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MISSIOll MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

October, 1977 

Farmworkers. For the first time in the history of the farmworkers movement 
there is a rift between Cesar Chavez and the mainline denominations which have 
given the movement support. Cause of the rift is a trip Mr. Chavez took to the 
Philippines to accept an award from the government on behalf of the United Fa rm 
Workers. The National Council of Churches' Division of Church and Society has 
expressed "disappointment and sadness" that Chavez accepted the award and also 
expressed "profound concern" about allegations that Chavez made statements 
favorable to the Marcos regime. The Council has long opposed martial law in 
the Philippines . Chavez' trip was arranged by the U.S. Department of Labor and 
he was a guest of the Philippines government. One NCC staffer has charged that 
a 17 percent cut in military aid to the Philippines that was passed in the House 
was later defeated in the Senate as a result of Chavez' trip. The UFW has de
nied that Chavez made the statements he is alleged to have made in support of 
martial law in the Philippines but the union has not said why Chavez made the 
trip. A large number of farmwor kers are Filipino and they reportedly urged the 
trip on their leader. The UFW plans a meeting in mid-October in California to 
rebut the charges and has asked the NCC to send representatives . 

Universities. Two United Method i st schools are in trouble, one because of a 
shortage of students, the other due to a shortage of income. Alaska Methodist 
University opened September 6 with only 60 students, which ·was said to be dis
couraging to the new president, Dr. Glenn A. Olds. The National Division of 
BOGM has already channeled $9.6 mil l ion to AMU s i nce 1958, when it was founded . 
The school was closed last academic year for "reassessment and r eorganization" 
and lost its accreditation .... Meharry Medical College in Nashville, Tennessee, 
which has been in financial difficulty for a number of years, is running 60 to 
90 days behind in paying its bills and has asked 500 administrators, staff and 
faculty earning more than $10,000 annually to work only 32 hours a week. Me
harry is the only independent, predominantly black medical school in the country 
and has produced 43 percent of the black physicians and dentists now practicing 
in the United States. 

Refugees. The United Methodist Co1T111ittee on Relief (UMCOR) is asking churches 
to consider becoming sponsors for some of the 7,000 "boat people, 11 the latest 
Indochina refugees granted permission to enter the U.S. Having pledged to re
settle 560 families in 1975, UMCOR relocated more than twice that number --1 ,286 
families. 



Bel fa st . Wit hin an hour after learn i ng September 13 that she had won the first 
Wo r ld Method i st Council Peace Awa rd , Sadie Patter son received word that her 
great-nephew had been ambushed at a deserted country intersection, another 
victim of violence in Ulster. "You have to take the kicks in life," commented 
the Norther n Ireland campaigner for social justice and peace . Now in her 70 1 s, 
Miss Patterson is a life-long member of the Shankill Road Methodist Church in 
Belfast. From 1973 to 1976 she chaired the "Women Together" movement, an or
ganization of Protestants and Roman Catholics . The peace prize, a medallion 
and $1 , 000, will be presented in Belfast later this year . 

Bishops. The Rev. Hermanus Sitorus, 44, has been elected the second bishop 
of the Methodist Church of Indonesia, succeeding Bishop Jahannes Gultom. The 
new bishop served as principal of the Methodist Bible Institute in Medan, 
North Sumatra for two years. The Methodist Church of Indonesia has 18,000 mem
bers in Sumatra and Java .... The Rev. Marco Ochoa, pastor of the First Methodist 
Church of Lima until the church 1 s General Assembly next January, and superin
tendent of the Lima District, has been named interim bishop of the Methodist 
Church of Peru. He fills the vacancy created by the death of Bishop Wenceslao 
Bahamonde, who was killed Aug. 16 in an automobile accident. The deceased 
bishop 1 s wife, Genoveva, was seriously injured in the accident but is reported 
progressing satisfactorily. 

Deceased . Retired United Methodist Bishop Edwin E. Voigt, 85, died of heart 
failure in Seattle August 31. Elected to the episcopacy in 1952, Bishop Voigt 
served the Dakotas Area and the Illinois Area. An authority on hymnody and 
worship, Bishop Voigt chaired the Commissio n on Worship when the revised hymnal 
and Book of Worship were adopted in 1964. An educator, he was president of 
Simpson College before his episcopacy and president of McKendree College after 
retirement in 1964. 

Crusade Scholars. Sixty-two Crusade Scholars are studying in the U.S. and 
Puerto Rico this year. A third of them are women, meeting a goal the Crusade 
Scholarship Committee has set . Among the Scholars are two Methodist ministers 
from Tonga in the South Pacific who will pursue In-Service Doctor of Ministry 
degrees at the School of Theology at Claremont, California, then return home 
and work as a teaching-leadership team. Half the annual World Communion offer
ing goes to support the 33-year-old program to provide scholarships for inter
national students and U.S. ethnic minorities. 

Missionaries. The conmissioning of about 40 new deaconesses and missionaries 
wi ll be a highlight of the annual meeting of the United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries in Atlanta the third week in October. The service will be 
part of a public meeting paying tribute to the church 1 s far-flung missionaries 
and taking special note of "Mission ' in Georgia and Georgia in Mission. " The 
Board decided to revive its annual commissioning service, a practice discon
tinued in 1968 i n favor of commissioning in new missionaries 1 home conferences 
or churches, to make manifest the "send i ng into all the world" of mission per
sonnel . 



A significant number of missionary service opportunities exist in Zaire , where 
the missionary community was sharply reduced by warfare during which mission
ary Dr. Glenn Eschtruth was killed. The Office of Missionary Personnel of the 
UM Board of Global Ministries lists 26 openings for French-speaking personnel, 
including physicians and nurses, a specialist in tropical agriculture, a Chris
tian education supervisor, a radio technician, a purchasing agent, construction/ 
maintenance personnel and three couples to teach theological education and 
train pastors' wives. To assist in resumption of its schools which the govern
ment has just returned, the church in Zaire also wants six secondary school 
teach_ers. 

New missionary opportunities elsewhere range from a woman to teach English and 
be librarian at a theological collge in Taiwan to a Christian educator equipped 
to develop new forms of Christian nurture in Islamic Pakistan. In the U.S. 
about 15 openings exist for church and community workers, from an inter-racial 
ethnic parish in Texas to ministry in Buffalo Creek, W. Va. 

Retirement. A proposal that the retirement age be extended to 68 as a way of 
protecting the Social Security System has been termed 11 unfortunate 11 by the Rev. 
John A. Murdock, head of the Health and Welfare Ministries Division of BOGM. 
"Many of us oppose the continued use of a retirement system that forces a work
er out of a job merely because of age and without regard to his or her ability 
and desire to work, 11 he said. 11 It must be made clear, however, that the person 
who wants to work beyond age 65 and is able to do the work should receive high
er Social Security income when he or she does retire. We must not for~e people 
to work longer without extra reward just to bail out a government program. 11 

The U.S. House Republican leadership has suggested this and other ways of curing 
the deficit-ridden Social Security System. 

Community Centers. New ways should be found to include the 11 served 11 in the 
decision-making process of the 11 servers, 11 the Rev. Robert J . Harman told a 
quadrennial national meeting of UM community centers and residences in Des 
Plaines, Ill., Sept. 14-15. The BOGM National Division executive praised ad
ministrators and directors of the centers for their servi ce to the poor and 
dispossessed, but urged them to be also "agents of empowerment . .. Servanthood is 
not bestowed upon a few well-intentioned people, 11 he said. There are 72 cen
ters related programatically to the National Division's Office of Community 
Centers and Residences. The empowerment theme was coupled at the meeting with 
the issue of decreasing financial support from the national level for the 
centers. 

Burma. The Marxist government of this predominantly Buddhist nation has pub-
1 ished an edition of 10,000 copies of Christian scriptures in Burmese. Chris
tians in the parliament had complained that they could not get Bibles, nor can 
they exchange funds to import Bibles from abroad. The Bibles were printed by 
the state information agency . 

Scarritt College . Dr . J. Richard Palmer, who for tne last four years has been 
president of Scarritt College in Nashville, has resigned effective Jan. l. The 



college is the only schoo l of higher educati on owned by the entire United Meth
odist Church and specializes in training Christian wo rkers . In 1974 it launched 
a $1 6. 7 million development campaign over a seven-year per iod , of which half had 
been met by last May. Last Apri l , Louise Weeks resigned as dean of the Center 
of Women's Studies, charging a "cont i nui ng pa tter n of race and sex discr imina
tion'' at the college, but Dr. Pal mer repl ied the char ges were "s imply not true." 

Argentina. Argentina faces political, social and economic cri ses but the Meth
odist Church there exhibits new strength and outreac h, acco rding t o Joyce Hill, 
BOGM World Division staff membe r and former miss ionary to Ar gentina . Adds the 
Rev. Ernesto M. Nielsen, di st r ic t su peri ntendent who has just come to the U.S. 
as a Crusade Sc ho 1 a r, "The church has n 1 t grown in numbers but in 1 ay and pasto
ral leadership and in its socia l projects." Both of them attended the recent 
assembly of the church at which the Rev. Feder ico Pagura, one-time bishop of 
Costa Rica and Panama, wa s elected bis hop . The 6,000-member church has mission 
project s among the ur ba n poor , poli t ical r efugees from neighboring countries 
and the Toba Indians. 

Christian Unity. A rab bi talked about the Holocaust, the General Secretary of 
COCU summarized what' s happening in the Consultation on Church Union and offi
cials interpreted the Worl d and Nat ional Co uncils of Churches. It was all part 
of a training workshop for annua l conference leader s of the Southeast Jurisdic
tion of the Uni t ed Method i st Church . Co-sponsored by Scarritt Center of Con
tinuing Education , the host; the Southeaster n Jurisdiction, and the Ecumenical 
and Interreligiou s Concer ns Di vi sion of BOGM, the workshop in late September 
worked t oward build i ng a network of "friends of ecumenical concerns in the 
Southeas t." 

Bakke Ca se. The case of Regents of the University of California vs. Allan 
Bakke , whic h i s cur rent ly before the U.S . Supreme Court, ha s attracted the atten
ti on of a number of church orga ntzations, who see it as poss i bly the most im
portant civ il r i ghts case s i nce "Brown vs . Boa rd of Education" in 1954 . The 
Na t ional Cou ncil of Churches has joined about 20 other groups in filing friend 
of the court brief s in suppo r t of the pos i tion of the university, that a de
cision in favor of Mr. Bakke woul d have a fa r reaching negative effect on 
affirmative action programs . Bakke, who is wh i te , claims that he was unjustly 
deni ed admi ss i on t o t he California university ' s medical school in favor of eth
nic minoriti es who were admitted under a special admissions program. The Re
gents argu e he would not have been admi tted even if the program had not existed 
and that whites with lower t est scores than his were admitted. But in the view 
of many observers t he case has ballooned far beyo nd these facts to be a test 
case for al l special admis s i ons and affirmative action programs, such as ef
forts to break down rac ial ba r riers in the construction industry and other job 
areas. 

No Soap. The controversi al TV show called "Soap " turns out to be not very 
funny, in the view of many TV cr i t ics. Tom Shales wrote in the Washington 
Post that the show fails becau se "there is t oo much venom in it and vi r tually 
no wit. 11 



EDITORIALSC1J 
PANAMA- THE POLITICS 
OF NOSTALGIA 

The debate over the ratification of the new 
Panama Canal Treaty is a struggle between 
rea lity and illusion . 

The myths of childhood die hard and most 
Americans over a certain age had the myth o f 
the Panama Canal drilled into them in their 
fo rmative years . The gallant American with 
their know-how taking over after the French 
went bankrupt . The march of science and 
technology, a brave American doctors and 
engineers conquered disease and the jungle 
to push through a triumph of engineering . 
Teddy Roosevelt walking softly and carrying 
a big stick . The Great White Fleet steaming 
around the world to show the flag . 

Never mind that we did not learn too much 
about the seamy s ide of all this. We certainly 
were not taught that the labor on the Canal 
was done mostly by black West Indians who 
died by the thousands for low wages nor the 
U .S . role in the secess ion of Panama from 
Colombia nor the signing of the original 
treaty under circumstances di stinctly dubious 
if not fraudulent . Such complexities might 
interfere with the surge of patriotic pride 
over the Canal that has led Senator Sam 
Nunn of Georgia to equate the Canal with the 
51 t state. 

Popular myths, unfortunately , are not a 
very good guide for conduct in the real 
world . To the proud people of Panama and to 
Latin America in general, the present treaty 
is a vestige of imperialism , a symbol of U .S . 
arrogance and a constant irritant in hemis
phere relationships. The commercial and 
military value of the Canal steadily Jes en as 
larger ships are built which cannot use the 
waterway and as there is growing realization 
of its vulnerability to sabotage . 

Thus , all practical considerations-better 
relationships with other nations, military and 
commercial considerations-as well as a 
simple sense of justice should cause us in the 
United States to cheer the conclusion of 
thirteen years of negotiations which have 
resulted in a treaty which if anything is 
weighted in favor of the U.S . After all, the 
negotiations have been carried on under both 
Democratic and Republican administrations 
and the concept endorsed by a variety of 
civic and religious bodies, such as the 1976 
General Conference of the United Methodist 
Church . 

Never underestimate the power of a myth . 
It is instructive that the leaders in the fight 
against ratifica tion of the treaty are old men, 
such as Senator Strom Thurmond and former 
Governor Ronald Reagan, who have a 
natural instinct for the politics of nostalgia 
and whose vision of the world is based upon 

the belief that if " we" don ' t push "them " 
aro und , " they" wi ll push " us" around. 

The question is whether that bellicose 
vision wi ll sway the American people or not. 
There are those people who feel that the 
U .S ., till bearing the psychic wounds of the 
Vietnam defeat , are insecure enough that 
they need someone else to bully , albeit 
someone small enough not to be ab le to do 
much damage in retaliat ion, in order to 
restore their tattered sense of their own 
worth . 

We have more faith in the good sense of 
the American people than that. They have 
many tough and difficult deci s ions to make 
and we do not believe that they will be 
distracted by such false issues as whether the 
Panamanians are " pushing us around ." We 
trust that they would rather relate to thei r 
neighbors on a basis of trust and respect 
rather than sagging notions of fa lse virility. 
We believe that they are mature enough to 
accept the pas t, with its mingled record of 
good and bad , and get on with livi ng in 
today's world . The way to do that is to ratify 
the treaties. · 

HELPING THE FAM ILY 
For the first time , more than half of the 

nation 's households contain onl y one or two 
persons. Last year, there were more than 
twice as many one-person households than in 
1960, according to the lates t reports from the 
U .S . Census Bureau . The causes listed by 
the bureau are the lower birth rate , divorce 
and postponement of marri age and the ability 
of more yo ung singles and the elderly to keep 
their own hou eholds . 

Another cause must surel y be that family 
life is just not as attractive as it once was. 
And for this there is ample support from a 
new five- year study by the Carnegie Council 
on Children , which is funded by the Car
negie Corporation of New York, a private 
philanthropic foundation which brought us 
such innovative children 's programs on TV 
as " Sesame Street " and " The Electric 
Circus" throu gh the Childrens' Television 
Workshop. 

According to Kenneth Kenni ston , chair
man of the I I-member council who has 
himself done a number of influenti al studies 
on youth and adolescence in America, " This 
country needs a new national policy for 
families and chi ldren-a policy that helps 
empower parents with more resources of 
jobs, money, time and influence." Accord
ing to news reports, the Council 's report is 
sy mpathetic to the plight of parents who have 
been thrust into the novel role of " manag
ing " the provision of thei r children's health , 
education and other needs and thus must take 

on the demanding responsibility of selecting 
and coordinating all the outside "experts " 
who collectively spend more time with their 
children than they do . The American family 
is not disintegrating, says the report , but is 
bewildered and very much in need of help in 
coping with the stresses of the technological 
age . 

The Council's report focuses heavily on 
economics, but it does not end up recom
mending more federal programs . Rather, it 
places highest priority on a full employment 
program to assure that no child should suffer 
because his parents cannot find work. "The 
greatest si ngle harm to children is poverty, " 
the report conc ludes . It proposes that unem
ployment among heads of households be 
brought down to no more than I . 5 percent, 
which wou ld mean an overall unemployment 
rate of 3 to 5 percent. The top fifth of 
American families receive about 40 percent 
of all fami ly income and the bottom fifth 
receive about 5 percent. 

The Council's report includes a number of 
other recommendations which have been 
brought up before in different guises but 
have yet really to be discussed in this 
country . One is a minimum income level for 
a ll fam ilies of at least one-half of the nation's 
median family income . Another is scrapping 
the exist ing welfare system in favor of a 
system of refundable tax credits to set a floor 
under every fami ly's income and a vastly 
revamped and simplified tax structure . In the 
sixties similar proposals were made by both 
libera l and conservative economists, but they 
have yet to be adequately discussed . Both 
President Nixon's Family Assistance Plan 
and Senator McGovern ' s famous $1000 
income distribution program met instant 
political death. But clearly these ideas will 
not go away. Now is the time to take 
seriously the nation's responsibility to re
lieve the pre ure on the American family . 

OCTOBER 31, 1517 
This month marks 460 years since Martin 

Luther, an obscure Augustinian monk, 
posted his 95 Theses in clear and forceful 
Latin on the doors of Wittenberg church. He 
hoped for a quiet scholarly debate on the 
merits of indulgences, but to his surprise his 
Theses became an instant hit all over Ger
many. The Protestant Reformation had be
gun . 

"The Christian who lives in confidence 
towards God ," he wrote in an early tract, 
"knows what things he should do, and does 
all gladly and freely, not with a view to 
accumulating merit and good works, but 
because it is his great joy to please God and to 
serve Him without thought of reward." 
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The magnificent archipelago that 
arches eastwardly into the Atlantic 

Ocean remains, to the untutored eye, 
as tranquil as it always was. The 
beaches are sti ll white, the sea azure. 
The wi nds conti nue to caress the rain 
drenched mountains and the sun is still 
hot enough to keep the few remaining 
Europeans in love with the bottle and 
the shade. 

On the surface, then, nothing much 
has changed. There are a few more 
highways on some islands, more bustle, 
perhaps, on others. Dearer prices are 
everywhere, and the vacant stares of 
hungry children sti ll prick the sou l until 
one learns that the destitute always 
expect that the co ld eye will be cast 
upon them. Then it is easy to forget 
their poverty and bewi lderment. 

