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MISSION MERO 
News and Analysis of Developments In Christian Mission 

January, 1979 

u.s.--China Relations. · The normalization of relations between the United States 
and the People's Republic of China has been welcomed by Dr. Tracey K. Jones, Jr., 
BOGM's general secretary, and Dr. Edwin 0. Fisher, Jr., executive secretary for 
East Asia of the World Division of BOGM, as being consistent with the Board's 
position adopted in 1977. They noted that the statement called for recognition 
of the PRC and abrogation of the mutual security treaty with the Republic of 
China but also expressed "hope for a peaceful settlement of the Taiwan issue by 
respecting the human rights and self-determination of the people of Taiwan. " 
Dr. Jones, a former missionary in China, returned from a visit to Peking just 
before President Carter's announcement. 

Zaire. The southern Zaire town of Kolwezi, described as a "dead city" earlier 
this year when about 1,000 of its residents were killed during an invasion of 
former residents of the area (Shaba Province) from Angola, now has a very active 
church life. The Rev. Howard Brinton, the first UM Missionary assigned to 
Kolwezi and now a BOGM staff member, visited the area in late 1978 and reports . 
that pastors are more concerned with enlarging buildings to accommodate overflow 
congregations (1200 at each of two Sunday morning services at one church) than 
to repair bullet holes left over from the invasion. In Shaba Province as a 
whole, Brinton reports that some 80,000 refugees have returned from Angola and 
are dependent upon church and UN assistance. In Angola, the Methodist Church 
is supporting three pastors who work with Shaba refugees in that nation. 

Hunger Consultation. A national United Methodist Consultation on Food and Hunger 
in early December in Cincinnati urged the creation of long-term grant and revolv
ing loan funds for projects specifically designed "to eliminate the causes of 
hunger, both urban and rural, domestic and international". The 250 participants 
also urged giving support through technical -assistance and personnel to develop 
the agricultural potential in developi ng countries and more support for land 
reforms as well as short-term food aid. The consultation also urged continuation 
of the hunger missional priority. 

IFCO. The Interreligious Foundation for Corrmunity Organization (IFCO) wants to 
withdraw from the National Council of Churches, which it joined two years ago, 
apparently in protest over the firing of the Rev. Lucius Walker, Jr . as head of 
the Council's Division of Church and Society. Walker had been executive director 
of IFCO before assuming the Council post and he is expected to return to that 
position. The Council's Governing Board will have to approve the dissolut i on 



of the relationship with IFCO. The organization provides technical assistance to 
grass-roots community organizations serving ethnic minorities. 

Asian Americans. Operating in as many as five languages, 450 Asian American United 
Methodists had their first national Convocation in San Francisco in early December. 
They called for churches to teach English as a second language to new immigrants 
and to sponsor refugee families from Asian nations (several speakers said they 
had once been refugees themselves), to hire more Asian pastors and to encourage 
the employment of the increasing number of Asian women ministers. The major 
element of controversy concerned the acceptance of a Formosan caucus into the 
National Federation of Asian American United Methodists. Several Chinese parti
cipants objected, claiming that Formosans are really Chinese and belong in that 
caucus. At the end, the Chinese pledged to work with the Formosan group. 

Taiwan. On the eve of the Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan the church 
was censored by Taiwan's Department of Interior Affairs and delegates to the Assem
bly were offered the equivalent of $1,361 each by the Kuomintang Party if they 
defeated Dr. C. M. Kao, the Presbyterian Church's General Secretary, and if they 
also defeated a proposed human rights resolution. The delegates refused to be 
intimidated and re-elected Dr. Kao and passed the Declaration by large majorities. 
The Declaration was the third time in recent years that the Church Assembly has 
spoken out on human rights. About 160,000 persons, or one percent of the popula
tion, belongs to the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan. 

World Hunger. United Methodism's World Hunger Missional Priority has made an 
unusual allocation for one month only to help unemployed and underemployed artisans 
skilled in mat or rope making in four villages of India. The village projects 
are among 34 programs whose total funding comes to $463,779. Other programs in
clude emergency food distribution, advocacy for the poor, food co-ops, agricultural 
marketing pilot projects, a dairy project, and others. The United Presbyterian 
Church's Program Agency recently made allocations totalling $600,000 to many of 
the same types of programs, including the Dakota Resource Council, in North 
Dakota, to aid citizen participation in public policy issues regarding land for 
food production, a Community Food Preservation Center in Hudson, New York, for 
a pilot project in regional food self-sufficiency, and also for the Puerto Rico 
Industrial Mission. 

Iran. The United Presbyterian fraternal workers in Iran are all reported to be 
safe, according to the church's Program Agency in New York. The recent disturbances 
have forced the closing of schools and have hampered movement in the main cities. 

t<yodan. The 20th General Assembly of the United Church of Christ in Japan {Kyodan) 
in November selected as its moderator the Rev. Toda Isuke, pastor in Fushimi, and 
confinned as its general secretary, the Rev. John Nakajima. As has been true for 
10 years, the Tokyo and Osaka districts failed to send delegates because dissension 
between radical and conservative elements has prevented the holding of district 



assemblies. According to the Kyodan newsletter, polarization within the districts 
has worsened since the emergence a year ago of a caucus of evangelical churches 
set on ridding the church of radicals. The Kyodan has emphasized dialogue with 
all camps within the church . 

Belgium. On January 1 the three major Protestant churches in Belgium will unite 
to become the United Protestant Church of Belgium. One of the participants is 
the Protestant Church of Belgium which has united Methodist affiliation. The new 
church will consist of 110 congregations with over 35,000 members. 

Korea Arrests. The Rev. Park Hyung ~. pastor of First Presbyterian Church in 
Seoul, has been sentenced to five years in prison for violating a presidential 
decree forbidding criticism of the government. The Rev. Timothy Moon, Presbyterian 
theologian, who has been out on probation, has been ordered to serve the remaini ng 
three years of his five-year term. And the Rev. Cho Wha Soon, a Methodist leader 
of the Urban Industrial Mission, was re-arrested a we~after being cited by the 
North American Coalition for Human Rights in Korea for her "outstanding contribu
tion to the cause of human and women's rights in Korea. 11 

Korean Church . The fou r-year-old split among Korean Methodists officially ended 
in late October at the 13th General Conference of the church in Seoul. Compromises 
to end the rift between the Korean Methodist Church and the "renewal" group known 
as the Methodist Church of Korea included election of bishops by the three annual 
conferences and a renewal conference rather than by the general conference and 
for terms of two instead of four years. The newly elected bishops, all pastors, 
are Park Woo Hae, South Conference; Lee Kyung Jae, East Conference; Kim .§j_ Kil, 
Central Conference, and Kim Jae Hwang~ Renewal Conference. Former bishop Kim 
Chang Hee was named chairman of the church ' s legal holding body for all property . 

Deaths. Margaret Mead, the famed anthropologist and author, died in New York in 
November at the age of 76. An Episcopalian, she had been active in the World 
Council of Churches and the National Council of Churches .... Patrick Murphy, S. V. D. , 
died December 12 as a result of an auto accident in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, 
at the age of 52. Father Murphy was a key figure in South Pacific theological 
education and ecumenical affairs. At the time of his death, he was serving as 
secretary of the Commission on Church and Society of the Pacific Council of Churches 
.... John Owen Smith, retired bishop of the Atlanta Area of the United Methodist 
Chur~died Dec. 3 in Atlanta after a long illness at the age of 76 . A native 
of South Carolina, Bishop Smith served the Atlanta Area from his election in 1960 
until his retirement in 1972. 

Methodist-Lutheran Dialogue. U.S. Lutherans and United Methodists have decided to 
push for a consensus statement on baptism and its implications despite the pros pect 
of lack of agreement by the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod . One of the issues i n
volved is whether mutual recognition of membership would involve admission to 
Communion. 



South Africa. Pl ans to bring economic improvements to South Africans work.i ng 
for American corporations are "a cruel hoax and a charade", according to black 
South Africans attending the ninth African-American Conference in Khartoum, 
Sudan. Randolph Nugent, chief executive of BOGM's National Division, a parti
cipant, said the Africans insisted that until blacks have legal rights in South 
Africa, the situation of the masses will not change. Dr. Nugent said black 
South Africans also rejected Western appeals to sit down and discuss the situation 
with South Africa's new leaders. "That would be like inviting Hitler into your 
living room," he reported them as saying. 

Abortion. Final arguments in the case of McRae vs. Califano have been heard by 
a Federal judge in Brooklyn. The Women ' s Division and Planned Parenthood of 
New York are joint plaintiffs in the case which protests the cutoff of federal 
fundsto indigent women seeking medically necessary abortions. It is uncertai'n 
how soon a ruling will be made. 

India. The first meeting of the executive committee of the Joint Council of the 
Church of North India, the Church of South India and the Mar Thoma Church was 
held in October in Bangalore. A number of plans for unity between the churches 
were agreed upon including regional joint councils, a joint action program in 
the Rajasthan region, a letter from the presidents of the three churches to be 
read by all congregations and a prayer card for unity to be printed in all the 
major languages of India. Constitutions of the three churches will be studied 
before a name for the one church will be proposed. The Church of North India 
and the Church of South India grew out of church unions involving Anglican, 
Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian churches; the Mar Thoma Church is 
an ancient Indian church. The Methodist Church in Southern Asia, related to 
the UM Church, is not involved in the Council. 

Interfaith Dialogue. A conference exploring similarities between the thought of 
a modern German and a British philosopher and a major form of Buddhism was held 
in Claremont, California, in October. Labelled a "perspective on interfaith 
dialogue", the Conference dealt with Martin Heidegger, Alfred North Whitehead 
and Mahayana Buddhism. Sponsored by the Ecumenical and Interreligious Division 
of BUGM and the Claremont School of Theology's Center for Process Studies, 1the 
meeting was attended by 17 theologians and philosophers of religion from the 
U.S., Germany, Switzerland and Japan. 

Scripture . Nearly lL million copies of Scripture have been openly and legally 
circulated among people in Eastern Europe since World War II due largely to the 
efforts of the United Bible Societies. In Poland alone people have reportedly 
received over four million Scriptures. Bible Societies or councils exist in 
Poland, East Germany, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Yugoslavia, and Bible Houses, 
where Scriptures may be purchased, are located in Budapest, Belgrade and Warsaw. 
In addition many national church groups distribute the Word of God within their 
nations. According to the American Bible Society, Scripture distribution has 
increased recently and is responsible for the revitalization of many churches 
in Eastern Europe. Some trends note a large enrollment in Bible courses, a 
deepening spiritual life among believers, and an increase in church membership 
in a number of countries. 
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EDITORIALSCIJ 

The Perils of Religion 
The horrifying events at the People's 

Temple in Jonestown, Guyana, culminat
ing in the mass suicide and/or murder of 
911 persons have produced not only shock 
and revulsion but a veritable babble of 
comment and interpretation . In the .face of 
something so bewildering, it is only human 
nature to try to impose some rational ity on 
an event which seems so irrational. 

The results, by and large, have not been 
very illuminating. If we add to this 
confusion, it is not to explain it but 5imply 
to look at some of the religious dimensions 
that have not perhaps received the atten
tion they deserve. 

There have been many attempts (not 
always conscious) to deny that there was 
any religious dimension to the People's 
Temple. Not only have there been calls for 
legislation to allow government to define 
religion so that it can prevent such 
tragedies but even the widespread use of 
the word " cult" (in its sense of "any 
religion regarded as unorthodox or even 
spurious" ) is an attempt to distance the 
People's Temple and its adherents from 
" true" religion . Bi l ly Graham has gone so 
far as to blame the whole thing on the 
devil. 

We think that this is an evasion of the 
issue, an attempt to sanitize and domesti
cate religion. One does not have to search 
far in the history of religion to find 
examples of J. Lesslie Newbigin's warning 
that " 'The light' is not to be identified with 
the religious life of men; religion is in fact 
tdo often the sphere of darkness, Christian 
religion not excluded ." 

Nor is this to be wohdered at-religious 
commitment is ultimate commitment. If 
that commitment is mistaken or false, it is 
profoundly wrong. 

And often wrong for what seem Ii ke the 
right reasons. Dr. Graham's suggestion 
about the devil is valid only if we think of 
Lucifer as the fallen ahgel, the divine being 
who became infernal by oveheaching. The 
devil is never outside any of us, eveh the 
purest. To quote Bishop Newbigin again, 
" The most dark and terrible thing about 

human nature is our capacity to take the 
good gifts of God and make them into an 
instrument to cut ourselves off from God, 
to establish our independence from God." 

This is the hidden meaning of idolatry, 
the setting up of fal se gods. In an account 
(United Methodist Reporter, December 8, 
1978), United Methodist minister John V. 
Moore, whose two daughters and a grand
son died in Jonestown, describes this very 
well. 

But if idolatry in its most mal ignant form 
was evidenced in the People's Temple, it is 
certainly not confined there. It is no 
accident that warnings against idolatry is 
one of the dominant themes of the Bible . In 
humanity's perpetual attraction to and 
flight from God, the making of idols is one 
of our persistent devices. 

That is why a gracious God has given us 
the Holy Spirit, who is not only the 
Comforter but the Spirit of discernment. 
We have just lived through a period in 
which the working of God was claimed for 
many things, and that cla im was often 
u ncritica I ly accepted . Jonestown may 
stand as a terrible warning against that kind 
of simple idealism. But surely to flee into a 
frozen kind of cynicism and skepticism is 
equally to sin against the Holy Spirit. 

Religion is a dangerous commitment. 
How could it not be, and be ultimately 
serious? And yet we know who we can and 
must trust. In the words of the Letter of 
Jude : " Now to the One who can keep you 
from falling and set you in the presence of 
his glory, jubilant and above reproach, to 
the only God our savior, be glory and 
majesty, might and authority, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, before all time, now 
and for evermore." 

Perils of Religion, Part II 
The dark side of monotheism, it is often 

suggested, is its tendency to fanatic ism. 
Thus the world 's first monotheist ruler, the 
Egyptian Akhenaton , was known for his 
fanaticism in destroying the traditional 
gods of his land . At his death, the priests 

who did not favor the one god Aton took 
brutal and swift vengeance, wi ping out all 
the ruler had done and return ing the land to 
polytheism . 

We forget Chri stian fanatic ism at our 
peril but Christian ity has no monopoly on 
fanatici sm; many observers have noted the 
current rise of mil itancy and fundamental
ism in that other great worldwide mon
otheistic faith , Islam. In Malaysi a, Muslims 
were recentl y arrested and charged with 
destroying shrines in Hindu temples. In 
Pakistan, w here the Shariah , or ancient 
Islamic legal code, has been re inst ituted , 
there have been reports that Christians and 
other minorities w ill be put on separate 
voting rolls . Even in relatively l iberal Egypt 
there has been a noticeable sw ing back to 
conservatism among university students . 
Turkish conservatives are call ing for a 
return to traditional Islam. M inority reli
gions, such as the Eastern Orthodox, f ind 
their situation increasingly tenuous and 
critical . 

And of course the major area for the 
resurgence of militant Islam th is year has 
been Iran . It would, in fact, not be 
surprising if Time magazine's "Man of the 
Year" th is year should turn out to be the 
exiled Ayatollah Khomein i, under whose 
banner mil l ions have marched in Iran 
demanding the end of the Shah's regime . 
(In 1951 Time's " Man of the Year" was 
Mossadegh, who later succeeded in forc
ing the Shah out of Iran unti l he w as himself 
overthrown b y the American CIA). Is it a 
sign of the times that an uncompromising 
militant Musl im cleric shou ld play the role 
and receive the attention a Marxist did 
twenty seven years ago? 

Al I of thi s is far from the complete picture 
of Islam and its contributions. Islam does 
have in its sacred scriptures specific calls 
for toleration and respect for "the people of 
the Book." It is this strain in Islam wh ich 
well wi shers fo r re ligious peace must work 
to encourage. 

But, nonetheless, we cannot ignore th is 
rekindled mil itancy and fanaticism in the 
world 's second largest faith and to note 
that, in practice, it is likely to have negative 
consequences for religious mi norities . 
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m1ss1on . It is now an aim shared with 
churches in over 70 countries in which 
the United Methodist Church is at work. 
To look at evangelization in Africa , Asia 
and Latin America is to look at the.work 
of colleague churches and to celebrate 
the privilege of continuing with them 
the common task of calling all persons 
into the joy of new life in the Gospel . 

In September , 197 7, Seinosuke 
1 Oshio of the United Church of Christ in 

Japan brought a fraternal message to the 
Assembly of the Church in Korea . Let us 
not miss the sign of the Spirit as a 
Japanese is received in Christian fel
lowship by a former subjugated people . 

" When we look at the history of the 
Korean Church ," said Osh io, " we see a 
church that has held fast to its faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Redeemer, fervent 
in prayer and evangelism, while at the 
same time participating in history. We 
see a church bearing the suffering of the 
cross as it takes the agony of the people 
as its own agony ... , a church that has 
earned the trust of the people who come 
to the church with a lively hope. " This is 

Happenings in Latin America 

In 1975 , the Methodist Church of 
Brazil approved a plan entitled Friends 
in Mission to deepen the awareness and 
involvement of local churches in the 
growth and development of the church. 
Along the Trans-Amazon Highway, 
seven preaching points have been 
established with 60 members and 300 
more in attendance. Plans are under
way to add three chapels. 

The Argentine Evangelical Methodist 
Church has designated Bishop Emeritus 
Carlos T. Gattinoni as its evangelist-at
large. He will lead the church in 
experimenting in new ways of com
municating the Gospel . 

The Dominican Evangelical Church 
in the Dominican Republic has a 
comprehensive program to double 
church membership in the next three 
years. 

