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MISSION MENO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

February, 1978 

Missionary Conference. Nearly 300 people gathered in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
January 9-14 for the first joint Missionary Consultation of World and National 
Divisions missionaries of BOGM. The 194 workers plus directors and staff 
worshipped together, heard a number of speeches and discussed issues in cross
divisional groups. Among the issues raised were the following: a call for 
greater emphasis on conversion and spiritual growth, a request to 11 eliminate 
the false distinctions between the national and world dimensions of our common 
global missions programs", equalization of benefits for world and national 
missionaries, more money for community developers and United Methodist Voluntary 
Service programs (including criticism of the promotion of the Human Relations 
Day special offering which funds these programs), a call for 11 serious study and 
action at the local church level related to international economic exploitation 
and the involvement of US government policy that affects the violation of human 
rights 11

, asked for pressure on the US Congress to eliminate centers in the U.S. 
and overseas where the policy and military are trained in torture techniques by 
the US military and the CIA, asked BOGM to study and bring to the 1980 General 
Conference the question of whether groups such as homosexuals and undocumented 
alien workers were being denied 11 ful l person hood 11 by church language and actions, 
and the recruitment of more minority women for mission. 

Korea. Five clergymen, two of whom are Presbyterians, who had been jailed in 
March, 1976 under an emergency decree outlawing criticism of the regime of 
President Park Chung Hee, were released under a New Year's amnesty. The two 
Presbyterian ministers, who are brothers, are the Rev. Moon Ik Hwan, also known 
as Timothy, and the Rev. Moon Dong Hwan, known as Steve, who are Old Testament 
and New Testament scholars respectively. One of the five was a Roman Catholic 
priest, the Rev. Moon Chung-hyun, believed to be the last Catholic priest held 
in a South Korean prison. The five clergymen were among eighteen Christians 
linked to a statement in March, 1976 calling for the resignation of the 
President and restoration of democracy in South Korea. Of the eighteen only 
one, Kim Dae Jung, who ran for President and was subsequently abducted from 
Japan by the Korean CIA, is still in custody, though in a hospital. Also in 
prison, along with some 238 other political prisoners, is the Korean poet Kim 
Chi Ha. 

Mass Evangelism. Follow-up studies of the results of two mass evangelism 
campaigns show why many church pastors are lukewarm about lending their suppor t 
to 11 crusades 11 and revivals: few of those who make 11 decisions for Christ 11 

) 



actually end up joining churches. The Institute for American Church Growth in 
Pasadena, Cal i forn ia, studied the results of Billy Graham's 1976 Seattle campaign 
and Campus Crusade fo r Christ's "Here's Life, America", held in several cities. 
In Seattle they found that 53 percent of the decisions registered were actually 
by Christians rededicating their lives to Christ . Of the non-churchgoers who 
made decisions for Chr ist nearly 85 percent did not join churches . Of the 
hundreds of thousands of "decisions" registered by the Campus Crusade effort, 
97 of every 100 were not decisive enough to join a church. Following the Graham 
effor t i n Seattle, 265 pastors were asked to evaluate the crusade's relationship 
to the growth of their churches one year later; 17.3 percent reported a positive 
effect while 82.7 percent said no effect. 

Meetings. As estimated 600 United Methodist are expected to attend the annual 
convention of the church's National Association of Health and Welfare Ministries 
in Dallas, Texas, March 12-15, for which the theme will be "The Church in 
Mission -- Freedom to Serve" . Special interests will include aging, chaplains, 
children, and volunteer services ... . In mid-January there was a consultation 
sponsored by the Korean Methodist Church in Seoul, South Korea on "The Nature of 
the Church and Her Role in Society. '' Bishop James Armstrong, of South and North 
Dakota, attended and represented BOGM. 

Charismatics. Claiming they want to avoid drawing theological "lines and 
distinctions which wi 11 separate Christians from Christians, 11 a new fellowship 
of United Methodists involved in charismatic renewal has organized and issued 
the first copy of a bi-monthly newsletter, Manna. Official name for the group is 
the United Methodist Renewal Services Fellowship and its acting executive is the 
Rev. Ross Whetstone, a professor of evangelism at Scarritt College . A denomina
tional fellowship was first proposed during the national Conference on Charis
matic Renewal in Kansas City last July and Dr. Whetstone spoke against forming a 
United Methodist group. The word "charistmatics" has been left out of the title 
because some members of the group do not want certain theological interpretations 
of the word applied to them. Dr . Whetstone said a definition of "charismatic" 
should not be limited to "glossalia" or speaking in tongues but should be broadly 
defined to include all the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Farmers. At a meeting in Mandan, North Dakota, the 12-member leadership group 
of the United Methodist National Network on Town and Country Ministries voiced 
support for the striking U.S. farmers "as they seek to establish a fair and 
equitabl e pricing structure for food and other agricultural products " and called 
on Un ited Methodists to support the farmers so that "those who invest their 
money, the i r efforts, their families and their lives in food production may be 
assured reasonable economic stability and security .. . . " The action is believed 
to be the firs t such statement on the issue from any United Methodist Church
related agency. A later clarification said the statement was not intended as an 
express i on of support for the strike itself but only to call on churches to 
"gi ve consideration to the significance of the problem." 

Liber ia Interns . Four students from the Perkins School of Theology at Southern 
Method i st Universi ty in Dallas left in mid-January to begin an eleven-month 



period as interns in Liberia. The group, consisting of Sylvester Chase , Ester 
Hammond, Elias Martinez, and David Mosser, will serve individually in such 
places as Monrovia, Gbarnga, and the Cape Palmas district as well as attendi ng 
the Liberian Annual Conference and holding periodic evalu~tion meet i ngs . Bi shop 
Bennie D. Warner has described the program as 11 one of the best things that has 
taken place". 

Deaths. Roy G. Ross, a principal architect of the National Council of Churches 
and its second general secretary, died of pneumonia January 8 at a nursing 
home in Pompano Beach, Florida; he was 79. An ordained minister of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), he had been instrumental in the pro
duction of the Revised Standa rd Version Bible ... . Grace Ying Choy, wife of 
Bishop Wilbur W.Y. Choy of the Sea t tle area, died there December 26 at the age 
of 55; She has been receiving chemotherapy treatments for some time .... The Rev. 
Canon Subir Biswas, 44, of St . Paul's Cathedral, Calcutta, died November 13 of 
cancer. Canon Biswas was president of the National Christian Council of India 
and a pioneer in social and relief services in the city of Calcutta .. .. 
Gertrude Allen Wicke, wife of Bishop Lloyd Wicke (retired), died January 2 after 
a long illness .... Olive (Mrs. Sydney R.) Anderson, 87, died January 4 in 
Atlanta. She and Mr. Anderson, who survives, were long-time Methodist mission
aries in China .... The Rev. Charles F. Kraft, 66, professor of Old Testament at 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary for 30 years before his retirement, 
died January 8 in Evanston. 

Zaire. Contrary to reports from some "wrongly informed" persons, it was the 
rebels from Angola who caused havoc and death in southern Zaire last year, not 
the Zairean peace-restoring troops, a Methodist district superintendent has 
written to American friends. The Rev. Chot Kason Kayemb begged missionaries to 
return to Zaire, assuring them "life is normalized" in the Kapanga area. 

Ecumenism. Common understandings about the Lord's Supper have been reached by 
representatives of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches and the Vatican's 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity after seven years of conversations ; 
unresolved disagreements remain on requirements for ordination of ministers and 
priests to make eucharistic fellowship possible .. .. Christian-Jewish relation
ships have improved immeasurably but progress has been confined largely to the 
top level of the religious communities, according to a panel of Christian and 
Jewish theologicans and scholars. 

Members and Money. Membership in the United Methodist Church stands at 
9,785,534, not counting 1.4 million preparatory members and 600,000 church 
members abroad. A decrease of 75,494 members is the smallest loss in recent 
years. Giving to 10 major Protestant denominations, including the UMC, showed 
an increase of 7.1 percent, outstripping inflation. The statistics are for 
1976, the latest year for which data are available. 



Film Prize. "Minnie Remembers", a short film about the loneliness of old age 
produced by United Methodist Convnunications, has received a Golden Eagle award 
f rom the Council on International Non-theatrical Events (CINE). 

Mi ss ion Briefs . The Methodist Church in Mozambique is going forward and giving 
is higher than ever, reports missionary Mary Jean Tennant. The church is for
tunate to have the "spiritual insight gained during his hospitalization" of 
Bishop Almeida Penicela, who remains paralyzed from an auto accident, she adds .. 
. . .. The largest class to complete the international nursing program at Emory 
University -- 13 nurses from eight countries -- have returned to their homes 
after intensive study in maternal/child health and family planning. Rhena 
Schweitzer Miller, daughter of Dr. Albert Schweitzer, says the UMC-aided 
program is "exactly what is needed" for Africa and 11 its results are both prac-
tical and invnediately beneficial . 11 

•••• An $11,000 grant from the Call to 
Prayer and Self Denial of United Methodist Women has made possible a visiting 
nurse service for indigent elderly people in northern New Mexico .... The 
Methodist Hospital of Jacksonville, Florida celebrated its tenth anniversary 
recently and announced plans to build a $6 million, 10-story professional build
ing and shopping mall similar t o one constructed by the hospital in 1974. 

South Africa . A growing number of American businesses and TV and radio stations 
are refusing to sell or advertise the Krugerrand gold coins of South Africa. The 
huge brokerage firm of Merrill, Lynch discontinued selling the gold coin at the 
end of last year. In Chicago, three local TV stations have joined network 
affiliate stations in New York and Boston in discontinuing Krugerrand advertise
ments . A major department store in Chi cago, Carson, Pirie, Scott & Co . , stopped 
selling Krugerrands in late November, as did Abraham & Strauss in Brooklyn and 
the Continental Bank of Chicago . Opponents of South Africas apartheid system 
say sale of the gold coins bolsters the support of the white minority regime 
there .... In mid-January Amnesty International published a 108 page report on 
political imprisonment in South Africa . The report states that the use of tor
ture by security police during questioning is routine and cha racterizes as 
"vindictive and uncompromising" the conditions under which convicted political 
prisoners are held. At least 38 political prisoners, including the African 
nationalist leader Nelson Mandela, are imprisoned for life. 

Church Union. Local churches of the 1 .8 million-member United Church of Christ 
and the 1 .3 million-member Christ i an Church (Disciples of Christ) are being 
asked to have joint studies across denominational lines to decide whether to hold 
formal union discussions in 1979. National and regional agencies of both 
Churches will be polled on their opinions, but the major focus is on local level 
talks, especially on the biblical and social implications of church union and 
history of the two churches. 

Mr. Sinai. Egyptian President Anwar el-Sadat has commissioned an architect to 
draw up plans for a combined church, mosque, and synagogue atop Mount Sinai, 
where Moses received the 10 Corrvnandments. Mr. Sadat told the Jerusalem Post that 
the proposed structure would be a 11 unique 11 edifice shared by the three great 
monotheistic faiths. There are now two small structures on the 8,000 foot peak, 
one a church and the other a Moslem shrine . 



~ EDITORIALSC!J 
"I Have a Dream ... 
But no Job" 

Two things accidentally coincided in 
mid-January which offered an opportu
nity to reflect on the difference ten 
years makes . One was the celebration 
of the birthday of Martin Luther King, 
Jr., the famed civil rights leader who 
was slain ten years ago in Memphis . For 
the celebration of Dr. King's birthday a 
number of church leaders and former 
civil rights activists met in Atlanta to 
take stock. Coincidentally, just a day 
prior to that meeting, the Administra
tion released figures showing that the 
jobless rate in the nation fell to 6.4%, 
the lowest since October, 1974, and that 
there were more than 400,000 new jobs 
in December alone and a rise of 4.1 
million for the year . The Administration 
could not hide its enthusiasm for this 
apparent vindication of its slow-but
steady economic policies . 

As encouraging as these figures were 
they also tended to support the obser
vation made ten years ago in the Kerner 
report that we are in effect two nations, 
one black and the other white , separate 
and unequal. Although the jobless rate 
for blacks fell in December to 12.5 
percent from 13.8 percent in November 
it was still more than twice the Decem
ber rate for whites of 5.6 percent . For 
black teenagers of both sexes the 
December rate of 37.3 percent was 
nearly three times the rate for white 
teenagers of 12.6 percent. In view of 
these figures , it was not surprising that 
the Atlanta celebration in honor of the 
late Dr. King focussed almost entirely 
on the word "jobs" and much less on 
the word in fashion ten years ago, 
" rights ." 

The disparity in jobs for blacks and 
whites has persisted throughout the 
economic recovery and was one of the 
themes of campaigner Jimmy Carter, 
who promised to close the gap . He can 
feel satisfaction that his prediction last 
year of an improvement in the overall 
jobless rate was pretty much on target, 
but he can take no satisfaction in the 
continuing black-white disparity. In 
fact , it must be a source of considerable 
frustration. The disparity is even more 
obvious in a period of recovery than it 
was when "everyone" was out of work. 

The federal government must increase 
its financing of urban rehabilitation 
efforts-the President's two hour visit 
to the South Bronx must have im
pressed him with that-and there must 
be continued emphasis on public ser
vice employment by state and local 
governments . 

And one issue which few dreamed 
ten years ago we would be facing today 
is the entire area of what the federal 
government calls " affirmative action" 
and what many others call " reverse 
discrimination. " The issue is complex 
beyond measure and it is doubtful it will 
go away regardless of what the Su
preme Court decides to do with Mr. 
Bakke. But the recently released statis
tics pose a difficult question for those 
who support Mr. Bakke : if we have had 
so much difficulty bridging the black
white disparity in jobs even with federal 
policies of affirmative action, how will 
we ever be able to do it without those 
policies? And if the black-white job 
disparity continues as it has, how near 
are we really to the kind of nation for 
which Dr. King longed and dreamed? 

Forgotten Cambodia 
Eight years ago this Spring, April 30th 

to be exact, President Richard Nixon 
announced the American invasion (he 
used the euphemism "i ncurs ion") of 
then neutral Cambodia for the purpose 
of wiping out suspected Communist 
bases . No such bases were found but 
protests .against this obvious widening 
of the war were mounted in many 
capitals around the world and on U.S. 
campuses from coast to coast . Four 
students died tragically at Kent State 
University in Ohio. No one knows how 
many became disillusioned about their 
government. And over in Cambodia, 
which was so unwarlike that the ruins of 
Angkor Wat were still accessible to 
foreign tourists, the days of relative 
peace and security were over. 

The reason Mr. Nixon gave for invad
ing Cambodia, it is worth remember
ing, was to avoid the bloodbath he felt 
sure would take place in South Vietnam 
if the North Vietnamese were to prevail. 
Since the Communist victory three 

years ago Vietnam has not been the 
most joyful place on earth but it cannot 
truthfully be said a bloodbath has taken 
place either. Unfortunately, the same 
cannot be said for now Communist 
Cambodia. Since the Khmer Rouge 
victory in April, 1975, between one and 
two million persons have been killed or 
died as a result of their treatment. 
Sketchy but consistent reports , chiefly 
fr()m refugees , speak of a " planned" 
massacre of thousands of people , mass 
deportations of people from the city to 
the countryside (the same declared 
policy for which the world, rightly, 
condemns South Africa), and a " sys
tematic" effort by the government to 
wipe out the middle and upper classes. 
Some 30,000 Cambodians have fled to 
Thailand . Cambodia now has to rank 
high on anyone's list of places where 
human rights are being violated to the 
greatest extent. 

In addition, there is now a border war 
going on between Vietnam and Cam
bodia, with Vietnam appearing to have 
the upper hand . However, this is not as 
ominous as it first appeared . The basic 
human rights problems is the policy of 
Cambodia' s government toward its 
own people . 

Realistical ly, there is very little if 
anything the outside world can do 
about what is happening in Cambodia. 
Even if the situation is placed on the 
agenda of the United Nations this 
month it is doubtful any useful effect 
will result. Nevertheless, we can never 
know when a government will suddenly 
become responsive to " world opin
ion. " For that reason alone we should 
not submit to apathy. 

For our part, the churches can step up 
our aid to Cambodians who are fleeing 
in ever increasing numbers to Thailand. 
For over two years Church World 
Service has supported a program run by 
the Church of Christ in Thailand. The 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
has appealed for sponsors of Cambo
dian refugees who seek to come to the 
United States. Relief agencies say these 
refugees are having a harder time than 
the Vietnamese because they are more 
isolated from one another and know so 
little about what is happening in the 
country they have left behind. 