Yet underneath th is measured seren
ity, this unruffled certainty, a cauldron is 
boiling and a hymn, not yet fu lly 
learned, is being hummed in the gar
bage-littered alleyways w here the West 
Indian proletariat-the "rude boys"
live. The hymn is old even though the 
stanzas are new. And the world has 
heard the refrain before in many places 
and in many languages. It is eerie and 
unending. But almost all of a sudden, 
the texture and content of those cries 
have changed . In the West Indies, now, 
the voices of the hopeless have as
sumed a stridency that startles. Their 
calypso inflections are beginning to be 
touched with steel , and the West Indian 
politician who refuses to learn the 
newly-minted words is l iving in a world 
that is passing him by. 

Last summer I went back to some of 
the islands of the Caribbean-and to St. 
Vincent-my homeland, an island that 
continues to call itsel f " The Gem of the 
Anti 1 les" while flies festoon the faces of 
black beggar boys in the market place. 
It was not a particularly pleasant 
homecoming, for I had lived too long 
away from the is lands to look with 
unjaundiced eyes at the hypocrisies of 
the populace. And I had decided that I 
would no longer endorse, by my si
lence, the pretensions of people who 
often had an exaggerated notion of 
themselves. 

" You mean you don't read Time 
magazine," asked one young politician 
after I told him that I avoided that 
magazine whenever I could, and on ly 
fell victim to it on long distance flights. 

" I read it from cover to cover. No 
American can make a fool out of me 
because I know everything that goes on 
in the world," he added triumphantly. 

I knew that my refusal to be accom
modating would win me no points. I 
would simp ly be dismissed as difficult, 
another example of the strayed West 
Indian ; one who having benefited from 
the goodies of America now saw the 
American tenets of equality, mobility 
and freedom as goals to be perma
nently embraced. 

The first Saturday I arrived, I went 
wandering through the streets of Kings
town, the capital , greeting old friends 
and looking at those things which had 
not changed and at those that were 
new. As I passed the largest department 
store, a young man, about fifteen, 
suddenly put a newspaper in my hand. 
" Be informed, brother," he said, hold
ing out his hand for the twenty-five 
cents. The newspaper, Yulimo, turned 
out to be a weekly that attacked, not 
without some justification, every pro
gram and personality in the current 
government. While literate opposition 
attacks on any government quickens 
my anarchistic urges, I was not pre
pared for this newspaper's shrillness, its 
Marxist edge, its total disaffection with 
the norms of its native land. 

The next week I returned to the 
department store and found the young 
man who had sold me the newspaper. 
He was from the Leeward side of the 
island, the third of ten children born of 
many fathers to a mother who was a 
day laborer. He had an aunt in the civil 
service who paid his school fees so that 
he cou Id attend one of the second-rate 
high schools on the island. He never 
had enough money to buy al I the text 
books, the mandatory uniforms, and all 
the other trappings that the West Indian 
middle class use to tightly draw the 
demarcation between their children 
and the ragamuffins who are out of 
life's race from the moment of their 
birth . 

It was not surprising that he did not 
do well in school. His aunt, seeing her 
investment in him slipping away, be
gan, at first, to berate him, and then 
fina lly stopped paying hi s school fees. 
He dropped out of school and looked 
for work among the merchants of the 
city. They had no jobs. He had relatives 
in England, Canada and the United 

States, but he was not in touch with 
them. He had no inclination to return to 
the fields because that spel led defeat 
for him, and he did not want to join the 
police force, the only growth industry 
on the island. He ca lled himself a poet, 
but the little he had learned from 
Tennyson and Keats prevented him 
from being himself. Disgusted, he took 
to " liming" at street corners and hurl
ing insults at passing high schoo l girls. 
He resented, he said, the cleanliness of 
their uniforms, their greased pigtai ls 
and their certai nty that they were now, 
and forever, beyond his reach. 

Because he had nothing better to do, 
he began to I isten to the speeches of the 
politicians. Gradually he listened, too, 
to the voices of those who had gone to 
school in England and Canada and 
America, and had returned home with 
the audacious notions that caste sys
tems should be broken down and that 
all governments shou ld really be for the 
people. 

The young newspaper sel ler had 
found his life's work. He lived now, he 
said, "to educate the landless peasants, 
the workers, the little people who can 
only live if they str ike down the 
parasites." 

As I listened to him it began to be 
borne home to me that it did not matter 
that his knowledge of economics was 
nonexistent, that his Marxist claptrap 
was rhetoric that he did not understand, 
and that, finally, he had no organiza
tional skill s to make a movement out of 
his ideas. What was impressive was 
that he flowed with the stream of 
history-that unend ing sea rch fo r a 
better I ife-and that as a barely I iterate 
teenager, he now had sufficient gall to 
see himself as a leader of the op
pressed. 

How did this suddenly come about? 
How did a malnourished West Indian 
boy w ho lived on an is land "behind 
God's back" begin to gaze at the world 
with such intense eyes? How did he 
come to think that the society in which 
he lived could be made different if he 
had the will to make it so? Wel l, the 
American cu ltura l juggernaut had 
something to do with this, for American 
ideas of equality and freedom waft 
everywhere. But it is really the music, 
the sensibility of Rastafarianism ex
pressed in reggae, that move the young 
and disaffected West Indian blacks in 
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Bananas are inspected, then bagged, on St. Vincent. They are the chief export. 

(Ed. Note:-Rastafarianism is a religious 
cult whose members revere the late Ethio
pian Emperor Haile Selassie. The name of 
the group derives from his title and name, 
Ras Tafari, before he became emperor. Its 
members wear a hair style called " dread
locks" to imitate lions after hi s title of the 
Lion of Judah. Ceremonies involve smoking 
hashish. Much of their philosophy is ex
pressed in the lyrics of popular songs, 
known as reggae, which are increasingly 
we ll -known in the United States.) 

the smaller islands toward change. 
Not many wear the " dreadlocks" of 

the true Rastafarians but most believe in 
the miracle of " the weed." Although 
the true believer talks about Haile 
Selassie as Jah or God, and thinks that 
only a return to Africa-away from 
Babylon, the West-will give the black 
man himself, most of the young radicals 
are determined to build their Jerusalem 
where they live. Even the middle class 
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who live lives of comfort that only 
madmen or fools would want to relin
quish are now si nging songs to their 
own destruction: 

" Are you a commercial ass 
Grabbing at the cash box 
This is a time of decision 
Tell me what is your plan .. . 
Onward. Forward . Don 't step back-

ward 
Step out of Babylon ... " 
How does the middle class react to 

the fists raised in front of their horizons; 
the new " arrogance" of the poor; the 
curse words that are thrown with 
abandon at them and are so bitter that 
they must come from deep and hurting 
places? 

They pretend that the status quo will 
never change. They chant about the 
high cost of living, the telephones gone 
dead while they talk to their neighbors, 
the "rudeness" of the young, the venal
ity of the politicians. They do not think 
that they should lead this revolution of 
sensibility although they are the most 
qualified to do so, for they have lived 
abroad and they know that their chil
dren can never live anywhere else as 
safely as they do in the West Indies. 
They realize that on every island the 
ranks of the young newspaper seller are 
growing as the economics falter. They 
know that disdain for them is hardening 
the eyes of their children . Yet their lack 
of vision prevents them from doing 
what their English overlords once did: 
absorb by osmosis the opposition and 
thus render it ineffectual. But perhaps 
that old trick is overworn and could not 
be used any longer on the sons of the 
urban proletariat for they, at last, know 
that they live in a time that demands 
more than symbolic gestures. 

And so the scenario of listlessness is 
played out across those green hills, 
those fly-specked market places and 
white sand beaches. Islanders divided 
among themselves and as uncertain of 
their future as they are bewildered by 
their colonial past. I could not help but 
think as I left the islands-with their 
noises of past injustices and present 
animosities-that the young will have 
to make their own world . The old, who 
should lead, walk around with yester
day's sins on their backs and, because 
their vision of themselves is so unclear, 
they are welcoming their destruction 
and they do not even know it. • 

Orde Coombs is a contributing editor of 
New York magazine. His article, Encounter 
in Tien An Men Square, appeared in this 
magazine July-August, 7 976. 



"The scenario of listlessness 
is played out across those 

green hills, those fly-specked 
market places, and 

white sand beaches." 
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Is a 
Caribbean 

identity 
emerging? 

If so, what will 
its relationship 

to the United 
States be? 

The U.S. and the Caribbean: 
A Time of Change 

• • • 

' .. 
Gail Reed 

Significant winds are blowing to 
change the United States' relation s 

with its Caribbean neighbors. Ameri
ca ' s new willingness to open 
economic, cultural and diplomatic rela
tions with Cuba is proof of some of the 
dramatic changes that may be in the 
making. 

In an address in June to a Caribbean 
conference Terence Todman, U.S. As
sistant Secretary of State, said, " The 
increasing role of Hispanic Americans 
and peoples from the Caribbean in our 
society is beginning to raise the Ameri
can consciousness about our neighbor
hood. We must develop together with 
the Congress and the media new ways 
and new programs for expanding our 
understanding of this hemisphere and 
its people. " 

Political analysts have cited 
Rosalynn Carter's and Andrew Young's 
tours of Caribbean and Latin American 
nations last summer as signs of Ameri
ca's sincerity in seeking new relations 
within its hemisphere. 

But the full success of these overtures 
may well hinge upon America's rela
tions with Cuba. In the delicate negotia
tions that must come before the U.S. 
and Cuba reestablish diplor:natic rela
tions, Cuba's international role could 
be as much a stumbling block for the 
U.S. as the U.S.'s blockade has been for 
the Cubans. 

Cuba's alliance with Third World 
Nations (for example, her mil itary in
volvement in Angola and Ethiopia) has 
caused considerable concern among 
Western countries. The U.S. has made 
no secret of its foreboding that the 
thousands of Cuban troops in Angola 
could be a precedent for large scale 
armed Cuban involvement closer to 
home. 

Many government officials also 
worry about Cuba's ideological influ
ence on the newly independent Carib
bean countries, particularly Jamaica, 
Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, and 

corporate officials are keeping a close 
eye on the rising demands by these 
countries for a greater share of the 
foreign-owned companies operating on 
their soil. 

These apprehensions seem to have 
one thing in common : the fear that 
some Caribbean countries might follow 
a path that would bring them socially 
closer to a "Caribbean identity" and 
politically closer to socialism . 

While this is widely feared in the 
West, a few Caribbean governments 
give very definite signs of heading in 
this direction, since they see it as a 
more efficient way of feeding and 
housing their populations, preserving 
their cultures, and being accepted as 
equal partners in the international 
community. These countries argue that 
their socialist leanings are not moti
vated by a " Marxist axis" but by a 
domestic need to overcome their colo
nial past. But do these socialist flirta
tions necessarily mean estrangement 
from the U.S.? 

The Caribbean Identity 

The Caribbean has been described 
virtually dozens of ways. By one com
monly accepted definition, the term 
includes the islands as far north as the 
Bahamas (taking in the non-English
speaking nations of Cuba, Haiti, the 
Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico), 
and those islands extending south to 
Guyana, the only nation on the conti
nent which is a part of the Caribbean 
community. 

In a recent speech the Prime Minister 
of Barbados, G. M. Adams, jokingly 
said, "Perhaps the problem (in defining 
the term Caribbean) is best solved by 
adopting the position of Humpty 
Dumpty and we should agree that for 
the purpose of this discussion the term 
Caribbean shall mean exactly what we 
want it to mean, neither more nor less." 

"The term 'Caribbean', " he con
tinued, " suggests that there are a 
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''The 
Caribbean . . 
1s a region 
of striking 
diversity.'' 

number of similarities among the ind i
v idual nations and countries which 
justi fy a common approach to the 
problems of the area. However, [the 
Caribbean] ... is a region of striking 
diversity. In relation to its geographic 
size, it is perhaps the most fragmented 
and disintegrated zone of the world . It 
is fragmented and disintegrated geo
graphically, since much of the Carib
bean consists of islands. It is frag
mented and disintegrated politically 
since many Caribbean countries are 
still not independent and have ties or 
varying degrees of political and 
economic association with different 
metropolitan countries. Further the re
gion is fragmented by language and 
culture. " 

Given all of the differences, the 
islands' historic similarities form a 
common thread . The colonization of 
the Caribbean area was marked by 
years of resistance in each country
against the Briti sh, French, Spanish or 
Dutch. There was always considerable 
migration from one colony to 
another-from rebellious slaves seek
ing asylum in a new land, to the 
thousands of unemployed who island
hopped from job to job. 

Cuba's U. N. Ambassador Ricardo 
Alarcon suggests that what som·e see as 
an emerging Caribbean identity is a 
natural affirmation of the longstanding 
ties among the islanders at the grass
roots level. " But it was only after the 
removal of the artificial , though still 
influential , colonial barriers that our 
peoples began to fully realize their 
identity as Caribbean peoples." 

An awareness of a different identity 
led Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Barbados and Guyana to establi sh full 
relations with Cuba in 1972 in spite of 
the blockade imposed on Cuba by 
America and the Organization of 
American States. 

In speaking of this period, Ambas
sador Donald Mills of Jamaica said, 
" We were consciously moving away 
from a position of dependency as a 
colony, intent upon making our own 
way, building up the self-confidence of 
our people,. and looking outward to 
establish contacts beyond the tradi
tional ones with the United Kingdom, 
the U.S. and Canada ... It was only 
logical for us to establish relations with 
Cuba. It is our nearest neighbor, and 
has had to struggle with the same forces 
which have existed in our history." 



Left, Many Europeans and Americans know the Caribbean only as a tourist area. This beach 
buffet is on St. Maarten. Above, school children in Cuba sing to the Cuban flag. 

Such a perspecti ve allows for a fuller 
understanding of the prevailing at
titudes in some of the Caribbean coun
tries. 

" Our goals are basic human goals," 
explained Guyana's U . N . Ambassador 
Rashleigh Jackson . " We want to feed, 
clothe and house our nation--our 
whole nation. We want to make the 
people reliant upon themselves. We 
believe the most important asset of any 
nation is its people. And our develop
ment must be about people, not si mpl y 
institutions and structures." 

Ambassador Mill s of Jamaica con
curs, " We may be going about it in a 
different way," he said, " but we have 
the same social aims as Cuba. If you 
were to ask : what do you want for your 
people?, it would be the same thing. 
What people can ' t understand is that 
we' re finding our own way." 

The bilateral agreements between 
Cuba and some of the Engli sh-speaking 
countries in the Caribbean reflect an 
emphasis on complementing areas of 
national development. Jamaica, with its 
highly developed tourist industry, has 
given scholarships to Cuban tourism 
students. Guyana has offered to share 
its extensive experience in rice-growing 
with Cuba. Jamaican construction 
brigades have built housing in Cuba to 
learn the latest techniques, at the sa me 
time contributing to the Cubans' cam
paign to eliminate their housing short
age. 

In explaining Cuba's gi ft to Jamaica 
of four million dollars for a 500-student 

secondary school in Kingston, Jamai
ca's Prime Minister Michael Manley 
said, " We should examine why such a 
gift was made to seem sini ster ... I' ll 
give you one reason . The Third World 
was born out of domination . Our 
people have been dominated from the 
outside for a long time. One common 
factor among the Third World countries 
is the determination of its members to 
escape from domination to build a 
world where domination by one coun
try of another does not ake pl ace." 

A New Global Perspective 

Wary of past unequal relations with 
larger industrial powers, several Carib
bean countries, like many other Third 
World nations, are looking to countries 
more like themselves for a new ethic in 
their foreign relation s. With a new 
global perspective in front of them, they 
are aligning themselves with various 
Third World organizations. 

The 86-member non-aligned move
ment (which includes the governments 
of Jamaica, Guyana, Trinidad and 
Tobago and Cuba), is composed of 
African, Asian and Latin American 
countries demanding freedom from co
lonialism, raci sm and interference in 
their internal affairs. 

These developing countries have 
also banded together on the economic 
front to create new multilateral 
economic alliances, like the Caribbean 
Common Market, the Latin American 
Economic System (SELA) and variou s 
producers associations. 

Bringing Development Home 

Jamaica and Guyana have stressed 
partnerships with foreign owners in 
major industries to insure that the 
industries plow back a "fa ir return" of 
the profits to the development of the 
host country. 

Last year, when Guyana gained con
tro lli ng interest in the giant Briti sh 
conglomerate, Booker-McConnel I, it 
meant the virtual end of private foreign 
holdings. Prime Minister Forbes Burn
ham described the agreement as a 
"psychological act of independence." 
Booker had produced 43 percent of 
Guyana's GNP (mainly in sugar-related 
prod ucts). Mr. Burnham explained that 
" the majority of our people originally 
came to Guyana as a result of Booker 
.. . some as slaves, others under labor 
contract or to administer services ... " 
Thus, the return of Booker to the people 
of Guyana symbol ized the end of 
economic co lonialism. 

But Ambassador Mills of Jamaica 
believes, " Difficulties are inevitable, 
w hen you propose to change a situa
tion where some individuals have ben
efited greatly and others have been 
deprived." 

Getting Caught with a Su itcase 
The multinat ionals, meanwhi le, 

worry about a repetition of the Cuban 
model of nationa lizi ng business with
out reimbursement, and about bei ng 
driven out of the Caribbean altogether. 
Revere Copper and Brass has closed its 
bauxite operation in Jamaica. Other 
firms are hesitati ng to invest more 
money. " We don't want to get caught 
like the boys in Cuba, where they could 
take out a suitcase and that's it," said a 
f inancia l officer for a large Jamaican
based American firm in a recent news
paper interv iew. 

New levels of partnership seem pos
sible when the aspirations of a country 
have been recognized, as well as the 
interests of the mul ti nationals in a 
steady, if not a steep, rate of profit. 

In spi te of greater revenues from such 
partnerships, the newly independent 
nations of the Caribbean, like most of 
the Th ird World and the developed 
nations, have been faci ng economic 
d isaster. Raging worldwide inflation 
has lowered the price of raw materials, 
a main export for developing countries, 
w hi le prices of imports such as food 
and manufactured goods continue to 
ri se. Thus, for example, Jamaica's 
" bill " for imports in 1975 was $1,021 
mill ion, while its "receipts" for exports 
(mai nly from bauxite, sugar and 
touri sm) were only $699 million . 
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''The newly 
independent 

nations of the 
Caribbean 
have been 

facing economic 
disaster. ' ' 

It is these economic conditions, and 
not arm-twisting from Cuba, according 
to Guyana's Ambassador Jackson, 
which helps to explain why " both 
Guyana and Jamaica would adopt 
some form of socialist organization of 
the economy [as a] strategy for de
velopment and an ethic of distribu
tion." 