The Council of the Evangelical Meth
odist Churches in Latin America is 
reaching out in a new evangelistic thrust 

in Colombia . 
In the work of evangelization , the 

churches of Latin America are calling 
for missionaries of the United Methodist 
Church, but they are very careful to 
direct the work toward rooting the 
church in the soil of the Latin American 
c.ountries . Mortimer Arias , former Bish
op of the Evangelical Methodist Church 
of Bolivia, expressed this concern : 

" The Gospel is a seed. You plant the 
seed and you get the plant of Christian
ity . If you sow the seed in Rome, you 
have Roman Christianity . If you sow the 
seed in America, you have American 
Christianity. But when the missionaries 
came to our countries, they brought not 
only the seed of the Gospel , but the 
whole plant and the flower included . So 
what we have to do is break the flower 
pot, take out the seed and plant it in our 
own soil . We are looking for a Bolivian 
style of Christianity. " 

Evangelization in Asia 

The Korean Methodist Church has a 
program to increase membership from 
350,000 to a million , and the number of 
congregations from 1,700 to 5,000. The 
program culminates in 1984, the year of 
the church's centennial. 

The United Methodist Church of the 
Philippines has an evangelistic program 
concentrated on the Pan-Philippine 
Highway scheduled to traverse the 
country. The Church Renewal for Liber
ation and Development Program has 
been designed under the Rev . Lemerio 
Garibay, executive secretary of the 
church 's Board of Missions, to be 
assisted by a missionary couple of the 
World Division . Twenty-one churches 
in Luzon are involved in the first stage of 
the program, which will be conducted 
largely by lay persons . A report from the 
Bani area in Pangasinnan, near Manila , 
reads, "Bible study groups have been 
organized in surrounding barrios to 
meet the spiritual needs of members 
whose homes are far from the church . 
Evangelistic meetings have been con
ducted in these barrios . Young people 
have become active and have been 
helping in the evangelistic campaigns 
and Bible study groups." 

The United Methodist Church works 
with the Church of Christ in China, 
located in Hong Kong. The Church has 
not been growing in recent years, 
maintaining membership at about 22 ,-
000 persons. It plans to double that. A 
delegation of 51 pastors and lay persons 
recently visited the Presbyterian Church 



"E:\JANGE:LIZATION 
I~ ~Tl.LL AT 

THE: HE:ART 
OF Ml~~ION." 

Methodist congregation 
in Salvador, Brazil. 

in Taiwan to learn from that church 's 
successful " double the membersh ip" 
campaign . 

In Singapore, a youth revival has 
been growing since 1974. At the heart 
of this movement are study groups and 
ce ll s of you ng people searching fo r 
meaning fo r life and va lues w hich wi ll 
enab le them to stand aga inst the imper
sonality and growi ng materialism of the 
city-state island . 

In the Methodist Church of Southern 
Asia (India), evangeli sm is a priority in 
each of the 11 Annual Conferences . 
Noteworthy is the Dharur Jathra, " Pow
erhouse of Spiritual Strength," gather
ing w hich up to 15 ,000 persons attend 
annuall y. Sponsored by the Methodist 
Church of Southern Asia , South India 
Conference, thi s evangelical gathering 
is locally planned , coordinated and 
funded. A great bond of prayerful 
support goes out for this meeting from 
thousands who have come in con tact 
w ith it. 

Loui se Campbell , missionary of the 
World Division , describes a unique 
ministry with a nun and nurse of the 
Order of the Sisters of St. Joseph . Each 
yea r snake worshippers of the King 
Cobra make a pilgrimage to Dhup Garh 
(fortress of the sun), highest peak of the 
Satpura Mountains, during the season of 
Nag Panchmi. Loui se Campbell and the 
nun have erected a tent at the foot of 
Dhup Garh . It serves as fi rst aid station , 
dispensary and Christian book display . 
Hottea is kept ready. A Jeep is available 
to carry back to the towns the sick, 
infirmed or injured . Gospel tracts are 
available for those who care to read 
them and are able to read . Ms. Camp
bell once asked a man ju st back from the 

train w hy he had gone. His answer was 
to find God and peace. " Did you find 
them?" asked Ms. Campbell. The man 
shook his head sad ly. Ms. Campbell 
added, " We go to show that God is, that 
God cares, and that H is discip les ca re. 
In thi s caring, we are all partners." 

In Japan, the United Church of Christ , 
even w hile receiv ing over 90 mi ss ion
aries of the World Divis ion, has sent 
into world mission over 50 mission
aries . The World Division assists in the 
support of some of these persons. 

From Bouga inville, in Papua New 
Guinea , a pastor of the re lated United 
Church of Papua New Guinea and the 
Solomon Islands, writes that evangelism 
is spreading among the villages of the 
Siwai Circuit. The Moderator of the 
Church led a confirmation service in 
August for 300 persons. 

Thi s pastor and his wife have been 
appointed to prepare pastors and lay 
workers for evange lism and Christian 
Education in the entire region of North 
Solomon . " I am not capable of thi s," he 
writes , " but I tru st the help of God ." 

Growth in Africa 

Th e All Africa Conferenc e of 
Churches projects that by the year 2000 
there wi 11 be more Christians in Africa 
than in Europe and North America . 
Much of the growth is in indigenous 
Christian movements unrelated to the 
denominations fam iliar to the West. The 
Methodist Churches of Africa are part of 
this dynamic growth . A " new life" 
campaign is underway in Mozambique. 
Urban and rural evangelism is at the 
heart of the chu rch in Angola. The 
United Methodist Ch.urch of Zaire is 
reaching into new areas with programs 
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of evangelism and education . Chri stian 
growth each year exceeds the birth rate 
of the nation . 

The God Power evangeli sm program 
in Liberia, under national leadership, 
assisted by missionaries of the United 
Methodist Church , keeps faith with the 
parting words of Melville Cox, " that 
Africa not be lost. " Anthony Fadely, a 
United Methodist missionary, writes 
that the God Power Movement had its 
origin in the vision of a fresh outpouring 
of God's Spirit upon the churches of 
Liberia so that they would be em
powered for more effective witness and 
service for Jesus Christ in Liberia and 
throughout the world. Resource materi
als have been prepared, training mis
sions for pastors and lay persons are 
being held, tent evangelism is being 
conducted . 

In Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) the Method
ist Church is facing a major challenge . 
Forced to close most outlying rural 
hospitals, schools and churches, the 
cities and their surrounding townships 
are the center of the church's new 
outreach to people who have left the 
countryside. The parallel task of the 
Methodist Church in Zimbabwe is 
ministry to members searching to be 
faithful to the Gospel and faithful , at the 
same time, to the goal of a new soc iety. 

Interregional Evangelism Ministries 

The United Methodist Church , 
through the World Divi sion, supports 
ministries of evangelism which reach 
across Africa, Asia , Latin America and 
the Caribbean . Generally ecumenical 
in character, these include the World 
Council of Churches' Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism, direct
ed by the Rev. Emilio Castro, formerly 
leader of the Evangelical Methodist 
Church of Uruguay. 

The World Association of Christian 
Communications (WACC) continues 
the work of literacy and literature, 
broadcastingandfilm media. The Chris
tian Association for Radio and Audio 
Visual Services (CARAVS), supported 
by the WACC, has developed filmstrips, 
charts and creative dance for communi
cation of the Gospel from an Indian 
perspective. Its radio broadcasting 
reaches many areas where direct 
preaching of the Word is restricted by 
government. 

Youth launched a Tamil congregation 
in Bukit Rotan, Malaysia (top), and 
have boosted church growth and 
Christian book sales in Singapore 
(right). 



"€\JANGE:LIZATION INTE:GRATE:~ THE: 'NE:W CRE:ATION' 
WITH THE: ~TRUGGLE: ~OR A JU~T ~OCIE:TV." 

Japan ' s Multimedia Evangeli sm 
Project is a second example of work 
supported by the WACC. Christian 
communicator, Hiroshi Okada, writes 
that it is a contradiction for Japanese 
churches to set self-support as a goal 
when only one percent of 113 million 
people are Christian . To reach the vast 
unchurched population , the Multime
dia Evangelism Project emphasizes sur
vey and research , followed by lay 
training for evangelism, the strengthen
ing of local and regional church pro
grams, and cooperative broadcasting 
directed toward a m·edia-viewing and 
highly literate people. 

Associated in recent years more with 
student thought and action outside of 
the churches, the World Student Chris
tian Federation (WSCF) is turning today 
with renewed concentration to the 
meaning of responsible church mem
bership and ministry. 

Foundation Stones 

Three activities undergird the evan
gelization of churches and agencies in 
Asia, Africa, Europe, Latin America and 
the Caribbean . The first is Bible study. 
Bible study groups, using carefully 
prepared guides, strengthen the Evan
gelical Methodist Church in Uruguay. 
The God Power Movement in Liberia is 
rooted in workshops in which Bible 
study is central . The planning session 
for the Centennial Evangelism Program 
of the Korean Methodist Church began 
with scholarly Bible study led by a 
professor of Ewha University. 

The core of the matter is expressed in 
an editorial in the Journal of the World 
Association of Christian Communica
tions : 

"Perhaps the strongest media is that 
which is mentioned least, the Book. The 
Book, the Bible, and many subsequent 
books of Christian writers, have done 

Worshippers in Korea (right) and 
Angola (opposite page, top) have 
linked faith to political struggles. 

more to evangelize the world than all 
the other media put together. " 

The second foundation stone is lead
ership development. The Philippines 
program of Church Renewal for Libera
tion and Development has linked with a 
promising program called Theological 
Education by Extension (TEE). ' Support
ed by funds from the World Division, 
the TEE program takes training for 
leadership beyond the seminary class
rooms for college graduates. In the 
South Tarlac District of the Philippines 
United Methodist Church north of 
Manila, onlythreeof21 church workers 
are seminary graduates. The rest are TEE 
students, four of whom are women . 

Women's development centers in 
Seoul , Korea and the South Pacific 
Islands prepare women for leadership in 
the churches and societies of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America , including 
outreach in Christian witness . 

A third foundation stone, the relating 
of evangelism and development ,' is seen 
in the title of the evangelization pro
gram in the Philippines-Church Re
newal for Liberation and Development. 
For the churches of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America, evangelization is not a 
I ifti ng of persons out of the world in 
order to prepare their souls for eternal 
life in the world to come. It is, rather, the 
integrating of the gift of the " new 
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creation in Jesus Christ" with the 
struggle for a just community, society 
and national life . 

The recent Assembly of the United 
Evangelical Church of Ecuador at first 
discussed a Committee on Evangelism 
and another Committee on Social Ac
tion . A lay person said the two were so 
interrelated they should not be divided. 
Therefore, the church has a Christian 
Witness Committee which will be its 
outreach to the community through 
proclamation and service. 

A Treasure to Be Received 

Observing evangelization in the 
churches of Asia , Africa and Latin 
America brings one final insight. Col 
league churches overseas, once thought 
of as younger or daughter churches, are 
now raising questions about the church 
in the United States . " What does it 
mean to the U. S. church," leaders of 
the Evangelical Methodist Church in 
Uruguay recently asked a group from 
the World Division, " that you are linked 

with us in mission in Uruguay? Has it 
made any difference to the church in the 
United States? Do you seriously believe 
that we, the church in Uruguay, have 
any word for you at this time in the 
challenges and problems of your society 
and church?" This group from the 
United Methodist Church were pushed 
more profoundly than before to realize 
that the word of the Gospel-the good 
news-is a treasure to be received. We 
have known what it means to be givers. 
We have yet to learn sincerely and 
profoundly that the Word is to be 
received continually. Colleague 
churches of Asia , Africa and Latin 
America may in a critical moment help 
us in the United Methodist Church at 
home receive the Word of life anew for 
the rekindling of that " lively hope" 
which is the power of the Gospel for 
newness of I ife across the earth. • 

Dr. Germany is assistant general secre
tary, World Division, United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries. 



''The Church 
Like the Bread 

Will Rise'' 
Beverly Chain 

Inner City Baltimore Church Displays Vitality 

" Baking bread" read the five-line 
announcement in the Baltimore Eve
ning Sun 's weekend edition . " If you 
want to bake bread with company , the 
Mount Vernon Place United Methodist 
Church is having a community bread 
bake with experienced bakers . Public 
invited ." 

The event was scheduled for a 
Monday night in October; 15 bakers 
and half a dozen kibitzers showed up. It 
is not numbers that are important or 
even the event itself. It is rather a symbo l 
of the role thi s historic church is trying to 

serve in the inner c ity. 
Just about three yea rs ago Mount 

Vernon Pl ace Church was put on death 
notice by Ezra Earl Jones, at that time 
consultant for the National Division of 
Global Ministries. He had been ca lled 
in to prescribe for the church 's i lls and 
began by telling them " the church had 
less than eighteen months to li ve, unless 
... ," reca ll s Dr. Philip Edwards, who 
was in the congregation that night. 

The membership then as now was 
made up largely of women past the age 
of 70 . At least 80 percent of the 
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members are in that category, says the 
current pastor, the Rev. Kenneth Jones, 
a former mi ss ionary in Za ire , who 
accepted a ca ll to the church in June, 
1977 . Nevertheless, they resolved to 
stop living off their endowment, under
take a financial campaign and more 
im portantly reach out to the commun i
ty . 

First they had to find a pastor. 
Fourteen turned the appointment down 
before an Australian evangelist in the 
Baltimore area for study agreed to serve . 
The Rev . James Ca in promised on ly 18 
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months so the future was still very much 
in doubt when he left in December, 
1976. Meanwhile, he had established 
Baltimore-CONTACT, a crisis ca ll -i n 
center as one means of servi ng the 
community . It currently responds to 
some 2,000 ca lls each month . 

Mount Vernon Place Church has long 
had a prominent place in the affec ti'on of 
persons in the Baltimore area. Estab
lished on its present site in 1870, it is the 
center of cultural and histori c Balti 
more. The landmark Washington mon
ument is adjacent to the church steps. It 
is surrounded by elegant old brown
stones; some house clubs, others have 
been turned into apartments. Across the 
Mount Vernon Place mall is the Pea
body Institute of Music and a few steps 
away the Walters Art Gallery. 

The church is identified with Bi shop 
Francis Asbury. A stone slab from his 
tomb in the narthex tells of a merger in 
1926 with the old Eutaw Street Church 
where Asbury preached and had been 
buried . A metal plaque on the outside 
wall states that Frahcis Scott Key died in 
a house that once occupied thi s si te . 

Many persons of note occupied the 
pulpit or spoke to the elite of Baltimore 
gathered there . Among them was Helen 
Keller, sponsored by the Woman's Club 
of Baltimore and the American Founda
tion for the Blind . During both World 
War I and World Wa~ II the church 
provided bed and breakfast every Sun
day night for 90 to WO servicemen . 
Narrow cots, reserved until 2 a.m . for 
any soldier who called, were crammed 
into the hall below the sanctuary. 
Women of the church cooked breakfast 
and sponsored a dance. From al I over 
the country men on their way to or from 
Fort Meade signed the guest regi ster and 
perhaps experienced so mething of 
Chri st's love. 

" A church in love with the city" is the 
motto at Mount Vernon Place. It has 
now, in its time of decline and uncer
tainty, to prove it all over aga in . At the 
moment it is receiving more funds from 
the conference than it is gi vi ng back in 
World Service, a situation the Rev . Mr. 
Jones hopes to correct very soon. 
Designated by the district cabinet as a 
recipient of the mi ss ional priority on 
Evangeli sm, the church began to benefi t 
from people as well as funds. 

Using the Circuit Rider newspaper 
I ist, the staff mailed fl yers to every 
church in the district cha I lengi ng groups 
and individuals to help in the renewa l of 
Mount Vernon Place United Methodi st 
Church, by lending their time and talent 
for a one-yea r period. 

"We wanted to build a sense of 
community within the church and 
beyond," says Edlea Jones, wife of the 
pastor. 

" It's not a new concept," Mr. Jones 
explained. " My wife and I served as 
'N-1 s' in the Washington area seven
teen yea rs ago." An N-1 was the 
designation given to a vo lunteer w ho 
contributed time, tithe and presence to 
a church in need of mission help. 

From Northwood-Appold, ldlewy lde 
and Bel Air United Methodist chu rches 
came groups to help in a va riety of ways . 
Cleaning, painting, w hite elep hant 
sa les to raise funds, but more impor
tantl y attending worship, teaching in 
the church school and offering Bible 
study. 
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''A church in love 
with the city'' 

is the motto 
of Mount Vernon 

Place Church. 

Martha Ross (below, left) has been 
described as the church's "secret 
weapon" for her tireless work in 

visiting parishioners. 

"We were thrilled by the help we 
received ," said Edlea Jones, wife of the
pastor. " We wanted to build a sense of 
community within the church and 
beyond . The youth and others who 
came started us on this path ." 

The church's prob lem is to serve the 
community in which it finds itself and at 
the same ti me try to attract young 
families who will build for the future. 
One group the church would like to win 
is Baltimore's new " Homesteaders. " 
These are most ly young professional 
people who have purchased for $1 
houses in the blighted central city and 
are renovating them . The third Thursday 
of each month the church holds sem i
nars w here homesteade~s learn from 

professionals and each other where to 
find materials and how to install glass. 

The restoration of Asbury House, the 
1 SO-year-old parsonage, has been an
other attraction . Completed just a year 
ago, it was featured in the Baltimore 
Sunday Sun, and is an occasional stop 
on the " Insomniac Tour" of the city 
which arrives at the parsonage in the 
middle of the night. " I don' t mind 
getting up at 4 :30 a.m. or staying up 
until 3 a.m. and keeping the bed made if 
it will make a friend for the church," 
grins its silver-haired pastor and he 
means it. 

A weekly Sunday morning radio 
program featuring the Mount Vernon 
Place Singers, announcement of com-
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munity activities and a brief message by 
Mr. Jones stress the warm welcome that 
awaits any who come to the church . 
Between 200 and 300 persons are 
worshiping at Mount Vernon P.lace 
now. Many are in their 70's but looking 
around one can also see a good number 
of young adults. Most are still visitors , 
although several families have joined 
the church . Sixty-eight new members 
have been added to the church roll in 
the past eighteen months, attendance is 
up 80 percent and giving is up by 36 
percent, the pastor reports. 

