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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

January, 1980 

Cambodia. Are food emergency shipments getting through to the starving people 
of Cambodia? The U.S. State Department has accused the Cambodian and Vietnamese 
governments of deliberately blocking food distribution. However, church relief 
agencies which are trying to send supplies directly to Phonm Penh say supplies 
are getting through though with great difficulty. Church World Service 1 s Kirk 
Alliman, who recently returned from 10 days inside Cambodia, says 11 1 saw food 
and medical supplies being distributed in rural areas outside Phonom Penh. I 
was thousands of ox carts with three or four 50-pound bags on them returning to 
rural villages from provincial relief supply depots. 11 Alliman adds, 11 It is true 
that ther2 are problems. There are too few trucks. Kampuchean administrators 
lack training and experience. But both of these deficiences are being dealt 
with. 11 UMCOR director J. Harry Haines says, 11 We have clear, reliable on-the
spot evidence that the supplies we are sending are going through. There have 
been hold-ups in the mass shipments, no one can dispute this, serious hold-ups 
.... The logistics of moving supplies from Kampong Som and Phnom Phen into the 
interior are absolutely horrendous .... 11 Reports of food not getting through 
seem to be based on reports from Cambodian refugees now in Thailand. As of 
December 11 only $60,000 had come in to UMCOR for Cambodian relief. In a 
December 7 mailgram to all UM bishops, Dr. Haines said efforts to provide food 
to destitute Cambodians is effective although 11 a flurry of conflicting mass 
media reports about the distribution 11 of supplies is leading many to doubt. 
About 6,500 tons of rice, powdered milk, vegetable oils, and dried fish have 
already been distributed in Cambodia, he said. Two planes carrying urgently 
needed intravenous solution, paid for by UMCOR, were due to arrive in mid
December through Church World Service channels. 

Korea. From December 6-12 sixty eight persons detained under Emergency 
Measure #9 were released by the new South Korean government. Included were a 
number of prominent Christian leaders, but not among the group was the Rev. 
Cho Wha Soon, who is a symbol to industrial workers. Officials have charged 
her with other violations not covered by Emergency Measure #9. Among whose 
who were released are the Rev. Timothy Moon, who was the translator of the 
Old Testament, and the Rev. Stephen Moon, his brother and colleague at 
Hankuk Theological Seminary. The aged Quaker philosopher Ham Suk Hon, who 
was in the Untied States recently and was arrested less than a week after 
his return, was also released. The Nobel Prize nominee was systematically 
beaten on the legs and his beard was pulled while he was imprisoned; although 
he has been imprisoned many times, including the period of the Japanese 
occupation, this was the first time he was treated with such disrespect, 
which is all the more unusual in a society which is noted for respect of 
the aged. 



AOL on KKK. The Anti -Defamation League of B'nai B'rith has issued a 
study describing t he Ku Klux Klan as more violent and confrontational and is at 
its greatest strength in more than a decade. More significant and disturbing 
than its numbers is the shift from an attempt to project an image of respect
ability "to its currently blatantly overt lawlessness" such as the confrontation 
in Greensboro, North Carolina. The growth of the KKK in the north has also been 
reversed, says the study, with the major gains now coming in the states of Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Mississippi, Tennessee and Texas. There is also growing 
mimicry of the KKK "in the form of do-it-yourse 1f cross burnings around the 
country by assorted troublemakers harboring racist grievances . " One of the 
petitions of the Board of Global Ministries to General Conference this year con
cerns the rising tide of Ku Klux Klan activity in the Nation. 

Africa. Nine African conferences of the UMC have pledged to contribute $1 
million toward a proposed $7 million fund for church growth in Africa during the 
1981-84 quadrennium. The African-dominated committee also voted to have a 14-
person executive committee chaired by the Rev. Wea Natt of Liberia, reiterated 
that leadership development was a top priority, indicated preference for a full
time African coordinator residing in Africa, and agreed to invite other Methodist 
churches not part of the UMC to participate in the general committee. The an
nouncement came during the first meeting of the 41-member African Church Growth 
and Development Committee in Nairobi, Kenya, Nov. 26-30. "This was a vibrant 
happening. Participants were full of enthusiasm," the Rev. Forrest Stith of 
Baltimore, co-chairperson of the Africa Task Force of the World Division, 
reported. 

Iran. Two missionary couples of the United Presbyterian Church, Paul and Selma 
Seto and Ken and Peggy Thomas, remain at work with the Presbyterian-related 
Evangelical Church of Iran in Teheran. A third couple with two small children, 
Tat and Patty Stewart, have come back to the U.S. for a three week period but 
will return to Iran. A fourth couple, Robert and Dorothea Meloy, who have been 
in strife-torn Tabriz in the nor thwestern part of the country, had planned to 
come home on furlough in the summer but are leaving earlier. There overseas 
associates with the Community School Charles and Ethel Frey and Merli Robertson, 
are continuing to meet classes in a new location. Overseas associate Lewis 
Johnson is also still in Teheran ... The Anglican bishop of Iran, Rt. Rev. Hassan 
Dehqani-Tafti (see profile in June, 1979, issue) says that gree:I and malice of 
a few individuals and groups of fanatics have been responsible for the harrassment 
of this tiny Anglican Church and that in his opinion Ayatollah Khomeini is not 
responsible for the church's troubles. Interviewed recently in London, Bishop 
Dehqani said that the confiscation of the church's two hospitals (see October 
Mission Memo), his temporary arrest, and attempts on his life, had all been 
caused by i ndividuals who bore grudges or who had become greedy. "But this is 
not Islam, " he declared, "and I feel that I have a duty to Islam, Christianity 
and my country to expose this." The bishop said he was still in favor of the 
revolution because "a little bit of disorder with self-respect" was preferable 
to "serfdom under a dictator" for that was what the Shah had become, he said. 
He has appealed to Iran's Revolutionary Council for justice over the confiscation 
of ch urch property. 



Farm Workers. United Farm Workers President Cesar Chavez called the dire poverty 
of present day migrant farm workers an 11 outrage 11 and a "moral issue" when he spoke 
in the Chicago area recently to urge boycotting of Red Coach Lettuce. In Janµary, 
1979, the UFW began striking 34 California lettuce companies after labor contracts 
expired and negotiations for new contracts became deadlocked. In mid-October the 
UFW resorted to boycotting the national Red Coach Lettuce brand. "The large con
glomerates don't make their money in growing, 11 says Chavez. "They make it in 
processing and distribution. From 1970 to 1978 their profits have increased from 
$6.5 million to $71 million. From 1970 to 1978 acreage planted has increased from 
64,000 to 89,000 and yields per acre have increased. 11 Farm workers, he says, who 
help put food on the tables of Americans, still don't have enough to eat themselves." 
He estimates that there are 800,000 children under the age of 14 working in the 
fields. Altogether, there are between 3.5 and 5.5 million migrant farm workers in 
the United States. The most serious threat to the striking farm workers are the 
undocumented aliens brought in from Mexico and Central America, says Chavez, who 
charges that "the criminal element" is involved in "smuggling human beings into 
this country. 11 When the farm workers are on strike, illegal aliens must pay not 
$600 but $800 to cross the border, according to Chavez. 

Pacific Homes. A front page article in the November 9 issue of the Wall Street 
Journal which seemed to imply fraud on the part of United Methodism in the Pacific 
Homes bankruptcy cases brought a sharp reply from Bishop W. Ralph Ward of the New 
York Area and eventually a "correction and amplification" on the part of the pre
stigious newspaper. The article lumped the church with what it termed "an un
relenting siege by legions of predators employing a dazzling array of schemes 
designed to numb the minds and snatch the cash of their (elderly) victims. 11 

Bishop Ward replied that "aged persons who are residents of retirement homes 
sponsored by the mainline churches across the nation have no reason to feel that 
they have been betrayed in their choice to live out their latter years in these 
institutions .... They are not being ripped off and their future is not in danger. 11 

He noted that to date no resident of Pacific Homes had been forced to leave 
because of inability to pay rates imposed by the court-appointed trustee. In its 
December 4 edition, the Wall Street Journal said their earlier story on Pacific 
Homes "didn't state or mean to imply that the Pacific and Sout west Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church or any other Methodist Church organ
ization has been accused or is guilty of being involved in any criminal enter
prise." For more on the Pacific Homes legal situation, see Moving Finger 
Writes on p. 37. 

Evangalism. The World Methodist Council's world-wide Mission to the 80 1 s will 
be launched on January 6th in Suva, Fiji, to call Christians everywhere to "the 
task of spreading the Christian faith. 11 On New Year's Eve a Round the World 
Prayer Event will begin in Tonga, just across the international date line and 
continue in country after country. In Freetown, Sierra Leone, 4,000 people will 
move in a torch-light march to a hillside to pray. In Sydney, Australia an 
Ecumenical Prayer Event will take place beside the Town Hall. Thousands of local 
churches are calling their people to prayer for God's power. In July, up to 
5,000 young people will assemble for a week in Cornwall, England for an Inter
national Christian Youth Conference. Some 90 countries will be represented . 



Liberi a. United Methodist Bishop Bennie D. Warner, who is also Vice President 
of Liberia, says Liberian United Methodists want to make an evangelistic thrust 
but 11 can 1 t find either the money or the manpower" and he finds the church-wide 
missions system "slow and restrictive. 11 Speaking recently in Boston, the 44-
year-old bishop disputed the claim that Africa is destined to be the major 
Christian continent by the year 2000 and said that Africa cannot be evangelized 
without a drastic change in American commitment to missions. Based on the 
recent example of Iran, Bishop Warner said he would fear for the 11 human rights, 
freedom, self-realization, and peace 11 of Africa if Islam were to dominate the 
continent. The current Muslim population of Liberia is about 25 percent, 
however, both Christians and Muslims are still far outnumbered by tradition
alists and animists. Bishop Warner says that Liberia's most pressing need is 
for educators and that he does not worry about American missionaries importing 
their culture to Africa because new African self-respect and sensitive pre
assignment training in Libera have restored the Gospel to priority over 
cultural norms. 11 Now you can bring the straight Christianity and we'll dress 
it up, 11 he says. 

Mozart and Martin. Gospel music is giving way in black churches to European
style music because people have come to look on gospel songs as inferior, a 
consultation for black church musicians was told in Nashville, Tennessee. 
11 Educated, middle-class or bourgeois blacks who are prejudiced against their 
own music are our greatest problem, 11 said Dr. Odell Hobbs, of Virginia Union 
University. Such blacks, he said, 11 have found they can live in an integrated 
environment next to anyone and they want to hurry up and forget their past. 
They feel they must change the color of their speaking, not use dialect, and 
frown on black music . They are anxious to erase their roots. 11 Dr. Jefferson 
Cleveland, a co-editor of a new black songbook being developed for the United 
Methodist Church, urged black church mus i cians to 11 use your Bach, Mozart and 
Handel, but also use Thomas Dorsey, Roberta Martin, James Cleveland, Edwin 
and Walter Hawkins, and Clara Ward on an equal basis .... 11 The consultation 
was sponsored by the Center of Continuing Education at Scarritt College, the 
UM Board of Discipleship, and the Council on Ministries of the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction. 

Deaths. Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, whose radio and television ministry 
touched the lives of millions and who personally instructed and baptized hun
dreds of converts, died in New York on December 9 at the a~e of 84. His funeral 
in New York was attended by scores of religious dignitaries from many faiths, 
incl ud ing Billy Graham . . .. Miss Isabel Whitaker, who was a Deaconess for 42 
years, died on August 13 ... . 

Hunger . There are about 800 million chron ically hungry people in the world 
and a presidential commission has warned that a global crisis looms unless 
government policies are drastically changed. The main recommendation of the 
Presidential Commission on World Hunger is for the U.S. to 11 make the elimina
tion of hunger the primary focus of its relationships with the developing 
countri es 11 by doubling non-military aid in three years and tripling it in ten. 



EDITORIALSC!J 
THE SITUATION IN IRAN 

FREE THE HOSTAGES 

The captivity of the American hos
tages at the embassy in Tehran, Iran, is a 
gross violation of international law and 
a denial in fact of one of the first 
principles of the Iranian revolution 
which occurred last February, namely, 
to end the practice of raving political 
prisoners in Iran. Regardless of the 
merits of the present Iranian govern
ment's case against the former regime, 
there is no basis whatsoever for the 
threatening of innocent human life and 
the blatant denial of civil liberties in the 
taking of hostages. We therefore join 
our voice with that of all persons of 
goodwill everywhere in an appeal to the 
Ayatollah Khomeini and the youthful 
captors to set the hostages free. 

Though in the past we have some
times been critical of President Carter, 
fairness requires that we express our 
admiration for the manner in which he 
has handled this unique crisis. He has 
maintained the right combination of 
firmness and restraint. We earnestly 
hope that the so-called military option is 
nothing more than a bluff; we seriously 
do~bt the wisdom of any U.S. military 
intervention, especially considering the 
volatile nature of the area and the ease 
with which rumors fly, as evidenced by 
the attack on the embassy in Pakistan. 
following mistaken reports of American 
and Israeli backing for an attack in 
Mecca on the Great Mosque. 

The hostage situation in Tehran has 
brought the American people together 
in a remarkable unity of purpose. 
However, scattered incidents against 
Iranian students and even against some 
Iranian-Americans have not revealed us 
in qur best light. Some provocative 
statements by high officials have not 
helped matters. By and large, we 
believe most Americans have con
trolled their frustrations and sought to 
channel their concern into proper ap
peals to Iran and comfort to the families. 
But attacks on innocent Iranians here 
have done nothing to improve the 
chances of the hostages' release and are 
to be deplored . 

SoME QuEsnoNs FoR Us 
When this is all over and the hostages 

are released some important questions 
will remain . At the top of the list is why 
we permitted the Shah to come to the 
U.S. for treatment in the first place, 
knowing from our own embassy sources 
in Iran that the consequences for 
American-Iranian relations would be 
serious if not dangerous and knowing 
also that he could be just as easily 
treated in Mexico or some other coun
try . Was this as many suspect another 
instance of American policy conducted 
to fulfill the whims and personal goals of 
a few highly placed individuals and 
members of former governments? More 
importantly, why does it seem that our 
foreign policy is so often linked to the 
success of failure of individual rulers 
rather than to the broader goals of 
nations? It is certainly tragic that after all 
of the decades of U.S. government 
investment in Iran, including numerous 
humanitarian activities such as Point IV 
agriculture programs and the Peace 
Corps, the way most Iranians think of us 
is as an unwavering supporter and chief 
prop of the Shah, a supplier of unneed
ed and expensive war machinery, and 
the trainer of the Savak secret police 
torturers. Could we not have begun our 
emphasis on human rights earlier in 
Iran, instead of virtually waiting until 
Mr. Carter's visit to Iran in January, 
1977, for a half-hearted appeal when 
the pot was already beginning to boil? 

Can we honestly be surprised that 
people who have been valued by us for 
over 25 years chiefly for their position in 
the Cold War react with hatred and 
hysteria? 

No Hmv WAR 

Americans seem suddenly to be 
takinga crash course in Islam and one of 
the first words people seem to be 
learning is jihad, or holy war. And, in 
truth , the taking of an embassy is an act 
of war-and it was led by a " holy man," 
one whom the Iranians now call by the 
revered title of Imam . The images of the 
demonstrations, especially during the 
holy month of Muharram when Shiite 
fervor reaches its peak, plus the attacks 

on embassies in Pakistan and Libya, 
which seemed to indicate that the " holy 
war" was spreading beyond the Iran ian 
plateau , have further intensified the 
image of a holy war against unbelievers. 
The kind of war, we must be careful to 
add, suggested in much of Old Testa
ment literature, such as the Psalms. ("0 
Lord, pour out thy wrath over nations 
wh ich do not know thee and over 
kingdoms which do not invoke thee by 
name . . . . " Psalm 79 :6 and others.) 
The kind of war, alas, onl y too famili ar 
from Christian history, most notably the 
Crusades. 

As tempting and frightening as this 
interpretation of recent events is, we 
should be careful not to allow pass ion to 
overrule good judgment. In the first 
place, there is probably more old 
fashioned nationalism than outright 
Islamic militancy in what is happening 
in Iran. Other nations in the M iddle 
East, such as Egypt under Gamel Abdel 
Nasser, have had their national istic 
revolutions and these often took the 
form of seemingly excessive opposition 
to the dominance of outsiders. Egypt's 
President Sadat is within his rights to 
criticize the version of Islam he sees 
displayed in Khomein i, but he cannot 
miss some of the obvious parallels 
between what happened in Egypt under 
his mentor and what is happening in 
Iran now. 

Secondly we should recall that if th is 
were truly a jihad developing under 
Khomeini and not, as many th ink, the · 
tradi ional Iranian way of seeing the 
world in apocalyptic terms, the lives of 
any Americans in Iran would be in 
jeopardy. But apart from the fifty 
hostages, other Americans, includ ing 
diplomats as well as newsmen, are able 
to move about freely. The ten mission
aries of the United Presbyterian Church 
are still active in Tehran and Tabriz and 
report no threat to their safety. Away 
from Takhte Jamshid Avenue in front of 
the American embassy life goes on 
normally. 

There are ample reasons to be con
cerned about events in Iran w ithout 
magnifying them into a holy war. The 
best hope for seeing a return to reason
ableness in Iran is to display it ou rselves 
and resist the temptation to make this a 
holy war. 



" Your Kingdom Come" is the theme of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 1980. 
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The Kingdom of God on the Move 

It has always seemed curious to 
me that we pray in the Lord 's Prayer 
"Your kingdom come." We go to most 
other kingdoms. In a sense, I suppose 
we can say God's kingdom came and 
went, although we cannot say it has 
come and gone. It came and went and 
came again in Jesus. It will come again 
when we have arrived, because in a 
very real sense, we can go to meet the 
kingdom coming to us. Eternal , the 
kingdom comes from the past, is in the 
present, and beckons to us from the 
future. Eternal, it is static (complete), it 
is in process, and it is yet to be fulfilled . 
The kingdom which we invite to come 
has existed before this world-Jesus 
came from it. It is in this world ; 
therefore we can belong to it now. It is 
outside this world ; therefore those 
who have departed from this world 
may go to it. It is a kingdom on the 
move, coming from God into time and 
coming to us through the repentance 
and holiness Jesus taught and brought 
us. 

The kingdom, the reign of God, is 
present to the poor in spirit and to 
those persecuted for holiness' sake, 
Jesus taught in the Beatitudes. Conso
lation, inheritance, mercy, are prom
ised to the sorrowing, the lowly and 
the poor (Mt. 5: 3-12). Holiness is 
necessary: " I tell you unless your 
holiness surpasses that of the scribes 
and pharisees you shall not enter the 
kingdom of God" (Mt. 5:20) . Igno
rance is no excuse: "I assure you that 
tax collectors and prostitutes are en
tering the kingdom of God before you. 
When John came preaching a way of 
holiness, you put no faith in him; but 
the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
did believe in him . Yet even when you 
saw that, you did not repent and 
believe in him" (Mt. 21: 31 , 32). But 
help is given: "Blest are they who 
hunger and thirst for holiness : they 
shall have their fill " (Mt. 5:6). It seems 
so simple : "Your heavenly Father 
knows all that you need . Seek first his 

Roberta Southwick 

kingship over you , his way of holiness, 
and all these things will be given you 
besides" (Mt. 6 :32 , 33 ). 

Jesus made one parable very clear : 
"Then, dismissing the crowds, he 
went home. His disciples came to him 
with the request. 'Explain to us the 
parable of the weeds in the field .' He 
said in answer : 'The farmer sowing 
good seed is the Son of Man, the field is 
the world, the good seed the citizens of 
the kingdom .. . The harvest is the 
end of the world ... The Son of Man 
will dispatch his angels to collect from 
his kingdom all who draw others to 
apostasy, and all evildoers ... Then 
the saints will shine like the sun in their 
Father's kingdom. Let everyone heed 
what he hears!"' (Mt. 13 :36-43). 

