


11110 
New Series Vol. XXXIX No. 2 • Whole Series Vol. LXVlll No. 9 • October 1.978 

3 
7 
8 
8 

13 
17 
20 
21 
24 
28 
32 
34 
37 
39 
41 
42 
43 

Mission Memo 
Editorials 
The Church and Energy Issues 

Debating Nuclear Power in New England 
Facing a Mining Boom in Wyoming 

Making Village Life Better in India 
Contemporary China-A Special Section 

Charles E. Brewster 
Elaine Magalis 
Helen Kromer 

Why Study China? Theresa Chu and Ewing W. Carroll, Jr. 
China's "New Period" Richard Sorich 
It's the Long Pull That Counts M. Searle Bates 
What Does China Have to Do With Chinatown? Norman Fong 
The Chinese Americans Samuel Wong 
The Odyssey of a Chinese American Ellen Clark 

Olympic Prison-A Matter of Pride? Connie Myer 
Books 
Letters 
The Moving Finger Writes 

COVER 
Artist Painting Statue of Chairman Hua Kuo-Feng and Children, 

Ceramic Factory, China 
Mark Sheldon, from BOGM 

Editor, Arthur J. Moore; Managing Editor, Charles E. Brewster 
Associate Editor, Ellen Clark; Ari Director, Roger C. Sadler 

Administrative Assistant, Florence J. Mitchell 

475 Riverside Drive, New York, New York 10027 
Published Monthly (bimonthly, July-August) by the Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist 
Church, Education and Cultivation Division, in association with the United Presbyterian Church, USA. 

Second-class Mail Privileges Authorized at New York, N.Y. Additional Entry at Nashville, Tennessee. 
Copyright 1978 by Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church. No part of New World 
Outlook may be reproduced in any form without written permission from Editors. Printed in U.S.A. 

Subscriptions in the United States and Possessions, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Mexico, Peru, Uruguay: One year $4.00 (combination with response, $7.00). Single copies SO cents. 
Canada: one year $4.25 (combination $8.00). All other foreign countries: One year $5.00 (combination 
$9.00). 

Report any change of address directly to New World Outlook rather than to the Post Office. With your 
new address be sure to send also the old address, enclosing if possible an address label from a recent copy. 
A request for change of address must reach us at least thirty days before the date of issue with which it is to 
take effect. 

New World Outlook editorials and unsigned articles reflect the views of the editors and signed articles the 
views of the authors only. 

PHOTO CREDITS 
Pp. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 Charles E. Brewster, BOGM ; Pp. 13, 14, 15, 16, 34, (left), 35 John C. Goodwin , 
BOGM ; Pp. 17, 19 Helen Kromer , BOGM ; P. 18 (top) Ami Chand and Sons; P. 18 (bottom) State 
Photo Service Secunderabad ; P. 20 Chine, Shanghai ; Pp. 21, 23 (bottom and top right), 30 (top and 
bottom) , 37, 38 Peter Chen; Pp. 22, 24 Three Lions; P. 23 (top left) Press Association , Inc. ; P. 23 
(right , midsle) Religious News Service ; Pp. 25, 27 (bottom , left and right), 29 (bottom) Mark 
Sheldon, BOGM ; P. 26 Pictorial Parade ; P. 27 (top) J. H. Haines , BOGM ; P. 28 Eastern Publishers 
Service; P. 31 Richard Harrington , Three Lions ; P. 30 (middle) Annan photo features ; Pp. 32, 33 (top 
and bottom), Toge Fujihira ; P. 33 (middle) United Methodist Missions ; Pp. 34 (right), 36 Sam Wong 

Octot 

Nica1 
beCa 
is II 

~ 
requ 
i25, 
inat 

Batt 
C011111 

ciro 
"Try 
def e 
bee a 
pro~ 
afte 
alco 

Chu 
men 
iS I 

ass 
con 
empl 
ica 
con 
he 
Ind 
Ace 
att 
emp 
thr. 

Et~ ar 
an 
st 



MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

October, 1978 

Nicaragua. Some 25,000 to 30,000 persons have become displaced and destitute 
because of the Nicaraguan civil war, and CEPAD, the ecumenical relief agency there, 
is "up to its eyes in responding to the worsening situation, " reports Dr . J . Harry 
Haines, chief executive of the United Methodist Committee on Relief. CEPAD has 
requested 1,000 tons of food and blankets, medical supplies, housing materials and 
$25,000 in cash for emergency local needs. Church World Service, the interdenom
inational relief agency, dispatched supplies t o aid refugees in mid-September . 

Battle Against the Bottle. The Rev. John Shaffer , home missionary pa stor of 
community United Methodist Church in Nome, Alaska, became "a celebrity in some 
circles and anathema in others" -according to his wife, Barbara- when he led the 
"Try Dry" Committee's fight for a ban on liquor sales in Nome. The ban was 
defeated 692 to 295 in. a referendum August 22 but Shaffer felt hopeful anyway 
because of the attention focused on alcoholism . "Alcohol abuse is the number one 
problem in the State of Alaska and in Nome, 11 Shaffer says. He became concerned 
after a survey of his 102-family parish revealed 62 families suffering from 
alcohol abuse. 

Church and the Handicapped. American obsession with physical fitness, beauty, 
mental alertness and affluence is such t hat anyone who deviates from the "norm" 
is subject to suspicion, rejection, discrimination or avoidance . In giv i ng this 
assessment, the United Methodist Task Force on the Church and Handicapped Persons 
contrasts it with the biblical imperatives: "Who could question that a major 
emphasis of Jesus' ministry was concerned with encompassing compassion for hand
icapping conditions? Not only was he concerned that such persons be whole (a 
condition which had more to do with the heart than with physical healing) but 
he was equally concerned that they be included in the fellowship of the church . 
Indeed, their inclusion was the sign of the breaking in of the "Kingdom of God. " 
Accompanying the task force's new theological statement i s a plea for churches' 
attention to the need to remove physical barriers, eliminate attitudinal barriers, 
employ handicapped clergy and others, and assist the handicapped and their parents 
through counselling, transportation and aid to low-income families . 

Ethnic Minority Church. Strengthening the local church emerged as a key concern 
at the National Black Pastors Consultation in Evanston, Ill . , in early September , 
an event attended by nearly 200 black United Methodist pastors, bishops and age ncy 
staff members. Bishop Roy Nichols of the Pittsburgh Area told them the f i r st 
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commandment of church growth is a 11 perceptive and sensitive clergy. 11 Michigan 
Area Bishop Edsel Ammons appealed for ministry in the central cities, suggesting 
this would not be easy because of the "distant, cool and formal" image the UMC 
has among poor blacks . Bishop Charles Golden of the Los Angeles Area encouraged 
additional support for black colleges which, he said, were 11 the cause of us being 
here. 11 Among other resolutions, the consultation recommended more emphasis on 
stewardship, membership training and the church school. 

A survey of annual conferences of the UMC shows some conferences are re
setting program priorities to make as much as 20 percent of their operating 
budgets available for ethnic minority local church ministries, others as little 
as .1 percent. The 1976 General Conference urged each conference 11 when allocating 
its funds to make these (EMLC) ministries of the highest missional priority. 11 

Solar-Heated Hogans. Two log-and-adobe homes on the Navajo reservation have been 
equipped with low-cost solar heaters in a demonstration project of the Joint 
Strategy and Action Committee (JASAC), a consortium of national mission agencies. 
The heaters, one costing $150, the other $900, are designed to reduce dependency 
on scarce firewood and costly fuels during long winters on the largely poor re
servation. The Rev. John C. DeBoer, director of JSAC, and a New Jersey architect, 
Louis A. DiGeronimo, spen-:r-two weeks working alongside six young Navajo trainees 
who bulTt the sol.ar heaters, then constructed a couple solar-powered food dehy
drators. The idea for the project came when Joan Bordman, then chairperson of the 
JSAC Indian Ministries task force, learned of~ DeBoer's experience in building 
a solar water heater for his home and invited him to Fort Defiance, Arizona to 
tell Indian leaders how he did it. Deboer, a former aeronautical engineer, 
anticipates the each-oae-teach-one process will result in hundreds of solar heated 
dwellings in Native American tribes. 

Brazilian Bishops. The 12th General Conference of the Methodist Church of Brazil 
re-elected four bishops--Nelson Luis Campos Leite, Paulo Ayres Mattos, Sady Machado 
da Silva and Moacyr Louzada Machado. It also chose two new bishops--the Rev. 
Richard dos Santos Canfield, pastor of the Central Methodist Church in Londrina, 
and the Rev. Messias Andrino, pastor in Rio Claro. The new bishops replace Oswaldo 
Dias da Silva, who does not wish to continue in the episcopacy but will return to 
the parish ministry, and Wilbur K. Smith, who is retiring at age 65 and returning 
to the U.S. The Methodist Church-0-f Brazil has 60,000 full members ana a total 
constituency of 120,000 in more than 1 ,000 congregations. 

Christian Communication. The only North American elected an officer of the World 
Association for Christian Commun.ication (WACC) at the recent triennial meeting of 
its Central Committee in Vancouver, Canada, was Curtis A. Chani:Ers, general secretary 
of United Methodist Communications. He was named secretary of the international 
organization coordinating Christian communication at national and regional levels. 
Methodists elected to the Central Committee were Ezekiel Makunike, acting director 
of the African Literature Center at Kitwe, Zambia; Josie Runes of Papua New Guinea; 
~ Kim Hao of Singapore, general secretary of the Christian Conference of Asia; 
Pablo Lamoglie of Argentina, and William I.:_ Fore, assistant general secretary for 
communication, National Council of Churches in the U.S.A. A highlight of the 
meeting was a demonstration of satellite communication in which church leaders 
and others throughout the Pacific were engaged in conversation. A number of WACC 
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grants were made including $50,000 to Methopress, an agency of the Evangelical 
Methodist Church of Argentina, to update its plant, and $14,000 to La Verdad 
Methodist Church in Chile to run a radio station it has purchased from the Masons. 

Women's Issues . The Wanen's Division of the UM Board of Global Ministries and 
the Commission on the Status and Role of Women are co-s 'ponsoring three Regional 
Training Events for about 300 persons early next year. Bible study, discussion 
of women's concerns and honing of political skills will prepare participants for 
1979 annual conferences, the 1980 General Conference and the next quadrennium. 

Rhodesia . War-time conditions in Rhodesia have led the World Division of BOGM 
to set aside funds for missionaries wishing to take temporary leave or vacation 
in neighboring countries. Thirteen UM missionaries are currently at work there, 
four in rural stations and the rest in Sali.sbury. All stations remain open, with 
African personnel, even though activities have had to be curtailed in some of 
them .... A well-know journalist, Justin Nyoka, has disappeared after he was taken 
~way from his farm in late August. Workers on the farm were told that he would 
be returned in two days but no further word has been heard. 

Law of the Sea. Barbara Weaver, director of the UM Law of the Sea Project, has 
reported that the LJ..S. Senate is under heavy pressure from industry to pass 
legislation that would unilaterally aut~orize U.S. mining companies to proceed 
with deep seabed mining prior to the conclusion of an international treaty to 
regulate such activity. S.2053 is both 11 undesirable 11 because "our government 
has the responsibility to weigh the interests of both the U.S. and the world 
community in determining American foreign policy 11 and 11 unnecessary 11 because 
"U.S. negotiators in the U.N. talks will not accept, nor the Senate ratify, a 
Law of the Sea treaty which would not protect American interests in deep seabed 
mining, 11 she said. The UM International Affai r s Panel has recommended that the 
LOS Project be extended for another two years and its mandate broadened to 
include justice and hunger issues as these relate to the oceans. 

Deaths. Kate Cooper, 92, a UM missiona ry for over fifty years, died August 18 
in McDonough, Ga. Going to Korea in 1908, she did evangelistic work in cities, 
towns and villages and was one of the first women ordained by the Korean Methodist 
Church. During the Korean War, she worked with Koreans in Japan unti l her return 
to Korea ..... Iva Lou Matkin, a UM deaconess, died August 25 in Kerrville, Texas . 
Her last assignment prior to retirement was to work with the (then) Board of 
Missions handling pensions for retired workers. 

Speaking Tour. Six church people, five white and one black, affiliated with the 
conservative "Christian League of Southern Africa, 11 are on a speaking tour of the 
U.S. from mid-September to mid-October. Among them is a white South African 
Methodist minister, Rev. Fred R.E. Shaw, a founder of the Le'ague which "warns 
Christians against the infiltration~Marxism and the destruction of the Christ i an 
faith throughout the free world. 11 Listed as being among the local U.S. organ izers 
of the tour are two United Methodists, Dr. Charles Keysor of Wilmore, KY, edito r 
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Of Good News, and Dr. Paul Mickey of Du.rham, N.C., chairman of the Board of 
Directors of Good News. Among other listed organizers is Maj. Edgar~ Bundy 
of Wheaton, Ill., long-time head of the Church League of America and often cited 
as a leading figure of the "radical right. 11 

Pacific Homes. The National Council of Churches has received permission to file 
a "friend of the court" brief in a multi-million-$ class action suit against the 
UMC growing out of the bankruptcy of the Pacific Homes retirement network in 
Southern California, Arizona and Hawaii. The denomination was originally named 
as a defendant in a suit filed by residents of the Homes but was dismissed by a 
lower court judge; that dismissal is being appealed. The 'denomination has 
claimed that it is not a 11 jural entity" capable of suing or being sued and that 
to hold it responsible for the actions of a component part is an unconstitutional 
rewriting of church law. The NCC brief will be in support of that position and 
the "impact on the free exercise of religion by other denominations and the 
Christian Church as a whole" if the UMC is held capable of being sued. 

"Gift-Wrapped" Dynamite. The Interchurch Center at 475 Riverside Drive, New 
York City, was evacuated on Sept. 12 when a gift-wrapped package discovered in 
the building chapel by the organist, was found to contain three sticks of dynamite. 
The NY Police bomb squad was summoned and the package was removed without incident. 
No detonator was attached to the dynamite. The package was addressed to Dr. 
William~ Thompson, Stated Clerk of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA 
(and current president of The National Council of Churches), who was out of the 
city at the time. It is understood that the note with the box complained about 
charitable activities of the denomination. 

NCCCUSA. The National Council of Churches is going through a budget crunch which 
is affecting jobs and morale. Substantial cuts in staff and program have been 
made in at least one agency, the Division of Church and Society, which reduced 
its executive staff from 16 to 13 and its clerical staff from 14 to 9 and ter
minated two temporary professional employees. The move will save the division 
an estimated $216,000 next year, but may leave it with a 1978 deficit of about 
$200,000 to be paid over the next four years. Much of the work will be taken up 
by other staff executives as much as possible. Lucius Walker, Jr., head of the 
division, attributed the drop in giving primarily to financial problems within 
denominations that have been passed on to .the division .... In another NCC 
development, the Council announced that it is closing its checking account with 
Continental Illinois National Bank and Trust Company of Chicago because of the 
bank's refusal to adopt a policy prohibiting loans to South Africa. Funds 
being withdrawn total approximately $40,000. In 1977 the NCC Governing Board 
said the council would withdraw accounts from financial institutions investing 
in or making loans to South Africa and this is the first such withdrawal. The 
decision followed unsuccessful negotiations with bank officials. According to 
a recent study, Continental participated in loans to South Africa totaling 
$82 mi 11 ion. 
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~ EDITORIALSC!J 

Iran-What Is Progress? 
Seven years ago, as Iran celebrated its 

2500th anniversary w ith an ostentatious 
jamboree, the Shah announced that Iran 
was changing its calendar from the tradi
tional Muslim dates to one that reflected 
Iran's own history. It was something of a 
pre- " Roots" gesture, emphasizing the 
country' s unique history rather than what it 
had in common w ith the rest of the Muslim 
world. Outside of Iran little notice was 
made of the changeover. 

But in retrospect that change was 
symbolic of much that has been happening 
over the last decade or so in Iran , and 
symbolic as well of the d iscontent that 
since January seems to be tearing Iran 
apart. Implicitl y, the new calendar pro
claimed the superiority of the state to 
religion . 

Like his father, Reza Shah, the present 
occupant of the Peacock throne has had 
little use for the Muslim leadership of the 
country, the mullahs and ulemas. When in 
1963 the Shah wrote that his country 
" needed a deep and fundamental revolu
tion , which could ... put an end to all 
factors that caused injustice, tyranny, and 
exploitation and to all aspects of reaction , 
which impeded progress, and kept our 
society backward" there is no doubt whom 
he would list among those impeding 
progress. His father once drove dow n to 
Qom, the second holiest city in Iran and 
the scene of rioting in January, marched in 
on a Friday service and punched a mullah 
in the mouth in the middle of hi s sermon . 

Over the last two decades the Shah has 
presided over an industrial and social 
revolution , wi th all its pluses and minuses, 
the Ii kes of which the world has rarel y seen 
before. Iran has probably had the severest 
case of " future shock" of any country in the 
twentieth century, and that inc I udes the 
developing countries of Africa . From being 
a nation requiring huge amounts of " Point 
Four" technical assistance in the Fifties, 
Iran has now become a trading nation 
around the world, a major purchaser of 
U.S. arms and goods (and thus an impor
tant factor in U.S. balance of payments) , 
and easi ly the most industrialized Muslim 
nation in the world . 

The Shah has tried to lead a "white 
revolution" which would allow soc ial 

changes to keep pace wi th industria l 
progress . A compl icated land reform pro
gram busted up thousands of hectares .df 
land once owned by the el ite famil ies, the 
mosques, and the royal famil y itse lf. A 
literacy corps sent young men to teach in 
the villages. Women were given the vote 
and are today represented in the parl ia
ment and many important admin istrati ve 
positions. 

At the same time, however, there has 
been an ugly side to the Shah's idea of 
progress . Where once there were two 
pol itical parties, there is now one. Am
nesty International has declared Iran vi r
tuall y a disaster zone as far as human rights 
are concerned . P.E.N., the international 
writers organization, has long been active 
on behalf of Iranian writers and arti sts in 
jail. The Shah's secret police, Savak, now 
ri val s the Soviet's KGB in notoriety and 
effectiveness. The U.S. State Department 
li sted Iran earlier thi s year as a major 
v iolator of human rights. 