I 



TO PREPftRE ft RE~URRECTION ... 

Take one pinch 
of ashes, roughly smeared , 
add some forty winter days 
and nights, that never quite 
can break through into Spring . 
Leaves of Palm, 
or some such thing , 
lend a green and spicy foretaste 
to the dish if mixed 
with crusty, Arab bread , 
a skin or two of blood red wine. 

Stale betrayal , then , 
should have its time of ferment 
followed by a monumental 
searing pain that ends in cold 
and empty silence, lasting 
for a day or more-call it three
before . .. Voila! The final feast 
is risen , ready to come forth , 
be shared . 0 taste , and see ! 

J. Barrie Shepherd 



Lent is a time for reflection , for 
meditation . Some of us who never 
stop du ring other seasons of the year 
do stop during Lent and meditate. 
Our thinking and praying may bring 
about a lament such as the one in the 
fourth verse of this Psalm , " How 
shall we sing the Lord 's song in a 
strange land?" The strangeness of 
the land for most of us is not because 
it's a different country such as the 
Hebrews were in , but because the 
land which once was familiar to us is 
now strange . Some of the strange-

HOW S"HftLL WE )ING THE LORD') S"ONG7 
ft LENTEN MEDIT ftTION 

ness of the land is due to changes 
which have taken place in it. 

The small town where I grew up is 
no longer familiar to me . When I 
lived there , there were several 
stores , gas stations, and a high 
school. Today there is no longer 
anything but an elementary school 
and one or two stores. Almost every
one goes to the nearby city to shop 
and work . The older people who 
were such a vital part of the commu
nity have died , and there seems to be 
no one to take their places. Thi s has 

<;f!LLY CURTI<; flWEW 

By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat 
down, yea, we wept, when we 
remembered Zion. 

We hanged our harps upon the 
willows in the midst thereo f. 

For there they that carried us away 
captive required of us a song; and 
they that wasted us required of us 
mirth, saying, Sing us one of the 
songs of Zion. 

How shall we sing the Lord's song in 
a strange land? 

Psalms 137: 1-4 

happened to countless small towns 
across the nation . How shall we si ng 
the Lord 's song when there seems to 
be no one there to sing to? 

Changes in the Land 

There can be no doubt that the 
land has changed . Twenty years ago 
there would have been no black 
persons cle rk ing in stores , worship
p ing in fo rm erl y all-w hite churches , 
spea king on the floo rs of formerly 
all -whi te co nferences and other 
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gatherings, or in the schools of the 
South. Women would not have con
sidered going to church in a pantsuit. 
In fact, most women wouldn ' t have 
co nsidered going to church without 
a hat and gloves. There was certainly 
none of the casual cal ling of persons 
by their first names t hat we find 
today. Yes , the land has changed! 

The role of women in society has 
changed the land , too. Women show 
up in jobs that used to be open to 
men only. Women are certainly more 
aggressive in seeking fulfillment and 
recogn ition than ever before . When I 
married 16 years ago, I understood 
inherently that I wou ld have to give 
up my ideas of becoming a preacher. 
In fact , I understood it so well that 
even before my marriage, I had 
gotten trained to do something else 
which was acceptable in the eyes of 
society. Today society doesn't lay 

that kind of stricture on a young 
woman . Actually, it seems that so
ciety doesn' t lay many strictures on 
anyone these days. Most of us are 
content to live and let live. 

The Revised Standard Version of 
the Bible and the New English Bible 
translate the fourth verse of this 
Psalm, " How shall we sing the Lord's 
song in a foreign land?" Strange or 
foreign, most of us would agree that 
you don 't have to go outside the 
territorial boundaries of the United 
States to find such a land. The land 
we once knew has become foreign 
because of changes that have taken 
place . We need to understand that 
these changes are a part of our lives 
and that they will continue to hap
pen. We cannot hope to have the 
question of this Psalm answered for 
us by having the land around come to 
a screeching halt in its changes . 

Changes Within Us 

But the changes that happen all 
around us don 't contribute as much 
to the strangeness of the land as do 
those changes which take place 
within each of us. As we look inward 
during Lent , each of us recognizes 
changes that have taken place inside 
ourselves. Things happen to us in 
our inner lives that change the way 
we look at the world . In a way we 
become like Zaccheus who climbed 
a tree to get a better look at Jesus. We 
sometimes need to climb a tree to get 
a wider vision of the world in 
response to God's call. When we 
take the risk of climbing that tree , 
things happen to us . We are more 
aware of what is going on in the 
world around us. 

As our priorities change , our lives 
change. I can remember a time when 

"Some of the strangeness of the land is due to changes which have taken place in it. ... How shall we sing the Lord's song when there seems 
to be no one there to sing to?" 
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Februory I looked out the window on o desolote doy, 

ond suddenly my eyes beheld some crocus. 
I knew this ploce wos God's, tool" 

one of my highest priorities was 
always to have a really clean house. I 
still don 't like living in a pigpen, but 
then I don't spend hours and hours 
cleaning a house that is already 
reasonably clean. I also find that I am 
not much concerned with clothes 
and jewelry any more . I'm much 
more concerned about myself as a 
whole person-a physical , spiritual, 
mental person. I ' m much more 
aware of the world around me, and I 
don't think that I'm that much differ
ent from most people I know. 

Problems of the World 

We are more aware of the prob
lems of the world . The Missional 
Priorities which General Conference 
set for 1976-1980 certainly bespeak 
our awareness. At the same time 
these three priorities also continue 
to raise our awareness. As we read 
and study about them , we are more 
and more aware of the problems they 
present. The energy crisis also has 
made us more aware of the world 's 
shrinking resources. When our 
awareness causes action, then we've 
come even closer to making the 
world a strange place by what hap
pens within us . 

For us as Christians the world 
becomes strange the mfnute we 
begin to apply our Christian princi
ples to our daily lives . When we 
become more concerned for per
sons than for maintaining the status 
quo, we alienate much of the world 
around us, just as Jesus did when he 

went to eat dinner with Zaccheus . 
We spend a lot of time talking about 
the rewards of a Christian life, but we 
forget that there are times when such 
a life is difficult and almost impossi
ble . We are possessed with the idea 
that when we are good, we will be 
rewarded and not suffer as did the 
Hebrews as they wrote this Psalm of 
lament. 

If the world is really all that 
strange, how do we sing the Lord 's 
song? Several years ago I was asking 
that question over and over. We had 
just moved , and I was feeling the 
pangs of loneliness for family and 
friends. I couldn 't find anything 
good about the place we'd moved. 
For months I wallowed in self-pity 
and despair. In February I looked out 
the window on a desolate day, and 
suddenly m eyes beheld some cro
cus . I knew this place was God 's, 
too! The crocu~ came to symbolize 
for me that no land is beyond God 's 
reach . When I saw those little yellow 
flowers that day, I realized that they 
were just like the crocus I'd had in my 
yard before we moved . I'd planted 
those others, and I didn 't even know 
these were there until they bloomed 
as the first harbinger of spring. 

A Spiritual Spring 

Not only did a physical spring 
come not long after that, but a 
spiritual spring came for me. It didn't 
come in the normal cycle of piety and 
prosperity, but it came nevertheless . 
Most of us are like Job in wanting 

prosperity to follow our piety and 
having a hard time understanding 
when it doesn't. But, by the very lives 
we lead as Christians, we sing the 
Lord's song in a strange land . In 
Jerome K. Jerome's book, The Third 
Floor Back, a stranger from the 
streets enters a boardinghouse in 
London to take the only vacant room . 
As he moves in and out among the 
guests, extraordinary changes take 
place. Their lives become free from 
commonplace drabness, and pride, 
resentment, and jealousy disappear. 
Paul Scherer in the exposition on 
Luke in The Interpreter's Bible says 
of Jesus' meeting with Zaccheus , " It 
redeemed the past , transformed the 
present, and redirected the future ." 
Isn' t that what should happen to us 
as we encounter Jesus? 

After an encounter such as Zac
cheus had, lives are redirected , and 
we do learn to sing the Lord 's song in 
a strange land. We learn that nothing 
which belongs to God can be 
strange . When all parts of our lives 
become God's, then we are no 
longer strange. We respond with joy 
and celebration to the knowledge 
that we can sing the Lord 's song in a 
strange land because it is no longer 
strange! It, too, is God 's, and we 
rejoice as we recognize that. • 

M s. AsKew is pastor o f the Piney Grove 
United Me thodist Chu rch in North 
Georgia . She is a member of the Board of 
Global Ministries. 
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A Meltinll Pot 
for the Indochinese

An Illusion r Ruth Seitz 

S lim Indochinese children frol
ic in the lounge area of a 
shopping mall. A flip of the 

radio dial brings on the tonal dialect 
of a Vietnamese announcer over 
Harrisburg's WMSP. Many of my 
friends ' children have at least one 
Southeast Asian classmate. Here in 
Pennsylvania where 8,818 refugees 
have resettled , another culture is 
blending into the American melting 
pot. Since the fall of Nationalist 
regimes in Indochina, almost 145,000 
refugees are making the U.S. their 
adopted homeland . 

On the surface the Vietnamese, 
Cambodians and Laotians are more 
than coping. Across the nation most 
are employed-about 95 per cent of 
those sixteen years and older have 
jobs even though some still need 
cash assistance because their wages 
are low. 

But older women who are not a 
part of the working world made 
limited progress. " The words go out 
of my head as quickly as I pour them 
in," explains one. With poor English 
comprehension, this segment of the 
refugee population stays home and 
remains aloof from American com
munity life. 

Indochinese refu.iees 
view their future 

here with both 
uncertainty 

and determination. 

If their daughters are earning, 
mothers enjoy staying home to take 
care of their young grandchildren . 
Kim Vui Henry, a night club singer in 
the nation's capital , says her mother 
is pleased with this role. 

A lack of proficiency in English has 
severe implications for advancement 
in employment , particularly for the 
family 's chief breadwinner. Forty
seven per cent of 30,628 heads of 
refugee households completed high 
school ; 22.9 per cent are university 
graduates. These highly-schooled 
immigrants gladly entered the job 
market as the lowest men on the 
totem pole. But to stay on a menial 
jobfortwoyearswith little likelihood 
of advancement is disheartening. 

Discontent of Professionals 

Professionals feel a distinct unrest. 
A Vietnamese lawyer works as a 
knitter in a factory for $4.20 an hour. 
Once a property owner of the upper 
class in his homeland, he struggles to 
support his family of nine-mainly 
because he knows little English . He 
doesn't foresee much improvement. 
"I think life is over," he summarizes. 
"So I am working to help our 
children do good in the future ." 

lndo-China medical doctors work 
with steady drive to qualify to prac
tice in the U.S. A foreign physician 
must pass both the English and 
medical portions of the Educational 
Commission for Foreign Medical 
Graduates (ECFMG) exam with a 
score of 75 . The test is administered 
every six months . Some applicants 
study 10-12 hours a day, trying 
repeatedly. 

An es ti mated 200 of the 482 I ndo
chi nese refugee physicians who have 
undergone short-term training at 
one of seven medical institutions 
have passed the ECFMG . The Gov
ernment predicts that 90 per cent will 
eventually qualify. 

After passing, what next? Compe
tition for residency openings is keen . 
On the other hand, there are pockets 
of rural America which would wel
come a physician 's services . These 
newcomers to the culture do not 
relish working in such professional 
isolation . The frequency of malprac
tice suits in America makes me 
cautious, noted one refugee doctor 
who had a private practice south of 
Saigon. Some rural churches spon
sored refugee doctors because their 
communities didn 't have medical 



services . But these doctors are under 
no obligation to set up a practice 
there . One doctor who enjoys a 
small mountain community said he 
wouldn ' t have the confidence or 
experience needed to put out his 
own shingle . He is now in search of a 
niche in a residency program . 

Special Immigrant Status 

Under-employment- generals 
working as janitors and teachers 
operating dishwashers-is linked to 
their immigration statu s. Under con
gressional action which adjusts their 
position from parolee to permanent 
resident alien , the Indochinese will 
be eligible for in-state tuition rates at 
many colleges and for enlistment in 
the U.S . armed forces. 

It would also have a positive effect 
on the refugees ' outlook. " Now 
most of the people I know don't save 
money," says Cuong Due Vu , a 
manager at a Japanese restaurant. 
" They buy anything they see and can. 
They say, 'We don't know what will 
happen to us here. ' 11 Vietnam 's 
acceptance in the United Nations 
struck caution with staunch Nation
alists. These Vietnamese fear that the 
easing of relations between Wash
ington and Hanoi will give the pres
ent socialist government of Vietnam 
some hold over them . 

Agony of Separated Families 

Being separated from their fami
lies-with little chance of reunifica
tion in sight-is a bitter agony. For 
people with firm generational and 
even ancestral ties , this loss is pro
found. 

Single men , many who are former 
military officers , feel especially 
abandoned . A man who cracked a 
joke in a meeting I observed com
mitted suicide several weeks later . 
His loneliness and a war experi
ence-being the only survivor of a 
mortar attack-had played havoc 
with his emotional endurance . 

Many refugees do not try to con
tact their families-to avoid recrimi
nation from the government there . 
Mr. To left his wife and eight children 
in Vietnam with no word from them 
since . 

Church agencies advise refugees 
to reroute their mail through agen
cies in France or Canada. Through 
this channel one woman learned that 
her aunt no longer likes rice and eats 
only broth . " That was her way of 

Indochinese artists who came to the U.S. as refugees since the 1975 fall of the Nationalist regime 
sing folk songs which stir nostalgia but heal homesickness among other refugees. 
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Many Indochinese are llrateful for life in a country 
that is not at war. Those who have opportunity 

enllalle in activities they did at home, such as fishinll. 

telling me that she doesn't have very 
much to eat." 

A Laotian who spent seven months 
in a Thai refugee camp before reach
ing Pennsylvania is disturbed that his 
family who remains there must pay 
high prices to stay in the unpleasant 
camp . Several thousand refugees 
fled in small boats to Thailand and 
elsewhere this year. These and other 
Indochinese on the United Nations 
High Commissioner's list of refugees 
total 76,000. 

Church World Service Helps 

Some settled refugees are utilizing 
the continued services of Church 
World Service, which receives funds 
from the United Methodist Com
mittee on Relief (UMCOR) , to spon
sor relatives on the UN list. " Fifteen 
thousand more have been accepted 
by the U.S. ; we are rounding up as 
many willing congregations as possi
ble ," states Lilia Fernandez of 
UMCOR in New York . " The Govern
ment expects agencies to move them 
from the airport to their sponsor's 
community. " 

The Indochinese community is 
remarkably ingenious at combating 
their distress with action . " When 
they come to the end of one road ," 
points out one church social worker, 
" they make another." Within the 
past year local ethnic associations 
(114 Vietnamese, 17 Cambodian and 
7 Lao) mushroomed across the 
States . With support from CWS and 
several other voluntary agencies , the 
500-member Vietnamese Association 
of Greater Metropolitan Area of 
Harrisburg aims to teach Vietnamese 
to young children. 

To assist with the burden of ex
penses of weddings, funerals and 
accidents , the group collects money 
for members. " We can help each 
other and not be separated to each 
other," indicates Vice-President Ry 
Gran in support of self-help. 

Vietnamese in the Harri sburg area 
repeatedly prai se the programming 
of " The Spirit of Vietnam," two and 
one-half hours of Vietnamese radio 
time each week. Under CWS spon
sorship, this broadcast presents in
formation with two purposes-to 
accelerate Vietnamese understand
ing of America and to maintain their 
own cultural identity . 

" The station is also Ann Landers ," 
chuckles Truong Ngoc Phuong , 
director of the popular broadcast. 
" When I receive a call from a lonely 
person who is about to end his life , I 
go. Other people call to discuss 
family problems , for instance, a 
dispute between a father and a son 
who wants to marry a girl he has met 
rather than waiting for the family 
choice. " 

Learning Alien Ways 

Family relationships are under in
creasing strain-especially over the 
Indochinese standards of respect . 
One single adult explains why his 
father is sad . " In our family of twelve 
there are five wage-earners . In Viet
nam the oldest family member pro
vides for everyone. Younger ones 
may assist secretly so that he can 
keep respect . Here my father cannot 
earn enough for all , but my younger 
brothers do not contribute." 

One way of showing respect is to 
ask permission to leave the house. " I 
allow my children to go out with their 
friends ," explains one father who is 
seeking a middle road with his three 
daughters, " but I insist on knowing 
where they are." 

