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Missionaries. Less than two years after setting a goal of 1 ,000 persons in mis
sion by 1980 (including 750 missionaries serving overseas), the directors of the 
World Division of BOGM have concluded that the goal was "unrealistic and unfea
sible" if the Division is to maintain program support to colleague churches and 
ecumenical agencies. Citing a declining percentage of World Service coming to 
the World Division and the increased cost of missionary support because of infla
tion and the declining value of the dollar, the directors of the Div i sion at a 
January meeting in Stony Point, N.Y., were asked to set priorities. By voting 
to keep program support at the 1979 level, less money will be available for mis
sionary support. While stressing that "this is not a decision to reduce the 
missionary force", the suggested figure for 1980 is 550 full-salaried mission
aries plus 50 on alternative funding as contrasted with 646 U.S. missionaries as 
of Jan. 1, 1979. Any decline in missionary personnel will come about as a result 
of attrition rather than recall. Additional income and alternative patterns of 
support will be sought. 

World Methodist Dialogues. Talks between Methodists and Lutherans and Methodists 
and Roman Catholics on a world level were held in January in East Germany and 
Rome. Meeting in Dresden, Methodists and Lutherans held the first of a series 
of dialogue sessions, the topic being "The Authority of the Bible and the Authen
ticity of the Church. 11 Included was a joint worship service of Dresden congre
gations at which Methodist Bishop Armin Haertel preached and Lu thera n Bishop 
Hempel was the liturgist The talks in Rome, a continuing part of the 
Methodist-Roman Catholic dialogue, focused on "The Doctrine and Per son of the 
Holy Spirit. 11 

British Youth. The 34th London weekend of the Methodist Association of Youth 
Clubs drew over 10,000 young people from the British Isles and Ireland. A 
march of witness to Trafalgar Square highlighted the event. 

Human Rights. The U.S . Department of State has released its third annual report 
card on the status of human rights in countries which receive economic or mili
tary aid from the United States. Among the graded were: the Philippines, where 
there is a "serious curtailment of the human rights of many citizens;" Taiwan, 
which is "essentially a one-party state, operating under martial law provisions 
which the authorities say are necessary owing to the continuing confrontation 
with the People 1 s Republic of China" but "reports of torture in Taiwan are now 
rare;" Botswana, between Rhodesia and South Africa, which "has mainta i ned i ts 
fundamental principles of political democracy, the rule of law and respect for 
human rights;" Nicaragua, whose government "was responsible for to r ture and 



summary execu ti on;" and South Korea, whose restrictions on peaceful expression of 
dissent are vi ewed by t he St ate Department as "excessive in relation to the threat 
under which the nat i on li ves and as contrary to international standards." Also, 
Israel got hi gh marks for being a "full-fledged parliamentary democracy with ex
tremely hi gh standards of j ustice and human rights," but the Israeli government's 
admini stration of the occupied territories did not fare as well: "instances of 
mistrea tment have occurred ." Egypt has sharply curtailed the activities of the 
secret poli ce and "permit ted greatly increased freedom of expression, " but a new 
l aw gives t he gove rnmen t "broad powers to ban publication of newspapers and jour
nal s deemed t o conf lict wi th the national interest." The State Department's re
port on Iran was al ready outdated , but two years ago its report gave the country 
very poor grades in t he area of human rights. 

Deaconesses. Almost 600 deaconesses and professional women church workers from 
Asia, the Pacific, North America and Europe took part in the 13th assembly of the 
Wor ld Federat i on of Deaconess Associations in Manila, the Philippines, Jan. 24-31. 
A Swed i sh deaconess , Inga Bengtzon, was chosen as the new president, replacing 
Be t sy Ewi ng, assoc iat e general secretary of the United Methodist Board of Global 
Mi nistr ies , who ser ved for over six years. A group of 28 United Methodist dea
conesses and home mi ss ionar i es from the U.S.A . combined the assembly with a travel 
seminar whi ch involved a look at United Methodist work in India, Southeast and 
East Asia . 

Hea l th and Welfare. The Division of Health and Welfare Ministries, United Metho
di st Boa rd of Global Ministries, plans to make 10 grants of $500 each to United 
Method i st churches wh i ch submit plans for making their church building or program 
accessib l e to people with handicapping conditions. Access might involve instal
lation of ea r phones , shorten i ng pews so the wheelchair-bound might sit in the 
congrega ti on or prov idi ng signers for the deaf . The division is also seeking 
f i ve co1T111 uni t i es for pil ot projects of ecumenical, multiple-ministry programs 
for ol der persons similar to the Shepherd's Center in Kansas City, Mo. The proj
ects will be f i nanced by the Daisy and Harry R. Kendall funds administered by the 
Hea l t h and Wel fare Mi ni str i es division. The division has named the Rev. Paul V. 
Maves, a wr i ter and admin i strator in the field of the aging, as a special consul
tant on local church/commun i ty-based ministries with the aging. 

UMCOR Grants . At its midwinter meeting in Houston, the United Methodist Commit
t ee on Reli ef vot ed nearly $1 .5 million in special grants for projects and pro
grams in 43 countri es in Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Central and Latin America 
and the Middle East. Some $115,000 went to eight refugee and rehabilitation pro
grams in t he Middl e Eas t , $125,138 to 15 projects in Haiti, and $20,000 to aid 
f amili es of political restrictees in Rhodesia - among more significant grants. 
Shown at the meeting was the new film on the Middle East, "New Hope for Life," 
produced by UMCOR for the One Great Hour of Sharing, March 25. 

Puerto Rico. 
commonwealth 
church, they 
Committee of 

Puerto Rican United Methodists hold differing views on statehood, 
status or inde pendence for their island, but when it comes to the 
all want autonomy. Th i s became clear to the Mission Development 
the National Divi sion of BOGM which recently conferred with the 



Council on Ministries of the Puerto Rican Annual Conference, Bishop James Ault 
and conference pastors . . The Puerto Ricans shared other concerns: they want the 
U.S. Navy and Marines to stop using Vieques Island; they would like Rob i nson 
School, started by the Women's Division as a girls' orphanage but now a coeduca
tional day school, to be more responsive to islanders than mainland continentals , 
and they feel that President Carter, now that he has freed Patty Hearst, ough t to 
pay attention to the four Puerto Ricans held prisoner since 1954 in connection 
with shots fired at President Truman and in the U.S. House of Representatives . 

Personalia. Beth Jordan, a member of the Coon Rapids, Iowa United Methodist 
Church, has been named National Volunteer of the Year by the National Health Ca re 
Association . Mrs. Jordan puts in approximately 650 hours a year of unpaid work 
at a local nursing home . ... Mildred Brunson, home missionary and social worker, 
was named 1978 Woman of the Year for Warren, Ohio. She has established a model 
policy of reporting child abuse, reportedly the first such comprehensive policy 
for northeast Ohio .... New personnel director of the UM Board of Global Minis
tries is Raymond Jones, Peekskill, N.Y., formerly director of operations at 
Covenant House, a child welfare agency in New York City. He replaces Mary Alice 
Thomas, who has retired. 

Good News Movement. The call for the resignation of the staff of the Women's 
Division of BOGM was "misguided and inadequate", according to the Board of Direc
tors of the group which issued the call. The Evangelical Missions Task Force of 
the Good News Movement, United Methodism's evangelical caucus, asked for the 
resignations last summer in a dispute over the Women's Division position on Zim
babwe. In what. was characterized as an act of 11 repentance 11

, the Directors said 
that it was not their desire "to start a vendet ta against any one person. 11 

While stressing their wish for "dramatic changes of a revolutionary nature in 
the Women's Division", the group said t hat "we do regret our judgment used i n 
... calling for the resignation of all staff of the Women's Division. 11 

Designated Giving? An ad hoc group of pastors and lay persons has proposed 
changes in the funding for church-wide UM programs to allow individual congrega
tions to withhold money from a particular agency on grounds of "Christian con
science." . Under the proposal, introduced by the Rev. Spurgeon M. Dunnam III, 
editor of the Texas Methodist/United Methodist Reporter, money withheld from one 
agency would be designated for another fund. The proposal passed 74-9 despite 
warnings from opponents that the proposal would damage the connectional system 
and the statement by one of two ethnics present that 11 if we give people an oppor
tunity to designate, Methodism is a lost cause among blacks. 11 

Giving. United Methodists gave $67,580,296 during 1978 to support denomination
wide programs, a record for such contributions even though it is an increase 
only about six-tenths of a percentage point above 1977. Included was an all
time high of $23,556,164 for World Service, the church's basic program fund . 
In addition to the $67.5 million for general funds, it is estimated that mo re 
than $1.2 billion was given for church activities at the local, annual confer
ence and jurisdictional levels. 



Deaths. The Rev . N. Allen Birtwhistle, former minister of Wesley's Chapel, Lon
do n, after a long Tllness . He was pastor of the church during the five years 
that funds were raised and restoration work too k place .. .. Dr. Fred f_. Manget, 
91 , long-time medical missionary in China (1909-1949), where he built the 
200-bed Huchow General Hospital in 1924. He aided refugees in Siberia in World 
War I and served as flight surgeon for the Flying Tigers in World War II. After 
his return from China, he headed the Manget Foundation .... Frank P. White, 49, 
founder and former director of the Corporate Information Center and the Inter
faith Center for Corporate Responsibility, died February 5 of injuries received 
in an automobile accident in New Hampshire. After his resignation as director 
of the Center, he had served as a consultant to church agencies on corporate 
ethics . 

Women Rabbis in the Sunbelt? Jewish population in the U.S. has levelled off and 
is following population trends in moving from the Northeast to the Sunbelt, 
according to the 1979 American Jewish Year Book. Total Jewish population in the 
U.S. is now 5,781,000, virtually the same as last year and not quite three per
cent of the total population. Of these, nearly two million live in greater New 
York but Los Angeles has the second largest number (455,000) and Florida and 
California show the greatest percentage increase of Jewish residents ... . The 
recommendation that "qualified women be ordained as rabbis in the Conservative 
movement" was submitted to the Rabbinical Assembly of Conservative rabbis by a 
study commission in late January. The report will be voted on in late May by 
the faculty of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America which trains Conserva
tive rabbis. 

Spreading the Gospel . "Some people might not agree that this is the way to 
spread the Gospel, but we feel it is 11

, was the response of Stanley Rader, 
former chief administrator of the Worldwide Church of God, after the State of 
California questioned church bills including a $12,402 Steuben Glass bill, 
$1,621 from Gucci in Paris , and $26.12 for golf balls for former King Leopold 
of Belgium. The church is charging interference with religious freedom. 
Mr. Rader ' s lawyer asks "Can the state say that instead of shopping at Gucci's, 
the Church should shop at Bullock's? It is a dark day for religion if that 
can happen . 11 

Zai re . According to a recent report, the Church of Christ in Zaire (CCZ) has 
approximately 6. 5 million members out of a total est imated population of 27 
mil l ion . The report was issued at the close of celebrations marking 100 years 
of Protestant Ch r istianity in Zaire, formerly the Belgian Congo. The Metho
dis t Chu rch in Zaire is part of the CCZ and is known as the Methodist Commun
i ty ; its constituency is approximately 300,000. 

Card Ca rryi ng Christians . Although the United Church of Christ is twenty-two 
years ol d as a denomi nation, most of its members in Maine still think of them
se l ves as Congregationalists. So the Church is issuing church membership 
ident i f i ca ti on cards identifying the bearer by local church and regio nal asso
ci at i on. 
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EDITORIALSbJ 
TAKING LENT SERIOUSLY 

The traditional text for A h Wednesday 
and the beginning of Lent is the third and 
fourth chapters of the Book of Jonah-the 
astonishing repentance of the wicked 

inevites to the preaching of God's 
reluctant prophet. (The entire book of 
Jonah is read by Jews on the most solemn 
day of the year, Yorn Kippur.) At Jonah 's 
news of impending disaster the king of 

ineveh put on sackcloth and sat in ashes 
and proclaimed a complete fast not only 
for the people but for animals as well. 

We hardly go to such extremes today 
during the period we call Lent. The most 
many of us do is settle for a six week course 
at the local church on Wednesday nights. 
These days the most popular such courses 
tend to " human enrichment" seminars, 
sessions in creative living, or " life im
provement. " We might hear a discussion 
of current problems in the Middle East or 
India. While these seminars have their 
place, they are more a reflection of our 
American belief in the importance of 
ed ucat ion than of our Chri stian under
standing of the righteousness of God and 
waywardness of humanity. We are more 
sympathetic to Ben Franklin ' s program for 
self improvement than to Jonah 's warning 
of se lf destruction . 

If so, is it not time to ask if we are taking 
God too lightl y? Have we perhaps been 
overly impressed w ith the knowledge that 
God is "grac ious and compassionate, long 
suffering and ever constant, and always 
wi 11 i ng to repen t of the di saster"? It was the 
knowledge of thi s that caused Jonah (a t 
least this was his justification) to flee to 
Tarshish instead of heading for ineveh. 
Have we made God so cuddly and familiar 
that we cannot imagine his anger, let alone 
envision destruction? To use the knowl
edge of God 's graciousness and compas
sion as an excuse to avoid penitence, 
rather than as the ground of our final hope, 
is surely to misuse this doctrine. 

This is supposed to be a time of religious 
awakening in America and it may well be 
so. But only time will tell if it is not instead a 
revival of cultural Christianity and cheap 
grace, the kind of grace against which the 
German marty r D iet rich Bonhoeffer 
warned the Church of Germany just before 
Wor ld War II . 

We can avoid taking God lightl y if we 
remember that the focal point of Lent is the 
passion and death of Jesus Christ. In Christ 

God shows his love and compassion 
toward us, but we dowel I not to forget how 
co~tly and painful that compassion was. A 
great deal of the insipid sentimentalism 
that passes these days for talk about the 
love of God would vanish if we were to 
concentrate more of our attention on the 
cost to God of that love. 

We cannot enter into the darkness that 
su rrounded the death of Christ on the cross 
until we are ready to admit our own 
complicity in that darkness-and thi s is the 
purpose of Lent. " Who was the guilty? 
Who brought thi s upon thee? Alas, my 
treason Jesus, hath undone thee ! 'Twas I, 
Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; I crucified 
thee ." He bore our sins on Calvary, and 
with his stripes we are healed. 

The Jews of Jesus' day liked to talk about 
two " inclinations" warring within each 
person-the incl ination to good and the 
inclination to evil . Today we might call 
these inclinations "potential s" because 
one movement that is popular is called the 
human potential movement and it con
centrates on self improvement. Lent is a 
time for remembering that other "i nclina
tion" within us, the potential for evil , and 
of what God did in Christ to overcome the 
power of that potential . 

SHORT TAKES 
WITNESS I N EL SALVADOR 

One area of the world where " cheap 
grace" is not suffic ient is in the dictator
ridden countries of Central America. 
There, in several cou ntries, courageous 
Chri stians who have spoken up for human 
dignity have laid their lives on the line. In 
January, security forces in El Salvador 
attacked a Catholic retreat house and ki I led 
a priest and four teenaged youths tak i11g 
part in a Christian awareness course. At a 
funera l service attended by some 30,000 
people, Archbishop Oscar Romero of San 
Salvador sa id that the conflict in his 
country was " not between the government 
and the Church but between the govern
ment and the people, and the Church is 
with the people." 

Archbishop Romero 's stand is in line 
with the message of Pope John Paul II to the 
Latin American bishops where he said: 
" The Church 's action in earthly matters 
such as human advancement, develop
ment, just ice, the rights of the individual , is 
always intended to be at the service of 
man. " 

As this is written, the final document 
has not come out of the Puebla meeting of 
the Bi shops but reportedl y it will be critica l 
of Marxism and of Capitalism. More 
importantl y, in this case, it will reject the 
concept of " national security" which has 
been used to justify so much repression in 
Latin America . 

Archbishop Romero has been a consis
tent clear voice of Chri stian witness in his 
nation . He has been nominated for the 
Nobel Peace Prize by 118 members of the 
British Parliament and 23 members of the 
U.S . Congress. We support this nomina
tion as a fitting recognition of his ministry. 

No SOLUTION I N R HODESIA 

The white voters of Rhodesia in late 
January endorsed by an 85 percent majori
ty a tran~ition to majority rule with an 
election to be held in April. There was a 
time when such an event would have been 
an occasion for unalloyed rejoicing. That 
time, alas, is not now. ot only has the 
Smith regime succeeded in building in so 
many guarantees for the white minority 
that the very term " majority rule" has an 
ironic ring to it but the civil war between 
the supporters of the Interim Agreement 
and the Patrioti c Front shows no signs of 
lessening. As always in these situations, 
the majority of the populace is ground 
between opposing forces. Under these 
circumstances, the possibility of a fair 
election that would be recognized by the 
internat iona l community is very remote . 
Some sort of accommodation between the 
parties must be reached or the issue wil I be 
settled by full-scale war. At the moment, 
the Anglo-American proposals for al I-party 
talks seem dormant but they are still the 
best hope for peace. In the meantime, any 
proposals for the United States to abandon 
sanctions against Rhodesia must be resist-
ed . · 

L AWS A RE O N THE B OOKS 

The Dole hearings on religious cults 
confirm our prediction in January that 
Jonestown would lead to increased de
mands for government regulation. We 
would say again that these demands must 
be resisted. There are laws on the books 
covering crimes of violence, kidnapping 
and financial dishonesty that apply to all 
groups. To write new rul es dealing on ly 
with religious groups would be a danger
ous tampering with the First Amendment. 



''For all its frailty, the local congregation 

remains the place where most people 

hear the word of life, celebrate the sacraments of life 

and again and again encounter the Lord of life. ' ' 

" / wonder in w hat down-at-heel 
congregations, w ith their unexc iting 
programs, mediocre choirs and strug
gling preachers, the next generation of 
Mother Teresas and Martin Luther Kings 
and Pope John XXll/s is even now being 
formed?" 

The group of pastors had been 
beavering away for ten days on the 
question " Can the Church be Re
newed?" Some had their doubts. Many 
had their dreams. All knew the commu
nity of Christian faith was falling far 
short of what it ought to be. Then from 
one participant came this healthy re
minder that the Church's instinct for 
self-criticism, legitimate and necessary 
though it be, can sometimes lead us to 
get things badly out of focus. 

During the nineteen sixties that in
stinct ran free. Theologians denounced 
the comfortable pew, sociologists thun
dered against the noise of solemn 
assemblies, and from all sides came 
advice on how to thaw out God's frozen 

DAVID M. GILL 

people . The secular city, we learned, 
was not such a bad thing after all. 
Religion , we admitted, embraced a 
multitude of sins . Being for the world 
was what mattered, Christ needed to be 
disentangled from the flag, theology 
belonged in the streets not in lecture 
hal Is, and " irrelevance" meant damna
tion . 

All of wh ich left the more sensitive 
wondering whether local congregations 
might not be suffering from something 
terminal . Brave souls experimented 
with assorted para-church structures as 
alternati ves to the inherited plant
preacher-potluck supper brand of resi
dential parish life . Denominational ex
ecutives invested in action groups, 
industrial chaplaincies and innovation 
generall y. Seminary students set their 
sights on new forms of ministry, uncer
tain whether those who still wanted to fit 
the traditional image deserved admira
tion for their bravery or pity for their 
naivete. The average person in the pew, 

meanwhile, wondered quietly what on 
earth was going on . 

Overdrawn? Maybe. But certainly the 
mood of the sixties for North Atlantic 
Protestantism was one of marked skep
ticism about the abi I ity of the Church in 
general, and the local congregation in 
particular, to measure up to the job 
required of it. Equally clearly, that 
mood has now changed . 