The result is a most unlikely combina
tion of opponents to the Shah 's regi me . Left 
w ing students and intellectuals are jo ined 
by right wing reli gious leaders and smal l 
shopkeepers. In fact, practicall y everyone, 
from the elite families to the peasants, has 
some kind of axe to grind . But most 
observers agree that much that is bothering 
these dissidents is essentiall y beyond the 
capacity of even the Shah to control. That 
includes the huge amounts of cash fl ood
ing the country, the immense amount of 
graft and corruption which comes wi th the 
cash and the resulting pent-up frustration 
on the part of those who feel left beh ind . 
Add to that the rampant westernization, 
symbolized by nightclubs and movie 
theaters, and the rapid increase in the pace 
of li fe, plus a reviv ified fundamenta list 
Islam suspicious of outsiders and mil itantly 
righteou s, and you have a fo rmul a fo r 
Iran's time of troubles. 

We hope it is not too late for Iran to 
correct its course, but the events of the last 
two months do not make us sangu ine. The 
burn ing of a movie theater in Abadan 
kil l ing 377 persons evidentl y was done by 
religiou s fanat ics; in September govern 
ment fo rces and pol ice ki lled over 100 
persons in Tehran in a disturbance . These 
actions represent two sides of reaction and 

repression. No progress is possible with 
that combi nation. 

Much of what the Shah's religious 
opponents stand for is abhorrent to modern 
western sympathies- a fact of w hich those 
who so easily cri t icize the Shah seem too 
little aware. But at the same time the Shah 
must know that he cannot bull-whip 
peop le into progress defi ned and imposed 
from above. Such progress may prove to be 
no progress at all , especia ll y if accom
panied by a denia l of human libert ies. 

The wee Grants 
The announcement that the Program to 

Combat Racism of the World Council of 
Churches has made a grant of $85 ,000 to 
the Patriot ic Front opposi ng the present 
mu ltiracia l interim government of Rhode
si a has stirred up a furor in some quarters of 
the U.S. and Britai n. Despite the fact that 
(as always) the grant is for humanitarian 
purposes onl y, there have been charges 
that the wee is aiding vio lence and 
guerr i I la warfare. 

We confess to mixed emotions about the 
grant. Basical ly, we think that it is a 
mistake because it chooses sides in a civ il 
war situat ion where we bel ieve that the 
need is to bring all parties to the negotiat ing 
table. 

Nonetheless, we th ink many of the 
critics of the wee are equa lly mistaken. 
There is an implicit assumption in this 
country that the two sides represent " the 
government" and " terrorists" and that we 
must support the government. Actual ly, 
both sides are struggling to see w ho wi 11 be 
the government and there has been plenty 
of terror and violence by both. In addition, 
the Internal Sett lement that Ian Smith made 
w ith Bishop Muzorewa, Mr. Sithole and 
Chief Chirau seems increas ingly a fa ilure in 
w hich the Black leaders have become 
prisoners of the White minority. It is hard at 
thi s moment to see anything but fu ll -sca le 
civi I wa r ahead . 

The situation is fl uid enough that this 
pess imism may be unwarranted . We stil l 
think the best course for outsiders is not to 
intervene, except to work for all -party 
talks . We wou ld commend that course 
both to the World Council and to many of 
its critics. 
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THE 
CHU~CH 

AND 
ENERGY 
·ISSUES: 

While the U.S. struggles 
to come to terms 

with the energy crisis, 
what is the Church 

doing to help? Here 
ore stories of two 
different types of 

ministries. In Vermont, 
o young . minister's 

opposition to nuclear 
energy forces his 

church and community 
to look at the 

questions. In Wyoming, 
on energy boom hos 

hod severe impact 
on small communities. 

The Rev. Bruce W. 
Robbins is associate pastor 

at Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 

Montpelier, Vermont. 

[Q) ~@~tr a[?!] C® 
[?!JQJJ~IL~~~ [?)©W~~ 
a[?!] [?!] ~w ~[?!]®IL~[?!] [Q) 

Before the Reverend Bruce Robbins 
arr ived last year as the associate 

pas tor o f th e 600-m ember Trinity 
United Methodist Church in Montpelier, 
Vermont, the most controversial issue in 
the church was the replacement of the 
heavy wooden front doors with modern 
glass doors. About the onl y time church 
members found Trinity's name in the 
newspaper was for an announcement of 
a bake sale or churcl;i dinner. 

But the tall , slender 27-year-old 
Robbins, recentl y graduated from New 
York's Union Theological Seminary, 
has made Tr inity and himself a topic of 
local conversation and attention in this 
intimate state capital of onl y 8,000 
souls. The topic of discussion within the 
church now centers on the merits of 
nuclear energy, the purposes of the 
Church, the role of ministers and the 
nature of civil disobedience . Wliether 
they want to or not, Trinity's members 
are wrestling with what it means to be 
the church in Montpelier in the twen
tieth century. 

Bruce Robbins came to Trinity as their 
first associate . Not many parishes the 
size of Trinity can afford a full time 
associate and Trinity is no exception . 
Half of Bruce's support, which is the 
Conference minimum, comes from the 
National Division of the Board of 
Global Ministries and the Troy Annual 
Conference; the other half is from 
Trinity. His mandate was to develop a 
ministry with youth and young adults . 
Given the number of young adults at 
Trinity, this meant a ministry among 
those outside the church . 

In Vermont, as in the rest of New 
England, the issue of the 70's for young 
adults is nuclear energy. Of course, the 
overwhelming majority of young adults, 
as anywhere else, are getting on with 
their own lives and careers and are not 
involved in movements, but for those 
who are, and their number is increas
ing, the movement issue is opposition to 
the construction of nuclear power 
plants . In June of 1977 1,414 demon
strators-members of what is known as 

CHARLES E. BREWSTER 

the Clamshel I Al I iance-L-were arrested 
in New Hampshire at the site of the 
proposed nuclear power plant at Sea
brook, a tiny town on the state's 
eighteen mi le coast Ii ne. The demonstra
tors were locked up for fourteen days at 
extraordinary expense to the parsimoni-
04s state government. To many people 
in New England the word "Clamshell " 
immediately means the 1977 demon
stration . 

Not a Narrow View 

Bruce Robbins does not exactly bring 
to his ministry a narrow or parochial 
view of the world . While in high school 
in Utica, New York, where his father, 
who had at one time been a Methodist 
minister, was a college teacher, Bruce 
spent his junior year living with a 
Spanish-speaking family in Bogota, Co
lombia, and taking his trigonometry and 
other subjects in Spanish at a local high 
school. While at ' Oberlin College he 
again spent a year overseas, this time in 
Spain. At Union Seminary he took a 
year out to travel to Nairobi , Kenya, 
where he was a steward at the Fifth 
Assembly of the World Counci I of 
Churches, then took a freighter from 
Mombasa, Kenya, to Bombay, India, 
and thence to Calcutta where he spent 
six months with the Brothers of the 
Missionaries of Charity, the male 
counterpart to the order of famed 
Mother Teresa. There he slept on a mat, 
ate Indian curry and meatless meals, 
helped care for the dying on Calcutta's 
streets, worked eighteen hours a day, 
lost thirty-five pounds, which he could 
i 11 afford to lose, and at the request of the 
Brothers taught the Bible and church 
history to them . He came back sick and 
almost emaciated, but with a seared 
conscience about world hunger and the 
relations of rich nations to poor nations . 

At Trinity Bruce set about reviving the 
moribund youth group. The Reverend 
Bill Lasher, 37, who had arrived the 
year before, had had I ittle ti me to devote 
to the youth project. But Bruce was 
young and single, could give his full 
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attention to the young people, had 
"charisma" and a lot of ideas too . "I had 
trouble getting the youth to stay an 
hour," says Bill Lasher, " but Bruce gets 
twice as many to come and they are 
there for two-and-a-half hours." One of 
the projects was a hunger vigil involving 
an all-night stay at the church and a 
twenty-four hour fast for world hunger. 
" If it weren 't for Bruce," says Mrs. 
Nancy Bredice, mother of two teen-age 
sons, "my boys wouldn't have any 
interest in Trinity or the youth group. In 
Bruce they see someone who is com
mitted to his ideas, and also acts on 
them . They admire that. " 

Active in the Clamshell 

When Bruce began his ministry at 
Trinity he had no idea he was the only 
United Methodist minister in New 
England who would become, as they 
say, an active "Clam. " But the more he 
studied the issue, the more he became 
convinced that nuclear energy is dan
gerous not just to those who work with 
it, but to everyone and that the answer to 
our needs is less luxury and energy 
waste and more development of alter-

native sources, such as solar energy. 
"Do we have the right to have for our 
energy resources what is dangerous to 
countless future generations just to meet 
our own supposed needs?" he asks . By 
Christmas he had become convinced 
that the anti-nuclear energy argument 
was correct and he became active in the 
Clamshell Alliance. 

As the countdown began toward 
another Seabrook demonstration, and 
the likelihood of a repeat of last year's 
arrest~, it was inevitable that Bruce 
would act on his convictions. He 
became a trainer in non-violence for 
Clams from northern Vermont, ·and he 
joined an " Affinity Group" made up of 
about a dozen young people from just 
north of Montpelier . 

In April he preached a sermon on 
nuclear energy in which he called for 
more emphasis on conservation. " We 
do have the right to ask God for energy 
to keep us warm and fed . We do not 
have the right to ask that our present 
consumption levels be maintained . We 
do not have the right to do damage to the 
environment for only our own benefit," 
he said. The belief that science will one 

day find a solution to the problem of 
what to do with radioactive wastes is 
putting faith in science and not in God, 
he declared. At a di scussion afterwards, 
many members took issue with his 
views, but no one said he didn 't have a 
right to preach them . 

In May, Bruce organized, but did not 
take part in, a debate on nuclear energy 
at the church (Bi ll Lasher thinks the 
" pro" side of the debate actually may 
have had the better part of the argu
ment) . Lasher, who hasn' t quite made 
up his mind about nuclear energy but 
has been fully supportive of his associ
ate's involvements, gave a course on 
civil disobedience. He emphasized the 
writings of Thoreau, the social princi
ples of the United Methodist Church, 
and the concept of Gandhi that true civil 
disobedience has as its aim the im
provement of government, not its de
struction . 

A Controversial Training Session 

In late May, Bruce led a nine hour 
training session in non-vio lence and 
civil disobedience at Trinity for Clam
shell people . The training session was 

Members of the Clamshell Alliance arrive at the Seabrook site on June 24th. The name of the alliance refers to the belief of 
environmentalists that the nuclear plant's cooling system threatens sea life because it raises the water temperature. 



advertised in the local paper. Thi s 
seemed to be more than many church 
members at Trinity were prepared to 
allow. When Bill Lasher returned from 
Annual Conference his telephone was 
" jumping off the hook." In two discus
sion groups organized for my benefit 
several church members said thi s action 
seemed to be committing the church to 
one side of the nuclear energy debate. 
" The newspaper coverage made it look 
like the church was totall y behind it," 
says Mrs. Dorothy Harding, a church 
member. " Having a pastor invo lved 
seemed to endorse it. " She said she was 
worried about " all these agitators. " 

With many peop le upset, the Rever
end Bill Lasher and the Pastor-Parish 
Comm ittee, with Bruce's consent, de
cided not to permit Clamshell to use the 
church for further training. They issued 
a statement saying that while they 
" recognize and respect Bruce's v iews" 
on nuclear energy they also respect the 
members who believe the church 
should not be used to train persons in 
non-violent civil disobedience. (The 
Clamshell immediately received offers 
of space from Christ Episcopa l Church 
and the Unitarian Universalists.) The 
chairman of the committee, Frank 
Bredice, an appraiser who agrees with 
Bruce on nuclear f:nergy, says that 
people who were upset " felt somewhat 
better" after the statement went out. Bi II 
Lasher agrees and thinks the church 
might have lost some members if the 
statement hadn't been issued, but he is 
not sure it was the right thing to do. 
Perhaps more time should have been 
spent explaining what non-violent 
training meant, he thinks . 

Mr. David Kelly, who believes nucle
ar energy " is already part of our future 
and it is here to stay, " supported the 
decision to bar Clamshell . " Is this the 
role of the church," he asks, " that the 
church is involved in fighting nuclear 
power?" But his wife, Wilma, says, 
" We know Bruce is partially supported 
by the Board of Global Ministries to 
work with young adults, so technically 
we did give him the right to use our 
church to work with young people." 
The fact is, she said , there is going to be 
a demonstration at Seabrook, "so let's 
do all we can to help them do it 
peacefully. The church should be help
ing to keep it non-vio lent." Bruce says 
the decision to bar Clamshell was a 
blow to his efforts among non-churched 
young people to create a positive image 
of the church 's openness to issues. 

Trinity's members may now be the 
best informed congregation in New 

England on the subject of nuclear 
energy . Mrs. Harriet Ward , another 
member, said she understands the 
whole issue much better because of 
Bruce ' s involvement in it . " We 
shouldn't be so passive," she says, 
" This has made me think about it. " In a 
group of about fourteen persons, four 
said they were opposed to continued 
construction of nuclear power plants; 
four said they favored construction, and 
the rest were undecided . 

Pro and Con on Civil Disobedience 

Frank Bredice said he had " mixed 
feelings" about civil disobedience, but 
that it is a serious issue for him . " I see 
things that should be changed and be 
done, and I should hope I'd be willi ng to 

(Right) The Rev. Bill Lasher has supported 
his associate's ministry and kept the church 
informed of his activities in Seabrook and 
Washington. (Below) At Seabrook Bruce 
and members of his " affinity group" pre
pare to spend two nights at a campsite as 
part of the legal demonstration. 

10 [394) New World Outlook • October 1978 

consider people' s rights rather than 
property rights." His wife, Nancy, said 
that some people tend to confuse civil 
disobedience with terrorism . She also 
said that peop le " have a feeling of 
powerlessness" in the face of big 
government. Mr. Robert Lukans, a 
church trustee who worked for the 
federa l government for twenty -one 
years, supported Nancy's views about 
government. He fe lt continued con
struction of Seabrook was not worth the 
potentia l risk to human life and he 
supported Bruce's efforts to stop it. He 
added that he was concerned about 
those in the church " who may have 
become alienated by what they see as a 
political movement." 

" Moving to civil disobedience is an 
extreme step," says Mr. Wendell Hard-
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i.ng. " Many of us feel civil disobedience 
is almost akin to a moral wrong." He 
was against a " further advance" of 
nuclear energy, but he didn't fee l we 
had arrived at the point to use civi I 
disobedience to stop it. Mr. Porter 
Barrows, the church finance chairman, 
who feel s there is a need for Seabrook 
because alternate sources of energy 
" aren' t ready yet," thought civil disobe
dience is a negative action and Chri s
tians should try instead to be " aggres
sively positive in other areas," such as 
conservation. 

Several members suggested that if 
Bruce, as a minister, breaks the law, thi s 
might have a negative effect on the 
young people . One said Bruce is " our 
leader and should be trying to keep us 
on the straight and narrow path ." But 

add i ti o n to o ppos 1t1o n to nu c lear 
energy, the chief requirement fo r mem
bership appears to be an enormous 
capaci ty to endure long meetings and 
consensus-style democracy. Everyone 
must also undergo the training in 
non-violence, including such things as 
role-playing vio lent situations and what 
to do if a " provocateur" in the march 
suddenly becomes violent (answer: 
everyone sit down). As it turned out, an 
eleventh hour compromise between the 
state of New Hampshire and the Clam
shell leadership permitted a three day 
legal demonstration on a dump near the 
Seabrook site. An estimated 20,000 
persons turned up fo r the speeches and 
music, but the Clamshell allowed only 
those who were part of " affinity groups" 
and therefore had received non-vio-

When the Clamshell accepted the 
state of New Hampshire's offer of a rally 
si te fo r a peacefu l demonstration many 
New Englanders heaved a sigh of relief 
that there would not be a repeat of last 
year's mass arrests . Undoubtedly, the 
Clamshell and the entire anti -nuclear 
movement won a great deal of sym
pathy fo r being wi ll ing to negotiate. But 
the Clams fe lt it was more important to 
stop construction. 

Bruce therefore went to Washington 
wi th other Clams after Seabrook to 
part icipate in a ra lly at the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC), which 
that week was decid ing whether or not 
to continue the Seabrook construction . 
In Washington he and hu ndreds of other 
anti-nuclear demonstrators camped on 
the sidewa lk in front of the Nuclear 

Members of Trinity Church, left to right: Bob and Phoebe Lukans oppose construction at Seabrook, Porter Barrows favors it, Nancy 
Bredice feels powerless about big government, and Frank Bredice agreed to bar Clamshell from the church in order to defuse the 
controversy. 

Mrs. Denny Lopez, a young woman lence training to camp for two nights in 
who, with her husband, is considering the woods near the dump. 
joining the church , said she supported 
Bruce because she doesn't want " a 
watered down minister" who is afraid to 
act on his beliefs. Only one membef has 
actually said he was leaving the church. 
On the Sunday I was there a couple in 
their sixties visited Trinity for the first 
time. They said they had heard of 
Trinity's involvements through the local 
newspaper and ' were looking for a 
church that was relevant to today's 
issues. 

The Nature of the Alliance 

Unl ike the mass, and frequently 
chaotic, demonstrations of the 60's, the 
Clamshell Alliance has enough organi 
zation to make a Methodist feel right at 
home. The movement is divided into 
"clusters, " such as the Northern Ver
mont Cluster, and these are further 
divided into numerou s " affinity 
groups," such as " The Northeast King
dom," the name for Bruce's group. In 

At the Seabrook Demonstration 

At Seabrook I had a chance to talk 
briefly with about ten members of 
Bruce's affinity group as they gathered 
the night before in Sali sbury, and then 
as they prepared to camp at Seabrook 
the following evening. They were all 
from northern Vermont, in their twen
ties, used to the outdoor life of back
packing, and they were all convinced 
vegetari ans. One sa id he was a Quaker; 
most had no formal church affiliation, 
but they al I thought it was great that the 
Church-meaning Bruce Robbins, to 
them- was invo lved in their move
ment. " Thi s is the kind of witness the 
church should make," said Todd 
Hardy, one member. " It is only natural 
that Bruce is involved because thi s is 
support for God's earth ." Another said 
that Bruce's parti c ipation caused her to 
take another look at what the Church 
stood for. 