We Are Masters in Our House 

Will the U .S. come to a working 
relationship with the newly indepen
dent governments, socialist or not? This 
is the question the Caribbean countries 
are asking, as well as whether the 
multi-nationals will cooperate in their 
development. The crucial issue, they 
say, is " mutual respect" and they await 
a more open attitude on the part of the 
U.S. towards Cuba, as a sign that this 
may be extended to them as well. They 
are also determined to protect their 
hard-won independence, particularly 
from outside interference in their inter
nal affairs. 

Sugar piles up in a warehouse in Barbados. 
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But none of this has been lost on the 
Carter Administration . In his recent 
address to the Caribbean conference, 
Terence Todman said that the 
countries in the Caribbean and Latin 
America " are more sensitive than ever 
to the gap between them and the rich 
nations, and to the unequal distribution 
of world income and technology that 
underlies the so-called north-south de
bate. They have not forgotten our moral 
commitments to try to bridge that 
gap .... 

" We have an opportunity and obliga
tion to cooperate constructively with 
this new hemisphere. We must do so 
without sentimentality but with a sense 
of strong tradition, without paternalism 
but with respect for the sovereignty, 
independence, and dignity of each 
nation to find its own future." • 

Cail Reed is director of the Office of 
Interpretation and Promotion, Division of 
Overseas Ministries, National Counci l of 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 



Every year thousands of persons leave 
the Caribbean to live in England, 

Canada, the U .S. and elsewhere. Ac
cording to the 1975 census fi gures 
there were 1,671,000 Puerto Ricans 
and 743,000 Cubans living in the U.S. 
It is very difficult to obtain fi gures for 
other groups, but it is estimated that the 
number of persons in the U.S. from the 
Dominican Republic, Haiti , and the 
West Indies is in the hundreds of 
thousands or millions. Many who come 
on students' or v isitors' v isas overstay 
their time and become illegal aliens. 

Why would anyone leave a tropica l 
paradi se like Trinidad to come to a 
place like Wisconsin to live? Why leave 
the colorful people, the ca lypso, carni
val and steel band, the idyllic li fe to 
come to a harsher climate and a mad 
" rat-race" which North Americans 
want to escape? 

Most people would rather not leave. 
They would rather not spend the rest of 
their lives as foreigners, or " aliens" as 
we are called in thi s society. So when 
most of us leave it is not because we 
want to. 

Even the poorest emigrants leave 
behind a great dea l w hen they move to 
another country. They leave relatives 
and members of their own family 
behind . To people who have exceed
ingly strong family ti es this is no mean 
sacrifi ce. They leave fr iends acquired 
over many years, and go to live where 
either they know no one, or else the 
c ircle of acquaintance is very limited. 

And what about our children, both 
those whom we bring w ith us and those 
who are born here? They lose some of 
thei r birthright. They must grow up in a 
di fferent society from us, and since 
there are pa rts of our lives we cannot 
share w ith them we grow up strangers 
spiritually. How wi ll my chi ldren un
derstand me, or themselves, if they do 
not wa lk the same roads I wa lked, see 
the same sights I saw, or sing the same 
songs I sang? 

So why does one leave? For the same 
reasons that people have historica lly 
uprooted themselves and thei r fami lies 
to establi sh themselves elsewhere. One 
leaves because one can no longer stay, 
despite the losses. 

Some people leave because they are 
hungry. Economic colonialism sti ll 
drains the wea lth out of the Caribbean 
and pours it into the pockets of those in 
foreign countries who already have too 
much. 

Material goods are certainly a lure. 
Persons who have training and skills 
needed abroad welcome the opportu
nity to make more money. 

But bringing their ski l ls to this coun
try they deprive their homeland . This 
"brain drain" is encouraged by immig
ration policies that discriminate against 
color and race and in favor of skills and 
abilities. U.S. immigration policy for 
the Caribbean largely closes the door to 
all but political refugees (mainly from 
Cuba), to relatives of U.S. citizens, and 
to persons with skil ls that are needed in 
the U.S. This policy rejects those who 
might most benefit~from the U.S.A. and 
accepts those whG can contribute most 
here. l 

So why don' t <!'.:aribbean persons stay 
home and enrich their own countries ? I 
have personally been wrestling with 
that question for some time. The skills 
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"How will 
my children 

understand me, 
or themselves, 

if they do not 
walk the 

same roads 
I walked?" 

and qualifications I have to contribute 
as a pastor could be used in the service 
of the church in Trinidad. I could be 
employed in the service of the church 
which brought me to the faith, 
nourished me in it, and enabled me to 
respond to the call to ministry. And not 
only I, but scores of ministers from the 
Caribbean church who live and serve 
the churches in North America . Nor are 
ministers the only ones; the li st would 
include teachers, nurses, doctors, en
gineers and all kinds of professionals. 

It is not only a matter of money. It is 
not merely the lure of materialism. 
Colonialism cuts much deeper. It is a 
psycho-spiritual force as well. My skin 
may be brown, but inside I am white. 
My education has been white middle
class; my value system has been 
white middle-class; my social expecta
tions are geared to North American 
society. My education and training 
have actually unfitted me for service in 
the Caribbean. I am much happier 
serving an all-white American congre
gation than I ever was in Trinidad or 
Grenada. I have been thoroughly so
cialized white. 

Yet for the most part the U.S. society, 
including the church, is largely una
ware of the Caribbean, especially the 
English-speaking Caribbean . The 
Church, including the United 

[436] New World Outlook • October 1977 

Methodist Church, has paid little atten
tion to the Caribbean community living 
here. 

Mr. Jose Perez, who now carries the 
portfolio for the Caribbean in the 
World Divi sion, says that Caribbean 
Methodists "fa ll in the hiatus or crack 
between the World Division and the 
National Division ." In response to a 
concern of the Methodist Church in the 
Caribbean and the Americas (MCCA) 
for persons who have migrated from the 
Caribbean and are now living in the 
U.S. the World Division is now looking 
into the problem. At one time, accord
ing to Mr. Perez, the MCCA considered 
establishing their own work in New 
York to meet the needs of Caribbean 
persons living there. 

Ministries among Caribbean 
Methodists in the U.S. have come 
mostly from within their own ranks. 
The Rev. Jose de Peralta, pastor of 
Beulah Church in Harlem, says that all 
"colored" churches in Brooklyn, Man
hattan, and The Bronx are strongly 
West Indian (this term is used to 
deS'cribe the English speaking Carib
bean) . Beulah Church began its minis
try to West Indians 63 years ago, and 
has mothered several smaller Wesleyan 
West Indian congregations such as 
Thomas Memorial, John Wesley in The 
Bronx, Ebenezer, Gethsemane, and St. 
John's. 

Beulah and Ebenezer are the two 
oldest West Indian Methodist congrega
tions in New York. They grew in 
response to a need to provide an 
avenue for the expression of West 
Indian Methodism. With a background 
in English Methodism in the Caribbean 
West Indians found it difficult to iden
tify with the Black American church, 
and the white churches they found 
were mostly cold and unfriendly. So a 
separate and independent Methodist 
Church has grown up outside the 
structure of United Methodism. These 
churches have no special outreach 
program to other Caribbean persons 
and most of the new persons who come 
find their own way there. Other de
nominations, such as Presbyterians and 
Episcopalians, have work among 
Caribbean persons in New York, al
though their work is related to the 
national church. 

What about Caribbean persons in 
other parts of the country? There is 
probably even less being done specifi
cally for their needs. Where they are 
able, they identify with established 
churches, black or white. One United 
Methodist pastor who serves a pre-
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dom inantly whi te congregation in Cin
c innati , O hio, recentl y to ld me that he 
had five famil ies from Trinidad in his 
congregation. There are doubtless other 
situations across the country similar to 
hi s. Many, we suspect, just turn away 
from the church altogether. 

Caribbean persons abroad are in a 
specia l position. We are learni ng to 
" sing the Lord' s song in a foreign 
country," but we are sti ll Caribbean 
persons. " What we leave behi nd, we 
take w ith us," according to one of our 
poets. We may be in exi le, but we are 
still a part of the Caribbean, and the 
Caribbean is a part of us. • 

Rev. Cornelius A. Kanhai is pastor of Bristo l 
and We fey Chapel United Methodist 
Churches, Bristo l, Wisconsin . He took part 
in a Caribbean travel-study seminar spon
sored by the Educa tion and Cu lt ivation 
Division of the Board of G loba l Ministries . 

"My skin may be brown, 
but inside I am white. 

My education has been 
white middle class; 

my value system 
has been white 

middle class . II 

How economic colonialism drains wealth out of the Caribbean 

A country's wea lth consists not in its 
gross national product, nor its gold 
reserves. The true wealth is contained 
in its natural resources, land re
sources, and human resources. 

If some foreign country were to come 
here and offer to exploit our natural 
resources because they have the 
technology and the skill s and we 
don't, we would want to th ink about 
it. If they tel I us, " We' 11 pay you $1 a 
pound for that dirt that is just sitting 
there" and then they turn around and 
refi ne that d irt so that they can sell the 
product from each pound of dirt fo r 
$36, we would question the situation. 

Yet this is what industrialized countries 
have done with regard to natu ra l 
resources in the Caribbean. Bauxite 
(a lum inum ore) is a good example. 
When it is mined from the ground in 
Guyana, Surinam, Jamaica, Hai ti and 
the Dominican Republic bauxite is a 
relatively worthless commodity (one 
penny will buy about 10 pounds). 
Seven million tons of bauxite worth 
18 million Briti sh pounds in the 
Caribbean is refined in the US and is 
worth 650 pounds. The 10 pounds of 
ore bought for a penny w ill now yie ld 
$.45 . The value is added where the 
bauxite is refined . 

In add ition, since the companies that 
mine the bauxite come from large 
industria lized countries, they can al so 
fix the price because they control it. 
Between 1938 and 1959 the price of 
Guyanese bauxite, a higher grade 
than U.S. bauxite, remained the same, 
while the price of U.S. bauxite dou
bled . 

W hat is true of bauxite is true in 
d ifferent ways of other resources. 
Petro leum, sugar, land resources are 
exploited for the benefit of large 
countries. New industries that exploit 
cheap labor and tax concessions 
maximize profits for overseas share
ho lders whi le providing small 
amounts of employment and low 
wages fo r their host countries. 

Yet in al l of these, it may be argued, 
some benefits, however small , accrue 
to the host countries. In some cases 
the resources are plundered without 
any returns, and instead the host 
countries pay even more. For example 
industria l ized countries with more 
sophisticated equipment fi sh the w at
ers of the Car ibbean to provide cheap 
pet food in the U.S. while they are 
paying $2 .50 (TT) for a pound of fish 
in Trinidad where it is an important 
source of protein for humans. C.K. 
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"We try to discover how to be 
Caribbean persons where we are. 

We try to discover 
how to be human where we are." 

A PERSONAL ODYSSEY 

My call to the ministry came to me 
very early in my life. The picture is as 
vivid and clear to me today as if it were 
yesterday. My father was teaching an 
older boy, Sonny, and me to read 
Hindi. We were " under" the house 
(most houses in Trinidad are built up on 
high pillars and the unenclosed 
downstairs area is referred to as "under 
the house") around a bare wooden 
table. The Hindi primer was lighted by 
the orange light from a Flambeau (bottle 
torch) . Suddenly my father challenged 
Sonny, "Have you ever thought about 
being a minister?" 

I do not know how Sonny responded, 
because the question seemed directed 
at me. I had never thought about the 
possibility, but now it seemed the 
answer to my whole life. I determined 
at that moment that I was going to be a 
minister. My father, a sadhu (Hindu 
holy man) who was converted to 
Christianity, could have had no idea of 
what was going on that night. 

The prospects of being a Christian 
minister have always filled my life with 
a sense of worth and destiny. I can't 
remember why I lived before that, 
except that I was too young to have a 
purpose and lived existentially. The 
miracle of my life has been that 
considering my person, and my humble 
and impoverished origins, I am a 
minister today. 

But the years of my ministry in 
Trinidad and Grenada were very dif
ficult. When I returned to serve the 
Presbyterian Church in Trinidad after 
study in Canada I was appointed to an 
eight point charge. Yet the physical 
impossibility of the situation was not 
the greatest challenge. The previous 

minister had left after ten months. The 
job of healing and reconciliation was a 
tremendous challenge for a first ap
pointment. 

After two years in Couva my reputa
tion as a reconciler brought me a call to 
another congregation whose minister 
had just left in haste. All the time, 
ministering without a support system 
from brother ministers, the drain upon 
my personal spiritual resources con
tinued, and there was never time to 
replenish . 

In 1965 I accepted an appointment 
to Grenada that saved my sanity and 
probably my life. But even in that 
blissful paradise my problems per
sisted. My years in Grenada were 
probably the most beautiful in my life. 
Ruth and I were married in Grenada, 
and our first (of four) daughter was born 
there. But the personal and professional 
trauma was not abating for me. 

With the sense of call , of mission, of 
destiny, and of commitment to the 
ministry that I felt, why did it turn sour 
for me after five years? One of the 
contributing factors is that my educa
tion rather than qualifying me, disqual
ified me for service in the Caribbean. At 
the academic and intellectual level I 
enjoyed and still enjoy the stimulation 
of working with concepts and exploring 
new ideas. But training in philosophy 
or any discipline which awakens the 
mind is dangerous: it needs to be fed . 
And when there is nothing to feed 
upon, it feed upon the person . 

Along with this, the fact that for mo t 
of my high school and all of my college 
and seminary education I wa in con
stant contact with Canadian and/or 
Canadian ociety had an impact on me. 
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In the absence of any well defined or 
clearly stated " indigenous" goals, I as
simi lated the Canadian culture and 
lifestyle and became a " coolie Cana
dian" as I heard one of our Canadian 
trained ministers described. It is only 
later that idigenous culture became 
acceptable and fashionable. 

So both intellectually and socially I 
had developed needs that could never 
be met in the society I was expected to 
serve. Sure I had something to offer, but 
the process would forever be incom
plete and self-defeating if there were 
not reciprocation and rewards for me. 
Being a Canadian and serving in the 
Caribbean was okay for the true Cana
dian, because he had other reward . 
For the " coolie Canadian" it was 
frustrating and almost fatal. 

The fact is that I have been socialized 
" white" whether I like it or not. I have 
been unfitted for service in the ociety I 
set out to serve by the very process that 
was intended to fit me. My expectation 
from my Caribbean congregations are 
realistic for white middle cla s orth 
American congregations, but unfair and 
personally frustrating in the Caribbean. 
So I came to orth America. 

During my years at the University of 
Wisconsin, where I had come to do a 
graduate program in Journali m, I 
served a rural United Methodi t Charge 
in southwestern Wisconsin. Here I felt 
my call to the pa toral mini try re
newed. After completing four year in 

graduate chool I decided to return to 
the pari sh mini try. 

In D cember 1972 I returned to 
Trinidad with my famil to decid 
whether my mini try lay in Trinidad or 
U.S. I knew then that to r turn would 



UMC churches in the Bronx, New 
York City, trying to serve Caribbean 

persons are Trinity, top, whose 
pastor is a West Indian, and Elton 

Avenue, below, which serves Puerto 
Ricans, Cubans and Dominicans. 

be to repeat the cycle I had gone 
through. So I joi ned the Wisconsin 
Conference of The United Methodist 
Church and accepted an appointment 
to Bristo l and Wesley Chapel where I 
am servi ng with none of the frustrations 
I knew in the Caribbean. 

Am I peculiar? Do other people 
experience the same frustrations? There 
are currently at least as many ministers 
of the Presbyterian Church in Trinidad 
serving North American congregations 
as there are in Trinidad. There are also 
many ministers of the MCCA serving in 
North America and England. The con
dition would include teachers, doctors, 
nurses and other professionals as well. 

On a recent visit to Trinidad one 
minister told me, " On Sunday morn
ings when I am driving to church I often 
wish that I were heading the other 
way." He explained that there was no 
time for preparation and he often 
entered the pulpit without any idea of 
what he was going to preach about. 
Another pastor's wife explained that 
she regretted the day she married a 
minister, not because she did not love 
him, but because she did . 

What do Caribbean persons in the 
U.S. do? We often reflect upon the past 
and the present and feel guilty that we 
are not there struggling with our 
bothers and sisters. It's difficult to admit 
that you don't have what it takes. Our 
minds are full of pictures from the 
islands, and we resolve to go back. But 
we know that we' ll never make it. So 
we try to di scover how we can be 
Caribbean persons where we are. We 
try to di scover how to be human where 
we are. C.K. 
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Methodistn 
in the 

Caribbean 
AN INTERVIEW WITH DONALD HENRY 

M ethodism came to the West Indies 
in 1758, shortly after a white 

plantation owner, Nathaniel Gilbert, 
was converted by John Wesley while 
visiting England with two of his slaves. 
When they returned home to Antigua, 
Gi lbert began preaching to his friends 
and to the slaves who gathered in his 
courtyard . Since then the Methodist 
Church has spread throughout the West 
Indies and Central America, comprising 
eight districts in the Bahamas, Guyana, 
Haiti , Belize/Honduras, Jamaica, Lee
ward Islands, Panama/Costa Rica and 
the South Caribbean. 

When the church became indepen
dent of British Methodism in 1967, the 
Methodist Church of the Caribbean and 
the Americas was formally organized, 
with its headquarters located in Anti
gua. The MCCA's first president was the 
Rev. Dr. Hugh Sherlock, who was also 
once secretary of the World Methodist 
Council. His successor until a few 
months ago, the Rev. Claude L. Cado
gan, is one of the three presidents of the 
Caribbean Conference of Churches, 
and the new head of the CCC's Disas
ter, Emergency, Relief and Welfare 
Program. 

The MCCA's third president, the Rev. 
Donald Henry, is a native son of 

Antigua and a former superintendent of 
Methodist work there. He attended 
Drew Theological Seminary from 
1960-1962. 

This interview, by George M . 
Daniels, director of the Department of 
Interpretive Services of the Board of 
Global Ministries, was conducted dur
ing the eleventh annual conference of 
the MCCA earlier this year in Antigua . 
At the conference the MCCA (on May 
16) adopted a concordat formally agree
ing to enter into closer working rela
tions with the UMC. The UMC ap
proved the concordat last year at its 
General Conference in Portland, Ore. 

DANIELS: The first time we met in 
7972, you talked about innumerable 
socia l and religious problems facing the 
then five-year-o ld Methodist Church of 
the Caribbean and the Americas. Prob
lems of child neglect, illegitimacy, 
unemployment, too many people for 
too few resources and dilapidated 
church buildings. You said that aid for 
·the church in the Caribbean was man
datory if it was going to recover from 
the legacy of colonialism. Now the 
MCCA is 70 yea rs o ld, and you 're its 
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third president. How do you assess the 
situation today? 