The church has purchased a 15-
passenger van and now takes senior 
citizens on monthly sightseeing or 
shopping excursions. A young U.S.2 
was employed by the church last August 
and has started a study group. He also 
has plans for a coffee house and a 
Reader's Theater group which he hopes 
will be inter-generational. 

On the second Sunday evening of 
each month a pop-rock group cal led the 
NOW/FAITH attracts attendance from 
the entire Baltimore area to the Mount 
Vernon Place Church . Pastors from 
neighboring churches bring van loads of 
youth and many others find their ow n 
way . 

A weekly parish paper, The Renewal, 
with Mount Vernon's news on Page 
One, the conference page on the back 
and United Methodist Reporter features 
in the center is distributed at the church 
and in neighboring apartment houses . 

Again, the effort is to let people know 
that something important is happening 
at Mount Vernon Place Church and that 
they are welcome. 

With all this activity when does the 
shepherding work get done? The pas-

CONTACT 

Contact-Baltimore was established 
in June, 1975 . More than 250 volun
teers have been trained and given a 
minimum of eight hours a month 
taking calls from battered women, 
would-be suicides or families having 
problems with alcoholism. It pro
vides referrals or a listening ear to 
persons lonely or in need . It is also 
one of the 75 centers across the 
country which provides teletype ser
vices for the deaf. In addition to 
telephone duty volunteers help in 
fund raising . 

tor's secret weapon is an energetic 
dynamo named Martha Ross. Widow of 
a United Methodist pastor and a tireless 
worker for United Methodist women, 
the Baltimore conference and projects 
such as the Business Girl 's lodge, Mrs . 
Ross devotes three days each week to 
visiting the sick, calling on persons who 
are lonely or in need, or anyone she 
hasn't seen for awhile . " There isn' t a 
person in this church who hasn' t been 
visited by Martha and more than once," 
Mr. Jones declares. 

A symphony orchestra practices at 
the church on Saturdays; Peabody 
students take lessons on the organ ; 
Alcoholics Anonymous meets every 
Thursday, and the baking of bread 
continues every Monday night. It is a 
symbol. "The church like the bread will 
rise," says the pastor. " Hope for the 
future is rampant," smiles a member of 
the congregation. • 

Dr. Chain is assistant general secretary, 
Education and Cultivation Division, UM 
Board of Global Ministries. 

Rev. Kenneth Jones, 
pastor and former 
missionary in Zaire, is 
leading the church in 
its turnaround. 



Dorothy Rickard 

What do missionaries do after their 
retirement from active servi ce? 

" Continue doing mi ss ionary work 
wherever they are," comes the word 
from two retired medical missionaries 
who have put in nine years as among the 
first western doctors admitted to the 
Kingdom of Nepal. 

They are Ors . Edgar and Elizabeth 
Miller, now residents of Liverpool , 
Pennsylvania. Although in their mid
seventies and somewhat hampered by 
Dr. Elizabeth ' s arthritis and Dr. Edgar's 
deafness, they make a team of fascinat
ing speakers . Gratuities they receive are 
sent to the Campus for Nurses, Shanta 
Bhawan Hospital , Kathmandu, Nepal , 
where the Millers served. 

Both Ors . Miller had a life-long 
longing for service in the mi.ssion field . 
Dr. Elizabeth recalls, when she was just 
nine, her mother, wife of a Methodist 
minister, took her to hear a missionary. 
Pointing her finger at the audience, the 
missionary said , "I want you ... and 
you .. . and you to serve our Lord in 
India." 

To little Betty the missionary had 
stabbed her finger at her heart and there 
was never any doubt from then on as to 
Betty's chosen field. 

After completing their medical de
grees, the Ors. Miller presented them
selves to the Methodist Board of Mis
sions for assignment. The year was 
1930, the beginning of the Depression . 
The Board had little money to finance 
new missionaries, and when it was 
discovered the Millers owed $5,000 on 
their educations, the advice was : "Go 
into private practice and pay off your 
debt. You can never pay it off on a 

- missionary's salary." 
It was a bitter pi II for the Mi lie rs to 

swallow, but they packed their dreams 
away and faced the reality of making a 
place for themselves in their own 
country . 

The place they found was Wilming
ton , Delaware, where Dr. Edgar be
came a heart specialist and president of 
the Delaware Academy of Medicine. 
Dr. Elizabeth, a pediatrician , had a 
flourishing practice and derived a great 
satisfaction from teaching the women's 
Sunday school class at the Richardson 
Park Methodist Church , next door to 
their handsome cut-stone house. 

Then , when they had reached their 
mid-fifties, when most doctors are 
starting to look forward to their retire
ment, a bombshell burst in their home 
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MISSIONARY 
MEDICAL COUPLE 

NEVER RETIRES 
in the persons of Ors. Robert and Bethel 
Fleming. Dr. Bethel had been a school
mate of Dr. Elizabeth 's at the Women's 
Medical College, Phifadelphia. 

When the Flemings.arrived they were 
fu II of the story of their previous two 
years in Nepal. Dr. Robert, an ornithol
ogist, had first entered the kingdom of 
the Himalayas in 1950 to study birds. In 
1952 an invitation came to Dr. Bethel to 
do roadside medical work while her 
husband pursued birds. 

She went and was met by four 
hundred women seeking medical aid . 
At first she thought it was an uprising. 
She learned that in Nepal there were 
two classes of people : the very rich and 
the very poor. The rich patronized the 
few Nepali doctors but went to India for 
major medical or surgical work . The 
poor took care of themselves as best 
they could, and when that failed the 

alternative was suffering and death. 
In January, 1954, under Dr. Bethel 

Fleming, the United Christian Medical 
Mission opened its dispensary to people 
of all religions whether Buddhist, 
Hindu or Christian . Now she had been 
offered the old palace, Shanta Bhawan, 
for a hospital. 

Then came the challenge : "Won' t 
you come to Nepal to help me take care 
of these people?" Dr. Bethel asked the 
Millers . 

Ors. Edgar and Elizabeth looked at 
each other. It was a dream come true . 
But had it come too late? What would 
they do with their own practices? Their 
family? All they had worked for? 

One morning in February, 1955 Dr. 
Edgar came down to breakfast and said 
to Dr. Elizabeth, " I think we should go 
to Nepal with Robert and Bethel. " 

"Do you really mean that?" Dr. 
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Elizabeth asked unbelievingly. 
" Yes, I do," he replied . 

· " That' s what I've been thinking too," 
Dr. Elizabeth said . "We' ll go." 

Dr. Bethel 's tales of the needs of the 
people of Nepal proved more than true. 
The Millers found use for every ounce of 
the two tons of luggage they had 
shipped-and more . . 

" I was almost glad when I got a run in 
my nylons, because that meant one to 
have on hand for a stockinette to slide 
over a broken arm that must have a cast 
applied," Dr. Elizabeth said. 

Shortly they saw that their great need , 
if they were to develop further, was for 
more trained nurses. So they set about 
establishing a school which graduated 
its first five student nurses in 1961 . It is 
the Campus for Nurses, Shanta Bhawan 
Hospital. 

Nine years after they had gone to 
Nepal , with many memories of strange 
and wonderful things behind them , Dr. 
Edgar was called to examine the Queen 
Mother. He realized he couldn ' t hear 
her heart beat and had to rely on 
palpitating her wrist. He mentioned this 
to his wife. 

Shortly afterwards a specialist in 
neurology came to one of Dr . Edgar's 
clinics in Shanta Bhawan. He intro
duced himself and Dr. Edgar gave him a 
hearty, " Glad to know you. I have two 
or three cases I'd like to consult you 
about. " 

" No," said the doctor gently, " It's 
you I've come to examine. " 

Completing his examination, he said , 
" I'm sorry to have to tell you , but in the 
interests of your own health, you must 
return to the United States as soon as it 
can be arranged ." 

Sadly the Ors . Miller followed the 
doctor's advice and returned to their 
cottage on the Susquehanna River at 
Liverpool , Pennsylvania . Dr. Edgar's 

ear problem responded to treatment, as 
here, in their retirement home, they had 
time to look after themselves instead of 
others . 

But within six months they heard 
another call-to Haiti . Deciding to 
"stretch their medical wings a bit to see 
if they would still work," as Dr. 
Elizabeth put it, they offered their 
services to a new rural hospital for a 
period of three months. Almost by 
return mail they had the reply they 
hoped for, "We need you. " 

Once more they packed their be
longings, closed their comfortable cot
tage amid the trees, and set off to help 
people in need of medica l attention . 

They started their service on January 
1, 1967, carrying a full schedule in a 
hospital jammed to the doors each day. 
Clinic started at 7:30 a.m. and contin
ued until 8 or 9 p.m . It usuall y took 
another hour to scan reports and check 
x-rays . 

Again they undertook to learn a 
language , this time Creole-part 
French, part-African-the language of 
the Haitians. 

The Millers found in Haiti all the 
diseases they had come to know so well 
in Nepal : tuberculosis, tetanus , terrible 
anemia, malnutrition (much worse than 
in Nepal ) and leprosy (not so prevalent 
as in Nepal). 

One of the cases which established 
Dr. Edgar' s reputation as a cardiologist 
occurred when a boy showed up with 
pericarditis (fluid around the heart). Dr. 
Edgar, taking his courage in his hands, 
tapped the boy's heart four times and 
drained out the excess fluid . It was a first 
for the hospital in the Haitian hills . 

Back in his own field , Dr. Edgar 
treated patients with decompensated 
hearts by giving massive doses of 
digitalis intravenously. Sometimes this 
resulted in a dramatic recovery . 

Dr. Elizabeth (below) and Dr. Edgar Miller (opposite page) shown at work in Nepal. 
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Toward the end of their three month 
assignments both of the Millers became 
bone weary . Dr. Edgar's ear trouble 
flared up again. And Dr. Elizabeth 
would frequently awaken in the morn
ing to find she had fallen ,asleep fu l ly 
clothed the night before . 

Despite all this, Dr. Elizabeth said , 
" Our steps are dragging, but our heart 
strings are being pul led . We just don' t 
want to leave this dear place." 

They returned to their cottage in the 
trees in Apri I, just as the tu Ii ps were 
opening their buds to a warming sun, 
and the birds were busy with the age-old 
process of nest building. 

In their hearts there was the unspoken 
fear that they had concluded their active 
life as missionaries . But in September, 
with the hurricane season in full blow, 
Dr. Elizabeth received yet another call 
from a mission hospita l in Port de Pai x, 
Haiti . Would she come? 

Not stopping to consider hurricanes, 
Dr. Elizabeth packed a few essentials, 
flew to Haiti and assumed her share of 
the burden being carried by the hospital 
staff. 

One day she went to a distant village 
with some nurses to give a thousand 
children shots for diptheria, whooping 
cough and tetanus . While there a young 
man brought in his pregnant wife and 
asked that she be taken to the hospita l to 
have her baby. 

Dr. Elizabeth didn' t think this neces
sary but the young man insisted . So the 
party left with the wife lying on the floor 
of the auto . None of the staff had eaten 
anything since morning and the wife 
seemed quiet, so about 3: 30 in the 
afternoon, they pulled in to picni c in an 
almond grove by the sea. 

At that moment the wife went into 
labor, and the picnic, wh ich started out 
with six persons, ended with seven 
present. The new mother wanted to 
name her baby boy for Dr . Elizabeth, 
but she refused the honor. 

" What is your husband 's name?" was 
the next question asked by the Haitian 
mother. 

That's how an Edgar Mi ller happens 
to be a citizen of Haiti . 

From all her experience working with 
people around the world , Dr. Elizabeth 
has learned, " People are the same 
everywhere. Their mode of dress is truly 
dissimilar . Their customs, and even 
their color varies, but at heart we are all 
alike . God holds the world in his 
hands." • 

Dorothy Nickard is a free lance writer 
from Philipsburg, Pennsylvania. 
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Despite the critics and the problems, 
the last 15 years of the ecumenical 

movement have been marked by multi
ple successes. Dialogues covering a 
wide range of difficult theological 
problems have brought together almost 
every Christian denomination and pro
duced remarkable theological consen
sus . Numerous councils of churches 
have been formed, and interdenomina
tional clergy associations have been 
established. Moreover, joint programs 
of social concern such as SODEPAX on 
the international level and CADEC 
(Christian Acti on for Development in 
the Carfbbean) at the local level are truly 
giving witness to this year's theme for 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity : 
" Serve One Another to the Glory of 
God ." 

Richard J. Albert 

Despite the progress, two major 
problems continue to cause major 
difficulties : 1) The ecumenical move
ment is clerically dominated; and 2) 
people at the grass-roots have not 
become involved in the ecumenical 
movement to any great extent almost 
anywhere. Generally speak ing, it seems 
that both clergy and lay people at the 
local level have not been educated or 
prepared for active participation in the 
ecumenical movement. There are a few 
notable exceptions, of course, such as 
the covenanted parishes that have been 
formed in some places. 

Question of lntercommunion 

In light of the successes achieved in 
arriving at theological consensus and 
the evident failure to achieve substantial 

grass-roots involvement in the ecumen
ical movement, a serious question 
arises. As the ecumenical movement 
spreads gradually to the local scene, 
people are beginning to ask : " How 
much agreement do we need in order to 
be one" ? They are basically concerned 
with how much unity or consensus is 
necessary before they can commune at 
the Table of the Lord together. This 
question is being raised both by the laity 
and professional theologians at the local 
level . 

Speaking to a recent conference of 
Protestant and Roman Catholi c c lergy 
involved in ecumenism, Jurgen Molt
mann, the famous German theologian , 
said that " if we wait until the last 
theoretical problems are solved, we wi 11 

starve before we achieve ecumenica l 
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fellowship. " In a pro ocati e article 
written for Theological Studies (Sep
tember 1977), P. De Letter stated that 
" growth in our unity in faith need not be 
the privilege of experts; it can also be 
shared by the many Christians who 
partly see for themselves ... " De Letter 
concludes his article b insisting most 
forcefully that " there is no need to' ait 
till all doctrinal differences are thrashed 
out" before intercommunion is po i
ble . On the theological le el and in a 
very precise way, these two e pert 
ha,·e expressed the feelings of man 
people, both lait and clerg , who are 
ecumenica lly invol ed on the local 
scere. 

Grassroots Restlessness 

When " grass-roots" people become 
involved in ecumenical service or di -
cussion , the e entuall ask the que -
tion about the possibility of intercom
munion. More than four hundred cleri
cal and lay repre entati es from all over 
the Caribbean gathered in Gu ana, 
South America, during o ember 197 
for the Second As embl of the Caribbe-

an 



an Conference of Churches . In formal 
and informal sessions many delegates 
again and again expressed the opinion 
that the time for intercommunion had 
come. They felt sufficient consensus 
had already been achieved ,by the 
member churches of the Conference. 
Although the resolution calling for 
intercommunion among the churches 
of the Caribbean was defeated , it is a 
cogent example of how many people 
are now thinking at the local level. In an 
experiment being carried out in Jamai
ca, West Indies, where Anglicans and 
Roman Catholics have joined to form 
the Church of the Reconciliation, the 
local youth fellowship has repeatedly 
asked for intercommunion and has 
expressed its opinion that no significant 
obstacles any longer exist among the 
two churches to prevent such a prac
tice . 

Wherever lay people become in
volved ip ecumenical activ ity, the call 
for intercommunion and unified action 
by the churches is inevitably raised . 
Despite the warnings, regulations, and 
prohibitions given by church leaders, 
many Christians have no problem en-

tering into previously forbidden areas 
such as intercommunion, concelebra
tion , and active participation in the 
worship services of other churches. 
Often they appreciate what is held in 
common much more than what is not so 
held . The similarities are more impor
tant for them than the differences. 

Challenge to Ecumenists 

The necessary expansion of the ecu
menical movement into the " pew" and 
a11 increase of lay involvement are 
beginning to confront church leaders 
with serious questions. The call for 
intercommunion is, I believe, only a 
symbol of the real question which 
people are asking, and that is : " How 
much agreement must we have before 
we can consider ourselves united?" 
Church leaders will have to face that 
question squarely. Otherwise, and I 
believe that this is happening already in 
some places, lay people wi 11 answer the 
question for themselves . Indeed many 
youth and charismatic groups are now 
doing exactly that. 

Professional ecumenists have sought 
to tackle the doctrinal disagreements 

existing among Chri stians and have 
attained remarkable consensus in many 
areas. What is needed today is a strategy 
for full y involving the laity. Unti l 
recently theologians have been talking 
to theologians. Now, ordinary folk are 
not only talking to one another but al so 
acting together. Unless a new strategy is 
established by church leaders for in
creasing lay participation and providing 
ecumenical education, we will almost 
certainl y become embroiled in serious 
ecumenical complications in the near 
future . 

Pluralism Respected 

In his recent book, The Resilient 
Church, Father Avery Du lles, S.J., 
remarks that " the kind of ecumenism I 
am advocating implies a recognition of 
interdependence. " He calls for a new 
ecumenical strategy which will be 
carried out within a " community of 
witnessing dialogue." Dulles forecasts 
the development of a more plura listic 
notion of unity than has been previously 
advocated . In any case it is certainly 
refreshing to see Dulles suggest that " it 
is good that Lutherans have insisted on a 
robust biblical faith , Calvinists on eccle
siastical discipline, Methodists on per
sonal holiness, and Baptists on religious 
freedom . These and other distinctive 
emphases are precious values that must 
not be allowed to perish for the sake of 
Christian unity. " 

In their quite distinctive ways, the 
delegates in Guyana, the teenagers in 
Jamaica, the theologians in North 
America and Europe, and active lay 
ecumenists everywhere seem to be 
sa¥ing the very same things. They are 
·eady to accept multifaceted expres
sions of a united Christianity . They are 
ready to allow a responsible plura lism 
in belief, practice, and discipline. The 
question that must be faced is how do 
church leaders themselves presently 
perceive Christian unity . What, for 
them, does it mean to be united? The 
strategy being articulated by theolo
gians like Dulles and by groups of laity 
around the world is beginning to have 
its impact elsewhere. Church leaders, it 
is hoped, will begin to see that they 
shou Id be pioneers in activating such 
strategy. Otherwise, they may well find 
they are just passive recipients, not real 
participants in creating the ecumenical 
future. • 

Hichard /. Albert, an Atonement Friar, is 
associate pastor of the Church of Heconcili
ation, a joint Anglican-Homan Catholic 
parish in Bridgeport, Jamaica, West Indies. 



