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MISSIO•MEMO 
· News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

March, 1977 

Pacific Homes. A United Methodist-related retirement complex in Los Angeles, 
which has been losing up to $500,000 a month because contracts· written in the 
early 70s don't cover increased expenses, faces bankruptcy as a result of an 
adverse decision by the California Department of Health prohibiting the homes 
from renegotiating the contracts. The decision came as an unexpected blow to 
the efforts of the Pacific and Southwest Annual Conference to save Pacific 
Homes from bankruptcy. Last year, the conference approved a $5 million finan
cial campaign for the retirement complex, but the campaign was made contingent 
on the signing of new contracts by the nearly 2,000 residents. An informal 
survey estimates that 85 percent of the residents favor new contracts . The 
corporation's board of directors has decided to file for bankruptcy if the 
state's action is upheld. Last October, a conference treasurer said the Pacific 
Homes situation was the most serious ever faced by the United Methodist Church 
in regard to its retirement homes. 

~Numbers. More than 4,0d0,000 persons were served by 326 health and wel
fare agencies related to the United Methodist Church during the 1975-1976 
reporting year . Of those, approximately l ,000,000 were either residents or 
patients, with the rema i nder being non-residents or out-patients . Al most 
185,000 persons received free or part-pay serv i ces valued at $65.6 mill i on and 
more than 30,000 volunteers gave 2,351 ,101 hours of service . Local chu rches 
and annual conferences gave $11 ,361 ,726 toward total budgets of $1,226,630,596 . 
The statistics are based on reports of 275 institutions . 

Trifa Update. The Orthodox Church has notified the National Council of Churches 
that Archbishop Valerian Trifa "will not function as a member " of the NCC gov
erning board during church and civil proceedings underway. Trifa has denied 
Jewish accusations of war crimes in Rumania during World War II. Meeting in 
February, the NCC executive committee welcomed the action , which it had re
quested last December. An Orthodox representative cautioned the NCC aga i nst 
prejudging the guilt of Trifa while acknowledging the moral dilemma the case 
poses. 

Stockholder Action . BOGM's World Division has joined four other religious 
organizations to file two shareholder resolutions seeking disclosure informa
tion about minority group placement in the work force of J . P. Stevens & Com
pany, as well as disclosure of the textile firm's labor policies and practices. 



Uganda. Joining the world-wide char s of de nds for an internatio al i i
gation into the death of Anglican Arc bis op Ja a i Luw mad t go er 
ministers, t e orld Counc il of Churc .es Executi e Corrmi tee described t e rag
edy as "one roore in the series of brutal events w ic a e c aracterized a si -
year reign of terror in which thousands have been surrmarily illed" a d req est
ed the U Co ission o Human Rights to " nderta eat roug inves iga io ; to 
the systematic and gross violation of uman rig ts in t at co try .... 11 Canon 
Burgess Carr, head oft e All Africa Conference of C re es, describ d e dea 
of the Arc bishop as "m rder" . The Ugandan government claims t e ar bis op 
and two ministers were illed in an autoroobile accident allowing their arres 
on charges of plotting to overthrow t e govern nt of President ld1 1n. 

Pi eville. Te boa~d of directors of the t odist Hospital of entuc y in 
Pi eville has appealed the recent order of the ational Labor Relations Board 
requiring the hospital to reinstate 266 non-professional wor ers who en o 
stri e in 1972. The board has appealed the order to the Sixt Circ i Court o 
Appeals at Cincinnati, Ohio. The LRB ruling says t e hospital mus cease ro 
discouraging membership in orrmunications or ers of America, AFL-CIO, or any 
other labor organization, by failing or refusing to reinstate or rehir any 
employees engaged in the stri e. 

Rhodesia. The Smith regime has stopped publication o Umbowo respected ne s
pape of the Christian Council of R odesia. The paper has repea edl clas d 
with the qovernment o er such issues as salary differenc s bet een blac and 
white teachers, the forced eviction of tribal people o ma e way or European 
settlers, and politically ti ated court sentences. In recent years two o 
Umbowo's editors have been arrested, issues o the ne spaper have been con
fiscated and the paper has been temporarily banned. Founded in 1918 by he 

thodist Church, Umbowo became tne voice of the blac ajori y und r t e ed-
itorship of Eze ie uni e, a Crusade Scholar, 1966-71. t beca an ecu 
ical publication in 1975. The rld Division oft e Board o Global 1n1stri s 
and an agency of he ational Council of C urches have financially supported 
Umbowo. 

~ anted. The Office of issionary Personnel, BOG is loo mg or child 
care wor ers/houseparer ts. Openings exist a Alas a Children's Ser ices 
Anchorage; Henderson Settlement Fra es, y. · he United odis C ildr n' s 
Home, echan1csburg Pa.; ashti School Thomasville, Ga . and Sag r Bro 
Sc ool Baldwin a. Both singles and couples are needed · perso s it o 
c ildren are gi en preference. Salary rang s ro 6 000 o 13,200 (t g -
er range or a couple in Alas a} wit roo and of en board nclud d. 

Unit . C r1stian un ' ty 
Ro C. ichols told the a iona 
Feb. 14. " I personally question 11 

ion of he whole churc is either 
history. " Bi s op ichol s deplor 
to God ' s w 11 and ur ed C r s 
abr dged channel s o co u ica 



Sacraments everywhere," joint witness and service , and encouragement of "i ndi s
criminate membership and pa rticipation of all persons-- regard l ess of color, 
cu lture or nationa l or igin." The bishop did not men t ion the 10-denomination 
Consultation on Church Union by name , but his remarks had imp li cations for that 
body which is the major U.S. organization pushing t owards organic un ion. 
COCU' s executive chief, Dr. Gerald F. Mo ede , agreed t hat "homogeni zat io n" of 
the churches is u desirable, but asser t ed t hat the organic un i ty COCU intends 
does not mean the creation of a "monolithic" union. 