Some peop[e cluck their tongues 
in despair when they see school 
children walk and spout nonsense 
like their free-wheeling American 
peers. " There's nothing I don' t like 
about America," one eight-year-old 
chirped before she trooped onstage 
to dance in honor of the ancient 
Cham mountain people . Th is young 

set is already latching onto a concept 
that Phuong hopes to convey in his 
broadcast : " If you don 't speak up for 
yourself, nobody will. " 

Easing the Adjustment Period 

Educating the American publi c to 
the cultural background of the I ndo
chinese is another means of aiding 
the refugees' adjustment. Women 
lack knowl edge of hospital proce
dures during delivery. Because w hite 
is the color signifying death in their 
culture, they respond negat ive ly to 
the American white sterile environ
ments . Touching a child 's head is an 
intimate gesture among Buddhists. 
When a nurse straps a fetal mo nitor
ing device over the unborn child's 
head , the Vietnamese woman in 
labor is not only terrified by its 
strangeness but also becau se it 
breaks a cultural taboo . M edical staff 
who understand anxiety points such 
as these can explain what is being 
done and why. 

One church agency is preparing 
aud io-visual materials for medical 
technician s. One pamphlet w ill pre
sent typical medical questions in five 
languages so that emergency cen
ters-police , ambulance squads and 
hospitals-can find out essential in
formation from non-Engli sh-speak
ing victims . 

A social worker responsible for 
1,600 refugees sums up a resettle
ment success measure : " Only w hen 
the Indochinese refugees are ... 
contributing members of society w ill 
they be happy and Americans happy 
with them. " The formula fo r reach
ing that melting pot illusion is com
plex. But a large percentage of the 
refugees are still trying- in sp ite of 
daunting obstacles. • 

Ruth Seitz is a free- lance writer cur
rently living in Halifax, Pennsylvania. 
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North Rampart Street is more than 
the dividing line between one of 
New Orleans' more posh residen
tial/commercial districts, the French 
Quarter, and one of its most blight
ridden neighborhoods, Treme. 

It's also a battleground , pitting the 
expansionist strategems of the city's 
commercial interests on one hand 
against the survival tactics of the 
black poor and their advocates, on 
the other. 

On North Rampart Street , the 
moneyed presently have a television 
stud io, a municipal cultural center, a 
prestigious segregated athletic club , 
any number of new and used car 
dealerships and a string of chic 
eating and watering spots . 

The black poor and their advocates 
are not wi thout a champion , how
ever. They have a green Spanish
style bu ild ing on the corner of the 
1100 block. This is St. Mark's Com
munity Center, an agency related to 
the Board of Global Ministries of the 
United Method ist Church. 

Story of the Center 

The story of St. Mark's is a saga of 
community work and neighborhood 
development. It 's an underdog's 
story, a come-from-behind-victory, 
perhaps an example in how a battle
ground is transformed into a meeting 
place. And while the verdict isn't in , 
it's heartening, nonetheless , to ex
amine what's happened there. 

St. Mark's opened its doors on 
North Rampart Street nearly 70 years 
ago as a Methodist center for white 
New Orleanians . A change in the 
racial composition of its neighbor
hood and the thrust of civil rights 
agitation led St. Mark's to attempts at 
integration . But as blacks started 
frequenting the center, whites start
ed absenting themselves. 

From 1966-71 , St. Mark's found 
itself on the skids. It had become a 
rough place, marred by assaults and 
vandalism and the tyranny of street 
toughs . People avoided it altogether 
after dark . The situation there 
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James Borders 

seemed to have deteriorated past 
any hope of redemptio n. 

Then came the turnaround-a re
covery so remarkable that today St. 
Mark's is the single largest agency 
serving youth in the New Orleans 
metropolitan area, attracting more 
than 300 youngsters daily to its " Total 
Youth Development" Programs. 

Recent Turnaround 

The success of St . Mark's has been 
wrought mainly in the last five years , 
under the directorship of 31-year-old 
David Billings and his staff. In 1972, 
Billings started his tenure at St. 
Mark's with a staff of five, an annual 
budget of $65,000, and one program 
emphasis-recreation. Today, the 
center's staff totals 42, operates on a 
budget of $450,000 and maintains six 
program divisions. 

St. Mark's conducts a midday 
recreation program for six neighbor
hood elementary schools without 
proper physical education facilities 
and an afterschool recreation pro-



gram, through which the center 
makes its pool , gym and game room 
area available to young people from 
all over the city. St. Mark's is tackling 
the problems of juvenile develop
ment with its alternative junior high 
school , the Treme Street Academy. 
The center also sponsors a Big Sister 
Program, a School of Creative Arts 
and a job-readiness training pro
gram . At its 22-acre campground in a 
rural part of southeastern Louisiana, 
St. Mark's operates an open-class
room elementary school that pro
vides children with experiences in 
environmental and academic educa
tion . 

How did such a metamorphosis 
come to be? 

Staff Value Autonomy 

The notion of autonomy is crucial 
to Billings and his staff. It is " freedom 

to do things in a certain way without 
people tying our hands" that they 
claim absolutely essential if they are 
to be effective in their work . 

" It was a belief of mine," says 
Billings, " that an organization like St. 
Mark ' s could operate differently 
from the norm. I believed that you 
could open the facility to all kinds of 
community groups . I believed you 
could have a definite political stance 
and still garner support from tradi
tional sources. I believed you could 
hire people , not so much based on 
their academic or past job experi
ences, but on their 'feel ' for the 
community and young people. In 
other words , I believed that the 
' rhetoric ' of the 60 's could be made 
real. " 

Billings talks of hiring counselors 
who did not necessarily have de
grees in social work or whose pro-

fessional qualifications would dictate 
they be placed in other job slots, but 
people whose capabilit ies in general 
and whose desire for that kind of 
work in particular, made their per
formance exceed the demands of the 
positions. 

Haven For Community Groups 

St. Mark's support to other social 
action programs throughout the 
New Orleans area is regu larly ac
knowledged in the community. It has 
been a virtual haven for groups 
seeking " no-hassle re lationships" 
with institutions. Thus, local defense 
fund committees, tenants ' groups, 
strikers , gay rights activists, social 
and pleasure clubs, drama groups, 
free univers ity, community kitchens, 
crisis intervention groups and the 
like have all found their way to St. 
Mark's at one time or another for 

Charles Newton, St. Mark's swimming instructor, demonstrates dive to students of the Street Academy. 
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David Billings (above), 

St. Mark's executive director, 

points out that St. Mark's growth 

has come at a time of increased 

competition for the 

social service dollar. 
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meetings, conferences and tem
porary lodging. 

The center constantly swirls with 
activity from the early morning to the 
heart of night. But Dave Billings 
maintains a low profile around the 
facility . This is due partly to his 
sensitivity to being a white director at 
the center whose constituency is 
overwhelmingly black and partly to 
the role he plays . If the staff at St. 
Mark's sees itself as anything, it sees 
itself as a team . 

"Here at St . Mark's, we assess our 
needs from the bottom up. The staff 
initiates the program ideas and my 
job is to translate those programmat
ic ideas into funding," he says. 

Garnering Financial Support 

This approach seems to have 
worked well. Though Billings is care
ful to point out that St. Mark's growth 
has come " in a period of increased 
competition for all forms of the social 
service dollar and during a period of 
decreased revenue support from the 
Church, " it has, nevertheless, been 
able to garner backing from a wide 
range of other funding sources. 

With the appropriation from the 
National Division, United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries, to St. 
Mark's down from $25,000 in 1972 to 
$20,600 presently, the center has 
increased its operating budget with 
grants from the United Way, Nation
al Endowment for the Arts, Law 
Enforcement Assistance Administra
tion, Comprehensive Employment 
and Training Act , Council of Jewish 
Women, Louisiana State Department 
of Education and a host of others. 

Billings is proud of the wide 
support St. Mark's enjoys and the 
results its programs have produced. 
The LEM-funded Treme Street Acad
emy, for instance, has not only 
delivered on its promise to drastical
ly reduce the rate of recidivism 
among its junior high-aged former 
delinquents, but has also managed 
to raise their educational levels by 2.2 
grade levels per year and get many of 
the students back into regular 
schools , while virtually eliminating 
the vandalism and mutilation of 
property that once plagued St. 
Mark's. But he is not about to be 
lulled into a state of false security. 

Having fought to develop St. 
Mark's with a great deal of its internal 
autonomy intact, Billings and his staff 
have no " godfathers" and their pro
grams " are nobody's pet project," 



but then , neither do they have the 
political protection to ward off cer
tain kinds of attacks on the center . 

In the event that the Rampart 
Street developers make a concerted 
effort to go for St. Mark's jugular, 
Billings can only hope for assistance 
from community peop le who believe 
in the work they are doing. 

Fear for the Future 

" We live in constant fear," he says, 
" that someone who is in a position to 
do us in, will. We know there are 
people who would like to tear this 
building down and make it a parking 
lot. And in these types of cases , just 
being related to the Church doesn 't 
give us any special leverage. " 

St. Mark's is not, however, the 
kind of place where people are 
constantly looking over their 
shoulders. It 's upbeat, optimistic, 
looking pragmatically ahead. And 
what St. Mark's staff really worries 
over is the challenge to find income
generating work for their kids . 

" Our you ng people want jobs, " 
one staffer said , " all of them. They 
want to make money. There 's no way 
to raise kids' expectations without 
sti mulating thei r desire to better 
their material conditions. So we' re 
going to have to get ourselves in
vo lved in pre-vocational training and 
job placement or else much of the 
work we've done around here will 
just start to backf ire in our faces. " 

Teenage unemployment is as 
much of an epidemic in New Orleans 
as in any other major city in the 
United States, but with the phenom
enal record St. Mark's has compiled 
recently in its work with black 
youngsters and given the concerns 
of its staff, it 's probably a safe bet that 
if anybody gets anything done for 
these kids , St. Mark's will, in some 
way, be involved with the effort. • 

James Borders is a free lance writer in 
New Orleans. . 

(Left) Vera Taulton, Street Academy in
structor at St. Mark's.(Above) Olga Jackson, 
far right, director of Treme Street Academy 
and Charlotte Peters, second from left, 
instructor, with students. 
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THE 

Can the church study the forces for 
change in Africa and mobilize its 
resources to meet emergent issues? 
In 1976, the World Division of the 
United Methodist Church agreed to 
try. It established an Africa Task 
Force "to be composed of staff, 
directors, African national leaders 
and related resource persons in U.S. 
society to study the relationship of 
events in changing Africa today to 
mission and the life and work of the 
Church." 

The 33 member Task Force held its 
first meeting in Atlantic City last May, 
with Dr. Richard Thelin as Chairper
son. 

Bishop Emilio de Carvalho of An
gola pointed out that the Task Force 
will build on a growing process of 
consultation between U.S. and Afri
can church leaders concerning the 
future mission of the Church in 
Africa. The 1974 Africa Consultation 
held in Salisbury, Rhodesia began 
the church's continent-wide plan
ning. Consultations in Liberia and 
Sierra Leone in 1977 continued the 
process of seriously listening to 
African voices in the evaluation and 
planning of the church's mission. 

What key issues does the Church 
need to face in evaluating and plan
ning its work and witness in Africa? 

For four months small groups of 
concerned Christians met from 
Monrovia to Maputu and from Luan
da to Salisbury to answer this ques
tion. In Atlantic City the African 
church representatives presented 
their findings. Dr. Isaac Bivens re
sponded concerning the tasks which 
he saw ahead for the Board of Global 
Ministries in relation to Africa. 

Out of this process thirteen key 
issues emerged for special study. 
Common threads running through 
each will be a commitment to elimi
nate racism and sexism. In addition 
the emergence of Women will be a 
special issue for study. 

Evangelism is a top priority 
throughout sub-Saharan Africa . The 
style of evangelism needed will be 

indigenous to Africa, led by local 
leaders, and undergirded by an 
authentic African theology. With this 
approach the present church growth 
of 10 percent per year in Africa can 
continue and accelerate. 

Many Africans join independent 
African churches in trying to fight 
" an over-Europeanized, over-Ameri
canized, and over-materialized and 
institutionalized Christianity." Afri
canizatiof}-i n theology, in worship 
and music, in leadership and life 
styles emerged as another key issue. 

Leadership development is a fur
ther important concern. "For years 
we have spent 65 to 85 percent of all 
mission funds in supporting our 
missionary personnel in Africa," Dr. 
Isaac Bivens asserted . He believes 
that the most permanent and rele
vant contribution we can make to the 
ongoing African church is "by pro
viding massive resources to invest in 
people." The Task Force identified 
the training of trainers both for 
leadership in church and nation as a 
"crisis concern." A related issue will 
be the development and training of 
the Ministry-ordained and lay, sala
ried and self-supporting. 

Church to church relationships 
became the next key issue. "How can 
we work toward a growing maturity 
of spirit and understanding between 
the U.S. church and the church in 
Africa which will facilitate Christian 
mission to develop in fullness?", the 
members asked. The word " auton
omy" came in for sharp criticism. 

Support Patterns is a related issue. 
Can the church develop new pat
terns of support that will encourage 
both self-reliance and mutual con
cern and interdependence? 

Will missionaries have a place in 
the future mission of the church in 
Africa? The Task Force will consider 
this question in the wider issue of the 
total Personnel needs. "Yes, mis
sionaries are needed and in some 
places more than ever before, " Afri
can members asserted, but their 
roles are changing rapidly. "Mo
bile" , "qualified", "committed", 
"sensitive" were words heard fre
quently as the discussion pro
gressed . 

The Task Force, however, will 
address issues not only of the gath
ered church but concerning the 
well-being of the whole society . 
Economic development, Liberation 
and Human Rights, Refugees, Politi-

cal Exiles and Migrant Labor-all 
these emerged as issues for study. 

What shall be the future role of the 
church in providing Social Services?, 
delegates asked . Will the church 
conti 'nue to administer schools, hos
pitals and orphanages? Or will the 
government be encouraged to take 
them over? 

Relations with Other Religious 
Groups became the final issue se
lected. The dialogue with Islam will 
be of central importance not only in 
North Africa but in Sierra Leone and 
Nigeria where Muslim missionaries 
often outnumber Christian. The 
search for an authentic African Chris
tianity will bring church leaders into 
conversations both with traditional 
religionists and members of African 
independent churches whose 
prophets and musicians, healers and 
preachers speak deeply to the 
yearnings of thousands of believers 
for a faith to call their own. 

The Task Force moves to the 
African continent in February and 
March, 1978 for in-depth study of 
these issues. Splitting up into work 
groups, the 33 Task Force members 
will each visit two or three countries 
of the total 14, talking with Christians 
and non-Christians alike about the 
future priorities for their churches 
and nations. 

In late February the entire Task 
Force meets in Kenya to share in
sights. There the major findings and 
recommendations will be prepared, 
like the broad initial strokes of an 
artist upon their canvas. 

Dr. J. Z. Kurewa of Zimbabwe will 
then draft the Task Force report, 
which, after approval by the mem
bers, will be submitted to the World 
Division for study and approval at its 
Fall 1978 meeting. 

Will the churches in Africa be 
prepared to meet the challenges of 
the coming years? Dr. David Barrett 
of Nairobi predicts thatthe continent 
with 350 million population in 1970 
will have 350 million Christians by the 
years 2000 A.O. Is this wishful think
ing or a realistic projection? Time will 
tell, butiftheAfricaTask Force fulfills 
its goals, the church will be awak
ened to the issues and committed to 
mission-one step to help turn a 
researcher's projection into reality. • 

Norman E. Thomas is staff associate for 
the Africa Task Force. He was formerly a 
missionary in Zambia. 



THE AFRICAN 
CHURCH AND MISSION 

f. W. Zvomunondita Kurewa 

T 
ime is overdue for the church 
in Africa to come up with its 
own perception of mission. It 

is no longer enough to condemn 
Western Christianity for confusing 
the mission of God with imperialism. 
We may as well accept the fact of 
Western perception of mission and 
recognize that they did the best they 
could to fulfill it. 

The church in Africa is now con
fronted with the task to discern 
mission for itself. It is crucially 
important for the sake of mission of 
people on the continent and for the 
sake of the church itself. Because 
there are several facets of God's 
mission it would be unrealistic to 
anticipate uniformity in relation to 
our mission concept for the whole 
continent. 

