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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

September, 1978 

Rhodesia. Controversy continues over United Methodist reactions to the internal 
settlement in Rhodesia. UM Bishop Abel Muzorewa, head of the United African 
National Congress and one of three Black leaders taking part in the internal 
settlement, published a lengthy statement in Texas Methodist/United Methodist 
Reporter replying to a statement adopted April 9 by the UM Women's Division. The 
women's group had been critical of the agreement. In his reply, the Bishop said 
that the Division had been "influenced by a certain staff member" who is an 
"ill-informed and fanatical supporter of the so-called Patriotic Front" and 
claimed that Patriotic Front sympathizers are "willy-nilly ... supporters of black 
minority rule, of totalitarianism, of anti-Christian forces and of Marxism." In 
response, Mrs. Mai Gray, president of the Division, expressed regret that a 
personal attack had been made on the "division and one of its staff" whom she 
identified as Mia Adjali, "for 13 years on our staff at the U.N. and who since 
1968 has been our executive secretary for the U.N. and international affairs." 

As a further development, the Evangelical Missions Council, a task force of 
the Good News movement, called for the resignation of the entire Women's Division 
staff, alleging that "the Marxist views of staff persons in the Women's Division 
have long been a topk of conversation .... " BOGM general secretary Tracey K. 
Jones, Jr., denounced the EMC action as "irresponsible, incomprehensible, and 
uninformed" and "tragic" that "can only cause harm to the total United Methodist 
Church." 

In Rhodesia, meantime, the ruling body (of which Bishop Muzorewa is a member) 
abolished racial discrimination in some areas but retained strict segregation in 
state-run schools and hospitals and residential districts. Six leaders of the 
UANC were expelled after they called for Bishop Muzorewa's replacement for 
"betraying the principles" of the group. Among those removed was the Rev. John 
Kurewa, a UM minister and the bishop's former administrative assistant and a 
prominent member of BOGM's Africa Task Force. 

World Council of Churches. In a related development, the World Council of Churches 
announced that it would make a grant of $85,000 to the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe 
for food, health, social, educational and agricultural programs. The Patriotic 
Front, headed by Joshua Nkomo and Robert Mugabe, is the main group of Africans 
opposing the Rhodesia internal settlement. The money had been voted by the 
executive conmittee of the wee in 1977 but the officers were empowered to decide 
to whom the money should be given. In making the grant, the officers said that 
the "internal settlement ... leaves the illegal white minority regime still in 
effective control and gives it a veto over real change for the next decade." The 
Commissioners of the Special Fund to Combat Racism reconmended the grant to the 



Patriotic Fron t af ter a fact-finding mission to Africa last spring by WCC general 
secretary Philip Potter , according to Annette Hutchins-Felder, UM representative 
on the body . 

Reactions to the grant were quick . Lois Miller, executive of BOGM's World 
Division, criticized the decision, saying that it "pitted black against black. 11 

Criticism also came from UM Bishop Ralph Alton, one of five denominational re
presentatives on the Central Committee of the WCC. Barbara Thompson and Jan Love, 
two of the five, .supported the grant while Bishop James K. Mathews was out of the 
country and U. S. Rep . John Brademas could not be reached for comment at press time. 

Bol i via. The Evangelical Methodist Church in Bolivia has protested the forceable 
entry into the Church of the Reformation on July 19 by uniformed agents of the 
government security forces who broke locks, windows and doors on the church and 
used tear gas in the interior . According to church officials, 30 or 40 peasants 
entered the church during a weekly Bible study group and said that they wished to 
join a hunger strike to protest the situation in Bolivia. (No hunger strike was in 
progress although such a strike had taken place there last January protesting 
human rights violations.) They were followed by Security Force agents who removed 
them from the church . Other agents broke into the empty church later that night. 
The incident followed the recent presidential election, characterized as a "brazen 
fraud" by an international team of observers . 

Lambeth Conference. The Lambeth Conference of the world's Anglican bishops has 
left the decision of whether or not to ordain women up to the various Churches 
themselves. The action in effect endorses the ordination of women by the Episcopal 
Church in the United States, the Church in Hong Kong, and the churches of Canada and 
New Zealand, which altogether have ordained about 150 women. The action was viewed 
as a compromise and was endorsed by 316 bishops and opposed by 37, with 17 ab
stentions. The bishops turned down a suggestion that there be a five year pause 
before ordaining more women . . .. In another action, the Conference called on world 
governments to uphold freedom of speech, movement and worship, the right to be 
housed and educated, and freedom to work, and condemned economic exploitation and 
social injustices, torture, detention without trial and the taking of human lives. 
The resolution was introduced by Bishop Desmond Tutu, general secretary of the 
South African Council of Churches, representing a bloc of African bishops. He 
urged that Christians not abandon them when the struggles become violent, because 
"those who opt for violence are still our brothers and sisters. 11 

Vashti Crisis. United Methodist-related Vashti School in Thomasville, Ga. is 
$40,000 in debt and does not know where meals for its 50 young boarders will come 
from. "Almost all the grocers have cut us off except for COD deliveries, 11 reported 
Vashti's di rector , William Oliver, in mid-August. Almost all the students at the 
75-year-old school are disturbed teenagers referred by the Georgia State Department 
of Human Resources and the courts. Chief reason for Vashti's financial bind is 
that the state pays a maximum of $195 a month per child while the total cost of 
each child's care is $900 a month. Vashti is seeking a $15,000 loan from the 
South Georgia Conference, which has already promised $9,400 for the year. The 
National Div i sion contributes $75,000 to the school's $350,000 budget. 



Plight of Refugees. Finding American churches or citizens to sponsor Indochinese 
refugees has become 11 a matter of life or death " , says Michael Myers, a Church World 
Service official who has been interviewing refugees in Malaysian camps . Southeast 
Asian nations feel overburdened with refugees and are turning away their boats . 
11 It is particularly critical at this time of year, which is the .monsoon," Myers 
said, adding that 11 we will see more drownings. 11 Some 25,000 Indochinese refugees 
are eligible for admission to the U.S. provided they have U.S. sponsors. Church 
World Service has pledged to find 2,000 sponsors but only 525 churches have come 
forward this year. 

Missionaries. Two former United Methodist Africa missionaries, the Rev. Norman 
Thomas and the Rev . Anthony Fadely, have been seconded to two theological seminaries 
in the U.S . Thomas, who served in Zambia and Zimbabwe (Rhodesia), will go to Boston 
University School of Theology to develop a program in mission and evangelism. 
Fadely, who served in Liberia, will be a missionary in residence at Perkins School 
of Theology in Dallas, Texas, where he will teach courses in Christianity in Africa 
and church membership training. 

South Africa. The Voice, an African Christian weekly which was banned by the 
South African government in mid June, had its ban temporarily lifted two and a 
half weeks later. However, another paper, called Kairos, affiliated with the South 
Africa Council of Churches (SACC) was then banned. The Voice, started in 1976 by 
the SACC, had received major financial support from The United Methodist Church, 
the United Church of Christ, and The Episcopal Church. It focused on church news 
but gave full coverage to the death of African leader Steve Biko and the banning 
of Percy Qoboza, editor of The World, a large secular black paper. After the 
banning of The Voice a number of its staff members went over to Kairos; now that 
that paper ,-S-closed they are back at The Voice. 

China Missionaries. The China Records Project at Yale Divinity School would like 
to be in touch with former missionari es with letters, diaries, manusc r ipts and 
other historical material. Contact Dr. Stephen L. Peterson, Yale Di vinity School 
Library, 409 Prospect St., New Haven, Conn. 06510. 

Christian Exodus? World Division executive Barbara Chase returned from a seven
nation Asian field trip apprehensive because so many strategic leaders of minority 
Christian conmunities see no future in their homelands and want to get out. "This 
struck m·e as a form of hopelessness," she said. "And who will lead the Church if 
they leave?" The departure of education and medical personnel is putting Christian 
institutions in Pakistan in a dangerous situation, Ms . Chase said. Besides 
Pakistan, she visited India, Nepal, Burma, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Japan. 

Overseas Churches. At its quadrennial assembly the United Church of Christ in the 
Philippines passed a resolution opposing President Ferdinand Marcos' one-man rule 
and calling for immediate restoration of civil and political liberties and the 
dismantling of the machinery of martial law. Bishop Estanislao Q. Abainza was 
re-elected for a second term as general secretary of the church .. .. Church activ i ties 
for the elderly was the theme when the South German Conference of the Evangelical 



Methodist Church met at Fellbach. 
conference with bands and singi ng. 

Some 800 children attended a simultaneous 
The church has 39,000 constituents. 

Mission Briefs. Seven American Blacks, one Asian American and one Hispanic 
American are among 44 new United Methodist missionaries preparing to go overseas 
. ... The term "minorities" will no longer be used by the United Presbyterian 
Church's Council on Administrative Services to describe American Indians, Asians, 
Blacks, Eskimos and Hispanics ... . United Methodist agencies, annual conferences 
schoolsand congregations contributed over $38,000 toward feeding and transpor
ting participants in The Longest Walk, the six-months, nationwide effort to 
offset Congressional proposals viewed as anti-Indian backlash .... Thriving Union 
Christian Service Center in Taejon, Korea, started 13 village rice banks last 
year and trained thousands of Koreans in agriculture and rural church ministry 
.... A prominent Methodist educator and cultural leader in Taiwan, Dr . Ko-wang 
Mei, has been elected fourth president of Tunghai University, which is sup
ported by the United Methodist and other churches .. . . A joint council repre
senting three million Indian Christians has been formed by the Church of North 
India, the Church of South India and the Mar Thoma Syrian Church. 

Deaths. The Rev. Glenn 11 Tex 11 Evans, one of United Methodism's best known 
preachers and an indefatigable doer of good works around the world, died in 
Nashville July 25 after a long bout with cancer . He was 67. He had retired 
from the Board of Discipleship's Evangelism section in 1976. In 1969 he started 
the Appalachia Service Project, which th i s past summer had 3,000 volunteers 
serving in Kentucky and Tennessee . He started 20 fresh water wells in India 
.... Harriett Lewis Littell, a youth leader for many years in the former Methodist 
Church and in ecumenical circles, died in Polson, Montana July 29 at the age of 
64. In 1939, as a youth delegate to the Uniting Conference of Methodism, she 
authored the "Lewis Amendments" which have guaranteed youth representation on all 
boards of the Church since then. She was one of the first women to assume full 
responsibility for a Methodist pastoral charge .... Mabel Lossing Jones, pioneer 
educator-missionary and widow of the late Dr . E. Stanley Jones, died June 23 at 
the Asbury Method i st Home in Gaithersburg, Md., at the age of 100 .... The Rev. 
George~· Ford, one of New York's most widely known Roman Catholic priests and 
a champion of civil rights, died August l in New York. He was 92 years old. 
In 1941 he funded Freedom House, an organization aimed at furthering democratic 
principles. He was an early opponent of Senator Joseph McCarthy, and he favored 
a more ecumenical climate between Catholics and Protestants. He favored the 
ordination of women to the priesthood . In the 1940's he championed the rights 
of labor, the poor and Soviet Jews, and at the age of 90 he still kept abreast 
of controversial issues. 

Mexico. The new bishop of the Methodist Church of Mexico's Central Annual 
Conference is the Rev. Ulises Hernandez, 46, a Crusade Scholar and a former 
missionary in Ecuador for the Methodist churches of Latin America. He was 
elected on the seventh ballot on August 10, defeating Alejandro Ruiz, who had 
been bishop for 16 years. Bishop J·oel Mora was re-elected head of the Frontier 
Conference . 
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~ EDITORIALSCIJ 
Christians and Politicians 

It is difficult to think of a political 
situation where al I of the chief contestants 
have such strong church credentials as that 
in Rhodesia . In the internal settlement 
group, both Bishop Abel Muzorewa and 
Ndabaningi Sithole are ordained clergy
men (the former of the United Methodist 
Church, the latter of the United Church of 
Christ). In the opposing Patriotic Front, 
Joshua Nkomo is an active Methodist lay 
preacher (from the British tradition) and 
Robert Mugabe is a Roman Catholic 
layman (a former teacher who has been 
described as devout-there is even one 
possibly apocryphal story that he was 
smuggled out of Rhodesia by nuns). 

Of the presidents of the neighboring 
Front Line States, the most resolute sup
porters of the Patriotic Front, several have 
strong church connections. Kenneth 
Kaunda of Zambia, a Protestant who has 
written several books with his close 
associate Colin Morris (former head of the 
British Methodist Missionary Society), and 
Tanzania's Julius Nyerere, a Roman Cath
olic convert and former teacher, have often 
been cited as outstanding examples of the 
Christian in politics . Angola's Agostinho 
Neto is the son of a Methodist pastor and is 
himself a former Crusade Scholar. 

Part of this abundance of Christians in 
politics in Africa stems from the fact that 
until recently most schools on that conti
nent were church institutions. As Bennie 
Warner, Liberia's vice-president (and Unit
ed Methodist bishop-another case in 
point), has observed, most new African 
nations do not have a large enough 
leadership pool available to make a hard 
and fast rule about the separation of church 
and state . 

We should be glad that so many people 
of conviction are involved in their coun
tries' destinies. Nevertheless, the tricky 
interrelationship of religion and politics 
does present problems. 

The most extreme and tragic examples of 
some of these problems are Lebanon and 
Northern Ireland where complicated eco
nomic, class and community relationships 
have been labelled as religious conflicts, 
even though such labels tend to confuse 
the issues involved . 

In the West we are plagued by a 
hangover from the idea of Christendom in 
which the community, the state and the 

church were bound together as parts of the 
same social reality. Most contemporary 
Protestants would reject that notion of 
society and, even if we would not, hi story 
has passed it by. The few recent scattered 
exceptions, such as Archbishop Makarios 
of Cyprus, serve to point up the weak
nesses as wel I as the strengths of such an 
arrangement. Even statesmen who base 
their policies on religious positions, such 
as Prime Minister Begin of Israel , seem to 
indicate the perils of such a course. 

Does this mean that there is no place for 
the dedicated person of faith in public life? 
Not at all . We can think of many examples, 
such as those cited earl ier and President 
Carter, who work very hard at both their 
own spiritual life and their public duties so 
that faith reinforces politics without con
fusing the two. 

That confusion is more apt to rise among 
fellow believers than among politicians 
themselves, who are after all professionals . 
Christians particularly have a hankering for 
" Christian" politicians whom they can 
trust. 

Part of this is simple tribalism-the " one 
of our boys made it" reaction . This is 
understandable and sometimes even has a 
social value for groups who have felt 
excluded from society. Roman Catholics in 
the U.S. felt this with John Kennedy; many 
evangelicals and Southern Baptists doubt
less feel it with Jimmy Carter. 

The problem of identification is more 
touchy where other nations are involved, 
whose politics are less understood and 
where labelling becomes a substitute for 
knowledge . U.S. Catholics had this prob
lem with Ngo Dinh Diem in Vietnam ; U.S. 
Protestants (particularly Methodists) had it 
with Chiang Kai-Shek in China, Syngman 
Rhee in South Korea, and Moise Tshombe 
in Zaire. We are afraid that some U.S. 
Protestants (and particularly United Meth
odists) have a touch of it in Rhodesia . 

The recent disagreement between Bish
op Muzorewa and the Women's Division 
(see Mission Memo) highlights this prob
lem. Both the Women's Division statement 
criticizing the Internal Settlement and the 
Bishop's response are political statements. 
We may agree or disagree with either or 
neither of them but none of the people 
involved would wish their position bap
tized as the " Christian " position . We 
would do well to keep that in mind . 

POPE PAUL VI 
It is hard to contemplate the papacy of 

Paul VI without a sense of sadness, not only 
for much of the frustrations and wearine~s 
of the man himself but for the lost 
opportunities for the Roman Catholic 
Church and for Christianity itself. 

It is hard now to recall the sense of 
excitement and of openness that existed 
when Giovanni Batti sta Montini was 
elected in 1963 to succeed John XXlll. 
Pope John had electrified the world by his 
personality and statements and by his 
calling of an ecumenical council and it was 
felt that the younger Paul , with his 
knowledge of the Vatican , would carry on 
and strengthen that tradition . 

Indeed, for the first four or five years, 
those expectations seemed to be on their 
way to realization (more soberly if less 
thrillingly). The reforms of the Council 
itself, the updating of the I iturgy, the trips to 
the Holy Land (with its dramatic meeting 
with the Orthodox Patriarch Athenagoras) 
and to the United Nations (with its 
passionate plea for peace), the encyclical 
" Populorum Progresio" emphasizing the 
poor and exploited of this world , and the 
establishment of the Synod of Bishops as a 
move away from the absolute monarch 
concept of the papacy, were all major 
accomplishments. 

And then , in 1967 and 1968, it all began 
to fall apart. The two encyclicals on 
priestly celibacy and on birth control met 
with storms of protest and widespread 
defiance. Depending on one's ideological 
point of view, these were either major 
mistakes or courageous restatements of 
unpopular positions. 

If the encyclicals were mistakes (as we 
think) , the Vatican reaction to their unpop
ularity was a disaster. There was an 
obvious worry that things had gotten out of 
hand and that control must be re-exerted . 

The rest of Paul 's reign was an attempt to 
re-establish that control and put on the 
brakes. The more charitable description of 
that process is Albert Outler's characteriza
tion of Paul as a " pope concerned for 
change without disruption." One might 
also note Dow Kirkpatrick's observation 
that "i nstitutional power is useful for 
releasing the power of the Spirit from 
juridical restraints. It is not so effective in 
returning the power of the Spirit to the old 
bondage. " 

The reforms of the first five years and his 
personal qualities will give Paul VI an 
honored place in church history but how 
much more it might have been . We hope 
that his successor wi 11 take a hard look at 
his failures as well as his triumphs . 
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Haitian Methodis01: 
Faithful to the Whole Gospel 

Benito Antoine is an " animateur" in 
the Methodist Rural Rehabilitation 
Project in the Jeremie Circuit of Haiti. 
His job is to make regular trips into the 
mountains to instruct and motivate 
peasants in simple techniques of rural 
development. His wife is a nurse in the 
Project clinic, treating a steady stream 
of patients who walk up to 30 miles from 
their mountain homes to the Project 
Center. Their family are active in the 
Methodist Church of Jeremie, where 
Benito is the organist. 

The Antoines symbolize the integra
tion of Christian commitment with 
practical development which charac
terizes Haitian Methodism. The split 
between evangelism and social concern 
so common in North America is over
come in a total ministry to the whole 
person. The Jeremie Project is just one 
example of how work in evangelism, 
lay training, education, health care, 
agriculture, and home economics are 
combined in a comprehensive outreach 
in the name of Christ. 

