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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

May, 1978 

Women's Division. Meeting in Pittsburgh April 7-10, the United Methodist 
Women's Division endorsed the consumer boycott of J.P. Stevens products. In 
1976 the division affirmed the right of Stevens employees to organize. This 
year ' s resolution supported the boycott "until such time as collective bar
gaining in good faith as defined by the National Labor Relations Board takes 
place." . .. The division called for "a viable solution" to the Zambabwe (Rhodesia) 
dispute embracing all political forces. It voiced concern "that the ' Internal 
Settlement' may actually precipitate violent confrontations among Zimbabweans 
struggling for independence." United Methodist Bishop Abel Muzorewa was one 
of the signers of the Internal Settlement ... . The division voted to sel l 
Robincroft in Pasadena, Calif . , one of its two retirement homes for retired 
missionaries and deaconesses, because of security problems and declining 
occupancy. The 59 residents will have a choice of other locations. Possible 
buyer for Robincroft is nearby Fuller Seminary, which is expanding .... The 
division, which is the national policy-making body for 1 .2 million members of 
United Methodist Women, approved appropriations totaling $14,378,244 and under
lined that its program is mission. 

Relief and Refugees. The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) approved 
nearly $700,000 in grants to 45 projects in 27 countries at the spring meeting 
of BOGM April 10-15. Included was $20,000 to aid Palestinian refugees and 
$25,000 for farmers in the Sahel region of Africa fight drought and famine. 
UMCOR made an urgent plea for 200 church families willing to sponsor an Indo
chinese refugee family since the large numbers of "boat people" have still not 
found homes in this country and their plight is desperate. 

Institutional Racism. Challenged to root out racism in its ranks, the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries (BGM) inmediately passed on the problem 
to its seven divisions. After working throughout the spring board meeting, 
April 7-15, the divisions reported these actions: 
-- Women's Division approved a Charter of Racial Justice Policies with sug
gestions for local churches, institutions receiving division support and 
especially for United Methodist Women in areas of recruitment and nomination 
and election, including quotas as long as necessary; 
-- Education and Cultivation agreed to hire ethnic minority persons for all 
executive posts until a 25 percent goal is reached . Coincidentally it rejected 
then hired a white woman to be associate director of current and deferred 
giving; 

............... 1 



-- Health and Welfare Ministries made affirmative action proposals to denomi
nation-related hospitals, children's homes and retirement homes; 
-- World Division agreed to increase by 10 percent during 1978 the number of 
black missionaries and missionary students trained to work in Africa and the 
Caribbean; 
-- National Division affirmed racism iA housing, property valuation and avail
ability , and community development has no place in the UMC; it reported 60 
percent of its programs are related to the Ethnic Minority Local Church Priority; 
- - Ecumenical and Interreligious concerns asked directors to combat such forms 
of exclusivity and prejudice as the "Christian Yellow Pages," a directory of 
goods and services limited to "born-again" Christians; 
-- United Methodist ColTITlittee on Relief (UMCOR) appointed a task force to look at 
racism within the committee. 

The missionary force supported by the World Division in 1977 included 22 
ethnics out of 660 U.S. citizens working outside the country. The National 
Division reported fewer ethnics than it had in 1974 despite a goal of 25 percent. 

The divisions were spurred by charges of racism leveled by a 25-member 
task force, which relied heavily on a study of board policies and practices made 
by an outside agency called Training Ecumenically to Advance Mission (TEAM). It 
provided 21 indicators of racism in the board in areas such as budget-allocations 
process, personnel policies-practices, decision-making, power and authority. 

The report of the Task force on Institutional Racism (later changed to a 
co1T1T1ittee) was accepted, the divisions were ordered to submit plans by the October 
BOGM meeting,and the new committee was continued until mid-1980 to coordinate and 
monitor the plans. 

The Committee on Personnel in Mission reported it has approved 27 new World 
Division missionaries including two Hispanics, two Asians and one black; 16 
young people to serve for two years in the U. S. including one black, one Hispanic; 
six church and community workers including five blacks; two home missionaries; 
and six deaconesses including three blacks , one Asian. 

Solar Heating. St. Paul Center in Springfield, Oregon, will be the first of a 
projected eight UM churches to use solar heating in a new building project. St. 
Paul Center, with about 250 members, plans a 4,600-square foot solar heated church 
sanctuary which will also have use for community activities. Designed by local 
architect Art Paz, the building has a public ground-breaking ceremony April 23. 
The National Division of the Board of Global Ministries has contributed $5,000 to 
the Springfield project. Church members expect to do much of the construction 
themselves. The Oregon church is part of a joint solar energy demonstration 
project involving the United Methodist, American Lutheran, American Baptist and 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. denominations. 

Organizing Grant. A spinoff group of the Crossroads Urban Center, a UM National 
Division-related project in Salt Lake City, Utah, has received a $100,000 grant 
from the Catholic Campaign for Human Development for training and organizing 
among low-income people in Wyoming, Colorado, Utah and Montana. The grant will 
go to the Western Action Training Institute which is concerned with the impact of 
the region's rapid development. Crossroads executive director Richard Male says 
many small rural communities in the four-state region have experienced quadrupled 
growth, with higher costs for food, utilities and other necessities. Native 



Americans and Chicanos will be among the pr imary t argets fo r organizers, working 
on a state-by-state basis. 

Help Wanted. Wesleyan Nursing Home, Seward, Alaska, urgently needs two and 
preferably three nurses experienced in care of geriatric patients. Ap plicants 
can contact either the Office of Missionary Personnel, Room 1373, 475 Riverside 
Drive, N.Y., N.Y. 10027 or Mildred L. Pel ch, R. N., Admi ni strator of Wes l eyan, 
Box 456, Seward, Alaska 99664. The home has been operat i ng at over 100 pe rcent 
capacity, but a new addition should rel i eve crowded conditions. 

BOGM. In Its Spring meeting in Pittsburgh, the Board of Gl oba l Mini str i es of 
the UMC voted appropriations for 1979 of $38,258,787; proposed Wor l d Service 
askings for 1980-84 beginning at $20,500,000 the first year with a seven per cent 
annual increase for inflation each following year; and adopted resolutions on 
several subjects: urged pressure by President Carter , U.S. State Dept. and the UN 
on the Ugandan government to end practices violating the human r i ghts of i ts 
citizens and changing any U.S. policies that support or streng then the Uga ndan 
government's power to exercise undemoc ratic control; expressed suppor t fo r the 
Presbyterian Church of Taiwan and its general secretary C.M. Kao; opposed "l obby 
disclosure" legislation pending in Congress for its effect on relig ious l i berty; 
supported American Indians in their "confrontation" with non-India ns organiz ing 
to undermine or eliminate self-governing of Indian nations and resources of 
Indian corrununities. 

Youngstown . Both the National Division and the Women's Division of BOGM have 
voted to deposit not less that $100,000 each in Save Our Valley accou nts to aid 
the Youngstown corrmunity in its efforts to reopen the closed steel mi l l and 
restore the jobs of 5,000. The World Division finance comm i ttee wi ll consider a 
similar request in May. An ecumenical coalition has been spea r head ing the re
opening plan (see Moving Finger Writes, page 44) . 

Seminary Grant. The Health and Welfare Ministries Division of BOGM awa rded a 
grant of more than $700,000 to St. Paul School of Theology, Ka nsas Ci ty, Mo . , to 
set up a chair and center of health and welfare min i str i es, with part i cula r 
emphasis on the aging, at its Pittsburgh meeting. The money came f rom t he sale 
of a farm in Illinois which the late Ms . Oubri Poppele had left to the Di vi s ion 
to administer. The chair, which will cover a variety of activit i es in t he study 
of gerontology, will be named after the Poppele family . 

Personnel. A number of staff of the Board of Global Ministries have submitted 
resignations, to take place sometime between now and the next board meeting in 
October, Rene Ledesma, assistant general secretary of the Sect i on of Educa t ion, 
Education and Cultivation Division, will become coordinator of t he Met ropol itan 
Phoenix Commission of the UMC and assistant to the dist r i ct superin tendent . Juel 
Nordby, executive secretary for Africa, World Division , wi ll r etu rn t o hi s native 
Norway after 29 years with the Board . Cecil Pottieger, f i eld representa tive, 
Section of Parish Ministries, National Divi s ion, will become a past or in Roxborough, 
Pa . Derene Frazier, who recently resigned as coordina t or of field itineration, 



Education and Cultivation Division, has been succeeded by Beverly Judge, who has 
been an executive secretary in the Cultivation section of ECO. Margaret Swift, 
executive secretary of the Crusade Scholarship Corrvnittee, has announced her 
retirement effective Nov. 1. Newly elected to the Education and Cultivation 
division staff as a director of the current and deferred gifts program is 
Doris L. Gidney, Clyde, N.C. who has extensive business experience as well as 
long-time church participation. The vote was a reversal of an earlier ote, 
which had questioned whether the post should go to an ethnic. Another new staff 
member is Sheila D. Collins, a feminst, author and former staff member of the 
Joint Strategy and Action Corrvnittee (JSAC), an ecumenical agency; she has been 
named director of the Office of Voluntary Services in the National Division. 

Advice. The Rev. Manuel L. Scott, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Los 
Angeles, told 1 ,000 delegates to the Second World Conference of Baptist Men, in 
Indianapolis, that lay people can do three things to help their preachers. They 
can share their faith, they can pray for the preacher, and they can stay awake 
during the sermon. Scott punctuated his message by sweeping flourishes and dance 
steps. At the end he got a standing ovation. 

Deaths. The Rev. Sydney R. Anderson, 88, died Feb. 28 in Atlanta. Forty-nine 
years a missionary in China where, among other activities, he helped build Moore 
Memorial Church in Shanghai, he later served in Hong Kong and San Francisco. His 
wife, Olive, died in early January .... Karis S. Fadely, 42, a missionary in Liberia 
and the wife of Rev. Anthony B. Fadely, died in April following complications 
after surgery .... retired Bishop Aubrey Walton, 77, died April 11 in Little Rock 
Ark. He was for 12 years bishop of the Louisiana Area and pastor of First Church 
Little Rock, for 16 years before that. 

Bishops. The Council of Bishops of the UMC at its spring meeting in Oklahoma 
City March 28-31 corrvnended President Carter for his stand on human rights re
affirmed the 1976 General Conference support of ERA, expressed concern for the 
Christian minority in Turkey, opposed the Packwood-Moynihan tuition tax credit 
bill, and endorsed a proposed March 1979 meeting of bishops for four Methodist 
denominations. Bishop R. Marvin Stuart of San Francisco was installed as president· 
Bishop Ralph T. Alton of Indianapolis was elected president-designate· Bishop 
W. McFerrin Stowe of Dallas was named to deliver the episcopal address at the 1980 
General Conference. 

Organizational Style? An unknown typist at the BOGM spring meeting in Pittsburgh 
either made a typographical error or uncovered a profound truth about the in
stitutional church when typing up the report of the Board's Corrmit ee on Organ
izational Style. As the report appeared, it read that he heme of a fu ure 
meeting should be "Corrmittee to Christ--Called to Change. " For those of you who 
don't see the error, the word should be "corrvnitted. " 



EDITORIALSCIJ 
A Job Well Done 

The report of the Task Force to Study 
Homosexuality which w ill be presented to 
the upcoming General Assembly of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA 
meeting in May in San Diego has predict
ably touched off a storm . There is probably 
no subject currently before the churches 
which can provoke such strong emotions 
as this one can and does. Commissioners 
of the General Assembly, who by Presbyte
rian law cannot be instructed how to vote, 
may find it hard to remember that all of 
those people screaming at them are not 
telling them how to vote . 

Nor are we. But we do think that it is only 
fair to salute the members of the Task Force 
for an excellent report. 

Many of those members must have 
regarded their selection as a no-win 
situation which , aside from the honor, they 
accepted chiefly out of a sense of Christian 
duty. In the year-and-a-half they were at 
work they certainly demonstrated the 
Protestant work ethic-meeting together, 
holding hearings and listening sessions, 
preparing packets and requesting informa
tion . 

All of this could have been mere busy 
work, of course, unless the report itself was 
of superior quality. 

Fortunately for al I of us, it is a sol id 
document of which the Task Force and its 
parent denomination can be proud. For 
those of us who do not come from the 
Presbyterian tradition of thoroughness, it 
may even seem a bit too much of a good 
thing with its willingness to thresh through 
every issue and its series of lists of options 
and models. 

But that is precisely what is needed here. 
If there was ever a subject that needed 
demythologizing, homosexuality is it and 
the calm, rational but not abstract ap
proach of this report falls like cooling rain 
on a forest fire . 

Although very properly addressed to the 
specific Presbyterian situation and there
fore couched in Presbyterian terms, much 
of this work is applicable to the entire 
Christian community and will be an 
invaluable resource to all of us, regardless 
of what the decision at the General 
Assembly turns out to be. For, important as 
that vote is, the Presbyterians wi 11 not settle 
this matter and those people who wish that 
the subject will simply go away are 
deluding themselves. 

Two virtues of the Task Force report are 
particularly commendable. First, much of 
the report is that of the whole group and its 
clear intent is to reach consensus rather 
than disagreement whenever possible. 
Second, the report very properly realizes 
that they are dealing with persons. People 
join the Church, people are or are not 
ordained. 

We suppose that everyone who reads 
this document will come out on one side or 
the other. Personally, the writer of this 
editorial feels the majority report (which 
finds homosexuality per se no bar to 
ordination but leaves the decision on 
ordinations to the presbyteries where it has 
traditionally been) has the better of the 
argument and the better insight into the 
Christian faith . That, however, is not the 
point. The point is t:1at people should read 
the report and take it seriously. 

We are not optimistic enough to feel that 
this report will end controversy on this 
subject but it can , if used, make that 
controversy both better informed and more 
Christian in tone . 

The Rhodesia Settlement 
The " internal settlement" achieved by 

Rhodesian Prime Minister Ian Smith and 
three moderate African leaders, including 
United Methodist Bishop Abel Muzorewa, 
has received more brickbats than kudos . 
The president of the National Conference 
of Black Churchmen called the pact 
" sinister." The New York Times called it a 
" contrivance" that is " little more than a 
device for keeping real power" in the 
hands of the whites . The United Methodist 
Women's Division, at its annual meeting in 
Pittsburgh in April , said that without the 
participation of all the political forces, the 
settlement " may actually precipitate vio
lent confrontation among Zimbabweans 
struggling for independence." 

Bishop Muzorewa has acknowledged 
that the agreement with Smith " is less than 
perfect," which may qualify as the under
statement of the year. The four-man 
Executive Council will have overall au
thority in the provisional government and 
will operate " by consensus," meaning that 
Smith can block any significant change in 
wh ite power. The parliamentary arrange
ment means that the whites will be able to 
block any measures which threaten their 
economic privileges and position for at 
least ten years and would also have 

effective control of the army and civil 
service. In voting, Afr icans essentially wi l l 
choose among African or white candidates 
picked by Smith for a spec ified number of 
seats; it is hard to see how th is differs 
significantly from South Africa's idea of 
" separate development. " It rema ins to be 
seen what effect the new agreement wi 11 

have on such fixtures of Rhodesian life as 
the 1969 Land Tenure Act, wh ich gave fifty 
percent of the territory to four percent of 
the people, and the Law and Order 
Maintenance Act, under which many 
Africans were thrown in jail on the flimsiest 
of pretexts . 

Two African leaders, Robert Mugabe 
and Joshua Nkomo, have not participated 
in the negotiations and lead sizeable 
guerrilla forces dedicated to overturning 
the pact. A settlement wh ich included 
them would obviousl y be preferable to the 
"internal" deal we now have, but it is 
something else again to say that the 
settlement must include them at all costs. 
No one deserves such veto power. Realisti
cally, getting Mugabe and Nkomo, who 
hardly agree with each other, to agree with 
Smith is asking for a mi racle . To oppose the 
settlement solely because it is not inc lusive 
of all the politica l forces is also to apply a 
standard which has not been applied in 
other situations. Few people said indepen
dence for Angola had to be inclusive of al l 
the parties . 

The central figures in th is are sti ll Mr. 
Smith and the Rhodesian whites . What 
they do in the next few months w ill 
determine how much this new agreement 
w ill really involve a transfer of power and 
how much not. Many aspects of th is pact 
are distasteful , but if the majority of the 
Africans in Zimbabwe are so desirous of 
ending the civil war that they are wi lling to 
grant whites incred ible privi leges, it is 
difficult indeed to judge from the outside. 
The United States should continue to 
agree, as we now do, to the United Nations 
sanctions on Rhodesia, in order to keep the 
heat on Mr. Smith at least through Decem
ber, when the new constitution w il l take 
effect. Forthe moment it is best for the U. S. 
to do as it did in the recent vote in the UN 
Security Council on a resolution to con
demn the settlement: Abstain . 

In the meantime we ll wishers of the 
people of Zimbabwe may be we ll advised 
to suspend judgment until the agreement 
has had a chance to prove its worth, if an . 



CHllSTll 11111 ·1 
The Church in Africa is playing a vital 
role in the history being written daily of 
that continent's new nations and of 
those which are struggling to be born. 
And that role is a much more up-front 
and visible one than is traditionally 
played by the Church in Western 
nations. 

One example of how contemporary 
Christians are seeking to make and 
multiply their witness is through the use 
of media . The Church in Africa affords a 
significant example of how that witness 
can be made in developing nations. 