Ch urch and State . Several recent di sclosures abou t government ac t ions on 
church- rela ted matters hav e ra is ed a number of di sturbing ques tion s. In Chi
cago, release of Po l ice Depar t ment file s showed surveillance of the UMC Northern 
Ill inoi s Conference, incl uding board meetings, ann ual conference sessions, 
fi nanci al all ocations and appoin t me nts of pa sto rs and district superintendents . 
The data was rel eased afte r law suits by the Alliance to End Repre ssion and the 
Ame r ican Civi l Li bert i es Un ion. Much of t he police material referred to the 
Conferenc e 's work with t he All i ance, a group of about seventy Chicago-area 
churches and human relat ions , priso n reform and civil rights organizations .... 
The FBI has i ntimida t ed and harassed women ' s groups, according to a story in 
t he Los Angeles Ti me s. This report only confirms what many people have known 
for a-Tong ti me, says Peggy Billings of the Women's Division of BOGM. She 
li nked the FBI 's use of grand juries for "fishing expeditions " to the current 
case of t wo women staff members of the Episcopal Church's Hispanic Commi t tee, 
faced with grand j ury subpoenas in connection with the 1975 bombing of Fraunces 
Tavern in New Yor k City .. .. A new internal Revenue Service "definition" that 
auxiliary organi zat ions of churches must be "exclusively religious " could lead 
to "increas i ng interference by the Federal government in the affairs of the 
churc h" , according to Stanley D. Morrow, UMC Board of Pensions' general secre
tary. Churc h leaders, both Catholic and Protestant, have expressed concern 
that the IRS action would place such programs as schools, hospitals, orphanages 
and homes for the aging under closer government scrutiny . 

Missions . Protestant mis s ions from No rth America are "doing well" with an up
surge of youth i nvolvement, according to the new edition of Mission Handbook, 
wh ic h i s published once every three years by World Vision International and 
contains i nformatio n on 620 Protestant mission -sending agencies in 182 countries 
outside t he U. S. and Ca nada. The handbook editor, Edward R. Dayton, says that 
you ng peopl e are i ncreasingl y interested in missions. Some mission agencies 
are geared espec i all y for short-term youth, including Youth With a Mission, 
wi t h 1 ,000 short-termers, Teen Missions with 745, and Operation Mobilization 
wi t h 200 f rom North American and hundreds from other countries. The handbook 
shows that 25 percent of missionaries are involved in direct communicati on of 
t he Christ i an message with the purpose of winning men and women to Christ; 25 
percent are engaged in helping to strengthen national churches. Brazil con
t in ues to receive t he largest number of missionaries, followed by Japan, Mexico, 
t he Philippi nes and Kenya. The largest agencies are the Wycliffe Bible Trans
la t ors (2,693 ) , Southern Baptists (2,667), Seventh-day Adventists (1 ,360), 
Churches of Christ (l,296), Assemblies of God (l,081), and Baptist Mid -Missions 
(905 ) . In terms of 1975 income for overseas ministry, the Southern Baptists 
lead wi t h $52 million, followed by the Seventh-day Adventists with $25 million. 



Farmworkers. The Crisis Fund of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. (So~thern) 
has granted $10,000 to aid Florida farmworkers now jobless because of the 
freeze of vegetable and citrus crops. President Carter has designated Florida 
a major disaster area and will release $30 million in aid to farmworkers, 11 but 
this will provide only about $64 a week for 10 weeks of unemployment compensa
tion,11 according to the Rev. Robert P. Douglass, executive secretary of the 
PCUS Florida synod. Funds will be used to buy food and meet basic needs of 
farmworkers who lost their source of income wheD the freeze wiped out the Flor
ida vegetable crop and extensively damaged the citrus crop. 

People. The Rev'. J. Safdar Quadir Bakhsh, 60, has been elected a bishop of 
the Church of Pakistan, 9enomination formed in 1970 through union of the United 
Methodist, Anglican, Lutheran and United (Presbyterian) churches. A former 
teacher and civil servant, he has been pastor of Central Church in Lahore since 
1963 .... Bishop Juan Vasguez del Valle has been re-elected head of the 8,000-
member Methodist Church of Chile, which celebrates its centennial next year. 

Deceased. Mrs. Mary Takamine, member of the board of directors of the Board 
of Global Ministries and secretary of Simpson UMC, Denver, died of a heart 
attack December 29, while hosting the Pacific Northwest-Rocky Mountain Japanese 
Youth Conference .... Miss Gene Phillips, for 25 years a leader in dissemination 
of factual information about leprosy and a former director of Public Relations 
for American Leprosy Missions, died in New York on February 12 .... John Hubley, 
a well-known film maker a·nd co-head of Hubley studios with his wife Faith, 
died after open heart surgery in February. Hubley studios produced several an
imated films, including "Second Chance Sea" for the Board of Global Ministries. 

Northern Ireland. Despite the emergence of the new peace movement, 1976 turned 
out to be the worst year of violence in Northern Ireland since 1972, the Rev. 
William J. Arlow, general secretary of the Irish Council of Churches, told U.S. 
church leaders. Killed were 300 people, with 3,000 injured; the number of 
shootings was up, and explosions increased to 1800. The Peace People have now 
spelled out their strategy for peace, working from the ground up through new 
and existing peace and community groups but many people, including the political 
leaders, have begun to write off the movement as irrelevant. Peopie have be
come disillusioned, rightly or wrongly, because they expected the Peace People 
to produce a political solution but the political deadlock continues. Conse
quently, Mr. Arlow regards the situation now as potentially the most dangerous 
since the present troubles began eight years ago. There is still a widespread 
desire for peace but this is not coupled with a willingness to pay the price 
of peace. 

Meetings. Church literacy educators from at least 20 nations will meet March 
21-31 at Stony Point, New York, to explore such questions as how churches can 
increase the commitment of governments to literacy and adult education, what is 
the role of church adult educators in restrictive countries of the left or right, 
and how educational programs should relate to development efforts in agriculture, 
public health and nutrition. 
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·=Q EDITORIALS CTI 
Unity and Hope 

The single insanity about which the 
world seems most complacent is the 
threat of nuclear annihilation. Recently, 
a 21-year-old Princeton University stu
dent who last Spring wrote a 34-page 
paper on how to build an A-Bomb was 
contacted by officials representing the 
Pakistani and French governments. The 
young man refused both requests and 
contacted the CIA, which in turn 
brought in the FBI. But as Senator 
Proxmire noted, the incident aptly dram
atized the "peril of nuclear proliferation." 
Our globe more and more . resembles a 
fuse bomb with an increasing number 
of people holding matches. 

President Carter, who has a degree 
in nuclear technology but no experience 
in arms negotiations, has clearly made 
the avoidance of a nuclear Armageddon 
one of his top priorities. This month he 
will send the new Secretary of State, 
Cyrus Vance, to Moscow to pursue arms 
negotiation, which one hopes will lead to 
broader agreements to halt the spread 
of nuclear weapons among other coun
tries. The new American President was 
refreshingly candid and specific in his 
first press conference on the nature of 
the accord he sought- some say he was 
too candid- and we are hopeful that 
future specifics will include backing 
off from production of the Air Force's 
multi-billion dollar plaything, the B-1 
bomber. The new dirnctor of the Arms 
Control and Disarmament Agency, Paul 
Warnke, has written: "It is futi le to buy 
things we don't need in the hope that 
this will make the Soviet Union more 
amenable. The Soviets are far more apt 
to emulate than to capitulate. We 
should, instead, try a policy of restraint, 
while calling for matching restraint from 
the Soviet Union." 