A District in the Methodist Church of 
the Caribbean and the Americas, Hai
tian Methodism has only five circuits 
and · nine ordained ministers. Its 4, 183 
members are served primari ly by "pre
dicateurs," or lay pastors, who preach 
in over 100 isolated rural churches . 
Handicapped by its small size, poor 
roads and communications, the lack of 
well-trained local pastors (only three of 
the nine are Haitians), and the lan
guage and culture gaps between leaders 
and people, it nevertheless is leading 
the way toward a Christ-centered ap
proach to development in this tiny 
island republic. 

A Desperate Situation 

The problems of Haiti are staggering. 
A population of over six mi 11 ion subsists 
in an area of 10,000 square miles, about 
the size of Vermont. The population 
density is 600 per square mile. Only a 

third of the land is tillable, leav ing about 
a half acre per person . A steep spine of 
mountains runs down the center of both 
Northern and Southern peninsulas. Al
though the peasants make heroic efforts 
to cultivate these slopes, the cutting of 
trees for fuel and to clear farming land, 
makes erosion a serious problem. The 
illiteracy rate ranges between 80 and 90 
percent, the highest in the Western 
Hemisphere. The people speak Creole, 
but most schools teach in French , 
causing many children to drop out. 

Nearly all the people are black, 
descendants of African slaves brought 
by the French colonists . A prosperous 
plantation economy developed in the 
18th century, but the slaves revo lted in 
1793 and established the second inde
pendent repub lic in the Western Hemi
sphere (after the United States) in 1804. 
The economy rapidly declined , howev-

Douglas E. ~ingeier 

Sister Paulette Holly, a 
Methodist deaconess and 

nurse and director of a 
health clinic, at La Saline, a 

slum area in the heart of the 
nation's capital 

"Hurricanes, .floods, 
an essentiall~ 
.feudalistic 
government, and 

• an oppressive 
tax structure, 
combine with Voodoo 
to keep the poor 
in abject povert~." 

ti 



er, due to the oppression, corruption , 
and greed of the Haitian rulers, the 
constant division of land into smaller 
plots, and the isolation forced on it by 
colonial powers . A small mulatto elite 
(two percent of the population today) 
replaced the French as the dominant 
upper class, culturally and economic
ally, though the presidency through the 
years was often held by black generals . 
The recent terrorist regime of Francois 
"Papa Doc" Duvalier decimated the 
ranks of the elite, and the upper class 
today is much more a mixture of blacks 
and mulattoes . 

The present ruler, Jean Claude Duva
lier, though hand-picked by his father as 
" President-for-Life," has reduced the 
climate of fear, released some political 
prisoners, encouraged foreign invest
ment, and restored a degree of stabi I ity . 

The Influence of Voodoo 

The most pervasive influence is Voo
doo. A religion which integrates spiri
tual reality with all of life, it combines 
African animism, the veneration of 
Catholic saints, folk medicine, and 
spirit-possession. Voodoo keeps people 
fearfu I of offending a spirit and bringing 
misfortune on themselves, subservient 
to the houngan (witch doctor) who 
performs rites and incantations to cast or 
remove spells, and doubtful of their 
identity and ability to control their lives. 
Adherence to Voodoo prevents Haitians 
from making free decisions, trusting 
scientific advice, seeking an education, 
and adopting new practices which 
could improve their lives. 

Hurricanes, floods, an essentially 
feudalistic government, and an oppres
sive tax structure, combine with Voo
doo to keep the peasants in abject 
poverty. Per capita income is $75 per 
year. Most wealth is held by the elite. 
The masses, either eking out a living on 
the barren hillsides or crowded into 
makeshift hovels in city slums, are 
afflicted by malaria, TB, intestinal para
sites, and malnutrition. With little in
dustry, the peasants who flock to 
Port-au-Prince to escape the drudgery 
and privation of their life in the moun
tains are mostly unemployed . 

The provision in the Haitian constitu
tion prohibiting foreigners from owning 
land was removed during the U.S. 
Marines occupation (1915-1934), with 
the result that some of the best agricul
tural land is today owned by foreign 
interests, and planted in sugar and 
coffee, cash crops for export. The 
government imposes a 25 percent tariff 
on coffee exports, but little of this 
money is returned to the people in 

A tiny Methodist church and 
a school operated by the 
church in Haiti. The church 
is active in leading the way 
in development in Haiti. 
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"In the face 
of such a 

bleak situation, 
the pride 

of the Haitian 
people is 

nothing short 
of amazing." 

Equipment is on the rustic 
side at a church school. 

Music is part of the 
curriculum. 

services. The law permits employers to 
hire apprentices for two weeks without 
pay, and some abuse this by discharging 
persons on the thirteenth day, simply 
hiring replacements from the vast sup
pl y of eager, jobless workers . 

In the face of such_ a bleak situation, 
the courage, endurance, generosity, 
cheerfulness, and ·pride of the Haitian 
people is nothing short of amazing. No 
matter how poor, the Haitians walk in 
bare feet over rocky, muddy paths with 
firm gait and head held high, the equal 
of any they meet. With no tools but hoe 
and machete, they farm their barren 
fields with determination and diligence. 
They are proud of their long heritage of 
independence and, though tending to 
view things foreign as somehow better, 
demonstrate their talents in painting, 
woodcarving, embroidery, and other 
handcrafts, with obvious self-respect. 

The Response of the Church 

The Methodist Church is part and 
parcel of this complex situation . Estab
lished by a British Methodist missionary 
in 1817, its early ministry was primarily 
in French and to the elite. But in the last 
30 years it has come to genuinely 
identify with and serve the peasants. Its 
personnel have translated the New 
Testament into Creole, pioneered in 
literacy and primary education in Cre
ole, trained rural teachers and agricul
tural workers, introduced composting, 
terracing, and reforestation , and shaped 
the model for Christian community 
development described above. 

But the Methodist is only one of the 
250 churches and sects working in 
Haiti. This proliferation and competi
tion of religious groups is another of the 
country's problems. Because of its 
proximity to the United States, many 
so-called " faith missions" and individu
als with a "special call" have gone, 
down to preach the gospel and start a 
church. They attack the established 
churches, recruit their members, dissi
pate the strength and confuse the 
witness of the Christian movement. 
Most of them demonstrate more interest 
in saving souls than in improving living 
conditions . 

Both " faith missionaries" and native 
Haitians make frequent trips to the 
States to raise funds by playing on the 
sympathies of well-meaning but unsus
pecting church members. We heard of 
one enterprising independent Haitian 
pastor who had painted about ten signs 
for his church . When John Doe came 
down to visit, he hung up his " John Doe 
Chapel" sign, took John's picture in 
front of it, and received a generous 
donation. The next month, when Bill 
Smith was there, he put up his "Bill 
Smith Chapel" sign, and repeated the 
process. And so on. The Haitians have 
learned our American free enterprise 
system to a fault, but in the process the 
credibility of the Church is being 
seriously damaged. 

On the Constructive Side 

There are signs of hope here also , 
however. The Episcopal Church has 
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Preparing a ditch for experimental planting at Des Pagne 

contributed greatly to the development 
of Haitian art by commissioning a series 
of magnificent murals in Holy Trinity 
Cathedral , Port-au-Pri nee . The Conser
vative Baptists have a hospital , agricul
tural program, reforestation project, 
and handcraft cooperative at Kenscoff, 
in the mountains just above Port-au
Prince. The American Baptists train 
pastors for several denominations in a 
theological seminary near Cap Haitien . 
The Roman Catholics, though still 
suffering from a pre-Vatican II image of 
persecution of Protestants, exploitation 
of the poor, and unofficial collus ion 
with Voodoo, have organized some 
imaginative development projects. And 
the Sunday school materials being 
produced by the Methodists are used by 
a growing number of fundamentalist 
sects . 

We went to Haiti at the invitation of 
the Methodist Department of Lay Train
ing to assist in the training of lay pastors 
and church school teachers . While 
there we visited all five Districts-Cap 
Haitien, Jeremie, Cayes, Petit Goave, 

and Port-au-Prince-traveled over the 
rough roads, saw the poverty and 
starvation , met botra the sophisticated 
elite and i II iterate peasant, and ob
served the church at work . Some 
glimpses : 

* Rev . Marco Depestre is a retired 
Methodist pastor who runs a Rural 
Christian Tra ining Institute in Petit 
Goave. Persons of all denominations 
are accepted for a year's course in 
which they learn to use good seed , 
ferti I izers and insecticides, to give first 
aid , to terrace fields , to teach I iteracy, to 
do carpentry and weaving, and to 
conduct Bible study with an emphasis 
on Christian leadership. One effective 
device Pasto r De pest re has invented is a 
portable latrine which is used to dispose 
of human waste, keep the water supply 
pure, and fertilize fields with a mini
mum of effort. 

* An old Christian farmer walked two 
miles to get a horse to carry me across a 
rocky river bed . He and his family are 
staunch members of a church in the 
Jeremie Project, and he heads his 

community organ ization . His daughter 
is a nurse's aide in an outpost clinic high 
in the mountains. Their lives have been 
enri ched both because Christ has come 
into their hearts, and also because the 
Project has taught them better methods 
of farming, nutrition, sanitation , and 
health care. 

* A young school teacher in Cap 
Haitien was trained for three years in the 
Methodist Institute of Rural Pedagogy at 
Freres . To earn his $50-a-month salary 
he leaves home every day at 4 a.m . to 
take the bus and then walk to his country 
school, returning at 6:30 p.m. An 
imaginative teacher, he offers classes in 
handcrafts, nutrition and Bible, in addi
tion to the regular curricu lu m. Also, as a 
lay preacher, he goes out on Sundays to 
preach in circuit churches . 

* Rev . Alain Rocourt and his staff at 
the Lay Training Center are producing a 
creative series of Sunday school les
sons . Because the dail y life of Haitian 
peasants is much like that of the ancient 
Hebrews, they find lessons from the Old 
Testament especially relevant . Using 
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The Rev. Alain Rocourt, 
former general superintendent of the 

Methodist Church of Haiti, is 
director of the lay Training 

Center. 

simple Creole, brief Scripture passages, 
line drawings, creative activities, and 
Haitian proverbs, the materials speak 
directly to the needs of the countryside . 
Children tell the stories to their illiterate 
parents, so that entire families are 
reached . Lessons on cleanliness , care of 
the earth, human worth , and family 
communication are grounded in the 
Biblical themes of God' s creation , 
Christ's redemption , and the Christian 
hope. 

* We could go on-Sister Paulette 
Holly, Methodist deaconess and nurse, 
runs a clinic in La Saline, Port-au
Prince's worst slum. Pastor Alberic 
Rohan makes a pastoral call on three 
sisters, one blind, living in a six-by-six 
shack, caring for two smal I children , on 
no visible income. And Benito Antoine 
heads out of Jeremie at dawn on his 
motorbike to visit peasant communities , 

teaching them to terrace their fields, 
store their grain in small silos until the 
price goes up, plant a community field 
to raise money to build a school , and 
have their children vaccinated against 
smallpox . 

Questions for the Future 

Many issues face the Methodist 
Church of Haiti as it looks to the future. 
How can they preserve Voodoo's spiri
tual view of life without assimilating its 
superstition? Should they take up politi
cal action for justice and human rights? 
What attitude should they take toward 
persons practicing faithful concubi
nage? How can they inculcate a deeper 
sense of stewardship in people who 
value money highly because they have 
so little? How can they overcome the 
long-standing prejudice of the elite 
against Creole and the peasant who 
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speaks it? How can they witness to the 
unity of Christ' s body in relation to the 
divisive , competitive , multiply i ng 
sects? How can they receive aid from 
the American church and still preserve 
their autonomy and sense of equal 
partnership in mission? 

These are not easy problems, but to a 
church seeking conscientiously to obey 
the Biblical imperative to " go therefore 
and make disciples ... , baptizing 
them ... , teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you " (Matt. 
28 :19-20), they are not insurmount
able. For the Methodist Church of Haiti 
is seeking to be faithful to the full 
mandate of the Gospel-to bring abun
dant life to the whole person. • 
Douglas E. Wingeier is professor of Christian 
Education and director, Doctor of Ministry 
and Continuing Education Programs, at 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. 



MARIAN MARTIN 

Marian Martin waved goodbye to the 
little girl with Downs Syndrome disease 
and her mother and set about picking up 
the toys and crayons the child had 
strewn on the floor of her office. The 
child rehabilitation clinic at Kingsbrook 
Jewish Medical Center in Brooklyn, 
N .Y., was suddenly quiet. Thrusting her 
hands deep into the pockets of her white 
coat, Mrs. Martin talked about why she, 
a deaconess, was a social worker at this 
hospital for the chronically diseased. 

"We serve people of all denomina
tions and races," said Mrs. Martin, a 
tall, slender, soft-spoken woman . 
"There are opportunities for ministry 
here you don't find in a church , not only 
because of the crisis situation but also 
because of the teaching element. " 

As a social worker with physically 
handicapped children , she primarily 
counsels families , evaluates social ser
vices, finds school placements, secures 
homemaker services and the like. Once 
a week she meets with a group of 
relatives of the hospital 's cancer pa
tients for support and sharing. Some
times she is called upon to do religious 

counselling. A hospital colleague vo l
unteered that Mrs. Martin is " very 
competent and very sweet. " 

Marian Martin feels "strong emotion
al ties" to the hospital for it was there 
that her eldest son, Raoul , received 
therapy for cerebral palsy in his pre
school days . Now 22, Raoul is a college 
student at New York Theo logical Semi
nary. Last semester his mother taught a 
course in pastoral care and counselling 
in the seminary's certificate program. 

Marian and her. husband, Peter, a 
policeman, have three other sons, the 
youngest of whom is 11 . A daughter 
died in 1964attheageof3 . The family 
lives a few blocks from the hospital 
where Marian works. "We're close but 
independent and we re spect each 
other," Mrs. Martin said . 

At Union United Methodist Church in 
the Bedford-Stuyvesant section of 
Brooklyn where the family worships, 
Mrs. Martin sings in the choir and is 
program chairperson for United Meth
odist Women . She has taught in mission 
schools. She is a board member of the 
Interfaith Action Council of Brooklyn, 

which has active criminal justice, day 
care, tutorial and other projects . 

Marian grew up in Wadesboro, N.C., 
reared by her widowed mother, a 
school teacher and church organist, and 
by a beloved grandfather, an undertak
er. Her earliest recollections are of 
"church and sc hool , church and 
school ." 

When she graduated from Johnson C. 
Smith University in Charlotte at the age 
of 19, she solemnly told her grandfather 
she was never going to school or church 
again . The vow was short-lived . " My 
first job was teaching in a rural Georgia 
schoolhouse which became so crowd
ed I was forced to move my c lass into a 
nearby church, " she laughed . 

Moving to New York City, Marian did 
substitute teaching in public school s, 
taught in a Jewish home for dependent 
and neglected children , worked as a 
social investigator and case work su
pervisor for the city and as an atten
dance teacher ("that's a truant officer"). 
Social work interested her the most, so 
she earned a master' s degree in it from 
Fordham University in New York . 

Marian Martin, commissioned a deaconess in 1976, says being a deaconess is a "commitment of the heart." 



For four years she was employed at 
the Methodist Hospital in Brooklyn, 
where she developed a program of 
services and support for pregnant teen
agers . The program was funded by the 
Bethany Deaconess Society, an organi 
zation related to the New York Confer
ence which was started by German 
Methodists at the turn of the century . 

Mrs. Martin resigned from the pro
gram in 1974 and travelled briefly in 
West Africa . In 1975 she took a job at 
the Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center, 
where she had worked earlier. 

But the contact with the Bethany 
Deaconess Society, headed by deacon
ess Charlotte Andress, had sparked 
Marian 's interest in the deaconess vo
cation. In 1976 she was commissioned 
a deaconess herself. 

" It's more than an office, it's a lifetime 
commitment of the heart," Mrs. Martin 
said . "Being a deaconess lends itself to 
what I'm interested in doing. 

" Someday I may work in a church 
setting. But I don' t feel removed from 
the church in what I am doing now! " 

RUTH ANN MILLER 

Church staff members have power, or 
so members believe . Someone once 
asked Ruth Ann Miller, " As a church 
administrator, do you manipulate the 
will of God?" 

Ms. Miller, coordinator of program 
for the 2800-member Annandale (Va. ) 
United Methodist Church, would rather 
yield than wield power. 

"It's important not to do things the 
laity can do," she said in a recent 
interview. " It' s better to share needs 
with others than to take up a cause by 
oneself. By letting others experience a 
concern and respond, God's will may 
be done." 

At the Annandale church the laity 
show "tremendous" initiative. "People 
volunteer to volunteer," she exclaimed . 
The church is deeply involved in 
ministry and mission, she said. 

Ruth Ann said she had always felt 
called to ministry. But her first opportu
nity-as a short-term missionary to 
Korea after graduation from Kentucky 
Wesleyan College in 1967-almost 
daunted her. 

Ruth Ann Miller, commissioned in 1974, calls it a "covenant with God and self to be 
responsible in mission." 

"I had polio as a child, leaving me 
with a limp, and when I arrived in Korea 
I still wore a brace on my weakened leg 
in winter, " she said. "In Korea the 
handicapped are outcasts, virtual non
persons. I began to wonder if I could 
stand the stares and laughs. 

"Once a boy stopped me in the 
marketplace and asked me why I was in 
Korea . I told him I was a missionary 
English teacher. But that didn't satisfy 
him . 'Why did they let you come if 
you' re not perfect?' he asked, pointing 
to my leg. 

"I wanted to scream . But I knew my 
answer was important. 'None of us is 
perfect,' I told him. 'Some of us seem to 
be perfect on the outside but may have 
limitations on the inside.' " 

Ms. Mi lier never saw that child again , 
but she persevered in Korea and came to 
love the country. For the many handi
capped students in her classes at the 
Holston Girls School in Taejon, she 
served as a model of accomplishment. 
They expressed amazement that she 

had gone to college and become a 
teacher. 

"After a while I saw changes in 
them," she continued . "I saw students 
blossom and have hope for themselves . 
But my most valuable experience was 
realizing that I am who I am, with all my 
shortcomings and talents, and that this 
is what I have to offer God." 

Ms. Miller' s talents include a clear 
articulation of faith, a sunny disposition 
and a flair for creative drama. Since 
returning from Korea in 1971 , she has 
put them to use as a church and 
community worker in the inner city of 
Louisville, her hometown, and as a 
Christian education director in Ports
mouth, Va . At the Annandale church 
outside Washington , D.C. , where she 
moved last January, she is a versatile 
administrator. 