The kingdom comes for everyone, 
but it is often a hidden coming. Cyril of 
Jerusalem explains : " In general , what 
relates to our Lord Jesus Christ has two 
aspects. There is a birth from God 
before the ages, and a birth from a 
virgin at the fullness of time. There is a 
hidden coming, like that of rain on 
fleece, and a coming before all eyes, 
still in the future . .. His first coming 
was to fulfill his plan of love, to teach 
men by gentle persuasion. Next time, 
whether men Ii ke it or not, they wi 11 be 
subjects of his kingdom by necessity. " 

The kingdom is even hidden within 
ourselves. The ancient Christian writer 
Origen tells us: " The kingdom of God, 
in the words of our Lord and Savior, 
does not come for all to see; nor shall 
they say: Behold, here it is, or behold , 
there it is; but the kingdom of God is 
within us, for the word of God is very 
near, in our mouth and in our heart . 
Thus it is clear that who prays for the 
coming of God's kingdom prays rightly 
to have it within , that there it may grow 
and bear fruit and become perfect. For 
God reigns in each of his holy ones. 
Anyone who is holy obeys the spiritual 
laws of God, who dwells in him as in a 
well-ordered city . The Father is pres
ent in the perfect soul , and with him 

This plaque, of which only part is 
shown, was made for the Emperor Justin
ian in the sixth century and shows the 
Emperor's triumphant reign under Christ's 
guidance. The emperor appears as con
queror of the earth, as symbolized by the 
woman beneath the horse. This is used 
with the permission of the Louvre Muse
um, Paris, France. 
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Athanasius, the fourth century 
bishop of Alexandria who shaped 
the course of the Trinitarian faith 

common to much of Christendom, 
was exiled five times from his see 

in Egypt. 

''It is God's will that 
we should share with others 

the mystery of heavenly love." 

Christ reigns, according to the words : 
We shall come to him and make our 
home with him .. . Thus the kingdom 
of God within us, as we continue to 
make progress, will reach its highest 
point when the Apostles ' words are 
fulfilled , and Christ, havi ng subjected 
all his enemies to himself, will hand 
over his kingdom to God the Father, 
that God may be all in all. Therefore, 
let us pray unceasingly with that 
disposition of soul which the Word 
may make divine, saying to our Father 
who is in heaven: Hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come." 

And Athanasius, a father of the early 
church, adds : " Even the gifts that the 
Spirit dispenses to individuals are 
given by the Father through the Word. 
For al I that belongs to the Father 
belongs also to the Son, and so the 
graces given by the Son in the Spirit are 
true gifts of the Father. Similarly, when 
the Spirit dwells in us, the Word who 
bestows the Spirit is in us too, and the 
Father is present in the Word . This is 
the meaning of the text: My Father and 
I will come to him and make our home 
with him . For where the light is, there 
also is the radiance; and where the 
radiance is, there too are its power and 
its resplendent grace." 

Toward this end, Jesus established 
his church. As the Second Vatican 
Council reminds us: "Whether it aids 
the world or whether it benefits from it, 
the church has but one sole pur
pose-that the kingdom of God may 
come and the salvation of the human 
race may be accomplished . Every 
benefit the people of God can confer 
on humanity during its earthl y pilgrim
age is rooted in the church 's being 'the 
universal sacrament of salvation,' at 
once manifesting and actualizing the 
mystery of God 's love for humanity. 
The Word of God, through whom all 
things were made, was made flesh , so 
that as a perfect human being he could 
save all human beings and sum up all 
things in himself. The Lord is the goal 
of human history, the focal point of the 
desires of history and civilization , the 
center of humankind, the joy of all 
hearts, and the fulfillment of all 

aspirations. It is he whom the Father 
raised from the dead, exalted and 
placed at his right hand, constituting 
him judge of the living and the dead . 
Animated and drawn together in the 
Spirit we press onwards on our journey 
towards the consummation of history 
which fully corresponds to the plan of 
God's love: 'to unite all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth '" 
(Eph . 1 :10). 

The kingdom has come, but Christ 
has not yet come fully into his 
kingship: " The Son of Man will come 
with his Father's glory accompanied 
by his angels . When he does, he will 
repay each one according to that 
person's conduct . . . I assure you , 
among those standing here there are 
some who wi 11 not experience death 
before they see the Son of Man come in 
his kingship " (Mt . 16 :24-28 ). St. 
Augustine comments: " And as for our 
saying 'Your kingdom come,' it will 
surel y come whether we will it or not. 
But we are stirring up our desires for 
the kingdom so that it can come to us 
and we can deserve to reign there." 
And the Second Vatican Council 
recaps its teaching about the kingdom 
with these words: " Not everyone who 
says 'Lord , Lord,' will enter the king
dom of heaven, but those who do the 
will of the Father (Mt. 7:21), and who 
put their hands to the work . It is the 
Father's will that we should recognize 
Christ in the persons of all human 
beings and love them with an effective 
love, in word and in deed , thus 
bearing witness to the truth ; and it is 
God's will that we should share with 
others the mystery of heavenly love. In 
this way people all over the world will 
awaken to the livel y hope (the gift of 
the Holy Spirit) that they will one day 
be admitted to the haven of surpassing 
peace and happiness in their home
land radiant with the glory of the 
Lord ." My, how the Kingdom will 
move and is moving! • 

Sister Roberta Southwick is the director for 
commun ity deve lopment o f the Franciscan 
Sis ters of the Atonement, Cra ymoor, Ca r
rison, New York. 
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"Our Lord Jesus Christ teaches us 
to pray for the coming of God's 
kingdom . In the power of the Holy 
Spirit each generation is invited to 
seek first the kingdom and its 
righteousness, believing that all 
else that is necessary for human 
existence will be added . 

"As we pray for the coming of 
God's kingdom we affirm our trust 
in, and dependence upon, the God 
who is Creator, Redeemer, and 
Saviour, Lord of Lords and King of 
Kings. We pray confidently, for the 
kingdom is already in our midst, yet 
we pray expectantly, for the king
dom in all its fullness is still to 
come. " 

In this spirit of confident and expec
tant prayer the Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism of the World 
Council of Churches invites the world 
Christian community to participate in 
a personal and collective search for the 
contemporary meaning and fulfill
ment of the prayer for the coming of 
the kingdom . 

In our search for the relationship 
between God's kingdom and our 
mission, we can together: 
celebrate what God is doing among his 
people in the world, the evidences of 
the kingdom now in our midst; better 
understand the implications of the 
coming of the kingdom for our day; 
sharpen our expectation of the fu 11 ness 
of the kingdom yet to come. 

In May 1980 a widely representative 

Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 

An Invitation to Christians 

body of the world Christian commu
nity wi II gather in a conference in 
Melbourne, Australia, to consider the 
insights gained from our preliminary 
study in order to express our collective 
understanding for this day of our 
oft-repeated prayer, "Your kingdom 
come," and to lead us into more 
faithful obedience under God's reign . 
This conference follows in an honored 
line of gatherings focused on mission 
and unity that began at Edinburgh in 
1910, and includes more recently the 
1963 Mexico City assembly which 
introduced the theme of "Mission to 
Six Continents," and the 1972 Bang
kok conference on "Salvation Today. " 

Is a world conference of this nature 
appropriate or needed at this time? We 
believe it is. The world Christian 
community must periodically reexam
ine its mission under God ; the Gospel 
compels us to do so. Various sectors of 
the world community need to enter 
into close relationship with each other 
to hear what each is saying, all open to 
mutual correction and witness . The 
almost apocalyptic threats to the very 
survival of the world make it impera
tive that Christians together strive to 
know the contemporary obedience 
demanded by the kingdom in our 
midst and the kingdom yet to come. 

As we issue this invitation we would 
be aware of (1) the context within 
which we speak and act, (2) the 
richness of the kingdom theme, and (3) 
possible misinterpretations of the 
theme. 

"Your Kingdom Come" 
is also the theme 

of the 1980 Assembly 
of the Commission 
on World Mission 
and Evangelism of 
the World Council 

of Churches in May 
in Melbourne, Australia. 

The Context 

The world is desperately in need of 
the love, joy, peace, justice, forgive
ness, reconciliation promised in the 
kingdom. As we look at our contem
porary world we see many evidences 
of sin and disruption: . 

sin , personal and collective , 
openly flouting God's holy will , 

meaninglessness in personal and 
group life, 

denial of bread and denial of 
abundant life, 

oppression of the poor and pow
erless, 

violation of elemental human 
rights, 

potential destruction by weapons 
of incalculable power. 
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Though tempted to pessi mism and 
despair, we take hope when, as we 
pray for the coming of God's reign, we 
fi nd multiple evidences of the real ity of 
his kingdom in our midst: 

persons and commun ities com
mitting and recommitting their li ves 
to Jesus Christ, 

people of the kingdom suffering 
courageously in situations of great 
tri al out of loyalty to Jesus Christ, 

Christians and others valiantly 
challenging powers and principali
ties that oppress and destroy, 

communities seeking out new 
ways to care for their members and 
others, 

the life and death of many who in 
humble simplicity remain faithful to 
our Lord , witnesses to the abiding 
kingdom . 

We believe that God cannot be 
defeated by human sin; God's coming 
reign will not be destroyed by human 
disobedience. 

As we are preparing ourselves for 
the conference on " Your kingdom 
come" we want to look deeply into our 
contemporary reality, seeing God's 
hand in our present situation, and 
believing that our prayer for the 
coming of the kingdom and our 
expectation of the reign of God must 
also be informed by an honest reali sm 
about a world in anguish. Faithfulness 
in mission demands nothing less. 

The Richness of the Kingdom Theme 

We do not dare try to encompass in 
words the richness in the theme of 
God's kingdom, but we can point to 
some aspects of it which seem promis
ing as we begin our study of God's 
reign. 

we parti cularly note that the church 
which claims the name of Jesus Christ 
is under God's judgment in a special 
way. We trust that out of this judgment 
and mercy may emerge a purified 
people that procla ims and embraces 
the kingdom . 

The kingdom as task and challenge: 
The prayer for a coming kingdom is a 
prayer of responsibility. It challenges 
us to give ourselves in service to the 
God for whose kingdom we pray, not 

''At the heart 
of the kingdom 

is our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 
who came in 

meekness as the 
Suffering Servant . . " 

counting the cost but pledging all. Our 
mission is to proclaim the Word of 
God, to name the Name of Jesus 
Christ, that all human ity may respond 
to the ca 11 our Lord presents and turn to 
him. Our mission is also to offer good 
news to the poor, to heal the sick, to 
proclaim liberty to the captive, to 
provide sight to the blind , to announce 
the acceptable time of the Lord. 

The kingdom as hope: The kingdom 
is in our midst, offering us strength for 
the dail y struggle; yet we pray for 
God 's reign to come in fullness. The 
presence and work of the Holy Spirit 
give us great hope. The despair to 
which we are tempted can never be a 
final despair, for God is already 
victorious over the forces of sin and 
death . 

The kingdom as suffering power: At 
the heart of the kingdom is our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who came in meekness as 
the Suffering Servant, the Messiah 
despised and rejected by his own, the 
person fo r others nailed to the cross Possible Misinterpretations of the 
who overturns human calculations of Kingdom Theme 
power and lordship. The suffering God As we invite the world Christian 
comes to us w ith a power we yearn to community to discover the meaning 
understand and to rece ive, inviting us and richness of the theme " Your 
to be wi th the suffering Christ in the kingdom come" we are aware of 
struggles of the world . Such suffering certain interpretations that we regard 
power enables us to find strength amid as inadequate: 
struggle, courage in the face of de- "Since God w ill bring the kingdom, 
spair. we need do nothing." The announce-

The kingdom as judgment and ment of the kingdom is not a call to 
mercy: The kingdom holds all human passivity and inaction . It is characteris-
soc ieties and achievements under tic of those who most trust in God's 
God's judgment. All persons and action that they work most untiringly 
communities are subject to his judg- in God's mission . The prayer for the 
ment and recipients of his mercy, but coming of the kingdom offers no 
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exemption from responsible work for 
righteousness and justice. 

"Since the kingdom is not of this 
world, we need only to pra y for a 
hea venl y kingdom be yond this 
world. " Our Lord clearl y ind icated 
that the kingdom is already in our 
midst. Promised the kingdom of heav
en, we are nevertheless under an 
imperative to live joyfully in the world 
as pilgrims and participate in God's 
mission . As we pray " Your kingdom 
come" we look to the future with 
hope, but we are not allowed any 
exemption from present involvement 
in the issues and concerns of this 
world. The heavenly reign is in a very 
real sense here in our midst, and to it 
we must commit our best effort. 

" The kingdom and a just human 
society are one and the same. " In our 
emphasis upon the present reality of 
God 's reign , and its coming fulfill
ment, we may at times appear to 
identify a particular human society 
with the kingdom, but we recognize 
that this is ultimately false. All human 
societies stand under the judgment of 
God, a fact we must never forget. 

Even as we work in the kingdom and 
seek its righteousness, we acknowl
edge our partial understanding of the 
full nature of the kingdom ahead, a 
kingdom whose dimensions and sig
nificance mere human arrangements 
cannot describe. 

" The kingdom and the church are 
one and the same ." The church and 
the kingdom are related , but never can 
be equated as one and the same. In 
worship, liturgy and sacraments we 
have a foretaste of the kingdom, a 
celebration of the glory of the Lord. 
God calls the church into being for 
kingdom purposes. The church is 
called to seek the kingdom, to commit 
itself to the kingdom, to pray for the 
kingdom, and to live in obedience to 
the kingdom under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. The historic institutional 
church is itself always under the 
judgment of God 's reign. 

This is an invitation to join in a 
process of prayer, reflection , search 
and obedience under the conference 
theme " Your kingdom come." We see 
the task as urgent, and we look forward 
expectantl y to the response all Chris
tians may offer to this invitation, as 
together we seek the understanding 
and obedience we now onl y see in 
part. May we, under God, learn more 
of the ful f illment of God 's promises for 
us and fo r the world , as we pray " Your 
kingdom come." • 
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There is a commonly used 
adage for those approaching 

middle-age that life really begins at 40 
and in some respects this could be 
applied to the United Methodist Com
mittee on Relief, which this month will 
celebrate its 40th Anniversary or rather 
begin a year of celebration . 

The basic story of these forty years 
and the impact that this agency created 
grew out of the heart of one man, 
Bishop Herbert Welch , who in 1940 
stood before the General Conference 
gathered in Atlantic City, to call for a 
voice of conscience among people 
called Methodist concerning their re
sponsibility to the hungry, the refugee, 
the disinherited and the victims of war. 
The impact of this message has rever
berated throughout the world so that in 
January, 1980 UMCOR finds itself at 
work in 62 countries on five conti
nents, including the United States, 

UMCDR 
at4D 

J. Harry Haines 
continuing to understand what it 
means to be " a voioe of conscience." 
The celebration wi ll begin in Wash
ington , D .C. January 11-13, when the 
present directors and staff and former 
presidents of the division and key staff 
members wi 11 gather for celebration 
and gratitude to God for all that has 
been accomplished and to soberly 
reflect upon the unfinished tasks 
ahead . 

In UMCOR's 40-year history there 
have only been three executive direc
tors. Bishop Welch , the first Chairman 
and Director, died in 1969 at the age of 
106, but his deputy, Dr. Floyd Shack
lock, will be in Washington as will Dr. 
Gaither Warfield , who for 14 years 
directed the work of UMCOR. Fol
lowing this celebration , an audio
visual presentation will be made illus
trating the high I ights of these decades. 
Further celebration will be observed at 

the Spr ing meeting of the Board of 
Global. Ministries and an appropriate 
reference made during the Genera l 
Conference in April in Indianapolis. 
Climaxing the anniversary, there has 
been a request to the Council of 
Bishops that every annual conference 
during 1980 session provide a conve
nient period on the agenda when 
further celebration can be made. 
During the year two major audio
visual presentations wi II be released 
across The United Methodist Church , 
as wel I as a 40th anniversary booklet 
illustrating the four decades and a 
book especially written for the occa
sion entitled " The Twain Shall Meet. " 

Most people in the middle years of 
their life can easily fall back on strong 
feelings of nostalgia and recall the 
many events that have taken place in 
their life, but the accent in this 
celebration will be a definite move 
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A current and a recent human tragedy 
where UMCOR is at work are Cambodia 
(top) where millions face starvation and 
the Dominican Republic, which suffered 

great damage from Hurricane David 
(above). 
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forward to anticipate the future . 
Someone has said that nostalgia is the 
pull of the past and nostalgia spelled 
backward is aiglatson, the pull of the 
future. Peter Drucker writes " We only 
know two things about the future-it 
cannot be known, it will be different 
from what exists and from what we 
now expect. " These two assertions are 
not particularly new or particularly 
striking, but they have far-reaching 
implications. Any attempt to base 
today's actions and commitments on 
the predictions of future events is 
futile, the best we can hope to do is to 
anticipate future effects of events 
which have already irrevocably hap
pened . But precisely because the 
future is going to be different and 
cannot be predicted, is it possible to 
make the unexpected and unpredicted 
come to pass? 

When an organization neither antic
ipates the future nor makes the future 
happen it is responding to the conse
quences of the events of history. Taken 
together these statements address 
UMCOR's relationship to time. We 
address time by dealing with the 
consequences of the events of history 
when we anticipate a future which has 
already happened . How do we at
tempt to go about this? 

Today, as a division of the Board of 
Global Ministries of The United Meth
odist Church, UMCOR is mandated to 
cover disaster and emergency re
sponse, assistance to refugees and 
displaced persons, world hunger and 
the root causes of hunger, and devel
opment assistance. UMCOR joins 
colleague agencies in more than sixty 
countries in ministries of compassion 
to witness by word and deed to the 
lordship of Christ. 

Through action and understanding, 
UMCOR links United Methodist 
Churches to the poor and powerless 
with whom the overseas colleague 
agencies work . Our style of operation 
is people-to-people as UMCOR links 
through action : we transfer human, 
financial and material resources to 
colleague agencies and related 
churches overseas for their primary 
task of meeting basic physical need . 
UMCOR also links through under
standing: we do constituency educa
tion to inform and heighten the con
sciousness of people in this country . 
We are a " voice of conscience." 

In the light of our mandate to 
respond to human need and power
lessness, we have developed a global 
network. Relationships with colleague 
churches and ecumenical agencies 
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are of utmost importance to UMCOR. 
We do not operate unilaterally over
seas but rely on overseas colleagues to 
discern needs and implement activi
ties in a particular setting. 

This style of operation stems from 
UMCOR's respect for the leadership 
and vision of these overseas partners. It 
also affirms the importance of rela
tionships and activities which· allow 
for self-determination and encourage 
self-reliance. Since UMCOR recog
nizes no one model or strategy for 
achieving a life of quality, we seek to 
channel human, financial and materi
al resources to efforts which empower 
people to identify and fulfill their own 
needs. · 

UMCOR's regard for relationships 
indicates that people, not projects or 
processes or results, are the focus of 
our activities. From our perspective, 
projects and programs are not ends in 
themselves but are means by which 
people achieve and enhance human 
dignity. Regard for relationsh ips also 
indicates that UMCOR is more than a 
resource delivery system. The transfer 
of human, material and financial 
resources is an essential part of our 
operation since these resources sup
port overseas churches and colleague 
agencies in the task of meeting basic 
human needs. 

Enhancement of the quality of life is 
the common goal of UMCOR's func
tions. We recognize that human well
being depends on the interplay of 
many aspects of life, the spiritual, 
social and intellectual as well as the 
material. UMCOR has a long history of 
involvement with colleague agencies 
and churches in their work of develop
ing program areas. In our ecumenical 
partnership with Church World Ser
vice, and the World Council of 
Churches Commission on Inter
Church Aid, Refugee and World Ser
vice, special areas of consideration 
have been established, including the 
following: poverty and human devel
opment, human environment, social 
implications of disaster, refugees and 
displaced persons, and Christians 
under duress. 
UMCOR has a specific role in devel
opment : 

• UMCOR relates primarily to in
digenous church-related groups 
which do the planning and set the 
priorities. 
• UMCOR seeks to respond to 
initiatives for development efforts in 
situations based on local planning to 
deal with long-term problems. 
• UMCOR acts to initiate or facili-

The end of World War II saw an 
influx of refugees to the United States 
(top, above). This display for the 
Committee's work was at the 1948 
General Conference (above). 
Palestinian refugees in the Middle East 
have been a continuing responsibility 
since 1948 (left). 