Regulatory Commission for three days . 
Their vigi l was i llega l, but the Washing
ton , D.C. police, perhaps the most 
experienced in the country in handling 
demonstrations, chose not to arrest the 
campers. However, fifty-six of the 
demonstrators did provoke arrest by 
blocking the doorway to the N RC. 
Bruce chose not to provoke arrest, but 
he noted later that the demonstration 
did not get nati onal press attention unti l 
the civil di sobedience led to arrest. 
Those arrested were released the next 
morning. Then, on Fri day evening, to 
the total astonishment of the demonstra
tors as we ll doubtless to the pro-nuclear 
lobby, the Nuclear Regulatory Com
mi ss ion announced that by a two-to
one decision it was ordering the suspen
sio n of co nst ru c t io n at Seabrook . 
Although the commiss ion suggested 
that alternative sites could be found , the 
anti-nuclear forces were jubilant over 
their fi rst v ictory . 

Thei r enthu siasm, however, was 
short li ved. The NRC later reversed its 
dec ision after the Env ironmental Pro-
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tection Agency approved Seabrook's 
cooling system. 

A Lot to Think About 

Trinity Church has not been divided 
over Bruce Robbins, but the congrega
tion certainly has had a lot to think 
about. That a minister would be quite so 
activist as Bruce has undoubtedly come 
as a surprise to a number of people and a 
genuine shock to a few. But even those 
who disagree with him recognize that 
while he has strong convictions he is 
basica lly irenic in spirit. He is not trying 
to go out of his way to alienate people. 

For Bruce's part he affirms that 
despite the compromises he feels he had 
to make, particular ly in agreeing to bar 
Clamshell from the Church, he is " glad 

The complexity of the nuclear energy 
debate is reflected in the divergent ap
proaches of the World Council of Churches 
and the National Council of Churches. 
While both counci Is emphasize that they are 
still hold ing conferences-such as the wee 
conference next year at M. I. T.-and refining 
pos itions , it is clear that the World Council 
has been leaning to the " pro" side and the 
National has been lean ing to the "con" · side 
of the debate . 

In its July-August issue the World Coun
cil's magazine One World interviewed 
theologian-ethicist Roger Shinn on " nuclear 
age d isci pleship" and began not with a 
question but with a statement to the effect 
that the World Council 's approach to 
nuclear energy has been " marked by a 
certain real ism." The Council ' s emphasis is 
on learn ing to " live responsibly with nuclear 
energy rather than try ing to get rid of it. " 
Shinn, who was one of Bruce Robbins' 
teachers at Union, says he hasn't joined the 
pro or con camp on nuclear energy, " but at 
least for the interim . .. to not make use of 
nuclear energy would be to face social 
turmoil and strife that would be horren
dous. " 

This month the National Council of 
Churches wi II debate a statement on nuclear 
energy which in its proposed form is highly 
cr itical of nuclear power. " This is a time," 
the statement says, " for wider and more just 
distribution of material benefits , not for 
concentrated growth to benefit dispropor
tionately a smal l minority of persons. " 

The difference in the approaches of the 
two chu rch bodies may perhaps be ex
plained by the fact that the World Council, 

to be there" and he is gratefu I for the 
support he has received from Bill Lasher 
and many members. As he said to one 
group at the church, " My commitments 
to an issue are a part of who I am . 
Another part of who I am is that I am a 
minister. But in practice it is very hard to 
divide. Bruce the minister is Bruce the 
individual, too." 

More thought will have to be given at 
Trinity, as at any church, to what the 
church must do if it wants a vibrant 
ministry with young people. For now, as 
Bill Lasher says, Trinity has actually 
gotten some favorable publicity which it 
didn't really deserve. " The young adults 
give us credit for Bruce even though we 
shouldn't take the credit, " he says, 
noting that his ministry would not be 

Some Pros and Cons on Nuclear Energy 

which of course has representation from 
many Third World countries, is aware of the 
lack of opposition to nuclear power in 
underdeveloped and developing countries 
of the world . Many Third World countries, 
lacking the range of energy options in the 
U.S., seem to be saying that they are willing 
to take the necessary risks to obtain the 
energy needed to ra ise the ir standard of 
living. 

One of those risks is that the plants cannot 
be taken apart and no one has yet figured out 
what to do with the deadly waste products 
nuclear plants produce. In France a SO-year 
old engineer named Andre Cregut, who has 
spent the last twenty years building most of 
the important plants in his country, has 
decided to spend the rest of his life figuring 
out how to dismantle them . The reactors 
usuall y ha ve a lifetime of 20 to 40 
years-already 15 have been closed in the 
United States-but all of them will remain 
radioactive for hundreds or even thousands 
of years. Some think the plants pose an even 
greater security problem closed than active 
because their security systems have been 
removed . Plutonium must be isolated from 
the environment , but no isolation materials 
have been found that last the half mill ion 
years which is the life expectancy of 
pluton ium . Still, Mr. Cregut is convinced 
that nuclear energy will continue to grow in 
the forseeable future. 

Another risk is plant safety and so-called 
low level radiation . Proponents of nuclear 
energy say that the plants have " back up 
systems to back up the back up systems. " In 
1975 the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
asserted that odds for an accident in a car 
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possible without the support of the 
National Division and the Troy Confer
ence. 

Moreover, churches such as Trinity 
which desire to reach out to un
churched people must ask how much 
change they are willing to accept in 
themselves . Young people like the 
Lopezes will not end up joining if they 
sense that persons such as Bruce are 
simply an exception who are at best 
tolerated and at worst expel led. It may 
be also, as Frank Bredice suggests, that 
some people who have been "turned 
off" have not been aware of the United 
Methodist Church's social commit
ments and principles . 

At Trinity, fortunately, while mem
bers have differences of opinion , and 
these opinions are sometimes strongly 
held, the people are still speaking to 
each other-as was proved by the two 
discussion groups organized for my 
benefit. As a result, there is a feeling that 
they are stronger because of all this, 
certainly better off than churches in 
which differences are not permitted . • 

were 1 in 4,000 , but for a nuclear reactor, 1 
in 5 billion. But others say the safety record 
of nuclear reactors is "shabby" and that in 
hundreds of incidents leakage and break
down have been documented. Opponents 
say persons who live near nuclear plants or 
who have worked at nuc I ear faci I ities have a 
greater incidence of cancer. But Richard 
Wi Ison, a professor of physics at Harvard , 
says that one would have to live 150 years 
within 30 miles of a nuclear plant to obtain 
the same risk of cancer one would get by 
smoking 1.4 cigarettes or just living two 
months with a cigarette smoker. 

Another risk relates to the potential for 
terrorism-ruthless commandos taking over 
a plant and holding a nation hostage-and 
also the potential for the proliferation of 
nuclear weapons. Even Dr. Shinn acknowl
edges that " the multiplication of nuclear 
reactors around the world might lead to 
some proliferation of weapons ." The Clam
shell Alliance says that when India detonat
ed its atomic bomb in 1974 it used 
radioactive materials diverted from a Cana
dian research reactor. 

Dorothy S. Zinberg, director of Special 
Projects at Harvard 's Program for Science 
and International Affairs , wrote to the New 
York Times that nuclear energy " may be 
proven to be one of the best of a number of 
necessary energy paths" but this shouldn't 
stop us from recognizing that the potential 
for terrorism , the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons, the unmanageable nuclear wastes 
and the possible increased potential for an 
authoritarian state to protect against these 
dangers are " genuine concerns." 

C.E.B. 
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THE CHURCH AND ENERGY ISSUES: 
W &~D~® & ~D~D~® @©©~ D~ ~©~D~® 

11 All the women I've talked to, the first 
thing they say is ' I hate Rock 
Spring~the dirt, the people, every
thing.' They figure, 'I'm here for six 
months and the sooner we get out of 
here the better off we' ll be. "' 

The woman who reported this senti
ment lived on the edge of a cluster of 
trailers and campers outside of Rock 
Springs in Sweetwater County, Wyo
ming. The road that criss-crossed the 
encampment was dusty and rutted from 
past rains, but it doesn' t rain often in this 
part of Wyoming. Instead , for days and 
nights at a time, the wind blows. 

ELAINE MAGALIS 

Occasional tumbleweeds move rest- states, with the unfamiliar urban and 
lessly through the dry scrub, and sand industrial problems brought by the 
rattles against the dulled chrome of the boom. 
mobile homes. Inside the women sit The town recently received national 
and wait for the time to pass and for their attention when an undercover police-
husbands to return from the mines and man, scheduled to testify in a corruption 
oilfields. investigation, was shot to death in a 

Rock Springs is a boom town and parked car and the public safety director 
Sweetwater County is " an energy- was charged with his murder. 
impacted area." Since 1970 the town's The demand for U.S. energy self-suf-
popu lation has more than doubled from ficiency has meant a head-long rush to 
11 ,657 to nearly 26,000. Today the the West, especially to the region 's vast 
growth has leveled off, but the area is deposits of coal. According to the 
continuing to struggle, along with the Wyoming Department of Economic 
rest of Wyoming and other Western Planning and Development, Sweet-
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Episcopal Bishop David Thornberry 
asks, "How much change can human 

beings creatively deal with?" 

water County is 96 percent underlaid 
with coal, 45 percent of it readil y 
available to modern strip mining tech
nology. Not only is Western coal easily 
mined, it has low sulphur content which 
makes it attractive to industries trying to 
cope with federally imposed environ
ment standards. 

Rock Springs has been a mining and a 
railroad town since 1868, supplying 
coal primari ly to the Union Pacific. As 
America's energy supply shifted away 
from coal , neighboring communities 
became ghost towns, and in the 1950's 
when the railroad changed to diesel 
power, Rock Springs faced a depres
sion . Only the opening of trona mines 
nearby saved it. (Trona is the source of 
soda ash.) 

From Ghost Town to Boom Town 

But in 1971 the boom began with the 
Jim Bridger Project, the construction of 
a massive power plant to be fueled by a 
14 mile-long strip coal field . Atthe same 
time the trona mines expanded and the 
region 's oil fields burgeoned as derricks 
sprung up like giant erector sets in the 
desert terrain . 

When the impact began , " old
timers" welcomed it as bu siness 
flour ished . They were less enthusiastic 
when the ten-minute trip downtown 
turned into an hour-and-a-hal f junket 
through traffic jams to buy shoddy 
merchandise at inflated prices. Schools 
were desperately overcrowded ; the old
fashioned and overworked hospital 

quickly achieved a reputation as life
threatening rather than I ife-savi ng. Even 
the surrounding countryside seemed 
crowded as newly arrived fishermen 
and hunters converged on territory the 
old-timers had thought their own pri
vate domain. 

The most serious problem was hous
ing. The few spare rooms and apart
ments were quickly rented out at 
exorbitant rates; trailers cluttered the 
landscape; and motel rooms were at a 
premium with workers using them on 
eight-hour shifts. Old-timers on fixed 
incomes found themselves unable to 
pay their escalating rents . 

In short, the tax base did not expand 
as swiftly as the need for services-and 
no one was prepared to cope with the 
results. 

Needless to say, newcomers found 
Rock Springs at least as uncomfortable 
as old-timers. Rapid turnover in the 
work force finally brought industry 
representatives together with town and 
county leaders in efforts to resolve the 
problems. Gradually services have 
been improved ; schools have been 
built; a hospital is under construction 
and housing developments are multi
plying. But the most serious human 
problems caused by impact still are 
continuing. 

Pulling Everyone Together? 

The Rev. Art Waidmann is one of the 
newcomers in Rock Springs. He came 
to the town in 1976 as staff for the 
Wyoming Coalition of Churches' newly 
created Board for Ministry to Impacted 
Areas (B .M .l.A.) . The Coalition , made 
up of nine denominations in the state, 
including Roman Catholics, United 
Presbyterians and United Methodists, 
acted under the inspiration of the former 
Episcopal bishop of the state, the Rt. 
Rev. David Thornberry . 

Before Art began work in Sweetwater 
County, Bishop Thornberry asked for a 
meeting with community leaders from 
Rock Springs and the neighboring town 
of Green River. "I thought," he remem
bers, " that the church might be the only 
thing that could pull everyone else 
together. Over here sat the planning 
commission for Sweetwater County and 
over there the planning commission for 
Rock Springs. And they didn' t even 
know each other's names. They'd never 
met or talked ." 

What Art Waidmann found in Rock 
Springs was a few fragmented and 
largely isolated service agencies, a 
corrupt city government, and a few 
newcomers and old-timers who wanted 
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to do something but were crippled by 
their separation from one another . Over 
the last two years he has quietly 
prodded and pushed to bring people 
and resources together to help people 
hurt by the boom . 

Women and Children Victims 

Not only population and income 
have grown with impact: alcoholism , 
drug abuse, rape, wife battering, child 
abuse and juvenile and other crime 
have reached epidemic proportions. 
Women and ch ildren have been special 
victims. 

With only their children for company 
while their husbands work long and 
irregular hours, women soon discover 
that Wyoming is " man's country ." 
Recreation in Rock Springs consists 
mostly of hunting, fishing, drinking in 
the local bars, and consorting with 
prostitutes on " K" street. Day care 
faci I ities are practically non-existent, 
and there are very few jobs for women . 
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Churches and community organiza
tions, by and large, have not reached 
out to them . Few of them have sought 
out friends or activities. 

Similarly, young people find that 
there is " nothing to do" in Rock Springs. 
They and their parents often compen
sate with drugs and alcohol : petty 
crime, wife beating and child abuse, 
broken families , even youthful suicides 
can and do happen . · 

Art Waidmann has been instrumental 
in helping to start the city's first YWCA 
program, an effective Child Protection 
Council, a crisis intervention program, 
and a citizens' group on sexual assault. 
Efforts for battered women resulted in a 
recent YWCA-sponsored conference . 
The B.M .l.A. was also behind the 
development of the city's first United 
Way, and the organization of the 
Volunteer Information and Referral Ser
vice which coordinates local volunteer 
services and provides information about 
services to community residents. The 
building of a Youth Home for troubled 

youngsters has been stymied temporari
ly by red tape but will be underway 
again soon . 

These are some of the highly visible 
results of Art Waidmann's work . Less 
visible but just as important are dia
logues with industry and government, 
consultations and seminars, and the 
introduction of concerned people to. 
one another across the gaps in commu
nication sometimes exaggerated by and 
sometimes created by impact. 

Newcomers Don't Stay 

Art Waidmann's job is also a frustrat
ing one. Few of the churches in Rock 
Springs or elsewhere in the state are 
involved with B.M .1.A.'s work. Art feels 
that in part this is because both clergy 
and laypersons feel helpless and with
out the tools to deal with the complica
tions of impact. While many congrega
tions have grown, they have not grown 
at anywhere near the same rate as their 
communities, and few churches have 
reached out to bring the newcomers in. 

Many people feel 
helpless to deal with 
the complications of 
the sudden energy 
impact. 

(Top) A YWCA program has started in Rock 
Springs, but (bottom) the range of recrea
tional choices is still somewhat limited. 
(left) Trailers clutter the landscape. 
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The Rev. Art Waidmann, a United 
Church of Christ minister, has been 

trying to help the churches deal 
with the problems created by the 

boom. (Bottom) The mining boom is 
changing Wyoming's traditional 

relationship to the land. 

Meanwhile, in North Dakota 

United Methodists recentl y started 
a ministry to impacted areas in North 
Dakota. It's funded by the annual 
conference and by the Board of 
Global Ministries . " Energy Impact 
Ministries has been influenced by 
B.M .l.A.'s work in Wyoming," ac
cording to Dr . Francis Ulschak, 
consultant with the project. Current
ly the North Dakota ministry has two 
parts : 

1) Two local women have been 
hired to visit trailer courts in the 

In Rock Springs one small step towards 
involvement has been taken through a 
joint agreement with Green River 
churches to provide emergency assis
tance to indigent transients-unem
ployed and unskilled people looking for 
jobs in one of America 's most famous 
boomtowns. 

Transience of one kind and another 
continually affects the B.M .l.A.' s work. 
So many of the newcomers don't stay . 
After only three years in Rock Springs, 
Carl Stark, a Lutheran minister, found 
himself the senior member of the local 
clergy . But Carl is unusual : he intends to 
stay, he's build ing a church and even 
running for city council. 

Clergy in the town of Rawlins repre
sent a more typical situation. Aware that 
their town would soon be in the throes 
of impact because of uranium mines in 
the area, the clergy planned with Art for 
a crisis intervention program . Before it 
could be started , each of them had left 
the town and the project must begin 
again from scratch. 

Rock Springs, Green River and Raw
lins are only three of dozens of small 
Wyoming communities experiencing 
impact or about to experience it. Art 
Waidmann thinks of the whole state as 
his parish. Unfo'rtunately, the size of the 
state and the complexity of its problems 
make it difficult to do the job he would 
liketoseedone. Nevertheless, B.M .l.A. 
is a felt presence in communities all 
over Wyoming today . 

Ecology Questions 

Almost no one in Rock Springs speaks 
about ecology. Only a few people seem 
to notice the haze that sometimes 
covers the valley floor, or even the beer 
cans and crumpled paper and plastic 
cups that festoon the side of the road , or 
the motorcycle tracks that strip the 
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boom-towns of Hazen and Beulah, 
to help people, especially women, 
find friends and needed services. 

2) An educational effort on energy 
and impacted regions has been 
undertaken in the annual confer
ence. The goal is to get Christians " to 
dialogue about energy as a value 
question ," to ask questions about the 
" greater good mentality" that justi
fies the ecological , social , economic 
and other dislocations of impact. 
Asks Dr. Ulschak, " Who cares about 
Beulah, North Dakota anyway?" 

fragile sand dunes . Perhaps most of 
Rock Springs' residents are too intent on 
day-to-day survival to care. 

In the northern part of the state where 
ranchers predominate instead of 
miners, questions of ecology have 
everything to do with day-to-day surviv
al. The scarce water resources that must 
be shared with industry are only one 
aspect of the problem . Another is the 
still unproven (to many) ability of coal 
mining companies to reclaim land that 
has been stripped . One thing at least is 
certain; reclamation itself will require 
vast quantities of water. 

The possible and probable ecological 
disasters that will follow in the wake of 
impact are complex but only a few 
people are looking at them . Most are 
either, as one young woman put it, 
"making too much money" or too busy 
trying to cope with the explosive change 
that has engulfed them. At a recent 
ecumenical church leadership confer
ence in Wyoming the question was 
asked : " Are we letting institutions de
termine the quality of our relationships 
with one another and the land? Yes, we 
welcome the jobs and the money, but 
are we really feeling better about 
ourselves?" 

