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NISSION NENO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

March, 1978 

Wi lmington 10 . A United Methodist group has called for intervention by the U.S . 
Attorney General in the case of the so-called Wilmington 10, the nine black men 
and a white woman convicted in 1972 of fire-bombing a white-owned grocery and 
shooting at emergency personnel who responded to the alarm . "The recent reduc
tion of sentence by the Governor of North Carolina in no way deals with the 
basic question of the necessity to establish guilt beyond a reasonable doubt, " 
stated the Panel on International Affairs, a national UM coordinati ng group. 
North Carolina Governor James B. Hunt on January 23 reduced the sentences of 
nine members of the group, making them eligible for parole by the end of 1978, 
and the white woman is already free on parole . However the Rev . Benjamin F. 
Chavis , leader of the group and a United Church of Christ worker, will not be 
eligible for parole until January 1980 . UM bishops in the state expressed 
divergent views, Bishop Robert M. Blackburn calling the Governor's action "a 
good decision" while Bishop L. Scott Allen termed it "unhighly untenable. " 

Resignations . Sylvia Covarrubias, a Mexican-American and former director of 
the UM Board of Global Ministries, has resigned as director of the UM community 
center in Ozona, Texas . She said her local board of directors was "insensitive" 
to the legal struggle of Mexican Americans to increase their political repre
sentation in Crockett County . A group of Mexican Americans are challenging the 
results of a special election for county commissioners held last December 
following a Federal court ruling that districts had been gerrymandered to 
dilute the vote of the Chicano majority. Mrs. Buster Deaton, a Un i ted Methodist 
who has been chairman of the community center's boa rd of directors , said she 
was "sorry" to see Ms . Covarrubias leave and that the board "had ne ver re
strained her in any of her programs." She agreed with Ms. Covarrubias that the 
community was "tense" over the elections issue but added, "There are two s ides 
to the story . " . . . Stanley D. Morrow has resigned as general secretary of the 
UM General Board of Pensions effective Aug . l. Dr. Morrow, 39, head of the 
agency since 1975 said that he felt it was "an appropriate timetomakeachange i n 
my personal pursuits." His resignation will leave both of the Board ' s top staff 
positions vacant since the Rev . Sherman A. Cravens, associate general secretary, 
retires June 30. 

Record Giving . United Methodists gave $67,184,331 during 1977 to national and 
world programs of their denomination, 12 . 3 percent above 1976 giving. Some 
$5,679,915 of the increase was accounted for by new apportioned and vol unta ry 
benevolences for missional priorities and mass communications, which nonetheless 



lagged behind goals set for t hem by General Conference. Not included in the 
totals was more than $1 .1 bil l i on spent by congregations for pastors' salaries, 
operating expenses, programs and causes at local and regional levels . 

Cross and the Crescent. Chri stians are taking "an increasing interest" in the 
Muslim presence in the U.S., t he new National Council of Churches task force on 
Chris t ian -Muslim Relations has learned. Dr. Byron L. Haines , staff for the 
project, detailed forms of in ter faith involvement: churches making space avail
able for Muslim groups for wo r ship or meet i ngs, Christian families entertaining 
Muslim students, and an i nterfaith ministerial association meeting in the offices 
of a prominent Mu slim organi zation. As with Christian-Jewish dialogue, the most 
common method of encounter has been seminars or conferences on the Middle East, 
us ua ll y arranged by a th ird party. 

Heal t h and Welfa re . Wi th a generous gift from a Chinese physician, the Health 
and Welfa re Mi ni st ri es Division of the Board of Global Ministries has set up a 
leadersh i p trai ni ng fund for persons of Asian and Native American backgrounds. 
The docto r i s Do ra Ames Lee of Stockton, Californ i a , a member of the Division. 
The new fu nd complements the division's Kendall Fund, which helps train blacks 
and those wor king wi th blacks . .... Max Cleland, head of the U.S. Veterans 
Administration , has been named to a newly formed United Methodist Task Force on 
the Chu rch and Hand i capped Persons. He is one of five handicapped persons on 
the 11-member tas k force. Chairperson is Rev . David Severe, pastor of the 
Mayfa ir He ig hts UMC i n Oklahoma City. 

Eva ngel ism Vehicle. With teenage clowns aboard, the Good News Caravan will hit 
the road aga i n t hi s summer to dramatize Gospel stories. Conceived by the 
ecumeni cal Chri s ti an Min i stries of Del aware County in Muncie, Indiana, this 
Christian Ed uc ati on program on wheels performed before 36,000 people last summe~ 
Co-di rector s are Ric Ol son and Margie Brown, students at Uni t ed TheologicalS8'11illry 
in Dayton , Ohio. Ms . Brown was featured in the article, "Come Cl own With Me", in 
the December 1977 New World Outlook. 

Persons i n Mi ss ion. Three women--A Fijian social worker, a Chinese theologian 
and an India n headmistress of a girls' hostel--will engage in mission overseas 
with spec ial Person- in-Mi ssi on grants from the UM World Division. Amelia 
Ro kotuivuna, a former YWCA executi ve in Fiji, will minister to women and children 
primarily in t he South Pacifi c . Dr . Ivy Chou, Crusade Scholar and respected 
church leader , will join the Christian Study Center in Hong Hong for theological 
refl ection on t he Peopl e ' s Republic of China. Sundra Karodi, an Indian Methodist, 
wi ll spend a yea r i n the USA speaking in churches and working at Mccurdy School 
i n New Mexi co and the Red Bird Mission School in Appalachia. 

Mi ssion In terpreters. Betty and Guy Garrett, UM missionaries in Singapore, will 
be Missi on Interpreters i n residence in the South Central Jurisdiction for a 
year beginning July 1. They r eplace former Zaire missionaries Joanne and 
Stanley Mau ghlin, who are leaving for health reasons . 



One Great Hour of Sharing. March 5 marks the annual offering wh i ch prov i des t he 
largest source of undesignated income for the United Methodist Commi ttee on 
Relief. Giving to the One Great Hour of Sharing last year totaled $2,188,646, 
falling short of the $2.5 million target. The principal source of income for 
UMCOR, Advance Specials, provided $5,666,739, down 20.68 percent. 

Latin Bishops . New bishop of the Methodist Church of Peru is the Rev. Marco 
Aurelio Ochoa Amoretti, 52, a pastor, district superintendent and teacher. He 
had been acting bishop since the death of Bishop Wenceslao Bahamonde in a car 
accident last August . In Bolivia the Methodist Church has elected Zacarias 
Mamani, an Aymara Indian, as its bishop. A pastor, Mr. Mamani was one of a 
three-person national coordinating council which led the church in the past year 
following the resignation of Bishop Mortimer Arias. Both bishops were elected 
at their churches' general assemblies in recent weeks . 

Black Colleges. "No denomination even begins to support the black colleges it 
sponsors at the level of need and obligation", according to the president of 
Dillard University. Samuel DuBois Cook told a conference on the churches and 
higher education at Duke University that "the ministry of the church to blac k 
colleges must elevate these institutions to a central place in the life of t he 
church." The head of the United Methodist related institution said special 
programs of financial support such as the Black College Fund should be secondary 
rather than primary and that the denomination should give substantial appropri
ations from its World Service Fund to the 12 UMC black colleges. 

E. Stanley Jones. The Baltimore Conference of the UMC has set up a fund to . honor 
the late missionary evangelist. Creation of the fund, to support evangelism 
throughout the world, was announced February 7 by Bishop James K. Mathews of the 
Washington Area which includes the conference . Bishop Matthews' wife, Eunice, 
is the daughter of Dr. Jones. 

WCC Finances. The drop in the value of the dollar and the West German deutsche 
mark have dealt a serious blow to the f inances of the World Counc i l of Churches . 
World Council headquarters are located in Geneva, Switzerland, a country with 
one of the most stable currencies in the world . Its major contributors are 
member churches located in dollar, sterling and deutsche ma~k currency areas. 
Since the WCC's 1978 budget was adopted, the dollar has dropped 16% and the 
deutsche mark 8% in value against the Swiss franc causing a deficit of around 
13% in the budget. Since 1970, devaluation against the Swiss franc has been 
60% for the pound sterling, 54% for the dollar and 20% for the deutsche mark. 

Outler '. "Preoccupation with structure and organizational reform" and a "lack 
of truly preeminent church leadership" are two of the main weaknesses of con
temporary Protestantism in the United States", according to Albert C. Outler . 
The noted UM theologian told New Covenant, a magazine of the Catholic charismatic 
renewal movement, that 11 every0ne of the mainstream Protestant churches has, i n 
the recent past, undergone one or another radical experiment in restructure . So 



far as I can see, not a single one has delivered what it has promised. The 
result has been a lot of energy, time and money in efforts that have been 
counterproductive." Related to this is "the lack of men and women who tower 
above the multitude, who give tone, style and power to the spiritual movements 
of our time. 11 He said that it was not "simply nostalgia" to "wonder why our 
so-called leaders of today are more often mere office holders than movers and 
shakers. " 

Good News. Paul A. Mickey, associate professor of pastoral theology at Duke 
University Divinity School, was elected chairman of Good News, the UMC evan
gelical group, at its annual meeting in Orlando, Fla. Mrs. Helen Rhea Coppedge, 
head of the group 1 s Women 1 s Task Force, was named first vice-chairwoman. The 
group announced plans to devise strategies for the 1980 General Conference in 
areas such as the definition of pluralism in the church, a theological founda 
tion for mission efforts, ways to replace "quotas" in the denomination, and 
the need for family support systems. The meeting was preceded by a two -day 
"political strategy thinktank 11 at which participants discussed position papers 
on subjects such as "dealing with the UM women", "how to loosen up the system", 
and "mobilizing for political activity." At the meeting, the board expressed 
its opposition to the Board of Global Ministries policy not to hold national 
meetings in states that have not ratified the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Jews. The American Jewish Year Book in its 1978 edition estimates the world 1 s 
Jewish population as 14,259,525. This is an increase of 115,000 over last year; 
much of the growth (106,000) was in Isreal and is largely due to an increase in 
fertility. The U.S. remains the country with the largest number of Jews 
(5,775,935), followed by Israel (3,059,000) and the USSR (2,678,000). In the 
U.S., Jews comprise 2.7% of the population. 

Heart Disease. Speaking of Jews, religious Jews in Israel have been found to 
suffer one-half the number of heart attacks as non-religious Jews, according to 
a five-year study by professors at Tel Aviv University. Non-religious Jews 
also suffered more from ulcers but slightly less from diabetes. The religiously 
skeptical might note that the non-religious Jews were also much heavier smokers 
than their religious brothers and sisters. 

Black Methodists. "Strengthening the Black Church" will be the theme of Black 
Methodists for Church Renewal when they meet March 15-18 in Jackson, Miss. 
Emphasis will be on the local church, worship and college and seminary training. 

Philippines. Some 60 political prisoners in the Philippines have sent an appeal 
to the World Council of Churches asking it to promote "a sustained campaign to 
restore human rights and fundamental freedoms of the people in our country." The 
60, political prisoners in the Bicutan Rehabilitation Center, expressed gratitude 
to WCC general secretary Philip Potter for a cable he sent last September to 
Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos, Urging him to grant amnesty to political 
prisoners and restore human rights and fundamental freedoms in the country. The 
appeal said that the situation has grown worse since the national referendum in 
December which led to Ma rcos assuming the offices both of president and of prime 
minister. 
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=:Q EDITORIALSC!J 
Baptized Into His Death 

"Have you forgotten that when we were 
baptized into union with Christ Jesus we 
were baptized into his death?" 

(Romans 6:3) 

If that question were asked of most of us 
today the answer would probably be a 
reluctant yes, we had forgotten it. The last 
thing most people think about having at a 
three-hour Good Friday service is time out 
for a baptism . And the way baptism is 
conducted in so many churches today, 
surrounding the child with loving parents 
and a friendly congregation who promise 
to bring up the child in the " nurture and 
admonition" of the faith , the furthest thing 
from most minds at the time is the Roman 
equivalent of the electric chair . 

And yet what Paul is getting at in the fifth 
and sixth chapters of Romans is absolutely 
crucial to Christian faith: it is for us that 
Christ underwent the agony in Gethsem
ane, the desertion of his friends, the 
flogging by Pilate and the mocking by the 
soldiers, the nails hammered into his 
hands and feet, the despair of his seeming 
rejection by God, and his ultimate death. 
And it is for us that he rose again from the 
dead on the third day. The Christian is not 
one who says simply that there is a good 
possibility these things happened, or who 
reads the record of these events with the 
detachment of an historian . Instead the 
Christian is one who enters into these 
events, appropriates them in his or her 
baptism, lying dead with him so that " as 
Christ was raised from the dead in the 
splendor of the Father, so also we might set 
our feet upon the new path of life" 
(Romans 6:4). The person we were, says 
Paul, has " been crucified with Christ." 

The Lenten season and its Easter climax 
force the Christian to question the extent of 
his or her own identification with Christ. 
As the Collect fo r Good Fr iday from the 
Common Prayer at Taize says : "O God, it 
is your will that we should be baptized into 
the death of your Son our Saviour; give us 
true repentance that we may pass with him 
through the grave and gate of death, and be 

1 reborn to new life in joy, through him who 
died, was buried and who rose for us, Jesus 
our Lord . Amen." 

The Settlements Issue 
When Egyptian President Anwar Sadat 

made his historic trip to Jerusalem last 
November a number of observers regretted 
only that the trip wasn ' t made sooner when 
the Labor Party was in power. Then there 
might have been more of a hope for 
compromise. The alternate view was that 
Mr. Begin , representing Israel's conserva
tive parties, might do for negotiations with 
the Arabs what President Nixon did with 
China or what Charles de Gaulle did with 
Algeria, that is, make the policy decisions 
only a credible conservative could get 
away with making. But now four months 
later it appears that the first view is closer to 
the truth of the matter. By continuing to 
create Israeli settlements in occupied Arab 
territory, even again t the expressed 
wishes of his closest ally, Mr. Begin is too 
obviously prisoner of his own ideology and 
background to be the right man at the right 
time. The Israeli settlements in the Sinai 
and the West Bank have become what 
every knowledgeable observer of the 
Midd le East has known for the last seven or 
eight years they would become-a major 
stumb ling block toward peace. 

To be fair about it, Mr. Begin has a 
problem with regard to the Arabs which 
Mr. Nixon did not have with the Chinese or 
de Gau I le with the Algerians. A large body 
of opi nion in Israel has always claimed a 
divine or historical right to eretz Israel, the 
bib I ical boundaries of Palest ine west of the 
Jordan river. Some have even contended 
fo r both sides of the Jordan . In their hearts 
many Israelis wish the 700,000 Arabs on 
the West Bank would just go away. Short of 
that, much Israeli policy simply pretends · 
the Arabs aren't real ly there or won ' t be 
there indefinitely. The Prime Minister 
speaks of this area as Judea and Samaria, as 
if the population consisted as it did in 
biblical days of a majority of Jews and a 
minority of Samaritans. 

On the other hand, Mr. Sadat, despite 
his short visit to Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, 
sti l l shows no sign of understanding what 
the Holocaust means to Jews today in 
terms of their passion for security or of how 
they could have an attachment to the land 
that is every bit as strong as his . Mr. Sadat 
may think he has comprehended these 
needs but his statements do not really 
support that. 

Still , he has in our view by far the better 
part of the argument because he recog
nizes that the essentia l issue in the Middle 
East is justice for the Palestinians. He is 

clearly right that self-determ ination must 
mean eventually self-rule for the Palestin
ians. That he avoided mention of the PLO 
in his address in the Israeli Knesset shows 
some sensitivity at least to Israeli attitudes. 
In contrast, the Israeli offer of limited civil 
self rule on the West Bank is no offer at all, 
and he knows it and rightly rejects it. Some 
people have hoped that the parties could 
evolve a transitional plan for the Palestin
ians on the West Bank leading to self rule 
after a number of years. However, before 
this step can be reached there must be 
some agreement on the rights of the 
Palestinians and Mr. Sadat understands 
that no such agreement is possible now the 
way the Israelis are talking about their 
settlements. 

The basic issue in the Middle East, as 
journalist I. F. Stone pointed out years ago, 
is sti 11 the struggle of two people for the 
same land . In such a struggle the extremists 
or " maximal ists" on either side, who 
essentially want it all , will have as their 
unwitting allies the extremists on the other 
side. The one wi 11 justify the position of the 
other, and for years this has been true of 
Israel 's right wing and the hard line 
elements of the Palestine Liberation Orga
nization . Those who want a genuine 
compromise will find themselves with few 
friends and in need of help from the 
enemy. 

The best basis for the compromise 
needed in the Middle East is still the United 
Nations Resolution 242 . The essential 
formula here, including security for Israel 
and recognition of her right to exist, the 
inadmissibility of acquiring territory by 
force, and justice for refugees, is at the 
heart of any permanent peace. In addition 
there is now widespread recognition that 
there must be some kind of self-determina
tion for the Palestinians. This doesn't have 
to mean the PLO, but it also doesn't mean 
only what the Israelis say it should mean. 
By his trip to Jerusalem Mr. Sadat " bit the 
bullet" and showed himself to be the one 
man in the Middle East most willing to 
make the necessary compromises . For this 
he received mostly brickbats from his 
fellow Arabs . He hoped he would get help 
from Israel in compensation, but so far he 
hasn't . There may be room for compro
mises on the settlements, but most if not al I 
of them wi 11 have to go eventually if 
self-determination for Palestinians is to 
have any meaning at all . 

9 



I n recent years the eyes of the 
world have focused on South 
Africa, looking with increasing 

disgust on the system of legally enforced 
racial discrimination which disenfran
chises and oppresses the nation's eigh
teen million black people in the land of 
their birth . Even among those who 
suffer from the system there remains the 
capacity to think, feel , love and share 
with each other. As one young man 
from Soweto, Johannesburg's spraw~iAg 
black suburb, put it, " no authority can 
control our brains and our hearts, even 
though they try." 

