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NISSIONNENO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

September, 1977 

Liberia. United Methodist Bishop Bennie D. Warner has been nominated by Pres
ident William R. Tolbert to be his nominee for Vice President on the ticket of 
the True Whig Party for the elections in October. The True Whig Party is the 
only meaningful political party in present day Liberia . The bi shop has consent 
ed and desires to fill out his term as bishop . However, it is unclear what t he 
regulations of the Liberian Central Conference are in this unique situation . 
Bishop James K. Mathews, secretary of the Council of Bishops, has congratulated 
Bishop Warner on his nomination and asked for clarification of Central Confer 
ence rules. 

World Council Grants. The World Council of Churches' Program to Combat Racism 
has announced grants totalling $530,000 to 35 groups in 14 countries. Th i s i s 
the seventh allocation since the controversial fund was established in 1970, 
bringing the total disbursed to $2,640,000. The grants are to be used fo r 
humanitarian purposes, and the sources for the fund are contributing denomina
tions and several European governments. The largest grants still go to Afr ica , 
of which the largest is that to the Southwest African People's Organization 
(SWAPO), $125,000. Eleven organizations are receiving funds for the f irst t ime , 
including five from North America. These are the Indian Brotherhood of the 
Northwest Territories, Canada, $15,000; and in the U.S. the Institute of the 
Black World, $10,000; National Indian Youth Council, $15,000 ; the Internat ional 
Indian Treaty Council and Indigena, $5,000 each. Other groups in North Amer ica 
receiving grants are: the Delta Ministry, USA, $10,000; the Haitian Refugee 
Concerns, USA, $10,000; the Puerto Rican Solidarity Committee, $5,000 ; t he 
Africa News and Southern Africa Committee, $5,000. 

Zaire. In continuing developments from the warfare in Shaba province, duri ng 
which missionary Dr. Glen Eschtruth was killed, the gover nment of President 
Mobutu Sese Seko has arrested a number of government officials including the 
Foreign Minister, and the Mwant Yav, the pa ramount chief of the Lunda tribe , 
who has been charged with treason. The Lunda tribe, one of the largest in the 
area, has members in three countries, Angola, Zambia, and Zaire. The Mwant 
Yav, a United Methodist, is the brother of the late Moise Tshombe, who led t he 
Katanga rebellion at the time of independence. 

Confessing Community . A letter to be used in the worship services of l ocal 
churches has been approved by the Central Committee of the World Cou nci l of 



Churches calling on Christians to join in prayer for a church that truly con
fesses Jesus Christ in word and deed. The letter calls on Christians in their 
own settings to examine whether they effectively witness in their daily lives, 
share their faith with others, identify with people in need and act in a manner 
that does not contradict their witness. 

The Methodist Connection. Two South Carolina radio stations--WSCQ-FM in West 
Columbia and WEAW-AM and FM in Barnwell--are the first to announce they will 
carry the United Methodist weekly radio series 11 Connection 11 beginning early in 
October. The series will represent United Methodists witnessing to their faith 
and telling about projects which relate faith to action. United Methodist Com
munications is producing and distributing the programs with the financial sup
port of a new 11 Mass Communications Fund 11 established by the 1976 General Con
ference. 

West Germany. Nearly 4000 United Methodists from Baden-Wurttemberg and 
Bavaria gathered in mid-June at the former 11 Reichsstadt 11 Ulm which is celebrat
ing this year the 600th anniversary of the famous Munster, the Cathedral with 
the world's highest steeple. They heard the newly elected Bishop Hermann 
Sticher and witnessed the ordination of three young pastors. A week earlier, 
the 320 members of the South German Annual Conference, representing an esti
mated 40,000 members and friends of the Church, decided among other things, to 
begin a new youth work program and also to appoint a full time evangelist. 

Missionaries. BOGM's World Division has agreed to pay two thirds the cost of 
having a ·UMC missionary, the Rev . Dean S. Gilliland, on the faculty of Fuller 
Theological Seminary, Pasadena, California, for three years. Fuller, known as 
the 11 Union 11 of evangelical seminaries, now has 70 United Methodist students and, 
according to reports, felt a need for 11 a United Methodist presence 11 on the 
faculty. Dr. Gilliland, who has directed lay training institutes and a theo
logical college for many years in Nigeria, will teach courses on the Church in 
~Jest Africa and direct a cross-cultural studies program. The World Divison's 
Dr. Charles Germany said, 11 The conservative evangelical wing of the United 
Methodist Church needs some visible evidence that the World Division is commit
ted to the whole Gospel and not simply to social action. 11 

•••• Gloria Perez, who 
as a Community Developer at the Christian Fellowship UM Church in Chicago was 
the center of controversy in 1976 when statements attributed to her appeared to 
exhibit a lack of belief in God, has applied to BOGM's World Division for the 
newly established Mission Intern Program, which deals with human rights. She 
has been assigned to work as an interpreter for the World Division in the Troy 
Conference until a location for her can be found in Latin America. Her pastor 
at the time in Chicago, the Rev. Finees Flores, who is editor of the Spanish 
language edition of The Interpreter, says Ms. Perez has a strong belief in God 
and the Church . 

Crusade Scholars . Archbishop Makarios, president of the island of Cyprus since 
it gained independence from Britain in 1960, died on August 3 following his 
second heart attack in four months. He was 63. The archbishop was one of two 
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former Methodist Crusade Scholars who eventually became head s of state; the 
other is Dr. Agostinho Neto, who studied medicine and is now pr esident of 
Angola. In 1946 the future archbishop was one of six Greek Orthodox pr iests 
granted Crusade Scholarships covering tuition and expenses for study in the 
United States . He was at Boston School of Theology when he received a cable in 
1948 notifying him of his election as Bishop of Kition, one of Cyrpus's four 
sees. It is said he delayed his return to Greece until his beard grew bac k . 

Deaths. Methodist Bishop Alipo da Silva, 50, died August l in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. He had suffered a heart attack three days earlier while in Santos . He 
was president of the College of Bishops of the Methodist Church of Brazil and 
presided over its Third Region .... The Rev. Thomas Shipp, 58, senior minister of 
Lovers Lane United Methodist Church in Dallas, Texas, died July 21 of an appar
ent heart attack. Nationally known as a counselor with alcoholics and troubled 
people, he was also a director of BOGM and secretary of UMCOR and held positions 
on many community agencies .... Mrs. I· Leroy Stiffler, 79, the first manager and 
primary creator of the Cincinnati Service Center of BOGM, died in Cincinnati, 
Ohio on August 13. Under her direction, the Service Center was built and be
came a $1 million business in study books and other print materials .... Mrs . 
Muriel Webb, 64, director of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service of the World Council of Churches, died in Greenwich, Conn., on 
August 7. She worked for The Episcopal Church and in ecumenical organizations 
in church service programs .. .. Bishop Wenceslao Bahamonde, head of the Methodist 
Church in Peru, was killed in an automobile accident in Lima on August 16 at 
the age of 61. His wife, Genoveva, who was in the car with him, is in serious 
condition in a hospital . 

Taiwan. According to news reports, The Methodist Church of the Republic of 
China, Taiwan Annual Conference, has passed a resolution temporarily breaking 
relations with the Board of Global Ministries because the board called for full 
diplomatic relations with the People's Republic of China. However, the board 
in New York has not received the communication. Also, the outgoing president 
of the conference, the Rev . Daniel T. C. Liu, has written to Presi dent Carter 
urging him not to "establish relationship with Communist China and neglect t he 
true and lasting friendship of the Republic of China." The Methodist Church of 
the Republic of China has 3,000 members in 15 congregations. 

Cuba. The Methodist Church in Cuba is sending a missionary to the South Ameri
can country of Guyana in a program of evangelism and education . There are now 
106 congregations in Cuba, with a membership of 2,188. Approximately a dozen 
of the 50 pastors are women. 

Aging. The Board of Discipleship has established a scholarship fund in honor 
of Miss Virginia Stafford to assist persons who do study and research in the 
ministry of the church with the aging. Miss Stafford, who died in May, pio , 
neered in establishing seminars and training volunteer persons in wor king with 
the elderly . 
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Chri sti anity and Ca pita1ism. Pa x Wor1d Fund, a no-1oad mutua1 fund estab1ished 
in 1971 for the purpose of i nvesting i n 1i fe -supporting products and services 
and avoidi ng defens e , weapons, and disti11ery issues, outperformed the market 
averages for the first six months of this year . Whi1e the Dow Jones industria1 
averages dec1i ned by 8.8 perce nt the Pa x Wor1d Fund rose by 3.7 percent, taking 
into account a di vide nd paid in January. One of a handfu1 of socia1 responsi
bi1 i ty fu nd s on Wa11 St r eet , Pa x World now has $1 .8 million in assets but too 
few i nvesto r s (about 700) to be listed in major newspapers. United Methodists 
Luther E. Tyson and J. El li ott Corbett of the UM Board of Church and Society in 
Wa shingt on ar e on the Boa rd of Directors, but the Fund's address is 224 State 
St r eet , Portsmouth , New Hampshire. The fund also seeks out companies having 
fa i r emp1oyment practices with regard to minorities and women . 

People . The Rev . Dr . John Na kajima, who has been the chief executive of the 
Nat ional Chri stian Council of Japan, has been chosen the executive of the Kyodan 
(the United Church of Chr i st in Japan). See Mission Memo for July-August. He 
i s a1so a member of the presidium of the Christian Conference of Asia . . .. Mrs. 
Marj orie Crossman, of Lynn , Massachusetts, has been named secretary for organ
i zat iona1 development and evaluation, section of mission and membership develop
ment of the Women's Division . . . . Edwin li· Maynard, who has been editorial direc
t or for United Method i st Communications Program and Benevo1ence Interpretation 
Division, wi11 become assistant genera1 secretary for general administration in 
the agency next month. 

Coming Out . You never know what devi ance the person next to you in Church may 
be hiding . According to Jean Caffey Ly1es, reporting for the Christian Century 
on the Char i smatic Conference in Kansas City (see editoriaTST, United Methodist 
min i ster Rev . Larry Eisenberg announced he was "coming out of the woodwork" as 
a charismatic when he gets home. "Admitting you 're a charismatic in Ok1ahoma 
i s a1most as ris ky as admitting to being a homosexua1 , 11 he said. 

F1ood Response . Nearly 100 work teams tota1ing a1most 1,500 people from five 
United Method i st conferences have come to Johnstown, Pa., in the wake of the 
f1ood of July 20 to hel p shovel out the mud and debris deposited in homes and 
churches by the swir1ing waters. As of August 10 churches throughout a wide 
area had contributed $161,628 in response to Bishop Roy C. Nic.hols' appeal for 
aid to f1ood victims . Particu1arly he1pfu1 were pastora1 counse1ors from with
i n t he conference who came to work among the e1der1y and those shattered emo
t io na1l y by fl ood 1osses . It is estimated that of the 74 people ki11ed by the 
f l ood , one-th ird had United Methodist affiliation. Eighteen people are still 
miss i ng. 

Korea. Fou r South Kor ean Presbyterian c1ergymen and the minister of an inde
pende nt Pr ote stant church were among the 17 politica1 dissidents released August 
15 by the government in Seoul . The Presbyterians, who had been sentenced to · 
three years i n pr ison, had read a statement during a presbytery meeting appeal
ing for t he r elea se of poli t ical and religious dissidents. 
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;~ EDITORIALSCIJ 
Lower the Decibels 

In the history of the world , and espec ially 
in the history of the Middle East , two forces 
have ever been joined together: war and 
religion . The Muslims coined the word 
jihad, or holy war , but they have hardly been 
the only ones to practice it , as surely the 
Christians in the Middle Ages proved with 
their Crusades. If ever an axiom stands well 
proven it is that sectarian passions lead more 
often to war than to peace. 

In recent weeks the new Prime Minister of 
Israel , Menachem Begin, has evidenced a 
tendency to inject religion into essentially 
political problems. Speaking in New York , 
he appealed to the United Nations and " the 
Christian world " to join Israel in defending 
the Christian minority in southem Lebanon 
and he accused the Christian world of 
" letting down " the Christians in Lebanon . 
No one, of course , claims that religion has 
not been involved in the conflict in Lebanon , 
but knowledgeable observers say that the 
issues are far more complicated than the 
standard TV news description of ''Christians 
vs . Muslims ." There are complicated long
standing economic issues and while there is a 
hard core of fanatics on both sides who have 
irreconciliable differences, there is a large 
body of Christians and Muslims in the 
middle who seek peace and reconciliation 
and even identify to a certain extent with the 
grievances of the other parties . By painting 
the picture he does of Lebanon , the Israeli 
Prime Minister further polarizes the conflict 
along religious lines while at the same time 
giving a self-serving representation of his 
own nation 's involvement. 

Mr. Begin ' s words and actions have 
followed a similar course with regard to the 
West Bank . Like previous Israeli govern
ments, he rejects the terrn " occupied territo
ry" for this area , but instead of calling it 
" administered territory " he is calling it 
Judea and Samaria, the ancient biblical 
names for what it now known as the West 
Bank . Furthermore, despite the expressed 
wishes of the Carter Administration , hi s 
government went ahead and legalized three 
newly established Israeli settlements , bring
ing the total number of Jewish settlements in 
the occupied territories of Sinai , the Golan 
Heights and the West Bank to more than 70 . 
The settlers of many of the new camps in the 
West Bank belong to the super nationalistic 
religious group known as the Gush Emunim , 
or Bloc of the Faithful , who believe that it is 
their God-given right to settle anywhere in 
their biblical homeland. While this group has 
lived in a certain amount of tension with 
previous Israeli governments, it is still not 
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clear in what significant way , if any , Mr. 
I Begin differs from the goals of the Gush 

Emunim . By referring to the area as " Judea 
and Samaria ," terrns with onl y a Jewish 
meaning , while the vast and overwhelming 
Arab population think of it as part ofjelestin, 
or Palestine , and the rest of the world calls it 
by the neutral terrn " West Bank," Mr. 
Begin can only increase the polari zation 
along religious lines . 

Immediately after the June War of 1967 
most Israeli s felt that the absolutely non
negotiable territories they gained in that war 
were Jerusalem , the Golan Heights and 
Sharm-el-Sheikh , controlling the Straits of 
Tiran, but that there was room for negotia
tion regarding the Sinai desert and the 
heavily Arab populated reg ions of the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank . Espec iall y regard
ing the West Bank , few Israelis felt any need 
or saw any future in mai ntaining an Israeli 
presence in such a hostile environment and 
many saw that it would be the equi valent of 
the white minority rule in Rhodes ia . But 
now , in 1977 , the West Bank is becoming as 
" non-negotiable" as the Golan Heights was 
in 1967 . Blame for this si tuation must be 
shared by both Arabs and Israeli s. A full y 
objective observer , if such is possible, might 
even say that up to now the Israeli govern
ments have tried to keep open the option of 
returning the West Bank to Arab control. But 
if Mr. Begin continues the course he has 
established thus far , it will not be poss ible to 
say that of hi s Administration . . 

In the course of their struggle for self
deterrnination the Palestin ·ans have called 
for a " secular democratic state" to replace 
Israel. The Israelis can be forgiven if they 
haven ' t rushed to accept the PLO offer , 
inasmuch as no Arab state currently fits that 
description , nor is one likely to . But the 
Palestinian rhetoric, and it is only that , at 
least contains the gerrn of an important truth , 
and that is that the problems of the Middle 
East are essentially political problems and 
they must be decided along political lines, 
without sectarian passions. Paradoxically, a 
Jewish state will survive in the Middle East 
as a Jewish state only as it lowers the 
religious decibels in fac ing the political 
compromises which must be made . 

The Spirit and 
the Churches 

In the Greek New Testament the words 
" gi ft" (charisma) , " grace" (charis), and 
" joy" ( chara) are more clearly related than 
they are in English . This is a fortunate 
happenstance of the Greek language , but it is 
also theologically consistent wi th the New 
Testament ' s theme. God 's grace is a free gift 
to all , unmerited and undeserved, and its 
result is joy in the heart of the believer . 

In add iti on to God 's grace , orcharis, there 
are many other gifts, or charismata, which 
God gives, among which are those of 
healing , of prophesying, of teaching, of 
doing the work of an apostle, of worki ng 
miracles, of speaking in tongues, of interpre
tation. But the greatest gift is the gift of love. 

In view of the very clear teaching on th is 
subject in the New Testament, it might strike 
people as strange that the Charismatic 
Renewal movement, which attracted 50 ,000 
followers in July to a meeting in Kansas 
City, Missouri, still has trouble winn ing 
official acceptance within some denomina
tions. There is such a th ing in Paul ' s thinking 
as a manifestation of the " gifts" of the Holy 
Spirit , it someti mes takes the forrn of 
speaking in unknown tongues, and it can 
result in unbounded joy and ecstacy. 

But Southern Baptist mi nisters who have 
encouraged the movement in their churches 
have been expelled (W. A. Criswell , pastor 
of First Baptist Church in Dallas , Texas , 
calls the movement an ''aberration and a 
heresy" ) and it is severely frow ned on in the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod . A uni t of 
the United Presbyterian Church in California 
recently voted agai nst admitt ing graduates of 
a charismatic-oriented theology school , 
known as Melodyland . 

The problem here is that it is equally clear in 
St. Paul 's thinking that the " gifts of the Spirit" 
constitute just one part of the Christian 
experience and , according to I Corinthians 13 , 
not the most important one at that. A school of 
theology devoted, one might say, only to the 
" melody" of the Christian life, may be in 
danger of missing the call to repentance, 
conversion, sacrifice, as well as to the demands 
to serve one another and God in ways which 
result in their own joy. 

Over the pa t five years or so that the 
Charismatic Renewal movement has gained 
national attention it has undoubtedl y in 
certain quarters been di visive and even 
eliti st. Some ministers have complained that 
the movement has ru ined thei r congrega
tions. Where th is has happened one can 
rightly question whether it has been a 
movement guided by the Spirit of God . But 
in many other communities , and especially 
in the Roman Catholic and Episcopalian 
churches, it has generally not been div isive. 
There has been a renewed sense of a personal 
God who cares for persons and a deepened 
understand ing of the whole community of 
the Faithful covenanted in concern for one 
another. In those areas, the man ifes tat ions of 
the various "gifts" has not obscured the 
central truths of God 's grace avai lable to all 
and true joy in service and love. There is no 
need for us all to become "charismatics" in 
order to know what the Spirit is saying to the 
churches. 
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Pine United Methodist Church of San 
Francisco is in the middle of the 

block, almost hidden between apart
ment buildings and the closely but
tressed single dwelling houses in the 
Sunset district. It is a sedate modern 
building with a touch of the Orient in 
its architecture. 

Its congregation is mainly Japanese, 
although the predominant language 
spoken is English . It is, more properly 
speaking, a Japanese-American church. 
The majority of its constituency is 
among those called the Niseis and 
Sanseis, a designation unique to the 
Japanese in this country. That is to say, 
these are the offspring of the first 
generation Japanese, lsseis, who came 
to these shores in the 1860s through the 
turn of the century seeking to line their 
pockets with the gold that was to be 
picked off the streets of this golden land 
of opportunity. 