Bishop Thornberry asks the same 
question this way : " I think it's awfully 
hard for people in other parts of the 
country to believe that when your 
unemployment rate is so much lower 
than the rest of the nation's that you can 
possibly have problems. The rate of 
change that is being experienced in 
these communities in a much more 
intense way reflects forces that are at 
work in our whole society . How much 
change can human beings creat ively 
deal with?" • 

Elaine Maga/is is a frequent contributor. 
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Hyderabad, " the city of gardens" in 
southern India, builtby thesultansof 

Golconda in the sixteenth century and 
rebuilt by the fabled Nizams and their 
nobles in the nineteenth century, today 
is a modern commercial and industrial 
city which enjoys a higher standard of 
living than is to be found in many other 
Indian cities. But outside the city, there 
are concentric circles of the rural 
underemployed poor, the marginal 
farmers who live in misery. 

Now, an organization called the 
Water Development Society (WDS) is 
reaching out to the rural poor through 
development centers of a spinoff group, 
the Farmers' Service Centre. 

In a country of 600 million people 
where 90 percent of the country's labor 
force is rural , where the unemployed 
number 20 million and the under
employed millions, WDS is conducting 
a two-pronged attack: it is helping the 
rural poor to grow crops and breed 
cattle and poultry and it is providing 
work for the urban poor through its 
well-drilling rig factory and through its 
field drilling staff. 

Furthermore WDS has brought the 
two sets of people together, busing in 
the farmers to the factory and halting the 
factory operation for one afternoon of 
hot discussion. 

The WDS director is Rajan Alexander 
whose technical expertise has created a 
highly successful industry and whose 
vision has used the excess from the 
operation to begin solving problems 
that neither government nor other pri
vate agencies have yet ' been able to 
solve in India. 

"I am interested in two questions," 
says Mr. Alexander. " How can we keep 
villagers from coming to the city where 
they fall into poverty and trouble and 
how can we get them to go back home? 
One way is surely to make village life 
better." 

Origins in the Drought 

WDS had its origins in the disastrous 
drought of 1965-66 when agencies from 
around the world began a crash pro
gram to help. Well-drilling rigs were 
sent in along with cattle, poultry, farm 
equipment. An organization called Ac
tion for Food Production (AFPRO) was 
formed to handle arrangements for the 
funding agencies . 

The United Methodist Committee On 
Relief (UMCOR) was one of those 
agencies. India is the only country 
which has its own UMCOR committee . 
Dr. Robert Marble, a World Division 
missionary who has served in India for 

making village life 

better in INDIA 
HELEN KROMER 

The Water Development Society helps provide equipment for industrial institutions like 
this Methodist Technical Boys School is Hyderabad. 



A well-drilling rig developed at the 
Moula Ali factory in Hyderabad is 

tested before being sold. (Below) The 
rigs lined up outside the factory of 

the Water Development Society. 

twenty years, is executive director of 
UMCOR/I N DIA. 

Serving on the AFPRO board , Dr. 
Marble helped develop a " Water Re
sources Unit" funded by UMCOR, 
which toured the state of Andhra 
Pradesh drilling wells at the govern
ment's request and training people 
picked from local villages to work the 
rigs . 

Since the drillers were untrained , 
breakages in the drilling equipment 
were high ; the director of the " Water 
Resources Unit" (later incorporated into 
a non-profit Society) was British mis
sionary Peter Wood who thought it 

would be more economical to make the 
spare parts locally . 

Mr. Alexander, then general manager 
of Alwyn Metal Works, one of the 
largest firms in India making refrigera
tors, bus bodies and gas cylinders, was 
also a member of the Society's govern
ing board . Wood began testing materi 
als at Alwyn and persuaded draftsmen 
and designers to moonlight. Renting a 
unit at the Moula Ali Industrial Estate in 
Hyderabad, he started manufacturing 
spares with a couple of old machines. 

Why Not Rigs? 

But if spares could be made why not 
rigs? And in making rigs, how could you 
best help the marginal farmer? WDS 
developed the first totally indigenous 
rig, which can be lowered inside an 
open wel I to dri 11 for the water arteries in 
rocky strata below, boring down 150 
feet from the bottom of the original well. 
It comes in four parts so it need not be 
mounted on a truck, can be easily 
assembled within the well, and can 
revitalize old wells at approximately 
one-eighth the cost compared to other 
methods. 

When Wood went on sabbatical for 
additional training, Mr. Alexander took 
early retirement from Alwyn and <::ame 
on as director of WDS. His general 
manager, Mr. George Chellappa, is a 
member of the UMCOR committee 
(which helped get the manufacturing 
process underway) . Mr. Chellappa has 
an extensive background in agriculture, 
and has studied cooperative manage
ment in the U.S. Though the Society 
came out from under the formal control 
of the church when it was registered , the 
chairman of the Society is always the 
local bishop of The Methodist Church. 

Alexander set about to generate 
funds . "Self sufficiency was paramount 
so that our efforts to help the poor could 
be continuous," he says. Yet monies 
had gone uncollected, the firm had not 
penetrated the open market, 150 work
men needed to be paid. 

"Then a Sikh came to see me : 'I hear 
you make all kinds of things,' he said; 

'what about quality?' I said, 'If it's good, 
it works . Our products work.' He 
placed an order cash and carry for 
39,000 rupees, and that put life into 
everything. The bank made a loan, we 
sold on a take and pay later basis, and 
the business multiplied ." 

Self-Sufficiency 

This year WDS earned 17,000,000 
rupees, but the multiplication is also in 
internal values : WDS is the best em
ployer in Hyderabad with good pay, a 
yearly bonus which follows the produc
tion increase curve, a one-month vaca
tion for all employees, free medical aid, 
health insurance, and the kind of 
rapport among the workmen that has 
led them to develop sports tournaments, 
drama groups, excursions to spots of 
interest in the state. 

The WDS governing board decides 
how the monies generated by the 
factory can be used to help hospitals, 
dispensaries for the poor, homes for the 
aged , orphanages, homes for the re
tarded , industrial institutions (the So
ciety bought 200,000 rupees worth of 
equipment for the Methodist Technical 
Boys School last year), the housing 
scheme developed for employees of the 
Society at Moula Ali, and the rural 
development programs. All well drilling 
for Christian institutions and for mar
ginal farmers is done at reduced rates. 

Starting Rural Development 

WDS did not move into the rural 
development field in any but a peripher
al way until 1973 when it started four 
rural development centers . 

Mr. Alexander notes that in July of 
1974 he requested a local bank at 
lbrahimpattan to view requests from 
small farmers for loans and received a 
polite "no" since, said the bank, their 
capacity for repayment was nil. But in 
1975, asked to a meeting of the Farmers' 
Service Centre, he found it being held in 
the very bank that had refused help. The 
bank manager explained that over the 
period of a year, the farmers' capacity to 
earn had increased along with the 
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capacity to save. Their understanding of 
their problems had also increased, and 
their requests to the Society grew 
increasingly specific . WDS does not as 
a basic philosophy do any work free of 
charge . "Free goods are not appreciated 
and undercut the dignity of the person," 
says Mr. Alexander. The 2,300 mem
bers of the Farmers' Service Centre each 
pay one rupee per acre per month · for 
FSC services-which until this time had 
included seed provision, plant protec
tion, drilling rigs and cranes to dig wells 
and desilt those already dug. 

Expanding Services 

Now the farmers asked for tractors to 
plough and diesel pumps to pull the 
water out of their wells to irrigate 
unusable lands. 

With tractors and pumps came crop 
diversification . Moving from castor and 
sorghum , farmers added tomatoes, 
chilis, rice . The diet in the area im
proved; what was not used was market
ed and money became available for 
clothing and housing. Three villages 
went into poultry farming, three into 
cattle and dairy co-ops were formed . 
The bank underwrote the purchase of 
the birds and animals, the farmers 
paying the loan out of profits. 

The natural involvement of villagers, 
whose income in some instances 
jumped one hundred percent in a year, 
also led to the involvement of young 
people. ·In Indian villages where almost 
all persons are somehow related and the 
extended family pattern prevai Is, a 
father passes along to his sons his fields 
to be divided among them. But many 
young men whose fathers are still living 
exist in the family circle without jobs 
and endlessly idle. 

Young Farmers' Clubs 
It was this group that gradually 

formed into eight Young Farmers' 
Clubs. Beginning with participation in 
sports, the group began to make trips to 
research farms and to attend agricultural 
seminars . 

When sixteen families in one area 
were given poor land with a dried-up 
well by the government, young people 
talked with village men who worked ten 
days a month as cash laborers, making 
brick . Why not, they asked, use the rest 
of the month to chop wood, break up 
stone, clear the land and open up the 
wel I? The farmers went to work and FSC 
gave rig and crane to help open up eight 
acres which began to yield dramatical
ly. 

Success was exhilarating and other 
needs were searched out. The young 

people began to hold night classes in the 
villages since many children work 
during the day and can ' t afford to go to 
school. Grown-ups began to drift in . 
FSC gave notebooks, pencils, books, as 
the reading, writing and arithmetic 
classes grew. 

Young people from a wider area are 
now being brought in from rural 
YMCA's by the government to be 
exposed to new ideas in agriculture . 
And among the Society's plans. is the 
development of the FSC property into a 
conference center. 

Nudging the Government 
One of the spin-off values at FSC is its 

gentle nudging of the government at the 
same time it nudges villagers whose 
lack of initiative has often discouraged 
government vi I I age development offi
cers . The government is now active in 
rodent control, animal anti-sterility ef
forts , giving hormone injections to 
cattle, using artificial insemination to 
upgrade stock, deworming calves and 
in developing fish farming. 

The Farmers' Service Centre also 
serves as liaison with the government in 
other ways : 

For decades India has worked at land 
reform legislation aimed at distributing 
the country's farmland more equitably . 
But continued unequal distribution and 
continued persecution of " untouch
ables" harass this country. In defiance 
of the legal ceilings, tracts of land are 
still held in secret. FSC can conduct an 
investigation into the holdings of land
lords or simply apply to the authorities 
to discover what the facts are. 

Mr. Alexander believes that one 
future direction for the Society may be 
to move into the rural areas-not to give 
technical engineering classes but to 
teach lower level technologies, perhaps 
creating hostels for 100 to 125 persons. 
The amount of cash outlay would be 
much larger than at present and such a 
plan would require government funds, 
larger church investments, a thriving 
industry to subsidize such work-but 
Mr. Alexander sees such a need as very 
great for India . 

Urban/Rural Sharing 
"It has always been an interesting 

exercise to see whether the urban 
workers would share from their boun
ties with the much forgotten rural 
poor," he says. " A few years ago when 
the WDS factory workers saw large 
sums going into the rural areas, they 
asked why they couldn't have more of 
the profit. I told them they had had their 
turn and now it was the farmers' turn. " 

(Top) Mr. J. Rajan Alexander (on right), 
director of the Water Development 
Society, talks with Mr. Molick Krishna, 
of the Farmers Service Centre. (Bottom) 
A worker in the well drilling rig factory . 

It was at this point that Alexander 
arranged for FSC director Malick Krish
na to bring twenty-five farmers to meet 
with the factory workers for an after
noon of discussion . The farmers began 
by thanking the workers for the changes 
and the workers asked what those 
changes were . So the farmers told their 
story. 

A few days later truckloads of pro
duce arrived at the factory-sorghum, 
corn, other vegetables, including 400 
kilos of tomatoes-al l bagged separate
ly for the workers. Then the workers 
asked for the chance to visit the FSC. 

"So we hired buses and took all 300 
to lbrahimpattan, where they had set up 
a tent and provided food," says Alex
ander. " Now we go out once a year. 
And it's no longer my project; it's our 
project with much interest in the farm
ers' problems. And thi s from city folk 
who don't know there are four nipples 
to the udder of a buffalo." • 

Helen Kromer, a writer for Interpretive 
Services, recently visited India . 
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One of the mission study themes for 1978-79 
is "Contemporary Chino." The articles in this special 
section, while they stand by themselves, moy also 

be used os resource material by those involved in the 
study, together with the textbooks ond the 

June 1978, issue of response. The Editors 
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WHV ITUDV CHINA? 
THE:RE:~A CHU AND E:WING W. CARROLL, JR. 

For many Chinese growing up in 
pre-World War II Shanghai , the 

United States appeared to be a genuine 
fr iend of the Chinese people. To be 
sure, the West was looked upon with 
both awe and bi tternes s. Ch inese 
school children were taught that al 
though their nation was under the strong 
influence and control of foreign powers, 
" some day the sleeping lion would 
awaken ... " 

Shanghai endured the various foreign 
concessions with passive patience and 
suffering. During the Japanese Occupa
tion , the United States appeared as a 
mighty ally rescuing China from the 
imperialist Japanese . Planeloads of 
CARE parcels stuffed with bouillon 
cubes and Hershey bars were tangible 
proof of America's concern for the 
Chinese people . 

In October, 1949 the People's Re
public of China (PRC) became a reality . 
The " mighty ally" strongly supported 
Chiang Kai-shek's Nationalist Govern
ment and many Chinese, who left the 
Mainland as pol i t i cal refugees, 
dreamed of the day when they would 
return to a non-socialist China. For 
these people, particularly, the US was 
all-important. 

Years passed. A new generation 
appeared . China grew stronger. 
Through economic , political · and cul
tural struggles, the Chinese people 
embarked on a process of self-develop
ment which continues to this day. The 
dispute with the USSR over Marxist 
ideology eventually rid China of Big 
Brother's technicians and enormous 
financial debts incurred during the early 
days of socialist construction . Many 
overseas Chinese, while not sympathet
ic to China's new political system, 
nevertheless felt proud that their coun
try was no longer dominated by foreign 
powers. 

A Different Look 

During the 1960's overseas Chinese 
began to look at China differently. Their 
dreams of Taiwan's recapturing the 
Mainland (with American help) ap
peared increasingly impossible and 
were finally shattered with the PRC's 

admission into the United Nations in 
October, 1971. Taiwan's UN member
ship had been viewed as a ploy 
encouraged by the US. Peking's admis
sion f11rther signified China's ability to 
stand on its own . 

Peking's admission to the world body 
not only sealed the fate of the National
ists' claim to represent China, it gave 
birth to a more curious and friendly 
concern on the part of many overseas 
Chinese who began to " return home" 
for visits. As the number of China 
travelers multiplied, overseas Chinese 
and foreigners al ike expressed growing 
interest in the Chinese Revolution and . 

what was happening behind the so
called Bamboo Curtain . 

The reports of the sixties and seven
ties were sharp contrasts with what had 
been reported by many missionaries in 
the early twenties. Then, there was a 
situation of apparent hopelessness and 
disintegration . Subdued by the influ
ences and powers of many Western 
nations, China appeared to be a broken 
country. Foreigners visiting Shanghai as 
late as 1945 spoke of the contrast 
between the luxurious hotels and dance 
halls, on the one hand, and streets filled 
with beggars and abandoned babies, on 
the other. 

It is little wonder then , that only a few 
decades later, China seemed to be on 
the road to successfully solving the 
myriad political, economic and social 
problems it had endured for nearly two 
hundred years under foreign domina
tion . 

Still Faces Problems 

The PRC still faces many problems, 
both internally and internationally. For 
people who knew the pre-liberation 
China, the progress has been undeni
able and impressive, but this is not to say 
reports about China do not vary. Ac
cording to one China observer, " any
thing you say about China is true-
somewhere; and anything you say 
about China is false-somewhere ." If 
one observer reports that all of Ch ina's 
800 million people are fed, clothed and 
cared for, another observer--often one 
of the 200-300,000 Hong Kong resi
dents who annually return to their 
" village" to visit family and 
friends-will say " the peasants still go 
hungry. " Whereas China's leadership 
might claim the future is bright, many 
young people who have successfully 
swum to Hong Kong's golden shores, 
will reply, " Things may be going well , 
but there is no future for me in China." 

The need to understand Ch ina is 
important, not only because the Chi
nese people have " stood up" and are 
making decisive progress in most areas 
of society, but also because underneath 
these many accomplishments/failures 
lies a political doctrine which both 
challenges and frightens some of the 
fondest beliefs and hopes of people 
living in non-Communist nations . 
Whatever one can say and understand 
about contemporary China, one ines
capable reality remains-China is a 
socialist nation . The " new China" is a 
confirmed member of the Marxist com
munity. 

Under the leadership of the late Mao 
Tse-tung, China. adapted Marxi st
Leninist principles to the Chinese situa
tion . Like Marx, the Chinese use a 
" class analysis" to discover a11d under
stand how particular segments of a 
society control and dominate another. 
For the Chinese Marxist, the only ~ay to 
change such economic/political control 
is to have a revolution . 

A Long Revolution 

For the Chinese, the experience of a 
long revolution remains vivid and vital. 
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Relying chiefly upon the peasants, Mao 
directed his followers towards seeking a 
correct ideology to build up a socialist 
economy. For Mao such an approach 
was the only way to work towards a 
more humane society . 

Chinese communism believes life is 
full of contradictions and therefore the 
process of liberation is a continual 
thing. Periodic revolutions are both 
unavoidable and necessary. Although 
most Americans are uncomfortable with 
the word " revolution," even Thomas 
Jefferson once remarked there ought to 
be a revolution every thirty years. 

The Chinese see revolution and so
cialist construction as inseparable . 
Through the process of change, people 
are educated; economic development, 
when put in the context of politics, is 
given a new meaning; education, when 
seen in a political light, enables youth to 
view science and technology as useless 
unless used to serve people. Chinese 
view life as a whole. While working on 
particular parts of human development, 
they try not to lose sight of the whole, 
and for them, this whole is not some 

abstract idea or utopia, it is the concrete 
reality of the 800 million people of 
China and the world beyond. 

Different Worldviews 

It seems obvious that the worldviews 
of China and the US are markedly 
different. China still sees the US as an 
imperialistic power and religion as the 
opiate of the people, a stumbling stone 
to human development. 

While China challenges many of the 
values people of the non-Communist 
world take for granted, on a practical 
level it continues to surprise people in 
many ways. Amidst claims that socialist 
nations are bent on destroying family 
life, marriage and family life remain at 
the heart of Chinese society. Divorce 
rates are minimal and children occupy a 
centra I place in the family. The aged are 
respected, cared for and find a signifi
cant role to fulfi II. Because socialists 
speak of revolution, people think they 
represent the opposite of love. In fact, 
visitors to China frequently report on the 
caring way Chinese deal with one 
another. 
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People often remark, " China lacks 
any individual freedom." In the sense of 
selecting one's work, frequency of 
travel, size of home and the · kind of 
books read, this is true. Yet the Chinese 
claim to be a free people. From their 
viewpoint, the individual cannot enjoy 
freedom unless society as a whole is 
free. The non-socialist world empha
sizes political freedom, voting, choos
ing a vocation and other civil liberties. 
China emphasizes the freedom to live. 