Not that the lessons of the sixties can 
be discarded . It was a creative decade, 
and since creativity always means 
disturbance we should not have com
plained that ecclesiastical leaders were 
making waves. In what they affirmed
the need of more effective ways for 
expressing the faith , for stripping away 
the trappings of religiosity, for being the 
pilgrim people of God-they were 
absolutely right. 

The mistake lay in what they, impli
citly at any rate, denied : the remarkable 
ability of even the worst church struc
tures to be bearers of the mystery. For al I 
its frailty, the local congregation-as it 
is, not just as it might be-remains the 
place where most people hear the word 
of I ife, celebrate the sacraments of I ife 
and again and again encounter the Lord 
of life. Local churches preoccupied 
with heating bills, whether to recarpet 
the minister's study and whose turn it is 
to provide the coffee and doughnuts, 
manage, nevertheless, to communicate 
the gospel . The miracle of grace, 
somehow, still happens. 

If the sixties taught us to cry laments 
for God's people, the seventies are 
teaching us to sing a few doxologies as 
well. What of the eighties? 

First, western Protestantism is not 
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about to forget these hard lessons. The 
danger is there of course. Pietism lurks. 
The pilgrim people are always tempted 
to relax and put their feet up. Today as 
much as ever we need faithful watchers 
on the walls to warn against adjusting · ~ 
the congregation's witness to sit com
fortably with the nation's mood . Insights 
of the sixties have yet to find clear echo 
in our budgets, our worship, our evan-
gelism and the way clergy and laity 
relate their respective spheres of min-
istry. But these insights are not about to 
disappear. The question of how to be 
the Church, in each time and place, 
simply will not go away. 

Second, churches wil I be a I ittle more 
reticent about clambering aboard every 
passing bandwagon. The sober seven
ties are recognizing the wisdom of Erik 
Routley's warning : " Don't be too sure 
that the 20th century is the wisest of all 
centuries or that being contemporary is 
itself a Christian virtue. " Churches are 
most relevant to the world's needs when 

Churches in Africa, Russia, and (opposite 
page) South Dakota 



they are marching most surely to the 
beat of that drummer the world cannot 
hear. This does not mean an end to 
innovation. It does mean the quest for 
renewal will take its cues from biblical 
faith more than popular fashion, with 
greater respect for the wisdom of the 
Church in ages past and enhanced 
humility about our own place in the 
divine drama. 

Third , congregations will set their 
activism in a fuller context. Says Harry 
Pritchett, of the University of the South : 
" We may get away from the tendencies 
of the fifties and sixties to adopt an 
underlying norm of 'successful' parish 
life as 'salvation through activity'-in 
other words, if everything ' looks good,' 
if we have a program for everybody of 
every age, then all will be well." 
Listening-to God, to the world's an
guish, to ourselves-will, he predicts, 
be given more time, more discipline. 
We may even rediscover that most 
unAmerican of doctrines : the convic
tion that, for congregations as for 
individual Christians, being is more 
important than doing. 

Fourth , mutual enrichment, correc
tion and cooperation between the 
world 's churches will deepen . Protes
tants, who after all are only a small part 
of the Christian family , have begun to 
learn from the rich sacramental tradition 
of Catholicism and Orthodoxy, and our 
proclivity for surrendering to every fresh 
wind of doctrine is being checked by 
other parts of.the family whose sense of 
historic continuity has been kept in 
better shape. The eastern church , we 
discover, has more to offer than bearded 
bishops and exotic icons. Churches 
accustomed to exporting the gospel 
overseas now find themselves being 
ministered to by the faith , hope, love 
and disconcerting insights of the Third 
World. The experience of renewal in 
Rangoon, Burma, provides important 

data for Chicagoans seeking the same. 
In a word , congregations can look 
forward to a decade of li stening more 
carefully to strange, exciting Christian 
voices from beyond their own particular 
tribes. Ecumenism, thank God, will 
continue to disturb. 

Fifth , the hunger for churchly authen
ticity will become more urgent. How to 
articulate the gospel for a world drown
ing in words? How to live the Christian 
hopP. when only the naive are optimis
tic? How to learn afresh the language of 
awe antj qdoration? How to be com
munities of costly grace in an age weary 
of cheap moralizing? Faithful witness 
entails finding a way through such 
questions, for unless the faith is burning 
in the bones of those who profess it there 
is little chance of it striking sparks in 
anyone else. In the process, congrega
tions as well as those who stand outside 
the Church will discover "evangel ism" 
to be more than just a fac ile slogan or a 
device for bolstering parish statistics. 
Says Willem Visser 't Hooft, founding 
father of the World Council of 
Churches, in words that fit both sides of 
the Atlantic: "We are now in a situation 
in which for many Europeans, especial
ly the younger ones, a meeting with the 
gospel comes as a new discovery. They 
thought they knew it, but they find that it 
is vastly more relevant than what they 
thought. Let us hope that in a Eu rope 
which has become mi ss ion territory, the 

churches may become in the best sense 
younger churches. " 

Some time ago Hans-Ruedi Weber 
came back from Indonesia with the 
story of what happens, once each year, 
in some of the churches of those islands. 
The whole congregation comes togeth
er bearing oil lamps. These are filled as 
people file into the church , then placed 
in their midst in the form of a cross . The 
lamps are lit, and the congregation 
gathered around the blazing cross offers 
its worship. Then, following the bless
ing, everyone takes up a lamp, the doors 
are thrown open, the light shines forth , 
and Christ the light of the world goes 
with the light-bearers into all the dark 
corners of the vi I I age. 

In the eighties, as ever, local congre
gations will remain the improbable 
bearers of that unquenchable light. • 

David Gill, a pastor of the Uniting Church 
in Australia, is Director of the World Council 
of Churches ' sub-unit on Renewal and 
Congregational Life. 
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what in the world is "church develop-
ment"? It is precisely because peo

ple disagree about the answer to this 
question that I must write about 
"trends" rather than " the trend ." 

A first view, which seems to occur 
most often in North America, is that 
church development is chiefly a matter 
of money and buildings. Several highly 
publicized projects around the country 
seem to proclaim that raising millions of 
dollars and erecting and equipping a 
magnificent plant is church develop
ment. "A fine building projects an 
image of success," enthusiasts tell us, 
"and this attracts the kind of people who 
ought to join our church." I have 
nothing against buildings, or even fund 
raising; I spend a fair amount of time in a 
church building, and contribute regu
larly to the payments on it. But to 
measure church development in terms 
of brick and steel, glass and concrete, or 
dollars, is to ignore several crucial facts. 
First, in the period of its greatest 
development, during apostolic times, 
the church used no "church" buildings 
at all , but made do with people's houses 
and other incidental meeting places. 
Second, it is not clear that the North 
American image of success is the best 
representation of the gospel, or even 
that it is compatible with it; the New 
Testament message seems to have more 
to do with crosses than with material 
advancement. Third, funds devoted to 
such projects might well serve the 
Kingdom of God better if they were used 
in other ways. Finally, to make money 
and plant the criterion of church devel
opment is to place the very possibility of 
development beyond the reach of all 
but a few of the world's churches. 

Church Growth Essential? 

A second view, which is associated 
with the name of Donald McGavran, is 
that church growth (that is, increase in 
numbers of converts and baptisms) is 
the essential measure of church devel
opment. After all, the New Testament 
clearly tells us to "make all nations my 
disciples; baptize men every
where ... " (Matt. 28:19, NEB). 
Church growth advocates point to the 
careful recording of statistics in Acts 
2:41 and elsewhere. Furthermore, this 
kind of development is within the 
capacity of the poorest church in the 
world, since the one thing of which 
there is no shortage in most places is 
people. As a matter of fact, some rapidly 

Argentine evangelist Luis Palau preaches in 
Bolivia. 

growing churches are in very poor 
countries . In Latin America generally, 
Pentecostal churches, with a minimum 
of help or interference from outside, are 
exploding all over, and reaching effec
tively the very urban poor who have 
been quite inaccessible to mainline 
churches. In sub-Saharan Africa as a 
whole, David Barrett estimates that by 
the end of this century a higher propor
tion of the population will be affiliated 
with Christian bodies than in North 
America . 

McGavran asserts that in order to 
achieve such rapid growth, a number of 
conditions must be met. First, one must 
distinguish between biological growth 
(incorporation of the children of mem
bers), transfer growth (conservation of 
members from other churches), and 
conversion growth (which is the only 
measure of impact on the nonChristian 
world). Second, specific groups to be 
reached must be identified in terms of a 
high degree of social and cultural 
similarity-tribes, ethnic groups, social 
classes. Third, effort must be concen
trated on groups which are receptive to 
the gospel rather than on resistant 
groups. Fourth, emphasis should be 
placed on evangelism rather than on 
other ministries which do not result in 
numerous conversions. Fifth, the nor
mal processes of internal communica
tion and decision making in each group 
must be exploited in order to lead as 
many members to conversion together 

The author analyzes 
seven different 
perspectives on church 
development and asks 
if there is not 
some way to bring 
these together. 

Some rapidly growing 
churches are in very 
poor countries. 
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There is an increasing appearance of what is called in some circles intentional communities. (Below) A morality play performed in a New 
York church is representative of an emphasis on qualitative growth. 

as possible. Sixth, the gospel must be 
presented in an intelligible and relevant 
manner. Finally, there must not be 
inordinate demands for immediate eth
ical achievement which would scare 
away potential converts . 

Quality or Quantity 

A third view is taken by some of 
McGavran's critics, who insist that 
qualitative growth rather than quantita
tive increase should be the measure of 
church development. They fear that in 
the process of securing the largest 
possible number of converts, the gospel 
might be gutted of its ethical content, 
"cheap grace" might be preached, and 
masses of baptized pagans might flood 
into the church and destroy its integrity. 
Such persons point to the high demands 

of Jesus, who scared away more than 
one volunteer by making " impossible" 
demands. They also cite the final clause 
of the Great Commission: " teach them 
to observe all that I have commanded 
you" (Matt. 28:20, NEB). And they add 
that Jesus himself seemed to recognize 
that such an approach might well result 
in a " little flock"; only a few, he said, 
would find the narrow way. Some of 
these critics of McGavran even make a 
virtue of smallness, as if there were 
indeed a causal link between numbers 
and development-but an inverse one! 
If this were true, the church in North 
America, which seems at present to be 
shrinking, would thereby be increasing 
in spiritual vitality. It seems more likely 
to me, however, that people are leaving 
churches, or not joining, because as far 

as they can see the churches are offering 
little of value. 

McGavran, it must be said in fairness, 
does recognize the need to foster 
growth in spiritual graces in the con
verts. But it is undeniable that he assigns 
this effort a lower priority overall than to 
numerical increase; and some of his 
followers do indeed seem to preach 
cheap grace. 

Intentional Communities 

Closely related to the emphasis on 
qualitative growth is the fourth view, 
which is reflected in the increasing 
appearance in some circles of what are 
called intentional communities. The 
roots of this idea go back to the New 
Testament church itself, in the teaching 
and practice of "unity" and "commu-



nion." The members of the early 
church, though of course they did not 
live in a single common house (they 
were, after all , several thousand), did 
share everything: mutual teaching and 
correction, moral support, material 
help, and wealth (Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-
37). It was precisely in such a context 
that converts could be nurtured into a 
kind of qualitative growth that would 
have been impossible for them as 
individuals meeting together only once 
or twice a week. Ever since those days, 
believers have often felt the need to live 
in closer unity and with a more com
prehensive mutual support and disci
pline than was possible in the main 
bodyofthechurch. lnourday, in which 
the hyper-individualism of western so
ciety creates lonely people, and the 
prevalent hedonism denies all disci
pline and restraint, there is a ground
swell of feeling that Christians must 
demonstrate an alternative way. Hence 
the upsurge of Christian communes and 
communities. It is the ideal of these 
groups to offer a climate of close and 
loving support in which each member 
can attain "full manhood" and the 
entire body can grow to "nothing less 
than the full stature of Christ" (Eph. 
4:13, NEB). 

The Worldwide Church 

Beyond the local group of Christians 
who know each other personally, the 
Bible-especially Paul-offers a vision 
of the unity and solidarity of the whole 
Body of Christ worldwide. This empha
sis constitutes the fifth perspective on 
church development. As the church 
spread from Jerusalem to other Jewish 
areas, and then to Gentiles, Paul 
insisted on a pan-church commonality 
which also had to be expressed in very 
practical terms of total sharing. It was on 
the basis of this conviction that he 
justified spending so much time and so 
much space in his letters on the 
collection of money from Gentile Chris
tians for the needs of the Jerusalem 
church, from which they had received 
the gospel (Rom. 15:25-27). One of the 
tragedies of our day, as we all know, is 
the extent to which the Body is frag
mented on the basis of all kinds of 
differences-doctrinal, cultural, social, 
racial, economic, national. And as each 
fraction tries to live in its environment, 
in isolation from the strengthening and 
corrective influence of others, it all too 
easily falls captive to its world. Chris
tians in wartime often give a religious 
sanction to militant jingoism; churches 
in rich countries defend the unjust 

Coventry Cathedral's Chapel of Christ the Servant and Crown of Thorns uses simple 
unstained glass to emphasize the conviction that the church must serve the world, not retreat 
from it. 
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Many are beginning 
to recognize that 

the gospel requires 
more than individual 

charitable attitudes 
and actions. 

privileges of their countries; congrega
tions all over the world consist of people 
of only one kind, and adopt uncritically 
the mentality of the constituencies they 
represent. 

Against this evil, efforts at Christian 
unity remain all too weak, too partial, 
too tied to specific understandings and 
programs; and so, paradoxically, they 
become divisive. How can we once 
again capture the apostolic vision of a 
church which in the name of God's 
Kingdom transcends the ruptures and 
conflicts of fallen humanity, which 
once again gives visible form to the new 
humanity which God is creating in Jesus 
Christ? 

The Church in the World 

A seventh perspective on church 
development raises the perennial ques-

f - IS A 
BIG 

COLLECTION 

tion of what the church should be doing 
in the world. Here we find incredible 
disparity in understanding between 
Christians who have started from radi
cally different beginnings and who have 
reached radically different points in 
their respective pilgrimages. While 
many are just beginning to recognize 
timidly that the gospel requires of them 
more than individual charitable atti
tudes and actions, others are arguing 
that the church ought to throw itself 
without reservation into a worldwide 
revolution for the overthrow of oppres
sive structures. It is unfortunately no 
accident that the first kind of Christians 
tend to dominate churches in affluent 
countries, while the second kind are 
mostly from churches in poor countries. 
When Christians of these two sorts 
meet, they can hardly communicate; in 
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fact, each kind tends to conclude that 
the other is not Christian at all. A sign of 
this gulf is the deep disaffection be
tween the leadership of the World 
Council of Churches and masses of 
grassroots Christians in the Northern 
Hemisphere over contributions made 
by the wee to dissident movements in 
southern Africa. How can we overcome 
this polarization, which boils down
let's face it-to the reluctance of the 
privileged to relinquish their privileges, 
versus the eagerness of the unprivileged 
to claim their human rights? 

Bringing It All Together 

Are these different views of church 
development mutually exclusive? Or is 
there some way to bring them together? 
Here I would like to make use of the 
concept of "holistic expansion," which 
I am borrowing from Orlando E. Costas 
(The Church and Its Mission: A Shatter
ing Critique from the Third World, pages 
89, 90). Leaving aside the materialistic 
first view, Costas argues that holistic 
expansion must include four "areas": 
numerical growth {as argued by 
McGavran); organic growth, which is 
"the system of relationships among its 
members"; conceptual growth, or 
growth in the church's understanding of 
itself and its mission on the basis of the 
Scriptures; and incarnational growth, or 
growth in "the degree of involvement of 
a community of faith in the life and 
problems of her social environment." 
With the addition of the dimension of 
global solidarity, I find this the best 
summary of what church development 
is all about. When these dimensions are 
viewed in a coherent and integral way, 
they are not in conflict but are mutually 
supportive. So, for instance, while 
emphasis on the ethical demands of the 
gospel may repel the dilettante, it will 
probably attract serious-minded people 
who want a gospel that deals holistically 
with the human predicament. Similarly, 
a community of believers truly "turned 
on" by mutual love will be a powerful 
magnet to draw to Christ the very 
hurting, lonely, rejected people for 
whom he died. This is the approach 
which is closest to Paul's grand vision in 
Ephesians 4: it is intensive and exten
sive, it is specific and comprehensive, it 
is realistic but has the highest possible 
ideal goal: "the full stature of Christ." 
May we not be satisfied with less. • 

Charles R. Taber is director of the Institute of 
World Studies/Church Growth and associate 
professor of World Mission and Anthropolo
gy at Milligan College and editor of Gospel 
in Context. 



prescription 
for development 

Peter F. Chen 

The United Methodist Church has a 
remarkable history in church devel

opment. It started in the eighteenth 
century with the missionary zeal of John 
Wesley and his circuit riders who 
crisscrossed the nation as it expanded . 
Annual conferences were established in 
new territories and preachers were 
appointed to serve pockets of popula
tion as it migrated . Churches grew as 
fast as the population. 

Churches serving language groups 
banded together in separate annual 
conferences-Germans, Swedes, Nor
wegians, Hispanics. Blacks were con
centrated in the Central Jurisdiction . 
Work among Chinese, Japanese, Kore
ans, and Filipinos started as missions, 
then became provisional conferences 
and ethnic conferences until their " in
tegration" with the geographic annual 
conferences of the denomination in the 
mid-twentieth century. We are a rich 
diversi ty of people of God becau se of 
the vigorous missionary efforts of early 
Method is ts . 

For a decade or two following the 
Second World War a great many 
churches developed in the suburbs. 

In his study of 350 United Methodist 
churches started between 1958 and 
1961, Ezra Earl Jones concluded that 
most of these churches had developed 
we! I with an average membership of 315 
after 10 years. Most were in metropoli
tan suburbs. Now we are in a period of 
stagnation and frustration as far as 
church growth is concerned. The rea
sons are many. One obvious one is the 
matter of economics. Construction 
costs have increased 10 times over in 25 
years and land is expensive. Develop
ing a new congregation may require as 
much as $250,000. 

In early years preachers were sent out with 
little education or financial security, but 
with much prayer and fervor. 
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Following World War II a great many churches developed in the suburbs (above). But new growth, the author argues, should be focussed 
on ethnic congregations. (Opposite page) Oklahoma Indian pastor and Hispanic congregation. 

In earlier years preachers were sent 
out with neither an extensive education 
nor financial security, but with much 
prayer and fervor of the parent body. 
Today our denomination expects the 
pastor under appointment to have assur
ance of minimum support though this 
may differ from conference to confer
ence. This means that although the 
United Methodist ministers function 
under an appointive system, a "free 
market" principle operates to a large 
extent. Churches of size and money are 
able to attract desired leadership while 
smaller churches experience the frus
tration of having no choice in their 
leadership. Churches located in transi
tional communities often suffer adverse
ly . 

A study of churches and their com
munities in the last 25 yea rs in Sche
nectady, New York, shows the greatest 
growth in membership took place 
among suburban churches . Conversely, 
the largest loss was sustained by inner 
urban neighborhoods. The area popula
tion declined over 1 0 percent in 1 O 
years, but churches in the same neigh
borhoods declined 33 percent. The 
study indicates that church people are 
usually older and more established, 
more professional in their work, and 
more affluent than the average resident 
of the neighborhood . " Old First 
Church" faces serious problems as 
more and more of its members com
mute from their residential communities 

away from the city. The programs of the 
church become progressively irrelevant 
to the people living around it. The 
church needs to recover its ministry in 
the community where it exists. 