The church reflects the current de
mography of the Japanese in San Fran
cisco : a small and fast-diminishing 
population of lsseis, well into their 80's, 
the majority comprised of Niseis (sec
ond generation) and the Sanseis (third 
generation), with a growing number of 
newcomers from Japan. 

The youngish congregation, the av
erage age being 40, suggests that the 
church is of more recent origin. It is 
with some surprise then that a Sunday 
visitor to the church discovers that last 
year, 1976, it celebrated its ninetieth 
anniversary. 

Its name, Pine United Methodist 
Church, derives from its location on 
Pine street near the downtown area 
from 1894 to 1965, when the church 
moved to its present site on 33rd 
Avenue. 

First Converts Formed Society 

Its history goes back to the year 1876 
when a young Japanese student, 
Kanichi Miyama, despondent over his 
failure to pass the entrance examina
tion for the Japanese army academy, 
sought a new future in America. In San 
Francisco he was befriended by a 
former missionary to China, Dr. Otis 
Gibson, who was then superintendent 
of the Chinese Christian Mission in San 
Francisco. 

Under Dr. Gibson's guidance and 
friendship Miyama learned the English 
language and was converted to Chris
tianity in 1877, to become the first 
Japanese Christian convert in America. 
He, along with other Japanese converts 
that followed, organized the first body 
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of Japanese Christians called the 
"Japanese Gospel Society," meeting 
regularly in the Chinese Mission on 
Washington Street. 

A Methodist district superintendent, 
Dr. Mirriam C. Harris, was soon as
signed to work with this new Christian 
body, and in 1886, by means of a 
money grant from the Methodist Epis
copal Church's mission board, the first 
Japanese Christian church in America 
was organized. 

Pine United Methodist Church is thus 
remembered as the mother church of 
Japanese Methodism, if not the begin
nings of the Christian mission in North 
America. 

With the formation of that first body 
of Japanese Christians called the " Gos
pel Society," the movement of Chris
tianity among the Japanese upon these 
shores was begun. 

The year 1977 thus marks the cen
tennial of the birth of American 
Japanese Christianity, a momentous 
and celebrative occasion in American 
Christianity. For the hundred-year his
tory of this movement, generally un
known and unheralded, is a valiant 
story of a people working out its destiny 
in a strange land under the guardian
ship of God. 

A Little-Known History 

This story emerges out of a backdrop 
of a people called Asian American. A 
people whose story has not com
manded much attention in the annals of 
American history. 

These are invi sible Americans of 
another kind . Most are middle class, 
made up of blue collar and white collar 
workers, merchants, farmers, profes
sionals; and often spoken of as having 
" made it" into white America. 

They have and do share, however, a 
common experience of ethnic minority 
groups in America-racism. 

No immigrant group encountered 
higher walls of prejudice and discrimi
nation than did the Asians. They were 
denied on grounds of race the right to 
naturalization, to own land, to enter 
certain professions, to educational op
portunities, and finally were uprooted 
from their homes and incarcerated. 

From within this context was written 
the story of the People of God, molding 
a history within God's plan. 

Methodism Speaks Among Japanese 

The spread of Methodism among the 
Japanese in America had its impetus in 
the revival services held by the 
Japanese Methodist Church in San 
Francisco in 1889, resulting in 400 
converts. Over the next two years some 
2000 Japanese immigrants were con
verted, Methodist churches were 
founded up and down the Pacific 
Coast, and in 1893 the Japanese Dis
trict of the California Conference was 
formed . 

The Pacific Japanese Mission was 
organized in 1900, which embraced all 
Methodist activity along the West Coast 
and Hawaii . In 1939, the Pacific 
Japanese Provisional Conference came 

From a single convert in 1877, Christianity 
spread among Japanese immigrants such as 
these arriving in 1904 (below) to serve as a 
bulwark through times of trouble up to 
today (opposite page). 
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into being w hen it requested from the 
General Conference of The Methodist 
Church a change from mi ssion status. 

Within the next two decades the 
Christian gospel was heard in every 
major Japanese community in Califor
nia, as wel l as within neighboring cities 
and towns of the western states. Wher
ever the Gospel w as heard its impri nt 
was left as commun iti es were soon 
dotted with Japanese churches of al
most every denominational leaning
Baptist, Congregational , D isciples of 
Chri st, Episcopa l, Holi ness, Free 
Methodist, Methodist, and Presbyteri
an . 

Assets of Japanese Churches 

The Japanese churches in Ameri ca 
have served essentiall y three purposes, 
worship, education, and fellowship, 
w hich although common to all 
churches took a slightly different turn . 
W orship and education were means of 
learni ng the English language, as well 
as spiritua l nurture. Many of the 
churches had their beginn ings as En
glish language schools, such as the 
Seattle Baptist Church which opened its 
doors in 1892 as a night school for 
young Japanese immigrants. A year 
later th irteen of them were baptized 
into the Christian faith . 

The fellowship of the Japanese 
churches meant a place of belonging 
and a group identification. In San 
Francisco anti-Oriental fee lings were a 
continuing presence, and assaults on 
Japanese were freq uent. The San Fran
cisco churches therefore not onl y pro
vided resi dent quarters for some of th e 
students, but med ical services as well. 

The raci al prejudice and discrimina
tion that plagued the Asians from the 
ti me of their immigration to America 
took its darkest form when 110,000 
Japanese on the W est Coast, 70,000 of 
whom were American ci tizens, were 
uprooted from their homes and placed 
in what were euphemistica lly called 
" Assembly Centers" and " War Reloca
tion Centers," but were virtually con
centration camps. 

With the forced exodus of the 
Japanese from their homes the Japanese 
churches closed their doors, and many 
of them became storehouses for the 
personal belongings of their members. 

Second World War Experience 

The incarceration of the Japanese 
lasted for fou r years during which the 
Christian churches emerged as an up
lifting force in the morale and spiritual 
life of the evacuees. Koji Murata, 
presently a businessman in Palo Alto, 
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Cal ifornia, recalls the role of the 
church: " . .. most of us were in a state 
of shock, and though we were going 
about our tasks in the centers, we were 
confused, hurt, and discouraged ... I 
feel that the clergy and the church were 
a beacon of light in those dark days. 
We forgot denominations and worked 
as Christians." 

At almost every camp the various 
denominations worked together as a 
united church . The Santa Anita Assem
bly Center Protestant Church held wor
ship services in both languages, with 
the congregation numbering as many 
as 2000 persons in the English service, 



and 1000 worshippers in the Japanese 
service. 

In 1944 the evacuees were fi nally 
permitted to return to their homes on 
the West Coast. Even in their return, 
however, they became victims of vio
lence and terrorism. Housing was im
possible to find , and so the Japanese 
churches that were abandoned and 
boarded up were reopened to serve as 
hostels. 

So again, out of the necessity borne 
of hostility and .discrimination against 
the Japanese, the church became the 
focal point of refuge and succor to a 
beleaguered people. One by one the 
former churches in Japanese com
munities were reopened, and by the 
late 1950s the churches were back to 
their pre-war vigor. 

Integration in the Sixties 

In the 1960s the churches were 
swept up in the clamor for integration, 
and the concerns for the indigenous 
church gave way to identification with 
the dominant white church. 

The ·Japanese Methodists were no 
exception, and in 1962 the Pacifi c 
Japanese Provisional Conference, after 
several years of discussion and spirited 
debate, moved for dissolution of its 
Conference and the integration of its 

constituent Japanese churches into the 
various white annual conferences. 

In the years that followed the integra
tion move proved to be a disappointing 
and discouraging experience. The spe
cial concerns and needs of the local 
indigenous church were soon lost amid 
the agenda of the wider demands of the 
general church. The result was the loss 
of self-determination and general de
moralization of its leadership and 
membership. 

Caucuses in the Seventies 

Thus in March, 1971 in Santa 
Monica, California, concerned leaders 

of the Japanese churches in the various 
annual conferences met together with 
other Asian Methodists and organized 
the Asian-American Caucus of the 
United Methodist Church, Western Ju
risdiction. 

This initial movement gave impetus 
to the formation of regional caucuses 
and a national caucus, the National 
Federation of Asian American United 
Methodists, to once more address their 
own peculiar needs for ~If empower
ment. Thi s movement soon had its 
effects, and a resurgence of church 
growth ensued. 

One marked sign was the upsurge in 

San Francisco's Pine United Methodist 
Church is considered the mother church of 
Japanese Americans. Group pictures are 
from 1914 (opposite page) and 1976 
(below). 
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"Out of the necessity born of hostility 
and discrimination, the church became 
the focal point of refuge and succor." 



both ministerial and lay leadership. 
After a dearth of nearly a decade in new 
ministerial candidates, the Japanese 
churches today have a swelling number 
of young people enroll ed in seminari es. 

The Japanese experience is a unique 
one, an experience in which the for
midable realities of prejudice, hard
ship, and suffering were surmounted in 
a manner distinctly their own. 

America and the church can perhaps 
learn from this segment of its own 
history, as oppressor and oppressed. In 
this centennial year of the founding of 
the Japanese Christian Mission in North 
America, the Japanese church looks to 
the future, which can best be summed 
up in the words of the Rev. Casper Y. 
Horikoshi , chairperson of the National 
Centennial Celebration Coordinating 
Council: " The faith in Jesus Christ, who 
liberated all mankind from the preju
dices and injustices of society, will 
surely provide us with a hope and trust 
among all people." 

As Japanese American Christians we 
face a new task of contributing to 
society at large theJaith and life which 
were given to us through the cultural 
heritage of our ancestors. • 

The Rev. Mr. Morizono is a minister of 
Wesley United Methodist Church, San Jose, 
California . 

(Opposite page) The Japanese United Methodist Church in Sacramento, California, 
today (above) and in 1927 (below). The West Coast Japanese Americans have gone 
through such extremes as a thriving culture (above) and the World War II relocation 
camps (below). 
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AsiQn AmericQns 
61 The Church 

by Chon-Hie Kim 

O n a beautiful Sunday afternoon late growing Asian communities in major 
in spring, I was driving along U .S. cities like Chicago, Los Angeles, 

Olympic Boulevard in Los Angeles, San Francisco, and New York. Since 
through the area commonly known as the abolition of old discrim inatory 
"Korean Town." Just off the main immigration laws and the enactment of 
boulevard, I noticed a new church Public Law 89-236 in 1965, the flow of 
under construction. I immediately immigrants from the Asian basin and 
guessed that it was a Korean church. the Pacific islands has been steadily 
Sure enough, I later learned that it growing. According to an Immigration 
belongs to one of the fastest-growing and Naturalization Service report, the 
Korean congregations in that city. Only number of immigrants that four major 
minutes before, I had noticed another Asian nations sent to the United States 
Korean church, which had been con- in 1965 is as follows : 4,057 Chinese; 
verted from a grocery store. 3,130 Filipinos; 3,180 Japanese; and 

The sight of a new Asian-American 2, 165 Koreans. However, in 1974 the 
church building is not uncommon in number of immigrants increased to 
North America today. Anyone can 18,056 Chinese (345 percent increase); 
notice the presence of the rapidl y 32,857 Filipinos (950 percent); 4,860 
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Japanese (53 percent); and 28,028 
Koreans (1, 194 percent). 

As a study made by the United 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) shows, if 
the present trend continues, the total 
number of these four Asian-American 
groups alone will be five million by 
1995. Even with only two million Asian 
Americans today (about one percent of 
the total U.S. population), we see an 
abundance of opportunities for mission 
and ministries. How many more oppor
tunities will we face in 20 years when 
the Asian-American population will 
more than double? Unless we plan for 
the future and solve the problems we 
are facing now, we may not be able to 
serve our Asian-American population. 



Many people assume that most Asian 
Americans are located on the West 
Coast and Hawaii. But quite a few 
Asian Americans-particularly Filipino 
Americans and Korean Americans
live in the major metropolitan areas of 
the United States. It is estimated that 
about half of the Asian Americans now 
in this country are born citizens of the 
United States. Unfortunately these citi
zens are constantly embarrassed by the 
question, " How long have you been in 
th is country?" 

Like the Hispanic Americans, more 
than two thirds of the Asian Americans 
use their native tongues as their primary 
language. The percentage of the biling
ual population, particularly among Ko
reans, Filipinos, and Chinese Ameri
cans, is rapidly growing as the number 
of new immigrants increases. Whereas 
most Japanese and Filipino congrega
tions use English in their worship, most 
of the Chinese and Korean congrega
tions use Chinese and Korean. (Of 
course, almost all church school chil
dren in Asian-American congregations 
use English for their class activities.) 
This situation poses some problems in 
producing non-English resource mate
rials for adu Its. The need for such 
resources is most acute in the areas of 
evangelism, confirmation, and leader
ship training. Unfortunately, neither the 
United Methodist Church nor any other 
churches have ever produced any 
materials in Asian languages. 

For immigrants the Christian church 
is more than just a gathering of people; 
it is all they have. The church is the 
community where all kinds of meaning
ful and significant religious and social 
activities are taking place. For instance, 
research indicates that 34 percent of all 
Korean immigrants have shown interest 
in joining the church. If we add the 48 
percent of Koreans already in the 
church to this number, a total of 82 
percent of all Korean Americans can 
easily become members of the Chris
tian congregation. Though the percent
age may differ, we notice the same 
trend among Chinese and Filipino 
Americans, too. The fruit for evange
lism is ripe, but we need laborers and 
resources to harvest it. 

This year marks the centennial an
niversary of the Japanese Christian 
mission in North America. But Japanese 
Americans have mixed feelings of joy 
and sadness. They can celebrate the 
anniversary because the church has 
been the center for struggle and has 
been the source of encouragement, 
particularly during the dark days of the 
World Wars and concentration camps. 
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Preaching at the Korean 
United Methodist Church 
in Leonia, New Jersey (left). 
Choir at the Filipino United 
Methodist Church in 
Seattle, Washington 
(opposite page). Asian 
Community Services office 
in Fresno, California 
(below). 
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"Asians are an ethnic majority in the world but a minority in 
North America. They have a long history, during which they 

have developed their own ways of living and believing." 

New World Outlook • September 1977 

It is also the backbone of the present 
liberation movement. However, the 
most acute and sad problem the 
Japanese American churches have to 
deal with is a declining membership 
and a lessening emphasis on the re
cruitment and training of lay and clergy 
leadership . These problems are cer
tainly the central concern of all Asian
American churches. 

The 1976 General Conference of the 
United Methodist Church adopted the 
ethnic minority loca l church as one of 
three missional priorities of the church. 
According to the report submitted to 
the Ger1eral Conference, the Asian
American churches are badly in need 
of 10 specific mi ssional goals. The 
goals can be summarized in the follow
ing way. 

First, recruitment and training of 
clergy leadership is an area of need. 
Al so included is the problem of ex
pediting the transfer of Asian-American 
ministers who were trained in their 
native countries. As suggested in the 
report, one of the ways to meet thi s 
need is the establishment of a center in 
one of the United Methodist 
seminaries. For the first time in the 
history of American theological educa
tion, a center for Asian-American 
ministries was born on July 1 of thi s 
year at the School of Theology at 
Claremont in California. Known as the 
Center for Asian-American Ministries, 
thi s center wi 11 devote its efforts not 
only to the recruitment and training of 
ministers, but to the strengthening of 
local church ministries as well. The 
center will help Asian-American mini s
ters and lay special is ts design various 
indigenous forms of worship, youth 
ministry, and industrial missions for 
Asian Americans. The Asian Americans 
sought the creation of the center be
cause almost all the seminaries in this 
country are, except for a few Black 
seminaries, primarily designed to train 
mini sters for Anglo-American 
churches. The very existence of the 
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center in a major semi nary will con
tribute in helping " invisible" Asian 
Americans to be " visible." 

Second, production of curri culum 
and other resource material s is needed. 
No church in North America has ever 
done any work in developing Asian
American resources. There will be 
some material s specifi ca ll y designed by 
and for Asian-Ameri can congregations 
in the future. Many existing resource 
materials simply do not contribute 
much to the needs of Asian-Ameri can 
churches. Materials iJroduced in Asian 
countries do not help either, because 
the si tuation and experience of th e 
Asian Americans are quite different 
from those of Christians in Asia. 

Third, programs for congregationa l 
development and community service 
are needed. Here we are talking about 
a strong emphasis on evangelism and 
church extension . Most of the Asian
American churches are sharing build
ings with existing churches. Since the 
life-styles of the Asian Ameri cans are 
different from their host churches, 
coordination of the two or sometimes 
three congregations in sharing the 
facilities is by no means an easy task. At 
the same time, the development of new 
congregations in strategic areas for 
Asian Americans cannot be accom
plished without the encouragement, 
support, and commitment of the 
Anglo-American churches. Evangelistic 
mission should be everybody's concern 
at all times and in all seasons. The 
church' s concern for an outreach min
istry through various kinds of socia l 
service centers is one of the essential 
ministries for Asian American 
churches. 

Asians are an ethnic majority in the 
world but a minority in North Ameri ca. 
They have a long history, during which 
they have developed their own way of 
living and believing. It is their wish to 
preserve their identity and live the way 
their forefathers used to live. Modern 
Christianity needs to revive the spirit of 
the early Christian communities, which 
took cultural pluralism for granted. 
When Asian-American Christians can 
join the church as a partner in the 
mission rather than as the object of the 
mission, the church will be able to 
accomplish its global mission more 
easily. • 

Chan-Hie Kim is assistant Professor of New 
Testament and Directo r of the Center for 
Asian-America n M.!_nistries, School of 
Theology at Claremori,t; Claremont, Ca li fo r
nia . 

"Christianity needs to revive 
the spirit of the early Christian 
communities, which took 
cultural pluralism for 
granted." 
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The long Christian tradition of 
Ireland is symbolized by this 

statue of St. Patrick, near the 
mountain where he prayed 

and fasted in 441 A.O. 

' 'NORTHERN IRELAND: 

• 
Ill Evangelism 

a Community 
in Conflict'' 
W. Sydney Callaghan 

Rev. W. Sydney Callaghan is a 
Methodist minister from Ireland, w ho is 
the p roduct of the four percent Protes
tant minority of the Republic of Ireland. 
H e is at present ministering in Belfast in 
Northern Ireland. Th ere two-thirds of 
the population owe some sort of al
legiance to the Protestant Church and 
the remaining third to the Roman 
Catholic Church. " How significan t the 
allegia nce is in either case is debata
ble," he w rites. " Undoubtedly for some 
it is very rea l while for others it has little 

more than a cultural or politica l conno
tation. " 

Mr. Callaghan has worked in both 
Northern and Southern Ireland. He had 
an appointment for seven years with 
responsibility for evangelism for the 
entire country, w hich gave him an 
opportunity to evaluate the religious 
scene in the island as a w hole. He has 
served in one of the ghetto com
munities w here he lived among the 
people. He has also served in a city 
center and in a suburban charge . 
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The mixture of war and peace in Northern Ireland is shown by soldiers searching these people in County Armagh. 