In 1974, while she was earning a 
master's degree from Scarritt College in 
Nashville, Ms. Miller was commis
sioned a deaconess. "That was my 
original commitment, " she declared . 
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To Ms. Miller, being a deaconess 
means " a covenant with God and self to 
be responsive and responsible in mis
sion ." She believes work in the local 
church to be just as important as " front 
line" service in Korea and Louisville. 
Attitudes and support developed in the 
local church make mission possible, 
she emphasized . 

In addition to participation in global 
mission, being a deaconess means 
partnership with deaconesses every
where in a movement with biblical and 
historical foundations , Ms . Mi lier 
proudly noted . She first experienced 
that international ecumenical fellow
ship-what she called " connec
tions" -at Scarritt, with deaconesses 
from India and the Philippines . Atten
dance at the North American confer
ence of deaconesses at Lake Junaluska, 
N.C., last year was a " moving experi
ence of community," she said . She 
looks forward to the meeting of the 
world federation of deaconess associa
tions, DIAKONIA, in the Philippines in 
early 1979. 

With the women's movement at full 
sail , well-meaning Christians frequently 
ask Ruth Ann Miller when she is going 
into the ministry . " I am already in 
ministry," she tells them . " Ordination is 
a distinct path but not my call at this 
time. However I want to be open and 
ready for whatever God calls me to do. '' 

Louise Weeks, commissioned in 1942, 
calls it an opportunity to serve the 
Church "in very creative ministries." 

LOUISE WEEKS 

Louise Weeks had been on the staff of 
Church Women United only a few 
months . Her zest for the job was 
apparent. 

In her office in the lnterchurch Center 
in New York City, the auburn-haired, 
bright-eyed deaconess bubbled on 
about CWU's recent " urban causeway" 
to examine issues troubling America's 
cities. " Pervasive racism remains the 
overarching problem," she said . 

She applauded the activism of local 
CWU units . " We've identified at least 
45 categories in which CWU units are 
involved, from food pantries to services 
to migrants," she said , pointing to a wall 
chart she had devised. 

And she boasted about CWU as an 
arena for ecumenical leadership . 
" Catholic nuns are discovering Church 
Women United is a place to be effec
tive," she beamed . 

Ms. Weeks is director of cultivation 

for Church Women United. A press 
release says she is " directly responsible 
for communicating and working with 
the 2,000 local units and the 50 state 
units ... " She describes her job as 
" turning over the ground around the 
issues. " 

The issues that concern Louise Weeks 
run the gamut from disarmament to the 
rights of children, but chief among them 
are race and sex discrimination . 
Throughout a career that has spanned 
four decades she has frequently caused 
a stir over them . 

Paving the way for integration was 
Ms. Weeks' goal as program director at 
Wesley House in Atlanta and later at 
Bethlehem Center in Memphis. When 
she joined the office of community 
centers of the National Division of the 
United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries in 1968, she pressed for 
representation from the community (a 

code word for ethnic minorities) on 
boards of community centers. 

In 1974 Lou ise became dean of the 
new Women's Center at Scarritt College 
in Nashville, her alma mater. (She has a 
master's in social work from the Univer
sity of Tennessee as well as B.A. and 
M .A. degrees from Scarritt .) " Marvel
ous job, " Ms. Weeks recalled , "the 
center was right on target in its ministry 
to middle management women and 
women in transition ." 

But three years later she resigned , 
deploring the absence of women and 
racial minorities in higher level admin
istration positions at Scarritt. Ms. Weeks 
declined to discuss her departure from 
the Women 's Center but noted drily that 
her successor has the title of director, 
not dean . 

Each job of hers-she has also been a 
group worker in Tampa and an itinerant 
campus minister-has led to something 
else, Ms. Weeks said. Her new position 
with Church Women United " is just a 
broadening ecumenically of the same 
concerns." She had been active in a 
CWU unit in Nashville and in 1977 was 
elected to CWU 's board of managers. 

Continuity has characterized Louise's 
education as well as her career. " I 
always went to school while working 
and between jobs," she said. " The 
world is changing so fast. If we don't 
know what's happening, how can we 
influence changes in a beneficial way?" 

An early, unaccredited learning ex
perience of Ms. Weeks' involved ac
quiring the ability to play " Twinkle, 
twinkle, little star" on four different 
instruments so that she could lead an 
" each one, teach one" music program 
at Bethlehem Center in Memphis. She 
has studied art at the University of 
Hawaii, politica l science at American 
University and economics at the Uni
versity of Missouri . 

A native of Sayre, Okla., Ms. Weeks 
was influenced to become a deaconess 
by deaconess social workers from her 
hometown, Lora Lee Pederson and 
Martha Stewart. She was commissioned 
in 1942. 

" As a deaconess you are free to be 
whoever you can be and to grow on the 
job," she said, her eyes sparkling. " I 
have had the opportunity to serve on 
behalf of the Church in very creative 
ministries ." 

Like many a deaconess , Louise 
Weeks is also a diaconal minister. " The 
relationship to the annual conference is 
good," she said . " But we still need the 
global mission emphasis." • 
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SATYA WACANA 
CHRISTIAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Tracy Early 

Christians constitute only 7. 5 percent 
of the 140 million people of Indone

sia, which is 90 percent Muslim . But 
Satya Wacana Christian University 
(Faithful to the Word) graduates are now 
serving as well-trained leaders, corr.
mitted to a democratic social order, in 
all areas of Indonesian life, Dr. Paul 
Lauby reports. He also points out that a 
social science research center at Satya 
Wacana with 13 full-time staff members 
has achieved such high regard that the 
Indonesian government gives it con
tracts to conduct special research 
projects. Research at Satya Wacana, he 
adds, is almost never purely theoretical 
but related practically to the needs of 
Indonesia. 

Satya Wacana Christian University in 
Indonesia is an example of the kind of 
institution the United Board for Chris
tian Higher Education in Asia assists. It 
was established in 1956 on an ecumen
ical basis, and is governed by an 
independent board with representatives 
from more than a dozen of Indonesia's 
regional churches. The United Board 
began giving it support in 1958. 

"Satya Wacana is without doubt one 
of the premier private universities in 
Indonesia," says Paul Lauby, executive 
director of the United Board since 1970. 
"Anc:j it provides one of the primary 
ways for the Christian minority to make 
an impact on Indonesia." 

By design, Satya Wacana was not 
located in one of the large cities of 
Indonesia, but out in the center of Java, 
at a small place called Salatiga . The 
hope was to draw students from 
churches in the various outlying re
gions, and after graduation send them 
back to serve their home areas, particu
larly to teach in church elementary and 
secondary schools, rather than adding 
to the drain of talent into the urban 
centers . " It has had the most succes in 
this of any university we' re related to," 
says Dr. Lauby. 
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The Re earch In titute 
Building at Satya Wacana 

wa opened in 1969. 

ew World Outlook • eptember 1978 

Making an Impact 
in Indonesia 



An Unusual Faculty 

Satya .wacana is also unusual among 
Indonesian universities, he says, in that 
its faculty is full-time rather than drawn 
from people carrying on careers in other 
professions and teaching part-time. Be
cause of this practice at Satya Wacana, 
one of its accomplishments has been to 
build the best faculty housing in Indone
sia, he says . 

Among the faculty members are 
United Methodist lay missionaries 
Donald and Mary Smith. He teaches 
English in the university, and she 
teaches non-credit English courses for 
faculty wives and others . But their most 
~is.tinct.ive service, Dr. Lauby says, is 
Irving rn a house that sits within a 
dormitory complex and counseling the 
students who are constantly coming by. 

Satya Wacana's overall objective, 
says an official statement of purpose, is 
to be "Christian and ecumenical in 
nature but at the same time fully 
relevant to the cultural situation and 
needs of the Indonesian society. " At the 
university' s heart, says Dr. Lauby, is " a 
corps of committed, dedicated Chris
tian . leaders, undergirded by chapel 
services, a chaplain and required 
courses in religion." One of its seven 
faculties is theology, which prepares 
students for both ordained and lay 
ministries in the church. 

But the " relevant" in the statement of 
purpose means, in part, taking into 
account the overwhelmingly Muslim 
character of the national population . 
Satya Wacana does provide education 
for a substantial number of Muslim 
students, Dr. Lauby says, and maintains 
unusually good relations with Muslim 
government authorities of the area . 

A "Mixed" Situation 

In relation to national politics, he 
notes, Christians and Christian institu
tions such as Satya Wacana face a 
" mixed" situation . They are committed 
to democracy and social justice, he 
says, but live in a country " dominated 
by military leadership" that Amnesty 
International last year found guilty of 
gross violations of human rights. How
ever, Dr. Lauby points out, this military 
government provides some protection 
for .th~ rights of minorities, including 
Chrrstrans, and resists pressure from 
some elements wanting to make Indo
nesia an officially Muslim state. Under a 
different government, Christian institu
tions could find themselves much more 
restricted than at present. 

Since Satya Wacana is located in a 
rural area, Dr. Lauby says, and draws 
students relatively less involved in 
national politics, it has experienced 
hardly any of the demonstrating that has 
got many students imprisoned else
where . For example, the Christian 
University of Indonesia, located in the 
capital , Jakarta, has a tradition of 
student activism similar to that of other 
universities in the larger cities . But 
though Satya Wacana students have not 
taken part in protest movements of that 
type, Dr. Lauby says, they do express 
themselves on regional and campus 
issues. 

As part of a village development 
project last year, he says, 10 students 
from Satya Wacana and 10 from United 
Methodist-related Kwansei Gakuin Uni
versity in Japan jointl y examined the life 
of Indonesian workers at a Japanese
financed textile factory. On the bas is of 
this case study, they discussed the 

The university choir at Satya Wacana 
includes students and teachers. 
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(Above) A native sculpture at Satya 
Wacana. (Below) Students in the 

chemistry laboratory. 

behavior of transnational corporations 
and the issue of economic exploitation 
in developing countr ies . 

Educational Pioneering 

Dr. Lauby also emphasizes the con
tribution Satya Wacana has made 
through pioneering in the field of 
education . Along with its social science 
research center he cites as examples : 

-integrating the teacher training 
program, which was separate according 
to the inherited European model and 
given lower status, into the rest of the 
university program ; 

-introducing the modern system of 
course credits, subsequently accepted 
by a number of government universi
ties, to replace the older European 
system of relying totally on final exams; 

-undertaking a water pollution 
project at nearby Rawa Pening Lake, 
with involvement of both faculty and 
students in practical research ; 

-providing a remedial year for those 
students, particularly from rural areas, 
who are capable but poorly prepared ; 

-maintaining a guidance and coun
seling center that serves the whole 
country through holding workshops, 
producing literature, devising tests and 
other services ; 

-building one of the best library 
collections of any private university in 
Indonesia, though one still weak by 
U .S. standards; 

-constructing the best-designed li
brary and laboratory buildings in the 
nation; 

-holding short courses in the vaca
tion period for non-Indonesians, mostly 

Australians and ew Zealanders , in
terested in studying Indonesian lan
guage and culture . 

ow a little over two decades old , 
with a student body grown to 2500, 
Satya Wacana has reached something 
of a transition point between its found
ing years and a future of great potential , 
Dr . Lauby says . So in order to take stock 
of what it has accomplished so far and 
where it should go from here, it is 
holding a major assessment conference 
this month (September). In addition to 
representatives of the United Board, it 
has invited Dutch, German, Australian 
and ew Zealand supporters to this 
conference. 

The United Board gives the largest 
amount of outside aid , Dr. Lauby says . 
And though its gifts for the current year 
that began July 1 would be small 
potatoes for an American col
lege-$72,700-that amount means a 
lot more in Satya Wacana where an 
instructor' s pay is only $75 a month. " A 
dollar in Indonesia not only goes much 
further than in the United States, but 
further than in most other parts of Asia ," 
Dr. Lauby says . 

Part of the United Board contribution 
is designated for special uses, but 
$55 ,000 is a general subsidy. " Satya 
Wacana is the only place where we still 
give this kind of subsidy," Dr. Lauby 
says . " This is because its financial 
capability still is more limited than most 
of the institutions we' re related to . So at 
this conference we want to find out how 
the university plans to develop greater 
financial independence and more in
digenous support. " 



(Above) Students model some of the Indonesian native dress. (Below) Cassava roots are 
planted at an experimental plot of land near the university. 

At present, he says, most of the 
university budget comes from student 
entrance fees and tuition . Indonesian 
churches are vigorous but can contrib
ute little money to the university direct
ly. However, they do give considerable 
scholarship help to their students-and 
with this place a heavy moral obligation 
on the students to return to their home 
areas after graduation . 

The United Board, Dr. Lauby says, 
plans to keep supporti ng Satya Wacana, 
but it may give greater emphasis in 
future years to support through specific 
projects, as it does with other i nstitu
tions. The United Board prepares a 
project list each year as part of its 
program, and supporting agencies such 
as the Board of Global Ministries pick 
out those they w.ish to fund. 

The United Board 

Before the establishment of the Peo
ple's Republic of China, the Methodist 
Church and other denominations coop
erated through the United Board for 
Christian Colleges in China to support 
several outstanding institutions. But 
afterward, that work could no longer 
continue in China. 

The United Board had endowments 
and a continuing income, however, as 
well as staff with special expertise, so it 
looked for ways to use the money for 
similar purposes elsewhere in Asia. 
Today, as the United Board for Christian 
Higher Education in Asia, it continues 

uSatya Wacana is holding 
a major assessment 
conference this month 
to determine 
what its future 
as a university 
in Indonesia will be. '' 



c 
. f,~ 

.,._ -,, 
• I 

Biology department students 
help replant seedlings of 
high-yield rice near Lake 

Rawapenning. 

)I 

.... __. 

its work in a variety of programs, 
operating from headquarters in the 
lnterchurch Center in New York and 
raising additional funds from mission 
boards, foundations and individua ls. 

United Methodists continue to sup
port the United Board, and are repre
sented by trustees Edwin 0. Fisher, Jr., 
an Asia secretary in the Board of Global 
Ministries, and Gerald Anderson, 
director of the Overseas Ministries 
Study Center in Ventnor, N.L 

As the United Board turned from 
China to other parts of Asia, it first 
established relationships with just a few 
institutions. But through the years its 
program has broadened so that thi s year 
it is supporting projects at 25 col leges , 
universities and educationa l associa
tions in Japan, Korea, Taiwan , Hong 
Kong, the Philippines, Indonesia, Thai
land and India. 

Among other services provided by the 
United Board are helping co lleges and 
universities fill difficult gaps in their 
faculty and administrative rosters, ar
ranging consultations on topics of gen
eral concern, sending in special lectur
ers and financing advanced study for 
Asian faculty . For many years, the 
United Board provided grants for Asian 
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faculty to study in the United States . 
Rising costs made this impracticable, 
however, so it now helps send them to 
outstanding graduate schoo ls in Asia. 

When the Un ited Board was forced to 
cease working in Chi na, many of its 
supporters and former participants in 
the program there became despondent 
at the loss of what had been bu i It up with 
so much money and effort over so many 
years. Officials of the United Board 
today express a different out look. In the 
first place, they do not think that the 
work done in China was altogether lost, 
but that its impact sti 11 contributes to the 
life of contemporary China. And instead 
of serving just one country, they poi nt 
out, the United Board now supports 
Christian higher education in many 
Asian countries where no other agency 
of its type exists. The history since 1950, 
United Board officials say, has been one 
of constant ly expanding relation
ships-with more institutions, more 
countries and more religious groups. In 
the future, they add, these relationships 
wi ll expand, and deepen, still fur
~er. • 

Tracy Early is a frequent contnbutor. 



What U.S. Protestants Need 
from Latin American Catholics 

Most of us were unaware of the 
now-famous meeting of the 

Roman Catholic bishops of Latin 
America (CELAM II) when it was hap
pening in 1968 in Medellin, Colombia . 
The publication in English of Gustavo 
Gutierrez's A Theology of Liberation 
(1973) led many to the discovery that 
five years earlier a major watershed in 
modern church history had occurred . 

Now-ten years later-we have been 
aierted. The bishops of the Roman 
Catholic Church of Latin America will 
meet again in October of this year in 
Puebla, Mexico. The dynamics unfold
ing in the preparation process are 
already of concern to the Protestant 
community in the United States. 

The implications of CELAM Ill 
(shorthand title for the meeting) for the 

DOW KIRKPATRICK 

entire Christian Church will be studied 
in the months before, the days during, 
and for years following the Conference. 
Representatives of the Latin American 
Protestant member churches of the 
World Council of Churches, meeting in 
Peru in November, 1977, sent a letter to 
the Catholic bishops saying, 

"We well know the complexity of the 
problems and situations you have to 
face. 

" On the other hand, we would 
remind you, in all humility, that many 
millions of brothers on this immense 
continent are setting their hopes on you 
and on what you think and say in your 
assembly. Both the Second Vatican 
Council and the Medellin Assembly-in 
spite of the attacks and deformations 
they have suffered-aroused positive 

expectations, not only in many of our 
churches and organizations which work 
in Latin America, but especially in the 
multitudes of marginalized and op
pressed men and women who move 
throughout the length and breadth of 
our continent, 'harassed and helpless 
like sheep without a shepherd' (Mt. 
9:36) . We hope and desire that they 
may have priority in our common 
concern and that together we may work 
for the dawning of the long-awaited 
new day of justice and peace for them." 

What We Don't Need 

The past decade has made it clear 
God is speaking a special word among 
the poor and oppressed. The revitaliza
tion of our spiritual condition depends 
on our hearing from them that word. 

The new relationship of the Roman Catholic Church to the people is shown by Pope Paul VI 
visiting a village in Colombia at' the time of the 1968 meeting of Latin American bishops. 



Puebla, Mexico, is the site of the upcoming meeting. 

"Our churches need 
to hear from the 

church of the poor. 
We need to hear 

from them at Puebla. 
Wiii they be there?" 

A look at present spiritual problems of 
the U.S. church reveals what we don 't 
need from CELAM Ill. When church 
management overrides missional com
mitment evangelism dies. The protec-
tion of "unity" by opting politically for 
the middle-of-the-road sterilizes the 
"good news to the poor." U.S. Protes
tantism doesn't need any encourage
ment in this apostasy. 

We don't need Latin America to pull 
back from its commitments to solidarity 
with the oppressed. This definition of 
the gospel has not yet been appropriat
ed by the whole church. We don't need 
tQ have it withdrawn before it renews 
us-as it has begun to do in certain 
portions of the Latin American church. 

Our churches experienced a brief 
moment of freshness in the ferment of 
the sixties. Some gains were made, but 
many liberal activists now feel burnt 
out. Those years are viewed as a 
separate era, to be studied by historians, 
alongside the middle ages, the renais
sance and other bygone periods. Arti
cles detail the life-style of former 
radicals who have joined the system. 
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No redefinition of the gospel compa
rable to the Reformation, Vatican II or 
Medellin has yet happened to U.S. 
Protestantism. What we don't need is a 
reaffirmation of non-renewing theolo
gy. 