Ours is the denomination with con
siderable holdings in church properties 
in the older urban centers across the 
country. Many of these are strategically 
placed for the church to grow in 
faithfulness if not in members. Many 
should be able to grow in numbers. 

We need to keep abreast of popula
tion changes and serve traditional Meth
odists as they move to new communi
ties . But at the same time we need to 
place significant efforts in developing 
ministries to serve the neglected and the 
ignored as Jesus did during His earthly 
life . Church growth is the unexpected 
result of the faithful response of the 
people of God . 

When earlier immigrant groups came 
to this country , they established 
churches for their people . As late as the 
1930's there were five Methodist Con
ferences existing side by side in Chica
go, viz . Anglo, Black, Swedish, Ger
man, orwegian-Dan ish , a Methodist 
Protestant Conference, an Evangelical 
Conference, and a United Brethren 
Conference. Today there are similar 
needs for new churches for new people . 
Sometimes these churches are started 
by a group of lay persons, sometimes by 
a Methodist minister who has emi 
grated, sometimes by a returned mis-
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sionary, and sometimes as an extension 
or outpost of an Anglo Church . 

With the sudden increase of Korean 
immigrants in major cities throughout 
the nation , history is repeating itself in a 
remarkable way. Korean Churches of all 
denominations could be counted on 
two hands in 1960. Their number today 
is well over 400. The United Methodist 
Church has admitted 59 churches into 
geographic annual conferences ; an
other dozen Korean congregations are 
housed in local United Methodist 
churches . This represents a tenfold 
increase in 10 years. 

These new congregations are revita
lizing some of our urban churches . 
Many of these people were non-Meth
odists in Korea or had no affiliation 
whatsoever. 

These churches have integrated faith 
and service . They have looked to the 
Church not only for faith-fellowship but 
also for the center of their outreach 
programs in the name of Christ. 

Ben Hill United Methodist Church in 
Atlanta is in a community where Blacks 
are replacing middle-class Whites . The 
church went through an agonizing 
period in its ministry and suffered a 
membership decline. But, having clari
fied its mission and with strong Black 
leadership, it has become one of the 
fastest-growing churches in the denomi
nation . 

Rosewood United Methodist Church 
in Los Angeles is located in an area of 



diverse national origins. It is now a 
thriving congregation holding services 
in four languages. 

The United Methodist Church can 
make a contribution in the Christian 
world today by affirming her inclusive
ness and diversity. The Old Testament 
prophets spoke clearly of the danger of 
elitism and prejudice of the established 
religious community. New churches 
must be planted as population move
ments occur and must serve the needs of 
their communities. The old churches 
must become "new" again and reflect 
the new population which surrounds 
them. 

The task of congregational develop
ment is complex and each conference 
needs to assume a strong leadership in 
three aspects of today's needs in church 
development within its bounds . It needs 
to start new churches in developing 
communities and start new congrega
tions for immigrant groups. It also needs 
to re-develop existing churches to serve 
new constituencies where these 
churches are located . The national 
agency may be cal led upon to continue 
to provide traditional services to the 
conferences in research and survey, 
architectural planning and financing. 
But there should be a joint effort in 
developing some bold new approaches . 
One such idea may be an alternative 
method of deploying personnel more 
like that of early Methodism . A cadre of 
Home Missionaries with special skills in 

Old churches 
must become 
"new" again 
and reflect the 
new population 
which surrounds them. 

New World Outlook • March 1979 (11 SJ 19 



From new housing in 1960 to a Korean congregation today. 

church development, including that of 
language ministry, may be placed in 
most critical areas for a specific length 
of time. With annual conferences pro
viding comprehensive strategies in all of 
these three aspects, the United Method
ist Church can move to a greater 
effectiveness for the last quarter of the 
century . 

Peter F. Chen is an Assistant General 
Secretary in the Office of Parish Ministries of 
the Board of Global Ministries . The writer 
was an organizing pastor and served for ten 
yea rs at North Gardena United Methodist 
Church in Gardena, California . This Japa
nese-American church had undertaken two 
successful building programs under Mr. 
Chen 's leadership before his appointment to 
Centenary United Methodist Church in Los 
Angeles . 
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'V Vitality & Growth in Zaire 
A recent visit to Zaire after 14 years ' 

ab ence brought home to me what I had 
been hearing from many sources : Chris
tianity i taking on new life and depth in 
that land as in many parts of Africa . 

After 80 years of Belgian colonial rule 
and 18 years of independence marred 
by political and economic chaos, Zaire 
is struggling to find its identity in the 
family of nations. Inflation and corrup
tion are everyday realities . Devastating 
invasions and tragic tribal wars have left 
deep wounds . Yet, in spite of all this, the 
United Methodist Church has made 
great strides in growth and maturity. 

First of all , it is a witnessing church . 
Evangelism is its first priority, both 
through mass meetings and person-to
person visitation . It is evident that 
members of this growing church in 
Zaire are committed to sharing the hope 
and vitality they have found in the 
Christian faith . 

Major emphasis is placed on reaching 
out into new areas with the message of 
Christ. In Central Zaire, for example, 
new work has been opened in the 
Haut-Lomami and Mbuji Mayi Districts 
where the church has had little or no 
work in earlier years. In the lturi Forest, 
the Rev . Lukanga Kutu travels on foot to 
cover a 75-mile long circuit which 
includes work among the pygmies. In 
the community of ltana, ministry to 
large and smal I peoples of the forest has 
taken on new li fe through activities of 
the church , dispensary, primary and 
secondary schools, as well as an airstrip 
where the Conference plane can land 
with supplies and transport critically ill 
patients to the central hospital at 
Wembo yama . 

Further evidence of the church 's 
outreach is to be found in the orth 
Shaba Conference, a new area located 
between the Central and Southern Zaire 

Howard T. Brinton 
Conferences. In the city of Kalemi , 
known in the colonial era as Albertville , 
on the shore of Lake Tanganyika , the 
district superinte ndent , pastors and 
teachers are all young. In this land of 
many scarcities, the school has no 
benches, so the children sit on the floor. 

o roofing material for the church is yet 
available, but the men's and women's 
groups are strong and enthusiastic. 

Fourteen new congregations have 
been organized in the last seven months 
in the district of Luena, located between 
Kamina and Lubumbashi . A permanent 

church is about to be completed at 
Luena and the foundation of a perma
nent church is being laid at the impor
tant river community of Bukama . Visit
ing Luena, one can sense the commit
ment and zeal of the young district 
superintendent and the young mission
ary family . 

The copper mining center of Kolwezi , 
in south central Zaire, had been called 
the " dead city" after French Legionaires 
had driven out the invading rebels from 
Angola in the spring of 1978. Kolwezi 

church leader's major concern was to 
finance completion of the new church 
under construction in the mining suburb 
of Kapata as wel I as enlargement of the 
local church at Kolweziville to accom
modate the crowds wishing to attend 
morning worship service . A church in 
the large suburb of Manika, bui It twenty 
years ago to seat 700, now has two 
services with 1, 200 at each service, and 
plans are underway to hold a third 
service. 

The church in Zaire is conservative, 
according to western terminology , 
committed to evangelism and personal 
conversion, yet with a strong social 
consciousness . It is foreign to the 
African Christian to differentiate be
tween evangelism and social action. 

As one African Christian said , " If the 
Christian religion is to be truly an 
African faith , not only must it get us 
ready for the next life but it must help us 
to deal with our daily situations." 

Where a United Methodist Church of 
any size is estab lished in Zaire, there 
will usually be found a dispensary, a 
school , and organizations of men, 
women and youth. The central church 
in the city of Kamina is a good example. 
A busy dispensary and a guest house are 
connected to the church . Moreover, the 
United Methodist Women of Kamina, 
sensing an urgent need, have built a 
simple home to care for destitute 
widows . 

Youth Is a Factor 

still shows the scars of war, but the Youth is an important factor in the 
vibrant spirit of the church was exem- growth of the Zairian church. Those 
plified by the Rev . Mpoya Bwishitu , pastors who, with the early mission-
superintendent of a district which in- aries, laid the foundations of the United 
eludes five city congregations and five Methodist Church in Zaire are now 
smaller village churches . Although his retired if still alive, and in a country 
parsonage walls still bore bullet holes where age is revered play an important 
from the recent conflict, this young advisory role. But youth speaks to 
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Right, Mr. Kanimo guides pilots from 
his wheelchair at the mission 

in Wembo Nyama, Zaire. 
Below, a pastor leads a service 

at an uncompleted church building 
at Kisanga, a suburb of Lubumbashi 

in southern Zaire. 

youth, and a large percentage of the 
present church leadership, including 
two bishops, as well as district superin
tendents and pastors, is young. When for 
a time youth organizations within the 
church were prohibited by the govern
ment, in an effort to unify all youth in a 
national political youth movement, 
there developed numerous youth choir 
groups which today are a vital part of the 
life of the church . 

Another encouraging prospect for the 
continued growth of the church in Zaire 
is to be found in the students preparing 
for fulltime Christian service at the 
Kayeka-Kimbulu Theologica l Seminary 
at Mulungwishi and the two pastoral 
Bible schools at Likasi and Lodja . 
Thirty-two committed young men and 
women are in various stages of prepara-

tion at Mulungwishi , including two 
young women, a sen ior and a freshman. 
The senior is the first ordained woman 
minister in Zaire. 

Women are playing an increasingly 
vital role in the life of the church . Every 
church of any size has an active 
women's organization vital to the spiri
tual life and outreach ministries of the 
local congregation . They are known by 
the name, " Wa-Kipendano", " the peo
ple who love", a timely and meaningful 
name in a nation still struggling with 
ancient tribal animosities. In the church 
of Kananga, Central Zaire, a church 
made up of two major tribal groups, the 
Luba-Kasai and the Otetela, never 
noted for love for each other, two 
separate church services are held with 
the appropriate tribal language used. 
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Yet in the "Kipendano" , while each 
tribal group has its own president, they 
al I meet together and plan together for 
the good of the church . 

The church of Zaire is the one 
movement which reaches beyond the 
divisiveness of tribalism. Even though 
the church will have to continue to take 
tribal origins into account for many 
years to come, there is strong evidence 
of the unifying force within the church 
through Jesus Christ. In the Kapanga 
area, in the southwestern corner of 
Zaire, for instance, soldiers from the 
northern part of Zaire are in the majority 
in the troops which have military 
control. There is no love between the 
people of the north and those of the 
Shaba area of which Kapanga is a part. 
Yet today the church at Kapanga 
reaches out to minister to fellow Chris
tians among the soldiers, regardless of 
their tribal origin. Likewise, as in many 
other cities in Zaire, a Sunday morning 
service in the city of Kamina in Luba
land will find Christians of a number of 
tribal groups worshipping together. 

A final significant element in the life 
and growth of the Zairian church is the 
initiative shown by members and lead
ers . Twenty years ago there was pro
nounced dependency on the western 
missionary, relative to church program 
development, administrative leadership 
and local church outreach. Today, after 
65 years of missionary presence pro
viding training, counsel and commit
ment, the change is impressive. Church 
leaders carry out their responsibilities 
with ability, resourcefulness and dedi
cation . They have assumed leadership, 
while the missionary, who is still 
needed and welcomed with open arms, 
fills a supporting role of undergirding 
and supporting the church. 

Leaders in the United Methodist 
Church in Zaire have come to a 
realization that, if the church is to play a 
vital role in the life of the people, it must 
be deeply rooted in that society. As 
indigenization takes place, it must not 
lose sight of its social consciousness as 
well as its evangelical thrust of lifting 
Christ up to bring hope and strengthen 
faith . Then this remarkable growth will 
continue and the African society to 
which the church ministers will reap the 
benefits. • 

Howard Brinton, the son of m1ss1onary 
parents, was raised in the Belgian Congo, 
now Zaire, and returned as a missionary 
from 7946 to 7966. He is now executive 
secretary in the section of Cultivation, 
Education and Cultivation Division, BOGM. 



Birmingham, labama has changed 
ince the days when " Bull " Connor 

unleashed dogs on civil rights demon
strators and a black church was 
bombed, killing four little girls . Govern
mental reforms, school integration and 
an emerging black middle class have 
given this leading industrial city a more 
progressive racial reputation . 

But massive population shifts have 
accompanied the accommodation . 
Partly because of school integration, 
whites fled to the eastern side of the city 
and uburbs to the east and south. 
When a highway built a decade ago 
plit the city ea t and west and wiped 

out entire black communities, blacks 
moved into homes on the west side that 
whites had been leaving, aided by 
" blockbusting" realtors . While metro
pol itan Birmingham grew, the city itself 
lost 30,000 people in a decade. The 
population of approximately 280,500 is 
now predominantl y black. 

B irmingham has nearly 500 
churches, 130 of them United Method
ist. They have not integrated with much 
success. As the city's population shift
ed , seven white United Methodist 
churches closed, a number of other 
U .M. white congregations have de
clined in membership, and two new 
black U.M . congregations have been 
de eloped . 

As in other large cities, Birm ingham's 
poor are clustered in the inner core
the janitors, dishwashers, part-time 
workers, the elderly with insufficient 
income , the struggling single mothers, 
the unsupervised school dropouts, the 
tran ients . eighborly block organiza
tion tr to upgrade community life but 
the problems are more than they can 
handle. 

Parish Is Organized 

Feeling the United Methodist Church 
could reaffirm its Christian mission and 
re erse the general membership 
decline , the superintendent of the 
Birm ingham East D istrict in 1971 
organized the five-church Birmingham 
Cooperati e Parish in the inner city . It 
came too late for two of the churches, 
which have since closed . The remain
ing three asked for help from the office 

Cooper tive Parish 
Helen Kromer 

Choir director Bill Remele, with some of the staff and children of the After School Program. 

of Church and Community Ministry, 
ational Division of the Board of 

Global Ministries. 
Providing workers for urban transi

tional areas is a new development for 
the Church and Community office, 
which largely serves town and country 
ministries . ell Krueger, who was 
assigned to the parish in 1977, came out 
of 17 years of rural work, in which she 
served and organized churches in Ala
bama, Georgia and Mississ ippi . 

Entering rural work as a US-2 in 1960, 
Ms . Krueger went on to become a 
deaconess, a director of Christian edu
cation , and a church and community 
worker. In 1964, while attending a town 
and country conference, she met and 
subsequently married a United Method
ist lay conference leader. They moved 
to Abrams, Wisconsin , where her hus
band owned a feed store, but when he 
found that she couldn 't take the colder 

temperatures, they moved to Tupelo, 
Mississippi and he took an insurance 
job. Nell worked as a hospital chaplain 
and social work program director at the 
Methodist retirement home, and later 
managed dozens of churches in Chick
asaw and north Lee cou nties. In the 
meantime her husband sought a preach
er's license and served two churches . 

Six months after Nell 's appointment 
to Birmingham, the parish appointed 
her director. " I hit the field a-running 
with no time to take stock, " she says. " I 
learned the job as I did the job."Her 
husband , Jerry, was transferred to the 
same city by his insurance company. 

Church Worker's Discovery 

Nell fou nd her parish consisted of 
three churches with huge facilities to 
maintain on reduced budgets and mem
bership three fourths beyond retirement 
age. Furthermore, they were removed 
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Church and community worker Nell Krueger visits nursing home patients. 

from one another by the throughway 
splitting the city. On the east side was 
Stockham Memorial with 183 mem
bers; on the west side, Denman, with 80 
members, and McCoy United Method
ist, with 460. 

McCoy used to have 1600 members. 

began to call in the neighborhoods, in 
the nursing homes, in the hospitals . 

" I've been amazed to find out how 
much friendship there is between blacks 
and whites," she says . " It's the same 
spirit I found in the rural areas. When I 
go to visit, someone tells me, ' If you 
don' t find me at home, go next door to 
my neighbor because they keep up with 
me and protect me.' And not infre
quently if I walk up on someone's porch 
and get no answer, a neighbor will call 
across the lawn , 'You' ll find her over at 
her sister's,' or 'She's just gone out to the 
grocery. ' " 

It is situated across from Birmingham 
Southern College and so draws from the 
college faculty, though students come 
only in minimal numbers, except on 
special days of student recogn ition or 
for co-sponsored church and college 
community action forums. McCoy has 
three or four blacks on the rolls and 
would welcome more black members, 
but there are 11 strong black churches Service Projects Begun 
around the cooperative parish units . That reservoir of goodwill suggested 

With no whites moving into the area that community service might be a good 
and almost no blacks joining the way for the parish to begin , especially 
churches, " the most difficult thing we since it was clear that though the three 
have to face is a sense of hopelessness, " church congregations were handi-
says Ms. Krueger. " Rural churches, capped in many ways they felt a real 
even though they are small , can look need to serve. Ms. Krueger set about 
down the country lanes and see new organizing such ministries. 
houses and people moving in which A children's program managed by 
offers promise." high school and college students had 

Ms. Krueger began her assignment by already been developed at McCoy. Ms. 
doing what she has always done : getting Krueger upgraded it. Drawing money 
the " feel " of the situation. She is an from local churches, the district, the 
ebullient woman, easy with people and conference, and the National Division, 
so completel y herself that she had no she hired a part-time professional to 
trouble moving from country to city, work with the teachers and children. 
even though these were not country- Today over a hundred children-both 
moved-to-the-city people, but second- from the comm u n it y and the 
generation, relocated city residents . She churches-are involved in a program of 
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after-school devotions, choir, recre
ation, crafts and field trips. In addition 
to summer camp and vacation church 
school for children last summer, two 
family retreats provided leadership 
training for church people. 

Organizing a program for the many 
neglected older people was next on the 
docket. Church and community peo
ple, including nursing and retirement 
home residents, meet once a month for 
a free meal and afternoon activities. 
" It 's about the swingingest thing 
around," says Ms. Krueger, smiling. 
" The halls of Denman, Stockham and 
McCoy are packed with wheelchairs 
and walkers. Our next step is to make 
those meetings more frequent." 

The Halfway House Ministry is a 
program taking hold in the western part 
of the city, as it already has elsewhere. 
Mental patients from the state hospital 
who feel competent to live on the 
outside stay in homes. So far the parish 
has found four homes willing to take 
patients and 30 have been released . 
There has been great cooperation in the 
community for this ministry (the state 
pays the administrator) . The desire is to 
draw these former patients gradually 
into the church fellowship. 

A Busy Schedule 

Ms. Krueger tries to maintain a 
balance between church and communi
ty activities . She relates to the internal 
life of each congregation , meeting with 
United Methodist Women officers and 
Councils on Ministries. She counsels 
individuals and families and sees shut
i n's as time permits ("First time 
someone's been here in 14 years," one 
man told her) . 

On the four " fifth Sundays" every 
year al I three congregations in the 
parish come together to celebrate, each 
time in a different church . As many as a 
hundred persons will listen to a mis
sionary, attend a music festival or hear a 
visiting pastor. This past October, peo
ple from the three churches chartered 
buses and took a missions tour of 
Appalachia . 