THE 

Probably what is needed is for 
Christian communities in Africa to 
discern for themselves their own 
understanding of mission within 
their respective national boundaries 
(not forgetting that the thrust or 
heart of the mission for the Christian 
community must be understood 
through Christ himself in relation to 
the human situation). It is true that 
some of our human needs and 
problems go beyond our political 
boundaries but it must be an accept
ed fact that the way we meet these 
needs are constrained by the politi
cal, economic and social framework 
in which we find ourselves as Chris
tian communities. Therefore , mis
sion perception is bound to be 
particular and we should not be 
afraid to be particular even in our 

MURCH IN AFRICA'S FUTURE 

New World Outlook • February 1978 [69) 21 



"Christian communities 
in Africa need 

to discover the 

importance of 
discerning 

God's mission 

for themselves." 

·-~· ·· · · 

approach . As a matter of fact this 
echoes the Gospel and its incarna
tional nature. 

At the same time it is essential for 
each Christian community to under
stand how other communities both 
in the past and present understood 
the issue of mission. This is impor
tant because we all stand around 
Christ as one large community. Prob
ably one of the dangers for the 
church in Africa today in relation to 
mission is an over-emphasis on the 
issue of ecumenism. 

Mission Only a Universal Task? 

There has been a tendency to push 
every Christian community to per
ceive mission only as a universal task. 
The result has been a monopoly by a 
few people who claimed to under
stand and interpret the concept of 
mission for everybody. This has 
destroyed not only the creativity on 
the part of Christian communities 
but the particularity of their experi
ence of the concept of mission . 

Also, even on the continent of 
Africa the result has been that only 
these who have been exposed to the 
Western way of thinking have at
tempted to wrestle with the concept 
of mission . Let it be stated emphati
cally that the tension of the ecumen
ical experience and that of a particu-

lar people needs to be maintained. It 
is essential to maintain the tension of 
the absolutely universal and abso
lutely concrete of our Christian faith. 
The challenge of God's mission in 
the world is usually encountered and 
discerned in the reality of tension 
that men experience in life. 

Therefore, I am proposing that 
Christian communities in Africa need 
to discover the importance to dis
cern God's mission for themselves. 
Such occasions where people wres
tle with the issue of God's mission 
should take place within the matrix 
of the whole church. I certainly 
challenge our United Methodist 
Conference in Africa to take the task 
of discerning mission for them
selves. It does not help the church in 
Africa to be united on theological 
perceptions that are all foreign and 
irrelevant. What could bring unity 
among us might be only foreign 
ideas. Rather, I think, we should find 
unity in the vastness of the concept 
of mission where different facts of 
mission could be shared and thus 
enlarge the understanding of God's 
mission with one another. 

Mission and Programs in Africa 

Most African countries which have 
emerged as independent had to have 
specific political and economic 
ideologies. This has been found 
essential for a sense of direction to 
their programs. In fact this has been 
true of Western nations as well for 
they had to formulate ideologies for 
themselves. 



Similarly no Christian community 
can effectively remain faithful to 
God's mission unless they take time 
to discern their mission and be able 
to articulate it explicitly to people 
around them. Have we ever asked 
ourselves why we have programs of 
evangelism, Christian education, 
class meetings, Sunday schools, 
tewardship programs or Christian 

social concerns? Do these programs 
arise out of our mission perception 
or do we implement them on the 
ba is of other reasons? Is it not true 
that some of these programs exist 
because of a meeting which may 
have taken place, say in Jerusalem, or 
because there was money available 
from somewhere outside Africa l Are 
these programs interrelated and do 
they find their base more fundamen
tal than the fact that they arise from 
the institutional church? I maintain 
that unless these programs are im
mediately connected with our mis
sion perception and arise out of our 
present contextual situation, our 
church may be running the risk of 
continuing programs which have no 
foundation and therefore are irrele
vant and ineffective. 

For example, John Wesley, the 
18th century Anglican priest who 
became the father of Methodism, 
had a reason for class meetings. He 
founded class meetings first as a 
useful way of raising money to pay 
for a specific building. Eventually the 
practice evolved into communities in 
which people found pastoral care 
and Christian growth. In other words 
there was a reason for doing what 
Wesley did and if we have lost 
relevant reasons for such programs 
in our churches, we may be running 
the risk of having programs in Africa 
without mission perception. Pro
grams must constantly arise out of 
our current mission perception. 

It is even worse when people travel 
from their own countries to meet 
elsewhere for the sake of perpetuat
ing programs which lack their mis
sion rationale. When this happens 
the result is that there is no creativity 
in Christian communities in Africa 
and therefore we continue to perpet
uate the sense of expectancy from 
other quarters for the rationale of 
every program that goes on. 

Let me repeat that the church in 
Africa must wrestle with the issue of 
mission perception-a mission per
ception that we can call our own. 

History teaches us that where this 
mission perception becomes indige
nous and particular, the church 
becomes alive, worship becomes 
lively and new songs are created. 
Preaching becomes a joy and new 
structures begin to form and fresh 
theological reflection becomes pos
sible. 

In conclusion what we may con
sider as the key issues-the gathered 

church, the chu rch to church rela
tionships, the church in society and 
others-are all areas of life that will 
find Christian enrichment if we are 
truly undergirded by a sound per
ception of mission where Christ is 
the center in a very human situation. 

• 
Mr. Kurewa is Administrative Assistant 

to the Bishop of the Rhodesia Area. 

Christ ians must find 
their own miss ion in 
such diverse countries as 
Rhodesia (above and 
opposite page) and Li
beria (below). 



Theologicol 
Educotion 
in Africo
for Whot? 

L. N_yo Kwiowon Tor_yor 

O ne of the dilemmas that Afri
can Christians are confronted 
with has been described as 

follows: 
" There is no doubt that the urgent 

predicament of the Church in Africa 
today is that of the apparent foreign
ness of Christianity. And this , as we 
have pointed out, has resulted from 
the erroneous notion with which 
evangelism was bedevilled from the 
start. By a miscarriage of purpose the 
Church has succeeded in preaching 
to, and in teaching Africans about, a 
strange God whom they have some
how come to identify as the God of 
the white man. But what has hap
pened to the God as known to their 
forebears-the God who is the foun
dation of their traditional beliefs? He 
remains still with them . And so we 
have left them with two Gods in their 
hands and thus made of them people 
of ambivalent spiritual lives. This 
impedes the progress of evangel ism ; 
it also results in a very dangerous 
kind of polytheism. Indeed, African 
nationalism is already calling into 
being a pol it ical God of Africa in 

contradistinction to the God of the 
Europeans whom a prominent politi
cian once described as a God of 
oppression, a God of greed and 
injustice" (E. Bolaji ldowu). 

Christianity must never be consid
ered a naked religion , for it always 
has on some cultural garment. It 
must create new rites which are in 
harmony with the African mentality 
rather than attempt to take over and 
adapt ancient pagan rites, says 
Ayward Shorter. In addition he says, 

"What really happens is that Chris
tianity in one cultural dress encoun
ters a non-Christian culture, and 
then tries to incarnate itself in the 
new culture. In doing this it chal
lenges and transforms the culture. 
Two processes are involved. The 
undressing of Christianity from the 
foreign culture, and the dressing of 
Christianity in the indigenous cul
ture . These processes, however, are 
simultaneous, since Christianity 
cannot exist without some dress or 
other. You cannot have a culturally 
naked Christianity." 

The purpose for the search for an 
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indigenous Christianity in Liberia, 
especially with the United Methodist 
Church and in our seminary, is not 
because we want to abandon Christo
centricworship. N~we believe that 
the use of familiar means of expres
sion enable us Liberian worshippers 
to understand better and feel more 
deeply. So we try to make use of 
techniques of worship already devel
oped in Africa consistent with the 
quality and purpose of Christian 
worship. So the question for us 
Liberians is not only is the worship 
Christian but is the worship Liberian 
and African? 

A people know best the things not 
outside of their experience, but 
those they already experience. This 
is why Christ came as a man in our 
Ii keness so that we may see and know 
him. 

What then does this mean for our 
theological education? It means that 
the seminary must create the con
sciousness for self-assertion, self
identity and provide means for a 
creative use of the African theologi
cal thinking by designing courses 



"Christianity must never 

be considered a 
naked religion, 

for It always hos on 

some cultural garment." 



"It Is our duty 
as theologians 

to decolonize the old 
and ugly theology 

which has enslaved 
the mentality 

of our people." 

around these thoughts; African cul
tural elements, arts , religion and 
symbolism, African worshipping 

African Theology as a Theology of 
Liberation 

pattern and life-style, history and A genuine African theology cannot 
theology of the African Church, escape the demands of helping the 
history and theology of the Afro- indigenous Church to become rele-
American Church, African Church vant to the social, economic and 
Fathers and their contribution to political ills of Africa. 
Christianity , the Mission of the For too long, the African people 
Church in Africa, all along with have concerned themselves with the 
Western church history. theme of indigenization of Christian-

Above all else, it must be reiterated ity rather than radicalization of theol-
that Africanization of Christianity ogy for liberation. But the theology 
must not only include the use of of our time must involve liberation 
physical African cultural elements by from centuries of poverty, humilia-
adding a drum here and a fufu there, tion and exploitation from within and 
but by making Christianity applicable without the continent. 
and meaningful for the African and A theology which fails to deal with 
by addressing the faith to the ques- human anguish, human suffering, 
t ions arising out of Africa's long past and degradation and simply empha-
and present and acquiring a new sizes the eschatological dimension 
urgency with the many perplexities of the Christian faith is anti-Christ 
of the present day African exis- and unbiblical and not a theology at 
tence . The church cannot hope to all. A Christian theology which does 
become permanently rooted in the not champion the cause of the 
African so il unti l it begins to struggle victimized poor people is unchris-
more seriously than ever before with tian-and must be decolonized . 
the problems and questions emerg- For us, theology of liberation is 
ing from African life. one which sees theology in its two-
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fold dimensions-the study of God 
in relation to his role in human 
history as he became incarnate to 
liberate the oppressed communities. 
Not only the peoples of Israel, the 
Black Americans, the Indians and the 
poor whites, but to call God a 
liberator is to say that salvation 
history is a history of all mankind. 
Black and white, poor and rich. 
However, the emphasis here is on 
the poor and the oppressed within 
our global village. 

African liberation condemns all 
sins, personal as well as institutional. 
Colonialism, neo-colonialism, and 
imperialism. Two-thirds of the 
world's population is struggling from 
poverty, hunger, starvation and vio
lenc'€. Many more live beneath pov
erty lines. Within our own country 
Liberia the distribution of wealth is 
deplorable. The people have not 
learned to share what they have. The 
untold riches we have in this country 
are being exploited with little or no 
consideration for the abuse of ecolo
gy. Lumbers are being shipped away 
while masses of people live in huts. 



The very rich and the very poor live 
next door to each other with no 
sense of guilt nor Christian respon
sibilities for their neighbor. Hun
dreds and thousands are struggling 
day after day for survival , just to 
make it in the land of their own birth. 
The land is plagued with mass un
employment, underemployment , 
poor health facilities, lack of educa
tion, a poor standard of education , a 
poorly paid job if a job becomes 
available. Christ came that we may 
have life in its fulness. 

A theology which keeps silent 
under this kind of situation is an 
empty hollow superstructural theol
ogy which has no buttress, no mean
ing and hope for the African-Liberian 
people. 

African theology of liberation 
maintains that exploitation is not 
only manifested in a white over black 
situation, but also shows itself in a 
black over black situation , black over 
white situation , white over white and 
red over red. 

African theology of liberation con
demns a country that uses its own 

wealth , affluence , power , and 
money to impoverish poor nations 
no matter what name it takes. The 
property of God is love, justice, 
freedom and liberation. This is the 
central message of both the Old and 
New Testaments. 

The African theology of liberation 
is also a theology of reconcilia
tion-not a cheap reconciliation but 
a costly one because it cost God his 
own son to die in that process. God 
did not reconcile with Pharoah who 
oppressed his people by setting up a 
round table joint committee ; no, He 
drowned the oppressors in the Red 
Sea and liberated the oppressed. 

It is in this scripture that the 
African theology of liberation finds 
justification for the sensitivity to the 
disinherited and the wretched of the 
earth . We therefore seek to provide a 
theological education for our people 
to give them a critical consciousness 
about their role, their role as in
formed and inspired by the scripture 
which is the mandate Christ offers us 
to discharge. A critical conscious
ness will enable the African pastor to 

Congregation leaving First Methodist 
Church, Monrovia, Liberia (above). School 
teacher in a meeting at Zing, Nigeria 
(opposite page). 

be able to analyze the internal and 
external forces around him which 
hamper the growth and develop
ment of the Christian message . 

In this process, it is our duty as 
theologians to decolonize the old 
and ugly theology which has en
slaved the mentality of our people. 

· Unless the people are socially and 
politically free, the Gospel will not be 
free . Jesus means Freedom. It is He 
alone who provides a perfect free
dom for a people to discover them
selves, to reassert themselves , and 
develop their self-hood, their hu
manity, their spiritual ity, their d ig
nity and their integrity as a people of 
God . • 

Mr. Taryor is Dean of Cbarnga School 
of Theology in Liberia. 
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Cattle drifting through endless scrub 
desert and sand, 

Sparse population and herds of big 
game animals, 

Bustling diamond mines and 
meat abbatoirs 

All, images of Botswana. 

Richard H. and Jill McBee 

The images build a picture of one 
of the more economically deprived 
nations of southern Africa, yet also 
show the hope for a thriving future if 
nurtured properly. The contrasts are 
like many other African nations, 
wealth next to poverty, hope next to 
despair. 

In Botswana the image of poverty 
applies mainly to the visible material 
aspects of life. The qualities of life , 
often judged by personal liberties 
and civil rights , are strong and built 
on firm foundations . When one 
considers these, coupled with the 
racial harmony and the freedom 
from search and seizure, it becomes 
immediately apparent that Botswana 
is far in advance of her immediate 
neighbors of South Africa, Rhodesia 
and Namibia. 

Surrounded by white-dominated 
countries, Botswana has often been 
overlooked. The seething racial 
storm which is building in these 
countries often overshadows any of 
the brighter sides of life which may 
be seen in Botswana. In this manner, 
she is often like the eye of a 
hurricane ; peaceful and neglected. 

Overlooked in Southern Africa 

Being peaceful and neglected does 
not mean that Botswana is unin
volved in the changes surrounding 
her. She is playing and will continue 
to play a very important role in both 
the political and economic fate of her 
neighbors . It is necessary that we 
understand her role and how it can 
best serve the future of this im
mensely wealthy and potentially 
powerful region of the world. 

In Mder to understand Botswana's 
present situation, it is necessary for 
us to examine her unique rise as a 
nation as well as some of the tribal 
traditions which have allowed her to 
develop into a multi-racial society . 

Historically, Botswana has had a 
rather un-colorful rise as a nation . 
Her lands were mainly populated by 
the Batswana tribes some 200 years 
ago, thus linking her people cul
turally and linguistically. Claimed by 
England in 1885, she languished in 
benign neglect as the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate. There were no masses 
of settlers or prospectors rushing to 
claim the parched reaches of the 
Kalahari. Missionaries and hunters 
passed through much of Botswana, 
but few saw fit to remain perma
nently and encroach 011 the tribal 
lands. Consequently, there were no 
open conflicts between Europeans 
and Africans on religious matters, 
possession of land or local customs 
and the Batswana were free to pick 
those portions of European exis
tence which appealed to them and 
forget the rest . 

A History of Multi-Racialism 

As early as the 1870's, the unique 
mixture of African and European 
cultures was noted by F. C. Selous in 
his book, " A Hunter's Wanderings in 
Africa." Selous describes the already 
prevalent Christian movement in the 
country at that time as well as the 
attitude of squeezing the passing 
Europeans for every last penny, even 
if it meant selling water to the thirsty 
travelers. European clothing had al
ready been adopted by many leading 
Batswana, and Selous describes 
Chief Montsua as " a good looking 
portly old man, dressed like any 
Bechuana of any standing, from top 
to toe in European costume, with 
collar and neck-tie complete ." (It is 
no wonder that many modern 
Batswana look askance upon the 
loose-fitting, bright-colored Dashiki 
imported from East or West Africa. ) 



Stuck in the mud during the rainy season (above). Carpenters nail up the trusses for the last class room at Maun Secondary School 
(opposite page). 

Under British rule the tribal tradi
tions and systems of government 
were allowed to remain intact. These 
tribal traditions of the Batswana have 
encouraged the maintenance of one 
of the cheris hed freedoms of a 
democracy, freedom of speech. This 
is because of the Kgot la system of 
tribal government which is itself a 
rather unique form of democracy. 