J he call to evangelize is as old as the 
Church itself. This was the last word 

of command of Christ to His disciples. 
" Go ye into all the world and make 
disciples of all nations" and in that 
command is implied the need to share 
with the world the message of Good 
News that God has come in Christ to 
reconcile the world unto Himself. The 
command is to " go tell. " The content of 
the message is that God cares. The 
intention is that there might be some 
response to the message in terms of 
commitment. 

It has never been easy to take this 
task seriously, although there have 
been times when it has been popular. 
Call s to evangelize come from time to 
time from the courts and council s of the 
Church . (Is it part of a cycle: steward
ship, chari smatics and liturgies all 
come with their emphases and their 
followers jump on the band wagon for 
it is important to be part of the latest "i n 
thing" ecclesiastica lly.) What makes it 
more difficult today for some is that we 
live in a community in conflict and that 
poses additional problems. Band wa
gons do not roll so freely when there 

are bomb scares. But we must take the 
ca ll seriously if we are to be Christ's 
people in today's world . 

One of the popular errors of recent 
times has been to substitute methods of 

make them well nigh impossible? That 
is part of the community in conflict 
situation in which some of us have to 
learn to I ive. 

evangelism for the thing itself-just as it To analyze the message of the 
is thought to appoint a commission is evangelist is often to concentrate on a 
the same thing as doing the job. The kind of preaching that speaks of the 
late D. T. Nil es used to say that Cross and the doctrine behind it, 
" evangelism is one needy beggar tell- namely the Atonement. The man who 
ing another needy beggar where they proclaims that message, so long as he 
may both get bread. " What becomes emphasizes its efficacy and does not 
increasingly clear is that there are many ask people to face the implications of it 
ways in which this can be done. It does in a life-style, will be sure of the 
not always take the same form . The listening ear and the expression of 
news can be shared in many different approval. But is it enough to speak of a 
ways and using varied techniques. But Cross without that which precedes it? 
what is the heart of it? Can we speak of Calvary without 

To some the message is proclamation remembering Bethlehem. Can we 
alone. Thus the emphasis in mass speak of the Atonement without the 
evangelism on the " preached Word". Incarnation ? In speaking of that we 
To others there is the emphasis of the accept not the fairy-tale Christmas but 
"shared Word" which expresses itse lf the shattering truth of " the Word be-
in personal or visitation evangelism. coming flesh and dwelling amongst 
What if people will not listen or do not us." The implication of that truth is as 
want to be ca lled upon? What if the disturbing as it is delightful. We be-
structures in which these things are come lyrical and sing about it. Perhaps 
usually done do not apply any longer or if we thought about its meaning we 
there is so much social di sruption as to would not be quite so glib about it. The 
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"We speak much of 
reconciliation. It is 

easier to speak of it 
than to be the 

reconciler." 

"\ to ... . 

;:.~ ' . ......... . 

A center for reconciliation in Northern 
Ireland is Corrymeela, where Catholics and 

Protestants are brought together under 
Christian auspices. 

good news had to be spelled out by 
God's involvement in the mess man 
had made. He did not abandon that 
mess. He came into it. No wonder this 
led ultimately to a Cross. How could it 
do otherwise? 

The cradle preceded the Cross and in 
between was a message which has to 
be taken seriously as the events which 
marked His path. Perhaps it is here we 
see the method of getting the message 
over-the word must become flesh in 
us and the cost of that will always be a 
cross. But that appeals not. We would 
prefer it on the cheap. But salvation 
does not come that way. Before people 
will believe in a theology of atonement 
they have to see a theology of incarna
tion . It is only as the word becomes 
flesh that they begin to understand. 

There is much talk today of the 
problem of communication . What 
would conferences do if they did not 
have a " problem" to discuss? God had 
the same problem. But He did some
thing about it. Thus when He wanted to 
bridge the gu If between Himself and 
estranged man He spoke not just 
through the voice of nature or of the 
prophets but He identified with us and 
so the break-through comes. We know 
when we survey not just Calvary but 
Bethlehem as well that at the heart of 
the universe is a God who cares. He 
does not only say it. He shows it. It is 
through this way that man begins to 
dimly understand. How can we expect 
that it wi II be otherwise for us if we are 
to share with fragmented society that 
the God message is still the same? We 
may speak it but they will not heed it. 
When they see it at least they wi II know 
what it is. 

If this is the theological content of the 
message it is important to study the 
methodology of the Master to help it 
come alive. He always began where 
people were. He respected their indi
viduality . He recognized their sensitiv
ity. He acknowledged their innate dig-
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nity. Always there was an offer, never 
the forced response. 

We speak much of reconciliation . It 
is easier to speak of it than to be the 
reconciler. Reconciliation is not costly 
where there is no conflict. When there 
is confli ct, then the incarnation be
comes a disturbing reality and the Cross 
a bloody, awful way of life. And yet can 
it ever be otherwise for the people who 
take the Savior seriously? 

Evangelism must be Christ-centered 
in its theology and its techniques . 
When it is less than that it is 
spurious-no matter how successful or 
popular it may be. When evangelism is 
that it will be costly-but at least it will 
relate to the needs of real people where 
they are. 

The end result of this will always be 
to make disciples. Maybe not the mass 
movements but those who seeing and 
believing respond by belonging and 
becoming. When the principles have 
been accepted , then the practice can 
be worked out. The areas of human 
need and human life are those into 
which the word must become 
exemplified in flesh. 

It is never easy to do this and it 
becomes more difficult still in conflict 
but it is only as we enter into the 
fellowship of His sufferings that we can 
also enter into the power of His 
resurrection . Perhaps the reason we 
know so little of the latter is because we 
are not prepared to pay the price of the 
former . It is the totality of the Christ' s 
life, birth, message, method and death 
that we understand how evangelism 
becomes not an optional extra in the 
life of the people of God but its way of 
life when conflict has taken over from 
normality and become an accepted 
cu I tu re pattern. Such for some of us is 
the scene where we live and move and 
have our being. And yet from the midst 
of it the Irish Church is gaining the right 
to speak to a world more on the edge of 
a precipice than perhaps it realizes. • 
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The belief that mi ss ion ought to begin 
at one's own doorstep has spurred 

First United Methodist Church in 
downtown Anderson, Indiana, to de
velop a variety of missional programs 
that are projecting Christian concern 
into the heart of a city. While there is 
nothing out of the ordinary about any of 
the 18 programs individually, the way 
they are coordinated through a unique 
outreach council makes this church ' s 
mi ssion particularly creative and effec
tive. 

Recently I looked in on several of the 
programs. At Caboodle Club, an after
school ministry for 40 elementary chil
dren living within walking distance of 
the sanctuary, one group displayed owl 
wall hangings they had made from jute 
and beads. Built around interest groups, 
the " club" allows kids to learn basics in 
such crafts, arts, and ski 11 s as sewing, 
ballet dancing, carpentry, slide
production, wire sculpture, and rock 
polishing. 

Caboodle was started four years ago 
when the church realized that many 
children live in the neighborhood but 
none were members of its church 
school. Conversations with downtown 
school principal s led to a program 
designed to reach local children, most 
of whom come from school to a home 
where no adults are present. 

At mid-day, Monday through Friday, 
a senior citizen luncheon at First 
Church provides tasty hot meals for 25 
elderly persons, many with meager 
incomes and some without families. 
Inaugurated this year, the luncheon's 
goal is to offer nutrition and activity for 
lonely senior downtowners. Coopera
tion with the Indiana Council on Aging 
makes it possible to provide meals on a 
free-will basis. Each person pays only 
what he or she can afford, and no 
questions are asked. 

Doorstep Ministries 

One of the church's " doorstep minis
tries" of long-standing is the Peter Pan 
program for 15 pre-school retarded 
children. Begun years ago when a 
church member was looking for an 
activity for her retarded son, Peter Pan 
is the only group of its kind in town . 
Now it is operated in cooperation with 
the county Association of Retarded 
Children and meets daily from 8:30 
a.m. to 2 :30 p.m. in the church gym
nasium and a classroom set aside for 
the activity. 

In a separate ministry, First Church 
provides day care for 62 pre-school 
children of the community. Five days a 

beginning at 
one's doorstep 
First United Methodist Church, 
Anderson, Indiana By Newman Cryer 

Programs of the Outreach Council include 
the Caboodle Club, an afternoon program 
for neighborhood children, and lunches for 
older people. James E. Lantz (right), an 
associate minister, works with the Council. 
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Meals for the day care center, 
a nearby day care center and 

the senior citizen luncheons are 
prepared in the church kitchen. 

week, from 6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., the 
center offers care on a sliding-scale-fee 
basis according to parents' ability to 
pay. The program is administered by 
Family Services of Madison County, 
with facilities and nourishing mid-day 
meals furnished by the church . 

First Church kitchen turns out 125 
hot meals daily for the day care center, 
the retarded program, and the day care 
center of nearby Park Place United 
Methodist Church. 

The outreach mission of First Church 
is a studied effort to implement minis
tries to the hungry, the stranger, the 
ill-clothed, the sick, and the prisoner. 
The spirit of the congregation's out
reach is expressed in four stained glass 
windows placed opposite the sanctuary 
to be seen by members as they leave 
worship. Installed recently, although 
the building was occupied 12 years 
ago, these windows are reminders of 
"the challenge to live in the real world 

puts it. Appointed to the staff in 1971 , 
he was given responsibility to nourish 
and expand an existing outreach con-
cern. 

The church at that time was involved 
in a high level of giving to a building 
program. A conscious effort was made 
to develop new missional programs 
which could excite the congregation 
about transferring some of its effort and 
funds to missional outreach as their 
building debt was paid off. Mr. Lantz 
was brought to the staff to guide this 
transition. 

The outreach council was formed to 
coordinate the work of three major 
work areas covering evangelism, social 
concerns, and mission. The council 
helps avoid overlapping and duplica
tion and relates the concerns of any one 
of the work areas to those of the other 
two. 

An Open Door Policy 

according to acts of faith described in As part of its mi ss ional outreach 
Matthew 25 ." thrust, the church a few years ago set a 

"I feel strongly that al l our mission policy of opening its building to any 
activities grow out of the struggle of our community group with a need for a 
outreach council to learn what it means meeting place. Among groups taking 
to be Christian in today's world," is the advantage of thi s policy are the Ameri-
way the Rev. James E. Lantz, associate can Association for Retired Persons, the 
minister who works with the council, March of Dimes loca l organization, the 
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Anderson Chamber Orchestra, the 
Friendly Club (senior citizens), and Boy 
Scout groups. No charges are made 
except when meetings create extra 
expense for the church, for example, 
when janitorial service is needed fol
lowing a Saturday night meeting. 

Mr. Lantz says the building-use pol
icy " is one of our greatest outreach 
ministries." It has been a key factor in 
expanding downtown involvement 
with the community in a time when 
inner city churches are dwindling in 
membership and influence. The Ander
son church, too, has suffered member
ship attrition during the past decade but 
now intentionally tries to minister in the 
surrounding neighborhood . 

Eight outreach ministries take place 
within the church building and 10 
others elsewhere, some in cooperation 
with other church and community 
groups. Last year $3 ,500 was given in 
direct aid to persons in need. In another 
program, a social work major at Ander
son College who works on the church 
staff part-time as an action volunteer 
(similar to a domestic Peace Corps 
volunteer) assists persons in getting 
needed funds from other community 
agencies . The volunteer also works 
with Caboodle Club and the senior 
luncheon. 

An Income Tax Service 

An unusual program for a church is 
an income tax service which was 
added this year. It is directed by a 
member of the church who became 
interested in taking the course offered 
by the Volunteer Income Tax Assis
tance program of the Internal Revenue 
Service. She assists low-income and 
senior citizens with their tax forms. 

In another of its " doorstep" pro
grams, the church opened its gym
nasium three years ago to students of a 
downtown elementary school which 
has no gym of its own. 

Among the ten programs outside the 
First Church building are an ecumeni
cal retirement apartment complex 
called Harter House, a county venereal 
disease clinic, Meals on Wheels, a 
24-hour crisis telephone ministry, 
camp scholarships for welfare families 
and retarded youths and adults, a 
migrant ministry, and a home for girls. 
The women of First Church have oper
ated the girls' home for many years. 

First Church joined with 17 congre
gations, including five other local 
United Methodist churches, to con
struct Harter House. The 99-apartment 
complex was financed entirely with 
local funds. 
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The church recentl y financed print
ing of a 12-page booklet entitled " What 
Is the Law?" which has been distributed 
to junior high students in all Anderson 
Community Schools by an agency 
ca ll ed Helping Hands. A letter of 
appreciation from the organization 's 
secretary stated, in part, " I am greatly 
touched by the variety and number of 
outreach projects that First Church is 
involved in and the commitment of 
your people to serve the community." 

Raising the Funds 

Funds for all outreach mini stri es are 
rai sed outside the regular budget 
through special offerings at Easter and 
Christmas and gifts of persons in
terested in particular mini stries. Thi s 
year's expenditures for outreach wi II 
total more than $19,000 and will be in 
addition to $66,000 which the church 
rai ses for World Service and Confer
ence obligations. 

First Church does get criticism from 
some within the congregation about 
specific outreach programs-"they are 
not needed," " government funds could 
handle it," or " it gets our building 
dirty. " To combat this, Mr. Lantz and 
others do a lot of listening to com
plaints. 

" We never try to make critics appear 
as 'bad guys,'" Mr. Lantz says. " Fre
quently the criticism comes because 
people are not aware of the real intent 
of a particular program." As a result the 
church works hard in a public relations 
effort to tell the full story of its outreach 
ministries. 

Anderson First Church leaders see 
their doorstep mini stries as only the 
beginning of a mi ss ion whi ch extends 
across the nation and around the world. 
Sensing the transition from mi ssionary 
leadership to national leadership over
seas, the church recentl y engaged a 
field staff representative of th e Board of 
Global Ministries to meet with nine key 
groups in the congregation during an 
intensive two-day schedule to discuss 
new directions for mi ss ion in the 
1970s, both at home and abroad. 

Evaluation of the field representative 
was that Anderson First Church " has an 
unusually creative involvement in mi s
sion outreach." The dialog sess ions 
with key local leaders is symboli c of the 
type of miss ional planning taking pl ace 
in a local church which believes that 
charity begins at home and extends 
around the world. • 

Newman Cryer is director of Indiana United 
Methodist Communications . 

Children's activities (top) 
include a day care center, 
the Caboodle Club and the 
Peter Pan program. Any 
person over 65 may get lunch 
(below) on a free-will-offering 
basis. Mrs. Alberta Bowman 
(left) took training to qualify 
her as a volunteer tax 
assistance director. Volunteer 
Pam Jomard (bottom) assists a 
community resident with 
emergency aid. 



A Continuing 
Legacy 
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" The United Methodist Church 

conti nues to believe that committed 

persons keep the church faithful 
to the task of mission." 
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by Charles H. Germany 

On June 9 I attended a Memorial 
Servi ce in St. Clair Shores, Michigan, 
for Dr. Glen Eschtruth , the United 
Methodist mi ss ionary killed in turmoil 
in southern Zaire. The service paid 
tribute to the dedicated life and work of 
a gifted missionary. It was, at the same 
time, an occasion to reflect on the long 
history of mission of the United 
Methodist Church . 

Melville Beveridge Cox, the first 
missionary to Africa of the former 
Methodist Church, embarked for 
Liberia in 1832. For seven years before 
hi s departure he fought a battle with 
tuberculosis. For a time he managed a 
bookstore, then edited a weekly reli
gious journal. He next offered himself 
to the Virginia Annual Conference, and 
was assigned to a pastorate in Raleigh . 
Physical exhaustion and pain forced his 
resignation in less than one year. 
Strange as it may seem, he then offered 
himself to his church for missionary 
service. Stranger still , he was accepted. 

We today may look back on the 
temperament of Cox as melodramatic. 
We most certainly would consider The 
Young Men's Missionary Society of 
New York, who sponsored him sick as 
he was, irresponsible. Cox died in 
Africa approximately seven months 
after his arrival. Even so, we recognize 
that persons with his commitment are 
necessary for the building of a better 
world . Theirs is the passion that the 
vision of the Kingdom and hope in 
Jesus Christ be offered to humankind as 
meaning for their lives and societies. 
Glen Eschtruth was in this tradition. 

The United Methodist Church con
tinues to believe that committed per
sons keep the church faithful to the task 
of mission. Political events such as in 
Zaire may modify the goal. The impor
tant thing is the intention. 

Why Missionaries Are Fewer 

The decline in numbers of mis
sionaries in recent years has caused 
concern across the church. How does 
one understand the decline? Our 
church had a large number of mis
sionaries when younger churches and 
nations were dependent. That era has 
ended. 
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Parts of our world, though not all 
formerly major fields of United 
Methodist work, are now closed, nota
bly China, North Korea, Vietnam and 
Burma. Vi sas for mi ss ionari es are in
creasingl y difficult to secure for India, 
Malaysia and Indonesia. Changing cir
cumstances in places such as Rhodesia 
and southern Zaire are affecting the 
mi ssionary presence. 

Alongside po liti ca l rea liti es lie 
changes within co ll eague churches. 
There is a greater resolve to see trained 
national leadership in places of respon
sibility. Changes such as these have 
brought "career anxiety" to many mi s
sionaries, resulting in a high rate of 
attrition . 

Overarching the disturbing aspects of 
the changing context of missionary 
service, the church is now a reality in 
every country to which the World 
Division of the United Methodist Board 
of Global Mini stries is related, present 
and clearl y in control of its life and 
ministry. 

The question is often asked, why is 
the number of missionaries of conserva
tive, so-called evangeli ca l societies 
growing? The answer focuses on thi s 

matter of church. The large growth in 
missionaries of these societies is pre
dominantly a post-World War II 
phenomenon. Electing not to build on 
church foundations already estab
li shed, the societi es in many places 
continu e as " missions." At a later 
point, I believe, these societies wi ll 
experi ence an end of an era as their 
newly estab lished churches grow to
ward se lf-determination. Forces of na
tional se lf-determination may not give 
them much time. 

Growth of National Leadership 

Let us ce lebrate the growth of trained 
leadership in the Christian com
muniti es of Africa, Asia, the South 
Pacif ic, Lati n America and the Carib
bean, even as they fi ll mi ss ionary 
places. The Crusade Scholarship pro
gram of The United Methodist Church 
has played a significant role, educati ng 
over 2,000 persons in the past three 
decades. 

A study of the South India Annual 
Conference of the Methodist Church in 
Southern Asia illuminates the change 
from mi ss ionary to national leadership . 
In 1948, of 44 ordained mini sters in the 

Communion service at a missionary conference. 

conference, 32 were nationals and 12 
missionari es. Twenty-four years later, 
of 89 ordained mini sters, onl y three 
were missionari es. Simil arl y, in 1948, 
missionaries headed nine of 10 pri nci
pal institutions and commi ttees; by 
1972 , only one mi ssionary was in 
charge. 