The subject of arms control, disarma
ment and national security is a genuinely 
complex issue requiring the highest 
levels of expertise. It is also the ki.1d of 
issue where the goal-to remove from 
the world the threat of a nuclear holo
caust-is immediately apparent to the 
layman. Let us hope that the expertise 
employed in the Carter Administration 
will not be used to protect special in
terests or to confuse the general public 
but to arrive at the goal. For there is 
one other thing about this issue: if we 
fail, there is no second chance. 

Speaking of Insanity 
Two things we know the Lord surely 

hates (Proverbs 6: 17) are feet that run 
swiftly to do evil and hands that shed 
innocent blood. The brutal and horrible 
murder of seven white Roman Catholic 
missionaries by African terrorists in Rho
desia is a painful setback to the cause of 
a peaceful settlement and a reminder 
that the Reformation doctrine of the 
depravity of Man is not without empiri
cal evidence. Said Archbishop Patrick 
Chakaipa, "It was an evil act. Whoever 
did this makes a mockery of the ideals 
they claim to serve." The butchery is 
especially tragic because the Roman 
Catholic Church in Rhodesia has been 
one of the strongest supporters through 
the years of the cause of majority rule. 

If any good will come out of this 
despicable deed it will be if people see 
the futility of the ideology which has 
gained so much ground in recent years 
- that the end justifies the means. No 
cause can justify the murder of innocent 
persons. 

What does happen almost inevitably 
in situations of political stalemate is that 
middle positions are undercut, rational
ity gives way to frustrations which ex
plode in force and brute sh·ength be
comes the arbiter. This is a progression 
no one should want, and one that the 
Ian Smith regime should certainly seek 
to avoid unless it is stupid enough to 
think that a race war will save it. 

What is necessary is a renewed effort 
to reach a proper negotiated settlement. 
Toward this end the moderate forces on 
all sides must be supported diplomati
cally, especially by the United States, 
which British negotiator Ivor Richards 
admitted was the only outside power 
with any clout in southern Africa. The 
government of Ian Smith must be pres
sured to return to the negotiating table 
and the nationalist factions must be pres
sured to get their act together and quit 
their petty wrangling for supremacy. 

Bad Law Is Bad Morality 
It is an unfortunate tendency of human 

nature to wish away difficult moral 
problems by passing a law. Questions of 
morality usually involve conflicting val
ues and therefore a legal approach 
causes as many problems as it solves. 

A prime example of these difficulties 

in this country have been laws dealing 
with obscenity and pornography. The 
U.S. Supreme Court wrestled unsuccess
full y with the problem of defining these 
terms for a period of years. In 1973, they 
came up with a decision which in effect 
abdicated this responsibility by making 
"local standards" normative, heaved a 
collective sigh of relief, and obviously 
hoped that they were finished with the 
whole distasteful subject. 

What has happened since then proves 
how wrong they were. The latest ex
ample of this was the conviction of 
Hustler publisher Larry Flynt in Cin
cinnati on charges of engaging in organ
ized crime and pande1ing pornography. 

In case anyone does not know by now, 
Hustler is a "girlie" magazine of very 
explicit depiction of sexual matters. In 
terms of taste, it will certainly get no 
defence from us although it obviously 
gratified enough tastes to make Mr. F lynt 
a millionaire. But a trial of a publication 
in a location where it is not p roduced 
and where its publisher does not even 
live on charges of "organized crime" 
raises questions of free speech that are 
a good deal more serious threats to the 
society than dirty pictures ever were. 

Christianity, we should remember, is 
based upon a concept of freedom of will 
and freedom of choice including the 
choice to do the wrong thing. That is a 
question of sin. It is serious enough 
that we can never give up that choice to 
the state. , 

he state, for its part, can set up 
community standards in law but it is 
one of the glories of a fr ee society that 
dissent from standards be protected as 
much as possible, p articularly in matters 
of private conduct. 

Sexual conduct is by definition among 
the most private and we should be very 
wary about state intrusion. The proble~ 
here is that community standard are m 
great confusion ; citizens simply do not 
agree on many emotionally charged is
sues. 

So much more the reason that an at
tempt to settle this issue by ~at is 
doomed to fai lure. All that results is bad 
law, which causes even le s respect for 
community standards. Bad law in a real 
sense is bad morality. 

There is no easy out for anyone in 
this situation. Parents and upholders of 
moral standards have our work cut out 
for us . But it is our work; not that of the 
law courts. 
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truggle . . . contemplation 
.. . communion . Can these 
be combined ? At Taize (Teh 

ZA Y) in centra l France I experienced 
a resounding yes. 

Taize is a un ique monastic com
munity, yet mo re. It is a movement 
of the Sp irit, of young people and 
those young in heart who believe 
that God is calling them to deeper 
prayer, to w ider communion w ith 
others, and to stru ggle fo r socia l j us
tice. 

Taize fi rst tou ched my life in 
Berkeley, California as two fr iends 
of Taize min istered to me. Neither 
was ordained. Both came from coun
tries and religious traditions differ
ent from my own. Each gave a year 
of voluntary service to share what 
they called the " joyful news." Their 
testimony was simple yet convincing 
to one seeking to combine in his life 
struggle, contemplation and com
munion. 

It was summed up for me in these 
words from what they called the 
Letter to the People of God : 

" The risen Christ is preparing 
his people to become at one 
and the same time a contempla
tive people, thirsting for God ; 
a people of justice, living the 
struggle of men and peoples 
exploited ; a people of commu
nion, where the non-bel iever 
also f inds a creative place." 

Seeking to learn more, I visited 
Taize for the first time last August. 
I was not the only one to do so. 
Over 1400 seekers filled the tents on 
the hillside during that week. 

Seeing Taize for the first time, I 
wondered if I had come to the right 
place. What an ideal retreat center! 
Located in a distant village far from 
city traffic and factory noises, it 
could have become a center devoted 
solely to meditation, to withdrawal 
from the world and its problems. 
Then I learned its history. 

When the Prior, Brother Roger, 
first came to Taize as a young man 
not long after the start of World 
War 11 , he was alone. The village 
was on the very border between 
free and Nazi-occupied France. 
Roger's home for two years became 
a refuge for resistance workers and 

Mr. Thomas is a United Methodist mis
sionary in Zambia, East Africa. He visited 
Ta ize enroute to the United States on 
furlough . 