Ms. Krueger attends Sunday service 
in each of the three churches, beginning 
with Stockham Memorial where her 
husband is the part-time pastor . 
" Stockham has taken on new life since 
Jerry has been there," Nell says. And 
then her eyes twinkle : " When the new 
sign was made for the church, the 
layman who painted it listed Jerry's 
name as pastor and then tongue-in
cheek painted underneath, ' ... and his 
wife, Nell, too .' " 



Ms. Krueger's portfolio da ily grows 
more crowded with admini stration , 
public relations, fund-ra ising. A part
time program assistant joined the staff in 
October (11 I went beating on doors to get 
that, 11 says Ms. Krueger) and the budget 
of $13 ,500 has been increased to 
$18,000 this year, making it possible to 
expand programs. 

One of the quickest ways to expand, 
Ms. Krueger believes, is to open up the 
Birmingham Cooperative Parish to six 
other United Methodist churches in 
transitional areas, becoming a " min
istry" instead of a " pari sh. " " The 
ministry will be an option , however, no 
one will be coerced ." 

Helping Hands 

With the additional staff person , Ms. 
Krueger says, the parish can offer a 
program in Denman church for children 
from the nearby low-income housing. 
" The 25 people active at Denman, 90 
percent female and retired , are afraid to 
have their faci Ii ties used without careful 
supervision , because if holes were 
knocked in the walls or furniture 
damaged they have absolutely no funds 
for repair." 

Professional staff is vital, Ms. Krueger 
feels, but she has been " remarkably 
pleased with the number of volu nteers 
who've been willing to serve. They do 
everything-help with recreation , fix 
refreshments, act as chaperones, go on 
field trips, transport kids to camp. My 
latest volunteer is an R and you can 
imagine how badly we need her.11 

All three churches have talented and 
dedicated people and large viable 
plants. " There are many ways these 
churches can be helped to be in 
ministry," says Ms. Krueger. " They may 
not be able to grow one way but they 
can grow another. When there's a need 
and you have the abi I ity to meet that 
need , I say that's God's call ." 

Ms. Krueger sees the ministry as 
having a cooperative role to play with 
th~ city . " If nobody intervenes, Bir
mingham could be in trouble with a 
declining tax base and a higher need for 
services, 11 she says. " The big hope is 
that the city government will intervene 
with positive programs, one of them 
community participation . I believe we 
have a part to play. It was, after all , the 
ch~rches working with the city council 
which helped turn Birmingham around 
after the 60's.11 

• 

Ms . Kromer is a staff writer for the Depart
ment of Interpretive Services, Board of 
Global Ministries. 

An Hispanic 
Church Rebuilds 

Connie Myer 

It was a hot Jul y day in 1977 when 
several youngsters met in an aban

doned factory building in Brooklyn 's 
Ridgewood-Bushwick section for a 
glue-sniffing party . Whether they were 
afraid of being discovered and tried to 
burn their paper bags or were just 
careless with matches no one knows 
but the building caught fire and th~ 
blaze rapidl y spread to 23 other struc
tures in the area . 

Destroyed in the 10-alarm fire was 
the Knickerbocker United Methodist 
Church, a venerable structure next door 
to the factory . 

Knickerbocker had a history of serv
ing immigrant groups-particularly 
Germans and Italians-since 1890. In 
more recent years the church began 
to establish a Hispanic congregation 
as the Ridgewood area w nt through a 
transition with whites moving out 
and blacks and Hispanics-mostly 
Puerto Ricans-moving in . 

Small and struggling, the Hispanic 
congregation tried to co-exist with the 
remaining English-speaking congrega
tion , but relationships were difficult at 
times. Vandal s also struck the building, 
causing damage to the structure and the 
piano and organ . 

After the English-speaking congrega
tion dec ided to move from the Knicker
bocker building and worship with the 
Bushwick Avenue United Methodist 
Church , conference authorities serious
ly considered selling Knickerbocker. 
But after the 1974 Annual Conference 
the Rev. Noemi Diaz, who had bee~ 
working at the Church of All Nations, a 
Manhattan church which was sold , was 
appointed to Knickerbocker . 

The First Five 

" Five is a lucky number for me," said 
Dr. Diaz, a tiny Cuban-born woman 
who holds a law degree besides her 
theology degree. " We found five names 

Fire destroyed Knickerbocker church in 1977. 



"While building 
plans are 

important, the 
congregation 

hasn't forgotten 
its basic . . ,, m1ss1on ... 

The Rev. Noemi Diaz, 
pastor, Carmelo Diaz, 
lay leader, and other 

parishioners inspect site 
for their new church. 

in the membership roll of Kni cker
bocker and a li st of friends . Some 
Hispanic members of All Nations trans
ferred to Kni ckerbocker to help me 
deve lop a congregation ." 

The first servi ce, held on June 30, was 
attended by a paltry 10 persons with an 
offering of $14, but Dr. Diaz and her 
friends weren ' t discouraged. Appealing 
to all members, neighbors and friends, 
they raised $4,500 for painting the 
sanctuary and buying a much-needed 
stove. On Oct. 13, 1974, the refur
bished church had a formal dedication 
service attended by 300 people . 

After that, everything was up. Mem
bership increased to 75 and a wide 
variety of commu nity programs were 
initiated-from after-school tutoring for 
school chi ldren to a weekly luncheon 
meeting for the elderly. Knickerbocker 
staged a bicentennial Latin American 
celebration and annual costumed chil
dren 's pageants to raise money for 
continued improvements in its building. 

Through such se lf-help efforts and a 
donation of $2 ,300 from the National 
Division office of Church Extension, the 
church 's bathrooms were rebuilt, a hot 
water system was repaired after years of 
disuse and the rest of the building was 
cleaned and repaired . Instrumental in 
much of the mai·ntenance was Dr. Diaz' 
husband, Nicasio, a retired engineer, 
who also cooked meals for the after
school and elderly programs. 

" On the day of the fire, we had 50 
people inside in a day camp program," 
related Dr. Diaz. " I was in my office 
helping a woman write a letter to the 
welfare department when I saw flames 
begin to come in. Thank God , everyone 
got out safely. But we lost just about 
everything-our new selectric 

typewriter, a brand new carpet for 
which we had saved for three yea rs and 
a lot of Puerto Rican meat pies we 
planned to se l I." 

Fire's Aftermath 

After the fire was over, Knicker
bocker-80 percent destroyed-was 
torn down, but the congregation 's 
interest and enthusiasm didn' t die. 

" For the first few months we were 
uncertain," said lay leader Carmelo 
Diaz (no relation to Dr. Diaz). " But we 
knew we wanted to stay together. The 
question was : where would it be?" 

The first Sunday after the fire, a street 
worship service was held with 200 
people coming, including area minis
ters and Dr. John Carrington, director of 
the United Methodist City Society of 
New York, which had already helped in 
program funding and held title to 
Knickerbocker's building. The Rev. V. 
P. Schulthies, former pastor of St. Paul 
Evangelical Lutheran Church , four 
blocks away, was the first min ister to 
offer help to Knickerbocker's people 
during the fire. After a summer of 
worshipping at nearby Trinity Presbyte
rian and St. Paul and finishing the day 
camp at Bushwick UMC, the congrega
tion finally settled at St. Paul Church, 
worshipping there Sunday afternoons 
and continuing the weekday after
school program in some classrooms. 

Next big question was whether or not 
Knickerbocker should be rebuilt. It was 
the only United Methodist Hispanic 
congregation in that area of Brooklyn . 
The group was enthusiastic and insur
ance money would be available from 
the fire. But what about the neighbor
hood? Other buildings besides the 
fire-gutted ones were abandoned and 



lots were fi lled with rubble . Had deteri 
oration gone too far? 

" But the Knickerbocker Avenue 
commercial area is sti 11 strong," said Dr. 
Diaz . " In fact, a new Burger King was 
opened after the fire. The city of ew 
York also plans to build new low-ri se 
housing and a park here." 

New Plans 

So, after working w ith the Office of 
Architecture of the at ional Division , 
and after receiving necessary approval 
from the City Society, the property title 
holder, plans for a new Kn ickerbocker 
Church are under way . Close, coopera
tive planning between the congrega
tion , the division, the society and the 
architect will result in the first new 
United Methodist Hispanic church 
building in the northern part of the 
country . 

" I think we've gained strength from 
the fire," said Carmelo Diaz. " Our 
people are more involved. We are 
planning the program and building 
which we will need through our build
ing committee." 

The committee, with advice from 
ational Division architect Douglas R. 

Hoffman, selected Milton Wilson , a 
young black architect from an interra
cial ew York architectural firm , to 
design the new church. Ground-break
ing is expected this spring for the 
angle-roofed one-level modern struc
ture . It's designed for multiple use with a 
large narthex for the after-school pro
gram , church dinners and church 
school. 

Even though the plan is relatively 
modest, the building will cost $300,000 
in today's inflated economy. Financing 
will come from fire insurance, a $15,-
000 gift from the ethnic minority local 
church missional priority, a $25 ,000 
gift from ew York Annual Conference, 
a projected $65 ,000 National Division 
church extension loan and the rest from 
congregational pledges . 

With guidance of the Rev. William 
Smartt of the ational Division's Office 
of Finance and Field Service, Knicker
bocker members pledged $29,748 to 
the building fund in a campaign held 
last June . Additional fund-raising con
tinues, such as the children 's pageant of 
last Nov. 25 which garnered $1,300 . 
" And we haven' t reached out yet to 
business people in the area," said Dr. 
Diaz. 

Basic Mission 

While building plans are important, 
the congregation hasn' t forgotten its 

- - :/h_J 
An after-school program for children (above and on opposite page) operates in temporary 
quarters. 

basic mission-witnessing its Christian 
commitment to the Good News of Jesus' 
coming, which is basic to all its 
activities . Besides the homework help, 
crafts and hot evening meal they receive 
in the federally funded after-school 
program, youngsters also get a living 
demonstration of Christian love . 

Knickerbocker Church and Accion 
Civica (a multi-purpose agency) have 
helped about eight youngsters to get 
high school equivalency diplomas and 
even attend college after being in 
study-work programs at the church . 
Mrs. Irma Martinez, the former church 
secretary and mother of four, received 
her high school equivalency diploma 
and all A's in her courses during a year 
of college. She's now employed as a 
su pervisor in a bank. 

Evan gel ization also comes through 
Knickerbocker's choirs for adults and 
through the music school it used to run 
and hopes to have once again . With aid 
from the United Methodist Board of 
Higher Education, the church registered 
70 people in guitar, piano, organ, 

church and vocal music classes . "We 
saw this in relation to lifting up the 
cultural life of the community, " said Dr. 
Diaz. 

And it seems that even hard-core 
community people have been affect
ed-for the good-by Knickerbocker's 
presence among them . Before the fire, 
Nicasio Diaz made friends with a group 
of you ng men who hung around the 
streets near the church drinking wine. 
After the fire when thieves came one 
night to steal the few pews that escaped 
flames, the young men hustled the 
would-be burglars away. "We sold the 
benches for $400!" Dr. Diaz said 
proudly . 

So, like a phoenix, Knickerbocker 
United Methodist Church looks forward 
to its second "resurrecci6n" from the 
ashes to a brand new building where its 
Hispanic congregation can grow and 
flourish even more strongly. • 

Ms. Myer is senior staff writer for Interpretive 
Services of the Board of Global Ministries. 
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Th iving Pacific Islander Churches 

Raymond H. Wilson 

The fact that the United Methodist 
Church is deeply involved in ministry 
among Pacific islanders hardly can be 
called news. 

But the fact that such a ministry is 
thriv ing among Samoans and Tongans 
virtually within a stone's throw of 
Disneyland is news to a lot of people 
called Methodist. 

While it may come as news, it is not 
an overnight development. The first 
congregation of southern Californians 
who had emigrated from Western and 
American Samoa was founded 16 years 
ago-first as a Bible class in a down
town Los Angeles Methodist church , 
then as an ethnic congregation within 
another predominantly white church . 
Today, it is known as Fetu Ao United 
Methodist Church, a totally self-sup
porting, property-owning congregation 
that pays its apportionments in fu 11 to the 
Pacific and Southwest Annual Confer
ence. Attendance at worship services 
on a typical Sunday includes 80 percent 
of its 169 members, some of whom 
travel 80 miles round trip to be there. 

Fetu Ao Church and 16 si ster Un ited 
· Methodist congregations of Pacific is

landers in the Pacific and Southwest 
Conference are the result of two major 
commitments : a deep religious com
mitment of the islanders themselves 
who were brought up in the Wesleyan 
faith of the South Pacific, and a pledge 
by the Annual Conference to strengthen 
and nurture newly formed congrega
tions of these people who are bringing 
Christ with them to Hawaii and the West 
Coast. 

Migration to U.S. 

Polynesians. Then they began moving 
to the mainland-some by way of 
Hawaii and others directly from the 
Samoan islands. 

For those from American Samoa, it is 
a relatively uncomplicated move-no 
passports and no quotas because 
American Samoa and its 30,000 resi
dents are part of a United States 
territory . But for any of Western 
Samoa's 165 ,000 residents, the move 
from their independent nation to the 
United States is surrounded by all of the 
customary immigration red tape. So 
even now, Los Angeles receives only 
about seven new residents a week from 
the Samoan islands, but over a period of 
many years they have formed a sub
stantial community w ithin southern 
California. 

There is no Samoan ghetto in Los 
Angeles . The Rev. Dr. Mila Maefau, 
pastor of Fetu Ao Church, trave ls many 
miles of freeway to visit the homes of his 
parishioners, anywhere from Cuca
monga to the San Fernando Valley, 
spanning the entire Los Ange les basin . 

One result, he says with a smile, is 
difficulty in developing an adult church 
school class . " They wou Id rather stand 
around in front of the church for an 
hour, just talking and drinking coffee, 
because they haven' t seen each other 
for a week," he explains . But at 11 
o'clock every Sunday morning, they 
take their places in the freshly decorat
ed , refurnished sanctuary of a former 
Evangelical United Brethren congrega
tion . 

Recognition by Conference 

The deed to the church was signed 
The migration of Samoans and Ton- over to the Samoan congregation in 

gans to the United States has been 1972 as part of Annual Conference 
happening for many years . At first, a efforts to encourage a ministry to Pacific 
number went to Hawaii where they islanders. A year later, the institutional 
were soon absorbed into a multi-cultur- church institutionalized the Samoan 
al soc iety that already included many ministry by establishing an Annual 
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Members of Fetu Ao Samoan UMC in 
Torrance, Ca., maintained an hour-long 
procession to the front of the sanctuary to 
contribute toward their congregation. 

Conference Samoan Commi ss ion, serv
ing both the mainland and Hawa ii. 
Robert N. Kes ler, superintendent of the 
Long Beach District in whose area much 
of the mi nistry was growi ng, was the 
first chairperson of a comm ission made 
up of Samoan and pa lagi (non-Samoan) 
church leaders. 

By introducing a new leve l of recog
nition to the movement, the Conference 
also began to v iew the Samoans as more 
than colorful " natives." The ta ll Sa
moans sti ll came to Annual Conference 
and towered over the pa lagi and they 
sti ll staged their dances in front of the 
Un iversity of Red lands chapel after 
Conference. sessions recessed in the 
evening, but they also became an 
integra l pa rt of the l ife and min istry of 
the Un ited Method ist Church on the 
mainland and in Hawaii . Today they 
serve on Conference boards and com
mittees, and no longer as token repre
sentati ves of a "separate" group. 

At the most recent sess ion of the 



Conference, recognition was given to 
the fact that increasing numbers of 
residents of the Kingdom of Tonga also 
were moving to the mainland and 
Hawaii and that these persons, too, 
were steeped in the Wesleyan religion . 
The name of the Samoan Commission 
was changed to the Pacific Islanders 
Commission, and its membership was 
broadened to include the Tongans who 
have six congregations within the 
bounds of the Conference. 

Ties to Haole Churches 

Of the 1 7 Samoan and Tongan 
congregations in the Pacific and South
west conference, three worship in their 
own church buildings and some of the 
others look forward to the day when 
they wi 11 own property. Sti 11 others 
prefer to maintain a relationship to a 
white congregation , such as the Tongan 
congregation at First United Methodist 
Church in Honolulu . They have their 
own minister, conduct services in their 
own language, and support a separate 
program. But in terms of fellowship, the 
Tongan and haole (white) congrega
tions are one, and the Tongan choir of 
First Church frequently participates in 
haole services. 

To hear the Pacific islanders sing in 
their worship services, one feels that a 
choir is almost superfluous. Music is an 
important part of their worship experi
ence, and they sing far louder, far longer 
and more beautifully than their Ameri
can friends in Christ. Proof of their 
background in music is their hymnal : it 
contains only words of the hymns; 
they've known the music by heart since 
childhood. 

A major project of the Pacific Is
landers Commission is the development 
of a new hymnal for use in their 
American churches as well as Samoan 
church school curriculum resources . 
Nary a word of English is heard in the 
church unless English-speaking visitors 
are greeted, yet most of the church 
members speak English fluently and 
their children are educated in America's 
public schools . 

Goals of Islanders 

One asks why these Pacific islanders 
come to the mainland or Hawaii . Pastor 
Maefau asks this same question of his 
church members and hears two domi
nant answers : to provide the children 
with a better education, and to find 
better employment. 

The first goal is easily provided 
through the public school system in 
Hawaii or on the mainland. The second 

''The church 
offers a haven 

for many 
of their 

traditions. '' 

goal is a much more difficult challenge. 
When they arrive in Los Angeles or 
Honolulu , for example, they have no 
trade skills usab le in the Western 
economy. At best they can find jobs 
only as manual laborers. The Samoan 
United Methodist Churches in Los 
Angeles operate a Samoan self-help 
center that serves in a referral capacity, 
and the Samoan community is served by 
a social service agency unrelated to any 
single denomination . But still the needs 
are great. 

Added to the difficult task of finding 
employment, Pacific islanders-partic
u larly those who bypass Hawaii on their 
way to the mainland-suffer a formida
ble cultural shock. Their lives have been 
spent in villages that consist of a dozen 
or so thatched-roof, open-sided fales, 
often grouped in a semi-circle in a 
tropical clearing. Freeways, traffic jams 
and a population density of 6,000 
persons per square mile are mind-shat
tering contrasts to their rural homeland 
where less than a hundred people may 
share a square mile. 

Far-Ranging Ministry 

So Mila Maefau's work ranges fa r and 
wide across the metropolitan area, 
helping new members of his church 
learn to cope with southern California's 
helter skelter way of Jife. The church 
helps them with the adjustment and at 
the same ti me offers a haven for many of 
their traditions . It is at church on Sunday 
morning that men wear their lava lava 
skirts and their wives colorful moo
moos. And while American churches 
have their pot-luck dinners, the Pacific 
islanders have their feasts . Other than 
the fact that both are held in a fellowship 
hall , there simply is no comparison. 

Another tradition of churches in 
Samoa is May Day when members bring 
to the altar their financial gifts for the 
entire year. The total cost of operating 
the church for the coming 12 months is 
presented in one service-in cash . 

Members of Fetu Ao Church modified 
this approach by making financial 

pledges and through weekl y contribu
tions but they have retained the tradition 
of May Day, too, and not just once a 
year but on two Sundays in the Spring 
and Fal I. In the 1978 May Days, they 
received nearly $19,000 in cash toward 
a $38,000 budget. The services each 
were more than two hours long, as 
talking chiefs exhorted members to 
come to the altar time after time to place 
more money in the plates until enough 
cash was received . 

Members on one side of the sanctuary 
entered into friendly competition with 
those on the other side in seeing who 
could contribute more. The losers then 
had to prepare a post-service feast for 
the winners . 

Where do the Samoan and Tongan 
United Methodist churches in Hawaii 
and on the mainland go from here? 