In Africa, a remarkable leadership 
role is being played by persons trained 
by the church . Bishop Abel Muzorewa 
of Rhodesia has written : " In Rhodesia 
the first African doctor, the first theolo
gian with a Ph .D., the first Afr ican 
woman to graduate from a uni versi ty, 
the first African bishop, were al I pro
duced by The United Methodist Church 
. . . Over 90 percent of all the people 
w ho are leaders in any meaningful 
organization in Africa south of the 
Sahara are products of the church ." 

Finall y, though the mainline mis
sionary movement from West to East 
and South has declined, a Spirit-guided 
counter-balanci ng movement is grow
ing. Persons from churches in Afri ca, 
Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean 
are, by invitation, cross ing national 
boundaries to serve through other 
churches. 
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"This is no time 
to conclude that 

retrenchment in 
world mission is 

the order of 
the day." 

Thi s is no time to conclude that 
retrenchment in world mission is the 
order of the day for The United 
Methodist Church. The challenge and 
responsibility of world mission is too 
great for thi s. The World Division has 
voted to have a minimum of 1,000 
persons in mission by 1980, an in
crease of approximately 200 over the 
1976 figure. But new forms of mission 
and a changing profile of the mission
ary community are evident. 

and/or the agency sponsoring the pro
gram, for a renewable term of three to 
five years. Funds come from the United 
Methodist Women 's Pledge to Mission, 
World Service and Advance Special 
giving. The goal is to build self-support 
during the cooperative programs. 

This new mission interaction enables 
the Gospel to be heard in areas where 
U .S. missionaries cannot go, such as 
Angola, as well as allowing overseas 
churches to search for the exact skill 

Among the missionaries now serving in Japan are David and Etsu Reid (above) and Douglas 
and Robin McArthur (left). 

A Changing Personnel Profile 

In 1975, 58 national workers were 
part of the World Division community; 
by 1976, 127 and the number is 
growing. National workers include pas
tors in Angola, Liberia, Mozambique 
and India, a social worker in Latin 
America, a Christian literature program 
manager in Mexico, seminary profes
sors in Rhodesia and Costa Rica, a 
Korean coordinator of urban industrial 
mission. 

Of these nationals, approximately 
one third work in countries other than 
their own, called nationals in interna
tional service, for example, a Korean 
Christian educator in Japan and a 
Japanese agriculturist in India. 

Financial support from The United 
Methodist Church is directed not to the 
national workers but to the church 

needed and the most effective language 
and national and racial identity. The 
Rhodesian on the faculty of Epworth 
Theological Seminary in Salisbury 
makes possible both an Africanization 
of the staff and the theology. Overseas 
churches look for the same Christian 
character, faith and commitment in 
international persons in mission as they 
do in U.S. missionaries. 

If the impression has been communi
cated that there will no longer be a 
place for the North American mission
ary, the impression needs to be cor
rected . Churches and agencies over
seas desire their continued presence. 
Looking ahead, there may be a reduc
tion in the number of missionaries in 
some areas, an increase in others-as 
determined by the World Division and 
colleague churches. 
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New Opportunities for U.S. 
Missionaries 

ewly independent Mozambique 
has just invited missionari es to teach at 
the Bible School at Cambine and at 
Ricatla School of Theology and to act 
as administrative ass istant to Bi shop 
Penicela, who has been paralyzed from 
the neck down since an auto accident a 
year ago. The church in Zaire wants a 
missionary couple to coordinate ad
ministration of the former mi ss ion 
schools which the government has 
returned to the churches. After a period 
of missionary withdrawal and reapprai
sal , the church in Uruguay has re
quested a pastoral couple for church. 
renewal and development. 

Missionaries are being invited to 
pioneering tasks, such as training ag
ricultural developers in Nigeria and 
strengthening lay and clergy evangelists 
in Sierra Leone. Other missionaries will 
help carry traditional programs freeing 
national workers for new ministries. 

Of the minimum of 1,000 persons in 
mission the World Division plans to 
have by 1980, 750 will be U.S. mis
sionaries, about 100 more than at 
present. Emphasis is being placed upon 
recruiting ethnic minority persons, who 
have never been significant in the 
missionary movement, and single wo
men, whose once-major role has de
clined as women have found better 
jobs and pay at horn~. . 

New experimental short-term service 
opportunities (a term is usually three 
years) with flexible salary support ar
rangements will make it possible for a 
larger number of persons to share in 
world mission. A new mission intern 
program is currently preparing 20 
young persons to deal with human 
rights needs overseas, then return h.ome 
and continue work on human rights 
issues. Under the seminary intern pro
ject, four students from Perkins School 
of Theology in Dallas will in 1978 do a 
year's field education in Liberia, work
ing with the annual conference there 
and the Gbanga School of Theology. As 
part of its mission interaction program 
for ethnic minority persons, the World 
Division is helping two black youths to 
join a study seminar in Africa spo~
sored by the Virginia and Georgia 
Conferences. Plans approved but not 
fully defined with colleague churches 
include a program to send persons 
abroad at subsistence levels and a 
program in the area of church de
velopment and outreach. 

1.tt1 
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An Openness to Receive 

A disposition to receive from others 
augurs a new future in miss ion service. 
We deeply believe churches overseas 
can help us although we may not know 
in advance-or be prepared to accept 
at first-what others feel we will need. 
A number of annual conferences have 
invited persons from the Third World to 
be missionaries in residence for a year. 

Federico Pagura, former Methodist 
bishop of Costa Rica and Panama, once 
wrote a litany which every missionary 
and church needs to ponder. It con
cludes: " If you are not able, with true 
abnegation, to separate the eternal 
World of the Gospel rom the cultural 
molds in which you brought it to these 
lands and even taught it, Missionary Go 
Home. 

"But if you are wi 11 i ng to share the 
risks and pains of this hour of birth 
through which our people are living, 
even denying yourself; if you begin to 
rejoice with them because of the joy of 
feeling that the Gospel is not only 
announcement and affirmation of a 
remote hope, but of a hope and 
deliberation that is already transform
ing history; if you are willing to put 
more of your time, of your values, of 
your life at the service of these peo.ples 
who are awakening, then stay, since 
there is much to be done and hands 
and blood are needed for such an 
immense enterprise in which Christ is 
pioneer and protagonist. " • 

Rev. Charles H . Germany is assistant 
general secretary for program administra
tion, World Division, BOCM, and a former 
miss ionary. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pita, Brazil, served as persons 
in mission in Angola. 

"A disposition to 
receive from others 
augurs a new future 

, I I 

in mission service. 
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A NEIGHBORHOOD Kr~~~~ 
KNOWS WHAT IT WAITS 
wast Sida commun11v House, c1ava1and, Ohio 



~------
Jhe meeting room in the office of the 

City Traffic Engi neer in Cleveland, 
Ohio, barely accommodates a dozen 
persons. Squeezed around the table on 
a recent afternoon were four young 
men from the Near West Side 
neighborhood, appearing with Joe Gar
cia, director of the West Side Commu
nity House (WSCH), and Karen Kor
disch, WSCH Community Organizer, 
to meet Cleveland Traffi c Engineer 
Clyde Scott, and Rosemary Lewis of the 
Cleveland Community Development 
Department. Feelings were running 
high. The faces reflected in the bounce 
light from the slides appearing on the 
wall were intense. 

The slide was a map of Ohio City and 
its environs, an area of Cleveland just 
west of the Cuyahoga River along Lake 
Erie. Its population is close to 55,000, 
almost evenly divided between 
Spanish-speaking, Appalachian and 
ethnic European except for a five 
percent black population and about 
2,500 American Indians. The area is 
poor, working class with a large 
number of transients and a high rate of 
crime. Here the janitors, secretaries, 
and assembly line workers of the city 
live in the distinctive but run-down old 
homes built by the German and Iri sh 
immigrants of the 19th century. A 
recent spate of young profess ional 
middle-class whites have been bu ying 
up and re-doing the old homes. 

Though there is hostility between the 
old and new residents, it is this mix of 
working class and professional persons 
that Joe Garcia has organized for " a 
project we can win so we can learn to 
trust each other." The project is "street 
closings", and it has brought thi s 
neophyte group with its carefully re
hearsed presentation before two city 
officials. 

" We want to close off 28th Street at 
Vestry down to a seven-foot single-car 
lane," says a young salesman with an 
x-ray supply company. " We have these 
old cars cruising up and down alleys 
and streets scouting out places for 
burglaries. One way to stop that is to 
make speeding imposs ible and let the 
neighbors get a look at who is coming 
through." 

An attorney continues: " We want to 
make triangular corner areas, using 
telephone poles with reflectorizers for 
fences and adding benches and shrub
bery. We want to put up two to test th e 
concept. " 

Traffic engineer Scott parries the 

Joe Garcia, executive director, (standing) chats with program director Paul Buccino. 

issue: " Those blockades enrage 
people. They ram them deliberately, 
back up and ram them agai n. I have a 
legal obligati on to keep the streets 
open, in repair and free from nuisance. 
And I don't intend to lose my career 
over negligence on duty. " 

A phys ical therapi st produces a sheaf 
of pages with signatures. " When you 
have this many people interested in a 
project like th is you ca n't ca ll it a 
nui sance, it's a value. We've talked 
with the merchants, institutions, visited 
hundreds of homes-if we want this 
neighborhood to survive, we need 
people buying back in and providing a 
tax base." 

A mechanic with a Volkswagon 
dealer continues angrily, " We've got 
people livi ng in this area who need 
encouragement from the city to be safe. 
Our crime isn't going to be stopped by 
police, but by neighbors w ho are going 
to ask, "What are you doing up on my 
porch ? If we block off the streets, the 
neighbors ca n check everyone coming 
in ." 

Rosemary Lewis flatly rejects the 
proposa l. " We can 't do this administra
tively and legislatively-it' s impossible. 
It would require action by the full 

counci l"-a statement challenged effi
ciently and knowledgably by Karen 
Kordisch . 

The meeting ends inconclusively, 
and the WSCH Committee on Street 
Closings meets on the front steps of the 
Municipal Building to plan the next 
step in their strategy. Careful assess
ment of experience for people who 
have never dealt with the bueaucracy 
before is part of Ms. Kordish ' s assign
ment as Community Organizer at 
WSCH. 

The West Side Community House 
considers its portfolio to be the initia
tion and support of social action proj
ects at the same time it delivers social 
services. Director Joe Garcia, who has 
the force and dignity of his ancestors 
(his grandfather left Spain when he 
found himself " on the wrong side of the 
revolution"), explains. 

" We can 't so lve the problems of our 
neighborhoods with $460,000 worth of 
services," he says, " and that's our 
budget. What we can do is use some of 
that to organize our people to push for 
police protection, good schools, better 
housing, safe streets. We want to create 
an atmosphere that our neighborhood 
has some control over its own destiny." 



WSCH is a chunky four-story br ick 
house set down on the corner of Bridge 
and West Thi rt ieth across from Hecks 
restaurant drawi ng lunch customers 
from dow ntown (" You get a $3.50 
hamburger there and a free three
course meal across the street," says Mr. 
Garcia. Of course they don' t l ike some 
of the people we bring in here-chiefl y 
the teen-agers and th e dereli cts.") 

Th e teen-agers, 35 strong, mostl y 
black and Puerto Rican, meet in th e 
basement of the house from six to ten 
two nights a week. The dereli cts, along 
wi th the elderl y, si ngle parent families 
and the handicapped, are fed Friday 
and Saturday nights-the program 
funded with surplus food from th e 
Department of Agriculture and money 
al lotted from the Cleveland Distri ct of 
the Un ited Methodist M etropolitan 
Mission and from Catholi c Hunger 
Funds. 

The elderl y also meet for luncheon 
and recreation programs in the Friend
ship Center on the first fl oor where the 
dining room and kitchens are put to use 
day after day. 

On the second floor is the day care 
center fo r 50 chi ldren and at 3 :00 p.m. 
the after-school program-arts and 
cra fts and music indoors while the 
outdoor playground fi ll s up with 
baseball or basketball teams. 

On the third floor are offi ces for staff, 
for an employment counselor and for 
the two social w ork counselors, who 
meet wi th neighborhood youth and 
their parents on a week to week 
counseling basis and manage the Juve
ni le Court Diversion Project whi ch 
works with 55 offenders from the 
Juvenile Justi ce System. 

The top floor at WSCH is rented to 
the West Side Mental Center for day 
services and the Cleveland Board of 
Education for an Adult Education Pro
gram. 

But much of WSCH work begins in 
the house and works out through the 
neighborhood-consumer advocacy, 
housing repairs, recreation service, 
health service, bail bond funding, etc. 
The program reaches approximately 
8,000 people a year with its full-time 
staff of 25 (one a United Methodist 
deaconess, a former missionary to 
Korea), its ten VISTA workers super
vised by WSCH , and the twelve addi
tional staff added in summer for out-of
town camp and in-city recreation pro
grams. 

The after-school programs include arts and crafts and music indoors and sports at the 
outdoors playground. 

WSCH was founded in 1904 as a 
Methodist Episcopal Deaconess Home 
to serve the immigrants coming from 
Western Europe. Today the National 
Divi sion of the Board of Global Minis
tries of the United Methodist Church 
supports WSCH by $14,000 a year. 
Income from the bequest of a United 
Methodist layman brings in $26,000 a 
year, and the United Methodist Met
ropolitan Mission of the Cleveland 
District gives another $7,500. Cleve
land' s United Torch Fund allocates 
$100,000 to the house and $250,000 
comes from contracts with the govern
ment through which WSCH delivers 
federal or county government services. 

" I have a lot of respect for those 
Methodist deaconesses who started this 
house," says Mr. Garcia. " It was a 
radical idea to allow women to work 
fifty years ago when the deaconesses 
began the day care center which still 
exists here. They were able to do it 
because they were sensitive to the 
needs of the area. We hope we' re 
carrying on that tradition ." 

On the belief that a neighborhood 
knows what it needs and it is up to the 
agency to get that information from 
them, the staff enters into dialogue. 
After that dialogue, if the perception is 
that the issue is right, WSCH proceeds. 
If the perception is that the issue is 
wrong, usually it goes no further, unless 
WSCH feels accountable to the 
neighborhood in a larger way. 

Karen Kordisch points out, for exam
ple, that if a vote were taken in the 
neighborhood to desegregate the 
schools at the present time, the vote 
would be against it. But the agency 
took a position on the issue as a board 
and a staff in 1975 and it is a 
non-negotiable item. 

Federal Judge Frank Batisti in 1975 
ordered the desegregation of the Cleve
land School System. The issue was 
appealed last September to the district 
court of Cincinnati where it will shortly 
be argued. The near West Side is very 
involved because most of its schools on 
the west side of the Cuyahoga River are 
white while most on the east side in the 
Hough area are black. The question of 
" pairing" schools, clustering them, de
veloping " magnet schools" , or redraw
ing boundaries has many persons in an 
uproar. 

WSCH issued a policy statement 
saying they would obey the law, would 
use their resources to assure the safety 
of their children and represent the 
interests of their neighbors-taking 
them to the school board and to the 
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judge to make sure they were heard . 
Meeting twi ce a month, parents, 

neighborhood groups, clergy and 
agency directors formulated thirteen 
requests of what they wanted in a state 
and city plan to desegregate the 
schools, and recently -delivered the 
document to the school board . 

WSCH has also been working with 
the network of settlement houses in 
Cleveland, whose staffs know and trust 
each other personally. The intent is to 
pair neighborhood houses together, 
where children are being paired to go 
to school. For instance, if a child is sent 
to school in the Hough area, the 
settlement house in Hough would 
orient and receive the children and 
look out for their security. WSCH on 
the west side would do the same for the 
Hough children. This summer on four 
occasions, parents and children from 
WSCH are taken to the Bell Neighbor
hood Center, which is a settlement 
house in Hough, for a luncheon, a walk 
through the neighborhood and a look at 
the schools the children may be attend
ing in the fall. On four other days, 
parents and children from Hough came 
to the West Side Community House to 
return the visit. 

Before the desegregation issue came 
to the fore, WSCH had been working 
with the school board on the high rate 
of truancy in the near West Side. In many 
cases parents were blamed for the 
truancy when they knew nothing about 
it. Under pressure from the neighbor
hoods and in a series of meetings where 
provable statistics were presented, 

- WSCH helped to develop a new policy 
which included the hiring of 24 new 
truant officers and notification of par
ents of truants within 72 hours. 

The community house was in a 
position to perceive the problems be
cause its social work counselors are 
dealing with juveniles and their 
families. Originally parents brought 
their children to the counselors be
cause they thought they couldn't man
age them. Now the problems are more 
serious ones. Often a boy will become 
a truant, perhaps for weeks on end with 
no intention of returning to school, and 
it will be found that he is involved in 
burglary. 

Most crimes on the near West Side 
are committed by poor people against 
poor people, and twenty percent of the 
neighborhood is below the poverty 
level. One-third of the population in 
1970 made less than $6,000; another 
third between $6,000 and $9,000 and 
the rest under $15,000. 

At the other end of the age scale are meals and recreation programs for the elderly. 

For two years WSCH operated a 
Victims Assistance Loan Fund for the 
victims of the hundreds of everyday 
robberies, burglaries, assaults and ar
sons that occur, but thi s was finally 
abandoned for lack of funds. 

A second program begun about the 
same time has proven much more 
successful-the WSCH Housi ng Repair 
and Rehabilitation program. Providing 
free home repairs and exterior house 
painting to the elderly, handicapped 
and low-income single-parent families 
in the area, the work is done by VISTA 
and county Manpower workers. 

The whole question of housing on 
the near West Side has been compli 
cated by " redlining" -the practice by 
Savings and Loans companies of red
penciling an area which seems to be a 
bad financial risk and refu sing to invest 
in the neighborhood no matter what the 

financial background of the person 
requesting the loan. Thus when parents 
die and ch ildren try to se l I the home
stead, they are unable to do so. They 
rent instead but put no money into the 
property. Over five or ten years the 
house deteriorates. The renters move 
out, alcoholics move in , drug addicts 
move in and beat up the alcoho lics. 
Shortly thereafter the house burns. On 
one block near WSCH five houses or 
apartments burned within the past year. 
Commercial buildings, the neighbors 
believe, are deliberatel y " torched" so 
insurance can be coll ected . Private 
dwellings may be fired accidentally or 
by "a rson squads" as rumor has it. 
Speculators follow the fires and may 
obtai n the property for as I itt le as the 
$500 owed on taxes. 

WSCH has been involved in a cam
paign against red lining. Neighborhood 



representatives went to ACT-an orga
nization of 85 agencies in Cleveland 
called Active Clevelanders Together
and the agency sanctioned and sup
ported their subsequent activity. 

On the near West Side there are eight 
Savings and Loans companies with ten 
branches. " We believe," says Mr. Gar
cia, " that a Savings and Loan company 
should put back into neighborhoods in 
the form of mortgages the same amount 
that it gets out of a neighborhood in 
savings. We have all these compan ies 
here because our people save in them. 
And we have a significant number of 
people who have paid off their 
·mortgages because they have lived in 
their houses for 20-30 years and have 
maybe $5-10,000 in the bank. But if 
they go to sell their home they can't get 
back the $10-20,000 they may have 

A committee meets with the city traffic 
engineer (below). A day care program is 

another WSCH activity (above). 

paid for it. They can't get anything back 
because no one can get a mortgage to 
buy it. 