• 

''We celebrate 
(the risen Christ) 

• present in 
the eucharist, 
alive in the 

Church, hidden 
in man our brother.'' 

New World Outlook • Much 1977 [113 ) 9 
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Brother Roger Schutz, prior and founder 
of the Taize' community. 

fo r Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi tyr
anny. The next two years Roger 
himself spent in exile in Switzerland . 
There he was joined by young men 
w ho sta rted working out their first 
steps in com mon life. While accept
ing the traditi onal monastic vows of 
celibacy, poverty, and obedience, 
they had no desire to withdraw from 
worldly conce rn s. 

A first challenge arose upon th eir 
return to Taize in 1945. Binding up 
the wounds of war meant finding in 
the enemy brothers in need . Eagerly 

New World Outlook • March 1977 

Roger and others invited German 
prisoners nearby to visit and pray 
together with the new Taize Com
munity. 

The next Taize struggle was to ex
perience the visible unity of Chris
tians across barriers of creed and 
denomination, race and nation . In 
predominately Catholic France, that 
meant opening the community's 
membership . Today the more than 
70 Taize brothers include both Prot
estants and Catholics, both lay and 
ordained persons. One comes from 
Asia, another Africa, and ~till others 
from the Americas, North and South . 
They are attempting to promote the 
visible unity of all Christians by ex
ample rather than preaching. " Ecu
menism," Brother Roger has written , 
" is quite simply receiving everyone." 

The Taize brand of ecumenism is 
infectious! In the 1960's thousands 
of young people "discovered" Taize. 
It has not been the same since. 
Many young people were asking 
during the student revolts , " How 
can we express hope in an increas
ingly hard world?" 

For the people of God, the way 
forward seemed to gather together 
those who in every land believe that 
Christ and the Gospel are the an
swer to a world without hope. Vol
unteers visited youth in other lands 
to celebrate with them our oneness 
in Christ. They invited others to join 
with them in proclaiming the news 
that the risen Christ urges us his 
followers towards a radical commit
ment to Him. 

After six years of careful prepara
tion , Taize enthusiasts in August 
1974 launched the Council of Youth, 
with 40,000 present to celebrate its 
beginning. 

At first the newcomer may find 
the Council elusive. I missed a visi
ble structure of constitution , officers 
and program. There are no member
ship cards or pins or even pledge 
forms. 

The words " celebration " and 
"communion" better describe it. 
" At the heart of the Council of 
Youth is the risen Christ," Taize 
youth declare. " We celebrate Him 
present in the eucharist, alive in the 
Church, hidden in man our brother." 

Worship at Taize 

To celebrate Christ present at 
Taize means first and foremost to 
worship together. Bells called all to 
pray at sunrise, noon , and sunset 
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LETIER TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

In December, 1976 Brother Roger, 
prior of the ecumenical Taize com
munity in France, presented a "Second 
Letter to the People of God," written 
by himself and an international team 
of young adults who spent several 
weeks in the slums of Calcutta, India 
and Chittagong, Bangladesh. Here are 
excerpts: 

-"In Asia, we have been con
firmed in our certainty that the 
wounds now tearing human ity apart 
can be healed ... . As a contribution 
to this future, the People of God 
has one possibility all its own ; 
spread across the entire. world , it 
can build up a parable of sharing in 
the human family. Such a parable 
will have force ~nough to propagate 
itself, shaking even the most immov
able systems and creating commu
nion throughout the whole human 
family." 

-"The creation with others of a 
parable of sharing is first and fore
most a question of material posses
sions .. .. In transforming your life, 
nobody is asking you to opt for 
stark austerity without any beauty or 
joy. Share everything you have, and 
freedom will be yours. Resist the 
urge to consume-the more you buy 
the more you need. The accumula
tion of reserves, for yourself or for 
your children, is the beginning of 
injustice." 

- " It is not possible to change 
living-standards overnight. So we call 
Upon families, Christian communi
ties and Church leaders, to establish 
a plan covering seven years, en
abling them to give up, in successive 
stages, everything that is not abso
lutely indispensable, beginning with 
what is spent on prestige." 

- " Sharing is also going to mean 
char1geS in where you live. Turn 
your home into a place of constant 
welcome, a house of peace and for
giveness. Simplify where you live, 
but without demanding the same of 
older people whose homes are filled 
with memories ... Take the time 
to get involved with (your neigh
bors). You will find great loneliness 
. .. Invite people to share a meal. A 
spirit of festival has more to do with 

simplicity than with large quantities 
of food ." 
-"When career or competition, 

the desire for a high sa lary or con
sumer-demands are your basic rea
sons for working, you are not far 
from exploiting other people, or be
ing exploited yourself. Work to earn 
what you need, never to accumulate 
more." 

-"With so many wounds to 
be healep in the human family, we 
are always called to work on several 
different levels at once. Accept the 
fact that others, who have the same 
aim as you, choose a different path . 
Some, with fierce determination, set 
out to change the structures of so
ciety through a long-term political 
struggle. Others commit themselves 
in direct actions of immediate 
solidarity with the victims of so
ciety." 
-"Prayer is a source of loving for 

you .. . Every day go deeply into 
a few lines of the Scriptures, to be 
brought face to face with Another, 
with the risen Lord ... When it 
comes to praying with the People 
of God, arrange your local church 
to make it welcoming, as homelike 
as Orthodox churches wl ich have 
never enclosed themse lves in rigid 
lines of pews or chairs . Elsewhere, 
since the 16th century, words have 
gradually invaded churches, to such 
an extent that the worship of the 
People of God risks being an intel
lectual exercise rather than radiant 
communion ." 

-"If the Church gives up all that 
is not absolutely essential , if she re
solves to be nothing but a servant 
of communion and of sharing in the 
midst of humanity, she will play her 
part in healing the wounds of the 
human family. She will make sys
tems of ihjustice totter, be able to 
turn back the waves of pessimism 
and offer us a way out of the present 
crisis of confidence in man . By the 
parable of sharing, the Church, In 
the midst of the divided human 
family, will be a seed from which 
will spring a quite different future 
for all. She will bring a hope which 
has no end. " 

"The People 
of God has 
one possibility 
all its own; 
spread across 
the entire 
world, it 
can build up 
a parable 
of sharing 
in the human 
family." 
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daily, in the Church of Reconcilia
tion , bui l t in 1962 by German Chri s
tians. 

Four elements of Taize worship 
stand out in my memory. First was 
reading port ions of scripture in sev
eral languages so that each person 
could hear God's word . Next came 
a lengthy period of silence in p lace 
of the sermon . It allowed us " to be 
penetrated by the word of God." 