" UMCOR is 
continuing 

to understand 
what it means 
to be 'a voice 

of conscience.' " 

When Bishop Herbert Welch 
proposed establishing UMCOR, war 

relief in China was a priority. 

tate programs operated by other 
agencies. It may provide seed 
money but seldom undertakes large 
scale schemes. It often breaks 
ground for programs which are 
taken over by large donor agencies, 
private, bi lateral or multi lateral. 
• UMCOR often responds through a 
consortium of donor agencies or 
through ecumenical channels with
out having any visible identity in the 
program being carried out. 
• UMCOR seeks to provide assis
tance needed in a given situation : 
material aid-clothing, blankets, 
medicines, seeds, tools-or techni
cal assistance such as volunteer 
personnel. Its work is aimed at 
attacking the root causes of hunger. 

Global Issues in 1980 
and Their Implications for UMCOR 

As we move into 1980, it seems that 
the world is poised for a major 

transformation in several di mens ions. 
There are at least three perceptions of 
changes underway in the international 
system . The first perception is that the 
primacy of the West is coming to an 
end and that a new world order is 
about to emerge which will be based 
on a framework of interdependency 
with power shared by a larger number 
of nations or groupings of nations. The 
only issue seems to be whether the 
West can accommodate to this change 
peacefu I ly. The second perception is 
that changes taking place have their 
causes in the weakening of the na
tion-state system. The problems con
fronting the world (such as poverty, 
energy, ecology, nuclear control) are 
too massive to be managed by the 
historic national pattern of gover
nance. The third view holds that, 
while the first two perceptions are 
correct, a deeper transformation is 
underway which emanates from a 
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process of erosion of existing struc
tures and the cultures which dominate 
them . 

This observation bases itself on the 
widespread negation of traditional 
forms of authority, the f uti I ity of 
current techno-economic models, and 
a deep and pervasive feeling that 
injustice is built into the prevailing 
order. 

Within the reality of this transfor
mation in the international system, 
regardless of the causes or nature, the 
United States finds itself struggling to 
define a new foreign policy. Thomas L. 
Hughes, President of the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace 
and a former Assistant Secretary of 
State, describes the policy-making 
process: " The essence of foreign 
policy is the management of contra
dictions. " James Chase, Managing 
Editor of Foreign Affairs, feels: "We 
may simply have to learn to conduct 
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foreign policy for a very long time 
without a single unifying theme on 
which to base a broad national con
sensus ." 

Scenario: The North/South Dialogue 

The international conferences on 
environment , population , food , 
shelter and water have helped to foster 
a greater understanding of global 
interdependence and the need for 
solidarity . Among the nations of the 
North there is a growing concern for a 
global perspective, but this has not 
come to the point of any consensus 
among policy-makers on global utili
zation of resources, guarantees of 
minimum human needs or other forms 
of equity . 

In the South, among the nations of 
the Third World , there has been an 
intensification of nationalism and re
gional solidarity . At the international 
level beyond the United Nations, no 
political structure has come into being 
or is on the horizon which will provide 
the mechanism for a process of global 
equality. 

The current administration, as has 
been mentioned, assumed its respon
sibilities with the hope of focusing the 
United States' foreign policy away 
from the geopolitical worldview of 
Henry Kissinger to a greater concern 
for international economic interests. 
This has not happened . Rather, the 
Carter administration finds itself jug
gling two sets of triangular relation
ships, those of a geopolitical nature 
involving Russia, China and the Unit
ed States and those of an economic 
nature involving Europe, Japan, and 
the United States (trilateralism) . The 
elements of these two sets of relation
ships are interacting, complex, and at 
times counter to one another. 

The North /South dialogue can 
hardly be understood apart from a 
series of acronyms. OPEC (Organiza
tion of Petroleum Exporting Countries) 
proved to be the first successfu I 
attempt by the developing nations to 
exert a major influence over the 
developed nations through the mecha
nism of a price cartel. The " group of 
77," now actually numbering more 
than a hundred, is a loosely aligned 
coalition of countries for the collective 
expression of their grievances on 
international economic issues. In Sep
tember 1973 the nonaligned countries 
meeting in Algiers launched the pro
posal for a New International Econom
ic Order which was formally adopted 
at the Sixth Special Session of the 
United Nations in May 1974. A series 

of conferences under the auspices of 
the United Nations has been held to 
negotiate aspects of the economic 
grievances between the North and the 
South . These meetings of UNCTAD 
(United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development) initiated before the 
Sixth Special Session have not met 
with great success. The most en
couraging sign has been the move
ment of the North/South dialogue from 
direct confrontation to dialogue. This 
altered stance has meant that once 
homogenous arenas have been en
larged to be more inclusive of diverse 
interests. GA TT (General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade), once a privi
leged preserve for the industrial na
tions of the North , now has a majority 
representation from developing na
tions. 

The issues of grievance have not 
been resolved and will not disappear 
easily . Among these are development 
assistance, trade, tariffs, commodity 
issues and the options open for United 
States foreign policy . The new ODC 
(Overseas Development Counci I) 
agenda does not radically move away 
from this perspective but is a continu
ing elaboration of these issues. That is 
an indication that neither have the 
conditions of the dialogue changed 
nor has unusual progress been made 
on resolution of the issues . 

Current Events 

The following five concerns are 
consciously related to areas of special 
consideration and areas of program 
emphasis . 

1. The International Economic Set
ting : 

The dropping value of the dollar on 
international money markets, the 
diminishing role of the dollar as an 
international currency and the ab
sence of viable alternatives, pre
dictions of an economic recession 
in the United States during 1979, 
and global inflation are major 
international concerns . 
The implications are clear : the 
erosion of contributions and 
sources of funding within the Unit
ed States, the lessened buying 
power of our support to colleague 
agencies, the economic crisis of 
international bodies such as the 
World Council of Churches are 
matters of consideration. 

2. Refugees and Displaced Persons 

The situation for refugees and 
displaced persons has been high-

Bishop Welch was also the first 
director. He is shown (top) blowing out' 
the candle on his 1 OOth birthday cake. 
Gaither Warfield (center), the second 
director of the Committee, will be in 
Washington. (Bottom) At the most 
recent UMCOR meeting, Dr. Haines 
and vice-president Cathy Lashford listen 
to secretary Bonnie Totten make a 
point. 
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lighted enough in recent months. 
Projections for 1980 do not indi
cate a decline in numbers because 
the causes which motivate people 
to move continue to be present and 
perhaps increase in intensity. In
dochina, the Middle East, Russia, 
Southern Africa and Central and 
South America all have significant 
refugee communities . 

The immediate implication for 
UMCOR is the need to respond to 
these situations with material as
sistance to ease the burden of the 
homeless and to assist in relocation 
and resettlement. At the same time, 
UMCOR in conjunction with other 
entities, needs to deal consciously 
with those factors which are creat
ing the situations which cause 
persons to become refugees. This 
often involves direct action in 
support of human rights, frequently 
in the form of legal aid . Interna
tional political factors, influential 
in recession, inflation, or unem
ployment, seriously impact the 
refugee community. 

Included in the vast numbers of 
refugees who are current ly dislo
cated from their homelands are 
disproportionate numbers of Chris
tians . In Lebanon, Iran, Vietnam, 
Cambodia and many other coun
tries, the Christian minority feels 
itself under duress and is in move
ment to safer asylum. In the face of 
a resurgence of Islam, the minority 
Christian communities of Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Indonesia and some 
countries in Afr ica feel they are 
under mounting pressures which 
cause them as individua ls and 
families to become refugees . 

The demographic distribution of 
the world Christian community is 
currently in flux and could appear 
significantly altered in a year or 
two. UMCOR and other church
related agencies must be more 
conscious of this movement and 
give carefu l consideration to the 
import of this development. 

3. Population : 

Recent studies seem to indicate a 
declining birth rate, particularly in 
western nations . Dr . Charles 
Westoff, director of Princeton Uni
versity' s Office of Population Re
search, suggests that the birth rate in 
the United States will continue to 
decline beyond the year 2015 

producing a decrease in popula
tion . The composition of the popu
lation will be changed by move
ment away from the North and 
Northeast into the Sunbelt. 

The implications for UMCOR con
tinue to be a high priority for family 
planning programs with special 
consideration to those areas of the 
world where there is a high growth 
rate and to special sectors of the 
population such as children, 
women and the aging, and to 
special programming and empha
ses on observances Ii ke the Inter
national Year of the Child (1979) 
and the Year of the Handicapped 
(1981 ). 

4. Technology: 

Increasingly the techno logy exp lo
sion and transfer of technology are 
issues. Developing nations are 
seeking technology for moderniza
tion, as in the case of China, or in 
the form of arms, as in the case of 
Iran and Saudi Arabia. The degree 
to which we have been overcome 
by the technology explosion is 
evident in the impact that the 
computer has made: the transistors 
which power our watches, hand 
calculators, color televisions and 
satellites. Multinational corpora
tions have played a primary role in 
the transfer of technology to the far 
corners of the world . 

An implication for UMCOR is the 
responsibility it carries as a church 
related agency based in a Western 
nation to provide access to chan
ne ls of information and technology 
not otherwise available to col
league agencies. 

5. Natural Resources: 

Food production and self-sufficien
cy continues to be a major global 
concern. Africa 's per capita drop in 
food production during 1978 
called attention to the fact that the 
South continues to be highly sus
ceptible to food shortages and is 
increasingly dependent upon the 
North for food. 

The increasing role of food as a tool 
of foreign policy and the movement 
from food aid to food for trade 
means that there wi 11 be need for an 
increased commitment by church
related agencies like UMCOR to 
stand in so lidarity with the poorest 
forty percent of the world's popula-
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tion to : 
• see that aid is provided when 

circumstances warrant 
• attempt to improve food produc

tion and move food 
• provide the mean s whereby 

those who work the land may 
come to own the land . 

Regional Conflicts 

There are several regional conflicts 
which in varying degree influence the 
global dynamics articulated in the first 
part of this paper. The following six 
areas of conflict have existed for some 
time and probably will not be resolved 
during 1980, though it is hoped some 
progress wi II be made on some of 
them . 

The Middle East (Lebanon and Iran) 
Northern Ireland 
Korea (The artificial division of 
Korea caused by the superpowers 
will be a source of conflict until it is 
reunited) 
Southeast Asia (Cambodia-Viet

nam) 
Southern Africa (Namibia, Zim

babwe, and South Africa) 
The Horn of Africa (Ethiopia-Soma

lia) 

In each of these areas UMCOR has 
been present. Sometimes we are pres
ent directly and other times through a 
world ecumenical response. In several 
instances we are present in more than 
one form so that we have been 
providing assistance to refugees flee
ing from conflict, material assistance 
in the form of food , medicines, cloth
ing and blankets to those who stayed, 
and in some instances support for 
programs that foster understanding 
and reconciliation. Frequently this has 
included interpretation and educa
tiona I aspects among American 
church constituencies, as well as 
efforts at changing public policy. 

These are complex issues in a 
complex world but this is the world we 
live in . It is by understanding and 
dea ling with these problems that 
millions of people have been helped 
and thousands upon thousands of 
refugees have been helped to rebuild 
their lives and start again during the 
last 40 years. For that, we must thank 
Almighty God in gratitude for this 
ministry of compassion. • 

}. Harry Haines has been chief executive 
for the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief since 1966. 
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A Visit to Esteli 
Franklin P. Smith 

We must have been an odd sight. 
Two vehicles filled with tourists , 
though each of us would have bristled 
if anyone had called us a tourist. We 
were from a variety of backgrounds 
and places, but for now we were alike 
in our desire to see Esteli , this Nicara
guan city in the north that had 
withstood such onslaught from Somo
za's National Guard during the Civil 
War. We wanted to see the city and its 
heroic people. And we wanted to 
catch something of the feeling of 
exhilaration, of the hope for the future, 
that we had heard fi I led the people of 
Esteli . 

We were eleven in number, from 
secular as well as church agencies, 
from elsewhere in Central America, 
from North America, and England . 
One was a nun who had been in Esteli 
through all the fighting, but was taken 
out for " R & R" when liberation came. 
One was an American sister working 
as a public health worker in Mexico 
who had come to Nicaragua to help in 
the aftermath of the war. Another was 
the former city manager of Gibraltar 
and outgoing Central American repre
sentative of the British relief agency, 
OXFAM. In the back of a jeep I sat next 
to a young Guatemalan woman who 
had spent six years in the jungles in the 
northern part of Guatemala working 
with Catholic missionaries to organize 
peasants oppressed by the govern
ment. I was travelling with Therese 
Drummond , a staff person with Agri
cultural Missions (NCC), on an exten
sive trip through Central America. 

For two hours we drove along the 
highway from Managua, around Lake 
Managua, north to Esteli . The closer 
we came, the more excited we be
came. Esteli was, to many, a symbol of 
the Nicaraguan people's resistance to 
all of the hardware Somoza could 
musteragainstthem. Few, if any, other 
places were attacked so viciously. No 
other city had been so unified in 
resistance . 

Suddenly, we were there . At first it 
seemed to my all-too-casual eye just 
another Central American town . I 
didn' t realize what had happened . 
Liberation came on July 19. The 
terrible fighting was over. And by 
September 11, when we were there, 
an amazing reconstruction job had 
been done. In many sections of the city 
the holes in buildings made by mortar 
shells had been plastered over, the 
walls had been painted, and the 
suffering of the city was hidden. Not so 
in all parts, however. As we continued 
down the main street, we drove past 
the hospital, almost destroyed, and 
building after building unfit for habita
tion . Bombs and mortar shells had 
taken their toll. One of our group 
remarked that it was like Dresden after 
World War II. 

A few streets were torn up, but only 
a few. Upon commenting on these, we 
were told a remarkable story of creativ
ity. Somoza owned or controlled all 
cement production in Nicaragua and 
in virtually all the towns the streets are 
paved with the same hexagonal 
shaped grey stones. Somoza stones, 

A street scene showing war damage in Esteli, Nicaragua. Right, young Sandinistas are now the 
National Guard. 

made by Somoza, sold to the people. 
In Esteli, when the National Guard first 
approached the city, someone had an 
idea of how to use Somoza's stones to 
protect them against Somoza's bullets . 
The people-all ages , men and 
women-took up the stones, and at 
the intersections built barricades . And 
it worked! By the time we arrived, 
seven weeks after the fighting had 
ended, almost all the stones were back 
in place in the streets. 

We left the downtown area and 
drove a short distance to a barrio filled 
with desperately poor people. Though 
in general Nicaragua was euphoric 
over liberation, at the moment there 
was little to celebrate here. We were 
shown one spot where six small, very 
modest houses had stood. The houses 
had been completely destroyed by the 
National Guard and the men who 
lived in the houses were taken to a field 
nearby where, witnessed helplessly by 
their neighbors, they were hung from 
trees and their bodies hacked to 
pieces. 

A tiny clinic, empty except for a 
small supply of aspirin and a frustrated 
American volunteer nurse, stood as a 
stark reminder of what Proverbs calls, 
"hope deferred." The nurse spoke of 
numerous cases that had symptoms of 
malaria. But she had neither the means 
to test for nor treat malaria. 

In that same barrio we met some of 
the Sandinistas, those who participat
ed in the months of Civil War against 
the National Guard. Now they are 
security forces in government build
ings, on some streets and in neighbor
hoods such as this barrio . Everyone of 
them carries a machine gun , presum
ably fo r protection against the Nation
al Guard threatening to regroup and 
make new attacks. The amazing thing 
about these Sandinistas is their age. In 
Managua they had appeared young. In 



this barr io in Esteli , they appeared 
even younger. I asked four of them
all very friendl y-how old they were . 
Their answers came back : 18, 16, 15, 
14 . These children, who had become 
adu lts before their time, had suffered 
all of the inhumanity of war and were 
children no longer. 

The rest of the day was spent eating 
lunch and visiting with one of the 
lead ing families of Esteli ; sitting in the 
park wh ile one of our group ran down 
for us the fr ightening economic picture 
for Nicaragua in the light of the 
mammoth debts left by Somoza and 
the vast destruction done to industry 
and agriculture; observing a funeral 
procession for a fallen Sandinista 
commander, a Honduran who had 
come to the aid of the Nicaraguans. 

It was late when we returned that 
night to Managua. Only two or three 
restaurants were open during the day, 
because of severe food shortages. 
None was open then , and I was 
hungry. But instead of letting my mind 
linger on my own slight discomfort, I 
thought about the people of Nicara
gua. More than 40 years living under a 
repressive government supported by 
the United States. Some 35 ,000 killed 
during the Civil War, thousands more 

" And now Nicaragua, you must put 
down roots in your liberty since this 
soi I wi 11 be the heritage of the people 
when the people are the govern
ment. " 

In Nicaragua, Therese Drummond 
and I saw an urgent need on the part 
of the new government (who appear 
very genu inely to represent the 
masses of the people) for relief 
assistance and support in developing 
plans for the future and, equall y 
importantl y, interpreting to the rest of 
the world what has happened and is 
happening in Nicaragua. 

The most serious problems in 
Nicaragua are expected to be from 
now to May. This is because: 

1. Somoza left only $3 .5 mill ions in 
the treasury, enough to keep the 
country going fo r onl y a short 
time. 

2. He left an external debt of $1.5 
bill ion . These loans were made 
wi th private banks for short peri
ods at high commerc ial rates. The 

maimed for life or wounded , and 
about 100,000 homeless families ! 
Now they are free, politically, but 
burdened with a debt of $1 .3 billion! 
And unable to provide food or medi
cine for themselves. My day in Esteli 

had shown me how important unity in 
the midst of hardship can be. I only 
hope and pray that we, their sisters and 
brothers, will do what we can to help 
succeed what many of them refer to as 
a Christian revolution . • 
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A dispensary in the barrio in Esteli had no medicines except aspirin. 

Nicaragua's Need 

new government has promised to 
honor all debts. 

3. The indebtedness was guided by a 
preconceived policy to free inter
nal resources so that they could 
be drained from the country, so 
this money did not contribute to 
the economic and social develop
ment of Nicaragua . In the year 
and a half before Somoza's oust
er, $520 million in private capital 
left the country. 

4 . Because of the civil war, crops 
could not be planted and cam
paigns to eradicate pests and 
plagues such as coffee rust were 
suspended . Therefore , Nicara
gua's export earnings from coffee, 
sugar, cotton , meat, fish and 
livestock can be expected to drop 
to $500 million, down from $640 
million in 1978. 

5. Many of the food crops that were 
planted were devastated by the 
unusually heavy rains during 
several weeks in the Fal l. 

6 . Besides the 35 ,000 persons who 
died, more than 80,000 people 
were wounded by bombs, rockets 
and mortars. At least half of these 
will require continuous care . 

7. Factories were bombed out , 
productive capacity has been 
crippled and a 25 percent drop in 
gross domestic product is expect
ed. 

Massive assistance is needed from 
the international community. 

W ithin the United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries, during 
the latter months of the Civil War 
(1979), and since Liberation Uuly 19, 
1979), UMCOR made grants of 
$208,000 to Nicaragua for emergen
cy aid and rural development pro
grams. In addition, the Inter-Divi
sional Committee on Hunger, at the 
request of UMCOR, appropriated an 
additional $200,000 from the Mis
sional Priority on Hunger for emer
gency food aid , half of which was for 
planting corn and beans. 
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in the Church 

In the typical Sunday morning congre
gation, women outnumber men almost 

two to one. And women's organizations 
are far more popular than men's groups 
in churches. 

We may have assumed that 
women's more loyal attendance indi
cates they are more faithful Christians. 
Recent findings of a research psychia
trist may help us find another, more 
comprehensive explanation for the 
sexual imbalance in congregations: 
men are less social than women. 

"Close friendship is rarely experi
enced by American men," declares 
Daniel Levinson. Levinson, a profes
sor in the Department of Psychiatry at 
Yale University School of Medicine, 
concludes from his study of selected 
men passing through their transition 
years into middle age, that friendships 
among men are "noticeable by their 
absence." He then formulates what he 
cal Is a "tentative generalization": 

"Close friendship with a man or 
woman is rarely experienced by 
American men ... A man may 
have a wide social network in 
which he has amicable 'friendly' 
relationships with many men and 
perhaps a few women. In general, 
however, most men do not have an 
intimate male friend of the kind that 
they recall fondly from boyhood or 
youth." (Daniel Levinson, The 

David A. Giles 

Seasons of a Man's Life, Alfred A. 
Knopf, N. Y., 1978, p. 335.) 
Levinson believes that more re-

search is needed to help explain why 
friendship among men is so rare and he 
calls for an examination of the conse
quences which this "deprivation of 
friendship" is having for adult life in 
society today. 