As early as 1649, just four years after 
the first Christian missionaries set foot in 
what is now Zaire, efforts began to 
obtain a printing press for use by the 
church . A few years later a hand
operated press produced print in an 
African language. 

Today, the Church in Africa contin
ues that pioneering spirit in developing 
patterns of media use. Though small by 
Western standards and chronically 
hard-pressed because of insufficient 
funds, the church's press and other 
communications resources exert an 
influence in Africa's developing nations 
that is far greater than might be 
expected . 

Examples of that influence may be 
seen by looking at church communica
tion projects in three East and Central 
Africa nations. 

In Kenya and Tanzania: 
1 A Voice For The Church-And 

For The People' 
" The secular community takes us 

very seriously. They see Target!Lengoas 
the voice of the Church as a who le in 
this part of Africa. As for the govern
ment-they read us with a magnifying 
glass! " 

Seth Kitange of Nairobi, Kenya, had 
good reason for that recent comment. 
Just hours before, the 39-year-old editor 
of Target!Lengo, the cooperative Chris
tian newspapers serving Kenya and 
Tanzan ia, had been notified by state 
officials that the publications would be 
banned unless they ceased printing 
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news stories of government detention of 
political dissidents. 

The ban threat, one of three experi
enced by T/L since 1969, reflects a 
notable fact about the 14-year-old 
publications: the papers exert a signifi
cant influence in the li fe of the two East 
Africa nations as well as within the 
churches . 

Another incident reflects the impact 
of T/L. When Anglican Archbishop 
Janani Luwum of Uganda was killed in 
April, 1977, Kenya's major daiiy news
papers, Kitange reports, were slow to 
print the full story. " It wasn ' t until T/L 
came out with the complete account of 
ldi Amin's involvement that the dailies 
dared to follow suit. " 

Asked about the significance of T/L's 
stance in such incidents, Kitange said, 
"I learned a remarkable thing . I dis
covered, with fear and trembling, that 
Target!Lengo stands for freedom of the 
press in this country." 

Target!Lengo is printed in English 
(Target) and in Swahili (Lengo). It is 
published every two weeks and has a 
circulation of approximately 18,000. 
Unlike church newspapers in the U .S., 
T/L is sold at public newsstands and is 
trucked to a few major population 
centers in the two nations. 

The paper's influence is also strongly 
felt in Tanzania . Published in Nairobi , 
issues are shipped to Tanzania 's cap ital 
city, Dar es Salaam, where Mrs. Nancy 
Mwendamseke is T/ L' s Tanzania 
branch manager. She reports that when 
the Kenya-Tanzania border was closed 
during a dispute in early 1977 and 
deliveries of the paper were interrupted, 
the publication was "sorely missed. " 
"We had government officials and 
ordinary citizens coming by our office 
asking why the papers were not on the 
newsstands. " 

Target!Lengowas begun in 1963 as a 
cooperative venture of the Christian 
Councils of Kenya and Tanzania and 
Presbyterian , Anglican , Moravian , 
Evangelical , and Methodist churches . 
In recent years T/L's major support has 
been channel led through the World 

Association of Christian Communica
tion. The United Methodist Church is an 
active participant in that organization . 

However, recent financial and ad
ministrative problems, combined with 
worsened political differences between 
Kenya and Tanzania, have forced a split 
in the publ ishing venture. Targetwill be 
published by the National Christian 
Council of Kenya , while Lengo will be 
published by the Christian Council of 
Tanzania . After the closure of the 
Tanzania-Kenya border the circulation 
of Lengo declined from 30,000 to 
10,000. 

In Zambia: 'MMZ' ... 
Another example of the church's role 

in media development and use is 
Multimedia Zambia . Founded by the 
Zambian Episcopal Conference, which 
coordinates Roman Catholic work, and 
the Christian Council of Zambia, the 
coordinating agency for the Protestant 
churches, MMZ conducts extensive 
communications ministries. These in
clude radio, TV, print and audiovisual 
media projects . 

MMZ's act ivities include preparation 
of over 2,000 radio programs annually, 
a weekly TV production , publication of 
a monthly newspaper (Mirror), and the 
printing of books and pamphlets . 

Like Target!Lengo, Mirror has made a 
significant impact on the nation . It has a 
bold editorial stance, is widely read in 
the secular community, and has cham
pioned unpopular social reform efforts . 
It is viewed as a voice for the Church on 
behalf of human concern. 

Some aspects of Multimedia Zam
bia's recent history, however, reflect a 
problem still experienced in post-colo
nial nations. Until recently MMZ was 
staffed almost totally by expatriate 
white missionaries. When those mis
sionaries left in 1975, without having 
provided adequate training for Zambian 
counterparts, the resulting void in 
leadership created a major crisis for the 
organization . 

MMZ's Executive Director Gabriel 
Chifwambwa reported that because of 



FllCI: 
subsequent deterioration of programs, 
WACC suspended its support. He said, 
however, that because of corrective 
measures by MMZ's 24-member staff, 
and the upgrading of agency projects, 
WACC was prepared to resume its 
partici pa ti on . 

. . . And 'ALC' 
Perhaps the single most significant 

institution in the Church's communica
tion and media ministry in Afr ica-at 
least in regard to training in print 
media-is the Africa Literature Center at 
Kitwe, Zambia . 

Located on the campus of Mindolo 
Ecumenical Foundation, long a princi
pal center for training Christian leader
ship throughout the continent, ALC 
offers short-term (two months) and 
long-term (one year) courses in basic 
and advanced journalism skills . In 
addition it hosts numerous workshops, 
seminars and continuing education 
programs for writers and communica
tions workers who come to the Kitwe 
Center from throughout Africa . 

ALC's director, Ezekiel Makunike, is 
a former editor of Umbowo, the news
paper of the United Methodist Church 
in Rhodesia . A bold and crusading 
editor, he is still widely considered the 
pioneer Christian journalist in Africa. 
He currently serves as chairman of the 
Africa Region of WACC. 

The ALC was organized in 1958 at a 
meeting of the All Africa Council of 
Churches. Its initial mission was to 
provide training of writers and teachers 
for Africa's newly independent nations. 
In its 20 years the ALC has added almost 
1,000 new editors and writers to the 
pool of trained journalists available to 
the Church in Africa . 

Nation Building 
Within a period of seven years-from 

1956 to 1962-almost two-thirds of the 
people of Africa experienced liberation 
from colonial rule. 

The impact of that happening, surely 
one of the most significant political and 
social revolutions in modern history, 

PATTERNS FOR 
DEVELOPING NATIONS 

JOHN S. WORKMAN 

At the Africa Literature Center in Zambia, more than 1,000 new journalists have been 
trained (above, left). Charles T. Hein (above, right) is general secretary of Afrolit. The 
Women's Training Center (below) is also located at Mindolo. 
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Father Michael Taber 
teaches a class at the ALC. 

"It is the 
context of 

nation building 
within which the 
Church and the 
media in Africa 

make their 
witness." 

remains a key element in much that is 
currently being experienced within that 
troubled and yet excitingly hopefu I 
continent. For most people, there can 
be only one agenda for a people who 
have been free from colonialism for just 
one generation : nation building. 

Nation building not only dominates 
the attention of Africa's relatively new 
governments; it fashions the political , 
social and cultural environment in 
which most contemporary Africans 
live. And it is the context within which 
the Church and the media in Africa 
make their witness and seek to fulfill 
their mission . 

In ways sometimes difficult for West
ern Christians (and particularly journal
ists) to appreciate or fully comprehend, 
the Church in developing nations fre
quently sees itself, and is seen by much 
of the secular community, as being 
partners with the nation in creating a 
new being. 

Such an uncritical union may raise 
questions in the minds of Westerners . 
But based on visits with Church leaders 
and journalists, this writer found that 
while those leaders are certainly sensi
tive to what state religions have meant 
historically, they seem to consider such 
issues, for the time being anyway, as 
secondary. The real agenda is their 
people's struggle for national survival. 

And besides, many Africans would 
tell us, "civ il religion" and "i nvestiga
tive reporting" are Western concepts . 
The vocabulary and the experience in 
Africa is different. Threats that the 
Church and its media may find their 

prophetic role jeopardized by partner
ship with the nation are not insignifi
cant; they just aren't the issue at the 
moment. Many Westerners are not 
convinced . The issue is unresolved . 

WACC-Afrolit-AACC 
A major factor in each of the commu

nication and media projects named in 
this article is the work of the World 
Association of Christian Communica
tion . This London-based agency is an 
association of nearly 200 corporate and 
500 individual members from more 
than 50 countries. The world-wide 
fellowship was formed to aid church
related communication projects in de
veloping nations. 

WACC conducts its work through 
three units: Print Media Development, 
Electronic Media Development, and 
Group Media (forms of communication 
such as filmstrips, cassette tapes, 
music, drama, folklore, etc., for use in 
small groups). The organization func
tions through six regional associations: 
Africa , Asia-Pacific , Europe, Latin 
America-Caribbean , Middle East and 
North America. 

WACC's 1978 budget of $2 .6 mil lion 
will help fund 24 electronic media 
projects and 54 print media projects 
during the year. The WACC office 
reports that si nce 1970, United Meth
odist designated funds for WACC's 
Africa Region alone totaled $195 ,000 . 
Those funds assisted a dozen projects in 
about ten African nations. 

Among United Methodist-assisted 
projects sponsored in 1977 by the 



Africa Region of WACC was a Women 
in Media conference held at the Africa 
Literature Center. One of the 33 partici 
pants in the sessions was Mrs . Nancy 
Mwandamseke, Target/Lengo 's Tanza
nia Branch manager. Following the ALC 
conference Mrs. Mwandamseke con
ducted two Women in Media work
shops in the Dar es Salaam area in 
cooperation with the Christian Council 
of Tanzania . 

Not treated here, but worthy of a 
full-scale report, is the work of the 
Communications Training center of the 
All Africa Conference of Churches. 
Founded in 1962, this modern facility in 
Nairobi majors as a training center in 
radio and TV production, though its 
services in other media development 
and use are significant. 

The Center serves AACC's 144 mem
ber churches and associated councils in 
33 of Africa's approximately 40 nations. 
Many of its projects are conducted in 
cooperation with WACC. 

Another major church-related com
munication agency which serves litera
cy workers throughout Africa is the 
Afrolit Society, based in Nairobi . 
Founded in 1968 under the inspiration 
of pioneer literacy worker Dr. Frank 
Laubach, Afrolit's target is the 143 
million adult illiterates in Black Africa, 
of whom 7 5 percent are women over 1 5 
years of age. 

General Secretary Dr. Charles T. 
Hein describes Afrolit 's function as 
two-fold: to improve the efficiency of all 
literacy workers in Africa-whether 
church , government or other; and to 
produce literature designed to comple
ment the nation's development pro
grams. 

Hein says that the Church, as the 
most literate sector of African society, 
has a responsibility and unique oppor
tunity in literacy work. Although the 
Church was the pioneer in such work in 
Africa, Hein sees the trend today as 
letting the government assume the 
responsi bi I ity. 

" I personally doubt that government 
can do the job," Hein says . " It's not just 
a matter of ski II. One must have the 
motivation to stay with a student. This 
requires the kind of self-sacrifice that 
Christians, by tradition , are uniquely 
equ ipped to give."• 

John S. Workman is editor of the 
Arkansas Methodist. Last fall he spent 
six w eeks visiting ecumenical projects 
in five nations in East, Central and West 
Africa. 

Gabriel Chifwambwa (upper left) is executive director of Multimedia Zambia. Seth 
Kitange (lower left) is editor of Target/Lengo while Nancy Mwendamseke (upper 
right) is Tanzania branch manager. Augustine Phiri (lower right) is student warden 
and research assistant at the Africa Literature Center. 

"The Church in Afri ca tod ay 

continues 

developing 

the pioneering spirit in 

patterns of med ia use." 
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JOE: W. WALllE:R 

How do you teach cookie-making to 
the wife of a chief in an upland vi i I age in 
the New Hebrides? 

Even more important, should you 
teach her to make cookies? 

Making cookies may be a common 
everyday event to someone in the 
United States, but it may require a 
whole new life style somewhere else. 
Upland villages in the New Hebrides, a 
part of the South Pacific islands, do not 
have such things as ovens and flour and 
sugar and cookie pans. To get those 
things they would have to move from a 
self-sufficient, independent v i I I age to 
one that depends on imported goods, a 
money economy, and the capricious
ness of the import market and those who 
exploit it. 

This whole problem became just 
another part of the busy I ife of two 
United Methodist missionaries a few 
months ago. Mike and Judy Heath live 
on the island ofTanna, part of the New 
Hebrides group. There on thi s spot of 
land 30 miles wide they work to 

improve the life of the 17,000 people 
without destroying the many values to 
be found in that life as it now is . 

Mike and Judy are from the north
west, from Idaho and Oregon . Mike is a 
farmer and a ski I led agriculturalist. One 
of his projects is a vegetable garden. 
Tanna is known for its good soil and 
high productivity of vegetables . Mike is 
attempting to make them even better. If 
he used all of his knowledge his garden 
would be even better than it is, but he 
isn't trying to win any prizes. What he 
wants is to improve the product without 
making the islanders dependent on 
outside resources . His garden does not 
use imported insecticides or fertilizers. 
He has never considered installing an 
irrigation system. All of these are 
beyond the reach of the vi I I ages . If they 
did begin to use them the island would 
be even more dependent on imports 
and would continue to lose its valuable 
independent way of life . So Mike works 
with different strains of seeds, different 
methods of planting, hilling, caring for 



his garden in ways that can be done by 
the people in the villages. 

It was this concern for the total life of 
the people of Tanna that convinced 
Mike and Judy that they should teach a 
chief's wife to make cookies. The 
villages ofTanna are divided by religion 
and by geography. The coastal villages 
differ in their life from the upland 
villages located in the central high 
plateau of Tanna. The villages also are 
divided between those that are Chris
tian, those that follow the indigenous 
John Fromme sect and those that 
practice the old customs. 

The particular village involved with 
the cookies was an upland " custom" 
village. The chief was very influential , 
not only in his own village, but over a 
wide area of the island . Within a few 
months there would be an important 
vote in the New Hebrides. The final 
decision would play an important part 
in whether this island nation of 90,000 
people would continue under colonial 
rule or would move toward indepen
dence. What the chief decided could 
make a difference in how Tanna voted 
and Tanna could spell the difference for 
all the New Hebrides . So Mike and Judy 
got in their old truck and drove over 
horrible roads to the upland village, 
ostensibly to teach cookie-making, but 
more important, to have a chance to 
talk to the chief about the coming 
election. Riding gamely in the back of 
the bouncing truck were two guests of 
the Heaths, Mrs. Dorenne Upping
house, a Director of the Board of Global 
Ministries from Portland, Oregon, and 
this writer. The Heath's two daughters, 
Joan and Melanie, completed the crew. 

The road was rutted and narrow and 
the jeep growled its way mostly in 
four-wheel drive and in low gear. At 
one point a young man was picked up 
who was the son-in-law of the chief. 
Mike carried on a conversation with 
him as he drove using Bislama, a form of 
pidgin English . 

The cookie making was a slow, 
leisurely and not too successful experi
ence. Al I of the vi I I age amenities were 
followed including a tour of the two 
gardens; one garden was a " civilized" 
garden freshly rototilled with plants 
growing in straight lines. The other 
garden was " bush, /1 slash and burn with 
root plants, tapioca, sweet potato, and 
other traditional plants thrust randomly 
into the ground among the trees and 
unburned vegetation . 

Judy had brought with her a portable 
tin oven that was placed over the 
cooking fire in the thatched cooking 

A village chief and his wife 
(above). Judy Heath (left) 
making cookies. 
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hut. She then spread out her ingredients 
on the lawn before the hut and began to 
mix the dough . Every move was fol
lowed intentl y by the group of women, 
children, and the chief. Into the oven 
went the cookie pan and out came pure 
disaster, burned to a crisp! The small 
cooking fire worked all too well sending 
the temperature in the oven up to 500 
degrees. Finally the third try resulted in 
six unburned cookies that were shared 
among the spectators strictly on the 
basis of rank. Judy and Mike were not all 
that unhappy that the cookie making 
was not too successful. Cookies require 
imports and that is not what Tanna 
needs. 

However, the trip was judged a 
success. Mike did have an opportunity 
to talk with the chief about the upcom
ing election urging him to register and 
vote . He was able to discuss the success 
and failure of certain plants being 
grown in the two gardens. Most of all 
Judy and Mike and their two daughters 
were able to have fellowship with a 
group of persons whose history with the 
church has not always been that posi
tive . The Christian witness was subtle 
but real . 

The people of Tanna in the ew 
Hebrides are not starving. As compared 
to other places they have it pretty good. 
But what is happening is that they are 
slowly losing their culture and their 
independence. More and more the 
appearance of the small island trader's 
boat becomes the economic focus of 
the island. Mike and Judy are working to 
change that. On the Lenakel Plantation 
they brought in 30 varieties of rice from 
the Philippines to see which ones are 
best suited for the soil and climate of 
Tanna . At present all rice is imported 
from Australia and this has become a 
popular part of the islander's diet. The 
new seed isn ' t working out all that well. 
For a time it grew well , but in the end it 
got too cold and dry and no seeds 
formed in the heads. Undaunted, Mike 
and his farmers want to try again . 