District Superintendent Kesler sees 
the annual conference and the general 
church playi ng major roles fo r years to 
come through salary support, oppor
tunities for theological education of 
ministers through scholarships, assis
tance with buildings, and most of all a 
commitment to preserve the Pacific 
islanders' rel igious culture in this coun
try . To destroy that culture by en
couraging any form of congregational 
integration would be an error, he 
believes . 

Somewhat wistfully, however, he 
envisions the day when a Samoan or 
Tongan minister is appointed to a white 
congregation. 

" It's at that point we who are white 
w ill know we really are in the mai n
stream," Kesler says. • 

Ra ymond H . Wilson is executive director of 
the Center for Parish Communications in 
Glendale, Calif. 
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New For01s 
of Ministering 

Joyce Hill 

There is opportunity for biblical reflec
tion driving a tractor up and down the 

fields, preparing the ground to receive 
the seeds of the new crop. 

There is opportunity for organizing a 
sermon as the oven heats, the dough is 
kneaded and the bread ba'kes. 

There is opportunity for witnessing to 
faith as one relates to the students in the 
classrooms, to their parents in confer
ences and to colleagues in other school 
activities . 

The sower of seeds, the baker of 
bread and the teacher of students, al I 
have another, primary focus in their 
lives. They are pastors of the United 
Evangelical Church of Ecuador. 

A united ministry of social service in 
Ecuador was established in 1945 by the 
United Presbyterian Church, the United 
Church of Christ, the Presbyte rian 
Church in the United States and the 
United Methodist Church. Two yea rs 
later the Church of the Brethren began 
the same kind of ministry. Congrega
tions of believers were a natural resu It of 
the medical , educational and agricul
tural development programs. In 1965 
the United Church was established with 
the cooperation of the churches from 
the States who were not interested in 
pro I iferating denominational structures. 

One of the goals of the small church 
was to have a self-supporting ministry in 
10 years, although no one really knew 
how that was going to be achieved. 
After several yea rs, it was evident that 
the congregations would not be ab le to 
support a full-time paid clergy . A form 
of self support had to be developed . 

" The Sower," Alberto Bautista, is the 
first ordained pastor of the congregation 
in Pijal where the native language is 
Quechua. At his ord ination at the 
assembly of the church in November, 
1978, the president of the congregation 
was bursti ng with joy : "Now we have a 
pastor who can administer the sacra
ments to us in our own language rather 

than in Spanish!" 
Bautista has not only fulfi lled the 

theological requirements for hi s ordina
tion , he has also developed a plan of self 
support for his family through the 
purchase of a tractor. He is avai I able for 
plowing, cultivating and harvesting 
crops for his neighbors, most of whom 
are not related to the United Church . As 
he sows the seed for new crops, he is 
able to sow the seeds of the Gospel 
promising new life . 

"A sower, a baker 
and a teacher 

symbolize a new 
era in the 

United Church . . " 

One of the greatest problems in the 
area is seasonal employment, which 
causes migrations for the men . As part of 
his pastoral task, Bautista has worked 
with others to establish a weaving 
industry which will give year-round 
employment. There is no dichotomy of 
evangelism and serv ice in the United 
Church . Bauti sta is a true disciple of this 
wholeness clearly evident in his min
istry. 

" The Baker," Filiberto Navarro, has 
been a pastor in the high mountain 
vi llages near the Cotopaxi volcano 
which towers over 20,000 feet above 
sea level. He has known firsthand the 
struggle of the people to secure their 
daily bread . As a means of self-support 
he has established a bakery. The bread 
needed for physica l wel I-being is pro
duced by the pastor who provides the 
Bread of Life for the spiritual develop
ment of the congregation . 

Although the Agrarian Reform Act 

30 [126) New World Outlook • March 1979 

was passed 15 years ago in Ecuador, 
most of the people in the Cotopaxi area 
still live in a feudal environment with 
hunger pangs for food , for education, 
for a life of fulfillment. Navarro shares 
with them in their daily life, trying to 
provide meaning and hope. 

" The Teacher," Jose Villalba, re
ceived his formal theological training at 
the Theological Community in Mexico 
City at the same time he was enrolled at 
the University of Mexico to equip 
himself as a teacher. Upon his return to 
Ecuador, he presented his credentials to 
the Ministry of Education. When the 
school year began , he was in the 
classroom as a full-time teacher. New 
friends, col leagues and contacts have 
opened up for him . 

In the United Church he has also 
found opportunities for his skills and 
training. For several years one of the 
oldest congregations had been aban
doned . Now it has taken on new 
vitality . One of the oldest members of 
the church expressed her joy that her 
grandchildren can once more be in 
church schoo l. " I never lost my faith 
that these doors would reopen," she 
declared . Jose, as a new pastor, is 
learning from older church members. 
They are learning new ideas from him . 
The church will benefit. 

The Sower, the Baker and the Teacher 
symbolize a new era in the United 
Church of Ecuador in which participa
tion of the laity will be more pro
nounced. " Now we all have to do our 
full share in the church . No one will be 
paid to do it for us," commented one of 
the laymen. And a layman was elected 
president for the first time in the history 
of the church . 

Many participants in the annual 
assembly were first-time delegates from 
the 14 congregations . They carried on 
lively discussion and debate concerning 
the purpose of the church . The pro
grams of service came under scrutiny to 
be sure they were going to help solve 
basic problems in the communities and 
not just offer temporary solutions. 

As they affirmed that the church exists 
to bring salvation to the people of 
Ecuador in the fullest sense, they also 
affirmed their need for deeper biblical 
and theological reflection as lay people 
in order to give witness to Jesus Christ as 
the Lord of all life. With leadership from 
pastors like the Sower, the Baker and the 
Teacher, they will work together in 
sharingtheGood ewsinanewway. • 

Joyce Hill is an executive secretary for Latin 
America in the World Division, United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries. 



Personal 
Testimony 

Motoko Koshiba 

Every fall , many city churches in Japan 
plan bazaars which not only bring in 

funds for the church and its mission 
work, but also build relationships with 
the neighborhood community by open
ing the church doors to many people in 
a friendly atmosphere. This is al so the 
time for church schools and church 
kindergartens to take trips and to enjoy a 
fi eld day. In the prevailing non-Chris
tian culture every such opportunity is a 
chance for setting up a situation for 
mission . 

For its fall evangelism program, the 
Himonya church (Kyodan) in Tokyo 
planned a special service of witness 
with four testimonies by church mem
bers, and extended an invitation to 
many neighborhood people to join in 
the church fellowship. The following is 
a translation of a testimony by Ms. 
Motoko Kosh iba, which illustrates the 
mission of the church and its effect upon 
her I ife and faith : 

A Cripple's Story 

" A healthy person thinks that walking 
is a natural movement, but for me, it is a 
mystery. I could not walk until I was 13 
years old, but now I take buses, tra ins 
and even climb long flights of stairs . For 
me, walking has become a source of 
overw helming joy and appreciation, for 
I am crippled. I was born with brain 
paralysis . Some people with a Buddhist 
interpretation of life troubled my par
ents by saying that my birth was caused 
by their sinfulness in the past. But when 
my niece asked me why I had such a 
sickness, I told her that I was born dead . 
Then the child replied, 'Auntie-you 
are like Jesus, because you have ri sen 
from the dead !' 

" When I was 16 the war ended . Since 
I could no longer go to school (my 
mother had carried me on her back for 
many years), I stayed home and read 
books every day searching for the 
meaning of life. At thattime my younger 

sister died of tubercular meningitis . The 
people around me sa id, 'Why did such a 
beautiful child have to die and the 
helpless handi capped one remain 
alive?' I cried, because they expected 
me to die before anyone else. I w ished 
that I were dead. 

Timely Sermon 

" Many new religions invited me to 
join their religious activities, but I 
couldn't believe in them. Then one 
Sunday I saw some people come out of a 
church building with carnations pinned 
to their lape ls in honor of Mother's Day. 
It reminded me of the time w hen I was 
taken to chu rch school when I was little . 
But during the war I was told by my 
public school teacher not to believe in 
the God of the Americans. When I saw 
the beautiful carnations I decided to go 
to the church one more time before 
ki 11 i ng myself. At the front gate everyone 
was so kind to me. The sermon was 
'Thou Shalt Not Kill, ' and the minister 
spoke about the most sinful act of killing 
onese lf. I was so surprised, because I 
had not told the mi nister anything about 
myself, but it seemed that he knew of my 
decision to die. I realized that God was 
tryi ng to speak to me, and had chosen 
me to be baptised . It was 1949. 

Ministry to Handicapped 

" Soon after that, my mother died, as if 
she was relieved to see my re-birth in 
Christ, and cou Id rest at last. At the 
suggest ion of the mi nister of the church, 
I was hospita l ized fo r an operat ion . 
There I became aware of the many 
unhappy peop le in the world who need 
someone as I do. I decided to go to 
college and study social welfare to 
become a case worker for those people. 
Du ri ng this time I had 34 operations on 
my hip bone, which developed cracks 
periodically. Every time r was in the 
hospital bed after the operations I 
thanked God w ho gave me the experi
ence of learni ng the pain and struggle of 
Christ on the cross. I do not come to the 
church for physical healing, but my task 
in the church is to bu i ld a community 
w here other unh appy handicapped 
people can come and experience the 
sp iri tual salvation that I have experi
enced. 

" Although I have speech difficulties, 
God has used me as a school teacher for 
eight years. I have a job as a case worker 
visit ing handicapped people at their 
homes. Moreover, I sincerely thank 
God that I am able to pray for others 
wherever I am . I go to PT A and other 
public meetings and talk about God's 
many blessi ngs upon us. 'For I am not 
ashamed of the Gospel ' (Romans 1: 16). 
I' 11 wa I k on the road of I ife for others 
unti l I can receive the everlasting crown 
of thorns." • 

This article has been reprinted from Japan 
Christian Activity News . 
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A Changing 
Suburban Church 

Beverly J. Chain 

The Rev. Jarrett T. Wicklein meets with church school pre-schoolers. 

A pastora l appointment to prepare a been constructed in the area . Now, just 
church for change. That was the chal- eight years later 500 single -famil y 
lenge presented to the Rev . Jarrett T. dwellings and 152 town houses are 
Wicklein and his wife at the Baltimore occupied and new residences are still 

· annual conference in 1971. The ap- being built. It remains, however, a 
pointment was to the Middletown, pocket of suburbia in a rural setting 
Maryland, United Methodist Church . where poverty meets affluence and 
The tools included a piece of land in the deeply held values often clash . 
area deeded to the conference just The area's farm families are now 
before the Methodist-EUB merger in outnumbered by white collar and blue 
1968 and a building constructed in collar professionals who work as teach-
1882 to serve a small rural Evangelical ers and laboratory technicians, com-
United Brethren congregation. In 1971 puter programmers and in energy-relat-
the congregation numbered 42 mem- ed professions. The federal government 
bers, about 25 of whom came to and IBM are big employers in the area. 
worship on Sunday mornings. The new population is mostly young 

Located between two mountain families . A large percentage of these 
ranges, just four miles east of the two families are headed by single parents, 
major interstate highways serving both some male, some female . In either case 
Baltimore and Washington, Middle- the women work outside the home. Day 
town was a prime location for commut- care and counsel ing services are in big 
ers. By the time of Mr. Wicklein's demand in the area. Mr. Wicklein and 
appointment in 1971 , 80 single family the Middletown Church are now in-
residences and 40 town houses had volved in both . 
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Developing churches in growing 
communities seems to be the major 
factor in church growth for United 
Methodism in the Baltimore Confer
ence. New congregations and mergers 
of small congregat ions account for 15 
new church buildings in the last 10 
years . An influx of Koreans has resulted 
in the establishment of five Korean 
congregations in the past five yea rs. 

The Middletown Maryland United 
Methodist Church story began with 
patience and some 1 8 months devoted 
to winning the support of the existing 
congregation for changes in liturgy and 
congregational activity which would 
attract new residents in the community. 
Inheritors of a strong Lutheran and 
Dutch Reformed tradition in the valley, 
the old congregation insisted on a 
highly structured order and formal 
liturgy. They also felt it important for 
children to remain with adults through 
the worship service. The bearded young 
minister with a conversational style in 
the pulpit and an activist approach to 
the community took some getting used 
to . 

By the end of his first year six new 
families joined the congregation. With
in two and a half yea rs the Sunday 
school had 100 in attendance, and 125 
people regularly attended worship. The 
little 1882 church had reached its 
capacity and the congregation under
took a campaign to place a quarter 
million dollar building on the long-held 
piece of property . 

According to Mr. Wicklein the key to 
the growth of the church was establish
ing a church school for pre-schoolers 
and children up to the age of 10 meeting 
during the worship hours. The children 
are taught by teams of volunteers from 
the church. Each team serves three 
weeks and is off six weeks so that 
persons maintain their own participa
tion in worship and life of the total 
congregation. 

Lay involvement in worship as well as 
every other area of the church 's ministry 
was another important factor in church 
growth. Corporate praise is led by lay 
persons. Open praying by the congre
gation was instituted. When preaching, 
the pastor encourages the congregation 
to ask questions and enter dialogue. A 
children's message for second and third 
graders begins the sermon . 

Music has been another important 
influence in the church ' s growth. 
Trumpets, flutes and guitars are used in 
worship. The large children 's choir 
often sings with the adults. During their 
study time together the children make 
musical instruments out of cans, beans 



and bells, then come into worship at the 
end to lead the congregation in the 
singing of Psalms. 

The emphasis in the congregation is 
on family activities . Instead of church 
meetings during Advent , families 
worked together on crafts which could 
be shared at the church . Some planned 
ethnic festivals sharing German, Swed
ish and Polish Christmas customs. 
Families were encouraged to make 
things and do things for each other. 

Meetings at the church are confined 
to two nights a week one week each 
month . Worship follows the flow of the 
Christian year and is a continuing 
celebration. Preparations center around 
Advent, Epiphany, Lent, Easter and 
Pentecost. Banners and symbols pre
pared by the congregation are used in 
the worship . 

Since mid-October, 1976 the con
gregation has been in its new building. 
Bazaars and bake sales helped to raise 
$60,000 locally. A $75,000 loan was 
secured from the National Division of 
the Board of Global Ministries and the 
remaining funds were granted or loaned 
by the Baltimore conference and district 
mission societies of the United Method
ist Church . Members of the congrega
tion banded together to build the pastor 
a modular home on the church site. 
Until that time the Wicklein family lived 
in a mobile home. 

The church, says Mr. Wicklein, is 
moving from its childhood to adoles
cence . " We are beginning to define our 
ministry, to see our building as an 
instrument and not as an end in itself. " 
One congregational group called " net
work" has established a food pantry and 
a clothes closet to serve needy people in 
the area. A mission group has been 
established and is now examining its 
own response to mission . Since the 
congregation has itself been a recipient 
of missional help this has been a 
significant experience. 

A daily pre-school accommodating 
80 three-and-four year olds is held at the 
church and staffed by paid church 
members as a service to the community. 
The congregation is ecumenical in 
make-up and outlook. At least half the 
members come from other than United 
Methodist backgrounds. Fifteen of the 
members are Roman Catholics. Open
ness and a belief in the power of God 
and of people enabled Mr. Wicklein 
and the Middletown Church to grow 
and change. • 

Dr. Beverly / . Chain is Assistant General 
Secretary of the Education and Cultivation 
Division of BOGM. 

Involvement 
a New Nation • In 
B. David Williams, Jr. 

Papua New Guinea sits at the western 
edge of but within the Pacific Island 

world-a wor ld rich in learnings and 
fu 11 of moral cha I lenges for North 
Americans. Larger geographically than 
al I the continents put together, the 
Pacific, in spite of its relatively small 
populations, deserves the thoughtfu I 
attention of the Church worldwide. 

Papua New Guinea (PNG), one of the 
world's young nations, the largest of the 
Pacific nations, and one of the more 
recent scenes of United Methodist 
involvement, gives a clear example of 
church involvement in the who le life of 
a nation. 

As in the Pacific generally, the 
modern missionary movement there has 
had an overwhelmingly positive re
sponse. Vigorous national churches 
have emerged, often encompassing 
whole populations. Christian unity has 
advanced more rapidly than in our own 
country. In few places can we see such 
full involvement of the church in 
decolonization and in the process of 
total integral human development. 

Boy of Uiaku coastal village 

While not particularl y advanced in 
technology or western-style econom ics, 
the area is extremely rich at community 
level in human values, with age-old 
traditions of cooperation , sharing , 
friendship, and strong famil y ties. 

But at the same time, destructive 
forces are at work in PNG and the 
Pacific . Termed " Hated and Feared 
Elements" by Pacifique '77, a recent 
ecumenical conference in the Solomon 
Islands, these include nuclear weapons, 
with their support, control , and del ivery 
systems, and the mining of uran ium in 
Australia; economic activ ity of transna
tional corporations, especially in mar
keting, transportation and tourism; irre
sponsible exploitation of minerals and 
the sea; ports for supertankers; and in 
the case of several island nations, 
continued political control by western 
colonial powers for selfish interests. 

PNG also faces serious interna l prob
lems: breathtaking change, w ith break
down of tradi ti onal values; uneven 
economic growth, with many families 
left out, especially in the remote areas; 



"Christianity has 
had a decisive 

effect upon life 
in PNG ... " 

Parade celebrates 
Papua New Guinea's independence 

in 1975 from Australia. 
Below, Melanesian Council 

of Churches rural 
development handbook 

is a bestseller. 

an inappropriate educational system, 
with great numbers of school dropouts 
who cannot f ind jobs; some unrea li stic 
expectat ions on the part of the people 
fo r services and benefi ts; a complicated 
and cost ly governmental structure in
herited from the colonial past; a noti ce
able increa se in corruption; the main 
ci ties growi ng over three ti mes as fast as 
the nation as a who le, wi th the atten
dant urban prob lems. 

Christianity in PNG 

Christianity has had a decisive effect 
upon life in PNG, playi ng a major part in 
bringing a gradual decline to age-old 
intertriba l suspicions and fi ghting, and 
setting the stage fo r a growi ng reconci li
ation and unity . Approxi mately 85 
percent of the three mi llion people 
identified themselves as Chr istians in 
the last census, even though only about 
half of the 700 triba l groups livi ng in the 
more than 10,000 vi llages were ex
posed to the so-ca lled modern world 
before World War II. 

When the new constitut ion was 
passed in 1975, the Preamble sa id , 
among other things: " We, the People of 
Papua New Gui nea . . . pledge our
se lves to guard and pass on to those who 
come after us . . our noble traditions 
and the Christian principles that are ours 
now." 

Of course, the " conversion" of the 
peop le involved a mixed bag of rea li
ties-there was not only a desire for 
salvation in the usual religious sense, 
but also the fascination w ith western 
values, technology, and power. But 

many feel that the church has become a 
ready veh icle fo r the " natural " Melane
sian spirituality, and that the Melane
sian Chri stian community has a vi tal 
contribution for the worldwide Chris
tian experience. (The area of Melanesia 
includes several nations, and extends 
from PNG eastward to Fiji .) 

Everything Is Related 

In the trad itional Melanesian world 
view, everything was related to every
thing else, and re ligion was the all-en
compassi ng frame of reference and 
gi ver of meaning. Papua New Guinean 
Chri stians reflect thi s strong integrated 
character of traditional re ligion . It has 
been said that a PNG atheist is a 
contradiction in terms. 