One of the consequences for the 
church of this "deprivation of friend-

· Are 
American 

men less social 
than women? 

ship" may be the scarcity of men in the 
pews on Sunday morning. 

This absence of men in church 
became apparent to me when I went as 
pastor to a church in New York City in 
the mid-1960's. I recall expressing 
concern about this matter to a small 

me. "I'm surprised you would let this 
bother you. As for me, I enjoy seeing 
so many women in my congregation ." 

At that time, I offered what I thought 
would be a simple corrective for the 
sexual imbalance: have more women 
in the pulpit and there will . be more 
men in the pews. Since men have had 
a firm monopoly on the pulpit for 
almost nineteen centuries and we see 
the resulting make-up of the congre
gation today, it will be interesting to 
see what response women clergy wi 11 
have on male attendance and partici
pation. 

Just how much friendship and sex
ual attraction-or the lack of either
determine attendance at Sunday wor
ship is not easy to judge. Protestant 
churches, however, have emphasized 
the "community" qualities of a con
gregation and have promoted the 
building and sustaining of personal 
relations and friendships as contribu
tions to the congregational experience 
of worship. Friendships probably play 
at least a significant, if not a determin
ing role in attendance at church 
gatherings. 

Sex and Friendship 

group of clergy in which the late Before pursuing this thought further, 
Harold Bosley, then pastor of Christ let us follow Levinson's advice about 
Church Methodist, was present. In his trying to understand why friendships 
whimsical manner, he tried to reassure among men are rare. I suggest that we 

New World Outlook • January 1980 [21 ] 21 



Jesus needed friends, more than servants, to keep his mission alive in the Christian community. This "last Supper'' is 
a wood carving by Ivan Mestrovic, a Yugoslavian who died in 1962. 

may find some light on this subject by ways. We do not yet know what fruits 
looking at the connection between sex this American obsession with "ma-
and friendship. And I wonder if the chismo" will produce. One effect may 
scarcity of close friendships among be the scarcity of male friendships on 
men is due in large part to an anxiety an intellectual arid emotional basis. 
about sex. I don't mean a fear of the The gay liberation movement and a 
topic of sex. Sex talk is a very frequent strong reaction to the idea that it is 
subject of conversation among men. indiscreet for males to show affection 
What I have in mind is a nervous contribute to men's hesitation to have 
uneasiness about sex, along with the male companionship. The current 
fascination or preoccupation with sex. fascination with homosexuality in 
This anxiety or apprehension may be American society no doubt is helping 
caused by a culture which forces men to keep men from seeking and having 
to play a sexual role which has men friends. Heated, sometimes pas-
become both overly-demanding and sionate discussions at church conven-
self-defeating. "Machismo" is the tions, either in support of or in 
great expectation for American males opposition to homosexuality, I believe 
and attempts to develop this "macho" may also contribute to the scarcity of 
begin in early boyhood. An overem- sharing relationships among men. 
phasis of the physical aspects of sex to These discussions indicate to what 
the neglect of the affectional and extent sex has become an obsession of 
intellectual qualities in sexual rela- many religious people and groups. 
tions has encouraged boys and young Some Annual Conferences have 
men to define and express their recently spent large amounts of time 
mascu Ii n ity primarily in physical talking about homosexuality and there 
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are indications that these lengthy 
deliberations will be repeated at the 
1980 General Conference in India
napolis. This may be one of the main 
issues there. Such an emphasis on 
homosexuality will probably help 
make male friendships even more rare. 
(It is difficult to believe that an anxiety 
over this subject will preempt consid
erations by the General Conference of 
the "weightier matters of the law, 
justice and mercy and faith" [Matthew 
23:23], and evangelism, world hun
ger, energy, and human rights!) 

"Close and Intimate" 

Peggy Way, a professor of theology 
at Vanderbilt School of Religion, 
recently told an audience made up 
almost entirely of men that "Liberation 
will have arrived when men can love 
men in a close and intimate way. 
And," she added, "by 'intimate way,' I 
do not mean genital intimacy." 

Professor Way's talk about a "close 
c 
t< 



Men who have been liberated from sexual 
stereotypes ... could do the entire church a great 

service by helping develop a 
Christian understanding of friendship. 

and intimate" love among men re
minds us of Dr. Levinson's study 
which showed the lack of " intimate" 
male friendships. I propose that to 
achieve this quality of closeness and 
intimacy in friendship will require that 
men must deal with their sexual fears 
and obsessions and broaden their view 
of sex to include more than the 
physical aspects. A successful coming 
to terms with these present hurdles and 
anxieties can, as Professor Way sug
gests, lead men to genuine liberation 
and prepare the way for close friend
ships. And the church can help bring 
this quality of "men's lib" to fruition. 

Biblical Friendship 

If the preoccupation with sex in 
general and homosexuality in particu
lar had been as prevalent in the first 
century as it is today, we wonder how 
Jesus and his disciples could have 
been friends! Apparently, they had 
achieved the liberation of which Pro
fessor Way spoke, "free to love in a 
close and intimate way." The author of 
the Fourth Gospel gives the impression 
that they had achieved this quality of 
friendship. 

The fifteenth chapter of the Gospel 
according to John focuses on friend
ship, friendship between Jesus and 
twelve men. At least, this appears to be 
the immediate interpretation of the 
passage. As we consider its meaning, 
we will find that Jesus is calling for a 
particular kind of friendship. Not the 
relationship of a teacher and student, 
nor that of a master and servant. While 
rereading these verses recently, a new 
insight came to me: Jesus needed 
friends more than servants to keep His 
Mission alive in the Christian commu
nity in which John lived and worked. 
"No longer do I call you servants," 
Jesus said, " ... but I have called you 
friends." (John 15 :15) 

John must have been confronted 
with a contemporary task in his own 
Christian community as he wrote these 
words about friends. In addition to 
relating faithfully the "Gospel of Jesus 
Christ" in his writings, he also had the 
task of making Jesus personally real to 

a group of Christians who were living 
three generations after Jesus' life in 
Palestine. For more than two genera
tions, Christians had been admon
ished to remain faithful, obedient 
servants of the Christ and His Mission. 
This was the call which writers like 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke believed 
was essential if discipline for the 
Mission was to be maintained during 
difficult and perilous times. 

By the time John wrote his gospel, 
however, Christians, and particularly 
Gentile converts, were not facing the 
hostility and persecution which the 
earlier church had to endure. Just how 
long can servanthood, as good and 
necessary as it was, be sustained as the 
way of fulfilling the Christian Mission? 
The ideal of servanthood, in John's 
community of Christians, evidently 
did not hold the powerful appeal it had 
held for Christians of former times. 

It was at this point in his thinking, it 
seems to me, that John was struck with 
a marvelous I ight of truth: the Christian 

Mission can best be fulfilled within a 
framework of friendship. Jesus speaks 
this truth, according to John-and this 
is unique in the Fourth Gospel-"1 no 
longer call you servants ... but 
friends." A marvelously new idea was 
introduced into the life of the church at 
the beginning of the second century. 
"Not servants, but friends!" This 
liberating concept became a dominant 
theme of the Fourth Gospel. And the 
cohesive force of mutual affection, of 
friendship, became the soil in which 
faith and discipleship grew and blos
somed. This solidarity, together with a 
strong and abiding faith, gave Chris
tian congregations power to "spread 
the Gospel" throughout the entire 
Mediterranean world. "Behold, how 
these Christians love one another!" 
was the testimony of observers of these 
friends of the Christ. 

The Power of Friendship 

Martin Marty recently witnessed to 
the power of friendship in the church 

The author suggests that to get more men in the church we should have more women in the 
pulpit. Here, the Rev. Jacqueline Means is congratulated by Bishop Donald J. Davis of Erie, Pa., 
after she became the first "regularly" ordained woman priest in The Episcopal Church. 



today. He and his wife had been 
experiencing this friendship while 
Mrs. Marty was in the hospital. "We 
take friends for granted in daily life," 
he reported, "but when daily life 
disintegrates, their sustenance guards 
and guides our very being." But Marty 
said he was puzzled over the "paucity 
of comment about friendship in the 
theological dictionaries and li
braries." And he vowed that, having 
again been befriended, the Martys will 
seek to be friends and "to try harder to 
locate the friendless, who remain the 
world's majority." (The Christian 
Century, May 30, 1979, p. 623) 

Where, then, does all this discus
sion leave us in our concern for more 
men in the congregation? The women 
might be able to help at this point, for 
they appear to be doing a better job 
than men in establishing and main
taining friendships in the church. 
However, to copy their efforts and 
their organization will most likely not 
produce the same kinds of results for 
men. Men will need to find their own 
ways of being social and being organ
ized. 

The present rate at which United 
Methodist Men's groups are being 
formed-one hundred each month 
according to a recent report-may 
lead us to expect that more men will 
attend church. Formal U.M.M. groups 

Two United Methodist laymen spend a 
moment of contemplation at an autumn 
weelce11d retreat at a ct.lrch camp near 

Leesburg, Florida. 

may help accomplish this, or they may 
not. If such groups encourage men in 
local congregations to develop close 
and abiding friendships, this will be a 
good beginning. However, more is 
needed to keep friendships in men's 
groups from being expressed on a low 
level of conviviality. 

A Theology of Friendship 

What is greatly needed i·n the church 
today are small clusters of men who 
will, in addition to activities that help 
build and sustain genuine relation
ships, take on special short term 
assignments in Christian reflection. 
One such task could be the discussion 
and development of a much-needed 
theology of Christian friendship. Not 
much attention has been given to this 
aspect of Christian life in the church, 
as Marty observed. A study of the 
Gospel according to John, with special 
focus on the author's understanding of 
friendship, would be a good place to 
begin. Men who have been liberated 
from sexual stereotypes of machismo, 
men free to love men in close and 
intimate ways could do the entire 
church a great service by helping 
develop a Christian understanding of 
friendship. Small groups of males 
engaged in fruitful theological reflec
tion may be able to give g1:1 idance to al I 

24 [24] New World Outlook• January 1980 

men in the church in finding creative 
and beneficial ways to "man" the 
Mission in our time. 

Perhaps "servanthood" as a meta
phor for interpreting the motivating 
force for Christian discipleship has lost 
most of its rich, original power. A new 
expression, one that encompasses the 
Christian comprehension of friend
ship, is needed in the church today. 
Faithful Christians presently face a 
rampant secular society, one in which 
selfishness, greed, and violence-the 
antithesis of "justice, mercy, and good 
faith" -appear to be the way of life. 
"Not servants ... but friends" ant 
needed more than ever today. "We 
need one another" to help keep us 
faithful and to keep reminding each 
other of God's power that is available 
for the Mission. The dynamic bond ol 
friendship among Christians in local 
congregations is essential now as lt 
was in an earlier century of the 
church's life. With this strong bond, 
Christians together can face the chal
lenges of secularity and can liberata 
more men (and women) for Christ's 
Mission today. • 

The Rev. David A. Giles is Superintendent 
of the Bennington-Troy District of the Troy 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. 



Vietnam Veterans: 
Still Left Out 

W hen I was asked to write a 
story about the problems of 

Vietnam-era veterans, I found I could 
nearly repeat what I'd written on the 
same topic four years ago. 

The same depressing facts are there . 
About 800,000 Vietnam veterans have 
less than honorable discharges which 
result in high unemployment. Contin
uing psychological problems some
times lead to crime and other social 
ills . About 100,000 Vietnam veterans 
are currently in prisons. 

More sadly, local church involve
ment in veterans' problems is still 
lacking, as it was four years ago. 
Church members, like many Ameri
cans, veteran project workers say, 
" don't want to be reminded of the 
whole Vietnam thing. " 

Even the current crop of motion 
pictures about Vietnam, such as " The 
Deerhunter" and " Apocalypse Now" , 

Connie Myer 

haven't changed this attitude, they 
say, and worse, some films create 
wrong impressions about what really 
went on . 

One project director, a Vietnam 
veteran himself, voiced the general 
cynic ism . " Veterans are in the media 
now," he said. " But two or three 
months from now we' ll be in the North 
Pole." 

Despite the general pattern of disin
terest and neglect, some church work 
is continuing, says the Rev . John E. 
Jordan, an executive w ith the National 
Division of the Board of Global 
Ministries . Jordan is chairperson of the 
National Counc il of Churches' Inter
religious Working Group on Vietnam 
Generation Min istries (IWGNGM). 

The working group came into exis
tence in 1976 after the NCC Special 
MinistriesNietnam Generation was 
phased out. IWGNGM worked for the 

1977 uncond itional amnesty for draft 
resisters w hich Presi dent Carter pro
cla imed soon after his inauguration. 
But si nce the amnesty d idn' t apply to 
Vietnam-era veterans wi th less than 
honorable d ischarges, the Working 
Group's ministry turned to this prob
lem, Jordan said. 

" We try to be a resource and 
coordinator for the veteran se lf-help 
groups which are already operati ng 
across the country," he expla ined . 
" They already are working on dis
charge upgrades and other problems 
we' re concerned w ith, but they may 
need assistance in com ing together 
around spec ific issues." 

For example, the working group, 
related to the NCC Div isi on of Church 
and Society, played a major ro le in 
forming the National Veterans Task 
Force on Agent Orange. 

Agent Orange, a major issue for vets 



The Vietnam Years, counterclockwise 
from below: a Marine waits out a 

mortar attack in a Vietnamese church, 
the final contingent of POWs leaves 

Hanoi, an enraged student in Madison 
protests the war, and a "Horne 

with Honor" parade in New York 
City pays tribute to veterans. 

right no , was a tox ic herbicide 
sprayed by Americans on Vietnam 
jungles to defoliate them. Se eral 
eterans groups cla im it has cau ed 

serious medica l problems such a 
st i llbirths, deformed ch ildren and can
cer. 

Plans of the Agent Orange Task 
Force, Jordan said, include an inten
sive education campaign to alert 
veterans to symptoms of herbicide 
poisoning, de eloping national medi
cal and technical studies and working 
for a permanent and uni er al ban on 
use of Agent Orange. Last March the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agen
cy issued a temporary ban on Agent 
Orange. 

Another major thrust of the CC in 
regard to veterans is the Incarcerated 
Veterans Project which recei ed a 
$500,000 grant from the U.S. Depart
ment of Labor about a year ago. 

Most of the mone was channeled to 
about 30 veterans' self-help group 
working in pri ons. The groups help to 
get prisoner veterans' discharge up
graded and try to impro e their edu
cation and other benefits. 

" Our primary focus is to help the 
projects develop prison elf-help 
groups," said Louise Ransom, a oc1-
ate director of the CC project. " It's 
sort of the 'pebble in the pond' 
approach . If we can help train one 
inmate to do the legal proce e that 
are necessary in discharge upgrade , 
he can train other . " 

A disproportionate! high percent
age of Vietnam-era veteran rece1 ed 
le -than-honorable di charge , Ran-
om said , " ninety-five percent of 

which were for offense , such a being 
AWOL , which aren ' t con 1dered 
crimes in civilian life." 

Employer , she continued , don't 
realize there are five type of mil1ta 
discharges. " If the see an unde irable 
or bad conduct d1 charge, the auto
mat1call think 1t' d1 honorable and 

Cc 



trouble while they served in the 
military. 

What affected them , man y re
searchers and psychologists say, was 
the war itself, the sense of not being 
appreciated by the public when they 
returned home and the "short amount 
of time between the foxhole and the 
fireplace." 

Unlike America's veterans of other 
wars, these experts say, Vietnam 
servicemen didn 't serve in a unit and 
had no cooling-off period between a 
tour of jungle duty and returning to 
Main Street. No counseling or other 
services were provided to them . 

Richard Smith, a Vietnam veteran 
who directs the Veterans Upgrade 
Center of New York, works on a 
variety of problems. " The bottom line 
is unemployment and job training," he 
says. " We estimate 18. 9 percent of the 
approximately quarter million veter
ans in the New York area need job and 
manpower training assistance. " One 
of his staff relates to prisoner veterans 
through the NCC project. 

Working with incarcerated veterans 
is a time-consuming and sometimes 
frustrating process, says Louise Ran
som. " It' s taken some of the projects a 
long time to get into the prisons. 
Groups haven't done this too much 
before, and prison administrators are 
sometimes resistant. " 

A problem is that some veterans in 
prison have been misled into believing 
they don't qualify for benefits, Salerno 
claimed . Prison officials and guards 
question why prisoners should get the 
same benefits that go to law-abiding 
veterans, he said. 

Edgar May in a 1979 article in 
Corrections Magazine says any Viet
nam-era veteran who received a gen
eral or honorable discharge is eligible 
for benefits. He says the Veterans 
Administration estimates that about 
2,000 incarcerated vets are receiving 
help, ranging from subsidies for com
pleting high school diplomas to pay
ments toward work for advanced 
degrees. 

But, May asserts, for every impris
oned veteran who is getting benefits 
due him, there may be five to ten who 
are not. 

Minorities are disproportionately 
represented in the Vietnam veteran 
prison population, as they are in the 
whole Vietnam veteran population, 
according to James Credle, of the Drop 
In Center in Newark, N.J . " We work 
mostly with blacks and Hispanics who 
have a higher number of discharge 

problems in relation to their num
bers." 

Credle, a Vietnam vet who is also 
assistant dean of students at Rutgers 
University, says about 70 percent of 
the center's work involves veterans. 
" We've successfully handled about 90 
discharge upgrade cases and have a 
backlog of 200 cases . We also refer 
veterans to employment, welfare , 
food stamps and other services. " 

The Newark Center also gives infor
mation to vets on Agent Orange and, 
in cooperation with other vet groups, 
got the New Jersey state legislature to 
fund a commission to study the 
chemical's effects on veterans . Credle 
says this was the first legislative action 
anywhere on Agent Orange. 

Credle is on the advisory board of a 
commission which is now doing a 
study of Vietnam-era veterans through 
the New York-based Center for Policy 
Research under auspices of the V.A. 
" Generally, those vets who went to 
Vietnam have greater difficulties than 
those who didn't," he said , " but so far 
we have no provable study of what's 
happening to veterans . Veterans are 
still caught between the right and left 
wings of the whole Vietnam War 
feeling in this country. Many haven't 
moved beyond that point and are still 
in psychological turmoil. I'm one of 
the lucky ones. I was able to resolve 
my negative feelings." 

Church people need to be sensitized 
to those "negative feelings" and be
come more open to helping veterans, 
said the Rev. Norman Leach, a United 
Presbyterian minister who works with 
The Healing Community, a veterans' 
aid project in San Francisco. 

" The roughest part of our job is 

Max Cleland, head of the Veterans 
Administration, lost both legs and an 
arm during the 1968 let offensive. 

going to congregations of church 
people," he reported. "When we go in 
and talk, it brings back issues of anger, 
regret and gu i It that people don't want 
to be reminded of. People don't want 
to I isten to stories about veterans. I get 
little response when I ask for volun
teers in jail counseling or ask employ
ers to risk hiring a veteran ." 

In several cases, San Francisco area 
churches have "adopted" a veteran 
like other churches have adopted 
refugee families . " We find it's easier 
for them to deal with a specific 
individual," Leach said. 

It's difficult enough to get church 
people to visit prisoners, he added, but 
trying to get them to see veteran 
prisoners only compounds the prob
lem. " People think they have to come 
as experts, rather than just as friends or 
neighbors." 

The Healing Community, though , 
has had some success in working with 
a Vietnam veteran who goes into 
prisons and has had employers and 
drug counselors come in and speak 
with vets. And the local San Francisco 
jails, Leach said , cooperate with The 
Healing Community . "We have com
munity credibility-lawyers have vol
unteered their services. We've had 
luck with them." 