" Meanwhile their $5,000 in the bank 
may be going to a suburban community 
where young coup les are buying 
houses for $35,000 with only $2,000 in 
savings. So their money is being ex
ported to the suburbs and they are 
allowing the Savings and Loan com
panies to redline their neighborhood 
and devalue their houses with their 
own money." 

Mr. Garcia believes that if Savings 
and Loans were required to put back 
even fifty percent of the savings they 
gain as mortgage money in the same 
census track or zip code area, whole 
neighborhoods could be rebuilt. 

" When I came to this job three 
and-a-half years ago, I thought the 
cities could not be rebuilt, that the 
suburbs were the future," says Mr. 
Garcia. " But I no longer believe that. 
There are many neighborhoods like 
ours in the U.S. which could be totally 

rebuilt with just fifty percent from the 
Savings and Loans. We have increased 
the flow of mortgage money here by 
100 percent as a result of two-and-a
half years of organizing our neighbor
hood. " 

"Organizing" to Mr. Garcia means 
to build on the strengths of the people 
you're organizing and against the 
weaknesses of your adversaries. He 
points out, however, that his agenda is 
not discord, but solutions. So once a 
firm begins to negotiate in good faith, 
the atmosphere is disciplined, busi
nesslike, and word goes out that the 
firm is concerned and should be re
spected . Meanwhile, poor people, 
working people are learning these 
techniques and gaining confidence in 
their ability to influence life. " If poor 
men can go into a fancy office where 
the professionals I ive, demand some
thing and get it," says Garcia, "then 
they wi II fight tomorrow with the 
sanitation department to pick up gar
bage because they no longer feel 
hopeless, and they won't tolerate 
what's happening to their children in 
the school system, but will go see the 
principal and not be deterred by his tie 
and jacket." 

WSCH does social services so people 
can get through today and tomorrow. It 
does social action to make the dream of 
tomorrow a reality. It helps maintain 
life for people who could not make it 
otherwise within the community at the 
same time it probes to find the leaders 
and the issues that will help the 
community take its life in its own 
hands. • 
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6 by ERNEST SwiGGETT 

T RANSiTiONAl CoMMUNiTiEs 

A transitional community is one 
changing racial ly, cultural ly, and 

economically. Thi s change is usually 
from a white population to a black, 
Hispanic, or Asian community. Com
munities that change thi s way typically 
go through three stages: (1) pre
transitional, (2) transitional , (3) post
transitional. A pre-transitional commu
nity has all the elements for transition, 
even if minorities are not present, or if 
the percentage of minorities doesn' t jolt 
the racia l balance of the housing mar
ket or the racial tolerance of whites. It is 
very difficult to differentiate between 
this stage and a stable, though 
racia lly-mixed, community. The distin
guishing factor is that the community 
remai ns stab le as long as both whites 
and minoriti es demand housing there. 
If only minorities are interested in 
buying property or renting, the com
munity enters its transitional period. 

Racism pervades our society, and is 
probably the major cause of changing 
neighborhoods. Histori ca ll y minoriti es 
have been segregated while whites 
have had the choi ce of where to live. It 
is white fl ight from a neighborhood 
rather than the presence of minorities 
that causes racial transition . 

Urban communiti es have a life
cycle, a beginning and an end, that 
closely parall els the age range of their 
residents. They are at their peak when 
housi ng (single dwellings) is new and 
residents are young families with simi
lar incomes and characteristi cs. There 
is a general satisfact ion with commu
nity servi ces and instituti ons. However, 
the urban community tends to lose its 
vitality as its residents, as well as its 
housi ng, begins to age, especia ll y if 
younger generations continue to move 
and are not replaced with those of 
simil ar socio-economic status. 

'\ 

As the property ages, greater mainte
nance and upkeep are required, which 
the older residents hadn' t anticipated. 
At this point in the cycle, several factors 
converge to make a community prone 
to transition . The obsolescence of 
housi ng-much urban housing is now 
out-dated and can't compete with 
newer, more stylish residential de
velopments. Older houses may be 
converted to apartments and businesses 
or may continue to deteriorate. The 
construction of high-rise apartments 
gives a community a greater percentage 
or renters than home-owners. Com
mercial businesses may move in or 
adjacent to a community whi ch in
creases its noise leve ls, pol lution, etc. 

What happens in a metropolitan area 
always affects neighborhood s. Indus
tries may re locate to the suburbs. City 
retail centers lose business to suburban 
shopping mall s. Smaller down pay-
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''Transitional Communities have a future 
which is not necessarily true 

of the churches in them.'' 

Churches in traditional communities, such as this one in Chicago, must become directly involved in community 
development. 

ments on mortgages lure property 
buyers (generally whites) to the sub
urbs. Financial insti tutions, feeling the 
community is in decline, write-off the 
area as a financia l ri sk. 

At the same time, the availability of 
older homes even at a " premium rate" 
and fewer restrictions on apartment 
rentals, attract minorities, the first of 
w hom usually have the sa me or even 
higher incomes than whites. But if these 
newcomers are replaced by others of 
the same group with lower incomes, 
the succession may continue until the 
community turns into a slum . 

The influx of minorities unleashes 
racial fears-rise in crime and van
dalism, depreciation of property, de
terioration of schools and community 
services. Whites have always main
tained a socia l as well as a physical 

distance from minorities, and the influx 
of minorities also disturbs that distance. 
Racial friction happens more often in 
low income areas where whites cannot 
afford to move away. 

Probably the single factor which 
most affects the character of a commu
nity in addition to real estate is the 
schools. When the percentage of 
minorities in a school reaches 40 
percent, white families often use open 
enrollment or place their children in 
private school s. If these actions don't 
work, whites move. Racial transition 
has happened more rapidly since 
school desegregation. 

As the community changes, so does 
its businesses and institutions. Busi
nesses which do not adapt to the new 
situation either deteriorate or close. 
Others begin to accommodate the 
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needs and wants of minorities. Gradu
ally the community begins to reflect the 
characteristics of its new residents. 

The final, post-transitional , stage 
happens when the minorities are the 
majority residents. It is now their com
munity and they begin to exercise 
community control. The community is 
" new," not in terms of new constru c
tion, but new people. The com munity 
has life and vitality. 

The Church in Transitional 
Communities 

Transitional communities have a fu
ture which is not necessarily true of the 
churches in them. United Methodist 
churches in transitional communities 
are in crisis even though United 
Methodi sm is the most pluralistic Pro
testant denomination in America. A 
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1968 church study of the Southeast 
found that in almost every city of any 
size, at least one church had closed or 
relocated because of community 
change. 

In the 1970' s ethnic and minority 
persons are the major population in 
Washington, D.C. , Newark, and At
lanta. It is predicted that in the 1980's 
they will be the majority in Detroit, 
Baltimore, St. Louis, New Orleans, 
Richmond, Savannah, Wilmington , 
Augusta, Ga., and Atlantic City. 

The dilemma and the opportunity for 
the United Methodist Church is that in 
the very near future if it continues to 
minister to churches in the inner city, 
the congregations wi II be black, His
panic, or Asian . 

According to Dr. George Outen, " the 
local church must embody the charac
teristics of the community in which it is 
located; therefore, when the people 
who gather in that church no longer 
live in that community, then it ceases to 
be a local church." He further feels that 
the conference and districts should deal 
firmly with a congregation that refuses 
to minister to its community, even to 
the point of helping the church finish 
the task of dying so that a new and alive 
church can minister in its place. " A 
church only survives when it shoulders 
the cross of responsibility of the mission 
and purpose of God 's church." This 
requires that the church become di
rectly involved, usually through coali
tion with other church and community 
groups, in community development 
with an eye on the " emerging commu
nity" even while not neglecting its 
long-time residents . This means en
abling the community through services 
relevant to the needs of the new 
population, through advocacy for the 
people in terms of housing, education, 
employment, public services, credit 
availability, and other specific aspects 
shaping the quality of community life. 
Frequently, this involves sponsorship of 
new community programs and 
facilities, such as day care, housing and 
credit. 

One of the pressing problems for Th e 
United Methodist Church is finding 
effective ethnic leadership that can 
relate to the local people and empower 
church and community people to 
undertake the required rebuilding of 
community institutions. To undergird 
this effort with spiritual and ethical 
resources that can motivate and sustain 
the arduous effort that lies ahead re
quires finding new ways of tapping the 
resource of experienced lay and clergy 
leadership. It also requires laying the 

''The local church 
must embody the 
characteristics 
of the community 
in which it 
is located.'' 
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A People's Church 

''The 
community 

is 'new', 
not in terms 

of new 
·-

constructlon 
but new 

people.'' 

A church " making it in the inner city" 
is Solomon Community Temple, a pre
dominantely black church in Mil
waukee, Wisconsin. It is the successor to 
four white congregations which, under 
the impact of racial change and radical 
transition, didn' t make it. 

In January, 1974, the bishop and the 
cabinet made a decision to close The 
Church For All People, the fourth white 
congregation, and reopen it with a new 
name and black leadership which be
lieved in strong prophetic preaching, 
lively celebration, pastoral care, love for 
the city and an understanding of urban 
problems and their solutions. And a 
pastor who emerged from and spoke to 
the black experience. 

Soon after the black pastor was ap
pointed, he was murdered in his study. 
In the midst of this tragedy, the question 
was raised : " Can this little congregation 
survive another failure?" After the pas
tor's funeral , Sunday worship, and a 
meeting to assess their future, the con
gregation designated a lay person to be 
their pastor, only to learn that is quite 
uncommon in The United Methodist 
Church. The situation was resolved 
when the lay person, David A. Scott, Jr. , 
entered Garrett Theological Seminary. 
He completed his study in December, 
1976 while serving the church as full
time pastor. 

The community was polled to dis
cover what kind of ministry it needed. 
The responses were: a good church 
where there is good preaching, singing 
and a Sunday school for all ages; 
evangelistic outreach; a strong youth 
program; a family bank; day care 
facilities; a center where community 
groups can meet to stay on top of issues 
and determine the future. 

groundwork for the future by intensive bility. Sharing his experience as a 
recruitment of new and young leader- transitional pastor, Dr. Douglass Fitch 
ship. of the United Methodist Board of 

But there are blocks here which must Higher Education and Ministry, says, 
be overcome. Many young men and "It is very hard being a pastor of a 
women sense the call of the ministry transitional church. You are always on 
but for various reasons the Church has the bottom of things regardless of 
not been able to identify and enlist capability, experience or education. 
them. Some of them go to the Baptists Ethnic ministers because of their Ian-
and the Pentecostal churches, report- guage or visibility have two strikes 
edly because they see no opportunity against them, and they also have to 
in Methodism . But if pastors feel their contend with the growing discontent of 
work is rewarding, they will invite white ministers over alleged preferen-
others to enter the ministry. tial treatment. I wanted to move so fast 

Ethnic minority clergy complain to make the church self-supporting, to 
about being trapped in transitional get out from under the feeling of being 
churches, with no opportunity for mo- a welfare recipient. I was constantly 
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While taking its lead from the com
munity, Solomon Church was also 
helped by the Milwaukee Organizing 
project, a black community organization 
sponsored by United Methodists and 
other mainline denominations, and 
CHURCH, Inc. , a coalition of 15 
churches and five community organiza
tions. These organizations encouraged 
the private sector to construct 85 single
family homes and 200 rental apartment 
units, most of them moderately priced, 
and to rehabilitate older homes. Private 
investment is necessary for community 
stability and growth . A major shopping 
center is being built in the area. 

The church and community organiza
tions prodded the public sector to bui ld 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. , Memorial 
Park and Community Center, and to 
widen four streets, and to maintain city 
and county services-street repairs, sani
tation, schools, public safety and health 
care. 

Solomon's membership has grown to 
97, up 25 percent. Sunday attendance 
averages 147, and the church school 
enrollment is 134. With a sustained 
program of visitation and stewardship, 
the number of persons tithing has in
creased 11 percent. The congregation is 
committed to constructing a multi
purpose building and a membership of 
300 by January of 1979. 

Why is Solomon making it? Solomon 
has learned from the people that their 
greatest need is spiritual. The Church 
meets these needs through worship, 
nurture, pastoral and congregational 
care. And then seeks to assist the 
community understand political and 
economic issues and to respond, so that 
transition can be positive. 

under harrassment to make the church 
self-supporting overnight, with no re
gard for longevity or long range plans. 
Some of these transitional churches, 
Jesus couldn' t move. Why must I then 
be a miracle worker?" 

If The United Methodist Church 
wishes to remain pluralistic, it has only 
two options; to vigorously undergi rd, 
support, and expand ethnic ministries 
or to drift into becoming an all-white 
church, crippled in living out the 
gospel. • 

Ernest Swiggett is a free lance writer, based 
in New York . 
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Making 
Education 
Popular 

Gabriela Videla de Plankey 
describes the role of popular 

magazines in adult education. 
She is the editor of Maria. 

by Chuck Noell 

At adult literacy classes in the 
Ecuadorian sierra, the students, 

poor Quechua Indian campesinos, 
often play games. 

One of the more popular games is 
Hacienda or the Game of Life. It' s a 
monopoly-style game designed in a 
project jointly undertaken by the Minis
try of Education in Ecuador and the 
University of Massachusetts, and fi
nanced by the U.S. Agency for Interna
tional Development. The campesinos 
have modified the game as they have 
played it. 

The game, says its designers, " at
tempts to reflect the campesinos' reality 
in a mildly irreverent way, offering 
them a chance to portray the officials 
they know so well , who administer the 
inequities which face them every day. " 

At the outset of the game, the owner 
of the hacienda is chosen by a roll of 
the dice; he gains title to all the 
properties of the hacienda and is given 
20 times as much money as the 
campesino players. Powerful roles go 
to the banker and the lawyer. 

With their rolls of the dice, peasant 
players move their tokens around the 
board and draw situation cards at each 
square they land on. The squares 
represent institutions and events in 
rural life-market, store, bar, credit 
cooperative, church and so on. Landing 
on the market square, the peasant 
might sell his crops directl y in the 
countryside, without going to market, 
automatically getting a lower price but 
avoiding transport costs; or he might 
ship his goods to market and take a 
chance on the price. 

The object of the game is for the 
campesinos to improve their lot by 
making use of opportunities
education , co-ops, acquisition of prop
erty. The greatest satisfaction in the 
game is removing the landowner from 
his property th rough agrarian reform, 
although this is reportedly as difficult in 
the game as it has proved to be in real 
life. 

The Game of Life was designed to 
help illiterate Quechua Indians discuss 
their concerns as well as try out 
unfamiliar actions without risk-such 
as borrowing from the bank. It is an 
example of a new approach to adult 
basic education (ABE) in the Third 
World, which is based on the work or 
the exiled Brazilian educator Paolo 
Freire and is often called " popular 
education." 

The game was introduced and popu 
lar education debated at a recent 
international consultation in New York 
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Quechua Indians playing the Game of Life (above). Enrique Tasiguano (left, below), one 
of the designers of the game, listens to the Rev. Luis Reinoso. 

sponsored by lntermedia, an agency of In Cuernavaca, Mexico, an ABE 
the National Council of Churches. program uses photograph stories, 
lntermedia channels funds and exper- fotonovelas, because of their popular-
tise from U.S. Protestant denominations ity. The stories exploring women 's 
to communications and adult educa- social problems appear in Maria : 
tion programs in more than 50 coun- Liberacion de/ Pueblo (Mary: Libera-
tries. tion of the People), a women's news-

" Popular education is not simply an paper. 
alternative to formal school ing," said In popular education both teachers 
Lui s Reinoso, executive secretary for and students measure the worth of their 
the Evangelical Commission for the programs by asking if they have helped 
Christian Education of Latin America communities gain social or economic 
and one of 30-church-related ABE power. At meetings convened by the 
leaders at the consultation. " It is educa- editors of Maria, women have or-
tion which takes place among the ganized programs to combat al-
people-in the context of their strug- coholism and teach literacy. 
gles to be free." " Many men have even started reading 

Growing numbers of ABE workers our paper," says Gabriela Videla de 
believe that social conditions-lack of Plankey, one of the editors of Maria, a 
land ownership, deprivation of rights, project assisted by lntermedia. "Many 
less than subsistence wages-are as tell us they have stopped beating their 
much causes as effects of ignorance wives because of the stories in it. " 
and illiteracy. Enrique Tasiguano says that because 

In popular education, teachers and of the ABE program in Ecuador, peas-
administrators plan the programs to- ants are beginning to organize coopera-
gether with the people, explains En- tives to transport their crops to market, 
rique Tasiguano, Quechua ABE worker ending the landowner's monopoly. 
who helped invent the Game of Life. Most church-related workers believe 
" This is the only way to make sure our in linking ABE with agricultural skills 
resources serve their real needs as well and health and family care needs, but 
as our needs." not with political action . Their ABE 

Teaching methods are drawn from programs, they say, rely on printed, 
the students' culture. Board games carefully programmed lesson drills be-
appeal to the lively oral traditions of cause volunteer instructors usuall y 
the Quechua people. have no teaching experience. 
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Juliana Macaraeg, lntermedia's re
gional ABE secretary for Asia, said , 
"When we tried to use some of these 
group discussion methods in the 
Philippines to teach literacy, we found 
we were not getting people to learn to 
read . Now we are going back to our 
traditional literacy primers." 

" The real issue in learning is motiva
tion," says Sister Barbara English, a 
community organizer in northeastern 
Brazil. " When people want to learn, 
they will learn-even if there are some 
methodological problems." 

Roberto Perez-Diaz, director of the 
Barrio Education Project in San An
tonio, Texas, told the consultation that 
the Federal government invests five 
million dollars in a professional ABE 
program there but cannot motivate 
more than a few hundred people a year 
to enroll in it. Classes are taught in 
English, although more than 300,000 
San Antonians are illiterate Mexican
Americans. 

The Barrio Education Project, 
operating in Spanish, has organized 
courses in childbirth preparation, lead
ership training clinics and an alterna
tive school. It has also kindled a 
community interest in formal educa
tion , leading to the election of a 
Chicano majority to the local school 
board. The Project receives support 
from the Women's Divison of the 
United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries, the United Presbyterian 
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Church and the lnterreligious Founda
tion for Community Organization . 

Disagreements about the politi cal 
and professional assumptions underly
ing popular education typify debates 
continuing among ABE workers. But 
most of these discussions overlook the 
biggest risk in popular education, 
which is not the risk of too much 
manipulation of students or too little 
competence of teachers, but the ri sk of 
reprisals. 

Enrique Tasiguano says during a 
demonstration protesting against trans
portation monopolies in Ecuador, 
agents of local landowners murdered 
his brother, beating him, then running 
over his body with a bus to make it look 
I ike an accident. 

But Tasiguano says his brother's 
example only inspired the community 
to work harder. " Because of his exam
ple we have more power now to shape 
our own destinies." 