Ecclesiastica l bureaucrats fi nd them
se lves qui te uncomfortable in this situa-
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tion , where ordinary peop le insist on 
partic ipating in the formation and acting 
out of theo logy. A Roman Catholic 
Church Se lf Study from 1974 to 1976 
invo lved about one th ird of the mem
bership of that commun ion in study, 
reflect ion, and dia logue, and resu lted in 
the formation of a Nati onal Catholic 
Counc il. Th is body of lay persons which 
is now influential in church affairs freel y 
debates issues such as ordi nation of 
women clergy, celibacy of priests, and 
the authority of the bishops! A priest told 
me that since the Sel f Study and the 
National Catholic Cou nci l, the Roman 
Catholi c Church in PNG can never be 
the same. 

The "Pig of God" 

An emerging Melanesian theology is 
a very real thi ng, and a new vo lu me 
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entitled " Chri st in Melanesi a," pub
lished by the Melanesian Institute, 
contains contr ibutions that describe 
some of the directions that thi s is taking. 
In a lighter vein , there is one interest ing 
suggestion that in light of the part that 
pigs play in the traditional pig-killing 
festival s in certain areas, Chri st might 
even be seen by some tribes as the " Pi g 
of God" ! 

Outsiders are consistentl y amazed at 
the richness of the statements coming 
out of church conferences from a 
" beautifu I" people, not always, but 
often, scru ffy looking and barefooted: 
" Development is impress ing God 's 
image on the world " (Pacific Confer
ence of Churches Assembl y, 1976) ; 
" Our goal is salvation for all people, but 
not merely personal salvation, but al so 
salvation which affects structures and 
the public dimension of our societies" 
(Pacifique '77); " Television should not 
be introduced to Pac if ic countries 
which do not yet have it, because: it is 
very expensive; it entails a complex 
technology; it encourages a tendency 
towards individuali sm; it stunts the 
imagination; and it d irects think ing 
rather than allow ing room for response" 
(Pacifique ' 77). 

A National Seminar on Evangelism in 
1976, which involved virtually all of the 
churches in PNG except Seventh Day 
Adventi sts and Jehovah's Witnesses, is 
an interesting example of Melanesi an 
participation. In itiated and planned 
largely by missionaries, and conceived 
mainly to follow up the Lausanne 
Congress on Evangel ization with in
struction in techn iques and methods for 
soul-winning, the Seminar was forced 
by the Melanesian participants to deal 
with the deeper meanings of evange
lism, particularly as related to issues of 
Christian unity, relationships between 
traditional values and Chri stian experi
ence, and relationships between the 
" Good News " · and total , integral 
human development. 

Is the Church Growing? 

Is the church grow ing? In terms of 
numbers it is hard to know, due to lack 
of reliable stati stics . Total church mem
bership is probabl y growi ng l ittle more 
than the population as a w hole. In terms 
of Chri stian nurture, sel fhood of the 
national churches, and responsible in
volvement in the li fe of a nation , a 
resounding yes! 

Politicians in PNG are acutely awa re 
of the fact that the churches might we ll 
be closer to the people at the grassroots 
level than any other institution . During 
last year's national election, the ruling 

Pangu pol iti ca l party urged the coa lit ion 
government to ask the Melanesian 
Council of Churches to nominate a 
Member of Parl iament. Th is is a poss i
bi lity provided by a clau se in the new 
constitution which allows three nomi
nated members of Parl iament. Interest
ingly, the churches are not uni fo rml y 
enthusiasti c about th is fo rm of influ
ence, so it may not be rea lized. 

The " Yangpela Didiman" (Young 
Farmer) ru ra l youth movement started 
by The Lutheran Church in the New 
Guinea Highlands is an interesti ng 
example of church invo lvement in 
village li fe. 

A rural deve lopm ent handbook 
called Liklik Buk (Little Book), which 
contains a wealth of info rmation and 
" ph ilosophy" to support v ill age deve l
opment, publi shed by The Melanes ian 
Council of Churches, has sold over 
15,000 copies, more than any book 
ever publi shed in the country. (I t did 
start out as a little book, by the way, but 
the latest edition is a substantial work .) 
Liklik Buk is now used as a basic 
resource by nearl y every governmental 
and private agency working in rura l 
development. 

The Port Moresby Community Devel
opment Group, a pioneer in action and 
training in commun ity organ ization, 
was initiated by leadership of Un ited 
Church in PNG and The Solomon 
Islands. 

The major churches, through Wantok 
Publications, Inc ., produce Wantok 
(which means " one talk," or " fellow 
clansman"), a weekl y newspaper in 
Melanesian Pidgin; a popular Engli sh 
monthly magazine for young people 
called New Nation; and are just begin
ning a bi -monthly Engli sh issue-orient
ed newsletter aimed at professional s 
and leaders. This is a critica l ministry 
because the onl y regular newspaper, an 
Engli sh da ily, is publ ished by a busi ness 
firm . · 

United Methodist Ties 

United Methodi st ties w ith thi s fas
cinating situation are rel ati vel y recent. 
There is no longer a Methodist Church 
in PNG, as the Methodi sts, mainly of 
Australian and Briti sh traditions, have 
joined w ith Presbyterian and Congre
gational churches to form The United 
Church of Chri st in PNG and The 
Solomon Islands. Personnel and funds 
have been sent by United Methodists on 
a limited but cont inuing basis since 
about 1970. 

Some of the roles of United Methodist 
missionaries have been especially inter
esting in relation to church roles in 

Boy from Central Province in traditional 
costume. 

national development: A person to 
conduct w riters' workshops and assist in 
the production of literature through 
Kristen Pres; a liaison person between 
chu rch and government in rural devel
opmen t act iv ities ; leaders hip in a 
church-re lated teachers' college ; an 
educational program planner w ithin the 
government Ministry of Education . 

But the chu rches in the Pacific are not 
seeing the U.S.A. chu rches as partners 
simply in terms of sending money or 
missionaries. "If our overseas friends 
are to be true partners, sensit ive to the 
needs and aspirations of the Pacific 
people, they should be active in raising 
awareness in thei r own cou ntries; and 
in rais ing funds they should attempt to 
present a tru thful and dignified picture 
of countries overseas ... . In the long 
term it might be more important fo r 
them to direct a substantial proportion 
of their incomes to th is work (of creat ing 
awareness) in their own countries" 
(from Pacifique '77 Conference). 

It is critica lly important for us to 
real ize that some of the most formidable 
fo rces bei ng faced by Pacific Is landers 
are ones emanati ng from our own 
cou ntry, from our own aggressive politi
cal and economic system . The Pac ific 
peoples rea lize fu 11 we l I that they 
cannot confro nt these fo rces on military 
or economic grounds, but must do so 
from a moral posi tion based on human 
va lues. They must also rely to a great 
extent upon advocacy by their con
cerned and informed friends outside of 
the Pacific . How the non-Paci fic world 
relates to the Pacific wi 11 be a most 
revea ling commenta ry on its capaci ty 
fo r deali ng with human va lues and wi th 
creative, relevant Christian experience. 

• 
8 . David Wi ll iams was formerly a UM 
miss iona ry in Papua New Guinea. 
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Leading a band of Latter-day Sa ints 
through a rugged mountain pass in the 

summer of 184 7, Brigham Young 
looked down at the vast Salt Lake Valley 
below and proclaimed, " This is the 
place! " 

Thus was established for the Church 
of Jesus Christ of the Latter-day Saints 
(Mormons) the " New Zion ." 

A Tongan Congregation 
Comparisons to that Biblical land are 

not difficult to find . Numerous similari
ties exist in climate, geology, and in the 
industriousness of its inhabitants who 
have made the desert bloom like a rose. 
Even the river which connects a body of 
fresh water to the Great Salt Lake is 
appropriately called the Jordan River. 
Mormons commonly refer to those 
outside the faith as " gentiles. " 

Tom McAnally 

A 28-story office building of the 
church dominates the Salt Lake City 
skyline just as Mormon cu lture domi
nates the political, social and economic 
life of the state. With four million 
members and an annual income reput
ed to be as high as $1 billion, the church 
is the biggest, richest and strongest 
religious group ever born on U.S. soil. 

In this most unlikely setting United 
Methodists recently celebrated the es
tablishment of a Tongan congregation , 
an event which received scarce men
tion in the Salt Lake City media. 

The very presence of the South Pacific 
natives in the cold climes of Salt Lake 
City puzzles most outsiders. But a little 
investigation reveals some unusual his
tory and prompts the ironic conclusion 
that if it had not been for the Mormons 
there would be no Tongan United 
Methodist Church in Salt Lake City . 

Members and friends of the new Tongan congregation proceed from First UMC to the newly 
refurbished Tongan church building two miles away. 

How They Got There 

University to Tonga, wrote in her first 
missionary communique: " Our schools 
need everything, books, paper, pencils, 

Tonga, the "Friendly Islands", the teachi ng materials and equi pment of all 
"land where day begins" , is one of the kinds ... we must teach how to make 
smallest kingdoms on earth with only do with nothing. " 
259 square miles. Eighty percent of its The desperate need for educational 
88,500 inhabitants are Methodists, opportu nit ies provided the entry poi nt 
most belonging to the Free Wesleyan for Mormons to become active in the 
Church . is lands during the l 950's. They estab-

Just inside the Internationa l Date line, lished a schoo l and subsequently en-
Tonga is the first country in the world to couraged students to continue the ir 
observe the annual World Day of education in Utah . 
Prayer. The late Queen Salote who The Tongans, a gracious and polite 
reigned for 47 years prior to her death in people, are hesitant to criticize the 
1965 was an active Methodist as is her Mormon missionary efforts but some 
son King Taufa-ahau Tupou IV. During individuals respond to questions with 
her reign Tonga gained its indepen- reserved candor. 
dence from Britain and wiped out "We were told that if we would 
illiteracy. become Mormons, populate and want-

Dr. Marianna Bunger, a United Meth- ed to better ourselves they (the Mor-
odist educational missionary who re- mans) would get visas to Salt Lake City 
cently moved from Alaska Methodist for us," one Tongan exp lained . 
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Lure of Educat ion 

Some Tongans made the big move 
and became Mormons, according to 
Etuin i Ke lemeni , because of their urgent 
desire for education. " Education in 
Tonga means prestige, dignity and 
money," he said. Mr. Kelemeni , a 
visitor to Salt Lake City who decided to 
go into the United Methodist ministry 
while there, is now a student at Iliff 
Schoo l of Theology. 

Anauki Anau , lay leader of the 
Tongan congregation whose wife is a 
Mormon, estimates that approximately 
one third of the membership were once 
bapt ized Mormons. The continued mi
gration of friends and relatives si nee the 
fifties has developed a community of 
about 3,000 Tongans in Salt Lake City . 
There are only 5,000 United Methodists 
in Utah, half of them in Salt Lake City. 

Mr. Anau and others do not hide their 
hope that the former Methodist Tongans 



will return to the fai th of thei r home
land . Commenting in advance of an 
all -day celebration opening thei r new 
church facil ity, one Tongan high schoo l 
youth observed matter-of-factly , " Al l 
the Mormon Tongans are coming. They 
may become Method ists aga in . We wil l 
soon outgrow thi s church." 

" All " the Mormon Ton gans didn' t 
come, but many did . The church had an 
overflow crowd and more than 1 000 
persons were treated to an elegant 
Pol ynesian feast. And the Rev. Wil liam 
R. Obaugh, pastor, has no doubt that 
the congregation w ill indeed outgrow 
its new church home. 

The Rev . J. Thomas Bennanzar, a 
United Methodist min ister w ho serves 
as mi ss ion consultant for the Un ited 
Methodists , Presbyter ians and Di sc ipl es 
of Christ in Utah, said Ton gans are 
contacted by Mormon missionari es and 
promised educational opportunities if 
they become Mormon and come to 
Utah . 

Accord ing to Mr. Bennanzar, " w hen 
they get over here, they find that w hat 
they have been promised is not what 
they get. " He said many of the Tongans 
become disillusioned with Mormonism 
and return to their Methodi st heritage . 

Methodism in Tonga 

Methodism was brought to the South 
Pacific Islands of Tonga by the Briti sh 
and is today central to the culture. The 
flag of Tonga is red with a red cross in a 
w hite canton in the upper left hand 
corner. No one works, plays or trave ls 
on Sunday. Churches are full and there 
are many services on Sunday and during 
the week. 

The United Methodist Church has 
several connections w ith the Free Wes
leyans of Tonga . During 1977 the 
World Division of the Board of Global 
M inistries gave nearly $50,000 to the 
church , more than half of it going to 
Hango Agri culture College. The Divi 
sion is al so providing fi ve mi ss ionaries 
and theirfull support. In June of 1977 an 
earthquake which damaged buildings at 
Hango College prompted a $25,000 
contr ibution from the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. 

Desp ite rapid soci al changes i n 
Tonga and the dispersion of its inhabi 
tants to lands such as Utah , Mr. 
Kelemeni is not disturbed. " We are 
Tongans in America, not Tongans in 
Tonga. Preservi ng our heritage is not the 
point, but how hard we try to be in 
togetherness w ith various cultures . 11 ike 
my own culture in my own way but as 
my children grow up in the U .S. their 
culture will be di fferent. Our children 

The SO-voice Tongan choir and a Polynesian feast greeted an overflow crowd of more than 
1,000. 

may not take 100 percent of w hat we 
had in Tonga but we wi ll do our best to 
pass on our fa ith to them." 

The Church Comes First 

In their effo rts to convey that faith , the 
Tongans consider the commu nity of 
fa ith , the church, as essential and 
primary. " To the Tongans, the church is 
their home, the pride, and li fe, " M r. 
Kelemen i exc lai med. " It comes first. " 

Evidence of that priority came w hen 
the nearl y 200-member congregation 
took a dese rted and di lapidated ch urch 
building and completely refurb ished it 
w ithin a few short weeks. Most of the 
Tongans work at low-payi ng, unski l led 
jobs. How did they do so much with so 
little in such a short time? " God 
provides, " they rep lied. 

The dese rted Grace United Method ist 
Church fac ility was so ld to the congre
gation by the Rocky Mountain Annual 

Conference wi th assistance provided by 
the Board of Global Ministries and 
others. 

Being a minority group within a 
minority group of United Methodists in 
Salt Lake City does not overwhelm or 
intimidate the Tongans. They have 
already made an impress ive contribu
tion to the white majori ty within the 
church and the commun ity. Leaders of 
the Rocky Mountai n Annual Confer
ence, members at First Uni ted Method
ist Church where most of the Tongans 
first affiliated, and other ch urch offic ia ls 
are quick to poi nt out the contributions 
made by this relatively small band of 
people . The Tongans can now affirm 
with others in the Salt Lake Valley, " thi s 
is the place," their place. • 

Mr. McAnally is news director, Nashville 
office, United Methodist Communications. 
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LAOS Workshops 
For Development 

Mary J. Bowman 

" o matter how much I try to keep up 
on reading about world problems, as 
well as remain sensitized to life style 
issues and the struggles of poverty and 
prison conditions, I find I so easily 
become isolated-caught up in parish 
needs and parishioners' problems. I 
forget that the world is my parish and 
that we need to make the link between 
church and world. " 

The Rev. Susan Morrison, pastor of 
Emmanuel United Methodist Church in 
Beltsville, Maryland, commented on a 
common problem in the church and 
how the workshops of a group called 
LAOS (from the Greek for " laity") help 
meet that problem . Ms. Morrison, a 
member of the LAOS board, said the 
LAOS workshops " intrude on my life in 
a very creative and responsible way." 

Over the last year LAOS has held a 
dozen workshops for about 200 people 
and can point to concrete ways in which 
it has been instrumental in church 
development. The workshops have in
truded on the relatively comfortable 
lives of middle class church folks with 
the message that our neighbors, our 
brothers and sisters, are hungry and 

. homeless. The workshops help church 
people develop a wider view of their 
Christian responsibility, enrich their 
fellowship, and give them a sense of 
their power to act. 

Often, groups which spend a week
end or a week together in a workshop 
find new energy and group spirit that 
accompanies them as they go home. 
Out of this grows deepened personal 
relationships . LAOS encourages an in
ward journey of self-examination by 
often including liturgy and Bible study 
in its workshops . 

As a result of a workshop morning 
spent at Zaccheus Community Kitchen, 
a project of the Community for Creative 
Nonviolence in Washington, D.C., 
members of the Rockville Unitarian 
Church are staffing the soup kitchen 

every Tuesday morning-chopping 
vegetables, picking turkey from its 
bones, stirring huge pots of soup and 
tea, laying out trays of bread, and 
serving the meal to 150-300 peop le in 
one of D.C. 's most blighted neighbor
hoods. 

Because of their experience at the 
soup kitchen during a LAOS workshop, 
members of a newly merged United 
Methodist-United Church of Christ 
congregation in Washington, D.C. have 
enlisted congregational support for an
other project-winter night shelter for 
homeless people in the District. Volu n-
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teers help in preparing food and bring
ing people to the shelter. 

Often workshop participants say that 
in ladling up soup or sweating over 
renovation work in garbage-fl I led ghet
to buildings, they are receiving much 
more than they are giving. Participants 
are encouraged to let go of patronizing 
attitudes toward " the less fortunate" 
and to be open to lessons from those 
whom Jesus called " blessed ." 

As a follow up, LAOS sends articles, 
study guides and " action alerts" on 
legislative issues affecting the poor to 
people who have been in LAOS work
shops. In this way LAOS hopes to give 
major attention to the political and 
economic forces that stand in the way of 
justice, as well as meet the immediate 
needs of poor people. 

" The workshops remind me of the 
link between my community and the 
world community," says Ms. Morrison. 
" They remind me of our role in the 
brokenness throughout life, and chal
lenge me to do something about it. " • 

Mary Jo Bow man is a peace studies graduate 
of Manchester College, which is related to 
the Church of the Brethren, and is coordina
tor of workshops at LAOS. 

LAOS workshop leader 
Greg Brown outlines 
assumptions, above. 
Two workshop 
participants role play 
a peasant and a bureaucrat. 



LOANS HELP DEVELOP 
CHURCHES IN U.S. 

Ernest Swiggett 

The United Methodist Church , 
through the National Di vision and the 
United Methodist Development Fund , 
has a record $53 million on loan to over 
900 rural, small town and metropolitan 
churches for construction and renova
tion projects-building new sa nc
tuaries, educational units and fellow
ship hall s. 

This commitment of the Church to 
provide fina ncial resources which en
able local churches to perform their 
mission and ministry dates back to the 
beginning of the church . 

Five weeks after John Wesley's first 
sermon, he purchased land to build the 
first Methodist meetinghouse, and three 
days later laid the cornerstone. The debt 
for the construction of the church was 

would receive a donation or loan from 
the fund ." 

In 1895, 9,785 local churches re
ceived over $5 million in donations and 
loans. 

The first general loan fund was started 
with a $250,000 gift from a Methodist 
bishop and its goal was to raise $10 
million . One of the earliest plans for 
raising funds was initiated by Bishop 
Francis Asbury w ho asked each church 
member to contribute a penny a week to 
the general fund . 

Historicall y funds for the general 
church loan fund have been generated 
from gifts and bequests, not from 
apportionments. As loans were repaid, 
monies became available to assist other 
churches. In earlier years, the church 

'' Finding and providing 
financial resources is still 

a herculean task . . . ' ' 

assumed by Wesley. However on Feb
ruary 15, 1742, the first Methodist 
society was formed and given the 
charge of soliciting funds to pay off the 
debt. 

In 1864, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church voted to inaugurate the Church 
and Extension Society to " extend and 
establish the Methodist Christian influ
ence and power throughout the United 
States and territories in aiding wherever 
to secure suitable houses of worship and 
such other church property as may 
promote the general design." 