As to the larger issue of Christian 
concern about Vietnam veterans, 
Leach believes "we need to look for a 
kind . of theological understanding to 
see if we can help with questions of 
atonement and guilt that haven't been 
resolved ." • 

Ms . Myer is senior staff writer with 
Interpretive Services of the Board of Global 
Ministries . 
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The 
Challenge 

of the 
POOR 

to the 
CHURCH 

IN AFRICA 
Nya K wiawon Taryor 

~e present patterns of poverty are a I :candal for the Christian fa ith. 
Many live beneath poverty lines. In 
Liberia the distribution of wealth is 
deplorable. The people have not learned 
to share what they have. The land is rich 
with mineral resources, fertile soil , 
rich forests filled with trees which are 
being cut down by foreign and local 
companies and shipped abroad. 

Nearly all of Liberia's 1.6 million 
people are poor. Nine out of every ten 
persons in Liberia are poor. Only four 
percent of the population controlled 
60 percent of the income in 1971. By 
1976, that figure was down to 2.1 
percent. That year the country de
clared a " war on poverty." 

Poverty is a scandalous situation for 
the church . When one person 's life is 
made cheap, all of life is made cheap. 
Christ came that we may have life in its 
fulness . The prevalence of hunger, 
sickness, death and disease challenge 
the church . Misery among the people 
for whom Christ died so that they may 
have I ife poses a problem for faith and 
practice for ecclesiastical structures 
which exist amid wealth and afflu
ence. 

Sharing Not Easy 

In wealthy churches, sharing is not 
an ea·sy concept for the congregation . 
It is a difficult situation to subscribe to, 
but one must have to give what one has 
in order to understand the concept of 
costly·discipleship. Thi s is part of the 
challenge. It is in these words the 

challenge comes to the rich churches: 
Christ Jesus, though He was by nature 
God . .. emptied himself, taking the 
nature of a slave (Phil. 2:6), and being 
rich , he became poor (II Cor. 8:9) for 
our sakes. Thus, although the church 
needs human resources to carry out 
her mission, she is not set up to seek 
earthly glory, but to proclaim humility 
and self-sacrifice. " For you know how 
generous our Lord Jesus Christ has 
been : He was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that through his 
poverty you might become rich" (II 
Cor. 8:9) . 

The poor are challenging the church 
because while most of the poor of the 
world are non-Christians outside of the 
church, Christians are in many cases 
people who have the wealth and do 
satisfy their needs. Christians do not 
only control the wealth of the nations, 
but they also control dominant politi
cal , economic and educational sys
tems. And because they have the 
control mechanism to manipulate the 
system to their advantage, they swing 
the pendulum in the direction of their 
position leaving the rest of mankind in 
a situation of destitution and starva
tion . This they do as Christians, 
captives in the operational framework 
where the " laws of the market" 
prevail. 

The poor are calling the church back 
to redefinition of its original goals in 
Christian commitment to Jesus Christ. 
The poor are challenging the church to 
rethink its mission and re-order its 
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priorities in light of its redemptive role 
in human history as proclaimed in the 
gospel. The poor are challenging the 
church about its real identity in the 
world . 

Will the church identify with this 
community of the poor in their struggle 
for liberation or will it choose the 
option of being neutral in regards to 
the problems of the poor? The church 
has the option to side with the poor or 
with the forces of society that create 
oppression, dehumanization and pov
erty. What side it takes depends upon 
its understanding of the Jesus of history 
and the Christ of faith involved in 
human history not only for Israel's 
redemption but for the redemption of 
the whole world. 

Can the Church Be Neutral? 

The church can never be neutral in 
society, it is either for or against-its 
silence on vital issues of poverty and 
human anguish is a clear indication of 
its preoccupation with the oppressive 
system which impoverishes over three 
fourths of the world's population. 
Silence is acquiescence, and accep
tance is collaboration. 

An example of the church's preoc
cupation with the prevailing institu
tion of injustice can be seen when we 
look at the role of the church during 
pre and post colonial eras in Africa. In 
colonial times, the European and 
American missionaries worked hand 
in hand with the colonizers in admin
istering colonial policies which were 
anathema to the African, so that he 
could not see the difference between 
the church and the state. About this, 
John Mbiti has written (in African 
Religions and Philosophy) that 
" ... Christian missionaries from Eu
rope and America penetrated into the 
interior of Africa either shortly before, 
or simultaneously with colonial occu
pation. The image that Africans re
ceived and to a great extent sti 11 hold of 
Christianity, was much colored by 
colonial rule and all that was involved 
in it. We are still too close to that 
period to dissociate one from the 
other. A Gikuzu proverb summarizes 
this fact very well: 'There is no Roman 
Catholic priest and a European-both 
are the same!'" 

In South Africa where there is a 
downright blatant exploitation of mil
lions of Africans the church has done 
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An attentive schoolboy in a 
Libreville, Cabon, classroom in 

west-central Africa. The 
country has an illiteracy rate 

of 70 percent. 

very little in terms of solidarity with or 
struggling on the side of the poor for 
the liberation of an oppressed commu
nity. Cos Desmond, a former priest 
working in South Africa, has pointed 
out that the apartheid policy is not onl y 
backed by the colonial politica l power 
but also by some churches that have 
failed to exercise their prophetic role 
in pronouncing the judgment of God 
upon the oppressors . The church is not 
cal led to be a silent supporter of 
oppression, but it is called to adopt a 
revolutionary option under the man
date of the Gospel . 

Is Jesus Still in the Church? 

The poor are asking, " Is Jesus still in 
the church?" Some have suggested 
that it is the church that is dead and not 
God or Jesus Christ. Godi n Jesus Christ 
is alive and actively involved in human 
history reconciling the world unto 
Himself; but His presence is no longer 
clearly manifested in ecclesiastical 
institutions. Many elements of the 
language, liturgies, songs, message 
and interpretation of Christianity have 
become obsolete and irrelevant for our 
changing societies . Ecclesiastical 
bodies continue to employ methodol
ogies of missions which are no longer 
applicable to contemporary societies 
of enormous complexities . 

New Churches Among the Poor 

For example, in Africa one sees a 
growing proliferation of new churches 
among the poor. The poor are coming 
of age. They are aware that the 
established ecclesiastical structures 
have not been always faithful to their 
calling and to the world of the poor to 
whom Christ has sent the church. The 
poor, on the other hand, feel that there 
is a big separation in many situations 
between them and the ecclesiastical 
institutions. They organize their own 
religious structures in quest for a place 
to feel at home. They are looking for 
the creation of new social structures 
which could offer hope and newness 
of life as opposed to that provided by 
the powers that be. This is possible 
basically through a prophetic ministry 
of the community of the poor. 

The poor now know that the Chris
tianity of the traditional institutions has 
become an over westernized, over 
materialized and institutionalized 
Christianity . Along with the demand of 
the poor for a critical approach to the 
gospel message for our time, there is 
also an equal call for a "decoloniza
tion of Christianity." The effectiveness 
with which the community of the poor 
has done this decolonization lays 
heavy challenge upon the church . 
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Christ in the Poor 

But another question of equal im
portance is " does the church find 
Christ in the poor?" The church in the 
beginning of the missionary work in 
the colonial period did not associate 
what it saw in the poor with the Christ 
because its concept of Christ had been 
partly distorted by the erroneous no
tions with which its proclamation was 
in many ways bedevilled from the 
start. But when it began to see more 
clearly a new life-style of love, koin
onia or community sharing, participa
tion, involvement, and diakonia, a 
community characterized by love and 
service, all these among the poor, it 
began to feel a new impact of the 
challenge. The church started to re
evaluate its own position closely in 
light of its Christian commitment to the 
world and to the poor. 

The Church's Self-Understanding 

The challenge is not only to identify 
with the poor, but to become poor and 
above all else, for the church to 
become the church it ought to be. This 
will help the church see itself as the 
church of the poor and to build a new 
structure supportive of the struggle of 
the poor. 

The poor want a place where they 
can feel free to share their tears, voice 
their sorrows, present their spiritual 
and physical needs, respond to the 
world in which they live and empty 
themselves before God . We need to 
view God as the liberator who mani
fests Himself through the poor in the 
soc iety to liberate the oppressed and 
the oppressors. This puts a new 
challenge to the church . 

Maybe the church will have once 
more to answer the question which 
was raised by Jesus when He asked his 
disciples, "Who do men say that the 
Son of Man is?" They answer, "Some 
say John the Baptist, others Elijah, 
others Jeremiah, or one of the proph
ets. " " And you," he asked, "who do 
you say I am?" (Matt .. 16:13-16). 

The church's self-understanding in 
I ight of its understanding of who Jesus 
really is will be a stepping stone to 
knowing what we do with the chal
lenge of the poor to the church. • 

Dr. Nya Kwiawon Taryo r teaches theology 
at the Cbanga School of Theology in 
Liberia. This is the third in our series on 
issues facing the African church, growing 
out of the report of the African Task Force. 
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THE UN AND HUffiAN RIGHTS 

Yes, the United ations is selec
tive, as the critics assert, in 

pi cking which human rights abuses it 
w ill spotlight. Its chief human rights 
official will say it straight out. 

" Let us not foo l ourselves," says 
Theodoor C. Van Boven, director of 
the U Human Rights Division . A 
45-year-old Dutchman who seems 
ready to wrestle with the world now 
exi sting, he does not carry diplomatic 
prudence so far as to deny the obvious . 

He does not defend the selectivity, 
but acknowledges it as an inescapable 
result of world politics . As the same 
time, he contends that the U has 
broadened the scope of its human 
rights work in recent years . 

Dr. Van Boven, who has his main 
office in Geneva, was interviewed 
while he was in ew York last fall for 
the meeting of the General Assemb ly. 
Discussing his UN work, he displayed 
a mixture of modest expectations and 
sober optimism. On the one hand : 
" You can 't expect too much of the 
UN .11 On the other : " I see a number of 
positive th ings.11 

" All our work is dependent on the 
cooperation of governments," he said. 
" We can deal with issues only if the 
governments have the political will ." 
He went on to report, however, that 
whereas the Human Rights Commis
sion had dealt only with southern 
Africa, Israeli-occupied territories and 
Chile prior to his joining the UN staff, it 
now works on a dozen fronts . In some, 
such as Equatorial Guinea, it has 
undertaken public investigations; in 
others, such as Ethiopia and Paraguay, 
it reports activ ity but keeps the details 
confidential. 

Two Kinds of Rights 

" The Commission and the UN have 
also broadened in dealing with struc
tural issues like development," he 
said . " There is growing awareness that 
social and economic rights are of 
equa l importance with civil and politi
cal rights, and that the two kinds of 

Tracy Early 

rights are interdependent and indivisi
ble." Securing these social and eco
nomic rights for the poor of the world , 
he said , will require a " radical " 
reordering of the international eco
nomic order . In some areas, he said , 
sociali sm offers " the only answer." 

As director of the Human Rights 
Division, Dr. Van Boven provides staff 
support to the Human Rights Com
mission, which meets once a year for 
six weeks . But he also serves other UN 
units, and some people are suggesting 
that the Commission should meet 
more often . " There has been a sort of 
explosion in this area," he said . " It 
gives me little time for reflection and 
planning." 

He was elected to his post in 1977 
upon the retirement of the previous 
director, Marc Schreiber of Belgium 
(see " Assessing Human Rights 
Today," New World Outlook, July
August 1977). For the preceding six 
years, Dr. Van Boven had served as 
representative of his country, the 
Netherlands, on the Human Rights 
Commission, and earlier as assistant to 
a Catholic priest who held that posi
tion . 

The Church's Contribution 

Dr. Van Boven has also worked on 
human rights issues as a participant in 
World Council of Churches discus
sions, and he speaks highly of wee 
activity in this-and other-fields. 

To a considerable extent, the church 
might claim him as one of its contri
butions to the international movement 
for human rights. His background 
includes extensive experience in the 

central role in the family 's life. The 
young Van Boven was growing up 
during the Nazi occupation, and in the 
last winter of World War II food 
shortages became so acute that he was 
placed with a farm family so that he 
might get enough to eat. Now, these 
decades later, he carries a deep feeling 
that people who are starving cannot be 
greatly absorbed with issues such as 
getting the right to vote . 

After his preparatory schooling, Dr. 
Van Boven stud ied law at Leyden, 
where the father of international law, 
Hugo Grotius, studied in the 1590s, 
and where the Pilgrims found religious 
freedom before sailing to America. He 
then got a Fulbright grant to study 
comparative law for a year, 1959-60, 
and was sent to Southern Methodist 
University. " They have a good com
parative law program, " he said. " It 
was instructive for my later work to 
learn the American approach to law .11 

" I got an increased interest in 
questions of human rights there, /1 he 
said. " I studied civil rights issues-ra
cial questions but also things like 
illegal searches and seizures and use of 
illegal! -obtained evidence ." 

Returning to Holland, he took a 
position in the Foreign Ministry, where 
his work focused on the UN and 
international organizations. In 1967 
he got a doctorate in law from Leyden, 
with a thesis on religious l iberty, and 
later, whi le continuing his govern
ment service, he did part-time teach
ing in human rights law at Amsterdam 
University. 

Options Are Limited 

I ife of the Netherlands Reformed As human rights director for the UN 
Church, whose general secretary is the now, Dr. Van Boven finds his options 
former WCC official Albert vanden limited . " I get letters from people 
Heuvel , and it chose him as one of its saying that I should quit because I keep 
delegates to the 1975 WCC Assembly silent on this or that issue," he 
in Nairobi. reported . " But I am not an indepen-

Dr. Van Boven was born in 1934 in dent person. " 
a suburb of The Hague, Voorburg, When the Human Rights Commis-
where his father was a town official sion holds its annual meeting, he 
and where the local church played a makes an opening statement in which 
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The UN connot send on investigoting 
teom into o countr~ unless the 

government cooperotes. But whot if the 
government is the mojor violotor? 

he can point to areas he thinks need 
attention. But if the governments do 
not choose to pursue a particular issue, 
the UN staff cannot move indepen
dently. 

Even with a majority vote to go 
ahead, the possibilities of correcting a 
situation are limited . " We can make a 
study and publish reports and exert 
moral pressure," Dr. Van Boven said . 
" It is difficult to go beyond that. " 

The UN cannot send an investigat
ing team into a country unless its 
government cooperates. What if a 
government is the major violator? 
Doubtless the most serious offenders 
will always stand most resistant to 
outside inquiry. " That is the crucial 
question," said Dr. Van Boven. 

But occasionally opportunities do 
arise. Last fall, the new government of 
Equatorial Guinea had approved a UN 
visit, and Dr. Van Boven saw that as a 
hopeful sign . He recognized that in 
such a case the new government has a 
selfish interest in getting the UN to 
publish a damaging report on condi
tions under the previous government, 
and thus to help justify the overthrow. 
" But I think we should go," he said . 
"Any direct contact with the author
ities and the people outside our 
bureaucratic system in Geneva and 

New York is good . And it is still useful 
for mankind to know if grave violations 
of human rights have taken place. 
Often, too, such countries will ask for 
advice on new legislation or a new 
judicial system." 

Sti 11 another reason for going, he 
added, was the likelihood that the new 
government wi 11 not have corrected 
every violation , and the visit would 
provide a chance to discuss some of 
those left unattended . 

Positive Signs 

Another positive sign cited by Dr. 
Van Boven was the overthrow of 
dictators in several countries during 
1979-notably Iran , Nicaragua, 
Uganda, Central African Empire and 
Equatorial Guinea. "Maybe the great 
powers will find it becoming too 
embarrassing to support dictators, " he 
said. 

As another hopefu I development, 
Dr. Van Boven spoke of the general 
situation in Africa . Whereas Africans 
of the black-ruled countries have 
previously tended to focus their 
human rights concern on the white
ruled areas, he said , they now give 
more attention to their own situations. 
Last September, he participated in a 
seminar with human rights experts 

The thirty-fifth session of the Commission on Human Rights. At the table, from 
left: Theodoor van Boven, Yvon Beaulne of Canada, the chairman, and J. Pace, 
the UN's secretary of the Commission. 
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from some 30 countries of Africa, and 
out of the seminar came a recommen
dation that the Organization for Afri
can Unity establish a human rights 
commission . " Many of the experts 
there said they could talk about 
violations in the white-ruled areas only 
if they put their own houses in order, " 
he reported . 

Some Obstacles 

But throughout the world questions 
about human rights violations still 
commonly bring stereotyped de
fenses, Dr. Van Boven indicated . " If 
someone raises a human rights ques
tion about some country, that country 
will reply , 'Look at yourself first ; your 
problem is worse,"' he said. " Or they 
may say, 'This is inadmissible interfer
ence in our domestic affairs.' Or, 'This 
is just not true; it is slander."' 

Another obstacle derives fro·m the 
difficulty of defining human rights 
standards. Most nations conrlemn rac
ism, but when a UN majority voted to 
label Zionism as racism, the consensus 
came unglued . 

Dr. Van Boven prudently declined 
to comment on the merits of that 
resolution. But he observed that " not 
every UN resolution is necessarily 
correct or wise." And he reported that 
the anti-Zionism resolution hurt the 
anti-racism work of the Human Rights 
Commission because the United 
States withdrew from that program, 
and some other governments became 
more " reserved ." 

On the topic of his doctoral thesis, 
religious liberty, Dr. Van Boven sees 
the UN moving with a decided lack of 
urgency. At the last meeting of the 
Human Rights Commission, he said, 
delegates made progress on a few 
articles of the long-argued convention 
on religious liberty. But he could not 
foresee adoption of a covenant in the 
near future. " In UN terms, it does not 
have the highest priority," he re
marked with diplomatic understate
ment. 

Fundamentally , Dr . Van Boven 
contends that respect for human rights 
must be secured by the people them
selves, in their own nations and 
localities. And the Human Rights 
Commission now seeks to encourage 
work on those levels. " The UN is too 
far away from the people," Dr. Van 
Boven said . " Change must take place 
where people live." • 

Tracy Ea rly, a free- lance w riter, is a 
frequent contributor. 
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HINTON 
RURAL LIFE CENTER 

Sitting on a hill overlooking Lake 
Chatuge , surrounded by the 
mountains of southwest North 

Carolina and northern Georgia, Hin
ton Rural Life Center is a perfect haven 
from the tensions of modern life. But 
dealing w ith these tensions is very 
much the business of Director Rene 0 . 
Bideaux and his staff. 

With its well-appointed , modern, 
motel-like rooms, dining hall and 
fellowship area, the Center is host to 
numerous retreats and study groups. 
Its.facilities can accommodate up to 60 
persons. For Clay County, North 
Carolina, the Hinton Lodge represents 
a center for year-round community 
activities. 

Al Simonton 

However, much of the time the staff 
is " on the road" across the Southeas
tern Jurisdiction of The United Meth
odist Church, under whose umbrella it 
operates. Although the Center and its 
staff serve many other purposes, it is 
primarily an institution dedicated to 
the renewal of sma ll congregations, 
especially those in town and country. 

Hinton's staff is uniquely suited for 
its miss ion . Rene Bidea ux co m
menced his ministry as pastor of rural 
churches in the North Caro lina Con
ference. After serving a term as a 
missionary in Costa Rica under the 

< Board of Global M ini stries, he served 
local pastorates in Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island. In 1973 Bideaux was 

appointed as superintendent of the 
Connecticut Valley District of the 
Southern New England Conference, a 
district composed largely of small 
membership churches. Ann Janzen 
and Judy Matheny, deaconesses and 
church and community workers ofThe 
United Methodist Church, and Mary 
Berrong, a Clay County native, help 
make up a balanced program staff. 
Competent support personnel aug
ment the program staff. 

Youth, young adults, families, sen
ior citizens ... the Center is con
stantly reaching out to strengthen the 
life of sma ll membership town and 
country churches, and other groups as 
its busy schedule permits. Recently, 

The Hinton Center Lodge where workshops, consultations, retreats, and community meetings take place. 



Right, VAST members had a day 
camp for Clay County youngsters 

during the week of orientation. From 
top, Randall Jackson paints the home of 

a Clay County older adult, Carolyn 
Rice paints with a YRG team, Rene 
Bideaux is executive director of the 

Hinton Rural life Center. 

the staff has been involved in several 
conference-wide consultations for 
churches of small membership. Some 
workshops held at Hinton during the 
last year include: women in ministry in 
the rural South; church management 
and scarce resources; worship in the 
small membership church; crisis and 
the mission of small membership 
churches. 

The Center's resources and capabil
ities are numerous. A few "for in
stances" will provide an insight into 
the kinds of ministry in which Hinton 
Center is engaged. 