Paulo Freire, the noted Brazilian 
educator, made this point in a letter, " I 
get the impression that the Third World 
could become a source of inspiration for 
theological renewal . . . The developed 
countries are prevented from exercising, 
any prophetic role by their nature as 
societies whose future lies in the mainte-. 
nance of their present affluence." 
don 'tneed that possibility short-circuit.. 
ed. 

An Affirmation of the Church of 
Poor 

The social and economic structures 
the United States differ from those 
Latin America. The analysis of 
problem o( the poor is, nonetheless, 
analysis of our sin. 

Ideally, the gospel would shape a 
vision of reality. The result would 



perspective more inclusive, universal , 
cosmic than we otherwise would hold . 

Realistically, we must confess, the 
world often "supplies the agenda for the 
church." Events of history force them
selves onto the Christian conscience. 
The civil rights movement was clearly 
such a moment. 

Pathetically, too often neither the 
gospel nor the world penetrate the soul 
of the church. Isolation of believers 
from all reality is the sad tale told by 
much church history-modern church 
history no less than others. 

One often recommended antidote to 
this ghettoism is a reading of the gospel 
which relates "our" world to "theirs" 
through understanding love and chari
ty. Two worlds held together-and 
apart-by good sentiments. 

This preachment falls far short of the 
amplitude of the biblical message and 
the realities of today's world . " Our" 
world and "their" world must become 
one enlarged place in which we feel at 
home. The boundaries of the space we 
call ours must be so extended as to 
include total humanity. 

Out of such a vision the analysis of the 
problem of the poor becomes as neces
sary for the U.S. Christian as for the 
Third World oppressed. 

Such a perception protects us from 
being too easily trapped in a debate 
between Marxism and capitalism. Rath
er, we are sent to preach "good news to 
the poor." Faithful preaching begins by 
asking why there are so many poor. 

For me to be rich, others-sisters and 
brothers-must be poor. For the church 
to fail to tell me so, because Marx also 
says it, is failure to define sin. 

"The time has come," writes the 
Mexican theologian Jose Porfirio 
Miranda, "for Christianity to break a 
long chain of hypocrisy and collusion 
with the established powers and decide 
if its message is or is not going to be the 
same as the Bible's." 

Jon Sobrino, of El Salvador, asserts in 
his Christolgia desde America Latina 
that in Jesus God inserted himself into 
humanity as one of the class of the poor. 
In a personal conversation he said, 
"God is love, but love is abstraction . 
When he expresses his love he does it 
with partiality. He has to take a concrete 
standpoint. The standpoint is poverty." 

Our churches need to hear from the 
church of the poor. We need to hear the 
gospel from them at Puebla. Will they 
be there? 

"We don't need 
Latin America 
to pull back from 
Its solldarlty 
with the 
oppressed." 
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This poor neighborhood 
is a few blocks from great 

churches in Puebla. 

The Relation of Hierarchical Power 
to the Power of the Spirit 

The bishops will be at Puebla. We 
need assurances they are authentically 
spokesmen of the church of the people . 

At Medellin, it has been said, many 
bishops affirmed documents they hadn't 
read. Later they were surprised at what 
they had agreed to-and sorry to 
observe its impact. Now, there are 
many who have wanted to retreat from 
the Medellin commitments . Archbishop 
Helder Camara of Brazil stood in a 
theological consultation in 1975 in 
Peru, with tears running down his 
cheeks, and pied with fellow bishops to 
"come back to Medellin. " 

Mons. Alfonso Lopez Trujillo, Secre
tary General of CELAM, has led the 
attempt to produce "a revisionist re
write" of the 1968 pronouncements, 
hoping to affect the direction of the 
Puebla meeting. Both Lopez Trujillo 
and the Belgian Jesuit Roger Vekemans 
have attacked liberation theology as 
identified with Marxism. 

We can be sure the vote of the bishops 
in 1968 released a vitality which cannot 
be put back in the box by another round 
of voting. Thousands of priests, nuns, 
laity and congregations have been set 
free to join the liberation struggles of the 
people. Their ministries might have 
erupted without official approval. Un
doubtedly, for many, commitment is 
made easier because of the Conclusions 
of the Medellin Conference. 

Tens of thousands of base communi
ties (communidades de base) exist 
throughout the Latin world as an out
growth of CELAM Ill. Combining Bible 
study and solidarity with the oppressed , 
these Christians now know the joy of 

- ... ~ 

freedom to preach the good news. 
If the hierarchy retrogresses to pre

Medellin , or, as some suggest, to 
pre-Vatican II, what will happen at the 
base? Will these tens of thousands of 
groups secularize themselves? Move 
out of the church , as many priests and 
nuns have done? Or will they feel the 
need to " go underground" ?Will they be 
left in limbo? Not prohibited , but 
affirmed in pious language which in 
effect marginalizes them? 

They cannot be called back, as if they 
had never been set free . 

A lesson may be here, valuable for all 
church leaders-all brokers of hierar
chical power : Institutional power is 
useful for releasing the power of the 
Spirit from juridical restraints . It is not so 
effective in returning the power of the 
Spirit to the old bondage. 

A Carrying Forward of the 
Renewal of the Whole Church 

Medellin , and V,atican 11 , produced 
an identity crisis for Protestantism in 
Latin America. When missions entered 
about 100 years ago they did so as an 
alternative to a Catholicism which 
needed an alternative. Medellin 
changed that. Protestants found our
selves without our traditional reason for 
being. 

We retell the stories of missionaries 
imprisoned for distributing Bibles. Now 
there may be more Bible study in 
Ca tho I ic parishes than among Protes
tants . Freedom and human rights united 
Protestants with liberal secular move
ments. Now the Catholic Church in 
alliance with university, labor and left 
political groups stands against repres
sive military regimes. At the same time, 
Protestants have become vulnerable as 
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juntas turn to them for legitimation no 
longer available in the Catholic Church . 
In Chile, for example, the Pinochet 
cabinet chooses to hold its anniversary 
Te Deum in a Pentecostal Church 
instead of the Cathedral. 

Some have claimed Vatican II and 
Medellin were the Catholic Reforma
tion . Such an assessment proves all 
faiths are tempted to triumphalism. 
What is more useful is a Protestant call 
to Puebla to carry forward the renewal 
begun at Medellin, not yet complete in 
any of our churches . 

The spiritual pilgrimage of Martin 
Luther does suggest interesting parallels 
to recent changes in the Roman Catho
lic Church. 

Karl Barth said of himself and Luther 
that they were like a man climbing the 
dark winding staircase of an ancient 
cathedral. Reaching out to steady him
self, his hand caught hold of a rope . He 
and the world were startled by the 
clanging of the bell. One thinks of John 
XXlll. 

The settings of Medellin and the Diet 
of Worms are in no way similar. But the 
dynamics were. As the Reformation 
merged with the humanism of the 
Renaissance and German nationalism, 
so at Medellin the impulses of Vatican II 
were impacted by Marxism and the 
uniqueness of Latin culture . 

Luther was shocked and revolted 
when what he had released formed itself 
into the Peasants' War. He was the only 
person, says Roland Bainton, " who 
could have conceived and carried 
through a constructive plan for adjust
ing the peasant to the new political and 
economic order .. .. and he refused ." 

Horrified at the peasants, he fell back 
into counter violence, saying: 

" Therefore, let everyone who can, 
smite, slay, and stab, secretly or openly, 
remembering that nothing can be more 
poisonous, hurtful , or devilish than a 
rebel. It is just as when one must kill a 
mad dog; if you don't strike him, he will 
strike you, and the whole land with 
you ." (Against the Murderous and 
Thieving Hordes of Peasants) 

Do we hear the beginnings of this 
argument in documents which equate 
liberation with terrorism, military dicta
tors with social stability? 

Because of Luther's reaction, the 
Protestant Reformation emerged bour
geois. We need a higher sense of 
responsibility in today's world church . 
We need the Latin American Catholic 
Church to lead us all forward in the 
renewal of the whole church begun at 
Medellin . 



· A Definition of Evangelism 

The Puebla theme is full of promise for 
U.S. Protestantism: " Evangelization in 
the Present and Future of Latin America." 

In 1975 my own church (United 
Methodist) asked for assistance in rede
fining evangelism. My response was 
that a staff of persons capable of reading 
the vast amount of material available 
only in Spanish was necessary. No
where else is there more understanding 
of this central task of the church . 

Most of it comes from the Catholic 
renewal, but not all of it. Orlando 
Costas, Director of the Institute of 
In-Depth Evangelism, San Jose, Costa 
Rica, broadens the definition of church 
growth evangelism to four areas: nu
merical, organic, conceptual and in
carnational. The U.S. church is expert 
in numerical and organic (institutional) 
growth. We need help in conceptual 
(understanding the gospel) and incar
national (penetration of the culture) 
from Latin America. 

The Episcopal Conference in Medel
lin said in the section on " Pastoral Care 
of the Masses": 

" To date the pastoral attitude has 
been one of preservation of the faith 
through the administration of the sacra
ments ... . This type of pastoral care 

was suited to an age in which the social 
structures coincided with the religious 
ones, the structures that communicate 
values (family, school, etc .) were per
meated by Christian principles, and the 
faith was transmitted, one might say, by 
the very inertia of tradition." 

Evangelism in the U.S. still attempts 
to reconstruct a Christendom relation
ship of the church with society in a time 
when Christendom has broken up. 

We need to learn that the defense of 
human rights and the criticism of the 
model of development imposed in the 
name of national security is the mission 
of the church. " It treats of a central 
problem: the destruction of people as 
people," writes Pablo Richard. " Ac
cording to this theology, the destruction 
of people implies the destruction of the 
church , because without people there is 
no church ... The church, representa
tive of the people, confronts the state 
and this confronting is evangelizing." 

We need to learn that evangelism is 
confronting the atheism of our worship. 
A traditional misunderstanding often 
put forth is that capitalism is theistic and 
Marxism is atheistic. Sergio Arce, Rec
tor of the Evangelical Seminary in 
Matanzas, Cuba, claims atheism is the 
product of Western cu lture rather than a 
specific Marxian phenomenon . "The 

first task of evangelism," he told me, "is 
to confront Christians who are not 
atheists of the head, but are atheists of 
the heart. Marx was an atheist of the 
head, but not of the heart." 

Hope for Liberation of the Rich 

This comes as a gift from the poor. 
They have learned from Jesus that the 
poor (in spirit) are the blessed ones. The 
call to solidarity is an offering made by 
the poor of the earth to become, with 
them, those whose only expectancy is 
the Kingdom's presence. We need help 
to quality ourselves for the benefits of 
the beatitudes. 

The materially poor are liberated by 
becoming poor in spirit: recognizing, 
rejoicing and participating in the work 
of God to eliminate the roots of injustice 
which made them materially poor. 

The materially rich are liberated by 
becoming poor in spirit: recognizing, 
rejoicing and participating in the work 
of God to eliminate the roots of injustice 
which made us materially rich. • 

Rev. Dow Kirkpatrick is a missionary of 
the World Division, BOCM, engaged in 
interpreting Latin America. This article 
is ~dapted from one appearing in the 
July issue of Cross Currents, which is an 
entire special issue on CELAM Ill . 

THE: CRUCIAL MORAL l~~UE: 
FOR OUR TIME:~ 

Last February 2-9 the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. sponsored a consultation 
at Montreat, North Carolina on the 
world mission of the Church. The 
consultation was attended mostly, but 
not entirely, by Presbyterians. 

Among those invited was Bishop/. E. 
Lesslie Newbigin, one of the most well 
known spokesmen for the missionary 
enterprise today. He was a missionary of 
the Church of Scotland to India from 
1936 to 1949. In 1947 he was elected a 
bishop of the Church of South India 
when that church was formed. He then 
became director of the Division of 
World Mission and Evangelism of the 
World Council of Churches and he now 
teaches at the Selly Oak Colleges in 
England, preparing students for mis
sionary service. Bishop Newbigin re
cently became the new moderator of the 
General Assembly of the United Re-

formed Church of England and Wales. 
This article, which he wrote following 

the Montreat Conference, is reprinted 
with permission from The Presbyterian 
Outlook, 512 E. Main Street, Richmond, 
Va . 23219. 

During the consultation held at Mon
treat on the World Mission of the 

Church, participants coming from the 
Third World presented to the consulta
tion some strong words about the need 
to relate our Christian witness to the 
issues of economic justice. The existing 
economic system, they said, is seen by 
the poorer nations as oppressive and 
exploitative; to acquiesce in this situa
tion is sin; and repentance must include 
a new and simpler life-style, the shari ng 
of resources, and the political will to 
create a new international economic 
order. 
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The consultat ion at all times listened 
w ith generous attention to the contribu
tions of the guests from overseas, of 
whom I had the privilege to be one. But 
clearly these statements were fe lt by 
many participants to be unacceptable. 
There was not the possi bi I ity, in the ti me 
ava ilable, to argue out the issues to a full 
consensus . As one who was involved in 
formulating these statements, I am 

THE S"l-1ME MARllET 
FORCE) WHICH 

CREATED THE 
"DARll )ATANIC MILL)" 

OF ENGLAND 150 
YEAR) AGO ARE NOW 

OPERATING TO CREATE 
)IMILAR CONDITION) 

IN THE COUNTRIE) 
OF THE THIRD WORLD. 

writing this as a small essay in interpre
tation, hoping that the discussion will 
continue. 

Roots in Britain 

I woulcf like to try to put the present 
situation as I see it in a very sim
ple--perhaps too simple--way. It is 
common knowledge that the industrial 
revolution began in Britain . It was able 
to achieve its enormously rapid expan
sion in the framework of the economic 
theories of Adam Smith and Ricardo . 
These theories dictated the dismantling 
of the traditional laws and regulations 
by which economic activity had been 
controlled, in the belief that the working 
of the "free market" wou Id promote the 
most economical division of labor and 
the maximum generation of wealth . It 
did, indeed, achieve these results, but at 
a fearful human cost. The theory of the 
free market, namely, that everyone 
should be free to buy in the cheapest 
market and sell in the dearest, when 
applied to human labor, meant that the 
"price" of human labor had to fal I to the 
lowest level at which it was possible for 
human life to exist. And so the " green 
and pleasant land" was covered with 

the " dark satanic mill s" where little 
children worked for 16 hours a day and 
either died or grew to be stunted human 
bei ngs . 

It was agai nst th is background that 
Marx developed his theory of c lass war 
and revolution . The oppressed workers , 
he argued, would eventually come to 
the point where even death was prefera
ble to such conditions, and would then 
ri se up and destroy the system , taking 
into their own control the means of 
production . 

Marx's prophecy was not fulfilled, 
because, after very long struggles, the 
moral sense of the people, especially 
the Christian people, asserted itself. In 
the teeth of learned arguments to prove 
that England would be utterly ruined, 
Parliament introduced step-by-step 
laws to control the free market, to 
prohibit child labor, to lay down 
minimum hours and conditions of 
employment. Slowly and painfully, the 
most savage effects of the system were 
mitigated. The system was humanized . 
Britain, like other democratically gov
erned countries, learned to humanize 
the free market system, and Marx's 
disciples remained a small disturbance 
on its flanks . Till today, in spite of much 
that is evil, the free market system has 
worked in democratically governed 
countries with a degree of humanity 
which has made it tolerable--more 
tolerable than the alternative developed 
under dominant Marxist ideology. 

The Problem Today 
Why should one go over this history 

now? Because we have now reached in 
world history the same point of moral 
decision which was reached in the 
western democracies 150 years ago. 
The unparalleled expansion of the 
economy of the free world during the 25 
years following World War II has 
created a single global free market 
dominated by a small number of very 
large corporations. These corporations 
operate on a global level and are 
together more powerful than all but a 
few of the greatest national govern
ments. There exists on the international 
level no organ of government which can 
do globally what every democratic 
government did nationally in the early 
decades of the free market system. This 
is the crux of our problem . The same 
market forces which created the "dark 
satanic mills" of England 150 years ago 
are now operating to create similar 
conditions in the countries of the Third 
World . And there is no " Parliament of 
the World" through which the moral 
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will of people can be exercised to 
humanize the system . It is not surpris
ing, therefore, that Marxism-which 20 
years ago seemed to be totally discred
ited-is today a live option for millions 
of people in the poorer parts of the world 
who know only the sufferings they 
endure, and do not know at first-hand 
the sufferings that follow when Marxist 
ideology occupies the seats of power. 

It was in the face of this situation that 
the U.S. Secretary of State took the 
initiative in calling for a special session 
of the United Nations Assembly at 
which he put forward the proposal for a 
" New International Economic Order. " 
Since this idea was launched, it has 
been applauded by many of the world's 
statesmen. It has been the theme of a 
long series of world confer
ences-especially those of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and De
velopment (UNCTAD) and of the 
"North-South" meetings between the 
rich and poor nations. In spite of the fine 
words, all these meetings have so far 
ended in failure . They have failed 
because the reasonable proposals of the 
poor countries for the stabilization of 
world commodity prices have been 
rejected by the rich nations. And they 
have been rejected because there has 
not been developed in these nations a 
political will to call for action . All the 
arguments that were used 150 years ago 
to prove that government interference to 
safeguard human conditions would ruin 
industry are heard again. What is 
lacking is the moral and political will 
among the people of the rich nations to 
say-in the name of God-" We must 
care for our brothers and sisters even if it 
costs us our profits." 

I believe that we have here what is 
perhaps the crucial moral issue for our time. 
I was surprised and distressed to find that 
at Montreat many of the delegates did not 
know what we were talking about when 
we spoke of the " New International 
Economic Order" and were totally unaware 
of what has been going on atthe successive 
U NCT AD conferences . 

I am totally committed to the mis
sionary cause, have spent my life as a 
missionary, and am now engaged in 
training young people to go overseas as 
missionaries. But I do not believe that 
we can separate the preaching of the 
gospel from the simple demand that we 
shall do justly and love mercy. The New 
Testament has very grave words of 
warning for the rich who oppress the 
poor and this is precisely what we-
collectively in the rich nations-are 
doing. • 



Corrymeela- A Wedge for 

" There is so much healing, so much 
hope. People are coming together 
secretly, as in the early church ; no 
publicity-careless talk can prove fatal . 
Small groups from both sides are 
seeking common ground and gaining 
strength and courage from one another, 
because of one another. " 

This, according to a Franciscan friar, 
is Northern Ireland today. He should 
know-he lives almost on the peace 
line between Belfast' s Shankill and Falls 
Road ghettos. And in the thick of it all , a 
deeply committed group of Christians is 
helping to inspire hope and bring peace 
and reconciliation to Northern Ireland . 
The group is known as the Corrymeela 
Community. . 