HENRY: Actually we are in a position, I 
think, to maintain ourselves. Yet many 
of our members believe we cannot 
make any considerable advance be
cause of the sort of advance we want to 
make. If we want to make the sort of 
progress that involves massive build
ings and expensive devices and 
machinery and so on, yes, we are not 
able to finance that. At least we haven't 
discovered a way to do it. 

Is that the type of advance you want to 
make? 

No, it's not the type we need to make. If 
you ask me what type of advance we 
need to make, it would be difficult for 
me to say exactly. Especially because 
I'm sort of feeling my way for a West 
Indian church that can develop in a 
West Indian setti ng, by West Indian 
strength. That's really what I have in 
mind . In every church in which I have 
worked, I have said right at the begin
ning that we are going to run this 
church, and we are not going to get any 
money from anybody. Not even from a 
brother church. 



Don 't you feel thal one church has 
r pon ibil11y lo another church? 

h, y . I an ee that a brother hurch 
ha a r pon ibility, and we have done 
th t. It' JU t that I have felt, in the 
pla wh re I erved, that we were 
abl to rry our elves. It i con eiv
abl that I might have gone to a plac 
wh r I didn' t think so, and th n, 
p rhap , I wouldn' t have said that. But 
the qu tion of a brother chur h h lp
ing, w 11 , I think we in the We t lnd ie 
need to do that more than we are 
doing. I think we have the idea in our 
mind that we are a church in need and, 
th r fore, we are not looking around 
int n ly nough to ee how we can be 
a chur h that i not in need, and how 
w an help ourselve more. 

Do you believe overseas churches feel 
the ame way, that yours is a church in 
ne d ? 

Ye , I think they do. I think they' re 
looking to help us, but (and this i my 
own view), I don' t think that necessarily 
i a good thing. 

Why i that? 

To remain friends we shouldn' t in any 
way feel that we are being pressed to 
organize our elve in a particular fash 
ion. ome of my brethren say that if we 
don' t have a concordat, then the pres
ent ways of getting money from the 
UMC will continue in a disorganized 
fashion . 

What do you mean when you say " We 
ought to look more towards laking care 
of our elves" ? 

We live in a West Indies that has 
become an area where the church is 
regarded by many people as a spiri tual , 
religiou upermarket. Everyone is 
selling their wares. It is marking the 
newer, younger churches especially, 
and ome of us are unaccustomed to 
that notion. So we really are having 
competition. I regard our constituency 
a the people called Methodists, or 
tho e who call themselves so. But many 
of them, the majority of them, are not 
members of our church . They are not in 
the church, they are outside. Tho e are 
the people for whom we must have 
concern . I would say that we should be 
making attempts not merely to pre erve 
what we are, but to minister to that 
con tituency. 

How large is that constituency? Some 
ay the e non-members who identify 

with MCCA number around 300,000 . 

"We live in an area where the Church 
has become regarded b~ man~ people 
as a spiritual, religious supermarket." 

All the figures that we have are guesses, 
but it may be a bit more. 

How many ministers do you have? 

Oh, boy, you really have dropped me 
there. I would say about 70. 

Ordained ministers in the MCCA? 

Yes. 

But you have over 600 churches-so 
many for so few ministers . 

Well , you see, across the Caribbean, on 
average, we have six or more churches 
for every Methodist minister. We have 
some islands where we have just one 
church and one minister, and others as 
here in Antigua, where we have 10 
churches and only two ministers. Our 
ministers cover an awful lot of road . 

Obviously you have a shortage of 
ministers . Are more young people be
coming interested in the ministry? 

I think they are. For example, we have 
about 17 or so Methodist students in 
seminary now. Three or four, maybe 
five, will graduate each year. The 
shortage of ministers is not absolute; 
our problem is the brain drain to 
America. 

What about some of your other prob
lems? 

One of our major problems is our 
inability to engage the more academi
cally equipped in our community in the 
life of the church . When we do get one 
or two of them who are very academi
ca lly accomplished, the temptation for 
them to take over the church is very 
great. They can take over the church 
because they are superior to so many, 
including, at times, the minister. This 
temptation for them to possess the 
church is considerable, and therefore 
you don't get sharing across the board . 
It's our inability to re-engage young 
people who have been to the university 
and come back into the life of the 
church. 

You 've made some strong statements 
against the concordat that our two 
churches have agreed to sign as a 
prelude to increased cooperation . You 
said there is no need to legalize a 
friendship . 

The (Leeward Islands) District said that. 
But we also have the imbalance in the 
exchange of delegates; you send two 
delegates to our annual conference and 
we can send only two to yours once 
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every four years. Frankly, on the whole, 
I don 't think the representation in 
conference, either yours or ou rs, is 
going to be effective in achieving 
anything in itself. But it is significant 
that we have it. 

Symbol ically? 

Yes. 

What about the imba lance in represen
tation? Some say that the MCCA would 
be better off with representation on the 
Board of Global Ministries, where 
policies affecting MCCA will be con
sidered, and from which monies will be 
allocated to assist programs of your 
church. 

To my mind that would be worse 
because that would mean we are 
c lear ly a lesser church. Moreover, it 
wou ld make our objective even more 
obvious. You see, there is a certain 
spontaneity between friends, but as 
soon as you have a formal arrangement 
large ly in order that the money ar
rangement can be organized and 
perhaps encouraged, that is where I feel 
that the forma lizing is dangerous. 

Funds for the MCCA now come from 
many different UMC sources, through 
many different channels. Is that divi
sive? 

Yes, but I'm really not persuaded that 
it's going to stop. And, in any event, I 
think that having the concordat will 
make the opportunity so much greater. 
So many more persons are going to 
fee l, " Now there's a concordat, we 
don't have to l imit ourselves." 

Let's make sure I understand what 
you 're saying. UMC funds go to MCCA 
projects in many different ways . Some 
funds go directly to some of your 
districts without going through the 
MCCA headquarters here in Antigua . 
These funds, you say, coming to you 
the way that they do, from national 
UMC agencies, annual conferences 
and individuals, in so many ways, are 
divisive? Then I assume you want this 
process of funding centralized on both 
ends? 

Yes. This is what the concordat, in a 
way, is supposed to achieve. Some of 
our own ministers, however, even 
some of our district chairman who have 
established links with the UMC, don' t 
want it centralized. They' re for the 
concordat, but they don't feel that 
should necessarily mean that they can
not continue to tap whatever source 
they can on their own. But that's an 
argument that's going to continue for a 
while. 

Who will prevail eventually? 

The Conference is going to prevail , as 
far as we are concerned . 

But you haven ' t really faced that issue 
yet, have you? 

No, we haven' t , and personally I think 
we're going to hesitate to come down 
on it for the very simple reason that we 
have no reason to believe that agencies 
(institutions) within the UMC will be 
governed by it, whatever it says. In fact, 
a UMC minister has told me that he 
does not believe there is any way of 
stopping an annual conference from 
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donating (directly), aiding, helping 
where it will. 

Another concern you once mentioned 
to me was the lack of attention being 
given West Indian Methodists who 
move to the U.S. but don ' t join 
Methodist churches . 

I never got the impression that either 
we or you had any programs for them. 
We're talking a lot about our meeting at 
conference levels, but we're really not 
concerned about those people. Most of 
all, people who go to the States have no 
interest in the United Methodist 
Church . 

Can both of our churches work on this 
together? 

Yes, I believe we can . 

One of your ministers has voiced 
concern about the co-existence, and 
even rivalry of Methodist churches in 
such areas as Panama and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. 

I think he was wrong as regards 
Panama. I never got the impression of 
any rivalry there. The one in St. Croix 
wasn't really rivalry, either. But when 
that church was set down there, that 
was a moral , spiritual and theological 
mistake on your part because it was set 
down there for white people, and 
mainly for white privileged executives. 

We're always hearing about discover
ing, or establishing, a West Indian 
identity, part of which seems to be a 
growing reluctance to link the Carib
bean region with Latin America . 

It's one of those things that belong to 
the Caribbean. Some people are very 
worried about it, but I'm not self
consciously concerned about that. 
What I am concerned about is the 
possibility that we just become a pale 
copy of the United States. 

That gives you real concern? 

Yes, it does. 

Do you also fear that you' ll become a 
copy of the British Methodist Church? 

We're just so, and this is exactly what I 
felt in 1967 when we (the MCCA) 
became a Conference. I said, 'At last, 
we' re going to be a people, on our 
own.' And now, even now, with cordial 
relationships with many leading 
Methodists in England, they cannot say 
that I have not been at pains to push 
their hands out, to prohibit them from 
being involved in our discussions about 
who shall be the owners of our prop
erty. 
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So where does the MCCA go from here; 
w hat are the priorities? 

What I've said earlier is very much on 
my minds, that we need to mobi lize our 
members. We have a few people w ho 
are a zea lous working team, but we 
have a vast potential within our mem
bership who are just not engaged in the 
life of the church at all. W e are aware 
of it, and we know them well. 

The UMC has several American mis
sionaries working in the Caribbean . 
What is your attitude regarding them, or 
others w ho may wa nt to serve in this 
part o f the world? 

I don' t have any objections to Ameri
can mi ss ionaries coming. I don' t think 
there should be many, just as I don' t 
feel we should have many Briti sh 

mi ss ionaries. I am glad to have some, a 
few, not many. Th is may be unreason
able, but I have a kind of fee l ing that in 
v iew of what I've been to ld many times 
(and thi s may not be true), there is an 
over-suppl y of w hi te American minis
ters and a shortage of black American 
mini sters. 

You feel we may send more white 
miss ionaries out here? 

They may come, they may offer to 
come to the W est Indies. 

Is there a preference? 

There is a preference, I would say, for 
black mi ss ionaries. 

You rea lize, of course, that we don 't 
have more than a few, a handful of 
black miss ionaries in our church. 

The varied character of the MCCA is 
shown by this book store in Antigua 
(opposite page), this woman minister 
serving a rural church in Jamaica 
(left), and the home of British planter 
Nathaniel Gilbert, the church's 
founder (below). 

That's exactly the point, and that is why 
I feel we are likely to get white 
ministers rather than black, and why 
we are likely to lose more of our 
ministers. 

I don 't understand. Do you mean that 
the influx of white ministers would tend 
to drive, or persuade more of your own 
ministers to go to the U.S.? 

I mean we would have a regular brain 
drain. No question, no doubt. 

What about an exchange of ministers 
for a specified period of time, say three 
yea rs? Is that workable? 

I don't have any objections to sharing. 
None whatever. • 
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THE 
CARIBBEAN 

CONFERENCE 
OF CHURCHES 

INTERVIEW 
WITH 
ROY 

NEE HALL 

Or. Neehall, what are your duties as 
general secreta ry of the Caribbean 
Conference of Churches? 

When I was invited to be the first 
genera l secretary of the new Caribbean 
Conference of Churches in late 1973, I 
was told that there was no job descrip
tion. It's just as well. One of my 
responsibilities has been to write that 
job description by doing the job. 

The CCC has three objectives. First of 
all , we are committed to Christian unity 
across the Caribbean- not just for the 
sake of a stronger Chri stian church, but 
for the development of Caribbean re
gional ism, for our people to discover 
that oneness that seems so elusive. 

Secondly, we are committed to the 
renewal of the Church. Thi s doesn ' t 
mean just knowing ou r Bibles better or 
going to church more often. What we 
are concerned about is renewa l in 
relation to the new historica l events 
influencing the Caribbean. 

Thirdly, we're committed to the de
velopment of Caribbean people, to 
contributing in some measure, small or 
large, to the socia l and economic 
development of indiv iduals and com
munities. 

One of our CCC agencies is CADEC, 
Christian Action for Development of 
the Caribbean. The second is ARC, 
Action for Renewa l of the Churches. A 
staff of about 11 2 people, men and 
women, some older but mainly 
younger people, carry out the work in 
seven program centers-Jamaica, 
Trinidad, Barbados, Antigua, Guyana, 
Curacao and St. Vincent. The CCC 
touches about 27 countries, territories 
and islands of the Caribbean in all. 

To conclude, my job is to deal with 
the public and with our member 
churches, with the 5,000 or so congre
gations that belong to our member 
churches, and with the 2,000 or so 
priests and nuns, mini sters and dea
conesses. 

To coordinate the work entail s travel 
ling all the time. Sometimes I arrive 
home in Trinidad for a night and I leave 
the next morning. We've got to beat 
thi s geographical separation in some 
way. It' s costly. But if we reall y believe 
in unity, then we've got to make the 
sacr ifice. 

There are some w ho feel that the 
church should be concerned on ly with 
the spiritual and mora l needs of its 
members. You oppose this opinion. 
Why? 

Biblical teaching makes no hard and 
fast divi sion of man between soul , 
mind, spirit and body. The sa lvation of 
man is the purpose of Chri st's ministry. 
Salvation involves freeing man from 
internal oppression, what we com
monly ca ll sin . It also means freeing 
man from external oppression. " For 
God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son." lfwe believe in 
the incarnat ion, that God became man, 
then our concern for human need is 
proper to the mission that we' re en
gaged in . 

The CCC publishes its own monthly 
newspaper, Contact, as a means of 
educating and informing the Caribbean 
people. What feedback have you re
ceived regarding the controversia l is
sues Contact has raised ? 

Controversy has never really bothered 
us. The churches in the CCC took a 
conscious posi tion to establish a 
monthl y issue-oriented paper, not a 
paper to give church news. We analyze 
iss ues from the perspective of 
economics, politics and socio logy, but 
also from the perspective of Christian 
faith. 

Contact does take a stance. Contact 
stands for the unity of the Caribbean, 
stands against oppression and the viola
tion of human rights. Contact sprang 
out of the churches' commitment to 
social justice, and tries to give a voice 
to the poorest of the poor, to the least 
privileged. 

Contact is trying to point the way to a 
deeper awareness of issues and forces 
shaping the Caribbean. Some of those 
forces are welcome, for instance, the 
movement toward greater political and 
economic independence. Some forces 
are not welcome, for instance, the 
tremendous power of the multinational 
corporations, which can play one is
land against another. When they don' t 
get the conditions for maximization of 
profits they want in one island, they can 
go to another island. Contact hates 
foreign interference in the control of 
our own resources. 

Contact has sold in large 
quantities-21,000 copies every month 
in one country where the people fee l 
they are not getting from the media a 
firm expression of opinion about issues 
that concern Caribbean people. 

I know you are very concerned about 
the feeling of hopelessness of youth in 
the Caribbean. What type of programs 
would you advocate to help? 



Our own CCC youth program is linking 
up with other youth organizations to 
research the situation as far as unem
ployment is concerned among youth . 
Unemployment is leading to terrible 
frustrations and the frustrations some
times lead to irresponsible actions. It is 
important to give priority to projects in 
which young people develop a mea
sure of self-reliance-projects in fish
ing, agriculture or small industry. 

In many of our projects we are trying 
to make up for the deficiencies in our 
educational system, a system imported 
lock, stock and barrel from a culture 
different from ours. The educational 
content and structure are making our 
young people strangers in their own 
backyard. A young man or woman who 
has land for farming may go through 
school and come out knowing abso
lutely nothing about agriculture. I'm 
not suggesting that everybody must go 
into agriculture, but I believe agricul
ture will remain the basis upon which 
we can build our economy. 

The CCC has a large scholarship 
program that will help young people 
acquire the vocational skills they don't 
have now, and we support oppor
tunities for young people to participate 
with experienced people in projects. 

Finall y, do you feel the Caribbean 
Conference of Churches has served to 
draw the various denominations 
closer? 

First, the competition and obstacles 
that existed in the past were already 
starting to disappear and so the confer
ence is in a way a result of that new 
trend of ecumenical cooperation and 
unity. But the CCC has also promoted 
to a very large extent the common 
action that would lead to greater trust, 
common purpose and pooling of re
sources. Having come out of a new era 
in church relations,_we have advanced 
that era to the point where many of our 
churches carry on programs entirely on 
an ecumenical basis that they used to 
do denominationally. 

But in spite of all the common action , 
we must get to the heart of the problem. 
We must begin talking now about three 
things-a common mini stry, a common 
liturgy or worship, and a common 
sacrament of the Lord's supper or 
Euchari st. Maybe the Caribbean people 
will arrive at thi s point before the rest of 
the world . Let's hope that we can do it 
in such a way that we don' t create 
greater division and exclude some of 
the people who don't wish this. • 

"We are 
committed 
to the renewal 
of the Church. 
This doesn't 
just mean 
knowing our 
Bible better or 
going to church 
more oflen." 

This article is adapted from an interview on 
the radio program, Let' s Talk, in Antigua. 
The interviewer was Cole tte Ph illips. 
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Early in January, the te lephone rang 
and Bishop Frederick Wertz said, 

" Would you be willing to represent the 
United Methodist Church on a National 
Council team of four to visit Cuba and 
reopen relationships with the churches 
there?" My first reaction was one of 
shock, appreciation and fea r, but my 
reply was, " I' ll check this with the 
conference staff and cabinet and let 
you know. " 

I arrived in Mexico City March 1st, 
where we had an opportunity to build a 
sense of community in our team, define 
our issues, receive briefi ngs on our 
itineration and secure our visas for the 
trip to Cuba. For two weeks, March 

3-15, 1977, I l ived in a Marxist soc iali st 
society and came to know some of its 
people and their hopes and concern s. I 
share here some of the impress ions I 
received after conversations with nu
merous members of the Christian 
commun ity in Cuba and particularl y 
the Methodist fami l ies. These brief 
snapshots are personal reflect ions as I 
experienced them. 

The first Sunday I wa lked into the 
Methodist church schoo l before the 
worship. A woman greeted me and 
indicated that her husband was the 
teacher of the adult class. He had been 
a prominent leader in the Church and 
has been a vita l pa rt of its I ife fo r over 

40 yea rs. He shared a vibrant fa ith that 
reflected a sense of hope and con fi
dence in God as revea led in Jesus 
Christ. They expressed pride in their 
church and its faci l ity. Both of them 
reflected a need for the church in 
soc iety. For them a belief in God was 
essential , and the proclamation of the 
Good News was crucial. They see the 
church as struggling to find its place in 
the new government of Cuba, and, 
while they reflect a desire for the 
traditional Protestant services and out
reach, they nevertheless acknowledge 
the need for someth ing different. Chris
tian joy was shared, Christian presence 
was real , mi ssion struggle evident. 