RohERTA DoNOVAN 

One end of the church building forms a huge cross. 

SllAREd HousE of God ON 
Dark clouds were building up in the 

west that August evening in 1973 as 
the wedding party left the small frame 
church. The rehearsal over, the young 
people stood around talking with Randy 
Rich and petite Debbie Kaaro, who 
would become his bride the next day. 
But the rising wind soon sent them 
hurrying home. 

Moments later everyone in the small 
town of Winifred, Montana, heard the 
deafening clap of thunder and knew that 
lightning had struck nearby. Rushing 
outside, they saw the little United 
Methodist Church in flames. Even be
fore they reached it, the building was 
struck by lightning a second time and 
fire completely engulfed it. 

Randy and Debbie were married on 
schedule, but in the Lutheran Church. 
The real impact of the fire, however, 
was felt when the small United Method
ist congregation (about 10 families) 
realized that ~!though the insurance 
would help with construction of another 
church, their group was too small to 
maintain it. 

The solution to their problem is 
ecumenism in action and could well 
serve as an example to semi-rural 

congregations. 
The Winifred United Methodists 

called on their Roman Catholic neigh
bors and suggested that the two congre
gations jointly build a church where 
each could have its own services. The 
idea was warmly received by the 
Catholics, who had been worshipping 
in an older building that had housed a 
bank during Winifred's homestead 
days. 

A joint building ~ommittee was 
formed. It decided to build on the site of 
the old United Methodist Church. The 
Catholics bought a half interest in the 
land. An agreement was signed, outlin
ing each congregation's responsibili
ties. 

Cost of construction was borne 
equally by the two denominations. 
Current expenses are pro-rated, with the 
Catholics carrying a larger share, since 
their larger membership (35 to 40 
families) has more services than the 
United Methodists. 

The United Methodists worship the 
second and fourth Sunday afternoons. 
Catholic Mass is scheduled every Sun
day morning. 

The Catholic congregation is served 
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by Father Martin Fisher, who lives in 
Hilger, 23 miles south of Winifred. Rev. 
Robert Grilley, also pastor of the United 
Methodist Church in Lewistown, drives 
the 37 miles from there to conduct 
services for the Winifred United Meth
odists. 

The two pastors serve with two 
members from each congregation on an 
administrative committee charged with 
the management of the building. 

Construction of the church started in 
the fall of 1975. The United Methodists, 
who had been sharing the Lutheran 
building following their fire, and the 
Catholics were so eager to get into their 
new church that they held their first 
services there the next spring, before the 
building was completed, sitting on 
boxes and crates. 

The dedication of the new church in 
October, 1976, was a joyous occasion 
with an overflow crowd in the sanctuary 
and adjoining fellowship hall. It cul
minated an undertaking shared by 
almost everyone in the small prairie 
community, regardless of denomina
tion. 

Throughout the months of construc
tion, many people had donated labor 



and equipment. A group from the 
United Methodist church in Lewistown 
drove out one day to help with the 
painting. The women of the Winifred 
community gave a kitchen shower. The 
pulpit and baptismal font were given as 
memorials and are used by both con
gregations. 

The Catholics brought their church 
furnishings with them, but those be
longing to the United Methodists were 
destroyed in the fire. The United Meth-

''wE. FELT if WE WERE 
All CltRisTiANs, WE should 

bE AblE TO WORk TOGETltER.'' 

odists chose to obtain their own altar 
setting, as they thought they would feel 
more at home this way . 

The front altar used by the Catholics is 
moved to one side during United 
Methodist services, but other than that, 
no changes are made in the sanctuary . A 
statue of the Virgin Mary smiles down 
on both faiths. The large crucifix at the 
front of the church bothered some of the 
United Methodists a little at first, Mr. 
Grilley said, but now they have grown 
accustomed to it. 

While the church was being built, the 
women of the two congregations 
formed what they call their Fellowship 
Club. It was originally intended as a 
fund-raising group for furnishing the 
kitchen, but with that project complet
ed, they continue to get together regu
larly. Last fall they held a joint bazaar 
and harvest dinner. 

The large fellowship hall is used not 
only by the two congregations, but by 
the entire community for wedding 
showers, receptions and other social 
activities. If any group needs the hall, it 
reserves it on the church calendar. 

Is joint ownership of a church build
ing working well? Both pastors think so . 
"It's going great," Father Fisher said. "It 
is really working out. As far as I know, 
there are no serious problems. In fact, 
there are probably more problems 
within the individual congregations 

than between the two. " 
The Rev. Mr. Grilley feels that the 

Winifred situation is a practical ap
proach for any small denominational 
group. But more than the economic 
benefit of co-owning a building, he feels 
the people have gained understanding 
from the experience. "United Method
ists have learned that the Catholics are 
real people and the Catholics have 
realized that the Methodists are just 
ordinary folks, too, " he said . 

But getting along with one another 
isn't really that new in a srr.all commu
nity like Winifred. "When you have 
Methodist dayghters married to .Catho
lic sons, it's all in the family anyway," 
said Mrs. Robert Rich , a United Meth
odist and president of the Fellowship 
Club. "The unique part was the wil
lingness of the people by an over
whelming majority to enter into this 
kind of a program, completely new to 
our area and our times. I feel we have a 
right to be proud." 

Mrs. Wilson Stulc, a Catholic and 
secretary-treasurer of the club, said, 
"We felt if we were all Christians, we 
should be able to work together." • 

Roberta Donovan is a free lance writer in 
Lewistown, Montana. 

(Below, left) The smiles on the faces of Father. Martin Fisher (left) and the Rev. Robert Grilley (right) show their ease in working together. 
(Below, right) Working together in the church kitchen are United Methodist Mrs. Robert Rich (left) and Roman Catholic Mrs. Wilson Stulc. , 



The Church With the 
Three-wav Stretch 

Katherine Twomey 

" You mean these churches have been 
working together for 58 years! " ex
claimed the visiting missionary. " Why, 
I have never heard of anything like it! " 

His surprise has been matched many 
times by that of other visitors to Hot 
Springs , South Dakota , where the 
American Baptist, United Methodist, 
and United Presbyterian congregations 
have been meeting under one roof for 
well over half a century. 

The beginning of this merger goes 
back even further, to the fall and winter 
of 1918-1919. It was not the early 
stirrings of ecumenical thought that 
brought these people together, it was 
the scarcity of ministers and the coal 
shortage, both by-products of World 
War I. 

The coal shortage produced consoli
dations in many places but usually they 
were only temporary. 

In Hot Springs, in the late summer of 
1918, the Baptist church lost its pastor 
to another city so the Presbyterians 
invited that congregation to join them in 
services. The arrangement proved very 

· satisfactory over the next year and a 
half, and then the Presbyterian pastor 
was also called to another church. The 
Methodist Episcopal church then invit
ed the other two'to join for the summer 
in union services which were held at the 
city auditorium. These services were on 
a trial basis, with each denomination 
free to withdraw at any time, but at the 
end of the summer, far from withdraw
ing, the three groups were so well 
pleased with the arrangement that they 
were enthusiastic about continuing it. 

Each congregation had a church 
building and it was decided that, of the 
three, the Presbyterians' red sandstone 
structure offered the most room for the 

parking cars but that fact did not 
become evident for some years. In 1920 
a great many people still walked to 
church. 

The little white clapboard Methodist 
church was used for a fellowship hall 
where, over the years, many church 
suppers and rummage sales were held . 

The constitution for the three-way 
church was formally adopted on No
vember 28, 1920. In the years since that 
time a few changes have been made in 
the document but the workings are 
essentially the same, showing that the 
early planners devised a good system . 

The United Churches 

The congregation is known as the 
United Churches (plural) to assure 
members against loss of denomination
al identity, a loss that many critics feel is 
characteristic of a federated church. 
People who join the church do so as 
members of one of the three denomina
tions, although anyone is welcome to 
attend services and participate in 
projects, and communion is open . 
Three of the six women's groups are 
denominational in character and fulfill 
pledges to such work and the other three 
support the work and projects of the 
local church. Some women belong to 
more thao one group. 

The constitution provides that the 
three denominations have equal repre
sentation on boards and committees. At 
present this puts somewhat of a burden 
on the Baptists, who are the smallest 
body, but it also insures that no one 
denomination will be able to take 
control by having the largest number of 
members. 

What About Money and Ministers? 

enlarged congregation and Sunday Those who hear about the United 
school. It also offered the least space for Churches for the first time invariably ask 

26 [26) New World Outlook• January 1979 

the same two questions : What do you 
do about money? and What do you do 
about pastors? 

The second question is logical , prob
ably, but to local church members the 
first one seems strange. What does any 
church do about money? Why raise it, 
of course. Members contribute to the 
salary of the pastor and staff, and to 
other church expenses, just as members 
do in any church, with pledges of 
support, contributions and loose offer
ings. Special offerings, such as One 
Great Hour of Sharing or World Wide 
Communion, are taken during the 
church year. 

As for the calling of pastors, the 
eminently sensible system set up by the 
original planning committee is still 
followed . A United Methodist pastor is 
followed by a Baptist one, and he in turn 
is succeeded by a Presbyterian. The 
cycle started with a Methodist pastor, 
and has been run through three times, 
with the church preparing now to call a 
Baptist minister to succeed the Rev. Dr. 
Glenn Hammerlee, the latest United 
Methodist pastor who transferred to 
Fargo, N.D. after a ministry of 12 years 
with the United Churches. 

Each minister plans and conducts his 
services as he desires. It goes without 
saying that his audience must be open
minded and co-operative, and perhaps 
the necessity of adapting to a variety of 
services has helped to make this true. 
One instance of the early flexibility that 
got the combined churches off to a good 
start was the concession of the Method
ist group to having communion served 
in the pews because the other two 
churches were accustomed to that 
procedure .. 

Needed: One Baptistry 

Other concessions had to be made. · 
The Presbyterian building had no bap
tistry, so, for many years, until the 
congregation moved into a new edifice 
in 1952, baptismal services were held in 
the big Evans Plunge (probably one of 
the largest baptistries in the world!) with 
participants and observers literally 
"gathering at the river," since the 
plunge is fed by the waters of Fall River 
running into and out of the building on 
its way to the Cheyenne a few miles 
south of town. 

The new church has a baptistry with a 
background mural representing a scene 
along the Jordan River in Bible times . 
The mural was painted by a United 
Methodist and a Presbyterian. 

The third most frequently asked 
question is: Do you find it hard to get 
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ministers? 
Some clergymen readil y admit that 

they would not care to serve a federated 
church . They are closel y wedded to 
their denominational role, and while 
they admit that such a church has its 
advantages, they do not wi sh to work in 
one. 

Others might put their feeling into 
words similar to those of the Rev . Dr. 
Hammerlee who said , " Quite apart 
from the totally legitimate claim that it is 
more in keeping with the Master's vision 
'that they all might be one' ... there is 
the matter of stewardship. A church like 
ours precludes the necessity of main
taining three buildings, three parson
ages, three offices, etc . Also there is the 
matter of choosing equipment and 
materials consistent with local needs 
rather than being tied to one denomi
national publishing house. Also, there is 
the tendency, I believe, to bring to the 
whole the best of its tradition and 
practice. And there is the witness to the 
community, a witness of healing and 
drawing together, rather than divisive
ness and separation. " 

Very similar statements were made by 
the Revs. E. Paul Hovey and L. Paul 
Bowling, who had served the Hot 
Springs congregations on behalf of the 
Presbyterian and Baptist denomina
tions, respectively. Both cited the ad
vantages of making contacts with local 
and religious leaders of all kinds and of 
avoiding useless competition for mem
bership and for the time and interest of 
the public. 

Too Many Meetings 

Are there disadvantages? Yes, some. 
The obvious one is the necessity for 
more paper work and the need to attend 
more denominational meetings, al
though the active, alert pastor may look 
upon the latter, as the Rev. Mr. Hovey 
stated, as an opportunity for the widen
ing of interests and acquaintances. The 
Rev. Mr. Bowling chuckled over the 
time when he was in Rapid City, S.D., 
and met the Methodist district superin
tendent on the street. "Hello, Bowl
ing," said the superintendent. "Come 
with me to a camp meeting." 

"I can't," was the reply . "Today I am 
a Presbyterian, on my way to a Presby
terial meeting." 

Mr. Hovey must have been well 
pleased with the united churches con
cept, for he went from HQt Springs to a 
Congregational-Presbyterian Federated 
Church in l..i!wiston, Idaho, where he 
served until his retirement a few years 
ago. 

All three denominations have church 
camps in the Black Hills and most 
United Churches pastors have taken 
part in the various camps, and their 
wives have attended the various 
women's meetings. United Ch~rches 
young people, whatever their affilia
tion , may attend any camp they choose, 
or all those within their age bracket. The 
church also sponsors an active Boy 
Scout troop in addition to the customary 
youth groups. 

The United Churches were incor
porated Sept. 25, 1935 under the laws 
of the state of South Dakota. This was 
found to be advisable because gifts of 
money or property were being made to 
the churches as a group. Formerly each 
church had had some property, but, as 
the union continued , donors began to 
make gifts of money, real estate, or 
bonds to the United Churches instead of 
to a single church . 

Having benefitted from bequests, the 
churches felt that they shou Id seek a 
way in which they could benefit others . 
One of the first such projects was the 
accumulation of a fund which was used 
to purchase a motion picture projector 
and record player for the Indian Presby
terian church on the Pine Ridge reserva
tion. 

The next project was the Custer-Fall 
River Larger Parish , formed from four 
United Methodist churches in the small 
outlying towns of Oral, Oelrichs, Buf
falo Gap and Smithwick, South Dakota. 
The Hot Springs churches contributed 
financially to the Larger Parish for about 
six years, to a total of over $7000. 

Even the church school pupils do 
their part in reaching out to others . The 
offering for two Sundays each month is 
sent to a t.Jnited Methodist missionary 
couple, Dr. and Mrs. Marvin Piburn in 

· Rhodesia, the Piburns being former 
members of the local church . The Pine 
Ridge Presbyterian church receives the 
offering for the third Sunday. Thus the 
pupils contribute directly to both home 
and foreign missions. The other 9ffer
ings go into the general fund . 

Governing body of the church is a 
nine-member board of trustees, three 
elected from each denomination for 
three-year terms. A nominating com
mittee for each congregation puts 
forward a list of names for this board as 
well as for other standing committees, 
and each group elects its own commit
tee representatives at an annual meeting 
held in December. These meetings are 
followed by an all-church annual meet
ing at which general church business is 
carried out and reports are given . 

Little Denominational Concern 

Aside from the above matters, little 
attention is paid to denominational 
identity . Dr. Hammerlee tells of the 
time when the Methodist nominating 
committee came up with what seemed 
like a most happy choice for lay leader, 
only to have it pointed out to them that 
the man was a Baptist. 

The bell which hangs in a recentl y 
erected tower near the front of the 
church definitely has a Methodist heri
tage . It was brought to Hot Springs by ox 
team in 1889. When the new church 
was bui lt, its construction did not allow 
for a ringing bell . Eventually it was 
decided that so historic a bell deserved 
to be heard . Memorial gifts provided 
much of the money for the building of a 
bell tower, with two of the largest 
contributions coming from a Presbyteri
an famil y and a Baptist famil y. 

It would be overstating the case to 
imply that this merger has always been 
blessed with complete harmony. What 
half-century union has? In fact, how 
many churches of a single denomina
tion can boast that they have had no 
problems in over 50 years? It is true, 
however, that no disagreement has 
divided the congregation along denom
inational lines. 

When, in September 1977, the Bap
tists hosted their state convention for 
apparently the first time ever, members 
of the whole congregation responded to 
the need in countless ways, from offers 
of lodging for delegates to cookies for 
the coffee hours, and assistance with all 
manner of special needs such as dis
plays, decorations, musical numbers, 
and registration, services the host con
gregation could not have provided 
unassisted . Delegates and visitors found 
the whole set-up an interesting demon
stration of the ecumenical spirit, and 
were intrigued with the fact that it was 
all put together under the leadership of 
United Methodist Dr. Hammerlee. 

Asked about the satisfactions of tak
ing part in a three-way church Mr. 
Bowling replied, 

" I felt a sense of being more a part of 
the church universal, extending beyond 
one denominational unit. Serving such 
a church can be a deeply satisfying and 
broadening experience. " • 

Kiltherine Twomey is ii freelilnce writer in 
Hot Springs, South Dilkotil. 
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Ellen Clark 

A Swift Review of 
Crusade Scholarships 

In the 16 years she headed the Crusade 
Scholarship program of the United 

Method ist Church , M argaret Swift 
watched scores of former scholars rise 
to prominence. 

Grant Shockley was named president 
of the Interdenominational Theologica l 
Center in Atlanta . Graca Simbine be
came a cabinet minister in Mozam
bique and married its president. Bennie 
Warner was elected bishop of Liberia 
and chosen as vice-president of the 
country. Lorine Tevi of Fiji became 
general secretary of the Pacific Confer
ence of Churches. The list goes on and 
on . 

" The Crusade Scholarship program 
has done as much as anything in the 
church to develop tra ined leadership 
around the world ," asserted Ms. Swift in 
an interview on the eve of her retirement 
to Florida last fal I. " There isn't a 
national or international church gather
ing where you can 't find one or more 
Crusade Scholars . 

" The beauty of the program is that we 
have accepted people from all walks of 
life and all professional areas. There has 
always been a strong emphasis on 
theology but scholars have also studied 
medicine, business administration, so
cial work and other fields. One of the 
ablest students in the current program is 
Fernando Galan, a Mexican American 
whose specialty at Brandeis University 
is drug addiction research. " 

Although she boasts about the pro
gram which has trained several thou
sand internationa l and U. S. ethnic 
minority graduate students, Margaret 
Swift is personally modest. She is a 
candid , no-nonsense woman with wry 
humor. For many years she has worn 
her hair snow white and on her sixtieth 
birthday two years ago, she sported a 
big button with the number 60. 