There is no obvious oppression in the 
New Hebrides. But the joint colonial 
government of France and Great Britain 
is divisive as both governments seek to 
win the people to themselves . The 
Heaths commented , " It is impossible to 
ignore the political happenings, as they 
permeate every aspect of I ife here." 
One old man with whom they work told 
them, " They (the French and British) are 
playing politics with our gardens." The 
election in 1977 about which Mike was 
concerned proved this point as the 
colonial powers arbitrarily seated only 

those Melanesians who were support
ive of the colonial system . The Vanuaku 
party which advocated independence 
was totally ignored . 

Mike and Judy Heath live in a house 
set on a high hi II. Down the road and 
directly below is a huge banyan tree 
covering almost an acre of ground. 
South of them is a church . From below 
come the shouts of children playing on 
the soccer field beside the school . Over 
to one side can be seen Mike's experi
mental vegetable garden and beyond 
that the blue Pacific. All looks and 
sounds pastoral and serene. Judy and 
Mike know better. They are aware of the 
struggle it takes for the people of Tanna 
to live life fully. 

These two missionaries of the United 
Methodist Church are doing much more 
than baking cookies or testing varieties 
of rice. They are a Christian presence in 
a place where Christ must be presented 
in his entirety to people or not at all . He 
must come to them not only in worship, 
but in how they are able to maintain 
their dignity and way of life, how they 
can grow their own food and not need to 
import, how they can achieve their own 
political independence and Ii beration. 
No part of the whole can be ignored in a 
true Christian ministry on Tanna of the 
New Hebrides. 

Mike and Judy Heath would not 
claim to be the perfect missionaries . o 
one claims it for them . But in many 



Mike Heath (opposite page) grinds roots for food. This church (above) is near the Heath's 
home. An upland village market (below). 

ways they serve as an example of how 
Christians are working all over the 
world, both those w ho are American 
missionaries and the vastly larger group 
who could be categorized as persons in 
mission . They are willing to work both 
in and beyond their own denomination . 
They bring a professional expertise to a 
place where there is need, but they 
include with this a concern for all 
aspects of the lives of the people w ith 
w hom they work, social, economic, 
political , ecclesiastical. 

The first two batches of cookies were 
a disaster. The third would win no 
prizes . But the visit of Mike and Judy 
Heath to an upland v illage on a small 
is land in the New Hebrides, a country 
most of us have never heard about, that 
visit was a success. To at least one 
observer there was a feeling that Christ 
had been present, that bonds of trust 
and love had been strengthened, and 
that there was a stronger possibi I ity that 
life would be better within that place.• 

Joe W Walker is assistant general 
secretary, Section of Cultivation, Edu
cation and Cultivation Division of the 
UM Board of Global Ministries, and 
director of the Advance. 
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PRflYING 
THROUGH INDlfl 

Jim Cotter went to India last summer 
with nine other Wisconsin young peo
ple as part of a "Mission-Study Semi
nar" sponsored by the Wisconsin Con
ference of the United Methodist 
Church. It was a three-week tour in the 
north central part of India, designed as 
a look at the church in a developing 
nation. 

The tour was led by Satish Cyan, a 
Methodist minister from India, and 
"Missionary to Wisconsin " for a year 
just prior to the trip. 
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JAMES COTTER 

In Delhi , on one of the few c lear
skied morn ings in August, we set out to 
visit a school . Ten young Americans, a 
Methodist mini ster from India, and Mrs. 
Joy Rugh, an American mi ss ionary, got 
into a land-rover (a covered pi ckup w ith 
seats). We jostled and squeezed into 
place, ready to go. 

M rs. Ru gh, our leader and driver at 
that point, turned around and said , 
" Let's have a word of prayer." Silence 
quickly spread from the front of the 
vehicle to the back, and the prayer was 
said. 

Then we all got out and pushed the 
land-rover to start its ail ing engine. 

That prayer, in that time and place, 
seemed parti cularly appropriate . I had a 
feel ing of surpri sed delight when it 
happened . I had not been expecting 
prayer in a land-rover. 

Prayer took on new meanings for me 
in Ind ia. Thi s was partl y because we 
prayed often and at unexpected times. 
Prayer was made specia l to me by 
spec ial times, special places, and spe
cial people. 

I had many experiences of prayer on 
my trip . In Bombay, our first stop, I 
found an example of the ecumenical 
nature of prayer. 

Vital Faith in Bombay 
Here we met the workers of Bombay 

Urban Industrial League for Develop
ment (BUILD). BUILD is an organiza
tion that serves Bombay's poor. It has 
educational , medical , nutrition and 
housi ng programs that it brings to the 
slums of Bombay. It is sponsored by 
Christian groups, including the Roman 
Catholi c Church, the Church of North 
India, the Method ist Church in South
ern Asia, and the Mar Thoma Church . 

BUILD workers pray together . They 
hold informal med itation sess ion s 
w here workers can talk about the joys 
and di ff iculties of their work, ga in 
strength together for the work to come, 
and simply be together in community in 
silence. 

Dr . George Ni nan, General Secretary 
of BUILD, spoke to our group as we 
visited BUILD's main office. " We have 



a common comm itment to the poor," 
he said , " and are tryi ng to find a 
spiritual power to sustain us, but not a 
conventional spiritual power." 

One reason they must stri ve fo r an 
unconventional spir itual power is that, 
along wi th Chri stians from several 
denominations, there are two Hindus 
working for BUILD. Neela Rawal and 

eeta Bhatt are two young high-caste 
Hindu women . They part icipate in the 
meditation sess ions and are very much 
a part of BUILD. 

The two of them took us to the ir 
housing project in a slum a stone's 
throw from the Arabi an Sea. Here, 
small ethn ic enclaves live in thatched 
huts. These two young women are in 
charge of a project that helps the 
residents build better housing. Much 
housing has already' been bu i lt here, 
usi ng a design drawn up by Mi ss Bhatt, 
an architect. 

From Bombay we went to Calcutta. 
On a very hot and muggy day, we 
visited two of the work centers of 
Mother Teresa's Missi onaries of Chari
ty. 

A Way of Life in Calcutta 
Prayer is a way of life to the 

Missionaries of Charity. Mother Teresa 
began the work of the order 30 years 
ago to " serve the poorest of the poor. " 
The order is sti 11 doing just that, and has 
grown into a very large institution over 
those years. There are both brothers and 
sisters in the order, but we saw onl y the 
sisters . They showed a very great 
dedication to their work and to Chr ist. 

This dedication was obvious on 
entering through the narrow doorway to 
the courtyard at Shi shu Bhavan, the 
children 's hospital . We saw the sisters 
going about their work. Some were 
scooping grain out of barrels to give to 
poor people . Others were preparing 
medication for distribution, shaded by a 
red ti le roof that extended out into the 
courtyard . 

Inside and up a steep set of cement 
steps was the children 's hospital itse lf. 
Here in neat whitewashed rooms w ith 
rows of cr ibs and baby beds, the sisters 
cared for many young children who had 
once been orphaned or abandoned . 

In another upstairs room, we saw the 
sisters kneeling in prayer in a silence 
that was almost palpable . Our group 
tiptoed past the almost bare room in 
which they were praying, for we had 
caught the spel I of their si lence, and 
didn' t want to disturb their devotions. 

The sisters had a quiet discipl ine. 
They went about their tasks in an 

unhurried and efficient manner. They 
wa lked w ith a cal m assurance acquired 
through fa ith. They seemed to ta lk 
rarely, speaking instead through their 
acti on and love. 

The sisters' uniform saris of simple 
whi te cotton and the hierarchy (Mother, 
Sister, Novice) that would have been 
ca lled " rank" in other organizations 
added to my impression of discipline. 

On this visi t I saw that work, disci
pline and prayer are part of the sisters' 
lives . But w ith that brief and superficial 
look I d idn 't fi nd out how very impor
tant prayer is to them . That came later. 

I came away from ou r visi t to Mother 
Teresa's Missionaries of Charity feeling 
that somehow this discipli ne and regi
mentation made the faith of each 
individual more mass-produced and 
less personal. But I was wrong. And I 
had missed much of the beauty of their 
work. 

After my return home, I read two 
books about Mother Teresa and her 
work. The books showed me what I had 
missed-the simple faith and great 
devotion of the sisters, and the way they 
give themselves entirel y to the servi ce 
of God and his people . 

Prayer gives the sisters the strength 
and discip line they need to do their 
work each day, and that prayer rem inds 
them of their mission and cal ling. To the 
sisters prayer is a very personal experi
ence, and each sister, through prayer, 
has a unique relationshi p with God. Far 
from being mass-produced, their faith is 
individual and personal. Their daily 
prayers help them order thei r lives to do 
the will of God. 

Mother Teresa says about prayer: 
"You should spend at least half an 

hour in the morn ing and an hour at night 
in prayer. You can pray while you work . 
Work doesn 't stop prayer and prayer 

"Prayer was made special to me by special times, special places and special people." 
These included meditation at an ashram in Sihora (opposite page) and music in Allahabad . 
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Methodist minister Satish Cyan 
playing the drums. 

''Prayer doesn't 
stop work 
and work 

doesn't stop 
prayer.'' 
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doesn't stop work. It requires only that 
small raising of the mind to him . ' I love 
you, God, I trust you, I believe in you, I 
need you now.' Small things like that. 
They are wonderfu I prayers. " 

I had missed a lot of meaning in my 
brief visit to the Missionaries of Charity. 
I needed to feel a I ittle of their I ives, and 
learn more about them before I could 
begin to understand . 

Ragas in Allahabad 
In Allahabad , Uttar Pradesh, we 

heard music become a prayer . It was 
evening and we had finished a long day 
of sight seeing. We had walked about a 
block from our taxis through the ra in 
and up a narrow flight of stairs to the 
home of Mr. J. M . Gyan , a music 
teacher and the uncle of Satish Gyan, 
our leader. 

Mr. Gyan 's family served us a good 
meal that included rice, curried leg
umes, puris (a fried Indian flat bread), 
and cucumbers . As I ate, I looked 
around and saw that the room we were 
seated in was the main room of the 
apartment. 

It was a long room, serving as both 
the livingroom and the bedroom . There 
were beds even in our end of the room. 
On the wall facing me there was a 
plaque which read : 

CHRIST is the HEAD 
of this house 

THE UNSEEN GUEST 
at every meal 

THE SILENT LISTENER 
to every conversation 

After the meal , Satish and his uncle 
played a rain raga for us. Satish played 
the tablas (small pair of drums) and Mr. 
Gyan played the violin. 

Satish , normally a flurry of activity, 
became relaxed and absorbed in the 
spell of the music . His short brown 
figure was seated with the drums in front 
of him, and his hands lovingly caressed 
their surface in a regular pattern. Every 
line on his face disappeared as he 
played . 

Satish's uncle, a thin , loving man 
with a smile for everyone, became very 
serious as he played the violin . He held 
his violin in a manner that somewhat 
resembled that of an old-fashioned 
country fiddler, but in a delicate and 
sensitive way. He sat on the edge of one 
of the beds, and his figure swayed 
slightly with the music and the bow of 
the violin . 

The rain raga that they played cap
tured the feeling of the rain beating 
gently down upon the rooftops . The 
drums provided the steady patter of 

droplets, and the violin played the part 
of the breeze, recalling a drowsy mood 
of swelling and fading that is experi
enced in a rainstorm. 

I could imagine this raga being used 
in the dry season by villagers as a prayer 
for rain , or to give thanks for the rain 
during the rainy season. When the 
music stopped, there was a calm that 
seemed to pervade the room Ii ke the 
quiet after a storm . I was left feeling that 
I had just been part of a prayer that had 
gone on for centuries . 

Meditation in Sihora 
Just four days later, we visited the 

Christa Panthi Ashram in Sihora, Madya 
Pradesh , at the geographical center of 
India. Here I had a personal experience 
of prayer. 

We came to this missionary commu
nity of the Mar Thoma Church (a 
Christian Church indigenous to the 
South of India) by bus, over narrow 
asphalt roads. The bus cou Id not stray 
very far off the main route, for the rainy 
season had turned most of the roads into 
muddy strips of reddish brown clay, 
cutting through the lush green fields in 
this very poor area. 

The people in this rural area live in 
villages, and agriculture is their main 
employment. We were told that the 
caste system is much more deeply 
imbedded here than in the cities . Here 
Brahmins wore sacred threads, and 
castes used different wells. 

The 40 Ashram residents work with 
the vi I lagers to bring them health care, 
education, and a reading room . They 
have almost completed a hospital to 
serve the surrounding area . 

The people of the Ashram set aside 
time for both work and prayer in their 
daily schedule. The " daily routine, " 
posted in the entrance of their main 
building, includes three hours of wor
ship, meditation and prayer, and five 
and a quarter hours set aside specifical
ly for work. The " daily routine" isn 't 
always strictly adhered to, because 
God 's work isn' t so limited or regular as 
to need to be done only at certain times 
of the day. But the schedule does show 
the importance of prayer and work in 
the lives of the Ashram residents . 

I attended a vespers service here on 
Saturday night. Most of the service was 
silent prayer. We sat on thin rugs 
covering the floor of the Ashram's small 
chapel , facing candles burning on the 
floor in the center of the room. 

When I walked in and sat down, 
many people were already seated and 
praying silently . The silence at first was 



oppressive to me. I became very aware 
of the noises outside, and found it 
difficult to concentrate on prayer. But 
then , slowly, I began to free myself to 
pray earnestly. I let my concerns, 
hopes, and thoughts of the recent weeks 
all bubble through my mind. And I 
found that there was order in those 
thoughts. My thoughts were prayer : I 
was coming to grips with my feelings, 
looking at the past in a new light, and 
strengthening my commitment for the 
future . 

I have experienced such deep and 
long silence only a couple of times 
before, once at a Quaker meeting. But 
the earnestness of this silence surpassed 
that of any other silence I've experi
enced. I felt the prayers of others around 
me. They seemed to say, " Lord , help 
me through another day. Help me to do 
your will. " 

Here at the ashram, meditation is 
equated w ith prayer. It made me realize 
that prayer is simply meditation direct
ed by faith. 

Experience like this made prayer 
more personal and practical to me: 
prayer became more personal because I 
saw how it applied to my life; it became 
practical because I saw it being used as 
a part of every day. 

Thoughts on Prayer in Delhi 
At the dinner table in the Methodist 

Guest House in Delhi , our last stop in 
India, my thoughts about prayer were 
affected by something that was said 
about miracles. 

It was said by Joy Rugh , who with her 
husband Don has been a missionary to 
India for about 30 years. 

Mrs. Rugh said simply that we expect 
too much of miracles. It set me thinking. 

I believe that miracles don 't have to 
be spectacular, like turning water into 
wine. Miracles happen all around us 
each day. Life is the greatest mira
cle-the miracle of creation and re
creation, of birth and growth . And each 
little action done for love is a miracle. 

Prayer is like that. We often expect 
too much of miracles, and don 't see the 
miracles around us. We often expect 
too much of prayer. We sometimes 
expect to change the will of God . We 
must use prayer to help us change 
within, and not expect to change God 's 
will. 

From Delhi , we flew home, but the 
many people we met in India are still 
with me in my mind . Saying goodbye to 
the Christians we met in India was 
difficult. And there was one goodbye I 
remember above all the others. 

Ravi Dubey is a kind, prayerful 
person. During the short time I was with 
her, her small, thin sari-wrapped frame 
seemed constantly moving , doing 
things for others . Ravi might be called 
middle-aged , but that would account 
neither for her youthful movement nor 
her wisdom . 

Three of us had visited her at the 
Friendship Centre in Bombay, which 
she directs. She greeted us warmly, and 
showed us around the building, point
ing out the day-care classes for children 
and her own quarters, and telling us 
about the other projects that are run 
through the Centre. When we were 
brought into the day-care room, the 30 
or so children sang a song for us. Her 
eyes shone as we listened . 

As we left the Centre that day, she 
hugged us and squeezed our hands. But 
she didn' t say goodbye. 

She said simply, " I' ll pray for you." • 

''We often 
expect 
too much 
of prayer. '' 

Joy Rugh with fellow 
missionaries Robert and Martha 
Marble (below, left). One of 
the Sisters of Charity in 
Calcutta (right, below). 
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EJ ne of the biggest stumbling blocks 
to the giving of effective aid by 
rich to poor countries is the 

difficulty of appreciating the aspirations 
of the people who are seeking assis
tance . Governments and voluntary aid 
agencies of Western countries often find 
it very hard to get " into the skin " of 
another culture . As a result a great deal 
of aid in the past has failed to help 
recipients as much as it ought to have 
done. 

Some of the difficulty comes from a 
lack of genuine communication be
tween donor and recipient and from a 
lack of understanding of what develop
ment is all about. To try to overcome 
these problems , the internationally 
known Selly Oak Colleges of Birming
ham, England , three years ago started a 
new type of course-a Development 
Studies Course for Aid Administrators . 

Since 1903 Selly Oak has served as 
an international Christian campus 
which trains men and women for social 
service and Christian witness in many 
parts of the world . The introduction of a 
Development Studies Course in 1974 
was a logical extension of its activities. 

The course attracts the headquarters 
staff of voluntary aid agencies and 
experienced development field workers 
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from many parts of the world . Since 
1974 administrators, turned students, 
have come from over 30 countries and 
every continent to take part in lectures, 
seminars and case studies. 