A Visit to the 
Church in Cuba 

Jesse R. DeWitt 



oung man in hi mid-tw ntie 
introdu ed to me as m int rpr t r for 
th da ; h be am a fri nd and a r al 
int rpr t r of the struggle confronting 
th hur h. e shared e peri n 
tog th r on arious o ca ions during 
th trip. H wa a college graduat , a 
prof or in the universit , and a on
f ing hristian. He indi at d that 
prior to the revolution, hi family had 

n tr m I poor and hi mother 
had n er worn a pair of shoe . He aid 
that h felt a ense of fre dom in th 
a ad mi ommunit and that he had 

i ed an pre ure or ridicul 
b au h is an acti e memb r of the 
Methodi t hurch or part of the Chri -
tian ommunit . He articulat d ome of 
th harp differences that e i t in th 

hristian ommunity today. It was hi 
impr ion that many of the older 
hur h memb r cannot, or have not, 

ac pt d the fact that they are living 
und r a new government and thing 
will n r be the same again . 

For the ounger people, the accep
tan e of a Mar i t ocialist economic 
and political system doe not impo ea 
problem for them as to whether or not 
th an be Christians. This was 
graphi ally reflected in a harp 
dialogue b tween an older woman and 
th young adult during a conversation . 
It wa her onviction that her daughter 
had b n expelled from the University 
b au e of her Christian witness. The 
tudent , Methodist Christian leaders in 

the Youth Fellowship, said that wa not 
true. They claimed that their Chri tian 
witne i po sible and o was her 
daughter' s, but she had not abided by 
the rule and wa expelled for that 
rea on and not becau e he wa a 
Chri tian. 

itizens over 30 years of age reflect a 
en e of fear and uncertainty about a 

Chri tian being a participant and su p
porter of a Marxi t socialism. The 
outh, on the other hand, define the 

Communi t Party as an ideology and 
affirm that the could not be Christians 
and Communi t. However, they see no 
problem in being a Christian in a 
Mar i t ociali tic system. The harp 
di tinction that they make between an 
economic/political system and an 
ideolog (communism) is difficu It for 
ome of the Methodi t folks I talked 

with . The , like many of u , tend to 
equate Marxi t socialism and Commu
ni ma one and the same. Many of the 
Cuban do not. This is a harp dif
ference and a significant point for 
under tanding. 

There eems to be a difference of 

opinion and a la k of clarity on the part 
of the clergy a th y face thi issue in 
their churche . They see th Church as 
limited in it influ n e, mall in 
number, but vital and alive. They 
e press gratitude for the sacrificial 
giving and self support of their ministry 
in Cuba. Nevertheless, they feel the loss 
in the ability of th hurch to have 
outreach m1n1strie generally as-
ociated with the Church . Hospitals, 

day care centers, s condary schools, 
community centers and similar minis
tries are not options for the Church . The 
Church is challenged to interpret the 
faith , train the Christian community 
and strengthen the Christian commu
nity through word , order and sacra
ment. There is a strong evangelical 
presence in the ministry and the pastors 
and Chri tian workers are deeply 
commi tted but omewhat uncertain 
about the future direction of the Church 
in Cuba. 

In conversation the clergy sha red 
the loss they feel because of the 
embargo of the United States against 
Cuba. The limitation upon travel iso
lated them from the continuing educa
tional opportunities previously open to 
them as they returned to seminaries in 
the States. This cutting off has been a 
real source of concern and they are 
eager for open relationships and re
newed associations. 

An interesting di scussion centered 
around whether the church community 
might organize " brigades" and work 
with the " national brigades" in housing 
construction, school construction and 
other projects. At this time, such par
ticipation is on a purely personal basis. 

Over and over again in conversa
tions, the fear and lone Ii ness that 
comes from separation and isolation 
was expressed. Relatives in Cuba feel 
cut off from relatives in the United 
States. Restricted travel and lack of 
communication raise the anxiety level 
in the life of parents and loved ones. 
Conversations always expressed con
cern for sons and daughters, nieces and 
nephews, or brothers and sisters who 
had left Cuba. Some indicated that they 
were eagerly awaiting the day travel 
would be open and families reunited . 

inety miles is a long, long way when 
communication and contact are impos
sible. 

One woman expressed her resent
ment toward the Castro regime in a 
personal way. She said that she would 
be willing to give up many of the social 
gains and goals, like good housing, 
hospitals and socia l security, for the 

freedom to travel. She indicated that it 
would be better for those who had 
means to be free to travel outside Cuba 
than to s ek to satisfy more social needs 
for all the people. 

One young mother said she was 
extremely grateful for the opportunities 
open to her family . She said that she 
and her husband were employed and 
both encouraged and able to attend the 
University at the same time their family 
is growing up. She applauded the day 
care facilities offered for her children 
and reflected on the personal care, 
health protection and learning experi
ences provided for the children of 
working families . (In my visits to these 
agencies, I was also impressed by the 
loving, personal concern reflected in 
these institutions and agencies.) She 
said that their times together were 
beautiful experiences and she was 
grateful for the struggle to provide a 
more just and equitable distribution of 
the economic resources among the 
people. Both the husband and the wife 
are active in the young adult Christian 
community and reflect a deep personal 
experience of Jesus Christ and a sense 
of international responsibi I ity. 

A minister's spouse affirmed these 
values too, but expressed concern that 
the minister's family could not receive 
day care services unless both were 
employed outside of the Church. 
Clergy are not classified as workers in 
the Cuban society and therefore are not 
eligible for day care or social security. 
This means that the church leadership 
is treated differently than teachers, 
doctors, lawyers and other profession
als. The minister's children do, how-

ver, receive the same opportunities for 
educational experiences, share in the 
student brigades and participate in 
every way any other children do in the 
I ife of the nation. 

There is a deep respect for people 
among the Cubans. Even though they 
express concern about our government, 
respect for United States citizens is 
shown on every hand. There is a sense 
of joy as you travel among the people 
and a sense of history. They revea l a 
socialization process that expresses a 
commitment to and a belief in the 
future. These people are eager to visit, 
open to share, fearless in their Christian 
faith and struggling to have a part in the 
new society. • 

Bishop Jesse R. DeWitt is head of the 
Wiscon sin Area of The United Methodist 
Church and president of the National 
Division of BOGM. 

New World Outlook • October 1977 (447] 29 



CHRISTIANS 
ENCOUNTER 
SOCIALISM 

A Cuban 
Perspective 

Uxmal Livia Diaz 

These workers on a construction site near Havana are without the array of machinery 
common to such work in industrialized countries. Students (opposite page) spend half 
days in school and the other half working on a cooperative farm. 
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The Caribbean scene presents dif
ferent sociali st trends. Cuba follows 

the Marxist-Leninist line. Guyana is 
trying to establish a cooperative so
cialist republic, and Jamaica defines its 
politics as democratic socialism . 
Groups in Puerto Rico, Grenada, 
Trinidad and Tobago and elsewhere 
pressure for " socialism now!" 

The Christian response to the chal
lenge of socialism has been varied, but 
signs of a creative response have 
emerged . For example, the Caribbean 
Conference of Churches in the pream
ble to its constitution in 1973 stated as 
part of its objectives that "We are 
deeply concerned to promote the 
human liberation of our people, and 
are committed to the achievement of 
social justice and the dignity of man in 
our society." This, even if only rhetoric, 
is a big step forward in the life of the 
Church. 

A joint letter from the Roman 
Catholic bishops of the Antilles entitled 
" Justice and Peace in the New Carib
bean," analyzes the political role of the 
Church and the duty of Christians to 
participate actively in political move
ments. Although it rejects atheism, 
class struggle and the suppression of 
private property which might take 
place under socialism, the document 
states: "As a set of basic aspirations, 
such as seeking for a more just society 
or greater independence and equality, 
there is nothing wrong with socialism at 
all. On the contrary, such aspirations 
are profoundly Christian and should be 
supported by any one claiming to be a 
follower of Christ." 

We might speak of different stages of 
Christian response to socialism in re
cent years. The first stage reflects 
theological and political unprepared
ness and the desire to maintain the 
status quo. On many occasions the first 
clashes between any socialist revolu
tionary movement and the Church is on 
the question of property (schools, hos
pitals, orphanages, hotels, etc.) or 
privileges enjoyed by the Church being 
abruptly interrupted. This is lamentable 
since the Church stands as defender of 
spiritual things and this is a very 
material quarrel. 

Furthermore, although the Church 
has made a great contribution in educa
tion, health and the well being of 
people, we cannot close our eyes to the 
reality that many of these enterprises 
started to serve the poor I ittle by I ittle 
were converted into institutions for the 
privileged . 

In this first stage there is also an 
irrational fear of " communism" and the 



notion that it is impossible to live a 
Christian life in such a society. Apart 
from its theological unsoundness, this 
concept speaks very unfavorably for 
our faith and our God. The Church in 
this period develops a si lent martyr 
complex and prefers to be called " the 
underground Church. " 

The second stage offers a vision of 
" opening" inasmuch as the Church 
realizes that the socialist phenomenon 
is not something passing but of perma
nent character. By trying to destroy it, 
the Church comes to represent what is 
reactionary. Many Christians become 
alienated from the Church as an institu
tion because they see their liberation in 
the socio-po litical process. 

Frustration leads to study, probably 
for the first time, of Marxism . Study 
shows that the lion is not so fierce as 
depicted and that furthermore, Marx
ism can teach many good things as a 
tool of social ana lysis, notwithstanding 
its cri tique of the historical role of the 
Church. 

This " opening" invites a new reading 
of the Bible as a " manifesto of libera
tion. " No Christian can ignore the 
revolutionary content of the Bible. 
From Exodus to the celebration of the 
Eucharist, there is joyous participation 
in the liberating plan of God with 
regard to his people. 

This is the moment for dialogue with 
the forces moving to forge the new 
society, not for mere convenience or 
the necessity to survive, but for com
prehension that God is acting to bring 
national I iberation, social justice and 

human dignity, with " dirty hands" if 
necessary (Isaiah 45: 1 ). 

Finally comes the stage of active 
participation in construction of the new 
society and the new man, which is not 
alien to the proclamation of the Church 
but is a matter in which God is also 
interested . We know that Jesus did not 
give up his life for the Church but for 
the world. Thi s is the time of redefini
tion of our mission and re-encounter 
with the Gospel of justice and recon
ciliation. 

Though God is not the priority irt a 
socialist society, this does not mean 
there is hosti lity against the Church. 
The Cuban Communist Party platform, 
for example, disavows " anti-religious 
campaigns or coercive or administra
tive measures against religion" and 
rejects "any form of segregating believ
ers." The Party ca lls for participation by 
all people to build the socia list society 
for the good of all and to struggle 
against exp loitation, foreign domina
tion, elitism, hunger, illiteracy, misery, 
unemployment, injustice and social 
inequalities. Christians can without 
qualms participate in the humanization 
of society. 

A document of the Cuban Catholic 
bishops says: " We have to approach 
the atheist ic man with all the respect 
and fraternal charity which the human 
person deserves by the mere fact of 
being human. We should not exclude 
his honesty in taking a position which 
can be very sincere, nor should we 
avoid collaboration in the practica l 
order of our daily lives. For example, in 

"Christians can 
without qualms 
participate in the 
humanization 
of society." 

the undertaking of development ... 
there is an enormous area for common 
achievement among all people of good 
will , be they atheists or bel ievers." 

Cuban history, in which the Church 
confronted socia li sm vio lently, to its 
own detriment, shows that we Chris
tians sha ll earn our right to be heard as 
long as we commit ourselves to the 
struggle of national liberation, socia l 
justice and the dignity of man . • 

Mr. Diaz, a Cuban Baptist minister, is a 
consultant for Christian Action for De
velopment in the Caribbean (CADECJ. 
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In 1898, after the Spanish American 
War, Spain ceded Puerto Rico to the 

United States. At that time there were 
no Spanish-speaking Protestant 
churches on the island, only an 
English-speaking Anglican congrega
tion . 

At the beginning of the century, 
Protestant denominations came to the 
island. As Puerto Rico was U.S. " prop
erty" , North American missionaries 
had the opportunity to open many 
doors. The spreading of the new Protes
tant faith among Catholics was fast. 

The historic Protestant denomina
tions made an agreement whereby 
Methodists worked in the south and 
central north and on the two small 
islands of Vieques and Culebra. Cities 
like San Juan were open to all denomi
nations. 

The first Methodist missionary (1900) 
was the Rev. Charles W. Drees sent by 
the Domestic Miss ion Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church . Mr. Drees 
began his work by organizing two 
congregations in Old San Juan, the 
Engli sh-speaking San Juan First 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and the 
Iglesia La Santfsima Trinidad (Holy 
Trinity Church), a Puerto Rican congre
gation. I am currentl y pastor of the 
latter. 
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At present there are about 10,000 
United Methodists in 59 pastoral 
charges served almost entirely by 
Puerto Rican pastors. Most of the 
pastors are graduates of the Puerto 
Rican Evangelical Seminary, which is 
jointly operated by Baptists, Presbyteri
ans, the United Evangelical Church, 
the Disciples of Christ, Mennonites, 
Methodists and others. 

Although some of our churches are 
located in middle-class suburbs, most 
of our churches (like most of the three 
million Puerto Ricans) are poor. 

The Puerto Rico Conference has 
been assisted financially and with per
sonnel by the general church, through 
the National Division of the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries. 
The Conference is under the jurisd ic
tion of Bishop James J. Ault of the 
Philadelphia area. The Rev. Gildo San
chez, a Puerto Rican, is Conference 
Superintendent. 

With the exception of an English
speaking church in St. Croi x (U.S. 
Virgin Islands) under the Puerto Rican 
Conference, all the churches are 
Spanish-speaking. 

We Methodists have been and still 
are evangelical in our faith , with a 
strong tendency toward Pentecos
tal ism . 



The choir from the Puerto Rico Evangelical Seminary (above) performs in New York. Participants at Bishop Corson Center in Villa 
Palmeras (opposite page). The author in his study (below). 

The Methodist Church . has re
sponded to the needs of people in 
different ways, for example a clinic, 
experimental farm and community 
center at Vieques. Bishop Corson 
Center is a project of social action in 
Vi lla Palmeras, one of the neediest 
areas . of Santurce with high rates of 
alcoholism, drug addiction and other 
social problems. The Rev. Ram6n Dfaz 
Santiago is director. Many churches 
have developed day care centers and 
elementary schools. 

The San Juan mission project under 
the direction of the Rev. Francisco 
Franceschi, has a drug prevention pro
gram, wh ich recently received a 
$100,000 federal grant. It wi 11 halt 
placement of juvenile offenders in 
institutions si nee there is evidence that 
the institutions produce the precise 
behavior they were intended to pre
vent. 

Within a church that tends to emo
tional religion, a group of members 
want to take seriously the social impli
cations of the Gospel . • 

Mr. Freytes is a Puerto Rican United 
Methodist minister. 

""""'----- _,. 
Four Puerto Rican students will spend a 

year studying and working in the conti
nental United States as the result of a 
cooperative effort by three United 
Methodi st conferences, two major boards 
and two interdenominational seminaries. 

Principal architect of the scheme to 
provide pastoral leadership for Spanish
speaking congregations in the U.S. was 
Bishop James M . Ault, episcopa l leader of 
the church 's Philadelphia Area, which 
includes the Puerto Rico Annual Confer-
ence. 

Three Hispanic men and one woman 
will enroll in Union Theological Seminary 
in New York City in the fall. Three of the 
students will serve churches in New York 
City while one will serve in Eastern 
Pennsy lvania. 

" "We Methodists 
ha'Oe been 
and still are 
e'Oangelical 
in our faith." 
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The Domini an Republi i a land of 
beauty. The contour of the moun

tain , the blue-green sea, the graceful 
way of the palm trees, the fruit and 

vegetables on roadside stand , the soft 
poken word of a doctor, the mile of a 

child who e tomach protrudes from 
malnutrition, and the pride of men who 
labor in the torrid heat to build 
roads-beauty is found on many levels 
of life here. It i especially in abundance 
in the live of Christian social service 
workers, including such persons as 
Rev. Juan Joe Felix, Mr. Felippe Mar
tinez, and Mr. Rafael Soto of the 
Dominican Churches Social Service 
agency. 

With them I rode more than 700 
mile up the mountains and into the 
valley over roads at time so full of ruts 
and in so much need of repair that I'm 
ure the ride wasn't any better than 

when our journey took us over miles of 
dirt road beds. 

Little children waited each day in 
nutrition center for the time they 
would be given their one meal for the 
day. Some had the distended stomachs 
which indicate malnourishment and 
worms, other had the reddi h brown 
hair of Kwashiorkor, caused by im
proper diet. 

Children under seven years of age 
were eligible to come to the centers 
and if they cou Id afford to pay are 
charged one cent, but no child is 
refused . The women of the village 
cooked a meal over a charcoal fire in 
large, black iron kettles, stirring with a 
long wooden paddle. The meal looked 
to me like a huge portion of cooked 
cereal. Each child received its 
portion-to be eaten without milk-but 
not before two of the women had 
washed and dried the hands of each 
chi ld . 

At one center the children were 
eating inside a thatched roof hut, and 
urrounding the hut, looking in, were 

those pa t the age of seven, who were 
not included. I shall always see the 
young boy feeding a younger brother, 
who wa sitti ng on his lap, from his 
plate and then he filled his soup spoon 
a full as he possibly could and reached 
it out to another who stood outside. The 
child on the outside reached out both 
hands to receive the food and im
mediately put it to his mouth. 

In another village we visited a "we ll 
baby clinic," where we found a local 
pa tor with a woman assi ting in weigh
ing children on a flat bathroom sca le. 
Each child 's weight was recorded and 
the mother received an allocation of 
oybean or oatmeal according to the 

child 's need. The clinic also di pensed 
vitamins to expectant mothers. At the 
ame time, mothers were being taught 

how to make better use of fruits and 
vegetables which can be grown locally. 

Water is even more es ential than 
food, but there are not sufficient funds 
to drill well . Windmills are more 
practical than pumps because the is
land has a shortage of electrica l power. 

We passed through an area where 
farmers had planted peanuts for the 
past six years but had not yet harvested 
a crop because of drought. In one 
village, Mquana Arriba, we stood 
around a small pool of water which 
looked as if someone had thrown a pail 
of dirt into it, giving it a muddy, murky 
look. But we learned this was the only 
source of water for this community and 
was available only three times a week. 
As we gazed in unbelief, a beautiful 
young girl came with her tin can 
container to bail water for the family. 
She skimmed the top very carefu lly to 
get the cleanest water possible. 

We saw a group of men working in 
heat past 90 degrees clearing the way 
to build a road that will stretch many 
miles into wooded areas and over a 
mountain because they know there is 
an adequate water supply on the other 
side of the mountain . This is a "food for 
work" project. The job responsibi I ities 
are rotated because the work is so 
difficult, and each man in the village 
gives eight hours a week. 