What is the role of churches in adult 
basic education? In one sense, 
churches were the first institutions in 
the Third World to recognize the need 
to overcome the division between liter
ates and illiterates. When the late Frank 
Laubach launched his " Each One 
Teach One" campaigns in the 1920' s, 
the Soviet Union was the only semi
industrialized nation with a govern
ment literacy program. Churches were 
also first to recognize the need to train 
native-born people to run literacy pro
grams. 

A decade ago UNESCO organized a 
worldwide campaign to end illiteracy. 
But the program failed to achieve 
promised breakthroughs. Fifteen years 
ago there were five hundred million 
illiterate persons; today the figure is 
close to one billion . 

Participants in the lntermedia consul
tation asked, are church programs dif
ferent from government or United Na
tions programs? If not, why have 
them-since governments have vaster 
resources? 

In nations where churches work 
alongside their governments, ABE lead
ers want their programs to be examples, 
inspiring governments to start new 
literacy projects or change old ones. 

" In my country," said Mary Opiyo, 
staff member of the National Christian 
Council of Kenya, "the government 
teaches literacy just as literacy. We are 
trying to create a new model for them 
to adopt-teaching literacy as one 
aspect among many of peoples' needs 
in work, health, and family care." 

In other countries, where govern
ments lack funds or will to mount 

MARIA 

Among adult basic education tools are magazines such as Maria (top) and wooden building 
blocks to learn new syllables and words (below). 

massive ABE programs, church workers in Ecuador. 
do what they can through the church's " There are few open spaces left for 
resources. In Haiti , where th e offi cial political or social work in our coun-
language is French but only 10 percent tri es," Gabriela Videla warns. " In 
of the population speaks it, the Protes- some, the churches are the only institu-
tant Committee for Literacy and Litera- tions that can work on these issues. 
ture has organized a campaign to teach M aybe churches will be the only open 
people to read and w rite in Creol e, the spaces where popu lar education can 
spoken language of the country. take pl ace in the future." • 

And then a growing number of new, 
experimental ABE programs are linked 
with popular movements, like th e one Mr. Noell is a free-Ian e writer. 
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Treating Patients 
With Compassion 

FRANK S. BECK CLINIC, ANCORAIMES, BOLIVIA 

f lorencio A. is a farmer and earns a 
subsistence living on the barren, 

two-and-a-half-mile high Altiplano in 
Bolivia . A man of 3S, he owns his tiny 
plot of land and home, and is married 
with two children; he is one of more 
than S00,000 Aymara Indians on the 
Bolivian high plains. 

Against the chill of early morning he 
dons his heavy homespun poncho of 
alpaca wool, and a colorful knitted cap 
with ear flaps. He is ready to start out 
on his regular walk, a four-mile round 
trip to the Methodist hospital in An
coraimes for his streptomyci n injection. 
Florencio has active tuberculosis. This 
is a disease hitting thousands more like 
him on the high plains, but he is more 
fortunate than many because he started 
receiving treatment before the disease 
became too advanced, and the hospital 
provides him and his family with CARE 
foods. 

Florencia's wife, Rosa, dressed in the 
full skirt, woolen shawl and long braids 
of the Aymara woman, squats near the 
tiny fire on the floor of the hut to dip hot 
water for breakfast out of the earthen
ware pot. Florencio had constructed his 
home himself, years before. It is win
dowless, for more protection against 
the penetrating wind and cold, and 
made out of adobe bricks with a 
thatched roof. It consists of two tiny 
huts facing each other across a dirt 
enclosure. Rosa cooks in one corner of 
the smaller hut, and a bed for the 
children lies al ong the opposite wall. 
The larger dwelling con tains only a 
double bed covered with sheep ski ns 
and a small table. There is no water on 
the property or latrine. Until the chi l
dren are big enough to carry water, 
Rosa will tote it from a stream some 
distance away. 

Besides potatoes, chuiio (dehydrated 
potatoes), grains and small salted fish 
that make up the typical Aymara diet, 
Rosa also prepares the CARE dried 
milk, oatmeal, and rice for the family. 
Guinea pigs scamper around the 

by Natalie Barber 
They also own some sheep which Rosa 
tends. The family wi II not eat any of the 
eggs or available meat from their 
animals, since these are only used for 
sale when cash is needed. Although the 
property I ies near the shores of Lake 
Titicaca, the family rarely obtains fresh 
fish. Fishing methods in the lake area 
are ancient and inefficient, and if a man 
is not a fisherman himself, he would 
probably not be able to obtain fresh 
fish. Malnutrition is a way of life among 
the Aymara Indians. 

Two black-haired tots peer at their 
mother with bright eyes as she prepares 
breakfast. The chance that they will 
contact tuberculosis from their father is 
great. The chance of his being perma
nently cured is low, for Florencio needs 
plenty of rest, and wholesome foods in 
his diet. He is not able to rest because 
he has to work to earn money to pay for 
his medications and support the family. 

Tuberculosi s is just one of the many 
serious medical problems among the 
Aymara Indians. Infant mortality in 
Bolivia is one of the highest in the 
world. Among country infants, seven 
out of 10 die before the first birthday. 
Women deliver their own babies and 
cut the cord with a piece of pottery, 
only seeking medical help in cases of 
complication. Often then it is too late to 
save the child, and sometimes the 

kitchen hut at wi II, and a few chickens "Many dedicated Bolivian and missionary 
peck at the dirt around the enclosure. doctors and nurses have served." 
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mother. Uiarrhea in children is respon
sible for a high percentage of deaths. In 
this region where water has to be 
carried long distances, basic practices 
of cleanliness are not carried out. 

The Indians often complicate their 
health problems by not seeking medi
cal aid until a disease has become 
terminal. One reason for this is lack of 
education and medical knowledge. 
Another is lack of trust in doctors and 
nurses, and a fear of hospitals. This lack 
of trust stems partly from the Aymara 
culture where even neighbors are not 
usually trusted . Superstitions and fears 
have a great effect on their lives and their 
feelings toward sickness and death, al
though the Protestant church has 
helped to allay these fears in converts. 
Lack of money also discourages a 
person from seeking medical attention. 
Sometimes a husband or wife will feel 
that the only solution to a sickness in a 
member of a family is to allow him to 
die rather than go through a prolonged 
and expensive course of treatment. 

The Frank S. Beck Clinic is a 
Methodist hospital with capacity for 14 
beds located in Ancoraimes, a tiny 
Altiplano village near Lake Titicaca 
which is still very primitive and without 
electricity. The hospital also ministers 
in five medical posts near the lake, and 
serves people from a large area. Besides 
this hospital , the Bolivian Evangelical 
Methodist Church administers a high 
school in Ancoraimes, and maintains 
an active church with a good-sized 
congregation there. 

The hospital was founded by Dr. 
Frank S. Beck, a Methodist missionary 
in Bolivia for nearly SO years. Dr. Beck 
had seen the need for medical care for 
the Indians during his early years in 
Bolivia, and so, at the age of 3S, he 
began studies to become a doctor. For 
many years he rode an old Harley
Davidsoh motorcycle up from La Paz 
for 40 to SO miles along dirt Altiplano 
roads. The Indians, knowing the 
schedule of his visits, would walk or 
ride a burro for long distances to meet 
him on the road for treatment. Early in 
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his medical career he had instilled a 
program of immunizations which had 
helped in the drastic reductions of 
formerly dread Altiplano di seases: ty
phoid, typhus, smallpox, diptheria, and 
whooping cough . Later, he founded 
the clinic in Ancoraimes. By 1966 he 
had helped to expand these facilities 
and extend its work. 

The present buildings include a small 
lab, x-ray, operating and delivery room, 
pharmacy, out-patient clinic, and pa
tient rooms. It charges the equivalent of 
about 25 cents plus cost of medicine for 
an out-patient consultation, and less 
than a dollar a night for in-patient care. 
Since the clinic operates on a shoe
string, improvisation is the usual way of 
life there. For example, instruments are 
sterilized in an old pressure canner 
which is heated on top of a one-burner 
kerosene stove. The generator for elec
tricity, now decrepit, is only turned on 
when the worker, who is combination 
lab and x-ray technician and practical 
nurse, needs to take an x-ray or do a 
blood sedimentation rate. Relatives buy 
the food and do the cooking for 
in-patients. 

Many dedicated Bolivian and mis
sionary doctors and nurses have served 
at the Beck Clinic. The newest doctor, 
Dr. German Crespo, began work as 
director of the clinic in January this 
year. Crespo is a graduate of the 
American Institute, the Methodist 
school in La Paz. He studied medicine, 
specializing in pediatrics, in Budapest, 
Hungary, later practicing medicine 
there and in Sweden. He met his future 
wife, Katalina, a registered nurse, in 
Hungary. The Crespos have two small 
boys. 

A young man, enthusiastic, idealisti c 

and compassionate, Dr. Crespo feels 
that the many problems that the Ay
mara Indians face and have faced for 
centuries will also take generations to 
resolve. And then, the solutions will 
come mostly through education. " If the 
people become educated," he says, 
"they will know why they need lat
rines, for example, and then I believe 
that 50 percent of them will build them. 
And education is very important in 
order to teach them the cause of 
disease and how to avoid it. Thi s is 
where our Methodist school in An
coraimes can cooperate with us by 
teaching about the specia l problems 

"That i ndefi nab le 
special touch is what 

they feel Christian 
service is all about." 

faced by the Aymaras and helping them 
work out solutions." 

Dr. Crespo is interested in seei ng that 
the fishermen in the Ancoraimes area 
improve their fishing methods so that 
they can catch enough for the needs of 
the region and even send fish to La Paz 
where it is in eager demand. Coopera
tives have in general been unsuccessful 
due mainly to the prevalent Aymara 
mistrust in one another. One of his 
dreams is to help establish a coopera
tive among Lake Titi caca fishermen. 

He thinks of the future in terms of 
decades, but he also thinks of it as 
today and tomorrow. He instructs his 

The clinic has 14 beds, serves 
five medical posts and a large 
outlying area. 

patients one by one in better methods 
of cleanliness, nutrition and child care. 
Working mostly through an Aymara 
interpreter because many of the Indians 
cannot understand Spanish well, he 
conveys his interest in each patient and 
hi s family, and has visited many Indian 
homes. He feels that preventive 
medici ne is the answer to many of their 
problems and the direction in which 
the clinic wi ll move in the future as 
towns in the area begin to maintain 
their own clinics. Its influence wi ll 
affect them slowly and will come 
through one-to-one instruction as well 
as through the schools. 

The Crespos are informal and re
laxed; they are adjusting to the difficul
ties of living on the Altiplano : the lack 
of meat, fruit and vegetables in the 
local markets, the problems of not 
having electricity, and learning to cook 
and bake at a very high altitude. " I 
know I am needed in Ancoraimes," Dr. 
Crespo says, " because I am the only 
doctor in the area. Anyway, I feel that 
the purpose of life is not to acquire a lot 
of material things. It's to serve where 
you can do the most good." 

The workers at the Beck Clinic treat 
their patients w ith compassion and 
show personal interest in each one. 
That indefinable specia l touch is what 
they fee l Ch ri stian service is all about, 
and the patients are able to sense 
this. • 

Ms. Barber, a former missionary in Bolivia 
and Chile, now serves in the U.S . with the 
National Division of BOGM. She and her 
husband are spending their sabba tica l leave 
working in various mission projects, includ
ing the Frank S. Beck Clinic. 
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Treating 
Patients 

With 
Compassion 

A Christian hospital 
serves people 

at a Hindu holy spot. 

THE METHODIST HOSPITAL- VRINDABAN, INDIA 
by Gabriel Sundaram 

An American woman with her sick 
son came to the Methodist Hospital 

in Vrindaban for treatment. When the 
superintendent, Dr. E. B. Sundaram, 
asked her why her little son was not 
wearing shoes, she was astonished and 
exlaimed, "This is holy land, the birth
place of Lord Krishna. How can we 
walk here with shoes on?" 

Another young woman, too old to 
marry according to local tradition, went 
to her astrologer and asked him if she 
would get married. He replied that she 
would not get married, but if she did, 
she would die in childbirth. After some 
time she got married, and was soon 
going to have a baby. Knowing that she 
would die in her chi ldbirth , she came 
to Vrindaban to die in the holy place. 
On arrival, it was recommended she go 
to the mission hospital where she had 
a baby boy and both mother and son 
went back safely to their distant town . 

Vrindaban and the twin city of 
Mathura lie between Delhi , the capital 
of India, and Agra, renowned for the 
beautiful Taj Mahal. Archaeological 
excavations being carried on prove that 

it is thousands of years old . Here, 
through the ages, 5,000 Hindu temples 
have been built. One of the recent 
temples was built by Birla, a rich 
industrialist, who has built beautiful 
temples in several cities of India. 

Another new temple and interna
tional hostel are being built by the Hare 
Krishna Movement from America. 
Local people accept them but the 
sophisticated think that their spiritual 
knowledge is superficial. They charge 
money for prasad (ritual food dedicated 
to gods) which other temples give free. 
Thi s is attributed to the American 
weakness for making a fast buck. 

Founded 90 Years Ago 

Millions of people come on pilgrim
ages to visit the temples where some 
1,000 widows spend many hours a day 
chanting the name of God, Rama, and 
receive a pittance and live a miserable 
life. It is chiefly to serve these women 
that American missionaries of the 
Methodist Church started a hospital in 
Vrindaban-called the Creighton 
Freeman Memorial (CFC) Hospital-
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some 90 years ago. These women 
doctors, and men doctors too, have 
been a long line of splendor bringing 
relief from pain and suffering to many 
thousands of people, at a time when 
there were no other hospitals in the city 
and especially no women doctors. 

Life in Vrindaban is difficult, for beef, 
mutton, poultry, fish and even onions 
and garlic were not sold until recent 
times, although now the rule is relaxed . 
No animal is killed and if a snake is 
caught even after it bites a person, 
sometimes fatally, it is carefully carried 
outside the sacred precincts of the town 
and left there. 

New Hospital and Nursing School 

Times have changed and the 150-
becl hospital takes a new role in the 
community. It emphasizes low-cost 
care in the area of preventive health 
and maternal and child health services. 
Critically ill patients needing 
specialized care are transferred to the 
newly built Methodist Hospital in 
Jaisinghpura. 

The need for modern health care 
services necessitated the new hospital , 
in nearby Jaisinghpura on a spacious 
campus. Built at a cost of nearly one 
million dollars from a generous grant of 
the U.S. government, it was equipped 
with a grant of $650,000 by the Central 
Agency for Protestant Churches of West 
Germany. The hospital is developing a 
staff able to give expert medical relief to 
the large numbers of people in and 
around Mathura. 

The School of Nursing was started in 
1936. During the last 40 years, it has 
trained a large number of able nurses 
who have served many hospitals in this 
region. In recent years a few of them 
have gone for service to the Middle 
East. For many years, America has 
helped this hospital , and now the 
hospital is able, in a small measure, to 
repay America with the services of a 
few of these well-trained nurses. A 
grant of $720,000 given by the Inter
church Coordinating Agency for De
velopment Projects enabled the hospi
tal this year to build a new school , 
paramedical hostel , recreational 
facilities and staff quarters. 

The public health clinic in Mursan, 
26 kilometers from Mathura, was 
started by Miss Borghild Sorensen, a 
missionary from Norway. This pioneer, 
with an insight into the needs of the 
rural population, made this two-bed 
unit a model rural health center. It is an 
oasis in the midst of drab surroundings, 
with its flower beds, functional build
ings and cheerful service. It is a project 

of the United Methodist Churches in 
the U.S.A. and Norway. 

Community Programs 

The world relief agency Oxfam has 
provided $100,000 for starting a com
munity health program. A new program 
will strengthen seven government rural 
centers. In three years, it is hoped that 
the local village councils will develop 
the expertise to serve these health 
centers and make them self-sufficient. 

The government is encouraging the 
hospital to implement the family plan
ning program. The district magistrate 
has given a grant and provided linen for 
20 beds. This needed program could 
not have been carried out without the 
financial help of the Christian Medical 
Association Family Planning Project. 

Many children are fed every day in 
Vrindaban, Jaisinghpura and Mursan 
with a grant from the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. This is a great 
blessing to a large number of hungry 
children and is a service cheerfully 
given. 

The hospital is anxiously awaiting 

the arrival of Dr. and Mrs. Tunn ie 
Martin, dedicated United Methodist 
missionaries, who will serve as hospital 
administrator and treasurer and greatly 
strengthen the staff of the hospital . 

In October 1976, a team of three 
experts, Dr. and Mrs. Mansfield, ad
ministrators, and Dr. Vincent, director 
of education, from the Riverside 
Methodist Hospital, Columbus, Ohio, 
spent 10 days with the hospital staff 
evaluating its programs. Dr. Duvon 
Corbitt, medical secretary, Board of 
Global Ministries, was instrumental in 
making this possible. Their recommen
dations are receiving careful considera
tion . 

Speaking of the future of the hospi
tals, Dr. Sundaram says, " Our task is 
difficult. We have taken many years of 
preparation, and are prepared to do 
hard work. We pray to God to give us 
guidance." • 

Gabriel Sundaram is a retired bishop of the 
Methodist Church in Southern Asia . He is 
the father of Dr. E. 8 . Sundaram. 

The School of Nursing has 
been in operation for forty 
years. New buildings have 
recently been erected and a 
new hospital built at 
Jaisinghpura. 



DARK SALVATIO N , by H arr y V. 
Richardson. New York, 1977: Anchor 
Pres Doubleday, 291 pages, $10.00. 

In what appears to be the year of black 
historical revelations and reevaluation s, 
Harry V. Richardson's Dark Salvation, the 
latest book in the C. Eric Lincoln serie on 
Black Religion, is a welcome addition. 

Dr. Richardson· is a teacher, preacher and 
historian who has had a long and distin
guished career in the United Methodist 
Church. In this book he traces Methodism 
from its inception in England to America
carefully detailing its intricate involvement 
within the black community from slavery to 
the present. 

Methodism came to America a simplistic 
religion unencumbered with complex 
theology, thus proving well-suited to the 
slaves, a people of oral tradition. Like the 
unlettered masses of the co lonists, slaves 
too embraced Methodism, offti mes with 
more zea l that the colonists, and under
standably so, in that their sp iritua l needs 
were greater. For whi le the co lonists sought 
inner peace and hoped for a better li fe in 
America than they had in England, their 
woes were in no way comparable to those 
of the slaves. " Indeed it was the need for 
day to day endurance, the hope for a better 
tomorrow that caused slaves to fo llow and 
cling so tenaciously to Methodism," Dr. 
Richardson says. 

White men, the bearers of the religion, 
were then confronted with the contradiction 
of preaching " brotherly love" to men who 
were in bondage. This paradox gave rise to 
the fight for abolition in and out of the 
church-a fight that wou ld become one of 
the longest and most decisive issues of the 
Methodist Church. 