Consensus at the Kgotla 

The Kgotla is the traditional meet
ing place in the Tswana village. When 
prob lems arise within the village , a 
meeting of the persons involved is 
ca lled at the Kgot la. Each person has 
the right to speak to the solution to 
t he prob lem and no conclusion can 
be made unti l al l those desiring to 
speak have had their say. Agreement 
comes from consensus rather than a 
vote. The leaders sum up the con
sensus along with triba l tradition to 
find a solution. Even today, the 
consensus opinion is preferable to 
voting for most Batswana since it is 
less susceptible to railroading. 

The minority groups within the 
country cherish this right to speak 

since it did not come easily in the 
early days . The Hon. Mr. Mpho, M.P. 
once characterized his people , the 
Bayei, as being regarded as proud 
and stubborn by the Batswana. In his 
own opinion , this stubborn streak 
was born through the Bayei having to 
fight to be heard in the Kgotla 
meetings . Despite verbal and some
times physical abuse, a person of the 
Bayei tribe would stand in the Kgot la 
meetings and refuse to sit until his 
Tswana rulers would listen to his 
case. As the years passed, the right of 
the Bayei to stand in the Kgotla 
became incorporated into the 
Tswana tradition . Other minorities 
have done the same and today, even 
the once despised Bushmen are 
gaining recognition. Thus the right to 
speak freely has been ingrained in 
the Batswana people. 

Room for Opposing Views 

With independence in 1966, Bo
tswana embarked on a parliamentary 
system of government. The system 
was able to incorporate a loyal 
opposition made up of freely speak
ing minorities within the country. 

Racial equality was pressed for all 
groups with the foremost leaders be
ing the head of state , Seretse Khama 
and his English wife, Lady Khama. 
The pressure has never been violent, 
but always firm and unyielding, even 
in t he face of open discriminatory 
acts by Rhodesian railway workers . 

In light of this background , and 
· having lived and worked with the 

Batswana during our years at Maun 
Secondary School, we feel that Bo
tswana has and is making a signifi
cant contribution to the political and 
racial situation in Southern Africa . 
Her role will continue to be very 
important in two areas; that of 
setting an example, and, of providing 
a welcome refuge for the thousands 
of persons fleeing from oppression 
in Angola, Rhodesia, South Africa 
and Namibia. 

The example which is set by Bo
tswana of a free , prospering nation 
surrounded by racial disharmony 
and strife speaks for itself . In a period 
when the prospects of a peaceful 
transition to majority rule in Rhode
sia appear to be waning , there are 
few African nations which can stand 
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This reed and thatch dining room at the 
Maun Secondary School was in use until 

1977. 

as examples of transition from mi
nority rule into a democratic system 
of majority rule. There are few 
African nations which can speak for 

elucidate the matter . 
1. In 1976 a group of Damara 

refugees passed through Maun , Bo
tswana, having left Namibia to es
cape imprisonment. They were al
lowed to remain in Botswana on a 
temporary basis while they used 
local sources to find a permanent 
refuge . Although some overstayed 
their visas and were detained by the 
police , they were still allowed to 
continue to search for refuge and 
released as soon as a permanent 
place had been found. Hundreds of 
others have also done the same. 

2. In 1975 a Methodist minister 
appeared on my doorstep in Maun, 
having fled from Rhodesia and immi
nent imprisonment. He was allowed 
to remain in Maun for nearly six 
months before departing for the U.S. 
There are still hundreds of former 
Rhodesians living and working in the 
schools , shops and offices of Botswa
na. Many plan to return to Rhodesia 
with the advent of majority rule. 

3. In the Northwest District of 
Botswana is a group of villages 
known as the Etsha villages. These 
villages were started during the Por
tuguese persecution of the Mambu
kush peoples in southern Angola. 
They have now become one of the 
leading cooperative units in the 
country and many of the refugees 
have been given citizenship. Even 
today, there are many Angolans 
fleeing southward to escape the 
factional fighting in that country. 
Botswana is their only hope for 
refuge. 

These incidences only scrape the 
surface of the work that Botswana 
has done in the field of refugee 
relief . When we consider that her 
own population is only 700,000 per
sons, it is a large burden and a large 
per capita contribution to the future 
of all of Southern Africa. We are in a 
position to assist her in the work so 
that it does not become a burden on 
her own small resources. Perhaps it 
is time we looked into the eye of the 
hurricane and looked for new solu
tions to our own recurring problems. 

• 

civil liberties and afford to air their 
own laundry at the same time. There 
are few African nations where the 
strength of the leader is not intrinsi
cally dependent upon the strength of 
his military backing. Thus Botswana 
stands as a ray of hope for peoples of 
all races who desire to live in The McBees worked as United Meth-
harmony. odist missionaries at the Maun Second

ary School in Botswana. The school was 
A Haven for Refugees built at the request of the Africa Central 

Conference of the United Methodist 
The refugee situation in Botswana Church with help from the World Divi-

is largely unknown to the outsider. A sion of BOGM and Dutch Inter-Church 
series of small examples may help Aid. 

llllll31°1111[171811 1111NlewllWlolrlld lOlutlloolkl•llfelbrlularyll191718llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll~ 



THE CHURCH 
AND HISPANIC 
AMERICANS 
LA IGLESIA 
Y LOS 
HISPANICOS 
Michael Germinal Rivas 

Hispanics in New York enjoy 
telling the story of the mouse 
which was going merrily down 

one of that city's streets when it was 
suddenly attacked by a mean-looking 
cat. The mouse jumped into a large 
crack in the street, hoping to wait out 
the pursuing cat. After some time it 
heard a rather menac ing barking of a 
dog and then silence. Figuring that 
the dog must have chased the cat 
away, the mouse came out of its 
hiding place . To its complete sur
prise , the cat jumped and grabbed 
him. " But how?" the mouse started 
to say, " Aren ' t you afraid of the 
dog?" To which the cat answered , 
" In order to survive in New York you 
have to be bi-lingual. " 

Although se ldom a question of 
survival , Spanish-English bi-lingua
lism is becoming more and more the 
need of the day in various parts of the 
country. Hispanics number over 
twenty million people and if the 
present rate of growth continues, 
they will be the largest minority 
before the turn of the century. 
Indeed , in a state such as Texas, 
people of Hispanic ancestry will 
make up over half the popu lation by 
the year 2000. 



The relevant questions seem to be , 
are the churches in the United States 
really interested in ministering to 
their brothers and sisters of Hispanic 
descent and , will they make a com
mitment proportionate to these fig
ures and in which the aspirations of 
our people are taken into account? 
The evidence at hand leaves this very 
much in doubt. 

Profile of a People 

Important as the population fig
ures may be, they don 't provide all 
the information needed by the 
churches to respond to this need for 
a ministry to Hispanics. It is impor
tant also that church members know 
who the Hispanic-Americans are, 
and why we are here. These histori
cal factors are relevant to the shape 
that ministry should take . 

For a start we should point out that 
Spanish-speaking people inhabited 
what is now the continental United 
States for years before English was 
spoken here. Long before the Pil
grims landed on Plymouth Rock , the 
Spaniards had founded St . Augustine 
in Florida (1565), and Santa Fe in New 
Mexico (1610). As Senator Joseph 
Montoya once put it, Pilgrims and 
Puritans would have been welcomed 
in Spanish and with a dish of beans if 
only they had let our ancestors know 
when and where they would arrive. 
Actually the vast majority of Hispan
ic-Americans became part of this 
country in the expansionary period 
in which the U.S. annexed Florida 
and literally doubled its territory by 
engulfing more than half of the 
original country of Mexico in the 
West and Southwest. 

Due in great measure to various 
political, economic, and military pol
icies of the United States for the last 
hundred years , the initial Hispanics 
have seen their ranks swell with 
millions of immigrants from Mexico, 
Cuba, Puerto Rico , and in somewhat 
lesser numbers, other Latin Ameri
can countries. Although different in 
cultural background, racial composi
tion, geographical location, and as
similation to American language and 
mores, these people retain a funda
mental appreciation for their Spanish 
culture , and a determination to pre
serve that not-just-symbolic unifying 
element of the Spanish language. 
Hispanics in the United States make 
this the sixth largest Spanish-speak
ing nation in the world immediately 
after Spain, Mexico, Argentina, Co
lombia, and Venezuela . 

History Influences Ministry 

This brief historical reminder is 
intended to make two important 
points. The first is that the presence 
of Hispanics in this society is the 
direct or indirect result of conscious 
policies carried on by various gov
ernments through the history of this 
nation. It is a reminder of how 
important politics really are in shap
ing the mission of the church or, at 
least, in creating the conditions 
under which we must minister. Poli
tics has indeed a lot to do with the 
preaching of the gospel. 

The other point is that Hispanics 
have been around preserving their 
culture and language long enough 
for the churches to realize that 
ministry to this ethnic group must be 
carried on with significant attention 
and respect to those elements. For 
too long the only model for minis
tries to Hispanics used by the 
churches and specifically our own 
United Methodist Church, was the 
model of ministry to immigrant 
groups from Sweden, Germany and 
other European countries whose 
goal was assimilation into American 
society. 

As churches in America start facing 
these realities and dare to rethink 
their strategies for ministry to His
panics at the start of this country's 
third century, they don't really start 
from scratch , but from the basis of a 
religious community already there 
with all the problems and the possi
bilities which that entails . A large 
majority of Hispanics are emotionally 
related to Roman Catholicism even 
in those instances where the rela
tionship is one of opposition and 
anti-clericalism . There are significant 
evidences of a spiritual renewal 
within Hispanic Catholicism linked , 
among other factors, to the election 
of some native episcopal leaders 
particularly in the Southwest, and 
the courageous support which some 
of them are giving to Hispanic strug
gles for justice in such areas as the 
organizing of farm workers and 
providing a better deal for undocu
mented people. 

United Methodist Picture 

Among Protestants, Baptists and 
Methodists remain the largest 
groups among the traditional de
nomj nations , while Pentecostals , 
Nazarenes, Seventh-Day Adventists, 
and other such groups are making 
significant gains particularly in large 
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urban areas . Still, all of these togeth 
er make for a rather small number of 
people when compared to the pro
portion of Hispanics in the total 
population . 

Our own United Methodist 
Church has significant concentra
tions in Puerto Rico where we have 
an Annual Conference, and in New 
Mexico and Texas where we have the 
Rio Grande Annual Conference, one 
of only two basically ethnic Confer
ences remaining in the denomina
tion. Important work is also carried 
on in such areas as New York, New 
Jersey, Florida, California, Arizona, 
Nevada and Chicago. The preaching 
and living of the gospel is based on 
such settings as borrowed space in 
an increasingly unused or even 
abandoned downtown church, 
store f ronts, or modest churches 
dotting cities and countryside. 

The ministry to Hispanics in this 
society shares with all other minis
tries the perennial task of finding the 
contemporary words, style , posture, 
and commitments which are true to 
the eternal gospel. For Hispanics the 
question is finding the proper and 
authentic way of proclaiming the 
words of consolation, forgiveness, 
encouragement, judgment, and 
challenge to a people oppressed by 
discrimination , poverty, unemploy
ment and underemployment, poor 
health care , inadequate education, 
and the disregard and disrespect of 
their language and culture by the 
majority group. All of this is a 
situation where Hispanics are en
couraged or manipulated to fight 
each other, or to fight other minori
ties, where their men are set against 
the women, and the young against 
the old . Even worse, this goes on not 
only in society at large, but also, and 
especially, within the church. 

.. 



Hispanic Americans live in communities as diverse as the South Bronx in New York 
(below and opposite page), Los Angeles (bottom) and Espanola, New Mexico (page 31 ). 

( 

) 
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Signs of Change 

This task is not made any easier by 
the fact that the Hispanic church was 
created by Anglo missionaries who, 
with the best of intentions, made an 
easy identification between the 
mores, values, life styles, etc. of the 
American middle-class of the late 
nineteenth century, with the whole 
nature of the gospel. Our Hispanic 
churches still carry the burden of 
excessive moralism , pietism, and an 
understanding of spirituality which 
turns its back on the rest of the 
world . Signs of change are neverthe
less appearing all over the country. 

These signs of change can be 
noticed in two important areas . One 
is the growing feeling of solidarity 
among Hispanic Christians with their 
fellow Hispanics whose fate they 
share regardless of religious affilia
tion , and whose struggle they come 
to see more and more tied to their 
understanding of Christian vocation 
in this world. This kind of feeling led 

a person such as the Rev. Manuel 
Viera, a Cuban pastor of a Mexican 
migrant workers congregation in 
Zolfo Springs, Florida, not only to 
help in the organization and support 
of the United Farmworkers union in 
that part of the state, but also to join 
other Christians in protecting Haitian 
exiles fleeing to Florida, to help 
organize a group to petition for the 
lifting of the economic embargo 
against Cuba, and to bring about a 
National Consultation of Hispanic 
Church leadership . His tireless ef
forts brought not only support and 
encouragement from parishioners 
and colleagues, but also assass ina
tion threats from extremist groups in 
South Florida, and the cold shoulder 
from fellow ministers who are not 
able to see the connection between 
the Christian faith and the structural 
causes of much of the pain and the 
oppression of the suffering masses. 

Another important sign of change 
is the increased pride in the cultural 
tradition of our ancestors reflected in 
our language, music, life-style, and 
even our religion . Christian s in 
Texas , Puerto Rico , Californ ia, and 
New York are making significant 
strides in finding a religious expres
sion which does not alienate us from 
our cultural roots , and which theo
logically affirms that Christ is indeed 
incarnate in our very blood and soul , 
and that no place in our life is outside 
the challenge of the living Christ. 

I have tried to convey a feeling of 
who we are as Hispanic Americans 
and a sense of what is going on in our 
religious communities. The ques
tions are still open regarding what 
the Church at large will do to share 
with us in this ministry to the large 

·minority of Hispanic-Americans. An
swers are being given every day in 
what happens in local churches , 
general boards , theological semi
naries and other educational institu
tions. The response given to the 
Ethnic Minority Local Church priori
ty, and what is done with those 
funds, will be as good signs as any of 
not just where the churches are in 
relation to Hispanics but, even more 
important, where they rea//ywant to 
be.• 

A United Methodist minister, Mr. Rivas 
is Professor of Social Ethics and Sociol
ogy of Religion at Boston University. He 
currently is doing consulting work for 
various community agencies, especially 
the Department of Human Resources o f 
the State of Georgia. 
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A ccording to Petra Acevedo , a 
director of the Board of Global 
Mi·nistries , you can always find 

Puerto Rican women " with burning 
hearts ready to use their helping 
hands .11 A florid phrase to Anglo
Saxon ears , but an apt one to 
describe Luz Rebecca Thiebaud, a 
gracious, outgoing Puerto Rican w ho 
gives so much of hertime and energy 
to church and community. 

Becky, as friends call her, came to 
the mainland from Ponce, Pu erto 
Rico , as a teenager and short ly 
thereafter had a conversion experi 
ence. 

11 1 was always looking for some
thing," she said sincerely in a recent 
interview, "and I am grateful for w hat 
I found, a relationship with God." 

In a church Mrs. Thiebaud met her 
husband, Mauricio, an auto worker 
from Honduras, Central America, a 
soft-spoken man of Indian and 
French descent. They married 13 
years ago and four years ago they 
moved to West New York , New 
Jersey, which lies across the Hudson 
river from New York City . Mrs. 
Thiebaud works as a techno logist in a 
microbiology laboratory. 

The Thiebauds belong to the 125-
member First UMC in adjoining 
Union City, New Jersey, a Spanish
language parish . There Mrs . Thie
baud does a little of everything-sing 
in the choir , work with young adults, 
teach a men's Sunday school class, 
and so on. Her church and the six 
other Hispanic congregations in the 
Northern New Jersey conference 
cooperate in workshops, family re
treats and youth activities, all of 

THE1'"6dt 
PEilFECT 
ETHNIC 
Ellen Clark Interviews 

Luz Rebecca Thiebaud 

w hich she helps lead. She serves on 
conference boards and committees 
and acts as treasurer for MARCHA, 
the national Hispanic caucus of the 
church . 

" I see great potential for the 
Hispanic church ," Mrs . Thiebaud 
said . " The Hispanic population of 
northern New Jersey is growing. I 
read somewhere that five out of 
seven people buying homes in Pat
te rson are Hispanic. West New York 
and Union City have become ' little 
Havanas ' since Cuban refugees 
began buying homes and businesses 
here in the 60's." 