Ms. Swift was born a triplet in 
Lexington, Ky. " It was exciting," she 
related, " because doctors couldn 't de
term ine mul tiple births then . My frater
na l twin Thomas came before the doctor 
arrived . The doctor came, attended to 
my mother, left-and had to rush back 
to del iver a second and third child , my 
identica l sister Marjorie and me. By this 

time my father was on the floor and my 
mother was in much pai n." 

Ms. Swift's father was an acti ve 
minister for 75 of his 95 years of life and 
at one time edited the Central Methodist 
Ad vocate. " He loved to write," his 
daughter recalled . " He wrote a letter to 
each of his children every day when we 
were away at school and he wrote to me 
every day when I was in China ." 

After graduating from Wesleyan Col
lege in Macon, Ga ., and receiving a 
master's degree from Scarritt College in 
Nashville, Margaret' Swift became a 
missionary to China, influenced, she 
said, by the Christian commitment of 
her family . She taught English for three 
years at the Virginia School for Girls in 
Huchow in central Ch ina until the 
Communists came to power and the 
mission board asked all miss ionaries to 
return home. . 

For ten years she served with the Red 
Cross, first in Japan for two years, then 
as a field representative based in Ten
nessee but traveling to handle disasters 
from Cal,ifornia to Loui siana to Pennsyl
vania . The experience in meeting 
emergencies and working with people 
was good preparation for her job with 
the Crusade Scholarship Committee, 
she said . 

Why did she accept the Crusade 
Scholarship post in 1962? 

" I wanted to come into it because it' s 
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church-related and concerned with 
people who want to work in church 
vocations," she said. " By liv ing out my 
faith , I hoped to make the faith of others 
stronger." She said she had always tried 
to show integrity and impartiality and to 
instill in Crusade Scholars the values of 
Christian living. 

What she liked best about the job, she 
said, was getting to know people from 
different cultures . She met them at 
airports, commiserated with them over 
family separations, praised them when 
they excelled in school , prodded them 
when their grades slipped, attended to 
them in sickness and in death . But 
Margaret Swift was no Mother Hen 
clucking over her charges . " Eyeball to 
eyeball " contact, particularly with stu 
dents from abroad, is valuable, she said ; 
maternalistic care is a mistake. 

During her tenure, Ms. Swift wit
nessed many changes in the Crusade 
Scholarship Committee, among them 
merger with the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church's overseas scholarship 
program, the 50-50 division of receipts 
from the World Communion Sunday 
offering between U. S. and international 
students, and an increase in women 
scholars . In contrast to a decade ago, 
most international students now pursue 
graduate studies in their own regions, 
not in the U. S. , relieving the " brain 
drain," a significant development. 

" One facet of the program that is 
becoming more prominent," said Ms. 
Swift, " is that several U. S. ethnic 
·minority students who ·were Crusade 
Scholars are going overseas to serve. 
Albertha Sistrunk of South Carolina , 
who received master's and doctor of 
education degrees with Crusade Schol 
arships, has gone to Liberia as a 
missionary under the Board of Global 
Ministries to serve at the College of West 
Africa . John Fujimori , who studied for 
the master of divinity degree at the 
Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley, 

.California, is now a missionary to Japan . 
" The Crusade Scholarship program, 

which was begun 35 years ago to 
replace missionaries with trained na
tional leadership, has come full cycle." 

• 

' 



Partners in English, a tutoring program in San Francisco, is part of UMVS network 

What do struggling black single moth
ers from Brooklyn's Bedford

Stuyvesant community have in com
mon with middle-class white women 
from Brooklyn's Bay Ridge? What do 
Native Americans from upstate New 
York involved in tribal economic devel
opment and agricultural self-reliance 
have in common with San Francisco 
women trade unionists supporting the 
organization of women office and facto
ry workers? What does a New Orleans
based tenants rights organization have 
in common with a Santa Fe Chicano 
clinic in an impoverished community? 

Al I of them belong to a network of 
community development projects con
nected through resources provided 
them by United Methodist Voluntary 
Service, a program of the National 
Division of the United Methodist Board 
of Global Ministries, funded through the 
Human Relations Day offering. UMVS 
brings together the Sisterhood of Black 
Single Mothers and the Union Center for 
Women in Brooklyn, Akwesasne Notes 
in upstate New York, Union W.A.G.E. 
in San Francisco, Treme Community 
Improvement Association in New Or
leans and La Clinica de la Gente in Santa 
Fe . 

The 25 UMVS projects also include 
the Community Sewing Union in Jack
son, Mississippi; a Day Care Coopera
tive in Dayton, Ohio; Partners in 
English, a tutoring program in San 
Francisco, and the National Conference 

of Black Lawyers, headquartered in 
New York's Harlem. 

New Directions 

Over the past 10 years, UMVS has 
been assisting volunteers and their 
community development organizations 
with health benefits and insurance 
coverage, training, fundraising assis

. tance, and credibilit with resource 
agencies. Until recently, projects in the 
UMVS roster neither knew much about 
one another nor had a say about the kind 
of help offered them. Now, through the 
creation of a Policy Board made up of 
project representatives and church 
members, they have the opportunity to 
learn about each other's programs and 
the specific issues in each community. 
They can look at the resources provided 
them by the church and make recom
mendations for change. 

With the great diversity on this board , 
questions arise. Is it possible for com
munity groups to transcend their per
spectives of ethnic group, class, sex or 
region which surface in the inevitable 
competition for limited funds to work 
toward common goals? Can the church 
understand that the work of ostensibly 
"non-Christian" projects is a form of 
Christian mission carried out on its 
behalf? Is it possible for people who 
have perceived the failure of the church 
to meet their people's needs to discover 
new hope in the Christian story? Is there 
a thread connecting the community 

UMVS-
A NOVEL 
NETWORK 
Sheila Collins 
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development projects across the coun
try with the I iberation occurring in other 
parts of the world , and if so, how do we 
make that thread visible? 

Projects Share Answers 

While the new UMVS Board has not 
come up with definitive answers to 
these questions, there is a shared 
excitement about exploring them . Al
ready several of the UMVS projects are 
beginning to help each other w1~h 
organization , management, economic 
analysis, sensitivity to sexism and rac
ism and global awareness. Plans are 
underway for regional and national 
training events through which UMVS 
projects will train each other and work 
jointly on other educational tasks . 

On an international scope, several 
UMVS projects have links with similar 
efforts in Third World countries. Akwe
sasne Notes, in Owl 's Head, N.Y., 
which publishes the highly regarded 
publication of the same name, also 
organizes Native Americans _thro~ghout 
the Americas. Proyecto Ser 1n Philadel
phia , a group advocating the rights of 
Hispanic farmworkers in the area , h~s 
connections with farmworker groups in 

Puerto Rico , Mexico and Central 
America. 

Help Goes a Long Way 

UMVS provides an opportunity for 
the church to stand with those engaged 
in Christ's mission of human liberation 
at the grassroots level. From a relatively 
modest budget, over 244 volunteers 
receive " bottom line" resources which 
enable them to work at subsistence 
levels for projects in which they believe. 
But the 244 are only a small number of 
those assisted . Thousands more are 
reached through the projects' services. 

Treme Community Improvement As
sociation in New Orleat."IS is one exam
ple. On an annual budget of about 
$3600, this organizatron handles at 
least 25 housing complaints a day, 
initiated a citywide housing coalition 
with a great deal of muscle, and is the 
major resource to about 25 community 
organizing efforts around Louisiana . 
Treme's co-director, Ron Chisom, esti
mates that over 1 0 years T reme has 
served between 15,000 and 20,000 
people. 

UMVS's ongoing ties to secular com
munity organizations are relatively 
novel in the church . The development 
of criteria for accepting new projects 
and "graduating" others which have 
gone beyond the needs of a UM VS-type 
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program has begun , as has the develop
ment of a list of a wider range of 
organizations and persons who could 
be plugged into the UMVS network. 

Beneficial Relationship 

Plans have begun also for more 
mutually beneficial relationships be
tween UMVS projects and local United 
Methodist churches and judicatory 
agencies . Both projects and chur~h 
have something to gain from this. 
Community development projects are 
often so caught up in the daily struggle 
for survival that they lose sight of the 
larger social goals for which they are 
working. Their isolation, coupled with a 
lack of funds, mean that they can easily 
" burn out" or be co-opted by forces 
opposed to significant social change . 
The history of the 1960's and early 70's 
is a history of the rise and fall of 
thousands of such community empow
erment projects. It is also the history of 
the progressive loss of idealism and 
social hope in this country . A profound 
cynicism about the possibilities for 
humane, democratic social change ac
companies each such defeat of a 
community's efforts to empower itself; 
and these defeats affect al I of us , 
whether or not we are immediately 
involved . 

The church has much to gain from 
standing with these grassroots groups. 
Many of them have developed expertise 
and a vision of human community 
which the church could use. Moreover, 
such projects represent a link to c?~
stituencies the church may have d1ff1 -
culty in reaching. 

In many ways Christ can be seen as a 
community organizer whose mission 
was to strengthen the powerless, to 
affirm the faith that existed in the 
ordinary, the overlooked, the pariahs of 
his time. He did not disdain others 
because of their sex, their color, their 
nationality, their lack of " credentials" 
or their beliefs . In standing with the 
community organizers of our day, the 
church affirms its solidarity with its 
Savior, continuing His work of bringing 
good news to the poor, recovery of sight 
to the blind , liberty to the oppressed , 
and the Year of Jubilee, when all debts 
were to be cancelled and all of life 
renewed . • 

Ms. Collins is field representative, Office 
of Voluntary Services, National Division 
United Methodist Board of Global Minis
tries. 
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''We reach the most needy '' 
World Council Aide Plows the Development Field 

Jean Fischer does not compare himse lf 
with Robert McNamara, though on 

many days they plow the same fields of 
Third World development. 

Directing the World Bank, McNa
mara sits with prime ministers and 
writes checks for billions of dollars. 
Fischer customarily works at lower 
levels in dispensing his budget of $35 
million-$50 million a year as director of 
the World Council of Churches Com
mission on Inter-Church Aid , Refugee 
and World Service (CICARWS). 

Th is does not mean Fischer ranks the 
church contribution proportionately 
lower in significance. " We can reach 
much more easily and effectively the 
people themselves," he says . " And after 
all , people are not going to be devel 
oped by their governments or by foreign 
aid ." 

Tracy Early 

" Development is the se lf- libera tion of 
peoples," Fi scher says. " I'm not sayi ng 
money is unimportant, but the main 
thing is the people's own participation , 
letting them exercise control , and they 
can do thi s more when development 
takes place through the churches. Not 
all leaders of developing countries are 
concerned about the development of 
their people." 

" More and more governments want 
to push some of their aid through the 
church network because they adm it we 
are reaching the most needy," he notes, 
while also registering some concern 
about dangers to the churches in relyi ng 
on government funds . 

Background of Official 

Fischer was interviewed w hile in the 
United States to attend a meeting of the 

U.S. Conference for the WCC and to 
talk with various U.S. church officials 
about CICARWS programs. (The United 
Methodist Committee on Relief Chan
nels the major ity of its funds through 
ecumenical channels , of which 
CICARWS is a principal one. ) Fischer 
was also di scussi ng plans to hold this 
year's CICARWS meeting in the U.S. 
-at New Windsor, Md. 

French Swiss in background, Fischer 
is a relaxed and unassuming executive, 
short, with tr immed beard, glasses and a 
full head of dark hair combed straight 
back. He speaks near perfect English 
and smi les easily. A layman , he reached 
the top post of CICARWS, the WCC's 
largest sub-un it, last year at the age of 
44, though he never reall y intended to 
go into church work at all and secured 
no specia l education for it. 

Well-drilling and irrigation project near Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. Since 1972, the WCC-financed development projects in Indochina 
have reached nearly $10 million. 
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Jean Fischer, third from 
right, at meeting of the 
WCC's Commission on 

Inter-church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service 

(CICARWS). Opposite page, 
pantomime in India teaches 

self-help. 

Fischer was born in Tunis, Tunisia, 
where his father worked as a mechani
cal engineer, and returned to Switzer
land for his own training and appren
ticeship in the same field. "But when I 
graduated, the best paying job offers 
were in war industries, and I was a little 
disgusted by this situation, " he says . So 
he decided to look in different direc
tions. He also felt some pull back to the 
African continent. 

A third impulse came from the 
religious side. "In Switzerland I was 
involved in Christian youth activities, 
and at a Bible study camp we got 
concerned about the Third World, " he 
says . "We decided someone should go 
to express the feeling we had as a group, 
and I was the one most free to go." 

From Zambia to Geneva 

Getting an appointment from the 
Paris Missionary Society, Fischer went 
to Zambia, then still -.Y British colony, 
and became principal of a trade school. 
That led to a later job as director of the 
youth department in the Church of 
Barotseland, a Zambian province. Dur
ing this " very exciting time" of the 
country's last four years (1959-63) 
before independence, Fischer became 
aware how intensely youth of the Third 
World aspired to liberation. The youth 
department job also brought involve
ment in the All Africa Christian Youth 
Assembly of 1962 and acquaintance 
with several wee people . 

By the time of Zambian indepen
dence, Fischer and his wife, Nicole, a 
Geneva native, had become the parents 
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of three children . " We didn't want to 
send them away to boarding schools, so 
we moved back to Geneva, " he says . " I 
was expecting to continue my profes
sion when the World Counci I offer 
came." 

For his first CICARWS years he served 
as director of a special Africa program; 
he then held other posts and in 1974 
became deputy director. When Muriel 
Webb, an American serving as director, 
died in 1977, Fischer became acting 
director, and the following year 
CICARWS named him director . 

Though some people might consider 
aid programs for refugees and other 
needy people among the least contro
versial of the WCC's activities, Fischer 
has not found them so . In a previous 
generation ecumenical leaders, feeling 
themselves deadlocked on doctrinal 
differences but yet able to join hands in 
aid projects, proclaimed the slogan, 
" Doctrine divides, service unites." 

Service Can Divide 

From the perspective of CICARWS 
experience, Fischer says that slogan was 
like many others in rather oversimplify
ing things . Service also tests and chal
lenges whatever unity the churches may 
have achieved . CICARWS today is not 
merely giving food to the hungry, 
Fischer says, but seeking to overcome 
the causes of hunger, both through 
development and through use of aid to 
promote structural change. 

" Those who believe humanitarian 
assistance is neutral and nonpolitical 
have a limited understanding of the 
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"CICARWS assistance is always addressed 
to all people affected by a conflict." 

complexity of our world ," he says. 
" Whatever you do and however you do 
it will be interpreted from a politi ca l 
perspective. We are bound to be seen as 
taking sides." 

Does Fischer agree that CICARWS is 
taking sides on politica l issues? Well , 
yes and no. " I think we are not taking 
sides more than the gospel," he says. 
" Christ was biased on the side of the 
poor and oppressed ." And CICARWS is 
committed to " the struggle" of the poor 
and oppressed , he says, add ing w ith 
rather remarkable assurance that " in 
most situations it is clear who is the 
oppressed. 11 

But not everyone in the world consid
ers it such a good thing for churches to 
support those they consider oppressed . 

CICARWS support fo r Chilean refugees 
and, through the Catholi c- led V icariate 
of Solidarity, for people inside Chile 
suffering the w rath of the Pinochet 
government has not been universa ll y 
applauded in Chile, Fi scher reports. 
Nor is support for victims of civ i I war in 
N :caragua or fo r Er itreans and other 
groups around the Horn of Africa. 

One of Fischer's jobs as deputy 
director was runn ing a CICARWS pro
gram in the Sahel. Though starva tion 
there may ca ll simply fo r food and the 
encroaching desert fo r technica l so lu
tions, Fischer sees the Sahel si tu ati on 
intertwined w ith po liti ca l issues . For
eign interests, he says, jockey fo r access 
to uranium and other resources w ithout 
regard to the people. Agri culture, he 

says, has been developed for export 
crops rather than food needed by 
residents . And labor from the Sahe l, he 
says, is exp lo ited on the coffee, cocoa 
and palm oil plantations of West Afri
ca's coastal states, who also exert their 
politica l pressures by controlling trans
po rtation routes to the landlocked 
states. 

Defends Racism Program 

If Fi scher does not compare himself 
w ith McNamara, he is outspoken in 
refusing to contrast himself with his 
WCC co lleagues in the Program to 
Combat Rac ism (PCR). Some people, he 
says, have tended to see the two as 
contras t ing approac hes-C ICARWS 
good and po litica lly neutral , PCR bad 
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Construction project in 
Guatemala. 

and controversial. But he thinks they are 
complementary, two parts of the same 
wee concern but handling different 
corners of the problem. 

In many cases the two agencies have 
given money to the same black organi
zations in Africa , and PCR funds, just 
like those of CICARWS, are designated 
for humanitarian work, not buying 
guns. Still grants by the two agencies 
carry different meanings. 

" CICARWS assistance is always ad
dressed to all people affected by a 
conflict," Fischer says . " PCR grants are 
more symbolic expressions of the World 
Council 's solidarity with a cause that we 
believe to be just. Their grants are for 
organizations that combat racism and 
go beyond welfare service alleviating 
the effects of racism ." 

In the Mozambique situation , for 
example, the PCR made grants to 
FRELIMO when it was fighting to 
overthrow Portuguese rule. CICARWS 
also gave money to FRELIMO for 
assistance to needy people in areas it 
controlled . But CIC::ARWS likewise 
funded programs for _people in regions 
sti 11 under the Portuguese, provided 
scholarships for black youth preparing 
for future service and aided whites 
returning to Portugal after Mozambique 
became independent . Even today , 
Fischer adds, CICARWS supports pro
grams in Mozambique and Angola , and 
would enlarge them if wee member 
churches there were able to absorb 
more assistance. 