For 11 weeks participants take a 
thorough look at development issues, 
considering economic, politicai and 
social factors , international trade , 
growth economics and the manage
ment of voluntary aid programs. 

Tutor to the Development Studies 
Course is a Methodist lay preacher, 
Lawrence Taylor, who serves on Brit
ain 's Ministry of Overseas Develop
ment Advisory Committee on Develop
ment Education . Lawrence worked in 
Zambia for 14 years and witnessed the 
change-over from colony to indepen
dent state-seeing at first hand the 
development problems of an emerging 
country. 

I was a guest lecturer on i nternationa I 
trade at the course which finished last 
summer. What particularly impressed 
me was the way that the members, with 
enormously varied backgrounds , 
learned and gained from each other . 
The wide and varied backgrounds of 
th is year's 10 participants was quite 
breathtaking. There was a director of an 
American relief agency, based in Brazil ; 

a British Methodist sociologist with 
experience in rural India; the minister of 
a Lesotho Evangelical church ; the 
secretary of the Malawi Christian 
Council; two Indians, one a community 
health nurse, the other a development 
officer in the Church of South India; a 
British accountant working on a devel
opment project in Argentina; a Nigerian 
working on a job creation program; a 
minister of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada responsible for its overseas aid 
operations and the secretary of an 
Egyptian Christian body. 

Course members are sponsored ei
ther by an agency or missionary society 
in their own country or, .in the case of 
someone from the third world , by a 
foreign aid agency. An Indian partici
pant in one of the 1976 courses, Mr. 
Shurid Mozumdar, Vice-President of 
the Bengal Christian Council , was 
sponsored by the Methodist Church. 

Most of the participants are Christians 
but not al I. The course is open to 
members of all denominations and 
religions. Lawrence Taylor points out 
that Christians have often received a 
sharp chal lenge from H indu, Moslem or 
agnostic col leagues in terms of their 
commitment or motivation . He says 
that Ca tho I ics and Protestants have 
found a new sense of ecumenical unity 
in sharing their common concerns for 
the fullest possible human develop
ment. 

The partic ipants clearly welcomed 
the opportunity to think through some 
of the complex issues of development 
and to sharpen and clarify their think
ing. Barriers between them certainly 
struck me as very few; they talked 
openly about their fai lu res and suc
cesses . The Indian community health 
nurse gave a very moving account of the 
failure of a rural development project to 
which she had devoted severa l years of 
her life . 

Is the course achieving its objec
tive-more effective aid? Lawrence 
Taylor comments, " The most important 
resu Its are the most d ifficu It to mea
sure-a deepening of awareness and 
commitment, a new sense of encour
agement together in a common task, a 
more sensitive response to situations of 
great complexity and a greater courage 
to face tough cha I lenges with profes
sional competence and a firm hope." • 

John Madeley is a de velopment econo
mist, freelance journalist, broadcaster and 
church lay leader. 



p RTO RICO 
a question of status 

The clouds rarely clear over El 
Yunque, the mountain top where the 
gods of the Borinque Indians were 
thought to dwel I. From the peak where 
Juracan would loose his wrath upon the 
trembling land and sea, one grows 
thoughtful on looking out upon the 
island of Puerto Rico. 

One sees the ocean which has carried 
the swords of the conquistadors and 
diluted the blood of the slain Borinques. 
One sees the horizon over which 
millions of her native sons and daugh
ters once fled the squalor to search out 
jobs, follow family, pursue the age-old 
dream of a better life on foreign shores. 
One sees the influx of tourist dollars 
reflected in the high-rise condominiums 

LAURENCE SIMON 
on the beaches of Fajardo, the gaudy 
hotels with their exclusive gambling 
casinos . And one ponders the question 
which dominates all conversations 
here: Puerto Rico-statehood, com
monwealth or independence. 

It is not a new question. It has been 
debated in the homes and fought over in 
the streets for hundreds of years , 
intensifying in the 1930s with the rise of 
the Nationalist Party led by the fiery and 
brilliant Don Pedro Albizu Campos. It is 
plagued with the uncertainties and fears 
of any colonial people moving toward 
such a juncture. Who will feed the 
agriculturally barren island? Defend her 
against aggression from Castro's Cuba? 
Invest in her industries without Ameri-

can tax exemptions? Welcome her 
diaspora without American citizenship? 

The status question is now coming to 
a boil. Though for years Cuba had asked 
the United Nations to intervene, the 
United States, with the support of the 
governing party in Puerto Rico, had 
insisted that the status of Puerto Rico 
was an internal U.S. matter and not one 
for the world forum. Yet in August of 
1977, a surprising twist was in store for 
the U.S. delegation at the U.N. when 
representatives of every major political 
party, including the Popular Democrats 
committed to Commonwealth status 
and the New Progressive pro-Statehood 
party, petitioned the U.N. 's Committee 
on Decolonialization to reinstate Puerto 
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Rico on its list of colonies, as subject to 
the political and economic will of the 
American behemoth which has ruled 
her since receiving the booty of war in 
1898. 

An odd tactic for the pro-American 
parties. Yet the pro-Statehood party 
now in power expects to win a status 
plebiscite within a few years and would 
welcome the U.N.'s nudge. The pro
Commonwealth party which had dom
inated the political scene here for 
decades has lost faith lh the American 
commitment to a Free Associated State, 
that anomaly which stood neither for 
national independence nor full and 
equal rights of statehood. The Com
monwealth party was discouraged by 
the Ford Administration 's retreat from 
its commitment ~o the new Compact of 
Permanent Union between Puerto Rico 
and the United States, two years of work 
which would have granted the Com
monwealth expanded power over its 
own affairs . The party's faith was finally 
shattered when President Ford, in his 
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last month in office, unilaterally reject
ed the compact and sent a proposal to 
Congress to admit Puerto Rico as the 
51 st state. Even pro-Statehood Gover
nor Carlos Romero Barcelo was embar
rassed by the sudden push on a question 
he had promised the electorate not to 
raise in his first term of office. 

Only the smaller parties committed to 
independence, the independentistas, 
looked to the U. N. as a means to cal I 
world attention to their struggle and to 
enlist its support in the birth of a new 
nation. 

Why then would Washington so 
suddenly further the idea of statehood? 
Could it be the embarrassment of 
possible U.N. intervention?The wish to 
legitimize a specious relationship, de
fuse a time-bomb-or merely to acquire 
fu I I legal title to the oi I wealth that is said 
to lie off the shore of this poor island? 

Promised Land 
To the casual observer, Puerto Rico 

has achieved a stage of development 

unparalleled by any of its Caribbean or 
Central American neighbors. It has the 
airports, port facilities and new high
ways which provide an infrastructure 
for future development. The population 
of 3.2 million is comparatively well
fed-nowhere do you see the chronic 
malnutrition so tragically evident 
throughout much of the wider region . 

Life expectancy is on a par with or 
even a bit better than the mainland 
United States. Illiteracy is a thing of the 
past; the hovels in which so many of her 
older citizens were raised are virtually 
non-existent. Many ;ibaros, the country 
folk, now live in new concrete homes 
with T.V. antennas and a Toyota in the 
driveway. The university system is 
bursting with students, and the new 
low-income housing with tenants. 

Indeed, these are significant develop
ments that no independentista would 
deny. The changes have been wrought 
by the U.S. development assistance 
program for Puerto Rico, christened 
"Operation Bootstrap," which began to 



gather steam in the early 1950s. There 
was much hope in the island then that 
the benevolent giant whose flag flew 
from the towers of El Morro would now 
take seriously the plight of the Puerto 
Rican people. 

At that time massive unemployment 
reflected the decline of the Puerto Rican 
agricultural economy. Puerto Rican 
sugar found increased and mechanized 
competition abroad ; marketing chan
nels for coffee and tobacco were 
disrupted during World War II ; and a 
protective U.S. tariff on Puerto Rican 
coffee imported to the mainland dimin
ished further its production . 

A succession of pessimistic reports by 
high-level study commissions prior to 
1945 had caused most Puerto Ricans to 
despair of ever being able to build a 
viable national economy. Birth control, 
migration and reduced aspirations were 
the common prescription for the island . 

From such discouragement, the 
Puerto Rican leaders forged a new 
relationship with the developed world. 
Puerto Rico was to be energized by 
forces never before felt or even dreamt 
of on the island. Within a few short 
years, the Puerto Rico of every j1baro 1s 
childhood would experience massive 
transformation into a neo-industrial 
society. 

The instrument for this change was 
FOMENTO, the Puerto Rican Economic 
Development Administration. The cen
tral thrust of the FOMENTO program 
was the large-scale creation of jobs 
through industrialization. Lacking the 
capital resources to finance state
owned manufacturing and wishing to 
stay within the capitalist mode of 
production acceptable to Washington, 
FOMENTO's program consisted of 
convincing U.S. (and then foreign) 
corporations to locate part of their 
industrial operations in Puerto Rico. 

The bait was the creation of a 
favorable climate for investment cen
tered on the now famous 10-30 year tax 
exemptions to industries becoming op
erational after 1947. Also, there was the 
lure of a cheap labor pool with Federal 
minimum wage laws adjusted on an 
industry-to-industry basis or not applied 
at all to industries not involved in 
interstate commerce. FOMENTO also 
provided tailor-made factory buildings 
on inexpensive leases. 

Development priorities were based 
on the old theories of capital formation 
with the resultant "trickle-down effect" 
that would allow the poor to share in the 
growing economic pie. For every facto
ry job created, government planners 

Many country people (opposite page) now have amenities like 
television but most families still live at or below the poverty 
level, depending upon food stamps (above) for necessities. 

' 'Poverty is endemic 
in Puerto Rico, 
mollified but 
never solved by 
Federal handouts.'' 
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''The 
electorate 

is convinced 
that the 
good life 
is based 

on the 
consumer 
society.'' 
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said , two secondary jobs would also be 
created . The hope, irrelevant as it was 
to the world managers of the alien 
enterprises, was that a chain-reaction 
development of " downstream" satellite 
industries would emerge. 

The industries took the bait and a 
rapid influx of capital began. By 1955, 
for the first time in Puerto Rican history, 
income from manufacturing passed 
agricultural income. By 1960, FO
MENTO had over 500 new factories 
employing 45,000 workers . At its 
height, Puerto Rico was to see some 
1800 industries locate on the island. 

But the past decade has begun to strip 
away the veneer and to bare the 
contradictions of the development pro
cess imposed on this small island. 

Getting the Business 
Poverty is endemic in Puerto Rico, 

mollified but never solved by Federal 
handouts. Over 70 percent of all Puerto 
Rican families on the island receive 
Food Stamps (cupones). In fact, cu
pones have replaced dollars as the 
currency of large areas such as Comerfo 
in the central mountains. Unemploy
ment has been steadily increasing to its 
present level officially at 21 percent and 
realistically at 46 percent and higher in 
areas like Comerfo. The unemployment 
statistics would be even higher if the 
economy had not in effect exported its 
unemployment to the mainland . Literal
ly one-third of the population has 
migrated to the States in search of jobs. 

The majority of Puerto Rican families 
on the island live at, or beneath , the 
poverty level and subsist on welfare. 
Illegal squatter communities created by 
landless people on large estates or even 
on U.S. Naval property rise almost 
overnight in the poorest areas of the 
island. 

Such symptoms show a profound 
crisis emerging within the Puerto Rican 
economy-taking it further away from 
FOMENTO's original goals. Building 
upon the observations of Professor 
Gordon K. Lewis of the University of 
Puerto Rico, we discover that the 
changes of recent years have been 
ominous. 

1 . Whereas the early factories subsi
dized by FOMENTO were relatively 
small scale labor-intensive enterprises 
depending on cheap labor, their newer 
replacements are the subsidiaries of 
some of the world's largest transnation
al corporations : Phillips Petroleum, 
Union Carbide, Pittsburgh Plate Glass, 
the Commonwealth Oil Refining Com
pany, ITI, Gulf & Western industries, 

among others . They operate as capital
intensive rather than labor-intensive 
and contribute little but their pollution 
to Puerto Rico . The multimillion dollar 
Phillips Petroleum plant, for example, 
employs only 350 people . 

Many of these newcomers are the 
high polluting industries, such as petro
chemicals and pharmaceuticals, which 
in more affluent societies are forced by 
environmental lobbies into expensive 
pollution control measures. While FO
MENTO is proud of the mile-long 
petrochemical skyline west of Ponce, 
the local residents have fled the oil 
soaked houses and vegetation . 

This development has taken place 
because Puerto Rican labor is no longer 
as inexpensive as in the Dominican 
Republic (where some of the industries 
have relocated) or the industrial free 
zones in Asia. The main reason to stay 
in Puerto Rico now is the tax incentive. 

2. The transnational corporations 
take their profits back to the mainland 
without substantial benefit to the Puerto 
Rican society. Under the terms of the 
old Section 931 of the Internal Revenue 
Code, mainland corporations with sub
sidiaries in Puerto Rico had to wait until 
their tax exemptions expired (10-30 
years) before they were permitted to 
liquidate their subsidiaries and repatri
ate their profits without their being 
subject to the full U .S. corporate 
income tax-up to 48 percent. This 
effectively forced hundreds of millions 
of dollars into San Juan banks creating a 
larger lending capacity. 

The Tax Reform Act of 1976 has given 
Puerto Rico what FOMENTO curiously 
terms the most significant industrial 
incentive since the establishment of the 
tax exemption program itself. 

Under the new Section 936 (which 
FOMENTO lobbied for and which 
replaces Section 931 ), any corporation 
with a subsidiary in Puerto Rico may 
repatriate its profits at any time without 
incurring U.S. corporate income taxes. 
Also, Puerto Rico has reduced its own 
withholding tax on profit repatriation 
from 1 5 percent to 1 0 percent (and 
under certain conditions to 7 percent). 

These changes ease the flow of 
capital out of the country. They were 
considered necessary by the FOMEN
TO planners to stop the erosion of its 
industrial base as more and more 
corporations leave the island . 

3. The reliance on imports has 
severely crippled indigenous produc
tions of foodstuffs and other consump
tion goods. A co lonial marketplace has 
been created by American saturation 
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''Genuine 
development 

should liberate 
the mind 

and lighten 
the burden. ' ' 

advertising far in excess of that on the 
mainland. The Puerto Rican consumer 
now prefers to buy the more expensive 
American brand names in such items as 
coffee (e.g. Maxwell House) than the 
traditional and locally produced 
brands. Large American marketing 
chains-Woolworths, Kresge, Grand 
Union, Pueblo, Penneys, Sears Roe
buck, Walgreen, etc.-stock the same 
merchandise as any of their mainland 
stores. Prices, especially for food, are 
generally higher on the island while the 
local producer, who provided stable 
employment and made the country less 
dependent, goes bankrupt. 

4. Meaningful decisions affecting all 
Puerto Ricans' economic lives are made 
in corporate board rooms far from the 
island workers. More and more we see 
the change in Puerto Rican society from 
a viable, if poor, agricultural economy 
to a large mass of urban semi-skilled 
workers whose usefulness to the inter
national corporation may be terminated 
at any point . 

Past as Prologue 
Puerto Rico has paid a price for a 

ticket to the modern world. Its full 
impact will not be seen for several years 
as more and more of the alien corpora
tions' tax exemptions expire . But U.S. 
Federal assistance programs of some 
$1 .5 billion per year will continue to 
plug the dam of rebellion. A visitor to 
Puerto Rico is told more than once that 
if it were not fo r the cupones, outright 
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hostilities would develop. How many 
years more will the U.S. be able to 
inflate the balloon-like Puerto Rican 
economy? Estimates of capital flows 
between the mainland and the island 
show that aid into Puerto Rico and 
profits (including everything from in
vestment income to horse-racing re
ceipts) from Puerto Rico are at the 
break-even point. 

Aid continues, however, to serve as 
an indirect subsidy to U.S. industries by 
maintaining a relatively cheap labor 
pool. It also has created what Gordon 
Lewis calls the "Santa Claus" mentali
ty, sapping the strength of initiative and 
self-determination from the Puerto 
Rican family while defusing the threat of 
the independence movement. But 
Santa Claus is also concerned with U.S. 
industrial investment in Puerto Rico 
which is estimated to be between $5.5 
billion-$14 billion. 

The ties to the U.S. economy are so 
strong that the little island of Puerto Rico 
is the sixth largest customer for Ameri
can products (surpassed only by Cana
da, Britain , Germany , France and 
Japan). This includes over $800 million 
a year in foodstuffs imported from the 
mainland . 

Finally, FOMENTO is maintaining a 
low-profile on the question of natural 
resources. While independent studies 
indicate between $5 billion to $20 
billion worth of copper and slightly less 
nickel in the hills, FOMENTO has no 
plan for the extraction of these minerals 

without relinquishing Puerto Rican 
control and interests to multinational 
mining companies . Furthermore, FO
MENTO plays down the recent head-
1 i nes about off-shore oi I though the 
island's newspapers report that the 
multinational oil companies are spend
ing huge sums in the quest. 

The effect these forces have had on 
the Puerto Rican population is reflected 
no more tragically than in the swelling 
numbers of the poor, reduced to rob
bery, drugs and prostitution . 

The electorate is convinced that the 
good life is based on the consumer 
society, even one built over the seem
ingly bottomless pit of indebtedness. 
The people have been subjected to the 
same myths of any colonial people kept 
in a stage of underdevelopment. The 
population density, mineral scarcity 
and food dependence are directly relat
ed to the political economy of the 
colony in relation to the developed 
world 's needs. 