Puerto Ricans , Dominicans, Cen
tral and South Americans worship in 
the conference 's Hispanic churches , 
but Cubans predominate-making 
up 80 to 90 percent in some 
churches , Mrs. Thiebaud said. 

The presence of younger, college
trai ned members bodes well for the 
churches ' future , Mrs. Thiebaud 
said. Younger members especially 
endorse social outreach and new 
worship experiences, such as the use 
of coritos, indigenous songs which 
gained popularity in pentecostal 
churches and the charismatic move
ment. A heritage of fundamentalist 
theo logy and , in the case of the 
Cubans, their brush with Fidel Cas
tro, has made their parents more 
reserved . 

" Hispanics used to separate the 
tota l person from the church per
son," M rs. Thiebaud said . " We can 't 
do that anymore." 

The future may be hopeful but at 
present Hi spanic churches reveal 
weaknesses. Most of the congrega-

tions are poor and suffer from a 
mission dependence mentality . 
Members of all ages dream of re
turning to their homelands-or may 
have to if they are undocumented 
aliens-undermining the stability of 
congregations . Their ministers re
ceive lay pastors ' salaries, forcing 
many to hold second jobs. Their 
white elephant churches need reno
vation of facilities to provide day care 
for children and centers for the aged, 
even to carry on their present pro
grams. 

" The ethnic minority missional 
priority offers a golden opportunity 
to address the needs of our 
churches ," Mrs. Thiebaud said. 
Chief among these needs is lay and 
ministerial leadership development, 
she stressed. 

Mrs. Thiebaud feels well qualified 
to discuss the ethnic minority 
church . " I'm almost the perfect 
ethnic," she quips, "a woman , His
panic and black." 

She became more aware of her 
identity when she participated in a 
Caribbean travel study seminar last 
year which was sponsored by the 
Education and Cultivation division of 
the Board of Global Ministries . 

" I speak Spanish all the time 
except on the job and I'm a Puerto 
Rican here," she said , " but in Puerto 
Rico I'm not considered a Puerto 
Rican . 

" Colonialism divided us. But I 
learned the people have the same 
struggles and problems in all the 
islands . It was great to be able to say 
to a Jamaican , ' I'm a Caribbean 
too .' " • 

34 [82] New World Outlook • February 1978 



The largest organized Hispan ic 
American entity within the United 
Methodist Church is the Rio Grande 
Conference. A full annual conference, 
it consists of four districts and 126 
churches throughout Texas and New 
Mexico. The conference priority goals 
include ministerial recruitment, lead
ership training, stewardship develop
ment, evangelism and church school 
curriculum reflective of the Mexican
American heritage. Here are some 
looks at some of the people involved. 
These scenes were taken in San Anto
nio. 
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The range of church ac
tivities include a young 
adult fellowship (top, 
left and left, page 35), a 
communion service 
(left, below), a pastor 
greeting his congrega
tion (right, page 35) and 
children in church 
school (above). 
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A sub-district meeting (left, below), a 
seminarian greeting a group of older men 
(right, below), the conference director of 
recruitment talks to a young people' s group 
(right, above), and two girls outside a 
church in San Antonio (left, above). 

New World Outlook • February 1978 [85) 37 



LETTERSFROMOVERSEAS 
PHILIPPINES 

In a recent trip to the Philippines I 
met a woman who was referred to 
lovingly as " mommy" by everyone 
around her. Four days out of every 
week she makes a long trek to see her 
son who is incarcerated under the 
hot sun in the Bicutan Rehabilitation 
Center, Taguig, Metro-Manila. 

She was 27 when her farming 
husband died. For 12 years after that 
she worked in the kitchen of the 
Society of the Divine Word Semi nary 
in order to send her son to school. 
" Mommy" said, "whenever my son 
Fr. Ed spoke, people came to listen to 
him and the number of people 
always increased. " As of Dec. 13, 
1977 Ed will have been detained for 
three years without any formal 
charges against him. 

I asked " mommy" whether I could 
go to see him in the prison. On an 
early Sunday morning, when the 
whole city was just beginning a 
four-day holiday period, she took me 
to the prison inspection office. While 
I was waiting for permission to get 
into the prison I soon found myself 
surrounded by many other younger 
mothers with small children who 
were also waiting their turn to fill in 
the formal visiting papers. A woman 
who stood beside me was holding a 
baby in one arm and in the other 
hand a bunch of bananas. Half of 
those bananas smelled bad and 
looked pretty old. She must have 
been forced to walk a long way to 
visit her husband. 

What I saw was the true face of the 
martial law government spending 
incredibly large sums of money to 
suppress all forms of criticism or 
protest. From the window I could see 
many political prisoners waiting out
side their bunker-like concrete 
buildings enclosed as they were by 
blockades and barbed wire . After 
obtaining official permission we 
walked toward the building where Ed 
and his friends were. 

A priest (top, center) says Mass duri ng a demonstration in a slum area of Manila. 

"Mommy" explained thatthe pres
ent prison conditions are a product 
of a very long struggle , referring 
especially to the 75-day hunger strike 
that was waged between March and 
June. As a result they can cook their 
own meals using the full four peso 
allotment per person instead of the 
two peso amount getting to them 
before the strike. They also have 
retained the right to work making 
beautiful objects of art from the 
simplest things, such as soup bones. 
These bones are used in soup, then 
cracked and sanded against the 
concrete walls of the prison, pol 
ished smooth and made into pen
dants. Besides the pendants, there 
are illustrated compositions-poems 
and thoughts from prison by the 
prisoners themselves: 

"The day we stop burning with 
love/ people will die of the cold ." 

" Love · is a basket with five loaves 
and two fishes/ it's never enough 
until you start to give it away." 

"In these darkest nights of our 
times/ Not everyone is asleep and 
deep in slumber; Many have re
mained awake and vigilant/ Under 

the light of the sickle-shaped moon/ 
Breaking the silence of darkness." 

Life behind prison walls often 
revolves arou nd the necessities of 
life-in this case , the dai ly water 
rations. Three t imes a day water is 
brought by t h e g uards, but on 
occasion the guards neglect to come, 
and the prisoners form a human 
" waiting wall " chanting " water .... 
water . .. . " over and over again as 
they cling to the wall. 

I had a chance to speak with the 
imprisoned people within the limit
ed time allotted. A prisoner said: 
"Everytime we hear of people in 
other countries l ike Japan worki ng 
for justice and its fruit-peace-our 
imprisonment acquires deeper 
meaning. It is not just a price we pay 
for our commitment to liberation in 
the Philippines; it becomes a seed of 
solidarity with other people's strug
gle in other lands. 

" Everytime we meet people from 
other countries who not only strug
gle together with their own people, 
but also work to support the Phi lip
pine struggle, we learn again the 
Christian lesson that our vocation to 
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love does not know any national 
boundaries. 

" Thank you for pu shing back our 
prison wall s a little wider and warm 
ing our hearts with your vis it and 
message. - Mabuhay Kayo !" 

Aiko Carter 

This article appeared in the Japan 
Christian Activity News. Ms. Carter is a 
United Church of Chris t missio nary to 
Japan. 

INDIA 

Mrs. Iri s J. Hankins, an Au stralian 
former colleague from the days in 
Vrindaban , did a good job of " hold
ing the fort" while I was away (from 
India). By the aid of UMCOR Iris had 
been able to get a nutrition program 
going. Children six months to fi ve 
years , with mild to severe signs of 
malnutrition and undernouri sh
ment, were picked out and admitted 
to the feeding program where they 
are given two meals a day except 
Sundays. We had an enrollment of 56 
children , quite a few who were 
undergoing treatment for pr imary or 
active tuberculosis , oth e rs from 
fam ilies where one or several of the 
family had TB. 

The meals are planned so the 
children get nourishing and well bal
anced diets, supplemented with vi
tam ins and iron in the beginning in 
order to get them off on the road of 
health . Some of them were walking 
skeletons, some too weak to walk or 
even si t. Practically every one of 
them was infested with intestinal 
parasites, and as a result some had a 
blood percentage as low as four 
grams (normal , 14). It has really been 
wonderful to watch these kid s, and 
see how they have perked up both 
phys ically and mentally. 

One little girl was on the verge of 
starvation death , nobody thought 
she would survive, but now, after a 
full year of proper diet, she is getting 
plump and bright and eating eve ry
thing from her plate . Others, w ith 
dull and sad looking faces, limp 
Hmbs dangling, are now bright and 
smiling, w ith a twinkle of mi schief in 
their dark eyes , and they romp 

around , play and fight as normal kids 
thei r age should do. 

The mothers bringing the smaller 
and weakest children are given les
sons in nu trit ion, cleanli ness and 
prevention in general. They are so 
amazed at the changes in thei r 
children after getti ng the proper 
kinds of food s. The children have all 
rece ived the usual vacci nations, bu t 
several of t hem have suffered set
backs because of severe cases of 
meas les and malaria. 

Yes, malaria has raged like a fi re 
th roughout the land, spreading mis
ery in its wake as w ho le fami lies have 
been dow n w ith it at one ti me. We 
have regi stered temperatures as high 
as 108° (F) in both child ren and 
adults. The ve ry rainfa ll during this 
monsoon season didn 't help the 
matter, as f ields and ditches fi lled 
w ith water, and because of no drain
age, became stagnant and perfect 
breed ing places fo r the mosquito. 
The big drawback with malaria, of 
course, is that o ne does not deve lop 
immunity, and bei ng exposed to 
mosqu itos all the ti me, they have 
frequent relapses, causi ng damage 
to liver and spleen, w ith resulting 
anemia and other compli cati ons as 
well. One of the effects has been 
cau sing aborti ons and premature 
deliveries . 

Hundreds of families have been 
rendered homeless as their ho uses 
of mud and clay co llapsed because of 
heavy, incessant downpours and 
both humans and catt le were buried 
alive . We had a family of seven 
parked on our clini c veranda fo r six 
days as they had no house to return 
to . Six of them were buried under the 
debri s and had to be dug out. A 
12-year-old girl was dead . The rest 
were brought here for cl eaning and 
dressing of wounds and cuts, two of 
them had deep cuts and lacerations 
and had to have st itches appl ied . 

The country is making tremendous 
steps forward in so many ways, but 
the ravages of natu re none can 
prevent, and it is always t he poorest 
w ho are hard est hi t. How t rue the 
statement of our Lord w hen he said: 
" The poor you have always among 
you , and they bad ly need you r 
help .... " (Mark 14:7a, Livi ng New 
Testament). We are grateful to the 
Lord for giving us t he opportunity to 
serve Him as we tend to the needs of 
these needy and suffer ing from al l 
ranks of the society. We are also 
grateful to our supporters in the U.S . 

and Norway, making it possible to 
carry on these services. 

Borghild Sorensen 

She is a missionary and director of the 
pub l ic health service of Creighton
Freeman Christian Hospital at Mursan . 

URUGUAY 
We returned to Uruguay from 

furlough in May, and were asked to 
serve an interi m pastorate in the 
no rthern city of Sal ta, a seven-and-a
half-hour bus ri de from Montevideo . 
Much of our time was spent in 
listening to and counseling members 
of a congregation w hich was suffer
ing a spiritual crisis. We gained a new 
appreciation for pastoral work and all 
it encompasses . We learned to know 
and love these people and acquired 
an insight into t heir p roblems and 
frustrations. 

The interior of Uru guay is quite 
di ffere nt from Montevideo, the capi
tal. The rural aspects of the first 
co ntrast radically with the urban 
character istics of the other. Commu
nications and travel are costly and 
freq uent rainsto rms can cut off some 
areas unti l the water subsides. This 
affects the economy and gives a 
fee ling of iso lation. In recognition of 
these diffe rences, the church has 
organized the area from Mercedes to 
Bella Union and Art igas under a team 
effort ca lled " The Northern Plan. " 
Courses in theologica l training , 
Christian e.ducation and youth camp 
leadership are offe red to the entire 
area 1 Youth work camps and congre
gationa l get-togethers require tre
mendous effort because of the dis
tances involved and transportation 
prob lems, yet the effort is wel l worth 
the trouble in uni t ing tr.ese other
wise separate commu nities of faith. 

Now we are back in Montevideo 
working at what we are best pre
pa red to do, Del in his Ministry of 
Music and Helen on a team serving 
five smal l churches in a church
related clinic. 

De lbert and Helen Asay 

They are United Methodist miss ion
aries . 
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THE FLAMING CENTER: A Theology of the 
Christian Mission, by Carl E. Braaten. 
Philadelphia, 1977: Fortress Press, 169 
pages, $8.50. 

Carl Braaten , who is Professor of 
Systematic Theology at the Lutheran 
School of Theology in Chicago , has 
written a stimulating, contemporary the
ology of the Christian world mission . His 
purpose is to remind the church of the 
centrality of its task to proclaim to all 
nations that Jesus Christ, the Savior of 
humankind and the Lord of history, is 
"the flaming center" of the Christian 
message. 

The book is built around five key 
themes-the universality of the Christian 
gospel, a critique of the two kingdoms 
doctrine, the challenge of liberation 
theology as a possible new focus for 
mission, the question of salvation out
side the Christian faith, and the core 
theme of eschatological faith as the 
ground and motivation of mission in 
history. 

A helpful early chapter is offered on 
the history of the theology of mission 
since the Protestant Reformation, in 
which the views of theologians of the 
Reformation, Enlightenment, Pietism, 
and the 19th and 20th centuries are 
compared, with reference to the doub le 
task of theology. This Braaten defines as 
inquiring about the nature of the gospel 
and asking whether the praxis of mission 
adequately reflects the faith . His study 
reveals that a missionary consciousness 
was totally absent from the theology of 
the Protestant Reformation, but was 
infused later in different ways through 
the influence of both Pietism and the 
Enlightenment. 

The book's basic thesis is that both a 
sound theology and a sustained practice 
of mission must be rooted in eschato
logical faith. This has its experiential 
source in the human power of self- and 
world-transcendence which enables 
persons to imagine a better self and a 
better world. Its Biblical source is the 
"history of promise in search of fulfill
ment" which is "conveyed in stories of 

heaven and earth for the whole suffering 
creation ." The fulfillment of this promise 
of universal salvation comes about only 
through Jesus Christ , and the primary 
missionary task of the church is to 
proclaim the Good News and to " make 
sure that everything we do in the 
circumference of mission emanates from 
the flaming center of faith in Christ. " 

Although most of the book is devoted 
to the development of a carefully argued 
theological stance toward mission, the 
chapter on " The Future of Christianity 
and America," provides a relevant and 
potent application of the thesis. Noting 
that the Kingdom of God has been the 
dominant idea in American Christianity, 
Braaten examines the " demonic tenden
cies" in both capitalism and the Ameri
can civil re ligion in the light of the 
eschatological vision which transcends 
the world without neglecting to engage 
in its ongoing transformation. 

Braaten's brief treatment of the 
thought of a number of lesser-known 
18th and 19th century theologians as
sumes more background than all but a 
very few readers will have. His treatment 

of the relation of Christianity and world 
religions comes through as somewhat 
ambivalent , and still leaves the reader 
asking, " Well, can persons be saved 
outside the Christian faith or not?" 
Despite these shortcomings, however, 
Carl Braaten has provided a fresh, fruitful 
look at the theology of Christian mission, 
and a sound basis for continuing the 
work of proclaiming the Good News. 

Douglas E. Wingeier 

Dr. Wingeier is Professor of Christian 
Education and director of the Doctor of 
Ministry program at Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illi
nois. 
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LETTERS 
ON SYSTEM ANTICS 

My compliments on your editorial 
headed " System Antics" in your o
vember number. It says something that 
has needed saying for a long time in my 
opinion . I hate to think how much time 
and money is squandered on " goals and 
objectives" development . 

Bob Lear 
Evanston , Illinois 
He is news director of the Evanston 

office of United Methodist Communica
tion . 

AN ERROR ON WATERLOO 
Than you for the fine article about 

Jimmie Porter, the Black Community 
Developer in Waterloo , Iowa (Decem
ber). I must call your attention to one 
error. East High School is referred to as 
" predominantly black ." This is a com
mon piece of misinformation in this area . 

Waterloo has never had a predomi
nantly black high school. Before 1972 
most of the black students attended East , 
but with Blacks composing only about 10 
percent of the total population of the 
city, the percentage of Blacks at East High 
was never more than 26.3 (1971). 