Hinton's Volunteer and Service 
Training (VAST) program places col
lege students into a summer of mission 
work that is both exciting and genuine. 
Southern and Appalachian field staff 
help the students work with churches, 
community agencies, or educational 
systems. 

The Youth Renewal Group (YRG) 
program, during the spring and sum
mer, brings high school students to 
Hinton Center for a week of work, 
worship, sharing and recreation. Re
pair and cleanup projects for older 
adults and handicapped persons are 
among the services shared with the 
local community. 

In the area of research and data 
related to churches with small mem
berships, Hinton focuses almost ex
clusively on practical, applicable re
search and data gathering that provide 
insights into the long-term effects of 
specific styles of ministry, conference 
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policies, organizational models and 
social trends. 

A recent research project of the 
Center recruited some fifty persons in 
the Clay County area who were invited 
to help the Hinton staff assess the 
needs of older adults in the communi
ty. Nurses, clergy, social workers and 
others, who in their day-to-day profes
sions work with older citizens, report
ed on nearly 100 individual adults, 60 
years of age and over. Two-thirds of 
those visited were women and one
third were men; more than 90 percent 
were life-long residents of Clay Coun
ty. 

The information gathered from 
these visits focused on three general 
areas in the lives of these older 
persons: 1) basic maintenance of their 
lives, 2) services needed to stay in their 
homes, and 3) opportunities that 
would enrich the quality of their lives. 

The Center produces and distributes 
resource materials in response to the 
stated needs of the small membership 
church. Some of these resources in
clude: 

(1) The Hinton Herald. This publi
cation is issued five times a year as a 
resource tool. Each edition dedicates 
significant space to a specific theme 
relevant to the small membership 
church, such as worship in the small 
membership church, the future of the 
small membership church, and older 
adult ministries among dispersed pop
ulations. 
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(2) Hinton Papers . Substantive 
papers on themes of importance to 
leaders in small membership churches 
are published periodically for broad 
distribution. 

(3) Training Tools. Outlines, train
ing instruments, questionnaires, and 
bibliographies are produced for speci
fic training and consultative events. 

(4) Models and Case Studies. As 
program models develop and consul
tation reports accumulate, these are 
gathered into a usable or referable 
form for sharing and study. 

(5) Articles and papers produced 
for others. The Hinton staff occasion
ally produces articles, or makes ad
dresses, for groups outside of its own 
program format. 

The development of models for 
ministry to women in isolation has 
been made possible through the 
Women in Rural Development pro
gram of the Women's Division. These 
models suggest ways for small con
gregations to reach out to women who 
are cut off from their friends, their 
church and their community . 
. After spending a week at Hinton 
Center, the comment of one youth 
leader from First United Methodist 
Church, Vero Beach, Florida, proba
bly sums up the impact Hinton has 
upon those whose lives it touches: 

" Personally, I think yours is one of 
the best run projects I know of. The key 
to your effectiveness, I believe, lies in 
your emphasis on personal growth and 
renewal through a total program of 
ministry . . . While your program is 
well structured, there is also time for 
quiet reflection, which is needed to 
restore the soul. I felt refreshed when I 
left. II 

Upon leaving the Center, I saw a 
range of mountains covered with the 
clouds and haze too typical in this part 
of the world ; but the sun had found a 
hole in the clouds and one, sharply
pointed mountain was bathed in bril
liant sunlight. That for me was the 
Hinton focus on the small and the 
beautiful. • 

Al Simonton is editor of the North Carolina 
Christian Advocate. 

Left, Bideaux leads a group dur
ing workshop. Right, Linda 
Yanklowski talks with Eva Garri
son. Bottom, YRG teams from 
First UMC Vero Beach and 
Cleveland, Tennessee, relax after 
a covered dish dinner. 
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ISRAELI MEETS PALESTIN IAN 
AT U.S. MIDEAST SYMPOSIUM 

Palest inians and Israelis met at the 
International Inn in Washington in late 
October, in an International Symposium 
on the Middle East which was described as 
" a kind of miracle" by one American 
participant. 

Sponsored by New Outlook, an Israeli
Engl ish-language monthl y founded by 
Mart in Buber and dedicated to " coopera
tion and development of al 1 · the area 's 
peoples," the meeti ng of more than 300 
persons also included non- Israe li Jews, as 
well as American Christians interested in 
Middle East peace . The Israeli contingent 
included Arabs who are Israel i cit izens . 

However, a number of invited Palestin
ians, including three with ties to the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, six 
mayors of cities on the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank, and two persons from Bir Zeit 
University on the West Bank, could not 
come because of visa difficulties , intern al 
pressures and constraints, or politica l 
differences. 

For Simha Flapan , editor-in-chief-of 
New Outlook the meeting did as much to 
lay the foundation for future dialogues as it 
did to mirror the difficulties which charac
terize Arab-Jewish relations. 

The tone of the meeti ng was set by 
Raymonda Tawil , a Palestinian from Ra
mallah , a city on the West Bank, who said , 
" I wish to state on behalf of my people on 
the West Bank and Gaza that we Palestin
ians fu lly support every effort to bring a just 
and lasting peace w ith Israel on the basis of 
mutual recognition of national rights and 
which would enable the Palestinians' 
rights to self-determ ination and indepen
dence to be fulfilled ." Then, she added , 
" We wholeheartedly support the peace 
movement in Israel and extend to it our 
hand in friendship." 

Ms. Tawil called for a moratorium on 
Israeli settlements in the occupied terri
tories , unrestricted internal dialogue and 
debate by Palesti nians in the West Ba nk 
and Gaza on theirfutu re, recognition of the 
Palestinians' right to choose thei r own 
representatives and removal of Israeli 
impediments to Palestinian economic de
velopment on the West Bank. 

Another Palestinian, Hisham Sharabi , of 
Georgetown University, asserted that " the 
conditions for reconciliation between our 
two peoples now objectivel y exist for the 
first time in three decades." He scored the 
American government' s refusal to deal 
with the PLO as " unrea li stic , self-defeat
ing, and unbecoming a great power." 

Although there were no resolutions, Mr. 
Flapan asserted at the end of the meeti ng 
that peace can be based only on the 
se lf-determination of both peoples and that 
the policy of annexation and establishment 
of settlements on the West Bank must be 
opposed . 

The pledge in the Camp David agree
ments to grant " autonomy" to the 1 .1 
million Arab inhabitants of the Israeli-oc
cupied Gaza Strip and West Bank was the 
subject of sharp debate . 

Speaki ng of Israe l's stated aim of restrict
ing non-Jewish rule there simply to a 
measure of admin istrative control over 
local affai rs, Mr. Sharabi sa id the auton-

omy plan proposed by the government was 
" demeaning" to the Arab popu lation. 
Professor Shaul Friedlander, of the Univer
sity ofTel Aviv added that he didn ' t believe 
the process of autonomy would lead 
anywhere and that it was simply " a 
gimmick." Former American Ambassador 
to Egypt Herman Eilts called the accords "a 
half step" which had many basic miscal
culat ions, such as expecting Jordan and 
Saud i Arabia to join , but sti II brought peace 
to 40 million Egyptians: Ziad Abu Ziad , a 
Palestinian from East Jeru sa lem, said the 
" half step" on ly al lows the Israelis to 
continue ignoring the Palestin ians. Shula
mit Aloni, a member of the Knesset , said 

l 
I 

THE NEW YEAR presents a new opportunity for United Methodists to 
show that we really care about people through Missional Priorities -
Ethnic M inority Local Church, Evangelism and World Hunger. Resolve 
to respond to each one in 1980. Encourage your church to pay its 
Missional Priority Fund ·apportionment and participate in EMLC and 
World Hunger M issional Priority Advance Specials. 

For more information write: 
General Council on Ministries 
601 West Riverview Ave., 
Dayton, Ohio 45406 
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she was sorry to hear Camp David 
described as only a " half step," but she 
didn' t agree with Mr. Begin 's implementa
tion of the accords . Rabbi Arthur Hertz
berg, former president of the American 
Jewish Congress, asked , " What is so 
terrible about Camp David .... What is so 
wrong about something that exists and on 
which you can build?" He called for a 
solution of the West Bank which would 
" free Israel from the subtle erosion of its 
moral credit" but he defended the right of 
American Jews to ask for a de-militariza
tion of the West Bank. 

While an atmosphere of tolerance for 
differing views generally prevailed , ten
sions did surface between some American 
Jews, who wanted more concrete evidence 
of progress from the Israeli peace move
ment, and some Israelis who felt the 
Americans were not sufficiently urging the 
" Jewish Establishment" to end its uncriti
cal support of Israeli government policies . 

There were also differences over wheth
er the Palestinians had to renounce the 
" covenant" of 1964, calling for a secular 
democratic state of Palestine in place of 
Israel , and renou nee terrorism before 
Israelis would talk to them. There were 
Israel is on each side of this issue. 

As much as the presence of some 
Palestinians was an indication of progress, 
the absence of others was a reflect ion of 
how many pressures still inhibit dialogue. 
Three PLO activists were prepared to come 
to the conference, but the U.S. govern
ment refused to promise to issue visas for 
them. The PLO reportedl y gave the " green 
light" for six mayors from the West Bank to 
come, but at least one was told he would 
not receive an exit visa from the Israeli 
military authorities, and the others ac
cording to Professor Landrum Bolling of 
Earlham College, were intimidated by " the 
Communists within Israel and within the 
West Bank." 

Dr. Yaacov Amon , an Israel i economist 
who said he had himself experienced what 
it is like to live under military occupation , 
urged people not to be too quick to judge 
the actions of the mayors. " All who live 
under occupation know how large the 
limitations are." 

Professor Bolling, who called the meet
ing a kind of miracle said that the 
d ifficulties encountered by the conference 
reflect the reality that " on both sides there 
still exist great fears about the dangers of 
ful I, candid , comprehensive exploration of 
the issues." 

(Charles E. Brewster) 

COURT DENIES CHURCH REQUEST 
TO REVIEW PACIFIC HOMES CASES 
On November 26th the U.S. Supreme 

Court said it will not at this time consider 
whether the United Methodist Church can 
be sued as a denomination for alleged 
wrongdoings of the Pacific Homes retire
ment network . 

The court denied Church-sponsored 
petitions for writ of certiorari in two of the 

half-dozen lawsuits now pending which 
grow out of the ret irement facilities' 
bankruptcy. Granting the writ would have 
meant rev iew by the Supreme Court of 
decisions in a state and a federal district 
court, both of which hold the denomina
tion to be a suable entity. 

The denial of certiorar i does not consti
tute an opinion by the high court as to any 
liability of the church in the suits, but 
merely says the proceed ings are not ripe for 
review at this time. 

The dec ision by the Supreme Court was 
not unexpected , since only about five 
percent of such petitions are granted . 
However, the defendant's counsel be
lieved the issues involved are of such 
magnitude as to warrant the effort . 

Nothing in the November 26 decision 
precludes the issue going back to the high 
cou rt at a more traditional , post-trial time . 

At the time the pet itions were filed with 
the Supreme Court, Samuel W. Witwer Sr., 
chief counsel for the Church 's General 
Council on Finance and Administration , 
said the case is of " landmark" proportions 
since it raised for the first time before the 
high court whether a world-wide religious 
association such as United Methodism can 
be sued as an entity for alleged misdoings 
of one of its units . 

Pacific Homes had been related to the 
Pacific and Southwest Annual Conference, 
and predecessor bodies, for 65 yea rs 

before coming under control of a court
appointed trustee late in 1977. The homes 
corporation operated 14 facilities in Ari
zona , Southern California and Hawai i. 

The California courts have differed on 
the question of the nat ional church's 
liability but the higher of the tribunals , the 
State Court of Appeal , ruled last March that 
because it interpreted the UMC to be a 
hierarchi cal church , the denomination 
could be held liable in the damage suits . 

Methodist theologians and historians 
had argued before the Court of Appeal that 
the Church 's pol ity was connectional 
rather than hierarchical. 

The UMC was joined in its appeal to the 
U.S. Supreme Court in a friend-of-the
court brief by the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs , which. argued that 
making the UMC liable for the ret irement 
homes' bankruptcy " would unconstitu
tionall y mandate the demise of rel igious 
denominations as they now exist. " 

Bapt i st Joint Committee Research 
Director John W. Baker, who wrote the 
brief, argued further that the diversity of 
church polity among rel igious denomina
tions should compel the courts to refrain 
from categorizing them as either " hierar
chical " or " independent. " Between those 
two extremes, Mr. Baker maintained , 
existed various shades, including " quasi
hierarchical ," "Modified hierarchical ," 
" connectional ," and "cooperating con-

Abingdon Blble Handbook 

"No other handbook on the market today includes such a 
thorough and knowledgeable examination of each book of the Bible." 

-CHRISTIAN BOOKSELLER 

In this up-to-date resource, 
Edward P. Blair combines scholarship 
with a highly readable style to help lay 
persons and students interpret the 
Bible for themselves. Divided into three 
sections-The Bible Today, The Bible 
in History, and The Bible and Faith 
and Life-Abingdon Bible Handbook 
covers each book of the Bible and the 
Apocrypha. It also includes a beautiful 

16-page, full-color insert of the Holy 
Land, maps, charts, photographs, and 
an index. $15.95 

the book publishing deportment ot 
the united methodist publishing house 
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gregational " church bodies. Bapti sts de
sc ribe them selves as cooperating congre
gational. 

Mr. W itwer, the UMC's counsel , has 
termed the California rul ings a " funda
mental assailment" of First Amendment 
rights because a state court " is telling a 
re ligious denomination we don't read your 
structure the same way you do." 

Commenting on the Supreme Court's 
dec is ion not to review the proceedings at 
th is time, Mr. Witwer said , " I am disap
pointed th,e Supreme Court chose not to 
rev iew the \ ases at th is time, and it wil I be a 
year or two before we can bring it back 
there on a judgment. I think it will take the 
case later because of its magnitude." 

One of the early moves from plaintiffs in 
the case now, it is believed , will be an 
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APRIL 14-18 
Cultural Problems in Mission: 
Anthropology Where it Matters. Dr. Louis 
J. Luzbetak, S.V.D., Ed itor, ANTHROPOS 
International Journal. 
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Announcing the Kingdom: Latin American 
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attempt to get a money judgment in what is 
known as the " Tri gg case." 

summons on behalf of the church as a 
whole. 

Th is lawsu it, in federal court, names the 
denomination and a variety of church-re
lated units and individuals, as defendants . 
It grows out of the sale of some $5 m i llion 
in bonds by the Pacific Methodist Invest
ment Corporation with the proceeds used 
to ease some of the retirement network's 
financial woes . 

At the same time, the largest of the suits , 
known as the " Barr case" and involving 
attempts by some of the residents of Pacific 
Homes to have their lifecare contracts 
honored , is expected to move toward a 
possib le trial sometimes during 1980. 

The denomination already stands in 
default in the case on the grounds that no 
one is authorized to accept service of 

Estimates of time that would be involved 
in any such proceedi ng ra nge fro m nine 
months to two years . 

(Robert Lear for UMC, with Religious 
News Service) 

February wil l emphasize miss ion in the U .S., wi th artic les on fa rmers, prison m inistries 
in Indiana, a loca l church in Co lumbia, South Ca ro lina, an ecu menica l commun ity 
m inistry in St. Joseph, Mo., a theo logical institute in Mi lwaukee , and chi ld and famil y 
just ice projects in twenty states . 
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HuMAN RELATIONS DAY. February 10, 1980 

The United Methodist Church has a 
powerful response to the suffering and 
hurt created by our complex society. 
You demonstrate that you care when 
you give on Human Relations Day. Your 
gifts prove you care through: 

• In-Service Training program for 

• 
Ethnic Minorities-for both clergy 
and laity 

• Community Developers who help 

• 
relate local churches and com
munity needs 

• • t 
Voluntary Service personnel who 
work with community groups on 
behalf of the church 

Police-Community Relations, help
ing build better understanding 
and reducing tensions in con
flict situations 

human 
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Order Human Relations Day 
materials today from : 

United Methodist 
Communications 
1200 Davis St. 
Evanston, ll 60201 
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Committee on Personnel in Mission, 

Apr., (180) 
Common Standard for Human 

Rights, A , Oct., (41 2) 
Contemporary Debate on Human 

Rights , The, Oct., (409) 
Con ve rted Archb isho p , A , Oct ., 

(420) 
Cooperative Parish in Birmingham, 

A, Mar., (119) 
Cross Over Ku jyo Community, The , 

Sept. , (369) 
Crusade Scholarship Committee , 

Apr., (182) 

s 
Santee, Derrel and Dorothy, Jan. , 

(38 ) 
Schne iderman, Leo , Jan ., (22) 
Schoeberle in, Mar ion , Ju ly-Aug., 

(328); Dec., (492) 
Seitz, Blair, ov ., (460) 
Shaffer, John J., Nov., (444) 
Shaw , Bira, Jan ., (36) 
Shepard, T. Brooks, ov ., (44 7) 
Shepherd , J. Barrie, ov ., (459); 

Dec ., (492) 
Sh ields, Hazel, ov ., (464) 
Steve ns, The lma, Oct., (426) 
Sommer, Andrew, Oct., (415) 
Speight, R. Marston , June, (254) 
Stewart , Dw ight, Sept ., (374) 
Stickel! , Dorothy A., Sept ., (349) 
Stith , W . Hewlett, Jr., Ju ly-Aug., 

(316) 
Swiggett, Ernest, Mar., (135) 

T 
Taber, Charles R., Mar., (108) 
Tennant, Mary Jean, Feb., (85 ) 
Thompson , Betty, May, (234) 
Tucker, Richard, Dec., (500) 
Twomey, Kather ine, Jan ., (26) 

v 
Veglahn , Nancy, Sept ., (345) 
Vergara , Alex, Sept., (365) 
Vogelaar, Haro ld S., Sept. , (362) 

w 
Wh itman , Arthur H., June, (256) 
Wh itney , Henry, May, (213) 
W il liams, B. David, Jr., Mar., (129) 
W il son, Em ily Herring, Feb., (87) 
W ilson , Raymond , Mar., (124) 

y 
Young, H. Claude, Sept ., (379) 

z 
Zacca, Houda, June, (280) 
Za ldivar, Raquel Pu ig, Feb., (78) 

D 
Dilemmas in Relief and Develop

ment : No Easy Answer, Oct., (422) 

E 
East-West Church Dialogue Deepens 

Understanding, Oct ., (417) 
Ecumenica l and lnterreligious Con

cerns Division , Apr ., (152) 
Education : A 150-Year Investment, 

June, (256) 
Education and Cu ltivation Division , 

Apr., (166) 

F 
Fam ily Revival on the West Bank, 

Jan ., (35) 
Flood Relief in Govi ndpur, Ind iana, 

Jan ., (36) 
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Four of God's Signs, Jan. , (22) 
Fresh Impress ions from a Burmese 

Christian , May, (232) 
From Ass imilation to Vi sibi lity-Arab 

Americans , Dec., (5 36) 

G 
Genetic Engineering: Whose Human 

Rights?, Oct. , (395) 

H 
Habitat for Humanity, Dec., (497) 
Haitian Relig ious Art , Feb., (81) 
Haitians W ithout a Country, Feb., 

(78) 
Harnessing the Oceans to End Hun

ger, May, (216) 
Hassan Dehqani -Tafti-An Iranian 

Bishop, June, (276) 
Health and Welfare Ministries Divi

sion , Apr. , (154) 
Helping People Cope, Dec., (534) 
Hispanic Church Rebuilds in Brook

lyn, An , Mar. , (121 ) 
How Much Agreement Equals 

Unity?, Jan ., (20) 
Human Rights and the Bible, Oct. , 

(392) 
Human Rights Survey, A, Oct. , (401) 
Hunger, Land , and Responsible 

Stewardship, July-Aug. , (325) 

I 
I Am Not A Camera , Feb., (87) 
Interview w ith Mortimer Arias, An , 

Feb., (62) 
Involvement in a ew Nation in 

Papua ew Guinea, Mar., (129) 

J 
James Cone's Macedonian Call , July

Aug., (323) 

K 
Kamala Edwards Goes Home, Sept. , 

(373) 
Karekin II-The Head of an Ancient 

Church in Lebanon, June, (278) 