This is no more starkly shown than in 
the case of the decline of Puerto Rican 
agriculture. In 1953, the United States 
Department of Agriculture in conjunc
tion with the Puerto Rican government 
conducted a thorough study of the 
potential of Puerto Rican agriculture. 
The conclusion was as clearly stated as 
it was ignored by the dominant U.S. 
planners and their Puerto Rican co
horts. Within 15 years, the public report 
stated, that is by 1968, Puerto Rico 
could achieve relative self-sufficiency 
in food production for a population of 3 
million. Future advanced appropriate 
technology was correctly seen as add
ing to the potential . 

But FOMENTO and the foot-loose 
industrialists in search of labor and land 
won the day. She now has neither food 
production nor the economic promise 
under FOMENTO to finance perpetual 
food imports beyond the cupones level. 

One cannot go back to the life of the 
j1baro. Development, even in the best of 
all worlds, will transform rural institu
tions and culture. But genuine develop
ment should liberate the mind and 
lighten the burden . The process of 
marginalization imposed on Puerto 
Rico during the FOMENTO era is but a 
new chapter in her 500-year underde
velopment since Columbus claimed the 
island along with her gentle Borinque
nos. But the way remains open for 
self-determination along radically dif
ferent lines. • 

Laurence Simon is a freelance writer. 
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ELLEN WINSTON 

M ost older Americans are indepen
dent and live dignified lives. They have 
enough money for the necessities, 
usually for some of the comforts and 
often for at least some of the luxuries of 
life. Most older Americans are in 
reasonably good health and increasing
ly they work at maintaining it through 
diet, exercise, and a range of interesting 
activities . Most older Americans live in 
their own homes, whether it be in their 
long-time homes, elsewhere in the 
same community or they decide to 
move to some other location. Most 
older Americans continue to make their 
own decisions as they have throughout 
their adulthood. For many older Ameri
cans, having less responsib ility brings 
new freedom to indulge in the comforts 
of everyday living. 

Actually the situation for most older 
Americans is far more satisfactory and 
optimistic than we often realize in our 
concern for those who are not fu ll y 
independent or in our search for better 
answers to the aging process. Research 
findings indicate that "approximatel y 
two-thirds of all persons 65 yea rs of age 
and over are relatively free of any major 
problems ." But we must see that 
supportive services to the extent needed 
are avai I able for the other one-third , the 
vulnerable aging. 

Most older adu Its have fam i I ies, 
families to which they are closely tied, 
families whose members they help 

The statistics in this article come largely 
from the U.S. Bureau of the Census and from 
Louis Harris and Associates, Inc., The Myth 
and Reality of Aging in America, The 
National Council on the Aging, Inc., 
Washington , D.C. , 1976. 

• aging 
• remain 

independent 
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under a wide range of circumstances 
and who in turn provide many and 
varied services for them, not only out of 
affection but also to help them remain 
independent and to cope with any 
frailties . When referring to older 
Americans, we are talking about a 
population characterized by vast differ
ences, contrary to the habit of ta lki ng 
about all o lder adults as though they 
were one homogenous group 60 to 65 
and over instead of representing two or 
even three generations. We must recog
nize the wide differences in ages, in 
experience, in interests, in every aspect 
of da ily livi ng and ind ividual we ll 
being. The differences are strongly 
affected by income level and by educa
tional atta inment, both of w hich also 
vary widely. 
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We must be concerned therefore, 
that older adults have a wide ra nge of 
choices w ith respect to how they w i 11 
live. If we limit alternati ves, if we fai l to 
prov ide resou rces in commu nities, if we 
limit our concerns to institutional care, 
we reduce the options that are essential 
in exercisi ng right of choice as to w here 
and how members of the older genera
tions w ill live . 

Some Statistics 
We know a good deal more about 

older Americans than we someti mes 
real ize . In th is twentieth century, the 
older segment of the populat ion has 
been increas ing more than twice as fast 
as the tota l population. Moreover, 
wh ile persons 65 and over are 10.5 
percent of the tota l population today, 

the numbers and proportions w ill in
crease substantlally in the next quarter 
of a century. By the year 2000 there w ill 
be some 30.5 million persons 65 and 
over w ho may represent one in eight of 
the total population . Data from a recent 
Census report ind icate that 6,008,000 
ind ividuals 65 years of age and over 
were l iving alone in 1975 , of whom 
1,290,000 were men and 4,718,000 
were women. From 1970 to 1975 the 
number of older men living alone 
increased 9.9 percent, of older women 
21 . 1 percent. What better evidence do 
we need of the desire of older adults to 
remain independent, in control of their 
ow n lives? But many husband-wife 
fami lies are likew ise a signi ficant seg
ment of the older population . In March 
1975, there were 3,547,000 husband
wife families in which one spouse was 
65 years of age and over, 4,296,000 in 
w hich both were 65 and over, and 
66,000 in wh ich a third older person 
l ived in the family . 

Most people interested in aging can 
tick off a I ist of remarkable people who 
have been highly productive and crea
ti ve in their older years . They are not as 
exceptional as most people think. 
Actuall y we need to study the years after 
65 by short spans of years . Remaining 
independent is quite different in a 
variety of aspects when one is 65 to 70 
and w hen one is 90 to 95 years of age. 
We need far more attention to changing 
characteristics among the young-old , 
the old , and the old-old . 

The general picture is far more 
positi ve than the volume of studies on 
the problems and infirmities of old age 
would lead one to expect. " Health, 
mental ability, and satisfying social 
roles appear to be the most important 
factors affecting longevity," according 
to the Duke University analyses. They 
al so are crucial in maintaining inde
pendence. 

In contrast to th is statistical picture of 
older adults living independently in 
their ow n homes and in continu ing 
control of their lives, we must plan more 
effectively for the services needed by 
those with a variety of infirmities. Here, 
too, the situation has been changing 
substantiall y in recent years w ith the 
development of community resources 
but Census data for 1970 reflected 
approxi mately one million persons 65 
and over liv ing in institutions, sl ightly 
less than five percent of the total older 
population . About eight out of 10 of 
these older adults were in the gamut of 
homes for the aged, one out of 10 in 
mental hospitals or residential treat-



"From 1970 to 1975 the number of older men living alone increased 9.9 percent, 
of older women 21.1 percent." 

ment centers, and the others in a variety 
of institutions. Over two-thirds of the 
total were older women. Among the 
men in institutions, 74 .5 percent were 
in homes for the aged in comparison 
with 85. 9 percent of the women . While 
percentages vary widely according to 
the particular study cited, it is wel I 
known that a substantial number of 
older adults, perhaps as many as 25 to 
40 percent, in institutions for the aged 
could remain in the community if 
appropriate remedial and supportive 
services were available and used effec
tively. We need through our churches 
and other community organizations to 
gear up to serving effectively the nearly 
one-third of older adults between the 
continuing independent majority and 
those who require institutional care . 
Studies carried out over a period of 
years by the Duke University Center for 
the Study by Aging and Human Devel
opment and numerous other special 
studies have revised many of our former 
conceptions. When emphasizing that 
most older adults are independent, we 
do not neglect the growing mass of data 

with regard to social , mental, and 
physical problems. We simply empha
size the extent of coping, with or 
without supportive services, in such a 
way as to retain independence. Since 
older adults tend to evaluate their 
situations more positively than the 
clinicians who study the aging process, 
this too is significant in terms of 
remaining independent. 

Helping Older Adults 
Remain Independent 

It is essential to take a hard look at 
whether, and how, we can more 
effectively promote and support con
tinued independence. While older 
adults who live alone or older couples 
are generally independent, a substantial 
proportion need supportive services 
from time to time or on a continuing 
basis. They may suffer temporary i 11 
health or require special aids after 
release from a hospital . In fact large 
numbers can only return home after 
hospitalization, with or without interim 
convalescent care, if there is provision 
for help at home. For other older adults 

"A substantial 
number of older 
adults in institutions 
could remain in 
the community if 
remedial and 
supportive services 
were available ." 
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The Education and Cultivation Divi
sion of BOGM has prepared a 42-page 
booklet called "Recommended Stan
dards and Guidelines for Agencies 
Providing In-Home Services." There 
are tips on how to be a "friendly 
visitor," how to provide meals-on
wheels, how to develop a telephone 
reassurance service or an escort service, 
and there is an overview of home health 
services. The booklet costs $1 and is 
available from the Service Center, 7820 
Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 
45237. 
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increasing frailty in advanced age or the 
increased handicapping effect of long
time disabilities may require supportive 
services on a continuing basis . This 
normally does not mean around the 
clock, or even eight hours per day, but 
enough hours, enough times a week, to 
permit continued independent living in 
relative comfort. 

Four Major Areas 
How do we guarantee that this is 

possible? When we sift out the major 
areas we recognize the validity of the 
findings of a Canadian survey which 
listed housekeeping hazards and home 
maintenance needs, transportation in
conveniences and hazards, health and 
physical hazards, and low incomes and 
inflationary prices as the basic problems 
of the older years. Dealing with these 
four areas effectively wi 11 provide the 
solid base for enabling older adults to 
continue independent living so long as 
this is desired and is at all feasible . 

Most older adults who require one 
service need others. The interrelated
ness of these major problem areas and 
of their solutions calls for far greater 
attention to mu !ti-service approaches to 
providing a range of choices for meeting 
specific problems. 

Enough Money 
Having enough money is basic to 

coping adequately with the older years. 
Moreover, like younger people, older 
adults need some discretionary income 
to provide for varied needs and tastes, 
not just income for stark necessities. 
With al I of the problems sti 11 inherent in 
the system, Social Security has vastly 
improved conditions for older adults 
over the past 40 years and become a 
major contributing factor in mainte
nance of independence. Supplemental 
Security Income, which should in
crease payments to the defined poverty 
level without further delay, is another 
strong prop for independent I ivi ng. 
Recent Federal legislation to improve 
pension systems should be helpful over 
time. Obviously governmental sources 
alone do not meet full needs for most 
older adults. Their other income, if any, 
is likely to fall into the fixed income 
category so that the toll of inflation in 
recent years has been heavy. At the 
same time we must give ful I credit to the 
major role of the governmental pro
grams in making old age today a more 
independent period of life than ever 
before in our history and providing a 
base upon which to build other pro
grams. 

Health Care 
Health care, available and access

ible, is another essential in maintaining 
independence. The contributions of 
Medicare and Medicaid are well
known while the debate goes on with 
regard to a comprehensive health insur
ance program . Meanwhile, to shore up 
continued independence, we can and 
must improve health resources of all 
types . We need to change the attitudes 
and emphases of the health provider 
establishment which , at present, treats 
home health care as much less impor
tant than institutional care. High on the 
list of needed extensions are the existing 
provisions for home health care . The 
eligibility requirements, such as prior 
hospitalization and confinement to 
home, the limits on numbers of visits , 
the limited number of home health 
services covered in current legislation 
-all reduce sharply the value of current 
home health care. The net result is a 
substantial amount of unnecessary hos
pitalization or nursing home care and a 
reduction in the options which should 
be available to every older adult. 

Transportation 
Another essential for independent, 

dignified living for older adults is 
transportation . Many older adults do 
not drive their own cars . Public trans
portation is limited at best and often is 
entirely lacking. Hence it is a backward 
community, or indeed congregation , 
which does not have some provision for 
helping older adults get to the grocery 
store and to medical services at a 
minimum, when their former modes of 
travel are no longer possible. The 
transportation problem is not insoluble 
as various communities have amply 
demonstrated . 

Housekeeping and Home Maintenance 
This brings us to the fourth of the 

areas cited above as important for the 
continued well-being and indepen
dence of older adults, namely house
keeping hazards and home mainte
nance. This area is increasingly being 
emphasized . The core service is home
maker-home health aide service . Pro
viding homemaker-home health aide 
service is within the competence of any 
community and is an essential alterna
tive to institutional care. It is needed at 
sometime in life by every older adult or 
someone close to him or her. Thus it is a 
basic service for all older adults in all 
economic groups from the very rich to 
the very poor. A useful rule of thumb 
that has been well tested is one 



The Burke Center in White Plains, 
New York, above, has a Day 
Center for rehabilitation of stroke 
victims. The patients are brought 
in every morning by relatives and 
return home before dinnertime. 
They get a hot lunch at the center, 
as shown here. Without the 
Center, most of these people 
would be in nursing homes 
because they could not prepare 
their own meals. Left, another 
kind of service is that offered in 
many metropolitan areas where 
older citizens are given public 
transportation at reduced rates or, 
as here in London, for free . The 
trips cannot be taken during peak 
hours, which is the only 
restriction. The passes enable these 
people to travel free on London 
Transport Buses. 
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In-home services for older adults take many forms. Above, a social 
worker visits an older couple in their home. 

homemaker-home health aide for every 
100 individuals 65 years of age and 
over. Th is works out to some 220,000 
aides for the United States, a modest 
number in relation to population as 
compared with the current experience 
in many western European countries . 

Homemaker-home health aide ser
vice is a helping service in which a 
well-trained and well -supervised aide 
carries out a var iety of tasks in the 
individual home-some cooking, some 
cleaning, some laundry, personal care, 
help in grocery buyi ng and in getting to 
medical care . The aide does not do the 
very heaviest house cleaning in home 
maintenance. She, or occasionally he, 
also provides companionship while in 
the home and helps to alleviate the 
loneliness often associated with in
creasing age. Both professionals, most 
often including social workers, nurses, 
and dietitians, and para-professional 
aides staff the agencies, which may be 
public or private. 

Besides the basic help provided by 
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homemaker-home health aides, this 
service functions also as a central 
service around which to cluster supple
mentary services to underpin both 
housekeeping and personal care needs . 
Supplementary services take a variety of 
forms. They may involve therapies that 
can be administered in or outside the 
home. They may be other community 
programs, such as day centers, meals
on-wheels, chore service, telephone 
reassurance, friendly visitors. They may 
involve helping the individuals served 
take advantage of income maintenance 
programs, or health clinics, or specia
lized transportation . Full utilization of 
appropriate community services is the 
goal. When homemaker-home health 
aide service is provided regularly sev
eral times a week, often with one or 
more other services on a less frequent 
basis, older adults almost invariab ly 
improve, both physically and mentally. 

Fortunately most older adults can 
continue fully in control of their lives. 
Others, however, become too frai I or 

di soriented to do this and have . no 
relatives to provide protective care . 
Hence it is of first importance that there 
be strong national standards, adequate
ly monitored, for homemaker-home 
health aide and related in-home ser
vices, regard less of the auspices under 
which they are provided. Older adults 
in nursing homes and homes for the 
aged are highly vulnerable to mistreat
ment as many investigations attest. 
Older adults in their own homes who 
are found to need homemaker-home 
health aide services are even more 
vulnerable. Only by careful adherence 
to standards, can qua I ity of care be 
assured. 

There are many subdivisions of and 
supplements to these four broad areas of 
income, health, transportation , and 
in-home services so necessary to assure 
and preserve independence. Experi
ence indicates that as we provide for 
these areas more effectively, we see 
other, closely related needs and take 
steps to meet them . Here the impor
tance of coordinated planning and 
service delivery cannot be overstressed . 
Multi-service agencies and close co
peration among different agencies are 
essential to the provision of adequate 
services for older adults. 

Conclusion 
We need to re-focus our approach to 

the older generations in our society . We 
must recognize in our attitudes, in our 
daily activities, in our programs, and in 
our plans, that most older adults want to 
remain independent. We must place far 
greater emphasis upon how we can 
make it possible for larger numbers to 
remain independent by providing op
tions among which they can make 
choices. Services geared to meeting the 
everyday needs of older adults must be 
available and accessible, adequate and 
acceptable, wherever people live. Only 
if national public and private agencies 
give leadership, only if communities 
recognize the widespread needs dis
cussed here and devote necessary 
attention to seeing that those needs are 
met, will we have the types and quality 
of services that make possible contin
ued dignified , independent living for 
more and more older adults . • 

Dr. Ellen Winston is Vice President, 
National Couno/ on Aging, and imme
diate past chairperson NVOILA, a
tional Voluntary Organizations for In
dependent Living for the Aged. 



we learned to 

Welcome 
the retarded 

When we regular members of the 
Wesleyan Bible Class of the Riverview, 
Florida, United Methodist Church , as
sembled in our cl assroom one Sunday 
morning about a year ago, our feelings 
were hard to describe. " Nonplussed" 
is probably the right word for them, but 
" flabbergasted" is a more truthful one. 

For awaiting us there we found eight 
strange women whom we at once 
recognized as residents of a Home for 
the Retarded , located a few blocks 
away. 

" It was Sunday and we j ust wanted to 
go to church!" a spokesman for the 
group informed us, and the expectant 
look on all eight faces got under our 
skins at once. 

So we welcomed them and proceed
ed to make the best of w hat we 
considered a bad si tuation . Although 
our teacher simplified the lesson that 
Sunday until it meant little to the rest of 
us, it pla inly did not reach them . 

We fel t our problem doubled 
w hen-under the encouragement they 
had received from us-al I eight decided 
to stay for church. We were afraid that 
some of their actions might distract our 
minister as he preached . Fortunately, 
he was able to cope . 

At a quickl y called meeting after 
church our class faced it. Should we 
complain to the manager of the home, 
or let them continue coming? Would 
the distraction their presence was 
bound to cause do more harm among 
the congregation than it did good to the 
women? We couldn ' t dec ide . We fe lt 
God 's fi nger was in it, but we didn' t 
know where . We decided to pray about 
it. 