In 1972 a third high school building was 
completed and opened for use. High 
school attendance areas were redrawn to 
achieve better racial balance. The per
centage of minority students at the three 
high schools now varies between 14 and 
21 percent. These figures include a few 
other minority students. Native Ameri
can , Asian , and Hispanic students com
pose about 4 percent and Blacks about 12 
percent of the total school population at 
present . 

Esther (Mrs . Stanley C. ) Kennedy 
Waterloo, Iowa 
She is a member of the Board of 

Directors of Waterloo Community 
Schools. 

"ABOUND IN HOPE" 
The year went over-almost before we 

could imagine it. It was full of work and 
duties and perhaps therefore so short . 
Let us shortly look back and send you a 
small sign of friendship . 

In the Church things went their way as 
usual , with Annual Conference , Summer 
activities , conferences and meetings 
which the year brings. I tried to visit all 
charges and this means a lot of travelling. 
The distance between the charges in East 
and West is almost 700 miles! We are 

thankful that we have workers in all 
charges even when we had to send some 
of the students to local churches . But we 
still have other students in both theo
logical schools in Prague and new candi
dates ask to be accepted so that we hope 
to have even in the future enough 
coworkers. Also this year I had to go to 
some conferences abroad and at home I 
have been again elected chairman of the 
Ecumenical Council of Churches in the 
CSR. 

by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope" (Rom . 15 :11 ). 

Vilem Schneeburger 
Prague, Czechoslovakia 
He is superintendent of the Methodist 

Church in Czechoslovakia . 

NOTHING TO FEAR? 

We greet you into the ew Year with 
the word of the Bible which we remem
ber often as a word of blessing in our 
meetings : " May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, so that 

If communism were to take over 
America and impose their censorship 
upon all magazines that oppose their 
teachings , New World Outlook would 
have nothing to fear . 

W . L. Armstrong, Jr. 
Lamesa, Texas 
He is a World Division missionary on 

leave of absence. 

IL~@rr1llin1lli~ 1c(G) 
Make Change 

Christian love and concern are important ingredients in children's lives when change 
is going on all about them. Between 200 and 300 children a year receive such love 
and concern at St. Paul United Methodist School, Tampa, Fla . o St. Paul School 
was started in 1944 to serve children of the Latin-American community of Tampa . 
Over the years the neighborhood has changed and the school. with classes and 
day-care services for pre-schoolers through sixth-graders, now has an 80 percent 
black enrollment. o Children of different racial and ethnic groups learn to study 
and play together at St. Paul United Methodist School and parents are learning that 
people from different cultures can live and work together in a changing urban area . 
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THE MOVING 
FINGER WRITES--~~ 

TWO PANAMA CHURCHES 
PONDER UNITY QUESTION 

Leader s of the two Methodist 
Churches in Panama concede the bene
fits of union and differences between the 
two denominations are becoming less , 
but steps toward union are officially 
non-existent. 

The chairman of the Panama Costa Rica 
District of the MCCA, one of the 
churches , listed in an interview numer
ous benefits to both churches if there 
were a merger. 

And the director of the Evangelical 
Methodist Church in Panama's in depth 
study on life and mission , said in a 
separate interview that there is " no 
justification" for having two Methodist 
churches in the Republic. 

The fact remains , though, that there 
are two Methodist churches in Panama, 
each with its own distinct heritage, each 
with its own difference. 

The MCCA, almost three times larger 
than the EMCP, has its roots in the 
Caribbean through British Methodism. 
It is the more financially stable, and is 
predominantly black and English-speak
ing. The Panama Costa Rica circuit is one 
of eight districts of the MCCA. 

The EMCP used to be part of a Central 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church . Since autonomy in 1973 the 600 
member church has had severe fi nancial 
difficulties . Al l but bankrupt, its mem
bers are , for the most part, Latin, and 
most have Spanish as a first language. 

In 1972, the two churches, and the 
autonomous Methodist church in Costa 
Rica, put the question of merger to their 
membership . The Costa Rican and Pana
manian churches voted affirmatively to 
create a new, single denomination, but 
the MCCA district fell short of the 
two-thirds vote necessary for the merg
er. Since then there has been no official 
negotiations . 

Some of the differences between the 
churches seem to be melting away. The 
British-oriented MCCA has been ex
ploring new relations with U.S. Method
ists, both in connection with specific 
programs and through a concordat ap
proved by the 1976 General Conference 
of the United Methodist Church . 

" It's a psychological problem," ex
plained The Rev. Al fo rd Alphonse, cur
rent leader of Caribbean Methodists in 
Panama. " A lot of our people still think 
that English is a better language than 
Spanish, as some still think Jamaica and 
Barbados of the West Indies are a 
paradise. They watch TV in Spanish all 
day, but w hen worship is done in 
Spanish they fume and fuss ." 

T he pre sent leadership of both 
churches have some interesting person
alities. The Rev. Carlos Smith , president 
of the EMCP, once served with the MCCA 
in an ecumenical appointment. The 
supe rintendent of the EMCP's Chiriqui 
district (i n northern Panama) was for
merly a pastor of the MCCA. Leadership 
of both churches are bi-lingual , and have 
been able to cooperate recently in some 
programs. Mr. Alphonse sees two large 
benefits of union . One benefit would be 
fo r reaching the MCCA's increasingly 
Spanish-speaking youth . " We cannot 
fo rget our youth feeling alienated in 
wo rship. We have to reach this new 
generat ion." 

" The evangelical church (EMCP) has 
emphasized social outreach," Alphonse 

continued . " Our work has been largely 
centered in congregations. We' re mak
ing efforts to move beyond the congre
gations but we' re just scratching the 
surface. So I see some of our differences 
as being complementary." 

The Rev. Juan Fajardo is coordinator of 
the EMCP's self-study. The plans for the 
study expect it to be a base for deter
mining the church 's future , both inter
nally and viv-a-vis the United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries. One area of 
the self-study has been in ecumenical 
relationships. 

" The ecumenical area is one of our 
weakest," Fajardo said . " We have a 
responsibility to seek union with the 
MCCA. There is no justification for 
having two Methodist Churches in Pana
ma." 

But still , no official church steps are 
underway toward merger. And what one 
church leader suggested was the main 
factor in the Caribbean Methodists' 
rejection of the 1972 proposal has not 
been overcome. The MCCA is self-sup
porting, and the EMCP relies heavily on 
funds from the U.S. Board of Global 
Ministries for its existence. 

CHARLEY LERRIGO 

The youth in the MCCA are increasing- BELFAST VIOLENCE IS REDUCED DURING 1977 
ly using Spanish as their first language Road blocks like this of the Ulster Defense Association are still a common sight in 
and according to MCCA leadership, are strife-torn Belfas t, Northern Ireland, though the level of violence in 1977 has been the 
becoming more Latin in their culture. lowest since 1970. 
The linguistic and cultural difference has Violence-induced deaths were reduced to 111in1977, as compared with 296 last year 
been a large one. and 482 in 1972, the worst year on record. RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE PHOTO 
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LAWS SEEN TO THREATEN 
NATIVE AMERICAN PRACTICES 

Sen. Jame Abourezk, D-S . Dak, in a 
joint congressional resolution , seeks to 
have the government establish a clear 
policy to protect the religious rights of 
traditional native American religions . 

Sen. Abourezk said the effort is in 
response to " urgent requests " from 
Indian traditional leaders and religious 
spokesmen for the Eskimo, the Aluet and 
the native Hawaiian. At least seven of 
those religious leaders were in Washing
ton to witness introduction of the com
prehensive religious liberty bill. 

The rights of those who practice tribal 
faiths have been abridged by laws that 
are good in themselves , Sen. Abourezk 
said. But many of those laws have failed 
to accommodate the religious and cere
monial needs of Indians who wish to 
continue in their ancestral beliefs . 

Such laws as those which conserve the 
country's natural beauty and also pre-
erve several natural species have been 

written and enforced in such a way as to 
do , in some cases, serious damage to the 
native Americans and native Hawaiians, 
he said. Sen. Abourezk said there is no 
" clear, comprehensive, and consistent" 
federal policy that fully guarantees the 
religious freedom which is required . 

Among examples in conservation reg
ulations , for instance, are denial to 
American Indians of access to sacred 
sites required in their religions , includ
ing cemeteries . While some of these sites 
are in reservations and , thus , accessible, 
others are in national parks , meaning 
that Indians may not be . buried in the 
sacred sites or hold ceremonies there . 

Some ceremonies require freedom 
from outside viewing but they have been 
intruded upon because of various state 
and federal policies . Others have been 
interfered with while a few have been 
banned . Sen. Abourezk seeks a policy 
which will provide the needed conces
sions . 

A particularly acute situation devel
oped in several areas when preservation 
laws, which outlawed the killing of 
certain birds such as eagles or wild 
turkeys , were interpreted to mean that 
Indians could not possess feathers which 
were handed down generation after 
generation as sacred objects . 

In February 1975, then Interior Secre
tary Rogers C. B. Morton ruled that 
Indians could possess and exchange 
feathers , including eagle feathers, or 
parts of protected birds for ceremonial 
purposes , but they could not sell them. 
The Interior Department ruling did rein
force the federal laws against killing the 
eagle , migratory birds or endangered 
species. 

Certain religious ceremonies, because 
they were thought designed to incite 
violence , were banned . But Sen. 
Abourezk said those proscriptions were 

based on misu nderstanding of their 
meaning and upon prejudices which 
stem from what Christians believe is 
"s inful" yet which might not be sinful to 
the followers of the native religions . 

The legislator also presented a de
fense , from the Indians' point of view, of 
the use of peyote, a drug extracted from 
certain cacti , which is used ceremonia lly 
by certain Indian tribes. 

" Lack of knowledge , unawareness , 
insensitivity and neglect are the keynotes 
of the federal government's interaction 
with traditional Indians' religions and 
cultures," Abourezk said . " This state of 
affairs is enhanced by the· perception of 
many non-Indian officials that because 
Indian religious practices are different 
than their own that they somehow do not 
have the same status as a ' real ' religion. 

" Yet the effect on the individual whose 
religious customs are violated or in
fringed is as intense as if he had been 
Protestant, Catholic or Jewish." 

He said that when the laws regarding 
conservation and the like were made, 
because they were not intended to relate 
to religion , there was a lack of awareness 
of their effect on religion and " Congress 
inadvertently neglected to fully consider 
the impact of such laws on the Indians' 
religious practices." 

Sponsoring the bill in the House is 
Rep . Morris Udall, D-Utah . Among 
sponsors in the Senate are Hubert 
Humphrey and Edward Kennedy. (RNS) 

ANGLICANS-ROMAN CATHOLICS SEEK 
FURTHER MANDATE 

Describing their denominations as 
" sister Churches," participants in the 
official Anglican-Roman C tholic dia
logue in the U.S. have asked their 
respective sponsoring bodies for specific 
directives concerning future joint study 
and action . 

In a report summarizing 12 years of 
dialogue and looking to the future, they 
expressed belief that they have " discov
ered a significant and substantial unity of 
faith between the two Churches, a unity 
which demands visible expression and 
testimony now." 

But they also acknowledged " differ
ences which continue to separate the 
two Churches" and appealed to their 
sponsoring bodies for " direction and a 
continuing mandate ... for the pursuit of 
the unity God wills for his church ." 

For the Episcopalian participants the 
sponsoring body is the Episcopal 
Church 's Joint Commission on Ecumeni
cal Relations . For the Roman Catholics it 
is the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops through its Committee for Ecu
menical and lnterreligious Affairs . 

Entitled " Where We Are : A Challenge 
for the Future," the 16-page report is 
signed by the 19 members of the Angli
can-Roman Catholic Consultation (ARC) 
in the U.S.A. Its co-chairmen are the Rt . 

Rev. Arthur A. Vogel , Episcopal Bishop of 
West Missouri , and the Most Rev. Ray
mond W. Lessard, Roman Catholic Bish
op of Savannah, Ga. 

The docum ent reviews progress 
achieved in 19 official consultations by 
the group since 1965. While significant 
agreement has been achieved in a num
ber of areas, it says, significant questions 
remain in many of the same areas . Topics 
covered in the report include the two 
Churches' understanding of worship, 
scripture, the " articulation of the faith ," 
the role of bishops , ethical questions, 
and " personal life in Christ." 

In a concluding section offering " pas
toral recommendations," the ARC partic
ipants asked their sponsoring bodies 
whether the Consultation should pro
ceed to establish any of five suggested 
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joint task fo rce . These would deal with 
wo rld hunger, evangeli sm, prayer and 
sp i rituality , Anglican-Cathol ic " cove
nants" or cooperative agreements be
tween parishes and other bod ies , and 
the " pastoral role of bishops." 

They also asked their spon sor i ng 
bodies whether ARC should go on to 
study four " problem areas." These are: 

- Authority in the Church , including 
the role of the pope and bishops and 
perhaps also " more practical realit ies" 
such as the handling of women's ordina
tion by Episcopalians and the handling by 
Roman Catholics of recommendations 
pertaining to women 's role in the Church 
made by the Catholic Call to Action 
conference held in October, 1976, in 
Detroit . 

-Theological questions pertaining to 
the Churches' understanding of sex 
roles-" what it means to be a woman and 
a man, and how men and women image 
God in their being and their callings in 
the Church and the world ." 

-The relationship between Church 
tradition and individual conscience, with 
specific reference to " such current 
questions as abortion and the right to 
life, the pastoral approach to ecumenical 
marriages , and homosexuality." 

- " The degree of unity that each of us 
feels necessary as prerequisite to sacra
mental sharing, and how each Church 
intends to relate this convergence be
tween us to the ongoing ecumenical 
relations each of us has in many other 
ecumenical dialogues." Included under 
this heading is the question of Anglican 
Orders, in light of Pope Leo Xlll 's 
negative pronouncement of their validity. 
(USCC) 

METHODIST ARCHIVES GET 
NEW HOMES IN ENGLAND 

The John Rylands University Library of 
Manchester has become the world 's 
pre-eminent center for the study of 
non-conformity and the history of dis
sent with the transfer there of 26,000 
books and manuscripts from the famous 
Methodist Archives in the city of London . 

The transfer followed the signing in 
London of the legal agreement for it by 
the Methodist Conference President, the 
Rev. B. Arthur Shaw, and the Vice-Chan
cellor of the University, Professor Sir 
Arthur Armitage . 

The transfer is in line with a decision of 
the 1976 Methodist Conference that the 
bulk of the archives which had hitherto 
been kept in City Road, where Wesley's 
Chapel stands in the heart of London , to 
the John Rylands Library of Manchester 
University. It was decided , however, that 
ceramics, pictures and other vi sual items 
would be separated from the main 
Archives collection and be offered to the 
Trustees of Wesley's Chapel for display 
in some part of the chapel which is at 
present undergoing restoration. 

The reli cs which have come to Rylands , 
however, include many visua l objects 
such as busts , portraits , clocks, wa lki ng 
stocks and other mementoes as wel l as 
copious letters by John Wesley, more 
than 26,000 books and a rare col lection of 
manuscripts occupying some 600 feet of 
shelving. 

Rylands is already rich with 400,000 
volumes and other material about the 
Unitarians, Moravians , Quakers , and 
religion in general. 

The new collection reflects many as
pects of Methodist history. The printed 
works of John Wes ley, the fo under, are 
represented by about 1,300 items, in
cluding most editions of all his publica
tions . More than 6,000 pamphlets record 
the burning controversies which sur
rounded the 19th century divisions with
in the movement. 

American Methodists and students 
wanting to study the Archives wo n't have 
too much of a problem in getting to 
them. Manchester is almost exactly the 
same distance from London as Was hing
ton is from New York and is served by 
high-speed, non-stop express trai ns, as 
well as aircraft. (RNS) 

UN ITED METHODIST 
1977 NEWS WRAP-UP 

When temperatures sank to reco rd 
lows and snow piled high last wi nter, it 
was not the last time the winds b lew co ld 
on the United Methodist Church during 
1977. 

The sun appeared to shine warmly on 
general national religious interest, on 
com mun ication developments and on 
respo nses to some socia l needs, bu t 
there was a " chi ll factor" in the news: 
some reti rement homes were in major 
financia l difficulties, 22 co lleges we re 
" endangered," hunger and many kinds 
of opp ression co nti nue, membership 
losses have not stopped and the Mis
sional Priority on Ethn ic M inority Local 
Churches was floundering. 