The Hillbrow Boys 

That young man is named Bheki 
Sibeko and he has more than proven his 
point by embarking on a remarkable 
one man mission to reach some of the 
most neglected and forgotten victims of 
the apartheid system. Although Bheki 
was orphaned when only two months 
old, he has managed to turn his own ill 
fortune into good for others . Feeling 
insecure, unwanted and unloved, it 
always seemed that the normal things in 
life were not meant for him . But he 
received some help and kindness along 
the way and ten years ago, while still in 
high school, he began to notice others 
in an even worse situation than him
self-the runaways . 

In Johannesburg's central Hillbrow 
district, where the lights are bright and 
night life flourishes for the affluent white 
population, at nightfall small African 
boys emerge from the shadows . They 
linger in the doorways of closed shops 
and search the garbage behind restau
rants for food. They only come out at 
night, preferring to sleep and keep out 
of sight during the day. Their "homes" 
are parks, garages, back alleys or 
basements. Survival for them depends 
on their ability to beg, steal , scrounge or 
do odd jobs. Sometimes they offer to 
"keep an eye" on the cars of theater 
goers and direct traffic in the hopes of 
getting a small tip, or they may offer to 
wash cars and shine shoes. Shunned by 
both blacks and whites because of their 
filthy appearance, wild ways and crude 
language, they feel so desperately 
unwanted that they will flee if they see 
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someone staring at them . 
Although Bheki had been noticing 

these boys for years, he did not know 
what could be done for them . After the 
Soweto riots of June 1976, he became 
involved with a group of young people 
who engaged in relief work among the 
riot victims whose homes had been 
de troyed by rampaging migrant work
ers . This group of Soweto students 
called them elves Phanani , meaning 
" help one another" in Zulu . They 
worked under the leadership of Lindy 
Myeza, the first African woman to be 
hired by the Methodist church in 
Johannesburg to do community work 
(story in April issue of Response maga
zine). This gave him some special 
training and experience in helping 
people repair shattered lives and gain 
some sense of hope for the future . Then, 
like thousands of others in South Africa, 
during a general security sweep that 
followed the unrest created by the riots, 
Bheki was detained by the police and 
held without charge for four months. 
When he was released he decided to 
devote all of his time and energy to the 
runaways . 

A Sense of Identification 

He felt a strong sense of identification 
with these boys because of the insecuri
ty and instabili ty of his own background 
so, to appease his conscience, he began 
to seek them out. Beginn ing by simply 
bringing them food and clothing, he 
gradually won their trust and confi
dence and got them to share some of 
their problems. He collected an initial 
group of fifteen boys, aged 5 through 
16, and divided them into three differ
ent age groups. Arrangements were 
made for them to sleep at a mission 
house in the center of town while during 
the day Bheki took them out to Soweto 
where their needs could be met within 
the context of the black community. In 
addition to their very basic material 
needs, Bheki found that the boys 
suffered an extremely low self-image, 
feeling despised by everyone who saw 
them. So one of the first jobs was to get 
them bathed and to replace their 
tattered rags with proper clothes. In 
some cases medical care was required 

to remedy the effects of exposure, 
malnutrition, tuberculosis and drug 
abuse. Each visit to the clinic cost the 
equivalent of $1 .15 and some cases 
necessitated hospitalization . 

A Soccer Game 

Almost immediately, Bheki attempt
ed to form the boys into a soccer team. 
Their enthusiasm was such that they 
required little coaching from Bheki . 
They picked their own name, assigned 
each other to positions and practiced 
diligently. When they had shown suffi 
cient signs of progress, Bheki went to 
the vice-principal of a local high school 
and asked if a soccer match could be 
arranged between his boys and some of 
the high school students . He met with 
the student team and explained what 
kind of boys they would be dealing 
with, asking them to be particularly 
tolerant of their language and rough 
behavior. When the match was fin
ished, the runaways had won, 4-2 . This 
was to be a major turning point in 
developing a stronger self-image in the 
boys. 

To help get them motivated, Bheki 
began showing them some of the 
alternatives that lay before them. He 
made arrangements for the boys to meet 
with the staff at a black bank. He 
coached the staff ahead of time in what 
to expect from his I ittle ruffians and gave 
them some tips on what to say to them . 
After a tour around the bank and being 
shown the various jobs, they were told 
by the staff that they too might one day 
become bank managers or tellers if they 
studied hard and gave up all bad habits 
like smoking and using drugs. Similarly, 
the boys were taken to vocational 
schools where they learned what wou Id 
be required of them if they were to 
become carpenters, brick layers or 
motor mechanics. After each visit, 
Bheki asked if any of the boys thought 
they would like to pursue that profes
sion themselves. When any responded 
he would make them write it down 
saying, "Now you know what you want 
to be and that is what you are going to 
be." 

In a similar vein, but with an opposite 
effect, he took the boys around to places 

"Survival for 
these boys 
depends on 
their ability 
to beg, steal, 
scrounge, or 
do odd jobs." 
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the program 

includes daily 
devotional 

readings from 
the Bible." 

where hard-core indigents and hobos 
live, pointing out the desperate quality 
of their lives. He told the boys, " These 
people have no chance now because 
they are old . They are not like you-you 
can still be healthy, but if you carry on 
you will be just like these people and 
have no future ." He also took them to 
the hostels in Soweto where the migrant 
workers live in extremely cramped 
quarters. They are forced to sign work 
contracts for a year at a time which keep 
them in the cities, away from their 
homes and families in the rural areas. 
The boys talked with the workers to find 
out what the quality of life is for 
unskilled workers who have little or no 
choice about how they will make a 
living. 

Changing Some Habits 

After all the lectures on the necessi
ties of clean living from the various 
professional people they had met, the 
boys began asking Bheki about some of 
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their habits-why they should not 
smoke dagga (marijuana) or sniff glue. 
He was startled by their receptivity to 
his answers . The boys formulated a 
competition to see who could give up 
al I addicting habits the fastest and 
within one and a half weeks they were 
all clean, even from habitual cigarette 
smoking. Later, as newcomers joined 
the group, the original boys would 
ostracize them until they also gave up 
their habits. They would explain to the 
newcomers that they were going to be 
bank tellers or motor mechanics and 
that they couldn 't succeed unless they 
gave up these things . They even elab
orated further reasons for getting clean 
that Bheki had never heard of. 

For Bheki , everything he does comes 
from a deep Chri stian commitment and 
he tries to share this with the boys. Part 
of their program includes a daily short 
devotional period where one boy is 
asked to read a particular Bible passage 
and another makes some comments 
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and reflects upon it. Bheki always tries 
to choose verses that will relate to the 
planned activities for the day or that wi 11 
speak to some particular need one of the 
boys might be feeling. Bheki hopes that 
in this way they will be able to see the 
love and fellowship of Chri st through 
very practical applications. 

An important part of restoring a sense 
of normalcy to the otherwise very wild 
ways of these boys lay in cultivating 
socially acceptable behavior and lan
guage. In this effort, the boys also soon 
became their own best teachers. They 
grilled each other even more sternly 
than Bheki did in the subleties of good 
manners and clean language. They take 
great pride in being considered well 
mannered and are highly flattered by 
the compliments they receive. 

Once when Bheki took the boys into 
the offices of the World newspaper, the 
reporter was so impressed that she 
described in her article how the boys 
had been so well-behaved , thanking 
her for pies they had been given and 
even praying before they ate . These 
newly-acquired skills in basic social 
behavior is just the beginning for 
communicating and functioning in a 
normal way within their community. It 
opens the way for them to return to 
schools and families, confident that 
they can conduct themselves in every 
kind of social setting. 

Probing Backgrounds 

When a high level of trust and 
understanding had been achieved , 
Bheki began to probe into the back
grounds of each boy. As each one grew 
in self-confidence and began to see 
something brighter ahead in his future, 
the feeling of closeness and security in 
the group also developed . With his 
quiet, patient manner, the boys came to 
look upon Bheki as a father and he 
developed an intense love and loyalty 
for "his children ." They could under
stand each other and share freely with 
each other in a way that most of them 
had never felt before. Finally they 
reached the point when they would , as 
Bheki says, "freely, lovingly and obe
diently" tell him everything about their 
past lives and what had induced them to 
run away from home. He learned the 
background of each boy and then 
hunted out their original families or 

homes. At times this meant driving as 
many as two hundred miles in a day 
traversing the huge township of Soweto 
in search of some trace of relatives or 
guardians for these boys. 

Eventually all of the families were 
found . Without having the boys along, 
Bheki tried to get to know each family 
situation and hear their side of the story . 
Then he wou ld compare accounts with 
what the boys themselves had told him 
and then formul ate a more complete 
picture of the true nature of their 
problems. In al l cases he found that the 
boys had come from untypical families 
and homes where poverty and the harsh 
effect of apartheid limitations had been 
particularly felt. Some were illegitimate 
children being raised by feeble or 
begrudging grandparents, others came 
from situations where alcoholism was a 
big problem. Others had suffered from 
the migratory labor system, which very 
often breaks up families . In one case, 
the authorities had ordered a boy's 
parents to separate because they were 
from different parts of the country and 
his father did not qualify to reside in the 
same place as his mother. In every case, 
poverty was an important factor . None 
of the boys had come from homes 
where both natural parents were 
present. 
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Bheki Sibeko, who was once detained by 
African police for four months without 
charges, has devoted all his time and 

energy to the runaways. 

But to his surprise, Bheki found that 
most of the things that had triggered 
leaving home were not based on 
insurmountable obstacles . Very often, 
the child , because of his insecure status 
and feeling generally unwanted, would 
overreact to seemingly petty irritations. 
For example, if a child was told too 
often that he annoyed his guardian, he 
might run away, or an illegitimate child 
was made to feel unwelcome because 
of his " no-good" mother. In some cases 
Bheki talked with both the family and 
the boy and got them to see the ways in 
which they had misunderstood or ag
gravated each other unnecessarily . Four 
of his boys were able to return to their 
families . Of the original fifteen, the 
other eleven have been placed in a 
boarding school now. But they all still 
keep in touch and continue to be 
strengthened by the caring and under
standing that grew up within their little 
community . Bheki makes a point of 
visiting those who are living with their 
families at least once a month and 
regularly corresponds with those who 
have gone away to school . 

Only Just Beginning 

this work with the runaways quietly on 
his own . But now that he is confident 
that what he has to offer is concrete and 
produces good results, he is trying to 
win public support for his work. Until 
recently he operated out of his own 
personal savings and from funds that 
had been designated for relief work after 
the Soweto riots by the South African 
Council of Churches. But both sources 
are now exhausted . Although many 
people are interested in what he is 
doing, the response so far has been 
disappointing. The black community 
itself is so impoverished that it can 
hardly pay the salaries of regular 
ministers, much less engage in mission 
outreach work. After an article about 
the runaways appeared in the black 
newspaper, the World, the response 
came mainly from concerned parents 
and guardians who wanted Bheki to 
help them locate their own missing 
children. Most of them were from the 
very poorest sector of the society and 
could offer nothing financially to help 
him in this work. 

Big Dreams-Small Budget 

But he is not discouraged, feeling that 
But Bheki ' s work was only just now that he knows what works, he is 

beginning with these original fifteen more determined than ever not to give 
boys. Even though they are all accom- up. His dreams are big even if his 
modated one way or another, he has budget is not. He feels some kind of a 
now taken on another group of thirty- home is needed where the boys can be 
five. His aims are to try to accomplish taken while their reorientation is taking 
the same good resu Its in getting the boys place. The first few weeks after they are 
back into a more normal life with taken off the streets are often quite 
families or attending school. But he has difficult and their behavior is quite wild 
been tremendously hampered by a lack and unmanageable. Ideally the boys 
of finances . Instead of bringing them should feel they have a home of their 
into Soweto from Hillbrow, he has own so that even those who return to 
begun work ing with boys who are not their families or go to school can feel 
quite as advanced in their alienation there is a place they can come to if they 
from home. These boys live in the run into difficulties. 
streets of Soweto and haven't yet Already the local police are willing to 
ventured into the glaring, hostile white gi ve children over into his care from the 
city center. jails . They claim that they have to 

Bheki is a firm believer that people protect local shopowners from these 
should act and not just talk, so he began children stealing food , but otherwise do 
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not consider them old enough to be 
responsible for their actions. They feel 
they are doing them a favor by jailing 
them because it wi 11 give them a place 
to stay for a few days . Bheki would like 
to be able to empty all the jails of their 
young wards. 

With enough backing, Bheki would 
also like to expand the work to the many 
young girls who are also deeply into 
trouble . Once while talking to some of 
the street boys in Hillbrow, a nineteen
year-old girl overheard the conversa
tion and so asked if he could help her 
too . She had been a runaway from her 
home since the age of twelve and was 
now the unwed mother of a three-year 
old baby. Since she was out of a job she 
couldn't support the child . Having no 
home of her own she lived illegally with 
a cousin who was a domestic worker 
residing at the home of her white 
employers. Since no black children are 
allowed in white areas, the baby had to 
be sent away to an indifferent foster 
family. 

Bheki feels that a large part of the root 
problem lies within the community. 
People fai I to recognize the factors that 
lead up to the problems which make 
children run away from home. Al
though the black community is severely 
restricted and limited in its own capaci
ty to prosper, Bheki feels that the simple 
gifts of love, care and understanding 
can sti 11 be offered to those most in 
need . He is trying to reach all of the 
adults in the black community, helping 
them to recognize the situation and take 
some responsibility for the plight of 
these children. 

Although it is his dream to get the 
children functioning as completely vi
able members of society, his goal does 
not end with meeting their most basic 
needs. For Bheki, nothing has been 
gained unless they have developed not 
only an appreciation for themselves, 
but also for other people. He stresses 
how much it meant in his own life to 
have been helped by someone when he 
was otherwise abandoned and alone. It 
is his hope that his boys will also grow 
into generous, caring and thoughtful 
citizens . These are qualities that will 
last and multiply long after they have 
each gone their separate ways. No 
matter what the future of South Africa, 
there is hope for a special kind of person 
who simply will not stand by and 
tolerate the suffering of other people. • 

Julia Wells has recently returned from 
South Africa, where she was doing 
research for a graduate degree. 



CHARLES BREWSTER 

W hat is the single greatest threat to 
the needs and rights of ch ildren 
in the U.S. ? Is it child abuse? Is it 

neglect by parents? Is it chi Id pornogra-
phy? Or a juvenile justice system which 
too readily locks kids up? 

In the viewpoint of psychologist 
Kenneth Keniston , in terms of sheer 
quantity the single most decisive threat 
to children is poverty itself. Severe 
financial strains afflict as many as 30 
percent of American families, affecting 
tens of millions of children. The top fifth 
of American families receives approxi
mately 48 percent of all family income, 
the bottom fifth four percent. Dr. 
Keniston, whoteachesatM.l.T. and has 
written several widely praised books on 
children and young people (i ncluding 
The Uncommitted), is the chairman of 
the Carnegie Council on Children, a 

"We have a tremendous 
myth in this country 
about the freedom 

of the family 
to shape the child." 

Eileen Lindner 

non-profit organization which has just 
released a report on children. 

Says the Rev. Eileen Lindner, a 
United Presbyterian minister who is 
associate for youth concerns for the 
National Council of Churches, " We 
have a tremendous myth in this country 
about the freedom of the family to shape 
the child . How much freedom does a 
mother have to shape her children if 
they are always malnouri shed and 
hungry and she has to worry about 
putting bread on the table every day?" If 
an adult is undernourished for 18 
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"A society that 
will not treat 

its children 
with equity 
is taking a 
great risk 

with its future." 

months, she notes, he or she becomes 
gaunt and may suffer some di seases . But 
these can usually be cured and the adult 
can regain his or her weight. But if a 
six-year-old chi ld is malnourished for 
18 months it can have a considerable 
long-lasting effect, perhaps even brain 
damage, resulting in "a I ife sentence for 
the child ." 

Ms. Lindner, who is one of the eleven 
United States commiss ioners for the 
International Year of the Child in 1979, 
also believes it is very important to state 
that advocacy for children is not oppo
sition to parents. We are accustomed to 
thinking of advocacy of the rights of one 
group automatically implying opposi
tion to the dominance of another, and it 
is easy to fall into the trap of viewing 
child advocacy as opposition to par
ents. While this may seem true in some 
extreme instances, as in specifi c cases 
of child abuse, the Carnegie Council 
report goes out of its way to underline 
the importance of parenting and the 
family . 

The Carnegie Council has outlined 
what it believes should be the goals of a 
new child and family policy for thi s 
country. 

These are to provide maximum 
choice for parents about the ways they 
can bring up their children, to provide 
maximum information to all parents so 
that these choices can be informed 
ones, to keep families together and 
interdependent in times of crisis, and to 
provide a range of family support 
services which are accessible to all 
families equitably. 

Also, the Council felt we should 
assure maximum parent participation 
and authority in planning and imple
menting family services, provide for 
responsible community-based evalua
tion of public and private programs, 
recognize and reinforce diversity and 
pluralism in family life and values, and 
be sure that all policies are considered 
in the light of the cost of doing nothing, 
the cost of alternatives, and long term 
consequences. 

Most of all , the council emphasized 
that the needs of young children should 
always be considered in the context of 
the needs of their families-and, in 
particular, their parents. 