Similarly in regard to Rhodesia , the 
PCR gave an $85 ,000 grant last year to 
declare solidarity with the Patriotic 
Front, a loose union of the Zimbabwe 
African People' s Union (ZAPU) led by 
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Joshua Nkomo from Zambia and the 
Zimbabwe African National Union 
(ZANU) led by Robert Mugabe from 
Mozambique . CICARWS has given 
money to these same organizations for 
assistance to refugees, Fischer says, but 
CICARWS has also provided aid to 
conflict victims inside Rhodesia. In 
dollar terms, he adds, these programs, 
which continued during and after the 
PCR grant to the Patriotic Front, have 
received by far the larger amount of 
wee support. 

To speak of dollars, of course, leads 
to the topic of the dollar's decline and 
Ii m itations that places on what the WCC 
can do. Actually, Fischer says, the fall of 
the dollar does not so severely affect 
work in some Third World areas such as 
Africa , but it has been catastrophic for 
administrative costs and programs 
based in Geneva. " Just when I became 
director and was ready to try my wings 
with some new projects," he laments, 
" my wings were clipped. " 

Part of Fischer's activity in the U.S . 
was designed to encourage American 
support by urging a fu Iler sense of 
involvement in WCC programs. " Some 
Americans have the idea that the World 
Council now wants to listen only to 
people from the Third World ," he says . 
So while some Americans have been 
found guilty of trying to dominate 
interchurch conversations, others have 
so far reacted as to become silent. 
Fischer says the World Counci I wants to 
hear from them too . 

" A true conversation is talking and 
listening," he says . • 

Mr. Early is a frequent contributor. 
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Famil~ Re'Vival 
on the West Bank 

Connie .Myer 

Mrs. Sameeha Khali l is an intensely 
energetic and dynamic woman 

w ho is dedicated to improving the lives 
of Palesti nian girls and women in the 
Israe li-occupied West Bank of the Jor
dan. 

"We thought it was better to I ight a 
candle than to weep for a thousand 
yea rs," she says, "so we started the 
ltnas h El-Usra (Fam i ly Revival So
ciety). " 

That was back in 1965 when Mrs . 
Khalil and some fr iends became dis
turbed at seei ng Palestin ian refugees 
standing in lines to get food and aid from 
the Uni ted Nations Relief and Works 
Agency. "We got the idea that it was 
better fo r ou r people to work and be 
independent. We needed to co llect the 
energy of our Palestin ian nat ion to do 
good things." 

They began by bu yi ng weav ing and 
sewi ng machines and trai ned eight 
Palestin ian girl s to sew so they could 
help support their families . Then they 
got loans to buy looms fo r the girl s to use 
at home. The gi rl s paid back the loans 
wi th proceeds from thei r earn ings. 

After the 1967 Israe l-Arab war, the 
project mushroomed as M rs. Khali l and 
her women hel pers visited West Bank 
vi I !ages to see w hat the further needs of 
women were. Many fami l ies, they 
found , were in severe strai ts because 
husbands, fathers and brothers had 
been ki lled or imprisoned. Others were 
worki ng away from home. 

" We discovered that girl s could make 
clay jars and straw trays. We decided to 
work wi th them to improve their prod-

ucts. In Rama llah District the women 
made beaut ifu l, cross-stitch embroi 
dered long dresses in traditional Pales
tinian designs. So, now we're en
couraging production of these dresses 
and they are proving very popular . 
Some gi rl s wear them in offices and 
many do in the vil lages." 

Besides sewing, handicrafts and food 
making, the society, of which Mrs. 
Khalil is president, also tra ins gi rl s in 
secreta ria l ski ll s. The soc iety now oc
cupies a large buildi ng in Bireh, Rama l
lah Distri ct, which inc ludes classrooms, 
a boutique where handicrafts are so ld 
and a fo lk arts museum . 

A tota l of 125 gir ls and women 
graduated from the center's vocational 
programs in 1977 and the cen ter has 67 
employees. Besides these programs, the 
society helps 800 girls and women in 28 
vi llages in at-home embroidery and 
craft projects . 

The embro idered dresses have stimu
lated interest in ea rl y Palesti nian de
signs and women in each v illage 
specia li ze in one particular design. One 
hu ndred-year-o ld or more traditional 
dresses are featured in the center' s 
museum and a Palestinian folk lore 
magazine also has been sta rted by the 
society . 

The society, which has a board of 140 
members, has committees which spe
cial ize in the many-faceted acti vities of 
thi s se lf-help project. Committees on 
embroidery and the arts, on home 
economics, cul ture and other interests 
serve to pinpoi nt needs and sharpen 
trai n ing programs. The embroidery 

Mrs. Sameeha Khalil with Dr. J. Ha rry Ha ines, UMCOR chief executive. 

committee, for example, includes arti sts 
in its membership. Committee plans are 
approved by the society's 12-member 
executive committee . 

Besides vocational and craft training, 
ltnash El-Usra provides scholarship aid 
to 165 Palestinian students who are 
studying at West Bank universities or in 
other Arab countries . Grants range from 
$750 to $300 . 

" We also help 72 children whose 
fathers are dead with money for medi
cine and other expenses," Mrs. Khalil 
reported . " And we aid 147 poor fami
lies with medicine and food ." 

Where does the money come from for 
all this outreach? 

"Forty percent of our budget is from 
se lling our products," said Mrs. Khalil 
proudly. " We sell at our boutique and a 
big annua l bazaar he ld in a wide open 
space in Ramallah. We've also sold 
some products through various consul
ates." 

Training fees (which vary according 
to abil ity to pay) and nursery care fees 
for children of working mothers provide 
20 percent of the budget. The balance is 
from donations. 

The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief, a div ision of the Board of Global 
M ini stries, gave the society $5 ,000 in 
1978 and has provided other assistance 
in past yea rs. 

How does Mrs. Khalil get her energy 
and drive to propel the society' s work 
fo rward despite the problems and ten
sions of living in a military-occupied 
territory? 

" I don't believe in the word ' impossi
ble,' " she replied . " Where there is no 
hope and only defeatism, there is no 
vvay." 

This Muslim woman's own life is a 
testimony to her philosophy. Born in the 
Nablus District of the West Bank, she 
went to primary school for only two 
years before she married at 17 in 1940. 
Twenty-four years later she completed 
her secondary school certificate, going 
to classes with her son . She then took 
three years in a university, but after the 
1967 war she could no longer leave the 
West Bank to finish her degree. 

W hile she saw " no benefit for the 
nation of Pa lestine" in last September's 
Camp David accords, Mrs . Khalil still 
intends to continue her work for women 
and girls . And some day she looks 
forward to a time of peace and an end of 
division of her people . • 

Ms. Myer is senior staH writer for 
Interpretive Services, Board of Global 
Ministries. 



EDITORIALS OJ 

The Perils of Religion 
The horrifyi ng events at the People's 

Temple in Jonestown, Guyana, culminat
ing in the mass suicide and/or murder of 
911 persons have produced not only shock 
and revulsion but a veritable babble of 
comment and interpretation . In the .face of 
something so bewildering, it is only human 
nature to try to impose some rational ity on 
an event which seems so irrational. 

The results, by and large, have not been 
very illuminating. If we add to this 
confusion, it is not to explain it but 5imply 
to look at some of the religious dimensions 
that have not perhaps received the atten
tion they deserve. 

There have been many attempts (not 
always conscious) to deny that there was 
any religious dimension to the People's 
Temple. Not only have there been calls for 
legislation to allow government to define 
religion so that it can prevent such 
tragedies but even the widespread use of 
the word " cult" (in its sense of " any 
religion regarded as unorthodox or even 
spurious") is an attempt to distance the 
People's Temple and its adherents from 
" true" religion. Billy Graham has gone so 
far as to blame the whole thing on the 
devil. 

We think that this is an evasion of the 
issue, an attempt to sanitize and domesti
cate religion . One does not have to search 
far in the history of religion to find 
examples of J. Lesslie Newbigin's warning 
that " 'The light' is not to be identified with 
the religious life of men; religion is in fact 
too often the sphere of darkness, Christian 
religion not excluded ." 

Nor is this to be wohdered at-religious 
commitment is ultimate commitment. If 
that commitment is mistaken or false, it is 
profoundly wrong. 

And often wrong for what seem Ii ke the 
right reasons. Dr. Graham's suggestion 
about the devil is valid only if we think of 
Luc ifer as the fallen ahgel, the divine being 
who became infernal by ove~reaching . The 
devi I is never outside any of us, eveh the 
purest. To quote Bishop Newbigin again, 
" The most dark and terrible thing about 

human nature is our capacity to take the 
good gifts of God and make them into an 
instrument to cut ourselves off from God, 
to establish our independence from God." 

This is the hidden meaning of idolatry, 
the setting up of fal se gods. In an account 
(United Methodist Reporter, December 8, 
1978), United Methodist min ister John V . 
Moore, whose two daughters and a grand
son died in Jonestown, describes thi s very 
well. 

But if idolatry in its most mal ignant form 
was evidenced in the People's Temple, it is 
certainly not confined there. It is no 
accident that warnings aga inst idolatry is 
one of the dominant themes of the Bible. In 
humanity's perpetual attraction to and 
flight from God, the making of idols is one 
of our persistent devices. 

That is why a gracious God has given us 
the Holy Spirit, who is not only the 
Comforter but the Spirit of discernment. 
We have just lived through a period in 
wh ich the worki ng of God was claimed for 
many things, and that cla im was often 
uncritically accepted . Jonestow n may 
stand as a terrible warn ing against that kind 
of simple idealism. But surely to flee into a 
frozen kind of cynic ism and skepticism is 
equall y to sin against the Holy Spirit. 

Religion is a dangerous commitment. 
How could it not be, and be ultimately 
serious? And yet we know who we can and 
must trust. In the words of the Letter of 
Jude : " Now to the One who can keep you 
from falling and set you in the presence of 
his glory, jubilant and above reproach , to 
the only God our savior, be glory and 
majesty, might and authority, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord , before all ti me, now 
and for evermore." 

Perils of Religion, Part II 
The dark side of monotheism, it is often 

suggested, is its tendency to fanaticism. 
Thus the world 's fi rst monothei st ru ler, the 
Egyptian Akhenaton , was know n for his 
fanaticism in destroying the tradit ional 
gods of his land . At his death, the priests 

w ho did not favor the one god Aton took 
brutal and swift vengeance, wi ping out all 
the ru ler had done and return ing the land to 
polytheism. 

We forget Christian fanaticism at ou r 
peril but Christian ity has no monopoly on 
fanaticism; many observers have noted the 
current rise of mil itancy and fundamental
ism in that other great worldw ide mon
otheistic fai th , Islam. In Malaysia, M uslims 
were recently arrested and charged w ith 
destroyi ng shrines in H indu temples. In 
Pakistan , where the Shariah, or ancient 
Islamic legal code, has been reinsti tuted , 
there have been reports that Christians and 
other minorities w ill be put on separate 
voti ng rolls. Even in relatively liberal Egypt 
there has been a noticeable swing back to 
conservatism among un iversity students. 
Turkish conservatives are calli ng for a 
return to trad itional Islam. Minori ty rel i
gions, such as the Eastern Orthodox, fi nd 
their situation increasingly tenuous and 
critical. 

And of cou rse the major area for the 
resurgence of mi litant Islam this year has 
been Iran. It would, in fact, not be 
su rprisi ng if Time magazine's " Man of the 
Year" this year shou ld turn out to be the 
exiled Ayatollah Khomeini , under w hose [ 
banner mill ions have marched in Iran 
demand ing the end of the Shah's regime. 
(In 1951 Time's " Man of the Year" was 
Mossadegh, w ho later succeeded in forc
ing the Shah out of Iran until he was himself 
overth rown b y the American CIA) . Is it a 
si gn of the times that an uncompromising 
mi litant M uslim cleric shou ld play the role 
and receive the attention a Marxist did 
twenty seven years ago? 

Al I of th is is far from the complete pictu re 
of Islam and its contri butions. Islam does 
have in its sacred scriptures specific ca lls 
for toleration and respect for " the people of 
the Book." It is this strain in Islam which 
well wishers for religious peace must work 
to encourage. 

But, nonetheless, we cannot ignore this 
reki ndled militancy and fanati cism in the 
world 's second largest faith and to note 
that, in practice, it is likely to have negative 
consequences for re ligious minorities. 



On consecutive visits to the village the team gave out used 
clothes, distributed food grains and taught hygiene. These 
visits have been heart-warming because each member of the 
team feels responsible for bringing about a new world for the 
people of the village. 

The whole program has taken such a successful turn 
because of the timely help that the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and the Indian Churches 
Auxiliary for Social Action (CASA) extended to us in the 
form of money, food and clothing. (In response to appeals 
from Church World Service, UMCOR has substantially 
aided CASA.) The Soya Production and Research 
Association (a United Methodist-related mission project in 
Bareilly) helped with soyabean and protisnacks for poorly 
nourished people. S.P.R.A.'s nutritionists went along with 
the hospital team to the villages. 

The sight of the village was 
pathetic. So far no one had come 
to their rescue. The desperate 
people had waited for days without 
food on the wet and damp ground 
with sickness. 

On the first visit of this team 
from Clara Swain the doctors and 
nurses inoculated about 20 
persons for typhoid and cholera 
and distributed medicines to nearly 
500 needy persons of whom 60-70 
percent received specialist attention 
as well. The most common 
ailments were gastro-intestinal 
disorders , namely diarrhea, 
dysentery and vomiting, scabies, 
respiratory infections, pneumonia 
and tuberculosis were also 
common. 

To reach Govindpur and other villages the team visits is not easy, but each time plans are made 
to go to them we run short of space in the vehicles. Young doctors and nurses who probably don't 

know what it is to walk barefoot on covered floors walk miles without shoes in the dirty slush of the 
villages contaminated by human and animal wastes. 
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OVERSEAS 

Evangelists Pablo and Claudete. 

TAIWAN 

This spring the theological college 
turned out 40 graduates, 21 of whom 
are young women , going into the 
specialized ministries of social work, 
kindergarten teaching, and church 
music. Twelve of the 40 are going into 
the pastoral ministry, and seven re
ceived a master' s degree In theology 
through our participation in the South 
East Asia Graduate School of Theology . 
Of these seven, three had studied under 
Ted in clinical pastoral education . This 
brings the total in C. P. E. to 11 graduates 
in the four years that the program has 
been in existence. Several of this group, 
all serving pastorates, are organizing a 
family counseling center here in Tai
wan , a much-needed servi ce with the 
unbelievable social changes and dislo
cations taking place as the economy 
expands. 

Outstanding among the regular theo
logical graduates (M. Div. or B. D .) are 
Roger Chen , handicapped from polio , 
who did an outstanding study of the 
needs of young people with orthopedic 
handicaps for his graduation thesi s, and 
Susan Tsai , a Methodist student, w ho 
graduated with top honors, the onl y 
woman in her c lass of 12 . Roger was 
married the day before graduation to a 
lovel y girl who had been a pari shioner 

BRAZIL 

Every Saturday afternoon the prison
ers would peer through the barred 
windows of the cells toward the main 
gate of the prison . They looked forward 
to a visit from the Methodist youth who 
came to offer them fellowship and share 
with them their faith in Christ. 

Pablo, a Paraguayan, had organized 
this work . A small , dedicated group of 
our young people took part in the 
visitation, one of whom was a girl 
named Claudete . That group helped 
several of the prisoners find a new life 
through Christ and were enabled to lead 
useful lives in society after release from 
prison. 

Another result of the prison visitation 
was a romance between Pablo and 
Claudete which led them also to embark 
on a new life, matrimony. 

After two years of marriage, they are 
now setting out on one more new 
venture-the Amazon mission field . 
When presented the challenge to go and 
minister to the settlers in the Amazon 
Basin , Pablo and Claudete accepted 
with enthusiasm. 

in the church he has been serving. They 
ride together on a motor scooter espe
cially designed for handicapped per
sons. His thesis, with its extensive 
statistical tables, has just been pub
lished and should be a real contribution 
to a ministry for the handicapped . Susan 
was also married to a young instructor of 
our college. While he teaches here, she 
will be serving as pastor of the Anping 
Methodist Church , located in a rapidly 
suburbanized fishing village. 

The Methodist Church in Taiwan held 
its annual conference July 22, at which 
time there developed a serious crisis in 
leadership. Order was restored with the 
election of an Interim Committee, 
which will take charge of the church at 
the conference level for a period of two 
years, or until the leadership problem 
can be resolved. The committee is 
composed of 11 members from the 
conference floor ; seven are lay and four 
ministerial. After the committee met, it 
elected from its own membership three 
persons (one clergy and two lay) to act 
as an executive head to deal with urgent 
matters. During the interim, the church 
discipline will be temporarily suspend
ed (that is, the usual governing regula
tions), and all conference boards and 
committees, apart from the Board of 
Trustees, will be dissolved . Although 
the connectional system will remain , 
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Their new work wi 11 lead them to face 
difficulties and suffering. They will live 
in a house without electricity or running 
water and be exposed to tropical heat, 
dysentery and malaria-carrying mos
quitoes. Their work will cover a 150-
mile radius over dirt roads and trails . 
They know what they are facing and are 
going with great joy. 

A few weeks ago they had an offer of 
twice the salary that they would receive 
with the Amazon Mission , a well
furnished house and a new car for their 
use for work in an urban setting. 
Without hesitation , they remained 
faithful to their first calling. 

Thank God that, in this success
oriented age, there are sti 11 those who 
turn their backs on tempting offers to 
face the cross with its self-denial and 
suffering . 

Our prayers go with Pablo and 
Claudete in this new venture of faith . 

The Santee famil y 

Derrel and Dorothy Santee and family 
are United Methodist missionaries in Caixa 
Postal, Brazil. 

the local church will function more 
autonomously than previously. This 
emergency measure was the wi 11 of the 
majority and probably saved the church 
from disintegration ; however, it is 
hoped that the Methodist Church in 
Taiwan will gain in -strength, wisdom, 
and a spirit of charity . 