In the prayers whi ch fol lowed , 
our concerns for jo ining with o thers 
in struggle and comm union were 
lifted before God . Gone were those 
general prayers " for the world and 
its needs." In their place arose spe
cifi c intercess ions for politica l de
tainees by name in South Africa and 
in Ch ile, and fo r the Taize brothers 
living among the poor in Braz il , 
Niger and Bangladesh . 

Finally, we joined in a simple yet 
meaningful communion service. 
While bishops debate the merits of 
intercommunion , Christians at Taize 
ce lebrate their unity in Christ. An 
o rd ained brother, either Catholic or 
Protestant, reads the words of Jesus. 
Many hands ass ist in the sharing of 
the bread and cup. Together we re
membered Christ's prayer " that they 
may be one." 

A Week at Taize' 

districts" to go further into a ques
tion raised in living th e Council or 
Youth . Some considered " building 
up hope in their occupation or pro
fession ." Others discussed "seekin g 
for a simple life-style." Our group 
focused on " li stening." Each partici
pant shared th eir spiritual auto
biography in the light of the theme, 
" Discovering pathways of hope in 
p laces where it is vanishing in the 
midst of our own lives.1' 

I expected diversities to stand out 
among 18 persons from nine coun
tri es. Instead, whether Polish Catho
li c or Briti sh Methodist, we seemed 
to have passed similar mileposts in 
our spiritual pilgrimages. Each of us 
had been nurtured In a Christian 
ethos if not a Christian home. Al
though helped by thi s, no one said 
that they had caught their faith pri
marily from their parents. Each, 
however, had a vibrant faith to 
share . 

How had it happened? Again and 
again the witness of other young 
people had been pivotal. For Sandy 
from Britain it began by seeing how 
two fri ends had changed in their be
havior through a personal relation 
ship with God. Marian frort1 Poland 
found spontaneity and authenticity 
of faith at a charismatic youth con
ference in her country. 

One of the joys at Taize is the Often Taize provided the en-
chance for each person to respond counter setting. " Here I saw faith as 
in his or her own way. a dialogue face to face with God in 

At the welcome tent young volun- which we cannot cheat and In which 
teers explai n to the newcomer the God immediately makes known his 
different ways of spending your demands," Chantal said . Wilmci from 
week at Taize. Some choose a week Yugoslavia told how she came to 
of silence. It will be a time of prayer, know Christ as , a close personal 
and of refl ecting on li fe and com- friend for the first time at Taize 
mitment. Not all time is spent alone. through the friendship and witness 
A brother or sister introduces each of another student. 
mornin g a theme for the day. The From testimony We moved as a 
possibility fo r personal conversa- group into Bible study. We found it 
tions always exists . The three daily hard to follow instructions to be ob-
services give a trame for co tnmon jective, for the Beatitudes chosen for 
prayer and meditation . Meals can be our study spoke so directly to our 
taken alone or with others. lives. " Happy are those w,ho know 

Others prefer the active life. Car- they are spiritually poor; the King-
ing for 1500 young visitors each sum- dam of heaven belongs to them!" 
mer week requires a company of Those w ords spoke eloquently to 
cheerfu l vo lunteers. From the wel- those whose new-found faith 
come tent to the kitchens can be seemed beautiful yet fragile. 
found those who combine sharing Daily our friendship deepened . 
and servi ce. Language barriers fell as arm in arm 

Many who come to Taize for the we sang Polish folk songs, and side 
first time choose to join groups for by side swept campsites clean. Our 
discussion and sharing. Each is final sharing of bread and wine was 
called a " district." You might prefer for us an agape meal. 
to ca ll them "l ittle communities." The final comments by group 

Repeaters often form " research members seemed more like sign-
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posts of the road ahead than the 
summary of a journey completed : 

One asked, " How can I be a sign 
of living hope in my surroundings?", 
and another responded, "I feel that 
God is ca lling me to ri sk my life day 
after day, my security with others, 
my reputation, my possess ions." 

Still another sa id of her ongoing 
pilgrimage : "Christ is asking me to 
give myself to Him, to be in silence 
with Him. Thi s makes me afraid , for 
when one lives close to the love of 
Chri st, one's whole life is changed .'' 

The Road Ahead 

Can an urgency to know Christ as 
Lord and Savior be combined with 
a passion for soc ial justice and for 
th e visible unity of the broken body 
of Christ? 

Today the Council of Youth grows 
in vitality yet is scarcely visible. It 
plans no mass meetings, and rents 
no billboards. Instead it lives where 
people create spaces of praye r in 
their daily I ives, where they struggle 
togeth er against the causes of hu
man alienation. It invites young 
people to struggle with the poor, 
those starved of justice and tnirsting 
for communion, those forgotten , left 
outside and with no voi ce. 

In Senegal a cell of young Chris
tians and Muslims are meeting 
weekly to pray and to reflect on a 
problem of faith or nati0n. They aim 
to knock down barriers between 
Europeans and Africans, Christians 
and Muslims. In Birmingh<;lm and 
Dublin others start weekly with 
prayer and then go out to contact 
different immigrant groups to under
stand better their customs and prob
lems. In New Zealand, gatherings 
for prayer and sharing between 
those of Eµropean and Polynesian 
origins are being planned . 

Those whose lives have been 
touched by Taize seek to hold to
gether struggle, contemplation and 
communion . They share the chal
lenge of the Taize Paschal Commit
ment: 

" Because of the risen Christ, are 
you going to risk your life day after 
day, constantly setting out ahew, 
never discouraged because loved 
with Eternity's love? 

" Will you let yourself be con
sumed by the passion for a com
munion in Christ's wounded body?" 

" With the whole of God's people, 
will you open up paths of hope for 
all the human family?" • 
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CALCUTT A-The nightmare that is 
life in Calcutta overwhelms many 
foreign visitors to this city. I was 
one of the foreign visitors who 
came to Calcutta expecting the 
worst-and I found it far worse 
than I could ever have imagined. 
Yet because of what I found there 
I was drawn to the city and its peo
ple and came back. 

The nightmare of Calcutta is a 
bad dream which continues into the 
day. For many, for most even , it l in
gers unti l death. 

Calcutta is a nightmare, yet it is 
a place where the rich, the beauti
ful and the powerful can partake 
of " the good things in life." It is 
a city where the joy of the rich is 
clouded by a constant awareness 
that the hungry, impoverished 
masses are literally crawling in the 
streets, searching for scraps of food 
and begging for money to l ive yet 
another day. 