As Dr. Keniston told U.S. News and 
World Report recently, "The main thing 
is for parents not to be intimidated . 
Parents aren't perfect, but they' re al
most always the world 's greatest experts 
on their children. Most special
ists see a piece of the child, but parents 
see how the pieces fit together." 
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Clearly, the family is the best place to 
sta rt in the effort to improve the quality 
of life for America's children. The 
family, however, is currently undergo
ing a period of enormous transition. 
Many experts fear that the children and 
their rights will be lost in the shuffle. The 
divorce rate has doubled in the last ten 
years. Two out of every five children 
born in this decade will live in single
parent homes for at least part of their 
youth . More than half of all mothers 
with school-age children now work 
outside the home. One out of every 
three school children lives in a home 
headed by only one parent or relative. 
And day care of irregular quality is 
replacing the parental role in many 
working families. 

The single most significant impact on 
families is not the divorce rate, which 
has shown signs of stabilizing, but the 
increase of working mothers. Dr. Paul 
C. Glick, of the Bureau of the Census, 
told the New York Times recently that 
" Women who enter the marketplace 
gain greater confidence, expand their 
social circles independent of their 
husbands' friends, taste independence 
and are less easy to satisfy, and more 
likely to divorce later." More and more 
women are unwilling to remain at home 
with the children and house
work-" trapped" is the word they use 
the most often . The reasons propelling 
mothers into the "work-a-day" world 
are complex, but family finances are 
usually a major consideration . In 1975, 
27 million children under 18 had 
mothers who worked, and almost a 
quarter were pre-school age. 

Gloria Johnson* is the divorced 
mother of two children, a boy aged 11 
and a girl of 8. She enjoys her work as a 
typist in the local office of the State 
Attorney General and earns $8500 
annually. Her ex-husband provides 
$100 a month for child support and no 
alimony. She is due at the office at 8:30 
a.m. and is finished at 5:00 p.m., with 
half an hour for commuting each day. 
Her children are due in school at 8:45 
and are out at 3 :00, with a 15 minute 
walk in each direction . Mrs. Johnson 
has managed her budget so that she can 
provide the basic needs for her family 
and she knows that her children do not 
need her at home during most of the 
day. She is deeply concerned, howev
er, about what her children do after 
school and what happens to them 
during the summer. 

Mrs. Johnson is a working mother 
who is typical of a rapidly growing 
segment of the population, families 
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headed by women . Over the last ten 
years families headed by women with 
children grew ten times as fast as 
two-parent families . Now, one out of 
every seven children in the U.S . lives in 
a family where, because of death, 
divorce, separation , or out-of-wedlock 
birth , the father is absent. Only a tiny 
percentage of these women have inde
pendent means. 

A very large percentage of these 
families are poor, and a large propor
tion of poor families are those headed 
by single women. One reason these 
families are poor is that many fathers fai I 
to pay child support. Forty percent of all 
divorced fathers are not contributing to 
their families one year after the divorce. 
By ten years after the divorce, only 20 
percent are making any child support 
payments . 

Juanita Thomas* and her two chil
dren are on public assistance. Mrs. 
Thomas works part time (20 hours per 
week) at the minimum wage. She and 
her two children aged 11 and 15 live in 
a public housing project and receive 
Medicaid benefits. The children do not 
see their father, who deserted the family 
when they were toddlers. The rest of 
Mrs. Thomas' family lives in Mississippi 
and the children have not visited their 
grandparents in four years . The Thomas 
budget does not allow for anything but 
necessities-no movies, books, games, 
or new clothes. Mrs. Thomas is increas
ingly worried about her teenage daugh
ter who spends all her free time with a 
group of youngsters who are "trouble." 

According to the Carnegie Council, 
"more than 60 percent of the 6.3 million 
white children living in female headed 
households lack basic access to essen
tials, and for children under six in these 

households, the figure rises to · 75 
percent. Almost six out of ten black 
children grow up with less than this 
minimum. For black children in female 
headed households, it is five out of six." 

The real opposition to chi Id advocacy 
is a general tendency to view these 
problems as " kiddie issues, " with the 
accompanying implication that chil
dren are not really important. Says Ms. 
Lindner, "The church has always cared 
for chi ld ren . Church leaders in the past 
were very influential in abolishing child 
labor laws. We do need now to begin to 
look at the implications for kids of all 
our legislation . These are very serious 
social justice issues, not just 'kiddie 
issues. ' A society that wi 11 not treat its 
children with equity is taking a great risk 
with its future." 

One of the specific issues which 
attracts interest in child advocacy is that 
of child abuse. Each year at last half a 
million children are sexually abused, 
physically abused or severel y neglected 
by their parents. Another form of child 
abuse is child pornography, which is 
now a billion-dollar industry in maga
zines and films in which the use of real 
children is common. Some parents are 
even volunteering their own children 
for smut productions . And some of 
these children become victims of in
cest. Like poverty, these experiences 
can scar a chi Id for I ife. Experts note that 
children who pose for porn pictures are 
often unable to find sexual fulfillment as 
adults . 

Another specific area of concern is 
that of juvenile justice. Children often 
are charged with "offenses" against the 
law for doing things, such as leaving 
home, which woufd not be offenses for 
adults. Most experts agree that the 
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"More than 60 percent of the 6.3 million white children 
in female headed households have less than the basic essentials; 

for black children in female headed households it is five out of six." 

United States is far too quick to 
institutionalize and incarcerate youth
ful offenders and too slow to create 
community based treatment facilities 
on a smaller scale . One type of program 
being encouraged these days is peer 
counseling for runaways . Counselors 
who themselves are between 15 and 18 
years old receive 50 hours of training 
and in-service supervision in counsel
ing troubled youth . 

As important as these individual 
programs are, Dr. Keniston and many 
other authorities in this field insist that 
the system will continue to produce 
victims faster than we can salvage them 
until we move toward changing the 
deeper forces that are causing the 
damage. There must be, they say, a 
major effort at full employment, to 
underwrite the economic base of fami
lies, plus some major changes in the 
work world itself. These would include 
greater availability of child care and 
other family support services as well as 
improved wage rates and benefits for 
part-time workers (mostly women). The 
Carnegie Council also urges greater 
legal protection to assist rather than 
penalize troubled families . These 
should be accompanied by a wide 
range of pub I ic services " to support and 
strengthen-not to replace-families in 
the rearing of their children ." The 
stress, they say, should be on preven
tion, especially in health care for 
children. 

To pursue these ends will require, 
says Dr. Keniston , more recognition of 
the link between children and politics . 
"It seems to me," he told a day long 
session on child advocacy at the 
lnterchurch Center in late October, 
"that too often the people who care for 
children have not known how to 
participate effectively in politics in the 
best sense-and too often politicians 
have not cared enough about the 
realities of supporting children and 
families ." • 

*(Illustrations in this article are taken from 
" The Children 's Political Checklist," pub
lished by the Carnegie Council on Children.) 

New World Outlook • March 1978 [113] 17 



TRACY EARLY 

Some are blind; some sit in wheel- ministerwhoenjoyslivingitupwithold 
chairs; some have other handicaps. But people. The Rev. Garland Pollard , a 
they all sing with enthusiasm. native of Farmville, Va ., and graduate 

For I have touched the hem of His of Drew Theological Seminary, is 30. 
garment " The couple nearest me and my wife in 
And His power has made me age are 45, " he says. " We have three 
whole. 90-year-olds that come every Sunday. 

A spirit in the room testifies that they This area has more senior citizens than 
are singing the truth, whatever precon- any other place in the country except St. 
ceptions one may have about the Petersburg, Florida." 
handicapped . This age distribution has made the 

Last year members of Trinity United church sensitive to the problems of 
Methodist Church in Jersey City, N.J., physical infirmity. And when a fire in 
decided on seven " miracles" they 1965 made it necessary to build a new 
wanted to see come to pass . One was a church, some unusually advanced 
program for handicapped adults. thinking led to adoption of design 

No church they knew of conducted features needed by the handicapped. 
such a program, but Trin ity had a few The main areas of the building all lie on 
handicapped adults in its own member- the same level , so that no stepping up or 
ship, and others from the community down is necessary. Bathroom doors are 
would be invited to join in. It is a small wide enough for wheelchairs. 
church of some 140 members, but an Trinity decided that its newly-formed 
active church accustomed to taking on group for handicapped adults would be 
mission projects of many kinds. So it called the Guild for People with Special 
inaugurated its program for the handi- Needs, a name intended to express the 
capped in June, and by the end of the widest possible openness. Along with 
year some two dozen people were the physically handicapped, it would 
meeting at the church every other include the " walking wounded" whose 
Wednesday afternoon . handicaps were internal. When the 

Trinity is a chu rch with an elderly members later designed their banner, 
congregation and a young, enthusiastic somebody made the name read Open 
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Guild for People with Special eeds. 
Also on the banner is a shield, 

divided by a cross into four parts. One 
corner has a figure in a wheelchair to 
symbolize the handicapped; another 
has a heart to symbolize love, and the 
others have an eye and an ear to 
symbolize the need for people to see 
and hear each other truly. 

Some people attending Guild meet
ings do not have any handicaps an 
ordinary observer could discern . Mag
dalene Antonovich, a Trinity member 
for 53 years, complains of nothing more 
drastic than a little bursitis in one arm. 
But the Guild has become a vital part of 
her life. " My special need is to be with 
people," she says . 

Similarl y, Ella Rowlands, a widow 
whose two sons are now both married 
and away from home, says, " To come 
here and work with these people is such 
an outlet now that I'm living alone for 
the first time in my life." 

I will go singing, 
I will go singing, 
I will go singing in my oul. 

Guild programs include a lot of 
singing, along with prayer, conversa
tion on the Scripture , craft and 
refreshments. Mr. Pollard serve a 
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general leader of the meetings, and 
expounds the theory that good singing 
has nothing to do with the possession of 
good voices. 

Under his full crop of red hair, behind 
his full beard, he also has a few tricks in 
mind to keep things rolling merrily. 
Suddenly he announces that the group 
is about to be entertained by a quartet. 
However, the quartet's song has not yet 
been selected, he reports, and, to tell a 
little more of the truth, the quartet itself 
has not been selected. 

So let whoever would like to nomi
nate someone for this honor speak out. 
Shortly, four people have gleefully 
volunteered fellow group members to 
sing. But then, in a slight twist of the 
rules, it turns out that not the four who 
were volunteered are to sing, but the 
four who were so brash as to do the 
volunteering. 

With the tables turned, the quartet 
withdraws to decide on their song, and 
then returns to make Mr. Pollard stand 
before them as they exuberantly render 
"For He's a Jolly Good Fellow." 

The musical side of Guild meetings 
gets a considerable boost from three 
members who live at a local home for 
the blind, St. Joseph's. Ruth Currey 

plays the tambourine; Kenneth West 
plays the piano; Louis Thorpe will sing a 
solo ("It Is No Secret What God Can 
Do") or lead group singing ("Sing it, 
saints! " he commands, going into the 
chorus), or both . 

Mr. Thorpe and Mr. West-a con
trasting pair of tall and short, thin and 
fat, perpetually smiling and perpetually 
sober-faced, black and white-go to a 
Pentecostal church in the Bronx, trans
ported there every Sunday by friends 
with a car. The tambourinist is a convert 
to Catholici sm. 

At lunch the two men produce a 
continual stream of verbal jokes that are 
blatantly atrocious. " Pound cake? Did 
you pound it?" Miss Currey produces 
appropriate groans in counterpoint. 
Onl y the foolhardy will ask Mr. West if 
he plays " by ear." 

Though lacking sight, he has a 
miraculous ear, in fact, and Mr. Pollard 
has to sing a new song only once before 
Mr. West is ready to accompany the 
group. 

I wt!/ go dancing, 
I will go dancing, 
I wt!! go dancing in my soul. 

While all the souls in the Guild seem 
to dance, several of the bodies dance 

The Rev. Garland Pollard (above) enjoys 
living it up with old people. 
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Guild programs include 
a lot of singing, prayer, 

conversation on the Bible, 
crafts and refreshments. 

\ 
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I 
too-as Mr. West now gives out with a 
stirring polka. And Guild members tell 
of the meeting when the blind accor
dionist, Agnes Guarino, now doing a 
lively polka with Mr. Pollard, showed 
them all how to do the Mexican hat 
dance. 

It turns out that the handicapped are 
not objects to be serviced but people 
with gifts to offer-sometimes gifts that 
others might envy. " We are ministering 
with them, not to them, " says Mr. 
Pollard . 

So they minister to each other, and to 
people elsewhere. Helen Dasen, a 
cerebral palsy victim who with aid 
could walk until a car accident put her 
in a wheelchair, maintains telephone 
contact with dozens of shut-ins. 

She also prepares a semi-weekly 
" fellowship letter" of Scripture selec
tions, devotional comment and other 
items that is mailed to shut-ins. "I have 
fun doing it, and it's good for me," she 
says. 

Some people in the church did not 
like their modernistic new building at 
first. " Whenever my husband and I 
would drive by, I would shut my eyes, " 
says Rose Robertson, who walks with a 
cane and mentions various ailments but 
joined the Guild mainly to get herself 
out seeing more people . Her experi
ence with the Guild has given her a new 
feeling about the place where they are 
meeting, she says . 

In the main worship area, which 
converts for other uses such as Guild 
meetings, the congregation faces a 
stark, concrete front wal I that rises 45 
feet to a skylight, from which the roof 
slopes to the back. 

Mr. Pollard interprets the front wall to 
signify the " up-againstness" of life. And 
he is speaking to people who know 
what it means to be "up against it. " But 
on the bare concrete of the wall hangs a 
wooden cross, and Guild members 
looking up at it see not only the 
harshness of their fate but the sign of 
their hope. 

Sing Alleluia, 
Sing Alleluia, 
Sing Alleluia in my soul, 
for I have touched the hem of His 
garment 
And His power has made me 
whole. 

Tracy Early is a frequent contnbutor. 
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Store Grain Everywhere, by Ma Yi-Ii. Peasant Paintings from the People's Republic of China, The Brooklyn Museum. 

CAN CHINA FEED ITS PEOPLE? 
In 1947, I left Chungking, the war

time capital of China, for furlough in the 
United States after six and one-half 
years of missionary service. The China I 
left was on the brink of economic 
collapse. Inflation had virtually brought 
the economy to a grinding halt. My last 
meal in Shanghai cost $450,000 (Chi
nese currency) and the tip was $50,000 
($4 U.S.). 

Hunger was widespread, with the 
threat of famine. A civil war was raging 

J. HARRY HAINES 

between the Nationalists and the Com- gone through tremendous internal up-
munists in the North. Shortly after- heavals. Yet for twenty of those years 
wards, Chiang Kai Shek and two million news from Mao's China was meager. 
of his people fled to Taiwan. On We had little real news of the vast 
October 1, 1949, in the Tien An Men sub-continent of China with its six 
(Heavenly Peace Gate) Mao Tse Tung million square miles of territory and its 
proclaimedthefoundingofthe People's eight hundred million people. 
Republic of China. As we deplaned in Peking after a 

In November 19771 returned with my 5,500 mile flight from Bucharest, Ru-
wife Loma to see the new China. During mania, across Afghanistan and Tibet, I 
the thirty years that elapsed between had an emotional feeling that I was 
our departure and return, China had coming home again. Those early years 
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Families are kept small but all 
children are guaranteed free education. 

in China, 1941-1947, had left a very 
deep impression on my life. 

A New Development Strategy 

One of my major reasons for return
ing was to see how China was able to 
take its destiny into its own hands by 
adopting a new development strategy. 
In 1949 the greatest S'ingle problem 
facing Chairman Mao was how to 
mobilize an entire nation when over 80 
percent of the people were peasants 
-largely illiterate, landless, under
nourished and powerless. The People's 
Republic of China was to be built on the 
strength of those peasants. Unlike the 
Russian revolution that was built on 
urban workers, Mao was to bypass the 
cities. Instead of a tremendous, industri
al effort, the basis of the new China was 
to be first agriculture, then industry. 

In the absence of capital funds, the 
masses were mobilized to accomplish 
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miracles in irrigation and dam building 
schemes, planting tens of millions of 
trees, tunnelling through mountains, 
levelling mountain tops, growing three 
crops a year on the same land, not one 
or two as before. The United States 
Department of Agriculture reported that 
China's grain production in 1952 was 
154 metric tons of grain and in 1975 it 
was 270 million metric tons. Was all of 
this true or was some of it propaganda? 
Was China really self-sufficient in grain? 
How well off were the peasants? Ttlese 
and a hundred other questions raced 
through my head in those first hours. In 
the nineteen days that followed we 
were to zigzag across China by long 
distance train, bus and plane to see the 
new China. 

A Glimpse of Rural China 

On a glorious fall day, despite a 
chilling northwesterly wind coming off 
the Gobi desert, we drove outside 
Peking to the western hills passing 
tr1:1cks and hand carts hauling moun
tains of celery cabbage to the city where 
the people would purchase their winter 
supply to dry and preserve. Our first 
glimpse of rural China was of warmly, 
but drably dressed people, large num
ber of garden tractors, teams of farmers 
harvesting vegetables, others fertilizing 
the winter wheat or ploughing recently 
harvested fields. It was not hard to 
believe our guide when he said: "We 
have no unemployment in China." 
There were very few people standing 
around in the towns and villages we 
drove through. 

As we drove past the green and brown 
fields there were "large character" 
slogans in the fields-"Down with the 
Gang of Four," "Learn from Tachai," 
"The people of China have stood up." 
China is a land of endless political 
slogans. They are everywhere in the 
kindergartens, hospital corridors, zoos, 
parks, on top of public buildings, even 
on the Great Wall of China. In rural 
China we saw two more often than any 
others, "In agriculture-Learn from 
Tachai" and "Serve the People." 

Tachai is the model for China's 
agriculture from the coastal plains of 
East China to the high plateau of Tibet 
and the steppes of Inner Mongolia. In a 
fresh water fish cooperative in South 
China, we were told: "This is a Tachai 
model for fishing." 