Not only was there Christian controversy 
in relation to slavery, but it was racism 
again, vis-a-v is segregation, that brought 
about the first officia l sp lit in the Methodist 
Church. Blacks, unwilling to accept the 
segregationist policies of the Church, broke 
away and began separate congregations, 
which led to the separate denominations of 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, 
and the Colored (now Christian) Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

Why are there sti ll three separate b lack 
denominations with basica lly the same 
theo logica l premise? Dr. Richardson's an
swer is that once set apart in their own 
congregations and with the obstac le of 
racism removed, the new struggle of black 

Methodists became that of individua l 
egos-men 's per onal ambitions and 
idiosyncracies causing divi sion of blacks 
amongst them elves. 

Dr. Ri chardson sugge ts that there is a 
mutual acceptance of these three major 
black bodies with the United Methodist 
Church today. But to these black denomina
tions he poses the question : Will they 
always be separate and what forms of 
cooperation can now be engaged in? He 
suggests cooperation in publications and in 
foreign mission : "Combined resources 
would mean more efficient staffing, more 
lasting or permanent projects, better financ
ing, and above all, mission programs 
adequately suited to today's conditions in 
Africa." As to union with white Methodists, 
he bel ieves the black denominations will 
like ly " maintain a fraternal, interdenomina
tional relationship in an inclusive Methodi st 
fe llowship" rather than enter into an or
ganic union." 

Though more than li ghtly repetitiou s, 
Dark Sa lvation is a va luable contribution 
not only to those who are genuinely 
interested in a tragic chapter in the growth 
of Methodism in the U.S., but also to those 
who are concerned about Methodism. 

While we still await the definitive "i n
side" book on the black denominations and 
their domestic and foreign program s, Dark 
Sa lvation is an admirable contribution . 

Brenda Wi lkinson 

She is author of Luddell & Willie, publi shed 
by Harper and Row. 

STEEPLE PEOPLE AND THE WORLD, by 
John Killinger, New York, 1977: Friendship 
Press, 48 pages, $2.50. 
GO-GROUPS: GEARI NG UP FOR REACH
ING OUT, by Eleanor McMullen and Jean 
Sonnenfeld, New York, 1977: Friendship 
Press, 10 pages, $2.50. 

These are the new resource booklets for 
" The Loca l Church in God 's Mission." 
Killinger, writing for adu lts, offers five 
theologica l essays and five selections of 
case studies. Organized around "experi
ences," The McMullen-Sonnenfeld gu ide is 
primari ly for young peop le, although some 
of it is adaptab le for o lder groups. Unfortu
nately, both tit les obscure the study's 
purpose: To exp lore and strengthen the 
congregation's ro le in the tota l Christian 
miss ion. Steeple People and the World 
conjures images of fo lks perched on pinna
cles. Co-Croups: Gearing Up for Reaching 
Out is a name better suited to a campi ng 
manual. 

W hat's worse than obscure titles is con
tent inadequate to the purpose. The phrase 
" the loca l church in God's mission" says 
something specific. It says the congregation 
(local chu rch) is integral to Christian (that is, 
God's) mission. It does not suggest that 
God's mission is confined to local outreach. 
The case studies in Steeple People and 
many proposed learn ing exercises in Co
Croups give the overwhelming impression 
that local missions is the study subject. 
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Now how a congregation understands 
and acts in miss ion withi n its immedi ate 
community is mighty important. Bu t 
localized ministry is only one dimension of 
the Christian mission. Concentration on the 
loca l quickly becomes navel-gazi ng unless 
balanced with attention to the globa l ("ends 
of the earth") nature of miss ion. Nei ther 
book sufficiently exp lores how loca l, na
tional and intern ational miss ion combine to 
form one mission. 

In fairness to the authors, however, th e 
difficulty of their task must be recognized. 
They wrote for an ecu menical audience on 
a topic needing the language and structural 
references of tota l mission found wi thin the 
denomination of which a given congrega
tion is part. Friendship Press, a unit of the 
National Counci l of Churches, has for 75 
years published mission educati on materi al 
for use w ithin several denominations. The 
cooperative approach works well for the 
an nu al geographic studies and volumes of 
genera l informati on. It is of doubtful value 
when a theme, such as " The Loca l Church 
in God's Mission," requires spec ific data on 
channels for witness and service. The time 
may have come for denominati ons, w ithout 
abandoning ecumeni ca l se lec ti on of 
themes, to unilaterall y prepare certain types 
of study books. This ecumenica l heretica l 
proposa l woul d make sense for " The Loca l 
C~urch in God's Mission." Mission, after 
all , involves ways and mea ns, and in 
contemporary Protestantism the ways and 
means of miss ion, even when ecumeni cal 
in scope, are denominati onally defin ed. 

Steeple Peop le and Co-C roups each 
stress miss ion as both spiritu al and physical 
outreach. Each apprec iates outreach that 
resu lts in church growth and outreach that 
serves the goals of just ice, human liberati on 
and socia l improvement. Kill inger, a profes
sor at Vanderbilt D ivi nity School, Nashvi lle, 
and Baptist by background, prov ides sound 
essays on the theology of mission. M ost of 
Steeple Peop le's case studi es- albeit an " in 
your own backyard" thrust-are inspiring. 
Yet helps on how to use the contents in 
group study are scarce. The enterpri sing 
leader can glean some programming ass is
tance from Co-Croups, which means 
another $2 .SO for ideas that should have 
been in the adu lt materia l. 

Co-Croups is a peculi ar litt le document. 
jumbled together in its 40 pages are gim
micky group-dynam ics techn iques, superi or 
observations on mission, out-of-date slang 
("All systems go!"), sentimental journeys, 
gross overstatements ("Wherever you travel 
on earth now, you w ill find the church" ) 
and a number of good learning activi ti es. 
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McMullen, an education executive with the 
Detroit Conference of the United Methodist 
Church, and Sonnenfeld, a Canadian Pres
byterian and former missionary in Japan, 
have almost written a youth evangeli sm 
tract in the mold of the 1950s. It verges on 
rah-rah Jesus literature but ultimately fails 
because the authors are too familiar with 
the pitfalls of easy discipleship. Peculiar, 
yes it is : Peculiar because it seems to want 
to imitate the gung-ho evangelisti c ap
proach of various para-ecclesiastical 
groups, such as Campus Crusade for Christ, 
but can't quite muster enough naive confi
dence. 

To sum-up : Steeple People and the World 
and Go-Groups : Gearing Up for Reaching 
Out can stimulate the thinking of individu
als and groups concerned about " The Local 
Church in God 's Mission." For a full fledged 
study of the theme, seek supplementary 
resources through denominations. 

Elliott Wright 
He is a regular contributor. 

LETTERS 
A FEW REACTIONS 

A few reactions to my first and probably my last 
experience as delegate to an annual meeting of 
the United Methodist Women at conference 
level. 

To sit with this body of lovely women, to be 
one of them, was in itself a joy. " Together ... We 
can" -the United Methodist Women; what a 
challenge. 

Our national president made a strengthening 
talk that afternoon. Some points of special 
appeal , phrased from my jottings: Together we 
can help save the world-we, whole persons 
with abiding faith, a whole community. Our 
purpose to know God and to experience freedom 
through Christ. 

My evening study section was Spiritual/ 
Theological Concerns as related to Missions and 
Membership Development. A sheet was given us, 
entitled " Think on These Things!" First was the 
question: " What is the meaning of 'freedom' in 
Jesus Christ?" Varied answers were given. My 
own, in abbreviated form was this: " Freedom 
from our sins as forgiven through Christ and so 
freedom to grow spiritually, with God in our 
hearts, our love reaching out to our fellow
humans. And our spiritual growth will bring us 
freedom from bondage to little things. " 

Our leader was skilled . Imperceptibly, 
smoothly, she led us to the subject of involve
ment through legislation-and then her question : 
" How can we get women at the local level to see 
the need of such involvement?" 

My answer was : " You can 't. We are one in 
God and Christ spiritually. But we are at the same 
time individuals, and we think differently politi
cally. The church should send us forth as 
Christian individuals, each to pray and decide 
what to do politically; it should not try to think for 

us." Thi s statement of my fi rm conv1ct1 on our 
leader skillfull y blended like a lump of flour in 
cake batter, and lost in the whole. 

My husband vi sited the Sunday-morning ses
sion, one of several men present. There were 
reports from the three study sections and thei r fi ve 
subdivisions; ours, CSR Section, and Finance 
Section. On each there were motions, di scuss ion, 
and voting . .. . The Women's Divi sion believes 
in participating as a Church in government 
politics, and they are keen politicians themselves 
within the Church. 

The opening Litany set a bad tone for the 
Conference. It is a judgmental, jarring exercise, 
stated in a childish way that is intentionall y 
insulting to the grassroots membership, self
righteously done. A few quotes: 

" O Women, who go to church every Sunday and call 
yourselves Chri stians, 

WAKE UP! 
0 Women, who love one another because you are the 

sam~well off, righteous, praying nice prayers about 
nothing. 

LOVE ALL THE PEOPLE 
0 Women, gathering the old canned goods from your 

stuffed pantry shelves, and dragging out your old tattered 
clothes to send to the poor, 

GIVE YOUR LIFE" 
How different was the sermon Sunday morning 

by a respected, lovely Christian woman, long a 
member of United Methodist Women and a 
worker in other branches of the Church as well . 
She spoke of change, its need, its good; yet she 
was wi lling to mention, contrary to the popular 

line, the fact that not all change is good. " But 
we're learni ng," she said . " Sometimes it seems 
that God' s great love is ignored .. . . We have 
tried to achieve love through negotiation rather 
than through the love of Chri st; Christ is the 
center of the loving community . . . . Too often 
have I wanted my opinion to prevai l. Too often 
have we fa iled to li sten to God .. . . We are 
thankful for the unity he has let us keep." 

I sincerely believe that if, instead of feeling that 
they must push others into their advocacies in the 
fi eld of government, the leadership in our 
Women's Di vision and our total Church could 
reali ze that their great challenge is to share with 
ever more people the wonder, dedication, and 
joy of li fe as lived in true Christian love and 
growth, both (Women's Division and Church) 
would increase in strength and service. 

Alberta H. Klemp 
Caruthersvi lle, Mo. 

ON TIME, FOR ONCE 
Such a pleasant surprise! The May issue arrived 

very earl y in May, which is what it should do. 
I have written before expressing frustration and 

exasperation at its " late in the month" arrival. 
And have even seriously considered cancelling 
the magazine on that account. 

I surely hope you continue thi s " early in the 
month" arrival. Bravo! You have shown it can be 
done, so please keep to that schedule. 

Mrs. William Fisher 
Rushville, New York 

Share the bread and cup. At the Lord 's Table, taking the bread 
and cup in His memory, we are thankful for God's grace and in 
company with fellow Christians we publicly affirm our commitment 
to Christ. 

Share in ministry. As we affirm our oneness in Christ, we should 
also affirm our commitment to carry on his ministry. United Meth
odists have an opportunity to minister to many through the World 
Communion Offering . 

Order World 
Communion.Sunday 
materials from : 
United Methodist 
Communications 
1200 Davis St. 
Evanston, Ill. 60201 
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THE llOYIMG 
FINGER WRITES 

The Trinity United Methodist Church in Sca lp Level, Pa. , a sm all community several miles 
south of Johnstown, was torn apart by raging wa ters, rocks and heavy ore ca rs which acted as 
a battering ram on the walls of the church . 

CHURCH RELIEF AGENCIES 
ACTIVE IN JOHNSTOWN, PA. 

Within hours after the torrential fl ood 
waters rampaged through a seven-county 
segment of western Pennsylvania, the 
United Method ist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) had a representat ive on the scene 
and had released $1 ,500 to the Johnstown 
Council of Churches. Church World Ser
vice, relief arm of the National Council of 
Churches, di spatched personnel and fu nds 
within the first 24 hours and by July 26 had 
channeled some $20,000 worth of material 
suppli es includ ing blankets, towels, water 
purification tablets, health kits, school kits 
and liqu id soap. 

BOGM's Nationa l Division also sent a 
d isaster consultant who remained on the 
scene to aid in the massive task of planning 
for responding to the long-term needs of 
people. 

Estimates of the number of lives lost in the 
flood climbed past 100 in the last week of 
July, with scores of persons still missing. 

O f 50 Un ited Methodist congregations in 
the Johnstown District, 22 churches were 
damaged to some degree, with Trinity 
Church in Sca lp Level, Pa., virtually de
mol ished. Twenty members of Albright 
Church in Johnstown were killed and many 

members were still m1ss1ng. Conference 
officials estimated some 75 percent of the 
Albright membership was directly affected 
by the flood, either through the loss of 
relatives or damage to homes. The Bow
ersdale congregation in Tanneryvi lle lost at 
least 1 0 members. 

NEW CHARISMATIC FELLOWSHIPS 
FORM AT KANSAS CITY MEETING 

Two new fellowships of Charismatic 
Christians were formed at the nation 's first 
ecumenically-sponsored Charismatic Con
ference held in Kansas City, Mi ssouri . One 
was formed by about 60 members of the 
United Church of Christ, a liberal denomi
nation, the other was formed by about 50 
conference parti cipants who came from 
churches of the Wesleyan-Armeni an 
background. These included the Church of 
the Nazarene, the Wesleyan Church, the 
Free Methodist Church, the Church of God 
(Anderson, Ind .), and the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance. 

There is still no fellowship of charismatics 
w ithin the United Methodist Church, al
though the question of such a group arose 
several times during denominational ses
sions at the Kansas City meeting. Leaders of 
the United Methodi st group generally op-
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posed such a move, but, responding to 
urgings of some of the approximatel y 750 
United Methodi sts among the 60,000 con
ference parti cipants, agreed to consider the 
matter further. 

" We feel all Christians are partakers of 
the grace of God and there is no such th ing 
as a non-charismatic Christian, " the Rev. 
Ross Whetstone of Nashville, Tenn ., told 
reporters at a news conference. Dr. 
Whetstone, professor of evangelism at Scar
ritt College, was the United Methodist 
representative on the over-all planning 
committee for the conference. 

However, a substantial number of the 
United Methodist participants appeared to 
support a strong call for an organized group 
sounded by the Rev. Larry Eisenberg, Mar
low, Okla., a former Methodi st Board of 
Evange.lism staff member, who declared, 
" I'm going to come out of the woodwork 
when I get back home." 

Involved in the issue is the relationship, if 
any, between those in the chari smatic 
movement within United Methodi sm and 
the " Forum for Scriptural Chri stianity 
Within The United Methodist Church," 
usually referred to as the " Good News" 
movement. 

Dr. Whetstone, and other leaders here, 
appeared to observers to want to put at least 
some distance between the two groups, 
citing a desire to have the "whole church be 
a part of the charismatic movement. " 

On the other hand, the pastor of the 
3,800-member First United Methodist 
Church in Tulsa, Okla ., the Rev. L. D. 
Thomas, a member of the " Good News" 
board of directors, said he was going on to 
the latter group's annual meeting July 25-28 
with " a heavy heart" because of " fragmen
tation" within the church. 

Dr. Thomas sa id he thought the " Good 
News" movement was a natural place for 
charismatics in the denomination to come 
into contact with each other. 

The 1976 United Methodi st General 
Conference adopted an extensive series of 
guidelines for response of pastors, members 
and church officials to the charismatic 
movement, an emphasis which frequentl y 
has been devi sive in Christianity. 

" We know the misuse of mystical experi
ence is an ever-present possibility, " the 
statement said, " but that is no reason to 
preclude authentic and appropriate rela
tionships wi thin the Spirit. " 

" In facing the issues rai sed by charismatic 
experiences," the statement continued, " we 
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plead for a spiri t of openness and love. " 
Next to Roman Catholics, the largest 

group at Kan as City was made up of 
person from non-denominational Pen
teco tal fe llowships. The Rev. Judson 
Cornwa ll of Ri chard son, Texas, said the 
non-denom inational Pentecostal chari smat
ic have been divided over the i ue of 
"shepherding," the submission that some 
chari smati cs say must be made to spiritual 
leaders of their communities. 

However, he reported there ha been 
some reconci liation of the two non
denominational fe llowships during the con
ference here. 

The Assemb lies of God, one of the largest 
of the so-ca lled " classical " Pentecostal 
churches, was not a conference sponsor but 
its general secretary offered an opening 
prayer at a general session. Attending the 
conference but not on the program for the 
genera l sess ions was a minister often re
ferred to as " Mr. Pentecost," the Rev. David 
Dupless is. 

The tendency of some chari smatics to 
leave Churches of mainline denominations 
for non-denominational Pentecostal fellow
ships was deplored by Mr. Cornwall at a 
news conference. 

Some give the excuse they are " not being 
fed" in their trad itional churches so they 
leave to join independent churches that are 
predominantly charismatic, Mr. Cornwal l 
noted . 

But he said they shou ld stay in their own 
churches as long as possib le. " Don' t try to 
make the other members of your churches 
charismatics," he advised. " Just share your 
life with them. " 

The inclusion of the Church of the 
Nazarene in one of the two newly-formed 
fellowships was regarded as significant 
ince that denomination has expelled about 

SO of its ministers for having received the 
" Baptism of the Holy Spirit," the trademark 
of charismatics. 

Some Southern Baptist ministers have 
been disfellowshiped for endorsing the 
chari matic movement, and the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod frown s on it. 

The United Presbyterian Church has a 
fe llowship of charismatics known as the 
Presbyterian Charismatic Communion. It 
has liaison relationships with the Program 
Agency but it does not have official , or 
" Chapter 28, " status within the Church . 

(R.N.S. and U.M.C.) 

3,600 METHODIST MEN HOLD 
SECOND NATIONAL CONGRESS 

For 45 hours 3,600 United Methodi st 
Men from across the nat ion sang, prayed, 
li stened, discussed and shared inspiration 
and a fe llowship as warm as the sizz ling 
Midwest temperatures July 15-17 at Purdue 
University, West Lafayette, Ind. 

Symbolic of the weekend's emphasis on 
personal commi tment and enrichment was 
the reception accorded Keith Miller, author 
of several best-selling devotional books. 

One of four major speakers at the Second 
National Congress of United Methodist 

Men, Mr. Miller was greeted wi th a standing 
ovation when he concluded his address. 
Later in the weekend, the room housing an 
" experience group" whi ch he was to lead 
was filled to overflowing 30 minutes before 
the announced starting time, and even 
moving the sess ion to a room double the 
size did not accommodate those wanting to 
attend . 

In his address, the Epi copal Church 
layman from Port Arkansas, Texas, sa id the 
Christian church needs to " re-examine its 
game plan" and remember it is " in the 
business of healing brokenness" in indi
viduals. 

" We in the church have fa ntastic pro
grams, but we are not asking if anybody is 

dying," he asserted. " The task of the church 
is to unw rap people w ho have been brought 
to li fe by God and help them be what God 
made them to be." 

The two " experience groups" led by Mr. 
Miller were among 66 such offerings. In 
others the men could try their hand at 
ringing handbell s, discuss agricu ltural 
economics in relation to world hunger, air 
opinions on church schoo l curriculum, 
consider a Christi an's social responsibility 
in corporate investments, be introduced to 
liturgical dance, talk over " being assertive 
without being chauvini stic," and di scuss 
human ri ghts and U .S. foreign pol icy, 
among other things. 