There is hope in Calcutta ; there 
is hope for Ca lcutta. I found it in 
the lives and actions of sitnple peo
ple, both within the Christian com
munity and among the Hindu 
masses. 

Why does the spirit of survival 
thrive in Calcutta? What is it which 
drives the people of the world's 
most maligned city to hang on , even 
to live joyously? Would it not be 
better for these people to die rather 
than to live in such degradation? 

FOR THE: CITY LanceR.Woodruff 

OF DREf1DFUL NIGHT 
God is alive and well in Calcutta, 

and perhaps the reason that his 
people are filled with hope and 
activity is that there is so much to 
do. 

Despite the unpleasant associ
ation-the infamous " Black Hole" 
and Kipling's " City of Dreadful 
Night", the people of Calcutta love 
their city. One man who has 
learned of that love, who has 
helped to focus and articulate it, is 
Father Subir Biswas of St. Paul 's 
Cathedral , once the seat of the 
Anglican Church in Britain 's Indian 
Empire. 

He says there is a different Cal
cutta from that which meets the 
eye. Anya Kalikata is the phrase in 
Bengali , the rich language of the 
people in this city and its hinterland, 
the Indian state of West Bengal and 
the new nation of Bangladesh. 

"'There is something remarkably 
beautiful about Calcutta," Biswas 
explains. " Perhaps it could be 
summed up in one word-' friend
ship '. It is a word that you wouldn ' t 
expect to use in an urban situation, 
but you will find it at various levels 
here. People in slums, people liv
ing on the pavement, are willing to 
extend friendship in the building of 
a human com munity. 

" After all ," he says, "our total 
development processes are essen
tially working towards building up 
a human community." 

The small Christian community of 
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which Father Biswas is a part is 
tiny. It is an almost unnoticeable 
speck, a bit of yeast, in the vastness 
of the city. Yet their fellowship of 
concerned Christians has embarked 
upon a voyage of discovery in 
which they are learning about them
selves and how they can help one 
another. 

Calcutta began to rediscover it
self during the Bangladesh war of 
independence, when the Hindu 
Bengalis of Calcutta opened the 

doors of their homes to some four 
million mainly Muslim Bengali ref
ugees. Despite their religious and 
political differences, the people of 
both West and East Bengal share a 
common heritage. 

Despite the enormous strain on 
the physical resources of the city, 
the people of Calcutta literally 
shared their substance with the ref
ugees. Among those who shared 
was the congregiJ.tion of St. Paul 's 
Cathedral led by Father Biswas and 
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Christian lay people. Together they 
formed an organization called Ca
thedral Relief Services. 

Operating in the West Bengal 
refugee camps at first, and then in 
Bangladesh itself, after the shooting 
war stopped, the people of St. 
Paul 's Cathedral gave of their time, 
their money, their food, but most 
importantly, their concern. And in 
sharing their concern they learned 
how they could help themselves. 

The Calcutta that Subir Biswas 

in 
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and the parish of St. Paul 's Cathed
ral has discove red is a discordant 
cl ash of o ld and new, an immense 
and seemingly endless co ll ecti on of 
v ill ages whi ch ou tgrew thei r bounds 
and became India's largest city-and 
a troubl ed country's bi ggest head
ache, wh ere eight million people 
live. O ften desperatel y. 

A quarter of a century has passed 
since the ledgers of empire w ere 
closed , and the people of Calcutta 
have stru ggled to understand their 
own compl icated heri tage, their 
identity, from the often frustrating 
trad itions o f caste, reli gion and cul 
ture. The church has been part of 
thi s struggle, seeking to understand 
its own ca lling. 

Because the church is small , iso
lated, and identified with the former 
col onial rulers, there has peen a re
luctance on the part of many Chris
tians-clergy and lay people alike 
-to respond to the needs o f the 
wider community which l ies be
yond the confines of the church . 

Subir Bi swas and his parish have 
gone against the grain in some 
ways, but because of their bold
ness and their belief that Christians 
have a responsibility to the larger 
community, today there is good 
new s in Calcutta. 

The good news really is good 
news, despite all the evidence of 
urban collapse : massive food and 
fuel shortages, electric power cuts, 
endemic unemployment, wide
spread strikes, a major lack of hous
ing and political strife. Despite this, 
and despite their at best modest re
sources, a small group of Christians 
has discovered that Christian love, 
Chri stian concern-and Christian 
service-can achieve much . And 
w ithou t the application of large
scale foreign assistance. 

Thi s is not an uncomplicated dis
covery. And by no means does it 
solve all the problems of Calcutta 
or the related problems of India as 
a whole. But before their discovery 
the men and women of St. Paul 's 
Cathedral didn' t believe that they 
could change anyth ing. They w ere 
overwhelmed by the vastness of 
their problems. (Likewise, it does not 
absolve us-American Christians
from show ing our concern in mean
ingful and appropriate ways.) 

The church has shared in the 
cri sis of the Indian people because 
it is a part of India; it is both a com-

munity of believers with diverse tra
ditions rooted in Indian ways and 
a co llection of people attempting 
to l ive out the Western values and 
customs they have been taught by 
thei r fo rmer co lonial system and 
the church of w hich it was a part. 

Cathed ra l Relief Se rvices and Ca
thedral Social Se rvices are respo nses 
to a wide range of problems rec
ognized by a small Christian com
muni ty. They are a recognition that 
their community-and their circle 
of responsibi l ity-is broader than 
the ci rcle of be lievers. 

Th ei r responses range from tra
d iti onal charitable assistance to 
those in desperate need-the pustu-

too quickly, too boldly, for those 
who say that the church's duty and 
its mission must be first of all to its 
own, and then to the others who 
are in need beyond the bounds of 
that restricted community. He is 
controversial because he believes 
that the church shou ld make a wit
ness to government, and that the 
church should participate as an 
action-oriented interest group-a 
lobby-in helping govern ment 
choose a pathway to effective 
action to benefit the people of Cal
cutta. 

" This city is polluted in every pos
sible way," the bearded p riest re
flects . " The human spi rit finds itself ,, .. . 

St. Paul's Cathedral, Calcutta, and its people have begun to combat their small 
size, isolation and identifi cation with the former colonial ru lers by responding to 
the needs of the wider community. 

lating mill ions in the bustees and 
the thou sands of street dwellers 
who even now are sh ivering in the 
dust, huddled in rags beneath a 
lonely street lamp and w ho have 
littl e hope that thei r karma , their 
fa te, w ill eve r change-to enlight
ened commun ity action through di
rect invol vement in government 
pl ann ing comm ission activities. 