This Society was reorganized in 1872 
and named the Board of Church Exten
sion . At that ti me, the Board stated " no 
aid would be extended to a church 
costing more than $10,000, unless the 
church had consulted with the Board, or 
that no church costing over $20,000 

secured loans from commercial institu
tions. 

This type of financing proved to be 
difficu It however becau·se of fluctuating 
interest rates charged by banks. 

Following World War II this country 
experienced the great suburban explo
sion . From 1950 to 1957, over 800 
Methodist congregations were organ
ized . 

To secure additional funds to assist 
these new congregations, the (then) 
Division of National Missions created 
the Methodist Investment Fund . Invest
ments were solicited from Methodist 
agencies and individuals and the initial 
capital of $100,000 was contributed by 
the Division . 

The Evarrgelical United Brethren 
Church, faced with the same problem of 
available loan funds, established a 

similar loan fund where investments 
from members and agencies of the 
church assisted with loans for church 
construction. 

At the uniting of The Methodist 
Church and the Evange lical United 
Brethren Church, the Methodist Invest
ment Fund and the Evangelical United 
Brethren Investment Fund were merged 
into the United Methodist Deve lopment 
Fund (UMDF). 

The purpose of UMDF is to provide 
low-cost first mortgage loans to local 
churches for expansion. Its current 
interest rate is 8.5 percent. Since 1975 , 
over 200 local churches have received 
over $36 mil l ion in loans. 

The Fund issues certificates of partici
pation (by prospectus only for as I ittle as 
$100) with a current interest rate of 
seven percent, payable semi-annually . 
Investors are guaranteed that the interest 
rate wi 11 never be less than five percent. 

Investments are protected by capital 
reserves of $8,250,000 and the fund 
maintains $1 in capital reserves for each 
$9 invested . Over 3,600 individuals 
and over 800 Methodist agencies are 
investors in the Fund . 

To increase its loan capacity, UMDF, 
in 1978, launched a campaign to 
increase the number of investors and to 
become fully invested. Its goal is to 
increase its invested fu nds by $32 
million by 1980. Its current investments 
total over $36 million and it can issue 
certificates of participation up to $69 
million . 

Loan applications for both the Na
tional Division and UMDF loans are 
processed by the Office of Chu rch 
Extension of the Division 's Congrega
tional Development Program Unit. 

Loan applications must be certified 
by the local pastor, district superinten
dent and the annual conference board 
or agency responsible for church exten
sion programs. All loans are granted 
according to specified loan policies, 
procedures and priorities of the Nation
al Division. The Church Extension staff 
considers all loan applications and if 
they meet the guidelines as stated in the 
Discipline, they are referred to the 
Board of Directors of the National 
Division or to the Board of the United 
Methodist Development Fund . 

The church extension loan funds of 
the National Division have been em
ployed generally in missiona l projects, 
i.e., new congregation first units; eth
nic, language and missionary confer
ences; churches located in economic
ally depressed areas. Interest rates can 
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vary depending upon the circumstances 
of the church. 

In addition to providing financial 
resources, the Congregational Develop
ment Program Unit also offers a wide 
range of consultative services. The 
Office of Finance and Field Service, 25 
professional fund-raisers, assists local 
congregations in conducting steward
ship crusades or raising funds for their 
building projects and operating bud
gets . 

The Office of Architecture reviews all 
building designs and preliminary archi
tectural plans to see that they comply 
with the guidelines of the Church . The 
office also suggests ways to reduce 
building costs with "quality of con
struction ." Churches aided must con
sider their building programs as " tools 
for mission." 

The O ff ice of ew Church Develop
ment assists newly assigned pastors in 
organizing new congregations and also 
gives guidance and training in tech
niques of new church development. 

In keeping with the quadrennium 's 
Ethn ic Minority Local Church Missional 
Priority, Congregational Development 
Program Unit aids non-self-supporting 
congregations with building program 

conditional grants . These grants are 
based purely on need and are made 
only in mission situations . The Office of 
Architecture also provides these 
churches with architectural designs and 
planning services if local architects are 
unavailable or unaffordable . 

There is sti 11 a growing need and 
demand for the ch urch to supply 
financial resources to assist established 
congregatio ns, newly organized 
churches, and , in some cases, helping 
churches started in the 19505 to com
plete their " master plans ." 

" The high cost of construction , di 
minishing local resources and the tight 
money market force local churches to 
turn to the Church for financial re
sources," says George Williams, the 
Assistant Genera I Secretary of the Divi
sion 's Congregational Development 
Program Unit. 

" Also, as in the case of rural or town 
and country churches, whether white or 
ethnic , they sometimes don ' t have the 
political or economic power to secure 
local financing . This is especially the 
case with some ethnic churches whose 
facilities are in the need of desperate 
repair. They receive limited conference 
support. " 

''Warm,hurilan,and 
• wise ... 

"This is surely one of the best books ever written about raising children. " 
-MARJORIE H OLMES 

If I Were Starting 
My Family Again 
Foreword by Joyce Landorf 

Husbands and fathers-this could 
be the most important book you ever 
read! John M. Drescher is speaking to 
you, no matter what your age. His 
suggestions reach to the very core of 
committed parenting-simple ways to 
express love, instill discipline, 
er:icourage a sense of significance and 
security in children, and much more. 

Grounded in personal experience 
(Drescher has five children) and rooted 
in biblical principles, If I Were Starting 
My Family Again makes a great gift 
book. Illustrated with line drawings. 
Condensed in Guideposts. $4. 95 

the book publishing deportment of 
the united methodls1 publishing house 
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Practically all of the loans granted by 
the Di vision or UMDF were to churches 
who couldn't borrow locally, or where 
the interest rate was so high churches 
wouldn't have the financial freedom to 
concentrate on their ministry. 

According to Mr. Williams, finding 
and providing f inancial resources is still 
a herculean task and it demands pa rt
nersh ip of the annual conferences and 
districts with an assist from general 
church agencies in developing new 
strategies to get the job done . 

" Conferences and d istricts must de
velop their own plans with an assist 
from the Division , because realistically 
they understand the dynamics of their 
respective communities. 

" The focus of the church now is how 
it can continue to extend itself fi nancia l
ly and adhere to its mandate to advance 
the mission of the church." • 

Ernest Swiggett is a free-lance writer. 

v 
;BOOKS 

VISIONS OF GLORY, A History and a 
Memory of Jehovah's W itnesses, by Barbara 
Grizzuti Harrison. New York, 1978: Simon 
and Schuster, 413 pages, $12.95 . 

The recent surge of interest in cults has 
once again focused attention on the Jeho
vah 's Witnesses. Once definitely considered 
a cult, they have by now achieved a kind of 
cultural limbo-a bit more respectable but 
not quite yet a chu rch in popular eyes. 

It is difficult to say whether this book will 
fuel that interest or extinguish it. Ms. 
Harrison, a professional writer and a very 
good one, grew up as a Witness and sti II feels 
passionately about them. ot kindly-pas
sionately. 

What she has attempted here is rea lly two 
books . One is a scholarly history and 
assessment of the Witnesses as a movement. 
The second is an autobiographical account 
of her life in the Witnesses . 

She does both wel I but the trouble is that 
they are two different kinds of books. At best , 
they coexist uneasily and at worst , they 
actively fight each other. 

That is too bad because each of these 
books is well worth reading and ought to be 
of interest to all those interested in the 
American religious experience today. Those 
interested enough will persevere. 

A.J.M. 
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LETTERS 
VIETNAM'S RESOURCES 

The January issue of New World Outlook 
contains an article on the Commission on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Ser
vice. On page 31 there is a picture of a 
World Council of Churches' sponsored 
well-drilling and irrigation project near Ho 
Chi Minh City, Vietnam . It is amazing to me 
that New World Outlook is proud of WCC 
aid offered to Vietnam! This nation is 
expending much of its own strength in a 
military attack on neighboring Cambodia , 
and the wee is offering it assistance. 

When a nation such as Vietnam has the 
resources to finance a massive military 
offensive for the purpose of acquiring new 
terri tory, it shou ld drill its own wells and 
construct its own irrigation system . It is no 
surprise to me that the wee is being buffeted 
by great criti cism for its involvement in 
questionable projects . D issatisfaction with 
the wee will continue until it stops 
spending money to assist regimes such as the 
one in Vietnam. 

(Rev.) Mark Fenstermacher 
Elkhart, Indiana 

ON MINISTERIAL EXCHANGES 
I am wondering if a word of warning could 

be issued to the local church communities, 
who are sponsoring exchanges between 
American and English Methodist ministers. 

Last year one of the local ministers took 
part in this exchange program . I was anxious 
to hea r about his visit and to see the slides he 
took. But, to my horror, he did not talk about 
the church I grew up in. I know we must 
accept criticism from visitors, but he has 
taken such a one-sided view. Since that 
particular meeting was a woman's Circuit 
meeting-I did not feel I could take issue 
with him on the spot. After speaking to some 
others, I felt it would be better to contact him 
by telephone and present my feelings . One 
of the other mini ster's wives present made 
the comment, " Did you recognize your 
homela nd? I' l l bet you didn't. " 

I did call him up and talk to him, tell ing 
him that I felt he was biased . But, he said that 
others who had also been to the States fel t 
the same way. He was due to speak at my 
own church thi s past week and we agreed on 
a friendly discussion . He did change his 
attitude to the point to stress that he was only 
speaki ng about one area, and would give me 
the chance to speak afterwards. As it 
happened , there was little or no time left, but 
I did make the po int that he was a bit more 
fair than he had been at the previous 
meet ing. 

To my mind , he saw only what he wanted 
to see and came away with a warped view. 
For instance he stated that American Meth
odism has " no social gospel " , no knowl
edge of the " third world " -and has no 
commun ity spirit at all . He went to great 
length in his slides to present the worst side 
of racia l equality , presenting extremes on 
both sides. 

Fortunately, the fo lks in our church know 
me well by this time and have been 
interested in my views of what I st i 11 consider 
my home church-although I seldom get 
home now. Most of them realize that a 
visitor for a limited period cannot reall y 
know a situation , but it leaves a bad taste for 
some. I overheard one rather opinionated 
lady remark afterwards, " you must speak as 
you find. " 

To me, it seems that the host churches 
may be so anxious to present themse lves that 
they do not succeed in giving a well-round
ed picture of all the additional activities. 
Too, most of the exchanges are during the 
summer months, w hen some activities are 
cu rta iled. I plead with fellow Methodists 
across the Atlantic, to be more careful to give 
a complete picture so that English Metho
dism will not get the wrong idea. The 
American standard of living has someth ing 
to do with it, but they do not have the whole 
story. 

I assu re you I am not a crank. Before my 
marr iage I was a miss ionary in Singapore. 
Since then with my Army husba nd , I have 
moved about the world under the Union 
Jack. However, my roots are deep and I trust 
I have been able to be a " miss ionary" sti II 
wherever we have been stationed . Metho
dism means a great deal to me and I am 
deeply troubled to see this misrepresentation 
because of a one-sided view of d few visito rs. 
I trust that there is some way th is warning can 
be given. 

M rs. G . F. Molcher 
Leicester, England 

CORRECTION 
In " Changing Times, Changing Architec

ture" by Douglas R. Hoffman (February 
issue, p. 26) in the sentence " Solar and wind 
power, wh i le undependable, are inexhaust
ible and should be used to the ful lest 
extent," the phrase whi le undependable 
was added in edit ing and does not represent 
the author's viewpoint. We regret th is error . 

IF YOU MOVE . . .. 
Please be sure to send us directl y a 

change of address notice with both your 
old and new address. The Post Office 
charges us $.25 for each magazine 
delivered to an incorrect address. You 
can obtai n conven ient change of address 
cards at your local Post Office. 

Letters to theed itor shou Id be addressed to 
New World Outlook, Room 1328, 475 
Riverside Drive, New York, New York 
10027 

We Are Not Alone 
Affirmations of 
the Presence of God 
by Barry Bailey 
First United Methodist Church 
Fort Worth , Texas 

Down-to-earth, 
gospel-centered messages 
portray the values of living 
the full Christian life. Popular 
minister, Barry Bailey touches 
on the supportiveness of the 
Christian community during 
crisis, the lesson of 
forgiveness, what God is 
really like, and other timely 
subjects in these powerful 
sermons. He believes we can 
know the true nature of God 
by studying the Bible and the 
life of Christ. These messages 
support that belief. 
Challenging reading for laity 
and clergy alike! $6. 95 

at your cokesbury bookstore 

the book publishing department of 
the united methodist publishing house 
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'Hope for Life' - A New Film for OGHS 
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" HOPE FOR LIFE" 
IS NEW OCHS FILM 

" Suffering and death is a continuing 
experience in the lives of people in the 
Middle East today. The Middle East Council 
of Churches is trying to fulfi II a witness to the 
resurrected Lord through service to the 
refugees, to the poor, to the oppressed , to 
those whose human rights and civi I rights are 
violated." 

These are the words of Gabriel Habib, 
general secretary of the Middle East Counci I 
of Churches, who narrates the closing 
minutes of the stimulating new 16 mm film, 
" Hope for Life," released in January as the 
audiovisual resource for the 1979 One Great 
Hour of Sharing (OCHS). The One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering is on March 25 . 

Many people do have hope for a better life 
because of the many ministries of service 
and mission in this part of the world where 
Christianity had its beginning. Habib is one 
of 12 Middle East Christians who share their 
feelings and perceptions of their heritage 
and their future in the film's unscripted 
narration. 

With segments filmed in Egypt, Lebanon , 
the West Bank and Gaza , " Hope fo r Life" 
focuses on the many ministries of compas
sion being carried out in the Middle East 
among the poor and the victims of continu-

(UMC photo) 

ing confli ct through Church World Service 
(CWS) and the Middle East Council of 
Churches (M ECC). 

It also portrays the life and work of 
churches in the Middle East, some of which 
have existed si nce ea rl iest Christian times. It 
wi 11 increase the awareness of American 
viewers that there are 12 to 14 million 
Ch ristians li vi ng in many countries of thi s 
region . 

The connecting thread that weaves to
gether the film 's many scenes and locales is a 
spiritual one: the events of Hol y Week, 
including a foot washing service in a Coptic 
Orthodox church in Cairo, the sacrament of 
Holy Communion in a Greek Orthodox 
church and a Protestant hospital in Lebanon , 
and the Orthodox Holy Fire ceremony in the 
Holy Sepulcher in Old Jeru salem. 

" Hope for Life" was filmed in documenta
ry style by United Methodist Communica
tions (UMC) during April and May 1978, 
with CWS and 10 member denominations of 
the National Council of Churches (NCC) 
sharing production costs. It was produced 
for initial use as the recommended 1979 
OCHS audiovisual resource . It also will be 
used as a resource for the 1979-80 Interde
nominational Education for Mission Study 
theme: The Middle East Mosaic . 
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Religious News Service Photo 

The experience of Easter morning is 
etched on the face of the woman who was 
the first eyewitness to the Resurrection . 
Actress Tisa Farrow appears as the young 
Mary Magdalene in One Who Was There, a 
new motion picture produced by United 
Methodist Communica tions. Tisa 's mother, 
actress Maureen O 'Sullivan, plays the Mag
dalene as an old woman . 

MISSIONARY IN KOREA 
PLEADS HUMAN RIGHTS 

It is the Pentagon and the military-industri
al complex which are keeping the United 
States in South Korea, not primarily the 
cheap labor Korean workers furnish to 
multinational corporations , according to a 
United Methodist missionary in Korea . 

The Rev. Dr. Edward W. Poitras, who 
teaches church history at the Methodist 
Theological Seminary in Seoul , came to the 
U.S. in early January specifically to plead the 
cause of human rights with the Carter 
Administration . He predicted pressure to sell 
arms to South Korea will mount " now that 
arms contracts with Iran are threatened . 

" I don' t doubt the military threat posed by 
North Korea," he said . " But it is being used 
by both the South Korean and U.S. govern
ments as an excuse for all sorts of things." 

He quoted Henry Scott-Stokes, head of 
the New York Times' Tokyo bureau , as 
saying he had seen evidence the U.S . has 
300 nuclear warheads in South Korea ready 
to be used. 

Assessment of the relative military 
strength of North and South Korea always 
emphasizes the North has more tanks , Dr. 
Poitras stated . " But tanks would be of no use 
in the South because it is fil led with 
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mountains and rice paddies," he said. No 
mention is made of the nuclear weapons 
already on South Korean soil, he noted . 

" The threat of U.S. troop withdrawal has 
caused our military to shake in their boots," 
according to Dr. Poi tras , " because it threat
ens their hold on South Korea ." 

Sayi ng he spoke for " people in the human 
rights movement there concerned about 
U.S. policy in South Korea," Dr. Poi tras 
reported he talked w ith people in Vice 
President Mondale's office, the State De
partment's Korea Desk and the Administra
tion's Human Rights Office. 

He expressed concern about the inconsis
tency of the Carter Admin istration's pol icy in 
Korea. " President Carter has repeatedly 
reaffirmed hi s support for human rights," 
said Dr. Po itras. " But in Seoul we get a 
different message from the ambassador and 
the military. The clear message is that 
security and economic considerat ions come 
first. Human rights is a distant third in our 
policy goals in Korea. In effect, our govern
ment ends up encouraging, supporting and 
defending the government of Park Chung 
Hee." 

Accord ing to the United Methodist mis
sionary, high labor productivity is South 
Korea's contribution to the capitalist system 
wor ldwide. " Korea has moved beyond the 
si mple exploiting of cheap labor by the 
multinational s. But the basic structure is stil l 
the same." 

Because he has " the distinct fee ling that 
information from Korea to the State Depart
ment is not adequate," Dr. Poi tras said he 
told officials in Washington that in the 
December elections the government party 
made the worst showing si nce it came to 
power in 1971. President Park only stays in 
power by the use of force, he stated . 

" Both Washington and Seoul insist dicta
torship is requ ired to resist the threat of 
communi sm from the North," he continued . 
" Our position is that dictatorship not only is 
not necessary but is undesi rable . Dictator
ship is a fragi le system; the longer it goes on 
the more brittle it gets . 

" If you want a strong South Korea, you 
need one that is pro-democracy, pro-free
dom and pro-human rights," he contended. 

Unfortunately Prf:!s ident Park has des
troyed the institut ions that wou ld make fo r 
peaceful transi tion and the naming of a 
successor, he said. " That's why it is so 
important for us to find a structure that will 
provide for an alternati ve. The long-range 
problem is to rebuild all structures and 
thought patterns so there can be a return to 
democracy. " 

Asked what the U.S. could do to aid th is 
process, Dr. Poitras said he had suggested 
the following : 
* promote significant exchanges between 

Korean and American intel lectuals and 
opinion makers, to help mold publi c 
opinion in Korea; 

* help the democratic opposit ion in Korea 
to enhance its image; 

* find a more objective, structured way of 
analyzing the defense-economic relation-

ships between the two cou ntries; 
* strengthen the hand of the press in Korea 

so the American government's viewpoint 
is presented to Koreans. This would 
include getting com petent foreign jour
nalists stat ioned there. 
Dr. Poitras strongl y urged that President 

Carter not go to Korea this year. Despi te 
repeated denia ls, reports persist that such a 
trip is be ing planned , he said. 