Family Planning director Felippe 
Martinez was greeted warmly in every 
village we visited. Though we did not 
understand the language we needed no 
one to interpret the warmth of his 

reception . Records are kept on the 
women receiving the pill , he said, and 
a close check is made of the results . A 
woman can purchase a month's supply 
of contraceptives for herself and her 
husband for the equivalent of 25 cents. 
Teenagers are included in sex educa
tion classes because so many girls 
marry between the ages of 13 and 16. 

A major need is medical and dental 
services outside the cities. Dr. Elias 
Santana, who grew up in Santo 
Domingo and was trained in Chicago, 
has a clinic in an old warehouse which 
has a delivery room of one table, one 
portable lamp, and one medicine 
cabinet. He serves 2,500 people. His 
obstetrical ward has five beds. Four held 
a mother and infant while the fifth had a 
young woman who had tried to give 
herself an abortion . 

There are no registered nurses, but 
Dr. Santana feels it is to his advantage 
to train women in procedures they are 
capable of performing in a rural envi
ronment. Those who do rece ive forma l 
training in nursi ng never return from 
the cities to work in the villages. 

For me, the Dominican Republic can 
no longer remain a remote island 
nation but one whose needs match its 
beauty and which commands the con
cern of Christians aware of the chal
lenges God has placed before us. • 

Mrs. Lashford, of Shavertown, Pennsyl
vania , is a vice-president of the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief Division o f 
the Board of Global Ministries . She visited 
the Dominican Republic in connection w ith 
the work of Church World Service. 

Tin roof shacks are the style even in many areas of the capital city. 
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PERSONS 
IN MISSION 

FOUR PLACES 

GRENADA HAITI PUERTO RICO ST. CROIX 
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b ing cons1d r d at all in computing a 
th final rad E pe 1all with the typ of 

tud nt w ar working with, w 
would l1k to b abl to g1v th m 

red1t for th 1r da -to-day classroom 
ffort . Ther 1 a particular n d for 

th m to know that the ir work will show 
r ults. are trying to t an ampl 
b doing manual work around th 
s hool. In the pa t, th s ondary 
school tud nt has b en a m mb r of 
an lit o 1al group; in broadening the 
ba of th1 du at1on to strengthen th 
m1ddl cla s we ar trying to show 
th m that labor is honorable. To th1 
nd w hav had som stud nt coop r

ation in cl anng a lot for play-space, 
painting woodwork in the school and 
r pla ing loo na i ls in the locally 
raft d d k . We haven 't had much 

coop ration in picking up the pap rs 
and fruit se ds from the classroom 
floor at th nd of the day. 

lncid ntally, one of our most valu
abl as ets is a limitless supply of 
unpun hed computer cards offered to 
u by a lo al American firm. These we 
u for everything from spelling quizzes 
to craft ; stapled together, they make 
fine exerc1 e booklets. A sudden fad for 
learning to knit has cleared out local 
supplies of knitting " pins," along with 
every crap of yard long enough to knit 
a headband . We would like to be able 
to provide a minimal secretarial course, 
but th facilities are beyond our reach . 
Ju t now we are looking forward to 
etting up a small science lab with 

money provided by CADEC. Our li 
brary is up over a hundred volumes, 
with two ets of second-hand encyclo
pedias on the way to us. 

Out--::>f-c la sroom experiences have 
b en et up to help widen the students' 
educational horizons. Field-trips have 
ranged from a visiting cruise ship to a 
nutmeg estate. In assemblies we have 
had speakers on the local pre
Columbian culture, Grenada's colonial 
history, water polo, and how to play the 
autoharp. 

The basic question in education here 
as elsewhere is, " Education for what?" 
As this struggling new nation seeks to 
find its true identity while shedding 
ve tiges of its colonial past, as it 
recognize it economic limitations and 
possibilities, as it establishes educa
tional goals that are increasingly West 
Indian, so we hope that Wesley College 
will develop a program that, rather than 
encourage students to seek oppor
tunities abroad, will prepare Grenadian 
youth for careers and vocations that 
will u tain themselves in their native 
land while bolstering their nation's 
economy. Mary Streit 
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PERSONS 
IN MISSION 

FOUR PLACES 

Jeremie is a crowded (approximately 
8,000 populat ion), coastal village 

200 miles west of Port-au-Prince. Boats 
travel back and forth to the Haitian 
capital once a week. Air Haiti flies in a 
small plane fi:ve days a week-a jour
ney of 50 m'inutes. Diesel generators 
provide electricity for the town and 
water comes from springs high in the 
mountains. Jeremie was once known as 
"the city of poets." It has a rich and 
tragic history. 

Today the town has a forlorn look as 
most of the buildings and houses are in 
need of paint and repair. Yet each 
morning the town square is a beehive 
of activity when the women from town 
and country put out their brightly 
colored cloth, plastic bowls, straw hats, 
vegetables and hundreds of small items 
to sell in the market. The big Catholic 
church stands overlooking the town 
square. The dirt streets go down to the 
sea where the shacks the poor call 
home are jammed together. Many chil
dren play in the streets along with 
hungry dogs and skinny pigs. Part of the 
town is up the mountainside. 

People, people everywhere-the 
rural areas are almost as crowded as the 
cities. There are some schools in 
Jeremie but not nearly enough . The 
Methodist Church and Sunday school 
are filled wi th young people each time 
there is a class, worship or specia l 

GRENADA HAITI 

HAITI 
program . The sanctuary of the church 
has been enlarged by building a palm
frond-shaded shelter outside. 

The British Methodist Church was 
the first Protestant Church to be invited 
into Haiti almost 150 years ago. Today 
the Rev. Edward Holmes, a Yorkshire
man who has been in Jeremie for eight 
years, is the director of the Methodist 
work in the Jeremie circuit. The 
Challandes-Richard and Marie 
Claude-from Switzerland, · are in 
charge of the Methodist Community 
Development Program at Gebeau. 

The " Project," as the Gebeau pro
gram is called, reaches into some 100 
mountain villages. The work includes 
an experimental farm for developing 
better crops and cattle, a grain mill and 
bakery, an auto repair and machine 
shop, carpenter shop, cement block 
production, primary schools, adult lit
eracy and education programs as well 
as the medical and dental clinics. 

Until Hugh arrived, the dental clinic 
was staffed only four times a year when 
teams of American dentists came to 
work for two-week periods. Now we 
hope to have a continuing dental 
service which will include dental 
health education and preventive dentis
try. Mari and Micole, two young Hai
tians, trained by the dental teams, are 
delighted to have full time employ
ment. Most Haitians love chewing 
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sugar cane. This adds to the sad state of 
dental hygiene found here. 

There is one good dental chair in the 
clinic and a unit with light, dentral drill 
and instrument table. There is reliable 
(so far, P.T.L.) electricity and running 
water in the clinic. Old, leaking con
nections cemented into the floor must 
be replaced before there can be water 
at the dental chair. There is a pretty 
good selection of forceps for extracting 
teeth . Some instruments for fillings are 
still needed. The clinic work day is 
from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The day 
begins with a brief chapel service for 
the staff. The day ends as everyone 
heads for the nearest Land Rover to ride 
back into Jeremie. Our patients walk or 
ride a donkey long distances down the 
steep mountain trails. 

Malnutrition, starvation and poverty 
are everyday facts of life. A terrible 
drought in some parts of Haiti has 
added to the suffering. Many churches 
and other agencies are at work in Haiti 
yet the needs remain at staggering 
levels. There is a real sense of urgency 
in sharing these needs with you so that 
together we can witness to Christ's love 
here. 

Marjorie and Hugh Deale 

Dr. Deale, a dentist, and wife Marjorie were 
United Methodist missionaries in Africa and 
at Red Bird Mission before going to Haiti . 
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The outdoor waiting room outside 
the clinic is always crowded. 

"Malnutrition, 
starvation and 
poverty are 
everyday facts 
of life." 
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PERSONS 
IN MISSION 

FOUR PLACES 

GRENADA HAITI 

PUERTO RICO 

When I was in school, at the start of 
the session, they usually asked us 

to introduce ourselves. So here goes. 
My academic studies were at Robinson 
School and the Wesleyan Academy, 
both Methodist schools. I have a B.A. in 
anthropology and sociology and a 
year's studies in social work. I am 
married and father of a baby boy. 

For the last few years, I worked with 
the government, first as a case worker 
and finally as a supervisor. In my spare 
time, I worked with farm workers and 
fi shermen . In June, I became a commu
nity developer for the United Methodist 
Church working with fi shermen and 
environmental problems. 

Puerto Rico is an island whose north 
coast faces the Atlantic and the south 
coast, the Caribbean. We have the 
biggest naval base in the southern 
hemisphere, Roosevelt Road. We have 
five packing plants that process the 
tuna that goes to the U.S., plants that 
get their fi sh from the South Atlantic 
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and the Pacific. 
Puerto Rico is a country of contradic

tions. It exports more than 140,000 tons 
of tuna to the U.S., that is, about 99 
percent of the tuna processed in Puerto 
Rico. In turn, we Puerto Ricans import 
85 percent of the fish we consume and 
it comes mainly from the U.S. 

In this situation the fishermen and the 
people of Barrio Boca, near Arecibo, 
asked PRISA to sponsor a community 
work program aimed at developing 
young people's interest in fishing. 
PRISA is a Puerto Rican movement of 
Roman Catholics, United Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Episcopalians and others 
which has launched various agricul
tural and anti-pollution projects. 

The Puerto Rican fisherman has a 
tradition of individuality. He fishes 
alone along the coast, using a boat 
about 14 to 18 feet long. The middle· 
man who buys his catch of 40 pounds 
of chi/lo at $1 .25 .will sell it for double 
that. 



Th go rnm nt 1s not int r ted in 
d eloping kil I and new m thods of 
fi hing for the 2,000 Pu rto Rican 
fi herm n at ubsistence lev I. Only the 

tt r-off fi h rmen can apply for high-
1ntere t go ernment loan for bigger 
boat . 

Aft r analy i of the situation, it was 
on ider d ne essary to change the 

outlook for fi hing-to go into high seas 
fi hing (from 10 to 60 miles from the 
coa t) and to develop a collective 
approach (with bigger boats and crew , 
th re n d to be a divi ion of labor, 
with sp ciali t in mechanic , naviga
tion, the repair of net , and o on). 

Ten fi h rmen aged 18 to 33 are in 
the experim ntal proje t. We bought a 
42-foot boat with help from the 
M thodist hurch, but we were not 
r ady for it and sent it back after six 

months. We ran into probl m meeting 
the payment on it and the men were 
unused to a big boat and some got 
easick. 

Now we are working on other proj
ects; such as buying nets and using new 
hooks that increase our ca:ches. 

We are working for creation of a new 
mentality in the fishermen as the base 
for developing national industries. The 
fishermen have always been close
mouthed about their fishing sites, brag
ging about their catches. All their lives 
they have competed with others, their 
way to assert their individuality. Now 
they are learning to work together and 
their competition is within the group, to 
do better for everyone's benefit. This 
has been a big change. • 

Nelson Carrasquillo 

PERSONS 
IN MISSION 

FOUR PLACES 

GRENADA HAITI 

ST. CROIX 
W hen I fir t heard of the opportunity 

to go to St. Croix, Virgin Islands, for 
m U.S.-2 placement, I knew little 
about the i land and the people. I never 
imagined how much I had to learn until 
I met m 15 Ii ely kindergartners, or 
how much the would teach me about 
the e t Indian culture along with their 
parents, m fellow workers, and the 

local church community. 
St. Croix is one of the U.S. Virgin 

Islands-an American territory. With 
an increase in tourism and industry in 
recent years, a great variety of people 
have migrated to this island. Our 
population is composed of Cruzans (the 
indigenous people), aliens (who have 
migrated from other Caribbean islands, 

The author (above) is working with 
fishermen (opposite page) as a commu
nity developer. 

PUERTO RICO ST. CROIX 

including British, French and Dutch 
possessions), Latinos (primarily from 
Puerto Rico) and a growi ng white 
"stateside" population. This makes a 
great mixture of people in many ways. 
This is especially so since each island 
has a particular way of speaking, 
culture and customs. I consider the 
multicultural aspect of St. Croix the 
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most interesting and certainly most 
challenging. When you have children 
from such diverse economic and cul
tural backgrounds, this creates a cha l
lenging and delightful atmosphere. 
Another teacher in our schoo l, who has 
taught for many years in St. Croix, 
affectionately cal Is classroom diversity 
a " whirlwind." 

Community Methodist Kindergarten, 
the program in which I've been teach
ing, serves a real cross-section of the 
community especially from the dif
ferent social and economic strata . 
There are two duplicate schools, one in 
Christiansted and one in Frederiksted, 
both run by the same director and 
school board composed of parents and 
local church members. 

Each of the two schools has a 
preschool class (4 year olds) and a 
kindergarten class (5 year olds). Be
cause of our many requests for enroll
ment, we will also have an afternoon 
session for the four-year-old class only. 
It has been an exciting year for our 
school as we revised and greatly added 
to our curriculum and reevaluated our 
goals and philosophy. A day care 
center has been opened by the 
Methodist congregation on the same 
grounds so that we can work coopera
tively and this makes it convenient for 
working mothers-their children can 

attend both programs on the same 
grounds. Day care is a definite need in 
our community, and it was the chu rch 
and community members who bui lt the 
center. 

The smallness of the kindergarten 
classes provides more opportun ities for 
enriching the children's experiential 
background by fie ld trips, v isi tors, and 
classroom projects. The children's par
ents were involved in the kindergarten 
program by helping in the classroom, 
assisting on trips, maki ng enormous 
amounts of food for any occasion and 
helping in the kindergarten's mai nte
nance on work days. I enjoyed getting 
to know the parents this year since we 
shared thi ngs together-a rea l wa rm
ness was shown. I was, however, told 
right away when I messed things up 
such as the children's picnic at the 
close of the year. Based on my past 
experiences of w hat you bring fo r a 
picnic, I wrote a note suggesting con
tributions. Well , I left out j ust about 
everything that is necessary for a good 
picnic in St. Croix. My learn ing about 
the West Indian cu lture invo lved " mis
takes" on my part that are funny now . 
Sharing and worki ng together are the 
essentia l ingredients for strengthening 
both individuals and communities. 

Louise Leutner 
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"Sharing and 
working together 
are the essential 
ingredients." 

The author (above) and her kinder
garten (left) on a field trip. 
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NEW MISSION FOR A NEW PEOPLE, 
Voices From the Caribbean, edited by 
David I. Mitchell. 142 pages, $2.75 . 
PICTURE THE PEOPLE OF THE CARIB
BEAN, by Joyce Bailey and Michael Dash. 
80 pages, $2 .95. 
STRAND OF PEARLS: The Guide on "The 
Caribbean Crescent" for all age groups, by 
Ruth Montgomery. 62 pages, $2.25. All 
three published by Friendship Press, New 
York. 

These three books form the core of the 
study " The Caribbean Crescent" to be 
followed in the churches thi s year. Gener
all y speaking, the Friendship Press ed itors 
appear to have improved considerably over 
the quality of recent study books. These 
books are not overburd ened with graphs 
and stati stics, as were last year's on South
ern Africa, and the writing, while far from 
consistent, is generall y penetrable and with 
a minimum of technica l jargon (but not, 
alas, an absence, of w hich more later). The 
covers are rea ll y handsome and evoke the 
Caribbean immediately, inviting the reader. 

The best of the three-of course, one is 
just a study guide-is the book by Joyce 
Ba i ley and Michael Dash, Picture the 
People of the Caribbean. Here sixteen 
Caribbean persons " come ali ve" to the 
North American reader. One meets Eph
raim, an aged pastor in Panama w ho has 
remarkab le rapport with youth . Or there is 
Annette, w ho comes from one of the tiny 
Leewards islands and now lives in the West 
Bronx (part of the study's focus is Caribbean 
persons in the U.S.), w ho used to be acti ve 
in church in the Caribbean but now has 
stopped going. Or Vin, a Jamaican soc ial 
worker w ho has a positi ve approach to 
comm unity development. They are musi
c ians and telegraphers and domestics and 
lawyers, but whoever they are they have 
interesting stories to tell. For some the 
church has great meaning and for others it 
has lost meaning. But after you · have 
absorbed some of their experiences--even 
if only in thi s second hand manner-you 
fee l your own li fe has been broadened. Thi s 
book is an indi spensable part to this study. 

The main stud y book, New Mission for a 
New People, is somewhat less successful. 
There are some particularl y wel I w ritten 
chapters here, especially Claude Cadogan's 
informative descri ption of Beli ze and Pere 
Oscar La Croi x's chapter on Guadeloupe 
and Marti nique. Bu t the organi zation of the 
book is a bit obscure. A ll the islands are 
d iscussed in Part One under the titl e " The 

Co lonia l Legacy," in order to make the 
point that co lon iali sm is w hat they all have 
in common. But by discussing each island 
separately, the " legacy" itself is thus frag
mented in the reader's mind . It would have 
been better to do an overall piece on the 
Co lon ial Legacy pointing out what all the 
islands had in common. 

Three of the twenty-seven chapters in the 
book dea l with Cuba and repeat many of 
the points made in last year's Peoples and 
Systems study. One chapter is simply a 
report of someone's visit to Cuba in w hich 
" many of our burning questions on the 
Church' s role in the Revolution were an
swered ." There is no indi cation these 
burning questions were very critica l. None 
of the chapters deals with the U.S. Virgin 
Islands-a major omission in a book in
tended for North Ameri can readers. 

Undoubted ly, editor Mitchell and the 
other writers in the book are correct in 
attempting to undo some of the myths we 
North Ameri cans have of the Caribbean . 
We are ~rong to view Caribbean poverty as 
simply exotic and not see our own respon
sibility for its continuation. But the way to 
convince people of thi s is not to keep hitting 
them over the head with charges of im
perialism and coloniali sm. The book's out
look is that the fault, dear Brutus, is not in 
the stars, nor in ourse lves, but in the U.S. of 
A, and that's w here the matter seems to end. 
Thi s gets a bit tiresome-and sometimes 
contradictory, as when in the same breath 
the evi ls of tourism are denounced along 
with the fact that American laws have 
reduced the amount of purchases Ameri
cans can make in the Caribbean . 

For thi s purpose, the writers have intro
duced a curious bit of jargon which the 
Friendship Press editors should have 
changed . The major North Atlantic coun
tries are referred to as " metropolitan na
tions." Thus we have " metropolitan 
peoples," " metropolitan powers," " met
ropolitar Holland" (!) " imitators of a met
ropolitan style of life," and " the economic 
and polit ical structures of their respecti ve 
metropoles. " Exactly what thi s communi
cates to American readers is questionab le. 
Only once is this varied and that is with the 
equal ly mysterious phrase, " Babylonian 
Imperiali sm, the arrangements w hich limit 
the Caribbean's resources to profiting 
foreign interests." 