The response of the Cathed ral 
community has a lesson fo r us as 
w ell , and th at is that we never have 
too li tt le to share with others. The 
involvement, the witness, of this 
small group o f Chri stians is a state
ment of fa ith fo r all chu rches fac
ing the compl ex and apparently 
hopeless challenges o f the " city 
without a soul", as today's sprawl
ing problem-fi ll ed urban areas are 
often described. 

Sub ir Bi sw as is a controversia l 
priest because he acts, sometimes 

difficult to grow and blossom w hen 
the very basic needs of I ife are de
nied, whether in terms of educa
tion, health , employment, home, fu
ture, fami ly, status or security-any 
of the things that we look for in a 
normal human society. 

" And therefore in a sense," he 
says, " when people come here and 
they expect to find Calcutta the last 
word in the urban breakdown
what could happen worldwide due 
to the population explosion-then 
one part of us would agree with 
them, and yet those of us livi ng 
here also know that in spite of all 
these factors which rebel against the 
growth of the human spirit, the hu
man spirit continues to triumph." 

God is at work in Calcutta. • 

Mr. Woodruff is a Christian journalist 
who lived and worked in Asia for many 
years . 
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MY theology and personal life as 
well as my education and vocation 
have been shaped in , by and for 
ministry in higher educa tion-espe
cially the " Student Christian Move
ment" (SCM). Thi s artic le is 
intentionally both subj ective and 
ana lytical in regard to my experi ence 
as student, campus minister and na
tional board staff. 

Moved by the SCM (1950's) 

have learned that local Christian 
community is bas ic for persona l sup
po rt and growth. As an ente rin g 
freshman at Illinois Wesleyan in 
1953, I fo und little campus religious 
li fe to connect with my sma ll town 
church and rural fam ily rel igious 
background. Withi n a yea r, howeve r, 
a small group of students began to 
form a campus Christian community 
that became the doorway to a larger 
world for me. Some juniors and 
seniors w ith commitment to full
time church vocations, a few interna
tional students with maturity and 
perspective, an energetic you ng 
physics professor with experience 
in national SCM conferen ces, and 
several eager freshmen-this was 
the mix that seemed typica l and 
minimal to launch or sustai n a vital 
SCM group . 

JOHN E. JORDAN 

Interco llegiate exchange enriched 
my experience and deepened my 
commitments. Sometimes campus 
visitors would share their experience 
of mission and challenge us to ser
vice-short or long-term, near or 
far from home. More often , some of 
our group would travel to another 
campus, or to a state or regional 
conference. During 1954 and 1955, 
I attended several such conferences, 
which provided new contacts, re
sources and perspectives. I joined 
the Student Volunteer Movement for 
Chri stian World Mission (SVM) and 
switched from pre-engineering to a 
chemistry major so that I could 
broaden my liberal arts educa tion . 

My junior yea r contained decisive 
national opportunities in the SCM 
to develop leadership, vision and 
se rvice . First, I went with a large 
group from Illinois to the Chri stmas 
1955 " Athens" (Ohio) National Con
ference of th e SVM-on the " Chris
tian World Mission" -about 3,000 
students, facu lty and campus minis
ters-over one-third from overseas, 
w ith an incredible program of 
speakers, Bible studies and " fireside" 
discussions on theology and social 
issues. In the spr in g of 1956, I was 
elected president of the Illinois 
M et h o d i st Student Movement 
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(MSM), which sent me to the Na
tional MSM Conference in August, 
where I was elected to the MSM 
National Council. That summer I 
spent six weeks in Washington, D .C. 
as part of a national MSM urban 
service project, providing me with 
a whole new experience of cities, 
poverty, national politics and inter
national relations. I decided to enter 
theological studies and prepare for 
a ministry in higher education-in 
which I was already launched as an 
SCM leader. 

During the next three years, this 
Illinois farm boy had a global edu
cation and ecumenical adventure, 
centered in the SCM. I received a 
Rhodes Scholarship to study at Ox
ford, England-a possibility I would 
never have dreamed of or seriously 
considered before my SCM experi
ences. While in Britain for two years, 
I somewhat reduplicated my U.S. 
student experience by participation 
in the local " John Wesley" group, 
at the national SCM " Edinburgh 
Congress" in April 1958, and as one 
of the few non-Asian delegates at 
the Christmas 1958 Asian Students 
Conference in Rangoon, Burma
part of a World Student Christian 
Federation (WSCF) study program 
for SCMs all over the world . Much 
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of my basic theological perspective 
was formed as we struggled in the 
" more than human fellowship" of 
the WSCF, with Biblical studies and 
contemporary concerns for what 
God was/ is doing in the " new na
tions," the "resurgent religions," the 
conflict of ideologies, and certainly 
in the " I ife and mission of the 
church ." Many of us students were 
moved by the SCM of the 1950's
as both an established and yet very 
dynamic movement organization. 

Moving with the SCM (1960's) 

The 1960's are frequently cited as 
a decade marked by rapid change 
and active conflict, often involving 
students. One can almost point to 
the beginning and end of the active 
student era-from the February 1960 
student sit-ins at lunch counters in 
North Carolina (by several students 
who had recently returned from the 
Christmas 1959 " Athens" SCM con
ference-where racism had been 
considered as one of the " frontiers 
of Christian mission") to the April 
and May 1970 shootings of students 
at Jackson State (Mississippi) and 
Kent State (Ohio) , where the op
position to U.S. policy brought 
" home" the costs of war. 

The SCM and campus ministry, 
especially the ecumenical and inter
national dimensions, were vitally in
volved, in the dynamic 1960's, as I 
found in my own work. In the Berke
ley (California) local campus minis
try, I was employed jointly by eight 
denominations to direct an "Interna
tional Christian Ministry," including 
work with a community of 2,600 in
ternational students (pl us spouses 
and children of 600 of these stu
dents) representing 97 different 
countries. In the New York office of 
the national missions board since 
1966, I worked directly with SCM 
leadership and projects, as well as 
coordinating between the SCMs and 
various church bodies. 

The following key elements seem 
to me to characterize the changing 
SCM in the 60's, and function to 
bridge from the SO's to the 70's. It 
is my thesis that the 70's are rad
ically different from the SO's-how
ever much the mood today may re
mind some of the past-precisely 
because these kinds of changes did 
take place. 

1-growing ecumenical commit
ments and formations . 