Why Study China? 

Why study China? China cannot be 
ignored. Its growing international im
pact and prestige command our atten
tion. A political and economic way of 
life considerably different from our 
own, beckons our appraisal. The very 
fact that the Chinese Communists claim 
to have attained a considerable measure 
of human fulfillment despite no belief in 
God, challenges many of our rel igious 
presuppositions. Finally, in order to 
seek new ways to world stabi I ity, peace 
and understanding, we must turn our 
thoughts and attention to Ch ina. 

China raises many questions; it does 
not necessarily provide answers. It is up 
to the student of China to .seek these 
answers. The fact of seriously consider
ing the questions themselves, will serve 
as a means to a more committed , 
complete and concerned life. • 

Theresa Chu, a Roman Catholic nun who 
grew up in Shanghai, and Ewing W. Carroll, 
Jr., a UM missionary, are on the staff of the 
China liaison Office of the World Division, 
BOCM, in Hong Kong. 

U.S. support of the Chiang Kai-Shek regime (shown, top left, Madame Chiang speaking in the 
U.S.) began to wane as overseas Chinese (top right) and other visitors (bottom) began to report 
favorably of China's treatment of its people (shown, center, are children at a free clinic) but 
Chinese ideology (opposite page) still remained strange and threatening to most Americans. 
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CHINA'S ''NEW PERIOD'' 
Recent features in Peking's People 's 

Daily emphasize that China has now 
entered a "new period " Without deny
ing the continuities, most foreign ob
servers agree that the changes since 
Mao's passing are numerous and im
portant. Thus any portrait drawn exclu
sively from the Mao era is a flawed guide 
to understanding China now and to 
anticipating how it will act in the future 
at home and abroad. Clearly, material 
drawn from the Mao era needs a "new 
look" corresponding to China's "new 
period." 

Richord Sorich 

If I were to generalize, I would say 
that China today is taking up where 
China left off in 1957, before the Great 
Leap Forward of 1958. In education, 
political factors remain strong and the 
ideal of integrating academic with 
practical life is still there, but academic 
excellence is now a sine qua non for 
students, teachers and administrators, 
and the same is true of teaching 
methods and materials. In China's 
factories, the earlier consciousness
raising is being supplemented by infu
sions of material returns for better 

performance, in line with the principle 
of reward according to work done. 
Intellectuals (a much broader category 
in China than in America) are no longer 
a despised and suspect group; in fact, 
they have been redefined as part of the 
proletariat. Overall, organized social
ism is replacing the past decade of 
voluntarist approaches. Instead of an 
overriding devotion to human engineer
ing, the national goal is an all-out 
program to create a powerful industrial
ized nation by the year 2000 through 
the four modernizations-industry, 



agriculture, national defense, and sci
ence and technology. Within this effort, 
the emphasis is on preparations for the 
world war which China insists is inevita
ble . Their belief in this dire prediction is 
convincingly demonstrated by their 
domestic and international actions and 
priorities . 

China's " new period" is not the only 
reason why existing materials on China 
require revision. Over the past year, the 
Chinese media have presented a com
prehensive critique of life in China 
during the 1960's and 1970's. This frank 
new appraisal has come out in unsyste
matized bits and pieces, but taken as a 
whole the resulting portrait contrasts 
markedly with the simplistic monotones 
of unbounded optimism and overblown 
praise for every aspect of China's life in 
the writings of many of her foreign 
friends . Comparing our recent evalua
tions with the new Chinese self-apprais
al , we must be alarmed at our limited 

powers of observation and judgment, 
whether coming from one-month visi
tors or from friends who make an 
avocation or even vocation of involve
ment with China. 

A Repainted Portrait 

China today differs significantly from 
China of the Mao era and is headed in a 
different direction . The portrait of China 
of the past decade and more has been 
repainted in China, and from this 
experience we should learn how to 
make better pictures of China rather 
than simply recopying the changed 
design or nostagically hanging on to the 
old picture. 

Part of our perception problem is to 
be found in the nature of the Chinese 
policy, which has the power to realize 
the natural desire of all regimes to look 
good. A national and international 
image of unbounded success is an asset 
not easily foresworn when it lies within 
one's grasp, But even more of the 
problem lies within ourselves. Desiring 
friendship with China, too many of us 
choose the easy way out and equate 
friendship with unstinted praise and 
identification with the views of the 
Chinese authorities of the day. This is 
often done under the unassailable slo
gan of "let the Chinese speak for 
themselves"-but would we now dare 
say that the Chinese authorities of 
Spring 1976 "spoke for the Chinese 
people," after witnessing the wide
spread popular joy as these selfsame 
authorities were deposed in October 
1976? No, there is nothing particularly 
magical about China. Its rulers some
times abuse their powers and even 
embark on mad adventures. Depriva
tions of human rights, as we ordinarily 
view them, occur at all levels, some by 
design but some in contravention of 
standards set up by the Chinese them
selves. These facts call for understand
ing and perspective, not a pretense that 
they don't exist. 

A Discriminating Friend 

It is difficult but not impossible to be a 
friend of China and yet eschew a 
vulgarization of this diverse nation of 

The goal is to create a powerful 
industrialized nation by the year 
2000. Technology (below) is one part 
of that effort. Within this effort, the 
emphasis is on preparation for the 
world war which China insists is 
inevitable (opposite page). 

nearly a billion individuals, each just as -
sensitive and needful as we are in 
human terms. Some day we will all see 
the injustice and insult in thinking of the 
Chinese as People's Daily puppets 
giving all to the people but caring 
nothing for the person. 

The besthearted people are always 
concerned to learn from China. Well, 
now we have a chance to learn how to 
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"Some day we will all see the 
injustice and insult in thinking of the 

Chinese as People's Daily puppets 
giving all to the people but caring 
nothing for the person." Above, a 
card game on a Peking sidewalk. 

appraise China and at the same time 
develop ways ·to combine friendship 
with frankness, sympathy with sophisti
cation, and tact with the truth, warts and 
all. This is not an easy or comfortable 
way to be. It is complicated, it requires 
making d ifficu It independent j udg
ments, not swallowing whole-hog what 
some government says. Even worse, it is 
often necessary to suspend judgment, 
seek more data, and reflect more 
deeply. In real life, there are no easy 
pigeonholes of good or bad . All this will 
not sit well with people who see life in 
ultimates and neat categories. China 
concerns .seem to attract more than the 
usual share of enthusiasts for ultimates 
and neat categories, and this is even 
more true of religious China c~ncerns. 
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The world has no lack of critics of 
China, but I find few who are able to 
criticize as well as praise within a 
framework of developing friendship for 
China in America and developing closer 
relationships with the Chinese people. 
A hate-filled writer who revels in 
China's many pathologies is a destruc
tive force still to be reckoned with, but 
real and lasting friendship cannot be 
based on the opposite extreme of seeing 
a magical and well-ordered Chinese 
garden through the poisonous mists of 
our own seething problems and disor
der. A one-sided view of China and of 
ourselves by comparison may seem the 
"friendly way" in the short run, but in 
the long run it will only dwindle to a 
dead end . I believe in the virtue and 
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long-run practical utility of friendship 
cum felicity to a principled and painful 
search for life's complex realities , both 
in China and in America . This road wi ll 
be difficult. Our courage, persistence 
and intellect will be sorely tried . Unidi
mensionalists on both sides will be 
dissatisfied and will sni pe . People in 
authority on both ·sides of the Pacific 
will bestow their favors on more conge
nial friends, although ultimately I be
lieve that honesty, si ncerity, sophistica
tion and competence will win the 
respect they deserve. The only way to 
avoid obsolete perspective in China's 
future "new periods" is to chart our own 
course and not accept ready made 
formulas . This calls for more than good 
will and a kind heart. It demands a lot 
more hard work by well-trained people 
under extremely mature and wise guid
ance. • 

Richard Sorich, a consultant to the China 
Program of the National Council of 
Churches, was formerly connected with 
Columbia University. This article is adapted 
from one which appeared in China Notes. 

.. 

. 
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In addition to technology and science, 
the other three areas of the "four 
modernizations" to produce an 
industrial state are agriculture, 

• industry and national defense. 

~ 

New World Outlook • October 1978 [411] 

~ '>:. ·, 
~-

.._.,~ 

27 



b 

IT'~ THE: LONG PULL THAT COUNT~ 
As one who taught history in the 

University of Nanking 1920-1950, 
experiencing the Nationalist Revolu
tion, the Japanese invasion, and the 
Communist conquest of power, I natu
rally have followed closely the changes 
since then. Our prime concerns now 
and for the long pull should be: first, the 
well-being of the Chinese people, one
fourth the persons in the world ; second, 
the relationships ·between that 
near-billion and the rest, especially the 
North Americans among whom we 
carry direct responsibility. Supplemen
tary concerns could include: interest in 
the nature and course of the massive 
revolution as such, not adequately 
made known to us by advocates or by 

M. ~E:ARLE: BATE:~ 
opponents; consideration of what ele
ments of theory or policy, of accom
plishments or of frustrations, may be 
instructive for "developing countries" 
or for our own. 

Members of the Family of God 

In the broad humanitarian "prime 
concerns" we Christians should be most 
deeply committed, with undiscourage
able faith . Beneath and above all 
differences of ideology and of systems, 
Chinese men, women, and children are 
one with us in the family of God. Two 
particular points require mention . The 
Chinese regime's denial of the very 
possibility of God, and its suffocation of 
all religious practice save exceptions 
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politically expedient (such as those of 
tens of millions of Moslems and of 
lamaistic Buddhists on strategic fron
tiers) demand in us extraordinary effort 
to discover truly Christian attitudes and 
behavior, and to maintain them against 
discouragements. Second, it is asserted, 
more shrilly by certain idealist "friends 
of China" than by Chinese inside, that a 
new type of man has been formed, 
thoroughly social and unselfish . True, 
the paths of individual accumulation 
are confined . But there are abundant 
evidences of self-interest in moderate 
differentiations of income, housing, 
occupation, power-not least in the 
Communist Party itself, which claims to 
be the bearer of virtue but certa inly 
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draws to itself the ambitious. 

Factional Rivalries 

Factional rivalries, carried into armed 
struggle and mass imprisonments and 
banishments of the vanquished , have in 
one full generation three times shaken 
the People's Republic into gross public 
change. In the late spring of this year 
dependable reporting from Hong Kong, 
based almost entirely on Chinese offi
cial statements by press and radio, has 
disclosed the recent release of political 
prisoners and persons banished to ,labor 
on the frontiers, numbered by scores or 
even by hundreds of thousands . (A 
single directive from the Central Com
mittee ordered the release of 110,000, 
not few of them from the crisis of 1957.) 
Contrast the comfortable logic of some 
selected visitors: our guides did not 
show us prisons, therefore there is no 
crime. Moreover, the national press 
agency charged that a thousand persons 
in the Ministry of Culture had been 
purged, imprisoned, or tortured to 
extract confessions, resulting for some 
in disablement, insanity, or death ; and, 
again, that in Shanghai tens of thou
sands of people had been " cruelly 
tortured or persecuted" by " the radi 
cals" in their triumph of the Cultural 
Revolution (late 60's). If you want 
information ordinarily concealed , ask 
the restored man or a newcomer about 
the conduct of those whom he replaces. 

Mao in the ' Place of ChrisH 
r 

On occasion certain North Ameri
cans have put Mao in the place of Christ 
as revealer of ultimate truth. It will be 
interesting to see how they accommo
date themselves to the current desancti
fication of Mao, which officially as
cribes ten yea~s of disastrous error to the 
" Gang of Four" who owed their ascend
ency to his favor. Indeed, we may now 
expect that the two great prior shifts of 
leadership and policy, associated with 
the names of Liu Shao-chi and Lin Piao, 
successively exalted by Mao as top 
favorites and then disgraced as traitors, 
will in guarded language be re,cognized 
as failures in wisdom and leadership. In 
reality, Mao's place in history is secure 
by reason of what he did in organizing 
and propagandizing an immer:ise gueri I
la system ; not by incredible adulat ion as 
a thinker and as builder of a national 
economic and political structure. 

China the Moden 

Moreover, confidence in what China 
actually accomplishes can best be 
maintained and extended by keeping to 

"BE:NE:ATH AND ABCN€ ALL Dlff€R€NC~ 
a. IDE:OLOGI~ AND a. 

MT€M~. CHIN~€ M€N, WOM€N 
' AND CHILDR€N AR€ 01€, WITH U~ IN 

TH€ f.AMILV a. GO>." 



The present direction of the PRC 
"seems steadier" than some past 

emphases. Below, a stone lion 
verturned by Red Guards during the 

Cultural Revolution. 

known facts-hard as they may be to 
discover-without risking the disap
pointments and resentments when un
substantial claims have to be discarded 
as false or misleading. For some years 
there was a flurry of words that China 
had provided the model for developing 
countries . Perhaps so for some specific 
items such as mass-labor construction 
of irrigation systems and flood control. 
But the base of the general claim was an 
assumption that China had found the 
way to bring population under control; 
and had increased the nutrition of that 
great majority who most needed it, 
implying not merely good distribution 
but also growth in per capita supply . 

There was a census twenty-five years 
ago, not badly done though missing, in 
expert opinion, some five percent or 
nearly 29 million above the announced 
total of nearly 580 million. Since then, a 
mystery: no known census, but frag
ments from various departments and 
regions. Multiple and diligent efforts by 
international scholarship have at least 
received the welcome but intermittent 
help of better provincial figures, chiefly 
applying to 1974-1976. The ablest 
summary interpretation of all known 
data and estimates from 1953 to 1976 
shows a net increase of at least 350 
million at an average rate rather consis
tently maintained at two percent per 
year, totaling well over 900 million. 
Thattrend would reach 1,000 million in 
1980. The present annual increase 
appears to be some 18 million, equiva
lent to that of a good-size country in the 
United Nations list of 161. Indeed, that 
yearly increase of 18 million exceeds 
the population of 77 percent of the 
countries in the list, including countries 
of some prominence such as Taiwan, 
North Korea, East Germany, Czecho
slovakia, Cuba, Australia. Is that good 
news for developing countries, or dis
mal portent? The housing experts within 
the People's Republic are anxiously 
distressed over the rising needs for 
housing, and the near-impossibility of 
securing land for houses rather than for 
food and factories. All told, the govern
ment and the people deserve much 
credit for the immense labor and 
organization which have fed, even 
humbly, those expanding hundreds of 
millions. But here is no gospel of 
success in population control; and the 
fairly well-substantiated data on grain 

Population increases seem to lessen 
earlier, optimistic reports of 

breakthroughs in population controls. 
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~ .... 
supply indicate that provision per 
mouth scarcely keeps even . 

The Cultural Revolution 

. North American fol lowers of the Party 
line were enthusiastic about the Cultur
al Revolution because it dealt such 
devastating blows against the elites in 
education and in occupational oppor
tunities . Would they have liked to 
shoulder the burdens of a commune 
administrator forced to provide for the 
needs of a thousand or two reluctant 
and utterly unskilled city youths under 
relentless pressures to produce? Would 
they like now to face in machine 
industries and in every kind of technical 
and scientific work a ten-year gap of 
trained personnel? The head of the 
recently revived program of research 
and higher training rejoiced that "Now 
we have a National Academy of Sci
ences, no longer an academy of cab
bages." In such things, as in many 
others, we'll do well to refrain from 
regarding the Chinese Revolution as 
mass omniscience. Rather, it is still 
highly experimental, facing enormous 

problems. Sharp changes may be fre
quent, though it does not now appear 
that the system of power falters . The 
present tack seems steadier, likely to 
gain more in production and to arouse 
fewer enemies, than some of the past 
plunges by Mao or by associates in his 
name. (But thi s assessment may betray 
bourgeois prejudice and ignorance of 
revolutionary dialectic!) 

We must set mind and conscience for 
understanding China and for sound 
relations with her people, whatever 
shocks may come, whatever blunders 
may be made in Peking or in Washing
ton or in our own information . These 
things are too big to be left to those, from 
Nixon and Kissinger through Chinese 
and American figures to this moment, 
who want to turn a humane " normaliza
tion" of relationships into a mere 
weapon against Russia . • 

M. Searle Bates, noted teacher and author, 
served as Professor of Missions at New 
York 's Union Theological Seminary until his 
retirement. This article is adapted from one 
in China Notes. 

"We'll do well to refrain from 
regarding the Chinese Revolution as 
mass omniscience." Above, wall 
posters denouncing former President 
Liu Shao-Chi. 
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WHAT DOES CHINA HAVE 
TO DO WITH CHINATOWN? 
When I was asked to write on what 

the impact of the People's Repub
lic of China has been on Chinese 
Americans, I found myself looking at 
our history in America in a new and 
broader context. Minority issues often 
tend to be explained only in terms of 
racism and domestic relationships, but 
the United States relationship with 
China plays an important role in deter
mining the future of Chinese Ameri
cans. 

Before getting into the impact of 
contemporary China, it is necessary to 
understand how China in the past has 
helped to shape the development of 
Chinese Americans today. How China 
and the Chinese are perceived polit
ically , economically and culturally 
affects how Chinese Americans are 
treated by others as well as how we 
perceive ourselves. 

The "Heathen Chinee" 

In the mid-nineteenth century, China 
was politically and economically weak 
and was being exploited by many 
Western nations. The Chinese were 
perceived in a negative manner in the 
U.S. even before the Chinese started 
immigrating to this country . The Ency
clopedia Britannica of 1842 described 
the Chinese: 

"A Chinaman is cold , cunning and 
distrustful ; always ready to take advan
tage of those he has to deal with ; 
extremely covetous and deceitful; 
quarrelsome, vindictive, but timid and 
dastardly. All ranks and conditions have 
a total disregard for truth ." 

The Chinese were viewed as 
something totally " heathen" and sub
human, and that was how they were to 
be treated both in China (as a nation to 
be exploited) and in the U.S. 

Why the Chinese came to America 
and how they would be treated here 
cannot be understood within the U.S. 
context alone. As new frontiers and 
resources came to be developed after 
the British banned slavery, there was a 
global need for cheap labor which the 
C::hinese helped to fill. Poor Chinese 
were shipped all over the world in what 
came to be known as the "Coolie 
trade." 

Norman Fong 

By the latter part of the nineteenth 
century, the Chinese were no longer 
needed in the U.S. Soon, campaign 
slogans such as " The Chinese Must Go" 
began to emerge. In 1882 the contro
versial Chinese Exclusion Act was 
passed and remained in effect until 
1943. 