Corrymeela consists of both Ca tho I ics 
and Protestants. In Belfast it coordinates 
small groups of people who have the 
courage to ' cross the barriers that are 
erected between the two sides . These 
Christians pray together and discuss 
together. They put themselves in the 
service of God, to be instruments of hi s 
reconciling work in a country that is torn 
by 300 years of mistrust, hatred and 
violence . 

The courage of these twentieth cen
tury people of God is outstanding. For 
courage they have in full measure. 
Anyone found collaborating with " the 

Peace in 

other side" is quite likely to have his 
kneecaps shattered or worse, shot dead 
in front of his wife and children-it's 
happened . 

House groups are of vital importance 
but Corrymeela is more. Where did it al I 
start? 

Beginnings In 1964 

The seeds of Corrymeela were plant
ed in 1964 when a group of Christians, 
mostly students and graduates from 
Queens University, Belfast, met and 
resolved to form a Christian community 
in Northern Ireland . They were in
fluenced by the examples of Iona in 
Scotland, Taize in France and Agape in 
Italy. Their vision became a reality and 
in 1965, Corrymeela was born . The 
English translation of Corrymeela is 
"Hill of Harmony". 

The Community was lucky enough to 
acquire a large house at Ballycastle 
about 60 miles from Belfast on the 
lovely Irish northeast coastline. This 
was officially opened by the Rev . Tullio 
Vinay of Agape in November 1965 . A 
well-known freechurchman, the Rev. 
Ray Davey, was appointed to be Corry
meela's director. 

Ray Davey is a caring, thinking 
Christian who was locked up for five 
years in German and Italian prisoner of 

Northern 
Ireland 

John Madeley 

Small groups from 
both sides are 
seeking common 
ground and gaining 
strength and courage 
from one another. 
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war camps in World War Two. It was in 
those bleak years that his ideas for a new 
kind of Christian community began to 
develop. 

In the late 1960's Corrymeela built up 
its community life in a number of ways . 
About 80 members, mostly Catholic 
and Protestant lay people, formed the 
structure of the movement. They com
mitted themselves in terms of prayer, 
finance and time to develop the Com
munity as an instrument of God's peace. 
They meet together six times a year at 
Ba llycastle and more frequently in 
private houses away from the center. 

A fu ll -time staff of 12 people was also 
bu ilt up. The ir responsibility is to run 
Ba llycastle and also a more recently 
opened center in Belfast. The staff serve 
on either a short or long-term basis and 
provide the framework which allows 
Corrymeela to carry out its activities. 
Furthermore there are about 600 friends 
of Corrymeela who are not as full y 
involved as the members but who are 
deeply committed to its aims. A large 
number of young people also help with 
Corrymeela's activi ties. 

' Ready When the Violence Came 

When the present violence began in 
1969 the Community had a strong 
Christian base from which to serve the 
ne~ds of the Irish people . In retrospect it 
might be seen as divine providence that 
Corrymeela had come into being a few 
years before and was now available to 
take on the tasks of care and reconci lia
tion . 

With the bombings and the violence 
came people l iving in the constant 
shadow of fear. The immediate need 
was to give people from the battle torn 
areas some rest and recreation from the 
strife. Ballycastle was ideally placed to 
do this . People of all ages and denomi
nations came out there for a short ti me to 
enjoy and benefit from the peace it was 
able to provide. Over the past eight 
years some 6,000 people a year have 
come to Ballycastle. 

Ray Davey points to the wide variety 
of the visitors . " We have had families 
from the extreme Protestant and ex
treme Catholic areas," he says . " We 
have had mixed groups of children , we 
have had old people. We have had a 
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family that was on the run from an 
extreme para-military group. We have 
had a man who had been systematically 
worked over with a razor. We have h<1d 
families of men interned in the Long 
Kesh camp. We have had a widow of a 
man shot dead by the l.R.A. which 
withheld his body for two weeks." Most 
people who go to Ballycastle return 
home to communicate to their neigh
bors something of Corrymeela 's spirit of 
reconci I iation . 

What's Wrong With Northern Ireland 

During one of the family weeks, one 
small girl confided to a lady helper: " My 
mummy knows what's wrong with this 
country-it's them Protestants. " The 
lady took a deep breath and said , 
" Well , I'm a Protestant. " " Ah," said the 
little girl , " but you are not a Protestant 
when you ' re at Corrymeela." 

Conferences at Ballycastle have tack
led some of the key issues facing 
Northern Ireland today . There have 
been discussions on " Family Life in a 
Violent World", " Violence and Social 
Change", " The Worker and the Church 



The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. 
Corrymeela's Ballycastle center. 

in a Changing Society", "The Police 
and Community", " Understanding 
Grief" and " Waging Peace". 

To the "Waging Peace" conference 
came community workers, peace work
ers, politicians, representatives of the 
press and the police to develop strate
gies for the promotion of peacefu I 
solutions to some of the problems of 
Northern Ireland. 

Projects of Reconciliation 

In 1968 a house was established in 
Belfast to further Corrymeela's work . 
With the violence this house came into 
its own, being able to offer comfort and 
shelter to the bombers' victims. In the 
early 1970's the Belfast Center began a 
project of youth and community work in 
the city and a number of mixed youth 
groups were formed and continue to 
thrive. 

Middle class and working class Cath
olics and Protestants come together in 
these groups for weekly discussions, 
social and cultural activity. They also 
spend one weekend a month on a social 
service project in the inner city area . 

Young people who have been to 
Ballycastle have been especially active 
in this work-in fact most of those who 
go, become involved in their own area 
when they return home. Corrymeela 
has been tremendously strengthened by 
the enthusiasm of these young Chris
tians, some of whom have worked 
full-time on projects in Belfast for a low 
subsistence salary. 

The year 1976 witnessed two vital 
developments in Corrymeela's work. 

Corrymeela set up a "think tank" to 
bring together leaders of the Northern 
Ireland community on the one hand and 
the press and media on the other. 
Regular discussions now take place 
about the best role the media can play in 
the current situation . And in a country in 
a jittery state, the message coming 
through on the media can be very 
important. 

Cooperation With Women's Peace 
Movement 

In that same year came perhaps the 
most important development to date in 
Corrymeela's work . The Community 
launched an " Open Door" campaign to 
work very closely with the Women 's 
Peace Movement (now the Peace Peo
ple). 

This movement, formed in 1976 by 
two courageous women, Mairead Cor
rigan and Betty Williams, was aware of 
the need for effective follow-up to the 
peace marches and demonstrations. 
The Open Door Campaign encouraged 
people, both marchers and Ballycastle 
visitors, to come together in small 
groups and openly discuss the prob
lems. " I feel very strongly," says Ray 
Davey, "that this is probabl y the most 
important thing we're doing at the 
present time. We are seeking in all 
humility to challenge the people of 
goodwill both inside and outside the 
churches to work actively and coura
geously to create the moral and spiritual 
atmosphere in which trust and under
standing can grow." 

So Corrymeela has accepted the 

In the groups 
a growing number 
of people 
both Catholic 
and Protestant 
have come to see 
the other's point 
of view and have 
learned to trust 
each other. 
And in Northern 
Ireland that means 
a great deal. 

challenge of following through the work 
of the Peace Movement; in the groups a 
growing number of people both Catho
lic and Protestant have eome to see the 
other's point of view and have learned 
to trust each other. And in Northern 
Ireland that means a great deal . 

A Symbol of Hope 

Through discussions in love, the 
"wedge for peace" has grown larger . By 
the power of God, Christians have been 
strengthened in the task of standing up 
for what they believe. By the grace of 
God there is today a nucleus of people 
in Northern Ireland who believe it is not 
impossible for people to live together in 
harmony and share together the land of 
their birth . It is premature to speak of 
success but there is hope. 

Corrymeela stands as a symbol that 
Catholics and Protestants can work 
together in real Christian fellowship, 
united in the belief that Jesus Christ can 
totally transcend any differences. In 
Northern Ireland today many have good 
reason to thank Corrymeela for bringing 
Christianity into a troubled situation . 
Anyone who wishes to join this work of 
reconciliation can do so, provided they 
undertake to play some part in the 
spiritual life of the community. • 

Mr. Madeley, freelance journalist, writes ior 
the British national papers, the "Observer" 
and the "Guardian ': and also for everal 
church papers in Britain. 
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Some students in Ch ile start for schoo l 
w ith carrots, on ions or potatoes 

along w ith their books and penci ls. 
Added to other foodstu ffs provided by 
classmates, church members and the 
community, the carrots, onions and 
potatoes wi 11 be part of the soup served 
at noontime to students who would 
otherwise have no lunch. 

Up and dow n the length of Chil e 
" soup kitchens" have become the 
source of a nutritious meal for thou
sands of pre-school , kindergarten and 
school-age children, often the onl y 
meal they have during the day. 

The social halls of man y lo c al 
churches have come into a new day. 
Act ivities in the city of Nueva Imperial 
are typical. The students are in publi c 
school only half a day but the transpor
tation from their rural area leaves earl y 
in the morn ing and returns in late 
afternoon . Drift ing around the ci ty 
plaza for hal f a day soon gets to be old 
hat, especiall y during the ra iny season ! 

As the pastor in the community 
became aware of the students' needs, 
solutions began to appear. The young 

people were buyi ng bread from the 
loca l bakery fo r their lunch and eating in 
the plaza . Why not poo l thei r resources 
and get lunch together in the social hall? 
Soon things were worked out. 

Lunch ti me meant more than a piece 
of bread eaten on a park bench. It was a 
time to have a bowl of soup in a warm 
place wi th one's friends. It was then that 
the carrots and onions and potatoes 
began to share space in the book bags. 

Members of the congregation forgot 
some of the ir ori gi nal fea rs about the 
continual use of " the ir" socia l hall as 
they became concerned fo r the nutri
tional needs of hungry students. Soon 
th ei r contr i buti ons of food stu ffs or 
money to help wi th the fuel bill became 
regular offerings. 

Among the government programs to 
combat the high unemployment rate in 
Chile is that of " minimum employ
ment. " Men and women work at a 
minimum wage in jobs provided by the 
municipal governments. When it be
came apparent that the lunch program 
was going to outgrow the abi lities of a 
few volunteers to keep it goi ng, the 
pastor contacted the munici pal author-

~©illJ[f) 
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JOYCE HILL 
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1t1es, explained what they were doing 
for the students, and asked for a cook to 
help them out. 

The one who came has a supply of 
patience and a sense of humor as well as 
her skills as a good cook, all of which 
come in handy when working with a 
group of students . Since it is also true 
that " too many cooks spoi I the broth," a 
schedule for those who wanted to help 
was worked out, and the volunteers 
never miss their turn to work with the 
director of the program . 

Little by little the students have come 
to feel that the social hall is more than a 
place to have lunch . They have a sense 
of belonging which is evident in their 
activities . They come in early in the 
morning to do their homework, so a 
library is developing. The old ping pong 
table has been refurnished and the 
sounds of a game can be heard all day 
long. Shortly before lunch, school 
things are put away and the students 
pi tch in to set the tab le. 

As the morning school session ends, 
sounds of classmates arriving for lunch 
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are added to the sounds from the 
kitchen of bowls of soup being served. 
After lunch as the morning crowd goes 
off to the afternoon school session, the 
new arrivals help clear the table, and 
settle down to do their homework, 
keeping tabs on the ping pong table so 
as not to lose their turn . As the afternoon 
draws to a close, they make sure that 
everything is back in place, the floors 
are clean , and things are ready for the 
next day's activities. 

Why are the churches involved in this 
kind of program? When the military 
junta took over the Chi lean government 
in September, 1973, many workers 
were declared unemployable because 
of their political views. Many families 
were devastated by the imprisonment, 
exile or disappearance of the bread
winners. A government reordering of 
the economic situation began. This has 
resulted in a high social cost which led 
the Permanent Committee of the Roman 
Catholic Bishops Conference of Chile to 
declare in March, 1977: "We under
stand that national 

struction demands great sacrifice from 
everyone; however, peasants, workers 
and poor people seem to bear an 
excessive and disproportionate bur
den ." 

The Task Force on the Churches and 
Corporate Responsibility of Canada 
reported in its publication , " Why 
Chile?": " ... the junta has cut back 
social expenditures, held down wages 
and al lowed prices to rise to levels of the 
most affluent nations. Chile's unem
ployment has run rampant, the pur
chasing power of working people and of 
the unemployed has dropped drastical
ly . . . In order to purchase foreign 
exchange, the junta pushes exports 
creating a situation whereby, today, 
Chile exports foodstuffs while many of 
its people are too poor to buy enough to 
eat . .. Three million Chileans out of a 
population of 10 million live in misery, 
spending two-thirds of their income on 
food." 

In its report of its second year of 
activity, the Vicarate of Solidarity in 
Santiago reported that of the more than 
30,000 children who had hot meals in 

its soup kitchens, in October, 1977, 46 
per cent showed signs of malnutrition . 

A Methodist pastor has revealed that 
over half of the members of one of his 
congregations are unemployed, their 
only hope being that of having enough 
food each day for their children . Cloth
ing, medical care and other needs have 
become secondary . Theirs is not an 
isolated situation . 

One local church woman said , "We 
did not ask the administrative board for 
permission, we told them that we were 
opening the soup kitchen." They have 
taken seriously the statement in the 
parable of the Final Judgment, " I was 
hungry and you fed me . . . '' Matthew 
25:35 . 

This is why social halls are being used 
during the week in most of the churches 
in Chile . This is why the students have 
carrots and onions and potatoes in their 
book bags in Nueva Imperial . • 

Ms. Hill is a Latin America secretary in the 
World Division of the Board of Global 
Ministries. 
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HEAVEN EJN WffEEb!i 

An off-beat 
retired 

Presbyterian 
minister preaches 

the gospel of 
one world and 
the virtues of 
Heifer Project 

International 

BILL KELLY 

Stan George and his wife, Helen, use 
alJ their God-given energies trying to 

bring the word of "The Heifer Project" 
to young and old alike. 

Mr. George spent 45 years in the 
ministry, mainly in the First Presbyterian 
Church in Anaheim, California, and 
Presbyterian churches in San Bernar
dino and La Crescenta. At 62 he retired, 
bought a "suicycle" and went out into 
the world of hippiedom, spreading the 
word of God and the Heifer Project. 

"I started off across country with the 
Cadillac of the trade, which is the 750 
Honda," says the 70-year-old minister. 
"Now my sermon is 'God and I on Two 
Wheels.' Well, I just started out, and 77 
days later I came back, having gone 
15,000 miles on that machine. I went 
down into Mexico, into the Florida 
swamps, up into Maine and across into 
Toronto and down into my hometown 
of Everette, Washington. 

"But I got the idea of bumming it, and 
so I did. I'd come to a strange town and 
I'd look up the Presbyterian minister and 
of course some others, and I'd tell him I 
wanted to sleep on the floor of the 
church, if he had a soft spot, so this way 
I kept going. I liked it so much, and 
people seemed to get as much out of it as 
I did; .because, you know, I had a story 
to tell. And some of the time I'd sleep in 
cemeteries, and one night in the 
Waynesboro, Georgia jail, cell nine. 
Now I have established a pattern, so I 
have my regular stops. I love it." 

Does any of this bother his wife? 
Well, yes, says George with a grin. "She 
used to say, as she would bid me 
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goodbye, 'ltipu? ltipu?' and she 
wouldn't tell me what it was. Well, I 
found out. Just to show you how 
concerned she was for my life, my 
welfare. It's an Indian word, 1-t-i-p-u. It 
means, 'Is the Insurance Paid Up?' " 

George had let his hair grow down to 
his shoulders and he was warned by his 
friends about going to some parts of the 
country where he might be identified as 
a hippie, despite his age. He wanted to 
rap with the young people. "The 
Church had gotten a bit rough with 
them, and the young people weren't 
coming in, so I took the church out to 
them ... on a motorcycle." 

He denies he's a screwball. "The 
Lord has been good to me all through 
our ministry. Our lives have been 
blessed in so many ways you wouldn't 
believe it. As a minister and wife, we 
just feel that our lives are here. God has 
given us so much that we might give 
much, to bless others. We've given 
away $100,000 in the last two years." 

Mr. George's father was a successful 
realtorwho put money into a 10 percent 
trust fund 42 years ago. The money 
doubled every seven years. The last 
time it doubled was the Georges' 
fortieth wedding anniversary. They de
cided that instead of "trying for another 
seven years," with no assurance they 
would live to see it, they would forego 
the chance to become millionaires and 
start giving it away. He and Mrs. George 
have written letters to 750 friends, 
telling the story of Heifer Project and 
saying, "We will match dollar for 
dollar, whatever you give." 



Heifer Project International 

Mr. George is an enthusiastic promot
er of Heifer Project International and he 
doesn't mind sharing his understanding 
of the philosophy behind the organiza
tion. "It's the permanent, self-help, 
ever-increasing way that works. It's 
such a tremendous project that you 
can't help but wonder if God is antici
pating using such as this, to feed the 
world's hungry. The rocky country-we 
send goats, because cows can't climb. 
And somewhere else, there's a shortage 
of grain, they can ' t feed the animals, 
other places they have an excess of 
grain but no way to ship it, so they bring 
the animals in when they need to, and 
then drive them to market. 

"Now we' re trying to get into a fish 
program, which is new to the Heifer 
Project. They had 400 inches of rain in 
certain parts of Cameroon-now I'm 
talking fact. I'm not loose up here from 
riding a motorcycle . . . I said 400 
inches! So there is water everywhere. 
But they need fish . So Heifer Project has 
expanded from those early days and 
now it fits the animals to the area and 

much of the work is done here in our 
own country . 

"This summer on my way back from 
New York, I spent three days touring 
some of these poor farms in Georgia, 
Alabama, and Mississippi. We had one 
gift from one of our givers of $5,000. 
They specified 'Bulls from Mississippi .' 
So my wife and I had to match it with 
$5,000." 

This writer asked George why, with 
so many people in this country needing 
help, does he find it necessary to go 
outside to offer help. 

"That's a very good question," came 
the response . "And I have just as good 
an answer. I think, because I am a 
God-fearing, Bible-believing person . 
Not radically , like some of the folks out 
there, but just-I hope-in good taste 
and good sense. The answer to that is 
God's world is one world ! He cares not 
one whit more about you, or me, than 
he does about people in the darkest 
depths of Africa. Therefore, I don't. 

"They are dying from lack of what 
we' re dying from too much of. They're 
starving and we're overeating. How do 

you expect them to feel about us? You sit 
there, Bill , with a pack of cigarettes in 
your pocket. You spend over a dollar for 
two packs of cigarettes ~hen that same 
dollar would send two baby chicks 
overseas. Five dollars 'would send a 
flock of 20 chickens, $50 sends begin
ning flocks to 10 needy families. Twenty 
dollars sends a pair of rabbits , $100 a 
goat that will give four to five quarts of 
milk a day. Five hundred sends a 
pregnant heifer. 