Dr. Poitras and hi s wife , Gene I I, have 
been in Korea since 1953, where he was first 
a teacher and then did evangelistic and 
district mission work. Since 1966 he has 
been on the seminary staff, but also found 
time to w ri te and translate poetry and to 
contr ibute a column to Chosun /Ibo, one of 
Seoul 's o ldest and largest dailies. M rs. 
Poitras teaches social work at Ewha 
Woman 's University. (UMC) 

CHRISTIANS IN ETHIOPIA FACE 
ARREST, TORTURE AND MURDER 

A " cultural revolution" in Ethiopia is 
bringing arrest, torture and terror to Chris
ti ans there, according to information which 

has reached here recently from eye-wit
nesses to the anti-religion campaign. 

On the second, third , and fourth Sundays 
of December, numerous churches were 
looted and closed in southern and cent ral 
Eth iopia. 

A large number of Christians were impri
soned while attending church services. In 
the Shoa Province there were several reports 
of torture. In the Bale Prov ince the local 
peasa nt organizations were ordered to regis
ter all evangelical Ch ristians and give them 
15 days to renounce their faith or be 
executed. At least 40 people have already 
been condemned to die. 

The campaign is accompanied by daily 
propaganda on television, radio and in 
newspapers stressi ng the necessi ty of a 
cultu ral revolution. 

In the Gamu Gofa Province, all churches, 
inc luding the Eth iopian Orthodox churches, 
were c losed. Provincial Gove rn o r A l i 
Mossa, a member of the ruling Dirgue 
(military officers' committee) and responsi 
ble fo r the executions of several thousand 
people in various parts of the country, 

SHOW 
YOU 

CAREi 

You can be a partner with the 
United Methodist Church of 
Sierre Leone in its many ministries 
to children •A milk fund provides 
a continuing nutrition program 
for orphans and undernourished 
children •Immunization against 

measles brings protection against this dreaded childhood disease. 
•A day nursery school provides care for children of working 
mothers in Freetown . Send your gift today to buy milk 
and measles vaccine or to help the nursery school 
expand -to share God's love through this 
World Division program in Africa. 

---------------~ 007896-4 RA I 

NAME I 
Clip this coupon STREET ADDRESS I 

and mail with 
your check to : CITY STATE ZIP I 
World Division 

I Room 1439 CHURCH ANNUAL CONFERENCE I 
475 Rivers ide Dr ive 

The Un11ed Me1hod 1s1 Child Suppon Program is a oan ol the world wide ministry ol 
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If I Were Starting My Family Again 
John M. Drescher. Foreword by Joyce Landorf. Wise, 

homespun advice for building loving, committed family 
relationships based on biblical principles and rooted in God's 
love and guidance. Condensed in Guideposts. Line drawings.$4. 95 

The Grandmother's Book 
Joan Lowery Nixon. A very special book-it shares the joys 

grandmothers experience with their grandchildren and with God. 
Each chapter closes with a scripture quotation. Delightful 
photographs illustrate the text. A perfect gift for any 
grandmother, if it's for the first time or the tenth, or more. $5.95 

The Courage 
to Care 

Marilyn Brown Oden 
takes a sensitive, 
strengthening look at 
ourselves in the personal 
and family crises that beset 
us today. She calls for a 
new awareness of our 
dilemma and a new 
courage to face it with 
God's help. $5.95 

Living the New Life 
A Primer for New 

Christians 
Gavin Reid explains 

basic beliefs and practices 
of Protestantism with wit, 
insight, and simplicify. 
Excellent for all Christians 
who want to understand 
their faith. Paper, $4.50 the book publishing deportment 01 

the united methodist publishing house 

Cross and 

Flame Pendant 

$9.95 

Postpaid 
This beautiful Cross and Flame Pendant 

is handmade by a member of the Taos 
United Methodist Church . The cross is 
sterling silver and the flame copper. The 
entire pendant measures 1 in . tall and% in. 
wide. It is also available as a stickpin or tie 
tack at the same price. To order, send 
check or money order to : El Gringo 
Gallery, Box 2356, Taos, N.M . 87571. 

declared specifica lly that all Christians must 
be " annihilated" before the revolution in 
Ethiopia can be completed. 

Similar events are taki ng place in the Kafa 
Prov ince where church bu i ld ings have been 
converted into offices and pub lic assembly 
hal Is . Ch ristians there were forbidden to 
gather for prayer even in private homes . 
Many w ho have done so in spite of the ban 
have been imprisoned . 

SILENC ED SOUTH AF RICAN RELIGIOUS 
LEADER LIVES QU IETLY 

Or. C. F. Beye rs Naude, eminen t South 
African churchman, and his wife, Ilse, are 
shown in the garden of their home in 
Johannesburg. 

Or. Beyers Na ude, director of the banned 
Christian Institu te of Southern Africa, an 
ecumenical, anti-apartheid orga nization , 
has been under a government " banning" 
order since October 1977. 

Though si lenced by the government fo r 
campaigning against its racial laws, he 
continues to touch fellow whites of con
sc ience. 

O nce a moderator of the most powerful 
branch of the Dutch Reformed Church in 
South Africa, Or. Beyers Naude came to 
believe that the pro-apartheid stand of his 
Church could no longer be justified. 

He said so in a memorable sermon that 
cost him his pu lpit, his job, and his place of 
esteem in Afrikaner society. 
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The wave of perse utions seems to go 
against the program for the " National 
Democratic Revolut ion ," proclaimed by the 
dirgue in April of 1976. That proclamation 
stated , " There wil l not be any sort of 
discrimination among religions and sexes . 

o citizen wi 11 be accorded special privilege 
' in his or her political , economic and social 

undertaking on the basis of religion and 
sex. " 

But the new actions apparently negate this 
provision of the proclamation , as churches 
are closed and Christians imprisoned . The 
scope and intensity of the campaign indi
cates that it is being carried out with the tacit 
approval of the ruling military government, 
according to confidential sources . 

Torture, imprisonment and terror are not 
new factors of life in Ethiopia , but the 
campaign aimed specifically at believers has 
never been so fully mounted . the London
based human rights organization, Amnesty 
International , says that since 1974 a " con
sistent pattern of gross violations of funda
mental human rights" has developed in 
Ethiopia . 

Amnesty International said that the human 
rights situation " had improved in some 
respects ," but that " arrest and torture 

continue and there are stil l large numbers of 
political prisoners , whose conditions are not 
known to have improved ." 

About 40 percent of Ethiopia 's population 
of 27 mill ion is Christian-about 35 percent 
is Orthodox, and 5 percent is Protestant and 
Roman Catholic. Another 35 percent of the 
population is Muslim and about 25 percent 
are believers in indigenous animist religions . 
(RNS) 

NAGALAND TRIBAL RAIDERS 
KILL 50 ATTACKING ASSAM 

Tribal raiders from Nagaland , the only 
Indian state having a Christian majority , 
have massacred at least 50 people in recent 
attacks on 10 villages in the neighboring 
state of Assam . 

Officials in New Delh i said they believed 
that the raids were related to a longstanding 
demand by the Nagas that areas occupied by 
fellow tribesmen in Assam and other adja
cent areas be detached and added to 
Nagaland. 

Most of the . estimated 515 ,000 Nagas , 
who belong to a Mongolian strain , are 
Christians, as a resu It of long contact with 
American Protestant missionaries . 

Nagaland, in northeastern India on the 

ONE GREAT HOUR 
OF SHARING 

ONE WORLD• ONE FAMILY 
Our gifts to the Un ited Methodist Committee 
on Relief through On e Great Hour of Shar ing 
will reach out in Christ's name to our brothers 
and sisters of the human family who are in 
need of 0 food and blankets 0 housing and 
medicine 0 water, tools, seeds. 
Be generous with your OGHS gift. 

For more information and mater ials wri te : 
United Methodist Communications, 
1200 Davis St., Evanston, IL 60201 

MISSIONS-more than words- Subscribe now! 
The global perspectives of Christian mis
sion are presented with clarity and convic
tion. Articles, news, editorials, letters from 
overseas, book and film reviews, all help to 
interpret the present mission in the world 
and the world in mission. 

Eleven issues only $4.00 
O One year subscription to New World Outlook 

($4.00) 

8 Combination subscription with response ($7.00) 
Three year subscription special rate $10.00 
(Combination with response $20.00) 

Name·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
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Address-------------- --

City or Town State __ Zip Code --
Send to : 

Service Center, 7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 
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border wi th Burma, ha a number of tribes, 
which ha e trad itionally defied all authority 
but the ir own and ha e posed a particular 
problem in Ind ia fo r generations. 

agaland wa in the news in 1972 , when 
American Evangelist Bi lly Graham conduct
ed a three-da cru ade in Koh ima , the state 
capita l. 

Some 100,000 agas, wearing the cos
tumes of more than 14 tribes, lined the last 
three miles of the evangelist 's motorcade 
route into Koh ima, singing Christian hymns 
of welcome. 

A many as 80 ,000 agas attended Bible 
studies held on two mornings, and crowds 
estimated at " well over" 100,000 came to 
even ing serv ices each night. (R S) 

WITHDRAWAL OF NORTH ER N AREA 
PUZZLES EUROPEAN COUNCIL 

In a move which surprised fellow Method
i t and the Confere nce of Eu ropean 
Churches (CEC ), the United Methodis t 
Church (Northern Eu rope Area) announced 
that it was terminati ng its membership in the 
CEC as of Jan . 1, 1979. 

Some months after the announcement, 
CEC offices in Geneva still had not received 
word of the reasons for the action an
nounced by Bishop Ole Borgen of Stock
holm. The Northern Europe Area of the 
United Methodist Chu rch includes Method
ists in Sweden, Norway, Finland, and 
Denmark. 

o precise figures were availab le, but the 
number of Methodists in those areas is 
believed to total about 20,000 . 

Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, general 
secretary of the CEC, said here that he had 
written Bishop Borgen about the action, but 
had not received an answer. Dr. Williams 
said he did not believe that the reasons could 
be financial , since fi nancial contributions 
are not absolutely requi red for membership 
in the CEC, which includes 112 Chu rch 
bodies throughout Europe. 

Other European Methodists, part icula rl y 
those in the German Democratic Republic , 
were reportedly irritated by the decision . 

Contacted by Religious News Service, 
Bishop Bergen's office said no one there 
could provide additional information as to 
the reasons for the withdrawal. The Method
ist bishop was traveling in India until the end 
of January. 
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PRESTON-HOPKINSON CO. 
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Dr. Williams expressed " profou nd regret" 
at the decision to withdraw and said he 
hoped he would have an opportunity to 
discuss the matter further with Bishop 
Borgen . 

Churches sources who asked not to be 
identified suggested that Bishop Bergen 's 
own ecumenical attitudes were the underly
ing reason for the action. The bishop has 
expressed the view that " structural ecumen
ism is a dead horse," and sa id he favo rs 
cooperation among churches at the loca l 
level. 

The Northern Eu rope area of the United 
Methodist Church has been a member of the 
CEC since the ecumenical organization was 
formed in 1959. (RNS) 

JEWISH YOUTH HELD 
SUSCEPTIBLE TO CULTS 

A social worker spec ializi ng in work 
among fo rmer cu lt members told a B' nai 
B' rith meeting in West Hartfo rd, Conn., that 
Jewish youths are especia lly susceptible to 
cult recruitment. 

William Goldberg, director of social and 
rehabilitation services fo r Rockland County, 
N.Y. , said he esti mates that as many as 40 
percent of Unification Chu rch members and 
50 percent of Hare Krishna members are 
Jewish . 

He said his estimates are based on his 
counseli ng of cultists, and hi s work as head 
of the Freedom ofThought Foundation Trust, 
an anti-cult grou p. 

A high proport ion of Jewish students 
attend col lege, w here much of the cu lt 
rec ru itment is conducted , M r. Go ldberg 
said, addi ng that Jewish students are raised 
to be " liberal and free thi nkers," w ho feel 
obligated to consider unusua l po litical and 
theologica l ideas. 

Su bt le methods of persuasion tr ick stu
dents into joining such groups, M r. Gold
berg cha rged. " I believe strongly that any of 
us can be brai nwashed. " 

He described cul t members as " vi ctims," 
w ho joi n cults "because of their idea ls .. . 
they tend to be sweet, idealistic young 
people. " (RNS) 
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United Methodists-YOU 

Needs being met 
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In hospitals, schools, churches 

M inistr ies of love 
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The Apri l issue of New Worl d Outlook wil l be the 
Annual Report of the Board of Globa l Ministri es. 

In May New World Outlook w il l ca rry art ic les about 
energetic Un ited Method ist churches in Angola and 
Liberia and, at home, a pioneer development program 
for rural churches in Kansas. Also featured wi ll be a 
Burmese Christian leader, an Oregon church serving 
the elderly and their fami lies, an interfaith council 
w hich includes some of the so-called rel igious cults 
and a new miss ion effort usi ng sea water to grow 
crops. Another arti c le takes a new look at the David 
and Margaret Ch i ldren 's Home in Californ ia (pictured 
here). 
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Search for f o 111 1111utit y 
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BASIC RESOURCES ON CONTEMPORARY CHINA 

CHINA: SEARCH FOR COMMUNITY, by Raymond L. Whitehead and 
Rhea M. Whitehead . The authors give an historical perspecti ve and review of 

what has happened in the past half century . The book faces the fact of loss 
of individual freedom but reports that certa in basic human needs for fo od, 

shelter, clothing, medical care and employment are met more f ully t han in 
many Western lands. Why? The authors po int to an affirmation of human 

values and a deep search for commun ity. The book enables us t o see our own 
society more clearly in its strengths and weaknesses. $2.75 

SEARCHING FOR THE REAL CHINA: A GUIDE FOR CHRISTIANS, by 
David Ng. Provocat ive ideas, group procedures and session plans for youth 

and /or adult groups ; designed to help users grow in their understanding of 
their values and make best use of available resources on Ch ina. $2.25 

THROUGH THE MOONGATE, by Leonard and Carolyn Wolcott. For late 
elementary boys and girls, this anthology tells of the Ch ina t hat was, and the 

China that is today through stories, drawings, poems and music. $4 .00 

PANDAS IN THE PARK, by Audrey McKim. For early elementary boys and 
girls, this is an updated version of the earlier book-a pictu re visit w ith 
children in the People's Republ ic of Ch ina. $1.75 

THE GUIDE ON "CONTEMPORARY CHINA" FOR TEACHERS OF 
CHILDREN, by M. Agnes Peebl es and Leonard and Carolyn Wolcott. This is 
a dual guide for Through the Moongate and Pandas in the Park, offering 

teachers background information and creative ideas. $3.50 

CHINA LOOK : IDEALS OF LIFE IN POSTER ART. A set of six f ull-color 

art prints imported from the People's Republic of Ch ina picturing Chinese 
life. Useful for stimulating interest in the study and for discussion of Chinese 

and Western Val ues. $6.95 

MAP 'n' FACTS: CHINA. A three-color 25 x 35 inch map showi ng China and 

its relationship to surrounding nations, complete w ith sketches on the map 
and basic information on China including populat ion, ethnic grou ps, industry 

and agriculture. $1 .95 

AUDIOVISUALS 

CHINA TAKE THREE. A color filmstrip with 

cassette and guidance, giving impressions of China 
by recent visitors from a variety of backgrounds. 

ONCE UPON A HORSE. A rt fi lmstri p with rev ised 
script and cassette tape. Ch inese folk tales are 

featured, and the cassette also includes songs 
from old and new Ch ina. Kit , $12.95. (Those who 
already have the filmstr ip Once Upon A Horse may 
purchase cassette and gu idance materia l for $6.00 ) 

$12. 

CHINA SLIDE SET. 20 color slides including art 
title sl ide, showing contemporary China . Reading 
scr ipt is included. $6.00 

All materials listed may be ordered from Service Center, 7820 Reading Road , Cincinnati , Oh io 45237. 

The United Methodist Church 



A CALL FOR ENTRIES SPONSORED BY THE BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

Share YOUR CONCEPT OF WHAT GOD'S CHURCH CAN DO 

YOUR PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT & YOUR DISTINCTIVE EXPRESSION OF FAITH 

• receive 
Write, draw, photograph it creatively and 
the Board of Global Ministries will share 
this as it communicates to the nation. 

-Express your understanding of mission , 
its meaning and scope - the witness of 
a person , the work of a congregation or 
program, your own vision or testi
mony ... 

-Participate in this talent search for new 
perceptions about mission .. . 

-Encourage others to communicate mis
sion and unity through creative 
expression . .. 

A selection will be chosefl on the basis of 
a creative approach and the biblical 
understanding of what global or domestic 
mission means. 

------------------------- -- ---~ 

To: MISSIO N MEANS ..• 
Board of Global Ministries 
The Uni ted Methodist Church 
Room 1358 
4 7 5 Rive rside Drive 
New York, N.Y. 10027 

Name ..... . ........ .. .. . .... . 

Address . . . .. .. ... . .. . ... ... .. . 

Church .... . . ...... .. .... . . . . .. . 

Address ..... . .. .. .. . .. . ........ . 

Annual Confere nce .. . . . . ...... .. . . . . 

[ ] Poster [ ) Story I Article [ ) Pho tography 

ATTACH TO EN TRY 
[ ) Under 16 [ ] Over 16 

.... -- --- - - - -- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - _, 

RECOGNITION AS A PUBLISHED AUTHOR, ARTIST, OR PHOTOGRAPHER 

A NATIONAL/GLOBAL AUDIENCE FOR YOUR CONCEPT 

A committee will select the best individual 

or group entries in the categories of 

(A) Poster (B) Story or Article (C) Photo

graphy . 

A selection of Poster and Photo categories 
will be on exhibit at the National Convo
cation on Christian Mi ssion and the Fall 
1979 Board meeting, conferences and 
other events. A sel ection will be repro
duced in New World Outlook and response 
magazines. 

The standard rate for writers, photograph
ers and artists will be paid to those whose 
work is reproduced . 
Special recognition of those whose selec
tions are chosen, their Conferences and 
their churches will be given . 

Fill in the form and attach to your entry. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Every entry must be identified (name, 
address, church, conference, age category
under 16/over 16) . Attach form . (Duplicate 
for each entry .) 

POSTER The poster should include a slogan. 
Image size should be 20x28". All work 
should be mounted on poster or illustration 
board with a 3" border on top and sides and 
4" on bottom . Finished size with border is 
26x35" if vertical and 27x34" if horizontal. 

Any medium, such as oil, watercolor, poster 
paint, casein or acryl ic ; photos , photostats , 
montage or collage alone or in combination 
with art, is acceptabl e . 

STORY !ARTICLE Approximately 
words , typed double-spaced on 8%x11 
bond paper. 

PHOTOGRAPH 
black and white : 

minimum size-5x7" mounted on 
i I lustration board 

8x10" or larger, mounted 
up to 5 prints may be submitted (identi 

each) Do NOT send negatives (negativ 
may be requested on loan for select 
photos) 

color : color slides only 
up to 5 slides may be submitted 
each should have name and address 
mount 

RUL E S 
1. No Board of Global Ministries staff 

or directors are eligible. 
2. All entries must be postmarked no 

later than May 15 , 1979. 
3. All material becomes the property of 

the Board of Global Ministries. Publi
ca tion rights, exhibit use reserved. 

4. Any eligible person may enter any or 
all ca tegories. 

5. All entries must be clearly marked 
with name, address, age ca tegory, 
local church name, and annual 
conference. Entries by groups (local 
chu rch, church school class, United 
Methodist Men, United Methodist 
Women, and annual conferences) are 
acceptable and should be clearly 
identified as such. 

6. Recognition will be given at the 
National Co nvocation o n Christian 
Mission in each catego ry (under 16/ 
over 16) and recipients no tified. 