Tachai is a small mountain commune 
in the Northwest province of Shansi, 
where 180 families created a model 
agricultural community by terracing the 
barren, rocky hillsides. They built miles 
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of stone walls. Men, women and 
children carried the soil from the 
villages to the terraces, irr igated the 
fields, planted orchards and trees to 
hold the land against erosion . In ten 
years the peasants increased grain 
production to over three tons an acre. 
This was China ' s model for self
reliance. 

Visiting a Commune 

The sixty-five thousand communes in 
China are responsible for feeding 
China's millions and providing the 
economic base for the entire nation . I 
wanted to see this for myself and one 
day from early morning to late in the 
evening was spent at the Chin Tung 
People's Commune in Chia Ting coun
ty, one and one-half hour's drive west of 
Shanghai . This was, we were told, a 
Tachai model commune. As we drove 
through the flat, rural countryside, 
interlaced with canals and wide irriga
tion ditches, our guide suddenly called 
out: " Please stop all picture taking." On 
the bend of the road in the rice fields 
was a battery of anti-aircraft guns and a 
platoon of the People's Militia-a re
minder that China has a militia of 20 
million men and women, apart from the 
professionals of the People's Liberation 
Army. 

Chin Tung Commune was organized 
in 1958 by merging 12 rural coopera
tives into 16 production brigades with 
160 production teams. This commune 
impressed me by its size-6,000 fami
lies totalling 25,000 people farming 
2,914 hectares of land. How do you 
administer an agricultural operation of 
this size? The answer to this and many 
other questions given by the vice 
chairman of the Revolutionary Com
mittee, whose own background had 
been as a social worker among youth in 
this county seat of Chia Ting for fifteen 
years, was decentralized decision 
making and an amazing system of work 
incentives in which the peasants eval
uated each other's level of production 
and pay was on an earned point basis. 

The State Master Plan 

The planning for this and all the other 
communes in the area begins in the 
state master plan which allocates to 
each aspect of the commune's produc
tion units a quota for the year. Chin 
Tung commune raises not only staple 
crops such as grain and cotton, but also 
produces pigs, beef cattle, milk, fresh 
water fish, cultivated pearls. roofing 
tiles, bath towels, and handkerchiefs for 
export (principally to Africa) and row 

crops of vegetables and fruits . 
Each of the 160 production teams 

begin its year with a clearly spelled out 
quota of production : 

County Revolutionary Committee 

Chin Tung People's Commune 
Revolutionary Committee 

Production Brigade 

Production Team Production Team 

Fam ilies Families 

Schools and Cultural Centers 

Hospital 

Clin ic Cl inic Cl inic 

Farm Machinery Manufacturing 

and Ma intenance 

Every one of the adults in the 25,000 
member community has an assigned 
task and each production team must 
decide on the goals for irrigation, 
planting, harvesting, repair and mainte
nance of machinery. 

'lhe sixty-five 
thousand 
communes 
are responsible 
for feeding 
China's millions." 

The statistics of the commune shared 
with us were impressive to say the least: 

32 miles of canals dug for small craft 
navigation 
27 electric pumping stations 
80 percent of the land protected 
against drought and water logging 
Multiple cropping of three grain 
crops a year-wheat , rice and 
soybeans 
66 small factories 
The national goal is to mechanize all 

of China's agriculture by 1980. This 
goal may not be reached, but I saw 
more machinery in the commune than 
in any comparable farm area in the 
Third World. 

The labor force is supplemented by a 
large number of high school graduates 
who come from the city of Shanghai to 
"learn from the people" for periods 
ranging from two to four years. In recent 
years 12 million youth went to the rural 
areas to work. 

The planning and implementing of 
the production teams' goals depends on 
the people. If they reach their goals by 
the end of the year or surpass them, it is 
reflected in their income. In 1976 each 
adult person received 600 pounds of 
grain and for a sixty-hour week 
averaged $40 per month in cash. Seven 
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Housing in the commune (top). 
Commune work teams 

in factories weave towels 
for export (center). 
Work methods are 

labor intensive (below). 

percent of the land is assigned to 
families to grow extra food for them
selves, keep a pig or a few chickens. As 
in Russia, the production level of the 
peasants' privately worked garden plots 
is higher than the commune-worked 
land. 

U.S. and China Agriculture 

As we visited the various production 
brigades of the commune, it became 
clear that agriculture in the People's 
Republic of China differs greatly from 
United States agriculture. First, China's 
economy is centrally planned, while 
the U.S. has a market-oriented econ
omy. Then, China has four times more 
people while at the same time its 
cultivating land per capita is less than 
half an acre, compared with two acres 
in the United States. There is virtually 
no farm land in China not under highly 
intensive cultivation, while in the U.S., 
besides cover crops, much of our 
farmland lies fallow. Only eleven per
cent of China can be cultivated, in 
contrast to twenty-two percent of the 
United States. China has no more 
available land; it is all being used. 

Grain output in the two countries is 
about the same, but while 65 percent of 
our grain is feed grain for animals, 65 
percent of China's is food grain for 
people. While cattle in the United 
States is primarily for meat, cattle in 
China are primarily for work. 

Our host explained to us in great 
detail the revolution that had taken 
place in China's all-out effort to feed the 
nation. Beginning in 1949 when land 
reform destroyed the power of the 
landlords, who were identified as the 
principal enemy of the people, land was 
then redistributed to millions of farmers 
who for a time individually owned these 
farms. In 1953 the Central Committee 
began to organize the farmers into 
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mutual aid teams to grow specific crops 
and to form cooperatives of five to 12 
families. 

Before long, full-scale agricultural 
cooperatives were being organized on a 
permanent basis and individual farmers 
surrendered ownership of their land and 
implements. From there it was a short 
step to copying the Soviet pattern of 
collective farms and all excess output 
had to be delivered to the State. The 
farmers and their families were paid 
according to the amount of labor days 
they contributed. By 1958, less than a 
decade after the Revolution, 95 percent 
of the rural population was organized 
into communes as the most efficient 
way of meeting national goals for 
agriculture. The remainder of the peo
ple were employed on State farms. Five 
phases of farming had transpired in 
these 28 years. Now with all the people 
owning the means of production there 
could theoretically be no exploitation. 
"You Americans like to do your own 
thing, but we are against the cult of 
individualism and instead must serve 
the people." 

Can China feed more than her present 
population when she is feeding four 
times the USA population on approxi
mately the same land area? The answer 
was: "We don't know but inspired by 
the thoughts of Chairman Mao, we will 
continue to be self-reliant and self
sufficient in all things." 

Here was an opportunity to discuss 
not only China's greatest problem, but 
the global problem of population ex
plosion. Nobody knows exactly how 
many people there are in China. The 
most widely accepted guess figure is 
800 million, based on the last census of 
1953, plus a two percent annual 
increase. Some in China thought they 
must have by now 900 million and 
within 20 years one billion people. 

How Do People FeeH 

How did the people in the Chin Tung 
Commune feel about this? Well, there 
are some differences between them and 
the people of Shanghai, a city of 10 
mi II ion people. The cities have a critical 
housing problem and fewer children 
per family, but the national plans are the 
same. Family planning follows a five
fold program: 
1 . Women are not encouraged to 

marry before 25 years of age or men 
before 28. This is a very important 
factor. 

2. Contraceptives for men and women 
are widely available. We saw them 
in the commune and factory clinics. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
I 



3. Abortions for the third pregnancy are 
encouraged by the block or team 
members. Group pressures on con
formity are formidable. 

4. Extremely limited housing is a strong 
deterrent for a family of four persons 
against having further children . 

5. The rice ration per family is a 
limiting economic factor. 

It seems to me and other observers 
that China may have reached the 
break-even point with a balance that is 
very precarious. During the last 10 
years, in times of drought or flood, 
China has had to purchase millions of 
tons of grain from Australia, Canada 
and the USA. The caloric intake of the 
Chinese is one-third less than an 
American and 80 percent of their diet is 
starch. Grain, cooking oil and cloth are 
rationed and apportioned according to 
the type of work. The rural family has 
more variety in their diet than the urban 
dweller and probably more protein but 
it is still sparse. 

"Can China feed more 
than her present population 
when she is feeding four times 
the U.S. population on 
approximately the same land area?" 

Our Commune's Fishpond, by Tung Cheng-yi. Peasant Paintings from the People's Republic of China, The Brooklyn Museum. 



Can people change their occupation 
or move to the city? No, this is hardly 
possible unless the Revolutionary 
Committee agrees for a very specific 
purpose. The people of Chin Tung 
expect to spend their lives there. Some 
young people will go to the university 
and be assigned by the Party to other 
parts of the country. Students coming to 
the Commune from Shanghai to " learn 
from the people" may elect to stay 
there, but conversation on this subject 
with our hosts soon became a little 
strained . 

The structure of the Chin Tung 
commune seemed very secure. Every
one knew his or her role. Housing was 
arranged according to production units. 
In the fresh water fish and cultured pearl 
unit we visited in 'the homes of two 
families. Within the two-story block of 
forty apartments, each apartment for 
four persons consisted of two rooms of 
sixteen square feet each. Four families 
shared a communal bathroom and 
kitchen, but almost all the meals were 
taken in the production unit canteen at a 
cost of $10 a month per person equal to 
about one-fourth of their income. 

The lunch we enjoyed with some of 
the group was better than at the 
Shanghai Mansion Hotel where we 
stayed for five days: soybean curd 
(tofu), mushrooms, spinach, beans, 
carrots, carp fish and melon soup. We 
listened to stories of life in pre-Maoist 
China-of the slave-like conditions of 
the tenant farmers . The question was 
asked that was to be asked of me dozens 
of times as we travelled across China: 
" You lived in the old China, what do 
you think of the new China?" 

Material Needs Met 

realism was to be repeated to us many 
times. 

Many of the production teams were 
busy in the various factories. From the 
harvested cotton, one factory was busy 
weaving bales of handkerchiefs for 
export, another producing very sturdy, 
attractive colored bath towels with 
"good morning" in English on one end 
of the towel and a similar greeting in 
Arabic. These were all destined for the 
Middle East and Africa. Another unit 
was busy manufacturing cast concrete 
boats for transporting farm products to 
Shanghai along the network of canals. 

The commune owns 198 tractors 
along with rice planters, threshers, 
electric pumps, generators and trucks. 
All these are serviced and repaired in 
production unit workshops. They were 
particularly proud of their small electric 
power plants and the wide use of 
electric power. 

Inevitably, the question of the na
tional goal of full mechanization for all 
agricultural production by 1980 was 
discussed. "What will you do with all 
the surplus labor if this goal is reached?" 
We asked. "Well, we have plans for 
everyone here. We will greatly expand 
our production of mink furs, pearls, 
mushrooms, poultry and pigs. Last year 
we sold 39,000 pigs, six-fold increase 
over 1960 and we would like to double 
that figure." 

The one capitalist note was the mink 
farms where hundreds of minks in their 
individual cages were housed. "The 
Western world will buy all the mink fur 
we can produce," we were told . Each 
animal's pelt sells for US $100 through 
the State Export Board. Their 700 milk 
cows were from imported Dutch regis
tered herds bred with local heifers. 

The people at Chin Tung work very 
hard from dawn to dusk like their Life Highly Regimented 
American counterparts do on their Life in the commune is highly regi-
farms. Their material needs were cer- mented. It's a combination of hard work 
tainly being met. Every child had free plus political study groups. Twice a 
education. Medical and dental services week every man and woman between 
were virtually free. There was adequate 18 and 45 reports for military training. 
food, housing and security for the The inevitability of war is a pre-occu-
25,000 people and this was probably pation of China and is primarily direct-
true for most of China's 65,000 com- ed to the "near enemy," Soviet Russia, 
munes, although undoubtedly we were whose divisions are distributed along 
shown one of their best. Other visitors to the thousands of miles of common 
China have reported on less prosperous frontier. "We are prepared if the enemy 
communes. Our hosts repeatedly told invades our country, but we won't 
us: "We are still a very poor nation. attack anyone," said a young woman. 
Don't give naive travelogues about us What do the people of Chin Tung or any 
and say we have solved all our prob- of the places we visited know about the 
lems. We are not yet the model for rural outside world? Very little if you can 
development, but we want to be for we judge by scanning each morning the 
are on the right track." This note of newspaper, the People's Daily, as I did. 
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As the production teams worked in 
the fields-harvesting, ploughing, har
rowing and digging new irrigation 
canals-loudspeakers attached to the 
power poles blared out an endless 
stream of propaganda, readings from 
Volume Five of Chairman Mao's writing 
which is required reading for all of 
China, having replaced the little Red 
Book. Interspersed was martial music 
and announcements. We often won
dered ·.vhether the people found the 
matter tedious. 

In one of the Chin Tung's primary 
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"The Western world will buy all the mink 
fur we can produce." 

schools I was able to get a copy of the 
second grade reading book. In six other 
schools we had visited, requests to 
purchase a textbook were politely 
refused because "all the school books 
used when the Gang of Four ruled have 
been destroyed-what we have now 
are new experimental books." The one I 
brought home has a series of very 
attractively illustrated lessons, each 
with a persuasive political theme. There 
were no lesson pages exempt from this 
strident political persuasion: 

"Our trains now run on time since 
the Gang of Four have been 
destroyed. Our crops have in
creased greatly since the Gang of 
Four have been defeated. We 
children all adore Chairman Hua. 
We love and obey Chairman Mao's 
thought." 

Are the Peasants Happy? 

Are the peasants of Chin Tung happy? 
This is perhaps the wrong question. Too 
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many can still remember the bitter past. 
There is a current saying we heard: 
"Only those who have washed their 
eyes with bitter water can see clearly," 
meaning only those who have suffered 
can understand the present. They re
member when people were oppressed. 
In the county in West China where I had 
lived for two years 1942-43, the local 
war lord had collected land taxes 
twenty years in advance. 

Are they satisfied? The answer must 
be "yes and no." They were proud to 
show us all their accomplishments. 
There was much to see. They asked no 
questions about America. This has been 
the experience of most visitors to the 
People's Republic of China. A strange 
almost programmed absence of any 
curiosity about how the rest of the world 
lives. As we said goodbye to our hosts, 
they invited us to return and we in turn 
expressed the hope that before too long 
a group of them could visit some 
American farms and farmers talk to 
farmers. It was hard to realize how brief 
a time it has been since Ping Pong 
opened the doors of communication 
between China and America . 

The Foundation is Agriculture 

The foundation of China's economy 
is agriculture involving 80 percent of 
the population. Good production is 
essential to finance the modernization 
of the nation. The problems revolve 
around a large population, limited land, 
underdeveloped natural resources such 
as petroleum, and a growing need for 
utilization of Western technology. 

The question as to whether China is 
able to feed her population must be a 
qualified "yes". By Western standards 
China is a poor nation and they have not 
eradicated poverty but the stark differ
ence between the "haves" and the 
"have nots" has been removed. 

The seven percent of the commune 
land reserved for families to produce 
extra food is a vital supplement for 
hundreds of millions of peasants. For 
them their economic condition is far 
better than it was in pre-revolutionary 
China. The Revolution in China is now 
30 years old and the legacy of the 
turbulent decade just ended has left 
many, many unsolved problems in 
building a just and sustainable society . • 

/. Harry Haines, associate general secre
tary of the Um1ed Methodist Committee on 
Relief Division of BOCM, is a former 
missionary to China. 

China has more farm machinery 
than other third world 
countries (top). Families can 
raise such items as pigs on their 
individual plots (center). 
These milk cows are 
from Dutch herds (bottom). 

New World Outlook • March 1978 (123) 27 



Three out of every ten Asians, who 
make up half the world's people, are 
chronically hungry . Excluding 

China, the World Food Council esti 
mates that 301 million Asians are 
seriously undernourished . 

After four consecutive good harvests, 
four years after the World Food Confer
ence, more than 10 years after the 
trumpets sounded for the miracle of the 
" Green Revolution, " a comprehensive 
report on the Asian food situation 
predicts massive food shortages by 
1985 unless dramatic changes occur. 

The sad news comes most clearly 
from a 490-page report issued in 1977 
by the Asian Development Bank (ADB). 
" The region as a whole appears to be no 
nearer to solving the food problem than 
it was a decade ago." 

Ten Asian countries have been des
ignated by the World Food Coun
cil-the United Nations body estab
lished to follow up on the World Food 
Conference--as "food priority" cou n
tries : Bangladesh, Burma, India, Indo
nesia, Cambodia, Laos, Nepal, Paki 
stan, the Philippines and Sri Lanka. 
Other UN statistics suggest North Korea 
and Viet Nam could be added to the list 
of food-deficit nations. 

With an average daily food intake of 
no more than 2,000 calories in these 
countries, "the bulk of the population 
does not consume the minimum dietary 
requirements for normal health ." 

WHY PEOPLE 
ARE STILL 
HUMGRY 
IM ASIA LEON HOWELL 

An End to Euphoria 

So much for what the report calls the 
" euphoria of plenty," the optimism 
greeting the introduction of high-yield 
rice and wheat strains in the 1960s. To 
be sure, those farmers who had money 
and substantial land, access to cheap 
government credit, proper irrigation, 
and fertilizer-pesticide aids, were able 
to increase their production, sometimes 
by several hundred percent. 

But much of Asia's land is unsuited to 
the new grains. Highly-touted land 
reform programs have been largely 
sham. Up to 60 percent of Asia's 
farmers own less than 2. 7 acres of land . 
And a growing population swells the 
under-and-unemployed ranks. Thus in 
many of the countries where the good 
harvests of the past four years have fi I led 
storage bins, " literally millions of peo
ple are still going to bed hungry in the 
same way they have been for as long as 
they can remember . They simply are 
unable to find an occu pa ti on which wi 11 

bring in enough income to feed them
selves or their families ." 