In the section on the Caribbean and 
Canada there is a di scussion of Canadian 
aid programs in the Caribbean. These are 
described as " good intentions tempered by 
confusion." The report isn' t very flattering 
to Canadians, but at least there is mention of 
Canadian programs, w hich is more than 
American programs get. In the fiscal year 
just ending the United States gave $45 .3 
million to Caribbean nations in aid de
velopment ass istance, w ith the largest grant 
going to impoverished Hai ti , w hich re
ceived $20.1 million . Additionall y, the U .S. 
gave about $39 million in PL 480 Titl e I and 
Title II loans and direct feedi ng programs, 
and even in these " loans" there was w hat 

the government ca ll s a " grant element" of 
about 65 percent, figuring low interest rates 
agai nst inflation, the li ke lihood of repay
ment, etc. In the previous fi scal year, w hich 
actua ll y lasted 15 months, U .S. Aid to the 
Caribbean totalled $55 .1 mi llion and PL 
480 an additiona l $30 mil lion. Needless to 
say, none of thi s is reported in th is book. 

The study guide by Ru th Montgomery 
offers a va riety of imaginative suggestions 
for groups. The focus is on Caribbean 
fami lies. There are also map exercises to 
acquaint us w ith the facts of severa l of the 
more signi fican t is lands. These should 
prove helpful. However, there are a few 
errors. Guadeloupe has about 340,000 
people (not counting the tourists at Club 
Mediterranee), not 33,916. And there is the 
common mistake of referring to " expatri
ots" (p. 25). 

Despite the above shortcomings, these 
books should be informative for any church 
group endeavoring to think through mi ssion 
in the Caribbean today. 

(C.E.8.) 

people-pleasers 
Azalea Brand Pecan halves are ideal , 
easy-to-sell fund raising items. Pack
aged in see-through cellophane bags, 
the buyer can see the full pound of 
big , meaty pecan halves, temptingly 
ready to eat, or add to recipes for good 
old Southern flavor. Cases of twenty
four 1 lb. cellophane bags of Azalea 
Brand Pecan halves will be sh ipped 
PREPAID. ------------H. M. THAMES PECAN COMPANY 
P. 0 . Box 2206, Mobile , Ala. 36602 

Send fund ra ising details to: 
Name ___________ _ 

Add ress __________ _ 

City _____ State ___ Z1p _ _ 
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LETTERS 
SAME OLD IMMORALITY 

I do not know w ho w rites the editori als 
for the New World Outlook but I suggest 
that they not gloss over the fact that the 
same o ld immora lity is still with us. 

The writer of " Publi c Policy and Pri vate 
Morali ty" Uuly-August) asks that the Chris
tian commandment of love be shown. He 
hasn' t shown much of thi s love to Anita 
Bryant (p lease leave off the M s.) and neither 
have the homosexuals in their attack on her 
and in their demand that she be fired from 
her job w ith the citrus growers association . 
Not once in his arti cle did the editor call the 
homosexua ls by name-once referring to 
the " Gay Rights." Why beat around the 
bush? 

I am by no means suggesting that the 
homosexuals not be given their ri ghts but I 
do not think their rights include the freedom 
to fl aunt their " private desires" into " public 
d isplay" and that is w hat it has descended 
to. And a lot of these are "self made" 
homosexua ls from embrac ing the free " life 
style" that is so popularl y talked about. ... 

The homosexuals are not asking that their 
problem be understood, but they are de
manding that their wants be satisfied
flaunting their des ires. 

I thin k Anita Bryant is a very courageous 
woman, she has spoken out where others 
only " pussy-foot" around . 

Mrs. John Callahan 
Kernersv i I le, North Caro lina 

ONE OF THE BETTER PU BLICATIONS 
I am w riti ng to request a change of 

address but also to thank you for one of the 
better publ ications w hich our church pro
duces. I am a member of the Board of 
Global M in istri es and am proud to recom
mend the New World Outlook and re
sponse magazines to individuals and 
groups. I am speaking to an annua:I meeting 
of the UMW in one of our Di stricts in 
September and plan to emphasize the 
matter of " understanding" and how these 
magazines wi ll help in getting it. Thank you 
for .. . a great church periodica l. 

Wm. S. Evans, II 
Memphis, Tennessee 

SHARES THE MAGAZINE 
We appreciate your wonderful magazine, 

and wi ll share it w ith the residents of thi s 
beautifu l ret irement home, owned and 
operated by the South Georgia Methodi st 
Conference. 
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Mrs. Marion Hall 
Magnolia Manor 
Americu s, Georgia 
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To Bend Without Breaking 
Stress and How to Deal with It 

Mary Ella Stuart. Personal experience, practical psychology, and spiritual 
insights are skillfully combined in this positive book. Mary Ella Stuart shares 
proven techniques for bringing stress under control. She emphasizes the 
necessity of leaning on Jesus in daily life and illustrates the tremendous impact 
a supportive group of fellow Christians can have! Paper, $3.95 

How to Have a Happy Marriage 
David and Vera Mace. For those who know that there is more to marriage 

than they are receiving, and want it, the Maces have created a practical " work 
book. " Either separately or in groups, couples commit themselves to a total of 
twenty-four hours during a six-week period. When the exercises evaluations 
and assignments are faithfully followed, success is guaranteed! ' ' 

"If you follow the steps outlined in the book as we have, you will really 
get to know each other all over again ." 

-Charles and Mary Jane Gordon, Tennessee 

$6. 95 ---====::::::::::::::iL--

,,.,, Ella 5111•'1 

TO BEND T 
WJTHOU 
B~AKJNG 

/ I 

i Stress and t-tow 10 a.at w1tf'I II 

the book publishing department of 
the united method ist publishing house 



THE llOYlllG 
FlllGER WRITES_.-~~ 

wee WORLD BANK TO 
BEGIN OPERATIONS 

A new independent world bank, spon
sored originally by the World Council of 
Churches and known as the Ecumenical 
Development Cooperative Society (EDCS), 
has begun operations with regi stered offices 
in the Netherlands. The purpose is to make 
low interest loans to third world projects, 
such as a fisherman's cooperative in Ghana 
which needs refrigeration facilities. 

The society has received a letter from the 
U.S. securities exchange commission stat
ing that it had no objection to U .S. trust fund 
money from wee member churches, their 
boards and agencies, being used to buy 
shares in the society. With thi s release of 
pledged money the fund moved above the 
$1 million required by the Central Commit
tee of the wee before operations could 
begin. 

The idea of the EDCS was adopted by the 
Central Committee in Berlin in 1974 as a 
result of the knowledge that existing loans, 
such as from the World Bank, did not reach 
the 40 percent of the poorest people in the 
world. It was recognized that over the years 
the work of Inter-Church Aid and the 
Commission on the Churches' Participation 
in Development (CCPD) had given the 
churches a great deal of contact and 
experience with people in that 40 percent. 

The board appointed Mr. Adrian 
Wijemanne from Sri Lanka as the general 
manager, and the Rev. Frederick Bronkema, 
a United Presbyterian, as the EDCS repre
sentative in the USA. 

CHURCHES HAVE CASES PENDING 
BEFORE U.S. SUPREME COURT 

Churches and religious groups are in
volved in several cases that will come 
before the U.S. Supreme Court this Fall , 
involving such issues as affirmative action, 
the right of a minister to hold political 
office, and due process for utility customers. 

In addition, the Court may also rule on a 
case involving government jurisdiction in 
church-related union disputes during its 
1977-78 session, which begins Oct. 3. 

Religious agencies find themselves taking 
opposing sides in the matter of affirmative 
action programs. The court will rule on a 
case involving a California Supreme Court 
ruling which struck down admissions 
policies of the University of California 
Medical School at Davi s. Alan Bakke, a 
white applicant to the school , has charged 
he was denied admission because of the 

Adrian W ijemanne (center), new general manager of the Ecumenical Deve lopment 
Cooperative Society (EDCS), and Fred Bronkema (right), w ho wi ll represent the society in the 
USA, and Dr. Philip Potter, general secretary of the WCC. 

University's specia l program to admit more 
minorities. 

A lower court ruled that he would not 
have been admitted even if the special 
admissions program had not existed, but the 
state supreme court overturned that deci
sion. 

The National Council of Churches has 
joined 19 other groups in filing a brief 
supporting the special admissions policy. 
According to this brief, many professional 
schools have concluded that " the concept 
of equal protection required the develop
ment of modes of access that would 
di ssipate in some parts the effect of past 
discrimination ." 

Opposing quota systems while support
ing affirmative action in principle, the 
American Jewish Congress and American 
Jewish Committee have joined with six 
ethnic groups in a brief in this case. They 
hold that " our system of constitutional 
liberties would be gravely undermined if 
the law were to give sanction to the use of 
race in the decision-making process of 
governmental agenc ies." 

In a separate brief, the Anti -Defamation 

League of B'nai B' rith (ADU and four other 
organizations assert that " this is not a case 
concerned with framing a remedy to right a 
constitutional wrong. Unlike the public 
school desegregation cases brought before 
thi s Court, there is no question here of any 
segregation or racial exclusion practiced by 
the University of California that could call 
for remed y." 

Ten reli gious and civic organizations 
have joined in a brief to the Supreme Court 
defending the right of a minister to run for 
public office. The brief argues that a 
Tennessee law banning clergy from elective 
state office vio lates constitutional guaran
tees of freedom of religion . Tennessee is 
believed to be the only state with such a 
prohibition. 

Leo Pfeffer, spec ial counsel to the Ameri
can Jewish Congress, has fi led the brief on 
behalf of that organization and the Ameri
can Civil Liberties Union, American Ethical 
Union, Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State, Bapti st Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs, Board of Church and 
Society of the United Methodist Church, 
National Counci l of Churches, United 
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Church of Chri st, United Pre byterian 
Church, and Unitarian Universa list Associa
ti on. 

In another case, the National Counci l of 
Churches has filed a brief with the Supreme 
Court asserting that customers of utilities 
have the right to due process before the 
utility can cut off service. 

The brief has been fi led in support of 
customers of the Memphis Light, Gas and 
Water Division who say the municipal 
owned utility terminated their services 
without allowing them to contest bills at a 
proper hearing. 

In its brief, the NCC declares that " everal 
aspects of the provision and termination of 
utility services, particularly for these most 
likely to be subject to such termination, 
involve moral , ethical and spiritual princi
ples inherent in the Christian Gospel. " 

The Supreme Court may also hear a case 
involving the role of the National Labor 
Relations Board (N LRB) in the unionization 
of teachers at church-related schools. It is 
anticipated that the Board wi ll appea l a 
recent ruling by a federa l appea ls court in 
Chicago that struck down an NLRB man
date ordering Catholic bishops in Chicago 
and northern Indiana to bargain with unions 
representing lay teachers in seminaries and 
high schools. 

The Seventh U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled that the NLRB has r.io jurisdiction in 
teacher-employer relationships in parochial 
schools because such an involvement by a 
government agency would vio late First 
Amendment guarantees of church-state 
separation . 

Although applicable only to the Midwest 
jurisdiction of the 7th Circuit Court of 
Appeals, the decision was a signal to 
employees of the National Council of 
Churches, headquartered in New York, not 
to seek NLRB involvement in their efforts to 
unionize. The secretarial and clerica l em
ployees of the church-related agency with
drew their petition to the NLRB, and opted 
instead to seek some other non-government 
arbiter to supervise union ballotting, such as 
the American Arbitration Association . (RNS) 

INCREASE IN CHILD ABUSE 
CONCERNS SPOFFORD HOME 

A history of child abuse is present in an 
increasing number of the children at Spof
ford , a home for emotionally disturbed 
children in Kansas City, Mo., related to the 
National Division of the United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries. 

"Fully half of the case histories of the 
children now at Spofford reveal suspected 
child abuse," reports the Fall , 1977 issue of 
Spofford Scribbles, a quarterly newsletter. 
" The abuse may be either physica l or 
emotional , and is a problem that contributes 
dramatically to their emotional distur
bance." 

Spofford began in 1916 as a home for 
orphaned and neglected children . In the 
1940's it became one of the first homes in 
the country to provide residential treatment 
for emotionally disturbed children . Spofford 
presentl y ca res for about thirty children . A 

new treatment facility and cottages are 
under construction . 

Spofford Scribbles related a case study of 
an abused child who had been helped by 
the home.: 

"'Ivan ' came to Spofford when he was 
51/2 years old, having already undergone 
surgery twice for a heart defect, suffering 
severe loss of hearing, was on medication 
for seizures, and a victim of abuse which 
resulted in the parental rights being severed . 

" Understandably, he was angry, had 
great temper tantrum s, and was general ly 
rebellious; broke many windows, chairs 
and equipment; attacked staff members and 
other chi ldren-you name it! 

"'Ivan' responded well to music therapy 
(in spite of the hearing loss), showed 
leadership ability and independence. His 
attitude improved towards adu lts and peers 
and he began to make progress in school. 
Hi s progress at Spofford was slow but 
consistent and after 31/2 years of intensive 
treatment, he was discharged from Spofford 
and placed in a boys' group home with 
fewer restrictions. 

" One of our 'Friends of Spofford ' took 
this child under their 'wing' for over a 
year-visited with him, let him visit with 
them-showing ' Ivan' their spec ial interest 

in him . 
'"Ivan' is now doing grade level work at 

publi c schoo l and enjoying hi s group 
home." 

LIQUOR EXPENDITURES 
UP $1.3 BILLION 

Mrs. Margaret Gee, treasurer of the 
National Women's Christian Temperance 
Union (WCTU), reports that the U.S. drink
ing public paid $26 billion last year for 
alcoho li c beverages. 

Citing statistics issued by the U.S. De
partment of Commerce, she noted that the 
increase in expenditures for liquor rose by 
$1 .35 billion over the 1975 figure. 

" We hear people complain about in
creased taxes, the cost of gasoline, and 
inflation generally," Mrs. Gee said . " Yet, if 
every drinking person were to eliminate his 
or her expend iture for liquor, wine, and 
beer, think of the many ways in w hich such 
savings cou ld be used, not to mention 
savings in doctor bills and the el imination of 
rehabilitation centers, increased savings to 
industry and the well-being of home life." 

The WCTU officer pointed out that the 
1976 figures break down to $2.97 million 
spent every 24 hours for alcoholic bever
ages. 

United Methodist 

conncCiiOn 
Connecting people to faith 

people to people • people to action 

Imagine tuning in your radio and hearing our church alive! 
Everyone where you live could hear Un ited Methodists .. 

• Witnessing to their faith , relating religion to life in the 1970's, 
telling about our church 's ministry • Creating pictures in sound 
about people of many geographic , ethnic and theological back
grounds •Showing that United Methodists really care about both 
spiritual and materials needs of persons • Reporting how the min
istries of individuals, churches and agencies are interwoven pat
terns in the fabric of our total witness to the world . 

Make sure CONNECTION is heard in 
your community. For the name of the 
person who is coordinating station place
ment in your area write: CONNECTION , 
Box 6, Nashville, TN 37202. 

conni:Ci".on 
A project supported by the 

Mass Communications Fund 
Produced by United 

Methodist Communications 
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CA RIBB EAN MINISTER SERVED 
AS MISSIONARY IN INDIANA 

The Rev. S. Wilfred Hodge, 44-year-old 
minister from the Caribbean island of 
Angu illa, has just completed a year as a 
" mi ss ionary in reverse" to the North In
d iana Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. He is currentl y pursuing hi s docto
rate at Wesley Seminary in Washington, 
D.C. 

So-called missionaries from " the Thi rd 
World" to the U.S. have become more 
common in th e past few years. The North 
Indiana Conference previously had a mis
sionary from Singapore, the Rev. George 
Wang. In both cases the conference 
supplied li vi ng expenses, housing and car 
and the mi ss ionary acted as a resource 
person throughout the conference, speak
ing, presenting slide shows and answering 
questions of congregations. 

Mr. Hodge dislikes the term " Third 
Worl d." " Perhaps we do be long to the 
Thi rd World economica ll y," he says. 
" Some do live from day to day, without 
bank accounts. But what good is bread for 
today, without hope for tomorrow? Our 
cu lture and family ties, and most impor
tantly, our faith in Jesus Christ provides us 
wea lth and security." 

Mr. Hodge is a minister of the autono
mous Methodi st Church of the Caribbean 
and the Americas (MCCA). He believes the 
principa l role of the church is evangelism. 
But the target group is not so much 
non-Chri stians as the nominally Christian 
peop le. 

" Most of the small islands are about 100 
percent Chri stian," he says. " Larger islands 
have signifi cant Christian popu lations. Our 
greatest need is for more active lay leader
ship among the already profess ing Chris
tians: to present to others Jesus Christ as 
Savior, to train our large youth member
ships, to renew and revitali ze those who 
waver through indifference. 

"We rai se our children in Christian 
homes. But unless each makes a commit
ment to Jesus Christ, we cannot expect him 
to stay active in the church. 

" We consider the whole of a Christian's 
I ife his perpetual witness." 

Most Caribbean chu rches grew from 
missionary efforts dating from the 1700's, 
Mr. Hodge says. Anglicans, Methodi sts and 
Presbyterians came from Britain ; Roman 
Catho lics from France and Spain; Lutherans 
and Morav ians from Denmark; the Dutch 
Reformed from Holland. Today, freedom of 
worsh ip enables many U.S. denominations 
to evange lize, including Baptists and Pen
tecosta ls. 

The church has been very influential 
among the 19 million West Indians, Mr. 
Hodge says, producing many political lead
ers, economists and educators. 

" Proclaimi ng the Gospel, undertaking its 
own missionary effort, the Caribbean 
church, swinging full c ircle, has come of 
age, " he says. 

Suffer 
Little 

Children 

Mr. Hodge is critica l of some of the help 
North Americans have given to the Carib
bean, for example, school buildings unsuit-. 
able to the tropics. " If you wish to help us, 
first inquire as to what our needs are," he 
says. " Do not undermine our self-respect 
and dignity with handouts," he adds. 

He thinks " the Caribbean man" is be
coming a reality, transcending the islands' 
diversity, through similar music, dance, 
drama, literature and festivals. The church, 
particularly the Caribbean Conference of 
Churches, has promoted this concept. He 
believes materiali sm is less pronounced in 
the Caribbean than in the U.S. and that race 
differences have been less and less impor
tant in the Caribbean ever since the aboli
tion of slavery in the is lands. 

-Mary Sue Best 
She is a free lance w riter in Indianapolis. 