L 
Laos : A Country in Transition, Dec. , 

(523) 

A 
Africa 

African Task Force 
1-Church Growth and Develop

ment, Dec., (530) 
2-More African Theology , A, 

Nov., (440) 
Algeria 

Starting Over in Algeria, June, 
(272) 

Angola 
Angola: The Church Refused to 

Die, July-Aug., (302) 
Liberia 

Liberian Way, The , May, (221) 
Zaire 

Vitalit y and Growth in Zaire, 
Africa , Mar., (117) 

Aging 
Methodist Senior Services in North 

Mississippi , May, (229) 
Portland Church 's Project, A, May, 

(226) 

LAOS Workshops fo r Development 
in Washington, D.C. , Mar., (134) 

Latin American Protestants Move 
Toward Unity, Feb. , (60) 

Learn ing from the " Disabled", July
Aug., (3 19) 

Liberian Way, The, May, (221) 
Livi ng Roots: The Churches in the 

M iddle East, June, (248) 
Loans Help Develop Churches in 

U.S., Mar., (135) 
Look at World Evangelism, A, Jan ., 

(8 ) 
Lo vi ng and Caring for Troubled 

Teenagers , May, (213) 

M 
Methodist Hospital of Indiana, Feb. , 

(66) 
Methodist Sen ior Services in orth 

Mississippi, May, (229) 
Methodists, Moonies and Mormons, 

May, (208) 
Middle East Mosaic ; An Egyptian 

Pope, Sept. , (362) 
Ministry w ith Retarded Persons , A, 

July-Aug., (316) 
M ission Issues: 1-How Many Mis-

sionaries?, ov., (475) 2-Church 
Development, Dec. , (542) 

M ission on Fr iendship Square, Sept. , 
(356) 

Missionary in the Muslim World, A, 
June, (254) 

Missionary Medical Couple ever 
Retires, Jan ., (18) 

Monitoring the Helsinki Accords in 
Eastern Europe, Oct. , (415) 

More African Theology, A, Nov., 
(440) 

Mustard Seed, The, ov. , (463) 

N 
National Division , Apr., (156) 
Necessary First Step, A, June, (260) 
New Forms of Ministering in Ecua-

dor, Mar., (126) 
ew Kind of Hispanic Church , A, 
Sept. , (371 ) 

p 
Palestinians and Politics, June, (266) 

Parish Development in Kansas, May, 
(224) 

Peace Market Mother, Feb. , (76) 
Peace Treaty Without Peace , A, June, 

(262) 
Personal Testimony in Japan, Mar., 

(127) 
Picking Up the Pieces in W ich ita 

Falls, ov. , (456) 
Poem : Senility, Sept. , (349) 
Poems, July-Aug. , (328) 
Poems by Handicapped Japanese, 

July-Aug., (318) 
Portland Church's Project, A, May, 

(226) 
Prayer, ov., (459) 
Prescription for Development, Mar., 

(113) 
Promises to Keep, Sept. , (3 45) 
Protecting Children , Feb., (65 ) 
Puebla : A Sh ift to the Progressive, 

July-Aug., (320) 
Puebla: The Pope and the Poor, May, 

(200) 

Q 
Quest for a Better Tomato, ov., 

(446) 

R 
Reaction in Taiwan , May, (207) 
Religious Liberty-How Free?, Oct., 

(406) 
Recruiting Blacks for the Ministry, 

Sept. , (374) 
Report to Our Readers, A, Sept. , 

(375) 
Return to the New China , May, (204) 

s 
San Antonio: Looking Toward the 

Convocation , July-Aug., (296) 
Selection of Posters , A, Sept., (35 1) 
Shared House of God on the Prairie, 

Jan., (24) 
Sin City of the Arctic , Nov., (444) 
Special Report : Faith , Science and 

the Future, Sept. , (377) 
Special Report : " Open ing Doors" to 

the Hand icapped, July-Aug. , (329) 
Starting Over in Algeria, June, (272) 

SUBJECTS 

Alaska 
Sin City of the Arctic, Nov. , (444) 

Architecture/Art 
Changing Times, Changing Archi

tecture, Feb., (81) 
Haitian Religious Art , Feb. , (81) 

Asia 
Bangladesh 

Better Days in Bangladesh , Ju ly
Aug. , (311) 

Burma 
Fresh Impressions from a 

Burmese Christian , May , 
(232) 

China 
Church in China, The, Nov., 

(460) 
Reaction in Taiwan, May, (207) 
Return to the New China, May, 

(204) 
India 

Flood Relief in Govindpur, 
India , Jan ., (36) 

Kamala Edwards Goes Home, 
Sept. , (373) 

Japan 
Cross Over Kujyo Community, 

The, Sept. , (369) 
Personal Testimony in Japan, 

Mar., (127) 
Korea 

Peace Market Mother, Feb., (76) 
Laos 

Laos : A Country in Transition , 
Dec. , (523) 

Vietnam 
Vietnamese Counselor to Her 

People , July-Aug., (309) 
With Church Help, Refugees Are 

Coping, Jul y-Aug. , (305) 

B 
Board of Global Ministries 

Committed to Christ-Called to 
Change , Apr., (1 47) 

Committee on Personn~l in Mis-
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Swift Review of Crusade Scholar
ships, A, Jan ., (28) 

T 
Technology and the Third World, 

Dec. , (500) 
That of God in Every Man, Sept. , 

(349) 
Three Christmas Poems, Dec., (492) 
Thriving Pac ific Islander Churches 

Near Disneyland, Mar., (124) 
Tongan Congregation in Salt Lake 

City, A, Mar., (132) 
Torture-A Spreading Evil, Oct. , (398) 
Treasurer's Report, Apr., (183) 
Trends in Church Development , 

Mar., (108) 
Trying to Live a Simple Life, Dec. , 

(494) 
Two Billion New Arrivals, Nov. , 

(452) 

u 
UMVS-A Novel Network, Jan. , (29) 
United Methodist Committee on Re

lief, Apr., (161) 

v 
Victoria Aziz-An Egyptian Teacher, 

June, (277) 
Vietnamese Counselor to Her Peo

ple, Ju ly-Aug. , (309) 
Vitality and Growth in Zaire, Africa , 

Mar., (117) 

w 
" We Reach the Most eedy, Jan, (3 1) 
Where Have All the Industria l Mis

sions Gone?, Feb., (56) 
Wichita Church in Action, A, Ju ly

Aug., (330) 
With Church Help, Refugees Are 

Coping, July-Aug., (305) 
Women's Church Work, June, (280) 
Women's Division, Apr., (172) 
World Division, Apr., (176) 
World Refugee Situation, The, Oct. , 

(403) 
Worldwide Focus, A, Nov., (466) 

sion , Apr., (180) 
Crusade Scholarship Committee, 

Apr. , (182) 
Ecumenical and lnterreligious 

Concerns Division, Apr. , (152) 
Education and Cultivation Divi

sion, Apr., (166) 
Health and Welfare Ministries Di-

vision, Apr. , (154) 
National Division , Apr., (156) 
Treasurer's Report, Apr. , (183) 
United Methodist Committee on 

Relief, Apr. , (161) 
Women 's Division , Apr., (172) 
World Division, Apr. , (176) 

Books 
African Theology En Route, ed. by 

Kofi-Appian-Kubi and Sergio 
Torres, July-Aug. , (331) 

Contagious Congregation , The 
Frontiers in Evangelism and 
Church Growth by George G. 

Ch 

I 
Ch 

Ch 

Chu 
q 



Hunter, June, (281) 
Crooked Shall Be Made Straight, 

The by Rosal ie Griesse, May, 
(234) 

Grammar of Faith, The by Paul L. 
Holmer, June, (2 81) 

How To Be Happy In the on 
Electric Church by Merle Allison 
Johnson, Sept. , (379) 

Lord, Have You Cot a Minute? by 
Kenneth Wray Connors, Oct., 
(425) 

Revolt Against Chivalry, Jessie 
Daniel Ames and the Women 's 
Campaign Against Lynching by 
Jacquelyn Dowd Ha ll , Oct. , 
(426) 

Rise Up and Walk by Abel T. 
Muzorewa, Feb., (88) 

Telling the Story of the Local 
Church by Velma Sumrall and 
Lucille Germany , July-Aug ., 
(332) 

Visions of Glory, A History and a 
Memory of Jehovah's Witnesses 
by Barbara Grizzuti Harrison, 
Mar., (136) 

Women of Spirit : Female Leader
ship in the Jewish and Christian 
Traditions, ed . by Rosemary 
Ruether and Eleanor Mclaugh
lin , ov., (469) 

c 
Children/Youth 

Children 's Rights are Controver
sial, Oct. , (421 ) 

Genetic Engineering : Whose 
Human Rights? , Oct. , (421 ) 

Loving and Caring for Troubled 
Teenagers, May, (213) 

Protecting Children, Feb., (65 ) 
Christmas 

Christmas at Toberman House , 
Dec. , (528) 

Christmas, 19 79 : The Energy Cri
sis, Dec. , (488) 

Three Christmas Poems , Dec ., 
(492) 

Church Development 
Angola : The Church Refused to 

Die, July-Aug., (302) 
Bearers of the Mystery , Mar., (104) 
Church Growth and Development 

in Africa , Dec. , (530) 
Dilemmas in Relief and Develop-

ment : o Easy Answer, Oct. , 
(422) 

Liberian Way, The , May, (22 1) 
Loans Help Develop Churches in 

the U .S., Mar., (135) 
More African Theology, A, Nov., 

(440) 
Prescription for Development, 

Mar., (113) 
Special Report : Faith, Science and 

the Future, ept. , (377) 
Trends in Church Development, 

Mar., (108) 
Vitality and Growth in Zaire, Afri

ca, Mar. , (117) 
Where Have All the Industrial 

Mis ions Cone?, Feb., (56) 
Churches In Mi sion 

Cause for Hope , Feb. , (83 ) 
Changing Suburban Church in 

Maryland, A, Mar. , (128) 
" Church Like the Bread Will Rise, 

The", Jan ., (1 4) 
Cooperative Parish in Birmingham, 

A, Mar., (119) 

Cross Over Kujyo Community, 
The, Sept., (369) 

Hi spanic Church Rebuilds in 
Brooklyn, An, Mar., (121 ) 

LAOS Workshops for Development 
in Washington , D .C., Mar. , 
(134) 

Methodist Senior Services in orth 
Mississippi , May (2 29) 

Ministry with Retarded Persons , A, 
July-Aug. (316) 

New Kind of Hispanic Church, A, 
Sept. , (37 1) 

Parish Development in Kansas, 
May, (224) 

Picking Up the Pieces in Wichita 
Falls, ov. , (456) 

Portland Church 's Project, A, May, 
(226) 

Quest for a Better Tomato , ov., 
(447) 

Shared House of Cod on the 
Prairie . Jan ., (24) 

Thriving Pacific Islander Churches 
Near Disneyland, Mar., (124) 

Wichita Church in Action, A, July
Aug., (330) 

Community Deve lopment/Organ iza
tion 
Bob akata Organizes the Home 

Folks , Sept, (365) 
Casa de Amigos : Where Dreams 

Become Realities , Sept. , (358) 
Come to the County Jail, ov. , 

(450) 
Loving and Caring for Troubled 

Teenagers, May, (213) 
Ministry with Retarded Persons, A, 

July-Aug., (316) 
Trying to Live a Simple Life, Dec. , 

(494) 
UMVS-A ovel etwork, Jan. , 

(29) 
Where Have All the Industrial 

Missions Cone? , Feb. , (5 6) 

D 
Deaths 

Bal loch, Bi shop Enrique C. , Sept. , 
(341) 

Birtwh istle, The Rev . N. Allen, 
Mar., (102) 

Burris, Tom, ov., (435) 
Collins, Deidre, Sept., (341) 
Curry, Bishop Norris S. , June, 

(244) 
de Sa banes, Juanita, Sept. , (341) 
Edler, Irene, Sept., (341 ) 
Eshelman, Frances, June, (244) 
Forrest, A.C. , Feb., (5 4) 
Hayes, The Rev. E., Pearce, Sept. , 

(341 ) 
Kanodereka , The Rev . Arthur , 

Feb. , (5 4) 
Kitchen, Mrs. Margaret H., Mar., 

(102) 
Lacy , Mrs. Henry V. , Mar. , (102) 
Lary, Madeline, Dec. , (486) 
Mangel, Dr. Fred P., Mar. , (102) 
Matthews, Ruth Robinson, Dec. , 

(486) 
Mead , Margaret, Jan ., (95 ) 
Millen , Miss Lenore, Oct. , (390) 
Murphy, Patrick, S.V.D., Jan., (5) 

eeley, Ken , Feb. , (54) 
Newcomb, Kathryn , ov., (435) 
Newell , Bisho p Frederick B., 

Sept. , (3 41) 
ichols , The Rev. Ralph W ., Sept. , 
(3 41) 

Pryor, Bishop Thomas R., Sept. , 
(341 ) 

Robinson , Louise, Dec. , (486) 
Sells , James W ., Dec. , (486) 
Smith, John Owen, Jan ., (5) 
Stowe, The Rev. Everett, Oct. , 

(3 90) 
Streb, Louis , Dec., (486) 
Thatcher, Grace, Sept. , (341 ) 
Thompson , The Rev . Everett, June, 

(2 44) 
Weil , Lu iz Carlos , Sept. , (341) 
White, Frank P., Mar., (102) 

E 
Ecumen ica 1/1 nterrel igious 

How Much Agreement Equals 
Unity? , Jan ., (20) 

Human Rights and the Bible, Oct. , 
(392) 

Karekin /I-The Head of an An
cient Church in Lebanon, June, 
(278) 

Latin American Protestants Move 
Toward Unity, Feb. , (60) 

Living Roots: The Churches in the 
Middle East, June, (248) 

Methodists , Moonies and Mor
mons, May, (208) 

Missionary in the Muslim World, 
A, June, (254) 

More African Theology, A, Nov., 
(440) 

Puebla: A Shift to the Progressive, 
July-Aug., (320) 

Puebla : The Pope and the Poor, 
May, (200) 

Starting Over in Algeria, June, 
(272) 

Editorials 
The Commonwealth Plan , Sept. , 

(343) 
The Dalai Lama's Visit , Oct., (391 ) 
The Dav id Disasters , Oct., (391 ) 
The Death Penalty , July-Aug ., 

(295) 
The Egyptian-Israel i Treaty, June, 

(247) 
God 's Word To Us, ov., (439) 
Has Salt II Lost Its Savor ?, Sept. , 

(343) 
Laws Are On The Books, Mar., 

(103) 
No Solution In Rhodesia, M r. , 

(103) 
o Talk Is o W in, Oct. , (391) 

The Perils of Rel igion, Jan ., (7) 
Perils of Rel igion, Part II , Jan ., (7) 
Pope Watching, July-Aug., (295) 
The Pope's Visit , ov., (439) 
School Prayers . . . Again , May, 

(199) 
A Start In Kampuchea , Dec. , (486) 
A Statement on Baptism, May, 

(199) 
" Supposing It Were My Emily?", 

Feb., (55) 
Taking Lent Seriously, Mar. , (103) 
Towards True "Normal ization", 

Feb. , (55) 
The Ubiquity of Oppression, May, 

(199) 
What (Year-Of-The) Child Is This?, 

Dec., (486) 
Which " Boat People"?, July-Aug., 

(295) 
Witness In El Salvador, Mar., (103) 
A Worthy Prize, Dec. , (486) 
Zugzwang in Zimbabwe, June, 

(2 47) 

Education 
Education : A 150-Year Investment, 

June, (256) 
Swift Review of Crusade Scholar

ships, A, Jan., (28) 
Energy 

Christmas, 1979 : The Energy Cri
sis, Dec., (488) 

Ethnic Minorities 
From Assimilation to Visibility

Arab Americans, Dec ., (536) 
Hispanic Church Rebuilds in 

Brooklyn, An, Mar., (121 ) 
New Kind of Hispanic Church, A, 

Sept. , (371) 
Recruiting Blacks for the Ministry, 

Sept. , (374) 
San Antonio: Looking Toward the 

Convocation , July-Aug. , (296) 
Thriving Pacific Islander Churches 

Near Disneyland, Mar. , (124) 
Tongan Congregation in Salt Lake 

City, A, Mar., (132) 
Evangelism 

Look at World Evangelism , A, Jan., 
(8 ) 

H 
Haiti 

Haitian Religious Art, Feb., (81 ) 
Haitians Without a Country, Feb., 

(78) 
Handicapped Persons 

Learning from the " Disabled", 
July-Aug., (316) 

Ministry with Retarded Persons, A, 
July-Aug. , (316) 

Special Report : " Opening Doors " 
to the Handicapped, Jul y-Aug., 
(329) 

Wichita Church in Action, A, July
Aug., (330) 

Hawai i 
Bob akata Organ izes the Home 

Folks, Sept. , (365) 
Health Care 

Clinics With Clergy on Staff, Feb., 
(70) 

Helping People Cope, Dec. , (53 4) 
Methodist Hospital of Indiana , 

Feb., (66) 
Mission on Friendship Square, 

Sept. , (356) 
Missionary Medical Couple Never 

Retires, Jan. , (18) 
Housing 

Habitat for Humanity, Dec. , (497) 
Human Rights 

Children 's Rights are Controver
sial, Oct. , (421 ) 

Common Standard for Human 
Rights, A, Oct., (41 2) 

Contemporary Debate on Human 
Rights, The, Oct., (409) 

Converted Archbishop, A, Oct., 
(420) 

Genetic Engineering : Whose 
Human Rights?, Oct. , (395) 

Human Rights and the Bible, Oct. , 
(392) 

Human Rights Survey, A, Oct. , 
(401 ) 

Monitoring the Helsinki Accords in 
Eastern Europe, Oct. , (415) 

Religious Liberty-How Free? , 
Oct. , (406) 

Torture-A Spreading Evil, Oct. , 
(398) 

Hunger 
Cause for Hope, Feb. , (83) 
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Churchman Helps Advise the Pres
ident, A, May, (2 19) 

Harnessing the Oceans to End 
Hunger, May, (2 16) 

Hunger, Land, and Respons ible 
Stewardship, Ju ly-Aug., (325) 

Quest for a Better Tomato, Nov., 
(44 7) 

L 
Latin America 

Converted Archbishop, A, Oct ., 
(420) 

Ecuador 
New Forms of M inistering in 
Ecuador, Mar., (126) 

Puebla : A Shift to the Progressive, 
July-Aug., (320) 

Puebla : The Pope and the Poor, 
May, (200) 

Latin American Protesta nts Move 
Toward Unity, Feb., (60) 

Letters From Overseas 
Brazil , Jan ., (3 8) 
Chile, Nov., (38) 
India, Dec. , (519) 
Malaysia , Dec. , (5 19) 
Mozambique, Feb., (85) 
Nigeria, Feb., (85) 
Ta iwan, Jan. , (38) 
Zimbabwe, Feb., (85 ) 

M 
M iddle East 

At Work in Egyptian Villages, June, 
(274) 

Education : A 150-Year Investment, 
June, (256) 

From Assimilation to Visibility, 
June, (256) 

Hassan Dehqani-Tafti-An Iranian 
Bishop, June, (276) 

Karekin II-The Head of an An
cient Church in Lebanon, June, 
(278) 

Living Roots : The Churches in the 
Middle East, June, (248) 

Middle East Mosaic: An Egyptian 
Pope, Sept. , (362) 

Missionary in the Muslim World, 
A, June, (254) 

Victoria Aziz-An Egyptian Teach
er, June, (277) 

Women's Church Work, June , 
(280) 

Palest ine 
Family Revival on the West 

Bank, Jan., (35 ) 
Palestinians and Politics, June, 

(266) 
Peace 

Necessary First Step, A, June, 
(260) 

Peace Treaty Without Peace, A, 
June, (262) 

Mission Issues 
1-How Many Missionaries? , 

Nov., (475) 
2-Church Development, Dec. , 

(542) 
M ission Means . . . 