Emphasis must be given to the fact 
that enough food exists to feed the 
world comfortably . The Economist 
(London) estimates that sufficient land 
exists to feed adequately ten times the 
current world population. Distribution 
and price, which call into question 
political will , are the real barriers to 
adequate food for the hungry. 

Leaving Out the Bottom 40 Percent 

Perhaps the most destructive aspect 
of the not-so-green revolution has been 
the virtual exclusion of the bottom 40 
percent of the farming population from 
its benefits. 

The ADB report correctly urges the 
inclusion of this group in future devel
opment programs. Among other things, 
this would require that governments 
provide more credit to small farmers, 
bite the bullet and get serious about 
land reform, and provide direction to 
large numbers of labor-intensive rural 
programs-dams, irrigation canals , 
roads , bridges, public build
ings-which would improve farm land 
and give work to the millions who have 
neither land nor work. 

For many years the regional office of 
the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) pushed the western technology 
implied by the high-yield grains. But in 
recent years under the leadership of Dr. 
D. L. Umali , FAO Assistant Director 
General and Regional Representative 
for Asia and the Far East, the organiza
tion has adopted, in his words, " a total 
bias toward the small farmer." 

Turning FAO Around 

I first heard about Dr. Umali during 
the bleak war days of 1971 in Bangla
desh. "See Umali in Bangkok if you get 
a chance," a friend who had taken me 
around Bangladesh said. " He is turning 
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''Literally millions are still 
going to bed hungry ... '' 



President Ferdinand Marcos 
of the Philippines gives the 

opening address at the 
World Food Conference. U. 
S. agriculture secretary Bob 

Bergland at the meeting 
(Opposite, top). WFC president 

Arturo Tanco, Jr., also 
agriculture minister of the 
Philippines, intervenes in a 
dispute between delegates. 

(Opposite, bottom). 

things around with FAO." Three times 
in the past five years I've had a chance 
to talk with him, most recentl y in 
mid-1977. 

His bias in favor of the small farmer 
was not predictable . Before he came to 
FAO, he was president of the University 
of the Philippines College of Agricultu re 
in Los Banos, the seat of the Asian 
high-yield grain technology. But he told 
me: " I find now that so much that I 
learned in the university sounded good 
but never worked . I have learned much 
more from the poor farmers of Asia : 
their logic, their rationale for the things 
they do, impresses me." 

He has led three missions to study 
Chinese agriculture and that impressed 
him also. Unlike many Asian countries, 
" In China today priority is given to 
agriculture. Mobilization of resources 
for agricultural development is so thor
ough and all-encompassing the only 
comparable image is that of gird ing for 
war. It is a total campaign for agricul 
tural production and against poverty." 

Aid to the Better Off? 

Umali notes that within Asian leader
ship circles some well-meaning people 

Taiwan as Asian places other than 
China from which much could be 
learned . 

He admits that some of the dictators 
ruling Asian nations don't like this 
approach . " If you are concerned with 
human beings, they think you are a 
communist. If you talk of helping small 
farmers, they say you are a subversive. 
What they must realize is that better 
food production by all sectors is in their 
self-interest. The support of the masses 
is more important than guns." 

Across the hall from Umali sits 
Cameron Clark, a Canadian very active 
in the Bangkok International Church . It 
is Clark who gives program definition to 
the ideas Umali espouses. " For years 
FAO, like most other international 
organizations, held seminars to which 
came one or two top officials. In Asia 
we no longer do that. That simply 
created a monopoly of knowledge at the 
top. We don't have seminars at all. We 
do problem-identification problem
solving field work with larger groups of 
people drawn from every level , national 
ministers to landless farmers ." 

Organizing Around Interests 

argue that the limited resources avail- For the past two years Clark has been 
able should be given to the better-off involved in field work in eight Asian 
farmers for maximum food production nations-Bangladesh , Indonesia, 
(a direction announced by the Mexican Korea, Malaysia, Nepal , the Philip-
government in December: " food pro- pines, Sri Lanka (Ceylon), and Thai-
duction is more important than land land. By going to a local area and 
reform."). China starts "with the lowest involving small farmers, landless la-
common denominator: the small farm- borers, extension agents, bankers, pro-
er. This represents a fundamental differ- vincial and national officials in groups 
ence in development policy . It rests on of 100 or so, it is possible to break 
the view that a society can move through the control held by middle and 
forward only to the extent that the upper level officials . " In Asia most of 
poorest citizen can improve his lot. " the extensive educational efforts have 

He urges Asian countries to adapt stuck on this hard pan (which , he 
these lessons to their own context. And explained to me, happens to farm land if 
he lists Bali , Malaysia, Korea and the plowing is always shallow; the hard 
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pan prevents water from going up or 
down). We use radio remote translation 
equipment so that the national language 
rather than English is used. And in these 
numbers the poor farmers in this critical 
mass say what's on their minds." 

The result in several cases has been 
the creation of a local group which 
involved itself in some revenue-pro
ducing act, from raising a beef animal to 
getting joint credit. The key is that the 
poor farmers are organizing around 
their interests rather than being shaped 
by the bureaucratic interests of govern
ment officials. 

Clark is encouraged by what he has 
seen happen to some of the bottom level 
small farmers or tenant farmers or 
landless laborers through this method. 
But he is savvy enough to know-€ven 
if he can 't say it as a UN official-that 
many Asian countries do not tolerate 
such groups unless they are organized 
from the top down. Again the question 
becomes one of politics . 

Across Asia, the ADB study noted, 
the rural poor are cynical . " It is only due 
to the timeless patience of these people 
that more upheaval and more revolu
tionary violence did not materialize 
during the past ten years. Unless major 
policy commitments are made, how
ever, one cannot be as sanguine about 
the coming decade." 

American Food Policy 

I asked Umali if he had any 
suggestions to an American about the 
best way the United States could use its 
food power to help in the Asian 
situation . " The best American food 
policy," he said , " is to help the poor of 
the developing countries to produce 
their own food. The burden of food 
production is not transferable. Asians 
must produce their own food or have 
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the buying power to purcha e it. 
Whenever you give food for assistance, 
it must be clearly for development 
goals, not to help you rid yourself of 
your urplus. " 

Secretary of Agriculture Robert Berg
land, who as a congressman from 
Minnesota attended the World Food 
Conference in Rome and the UNCT AD 
meeting in airobi in 1976, was the first 
cabinet-level member of the US govern
ment to attend a ministerial session of 
the World Food Council (WFC). He told 
me in an interview at that Manila 
meeting omething that seemed to echo 
Umali , " We mu t be careful when we 
promise food aid that we do not foul up 
developing nations' commercial trade 
nor do it in a way that undercuts their 
attempt to grow their own food ." 

Bergland said that the rift was so deep 
between developing and developed 
nation at Rome and airobi that he 
de paired of being able to work toward 
greater food security. But he felt the 
Manila meeting of the WFC had been 
able to agree on some basic food 
policies. He drew cheers when he told 
the WFC that " Food must be an area of 
international cooperation, not interna
tional conflict. . . . Food must not be 
regarded as a weapon or as an issue 

which divides us in either purpose or 
action ." 

In our interview he said that the US 
could take part of the credit for the 
improved atmosphere. " We have pro
vided this conference with some clear 
specific detailed proposals. We have 
committed ourselves to a world food 
security system . We have agreed to a 
specific amount-125 , 000 metric 
tons-for an emergency reserve . We 
are committed to discuss commodity 
agreements and price corridors in a 
global food strategy. We committed 
ourselves to use food aid as an econom
ic development tool and not as a 
political weapon . And we have af
firmed that the road to freedom is 
economic development. " 

Such a posture by the US is a 
welcome departure from the previous 
administration. But the Asian food 
problem must be solved by Asians . One 
can only be pessimistic about the 
political conditions in most of Asia 
where in too many nations the first 
priority of the government is not food 
but maintaining power. • 

Leon Howell, who formerly reported from 
Asia, is now based in Washington, D.C. 

Youth-In-Asia 
by W. S. Doxey 

A bowl of steomlng rice 

Ploced on o cleon mot, 

And one smoll form 

Sprowled beside It 

Too weok to Ifft his hond. 

But his eyes ... 
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C. DEAN FREUDENBERGER 

I nternational and national agencies 
more and more recognize the role 
churches can play in conquering 

hunger. The church exists in thousands 
of sma ll rural communities, many 
beyond the reach of government ser
vices. In the food-deficit nations of the 
tropica l and monsoon world , 70 per
cent to 90 percent of the population is 
rura l. The churches are there with the 
people . 

The frustrating problem is that church 
leaders have had little orientation, let 
alone systematic training, to fathom the 
mystery of rural community and agri
cultu ral development for food pro
duction. Unti l recently, food scarci ty 
and envi ronmental stress were not seen 
as priori ty concerns. 

Now, with doubling populations, 
desert encroachment, urban conges
tion , unemployment, and rural stagna
tion, the problems loom large. Thanks 
to the massive response of the churches, 
international agencies and some gov
ernments, there are now more financial 
resources than ever waiting to be 
committed to the conquest of hunger 
and rural poverty. 

Training Rural Church Leaders 

Many years ago, Agricultural M is
si o ns of the Nat ional Coun c il o f 
Churches organized annual agricultural 
development sem inars in Washington, 
D.C. with the help of the United States 
Department of Agriculture. Many fur
loughed missionaries from the rural 

sectors of the nations attended. When 
the Food and Agricultural Organization 
(FAO) of the United Nations was born, 
training opportunities expanded . 

Paralleling Agricultural M issions in 
the United States is the Vatican office 
called Agrimissio . Agrim issio secured 
the voluntary assistance of FAO experts 
to help with the annual seminar for 
church leaders. Later, the Center for 
Social Training and Action in Develop
ing Regions of St. Thomas Aquinas 
University in Rome joined with Agri 
missio to conduct the Rome Seminar. 

In an experiment beginning in late 
1976, the Agrimissio and FAO seminar 
was expanded to include selected 
Protestant church leaders from the 
tropical and monsoon world , who are 
engaged in advanced theological 
studies in the United States. The Lilly 
Endowment of Indianapolis provided 
some funds for the seminar and the 
Board of Global Ministries cooperated 
in th~s effort, which I helped plan. 
Among the 1 76 participants at the Rome 
semester event were the Rev . Tevita 
Puloka (Kingdom of Tonga), Daniel 
Chetti (Ind ia), the Rev . and Mrs. Ge
concillio (Philippines), Dr. Salim Sharif 
(India), Randal and Susan Hansen 
(United Methodist missionaries to Uru
guay) and the Rev . and Mrs. John Nyesi 
(Kenya). 

The seminar covered such complex 
subjects as the United Nations system 
and rural development, analysis of 
socio-economic problems of develop-
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ing countries, nutrition, health ·and 
social welfare and agrarian structures 
and agrarian reform . In addition to 
many weeks of study with experts in 
specialized fields , the participants 
made three field trips, and undertook 
research projects related to their na
tional churches and rural settings. This 
was no ordinary course of study. 

A Vital Learning Experience 

Near the end of the semester, the 
Vatican Rad io prepared a broadcast of 
seminar participant interviews. Mr. 
Puloka talked about his commitment to 
dealing with the problem of land tenure 
in Tonga as the basis for an integrated 
approach to rural poverty. The Gecon
ci 11 ios (United Methodist Crusade 
Scholars) told of correspondence with 
their church in the Philippines request
ing a rural appointment in spite of the 
hardships which it will bring. They 
spoke of the seminar as a turning point 
in their ministry of the past 20 years and 
as a high point in their advanced 
theological studies. The Hansens de
scribed their struggle to find ways to 
relate their insights to their new ministry 
in Uruguay. Mr. and Mrs. Nyesi spoke 
in very moving terms about how they 
would begin the integration of their new 
knowledge into the life and ministry of 
the United Theological College and its 
rural outreach throughout the life and 
work of the National Council of 
Churches in Kenya . All of the partici
pants spoke of the warmth of their 
fellowship with Vatican officials and 
Roman Catholic seminarians. 

As the experiment continues to be 
perfected, it is anticipated that more 
centers of advanced theological studies 
in the United States, Europe, Asia, 
Africa, Latin America and the Pacific 
Islands, will be able to participate. 
Perhaps through these kinds of practical 
experiences, theological education will 
become more internationalized and 
ecumenized, producing leaders who 
are able to respond ski I lfu I ly to the kinds 
of needs facing humanity during the 
closing decades of this century and the 
opening years of the next. The commit
ment is to struggle for a just and 
sustainable society where hunger will 
be as distant a memory as polio, and 
where soi I, forest, grasslands, water and 
air resources will be preserved forever 
for the enjoyment and support of all life, 
everywhere. • 

Dean Freudenberger is currently at the 
School o f Theology, Claremont, California. 
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BLACK PERSONS 
J. H. GRAHAM IN THE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

The historic relationship of black I people to the United Methodist 
Church antedates the organ ization of 

the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
1784. For on November 29, 1758, John 
Wesley baptized his first Negro con
verts. In his journal , Mr. Wesley re
cords: " I rode to Wandsworth and 
baptized two Negroes belonging to Mr. 
Gilbert, a gentleman lately from Anti
gua." 

Recorded among the charter mem
bers of the two earliest societies-John 
Street Society and the Society on Sam 
Creek in Maryland-were black mem
bers . Hence, for more than two cen
turies, black people have been adding 

technicolor to the Methodist complex
ion . They are not " Johnny come lately" 
to the Methodist fellowship. 

Black people embraced early Metho
dism for at least two reasons : (1) the 
evangelistic note, appealing to the 
untutored mind of the slaves, and (2) the 
stance of early Methodist societies and 
early leaders on the slave question . 
With few exceptions, early Methodist 
leaders condemned slavery as unchris
tian . There was a conjecture that Bishop 
Matthew Simpson influenced Abraham 
Lincoln to sign the Emancipation Proc
lamation . 

The church began its early ministry to 
the slaves through evangelism . After the 

Civil War, it added another dimension 
to its ministry . The Methodist Episcopal 
Church sent missionaries into the war
torn area to establish educational insti
tutions. Schools and colleges were 
started to liberate these recent slaves 
from the shackles of ignorance and 
poverty. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church 
South continued its ministry through 
evangelism . In cooperation with the 
Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, 
its offspring, Paine College, was built in 
Augusta, Georgia. It was to give aca
demic training to its black constituency. 

Credit must be given to the Home 
Missionary Society of the Methodist 
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Black participation in Methodism ranges 
from the first Methodist church in 

America, John Street in New York. In 
this drawing (below), sexton 

Peter Williams is standing in the 
doorway. He was later one of the 
founders of the African Methodist 

Episcopal Zion Church. In today's New 
York, this pastor and parishioner 

(opposite page) are from the South Bronx. 

Episcopal Church. It erected " model 
homes" on many of the college cam
puses to teach young black girls the art 
of homemaking. 

In states w here these colleges and 
schools were established, black Meth
od ism flouri shed . In states where these 
colleges are still extant, with two 
exceptions , the United Methodist 
Church has a strong black constituency. 

The Methodist Epi scopal Church as
sisted black people in the establishment 
of their first churches. It provided 
counsel and financial assistance in the 
construction of these churches . Black 
churches have been the pride of black 
people. It is the only institution of which 
they can claim ownership. 

During the period of the Reconstruc
tion , the Methodist Episcopal Church 
and the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South took a second look at how they 
could best minister to their black 
members. The Methodist Episcopal 
Church examined three options: (1) 
integrate the black people into the white 
conferences with full rights; (2) encour
age them to unite with the black 
Methodist denominations (A.M .E. and 
A.M .E. Zion Churches); (3) establish 
mi ss ion conferences within the Meth
odist Episcopal Church . After many 
days of animated debate the third 
option was approved . 

In order to establish these mission 
conferences, several white ministers 
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were transferred from the northern 
conferences on a lend-lease basis for a 
brief period . This was a necessity, 
because the black preachers could not 
write. As the black preachers developed 
leadership skill s, these white ministers 
returned to their home conferences to 
continue their ministry. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church 
South decided to organize its black 
members into their own conferences 
and into denominations. The Colored 
Methodist Episcopal Church was or
gan ized . Two black elders were conse
crated bishops to provide leadership for 
this new denomination . The Mother 
Church continued to provide counsel 
and financial assistance to this infant 
denomination. 

Unaware of this bit of history, some 
people are not able to distinguish 
between the Colored (now Christian) 
Methodist Episcopal Church and black 
people in the United Methodist Church. 
An example of this blurred distinction 
grows out of an experience of th is writer 
when he was serving as a district 
superintendent in the Upper Mississippi 
Conference. A white Methodist lawyer 
was employed to prepare a deed for a 
church . Upon examination of the deed 
it was discovered that " Mt. Pisgah 
Colored Methodist Church" was writ
ten . The district superintendent insisted 
that " Colored" be stricken from the 
instrument. The lawyer became cha
grined . He retorted: " Aren 't you col
ored?" The district superintendent re
plied " Indeed so." " You are a Method
ist?" the lawyer continued . The answer 
was, " Yes, but we are not colored 
Methodists." 

Church unions have had an impact 
upon the relationship of black people to 
the Methodist fellowship. In 1939, the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the Meth
odist Episcopal Church South and the 
Methodist Protestant Church united to 
form the Methodist Church . In order for 
union to be consummated , the Central 
Jurisdiction was created. All black 
conferences were placed in this Juris
diction . 

The creation of the Central Jurisdic
tion by the majority was reluctantly 
accepted by the Negroes in the church. 
Blacks voted against the plan of union . 
Among the many reasons, the following 
are cited : (1) the Plan of Union wrote 
segregation in the Constitution; (2) it 
discriminated against Negroes in the 
Church; (3) it was opposed because a 
higher priority was placed on union 
than on brotherhood ; (4) it was not 
Christian . 
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Efforts were made by some sincere 
white Christians to pacify the black 
leaders by informing them that thi s was 
a temporary structural arrangement. 
Others, recognizing the fact that it was 
written in the Constitution, viewed it as 
a permanent structural arrangement. It 
continued for a quarter of a century . 