Jesus said: "Let the children 
come to me, and do not stop 
them, because the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these." 

In the name and spirit of Christ, UMCOR's Child 
Support Programs minister to the needs of poor 
children in seven African countries with clothing, 
food, medical assista nce and school fees. Gifts sent 
for child support in Africa wi ll help provide a vari-
ety of programs_ all wit h loving concern for the 

individual chi ld affected. 

r· 
I 
I Clip this coupon 

I and mail with 
your check to: 

I 
UM CO A 

Room 1439 

--------------i--m Send your gift today to help a child ioms-3 I 
to know the love of Christ. I 

Address 

C11y ________ S1a1e ____ Z1p -----

I 
I 
I 

I 
475 Rivers ide Dr. 

New York, NY 10027 Church Annual Conf I 
L 

Tne Un1ted Melhod1st Child Suppon Program is a pan ol !he worldwide m1n1s1ry ot the Board ot Global M1n1str1es 
w1lh all child care 1ns111u11ons approved as Advance Specials -- I 

__________________ ... 
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NIER
SFANDING 
lHEUNITED 
METHODIST 

CHURCH 
1977 Edition 
Understanding The United 
Methodist Church ( 1977 
Edition) fully explains in detail 
UMC history (how it started) , 
doctrine (what it believes) , discipline 
(rules for conduct), organization 
(how it works) , worship and 
sacraments, activities and 
world-wide programs, and The 
UMC's relationship to other 
churches. This superbly informative 
handbook is vital to those who want 
to know more about The United 
Methodist Church. Updated in light 
of the 1976 United Methodist 
General Conference. Nolan B. 
Harmon. $3.50, paper 

--

the book publishing department of 
the united methodist publishing house 

CHURCH GROWTH IS THEME 
OF MISSIONARY LETTERS 

Church growth and outreach are recu r
ring themes in letters United Methodist 
missionaries have been sending to thei r 
supporting congregations in the United 
States. 

Evangel ism is a central concern to the 
church in Korea, report Dwight and Soni a 
Strawn, w ho have returned to Seoul after a 
lengthy work-and-study furlough in the U .S. 
" .. . it is amaz ing to us to see the growth of 
churches and the vitality of the fa ith of 
Christians in thi s country," they w rite of 
Korea. 

The Taeshin Methodist Church, to w hi ch 
the Strawns belonged before they left Korea 

on furlough, expanded in recent years, they 
discovered, addi ng a dai ly 4 :30 a.m. prayer 
meeting and Wednesday eveni ng worship 
to Sunday worship and other act ivit ies . 

" Upon our return we could only stand in 
awe of the large and well-designed new 
church buildi ng and other fac ilities w hich 
had come about th rough the dedicated 
giving of the congregation," they w rote. 

A second congregation w ith whi ch the 
Strawns had been associated, Taelim 
Methodi st Church, also in Seoul , had grown 
from 1 O members in 1971 to 250 members. 

" O ri ginall y housed in a rented second 
fl oor of a house, we found the congregation 
worshipping in a new brick building w here 
already there was not an empty seat for 

SUI MYUNG MOON 
and the Unification Church 

Is it true that the Reverend Moon came from a shady past involving 
sex scandal, multiple legal and illegal marriages? Has he "brain
washed" America's youth, forcing parents to engage in drastic kid
napping and deprogramming techniques? Is the Unification Church 
"a new Christianity" soon to catch fire and take over America? Or 
is it a bogus religious institution using spiritual doctrine to mask 
political and economic ambitions? 

Philosopher/ theologian Frederick Sontag spent nearly a year in 
travel and research to get behind the sensational media reports and 
bring readers the first, full inside story. For this remarkable detailing 
of the evolution of a cult, Sontag visited three continents to inter
view zealous "Moonies," disillusioned dropouts , bitter parents, and 
professional deprogrammers. And he presents the real Moon in an 
exclusive nine-hour interview which Moon says is the last he will 

grant--ever. 

Fascinating in his appeal. 
Frightening in his power and 
purpose. 

SUN MYUNG MOON 
and the Unification Church 

by Frederick Sontag 
Over 60 photographs 

$8.95 

"TO THE READER: 
... Any movement which arouses 
such widespread public attention 
and deep emotion needs explora
tion and study, not just as a jour
nalistic sensation but as a phe
nomenon to be understood in its 
motivations as well as its mani
festations. . . . The views of the 
author are not necessarily those of 
the publisher, nor does publication 
imply endorsement or support of 
the Unification Church, its lead
ers, tenets, or activities." 

From the Publisher's Preface 

ab.1ngdon the book publishing depa rtment of 
at your cokesbury bookstore the united methodist publishing house 
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morning wor hip," the Strawn wrote. 
" We who come to Korea to share our 

skills and experiences to the glory of God 
di cover that Christians in Korea are truly 
giving much to us and enriching our lives in 
many ways. The living testimony of men 
and women, old and young, clergy and laity 
under cores the power of the Gospel in 
contemporary Korea ." 

Church 'Explosion' In Africa 
The Christian community " is not just 

growing in Africa, it is exploding," write 
Elwood and Doris Bartlett, missionaries 
attached to the Theology S hool at 
Mulungwishi , Zaire. " A Kenyan bishop 
recently said that 'not a Sunday passes that I 
do not consecrate a new church .'" 

The Theological School graduated 12 in 
1977, the Bartletts state, plus 11 wives who 
completed courses. Among the graduates 
was Kadima Bakenge, who started his own 
church. 

" He has four congregations at present 
numbering from 300 to 1200. It is ca lled 'L' 
Eglise Evangelique des Sacrificateurs' (The 
Evangelica l Church of Priests) . The idea 
comes from I Peter 2 :4-1 0, and the em
pha is is upon the priesthood of every 
believer." 

Opportunities In Nepal and Chi le 
In Nepal, where Christian pro elytizing is 

forbidden, the future of United Mission to 
epal education work "seems quite 

bright," report Larry and Phyl Asher, United 
Methodist missionaries with the ecumenical 
mission agency. 

" Larry has flown to Far Western Nepal to 
visit with education officia ls and look at 
site where a new boarding school similar 
to the one in Pokara may be established 
with UMN involvement," writes Mrs. 
Asher. " It wou ld serve as the 'regional 
choo l' for that region very much the same 

as Pokara Boys' Boarding School will 
probably be for the Western Region. It will 
have many important functions in the 
government system of education beyond 
just offering quality education to the stu
dents enrolled." 

An "encouraging development" in Chile, 
writes Jane Miller, educational missionary 
there, is the permission that has been 
granted by the Chilean government to the 
Methodist radio station "La Verdad" (The 
Truth) to operate commercia ll y. 

" The possibilities of th is ministry have 
already been demonstrated," writes Ms. 
Miller. " Thousands of people can be 
reached with messages and commentaries 
prepared especially for those whose lives 
have not been touched by any of the other 
programs (educational, social, medica l, ag
ricultural) of the church." 

Zero Church Growth In Japan 
The failure of the Christian Church to 

grow in Japan is the subject of remarks in a 
letter sent to the U.S. by Laura and Robert 
Fukada, United Methodist missionaries in 
Kyoto. The Fukadas refer to an article in a 
Japanese magazine written by an As
sociated Press reporter, Terry A. Anderson, 
entitled "30 Years of Post-war Christianity 
in Japan Reported to Be a Failure." 

" Though I do not agree fully with the 
emphasis of the Anderson report or with 
some of the comments by missionaries, the 
article was a challenge," Mr. Fukada states. 
" Less than one million people, out of the 
total Japanese population of 110 million, 
are Christians. The Protestant movement in 
Japan now has a history of 100 years. The 
article reported that in the past two-three 
years 200 to 300 Catholic miss ionaries have 

Hand-colored photogr,.ph 
of your church 01· any 
ttcene on pretty 10%~inch 
gold-rim plates. Orders 
fiJled for one dozen or 
more plates. Also church 
note paper in Quantity, 
Write for free informa
tion. DEl'T. WO 

FERRELL'S ART WARE 
Appomattox, Y iruinla 24522 

BISHOP JOHN A. SUBHAN, 78, 
WAS A CONVERT FROM ISLAM 

Bishop Subhan (left) and the Rev. E. C. 
Reddy in a photo taken in 1961. 

Bishop John A. Subhan, a retired bishop 
of the Methodist Church in Southern Asia, 
died in Hyderabad, India, in May at the 
age of 78 . He had served the Church for 
20 years as a bishop in the Bombay and 
Hyderabad areas. Writing in the Indian 
Witness, the church 's newspaper in India, 
Bishop Gabriel Sundaram summarized the 
life of Bishop Subhan in part in this way: 

John A. Subhan was born in Calcutta in 
1899 in a Musl im family and his parents 
gave him the name, Abdus-Subhan, the 
servant of the Holy One. He grew up 
under the puritanical influence of his 
parents and he did not smoke, chew betel 
or use abusive language. After he learned 
Urdu sufficiently, his mother encouraged 
him to read books on Islamic religious 
subjects. By the time he was ten years old, 
he finished the whole of the Quran and 
started studying Arabic and Persian . He 
grew to be a fanatic and his indignation 
against non-Muslims knew no bounds. 

His parents, writes Bishop Sundaram, 
did not approve of his growing fanaticism 
and sent him to Calcutta Madarasah to 
study English. His quest for religious truth 
led him to the study of books on Islamic 
mysticism, especially books on magic and 
charms and on such beings as jinns and 
angels. During this period, he was taken to 
his grandfather, a mystic, who taught him 

that the deeper purpose of mysticism was 
to attain the true knowledge of God . 

By chance, a copy of the gospel was 
given him by a Muslim friend. A careful 
reading of the lnjil (Gospel) produced in 
him the deep conviction that it was God's 
Word and His revelation and he decided 
to become a Christian. 

He found it exceedingly difficult to find 
any Christian who would teach him how 
to become a Christian. After several 
efforts, he was led .to Mr. F. W . Steinthal, a 
YMCA Secretary, who helped him to read 
the Bible and prayed with him. One day, a 
friend of Mr. Steinthal told him that it was 
the duty of everyone who accepted Christ 
as Savior to go and speak of Him to others 
and bring them to Him. So he drew the 
design of the Cross on his book. This made 
his fellow students realize that he had 
become a Christian and it precipitated a 
minor riot in the school. He had to leave 
the Madarasah . 

As a special favor, he was admitted into 
St. Paul's High School (for no non
Christian student was then allowed into 
the school). He enjoyed the fellowship of 
Christian students. He also came under 
the influence of a saintly miss ionary, Mr. 
John Harvey Hickinbotham, his Principa l. 
The missionary lived in the hostel and at 
meal hours he took his place in the meal 
line, ate coarse rice, dal , vegetables, fish 
and occasionally meat. During vacations, 
when he went to the villages, he wore 
Indian clothes, ate Indian food and lived 
like a villager. John Subhan went to 
villages in East Bengal , distributed gospel 
portions and preached the gospel. 

John Subhan was baptized on July 7, 
1912 and later was confirmed in the 
Church of England. 

Bishop Sundaram then related the rest 
of Bishop Subhan's spiritual journey, in
cluding his joining the Roman Catholic 
Church in 1921 , out of attraction to its 
worship life, and then leaving it four yea rs 
later when he was prevented from having 
prayers with a Methodist friend and was 
discouraged from reading the Bible. How
ever, the Anglicans would not receive him 
back. He joined the Methodist Church 
when he was at Bareilly Theological 
Seminary as head of the Department of 
Islamic Studies. He was elected a bishop 
in December, 1944, at the Central Confer
ence of the Methodist Church in Southern 
Asia . (C. E.B.) 
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left Japan. They found Japan to be a 
'swamp' for Christian ity, to use the expres
sion of a famous Catholic novelist, Shusaku 
Endo. 

" What is the cause for this extremely 
slow 'Christianization'? Some people point 
out the well-established religions and cul
ture in Japan, in comparison to European 
history or the contemporary African situa
tion, as obstructive to Christianity. Another 
cause may be the general mi ss ionary at
titude of simply casting away anything 
non-Christian as evil and forcing a mixture 
of Euro-Chri stian patterns on people, evi
dent among early missionaries. 

"And yet there are nearly 1,000 Catholic 
schools, including 12 colleges, and several 
hundred Protestant schools, 95 percent of 
students being non-Christian . Does this 
mean anything? The article does not give an 
answer. The general tone of the article is 
somewhat cynical. 

"My immediate reaction to an article of 
this kind is positive; Christianity in Japan 
does get 'secular' attention . When I was 
asked to be the president of the PT A of 
Allen's junior high school , with 1700 
students, a comment was made that people 
consider a Christian minister to be fair and 
thus able to handle a large and heterogene
ous group. When all officers were ap
pointed for the PTA, I discovered that one of 
the two vice-presidents is also a minister! 
And that PTA had two ministers on the 
cabinet last year. This is a public school. 

"There is a Christian impact, though not 
always visible and colorful, on the Japanese 
society and history, far beyond what the 
statistical figure indicates. I do not boast that 
Christianity has been a success in Japan. 
What I feel is that God works in various 
ways and this slow and not very colorful 
way of reaching the grass roots in Japan may 
be one of God's ways . .. " (E.C.l 

TAIWAN PRESBYTERIANS APPLAUD 
.CARTER'S STAND ON RIGHTS 

In a Declaration on Human Rights, the 
Presbyterian Church in Taiwan has urged 
President Carter to stand firm on his human 
rights emphasis while pursuing normaliza
tion of relationships with the People's 
Republic of China. 

The statement urged Mr. Carter to insist 
on "guaranteeing the security, indepen
dence and freedom of the people of 
Taiwan" in his diplomatic contacts with the 
People's Republic. 

While affirming that " the future of 
Taiwan shall be determined by the 17 
million people who live there," the docu
ment urged that Taiwan government "to 
face reality and to take effective measures 
whereby Taiwan may become a new and 
independent country." 

It raised the possibility of a Communist 
invasion of Taiwan, and appealed to citi
zens and the government of the United 
States, "and to Christian Churches 
throughout the world, to take effective steps 
to support our cause." (RNS) 
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The recent assembly of the Christian Conference of Asia provides a good occasion to look at 
some of the issues confronting the churches in Asia today. November will feature two articles on 
this subject, as well as a profile of five remarkable Christian women from different countries, a 
look at Christian mission workers in the U.S. today, ancient Christian churches in the Middle East, 
and community organizing in upstate New York. Our Directions in National Missions series will 
look at changing population trends in the U.S. and how they affect the church. 

for you and 
your church. 

Each fall your district superinten
dent asks your ch urch to accept in full 
its World Service and Conference Be
nevolence apportionment. 

Make your move. First. vote yes 
when the charge conference considers 
the apportionment. Second, support this 
action with a generous pledge for 1978. 
Third , make every effort to pay your 
1977 pledge in full. 

Why? Because money given for World 
Service and Conference Benevolences 
supports ministries in Christ's name in 
60 countries of the world, in the United 
States. and in your conference . 

World Service is 
People Serving People 

For more information write: 
UNITED METHODIST 
COMMUNICATIONS 
1200 Davis St., 
Evanston, Ill. 60201 



"My Bible story books 
are too easy, and your ~-----, -

Bible is too hard ... 

Here is truly Good News for the eight to 12-
year-olds; a simplified version of the Old and New 
Testaments edited especially for them by Allan 
Hart Jahsmann. Many books that claim to be 
children's Bibles offer only a juvenile cover pack
aging a complicated adult-level text. Now the new 
Holy Bible for Children is the first presentation of 
the Holy Word for those youngsters who have 
outgrown Bible story books and still find standard 
versions too difficult. It leads the child from his 
earliest enthusiasm for nursery school Bible 
stories to a life-long appreciation for Scripture
in a way that he can understand and enjoy today. 

' J 

My Holy 
Bible/or 

Children is 
just right:: 

These features in The Holy Bible for Children 
make it easy for young readers to understand and 
enjoy the Bible: 

• Carefully selected passages from all 66 books of 
the Bible • Easy-to-read typeface • 12 full color 
Don Kueker illustrations highlighting profound 
events in Biblical history • Four colorful maps 
depicting St. Paul's great journeys, the Exodus, 
the city of Jerusalem, and Palestine • Pronuncia
tion helps • Glossary • Chronological and al
phabetical tables of contents • Listing of key 
Scriptures • Presentation page • "Memory page" 
for the child to record religious milestones •Fam
ily tree page 

"The selection is excellent; the language, while 
simplified, remains faithful to the text; and the 
effect on young readers can only be positive." 

-Paul L. Maier 

"An idea which has been brilliantly conceived 
and excellently executed ... wish it had been 
available when I was a child. "-David Mace 

Give your child the just-right Bible for those 
in-between years, The Holy Bible for Children: 
A Simplified Version of the Old and New 
Testaments. 

480 pages, 614 x 9 Y<i 
Hardcover with jacket, only $8. 95 

0 At your bookstore 

@~· 



A CONTRIBUTION 
ISN'T ALWAYS 
A DONATION 

Sometimes itS a wise decision 
All investment programs support something! The 
UNITED METHODIST DEVELOPMENT FUND 
supports your Church. Today, people are turning to 
the church . Looking for new alternatives. New 
hope. New life. 

The church must always flourish . But to 
develop, many local United Methodist churches 
need first mortgage loans. And they' re turning to 
the UMDF- a Fund representing thousands of 
very special people ... investing in tomorrow-
today. The UMDF . .. your investment Fund ... 
holds assets in the millions and pays interest 
semi-annually. The UMDF. It's a fund with a perfect 
loans repayment record , supervised by 21 leading 
members of The United Methodist Church. 

Join our quiet crusade. Create a savings 
reserve , education fund , retirement income, or 
build an estate. Your investment will do double 
duty. Surely, it's a common sense contribution 
. . . and a wise decision . 

Send now for complete details on UMDF' s 
rewarding way to share-without actually 
spending. Mail coupon to: R. E. Spoor, Jr., 
executive secretary, THE UNITED METHODIST 
DEVELOPMENT FUND, Room 303, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027. 
Or. call (212) 678-6071. 

Our Investors Include: 

• Individuals 
• Churches and unions 
• Hospitals and homes 
• Schools and universities 
• General Board of Pensions 
• Annual Conferences 
• Board of Global Ministries and Divisions 
• Conference Pension Funds 
• Boards and organizations 

of The United Methodist Church 

r-·------·-- -- - - - - - - ---
o I am a United Methodist. I would like to help my fellow 

I Methodists. Please send me full details about the Fund . I under
I stand I am under no obligation. No salesperson will call . 
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UNITED M ETHODIST DEVELOPMENT FUND 
4 75 Riverside Drive 

I New York. New York 10027 
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