United Method ist Commun ications' 
info rmal sampl ing of denominational 
co mmunicat ion workers showed general 
agreement about the effects of these 
major issues. There was disagreement, 
however, on the importance, or even the 
d irection, of such issues as sexuality, the 
"gulf" between local churches and gen
era l boards, and the extent of involve
ment in social issues. 

Some saw the church's action , or 
inaction, as largely a reflect ion of the 
American society, shivering in the same 
cold , co ncern and uncertainty. 

High on the news list throughout the 
first year of a new church quadrennium 
w ere t he Mi ss ional Pr iorities- world 
hunger, ethn ic mino ri ty local church and 
evangel ism. 

The emphasis on ethnic churches lived 
up to its bill ing as " most doubtful ," as 
fund receipts lagged far below those for 
hunger. Debate cont inued over whether 
the lag was due to a slow start, promotion 
problems, confl ict with the hunger em-

HOLOCAUST STUDIES IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
A seven-armed stainless steel menorah standing 16 feet high, designed by Israeli 

sculptor Dov Hoff, standing near the Hebrew word "Z-Chor" (remember), marks the 
Austrian concentration camp at Mauthausen, the largest extermination center west of 
the Iron Curtain . According to Dr. Leon Zelman, a fo rmer p risoner at Mauthausen, " The 
six arms of the menorah will symbolize the six million Jews cruelly murdered in the 
Holocaust." 

Christian and Jewish groups are urging educational authorities to expand Holocaust 
studies in the nation's public schools. New York and Philadelphia schools have already 
developed substantive curriculi and programs will be improved as study materials 
become available. RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE PHOTO 
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phasis, ove r-emphasis on money, o r a 
" hidden fee ling that a too-large propor
tion of United Method ist money is 
alread y go ing for ethn ic m i nority 
causes. " Some pointed out the fund is 
not a top priori ty, si nce most of the 
money is to come from the Advance or 
"second-mile" giving. 

From 'Crisis' to 'Emergency' 
In any event, what was labeled an 

" immediate crisis" in 1975 and 1976 was 
given " emergency" status in late 1977 as 
the bishops and other top church coun
cils developed a new formula to st imu
late participation in the fund. Advance 
giving for the ethnic priority is by 
categories, not projects, a lim itation the 
bishops said crippled promotion effo rts. 
Requests to name the churches receivi ng 
help were rebuffed , but the new formula 
allows annual conferences to retain for 
ethnic projects with in their bounds one
half of the funds they rai se. 

In spite of only $173,000 by Nov. 30, the 
head of the ethnic priority's coordinating 
committee was "feeling good about the 
progress" and vo iced support for the 
new promotional plan . 

Another million dollars for this pur
pose had been raised on the special 
M issional Prior ities apport ionment. 
Meanwhile, the annual conferences ap
parently were topping the national effort 
by providing more than $4 million for 
ethnic projects. They reported formation 
of 26 new ethnic congregations and 
recruitment of 64 ethnic persons for the 
ministry. 

The world hunger priority, already well 
under way, brought in $1 .16 million 
through the Advance and was getting 
implementation at all church levels. 

The third priority, evangelism, aimed 
at countering a decade's loss of a mill ion 
church members, was also off to a slow 
start , though much discussed . By year's 
end , its leadership had outlined strate
gies to be shared across the denomina
t ion along with resources being devel
oped . 

The loss of _membership appeared to 
have been slowed. Although reports 
were incomplete, counts last June indi
cated a loss of some 73,000 during 1976, 
the lowest decline in more than a 
decade. Sixteen of the 73 U.S. confer
ences reported gains, ranging up to 5,000 
persons each . 

Giving to the 20 denominational fund s 
totaled $50.86 million through Nov. 30, 
or 10 percent above a year ago , though 
four new funds are included in the total. 

One trend was a surge among charis
matics , wi th strong indications they 
expect to stay w ithin the denomination . 
Some 750 United Method ists attended a 
national ecumenical conference on char
ismatic renewal and decided to form a 
new fellowsh ip. 

There were indications Good News, 
the evangelical movement, would re-

main in the denomination but increas
ingly develop its own programs-mis
sionaries, curricu lum materials and sem
inary relationshi ps. 

Homes in Trouble 
Another primary financial problem 

surfaced in institutions re lated to the 
chu rch-deep trouble fo r some retire
ment homes and co lleges-raising many 
questions about the nature of futu re ties . 

Pacific Homes , with seven homes and 
seven health care units in three states , 
went through new an.d complicated 
effo rts to stay in busi ness . Pacific and 
Southwest Conference agreed to raise $9 
m i ll ion o ve r severa l years to avert 
bankruptcy that threatened because of 
inflat ion and over-expansion. Revision of 
residents' cont racts to cope with in
creased costs was proceeding w hen 
more than 200 residents sued to enforce 
the ir original co nt racts . Th is threatened 
to push the homes into liquidation rather 
than reorganizat io n und er a co u rt
named trustee. 

The situation prompted other confer
ences to check the status of their homes 
and hosp ita ls . Another faci ng possible 
legal action is North Ind iana, which is 
soon to consider.a $1.5 mill ion campaign 
to enable Wesley Manor to meet bond 
obl igations . New Orleans' Lafon Home 
had to close when federal funds were 
stopped due to stri ct enforcement of a 
safety code . Here, as in another home for 
aged blacks, 95 percent were total ly 
dependent on Medicare. 

Colleges 'Endangered' 
The May announcement that 22 of 

United Method ism's 107 col leges are in 
" most endangered " status because of 
ser i ou s f i nancial di ffic ul ty was 
someth ing of a bombshell. The names 
were not revealed by the special study 
commi ss ion (but were given to the 
higher education board along w ith ex
tensive data) to allow the schools to 
counteract their peri l before further 
action . 

State aid to higher education through 
student help was hailed by the special 
commission as the salvation of church 
related schools. North Carolina's $300 
per year to residents attending a college 
in state, paid to the schools, was upheld 
in federal court, w hich said two schoo ls, 
including Pfeiffer College, were not 
" pervasively secta rian." The program 
was credited with spurri ng enro llment 
increases at private schoo ls, incl ud ing 
United Method ism's five . A si milar Ten
nessee law also was va lidated in court . 

Government 'Interference ' 
Cash-flow problems, sometimes ag

gravated by f ed eral requ i rements , 
caused problems at Centenary College, 
to w hich Lou isiana Conference pledged 
$450,000 over com ing months; Meharry 
Medical College in Nashville, w hich cut 

back operations for several weeks to 
catch up; Scarritt College in Nashville. 

However, some conference and insti· 
tutional fu nd d rives went "over the top." 

The effect of fede ral guidelines , espe
cially regarding adm ission of the handi
capped and m ino rity stu dents, was 
scored by a veteran college president as 
" interference and domination." 

The top pensions executive warned 
that new internal revenue requ irements 
that church auxi liary organizat ions must 
be " exclusively religiou s" could lead to 
" increasing interference by the federal 
government in the affairs of the chu rch ." 
And an IRS audit challenging the use by 
two action coalitions of a board 's tax 
exemption led to end ing the relation
ship . 

Communication Good News 
Several communications gains we re 

chalked up. 
The Mass Communications Fund re

ceived more than one-half its $600,000 
first-year goal by Oct. 31 . Its priorities 
include the radio series " United Meth
odist Connecti on ," now on several 
dozen stations weekly, and training in 
producing local church newsletters, one 
of the most widely used forms of 
communi cat ion . It s TV series " Six 
American Families" won the Gabriel and 
three Chicago Film Fest ival awards . 

As the furor over sex and violence on 
te levision burgeoned , UM Commun ica
tions acted to combat " excessive and 
gratuitous" explo itation by buyi ng stock 
in two corpo rations advertising on TV in 
order to take stockholder action . Its 
leaders encouraged selective viewing 
and viewer response to programming. It 
joined other denominations to t rain 
leaders in " televis ion awareness," ena
bling viewers to become act ive rather 
than " passive recipients ." Others called 
for simply turning off the televis ion . 

Is There a Cap? 
· Respondents disagreed on whethe r 
there is a gap between upper and lower 
echelons of the chu rch , but most saw 
evidences of one--on the usual issues of 
sex, race , social action and evangelism. 
However, some noted greater w ill ing
ness of laity to be involved in social 
witness, and others ci ted a new aware· 
ness of con nectionalism coupled with 
independence. One said the chu rch's 
boasted plural ism might better have 
been called divis iveness in 1977. 

Furor over the sexual ity issue abated 
somewhat from 1976 but was far from 
dormant. As the year closed , the coor
dinating agency announced resources 
for local c hurches' u se i n o ptional 
studies of human sexual ity, a remnant of 
the last General Conference's proposal 
to fund a national study of the subject. 

Minnesota Confe rence d iscontinued 
deacon's o rders for a professed homo
sexual , and New Yo rk Confe rence gave a 
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year's leave to a pastor who disclosed he 
is homosexual. Some conferences sup
ported entertainer Anita Bryant's battle 
against homosexuals. O ne editor co n
fessed his neglect of the issue was due to 
lack of sufficient information and to 
reluctance to cause " wounds" by such 
discussion. 

After work on the Equal Rig h ts 
Amendment failed to sway the final three 
legislatures needed for ratification , three 
general church agencies voted not to 
have meetings in unratified states . Th is 
led to an outcry that such a boycott was 
unfair and ineffective. 

As the number of clergy couples at 
work rose to some 200, a judicia l rul ing 
raised a barrier by invalidati ng new 
legislation allowing them to waive mini
mum salary rights in order to serve 
together. At the same ti me, it recognized 
adequate, non-discriminatory legislation 
is needed to meet the new pattern of 
ministry. 

The question of eth nic quotas in the 
church that seemed to be risi ng as 1977 
began did not grow, but there was a pro 
and con flurry over the Allan Bakke 
appeal in the Supreme Court. One board 
said professional school admission stan
dards should take accou nt not only of 
academic factors but also be sensitive to 
past discrimination. Two divisions of 
another board supported quotas to give 
" practical and honest implementation" 
to affirmative action . 

As expected , the annual conferences 
gave overwhelming approval to a const i
tutional amendment giving votes to 
Ge ne ral Conference delegates from 
Oklahoma Indian Missionary Confer
ence. The 100th annive rsary of Methodist 
work among Japanese in the U.S. was 
celebrated. 

Actio ns by boards and church bodies 
on a sheaf of public issues aroused deep 
emotion and prompted numerous letters 
to ed itors . Among the issues were the 
Panama Canal treaties, recognition for 
the People's Republic of China, J. P. 
Stevens' employment practices, natio nal 
health care insurance, Ke nt State co n
struction, gun control , capital pun ish
ment and abortion . 

Ahead? 
Looking to 1978, co mmunicato rs fo re

saw a continuing and growing discontent 
between local churches and general 
agencies , at the same time as a boom in 
training for local leaders. They were 
fearful of a growing institutional cris is, 
with danger signals being struggling 
retirement homes, endangered cam
puses and government encroachments. 
They hoped for continued growth in 
awareness about communications by 
and for the church. 

All in all, not that much different from 
1977. 

WINSTON H. TAYLOR 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST LEADERS 
DISMAYED BY DOWNTREND 

State Southern Baptist directors of 
evangel ism analyzed factors involved in a 
dow nward trend in the number of 
baptisms in the Southern Baptist Con
vention , the nation 's largest Protestant 
denomination , at their annual meeting. 

Projections by the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board indicate that the 
number of baptisms will drop to 342 ,201 
for the year 1977. This would make it the 
second consecutive year in which the 
number of baptisms was down, and 
would represent an 11 per cent drop 
from the 384,496 baptisms of 1976. 

A survey conducted by the Home 
Mission Board ' s evangelism section 
found that only nine of the 33 state or 
multi-state Southern Baptist bodies re
corded increases in baptisms in the past 
year. Some recorded large declines 
despite massive denominational evan
gelistic emphases . 

A " Good News Texas" evangelistic 
program was held in that state by 
Southern Baptists in the past year, but a 
decline of some 2,500 baptisms was 
recorded from the 54,225 of 1976. 

L. L. Morriss, director of evangelism 
for the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas , said , " If we hadn't pulled out all 
the stops , there's no telling where we 
would have come out." 

In South Carolina, the number of 
baptisms dropped by 1,500 . Earl 
Crumpler, evangelism director of that 
state's Southern Baptist body, com
mented, " People with strong influence 
in evangelism say we are in the midst of a 
spiritual awakening. It seems to me that if 
this is occurring, results would be more 
concrete. " 

C. B. Hogue, director of the evange
lism section of the national Home Mis
sion Board, said , " The old-line denomi
nations, which have been going down, 
are coming to an awareness that God is 

wanting to do something in our .time . 
Southern Baptists seem to be lying under 
the tree asleep w hile th ings are happen
ing out there ." 

Sunday School Board statistician Jim 
Lowry speculated that one factor in the 
baptism decline may be that " the birth 
rate decline in the mid-1960s is starting to 
catch up w ith us." He noted that the 
number of children, age 6to11 , has been 
steadily declin ing. 

William Pinson , president of Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, Mill 
Valley , Cali f ., ci ted population move
ment as another element in the decline. 

He pointed out that " people are 
moving to the Sunbelt areas from areas 
which do not have strong church empha
ses. Al so , many t imes when people move 
from traditional Southern Baptist areas to 
new areas, they tend to lose their church 
membership." 

John Havli k of the Home Mission 
Board 's evangeli sm department ques
tioned whether baptisms should be 
considered as the sole " indicator of 
health and growth" in the denomination. 
He suggested that total church member
ship is a better indicator than the number 
of baptisms, and noted that Sunday 
School Board projections indicate that 
total SBC membership will have grown 
by 1.1 per cent, to 13,064,754 by the end 
of 1977. 

Mr. Hogue said that if the 32,000 
Southern Baptist pastors would baptize 
just one person per week, the baptism 
rate would be 1,664,000 in 1978. Also , he 
commented , "there are approximately 
750,000 Sunday school workers in 34,164 
Sunday schools . If they were responsible 
for just one baptism per week, that 
would result in 39 million conversions 
per year." 

He declared that " the need today is for 
us to get serious about witnessing and 
winning-but it must be a groundswell 
from our churches." (RNS) 

The March issue will have several articles on food and hunger, including a look 
at food production in China by J. Harry Haines (who has recently visi ted there), 
Asia and food by Leon Howell, and Dean Freudenberger on a church response to 
rural poverty. Other articles will tell about a w ide range of topics-Black United 
Methodists , children 's rights , displaced homemakers, and one man 's ministry to 
runaway boys in Johannesburg, South Africa, among others. 
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PROBING FOR JUSTICE 

Edited by 
Oioter T He el 

Vital Resources for Study/ Action 

BEYOND SURVIVAL: Bread and Justice In Christian Perspective 
Edited by, Dieter T. Hessel 

Thought-provoking essays to help church people delve deeper into hunger 
issues and promote justice through action. Abiblical foundation is given. 
The essays are the culmination of work by study teams of fanners, theologians. 
educators. food producers and others who examined facets of hunger in 
depth. Theological-ethical reflection permeates the book, inviting dialogue 
and commitment. Sale $4.25 

WHO REALLY STARVES? WOMEN AND WORLD HUNGER 
By Lisa leghorn and Mary Roodkowsky 

Facts about women and world hunger are examined. Among the inequities, 
women are more likely to suffer malnutrition than men, though women 
grow and prepare more of the world's food. Economic, political and cultural 
conditions that handicap women are pointed out .. Hunger problems can't 
be solved without dealing with the special problems of women. Sale $1.25 

mE GLOBAL CONNECTION: Local Action for World Justice 
By Dennis Shoemaker 

This development education handbook helps local groups know what they 
can do in moving toward global justice. Immensely practical. it cites examples 
of creati~ education/action projects and methods used. Food policy, militarism, 
defense spending, political imprisonment and torture are some of the issues 
covered. Included is an action/ reflection guide by Carolyn Mcintyre. 

Sale $3.95 

UBERIY TO DIE CAPllVES: The Struggle 
Against Oppression in South Korea 
By George E. Ogle 

The firsthand story of Christians witnessing in 
South Korea, told by a United Methodist missionary 
who served there. Ogle describes his early days 
there, experiences beginning in 1972 with martial 
law, the harassments that followed and continue 
and his own arrest and expulsion. Sale $3.00 

SPOIL: A Moral Study of Strip Mining for Coal 
By Richard Cartwright Austin 

A resource that deserves attention by church people. Challenges study groups 
to learn about strip mining. its effect on the environment and need for responsible 
action. Leaders will value the "thought and discussion section" ending each 
chapter. Sale $2.00 
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