But we did more than pray. During 
the week a committee of class members 
called on the manager of the home, and 
found her to be a sincere Christian truly 
interested in the welfare of the women 
entrusted to her care . She assured us 
that the " girls" (as she cal led them and 

GARNET K. TIEN 
we soon grew to consider them) had 
come to our church of their own accord , 
but that she wou Id restrain them if we so 
desired . She informed us that their 
mental abilities were those of five to 
seven year old children . She admitted 
that although she could feed , dress, and 
provide sufficient heathful exercise for 
them, she did not have time to entertain 
them, and that without the ability to 
read , or engage in need lework or other 
home projects in spi te of radio, TV, and 
picture books, time did hang heavily on 
their hands. And si nce the Division of 
Mental Retardation did favor their 
mingling with normal people when and 
if possible, she had not opposed their 

' 'The more we worked 
with them, the 

more we appreciated 
our opportunity 
to share. We 

wished we could 
do more but 

saw no way.'' 

coming to our chu rch. She said the 
women had enjoyed being with us, had 
in fact talked about it ever si nce. But it 
was up to us if they came again. 

The women themselves decided us. 
They remembered us. They were so 
glad to see us. They clung to us, and 
"see you next Sunday! " was on every 
tongue. Before our committee left the 
home that day, they had decided to 
bring the helping of these people before 
our class as a definite project. 

Thi s they did the following Sunday 
and it was decided that the following 
program would be carried out. 

We wou ld keep the women in our 
class until something better could be 
worked out. Meanwhile four of our 
class members would vis it the home on 
Wednesday afternoon on alternate 
weeks, and do for them whatever 
seemed to be best. 

This quickly resol ved itself into the 
telling of a simple Bible story, the 
singing of simple hymns, an hour of 
handwork at a kindergarten level (sev
eral of us had taught school ) fol lowed 
by a treat of ice cream and cookies . 

The women loved it. Each time we 
came, we found them eagerly awaiting 
us. As they grew to know us, their 
ret icence dropped away and w hat we 
learned about these women soon out
weighed anything they could have 
learned from us. 

Most of them must have had some 
religiou s training before being institu
tionalized . Under the home-l ike atmo
sphere we tried to create, they began 
remembering. Words of hymns came 
back to them. Two of them made 
beauti ful prayers and twisted our hearts 
by their pleas to God to " bless Mamma 
and Daddy, and let us go home to 
them." All soon expected " grace" 
before eating. One soon led our si nging 
wi th a trai ned voice that would have 
enhanced any choir . The more we 
worked with them, the more we appre
ciated our opportun ity to share . We 
wished we could do more but saw no 
way. 

But God did. Although the woman 
with the lovely voice had lost her 
eyesight to the po int where she cou Id no 
longer read music, sometime in her 
younger years she had memori zed 
many of the songs our church sings. Her 
outstanding rendit ion of them during 
congregational si nging drew the atten
tion of the choir. 

One choir member had once worked 
with retarded children , and at once 
offered her services. At the same time, 
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Women in the class 
have made plaques to 

hang on the walls. 
They glued colored 

pictures to the bottoms 
of meat trays from the 

grocery store. They 
have an obvious pride 

in their work. 

our church was supplied a new minis
ter, whose wife holds a master' s degree 
in special education, particularly that of 
mental retardation . 

The experienced choir member, 
along with several other members of the 
choir, arranged to meet with the retard
ed women the weeks when our class did 
not. And since it was more convenient 
for them to work on Saturday mornings, 
our group changed to Saturdays also, 
and moved all meetings to a classroom 
in our educational building where we 
have the use of tables and a piano. 

As another step forward, the superin
tendent of our Sunday school-aware 
of our Wesleyan Class teacher's difficul
ty in bringing the lesson to such differing 
mentalities-created a special class for 
these women, and put the experienced 
choir member in charge of it. As a result 
each weekend , these women now have 
two periods of friendly fellowship to 
look forward to . 

So it has come about that, although 
the ministry with these women is still a 
Wesleyan Class project, our whole 
church has become interested in them . 
Each Sunday many members make it a 
point to come to their special pew and 
greet them . 

What do we of the Wesleyan Class 
feel our project has accompl ished? 
First, we find the change in these 
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women almost unbelievab le. Even with 
the meager amount of personal atten
tion we have been able to give them , 
they have become more alert, their 
dexterity in simple handwork has 
improved , their interest in their sur
roundings has increased . Gradually 
they are losing their institutionalized 
attitudes and are becoming more like 
other people . Al I of them took great 
pride in their work when trusted to 
spread glue and shake gilt sprinkle over 
the Christmas emblems to hang on our 
church tree last Christmas. One woman 
now has the job of collecting registra
tion pads from the pews each Sunday 
after the service ends. A million dollars 
couldn ' t make her happier. 

The manager of the home is quick to 
approve the interest of our church in 
these women and agrees they have 
been helped by it. 

What am I trying to tell? Only this : 
that a whole new field for Christian 
service has been opened up for the 
church of today . A field that until only a 
few years ago was obscured by fear of 
social stigma. Persons with mental 
handicaps were hidden away in back 
rooms or in private asylums, to exist in 
the realm of the half dead unti I death 
released them. In 1971 there were 190 
such asylums in the United States. 

The census of 1971 also revealed that 

in a survey of some 29 million of our 
population, 5 .1 percent of them had 
some mental problem . This spurred 
government research, which over the 
past 1 5 years has come up with some 
interesting and very encouraging facts. 
One of these being that-except in 
cases where the brain cells themselves 
have been damaged-there is no more 
beneficial treatment for the mentally 
retarded than being exposed to living 
among the people under normal condi
tions . Which is what the manager of this 
Home for the Retarded , plus our United 
Methodist congregation , are striving to 
provide. 

Encouraged by our success with these 
eight particular women, our church 
now invites any retarded person in our 
area, past the age of 16, to attend a 
special Sunday school class created for 
them, which meets at 9:30 Sunday 
morning, and also the Saturday morn
ing fellowship group which meets at 10. 
We will welcome them . The more love, 
friendliness and Christian concern this 
type of individual can absorb from us, 
the more of it he or she can reflect. And 
that's what living is all about. • 

Carnet K. Tien is a free-lance writer 
and a member of Riverview United 
Methodist Church. 



Paine College has done a turnabout. 
A few years ago the black college in 

Augusta, Georgia was sti 11 reeling from 
baseless suspicions it had launched the 
Augusta racial riot of 1970. The col lege 
faced bankruptcy and student and 
faculty morale was low. 

In the past three years , Paine has 
boosted enrollment from 649 to 843 
students, paid off its unsecured indeb
tedness of half a mill ion dollars and 
garnered new gifts from private sources, 
such as $75 ,000 from the Kresge 
Foundation . 

Impetus for change has come from 
Dr. Julius S. Scott, Jr., who became 
Paine's president in 1975. Scott is a 
graduate of another United Methodist 
black college, Wiley in Texas, a school 
his father once headed. With a Crusade 
Scholarship, he earned a divinity de
gree at Garrett Theological Seminary in 
1949 before going to India as a short
term Methodist missionary. Prior to 
assuming the presidency of Paine, he 
taught at Spelman College in Atlanta 
and directed the Martin Luther King 
Center for Social Change there . 

A short, wiry man with an incisive 
mind and an often sharp tongue, Dr. 
Scott has put his own stamp on Paine. 
On his arrival , he acted quickly, 
" maybe too quickly and impulsively," 
he says, to set the school aright. He 
pruned the faculty and administration , 
streamlined management procedures 
and brought Paine's finances in line 
with its lim ited resources . 

One of his first and controversial 
decisions was to tear down a brick wall 
hiding the school 's new $2 million 
administration building from public 
view. The wall symbolized the school ' s 
separation from the community, Dr. 
Scott maintains, and its removal led to 
greater community involvement in ac
tivities on the handsome 40-acre mid
town campus . 

" We' re in the black now, we' re 
stable," boasts Dr. Scott of Paine's 
current health. And it ' s no mean 
achievement, he adds, because " black 
colleges were created after the Ci vi I 
War and left to die on the vine . It's a 
miracle that we have survived. " 

Paine was founded after the Civil War 
as a secondary school and college by 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South 
and its offspring, the Colored (now 
Christian) Methodist Episcopal Church . 
Luckier than some black colleges, Paine 
retains substantial support from both 
denominations. Last year the United 
Methodist Church contributed $125 ,-
000 and the C.M.E . Church , $100,000. 

ELLEN CLARK 

Until 1945 Paine provided the onl y 
secondary education for blacks in 
Augusta, a recognized ach ievement. 
Since school integration , however, po
tential donors have questioned Paine's 
continued existence. Paine wants an 
integrated student body but so far only a 
handful of whites have enrolled . 

Paine's most important role, explains 
Scott, remains helping students who 
wouldn't otherwise get a college edu
cation and giving them the extra push , 
the environment and esteem they need 
to succeed. Ninety percent of Paine's 
students attend special federally funded 
reading, math and communications 
classes or have tutors. 

An aggressive recruiting 
campaign has boosted Paine's 
enrollment. 
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" But don't cal I us a remedial station," 
exclaims Scott. " We take high risk 
students with ambition who have had 
poor secondary education and give 
them developmental courses to hone 
their skills ." These " developmental 
courses" do not supply credits toward 
graduation so academic standards have 
not been adversely affected, he adds. 

Beefing up Paine's academic reputa
tion is a concern of Scott. " We no 
longer have an 'open door' policy for 
high school graduates, " he says. " A 
college has to have standards. Not 
everyone should go to college." 

Family incomes of Paine students 
average $5100 so 90 percent of the 
student body needs financial aid to pay 
the $3000 a year for tuition , room , 
board and books. Three Paine students 
supplement other sources of aid with 
leadership development grants of up to 
$500 a year which United Methodists 
make possible for U.S. ethnic minority 
students through Advance Special gifts. 

One of Paine's biggest attractions to 
incoming students continues to be its 
church affiliation. A majority of the 
students belong to Baptist churches, 
and the second largest group are 
Methodists of several stripes. 

" Most of the students have been 
exposed to fundamentalism and emo
tionalism in their home churches with 
little depth to worship," says the Rev . 
Jerry Poole, campus minister and pastor 
of the 137-year-old Trinity C.M.E . 
Church in Augusta . " We try to stimulate 
them through a series of international 
speakers at assemblies and through 
informal discussions of values in the 
dormitories. /1 

Opinions vary on the degree of Paine 
students' religious commitment. Poole 
thinks " apathy" characterizes the reli 
gious climate, pointing to scanty atten
dance at non-compulsory vespers ser-
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vices in Paine's spacious chapel . 
On the other hand, Larry Sargent, 

dean of student affairs and a graduate of 
Paine himself, finds religious interest on 
the upswing. " If we forget devotions at 
the beginning of college committee 
meetings, the students always remind 
us, " he says . 

The ministry and teaching were once 
the primary career choices-and vir
tually only possibilities-for Paine grad
uates. Now almost a quarter of Paine's 
student body leans toward business 
administration , preparing for jobs 
opening up in the growing Augusta 
area. 

About 100 students take health sci
ence courses, planning to transfer after 
completing preprofessional courses to 
the Medical College of Georgia across 
the street from Paine. 

No one is cu rrently majoring in 
religion, but education remains popu
lar, with more and more students 
pursuing master's degrees after leaving 
Paine, since Georgia will require them 
by 1982 for first-year teachers . 

Students voice confidence in Paine. 
" It's a good school academicall y," a 
freshman affirms. Says a senior with 
admiration , " A Paine teacher taught me 
never to be satisfied but always to aspire 
to higher achievements." 

Plenty of Paine alumni go on to fame 
and glory, asserts President Scott, tick
ing off distinguished graduates ranging 
from scientists to publishers to diplo
mats to two current college presidents 
(Miles's and Clark's). 

As for Paine's future, Scott and 
colleagues discuss ambitious long
range development plans which fil I two 
volumes. Can they muster the money 
and meet their goals? It's hard to 
predict, but they have been high 
achievers lately. • 

lower left, Dr. Julius Scott, Jr., 
President of Paine college, who 
is trying to improve the 
college's academic standing, 
says Paine no longer has an 
"open door" admissions policy. 
Ninety percent of the student 
body needs financial assistance. 
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LETTERS FROM OVERSEAS 
ALGERIA 

Greetings from Algeria . I've been 
here just long enough (less than a 
month) to know how green a veteran to 
Africa can be in North Africa . My 
colleagues and hosts here know the 
people and the land, speak Arabic 
fluently, and might frown on my hasty 
report-if I let them see it! Still , with my 
neophyte artlessness, I would like to 
share my early impressions of this 
challenging new assignment. 

I am teaching English, oral expres
sion, to intermediate and advanced 
students at the University of Constan
tine . The campus, still uncompleted, is 
a futuristic concrete layout designed by 
the architect of Brasilia, Brazil . The 
students, whose 100 or so names I'm 
having more trouble with than I had 
with names in Zaire, are not untypical 
college students: eager, frank, de
manding, somewhat fonder of vacation 
days than of tests. Practically al I speak 
Arabic as their first and French as their 
second language. There will soon be 
three of us United Methodists teaching 
English at the University-a part of our 
effort to keep a flame alive. 

The Place and People 
For wel I over a thousand years, 

Algeria has been primarily a Moslem 
country. Within the cities are traces of 
France, which ruled the country from 
the 1830's to 1963. Orange tile roofs 
and gray villa walls, grilled balconies, 
wooden shutters a little bluer than the 
sky or greener than the pines and 
cypresses, fastening out the sun or the 
chill of night. Then there are the 
time-honored shapes of nature in Mos
lem architecture: the arch of the sky, 
stars, leaves, petals, vines, buds, which 
along with graceful Arabic inscriptions, 
decorate public buildings, homes, and, 
of course, the mosques. A number of 
the older men wear a baggy traditional 
costume and a yellow turban, and 
considerably more women, even some 
younger women, cover themselves with 
a loose black garment and their faces 
with a lacy white vei I whenever they 
leave the house. The majority dress like 
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Constantine, Algeria, has a population of 
350,000. All the views are dramatic. 

Europeans, and fashionably. 
Constantine, the nation's third largest 

city, is a stronghold of rigid Islamic 
tradition . The day I arrived, there were 
scores of pilgrims in white robes waiting 
in the shade to fly to Mecca. At this time 
of year, I am told, several big jet 
planeloads a week leave Constantine 
for Arabia and the hadj. Not that this 
fervor is unanimous. I have been on the 
crowded streets when the loudspeakers 
from a minaret called out the azan, one 
of the day's five pauses for prayer. There 
was no more a mass prostration toward 
the East than there would be a bat of the 
eyelash at Krogers Sunday morning if 
the supermarket suddenly felt inclined 
to cal I shoppers to kneel next to the 
frozen foods. 

A Spectacular City 
Eighty miles south of the seaports of 

Skikda and Annaba (older maps will call 
them Phi Ii ppevi I le and Bone), Constan
tine is an ancient and spectacular city . A 
canyon runs right through the spreading 
town of some 350,000 people, so that 
its ivory-colored buildings bristle on the 
crest of a cliff, over high bridges and a 
trickling river. All around, the views are 
dramatic; walls or railings have been 
built to hold pedestrians in from a 
terrible fall. Across the street from City 
Hall is a drop of 200 feet so vertical that 

you would bounce only once. An 
extremely urban administrative center, 
Constantine teems with well-stocked 
shops and bazaars, and surges of 
walkers who obstruct, morning, noon, 
and evening, the heavy automobile 
traffic in narrow mid-city streets . With 
its awesome natural setting, Constan
tine fell hard to each wave of conquer
ors : the Phoenicians and the Romans 
before the time of Christ, several Islamic 
kingdoms during the Middle Ages, the 
Ottoman Turks, whose power had 
fizzled by the 19th century, then finally 
the French, in November 1836. (To 
celebrate, Hector Berlioz was commis
sioned to compose a Te Deum, in 
Paris.) 

The Christian Community 
Since independence, which Algeria 

gained at the price of a seething war 
with France, Islam has been so strongly 
tied to national and political goals that 
Christianity, linked with the French, 
fairly or not, has had to take a low 
profile. In this kind of passive adversity, 
the Christian community is small , but 
intense and unified. A large percentage 
of its members are foreigners : teachers, 
technicians, missionaries, diplomats, 
students . Protestants and Catholics 
often share places of worship and 
occasionally worship together. We re
cently flew to Algiers, a dazzling 
tropical port which rises from the blue 
sea like walls of white dominoes against 
the blue sky . There, at a two-day 
assembly of the Protestant Church of 
Algeria, we heard French Catholic 
theologians discuss new books, the 
Cameroonian treasurer give the finan
cial report, music offered by a group of 
Congolese students (which didn' t fail to 
remind me of Zaire); Gerhard Schreck, 
our pastor and my host at Constantine, a 
West German, lead a Bible discussion ; 
there were questions and testimonies 
from Christians of Algeria , Madagascar, 
Italy, Holland, Canada, etc ., finall y a 
communion service conducted w ith 
guitar and a modern liturgy, by the 
American Methodist pastor of Algiers. 

A Heritage To Keep 
We have a fla me to keep alive and 

glowing. Constantine owes its name to 
none other than the great Chr istian 
emperor at Byzantium w ho had the 
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destroyed city rebuilt, basilica and all , 
later in the 4th century A.D. 