It would be both too time-consuming 
and sad to describe the treatment of the 
Chinese in America during this period 
but in order to understand the develop
ment of Chinatowns one must remem
ber how exclusion laws, segregation, 
the removal of Chinese from other 
sections of towns (even by violence and 
arson) helped to create them . China
towns cannot simply be explained in 
terms of a self-imposed exile in the 
name of the "Chinese family structure" 
(as I was taught in school) . 

Many intellectuals, .students and offi
cials in China protested against the 
treatment of Chinese in the U.S. but the 
nation was politically too weak to be 
taken seriously. 

From Heathen Chinee to Model 
Minority 

In 1943, the Chinese Exclusion Act 
was repealed. China was an ally of the 
U.S. in World War 11, and it was too 
embarrassing to have an exclusion act 
directed specifically against an ally. A 
quota system permitted 105 Chinese per 
year to enter the U.S.; wives were 
finally allowed to enter; and Chinese 
were permitted to become naturalized 
citizens. This period marks the real 
beginning of the Chinese American 
family. 

Although the Chiang Kai-Shek regime 
was forced off the mainland in the late 
nineteen forties, both in U.S. foreign 
policy and in the hearts of many 
Chinese Americans his government was 
sti 11 regarded as the "real China ." Those 
who believed this often felt that to be 
"Chinese in America" was to be quiet, 
hard working, avoid confrontations 
both politically and personally, and 
believe "Mao was the devil. " That is 
what most Chinese American youth 
were taught in the fifties and sixties, 
both in the Chinese schools and at 
home. 
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On top of this, during the Black revolt 
and riots of the sixties, many prominent 
newspapers and magazines ran articles 
claiming that the Chinese had "made it" 
in the U.S. Put these together, and we 
get the " model minority" myth . This 
new image of the Chinese as the 
successful American was and is being 
used to justify a number of ideas: that 
the "melting pot" works and racism no 
longer exists (Blacks and other minori
ties lag behind because they don't work 
hard enough); that everyone can make it 
if they work hard; and that Chinese 
American poverty no longer exists. 

Conservative elements in China
towns also promoted this image and, 
sad to say, some still believe it today. 
Rather than cry out at injustice, they 
would rather hide our poverty, say 
"Don't rock the boat", and proclaim 
business as usual. 
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From Model Minority to "Serve the 
People" 

During the late sixties, a movement 
across the nation began to change 
minorities' perceptions of themselves 
and of American society. For Chinese 
Americans, a new image developed as 
the old Confucian, Kuomintang, con
servative image began to fade . 

The rise of the People's Republic also 
helped to make possible a new percep
tion both of ourselves and of China. No 
longer is it terrifying to say " Taiwan is 
not China"; ten years ago people got 
beaten up at pro-PRC rallies . I remem
ber when the so-called " Chinese left" 
were very much alone as they shouted 
that " Mao is better than Chiang." But 
times have changed . If you go to 
Chinatown, you will see many Chinese 
at the October 1 (PRC) National Day 
celebrations . After Nixon visited China 
in 1972, all of a sudden one could see 
Mao hats and PRC flags in the stores and 
homes of Chinatown . In the early 
seventies, a friend of my pastor gave our 
church a picture of Mao to hang 
somewhere in the building. That was a 
radical thing to accept since the older 
generation (quite understandably) really 
feared and hated the People's Republic . 

No doubt about it, there is a new 
sense of beginning as the old image 
passes away and a new one is emerging. 
But what does that mean and what 
future lies ahead? For many Chinese 
Americans, it means moving from the 
model minority success goal to one of 
serving the people-in this case, the 
people of Chinatown . Many students 
and other Chinese Americans are re
turning to Chinatown to help fight 
against injustice even if in a very small 
way such as helping to get more 
bilingual programs for the many immi
grants who cannot speak English well. 
In the case of my church, our congre
gation has been struggling for the past 
six years for the building of a low-cost 
housing project in Chinatown. A few 
years before, our demonstration at City 
Hall for the project would have been 
considered terribly " un-Chinese" but 
now " serving the people" often means 
getting involved politically . For many 
Chinese Americans, " to serve the peo
ple" was just " communist rhetoric," 
but for many today it is a cal I for us to be 
concerned for justice politically, eco
nomically and culturally. 

There are not many banners with the 
words, " Serve the People" , hanging in 
the streets of Chinatown, but just look at 
the number of groups which have 
emerged in recent years who are 

struggling for social and political jus
tice. At the same time, many more 
courses are now being offered in 
colleges and universities concerning 
China and you can be sure that many 
Chinese Americans are taking them. 

The rise in our perceptions of the 
People's Republic of China and the rise 
of our concern for justice seem to go 
hand in hand . As a Chinese American , I 
think it is a very positive and construc
tive combination compared to what I 
remember from the past. The change in 
our reference point and thus our identity 
as Chinese Americans is liberating and 
challenging. 

What does China have to do with 
Chinatown? A whole lot. • 

Norman Fong, now serving as a United 
Methodist mission intern in Hong Kong, is a 
Presbyterian from San Francisco. 

Americans' perceptions of her Chinese 
have altered drastically, from " the 
white labor destroyer" caricatured in 
nineteenth century to the " model 
minority" today. 
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The question 
oi who is Chinese 

may sound like 
a Zen riddle 

but it is a 
dynamic issue. 

THE CHINESE 
The Chinese are everywhere. You fi nd 

them in metropolitan centers . You 
find them in remote towns and country . 
They seem to look alike, but they are not 
al ike. They speak the same language, 
and they speak a babel of languages. A 
group of Chinese clergy used Canton
ese, Hokkien, Mandarin and English in 
their recent conference in Washington , 
D .C. They included Chinese from Hong 
Kong, Formosa, Malaysia, Singapore, 
Vietnam, Indonesia, China, and the 
Philippines. Some came to America 
directly from their " mother country"; 
others detoured through the island 
nations of Southeast Asia . Their names 
revealed the diversity of their back
ground : Pun, Tso, Hu i, Chang, Hung, 
Chiu , Seto, Yu . . .. 

Some Chinese Families 

Let's meet some of the Chinese in 
America . Here are Mr. and Mrs. Yap 
from the Philippines. They are a retired 

couple living with their professor 
daughter. They came to visit their 
several children in this country and their 
children want them to stay here. The 
couple can support themselves, but the 
immigration authorities want them to go 
home. Where is home for this couple? 
With their children in America, in a 
retirement home in the Philippines, or 
in the People's Republic of China? 

Mr. Lee is a married man with two 
children in graduate schools in Texas. 
They came here to study and he came to 
reclaim the lost property of his late 
father: all by way of Hong Kong. After 
years of struggle with the immigration 
authorities, Mr. Lee has finally obtained 
his " green card" (for permanent resi
dency). He was a college professor; he 
is now a substitute teacher. His wife 
continues to live in Hong Kong, waiting 
for the day she can reunite with her 
husband . 

Dr. Chan came to this country to 
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L\MERICANS Samuel Wong 

further her study. She started her medi
cal practice in a multi-ethnic neighbor
hood, and rendered a much needed 
service in the community. But, Dr. 
Chan is a stateless person. The immi
gration authority informed her that she 
had to wait for a place in the " immigra
tion quota" allotted for her native 
country, and she waited six years! 

Becoming an American 

The experiences of these individuals 
are not necessarily typical of other 
Chinese experiences in this country. 
Nonetheless, they illustrate the initial 
and sometimes frustrating process by 
which a Chinese becomes an Ameri
can . 

To enter this country, a Chinese-like 
all other entrants-needs to apply for a 
U.S. visa, on a permanent resident or a 
vis itor status . After being a permanent 
resident for three to five years, the 
immigrant is eligible for citizenship, 

which entails another application pro
cess. The applicant is investigated, 
interviewed, and if all goes well, 
admitted as a ci tizen . 

Anyone who has read American 
history would recall that Chinese, along 
with other Asians, were not always 
welcome in this land of the free . 

gration and the denial of naturaliza
tion." 

Those who remained in this country 
were contained in the gilded slums 
popularly presented in America as 
Chinatowns. 

Distorted View 

Chinese came to the West Coast in Not all Chinese live in Chinatowns. 
1848, worked on the railroad to com- Indeed, the relative invisibility and 
plete the transcontinental link, worked inaudibility of Chinese in America is 
in the gold mines where Anglos were partially a result of their dispersion in 
unwilling to risk themselves, and took the neighborhoods of America . Those 
up occupations which organized labor able to move out of Chinatowns are 
found distasteful. Gradually, these early usually professionals who have estab-
Chinese immigrants were persecuted lished themselves, acculturated them-
individually and corporately. Lynching, selves to the American way of life and 
vandalism, harassment, and murders are the ones known to most Americans. 
were their lot; state and federal legisla- Thus, Americans are presented with a 
tu res enacted laws to exclude Chinese: distorted view of the Chinese in Ameri-
the Foreign Miner's Act in 1856, the ca. They meet them either as objects of 
Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882, and in tourist interest and American myth, or 
1902, Congress " indefinitely extended as " model " minorities who had made it 
the prohibition against Chinese immi- in this land . They do not see the Chinese 
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"God has not 
sent us to 

China. God 
has sent Chin~ 

In our midst." 

Chinese United Methodist Church in 
New York City. 

in the garment factories, in the restau
rant kitchens, or in the dungeons of 
grocery stores. They do not know the 
cost of Americanization to a Chinese. 
They cannot appreciate the hurt of 
being called a " Chinaman", a " Chink", 
an " Asiatic", or an " Oriental ". 

To compound the distortion, some 
Chinese-Americans adopt the stereo
types in order to get along with the 
dominant society, and some have com
pletely given up their Chinese heritage. 

What Is a Chinese? 

Is a Chinese who does not speak or act 
Chinese a Chinese? This question may 
sound like a Zen riddle, but it is a 
dynamic issue in a plural istic society . 
Perhaps one should explain the expres
sion " speaking or acting Chinese. " 

" Speaking Chinese" is a relatively 
simple identification : Anyone who is 
able to converse in any one of the 
dozen-or-so common dialects among 
Chinese people is de facto speaking 
Chinese. Chinese people may not be 
able to understand themselves in their 
many dialects, but they are speaking 
Chinese. 

" Acting Chinese" is a more difficult 
identification and the concept is fraught 
with problems of stereotyping. One can 
isolate self-control , perseverance, fru
gality, adaptability, accomodating, and 
a host of other positive attributes as 
essentially Chinese, but these attributes 
are by no means the monopoly of an 
Asian people. A workable definition of 
" acting Chinese" is actions that are 
consistent with traditional Chinese 
values, and "acting Chinese" is a 
primarily subjective definition. 

Indeed, being a Chinese is a subjec
tive identification . At the meeting of 
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Acrordlnt to die 1970 cmsas. 
43S,062 Chinese llve In 
America. Of dlat flaure, 
approxlmatdy 62 pment. or 
ISS,000, lh'ed In die north
tastan porfton of die coantry, 
with 82,000 In New York 
State alone. The Chinese art 

a hlllhly arban aroap, with 
more dlan 96 paunt ralcllna 
In major cltks. for aampk. 
69,324 Chinese live In New 
York City, S8,696 In San 
frandsco, JS,639 In Honolala, 
and 27,34S In Los Anaeks. 
Chinese clergy in Washington, 
D.C.-mentioned in the opening para
graph-were people from different po
litical entities, yet all the participants 
considered themselves Chinese. Thus, 
" Chinese in America" is more of an 
ethnic identification than a political 
identification . Failing to make this 
distinction often leads to ridiculous 
fragmentation of the Chinese communi
ty. 

The United Methodist Church 

Within the United Methodist Church, 
Chinese are serving in various capaci
ties. Some a re pastors of local 
churches-serving both Anglo congre
gations and Chinese congrega
tions-others work in the national 
structure. Among the forty-some bish
ops in active service, one is a Chinese
American , Bishop Wilbur Choy. 

Assisting Chinese to cope with the 
demands of adjustment in America, 
Chinese churches have organized com
munity service centers, bi-lingual edu
cation classes, and congregations for 
fellowship and worship. All the pastors 
of the dozen-or-so Chinese United 
Methodist Churches-most of which 
are small congregations--are immi
grants. As a denomination, the United 
Methodist Church seems to have a 
policy of benign neglect toward the 
Chinese in America. 

God has not sent us to China. God has 
sent Chinese in our midst. What is our 
responsibility as God's people to God's 
other people in this land? • 

Mr. Wong is a United Methodist layman 
working as an Associate Executive Secretary 
o f the United Methodist Commission on 
Religion and Race in Washington, D.C. 



Sun Yat-sen memorial in Nanking, China 

The Odyssey 9f a 
Chin~ American 

, Ellen Clark 

Like the rest of us, Chinese Americans 
are fascinated with their heritage. 

The Rev. Peter Feng Chen, staff member 
of the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries (BOGM), is no exception . He 
seized on the opportunity to join a 
12-day study tour of China last Spring 
which was sponsored by the World and 
Education and Cultivation divisions of 
BOGM and Scarritt College. 

Born on Taiwan, reared in Japan, 
long a resident of the U.S., Chen had 
never visited the mainland, from which 
his great-grandparents had migrated to 
Taiwan. He came away from China 
awed by the country's ancient civiliza
tion, immensely proud of China's post-

1949 social achievements and im
pressed with " the energy and mutual 
commitment" of the Chinese people . 

In an int.erview he acknowledged the 
"regimentation-the price the Ch inese 
have pa id," but he did not think Lt 
erased the gains made. 

" I don't blame people who react 
negatively to the visitors return ing from 
China with glowing reports," he said. 
"It's difficult for a person without 
first-hand experience to swallow their 
accounts. But seeing is believing." 

Taiwanese Courted by China 

Chinese hospitality undoubtedly in
fluences the goodwill of visitors. More
over, overseas Chinese, particularly 
those with roots in Taiwan, are sought 
after by the People's Republic of China, 
Chen pointed out. 

" Train stations had special entrances 
with welcome signs for overseas Chi
nese," he said . " At the Sun Yat-sen 
memorial in Nanking, the guide re
minded us that it had been built by 
overseas Chinese-important because 
both the Nationalists and Communists 
claim Sun Yat-sen as a patriot. " 

Chen's late father, a trader in Japan, 
went to Peking last Fall shortly before 
his death to negotiate a sale of soy
beans. 

"I don't know whether the fact that he 
spoke Chinese and was president of the 
Overseas Chinese Association in Japan 
helped him with the coveted grain 
business, " Chen said , " but in China he 
was really given the red carpet treat
ment. " 

Growing Up in Japan 

For Peter Chen, the trip to China was a 
milestone in what he described as a 
lifelong " pilgrimage of self discovery." 
In 1933, when he was three years old, 
his family moved from Taiwan to Japan 
to start a branch of the family import
export bus'iness, and he was readily 
absorbed into Japanese life . 

"Our family kept our Chinese name 
but I spoke Japanese and identified as 
Japanese," Chen recalled . " I was un
aware of discrimination growing up." 

From 1895 to 1945 Japan occupied 
Taiwan and Taiwanese held Japanese 
citizenship. Japanese treatment of Ch i
nese was fairly benign, Chen said , 
because of Japan's historic " cultural 
reliance" on China. With the Japanese 
invasion of China in the 1930's, Japan's 
Chinese grew uneasy, however. 

" Many Chinese changed their names 
to Japanese ones during the war, but we 
didn't," Chen said . " Even so we were 
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Peter Chen, second from right, at 
recent church gathering in Japan. 

well accepted by the Japanese. In 1943 
I was appointed by the faculty to be 
student body president at prestigious 
First Kobe Middle School, a remarkable 
thing for a Chinese." 

Questions after the War 

After the war, the Chinese in Japan 
became more assertive, Chen said, and 
he himself had "nagging feelings" of 
being different. 

"My thought patterns were Japanese, 
I looked Japanese, and people accepted 
me as Japanese-until I told them my 
name. Then conversations froze. It had 
a certain effect on me. The phenome
non must be similar for American blacks 
who can ,pass for white. 

"Many Chinese have done well 
economically and educationally in 
Japan. But they have been kept out of 
school administration, major industries 
and the political arena. A Japanese
American friend of mine from San Jose 
[California], Norman Mineta, was 
elected to the [U.S.] Congress. For a 
minority to make it to the Diet in Japan 
would be unthinkable." 

Becoming a Christian 

Questioning his identity led Chen 
into a search for religious truth, at first 
through traditional religious faiths. 
While attending Tokyo University, he 
became interested in the Student Chris
tian Fellowship, which was meeting in a 
pre-fab building near the campus. There 
he met three young Methodist mission
aries working with the Fellowship, 
Laton Holmgren, Dave Reid and 
Jack Moss. Moss and Holmgren were in 
the initial group of "J 3's" (missionaries 
to Japan for three years) in 1948; Reid 
arrived in 1950. 

"They helped me complete my philo
sophical search," Chen said. "Through 
exposure to Christianity and Chris
tians-and the providence of God, I 
became a Christian." 

Chen's family had had no religion but 
they had always been "sympathetic" to 
Christianity, Chen said. One by one, 
taking different paths to Christ and 
joining different denominations, his 
parents, his two sisters and his brother 
also became Christians. At the time of 
his death Chen's father was an elder in 
the Overseas Chinese Presbyterian 
Church in Kobe, Japan . 

A Move to America 

Laton Holmgren, one of Chen ' s 
tutors in Christianity, made arrange
ments for Chen to go to the U.S. for 
studies in 1951. (Holmgren went on to 
become general secretary of the Ameri
can Bible Society; Moss and Reid 
remain missionaries in Japan.) Chen 
was graduated from the School of 
Theology of Boston University in 1956, 
a year after his ordination. By this time 
Chen Pi-feng was calling himself Peter 
Feng Chen. 

After seminary, Chen was prepared to 
return to Japan but the former Japanese 
Provincial Conference of the (U.S.) 
Methodist Church badly needed bilin
gua I ministers and requested his 
service. Chen pastored Japanese
American churches in Riverside, North 
Gardena and Los Angeles, California, 
(Centenary in L.A. is the largest Japa
nese-American United Methodist 
Church) for almost two decades. 

"I immediately identified with the 
Japanese Americans," he said. " I found 
more acceptance from them in the 
churches than I had ever known in 
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Japan." Chen married a third-genera
tion Japanese-American from Hawaii he 
met in California, Nora Oshima. 