The theological college is preparing 
for its coming academic year, beginning 
with the orientation program for the 
incoming class of 35 students . Despite 
an unprecedented economic boom in 
Taiwan , problems grow at an even 
greater rate, and the need for the Gospel 
is more apparent than ever. Due to 
division in the Presbyterian Church over 
social issues, which came to a climax 
with last spring' s General Assembly, the 
local giving to the college has gone 
down, thus leaving us with a serious 
financial problem. We would be grate
fu I for your prayers, both for the college, 
that it may be able to carry on its mission 
to the people of Taiwan, and for the 
Methodist Church , that it may be true to 
the vision that it had once received. 

Ted and Betty Cole 

The Coles are United Methodist mission
aries serving at Tainan Theological College, 
Tainan, Taiwan. 

~ 

• 
in! 
\Yi 

Ac 
gr• 
1111 

pli 
Pr 

~ 
rej 
Pl 
at 

ca 
irr 
or 
in 
o~ 

~i 
01 

ki 
01 
d1 
m 
I 

fo 
ti1 

a 
to 

ir 

ir 
f 



LETTERS 
ANOTHER VIEW ON "OLYMPIC PRISON" 

The decision to construct a correctional 
institution in the northeastern United States 
was made by Congress and the Federal 
Administration before Lake Placid was 
granted the Olympic bid . In the past several 
months, protest has been raised against this 
plan (see " Olympic Prison-A Matter of 
Pride?" in the October issue of New World 
Outlook). These protests have come from 
different quarters, several of them chu rch 
related . At this time, we, the clergy of Lake 
Placid and Saranac Lake, wish to disassoci
ate ourselves from this opposition . 

Prisons, even modern sophisticated ones 
such as this one, are not something a society 
can be proud of. Unfortunately there are 
immoral humans whose danger to the 
ordinary citizens ofour society requires their 
incarceration . While society searches for 
optional ways of reforming its lawbreakers , 
it cannot neglect one of the larger problems 
of our existing penal system; namely, the 
overcrowding in our prisons. 

Prison opposition rhetoric has not been 
kind to our area. Our remoteness is being 
overstressed . We are in New York State, not 
deepest Siberia . If all things must be 
measured by distance from New York City, 
we are closer than existing federal facilities 
for young convicted felons. At the present 
time, there are no facilities for confinement 
in the whole northeastern United States. 

A much worse characterization being 
given in the opposition rhetoric to the Ray 
Brook, New York facility is that our people 
are ignorant and prejudiced whites who are 
to be placed as the herdsmen of the 
minorities constituting the prison popula
tion. There is nothing whatsoever to indicate 
that people in this area would discriminate 
against minorities. Secondly, 38 percent of 
the population of such federa l prisons are 
from minority communities. This is certain ly 
a much higher minority population than 
lives in our area, but this factor is not of 
crucial importance, for it is the policy of the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons to bring in staff 
people, many from minority backgrounds, 
who can take major responsibility in work
ing with this two-fifths minority inmate 
population . 

We are not ashamed to endorse the one 
positive value of a federal youth correctional 
institution in our area; namely, steady jobs 
for a fair number of our people. There is a 
real need for work in this region of chronic 
high unemployment. 

After the splendor and fantasy of the 
Olympic Games, it does seem like an 

extreme measure to turn an Olympic facility 
into a prison. How unfortunate it is that the 
harsh real ities of human evil can so require 
such preparations that at best only tarnish 
Olympic ideals. Let us hope that we may one 
day declare the Scriptural jubilee for the 
freedom of prisoners and all humans every
where. But in the meantime, let us also 
accept the realities of life. 

Revs . Philip T. Allen , Harold Clark, 
Herman Cole, Roland Gonyo, William G. 
Hayes, Eric King, Robert Lamite, C. John 
McAvoy, Ken Prickett, William Saxton 
and James Sorley and Rabbi Dr. Selig S. 
Auerbach 
Lake Placid , New York 

TIME TO STUDY CHINA 
As missions commission chairperson for 

our small church I've been very conscious of 
the China study theme . I've also been aware 
I didn't want to study China. Lately I've 
started to wonder why. 

Back in the forties, when I was a teenager, 
when Japan was the enemy and Ch ina the 
friend, that's when we studied about China. 
We read novels and short stories and even 
articles about China then . In church school 
we learned about that great Christian, Sun 
Vat Sen, and his daughter, Madam Chiang 

Kai Shek. We were told she was a good 
Methodist, trained in America. Even the 
Generalissimo was a Christian . Ch ina was in 
good hands. 

That was almost thirty yea rs ago. What 
happened in China meanwhile? Chiang Kai 
Shek moved to Formosa, the communists 
took over the mainland . I became very 
confused . What was best for the people of 
China? What was God's will for this ancient 
civilization? When I couldn't find satisfying 
answers I put China away in a back closet of 
my mind and locked the door. 

Now China is in the news again , and we 
are being asked to study this land of diverse 
peoples and cultures, to catch up on what 
happened during the dead years. To try to 
understand the puzzle, to know what's 
happening in our world today, that is our 
responsibility as Christians. So I guess its 
time I dragged out the key to unlock that 
closet in my mind . It's time I said , " Yes, let' s 
study China." 

Li la Fraizer 
Orangevale, Ca. 

CORRECTION 
The reference to Mary as an " unwed" 

mother in the December editorials (" lncar
natus Est") was a mistake. We regret the 
error. 

The Mass Communications Fund helps produce Connection . 

• Through CONNECTION, your new United Methodist Weekly radio series with its 
music , human interest and witness for Christ 

• Through helping to improve local church newsletters 
• Through Speclal Services in research and features to witness to the world 
• Through television spots for children which encourage Christian social values 

Mass Communications Fund 

Your gifts are needed for MasCom. 
For a Fact Sheet, write United 
Methodist Communications, 1200 
Davis St., Evanston, Ill. 60201 . 
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CLOSED STEEL Mill OFFERED 
TO YOUNGSTOWN COALITION 

A religious coalition in Youngstown, Ohio 
has received an offer to purchase a closed 
steel mill in Campbell , Ohio, for $16 
million . 

The offer to sell came in a letter from 
Gordon Hall , president of the Western 
Division of Jones and Laughlin Steel Corp. , 
in Cleveland . 

The letter also informed the Ecumenical 
Coalition of the Mahoning Valley that for an 
additional $7 mi Ilion it could purchase other 
steel-producing facilities that would be 
closed in the future by the company. 

The coalition of about 250 religious 
leaders in the Youngstown area has been 
attempting to reopen the Campbel I Works of 
the Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co. , which 
was closed 14 months ago with the loss of 
about 4,000 jobs. 

Jones and Laughlin is a subsidiary of the 
LTV Corp. of Dallas and the closed Camp
bel I Works is a subsidiary of the Lykes Corp. 
of New Orleans. The U.S. Department of 
Justice, acting against the recommendation 
of its anti-trust division, has approved a 
merger of LTV and Lykes that is expected to 
take place next month. The coalition and 
several pol itical leaders have opposed the 
merger. 

A spokesman for Jones and Laughl in in 
Pittsburgh said the offer to sel I the plants 
includes facilities in Campbell and Struthers, 
both Youngstown suburbs. He said it in
cludes bui ldings, land and many blast 
furnaces and hearths. The company also 
said that, as part of the agreement, it would 
reserve the right to repurchase the property if 
it were not used by the coa lition to produce 
steel. 

The letter, hand delivered to Father 

• Large 10 Inch gold
bordered plates. 

• Orders filled for 25 or 
more plates. 

• We also make ce
ramic tile, church note 
paper, Church bulle
tins, Post Cards and 
Christmas Cards. 

For sample and Illustrated literature write: 

PRESTON-HOPKINSON CO. 
Dept. NW, Appomattox, Virginia 24522 

Edward A. Stanton in Youngstown, said the 
stated purchase price was the appraised 
value of the plants if they were to be sold at 
auction, plus the value of the land . 

Father Stanton, a Catholic priest who is 
executive director of the ecumenical coali
tion , called the offer "i nteresting" but 
declined to say if he thought the price was 
too high . The coalition previously had 
discussed a price of $15 mi ll ion for purchase 
of the closed Campbell Works . 

The coal it ion' s six-man executive com
mittee will meet within two weeks to discuss 
the purchase, Father Stanton said . 

He also indicated that the coalition would 
seek the advice of its own steel production 
experts to determine if the offer to sell 
includes most of the equipment needed to 
begin production. 

The coalition has sought a federal grant of 
$15 mi Il ion from the Department of Housing 
and Urban Deve lopment to purchase the 
plant, plus $300 million in guaranteed 
federal loans to begin operations. 

Last month, the Carter Administration 
gave the coalition a $93 ,000 grant to 
continue study of whether it is feasible for 
the coalition to reopen the plant and 
whether the steel could be marketed profit
ably. 

The coalition sought the $300 mill ion 
from the government in a meeting with 
White House officials held in late Sep
tember . 

Father Stanton also said that Gov. James 
A. Rhodes of Oh io had promised to intro
duce a bill in the state legislature to grant the 
coalition $10 million. 

The priest said that by combining HUD 
and state funds, the coalition could raise 
enough money to purchase the mill . 

The coalition had charged that the Camp
bell Works was closed without any advance 
warning to the Youngstown area or to the 
workers . 

The religious group called the closing 
irresponsible and charged that moral and 
ethical issues were raised by Lykes Corp. 
officials because they displayed little con
cern for the workers' welfare and the rioolP 
economic effect on the community . 

It is estimated that about 1,200 .workers 
are stil l unemployed. About 1,000 have 
retired , some earlier than they expected . 
Another 1,000 have secured other jobs, 
often earning less money than before. And 
about 1,000 have moved away from the 
Mahoning Valley . 

(Religious New Service) 
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CHINA IGNORES HUMAN RIGHTS, 
SAYS AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 

Amnesty International (Al ), the London
based organization that champions the 
cause of " prisoners of conscience" around 
the world , has issued a major report highly 
critical of the human rights situation in the 
People's Republic of China. 

The 176-page report, " Political Imprison
ment in the People's Republic of China," 
outlines the Communist nation's constitu
tional , legal , and penal systems under which 
suspected political prisoners are detained, 
interrogated , tried , and punished "without 
access to fair trials and without safeguards 
against maltreatment during detention ." 

The Al report expresses grave concern 
over " the existence of legis lation providing 
for political imprisonment," " arrests on 
political grounds," " the practice of detain
ing political prisoners for long periods before 
trial ," and " the lack of formal guarantees of 
(prisoners') right to defense." 

The report also scores what it calls " the 
imposition of certain punishments on polit i
cal offenders without judicial investiga
tion ." 

"Apart from 'formal ' penalties," says Al , " 
ranging from a term of imprisonment to the 
death penalty, there are also ' informal ' or 
'administrative' sanctions which do not 
require judicial investigation or other legal 
process. 

" The offenders affected by these 
'non-criminal ' sanctions are not brought 
before a court of justice, but they are 
ass igned , as convicted prisoners are, to 
compulsory labor under special control 
either in society or in penal establishments ." 

Al charges that there are " some aspects of 
detention which fall below the national 
standards prescribed by Chinese law for the 
maintenance of prisoners, and do not 
conform to the United Nations Standard 
Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prison
ers." 

It says that some political prisoners are 
" retained" or placed " against their wi ll" to 
work in penal establishments at the end of 
their term of imprisonment. 

Reaffirming its commitment to " prisoners 
of conscience," Al said it welcomed a recent 
government announcement that efforts " are 
being made in the People's Republic of 
China to redress miscarriages of justice 
committed in the past. " 

" However," said Al , " the legislation 
provid ing for political imprisonment is st i ll 
in force and arrests on political grounds are 
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continuing." 
The Nobel Peace Prize-winning organiza

tion said it would welcome any steps by the 
Chinese government " to review the laws 
and procedures affecting the detention and 
treatment of political offenders, " and urged 
repeal of " al I provisions prescribing punish
ment for nonviolent expression of beliefs." 

(RNS) 

NICARAGUA: SPECIAL REPORT 
" We must repeat with great anguish : 

human life isn' t worth a penny in Nicara
gua." 

With these words the Archbishop of 
Managua, Monsignor Miguel Obando y 
Bravo, spoke out once again against the 
indiscriminate violence perpetrated by Gen
eral Somoza and his National Guard against 
the people of Nicaragua, and the underlying 
injustice from which it springs. " Simply 
put," he continued, " peace cannot exist 
without justice, nor can ca lm and tranquility 
be reclaimed by the people when they are 
violated every day by actions which crush 
and annul the very concept and practice of 
justice." 

Such statements are evidence that impor
tant segments of the Christian community in 
Nicaragua, including the hierarchy of the 
dominant Roman Catholic Church , take 
seriously interpreting the Gospel in light of 
the .signs of the times. As the Episcopal 
Conference proclaimed in its Christmas 
message of 1977: " These signs are the facts, 
the events, the activities which characterize 
an age, through which we discover God's 
invitation to act. " 

The Conference went on to specify the 
signs that it recognizes in present day 
Nicaragua: " the state of terror implanted in 
vast regions of the country ; the inhuman 
methods of interrogation, the disrespect for 
life; the accumulation of wealth in the hands 
of a few; the lack of sanctions for many 
crimes and misdemeanors; the interference 
in religious life, which has reached the level 
of both open and/or subtle persecution of 
Catholic ministers and lay leaders." 

When the Bishops published their Christ
mas message, little did they realize how 
clea rl y their words would correspond to the 
events of the incoming year. The holiday 
spirit was quickly broken by the assassina
tion of Dr. Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, editor 
of Nicaragua's leading newspaper and a 
well-known opposition figure . Public indig
nation erupted into a general strike, which 
paralyzed the country for nearly a month . 
The people were demanding not only justice 
in the assassination probe but also an end to 
44 years of corruption, exploitation, and 
repression at the hands of the Somoza 
dictatorship. 

Somoza and his National Guard crushed 
the strike with a new wave of violence and 
heightened repression , closing the door on 
one of the few peaceful options left to the 
Nicaraguan people. As a result , the opposi
tion grew more un ited and the conviction 
that " Somoza has to go" spread through 
every sector of the population . 

homes, marketplaces, and businesses . Gen. Somoza's response was a promise to 
use all the force necessary to retain his 
power. The month of September which 
followed has gone down in history as one of 
unimaginable barbarity. 

Conservative estimates indicate that as 
many as 7,000 people were killed , many of 
them young boys . More than 20,000 Nicara
guans were wounded , while thousands of 
others suffered the destruction of their 
families , homes, and livelihoods . More than 
60,000 have sought refuge in other Central 
American countries . The National Guard 
implemented a policy of arbitrary arrest and 
torture, and martial law was decreed along 
with the imposition of a curfew, censorship 
of the press and radio, and suspension of all 
civil liberties . Entire cities such as Esteli , 
Masaya, Leon , and Chinaridega were gutted 
by ·aerial bombings which targeted civilian 

For its outspoken stance, the Church, too, 
has increasingly become a target for repres
sion and violence. Its sanctuaries have been 
bombed , churches broken into, cha pel s 
converted into prisons, priests arrested and 
deported, and parishioners massacred . 

The pain is sharp, but the Church will 
continue to struggle. Significantly, the Nica
raguan Church recognizes that the strength 
of its political commitment is only possible 
because it is founded in the Good News 
which gives it spiritual direction. 

Priests have taken up arms to combat 
Somoza, and the Bishops have called for his 
resignation , but the dictator has heard 
neither bullets nor pronouncements. 

We North American Christians must 
recogn ize our country' s deep involvement 
in the Nicaraguan crisis as did the Board of 

Help prevent the quiet disasters. 
Give on February 11, 1979. 

The United Methodist Church has a 
powerful response to the suffering and 
hurt created by our complex society. 
You demonstrate that you care when 
you give on Human Relations Day. Your 
gifts prove you care through: 

e In-Service Training program tor 

• 
Ethnic. Minorities-for both clergy 
and laity . 

i Community Developers who help 
relate local churches and com· 
munity needs 

i 
t 

Voluntary Service personnel who 
work with community groups on 
behalf of the church 

Police-Community Relations, help
ing build better understanding 
and reducing tensions in con
flict situations 

human 
relations mm day 

Order Human Relations Day 
materials tod1y from: 
United Methodist 
Communications 
1200 Davis St. 
Evanston, IL 80201 
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Global M inistrie in the resolution it recently 
passed on icaragua . " The government of 
the Un ited tates of America has actively 
supported the dictatorship of the Somoza 
fam il ince e en before its installation in 
1934, with a series of direct military 
intervention culminating in the presence of 
U.S. Marines from 1927-33 , the provision of 
mili ta ry armaments, equipment, training 
and advisors, and continuing economic 
assistance in the form of grants, loans, and 
investment guarantees ... " 

el udes the priests Fernando Cardenal and 
Miguel D'Escoto. 

As thi s is written , the cha nce of any 
negotiated settlement looks dim and civ il 
war may break out agai n at any time. The 
words of Archbishop O bando y Bravo in a 
document signed by the Counci l of Priests 
on October 21 are just: " Any so lution that 
ignores the people's wi ll , with pacts and 
compromises that perpetuate the status quo 
behind their backs, could lead to another 
armed confrontation. " 

But we must not be discouraged . As Father 
Ernesto Cardenal hel ps us to remember, "i t 
is David w ho defeats Gol iath ." 

Continued United States' involvement in 
icaragua was charged in October when the 

" Group of Twelve" abandoned the Organi
zation of American States-sponsored nego
tiat ions. This representat ive group of the 

icaraguan middle-class opposition in-

[The authors of this report are church 
workers in Central America, w ho do not 
wish to be identified.] 

-,~ 
~ 

The February issue will carry features on the Method ist Hospital of Indiana, Haitian 
refugees in Miami , the Jersey City United Methodist social service agency, the demise of 
a national urban industrial mission network, church-related health centers, church 
arch itecture, Protestant efforts toward church unity in Latin America and a deaconess 
working to prevent child abuse in this country . 