As we were going down to Annaba a 
few days ago, to visit the church there 
(forgive the following come-down in 
my allusion , but it will keep things from 
sounding sanctimonious), I heard the 
countryside whisper, like the Parkay 
container, " Biblical land." The arid , 
rocky hills are dotted with olive trees, 
cork oaks, and pointed cypresses . 
Flocks of sheep and shaggy brown 
goats. Shepherds in coarse woolen 
frocks. Date palms growing along wispy 
streams. We enjoy the sun as it breaks 
through the morning chi 11 , and try to see 
what we can do about that flame . 

Think of us when you light a candle . 
We' ll do the same. 

Ron Schooler 

He is a UM missionary. 

ZAIRE 
This is my letter of introduction to you 

all as a United Methodist missionary. 
Many of you know me already as a 
school friend or a Peace Corps volun
teer or a member of the family . But I 
want to take this opportunity to intro
duce myself again in my new life as a 
missionary. 

I first thought of being a missionary 
many years ago, but I put it from my 
head since I had no " religious" training. 
Instead, in 1972 I joined the Peace 
Corps, and after a ten-week training 
program in the Virgin Islands was sent to 
Zaire . Here I came to know and love the 
Zairian people, and to see what a really 
big need they have for help, and also 
their really big desire for it and their 
appreciation. 

After serving for two yea rs in the 
region of Bas Zaire as a high school 
mathematics and physics teacher, I thus 
decided to prolong my stay beyond the 
standard two years. I requested a 
transfer to the region of Shaba to a 
United Methodist school at Mulungwi
shi, which is where I am now. Again , 
two years seemed too short for al I that 
needed doing, but after three years here 
with the Peace Corps, I realized that that 
organization no longer expressed how I 
felt. My Swah i Ii teacher suggested that I 
become a missionary. In my very 
elementary Swahili , we discussed the 

pros and cons, the requirements and 
possibilities . And here I am! 

The School Day 
My job is still basically the same. I 

teach 29 hours a week of high school 
physics and math . The school system 
here is modelled on the Belgian system . 
That means the students take 1 2 to 1 5 
different courses every year. Some of 
them meet five or six times a week, 
others only once or twice, and some 
major branches 10 or more. Classes 
start at 7:15 every morning, including 
Saturday, and go until 12:30. Then 
there is a break for lunch and rest. At 
2:30 we start again, some of the classes 
with courses, others with study hall and 
once a week for each class travail 
manual which means that each class, 
accompanied by a teacher, goes to 
work in the school corn field , cultivat
ing by hand what we hope will help 
supplement their diet. The afternoon 
period ends at 5:00 at which time the 
students are free for supper and relaxa
tion until 7:30. At 7:30 there is again 
required study hall , which lasts until 
9:30. Now you see how they can study 
so many different courses at the same 
time! It is really a demanding schedule 
for the students . Most classes have 30 to 
35 hours a week of course-work. 

Difficulties of Students 
It is particularly demanding when 

you consider their living conditions . For 
instance, they never get breakfast since 
food costs so much that the school can 't 
afford it. So the students study for six 
hours before their first meal . I guess I 
should mention that almost all the 
schools in Zaire are boarding schools. 

Students at a Methodist Girls School in Zaire 

Here the students pay 214 zai res 
(roughly $260) a year for room and 
board . Even that is often more than their 
parents make in six months or even all 
year, so you can see the problems for a 
family of, say, six chi ldren. You can 
also imagine feeding a child , keeping 
up his hous:ng and buying books for 
nine months on $260. 

Bed and Board 
At 1 :00 o'clock the students have 

their first meal , which usually consists 
of what is known here as bukari or 
foo-foo. It is a sort of thick corn meal 
mush, thick enough to cut w ith a knife, 
prepared by dropping corn meal in 
boiling water and stirring. With this is 
some sort of sauce made from local 
greens and tomatoes . For variety (or 
when there is no more corn meal ) they 
have rice with the same kind of sauce. 
There is almost never any meat or fish. 
The evening meal is just about the 
same. Every so often they are served red 
beans, but the kids tell me they are 
usually old and practical ly inedible, so 
they don' t like those days. 

The boys live in cabins , much like 
you would find ata summer camp, eight 
boys to a cabin-and they bring their 
own mattresses. There is no electricity 
or indoor plumbing at the " camp" as 
their housing area is quite appropriately 
named . At night some of the students 
use coleman lamps to study in the 
cabins, but most don 't try since there is 
electricity at school. Maybe outdoor 
toilets aren't so bad after all , since we 
went for several months without water 
while the pump was broken and those 
of us with indoor plumbing had a real 
problem . The girls live a little better in 



Typically, at the various Methodist Boys Schools in Zaire, the boys bring 
their own mattresses and live in cabins which lack electricity or indoor 
plumbing, not unlike "summer camp" in the U.S. This school is at Minga, 
in a photo taken five years ago. 

dormitories with lights and indoor 
plumbing. Their meals are also better 
prepared , but still only twice a day. 

Role Change 
The only way that my job has 

changed since becoming a missionary 
is that I am now asked to participate in 
more church-related activities than be
fore . For example, I am now a Sunday 
school teacher for one of the two senior 
classes . It's a little difficult since there is 
no set plan, every teacher trying to 
teach what he thinks they need. There 
are no books and many of the kids don ' t 
even have Bibles. While difficult, it is 
also a very rewarding experience. 

Many of the kids have I ittle or no idea 
of what is in the Bible and appreciate 
the opportunity to learn and ask ques
tions . Others have already participated 
in Bible study groups and can contrib
ute greatly to the discussions . Sunday 
schoo l is required for all students and 
there are, of course, those who come 
only for that reason . I can only pray that 
some of them will be reached by our 
sharing together and come to know the 
wonderful love of Jesus. 

A Student Retreat 
Th is is the first year that I have 

participated in a student retreat. This 
past weekend a group of almost 30 kids 
stayed after school let out for vacation 
for a three-day retreat. It was a most 
rewarding experience and really 
opened my eyes to problems I never 
knew, or should I say believed , existed . 
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Our theme was " The Kingdom of God ." 
The pastor of the station, one of the 
teachers at the theology school and I 
gave lessons each day on different 
aspects of His kingdom. Then we 
divided up into three smaller groups to 
pray . 

In these small groups the kids we re 
quite open about their problems and 
their needs. One boy in my group asked 
us to pray with him to protect his father 
and little brother, since his other little 
brothers had been " eliminated" by evil 
spirits. He went on to explain that 
witchcraft is a very real problem in his 
v illage and that many members of hi s 
family (aunts, uncles, cousins) are 
bound by it. 

One girl asked that we pray for her 
27-year-old brother who is about to take 
his fifth wife (at the same time, since 
polygamy is not against the law here). 
Another girl told U5 that since the " 80 
Day War" last spring, she hasn ' t heard 
from any of her family. She is the only 
one left in Zaire and she thinks, or is it 
only hopes, that her family fled to 
Zambia . 

And of course al I the kids have the 
same problems that high school stu
dents have everywhere-whether they 
will pass the year, whether they will be 
admitted to college, how to be a 
Christian in a non-Christian atmosphere 
when they leave the station, how to 
react to divorced parents, to be more 
patient, to have more faith , to be more 
open, etc . 

A Learning Experience 
How does a sixteen-year-old cope 

with it? And how do I give advice? I can 
only ask that you pray with me for these 
kids, that they be protected by God's 
love. And trust in His infinite goodness. 
I also learned from this retreat a bit more 
directly how they live every day. I ate 
with them every day, and I must say first 
that they ate much better at the retreat 
than normally since it was financed by 
missionaries. We had rice porridge for 
breakfast, with nothing to drink. For 
lunch, rice or bukari with a fish sauce, 
made from canned fish, with water. For 
supper, rice and the same sauce. Every 
day. At least they got three meals a day, 
and I don' t think anyone left the table 
hungry. Again , I can only say that I 
respect their courage to come and 
study. I know I learned a lot from this 
retreat, and I hope the students got as 
much out of it as I did . 

And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God . 

Elizabeth Reed 

She is a United Methodist missionary. 

ZAMBIA 
It is almost a year now since we have 

returned to Zambia, and once again we 
seek to open a window a little so you 
can see a bit of what God is doing in this 
smal I corner of the world where we are . 

We found Zambia in the midst of hard 
times . The price of copper, Zambians' 
main foreign exchange earner, had 
fallen to near cost of production and 
there were shortages of all things which 
depend upon imports for manufacture 
such as soap, cooking oil , flour, mar
garine, sugar (no paper bags to sell it in) , 
toilet paper, autos and spare parts, 
steel , plastic products, etc . The moral 
stand which Zambia has taken in 
support of the liberation struggles in 
Southern Africa has contributed a great 
deal to the economic pinch as well. 

The Zambian Government, under the 
able leadership of President Kenneth 
Kaunda, has led the people in a 
stringent belt tightening exerci e and 
now, almost a year later, the national 
budget is pretty well in balance and the 
most essential commodities are in 
adequate upply again, although the 
rubber tire factory and the corrugated 



iron roof factory just had to c lose down 
fo r lack of raw material s. Living as we 
do, in a tense war ituation, people like 
ourse lves wi th w hite skins are automati
ca ll y suspect by those who don' t know 
us and those w ho do often fear to 
assoc iate too c losely fo r fear of reper
cuss ions on themse lves . 

Fishing Village Project 
We returned to Zambia wi th a budget 

to provide ourselves w ith housing and 
transport for the continu ing work we 
have been asked to do among the 
fishermen of the Kafue Fl ats area . We 
al so returned w ith UMCOR money fo r 
several projects w ith the fishermen to 
try and increase the amount of fish 
protein available to the Zambian popu
lation and better the lives of the people 
who fi sh. 

We were asked by the United Church 
of Zambia to establi sh a fishing vi ll age 
on their land along the Kafue Ri ver so 
we agreed to undertake th is as a part of 
the fi shing vill age resett lement exercise 
which we are involved in. 

Using our housing budget, we bu i lt a 
house for ourselves on a plot of land 
bes ide the river that the United Church 
of Zambia wanted to develop as a 
church lay training center. It is right on 
the river so we have been working up 
the ri ver by boat to our first village sites . 
It is also near the main road to Lusaka so 
we have been able to easi ly go there for 
the many meetings w ith church and 
government that are a part of our work. 

We lived fo r the first four months in a 
ten-foot house trailer w hile building the 
house, and were glad to move into its 
relatively roomier quarters. It has a grass 
roof and large sc reened w indows look
ing out over the beautiful Kafue ri ver to 
the mountains beyond . 

Work on Training Center 
A small amount of money arri ved 

from W est Germany for the lay trai ning 
center so in our spare time we have 
been supervising the construction of the 
latrine block and the first four small 
sleeping rondavels for students at the 
center. These buildings are now almost 
complete and the United Church of 
Zambia hopes to start holding courses 
here. We had bu i lt our house w ith the 
idea that when we were through w ith it, 
it would become the meeting hall for 
the center. 

We are now work ing up the river too 
fa r to convenientl y go by boat so have 
completed the constructi on of a large 
raft on whi ch we have put the small 
house trailer which belongs to the 

United Chu rch of Zambia, and have 
bu i lt on to it an eight-by-eighteen foot 
sitting and d ining room w ith a four
foot-w ide deck around three side and a 
small engi ne fo r gett ing around. We 
have been liv ing on it for two weeks 
now anchored in th middle of the river 
in front of the house to work out the bugs 
and gai n confidence in its abili ty to 
weather the storms and hippos and 
crocodi les before moving up river to our 
work areas. It has the tremendous 
advantage of enabl ing us to become a 
part of the commun ities we work in as 
wel I as taki ng our house w ith us when 
we move on rather than build ing or 
fi nding another. 

The main part of our house on the 
land at the Center w i 11 be used as the 
meeting hall fo r courses but we have 
retained the bedroom to store some of 
our things in and to come back to 
between courses to sort of stretch ou r 
legs and do some of the Lusaka work 
that piles up w hile we are up the river. 

Development Progress 
We have started severa l fi shing deve l

opment projects. O ne canal fo r better 
access to the fi shing area has been 
completed. A new harbor and market 
town are almost complete. Several 
villages, roads, and canals are in 
va rious stages of construction, etc. 

The mai n stumbling blocks to the 
development of fishing resources of the 

lake and ri ver have been lack of credit 
for better fishing equipment, poor ac
cess to the lake and to the shore for 
ma rkets, no places to build adequate 
houses and have fami lies and therefore 
la k of cohesive family and community 
structures. These are the thi ngs we are 
vvorki ng on. We have seen many 
successes and some fai lures, but the 
general movement is toward full er, 
more productive, more rewarding li ves 
for fishermen and their fami lies and the 
production of fi sh continues to ri se 
steadi ly. 

We now have the grou ndwork laid fo r 
the fi rst river and lake transport servi ce 
here and hope to inaugura te it soon to 
carry goods and passengers and a sort of 
a floa ting store and service center. The 
major part of our time in the months 
ahead wi ll probab ly be taken up with 
maki ng the mistakes and the successes 
that are necessary to get thi s servi ce 
estab lished . O nce it is on a sound 
eco nomi c basis , su i tab ly qualified 
Zambians wi ll be enabled to buy and 
expand it. Eventually such a servi ce 
would also enable a team to estab lish a 
seri es of churches along the routes 
served by the boats, an area whi ch has 
previously been inaccessib le to Church 
extension. 

Larry, Lau ra, and David Hil ls 

The Hills are United Methodist mis
sionaries. 

Larry Hills, right, talks farming with one of the family fa rmers 
in Zambia. 
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CHRIST AND THE MEDIA, by Malcolm 
Muggeridge. Grand Rapids, 1978: William 
8. Eeerdmans Publishing Company, 127 
pages, $5.95. TELLING THE TRUTH, The 
Gospel as Tragedy, Comedy and Fairy Tale, 
by Frederick Buechner. San Francisco, 
1978: Harper and Row, 100 pages, $5.95. 

It is sometimes the lot of the reviewer to be 
forced to read in close proximity books 
which would seem to have very little in 
common either in subject matter or in 
treatment but which reverberate against 
each other in a way which heightens the 
qualities of each . 

So it is w ith these two sl im volumes, one a 
series of lectures on the perfidies of (particu
larly) television by a noted British journalist 
and the other a series of reflections on 
preaching the Gospel by a well-known 
American novelist and United Presbyterian 
clergyman . 

Mr. Muggeridge, or Sir Ma lcolm as he 
now is entitled to be known , is a long time 
member of the British media establishment, 
best known as the ed itor of Punch and as a 
television " personal ity". In his later years , 
he has become identified with " evangelica l" 
Christianity and has written and lectured 
widely . This volume is adapted from a series 
of three lectures given in London in 1976 
and includes audience question and re
sponse to each lecture. This format, al
though it gives the flavor of the author's sty le, 
highlights a number of the book's deficien
cies. These include, for Americans, the fact 
that most of the discussion is cast in British 
terms and many of the specifics will be 
unintelligible to those not familiar with that 
scene. 

More importantly, and the volume's 
greatest weakness, is that it is (in the author's 
words) " an impressionistic, idiosyncrati c 
survey". Any attempt to explore seriously 
almost any of the issues raised is simply not 
possible (and certainly not attempted) in this 
approach . What we must look for then are 
insights tossed out like firecrackers to 
explode and make us jump. 

Sir Malcolm's basic point of view comes 
through clearly enough-the media lies and 
distorts reality and this is its very nature. 

From time to time, he softens this ind ict
ment a little and does allow that a Saint like 
Mother Teresa (the subject of one of the 
author's most notable television shows) can 
overcome the medium but these softenings 

are half-hearted. In fact, si nce he argues that 
Jesus would never appear on te levision, one 
wonders how he justifies Mother Teresa 
doing so. 

His distaste is enough to startle Billy 
Graham, who contributes a foreword , but it 
is only part of his general distaste for modern 
society. Sir Malcolm sums it all up well in his 
closing sentence : " So, finding in everything 
only deception and nothingness, the soul is 
constrained to have recourse to God himse lf 
and to rest content with him." 

Mr. Buechner, by utter contrast, looks for 
God everywhere. Not that he is a naive 
optimist , but his glittering imagination 
searches for "a way in and through" rather 
than a way out. To do this, he uses not only 
the categories of tragedy and comedy but the 
category of fantasy and fairy tale so despised 
by Sir Malcolm as signs of the revelation of 
God . 

As always, the prose is itself a joy to read 
and savor. Mr. Buechner walks an intellec
tual tight rope with the constant danger of 
falling into contemporary trendiness or 
sentimentality but he does it with the elegant 
style which itself helps carry him through . 

Two books then which tell us much about 
Christian approaches to the world and the 
authors' own personalities. Perhaps our 
responses to them will say as much about 
ourselves as about them. I must confess a 
vote for Mr. Buechner's joy as against Sir 
Malcolm's world weariness. 

A.J.M. 