Before the Central Jurisdiction was 
abolished from the Constitution of the 
church , it passed through three stages. 
The first stage is described as the period 
of proclamation and stud y (1944-
1956). In 1956, the period of voluntary 
integration began . Very little change 
was evidenced in the abolition of this 
Juri sdiction . The mandatory stage 
began in 1966. Upon the adoption of 
the Plan of Union with the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church, the Central 
Jurisdiction was deleted from the Con
stitution of the United Methodist 
Church . It took a new Plan of Union to 
abolish the Central Jurisdiction . This 
fact was accomplished in the Dallas 
General Conference in 1968. It took 
several more years before the annual 
conferences were merged. 

A decade is too short a period of 
history to judge the resu Its of this action. 
However, black people have made 
some gains, but likewise have suffered 
some losses. Four black elders have 
been consecrated bishops by regional 
Jurisdictional Conferences. Two black 
ministers have been elected as general 
secretaries of two of the General 
Boards. Some blacks are serving on 
conference Counci I of Ministry staffs. At 
least one black has been appointed as 
the program director. Blacks are serving 
as district superintendents in integrated 
conferences. For the first ti me, a few 
black pastors are living in decent 
parsonages. Salaries of black ministers 
are still below par but higher now than 
before mergers. Pension benefits are 
higher . Lay leaders in the local 
churches are being provided with more 
training opportunities. Churches are 
being remodeled and erected to provide 
better facilities for the worshipping 
communities . These achievements rep
resent the right directional goals. They 
are at best only proximate goals. 

On the other side of the ledger, many 
people are lonesome for the former 
fellowship which they had with one 
another. With the integration of confer
ences, black preachers have been 
dispersed in several annual confer
ences. In the past, they did see one 
another at least once per year. For a 
century, the Central Christian Advocate 
had provided news about their fellow 

Christians. It served as a voice for black 
people. With the demise of th is church 
organization , thi s voi ce has been silent. 

In anticipation of thi s experience, a 
few responsible bl ack churchmen or
ganized the Black M ethodi sts for 
Church Renewal . It provides an oppor
tunity for renewed fellowship. Further, 
it offers an opportunity to plan and 
strategize about the future of black 
people in the United Methodist Church. 
Likewise, there are other info rmal 
groups emerging within the church to 
satisfy these basic needs. 

The United Methodist Church must 
here and now address itse lf to the future 
of black people in the church . It is a 
corporate responsibility . It cannot as
sume, because black people were a part 
of Methodist societies prior to the 
organization of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, that they will continue their 
membership in the church in years 
ahead . The dwindling church member
ship and the increased ministeria l short
age must become the pass ionate con
cern of the whole church . Will black 
people become an enclave or a leaven 
is still the unanswered question. 

Crash programs, or occasional qua
drennial emphases, will not solve the 
problem. It must be the perennial task of 
every general board, every institution, 
every bishop and district superinten
dent within the church. Short-term 
programs at best will serve only as a 
bandage and raise inflated hopes 
among black people in the church . 

High priority must be given to minis
terial recruitment, training and devel
opment. For several decades the minis
terial supply has been decreasing at an 
increasing rate. For every one admitted 
into full connection, three have termi
nated their effective relationship by 
death, retirement or otherwise. 

When black ministers are recruited 
and trained, the y must itinerate 
throughout the church . There is a great 
danger that black preachers will be 
frozen indefinitely in the same appoint
ment. ltineracy must be maintained for 
black ministers as others . All Methodist 
churches must be opened to all quali
fied ministers. Black ministers must be 
qualified by Christian commitment, 
training and experience to itinerate 
horizontally as well as vertically within 
the United Methodist Church. 

Black ministers in the United Meth
odist Church must continue to be the 
social prophets for their people . As in 
the past, they must occupy a free pulpit. 
They have preached against injustices 
suffered by their people . They must not 

now become silent. The church can ill 
afford to have a committee on pastor
parish relations or an episcopal com
mittee dictate the gospel that the 
ministers must preach. 

Strong black churches must be built 
to serve as a witnessing community. 
Black churches have too long recruited 
people of the middle class group. They 
must seek to recruit white as well as 
black members. Inclusiveness is a 
twofold dimensional process. 

These churches must seek to preserve 
their cu ltural heritage . The Methodist 
heritage is composed of many cultures 
and peoples. Black people must re
member that Methodism is made the 
richer by some of their cultural patterns. 
They must be allowed to cling to what 
they " hold dear" in their culture. Unity 
through diversity must prevai l in the 
worldwide church. 

Significant leadership roles must be 
provided for black ministers and lay
men on all levels of the church . Merely 
honorific positions must be frowned 
upon. Black leaders must have leader
ship roles at the decision-making level 
affecting their people . 

The perennial task of the church must 
be to achieve de facto inclusiveness on 
the local church level. The church is the 
Body of Christ with the responsibility of 
manifesting the oneness of humanity in 
Christ through worship, service and 
witness . The church must not become 
weary in well doing. • 

Dr. Graham has been a pastor, district 
superintendent, general board executive, 
and author. 
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Black Persons 
in Mission 

Two Personal Accounts 

I _ R_o_n_a_I_d_ G_._M_ it_e_h_e_I_I_ 

My life and work in Africa is for me 
the result of three main factors : Firstly, I 
feel that God has called me to share in 
the work of His Church here; secondly, 
Sierra Leone is my wife's home; and 
thirdly, a significant part of my own 
family ancestry and heritage " roots" are 
here. This third reason gives me a 
special identity with black Africa as part 
of the black " diaspora." Africans are 
less of a "they" and more of a " we" for 
me. 

As a person of color from the U.S. I've 
had to face and deal with racial 
prejudice all my life. Many white 
missionaries have not dealt with their 
own racial prejudices before coming to 
the field. Their prejudices, both overt 
and latent, are not often dealt with on 
the field either. One of the ways this 
expresses itself is when the missionary 
describes the American experience and 
American churches to Africans . White 
missionaries leave out the black Ameri
can experience and the black church . 
I've found that what Africans know 
about black America has come from 
sources other than missionaries. I have 
also heard white missionaries make 
blatantly prejudicial statements about 
Africans. The African and I al so would 
pick it up but the missionary would not 
realize the statement to be so racially 
prejudiced. 

It seems as though missionary orien
tation should not only deal with issues 
such as language and culture but also 
with race and color . Missionaries 
should be able to deal with the " Sa-

maria" of Black America appropriately 
before going to the " uttermost ends of 
the earth ." 

Being part of a minority culture in the 
U.S. that, through structural racism, is 
denied validity, I have come with 
certain sensitivities to the issue of 
Christianity and culture. Many white 
missionaries have not faced this issue in 
the United States. This is because 
Christianity and the " American way of 
life" have become interlocked . Mis
sionaries who are not very critical of 
their own culture become hypocritical 
when criticizing independent African 
churches for compromising the gospel 
with African culture. This does not 
mean that I myself am totally free of 
cultural bias . Many Africans have fault
ed black Americans also for cultural 
ethnocentrism . We all need to let Christ 
free us from our own cultural captivity 
so that we can be able to discern and 
judge all cultures properly . 

Unfortunately, proportionately, there 
are not very many black missionaries 
under American mission boards. But 
historically, black missionaries have 
made significant contributions to mis
sion in Africa . Today most people's 
image of a missionary is that of a white 
person. It is my own hope that more 
black Americans would consider mis
sionary service in Africa . • 

Ronald C. Mitchell is director of youth 
work in Sierra Leone and a United Methodist 
missionary. 
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2 
Flora Clipper 

It has been said that I was the first 
black woman to be commissioned as a 
deaconess by the Board of Missions of 
The United Methodist Church . I was 
happily unaware of such a distinction 
that rainy June night in 1950 as the 
personnel secretaries, my friends and I 
were washing the New York City street 
splatter from my white dress just before 
the commissioning service. 

As a staff person in five community 
centers I have worked with interracial 
groups of al I sorts; staff, boards of 
directors, community and professional 
groups. It has been my privilege to work 
with the women's organizations of our 
church at every level; to be involved 
with eight annual conferences, and to 
serve on a few national committees and 
task forces . These are rewarding experi
ences that I covet for anyone seeking to 
be a part of the mission of the church . 

My being black might have had some 
significance for some of the people that I 
have worked with but it has made no 
appreciable difference to me. Wherever 
I go there are usually enough warm
hearted persons to create an atmo
sphere of acceptance and goodwill so 
that I am not aware of those who are 
racially antagonistic . This makes it 
obvious that I am not sensitive to certain 
"vibes" and tensions that exist within 
groups. 

One church group invited me to 
speak to them before they discovered 
that I was black; when they learned the 
shocking fact they withdrew their invi
tation because they thought that my 
appearance would be " harmful to the 
image of their church." As far as I know 
that is the one overt racial rebuff that I 
have received. 

The missional call comes to all and 
those who fai I to answer because of sex, 
race or age are missing the call to a more 
abundant life. • 

Flora Clipper is director of Bethlehem 
Center, Jackson, Mississippi. 
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DISPLACED HO EMAKERS/Nancie Fadely 

p r anal coun ling, JOb training, 
h a Ith information and oth r rvic s to 
h Ip the d1 plac d homemaker cope 
\ 1th the unant1cipat d problem of a 
life alone In thr tat s-Californ1a, 

aryland and Or on-centers ar 
air ad operating 

nd national I g1 lat1on introduced 
ongr woman Yvonn Burke, 

nator Birch Ba h and a growing 
number of co- pan or 1 e peeled to be 
i ned into la b Pre 1dent Carter this 
pnng 

!thou h church people are not 
unaccu tamed to eing !heir \I illing
n to become in ol ed in oc1al 
concern re ult in pal1t1cal action, the 
pro re of he d1 placed homema er 
mo ement, ince the United Method1 t 
vomen pan ored that fir t pea ing 

tour, ha been trul remar able. 
That progre m1 ht e en be termed 

m1raculou were 1t not no o ob iou 

wh not only women, but men all over 
the country hare United Methodists' 
concern for the " displaced home
maker," a new term for an age-old 
problem. 

e er befor had it been pointed out 
that th displaced homemaker-who 
can be a man, but who is usually a 
woman in her late 40s or early SOs-is 
often too old to be welcomed into the 
iob market, yet too young for social 
ecurity. If she was divorced after less 

than 20 years of marriage, she' ll never 
qualif for ocial security as a wife. She 
is unemployed, yet ineligible for unem
plo ment compensation . 

And if her children are no longer at 
home, she doesn't even qualify for 
welfare unless she is blind or disabled . 

In short, she's got at least 20 more of 
what should be productive years ahead 
of her with no source of income in sight. 

ith painful accuracy, Laurie Sh ieids 
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Hazel Voss, director of the Oregon 
Center for Displaced Homemakers, (left) 

talks to author Nancie Fadely (right). 

observes, " The woman who chose to be 
a homemaker at 22 may find herself at 
47 as crippled as if she had lopped off 
one hand ." 

But poverty is not the displaced 
homemaker' s only problem . 

For years her contributions to society, 
her satisfactions in a job well done, 
came from being a good wife and 
mother. When her role is no longer 
wife, she no longer has those wifely 
goals that once were so important to 
her. 

Her rate of alcoholism and suicide is 
high . Her greatest immediate need is 
often not the need for a job, but a need 
to believe in her own worth so she can 
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use her talents to move from dependen
cy to become a self-sufficient, contrib
uting member of society. 

There are few families who have not 
been touched by the pain of a relative 
who is left alone . Men as wel I as women 
have seen a parent " just seem lost" at 
the loss of a spouse 

The displaced homemaker discus
sion has made Americans realize there 
is nothing "wrong" with the grieving 
widow and the hurt divorcee who " just 
seem lost. " They are going through the 
normal process that fol lows the loss of a 
spouse. What individuals in the past 
have regarded as a personal tragedy is 
now recognized as a social problem 
with possible remedies . 

The opening of displaced homemak
er centers has shown that any previous 
estimates of the number of displaced 
homemakers are far too low. U nti I these 
centers opened , the displaced home
maker was uncounted and unnoticed . 
She did not appear in the employment 
statistics, nor in the unemployment 
statistics . She did not appear on the 
welfare rolls, or in the files of social 
service agencies . (Nor did she appear 
on the police blotter. If she had, perhaps 
her needs would have been addressed 
sooner.) 

Her uncounted ranks are not con
fined to what is regarded as the 
disadvantaged segment of society . The 
displaced homemaker may be poor 
now, but the chances are that she was a 
middle class woman and still has 
middle class feelings and values . 

Indeed the woman who has been 
poor is more apt to be able to cope with 
the problems of being a displaced 
homemaker because she is accustomed 
to accepting aid . The middle class 
woman, unused to turning outside her 
home for help, often sees the family car, 
home and investments slip away before 
she in shame and despair seeks charity . 
In many cases, the help and counseling 
of a displaced homemaker center can 
prevent the alcoholism, suicide and 
poverty which is often the fate of the 
displaced homemaker. 

One of the exciting developments of 
the displaced homemaker movement 
has been the discovery that even though 
the housewife has limited credentials in 
" paid work," she does have ability . The 
recognition of the problem of the 
displaced homemaker brings a recogni
tion of the value of the homemaker to 
society, of the contributions she makes 
in unpaid services . 

In her years of homemaking and 
caring for children, she has developed 
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proficiencies and expertise. To run a 
home and to keep up with her volunteer 
duties she needed to be able to 
organ(ze. Her knowledge of nutrition, 
of personal relationships, of home 
repair and of dollar-stretching are all 
ski I ls that can be adapted to a paying job 
if she has the needed self-confidence. 

Hazel Foss, director of the Oregon 
Center for Displaced Homemakers, 
conducts workshops for employers to 
acquaint them with the value of the 
older worker. She reports that more and 
more employers are beginning to con
tact her for recommendations when 
they have job positions which need to 
be filled. 

Many displaced homemakers are like 
the woman at the Maryland Center who 
was asked what she had done and 
apologetically replied, "Nothing, just 
raised seven children on food stamps." 
That woman is now running a nutrition 
center for the elderly. 

Caring for the elderly is one of the 
areas of unmet needs for which the 
displaced homemaker is remarkably 
able. She has had experience as care
giver for her children and often for her 
elderly parents . In Oregon, there is a 
cooperation between the Displaced 
Homemaker Center and the state's 
social service programs so the displaced 
homemaker's expertise and skills can 
be used to expand " Project Indepen
dence," the Oregon program which 
keeps senior citizens from being insti
tutionalized in nursing homes by pro
viding services in their own homes. 

Over and over again , displaced 
homemakers tell the same story, " My 
husband didn't want me to work. He 
wanted me to stay home with the 
children . .. He wanted me to help him 
in his work . . . He was in business for 
himself. I handled the books and the 
business end. Did it all myself-but that 
doesn't count as job experience for 
getting another job, or for getting 
unemployment benefits. " 

In addition to funding centers, the 
national displaced homemaker legisla
tion also provides for a study to 
determine the feasibility of including 
homemakers in unemployment com
pensation programs. 

The immediate reaction of most 
lawmakers to such an idea is "How 
could such compensation be funded? 
We can't afford it!" (Perhaps there is 
some truth to the theory that society 
refuses to recognize the contributions of 
homemakers because it wou Id cost too 
much to pay for the unpaid labor of 
wives .) 

.ltfk,· ~;, 

Sorry, Widow Jones, but 26 years of cooking, cleaning and raising 
children, doesn't qualify you for benefits. 

The displaced homemaker move
ment, a movement which only found its 
voice after the women's liberation 
movement began to seek a place for 
women outside the home, is a reminder 
that the homemaker has value even 
though she has not been paid in money. 

The displaced homemaker move
ment brings Americans face to face with 
the wages of inequality. 

This nation al movement which 
began when United Methodist women 
gave Laurie Shields a chance to tell the 
displaced homemakers' story has unit
ed those who enthusiastically support 
the Equal Rights Amendment and those 
who are not sure they want equal rights. 
Together diverse groups are cooperat
ing in an effort to see that the wife "".ho 
made the commitment to homemaking 
in her youth and " who looketh well to 
the ways of her household and eateth 
not the bread of idleness" should not 
suffer in silence and in sadness when 
her days of wife are over . • 

Nancie Fadely is a member of the 
Oregon House of Representatives and au
thor of that state 's Displaced Homemaker 
Act. 
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Tales of an 
ltinerating Missionary 

'------------William Bauer---------~ 
" I am very happy to introduce our 

speaker for this evening, Mr. William 
Bauer, Chairman of the Board of 
Missions in New York." The next time 
my title was " Rev." The introduction 
which stopped the show, however, was 
when I was introduced as " Lucknow 
Christian College basketball coach and 
referee," with the question, " Being 
both coach and referee, has he ever lost 
a game?" 

Any embarrassment on either side by 
the slips in introduction was qui te 
unnecessary. I am a " chairman," or at 
least " head," but it is of a chemistry 
department. As for the " Rev.," even the 
official channels often bestow that title 
indiscriminately, but I am a lay mis
sionary of t he United Methodis t 
Chu rch. As for the basketball introduc
tion, that is not even the whole story. 
Fol lowi ng an old Bri tish tradition, I al so 
play on the team . We do lose some
ti mes . I get wi nded . 

there is only one mi ss ion so it is really 
not w hat ")" am doing but what " we" 
are doi ng. 