"Let's look at it this way. One dairy 
heifer and its offspring in 10 years 
produce a million cups of milk. A beef 
heifer and its progeny in the same time 
made 25 tons of steaks and hamburgers. 
One female pig produces 20 baby pigs a 
year, which yield 4 ,000 pounds of pork. 
In many countries the gift of a single 
Heifer project pig doubles the annual 
income of the recipient family . 

" One baby chick grows up and lays 
400 eggs. That's 33 dozen eggs for the 
table, if they are eaten, and a population 
explosion in the hen house if they are 
hatched. 

" It's God's one world A human being 
is a human being. And every human 
being counts for one, not two, or a half. 
So it's not that we found it 'necessary' to 
go outside, as you suggest, except that 
gospel is the gospel-for one world . 
Given by One God through one Christ 
and one Savior. That's the only justifi
cation I can offer you . 

" Take the Bible away from me and I 
don't have a leg to stand on .... " • 

Bill Kelly is a reporter for the Val ley Tribune, 
Elsinore, California. 
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Connie Myer 

Aileen Khoo is a Malaysian of Chinese 
ancestry who is deeply involved in 

the mission of the Methodist church in 
her country. Though only 22 years old 
at the time, she served as supply pastor 
in Alorstar Methodist Church in Kedah 
for nine months . 

" But I can't see myself as an ordained 
pastor," said the slim young woman 
who is now a Crusade Scholarship 
student at United Methodist Scarritt 
College in Nashville. " I'm really in
terested in Christian education and 
church music , and that's why I'm here 
in the United States. " 

Now 28, Ms. Khoo is combining both 
interests in a se lf-directed study pro
gram at Scarritt where she expects to 
graduate in the fal I of 1979, with a 
master of arts degree in Christian 
education . 

" I've had training on the piano, 
starting when I was 13," she comment
ed. " Now I've started to learn the organ 
here at Scarritt and I'm studying church 
music education for children, youth and 
adu Its." 

Holder of a bachelor of theology 
degree from Trinity Theological College 
in Singapore, Ms. Khoo was born on 
Penang, an island which is one of the 13 
states of Ma laysia. She comes from a 
three-generation Christian family on her 
mother's side and says, " The church is 
the top priority in my family. I was 
encouraged to attend Trinity by my 
pastor's wife and by my mother." 

Though she didn't plan to be or
dained after Trinity, she did do supply 
pastor work briefly and then turned to 
Christian education with the Malaysian 
Methodist Church 's English-speaking 
conference. Headquartered at lpoh, she 
worked with church districts within a 
60-mile radius of the city . 

" I enjoyed this," she reports. " I was 
chaplain of two secondary schools and 
one primary school where I did coun
seling and Christian education after 
school hours. I worked with prayer 
fellowships, a Discovery Club which is 
a project of the Student Christian 
Movement, and with Methodist Youth 
Fellowships and boys' and girls ' bri
gades." 

PROFILE 
OFA 

CRUSADE 
SCHOLAR 

After three and one-half years in this 
work, she decided she needed more 
training and chose Scarritt because she 
believed she could combine her love of 
church music with Christian education 
courses . Her former pastor at lpoh told 
her about the Crusade Scholarship 
program, which is supported by the 
World Communion Day offering sche
duled for Oct. 1 this year. 

The courses at Scarritt, she says, are 
good, but she wishes there were more 
resources, both in books and materials, 
from other countries. 

" Our church music in Malaysia, 
though , is very western-oriented," she 
explained . "We're slowly bringing in 
Malaysian music for the young chil
dren , however, as the government 
wants a 11 the people to eventua I ly speak 
Malay." Malaysia was formerly admin
istered by the British and many Malay
sians speak English . Ms. Khoo took 
piano through the Roya l School of 
Music in London . 

Food changes were a culture shock 
when Ms. Khoo first arrived in Nash
vi I le. "We eat all our vege tables 

cooked, so at first my stomach rejected 
the uncooked vegetables that were 
served," she said with a smile. Now, 
though, a Thai grocery store with 
takeout food has opened just a few 
blocks from the Scarritt campus. 

The only unmarried international 
student at Scarritt this past academic 
year, Ms. Khoo was occasionally lone
ly, she admits, but visits with other 
students to farm country in Ohio and to 
Dallas, Texas, for Christmas vacation 
brightened things considerably. 

When she returns to Malaysia, the 
Crusade Scholar hopes to be named to a 
church as a Christian education worker, 
perhaps in Kuala Lumpur, the capital 
city, or to district Christian education 
duties where she will be associated with 
a cluster of churches . In the meantime, 
her aim is " to study as much as I can in 
as little time as possible. " Her Crusade 
Scholarship is largely responsible for 
this. • 

Ms. Myer is senior staff writer for the 
ln.terpretive Services department, Board of 
Global Ministries. 
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Although the United Church of Christ 
in Japan (Kyodan) needs and receives 
the help of 258 foreign missionaries it is 
not simply a receiving church . During 
the past two decades it has also become 
a sending church . On the level of 
formalized church-to-church relation
ships the Kyodan today has personnel 
serving in North and South America, 
Europe, and other Asian countries . 
Interestingly enough, its pattern of 
missionary involvement abroad rein
forces two of the quadrennial missional 
priorities of the United Methodist 
Church-ethnic minority churches and 
hunger. 

Kyodan Missionaries in America 

Over 30 Kyodan missionaries are 
serving Japanese language churches in 
North and South America . Several of 
these persons are there at the request of 
the United Methodist Church . The 
continuing need for a Japanese lan
guage ministry has been made more 
acute by the increasing numbers of 
Japanese businessmen and their fami 
lies in metropolitan areas of the United 
States and Canada . The Rev . and Mrs. 
Haruyoshi Fujimoto were sent last year 
to share in an ecumenical ministry to the 
Japanese commun'ity in the greater New 
York area. 

Large numbers of Japanese have 
immigrated to South America since the 
Second World War. Japanese pastors 
from the Kyodan have gone to Brazil , 
Bolivia and Argentina to work among 
the Japanese there . They continue a 
tradition which goes back to the late 
19th century, when the church in Japan 
sent pastors to evangelize among the 
immigrants on the West Coast of North 
America. 

The Rev . and Mrs. Tadashi Mitsui are 
representative of a number of Japanese 
who have served in ecumenical agen
cies through the years. He is on the staff 

Mr. Makino has spent ten years at the Asian 
Rural Institute in India. (Below) Mrs. Arakawa, 
in striped shirt, with worshippers at Ponape in 
Papua New Guinea. 



(left) The church on Ponape. (Right) Dr. lwamura, with his adopted daughter, Pabitri 
Shrestha, in Nepal in a photo taken seven years ago. 
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of the World University Service based in 
Geneva, Switzerland, and formerly was 
a missionary in Lesotho, southern Afri
ca. 

Workers in Asia 

The Kyodan has 14 missionaries 
serving in Asia and the South Pacific 
(Ponape, New Zealand, India, Thai
land , Malaysia, Bangladesh , Hong 
Kong, Taiwan, and Korea). A strong 
contribution in this area has been 
agricultural work. Typical of such mis
sionaries are Kazuho and Yukiko Ma
ki no who have spent ten years at the 
Allahabad Rural Institute in India . 
While a college student he became so 
concerned about the hunger of people 
of India that he made up his mind to 
serve them in the name of Christ by 
teaching them the skills of rice cultiva
tion . Mrs. Makino has pioneered in 
developing a travelling library for the 
children in the village schools . The 
Makino family is also typical in that it is 
supported jointly by its recipient insti
tution , the Kyodan , North American 
churches , and the Christian Conference 
of Asia . Although the Kyodan has a 
wealth of human resources to share with 
other countries it does not have the 
funds to support them . Most of the 
Kyodan missionaries in North and South 
America are supported by the churches 
there . At present the Kyodan shares in 
the financial support of only ten of the 
nearly fifty missionaries it has sent out. 

Layman Serves in Pacific 

When the United Church of Ponape 
turned to the Kyodan for help the 
qualifications needed sounded impos
sible-ability to speak both English and 
Japanese, expertise in agriculture and 
marketing, and the ability to maintain 
and repair motor boats! However, God 
supplied these skills plus a strong 
missionary calling in Yoshiharu Ara
kawa and his wife. He had experience 
as an agriculturalist in India and as a 
pastor in Japan, and was a skilled 
mechanic . They have recentl y been 
joined by Megumu Ono, a young 
layman, who has gone as a volunteer at 
his own expense to share in the mission 
there . 

Agricultural mission work for Asia 
also takes place in Japan itself at the 
Asian Rural Institute which was founded 
five years ago to train rural leaders. 

I E 



Participants in its program are adults 
who are already involved in leadership 
positions in rural development whether 
as farm technicians, church workers, 
educators, health workers, or commu
nity organizers . They come for a one
year program and take back to their 
cou ntries skills and techniques to help 
improve rural life. The 25 participants 
this year are from Korea , Thailand, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan , the Philippines, 
Ind ia, and Sri Lanka . ARI also trains 
Japanese Christians for work overseas . 
One of these, Kiyoshi Nagashima, has 
recently returned from a three-year term 
at an agricultural rehabi I itation center 
for cured ex-leprosy patients in Thai
land . He is now on the ARI staff. 

Medical Staff Abroad 

In addit ion to the missionaries offi
ciall y sent out through Kyodan channels 
a number of its members have served 
under the non-denominational Japan 
Overseas Christian Medical Coopera
tive Service which was fou nded 17 
years ago and has 5,000 supporters in 
Japan . It has sent 20 doctors, nurses, 
and nutritionists to six Asian countries 
and brought 20 medical students from 
those countries to Japan to study for the 
purpose of promoting public hea lth in 
the ir homelands. Perhaps the most 
we l I-known of its workers is Noboru 
lwamura w ho with his wife has served 
for many years in the United Mission to 
Nepal. 

(Top left) Mr. and Mrs. Arakawa on Ponape. (Top right) The ~agashima f~mily 
returned from Thailand and are now on the faculty at the Asia Rural Institute. 
(Bottom) Mr. Arakawa, on the right, clears land at the seminary in Ponape with work 
camp members from Japan. 
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"Ugly Japanese" Image 

Japanese Christians participating in 
God's Mission in Asia must face two 
harsh facts of hi story. In the not too 
distant past the Japanese military ruled 
over these same Asian countries and 
often left a legacy of bitter anti-Japanese 
feeling. More recently, much of Japan's 
post-war prosperity has been bu i It on 
economic exploitation of these coun
tries. This economic invasion continues 
unabated and the image of the " Ugly 
Ameri can" has been replaced by that of 
the " Ugly Japanese. " The Japanese 
missionary must, on the one hand , bear 
the pai nfu I burden of his nation's past 
and present sins; and on the other, 
attempt to awaken his compatriots at 
home to the nation's moral responsibi l
ities in relation to its Asian neighbors. 
Thi s is done in a number of ways. More 
opportunities are being created on 
many levels for Japanese pastors and 
laypersons to partici pate in study tours, 
work camps, and yo uth ex
changes throughout Asia. The national 
Christian councils of Korea and Japan 
have promoted a series of annual 
consultations and there is on an unoffi
cial leve l an annual consultation of 
church leaders of Japan, Korea, and 
Taiwan . The Counci I of Christian Evan
gelism for the Blind in Japan as part of its 
25th anniversary celebration in 1977 
sent three teams to visi t Asian countries 
to establish Christian friendship among 
blind persons and to discuss common 
problems. A group of church school 
child ren and teachers from the Tokyo
Yokohama area last yea r spent ten days 
visiting the United Mission to Nepal. 
Also the increasi ng Japanese business 
presence in other Asian countries has 
meant that the Japanese lang uage 
churches in Taiwan , Hong Kong, Sing
apore, and Bangkok are growing. They 
provide a point of contact between 
Japanese and other Asian Christians and 
an opportunity to strengthen an under
standing of mission in the church at the 
grass roots. 

In conclusion , the above survey of 
Kyodan involvement in world mission is 
further evidence that mission is a 
two-way street. Each church , each 
nation, has been given its own unique 
gifts to share wi th others . Sharing 
invo lves both giving and receiving. And 
that is w hat Christian love is all about. 

John W . Krummel 

john Krummel is a United Methodist mis
sionary. 



I've been in Nepal for eight months 
and the last three have been here in 
Tansen . And I haven' t changed all that 
much-I sti 11 procrastinate, lose keys, 
and my stubborn streak is still with me. 
But there have also been some changes, 
some subtle and others not. I've lost 20 
pounds, I really enjoy eating lots of 
vegetables and don' t eat much meat 
even though it's often available . And 
instead of teaching Sunday school in 
English, I now stutter around in Ne
pali-only it's on Saturday. 

Right now I'm living in a big brick 
building in the Tansen bazaar or 
"doV('ntown district. " My room is on the 
third fioor and from my window I have a 
panoramic view of the valley just below 
Tansen. Each morning I'm awakened by 
the sounds of goats bleating and dogs 
barking, peddlers calling out their spe
cialities, the monotone whistling of a 
nearby shopkeeper, and his neighbor's 
blaring radio . Several times I 've 
watched donkey pack tra ins wind their 
way through the steep and narrow road 
beneath my window. 

As I walk 20 minutes to work, I look 
out upon an immense valley and river 
plain with range after range of " hills." 
The landscape is dotted with clusters of 
thatched-roof stone or clay houses and 
the intricate network of terraced fields 
and hand diverted streams for irrigation. 
But the land is also dramatically scarred 
by erosion and landslides. 

United Mission Hospital 
The United Mission Hospital has 130 

beds, epali and expatriate doctors, 
nurses, and paramedical folk including 
an orthotic/prosthetic technician , and 
one physical therapist-me! The major 
medical problems are tuberculosis, pul
monary as well as TB of bones and 
joints; leprosy, which is trea table and 
doesn' t need to result in deformities; 
chronic lung diseases as emphysema, 
asthma and bronchitis, and burns, si nce 
most epal is have only open fires for 
cooking and heating. And lots of folks 
fall from cliffs or down slopes while 
tending livestock, or from trees while 
gathering firewood-so we treat many 
people with fractures, osteomyelitis, 
and spinal cord injuries. 

The " Tansen project" is actually four 
projects : 
1 )-a community health program in

volving Tansen but mainly reaching 
out into villages 

2)-a two year Auxiliary ur e/Midwife 
(ANM) school 

3)-a one year intensive program for 
training Community Medical As o
ciates (CMA), many of whom will 
be responsi ble for medical care in 
rural isolated area 

4)-the hospital which, becau e of the 
above projects, is a teaching in titution . 
I see teaching a a very important thrust 
or aim of my job here. We, the foreign 
folk, shouldn' t regard our iobs here as 
permanent, and o I need to help train 
other because to continue their depen
dence on foreign therapi t un-
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fair-and short-sighted . I've alread 
been able to do some teaching in the 
CMA school and have had to lean 
heavily on my epali dictionary. How
ever, my epali was understood but I 
never did pronounce the Engli sh word 
" paraplegia" correctl y! 

Language Handicap 
I'm presently continuing my language 

studies along with my job, and I'll ha e 
to become " a bit" more proficient in 

epali before coming more involved in 
formal teaching situations. Presently the 
government does not recognize an 
tra ining in physical therapy, o I'm 
working with nurses and health worker 
helping increase their awarenes of 
burn and post-fracture contracture , 
pressure sores, chest physio, etc. 

And now ju ta bit about the Church 
and its activities here. Although Chri -
tiani ty i not legally recognized (and 
changing one' religion is illegal and 
carrie with it social o traci m and 
pun ishment), the Church continue to 
grow. God is working in man different 
situation and in o man Ii e . I have 
opportunitie both for fellow hip and 
for haring with non-Chri tian who ar 
really earching for Life . I know th1 
doe n't an wer all your que t1on , but 
there i a time for d1 ret1on , and at thi 
point I don ' t f el fr e to open! d1 cu 
thi . But th1 1 certain! an ar a for 
prayer and cone rn . 

Jo c Baldwin • 
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FAMILIES, by Jane Howard. New York, 
1978: Simon and Schuster, 282 pages, 
$9.95. 

Americans have an insatiable curiosity 
about families . Most people do, of course, 
but in other countr ies the fascination is 
chiefly with one's own family or that of one's 
social betters. We still have that but, in the 
U.S., this fascination has been extended to 
everyone's family and to the idea of the 
family itself. 

Much of this, in a time of loosening social 
ties , is simply an attempt to hang on to 
something that we feel is slipping away. 
Some of it, like the horrified preoccupation 
with the Loud family on television several 
years ago, is a national kind of peeping 
Tomism. Other books seem an attempt to 
exorcize the strong pull of family life. 

Jane Howard , best known as the author of 
A Different Woman, comes both to look at 
~hat family life is like today and to celebrate 
it. It is her thesis that, " Families aren't dying. 
... What families are doing, in flamboyant 
and dumbfounding ways, is changing their 
size and their shape and purpose." 

To illustrate her point, Ms. Howard visits 
with and looks at a number of fami
lies-every kind from the most traditional 
through single parent to communes and 
affinity groups that many people would not 
even admit to the family classification . What 
she sees is informed both by a discerning eye 
and a loving heart. 

Frankly, the author loves families. Not all 
of them, and not uncritically, but she loves 
them nonetheless . Part of the joy and the 
charm of this book is that she communicates 
that love. 

This is the book of a skilled journalist and 
the reporting is such that many of the people 
described come vividly to life but it is also a 
very personal book in which we are always 
aware of the author's presence and her 
reaction to these people. This kind of 
risk-taking on her part is very daring because 
if not perfectly done the author wi 11 get 
between us and her subjects and become 
simply annoying. In th is case it works and 
we suddenly realize what was missing in all 
those television documentaries which claim 
to show us the family plain and unobstruct
ed-a wise and witty and sympathetic 
observer. 

Ms. Howard is not simply all heart, of 
course. She has done her homework and has 
her facts and figures but most of the time she 
is smart enough to keep them under wraps. 
As is inevitable in this kind of project, many 
of the categories are familiar-the Jewish 

family, the Black family, the Southern 
family, the rich famil y, etc. Many, however, 
are not-the Lesbian mother, the temporary 
chosen family , the patriarch former hair
dresser turned evangelist, etc. Stock or not, 
all are freshly observed and lovi ngly ren
dered. This is a book that is a true pleasure to 
read. A.J.M . 

GREAT WORDS OF THE CHRISTIAN 
FAITH, by Donald Coggan. Nashville, 1978: 
Abingdon Press, 128 pages, $5.95. 