Thoughts on Racial Identity 

For the past few years Chen has been 
assistant general secretary of the Parish 
Ministries program unit of the National 
Division of the Board of Global Minis
tries. He is chairperson of the Ethnic 
Minority Local Church and Leadership 
Grant Committees of the National Divi
sion and was formerly chairperson of 
the Asian-American Caucus of the 
United Methodist Church. These roles 
have kept Chen conscious of minority 
concerns . 

Chen feels a "genuine Chineseness" 
although he speaks little Chinese. He is 
"equally at home" in the United States, 
where he says he has acquired a certain 
"brashness", and in Japan, where he 
conforms to "Japanese restraint." His 
thoroughly Americanized daughters, 
Julie and Patti, identify with the Japa
nese more than the Chinese and are 
"demanding" to learn Japanese. 

"The unresolved question in America 
is whether ethnic groups will disappear 
in the American mold or whether we 
allow ourselves to affirm our individual
ity," Chen said. " The rate of intermar
riage will have some impact on this . 
Sixty-five percent of Japanese Ameri
cans today are marrying non-Japanese. 
As late as the '50s intermarriage was a 
no-no." 

Chen said he was " pretty much 
delighted" to be who he is . " The 
negative side to being a minority is 
prejudice and a sense of insecurity. The 
positive side is an awareness of a 
peculiar heritage I can fully affirm . A 
personal , spiritual search for identity is 
essential. " • 
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The small community of Lake Placid , 
N. Y., was proud when it won the site 

designation for the 1980 Winter Olym
pics. The resulting dollars would , tem
porarily at least, boost the Adirondack 
mountain village's faltering economy 
and a repeat of the community's 1932 
hosting of the winter Games would 
enhance its resort appeal. That pride is 
reflected in the slogan that the U.S . 
Olympic Committee is using in fund 
raising: " It's a matter of pride .. . . " 

But now local people and their 
Olympic Organizing Committee are 
embroiled in an unexpected controver
sy that threatens to mar the internationa l 
fellowship and good will that the 
Olympic Games are supposed to sym
bolize . 

The dispute is over a housing com
plex for the 1,400 youthfu I athletes, and 
400 staff persons, who are expected to 
attend the Olympics. In order to get 
federal money for its construction , the 
housing had to have a viable after-use. 
What could the sma ll village, with a 
year-round population of only 3,000, 
do with such a large facility? 

The Lake Placid Olympic Organizing 
Committee considered such ideas as a 
college dormitory or public housing, 
but the final choice was a federal prison. 
So, after the two weeks of Winter 
Games, in February, 1980, the 1,400 

athletes will be replaced by 500 youth
ful offenders, aged 18 to 26. Ironically, 
security requirements for athletes ' 
housing, with bitter memory of the 
terrorism at the 1972 Munich Olym
pics, are si milar to those for prisons. 

Though construction of what's being 
cal led the " Olympic Pri son" began in 
the spring of 1977, opposition to the 
planned pri son after-use was organized 
only this spring. Some church, pri son 
and sports groups have formed STOP 
(Stop the Olympic Prison) to convert the 
housing after use into something other 
than a prison . 

An International Issue 

" This is very much an international 
issue, " said S. Brian Wi I Ison, founder of 
the National Moratorium on Pri son 
Construction, which with the New York 
State Council of Churches, formed 
STOP. " Other nations will wonder 
about our integrity and our dedication 
to the spirit behind the Games if we let 
this building become a prison ." 

Willson, who has taken on the fight 
against the prison as a personal crusade, 
has alerted European nations whose 
athletes will participate in the Olym
pics . " There were expressions of shock 
and dismay from churches and anti-pris
on groups in England, East Germany, 
Sweden, Holland and France," he 

©IL W ~(?)Il~ 
(?)~Il~©~ , __ 
A MATTER 
OF PRIDE? 
CONNIE MYER 

Controversy 
surrounds plans 
for after-use of 
athletes' housing. 
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reported . " The Dutch TV network, 
!KON, sent a crew over to film a 
documentary on the pri son . It will be 
shown in Holland and sold to other 
European networks. We want to try to 
get it on a network here, too ." 

Instead of a pri son, says Willson , the 
housing could be used for a permanent 
eastern amateur athleti c training center 
for wh ich Lake Placid also has been 
recommended by the U .S. Olympic 
Committee. " But at th is point," he said, 
" they' re looking for other sites for that 
housing. We've got to stop the possibili
ty of two Olympic Villages being built. " 

STOP also says another federal prison 
for youth isn't needed, -that federal 
offenders, mostly committed for non
violent crimes, should be dealt with in 
other ways, such as group homes, 
restitution and fines. Even if a new 
federal prison were bui It in the north
east, STOP asserts, it should be near the 
la rge metropolitan areas where current 
statistics indicate a majority of the 
inmates would be from. Lake Placid is 
300 miles or more from New York City, 
Boston and Philadelphia. Transporta
tion for families and friends to visit 
inmates is inconvenient and avai I able 
overnight lodgi ngs expensive in tourist 
season . 

Local Residents Happy 

Though the Olympic Prison proposal 
is creating ripples outside, most Lake 
Placid residents, who have been told 
th~ facility will mean up to 200 local 
jobs, are happy about the proposal. 
Their experience has been good with 
Camp Adirondack, a minimum security 
state prison, whose inmates go into the 
community to shovel snow and do other 
work . The medium-security Olympic 
prison, whose prisoners wou ld not go 
out, and Camp Adirondack are actually 
both in Ray Brook, a small wooded 
settlement five and a half miles west of 
Lake Placid . As of this writing, the only 
local dissenters are some property 
owners whose land abuts the site where 
the Olympic housing complex is now 
about 50 percent complete . 

For United Methodi sts the Olympic 
Pri son issue is dramatically joined . The 
Rev . J. Bernard Fell , a former Lake 

"Other nations will wonder 
about our dedication to the spirit 

behind the Games if we let 
this building become a prison." 

Placid policeman who became a United 
Methodist clergyman 10 years ago, is 
executive director of the local Olympic 
Organizing Committee. Another UM 
pastor, the Rev. William G. Vigne, is 
chairman of the Religious Affairs Com
mittee of the 1980 Olympics. It' s said 
this is the first time a religious commit
tee has been officially designated for an 
Olympics meet. 

Meanwhile, all the annual confer
ences of the United Methodist Church 
in New York State have passed resolu
tions opposing the prison as an after-use 
and calling for a search for an alterna
tive purpose. They have been joined by 
the Northeast Synod of the United 
Presbyterian Church, and state units of 
the United Church of Christ, Unitarian
Universalist Association , the lnterreli
gious Task Force on Criminal Justice of 
the Joint Strategy and Action Commit
tee, a National Counci I of Churches-re
lated group, and the American Friends 
Service Committee. 

Questionable Procedure 

STOP has threatened to file lawsuits 
about the Olympic Prison, claiming its 
approval came through irregular and 
highly questionable federal government 
procedures. As STOP tells it, this was 
the scenario: As the Olympic Organiz
ing Committee was still desperate to 
find an after-use for the needed athletes' 
housing, local Congressman Rob
ert McEwen happened to hear that the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons was looking 
for a site for another youth prison in the 
northeast. 

Norman A. Carlson, director of the 
bureau, came to Lake Placid to meet 
local people and look over the Ray 
Brook site . At first the Bureau of Prisons 
considered using the present Camp 
Adirondack site (which formerly housed 
a tuberculosis hospital), but decided 
conversion of the old buildings would 
be impractical. In late 1976 and early 
1977 McEwen, a member of the House 
Appropriations Committee, met with 
his colleague, John Slack, chairman of 
the Appropriations Subcommittee on 
State, Justice, Commerce and the Judi
ciary, which marks up Bureau of Prisons 
budget requests . Slack agreed with the 

idea of constructing a federal youth 
prison which first would be used to 
house Olympic athletes. 

Because there was a rush to get 
construction started so the housing 
could be used for pre-Games competi
tion in the winter of 1978-79, the 
Subcommittee passed the request for a 
$22 million item for the Olympic 
housing and the youth prison. STOP 
says the money was appropriated with
out the usual careful scrutiny another 
prison request might have received . 
Two subcommittee members, Yvonne 
Burke of California and Joseph Early of 
Massachusetts, in a minority report, 
questioned the " lack of documented 
planning or a record of public discus
sion" of the Ray Brook prison. 

Another Attica? 

Willson also claims the Bureau of 
Prisons violated Carlson's own publicly 
stated philosophy of locating new pris
ons as close as possible to where 
offenders are from . 

"It's also a case where all white 
guards from the mountain communities 
will be supervising the mainly minority 
inmates," said Willson. " It could be
come another Attica." 

There also are serious environmental 
questions about the prison since, in the 
haste of getting building under way, a 
site plan for an existing federal prison in 
Memphis, Tenn ., which had no relation 
to the Ray Brook terrain, was used. Ray 
Brook residents and the Adirondack 
Park Agency say construction has 
caused needless tree cutting and silta
tion of Ray Brook, for which the 
settlement is named . Added to this is a 
controversy about plans for disposing of 
prison sewage. 

But all the notoriety that the " Olym
pic Prison" is receiving apparently 
hasn 't ruffled the Lake Placid Olympic 
Organizing Committee press office 
where a spokesman said , "We're only 
concerned about the Olympics. We' re 
not commenting on the housing after
use. We're sure as hell not experts on 
prisons." • 

Ms. Myer 1~ senior staff writer for Interpretive 
Services of the Board of Global Ministries. 
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CHINA: SEA'RCH FOR COMMUNITY, 
Raymond L. and Rhea M. Whitehead, New 
York, 1978, Friendship Press, 69 pages, 
$2.75. SEAR(HING FOR THE REAL 
CHINA, A Guide for Christians, David Ng, 
New York, 1978, Friendship i>ress, 45 
pages, $2.25. Both are available from the 
Service Center, 7820 Reading Road, Cincin
nati, Ohio 45237. 

" Contemporary China", a new mission 
study th'eme for children, youth and adults , 
deals with The People's Republic of China . 
Using books, a map, slides, filmstrips, and 
art reproductions of the Huhsien Peasant 
Paintings imported from The Peoples Re
publia, it addresses the question , " how do 
we as Christians understand the renewal /re
covery of China?" It attempts "to develop 
Christian attitudes toward the new China 
and its people by trying to understand the 
meaning of the Chinese revolution and its 
positive achievements." No small task! 

The text is informative, but not an 
exhaustive encyclopedia of facts and fig
ures . Rather, it deals with values and 
principles and the manner in which The 
People's Republ ic has combined political
social-educational-mi litary means to ac
complish its goals. 

The Whitehead book is easy to read . Since 
mo'st of us have little recent information 
about life in China, it is also an interesting 
book. The variety of personal experiences 
and impressions make it clear that important 
changes have taken place since 1949 and 
that we must consider implications of this 
" China event. " The text includes some of 
the best known writings of Mao Tse-tung, 
excerpts of an interview with Chinese 
Christians K. H. Ting (former Anglican 
bishop) and his wife Siu-mei, along with 
insights and opinions of westerners who 
have recently lived and/or visited in China. 

The five short chapters look at " how the 
Chinese have sought new ways of building 
community and the implications of these for 
our Christian life together." 

Chapter I illustrates key values of The 
Peoples Republi c using three of Chairman 
Mao's most popular articles (" sermons"). 
Particularl y troublesome for some will be 
China's socially oriented vision of the future , 
and acceptance of struggle as the means of 
bringing about change. 

Chapter II covers about 110 years of 
Ch inese history in just 11 pages. It clearly 
makes the point that the Communist revolu
tion was the culmination of a century of 
struggle. A succession of battles and civil 
wars are named, but the full details and 

implications are leh to other texts . The role 
and/or involvement of the U.S. is not 
mentioned. The removal of the Nationalist 
Government to Taiwan is scarcel y noted . 

Chapters Ill and IV discuss the tensions 
between individual and collective rights and 
the traditional role of rel igion in China . This 
will provoke many questions about personal 
freedom , coercion, regimentat ion and ind i
vidual creativity . The Ch inese emphasis on 
social responsibility and the needs of society 
(socialism) rather than individual rights and 
personal ownersh ip (capitalism) will cause · 
debate. 

Little is known about the Christian chu rch 
in China today. Recent articles from visito rs 
will helpfully supplement th is chapter. One 
statement will catch many persons up short: 
" For China's secula rized soc iety today 
rel igion is not a threat ; it' s simply irrela
vant. " 

The final chapter suggests fou r ways of 
understanding what has been happening in 
China from the perspective of community 
life and Christian mission. One affirms the 
need for a "visible church" in China; one 
sees " God's work in history" being med iat
ed through non-Christians as well as Chris
tians ; another emphasizes the Christian 

dimensions of the " values" that are emerg
ing and the last suggests usi ng China as a 
" mirror" through which we see ourselves 
more clearly . Readers are asked to consider 

, if Christianity can exist w ithout churches? If 
the Christian church in Ch ina is in danger of 
extinction? If its continued life is dependent 
upon direct contact with other Christians? 

This is a timel y study theme. Since 
President Nixon visited China in 1972 our 
interest in China has increased. The deaths 
of Mao Tse-tung, Chou En-lai and Chiang 
Kai-shek brought new leadersh ip to The 
Peoples Repub lic of China and the Republic 
of China (Taiwan). Simultaneously there 
have been two changes in U.S. leadership, 
requiring new re.lationships. The text does 
not attempt to deal with the problems of 
normalization of relationsh ips between the 
U.S. and The 'Peoples Republi c of China . 
While not within the specific intent of the 
course, it is too important politi cally to be 
ignored . Resources are available elsewhere. 

The Whiteheads' very helpful book is 
paired with an excellent gu ide by David Ng. 
Those teach ing the cou rse will find several 
suggestions and outlines, and a helpful 
I is ting of resources . 

Most of us know little of modern Ch ina, 
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although we have many feelings and impres
sions-frequently negative ones. The re
sources w i ll seem idealized and overly 
positive to some. They will raise many more 
questions than can be thoroughl y explored 
in a short study time, and so should be 
understood as an introduction to a complex , 
fascinating subject. 

Barbara E. Campbell 

Barbara E. Campbell is Assistant General 
Secretary, Women 's Division, BOGM 

COMING HOME-TO CHINA, by Creight
on lacy. Philadelphia, 1978: Westminster 
Press, 153 pages, $4.95 . 

So many books have romanticized what 
has taken place in the People' s Republic of 
China that it is refreshing to read a book that 
is able to applaud their achievements but at 
the same time does not play down the 
authoritarianism, regimentation and anti-re
ligious stance that shapes China 's national 
life. Such a balance is not easy to maintain 
when describing w hat has happened in the 
last thirty years in Chinese family life, 
political thought, education, and religion , 
but Lacy has done so in a remarkable way. 
He has been able to maintain this balance by 
a lifetime of scholarship about China and 
things Chinese, a deep appreciation for the 
Chinese as a people that comes out of his 
boyhood in China and five years of working 

there from 1946-50, and the ability of a 
ski llful writer to express different shades of 
good and bad in precise and exciting 
English . 

I found his chapter deal ing w ith " popular 
misconceptions" of the situation in China 
particularly helpful. Are all Chinese Com
munists? The answer is no . Are there any 
" flies in China?" Yes , but nothing to 
compare with 30 years ago. Did the 
Communists really murder millions of their 
opponents? Yes, but millions more would 
have died in the normal cycle of fam ine and 
civil war if the reorganization of national I ife 
had not taken place. Is China a democracy? 
As Americans would define democracy, the 
answer is no. 

H is conclusions about the state of Chris
tianity on the Mainland of China is a bleak 
one and he offers little hope that this 
situation will improve in the next 20 or 30 
years. But looking further down the road , he 
sees three religious questions that the 
Chinese people will have to face . When they 
do, a change for the better could come . His 
questions are : Can any religion (including 
Maoism) offer transcendent truth without 
Transcendent Truth? Can any society 
achieve eternal revolution without a revolu
tionary Eternal? Can any human being 
sustain thei r 'service for the people' without 
Divine Love? If and when these questions are 
asked , Christians will be listened to again. 

The final chapter with its five concl uding 

SEUPAND 

by Bishop Abel Muzorewa 

Beginning with his boyhood 
in Rhodesia, Bishop Abel 
Muzorewa recounts the events 
which made him a powerful 
spiritual and political leader in 
Africa. Not since Gandhi has 
there been an individual who 
combines spiritual and political 
power so effectively. $9. 95 

fhe book publishing deportment of 
the united methodlsl publishing house 
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" generalizations" about China are in my 
judgment " on target. " The Chinese are 
materially better off than 30 years ago; they 
live in an authoritarian society of conformity 
and regimentation ; they have rediscovered a 
sense of national autonomy; on the whole 
they appear satisfied with what they have; 
and we can hope for a more moderate path 
in the years ahead . Reflecting on these five 
" generalizations" few Americans would 
want to live in China, but they would 
recognize the need to take a positive attitude 
to the People's Republic and to work for 
closer and better re lationships between the 
Chinese and American people. 

The author dedicated his book, "To my 
friends in China whom I did not see on my 
recent trip, but whose friendship I continue 
to treasure in affectionate hope and in 
fervent faith ." He did not see them on this 
trip, but perhaps he wi 11 on the next one . H is 
book should help prepare the kind of 
understanding needed for their eventual 
reunion as friends , and at the same time for 
better understanding for those who have 
never been to China or have not yet been 
privileged to come to know Chinese in 
China as their personal friends. 

Tracey K. Jones, Jr . 

Tracey K. Jones, Jr. is general secretary of 
the UM Board of Global Ministries. He was 
formerly a missionary in China. 

LETTERS 

A KIND WORD FOR THE PRESIDENT 
One reason that I subscribe to " New 

World Outlook" is the editorials . I feel that 
they are written from the standpoint of 
Christians, especially Methodists. (I 'm 82 
and a life-long member of the Methodist 
Church .) 

I am greatly disappointed in the editorial 
" A Return to the Past" in the July-August 
issue . 

Can ' t someone, especially Christians, say 
a kind word for our President? Aren ' t there a 
few things for which he should be given 
credit? 

It was the media-ABC's Howard K. 
Smith , who on August 2 gave President 
Carter the first words of praise I have heard in 
a long time. 

(Mrs.) Lucy S. Higgs 
Evansvi lle, Indiana 
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THE MOVING 
FINGER WRITES 

United Methodist Bishop Jesse R. DeWitt, p resident of the National Division of the Board of 
Global Ministries, addresses a session of the conference of family farmers in Kansas. 