Call and Response, Sept., (347) 
Caring Ministry, A, Nov., (464) 
Mustard Seed , The, ov., (463) 
Promises to Keep, Sept., (345) 
Selection of Posters , A, Sept. , (351 ) 
That of God in Every Man, Sept ., 

(349) 
Worldwide Focus , A, (466) 

p 

Pacific Islands 
Papua ew Guinea 

Involvement in a New Nation in 
Papua New Guinea , Mar., 
(129) 

Thriving Pacific Islander Churches, 
Mar., (124) 

Tongan Congregation in Salt Lake 
City, A, Mar., (132) 

Persons In Mission 
Bob Na kata Organizes the Home 

Folks, Sept. , (365) 
Come to the County Jail, Nov. , 

(450) 
Converted Archbishop, A, Oct. , 

(420) 
Family Revival on the West Bank, 

Jan ., (35 ) 
Fresh Impressions from a Burmese 

Christian, May, (232) 
Hassan Dehqani-Tafti-An Iranian 

Bishop, June, (276) 
Helping People Cope, Dec. , (534) 
H ispanic Church Rebuilds in 

Brooklyn, An, Mar., (121) 
I Am Not A Camera, Feb., (87) 
Interview with Mortimer Arias, An, 

Feb., (62 ) 
James Cone's Macedonian Call, 

July-Aug., (323) 
Kamala Edwards Goes Home, 

Sept. , (373) 

Karekin II-The Head of an An
cient Church in Lebanon, June, 
(278) 

Letters From Overseas, Jan ., (3 8); 
Feb., (85); ov. , (468); Dec., 
(519) 

Middle East Mosaic: An Egyptian 
Pope, Sept. , (362) 

Missionary in the Muslim World, 
A, June, (254) 

Missionary Medical Couple Never 
Retires, Jan., (18) 

New Forms of Min istering in Ecua 
dor, Mar., (126) 

Peace Market Mother, Feb., (76) 
Personal Testimon y in Japan, Mar., 

(127) 
Protecting Children, Feb., (65) 
Sin City of the Arctic, Nov., (444) 
Trying to Live a Simple Life, Dec., 

(494) 
Victoria Aziz-An Egyptian Teacher, 

June, (277) 
Vietnamese Counselor to Her Peo

ple, July-Aug., (309) 
Women 's Church Work , June , 

(280) 

R 
Refugees 

With Church Help, Refugees Are 
Coping, July-Aug. , (305) 

Wor ld Refugee Situation , The , 
Oct. , (403) 

T 
Third World 

Two Bi ll ion New Arrivals, ov., 
(452) 

Technology and the Third World, 
Dec. , (500) 

w 
World Rel ief 

At Work in Egyptian Villages, June, 
(274) 

Better Da ys in Bangladesh, July
Aug. , (311) 

Churchman Helps Advise the Pres
ident, A, May, (219) 

Dilemmas in Relief and Develop
ment : No Easy Answer, Oct. , 
(422) 

Family Revival on the West Bank, 
Jan., (35) 

Flood Relief in Govindpur, India, 
Jan. , (36) 

Harness ing the Oceans to End 
Hunger, May, (216) 

Laos: A Country in Transition , 
Dec., (523) 

Picking Up the Pieces in Wichita, 
Falls, ov., (456) 

" We Reach the Most Needy", Jan., 
(31) 

MILLIONS OF PEOPLE-half of them children-are homeless, hungry 
and without hope because of calamity and strife in every part of today's 
world. Children, because they are physically and mentally immature, 
need special concern and care. UMCOR is helping to meet the needs 
of thousands of children through its Child Support Program in Asia, 
providing food , clothing, medical assistance. education-and love. You 
can be a part of this ministry of love and concern. 

r 
I 
I 
I Clip this coupon 

I 
and mail with 
your check to : 

--------------... SEND YOUR GlfT OF LOVE TODAY! 201225-a I 

CITY ________ STATE---- ZIP ___ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I UMCOR I Room 1439 CHURCH ANNUAL CONFERENCE I 

4 75 Riverside Drive The Un.led Me1ho<hS1 Child Supoort PrOQr•m is a part or the world wide ministry or 
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LOOlllNG TOWARD GENERAL CONFERENCE 

3. ACCOUNTABILITY ON PUBLIC l~~UE:~ 
Some United Methodists these days are afraid to turn on their TV for the evening news or read t he 
newspaper for fear of finding another controversial issue or cause in which their Church is somehow 
involved. Their immediate reaction often is to say, ''That doesn't speak for me." What is the account
ability of the church to its members in speaking out on public issues? 

Twelve years ago Professor Paul Ramsey of Princeton University wrote a book for Abingdon Press 
called Who Speaks for the Church? In it he asserted that " the political conscience of the nation wou ld 
be aided more, and particular decisions more instructed, if there were fewer judgments emanating 
from the churches upon specific cases, delivered as if these were the only conclusions to be reached 
from considerations of morality." In critici!.m of a speech by Dr. John Bennett, then president of New 
York's Union Theological Seminary, Dr. Ramsey argued that Bennett was doing fine as long as he 
limited himself to general statements about war, such as not using nuclear or conventional bombs 
against centers of population and resolving never to use nuclear weapons first. But when Bennett 
became specific and suggested that people "counteract" the pressure of war hawks, Ramsey sa id that 
the voice of religion had no longer become " the whole political truth" but only a counterweight. 

Critics of Dr. Ramsey's view argue that in this world , as Reinhold Niebuhr said, too often the 
"children of light" are not as wise as the "children of darkness" in the use of power, that Old Testa
ment prophetic injunctions were explicit and specific, and that Christians should not be afra id to use 
the power they possess to achieve goals they believe are in accord with the Gospel. 

Furthermore, over the years people have noticed that more attention is paid to actions than to state
ments. In 1966, for instance, the Methodist Board of Missions declined to withdraw its investment 
portfolio from First National City Bank but said it would try to work with other groups in attempting 
to change American business policies in South Africa. Not much happened . Two years later, when the 
Board decided to remove the portfolio of one of its divisions, angry lett ers poured in from all over. 
Mrs. Porter Brown, the board 's general secretary, said it is " a moral obligation of the churches to 
throw whatever light they can upon the dark wounds of suffering in our world. " A few years later, 
First National City quietly declined to renew its revolving loan agreement with South Africa . In the 
opinion of many it was the action of the churches which caused this reversal. 

In recent years church agencies have moved from statements to controversial stockholder actions, 
financial grants, boycotts, filing of "friends of the court" briefs, and in the case of the Women 's 
Division, to being a plaintiff in a class action suit. 

As the action has become more specific, so it seems the criticism has mounted. Some people cla im 
that just keeping track of the number of things a good churchperson should boycott or oppose has 
become a problem. One person jokingly says he'd like to get it all out of his sytem some weekend and 

New World Outlook • January 1980 [43] 43 



go to a non-ERA supporting state, take a room in a Stouffer's-owned hotel, sleep on J.P. Stevens 
sheets, eat a bunch of Chiquita bananas for breakfast with his Nestle's coffee, and write letters to 
Ralph Nader telling him to go "freeze in the dark. " Harold H. Osborn of Syracuse, New York , 
probably reflected this opinion when he wrote to the Texas Me thodist that the Church should allow 
the clergy to sermonize but " no counci l or conference should ever go on record with an opinion 
representing its membership as taking a stand on any political issue." In 1978 the Ecumenical and 
lnterreligious Concerns Division of BOGM spent over 200 hours just answering letters from persons 
who questioned the decision of the World Council of Churches' Programme to Combat Racism to 
give money to the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe. 

On the other hand, the Women's Division does not sense that criticism from its constituency of its 
public issues actions, including its participation as a plaintiff in McCrae vs. Califano opposing restrict
ions on federal funds for abortions, is anything more than " minimal. " At least it does not compare to 
the furor of 1954 when the Women's Division supported the Supreme Court ruling outlawing segrega
tion in public schools. Even so, one of the petitions before General Conference this year, sponsored by 
the Good News movement, would prevent any board or group from filing civil litigation in class actions 
suits (that is, a suit on behalf of a group or "class" of people) without prior approval from General 
Conference or the Council of Bishops. 

Peggy Billings, Women's Division assistant general secretary for Christian Social Relations, acknowl
edges that over the years tactics have changed and that this appears now to be the "era of litigation." 
The courts, not the Congress, have become the place for the redress of grievances. She says her d!vision 
not only has a mandate for its actions from the Discipline but also the power of a representative pody 
of directors in decision making. 

The representative nature of the Women's Division is shown in its election process. Each United 
Methodist Women conference nominates three women and one alternative to the jurisdictions. The 
jurisdictions select a group to forward to the jurisdictional conferences and the jurisdictional con
ferences elect members from this list to the Women 's Division and to the Board of Global Ministries. 
These nominations are supposed to reflect racial inclusiveness, diversity of age and marital status, 
membership in former denominational women's organizations, and employed and unemployed 
women . The final number elected is 75. 

The Division in turn reports back on its actions. After each of the two yearly meetings the Division 
sends a letter to each of the 35,000 units of United Methodist Women. Says associate general secretary 
Theressa Hoover, "because the Division has, a constituency it has a commitment to helping the consti 
tuency understand public issues." Ms. Hoover also believes that the UMW membership tends to be 
"more open and accepting of statements on public policy" than the general church membership 
because of the ongoing educational program of the Division through numerous seminars, schools of 
Christian mission and other forums. 

This year the Women's Division is again sending petitions to General Conference on a number of 
specific public policy issues, often in conjunction with other general church agencies. Among other 
things, the Division would like the Church to oppose the practice of "redlining" by banks, support 
ministries to women in crisis such as rape victims, support new gu idelines controlling the sterilization 
of women against their will or knowledge, renew its support for the United Nations and promote 
educational programs to help Christians understand the intricacies of the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
urge governments to seek the participation of the Palestine Liberation Organization " in all future 
negotiat ions." Also , the Division wants United Methodists to work for a "comprehensive health care" 
system in the U.S., support the principle of flexible retirement, oppose the resurgence of the Ku 
Klux Klan, a11d resist "easy moralisms or dogmatic views" regarding sexual behavior. 
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The General Conference itself has always been considered the voice of the Church and there does not 
seem to be much opposition to the right, even the duty, of General Conference itself to speak on 
public issues. The strong social heritage of the Church in the Un ited Methodist tradition necessitates 
some voice of authority in the public arena. The criticism tends to come at the point of the agencies 
which are mandated to carry out the wishes of General Conference. 

As Dr. Tracey K. Jones, Jr., the general secretary of the Board of Global Ministries, sees it, the account
ability of the agencies works both ways : to be accountable to the policies set by the General Confer
ence and also to bring specific policy suggestions to General Conference. "There is no great issue that 
is not brought to the next General Conference," he says. But also, "We do not have freedom to go in 
any direction we want to go .... I don't know any group that you can trust more than General Con
ference." 

Because of the short time in which General Conference must meet it is imperative that the agencies 
bring in petitions and recommendations that are well thought through and researched, comprehensive 
and concrete, he says. At the 1976 General Conference, says Dr. Jones, there was confusion and in
evitably inaction when the agencies brought in conflicting recommendations on national health 
programs. That was a case in which the agencies did not properly discharge their role as ongoing 
servants of the General Conference. 

As Dr. Jones sees it, there are actually four "parameters" which define the accountability of the Board 
of Global Ministries on public issues. These are the Gospel itself, the General Conference, the 159 
directors of BOGM, and the divisions or committees. In addition, the Board speaks only for it self. 

"Our critics are accountable to General Conference, too, " he says. "No one has the freedom to put 
out just what they like." There are broad public policy issues on such areas as South Africa, race, the 
Equal Rights Amendment, disarmament, etc., on which the General Conference has clearly spoken. 
"They (the critics) may not agree on tactics, and they have a right to do that, but are they ready to 
deal with the issues themselves?" he asks. 

Another area in which accountability questions are raised is in the relationship of The United Method
ist Church to the World Council of Churches and the National Council of Churches. These questions 
often focus on the Ecumenical and lnterreligious Concerns Division, two of whose staff members 
are part of the United Methodist delegation on the National Council of Churches general board. The 
United Methodist delegates to the National and World Councils of Churches are not named by EICD 
itself but by the Council of Bishops or elected by the General Conference. 

Dr. Robert Huston, associate general secretary of the Division, says that United Methodist delegates 
to the NCC are accountable to General Conference because there has to be a "barrier to anarchistic 
individualism" and a focus of one's responsibility. Nevertheless, on many issues which come before 
the NCC board the General Conference has not spoken in such a way as to have "amenable" force, 
thus very often United Methodists will be voting on separate sides of the same issues. "Our responsi
bility is to vote on the best knowledge we have and part of the expectation of that is knowing whether 
there is a statement of General Conference that has amenable force," says Dr. Huston. "Our account
ability is a combination of the independence of the individual Christian who nevertheless is responsible 
to the denomination of which he or she is a member." 

Dr. Huston also points out that the National Council of Churches does not speak for its member 
churches but speaks only for itself. "The NCC is accountable in the sense of being responsible to the 
member churches." However, he acknowledges that this distinction is often lost in the way NCC 
actions are reported. 

New World Outlook • January 1980 [45) 45 



For all the accountability crisis caused by the controversial actions of various agencies of the Church 
on public issues, it must be admitted by any but the most determined critics that the "track record" 
has been remarkably farsighted in general. The overwhelming majority of United Methodists today 
would have trouble disagreeing with support for racial desegregation in public schools-and many 
would be proud that their Church took a strong role in this effort. Likewise, the Women's Division 
was in early support of the student "sit-in" movement of the 50's ("a sensitive Christian not only 
understands but also sympathizes"), the March on Washington in 1963, and the Selma to Montgomery 
March in 1965 in which two staff members participated. In the late 60's a decision to join a boycott 
of the Dow Chemical Company for its manufacture of napalm was widely criticized but also effective; 
the company later did not renew its contract with the U.S. government. 

In April, 1978 the Women's Division was widely criticized and there were calls for dismissal of staff 
members after the Division denounced the "internal settlement" in Rhodesia and warned that without 
the participation of all the political forces, including the Patriotic Front, the settlement "may actually 
precipitate violent confrontation among Zimbabweans." Angry letters filled church newspapers. But 
the fact is that the Peace Conference in London was based pretty much on the position outlined by 
the Women's Division and the "internal settlement" has been seen as a dead end. 

It is too easy to say that the accountability crisis boils down to a communications crisis. Many people 
understand the issues just as well as those who take the controversial stands-they just have a different 
point of view. But there is also truth in the statement of Dean Kelley in Why Conservative Churches 
Are Growing that it has not been the social action itself but the failure to communicate the implica
tions of the action for "ultimate meaning" to the members that has been the problem of the mainline 
churches. He suggests every religious group ask itself how a given activity will "help make clearer the 
ultimate meaning of life to our members" and if the answer is not fairly obvious the group should 
reserve its energies for activities which "speak more plainly to its purpose." 

To a certain extent the "accountability crisis" of church agencies is a product of a general mistrust 
of all forms of bureaucracy in our national life, beginning with the federal government and working 
on down. The slogan of the 60's-"Don't trust anyone over 30"-has become "Don't trust anyone over 
30 miles away." American church historians agree that no matter how connectional or hierarchical 
the polity of a given Church, most American churchgoers have difficulty conceiving of the Church 
beyond the local unit and essentially "think congregational" in their concepts of church government. 
This is why suggestions such as that of Dr. Albert Outler to solve the accountability crisis by giving 
more authority to the Council of Bishops to oversee agencies are not likely to satisfy essentially the 
critics of various social action programs. 

The question underlying the perception of statements on public issues is largely not one of agreement 
on content but of trust. Can this trust be strengthened by better accountability of those representing 
church members on program agencies? This will be the subject of our next "Mission Issues." 
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"Stimulating ecumenical reading ... 
these volumes make vivid the wide range of Christian creative 
thought in our day." -JOURNAL OF ECUMENICAL STUDIES 

Drawing on a wide range of sources and contributors from around the 
world , earlit:r volumes in the highly acclaimed Mission Trends series have 
provided a forum for the discussion of crucial issues in contemporary world 
mission efforts . 

Mission Trends No. 4 extends the series by examining theologies of 
liberation developed within the orthodox tradition of western Christianity. 
Included here are essays on black and feminist theology, and on the Asian
American, Native-American and Hispanic-American experiences ; among 
the contributors are William Pannell , Rosemary Radford Reuther, Virginia 
Mollenkott , Vine Deloria Jr., Cesar Chavez, Robert McAfee Brown and 
Jurgen Moltmann . 

Representing the latest and most perceptive thinking on the theology and 
practice of world missions , the series constitutes an unmatched resource for 
students, for those actively engaged in mission enterprise, and for all those 
who support missionary efforts throughout the world. 
Mission Trends No. 4: Liberation Theologies in North America and Europe, 
edited by Gerald H . Anderson and Thomas F. Stransky, C.S.P. 
ISBN 0-8028-1709-2 paper, 289 pages , $3 .45 
Also Available: 
Mission Trends No. 1: Crucial Issues in Missions Todav 
ISBN 0-8028-1483-2 paper, 276 pages , $3.45 
Mission Trends No. 2: Evangelization 
ISBN 0-8028-1624-X paper, 279 pages , $3 .45 
Mission Trends No. 3: Third World Theologies 
ISBN 0-8028-1654-1 paper, 254 pages , $3.45 

lh... At your bookstore 

••lli931l
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In Canada: Oxford University Press. 70 Wynford Dri ve. Don Mill . Ontario M3C IJ9 



JAN. 21-25 
FEB. 4-7 New Religious Movements as 

Challenge to the Churches. 
Johannes Aagaar d, Aar hus 
Univers ity, Denmark; Pres ident 
of International Association 

The Church Growth Debate: 
God's Arithmetic or Ours? 
Orlando Costas, Howard 
Hageman, Oatis Roberts , 
Harvie Conn; M ir iam F. 
Per lewitz, M .M .. and David 
Moore . Joint seminar with the 
Continuing Education Center 
of Princeton Theological 
Seminary, at Princeton. 

FEB.12-15 fo r M ission St udies . 

Missionary Preaching: 
The Gospel in Context. 
Samuel Kamalesan , 
Vice-Pres ident-at-Large , "-'Z· ~ 
World Vis ion International. , " ' 

MAR.4-7 ~ ' 
Middle East Mo~aic: 
Christian Churches Witness
in a Muslim World. Norman 
Horner, Associate Director, 
OMSC , and Archbishop 
Athanas ius Samuel , Syrian 
Orthodox Church. 

MAR.11-14 
Laboratories of the Spirit: 
Four Mornings on Prayer. 
Anna-Marie Aagaard , Aarhu 
University, Denmark. 

MAR. 18-21 ·~ 
The Biblical Basis for 
Mission. Gerald 
An'derson, Director, 
OMSC. 

MAR. 24-28 ··-
The Bible, The Poor, and ~ 
Oppression. Harvie -
Conn, Westminster 
Theolog ical Seminary. 

APR. 7-11 
Christian Witness to , · 
Muslims: Issues for 
Mission Today. David . 
Kerr, Selly Oak Colleges , ~ ?_ 1 

Birmingham, England . 

APR.14-18 
Cultural Problems in 
Mission: Anthropology 
Where it Matters. Louis J . 
Luzbetak , S .V.O., Ed itor, 
Anthropos International 
Journal. 

APR. 21-25 
Announcing the Kingdom: 
Latin American Perspec
tives on Evangelization. 
Mortimer Arias , Latin 
American Methodist 
Council of Churches, 
La Paz, Bol ivia. 

APR. 29 - MAY 2 
Jesus Christ, Salvation, 
and the World's 
Religions. Stephen Ne ill , 
Oxford , England . 

~ -.,--.. ..... , 
Publ ishers of 4 :I 

The Occasional Bulletin ~ - --4.-
of Missionary Research "l 

------ ~----------------------~~ --
OVERSEAS MINISTRIES STUDY CENTER 
Ventnor, NJ 08406 
Gerald H. Anderson, Director, Norman A. Horner, Assoc. Director 

In a setting that invites reflection and renewal, we of fer highly 
re levant courses of study for cross-cultural and international 
ministries , and accommodations with a family atmosphere. 

REGISTRATION: $25 per course, w ith room and meals additiona l. 

0 Send appl1cat1on and. more information 

ADDRESS ------ --- ---------

CITY ___ ____ STATE ____ ZIP - ----

COUNTRY _______ __________ _ 

--------------------------- - ----------~ 