Jn late July, at the eleventh Lambeth 
Conference conven ing some 400 Anglican 
bishops from 100 countries, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Dr. Donald Coggan, cr iti
cized what he called the image of the modern 
bishop as " a kind of superexecutive" and 
spoke out against those among their number 
whose spiritual life has died . The theme of 
the conference was the responsibility of bish
ops. Dr. Coggan assailed what he cal led 
an image of a bishop as one who is " given to 
much talking and little thinking." He said 
some bishops have virtually given up 
believing that God speaks to us today. " We 
would not admit it; it would shock our 
congregations if we did . But we have 
stopped listening, and our spiritual life has 
died on us, though we keep up appearances 
and go through the motions. " It is a warning 
and assessment that could be thrown at 
many other church leaders. 

However, if the Archbishop's recent 
books are any indication he included 

SO THE WORLD 
MAY LIVE • JOHN 5:51 

himself in that judgment more for reasons of 
graciousness than accuracy. He is widely 
known as a churchman of deep evangel ical 
faith . His books are on such subjects as the 
prayers in the New Testament and his 
personal Christian convictions. This is his 
most recent book, a sl im and easy-reading 
treat ise on fifteen words central to the 
Christian life. These are Humanity , God , 
Jesus, Church, Love, Faith, Grace, Peace, 
Life, Suffering, Anxiety, Discipleship, Guid
ance, Prayer, and the Bible. To each he 
brings his sound bibl ical scholarship and 
concern for human beings searching for 
mean ing. Dr. Coggan 's theology is orthodox 
Christianity with a straight-talking accent. 
" Jesus is not only teacher and example," he 
says, obviously aware that for some Chris
tian theologians today that is about al l He is. 
" He is the Word of God, the Son of God, the 
Savior." 

One failing of th is book is that the poetry 
which the Archbishop chooses to illustrate 
his points is almost uniformly terr ible. 
Preachers and archbishops, I guess, are the 
only people who ever quote G.A. Studdert
Kennedy and El izabeth C. Clephane and 
others who are published only in antholo
gies of " rel igious" poetry. Great words of 
the Christian faith should have better than 
mediocre poetry to il lustrate them. 

But no matter. If you haven't read any of 
Dr. Coggan's books on the Christian life you 
should get started with one now. 

C.E .B. 

Together on Oct. l we reaffirm our 
commitment to Christ. We remember a 
love that brought us both new and 
eternal life. Together we would shore 
this life in Christ with the whole 

OCT. l, 1978 

world. United Methoqists hove such 
shoring opportunities through the World 
Communion Offering. 

Order World Communion materials from 
United Methodist Communications 
1200 Davis St., Evanston, Ill. 60201 
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LETTERS 

PRACTICE WHAT YOU PREACH 
As a resident of Detroit, I was pleased to see 

your article by Charles Simmons, " The Detroit 
Scene Today" Uuly-August). Detroit is a good 
place to live and continues to improve. It is a 
culturally alive city with a large ethnic mix. 
Detroit is an excellent place to experience the 
variety of humanity which God created . 

However, I am concerned about remarks 
attributed to Bishop Ammons . The article claims 
he " decries the exodus from the city of creative 
leadership." How can he be so judgmental? 
Bishop Ammons uses his housing allowance to 
purchase a home in Roya l Oak and is rarely in his 
office in Detroit. Out of nine staff at conference 
headquarters, only three live in Detroit. And one 
Detroit District Superintendent refuses to live in 
Detroit. 

No matter how much work the Methodist 
Church may be doing in Detroit, the exodus by her 
leaders is still noted . Often this exodus speaks 
louder than anything else. It is the weak sounds of 
leadersh ip-in-exile that my congregations hear 
and see. 

(Rev .) Rodney E. Rawson 
Epworth and Woodmere UM churches 
River Rouge, Michigan 

A JOB WELL DONE 
May I commend you on your ed itorial in the 

May issue of New World Outlook-" A Job Well 
Done. " You obviously had read both the majority 
and the minority reports of the United Presbyteri
an Task Force on Homosexuality and were 
impressed by them, as I was . Both reports state 
that there is no place in the Christian faith for the 
feeling of contempt, hatred and fear of homosexu
als that is termed " homophobia" and both call on 
the churches to do everything in their power to 
prevent society from continuing its unfair and 
oppressive treatment. I hope that many of our 
Methodist ministers and laymen wil l give un
biased consideration to the thoughtful and Chris
tian attitude exempl ified in these reports . 

Needless to say, I do not agree with the opinions 
expressed in the letters in the July issue. We all 
should remember Christ's words-" let him who is 
without sin cast the first stone." 

I am a Methodist layman, active in both my 
church and in Church Women United. Th is is a 
subject at><:>ut which we so-called straight people 
know too li ttle, and find it difficult to understand 
but I have seen great injustice done through th~ 
years to some who deserved better treatment. Th is 
report was sent me recently, together with a fine, 
well -written book by Laura Hobson, " Consenting 
Adult." I wish more people would read both . J 

don't know how many are speaking out against 
your ed itorial , but felt you should have the support 
of some who agree with you. 

G. B. Gould 
Venice, Florida 

"STEAMED UP" 
I just started read ing the Jul y-August ed ition of 

the New World Outlook, and I didn't get very far 
because the first page was enough to get me 
"steamed up". 

The United Methodist Church for the first time 
has sanctioned a homosexual as pastor of a 
congregation . 

The ministerial members of the New York 
Annual Conference shou ld have followed Bishop 
W . Ralph Ward , Jr's recommendation and put gay 
Rev . Abels on leave of absence until he made an 
honest attempt to change his so called life style. 

I have a couple of suggestions for Mr. Abels, first 
he should arrange a few therapy sessions with 
Anita Bryant and then when he thinks he is ready 
to preach I would like him to base his sermons on 
the following scriptures: Romans 1 :26, I Corinth
ians 6:9. The United Methodist Church has 
decl ined 1 percent, while the Assembly of God 
church has shown a large gain . Has it ever 
occurred to any of these " big shots" sitti ng on 
these boards and having large committee meet
ings that maybe they are coming up with the 
wrong answers? 

Their action with the homosexuals was wrong. 
Their stand for E. R.A. (with many members of 

my church inc luding women) is wrong. 
Joseph J. Barth 
Oceanside, California 

TAIZE'S "SOCIALISTIC" ACTIVITIES 
Quite an article by Tracy Early in your June issue 

extol Ii ng the work of Brother Roger Shutz. Perhaps 
Early was not aware of the socialist activities of 
Brother Roger' s group. 

Coincidentally, in the June issue of the National 
Geographic, on page 810 is a paragraph con
cerning Brother Roger from which I quote: 

" Brother Roger's charismatic spirit has attracted 
young people from every nation . In 1974 they 
formed the Council of Youth , which now has 
thousands of followers-dramatic support for 
Brother Roger' s hope ' in the capacity of the young 
to reinvent the world .' What all these blue-jeaned 
young people have in common is a commitment 
to radical Christianity for a redistribution of wealth 
(especial ly to aid the poverty stricken Th ird 
World) ." 
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Whose wealth are they going to distribute, 
certainly not theirs. 

C. A. Ashbaugh 
Livingston, Texas 

TWO CORRECTIONS 
The July-Au_gust issue has been part of my 

weekend reading. As usual , I find its coverage 
broad and of interest. 

Lauren Stell's article on Roanoke Rapids and 
" JP" may cla im the attention of some in that town 
and that company . It was good having a visit with 
Mi_ke Watson from South Carol ina. Introducing 
Keith Bndston to our readers is very good . I could 
go on ; but, like others in my life, I did not write to 
compliment, but to correct! 

Two points for correction: The Law of the Sea 
item in MISSION MEMO is good, though the 
funding portion is incorrect. The project is funded 
by several Divisions of our Board (including ECD) 
and the Board of Church and Society . 

The second refers to an item on page 45 . You've 
perpetuated the error which somehow sneaked 
into letters and resolut ions from the Carolinas. As 
you will know, the J. P. Stevens action was taken 
by the full Division in its April, 1978 session. It 
was not the Executive Committee as stated. The 
difference is significant; it is 74 members (we' re 
minus one bishop) not 19. 

Keep reporting and giving us a glimpse of a 
world which too often seems less than " new''. 

Theressa Hoover, Associate General Secretary 
Women's Division, Board of Global Ministries 

AN ACTIVE READER 
I am enclos.i ng $5 .00 which I hope may cover 

the cost of mailing th ree copies of the New World 
Outlook Special Issue: Covenant Living in Times 
of Change Uune, 1978). 

During the summer between our two services in 
the Methodist Church, we have a book table. I'm 
hoping that the display will secure subscriptions to 
my favorite United Methodist magazine. The 
Special Issue I've just ordered is worth the $4 .00 
subscription price alone. 

Dorothy Elderdice 
Westminster, Maryland 
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Dr. Markus Barth 

SWISS THEOLOGIAN SAYS HE FEARS 
BEGIN POLICIES MAY LEAD TO WAR 
A Swiss theologian says Israel 's problems 

with the Palestinian Arabs cannot be solved 
along lines proposed by Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin . 

Dr. Markus Barth, 62 , son of the distin
gu ished dogmatic theologian Karl Barth, 
said in an interview that he was afraid Mr. 
Begin's tough pol icies might lead Arab 
nations to respond by another war . 

" My sympathies are with the minority 
'Peace Now' movement in Israel , which is 
made up of army officers, journalists, and 
liberal academics. They say that if the 
alternative is either settlements, or peace, 
then peace it must be. " 

Dr. Barth , a lecturer at Vancouver School 
of Theology summer school , has been 
deeply engaged in, .and written extensively 
on Jewish-Christian relations . He describes 
himself as pro-Jewish and his position as one 
of "critical solidarity." 

He agrees with Jewish theologian Martin 
Buber and General Matatju Peled that a 
good relationship to the Palestinians in Israel 
and the occupied territories is the key to 
peace for Israel. " Palestinians can no longer 
be treated as second-class citizens," he said. 

" I am in favor of a mini-state. In my 
discussions with PLO leader Vasser Arafat 
and his staff, I was told he agrees that such a 
state would include the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip, and would be jointly adminis
tered by PLO and local Arab leaders under a 
constitution to be formed during an extend
ed presence of U.N. troops. 

"Arab leaders told me it wou Id take one or 

two years to find such a constitution, but it is 
possible." 

Questioned on whether one could ulti
mately trust the Arabs in the long term, Dr. 
Barth said they would never be full y united 
behind one Arab leader, and that Israel's 
peace also depended on a balanced dealing 
with Arab neighbors which excluded the 
notion of Israel's fu nction as a Western 
spea r-head. 

" Israel 's presumed nuclear capabi lity re
duces the possibility of its annihilation. " 

Dr. Barth suspects the Israelis of using the 
Russians as a bogey man to keep the U.S. 
interested . " There are Communist groups in 
refugee camps, but they are a minority. 
Atheism does not fit either fanatical or 
mystical Moslem religion ." 

He said it was very unwise of Israel not to 
compromise. Some Israel i officials told him 
that East Jerusalem cou Id easily be the 
capita l for both the mini-state and Israel. 

Traditional forms of missions to the Jews 
should no longer be applied, Dr. Barth said. 
" We must talk of dialogue. Let Christians be 
converted to Jesus before they try to convert 
Jews. " 

"We have planted anti-Semitism into the 
minds of Christians by insisting that only 
Jews have ki I led Christ and prevented the 
preaching of the Gospel. Protestant 
churches are as guilty of thi s slander as the 
Roman Catholic Church . 

" A Christian will not withho ld from a Jew 
that he considers the Jew Jesus to be the 
promised Messiah . When the Jew answers 
that he is sti 11 expecting the Messiah, the 
Christian should reply, He has already come 
and will come again . Thus, Jews and 
Christians are fellows in waiting." 

Dr. Barth quotes the Jewish professor 
Pinehas Lapide: " If the coming Messiah 
should have the likeness of Jesus of Nazareth 
it will be all right with us." 

Dr. Barth said several reputable Jewish 
scholars have recla imed Jesus for Judaism. 
They argue that Jesus's deity was added by 
later pagan influences spread among Gen
tiles, he said. 

" If Christians want to convince Jews of the 
Messiahship of Jesus let them live among 
their Jewish neighbors today in such a 
manner that their conduct and care for 
Israel's hope and suffering reveal that Jesus 
Christ unites Jews and Gentiles." 

Dr. Barth says the teach ing of St. Paul in 
Rom . 9-11 means that even today, the 
Jewish people are God's own people togeth
er with the Christian Church . 

Dr. Barth is married with five children . 
One son teaches theology in Zaire with the 
Church of Kimbangu , an independent Evan
gelical African denomination. A daughter 

belongs to a pioneer Catholic congregation 
in Mun ich, and another daughter has joined 
up with an Eastern guru . 

(David Virtue, RNS) 

URUGUAY METHODISTS 
MARK 1 OOth YEAR 

On the 18th of June the Methodist Church 
of Uruguay, which has about 2,000 mem
bers in a country of 3 million persons, 
celebrated its first century as an organized 
Church in Uruguay. 

A memorial plaque was unveiled near the 
main door of Central Church and a service of 
Thanksgiving was held . Bishop Carlos T. 
Gattiononi of Argentina del ivered a message 
in the crowded church. Mr. Frank Northam 
represented the World Methodist Council 
and Bishop Sante U. Barbieri represented 
the Bishop's Counci l of the United States. 
The Rev. Mario Bertinat represented the 
Federation of Churches in Uruguay and the 
Rev. Oscar Bolioli , president of the Method
ist Church in Uruguay, and Miss Margarita 
Grassi, vice president, also took part. Other 
church delegations came from the Salvation 
Army, the Churches of the Free Brethren, the 
Evangelical Churches of the River Plate, the 
Waldensians and the Mennonites . 

Also present were the Ambassador of the 

(Above) Presiding at the anniversary service were, 
from left to right, Rev. Frank Northam, Miss 
Margarita Cram; Bishop Caltinom; Bishop Bar
bieri; Rev. Mario Bertina/ and President Bolioli. 
(Below) Crowd of worshippers spills out on the 
street on a cold day to watch the unveiling of the 
memorial plaque at Central Church. 
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·s most recent book by Dr. James 
bson, nationally acknowledged 
hority on practical family ffui
ce begins where his best se er, 

re To Discipline, ends. It focuses 
the care and training of the 

ertlve boy or girt whose natural 
lnatlon Is to test and challenge 
limits of authority. The strong

led child Is a precious human 
ng who needs a special kind of 

retandlng and discipline by his 
nts. This book is devoted to 

se needs, and Is written In the 
rm, and humorous style that has 
de Dr. Dobson one of the best 

authors in America. Cloth, 
95. 

Books by Dr. Dobson 
E TO DISCIPLINE. For parents, 

chers, and students. This contin-
bestseHer gives specific, prac-

1 guidance on expressing love 
authority. It's an urgent book 

anyone who has responsiblllty 
h children. Paper, $3.95. 

AT WIVES WISH THEIR HUS. 
NOS KNEW ABOUT WOMEN. 

author recognizes ten primary 
as In which women have emo
al needs and problems which 

ny men fall to discern and under
nd. Both husbands and wives 
I find Dr. Dobson's suggestions 

solutions interesti~ often 
orous, and Immense prac-

1. Cloth, $5.95. Paper, $3. . 

ilable at your bookstore. 

lA.lE ~ -
USE PUBLISHERS ~ 
EAlON, IWNOIS60187 

UMC Photo, by Robert Lear 

Rev. Arthur J. Landwehr (right), pastor of First 
United Methodist Church, Evanston, Illinois, 
listens to Sean Cooney, Catholic community 
worker in Belfast, describing the situation in that 
city. Landwehr was one of twenty-six U.S. 
Catholics and Protestants who took part in an 
Information Seminar in Northern Ireland in June 
co-sponsored by the Irish Council of Churches 
and the National Council of Churches in the USA. 
In a five-day period , participants met with 
politicians, church leaders, peace workers and 
members of a paramilitary group. 

United Kingdom , Mr. W . Petters, the 
Commercial Attache of the U .5., and the 
Swedish consul. These three countries con
tributed toward the building of the First 
Methodist Church in Uruguay nearly a 
hundred years ago. Letters and telegrams of 
congratulations and support came from 
many parts of the world. 

For some years the Methodist work in 
Uruguay was a district of the River Plate 
Annual Conference, but in 1954 the Uru-

guay Provisional Annual Conference was 
organized with no official relationship to 
Argentine Methodism. There is separation of 
church and state in Uruguay and a high 
degree of religious tolerance. 

CHURCH LEADERS RESPOND 
TO DISSIDENTS' TRIALS 

Almost rebuffed in their attempt to give the 
Soviet embassy in Washington a protest over 
the recent tria ls of Russian dissidents, a 
delegation of religious leaders nonetheless 
delivered a letter and got in a few words 
vocally . 

The intetiaith group presented an embassy 
employee with a letter from officials of the 
National Council of Churches, the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops and the 
Synagogue Council of America. They were 
unable to speak with Ambassador Anatoly 
Dobrynin, but were escorted into an ante
room of the embassy by a press aide, who 
reportedly kept telling them that the trials 
were an internal matter and "we have 
nothing to say." 

The letter protested " the arbitrary nature 
of these trials" and expressed shock at the 
severity of sentences imposed on Anatoly 
Shcharansky, Vladamir Siepak, Aleksander 
Ginzburg and Victoras Petkus. 

The ambassador was reminded that the 
Helsinki Agreement, signed by the USSR 
and others, " gives international recognition 
to basic human rights such as the rights of 
emigration and peaceful criticism of govern-
ment policies ." (UMC) 

Interfaith leaders, from left, Bishop James K. Mathews, Methodist Bishop of Washington, Rabbi Walter 
Wurzburger of Synagogue Council of America, and Msgr. Francis /. Lally, Secretary for Social 
Development and World Peace of the U.S. Catholic Conference, walk toward Soviet Embassy in 
Washington on July 19, to deliver letter protesting the Moscow sentencing of Anatoly Shcharansky, Soviet 
dissident. 

The letter was subsequently mailed after being refused by an Embassy employee. 
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KOINONIA FARMS IN GEORGIA IS 
A COVENANT LIVING EXPERIMENT 
There is a communal experiment in 

Americus, Georgia, almost in the backyard 
of Plains, that has proven to be one of the 
most durable and successful in American 
history. 

Clarence Jordan, a south Georgia farm 
boy who earned a doctorate in theology, 
called the experiment " Koinonia," after a 

ew Testament Greek word for "fellow
ship" and " community." 