FAMILY FARMERS DISCUSS 
COST-PRICE SQUEEZE 

Only 4.1 million Americans live on farms , 
and only 52 percent of that 4. 1 mil lion earn 
their principa l income from farming. The 
family farm is vanish ing, disappearing from 
the la ndscape as su rely and swiftl y as the 
family drugstore and the mom-and-pop 
grocery. Does the Church ca re? 

The National Division of the Board of 
Global Min istr ies cared enough to invite 40 
United Methodist farmers and their spouses 
to an " emergency farm crisis consul tation" 
in W ichita , Kansas, last su mmer. 

" It's time we heard from the farmer ," 
argued Gladys Campbell , execu tive sec re
tary of the Town .and Country Mi nistries 
department of the National Division , one of 
the consultation 's planners. " United Meth
odism's strength lies in small churches in 
small towns and rural areas . The Chu rch w i ll 
be the victim as much as the farmer if the 
corporate farm ing trend continues ." 

The farmers ca red enough to leave their 
fields during the peak summer time to come 
and share their opinions on the fa rm 
situation with about 50 non-farm denom
inational leaders. Some insisted on paying 
the ir own way, believing that the Church 
should not squander money on meetings. All 
seemed genuinely pleased that the Church 
wanted to hear from them . 

The fa rmers included wheat growers from 
Kansas , truck fa rmers from California , cattle 
rai sers from West Virginia and elsewhere, 

chicken and pig fa rmers from Ohio and 
South Carol ina, corn and soybean growers 
from Iowa and Mississippi , sunflower and 
melon growers from Texas and Colorado. 
Their acreage ranged from the hundreds to 
the thousands, but all were " fam i ly farms", 
w hich they touted as maximally efficient in 
terms of production and conservation . 

What troubled them? Inadequate income 
ranked as number one concern . Farm prices 
have not kept pace with rising costs , farmers 
maintained . The cost-price squeeze was 
blamed for the plight of Mike Murphey of 
Protection , KS , who learned during the 
consultation that hi s banker was foreclosing 
on hi s farming operation. 

Government poli cies came in for strong 
criticism from the farmers . O ne group listed 
its beefs: " political manipulation of export 
and import markets , inappropriate farm 
programs, taxes, lack of farm labor due to 
government programs that discou rage peo
ple from working, pricing, and costly and 
unnecessary requirements of regulatory 
agencies." 

A frustration which farmers felt keenly was 
the negative stereotyping they say they 
experience in the media . 

The " dumb fa rmer" image persists in the 
face of the modern farmer's expertise in 
agriculture, mechani cs , meteorology and 
business, farmers maintained . More bother
some however is the " rich fa rmer" stereo
type. 

" Consumers blame the farmer for food 

price ri ses but the farmer gets only 38 cents 
of the food dollar," one participant noted . 

" Why badmouth the farmer w ith an 
air-conditioned cab on his combine when 
the chu rch worke r has an ai r-cond itioned 
office?" asked a Kansas farmer. 

" Our farm workers averaged $12 ,000 last 
year and my husband and I went $80,000 
into the hole," asserted a California fa rmer. 

We all speak it-understand it. 
Even the church uses it to com
municate the Gospel. In this and 90 
other nations, United Methodist 
World Service dollars speak to 
people through missions, evan
gelism, education, worship , stew
ardship, social action, minority con
cerns and other forms of Christian 
witness. Each World Service dollar 
speaks of your concern for a world 
desperately needing to hear the 
good news of Jesus Christ. 

World Service Is 
people serving people. 

For more information 
on how the annual 
$24,980,000.00 
World Service budget 
"speaks" write : 

United Methodist 
Communications 
1200 Davis Street 
Evanston, Ill. 60201 
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CHURCH ATTENDANCE DOWN IN MOZAMBIQUE 
Since the Marxist-oriented government took over in Mozambique, this Maputo Cathedral 

lies quiet during the week and its pews are only half-filled on Sundays. Church attendance is 
down throughout the country. 

Though citizens are not persecuted for their religious beliefs, most people agree that the 
government clearly disapproves of churchgoing. "If you do practice religion," a recent press 
report said, "you do not get high up in the party structure." 

" There's probably not a farmer here who 
couldn' t make more money by se l ling his 
land and investi ng the profit," stated another 
farmer . 

The farmers expressed a strong commit
rile-nt to the Church. Wendall Pritchett of 
Lizton, IN served as a delegate to his annual 
conference at harvest time because he 
believed the presence of the laity to be v ital. 
Mike Murphey, whose farming operation 
was foreclosed , has been an active supporter 
of Tara, a churc h-assisted agriculture and 
irrigation project in west Africa . 

In return the farmers asked for under
standing from the Church, stressing that farm 
values are values the Church can readil y 
affirm . Several farmers contended that some 
church bureaucrats offer solutions to world 
hunger-meatless meals, international grain 

reserves , oppos1t1on to acreage set-aside 
measures-without consulting farmers . 

" I don' t want people to go hungry 
anymore than anyone else but I don 't think 
farmers should bear the brunt of the 
sacrifice," a farmer sa id . 

(Ellen Clark) 

MORE HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES 
NOTED IN EQUATORIAL GUINEA 

An African Roman Catholic bishop from 
Equatorial Guinea has come to the United 
States to cal I attention to " the violation of 
human rights" in the tiny, " forgotten " West 
African nation. 

" The object of my trip to this great 
nation ," said exiled Bishop Raphael M. Nze 
Abuy, C.M.F., of Bata in a statement, " is to 
expose and explain .. . the destruction of 
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refugees 
the Church and repression of religious by outsi 
freedom , the moral , soc ial , and econom ic justabo1 

deterioration of the country and its people ." The~ 
" I have come," the scholarly churchman outlawei 

added , " to apprise (the American people) of catholic 
the human exodus, murders, executions, Marxist 
religious and political persecution, and the been cl 
general terrorism throughout" Equatorial havebei 
Guinea . than 30 

Equatorial Gu inea , a small, isolated coun- least 1C 
try at the base of the West African bulge, known I 
which once was Spain 's only colony in black Catho 
Africa , had a population of about 350 ,000 Washin1 
when it became independent in 1968. Over educati< 
95 per cent of the population is Christian, the promotE 
vast majority , Roman Catholic . issues, 

Since independence, the country has cause,s 
experienced an increasingly repressive rule the Cati 
under self-proclaimed President -for- Life itiesrejE 
(Francisco) Macias Nguema Biyongo Negue placed ' 
Ndong. be reot 

According to Bishop Abuy, backed by making! 
estimates given by Western diplomats, " tens Equa 
of thousands" of people in Equatorial indeper 
Guinea have been murdered during the rule Bishops 
of Pres ident Nguema. (The Vatican report- Bishop 
edly puts the figure at 50,000). These Gomez 
killings, and the flight of at least 90,000 The \ 
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refugee from the country (some e timates 
by ou tside source are much higher) have 
ju t about halved the popu lation si ne 1968. 

The Roman Catho lic Church has been 
ou tlawed by President Nguema, a baptized 
Catholic who now considers himself a 
Marxist and an atheist. Al l churches have 
been c lo ed down . Foreign missionaries 
have been expelled from the country. More 
than 30 nati ve-born Cathol ic priests and at 
least 100 Catholic women religious are 
known to be in prison . 

Cathol ics for Christian Political Action, 
Washington, D.C.-based national polit ical 
education and acti on organ ization that 
promotes Christian posi tions on public 
issues, and has taken up Bishop Abuy's 
cau se, says that President Nguema outlawed 
the Catholic Church after Cathol ic author
ities rejected his demand that his portrait be 
placed on church alta rs and that Catholics 
be requ ired to inc lude hi s name when 
making the sign of the cross. 

Equatorial Gu inea, at the time of its 
independence, had two Roman Catholic 
Bishops: Bishop Abuy and Spanish-born 
Bishop Francisco Gomez Marijuan. Bishop 
Gomez Marijuan lives in exi le in Spain . 

The United States suspended diplomatic 
relations with Equatorial Guinea in 1976. 
Spain broke off dip lomatic relations in 1978 . 
France is the only nation in the West that 
maintains formal diplomatic links with the 
country , though it does not mai ntain an 
embassy there. 

The only embassies in Equatorial Guinea 
are those of the Soviet Union, East Germany, 
Cuba, China and North Korea . 

The ti ny nation's economy has deteriorat
ed badly under the Nguema regime. It is 
bel ieved that the country 's princi pal source 
of revenue is subsidies from the Commun ist 
countries. 

Bishop Abuy told Religious News Service 
that President Nguema, in May of this year, 
formally procla imed Equatorial Guinea to be 
an atheist nation. (Thus it joi ns the ra nks of 
Al ba nia, w hich was the world 's fi rst pro
clai med atheist state.) 

According to the bishop, there are today 
between 300 and 500 Cuban milita ry 
personnel in Equatorial Guinea and between 
300 and 500 Ru ssian mili tary personnel , 
who " control the ai rport, the seaport, and 
the communications system." 

Other sou rces report that President Ngue
ma is backed by a ruthless milit ia drawn 
from his own triba l district of Mongomo, 
supported by Cubans and Ru ssia ns. 

Bishop Abuy was at pai ns to poi nt out that 
tribal rival ry is not a major fac tor in 
Equatorial Gu inea. Between 80 and 90 per 
cent of President Nguema's " vict ims" are 
members of the dictator's own ethnic group, 
the Fang, the prelate said . 

Equatorial Guinea (10,83 1 sq. mi.) con
sists ch iefly of the is land of Macias Nguema 
Biyongo (formerly Fernando Po), the si te of 
the capital , Malabo, and , 100 miles to the 
southeast, the larger area of Rio Muni, a 
square of land between Cameroon and 
Gabon. 

e Christian 

" It is my hope," said Bishop Abuy, " that 
my message w ill reach everyone (i n the 
U.S.), so that once again the people in 
Equatorial Guinea wi ll be free to live, 
worship, and work with dignity and wi thout 
the fear and terror that grip them daily." 

There is a Reformed Church of Equatorial 
Guinea, to wh ich the United Presbyterian 
Program Agency is related . However, what 
little is known of the Church's life there 
comes through nearby Cameroon and not 
through direct contact. Church services are 
held in homes and baptisms are performed 
w ith great care, accord ing to the 1978 
M ission Yearbook. 

(Laurence Mullin , RNS) 

NEW POPE, WHEN A CARDINAL, 
CONGRATULATED TEST TUBE BABY 
Before his election as Pope John Paul I, 

Card inal Albino Lucian i, then the Patriarch 
of Venice welcomed the birth of Lou ise 
Brown, the Engl ish baby who was conceived 
outside her mother's body. 

Since becoming Pope, John Paul I has not 
commented on the bi rth . Thus far, however, 
li ttle notice has been pa id to the fact that as a 
Cardinal his views on the birth of baby 
Lou ise departed from the Church's tradi
tiona l condemnation of any procedure 
which led to conception without sexual 
relations. Pope Pius XII , for instance, had 
said that any intervention is " not legitimate 
w hen artific ial means directly exclude or 
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substitute for the matrimonial act. " 
Cardinal Lucian i's view were publ ished in 

a Rome daily newspaper on August 4th. He 
sa id, " I send the most heart-felt congratula
tions to the English baby girl whose concep
tion took place artifi cially. As far as her 
parents are concerned, I have no right to 
condemn them. If they acted w ith honest 
intentions and in good fa ith , they could even 
be deserving of great merit before God for 
what they wanted and asked doctors to carry 
out. " 

The Card inal did express some reserva
tions about the procedure and cautioned 
that there was a high ri sk of babies being 
malformed. He also voiced fears of a new 
industry wh ich wou ld create what he cal led 
" baby factories." 
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ECUMENICAL COALITION 
IS WORKING IN YOUNGSTOWN 

The Ecumenical Coalition of the Mahon
ing Valley , which is trying to reopen a closed 
steel plant in Youngstown, Ohio , under 
community and/or worker management, has 
hired seven organizers to extend its cam
paign state-wide. The coalition, founded by 
church groups, also hopes to negotiate with 
LTV Corporation , whic h on June 21 merged 
with Lykes Corporation, owner of the c losed 
Youngstown plant (i n w hich 5,000 lost thei r 
jobs) for possible purchase of the stee l 
facility . LTV has announced it wil l not 
reopen the plant and will close the nearby 

Brier H ill works, wi th the loss of 1 ,400 more 
jobs. The Ecumenical Coa lition, at the end 
of July, has raised $3.5 mill ion from 
churches, ind ividuals and groups in specia l 
bank accounts to show support for reopen
ing the steel plant. It also has opened a 
campa ign office in New York City . 

A major national convocation is bei ng 
planned for the end of September by 
relig ious leaders of Youngstown . Its purpose 
is to focus attention on the growi ng cris is in 
our ci ti es caused by plant closings or 
reduced production and the dramatic effort 
underway in Youngstown to create a model 
solu tion w here a giant steel mi ll has been 
closed down. 

The November issue will feature a variety of topics. The church in Africa today as seen by 
an Africa Task Force of the Board of Global M inistries; undocumented aliens entering the 
U.S. as seen from both a U.S. and a Mexica n perspective; an interfaith council in Los 
Angeles; a new missionary discussing the miss ion of God ; the Navaho Methodi st M ission 
School in New Mexico; a miss ion intern 's account of his summer in Washington working 
on hunger issues; a Californ ia church and Vietnamese refugees; and an approach to 
interreligious dia logue. A special feature will be an interesting and affectionate account of 
the life of Mrs. E. Stan ley Jones, by her son-i n-law, Bishop James K. Mathews. 
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The Mass Communications Fund helps produce Connection. 

•Through CONNECTION , your new United Methodist weekly ra
dio series w ith its music , human interest and witness fo r Christ 
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• Through television spots for ch ildren which encourage Christian 
social values 
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Mass Communications Fund 

Your gifts are needed for MasCom. 
For a Fact Sheet, write United 
Methodist Communications, 1200 
Davis St., Evanston, Ill. 60201. 
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The cure for pollution 
lspeople. 

Worlmgtogether. 

Our streets and countryside 
have become dumping grounds 
for trash. But all across America, 
people are now recycling 8 million 
tons of it a year. 

For a brochure showing how ---
you can participate in dozens 

ol projects like this, write 
Keep America Ele•ullful, Inc. 

99 Park Avenue, 
N.Y .• N.Y. 10016. 

A Publ ic Service of This Magazi ne & The Advertisi ng Council 

ABUSE OF SEAMEN GROWING 
CONCERN OF PORT CHAPLAINS 

Abuse at sea is a growing concern of 
churchmen who minister to seamen in the 
nation's ports. 

It ranges from mysterious deaths at sea to 
beatings. But most commonly it involves 
seamen being cheated of their wages by 
unscrupulous capta ins and financially hard
pressed shipping companies trying to stay 
afloat in a world of increased competition 
and rising costs . 

Most victims are Th ird World personnel 
who hire on cheaply and come from nations 
with little political or union influence. 

Abuse is not lim ited to the poorly kept and 
minimally run " flag of convenience" sh ips, 
which register under the flags of countries 
with few safeguards for seamen. 

The ultramodern ships run by computer 
panels produce their own kind of abuse that 
gets the chaplains' attention . 

The Rev. Robert Peoples, of the Seamen's 
Church Institute, Ph i ladelph ia, says alcohol
ism is taking its toll aboard the modern ships. 

" When you have a crew cut in half from 
40 to 20, and all a man does is look ata panel 
board with a panic button all day, boredom 
sets in," Chaplain Peoples said . " And th is 
boredom is driving a lot to drink, and we are 
seeing more alcoholics in church services." 

One alcoholic stood up and started 
cursing during a communion service, he 
said. (H iley Ward, RNS) 
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BASIC RESOURCES ON CONTEMPORARY CHINA 

CHINA: SEARCH FOR COMMUNITY, by Raymond L. Whitehead and 
Rhea M. Whitehead . The authors give an historical perspective and review of 
what has happened in the past half century . The book faces the fact of loss 
of indiv idual freedom but reports that certain basic human needs for food , 
shelter, clothing, medical care and employment are met more fully than in 
many Western lands. Why? The authors point to an affirmation of human 
values and a deep search for community. The book enables us to see our own 
society more clearly in its strengths and weaknesses. $2 . 75 

SEARCHING FOR THE REAL CHINA: A GUIDE FOR CHRISTIANS, by 
David Ng. Provocative ideas, group procedures and sessiqn plans for youth 
and/or adult groups ; designed to help users grow in their understanding of 
their values and make best use of available resources on China. $2.25 

THROUGH THE MOONGATE , by Leonard and Carolyn Wolcott . For late 
elementary boys and girls, this anthology tells of the China that was, and the 
China that is today through stories, drawings, poems and music. $4.00 

PANDAS IN THE PARK, by Audrey McKim. For early elementary boys and 
girls, this is an 4pdated version of the earlier book-a picture visit with 
children in the People 's Republic of China. $1 .75 

THE GUIDE ON " CONTEMPORARY CHINA" FOR TEACHERS OF 
CHILDREN , by M. Agnes Peebles and Leonard and Carolyn Wolcott. This is 
a dual guide for Through the Moongate and Pandas in the Park , offering 
teachers background information and creative ideas. $3.50 

CHINA LOOK : IDEALS OF LIFE IN POSTER ART. A set of six full-color 
art prints import ed from the People's Republic of China picturing Chinese 
life . Useful for stimulating interest in the study and for discussion of Chinese 
and Western Values. $6.95 

MAP 'n ' FACTS: CHINA. A three-color 25 x 35 inch map showing Ch ina and 
its relat ionsh ip to surround ing nat ions, complete with sketches on the map 
and basic in format ion on China including population , ethnic groups, industry 
and agriculture . $1 .95 

AUDIOV ISUALS 

CHINA TAKE THREE. A col or filmstrip with 
cassette and guidance, giving impressions of China 
by recent visitors from a variety of backgrou nds. 

ONCE UPON A HORSE. Art filmstrip with revised 
script and cassette tape . Chinese folk tales are 
featured , and the cassette also includes songs 
from old and new Ch ina. Kit, $12.95. (Those who 
already have the filmstrip Once Upon A Horse may 
purchase cassette and guidance material for $6.00) 

$12. 

CHINA SLIDE SET. 20 color slides including art 
tit le slide, showing contemporary China. Reading 
script is included . $6.00 

Al l material s listed may be ordered from Service Center, 7820 Read ing Road, Cincinnati, Oh io 45237 . 
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