• One Minute with God. 127 
Brief Devotional Thoughts. Who is 
the God of Jacob? Discover or 
re-discover the all-powerful God 
of faith and find the answer to 
spiritual decayers such as sickness, 

depression, and divorce with these personal inspirational messages. 
Contains excellent seed material for counseling, talks, sermons, and 
phone devotions. Bill Lampkin. 
$4.50, paper 
• Break Out and Become .. 
A New Creature in Christ 
provides help for anyone desiring 
to enter a relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ that is stable, 
continuing, alive, and real in 

every way. Learn what becoming "born again" or changed into "a 
new creature in Christ" is all about. Mary Virginia Parrish. $5. 95 
•Our Father, The Lord's Prayer for Today, is a frank and honest 
examination of the Lord's Prayer as the example which every 
Christian must follow for effective prayer. Special emphasis is given 
to how each part of the prayer relates to modern life. Humble, 
open, yielded prayer is the goal. Richard B. Wilke. $4. 95 
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LETTERS 
MORE ON CUBA 

Observing a recent letter in the March 
issue of New World Outlook, I'm presuming 
that you might print the enclosed. You are 
giving us an excellent magazine. 

There are conflicting reports printed in the 
media-secular and religious . The real facts 
are often smoothed over for different rea
sons. One is the fear that there wi 11 be 
reprisals on loved ones still in Cuba (when 
nationals are interviewed here). Other rea
sons are from tourists who are allowed to see 
just what the government wants them to see. 

Here are the facts about religious free
dom: 

1. In most of the churches the regularly 
scheduled services are permitted , but only if 
they are in a church building. 

2. No religious service may be held in a 
private home, such as a cottage prayer 
meeting. 

3. Special permission must be obtained 
for a meeting out of the ordinary schedule. 

4. No one is allowed to invite a friend to 
attend a church service. 

5. No religious literature of any kind is 
permitted through the mail. I sent a birthday 
greeting on a post card that had a picture of a 
stained glass window of church showing 
Jesus · kneeling in prayer. It was returned to 
me stamped " This kind of literature not 
permitted." 

6. At Christmas time no decorations of 
any kind and only regular service. No 
Christmas cards from the States are permit
ted . 

7. Children are told that the idea of prayer 
is false. A group was told to close their eyes 
and pray that the dictator would give them 
ice cream. When they opened their eyes 
there was a dish of ice cream at each place. 

8. Preachers must be careful not to 
criticize any form of the government. 

The writer, whose name is withheld by 
request, had long experience in Cuba before 
the Revolution. 

THANKFUL FOR COMPASSION 
Thank you for the book review in January 

(Human Sexuality, New Directions in 
American Catholic Thought, by Anthony 
Kosnik and others). I sent the review to our 
Jefferson City Catholic Bishop, publisher of 
the "Catholic Missourian," with my article. I 
am thankful for the compassion of our 
church-I feel it is our "long suit" . And this 
is also true to the "Catho lic Missourian" . 

Mrs. Luke E. Turnbough 
Edina, Missouri 

A DEEPER SENSE OF MISSION 
Greetings to all members of the Staff of 

New World Outlook in the precious name of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chri st whom we 
love and serve. 

My w ife and I deeply appreciate very 
much reading the New World Outlook 
which is very interesting and informative 
about the work of The United Methodist 

Church all over the world. It helps us have a 
deeper sense of mission and inspirat ion in 
our spiritual lives. We pass it on to others fo r 
them to read also, and share the blessi ngs 
after read ing them , which they also appreci
ate very much. 

lllllllltF 

Francisco F. Bauzon 
Quezon City, PHILIPPINES 

When You 
INVEST 
You and Your Church 
PROSPER 

Send now for complete details on UMDF's rewarding way to 
share - without actually spending. Write to: 

R. E. Sooor. Jr .. Executive Secretary 
THE UNITED METHODIST DEVELOPMENT FUND 

Room 303-B , 475 Riverside Drive, New York, N .Y. 10027 
Or, call (212 ) 678-6071 

l~l~~<dJ~<dJ: 

A Place 
to Play 

6 Learn 
Alaskan children ages 8· 16, many of them minorities, are being helped at the Jesse Lee Home 

in Anchorage . Named for a pioneer United Methodist circuit rider, the Jesse Lee Home for Children 
has served hundreds over the past 88 years . Many of today's leaders in Alaska are former residents 
of the home. 

Today, more than 30 children with emotiona l and behavioral problems are being served-with 
an expanding population pointing to the need for larger facilities. A new multi·purpose building 
would allow for increased recreational activity, especially during the winter, and provide additional 
training facilities . 

The Jesse Lee Home is the only private institution in Alaska providing help to children with 
moderate to severe learning or social problems. You, or a group in your 
church, can help continue this Christian ministry to children in need. 
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I 
Clip this coupon STREET ADDRESS I 

and mail with 

I your check to : CITY STATE ZIP I 
National Division I Room 1439 CHURCH ANNUAL CONFERENCE I 

4 75 Riverside Dr ive The united Methodis t Child Suppor1Program1s a part of the world wide ministry ol 

L New York , N.Y. 10027 The Board ol Gtobal M1n1st r1es. all w11h child care tnsl1l uflons approved as Advance Spec1t1ts I 
__________________ ... 
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ECUMENICAL PUS H SEEKS TO SAVE VALLEY INDUSTRY 
Members of the Save Our Valley campaign of the Religious Coalition of the Mahoning Valley 

stand before one of ! 6 billboards being placed around Youngstown, Ohio, as part of 
ecumenical campaign to save the steel industry of the Mahoning Valley. Present for the 
unveiling were, from left, Father P. Breen Malone, parish priest of St. Patrick Roman Catholic 
Church; the Rev. Lonnie Simon, pastor of the New Bethel Baptist Church; Tommy Thomas of 
District 26 of the United Steel Workers; E. Richard Fellers of the Dollar Savings & Trust Co.; the 
Rev. Robert Taylor, pastor of Howland Community Church and the Rev. Bert Campbell, 
associate pastor at First Presbyterian Church. 

The campaign is trying to raise a $ ! 2 million savings account to impress the federal 
government with the need to support the steel industry in the area. 

CRISIS IN STEEL TOWN 
BRINGS CHURCH RESPONSE 

Church members in Youngstown, Ohio 
are one of the primary target groups of an 
ambitious new plan for employee or com
munity ownership of a closed steel plant 
which has made 5,000 persons jobless. 

If the plan succeeds, it wou Id be one of the 
largest plants-and the first in basic steel-to 
be operated by workers or the community in 
the United States, and it could be a model for 
recovery efforts in other parts of the econom
ically depressed northeast. 

The Youngstown Sheet and Tube Compa
ny's Campbell Works, which shut down last 
fall , is part of a pattern of steel industry 
cutbacks which have caused about 20,000 
lay-offs in various steel communities. The 
steel industry blames foreign competition, 
particularly low-priced Japanese steel , for 
some of the plant closings. 
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The Rev. Donald Walton, United Meth
odist district superintendent in Youngstown, 
said that individuals and organizations are 
being asked to set aside up to $1 ,000 or 
more in special " Save the Valley" bank 
accounts . " If we can show there is substan
tial community support for a takeover, it 
would make it easier to get federal economic 
development money for the reopeni ng." 

On Apri l 13 in New York, investments 
representatives of six Protestant denomina
tions, the National Council of Churches and 
the U.S. Cathol ic Conference met to discuss 
how national church agencies can also 
partici pate wi th dollars in the " Save Youngs
town" bank accounts . If a feasi ble plan of 
local ownership is devised, account holders 
might be asked to convert them into shares in 
the new plant. 

A lready a Youngstown Roman Catholic 
congregation has opened a $50,000 ac-

count and steel and auto union locals also 
are setting up accounts . 

Under existing legis lation, the federal 
government cou ld provide aid to a commu
nity-worker control project, but probably 
would make no pledges w ithout evidence of 
strong community financial su pport. Federal 
aid guarantees, in turn, would generate 
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H a nd-colored p hotogrnph 
of your church 01· a n y 
scene on pretty 10'4 - in ch 
gold-rim plates. Orders 
fill ed fo r on e doze n or 
more plates. Also chu rch 
note pa pe1· in Quan t ity. 
W ri te for free infol'ma· 
tion. DEJ'T. WO 

FERRELL'S ART WARE 

. . . a key word in the Missional Priori
ties of the United Methodist Church: 

World Hunger, Evangelism, 
Ethnic Minority Local Church 

United Methodists are challenged to: 

help find solutions to the problem of 
world hunger 

join in making evangelism an integral 
part of our church's life 

affirm the need to strengthen our 
ethnic minority local churches 

Help your church meet all of these 
challenges. 

For more information write : 

United Methodist 
Communications 
1200 Davis St. 
Evanston, Ill. 60201 
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There's Never Been a "How To" 
Book Like This Before 

THE SPIRIT 
OF SYNERGY 

God's Power and You 
Ir. arch of r lief from crippling 

pain, a d pl committed Chri -
tian mini t r e plore uch di er e 
and ot ri area a ESP, hypno i , 

TM, biof dback-and l am how to 
acti at at wtll an incredibl ource of inner 

power that really heal . ow the Rev rend 
Keck har hi di co ery with you, making 

thi far mor than a piritual ad enture with a 
happy ending. Hi life-changing book 

spells out t chniqu for ynergizing mind/body/spirit to enhance 
human abilities and effect healing. K ck al o pres nt step-by-step 

dir ction for Meditative Prayer, a m thod of achieving closer 
r alization of G d . ot for the elf- ati fied or closed-minded, the 

Re er nd Keck' tory open up dynamic potential for tho e 
r ady to plore new room in th Architect' man ion. 

L. Robert K ck at YOUI coltetboty bookstore Cloth $6. 95 

c:"a 
tne book publlllllng deporlmenl or 

tne united ~Ill publ 5hlng hOUl9 

'"As a labor of love and an example of global evangelism and literacy 
instruction, the work of the Wycldfe Bible Translators cannot be 
matched ' - TIME magazine, January 9, 1978 

Read the story 
behind the news ... 

Join four Wycliffe Bible Translator families 1n 
the untouched depths of the Amazon iungle 
as they zealously labor to bring the Word of 
God to prim1t1ve tribes TO THE ENOS OF THE 
EARTH 1s an adventure story a travelogue 

a true and compelling witness to the power 
of Christian love and self-sacrifice 
Paperback, $2.95 

At your bookstore or wnte: 

~ CHRISTIAN HERALD BOOKS 
\9,' 40 Overlook Drive, Chappaqua, New York 10514 
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HE 
LESSON PIAN 

IOR CHRISTIAN 
TVCHIMG ... 

The International 
Lesson Annual, 1978-79 

A Comprehensive Commentary 
on the /ntemational 
Sunday School Lessons 

Carefully prepared lessons help 
develop a step-by-step plan for 
teaching. Discusses the content, 
meaning, and relevance of the 
Scripture. Each lesson contains 
introduction, explanation, text, 
application, teaching suggestions, and 
special features. Lessons cover each 
Sunday from September, 1978, 
through August, 1979. Edited by 
Horace R. Weaver. Lesson analysis by 
Charles M. Laymon. $4.50, paper 

Class Devotions: 
For Use with the 1978-79 
International Lessons 

Biblical teaching, current events, 
and historical facts are skillfully 
combined in this collection of fifty-two 
nondenominational devotions. Covers 
period from September, 1978, through 
August, 1979. Excellent for personal 
inspirational reading. Harold L. Fair. 
$3.50, paper 
"Their versatility is exceeded only by 
their excellence. " 

-Michigan Chrlatlan Advocate 

Ille book publishing deportment of 
Ille unlfed methodist publishing house 
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workers are going to school to get or finish a 
degree to prepare for a possible new job. But 
many feel hopeless and some sit on bar 
stools to while away the hours." 

Yoost sa id most of his personal counseling 
involves persons who are demoralized by 
the idleness and by taking money without 
having worked for it. 

" Youngstown is a classic case of what's 
happening in the whole country," said the 
Rev. Kinmoth Jefferson of the National 
Division's urban ministries' staff, who with 
other staff have advised the coalition . " The 
coalition's drive is a way of getting at the 
problem of corporate disinvestment, espe
cially in the northeast and north central 
regions where communities are being left in 
the lurch." 

The religious coalition and other public 
interest groups have charged Lykes, which 
acquired Youngstown Sheet and Tube in 
1969, with failing to live up to social and 
moral responsibilities in closing the plant. 
The coalition said Lykes' refusal to invest in 
new equipment and maintenance didn't 
" take into account the needs and desires of 
employees and the community at large." 

The coalition has also called for a 

comprehensive national policy to retain !Ind 
support the manufacture of basic steel. 

MRS. DODD DIES AT 96; 
FOUNDED FATHER'S DAY 

Mrs. Bruce Dodd , who was instrumental 
in the establishment of Father's Day as a 
national celebration, died in Spokane, 
Washington, on March 22 at the age of 96. 

Her original petition in 1910 recommend
ing adoption of a national day to honor 
fathers was not supported, receiving only 
two signatures. But she and others went 
ahead anyway and observed the nation's 
first Father's Day in Spokane on June 10, 
1910. 

Mrs. Dodd said the idea for Father's Day 
came to her during a Mother's Day church 
service in 1909. 

She said she was thinking of her mother 
who died in 1898 and "my thoughts natural
ly turned to my father who was left with the 
responsibility of raising six children. " 

Mrs. Dodd told her pastor after the ser
vice, "I liked everything you said about 
motherhood . However, don't you think fa
thers deserve a place in the sun, too?" 

Mini~t.y 
~ - amidst 

conflict 

Conflict in the Middle Eost has left a great number of children fatherless. With
out campensotion or other income. mothers most often ore unable to support 
their families. 

UMCOR. working through the Society of ln 'ash El-Usro is ministering to many 
of these children. UMCOR Child Support funds help provide care for these boys 
and girls in their own homes, instead of separating them from their families 
in an institution. 

More than 500 children are awaiting sponsorship by the Society. The average 
annual support cost for an elementary school child is $500. Your gift con help 

UMCOR continue its ministry of love ond concern. 
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Help UMCOR minister amidst conflict I 

I Cl ip th is coupon 
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UMCOR I Room 1439 CHURCH ANNUAL CONFERENCE I 
4 75 Riverside Drive The Un11ed Me1hod1s1 Child Suppor l Program is a part o l the world wide m1n1stry or 
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"Inspiring book on China" 
Canadian Far Eastern Newsktter 

LOVE AND STRUGGLE IN 
MAO'S THOUGHT 
by Raymond Whitehead 

"Analyzes the main concepts of Mao's 
thought. This stimulating book helps lo 
demystify Maoism and to clarify for West
ern readers some of the aspects of the 
Chinese Revolution that have significance 
fo r the rest of the world." Library journal 

CHINA AS A MODEL OF 
DEVELOPMENT 
by Al Imfeld 

" Brevity, simple prose, and clear 
exposition are hallmarks of this 
book." Library journal Cloth $5.95 

JAPANESE RELIGIOUS 
ATTITUDES 
by Fernando M. Basabe 

"A sociological study and analysis 
of the religious atti tudes of 
Japanese youth and of the religious 
atti tudes of ' th e man in the 
street.' " 
The Review of Books and Re I igion 

Paper $2 .95 

ASIAN VOICES IN 
CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY 
edited by Gerald H. Anderson 

" A well-organized guide to the de
velopment of Ch ristian theology in 
nine Asian countries." Annotated 
Booklis t 1977, the Methodist Church 

Cloth $15.00, Paper $7. 95 

Cloth $8.95, Paper $3 .95 

NO HANDLE ON THE 
CROSS 
by Kosuke Koyama 
"A Japanese writing from Siam,he 
helps us approach Christianity 
from a new angle .. .. Invaluable 
insights." Southern Cross 

Cloth $7.95, Paper $3 .95 

WATERBUFFALO 
THEOLOGY 
by Kosuke Koyama 

" Koyama 's writings , partially col
lected in Waterbuffalo Theology, mark 
him as the most original young 
voice in Asian theology." New 
World Outlook 

Paper $4 .95 

ORBIS BOOKS, Maryknoll , NY 10545 
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To keep abreast of missionary 
"Work and scholarship in 
six continents . .. 
The Occasional Bulletin 
of Missionary Research* 
Keeps you informed through fea
ture articles, theological probings, 
reviews of new books , policy 
statements from mission agencies , 
and reports from important confer-
ences. Its bibliographies , checklists 
of mission periodicals , and cover
age of new doctoral dissertations 
are essential tools for mission 
studies. 
You ' ll find much Third World thought 
in the Occasional Bulletin, because there 
is much to learn from the spiritual and 
theological vitality of the churches in Asia , 
Africa, and Latin America-where the 
majority of Christians will be living in the 
year 2000. 
In short, there is much ferment-and oppor
tunity-in world mission today. Keeping up is a 
difficult job. The Occasional Bulletin can help. Mail 
the coupon for your subscription , today. 

* The Occasional Bulletin of Missionary Research is a new quarterly 
journal , continuing the " Occasional Bulletin" from New York City's 
Missionary Research Library . Edited by Gerald H. Anderson and Norman 
A. Horner. Published by the Overseas Ministries Study Center, Ventnor, 
New Jersey. 

----------------------------------------------------Send me the OCCASIONAL BULLETIN OF MISSIONARY RESEARCH for: 
D three years $18 .00 D two years $12 .00 D One year $6.00 
D new subscription D renewal D payment enclosed D bill me 
Please pr int 

Name-----------------------------~ Address ___________________________ _ 
City State ______ Zip ____ _ 

Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery of first issue . 
Make checks payable and mail to: 
OCCASIONAL BULLETIN OF MISSIONARY RESEARCH 
Circulation Department 
P.O . Box 443 
Fort Lee , New Jersey 07024 