Extended periods of singing and worship 

·j'TewjOund 
C9Lo'1e 

r.'11 his young orphan gir l has found love and a new life. She is one of 
~. 115 orphaned or abandoned children lovingly cared for at the Methodist 

Children's Home in Morretes, Brazil. 
The Christian devotion of the director and his wife, members of the 

local Methodist Church, made it possible to establish this home. Gifts from 
~razilian Methodists and support from the World Division of the Board of 
Global Ministries have kept it going. 

The need now is for a second dwelling so that other homeless children 
can be cared for. Much is being done at Morretes. Much still needs doing. 
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World Division 
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opened each plenary sess ion . Conc luding 
each day w as music in a half-dozen " coffee 
houses" scattered around the Purdue Uni 
versi ty campus, and prayer and sharing 
periods in the dormitories. 

The fi rst such gatheri ng of men in the 
denomination since 1969, the congress was 
sponsored by the Divis ion of Lay Life and 
Work of the Board of Discipleship. 

Major speakers in addition to Keith Mi ller 
were Don Paar lberg, an agri cultural 
economist and former professor and gov
ernment offi cia l from West Lafayette; 
Bishop Joseph H. Yeake l of Syracuse, N .Y., 
president, and the Rev. George H. Outen of 
Washington, D.C. , general secretary, both 
of the church' s Board of Church and 
Society. 

Speaki ng on the theme that man does not 
live by bread alone but by God's word , Dr. 
Outen said to fo llow God's word means to 
live his love w hich encompasses justi ce and 
mercy. 

The ch urch executive said he was happy 
to note the congress theme incorporated 
half of United Methodism's Q uadrennial 
Theme, " Com mitted to Chri st. " The other 
half, Dr. Outen po inted out, " is 'Cal led to 
Change. ' If we live by God's word and are 
comm itted to Christ, we w ill seek to be 
changed persons and to be change agents in 
soc iety. " 

Dec laring world hunger is " always with 
us" even w hen it is not on the front page, 
Dr. Paar lberg, the former chief economist 
with the U.S. Department of Agricu lture, 
ticked off things individuals ca n do to help 
eradicate hunger and publi c programs 
which can be of assistance. 

Incl uded in the former are support of 
vo luntary charitabl e agencies, agri cu ltural 
mission work, famil y pl anning, and the 
practice of moderation in " our own eating 
habits." Public programs he cited include 
Food-for-Peace, technical ass istance in ag
ri cu ltural production, and a liberal trade 
policy to provide other countries the too ls 
and equ ipment they need to improve their 
own production. 

Bishop Yeakel , declaring the church 
should " always be childlike but never 
chi ld ish," said " the past is worth cheri sh
ing, the present is worth ce lebrating, and 
the future is worth cha llenging." He urged 
the men to recogn ize the church's " unique
ness in coming together as a covenant 
people." 

A spiri tual highlight of the weekend was 
an evening in w hich the congress ce le
brated the passion and resurrection of Jesus 
in drama and Holy Communion . The loaf 
and cup were received between acts of 
Dorothy Sayers' play, " The M an Born to Be 
King." 

M iss ional priori ties for the quadrennium 
on evangelism, the ethni c minority local 
church and world hunger were refl ected in 
" experience groups" and exh ibits, but these 
were not among the most well-attended . It 
is estimated that only 15 men out of the 
3,600 attended the ethnic minority loca l 
church group. 

An offering received at the congress w ill 
go to two of United Methodism's M iss ional 
Priorities : World Hunger and the Ku llituklo 
Miss ion, Idabel, Okla., a Native American 
congregation w hi ch is part of the Ethnic 
Minority Loca l Church priority. Both are 
gifts through the Advance Specia l (designa
ted gift) channel. 

Participants in the group on the hunger 
priority stressed that " we've got to have the 
kind of government food po licy in w hich 
the fa rmer has some assu rance of an 
income." Support by some for a free 
enterpri se system in food po licy w as coun
tered by other opin ions that " we haven' t 

had a free enterprise in our country in a long 
time in many marketing areas." 

Those attending the sess ion on the ethni c 
minority loca l church were to ld " mea ning
ful inclusiveness" w ill strengthen the 
church since ethni cs, too, have something 
to give. The priority, it was emphasized, is 
not an ethnic program to push ethnic power 
but a fundamental program to strengthen al I 
the church. In the group, " open itinerancy" 
was cited as a critica l issue. It was noted 
on ly about 15 black mini sters are serv ing in 
predominantly w hite congregations in the 
denomination 's 39,000 loca l churches. 

One observer sa id the Congress was a 

CELEBRATING THE UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 
" Hallelujah!" sings Nige l Davies, 5, above, as his father, Russell Davies, leads group in 

song celebrating the recent formation of th e Uniting Church in Australia . 
The festivities in Sydney, marked the union of the Methodist, Presbyterian and 

Congregational Churches as one denomination. (RNS Photo) 
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" microcosm of the church. " Another re
marked that those in attendance were th e 
true " grass roots church , tho e not often 
seen on the church meeting c ircuit. " 

MALE DOMINANCE HELD 
RESU LT OF ADAM'S FALL 

The Catholic Church's opposition to the 
ordina ti on of women stems from the its 
fai lure to understand th at " Jesu was a 
prophet and not a member of the prie tl y 
class" and that He ca lled His disciples, both 
men and women, to be " witnesses ~o all 
mankind," a noted moral theo logian stated 
in De Pere, Wisconsin. 

Urited Nfethodism 
needs a 
Comprehensive 
Communications 
System. That's 
why we have ... 

. · Mass Commun ications Fund · 
'Now go and give 

His message ..• ' (Mk. 16:7) 

The Mass Communications 
Fund is new, but already it 
is having an impact on the 
church 's work in communica
tions . It is creating new chan
nels for our Christian witness 
and is reinfo rcing our existing 
communications tools. More 
opportunities will be available 
as the Mass Communications 
Fund grows. 

Your church helps through its 
fair-share support of MasCom. 
For more facts on how United 
Methodism can .':Go and give His 
message'.' write: 

United Methodist 
Comnuicatiens 
1200 Davis St 
Evanston, Ill. 60201 

Father Bernard Haering, C.SS.R ., sa id the 
" all -ma le priesthood is a ce lebra ti on of 
origina l sin " becau e male dominance is a 
resu lt of man's fall in the garden . " Sa lvation 
through the death and resurrection of Christ 
should hea l thi s rift in mankind ." 

The German Redemptorist priest, par
ti cipating in a three-week St. Norbert Co l
lege Summer Theologica l Institute, re
peated ly referred to the role of women in 
the Catho lic Church, admi tting that he is 
"puzz led by the recen t decree issued from 
the Vatican agai nst the ordina tion of worn-
en .11 

Long a supporter of an equal ro le for 
women in the Church, Father Haering said 
he now wonders how th e Church can 
proclaim women-such as St. Catheri ne of 
Sienna and St. Theresa of Avila- Doctors of 
the Church, yet deny them ordination . 

" Many of these questions such as wom
en's ordinati on would be looked at totally 
differentl y if we understood th at Jesus was a 
prophet, and not a member of the priestl y 
c lass," he said . 

" Ch rist was a layman, a lay preacher" 
and not a member of the hered itary Jewish 
priesthood, but was ano inted by the Holy 
Spirit as a prophet, the theo logian ex
plained . 

Father Haering, w ho has taught for many 
years at the Academia A lfonsiana (Lateran 
University) in Rome and is the author of 
" Med ica l Ethics" and " Sin in a Secular 
Age," sa id that proper understanding of 
Chri st as prophet is vita l to the women 's 
ordination que tion . 

" For Chri st, priesthood was service, not 
male dominance," he said, add ing his belief 
that one of the major needs of the Church is 
" to be libera ted from the wrong use of 
authority and an alli ance wi th wea lth ." 

In declaring that Christ as prophet ca lled 
on His disci ples to be " witnesses to all 
mankind," Father Haering asked: " Who 
can doubt throughout the ages that both 
men and women have been consecrated by 
the Holy Spirit, have been ca lled as wit
nesses?" 

While an advocate of greater invo lve
ment of women in the Church, the Redemp
tori st theologian does not recommend ordi 
nation as the main thrust of the women's 
movement in the Church . 

He encourages women " first to become 
more d irectly acti ve in the Church. Before 
ordi nation women must lea rn to give all that 
they can give. They must also become part 
of the decision-making process." 

" Then ordination w ill fa ll as the ripe fruit 
from the tree," Father Haering promised. 

(RNS) 

DR. HERMANN N. MORSE, 89; 
HOME MISSIONS SPECIALIST 

The Rev. Dr. Hermann N . Morse, a 
longtime United Presbyterian and ecumeni
cal leader whose ministerial career spanned 
more than 60 years, died July 16 in 
Washington, D.C. at the age of 89. He had 
been moderator of the General Assembly of 
the United Presbyterian Church, general 
secreta ry of the Board of National Missions 
for 10 years, and a key figure in the 
founding of the National Council of 
Churches. 

" His was a day when mission was 
transmitted th rough great personalities," 
said the Rev. Kenneth G. Neigh, who 
succeeded Dr. Morse as chief executive of 
the national missions operation . " Much of 
our mission initiative and design was the 
product of his mind ... Most of what we are 
and much of what we believe came from 
him." 

Also speak ing at the funeral service in the 
New York Avenue Presbyterian Church of 
Washington , D.C. was William P. 
Thompson, stated clerk of the General 
Assemb ly and pre ident of the National 
Counci l of Churches, who described Dr. 
Morse as "a merry man, who refl ected the 
joy of the Christian life. " A wood scu lpture 
wh ich dominates the Claremont street en
trance to the lnterchurch Center is placed 
there in tribute to Dr. Morse. 

Dr. Mor e was born in Ludington, Mich ., 
and was grad uated from Alma College and 
Union Theological Seminary, N .Y. Or
dained in 1911 , he spent most of his 
mini stry in home missions administration. 
He w rote three interdenominational mis
sion texts, " Toward a Christian America," 
" These Moving Times," and " Again 
Pioneers," and he was an authority in rural 
and community soc io logy. He attended the 
West End Presbyterian Church in New York 
City before moving to Washington two and 
a half years ago. 

H a nd-colored photog1·uph 
of your chu rch or any 
sce ne on pretty 1 0~-inc h 
gold-rim plates. Orders 
liHed for one dozen or 
more plates. Also church 
note paper in quantity. 
Write for free info1·ma
tion. Dfo.: PT. WO 

FERRELL'S ART WARE 
Appomattox. Virginia 24 522 
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A Public Service of this "'II 
magazine & The Advertising Council ~ 

If Red Cross hadn't trained 
young Lars Alecksen in 
lifesaving techniques, last 
summer Adam Gauthier 
just m ight have ended up 
one more drowning statis
tic. (Adam's alive and well 
today, thank you, and in 
the first grade in Man
itowoc, Wisconsin.) 

We're not asking for 
medals (Lars is the one 
who deserves those). But 
we do need your con
tinued support. Help us. 
Because the things we do 
really help. In your own 
neighborhood. And 
across America. And the 
world. 

Adam 
Gauthier 
counted 

onus.. 

We're 
counting on 

you. 

Red Cross. The Good Neighbor. 

ZA IRE'S CHURCH SCHOO LS 
BADLY NEED REHABILITATION 

An executive of the United M ethodi st 
Board of G loab l Min istries has esti mated 
that it wi ll take about 10 years to " rehabi li
tate" schoo ls that are bei ng returned to 
Churches in Za ire by the government of that 
African country. 

The Rev. Juel Nordby, executive secretary 
in the Africa office of the globa l ministri es 
board 's World Division, to ld Religious 
News Service that on Sept. 11 the schoo ls 
w ill be off icially returned to the Churches. 
They had been taken over by the govern
ment in 1974. 

Report ing on a recent v isit to Zai re, Dr. 
Nordby sa id, " It was almost unbe lievable to 
me that during a period of two years, the 
schoo l system should have been so com
pletely wasted, even to the point of bu i ld ing 
deteriorati on." 

When the schoo ls are returned to the 
Churches, the Un ited Methodi st executive 
explai ned, they wi ll still be considered a 
part of the national educa ti onal system of 
Za ire. 

Under the agreement negotiated w ith the 
government, the head of each Church in 

WILLIAM SLOAN E COFFI N, JR . 
TO BE RI VERSIDE 'S MINISTER 

The congregation of Riverside Church in 
New York City has voted to call the Rev. 
W il liam Sloane Coffi n, Jr., the prominent 
soc ial activist and former Ya le University 
chaplain, as its Sen ior Mi nister. 

The d irector of the search committee sa id 
the d ivorce of the United Presbyterian 
minister had been the most con trovers ial 
aspect of his career for the comm ittee. 

The mi nister addressed the congregation 
before the vote was taken. Following his 
approva l, he said, " I to ld the congregation 
that divorce was a sin, but that sins can be 
forgiven. I am very touched that they can 
accept that. " 

A native of New York City, Mr. Coffin is a 
member of the fami ly that owns the Fifth 
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Za ire w ill appoint a schoo l coordinator as 
the so le contact person between the schoo ls 
and the government. 

"A tremendous amount of power is 
placed in the hands of that person to hire 
and fi re and set financial standards," Dr. 
Nordby said . 

The Afr ica specia list commented that 
" there is a tremendous amount of expecta
tion and enth usiasm all over Zaire, " w ith 
both \he government and the Churches 
antici pating a return to "order and di sc i
pline" in the schoo ls in the Fall. 

But Dr. Nordby noted that the negative 
side of the picture is that " there is no 
indicati on yet where all the money wi ll be 
coming from" to operate the schools. 

He re lated that the govern ment wi ll pay 
teachers' sa laries and some of the costs of 
rehabi li tating the schools, but antici pated 
that it would take a decade for the schools 
to be fully restored. 

The Uni ted Method ist executive sa id he 
has been tel ling miss ions offic ials of his and 
other denominations in Zaire that vo luntary 
agencies "could not maintain an educa
tional system for a country l ike Zaire" 
through vo lunta ry contributions. 

Ave nu e fu rn iture store known as 
" Sloane's". During World War II he was 
commissioned an officer of paratroopers at 
Fort Benni ng, Ga., and later trai ned U.S. 
troops in France. He was later an agent for 
the Central Intell igence Agency. For the last 
17 years he has been a chap lai n at Ya le 
University, w here he became nat ionall y 
known for his protest acti vitie in the civi l 
ri ghts and anti-war movements. He and 
pediatrician Benjami n Spock were among 
five defendants in a widely publ icized 
conspiracy case involv ing draft res istance. 
They were convicted of counseli ng to evade 
the draft, bu t thei r conv ictions were over
turned . 

In an interview last year, Mr. Coffin said 
that " with every passi ng year, I fee l myself 
more and more of an orthodox Chri stian
not a conventional Christian." 
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The October issue wi ll be a special one on The 
Caribbean Crescent, which can a lso serve as 
supple me nta ry materia l fo r those who are ma king 
thi s stud y in their mi ssion schools. Incl uded wi ll be 
interviews with the heads of the Methodi st Chu rch in 
the Caribbean a nd the Caribbean Counc il of 
Churches and persona l pieces by pe rsons in mi ssion 
servi ng in Haiti , G renada and the Vi rgin Islands. 
The re a re a rti c les about the churc h in Cuba, the 
Domini can Republic and Puerto Rico. In addition to 
a n overview of politics a nd econo mics in the a rea, 
there are articles by persons from the Caribbean 
describing why people em igrate to the U.S. and 
looking a t the ir homeland . 

In a little city 
by the sea, 
missionaries confront 
world-sized concerns. 
Come, join us. 
Overseas Ministries Study Center 
Oct. 25-28 Salvation and Survival: Relating the Gospel lo Human Justice. Samuel Escobar. 
President , Latin American Theological Fraternit y. Cordoba. Argentina. 

Nov. 1-4 Personal and Group Spiritual Development. Thomas E. Clarke . S.J .. Gonzaga 
Center for Renewal. and Sis ter Mary Daniel Turner . S. N . D .deN .. Executi ve Director . 
Leadership Conference of Women Reli gious . 

Nov. 7-11 Church Growth in Missiological Perspective. C . Peter Wag ner. 
School of World Mission. Fuller T heolog ica l Seminary . 

Nov. 14-18 Communicating God 's Way: 
Jesus· Model for Cross-Cultural 
Communication. C harles Kraft , School of 
World Mission. Fuller T heologica l 
Seminary. 

Nov. 28-Dec. 2 The Holy Spirit and 
Charismatic Renewal : Implications for 
Christian Mission. J . Rodman William . President. Melodyland School of 
Theology , and Francis S. MacNutt. 0 . P., Direc tor of Merton Hou e . 

Dec. S-9 Christian Mjssion in Retrospect and Prospect. R. Pierce Beaver , Professor 
Emeritus , Unive rsi ty of C hicago Divinity School. and former Director of the O MSC. 

Jan . 2-6 and 9-13, 1978 Christian Witness in a Pluralistic World. Seminars for theologica l 
student . co-sponsored by eminaries . Each week is a separa te unit , bu t together they give 
a comprehensive surve y of the contempora ry world mission. Op ti onal field education 
expe ri ence in the Caribbean. Jan. 14-22. Academic credit may be arranged . 

Regi trati on $25 each course. Room and mea ls add itional. 

A re · identia l cente r of cont inuing education for cross-cultural and inte rnati onal ministries . 

Offe ring 36 furni shed apartments to mi s iona ri es on furlough and natio nal church person 
from overseas who a re committed to in te llectu al and spiritual re newal. 

Providing supervised recreational program and fac ilities for children of fa milies in 
residence , located one block from the At lanti c Ci y Boardwalk ... and the sea . 

For applicati on and further information write to : 

Gerald H. Anderson , Director or Norman A. Horner , Associate Director 
OVERSEAS MINISTRIES STUDY CENTER, Ventnor, New Jersey 08406 

Publishers of the OCC AS IO AL BULL ET IN 
OF MISSIO A RY R ESEA RC H 

Concerned about 
World Hunger? 

• • • so is New 
World Outlook 

In recent issues we have carried such 

informative and provocative articles as: 

" Food as a Tool for Foreign Policy" (July

August} about the effect of commodity 

giveaways , "A Church's Emphasis on World 

Hunger" (June} about a congregation in 

Michigan , "The Politics of Starvation in 
Eritrea" (May} about how relief supplies fail 

to reach Africans in Eth iopia, " A New Look 
for an Old Mission" (May} about a soya 

enterprise in Ind ia , and " Grain Rese rves" 
(May) on the pros and cons of reserves and 

the case for internationally controlled 

stocks . 

Also , "Thailand , Land of the Fad ing 

Smile" (May} about how small farmers go 

hungry in a land that exports food , " More 

than Food" (July-August} how two New York 

City churches feed 900 people a day with 
" meals on heels ," and " Reclaiming the 
Land" (March) about how a UMCOR-related 

project in the Hebron area of the West Bank 

turns rocky hillsides into olive groves . 

New World Outlook is your best source for 

in-depth analysis and reporting of hunger 

problems and your best source for informa
tion on what the Church is doing about 

hunger . 
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