Some very good questions are being 
asked by m emb ers o f our local 
churches. There are the difficult ques
tions that are troubling people " in the 
pews" and people " on the fi eld," too . 
" Is the day of the missionary over, as 
some people say?" " If the emphasis 
today is short-term missionary service 
and working onesel f out of a job by 
training local people, why are you 

As an unwary, iti nerati ng mission planning to go back to Lucknow Chris-
interpreter, havi ng gotten past the tian College where you have already 
introduction is only to jump out of the served for 17 years?" " How much of 
fryi ng pan into the fire. One member of our money is really getting to the people 
a congregation I addressed, Mable in need and is it doing any good?" 
Lawrence, had spent th irty yea rs as a " Why are Methodist ministers from 
United Methodist missionary teacher in India and other countries coming as 
Lucknow. No one told me. I wouldn't missionaries to our United Methodist 
have spent time tel ling what an impor- churches here in the States?" And 
tant place Lucknow is . closely related , " What specifically can 

Then there was the church where the we as Ameri can United Methodists 
last missionary that passed through (not learn from a preacher from India?" " Are 
a United Method ist), had taken 20 mi ss ionaries welcome in India or other 
members and set up his own church places in the world?" " What can we do 
down the street. I wondered why the that wi ll reall y make a difference?" 
congregation gave me funny looks. " Howwell isourmi ssionworkfulfilling 

Another group had understood a the great commandment of Matthew 28 
previous mission interpreter to say, " I to make disciples, baptize and teach the 
never saw a hungry person in Ind ia." commandments of Jesus?" 
When I am in Ind ia, I get hungry about Then, there are the good , personal 
th ree times a day. questions. " Well , I'm confused . Which 

Then there was the time I spoke at a are you-a college chemistry teacher or 
mission Sunday only to learn afterwards a miss ionary?" " Why did you go to 
that the very day before two members of Ind ia?" " As a college chemistry teach-
the congregation had returned from a er, how do you evangelize?" 
Lay Witness Mission in Belfast, Ire land. There are great questions float ing 
Of course, I like as much t ime as I can around w hich need much more than a 
get to tell about the work ofour Lord that two-minute answer. 
I am involved in . At the same time, how There are many rewards as we travel 
could we celebrate mission in that as mission interpreters besides the good 
church, on that day, w ithout those two? home cooking. It made my day when 
Just as there is only one Lord (Eph. 4 :5) some one said, " When you were here 
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four yea rs ago you said . .. What is the 
situation now?" Someone was listen ing 
and remembered . In fact, I hope no one 
asks me what I said four years ago. 

That experience was almost as re
ward ing as the comment of someone I 
met at a distr ict meeting: " We still 
haven' t sent you the report you re
quested on our local mission project 
you mentioned when you visited us 
because the money is still coming in. 
Anyway, we have already passed our 
goal by two times." That would make 
anyone's day. 

Another joy of itineration is to see 
firsthand the way local churches and 
individuals are in mission. In Gerard, 
Michigan, population 800, the Rev. Mr. 
Fuller was making plans to inaugurate 
his " retirement" by going to India to 
help repair and get in order farm 
machinery on a demonstration agricul
ture project of our church . The two
hundred-member Chapel Hill United 
Methodist Church had in the previous 
week collected over $400 for UNICEF. 
In Marion, Ohio I took part in a United 
Methodist Women mission program on 
hunger at which the meal consisted of 
simple basic food in a moderate 
amount. In Wisconsin , Dr. Doug Clark, 
physician and medical school teacher, 
spoke of the challenge of his profession 
to meet spiritual as well as physical 
needs. There are many more examples 
of United Methodists who radiate the 
Spirit of Christ. 

Often I feel that what is needed to put 
new fire in mission is not someone to 
come from " over there" tell what we as 
United Methodists are doing in mission 
in India . We need catalysts to bring 
together persons in mission in the local 
American churches with each other and 
w ith persons in mission in other parts of 
the world , so theycan warm each other, 
heat up their local congregations, and 
rekindle that fire that turns the world 
upside down. In the words of Paul in 
Ephesians 4 " . .. speaking the truth in 
love, we are to grow up in every way 
into him who is the head, into Christ ... 
When each part is working properly the 
whole body grows and builds itself in 
love." And from Hebrews 10:24-25 
" . . . let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near." • 

William Bauer is a UM missionary, 
serving in India. 
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;BOOKS 

BROTHER TO A DRAGO NFLY, by Will D. 
Campbell, New York, 1977: The Seabury 
Press, 268 pages, $9.95 . 
WITNESS IN PHILADELPHIA, by Flo rence 
Mars. Baton Rouge, 1977: Louisiana State 
University Press, 296 pages, $10.00. 

At the time of the civil rights struggle in the 
South in the fifties and sixties, most of the 
attention focused on the two chief antago
nists-blacks pushing for equality and inte
gration and whites opposing them. Often 
overlooked in those passionate and simplis
tic times was the role of those white South
erners who stood on the side of equali
ty-the so-called "white liberal. " 

That label has always seemed in some 
ways a peculiar one since respect for human 
rights is in many ways a profoundly conser
vative tradition. This kind of stereotyping 
was often the fate of those whi te South
erners, caught in the middle between two 
groups who wanted total commitment and 
who were suspicious of those they deemed 
half-hearted. 

Here are two books by white Southerners 
involved in that struggle. Both are from 
Mississippi , a state where the fight was the 
bitterest, and both played an honorable role 
in that fight (although both are too modest 
and too realistic to claim too much for 
themselves). 

The focus of Wil l Campbell 's book is 
much wider than the strugg les of the sixties, 
bei ng an autobiographical memoir center
ing around the author and his re lationship 
with his late brother. It describes the au
thor's growi ng up in a poor farm family 
duri ng the depression, how he became a 
preac her (Southern Ba ptist), and his later 
ca reer- all in the very personal context of 
his loving, difficult relations with his broth
er. The boyhood part of the book, particular
ly, is beautifully written. It both explains and 
tra nsce nds his social commitments. His 
later mi nistry to Ku Kl ux Klan members 
w hich so sta rtled many w ho thought of 
Campbell as "a civi l rights worker" should 
be of part icular interest to those who like to 
categorize people. H is one sentence defini
tion of Christianity ("We're all bastards, but 
God loves us anyway") could usefully re
place many lengthier and shallower exe
geses of the Gospel. 

Th is is a painful book at times and some of 
the language is harsh but that is because it is 
an honest book of one man's struggle to be a 
Christian today. The experiences are ex
traordi nary since both the man and the times 
were so and it makes fasc inating reading. 
We can be thankful that Wi ll Campbell is 

still a comparatively young man and we can 
look forward to hearing much more from 
him. 

Florence Mars has a different approach , to 
tell us what happened in her home town of 
Ph i ladelphia, Mississippi , particularly cen
tering around the murder of three civil rights 
workers (Michael Schwerner, Andrew 
Goodman, and James Earl Chaney), the 
subsequent FB I investigation and the trial 
and conviction of the murderers. 

It is interesting that a I though her approach 
is more documentary than Campbell's, she 
also brings in much autobiography. South
erners can ' t get away from that. Trad itional 
Southern society was such a web of personal 
relationships that even great social struggles 
are never abstract. 

Ms . Mars is doing this for a purpose, of 
course. She comes from two families who 
were among the ruling elite of Philadelphia 
and Neshoba County. This made all the 
more start ling the campaign to discredit her 
launched by the Klan when she decl ined to 
join ranks with them in uphold ing the old 
ways. It also provided a cushion which 
enabled her to survive even though she had 
to sell her business and was forced out of her 
positions as Sunday school teacher and MYF 
leader at her local Methodist Church. 

The story of the murders is well known but 
that of the re lentless pressure on all those 
who broke ranks with local mores is not and 
makes the book invaluable. Church people, 
part icularly, will be interested to see how 
again ministers and women were the ones 
most active in dissent and to observe how 
much (and how little) they were able to 
accomplish. The title of the book uses the 
word "witness" in its legal sense (much of the 
author's troubles began when she testified 
before a grand jury) but she and the coura
geous little band of "women and preachers" 
she writes about can be said to have " wit
nessed" in the religious sense as well. 

Two fasci nating books, out of a dark and 
bloody time. But do not read them simply as 
history. We never know when they may be 
textbooks for conduct in some future crisis. 

A .J.M. 

WOMEN AND THE WORD-SERMO NS, 
edited by Helen Gray Crotwell. Ph iladel
phia; 1978: Fortress Press, 131 pages, pa
perback, $4.25. 
BLACK PREACHING, Selected Sermons in 
the Presbyterian Tradition, edited by Ro
bert T. Newbold, Jr., Philadelphia, 1977: 
The Geneva Press, 173 pages, $5.65. 

Books of sermons are no longer big se llers 
among religious books. In the past sermons 
by, say, a Fosdick or a Sackman sold wildly. 
More's the pity. Sermons are a good way to 
read theo logy easily-Til lich's sermons are 
the best way into his thought. But now that 
the days of pu lpit giants seem past, we are 
getti ng more anthologies of sermons, such 
as these two books, one by women and the 
other by Black Presbyterians. 

O ne type of person should definitely not 
bo th e r pur c hasing either of these 
books-the preac her who buys se rmon 

books in order to appropriate their contents. 
In both cases these books are too personal 
and the subject matter too specific to lend 
themselves easily to helping the slothful 
pastor at 10 p.m. on Saturday night. 

A major drawback of sermon books 
which particularly affects these two books, 
is that sermons are meant to be heard and 
not read . There is no way the setting for 
these sermons can be recaptu red adequate ly 
in books. One can imagine many silent or 
spoken " Amens" and "hallelujahs" as these 
sermons spoke to many agonies and long
ings of the listeners. But these are lost on the 
printed page. Similarly, the sermons of the 
Black preachers are wordier and more repet
itive than those of the women preachers, 
which reflects differences in style but also 
the inadequacy of reducing sermons to 
print. 

These books are not quite comparable in 
that one is a se lection of sermons on many 
subjects by women w hi le the other is a 
co llection of sermons dea ling with "some 
aspect of the black experience. " Of course, 
some of the sermons in the women's anthol
ogy deal directly with the experience of 
women (one is called "You shall call no man 
Father: Sexism, Hierarchy and Liberation"), 
but most do not make a poi nt of dwe ll ing on 
that theme. 

Taken together , however , these two 
books underline several important facts. 
The first is that biblical or ex posito ry 
preaching, which was thought to be dead in 
mainline churches twenty five years ago, is 
vita l today. Most of these sermons seem to 
start with the preacher examining a biblica l 
text rather than th inking about a topic fo r a 
sermon . 

Secondly, good sermons are often quite 
personal but avoid self-glorification and 
"navel gazing." The i l lustrations d rawn 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

March 5, 1978 

Human needs result ing from disasters lead 
Chr istians to fespond out of love and concern . 
UMCOR represents the United Methodist Church 
providing emergency food, clothing and shelter. 
Your One Great Hour gift also provides longer 
term help - renewal of life, rehabilitation and 
refugee resettlement. Feel the need and re· 
spond. by snaring through your OGH gift . 

¢ 
Materials for the One Great Hour 
of Sharing may be obtained from : 

United Methodist 
Communications 
1200 Davis St. 
Evanston, IL 60201 
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here from personal experiences are more 
likely to depict the preacher as learning 
someth ing from someone or even making a 
mistake than as telling someone what to do. 
There is a lot of caring for people evidenced 
in the choice of illustrations in both books. 

On the minus side, persons who actually 
occupy pulpits full time are in the decided 
minority in both books. There are too many 
bureaucrats , professors, and world travel
lers. " Black Preaching" has more local 
preachers than " Women and the Word" but 
both could have used more. The women's 
sermons have a bit too many words ending 
in ism-sexism, masochism, messianism, 
pessimism, etc. , and words such as " di
mens ional ity" and " complexity" which 
read better than they " hear." And one can' t 
help noticing that the women rarely mention 
racism and the Black preachers almost never 
mention sexism and show little awareness of 
sexist language. The short one-page biogra
phies of each of the Black preachers are 
more interesting than the identification of 
the women preachers by title only . 

But these are really small matters. These 
are both good books with some fine ser
mons. Much has been written lately about 
the decline of preaching. I think these books 
show otherwise. 

C.E.B. 

LETTERS 

OF CUBA AND THE UPPER ROOM 
In the January 1978 issue of your maga

zine, the paragraph on Cuba under Mission 
Memo says the first official delegation for the 
National Council of C hurches to the 
churches of Cuba speaks of " a society char
acterized by economic equity, justice and 
human dignity." They also said they were 
convinced Cuban Churches "enjoy ful l 
freedom of worship and suffer no persecu
tion. " 

Shortly before readi ng this enlightening 
information I received a letter from Maxie D. 
Dunnam, World Editor, The Upper Room, 
and I am quoting from this letter. " While 
attending a recent meeting of international 
Christian leaders I was shocked to learn 
some very heart-breaking news from a bish
op from Cuba. None of our cu rrent issues 
are getting through. Why? Because ever 
since the Castro revolution of 1959, The 
Upper Room has been banned from distri
bution! Fortunate ly, a few families saved 
their pre-revo lutionary copies of The Upper 
Room. Since that time most Cuban Chris-

tians have jealously guarded these few re
maining copies-reading them over and 
over, year after year. Often persons wil l 
exchange their highly-cherished back issues 
with other fam i lies in their area who hap
pened to have a different edition ." 

I have been a reader of the New World 
Outlook for forty years and pray tell me 
which Methodist publication I should be
lieve? 

W. D. Keene, Jr. 
Norfolk, Virginia 
The writer is President of the International 

Seamen 's House in Norfolk, Virginia. 

NORTHERN NEW YORK REVISITED 
I am writing in reference to the art icle 

" Doing It Yourse lf in Northern New York" 
(November). I am writing not as a native but 
as a teacher w ho chose Canton because of 
the excellent schoo l system. I have served as 
St. Lawrence District President for the Unit
ed Methodist Women and am we ll ac
quainted with the County's needs. 

I consider the article very biased . Some of 
the facts are true but the picture is not 
complete. 

Our United Way has a budget of a quarter 
of a million dollars for some 20 agencies, 
such as Literacy Vo lunteers, Day Care Cen
ter and Youth Development Corporation. 
We have 16 public health nurses stationed 
throughout the county. 

Ou r Cooperative Extension serves the 
homemakers, the farmers and youth w ith 
ten professional workers and five addit ional 
professionals who are working on nutrition 
and food projects. 

Our Manpower Project has a budget of 
seven million dollars. They train people to 
earn their own livi ng- cooperating with our 
Board of Cooperative Educational Services. 
There are 900 people now earn ing their own 
living w ho othe rwise wo ul d be o n 
welfare . . . . 

Our Social Services are not on a " back 
road" but for two years have been in a 
beautifu l new bu i lding across from our 
County Court House .. .. 

We do " do it ou rselves." All these things 
involve hundreds and hundreds of people. 
The county needs added strength for existing 
projects-not a new orga nization . I was 
surprised Mr. Anderson claimed success in 
the renovations of our State Hospital. 

Your article underm ined the respect 
that Globa l Ministries has held. It leads 
one to wonder if money given to G loba l 
Ministries is always w ise ly spent. Just what 
good has come from the $10,000 dollars 
spent on the county? 

(Miss) Marguerite Sanford 
Canton, New York 

THE AUTHOR RESPONDS: 
While I certainly don' t dispute that many 

fine things are happening in St. Lawrence 
County, I think the thrust of my article is that 
existi ng organizations should be strength
ened, as you state in you r letter. It is the 
pu rpose of the Sponsoring Committee to 

42 New World Out look • March 1978 

assist this process and to make those organi
zations more responsive to people's rieeds. 

Connie Myer 

SRI LANKA 
Our project which is now ca lled " Com

mun ity Deve lopment Project, " was started 
in November, 1977 and serves this area 
along this canal bank in Wellawatte. (See 
" In M ission Together," January issue) We 
have a creche with 15 children under two 
(we hope to increase it to 25), an employ
ment-oriented course in scientific dress 
making and embroidery for 25 gi rls, and a 
child care and domestc science course for 
25 girls w ho are school dropouts. They are 
also taught Sinhalisi , nutri tion and home 
gardening. We hope to extend this project 
by working with the mothers of these 75 gi rl s 
and chi ldren as well as other mothers of the 
area in th is fie ld of family health education. 

Mahas Cand iah 
Colombo, Sri Lanka 

PEOPLE 
SEKUIHG 
PEOPLE 
PEOPLE 

United Methodists-YOU 

SEK11ING 
Needs being met 

Physical ... Mental .. . Spiritual 
In hospitals, schools, churches 

PEOPLE 
M inistries of love 

In the U.S. and 90 other nations 
To children, youth and adults 

You and your church play a part 
in vital Christian outreach 

For more information 
on World Service write: 

United Methodist 
Communications 
1200 Davis St., 
Evanston, IL 60201 
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THE MOYIMG 
FIMGER WRITEStr~~ 

ANGOLA NATIONALIZES 
CATHOLIC RADIO STATION 

The government of Angola has shut down 
the Roman Cathol ic rad io station, Radio 
Ecclesia, in the southern African nation . A 
decree of President Agostinho Neto on Jan
uary 25 , closed the Cathol ic broadcasting 
facility and national ized all its assets. 

The decree said Angola is now constitu
tionally a secular state and that all news 
outlets must be under government control. 

The government's action came after the 
nation's Roman Catholic bishops, in a joint 
pastoral letter read in all Catholic churches, 
accused the Neto government of " frequent 
and lamentable vio lations of religious free
dom," complai ned that Mr. Neto was car
rying on " systematic propaganda in favor of 
atheism," and had " si lenced" Rad io Eccle
sia. 