The communal fa rm, now 1,400 acres, 
was the target of persecution in its early 
years . The farm was riddled with gunfire, 
livestock fences were cut, buildings were 
dynamited, fires were set. The churches 
edged Koinonia members off their rolls and 
officials denied licenses to Koinon ia summer 
camp. Mr. Jordan himself was kicked and 
spat on in town; a store that sold goods to 
him was bombed . 

Now it's qu iet along Dawson Road there, 
about five miles from Plains. The pecan trees 
grow tall , and the mocking birds and 
orchard orioles sing along with the 35 
fulltime adult " partners," their child ren and 
a staff of 60 workers . Three Koinonia 
compou nds, like small towns, line the road . 

Mr. Jordan, whose father was the brother 
of the grandfather of presidential aide 
Hamilton Jordan, died in 1969 and lies 
buried in a shippi ng box in a distant pasture. 
Clarence Jordan's widow, Florence, is no 
longer sure she can find the grass-covered 
grave. 

" Clarence felt it was wrong to take up 
space from the living ... I don' t feel he's 
dead, " she said. " His spirit is alive ." 

Refusing to mark the grave has helped to 
keep the vision alive. "Unless the center of 
the group is larger than any one person, it 
cannot last," said Mrs. Jordan, a ta ll, 
large-faced woma n who beams like the sun . 

" There also must be a strong religious 
base to Ko inonia . It ca nnot last on a purely 
economic base." 

The re ligious base includes late Sunday 
afternoon worship and a Tuesday night Bible 
class attended faithfully by the pastor of the 
new Fellowship Baptist Church , sou th of 
Americus, where Miss Lillian, mother of the 
President, attends. 

A committee handles Ko inonia's spiritual 
needs and programming. The only ini tiat ion 
rite, after a six-month trial period, is fo r a 
new person to get up in the informal 
religious service and describe in a few words 
his or her " spi ritual journey." 

The spokesman for Ko i"nonia is the " coor
dinator of activities," Ted Swisher, 29 , a 
Princeton graduate. He and a half-dozen 
other young people live in a recently 
purchased farmhouse down the road . 

The young people have their own stereo 
for dancing, they go to town for movies 
(most recent ly for " Saturday ight Fever"), 
whip up volleyball and baseball games and 
put on outdoor music feasts , which have 
featured Ph iladelphia violinist orman 
Race. 

Gail Walters, 26, curly hair, in white bib 

overalls , is from Bryn Athyn . " I wanted to 
live in an alternative life-style community," 
she said, " and in Ko inonia I can live in 
accord with my values ." Those values are, 
she said, "s imple living, non-violence, and 
integration ." 

Koinon ia's full-time membership is al l 
white, a result , it was pointed out, of blacks 
in south Georgia being more interested in 
"upward mobility" and the wh ites, who 
have had everything, now in " downward 
mobili ty." 

In the " downward mobil ity, " away from 
material pursuits, is Millard Fuller, an 
Alabama lawyer who reportedly made a 
million dollars in a mail-order business 
selling tractor cushions, doormats, tooth
brushes, etc. , and gave it up. 

Another member, Ron Foust, 37, was a 
nuclear physic ist teaching at St. Mary's 
College in South Bend , Ind . He has a Ph .D. 
in physics from Notre Dame. 

Christine Clemens, 32 , from New Ken
sington, Pa., has a nursing degree. Her 
husband, Steve, 28, a former Temple 

University graduate student, runs a co-op 
grocery store across the road from the main 
compound . 

George Worth, 55 , from Wilmington, 
N.C. , a United Presbyterian missionary in 
the Far East for 21 years, runs the food 
processing operation at Koinonia. 

Don Abbott and his wife, Jeri , from 
Philadelphia, have served as missionaries in 
Rhodes ia (they were forced to leave by the 
government there), in Zambia and in Tur
key. " This is very much like a mission 
compound ," Abbott said . They and a 
daughter are content to receive only $35 a 
month for their needs . Koinonia supplies 
food , housing, cars, medical care. 

Mrs. Abbott is treasurer for the farm, 
which makes about $600,000 a year in its 
mail-order business of pecans, fruitcakes 
and other items. Daughter Margie, 13, 
meanwhile cares for a dozen goats. 

A Fund for Humanity, run by Fuller, has 
built about 70 homes for poor black persons 
in the area, 10 of them in town . 

(RNS) 
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Room 1439 I 475 Riverside Drive 

These three children of India represent 
hundreds looking to United Methodist for 

help. Until this year, a non·United Methodist 
Church agency had been supplying part of the 

annual funds for this children's home - and 
40 others . These funds have been cut off 

drast ically, limiting the number of children 
that can be cared for and threatening a 

number of these homes with closure . 

For 1978, $150,000 is needed to feed and 
cover school expenses for these children. 

The yearly cost for one child is Sl 20. You, 
your church or your church school class could 

help by subscribing this or any amount. 

One such home is the Johnson Girls' Hostel 
in Jabalpur. The director writes, "Our hostel 

is a place where girls can develop their 
physical, mental and spiritual power to the 

full." You can help provide such opportunity. 
They are looking to you. 
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"Orphans and Homeless Children" wo 007619-1 BT I 

Methodist Hostels, India I 

CITY _________ STATE ____ ZIP ___ _ 

CHURCH----- ANNUAL CONFERENCE -----

I 
I 
I 
I 

L
N y k N y 10027 Ttte United Melhod1sl Child SuppoH PrOIOJr•m 11 •pert ol lhe world w1Cle m.n111ry ol Tne .J 

eW Of • • · Boerd olGlobel M 1r11slr1es en w11n ctuld cere 1n1111u110n1 eppro11ed&l Advance SPK•els ------------------New World Outlook • September 1978 [379) 43 



UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST LISTS 
U.S. "POLITICAL PRISONERS" 

The United Church of Christ's Commis
sion for Racia l Justice has sent to President 
Carter a list of what the commission says are 
" pol itical prisoners" in the United States . 

Irving Joyner of the commission said here 
the list was drawn up with the aid of the Rev. 
Ben Chavis, imprisoned leader of the 
Wilmington Ten, who was working for the 
commission when he was convicted in 
connection with the 1971 firebombing of a 
grocery store. He maintains his innocence 
and his cause has attracted international 
attention . 

Mr. Joyner said the commission considers 
Mr. Chavis " the best United States example 
of a political prisoner" and declared that the 
list was compiled "i n light of the confusion , 
public ity and criticism directed at United 
Nations Ambassador Andrew Young for 
statements to the effect that there are 
politica l prisoners in the United States." 

Mr. Joyner suggested that President Carter 
create a presidential commission to study 
the question of political prisoners and make 
its findings " known to the public and the 
world ." 

" It would seem that in the interest of 
justice and fairness that your administra
tion," he wrote the President, "which has 
sparked a worldwide battle cry for human 
rights would want to ascertain the degree of 
human rights violations at home." 

Included on the list of people the com
mission consides political prisoners, are the 
Wilmington 10, the Charlotte Three, the 
Puerto Rican Nationalist Prisoners ; the 
leaders of the Republic of New Africa ; the 
Dawson Five, the Pendleton 14; and some 
50 individuals. 

Mr. Joyner said included on the list are 
people imprisoned because of their politica l 
activity or beliefs. He said " this list does not 
include the thousands that are convicted and 
incarcerated merely because they were 
unable to afford adequate legal representa
tion ." 

Mr. Chavis is one of eight members of the 
Wilmington 10 remaining in prison . Two 
others already have been paroled and all 
except Mr. Chavis are scheduled to become 
eligible for parole before the end of the year, 
as the result of the recent shortening of their 
sentences by Governor James B. Hunt Jr . 

WEST GULF REGIONAL SCHOOL 
LEAVES MT. SEQUOYAH, ERA CITED 
In a decision bringing the Equal Rights 

Amendment boycott home to an Arkansas 
Un ited Methodist institution for the first 
time, the Planning Team of the West Gulf 
Regional School of Missions has voted not to 
return to Arkansas for its 1979 session . 

Team members said the decision, while 
based primarily on the ERA issue, involved 
other considerations. The group voted to 
hold its 1979 session June 18-22 at Southern 

Methodist University in Dallas, Texas. Texas 
has ratified the ERA. 

The vote not to return to Arkansas , first 
made last February by the 25-member team , 
was reaffirmed at the South Central Jurisdic
tion-wide school during its June 12-16 
session at Mt. Sequoyah Assembly here. The 
decision was in support of a policy of the 
sponsori ng agency, the Women 's Division 
of the Board of Global Ministries, to sponsor 
or fund national meetings only in states 
which have ratified the ERA. 

The sessions of the West Gulf school , one 
of five regional orientation meetings spon
sored annually by the Women's Division , 
have been held at the Arkansas location 
approximately 10 years. Arkansas is one of 
15 states which have not ratified ERA. 

Mt. Sequoyah Superintendent N. Lee Cate 
said although the original decision not to 
return to Mt. Sequoyah was made in 
February, no official notice of the action had 
been rece ived by the assembly. 

Mai H. Gray of Kansas City, Mo., 
president of the Women's Divis ion, ac
knowledged that while the ERA question 
was a primary issue in the decision, other 
factors were invo lved. She said the West 
Gulf school had met consistently at the same 
location over a long period of time, while 
most of the other four schools had a tradition 
of moving their meeting sites. The other four 
annual schools are the Pacific , Midwest, 
Upper Atlantic and South Atlantic regional 

Serving churches since 1789, Cokesbury Bookstores and service centers are equipped 
to be your "total service" church and church school supply headquarters. From choir 
robes to altarware, stewardship materials to sanctuary furniture, Cokesbury offers top 

quality supplies, memorials, books, and equipment for all your church needs. 
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Send your request today to your nearest regional service center for the Cokesbury 
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1600 Queen Anne Road 
Teaneck, NJ 07666 

[380) New World Outlook • September 1978 

SHOP Ill PERSON AT THESE BOOKSTORES: 

Allanta • Baltimore • Bmningham • Charlotte • Cincinnati • Clearwater 
Columbia • Dallas (2 Stores) • Day1on • Denver • Des Moines • Detroit 

Elmhurst • Hamsburg • Houston • Indianapolis • Jacksonville • Kansas Qty 
Los Angeles• Memphis • Nashville (2 Stores) • North Canion • Pat1< Ridge 

Philadelphia • Ptttsburgh • Ra leigh • Richrr.ond • San Francisco • Teaneck • Tulsa 



schools. The events are designed as orienta
tion and training sessions for elected leaders 
of the annual conference and jurisdictional 
United Methodi st Women units, and for 
leaders of the annual sc hools of mission and 
other tra ining events held throughout the 
various annua l conferences . 

Seventeen annual conferences are repre
sented in the West Gulf school and 287 
persons attended the recent sessions at Mt. 
Sequoyah . 

Zenobia Waters of Little Rock, dean of the 
West Gulf school and chairperson of its 
Planning Team, said among other factors 
involved in the decision to move were 
convenience, accommodat ions, economic 
considerations and a desire to move the 
school to other sections of the eight-state 
jurisd iction . 

She said the annual sessions were sched
uled one year at a time and that the Plann ing 
Team had expressed the desire " to move 
about over the jurisdiction" (composed of 
Arkansas, Kansas , Lou isiana, Missour i, Ne
braska , ew Mex ico , Oklahoma and 
Texas). 

Mrs . Waters said another factor in the 
decision to move was that Dallas was more 
centrally located for women in the jurisdic
tion and it was a more economical si te for 
the Women's Division . 

Mr. Cate said the school is the largest of 
seven major events held annually at the 
Assembly and its absence would mean the 
loss of approximately $17,000, about one
tenth of the agency' s annual operating 
revenue. 

He said the act ion is " going to have a 
negative influence. It's already creating 
other boycotts and (this kind of strategy) 
leaves no place for fellowship." 

Bishop Kenneth W . Hicks told the Arkan
sas Methodist he had " mixed feel ings" 
about the action . " I hate to see the Assembly 
penalized ; it is something that penalizes 
ourselves," he said . " I am in favo r of ERA but 
am not really convinced that th is action is 
prudent or wise." 

The bishop said he respected the views of 
other persons and was " not chastising the ir 
position ," but added he doesn't " agree with 
people in the local church wi th holding 
money when they don't agree with a 
position . This isn' t quite the same thing; but 
it is a bit like withholding money from the 
church because you are unhappy with a 
decis ion that the school board has made." 

Bishop Hicks said if the agency didn' t find 
some enterprises to make up for the lost 
revenue, "i t will be a bad year for Mt. 
Sequoyah Assembly." 

Uohn Workman, UM() 

BISHOP PROPOSES PRAYER 
AFTER ABORTION 

An Anglican bishop, Dr. John Taylor, 
Bishop of Winchester, has asked the Genera l 
Synod of the Church of England to consider 
including in its offic ial liturgy a prayer for use 
after an abortion . The idea that such a prayer 
should be included in the Church 's Series Il l 

initiation services has alread y been turned 
down by the liturgical rev ision committee. 

By authorizing such a prayer, Dr. Taylor 
believes, the Church would not be approv
ing abortion in principle or the present state 
of the law in England. The basis of such a 
prayer, he bel ieves, should be the recogni
tion that abortion may sometimes be justi
fied but can only be spi ritually " healthy" if 
we " know what we do." This can be 
expressed by some act "i n which we comm it 
both the inc ipient life, and the action we 
have taken , into the hands of a mercifu l 
God." 

The draft prayer says: " Heavenly Father, 
you are the giver of life, and you share with 
us the care of the life that is given . Into you r 
hands we commit in trust the developing life 
that we have cut short. Look in kindly 
judgement on the decision that we have 

made and assure us in all our uncertainty 
that your love for us can never change. 
Amen. " 

Such a prayer, Dr. Taylor believes, would 
not be an approval of abortion in princ iple 
but a recognit ion that medical term inations 
of pregnancy are taking place and that the 
parents, doctors and nurses involved in them 
are often in deep moral perplexity . 

INVESTMENTS IN SOUTH AFRICA 
CRITICIZED BY S.A. COUNCIL 

The most forthright statement on foreign 
investment in South Africa to be issued by an 
organization represent ing both blacks and 
whites in that country was voted by the 
South African Council of Churches (SAC() at 
its annual meeting in mid-July in Johannes
burg. 

Texts of two lengthy resolutions passed by 

"Timely and provocative." 
Journal of Economic Literature 

A NEW DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGY 
by Robert Alexander 

"An excellen t addition to the literature of 
economic development, contributing new 
insight on a matter of central importance ." 
journal of Economic Literature Cloth $6 .95 

HEALTH AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
presen ted by Kevin Cahill 
"A penetrating symposium by ten 
w rite rs fo cus ing o n th e inter
relatedness of social, economic and 
political fac tors in health problems 
and solutions." Missionary Research 
Library Cloth $6 .95 

DEVELOPMENT 
LESSONS FOR THE 
FUTURE 
by Thomas Melady & Robert Suha r
tono 

" Written in clear and readable En
glish, with a minimum of profes
sional jargon ." journal of Economic 
Litera tu re Clo th $6.95 

CHINA AS A MODEL OF 
DEVELOPMENT 
by Al Imfeld 

" I know of few other books that so 
cogently sum up th e d is tincti ve 
fea tures of China 's development 
style, the philosophy underlying 
it, and its most material results." 
Library journal Cloth $5.95 

A RICHER HARVEST 

REAPING THE GREEN 
REVOLUTION 

Two books by Sudhir Sen 

"A Richer Haroest deals with India 
as a paradigm of mos t general 
problems of agricultural develop
men t. Reaping the Green Revolution 
discusses the more specific prob
lems of lives tock, fi sheries, fores
try, and other branches of Indian 
agriculture . Together, the two vol
umes provide an overwhelming 
wealth of info rmation and policy 
analysis." Asia Bulletin 

~ach volume, Cloth $10 .95 
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the SACC reached United Methodist Com
munications on July 24 . One was specifi
cally on foreign investments and loans; the 
other offered guidance to South African 
member churches and " business organiza
tions." The churches cla im 15 mi llion 
members out of the country's 26 mi ll ion 
people. 

" Foreign investments and loans have 
largely been used to support the prevailing 
patterns of power and privilege," said the 
first resolution . "The national conference of 
the SACC urgently calls on foreign countries 
and organizations, for the sake of justice, to 
revise radically their investment policies and 
employment practices in regard to South 
Africa in such a way as to benefit the total 
population of South Africa ." 

Bishop Desmond Tutu, the black general 
secretary of SACC, acknowledged that the 
formulation of the statement was influenced 
by legal considerations. At least three South 
African laws make it illegal to advocate 
political change by means of foreign eco
nomic pressure, and two of them provide a 
maximum penalty of death or life imprison
ment. 

Asked to comment on the statement, Tim 
Smith , director of the Interfaith Center for 
Corporate Responsibility in New York City, 
said he read it as "in effect a call to stop 
further investments." 

~ 
~ 

The October issue of New World 
Outlook will have a section of half a 
dozen articles related to the China 
mission study theme, including one on 
Why Study Ch ina? and others on a look at 
China after Mao, and the relationship of 
China to Chinese Americans . There will 
also be two articles on energy issues. One 
deals with the involvement of a young 
United Methodist minister in the Clam
shell Alliance in New England. The other 
deals with communities in Wyoming 
undergoing an energy boom . There are 
also stories on a farmers ' development 
project in Ind ia and the controversy 
around the plans for turning the Olympic 
Village in Lake Plac id, New York, into a 
prison . 

ND/DODY/SPIRIT 
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The Spirit of Synergy: 
God's Power and You 
L. Robert Keck 
Fof'f!word by Robert A. Raines 

'14 sensitive and valuable book, 
moving in its descriptions of his own 
physical pain, despair, and his struggle 
to understand the role of mind and spirit 
in illness. '~Marilyn terguson, editor 
BRAIN/MIND BULLETIN 

''A verjl sensible 
book . . . . "-Granger E. Westberg, 
President, Wholistic Health Centers, Inc. 

'14 source of information and of 
guidance for many people. "-The Rev. 
Donald E. Smith, President, Institutes of 
Religion and Health 

L. Robert Keck shares what he has 
learned in harnessing mind/body/spirit 
power, especially in the area of "medita
tive prayer." $6. 95 
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In 1916. The entire issue of the 1916 
World Outlook " Woman 's Progress 
Number" has been re-issued . You ' ll 
enjoy articles on women in work in the 
USA, Arabia, India, Korea, South Afri
ca, Asia, Burma. Four thousand copies 
were sold at the 1978 Women's Assem
bly alone. 
And 55 Years Later. Copies of the 
double-size issue of the April 1971 New 
World Outlook on " Women of the 
Third World" are also available. Arti 
cles about women in China, South 
Africa, Ghana, the Congo, Brazil , the 
Caribbean and the Middle East remain 
timely . Read also about women and the 
Christian, Muslim and Buddhist reli
gions. 
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