Minist~ 
--. amidst 

conflict 

Conflict in the Middle East hos left o great number of children fatherless. With· 
out compensation or other income. mothers most often ore unable to support 
their families. 
UMCO~. working through the Society of ln 'o sh El-Usro is m inistering to many 

of these children. UMCO~ Child Support funds help p rovide core for these boys 
and girls in their own homes, instead of separating them from thei r famil ies 
in on institution. 

More than 500 children ore awaiting sponsorship by the Society. The overoge 
annual support cost for on elementary school child is $500. Your gift con help 

UMCOR continue its ministry of love and concern. 

--------------~ #627 3 7 2- 3 1 
Help UMCOR minister amidst conflict I 

ADll4NCE I 
Cl ip th is coupon STREET ADDRESS I 

and mail with 
your check to : CITY STATE ZIP I 

UMCOR 

r 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I Room 1439 CHURCH ANNUAL CONFERENCE I 

475 R1vers1de Drive 

L
New York N y 10027 The United M e1hod1s1 Child Support Prog ram is a part of the world wide m1n 1s1ry of :.J 

· · · The Board of Global Mm1s1ries. all w1lh child care 1ns111 u11ons approved as Advance Specia ls ------------------42 [42] New World Out look • January 1979 

Rise Up 
and Walk 
An Autobiography 
Abel T Muzorewa 

How does Christianity endure 
amidst the awakening struggles of 
Africa 's third world nations? 
Bishop Abel Muzorewa, head of 
the African National Council, 
believes it has a strong place in 
the future of Africa. Beginning 
with his boyhood in Rhodesia , 
Bishop Muzorewa recounts the 
events which made him a 
powerful spiritual and political 
leader in Africa today. Rise Up 
and Walk presents a rare 
opportunity to look inside the 
heart and mind of a dedicated 
churchman, loyal opposition 
leader, and black nationalist 
statesman. Not since Gandhi has 
there been an individual who 
combines spiritual and political 
power so effectively. 
Illustrated $9.95 

the book publishing deportment ol 
the united methodist publishing house 
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When the Days of Wife Are O ver, 

Mar., f133) 

E 
East Germany 

Making Christianity Work in East 
Germany, Dec. , fS13) 

Ecumenical and lnterreligious Con
cerns 

The African Israel Church Nine
veh, June, f268) 

Barefoot Biblical Scholars, Jan. , 
fl 2) 

Christians and Muslims in the U.S. 
Exploring New Relationships , 
Jan. , [16) 

Corrymeela-A Wedge for Peace in 
Northern Ireland, Sept., f363) 

The Crucial Moral Issue for Our 
Times, Sept., [36 1 J 

Ecumenical Worship : What Do We 
Say To The Father?, Jan., f8) 

In Mission Together, Jan. , f19] 
Interfaith Council: Model for Man y 

Cities, Nov. , f462] 
lnterreligious Dialogue-One Ap

proach, Nov. , f46S) 
Profile: Keith Bridston of the WCC, 

July-Aug., f323) 
Theological Education in Africa-for 

What? , Feb., f72) 
What U.S. Protestants Need from 

Latin American Catholics , Sept. , 
f3S7) 

WSCF-Betting on People, July
Aug., [3 17) 

Editorials 
Baptized Into His Death , Mar., 

f103) 
Christians and Politicians, Sept. , 

[343) 
The Churches and Energy, Dec., 

f487) 
Covenant Living, June, f247] 
A Flippant Footnote to the Above, 

July-Aug., f29S) 
Forgotten Cambodia , Feb. , [SS) 
The " Frighten ing Specter" , Nov., 

f439) 
Gambling on the Taxpayers, Ju ly

Aug. , [29S) 

" I Have a Dream" . ... But No 
Job, Feb., [SS ) 

lncarnatus Est, Dec., f487 ] 
Iran-What Is Progress ?, Oct. , [391 ) 
A Job Well Done, May, [199) 
John Paul II , Dec. , [487) 
Pope Paul VI , Sept. , f343] 
A Promising Trend , Nov., f439) 
A Return to the Past , Ju ly-Aug. , 

f29S) 
The Rhodesia Settlement, May, 

f199) 
The Settlements Issue, Mar., f103) 
Sexism and the Bible, Jan ., f7) 
Sinners and Celebrities, Jan. , f7 ) 
Some Thoughts After Camp David , 

Nov., f439) 
" Terror on Every Side", June, [247) 
To Free the Captives, June, [247] 
The WCC Grants , Oct. , [391) 

Energy 
Debating Nuclear Power in New 

England, Oct. , f392) 
Facing a Mining Boom in Wyo

ming, Oct. , [397) 
Ethnic Minorities 

The Almost Perfect Ethnic, Jan ., 
f34) 

Among Navajos-A Symbol of Ex
cellence 

Black Persons in Mission-Two Per
sona/ Accounts, Mar., (132] 

Black Persons in the United Meth
odist Church, Mar., [129) 

The Chinese Americans, Oct. , 
(4 18) 

The Church and Hispanic Ameri
cans/La Iglesia y Los Hispanicos, 
Feb., (79] 

For Mohawks, A Symbol of Hope, 
June, [2S7) 

Getting to Know the Crow, Dec., 
[S03) 

Head for the Dollar, Nov., f4S3) 
A Matter of Survival, Nov., f4SSJ 
Native Americans-Has the Church 

Stopped Being a Colonizer?, 
Jan., fl 27) 

Some Hispanics in the Rio Grande 
Conference, Jan., f3S) 

What Does Chinatown Have to Do 
With Chinatown?, Oct. , f416) 

" Wipe the Blood Off the Treaties" 
Indians of the Americas Voice 
Their Grievances, Jan., f2 1] 

Ha iti 
H 

Haiti Volunteers in Mission, June, 
f282] 

Haitian Methodism: Faithful to the 
Whole Gospel, Sept. , f344] 

Handicapped Adults 
Special Needs-Special Gifts, Mar. , 

[114) 
Turning a Dea( Ear to Advantage, 

Dec., f496] 
We Learned to Welcome the Re

tarded, May, f22SJ 
Health Care 

An Agreement with the Aging, 
June, f279) 

Community Medicine Promises 
Relief, July-Aug., f302) 

A Covenant Until Death , June, 
(260) 

Volunteers Work with the Dying, 
June, f264J 

Hunger 
Can China Feed Its People?, Mar., 

(11 7) 

Heaven on Wheels, Sept. , f368] 
Hunger and Rural Po vert y- A 

Church Response, Mar., [128] 
Learning the Complexities of Hun

ger, Nov., [4S9] 
Soup Kitchens in Chile 's Churches, 

Sept. , [366) 
Why People Are Still Hungry in 

Asia, Mar., (124] 
Youth-in-Asia , Mar., fl 27] 

Ind ia 
Making Village Life Better in India, 

Oct. , (401 1 
Praying Through India , May, [208) 

Indonesia 
Making an Impact in Indonesia , 

Sept. , f3S2J 
Indochina 

And Still They Come, Nov., [468] 
A Melting Pot for the Indochinese

An Illusion?, Feb., (60] 

K 
Korea 

Galilee Toda y in Korea , June, 
f274] 

l 
Latin America 

Central America 
" Make a Joyful Noise Unto the 
Lord," July-Aug. , (304] 

Chile 
Soup Kitchen s in Chile 's 
Churches, Sept. , [366] 

Mexico 

Lent 

Head for the Dollar, Nov., [4S3J 
A Matter of Survival, Nov., [4SS] 
What U.S. Protestants Need from 
Latin American Catholics, Sept. , 
[3S7] 

How Shall We Sing the Lord's 
Song ? A Lenten Meditation , 
Feb., [S7] 

To Prepare a Resurrection, Feb., 
[S6] 

Letters from Overseas, Jan. , (36]; 
Feb., f86]; May, f230]; July
Aug., (327]; Sept. , (371]; Nov., 
[471]; Dec., fSlSJ 

M 
Media 

Christian Media in Africa, May, 
f200] 

Mexico 
Head for the Dollar, Nov., [4S3] 
A Matter of Survival, Nov., [4SS] 

Multinational Corporations 
The Crucial Moral Issue for Our 

Times, Sept., f361] 
The Tug of War at J.P. Stevens, 

Ju ly-Aug. , f296] 

N 
New Directions in National Mission 

Helping the Aging Remain Inde
pendent, May, (219] 

Working Women, July-Aug., [319] 
New Hebrides 

Burnt Cookies as Gospel Leaven, 
May, (204) 

Northern Ireland 
Corrymeela-A Wedge for Peace in 

Northern Ireland, Sept. , [363] 
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p 
Panama 

" Make a Joyful Noise Unto the 
Lord", July-Aug., (304] 

Persons in Mission 
Black Persons in Mission-Two Per

sonal Accounts, Mar., [132] 
Burnt Cookies as Gospel Leaven, 

May, (204] 
Committee on Personnel in Mis

sion, April , [1 S7J 
Deaconesses-Sharing Needs With 

Others, Sept. , [349] 
Haiti Volunteers in Mission, June, 

{2B2/ 
A Heart of Wisdom, Nov., (466] 
Heaven on Wheels , Sept. , [368] 

Letters from Overseas , Liberia , 
Zaire, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, 
Jan. [36] ; Philippines, India, 
Uruguay, Feb. , (86] ; Algeria, 
Zaire , Zambia , May, (230] ; 
Papua New Gu inea , Korea , 
July-Aug. , (327]; Japan, Nepal , 

Sept. , (37 1] ; India , Niger ia , 
Nov ., [4 71] ; Japan , Korea , 
Dec. , [S 1 S] 

Missionary Unusual, July-Aug ., 
[32S] 

The Mission of Cod, Nov., [448] 
Tales of an lt inerating Miss ionary, 

Mar., (1361 
Trends in Missionary Personnel, 

April , [1S4] 
To Live Among the Poor, June, 

[2S3] 
WSCF-Betting on People, Jul y

Aug., (317] 
Phili ppines 

A Pioneering Community Center in 
the Phj/ippines, Dec., [SOOJ 

Puerto Rico 
Puerto Rico-A Question of Status, 

May, [213] 

R 
Refugees 

And Still They Come, Nov., [468] 

MISSIONS-more than words-
The global perspectives of Christian mis
sion are presented with clarity and convic
tion. Articles, news, editorials, letters from 
overseas, book and film reviews, all help to 
interpret the present mission in the world 
and the world in mission. 
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African Refugees in the Midst of 
Turmoil, Jan., (31] 

A Melting Pot for the Indochinese
An Illusion?, Feb., (60] 

s 
South Africa 

Johannesburg's Runawa ys, Mar., 
(104] 

Students 
Among Nava;os-A Symbol of Ex

cellence, Nov., [44SJ 
Barefoot Biblical Scho lars, Jan ., 

(12] 
Christian College Helps With More 

Effective Aid, May, (2 12] 
Making an Impact in Indonesia , 

Sept., [3S2J 
Paine Makes the Grade, May, 

(227] 
WSCF-Betting on People, July

Aug., (3 17] 
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u 
Undocumented Al iens 
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A Matter of Survival, Nov ., [45SJ 

w 
Women 

The Almost Perfect Ethnic, Feb. , 
(82] 

Deaconesses-Sharing Needs With 
Others, Sept. , (349] 

A Heart of Wisdom, Nov., (466] 
Missionary Unusual, Jul y-Aug., 

[32S] 
When the Da ys of Wife Are Over, 

Mar., [133] 
Working Women, July-Aug. , (3 19] 

Work Camps 
Getting to Know the Crow, Dec. , 

[S03] 
Youth Work Camps are Booming, 

Dec., [S07J 

Eleven issues only $4.00 
D One year svbscription to New World Outlook 
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BASIC RESOURCES ON CONTEMPORARY CHINA 

CHINA: SEARCH FOR COMMUNHY, by Raymond L. Whitehead and 
Rhea M. Whitehead. The authors give an historical perspective and review of 
what has happened in the past half century. The book faces the fact of loss 
of individual freedom but reports that certain basic human needs for food, 
shelter, clothing, medical care and employment are met more fully than in 
many Western lands. Why? The authors point to ·an affirmation of human 
values and a deep search for community. The book enables us to see our own 
society more clearly in its strengths and weaknesses. $2. 75 

SEARCHING FOR THE REAL CHINA: A GUIDE FOR CHRISTIANS, by 
David Ng. Provocative ideas, group procedures and session plans for youth 
and/or adult groups; designed to help users grow in their understanding of 
their values and make best use of available resources on China. $2.25 

THROUGH THE MOONGATE, by Leonard and Carolyn Wolcott. For late 
elementary boys and girls, this anthology tells of the China that was, and the 
China that is today through stories, drawings, poems and music. $4.00 

PANDAS IN THE PARK, by Audrey Mc Kim. For early elementary boys and 
girls, this is an updated version of the earlier book-a picture visit with 
children in the People's Republic of China. $1. 75 

THE GUIDE ON "CONTEMPORARY CHINA" FOR TEACHERS OF 
CHILDREN, by M. Agnes Peebles and Leonard and Carolyn Wolcott. This is 
a dual guide for Through the Moongate and Pandas in the Park, offering 
teachers background information and creative ideas. $3.50 

CHINA LOOK: IDEALS OF LIFE IN POSTER ART. A set of six full-color 
art prints imported from the People's Republic of China picturing Chinese 
life . Useful for stimulating interest in the study and for discussion of Chinese 
and Western Values. $6.95 

---1 MAP 'n' FACTS: CHINA. A three-color 25 x 35 inch map showing China and 
its relationship to surrounding nations, complete with sketches on the map 
and basic information on China including population, ethnic groups, industry 
and agriculture . $1 .95 

AUDIOVISUALS 

CHINA TAKE THREE. A color filmstrip with 
cassette and guidance, giving impressions of China 
by recent visitors from a variety of backgrounds. 

ONCE UPON A HORSE. Art filmstrip with revised 
script and cassette tape. Chinese folk tales are 
featured, and the cassette also includes songs 
from old and new China. Kit, $12.95. (Those who 
already have the filmstrip Once Upon A Horse may 
purchase cassette and guidance material for $6.00) 

$12. 

CHINA SLIDE SET. 20 color slides including art 
title slide, showing contemporary China. Reading 
script is included. $6.00 

All materials listed may be ordered from Service Center, 7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237. 
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A CALL FOR ENTRIES SPONSORED BY THE BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

Share YOUR CONCEPT OF WHAT GOD'S CHURCH CAN DO 

YOUR PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT & YOUR DISTINCTIVE EXPRESSION OF FA ITH 

• receive 
Write, draw, photograph it creatively and 
the Board of Global Ministries will share 
th is as it communicates to the nation . 

- Express your understanding of mission, 
its meaning and scope - the witness of 
a person, the work of a congregation or 
program, your own vision or testi
mony ... 

- Participate in this talent search for new 
perceptions about mission . . . 

- Encourage others to communicate mis
sion and unity through creative 
expression ... 

A selection will be chosefl on the basis of 
a creative approach and the biblical 
understanding of what global or domestic 
mission means. 

--- - ----- - -- - -- -- - - - - ------ - - - -, 
To: MISSION MEANS ... 

Board of Global Ministries 
The United Methodi<t Church 
Room 1358 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York, N.Y . 10027 

Name . .... . ... .. . .. . . .. . . .. . . 

Address .. .... .. ... .. . . . . . . ... . 

Church . . . . ... . . . . . .. . . .. ... . . . . 

Address .... .. ..... ... .. . . . . . 

Annual Conference ... . .. .... . . . .... . 

[ ] Poster ( ] Story/Article [ ] Photography 

ATTACH TO ENTRY 
[ ] Under 16 [ ] Over 16 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

RECOGNITION AS A PUBLISHED AUTHOR, ARTIST, OR PHOTOGRAPHER 

A NATIONAL/GLOBAL AUDIENCE FOR YOUR CONCEPT 

A committee will select the best individual 

or group entries in the categories of 

(A) Poster (B) Story or A rticle (C) Photo

graphy. 

A selection of Poster and Photo categories 
will be on exhibit at the National Convo
cation on Christian Mission and the Fall 
1979 Board meeting, conferences and 
other events. A selection will be repro
duced in New World Outlook and response 
magazines. 

The standard rate for writers, photograph
ers and artists will be paid to those whose 
work is reproduced . 
Special recognition of those whose selec
ions are chosen, their Conferences and 

their churches will be given . 

Fi ll in the form and attach to your entry. 

SPECIF !CATIONS 

Every entry must be identified (name, 
address, church , conference, age category
under 16/over 16). Attach form . (Dupl icate 
for each entry .) 

POSTER The poster should include a slogan . 
Image size should be 20x28". All work 
should be mounted on poster or illustration 
board with a 3" border on top and sides and 
4 " on bottom . Finished size with border is 
26x35" if vertical and 27x34" if horizontal. 

Any medium, such as oil , watercolor, poster 
paint, casein or acrylic; photos, photostats, 
montage or collage alone or in combination 
with art, is acceptable. 

STORY ARTICLE Approx imately 1500 
words, typed double-spaced on 8Yzx 11" 
bond paper . 

PHOTOGRAPH 
black and white : 

minimum size-5x7" mounted on 8x10" 
illustrat ion board 

8x10" or larger, mounted 
up to 5 prints may be submitted (identify 

each) Do NOT send negatives (negatives 
may be requested on loan for selected 
photos) 

color : color slides only 
up to 5 slides may be submitted 
each should have name and address on 
mount 

RUL S 
I. o Board of Global Ministrie taff 

or directors are eligible. 
2. All entries must be postmarked no 

later than May 15. 1979. 
3. All material becomes the property of 

the Board of Global Ministrie . Publi
cation right exhibit use re erved . 

4. ny eligible person may enter any or 
all categories. 

5. All entries mu t be clearly marked 
with name, addre , age c:i tegory , 
loc:il church name, and annual 
conference. ntries by group (loc:il 
church , church chool cla , nited 
Methodi t Men, nited Methodi t 
Women , and annual conference ) are 
acceptable and should be learl 
identified a uch. 

6. Recogniti n will be given at the 
ational onvocation on hristian 

Mi ion in each ca tegory (under 16/ 
over 16) and recipient n tificd. L 