A government newspaper, Journal de An
gola, has attacked the nation 's nine Catholic 
bishops, seven of whom are Angolans, for 
drawing up a " provocative, insulting, slan
dering, and reactionary document. " 

(RNS) 

EPISCOPAL STAFF WOMEN 
FREED BY FEDERAL JUDGE 

Maria Cueto and Ra isa Nemikin , two 
former employees of a national commiss ion 
of the Episcopal Church who became 
something of a cause celebre when they 
refused to testify before a grand jury, were 
freed on January 24 by a federal district 
judge after being held for 10 months. 

Th e two women , former executive 
director and secretary, respect ively, of the 
Episcopal Church's National Commission 
on Hispanic Affairs, were jailed on con
tempt charges last April for refusing to ap
pear before a grand jury seeking to 
determine the whereabouts of Carlos Albert 
Torres, a suspected Puerto Rican terrorist 
who served on the Episcopal commission in 
1976. 

In releasing the two women, Judge Robert 
T. Carter said that whatever they might have 
known about the whereabouts of Mr. Torres 
last year is now "sta le information." 

The judge declared that their refusal to 
testi fy on the ground that their function as 
" lay ministers" in the Church would be 
impaired was " surely wrongheaded and 
without support in law." But he also noted 
that the federal government had not offered 
any evidence to prove that " these women 
are other than what they appear to be-per
sons legitimately engaged in the work of 
their Church. " 

Judge Carter stated that " there has been 
no showing that they are themselves in-

volved in criminal activi ties or engaged in 
crime," and added, " Humane considera
tions requ ire their release." 

Episcopal Presidi ng Bishop John M . Alli n 
said he was " gratified" to learn of the release 
of the two women, and noted that he had 
" met frequently with the U.S. attorney and 
his assi stant, seeking the release of the 
women ... " 

Bishop All in also expressed gratitude to 
the National Council of Churches, which 
had assisted in the legal defense of the 
women . 

EQUATORIAL GUINEA IS 
CALLED A " PRISON CAMP" 

Government terror and oppression con
tinues to be the order of the day in the tiny 
western African country of Equatorial Guin
ea . Diplomats and refugees say that thou
sands of people have been executed or have 
vanished since the isolated land at the great 
bend in Africa's west coast just north of the 
Equator gained independence from Spain in 
1968. 

Since independence, the country has ex
perienced increasi ngl y repr~ssive rul e 
under se lf-proc la imed President-for-Life 
(Francisco) Macias Nguema Biyogo Negue 
Ndong. 

About 60 percent of the native population 
are Roman Cathol ics. According to Catholic 
sources, President Nguema Biyogo has de
creed increas ingl y restrictive measures 
against the Church . There is no Method ist 
Church but there is The Reformed Church of 
Equatorial Guinea. The United Presbyterian 
mission yearbook says that because of the 
pol it ical persecution " it is nearly impossible 
to have an y communication with this 
church, except wi th its members w ho have 
become refugees." 

The United States suspended relations 
with Equatorial Gu inea in 1976. 

A recent report in the World Council of 
Churches' monthly magazine One World 
asked if foreigners can " justi fy condoning by 
their silence po li tical murder, torture , and 
forced labor in a cou ntry wh ich is vi rtually a 
prison camp?" 

Maria Cueto, left, and Raisa Nemikin, former employees of an Episcopal Church commission, 
shown during a press conference in New York following their release from prison. 

They had been jailed on contempt charges last year for refusing to appear before a grand 
jury seeking to determine the whereabouts of Carlos Alberto Torres, a suspected Puerto Rican 
terrorist. Mr. Torres had served on the Church 's National Commission on Hispanic Affairs, of 
which Ms. Cueto was executive director and Ms. Nemikin was secretary. 
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ARCHBISHOP COGGAN AGAIN ASKS 
SHARED EUCHARIST WITH R.C.'S 

For the second time within a year in an 
ecumenical setting, Anglican Archbishop 
Donald Coggan of Canterbury has made a 
plea for " joint participation in the Sacra
ment of the Eucharist" by Anglicans and 
Roman Catholics. 

Du ring his visi t to Rome last Apri l, the 
spiritual leader of the worldwide Anglican 
Communion questioned whether the work 
of joint evangelization by Roman Catholics 
and Anglicans wou ld not be seriously weak
ened , unti I they were ab le to undertake the 
work " strengthened by joint participation" 
in the Eucharist. 

Archbishop Coggan renewed his plea in a 
sermon given in the Roman Cathol ic West
minster Cathedral in London Jan. 25, at an 
ecu menica l service marki ng the close of the 
W eek of Prayer for Chri stian Unity. 

W ith Cardinal George Bas il Hume, OSB, 
Archbishop of Westminster, l isten ing atten
tively, the Angl ican Primate complained 
about the " slow pace" whi ch he said had 
marked progress in jo int evangeli stic work 
between the two communions over the past 
decade, " in view of the speed with which 
fo rces in im ical to Christianity press on with 
their programs." 

Archbishop Coggan sa id that evangelism 
is not the task of a small coterie within the 
Church, but is rather the task incumbent on 

They're looking 
to you ... 

44 

I 

' 

Cli p this coupon 
and mail with 
your check to : 

L 

These three children of India represent 
hundreds looking to United Methodist for 

help. Unt il this year, a non-United Methodist 
Church agency had been supplying part of the 

annual funds for this children's home - and 
40 others . These funds have been cut off 

drastically, limiting the number of children 
that can be ca red for and threatening a 

number of these homes with closure . 

For 1978, Sl 50,000 is needed to feed and 
cover school expenses for these children . 

The yearly cost for one child is $120. You, 
your church or your church school class could 

help by subscribing this or any amount. 

One such home is the Johnson Girls' Hostel 
in Jabalpur. The director writus, "Our hostel 

is a place where girls can develop their 
physical, mental and spiritual power to the 

full." You can help provide such opportunity. 
Thay are looking to you. 

Designate gifts to: 
"Orphans and Homeless Children" 

Methodist Hostels, India 

--------------.... WO 007619-1 BT I 

CITY ________ STATE---- ZIP ___ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I 

World Division I 
I Room 1439 CHURCH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

4 75 Riverside Drive The United Me1hodl11 Child Support Progrem !1 • perl ol lhe world wide m1n111ry ol Tne I New York , N. Y. 10027 Bo1rd o!Globel M1nit1r 1H . ell w 11t1 child cere in1ti1ulion1 epprovedas Advence Spec1els .J 
~------------------[140] New World Outlook • March 1978 

every baptized member of the Churc.h, part 
of a Christian's disc ipleship, and a Chri s
tian 's highest privilege. 

The prelate went on to acknowledge the 
" wonderful measure" of Angli can-Roman 
Catholic un ity already achieved . 

" But," he said, " let us confess it. The 
impact that we make on a world , which like 
the Greeks in St. John's Gospel 'would see 
Jesus,' is pathetically feeble . The witness we 
bear is muted . The vis ion we share is 
blurred . 

" Can the reason be that we are div ided at 
the deepest poi i1t of un ity-the Sacrament of 
the Body and Blood of Christ? Is this God 's 
judgment on us for failing to grasp this 
nettle? 

" We recognize our unity in Bapti sm. We 
persist in disunity at the Eucharist. So we go 
to our mission weak, where we should be 
strong and invigorated." 

Archbishop Coggan remarked that during 
his travels to various countries around the 
globe, he had seen men and women, " or
dained and lay" in both communions, " re
fus ing to continue in disunity," with Roman 
Cathol ics receiving the Sacrament of 
Christ's Passion at Anglican hands, and vice 
versa . 

The -Anglican leader, however, said he 
understood that " order" must be observed 
in Church matters and that " encouragement 
must not be given to breaking of rules." 

" But," he added, " I ask: is the Holy Spirit 
speaking to the leadership of our Churches 
through the voice of the people who see 
with charity ... the scandal of disunity?" 

Archbishop Coggan was making his first 
official visit to Westminster Cathedral since 
becoming the Archbishop of Canterbury in 
1975. 

He was warmly welcomed by Cardinal 
Hume, who in a message, recalled the " long 
friendship" between himself and his guest. 

" With the help to the Lord we serve 
together," said the cardinal , " we are confi
dent that the Holy Spirit will lead us through 
all obstacles from disunity to unity, from fear 
to hope, and from an unhappy past into a 
shared future ." 

(RNS) 

INDIAN METHODIST CHURCH 
FAILS TO ELECT A BISHOP 

The Central Conference of the Method ist 
Church in Southern Asia (MCSA) failed to 
elect a bishop for the Bombay episcopal 
area and adjourned after 14 ballots at a 
special session on December 31 . The votes 
were almost equally d ivided among three 
candidates: the Rev. Kariappa Samuel , pro
fessor at Leonard Theological College and 
member of the South India Conference; Dr. 
S. K. Farmer, executive secretary of the 
Council of Christian Educat ion , MCSA, 
member of Madhya Pradesh Conference; 
and the Rev. Elliot D . Oli ve of Delhi Confer
ence, executive secretary of the MCSA Exec
utive Board . 

A resolution was passed mandating an
other extra session of the Central conference 

in 197 
shaw 
cancY 

Thi! 
of a 1 
beCa~ 

sped 
600 P· 
pasl 1 
amOUI 
aries. 
salar/ 
salariE 
225 n 

In), 
to be 
churc 
them1 
two-ti 
cast t 

No 
Boan 
fere~ 
an e1 
The 
cha 

ThE 
that ii 
South 
was c 
South 
recei 
Africa1 

The 
Met ho 
at a R 
Mini st 
ing to 

Alie 
ferenn 
structi 
Chu rd 
dence 
clergy 
the in 

ACC< 
Transkt 
lowing 
of Sou 
establis 
TranskE 
territo~ 
where 

c 
Chur 

half oft 
to Vietr 
refused 
usually 
sends rt 

Most 
Was don 
PLirchas 
boxcars 
Housto 

Acer 
debarka 



in 1978. Meanwhile reactivated Bishop A. J. 
Shaw was asked to continue filli ng the va
cancy until a new bishop is elected . 

This year will also mark the culmination 
of a 10-year program in which the MCSA 
became completely self-supporting with re
spect to pastors' salaries. Approximately 
600 pastors are involved . Each year for the 

- past 10 saw a 10 percent reduction in the 
amount of U .S. funds needed to pay sal
aries. The Delhi Conference has approved a 
salary scale that boosts most rural pastors' 
salaries by 60 percent- from 150 rupees to 
225 rupees a month (from $18 to $22). 

In January the annual conferences voted 
to become an " affiliated autonomous" 
church. One of the 11 conferences opposed 
th move, but it was rat ified by the necessary 
two-thirds majority of the aggregate votes 
cast by the annual conferences. 

ow the Central Conference Executive 
Board w il l petit ion the 1980 General Con
ference of the United Methodist Church for 
an enabling act making autonomy official. 
The name of the church will then be 
changed to the Methodist Church in India . 

METHODIST CHURCH OF S.A. 
BANNED BY TRANSKEI GOVT. 

The Transkei government has announced 
that it is banning the Methodist Church of 
South Afr ica in the Transkei. The Transkei 
was created in November, 1976 within 
South Africa as the fi rst of the homelands to 
receive "independence" from the South 
African government. 

The announcement of the banning of the 
Methodist Chruch of South Africa was made 
at a press conference by Transkei 's Prime 
Minister, Chief Kaiser Matanzima, accord
ing to the South African Press Association . 

Allegations were made at the press con
ference that the Methodist Church took in
structions from the World Council of 
Churches, which openly opposed indepen
dence of the Transkei , and that some of the 
clergy in the Transkei were also opposed to 
the independence of that territory. 

Accord ing to Chief Matanzima, the 
Transkei government has decided that fol
lowing the banning of the Methodist Church 
of South Africa a further act will be passed 
establishing the Methodist Church of the 
Transkei which would have circuits in that 
territory and in South African work centers 
where there are Transkei citizens. 

VIETNAM WHEAT SHIPMENT 
COSTS AT HALF-WAY POINT 

Church World Service has raised nearly 
half of the $700,000 it needs to ship wheat 
to Vietnam, but the U.S. government has 
refused to reimburse shipping costs as it 
usually does when the church relief agency 
sends relief abroad . 

Most of the 10,000 metric tons of wheat 
was donated by farmers and some had to be 
purchased, CWS said . The last 37 of the 11 O 
boxcars of wheat are now on their way to 
Houston, the departure point. 

A ceremony on March 4 w ill mark the 
debarkation of the first ship to sail from the 
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Dr. Kenneth Greet, chairman of the executive 
committee of the World Methodist Council, 
presen/5 the first World Methodist Peace Prize to 
Sadie Patterson, long-time union organizer and 
peace activist in Northern Ireland. The award, 
which carries a $ 7000 stipend, will be given 
annually to the Methodist who does most for the 
cause of world peace. 

United States to Vietnam si nce the end of the 
war there. CWS sa id the shipment is its 
largest in its 10-year history of relief aid to 
Vietnam. 

Paul F. McCleary, a former United 
Methodist missionary who is executive 
director of CWS, the overseas relief agency 
of the National Council of Churches, said 
that $100,000 from Lutheran World Relief 
was the largest contribution. The total 
raised , as of February 3, was $330,000. 

Other contributors to the shipping costs 
are the United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. ($25 ,000), the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief ($25 ,000), the Chris
tian Church (Disciples of Christ) ($15 ,000), 
the Chr istopher Reynolds Foundation 
($15 ,000), the Fellowship of Reconciliation 
($11 ,000), Church Women United ($3 ,000) 
and the Un ited Church of Christ ($10,000). 

Ind ividual contributions are also coming 
in to Church World Service offices, Mr. 
McCleary said, bringing the total to about 
$330,000 . 

In a letter to Mr. McCleary, John J. 
Gilligan, administrator of the Agency for 
Internat ional Development, said , " . . . In 
view of the expressed opposi tion of Con
gress to the provision of food aid to Vietnam, 
the Admin istration has decided at thi s time 
not to provide disaster assistance funds to 
fi nance the transport to Vietnam of th is 
donated wheat. " 

CHURCH AGENCIES AIDING 
IRAQI CHRISTIAN REFUGEES 

The U.S. government is reviewing the 
application of 35 Christian refugees from 
Iraq who landed at Kennedy International 
Airport on January 27 and asked for pol itical 
asy lum. 

While their case is being reviewed by the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(INS), the refugees are being housed at the 
Lathan Hotel in New York. The U.S. 
Cathol ic Conference and the International 
Rescue Committee are each paying about 
$200 a day for the refugees' room and 
board . 

The Christian refugees said they were 
fleeing religious persecution in Iraq, a 
Muslim nation . They rushed from an Iraqi 
ai rl iner shouting " Freedom, freedom , 
please! " They scuffled with airline person
nel until police arrived and turned them over 
to the INS officials. 

Maurice Kiley, INS district director said 
more than 200 Christian refugees from Iraq 
have arrived in the U.S. in the last five weeks 
seeking asylum. He said none of them had 
visas for legal entrance to the U.S. All of 
them have subsequently filed applications 
for political asylum. 

With the exception of the last group of 35 , 
the first Iraqi refugees appeared to have 

arrived quietly and are now in va rious U.S. 
ci ties with relatives or friends. 

Christians compri se about 3 percent of the 
population of Iraq. Church World Service of 
the National Council of Churches is provid
ing interpreter service for the Iraqi refugees 
and have offered to ass ist in li vi ng expenses 
if necessary. Church World Service provid
ed living expenses for Haitian refugees in a 
similar situation . 

Robert G. Wright, director of the USCC's 
northeast regional office of Migration and 
Refugee Services, said " Christians from Iraq 
have been fleeing for years, at least 10-15 
years, and thousands have been admitted to 
the U.S. " 
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A working conference on the relation be
tween salvation, survival, and human justice, 
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OVERSEAS MINISTRIES STUDY CENTER 
Ventnor, N .J. 08406 

Publishers of th e OCCASIONAL BULLETI N OF M ISS IONARY RESEA RCH 
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ISN'T ALWAYS 
A DONATION 

Sometimes itS a wise decision 
All investment programs support something! The 
UNITED METHODIST DEVELOPMENT FUND 
supports your:Church. Today, people are turning to 
the church . Looking for new alternatives. New 
hope. New life. 

The church must always flourish . But to 
develop, many local United Methodist churches 
need first mortgage loans. And they' re turning to 
the UMDF-a Fund representing thousands of 
very special people ... investing in tomorrow
today. The UMDF. .. your investment Fund ... 
holds assets in the millions and pays interest 
semi-annually. The UMDF. It's a fund with a perfect 
loans repayment record, supervised by 21 leading 
members of The United Methodist Church. 

Join our quiet crusade. Create a savings 
reserve , education fund , retirement income, or 
build an estate. Your investment will do double 
duty. Surely, it's a common sense contribution 
... and a wise decision . 

Send now for complete details on UMDF' s 
rewarding way to share-without actually 
spending. Mail coupon to: R. E. Spoor, Jr., 
executive secretary, THE UNITED METHODIST 
DEVELOPMENT FUND, Room 303, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027. 
Or. call (212) 678-6071. 

Our Investors Include: 

• Individuals 
• Churches and unions 
• Hospitals and homes 
• Schools and universities 
• General Board of Pensions 
• Annual Conference s 
• Board of Global Ministries and Divisions 
• Conference Pension Funds 
• Boards and organizations 

of The United Methodist Church 

r- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ---
o I am a United Methodist . I would like to help my fellow 

I Methodists. Please send me full details about the Fund. I under
I stand I am under no obligation. No salesperson will call. 

I Name 

I Church Affiliation . _____________ _ 

I 
I Address 

I 
\ City - -- ___ State ______ Zip __ _ 

UNITED METHODIST D EVELOPMENT FUND 
I 475 Riverside Drive 
I New York. New York I 0027 

Attention: Mr. Ralph Spoor 

~ ____ ~is ~ering by P~pe~s~nl~ _ _ _ .J 