The 1960's marked the cli
max of decades of SCM co-

' ' . . This Illinois 
farm boy had 
a global education 
and ecumenical 
adventure, 
centered in the 
Student Christian 
Movement.'' 
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' 'Not content simply to remain 
within education, as it is, 

the SCMs have challenged 
existing practices and sought 

to develop alternatives.'' 
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operation and of dreaming 
and planning by denomina
tional leaders. I was a Meth
odist student delegate in 
November 1956 ·to " merger" 
discussions that eventually led 
to the formation in 1960 of the 
United Campus Christian Fel
lowship (UCCF)-with EUBs 
in and Methodists remaining 
outside. Besides the typical 
organizational defensiveness 3-
and the sudden desire to 
" know our heritage" better 
(the May 1957 issue of motive 
magazine featured Wesley) , 
the MSM was raising the issue 
of the dynamic nature of a 
movement. On this same con-
cern in 1965-66, the MSM was 
most influential in launching 
the new University Christian 
Movement, which joined to-
gether and largely absorbed 
the leadership, spirit and other 
resources of the most active 
Catholic, Methodist and other 
denominational movements. 

2-organizational crisis. 
Student movements had 

both their rise and fall in the 
1960's, reflecting increasingly 
the spirit of localism, ideologi
cal and anti-bureaucratic con
frontation that had such mixed 
results in both new commit
ments and social disintegra
tion . As a campus minister, I 
saw the 1964 Free Speech 
Movement effectively organize 
and express student frustration 
with university " machinery," 
yet remain incapable of de
veloping lasting alternatives for 
student life and education. The 
UCM voted to terminate its 
national organization in 1969, 
at the same time that many 
other student organizations 
were fragmenting or disap
pearing, and when some other 
traditional ecumenical groups 
were also passing. Several 
types of conclusions could be 
drawn : organic unity and mis
sional concern of the SCMs 
had been demonstrated ; pre
occupation with particular 
local commitments and unre
solved racial tensions among 
the national leadership were 
major factors in the organiza
tional demise; the lack of 
either adequate denomina-



tional participati on in UCM or 
alternati ves to it resulted in a 
vacuum of national SCM in the 
U.S. The chief organizational 
lesson fo r me of this period is 
the interdependence of all the 
local, denominational and ra
cial groups, and of leadership 
development in rel ation to 
structures and programs, if an 
effective national movement is 
to grow or even continue. 

3- SCM as the church. 
The SCMs were no longer 

willing to be seen as an older 
youth movement, or as " the 
arm of the church on the 
campus," as they had been de
scribed in previous decades. 
The " life and mission of the 
church" studies and other ex
periences had convinced the 
SCMs they were an express ion 
of the church itself, ·gathered 
and dispersed, in worship, 
study, service and action . For 
the quadrennium 1960-64, dur
ing most of which I was in 
theological school , I repre
sented the MSM on the Meth
odist Commission on Church 
Union ; the SCM wanted to be 
involved directly in the life and 
unity of the church . The MSM 
National Council 
took a larger role 
in shaping the 
national "MSM" 
study and service 
projects, sponsored by the gen
eral boards with students as 
committee members ; the stu
dent leadership spoke of " rev
olutionary nurture" in seeking 
a new integration of Christian 
growth and action . The major 
Methodist campus ministry 
study completed in 1967 fur
ther emphasized and docu
mented the role of this minis
try and the SCMs as the church 
in ministry. This growing em
phasis of the 1960's is echoed 
in an excerpt from the Jan
uary 1976 WSCF Executive 
Committee statement on 
" Self-understanding": 

The WSCF is not a 
Christian political or
ganization. It is not 
an ecclesiastical youth 
organization-not the 
" church of tomor
row." For us, it is 
part of today's com-

''The SCMs were 
no longer willing 
to be seen as 
an older youth 

movement or as 
'the arm of 
the church 

on the campus.' ' ' 

mun ity of bel ievers called 
the church . The WSCF 
strives to become a com
munity of believers looking 
for new ways of expressing 
faith in the context of a po
lit ical commitment to the 
stru ggle fo r economic, so
cia l and po liti ca l l iberation. 

4-social witness. 
As already noted, the SCM 

has had a long and world-wide 
socia l conce rn . Starting in the 
mid-1960's, however, this took 
new and more lasti ng forms. 
A " Southern Africa Commit
tee" sta rted iri 1964 in the Na
t ional Student Christian Fed
era tion, conti nued as a UCM 
commi ttee, and since 1969 has 
fun cti oned independently to 
document, publi cize, and oc
casionally o rganize around the 
situation in that part of the 
w orld , incl ud ing the role of 
church and SCM . In succeed
ing years, effo rts were orga
nized w ith the SCMs-some
times focused on research as 

well as education/action
resulting in such on-goi ng 
gro ups as the North A meri-
can Congress on Lati n 

Ameri ca (NACLA) and Midd le 
East Research and information 
Project (M ERIP). Other social 
w itness has occu rred in con
troversia l SCM positions on 
nati onal elections and in sup
port of draft resisters and 
exil es. Christi an students in 
some parts o f the world were 
act ive in liber-ating former col
oni es and helping lead the new 
nat ions. 

5- education. 
Not con tent si mply to re

mai n w ithin educa tion as it is, 
the SCMs have chall enged 
exis ting practices and sought 
to develop alternat ives, some
times wi th signi ficant innova-

ti on. The UCM developed a 
major emphasis on university 

" refo rmul ation" (combining 
reform and revolutionary 

change!) , with substantial 
mate ria ls on a program 

ca l led the " Un iversity In
side O ut. " This effort in 
the last yea r of UCM was 
meant to be a new focus 

fo r al I organizing, but 
there was too little time 



and support for it to ever 
become effective. However, it 
was the outgrowth of a very 
successful educational " hap
pening," Process '67-a major 
conference in Cleveland at 
Christmas 1967, seeking to 
combine the "Athens"/SVM 
conference tradition with use 
of TV and Depth Education 
Groups (DEGs)-part of a year
long process of work on many 
campuses, utilizing the consul
tation of Robert Theobald and 
a format of "dialogue-fo
cusers" (several of which were 
later published as books). The 
end of the big SCM confer
ences and of the national or
ganization itself were linked 
in these ambitious and con
troversial projects. 

6-campus and wider community. 
The SCMs and campus min

istry were leaders in reaching 
beyond the campus. This has 
taken such forms as tutoring 
and other direct services, re
search and education on local 
problems, and organizing peo
ple and programs for direct 
action . The corporate social 
role (as employer, investor, 
landlord, etc.) of universities 
and church agencies as well as 
business corporations and 
governments has been the 
object of student scrutiny and 
protest. This broadening of 
concern has accompanied a 
change in student identity, re
sulting from the growth of 
community colleges, part-time 
study and continuing educa
tion of a wider age range of 
persons. , "Campus" ministry 
and "student" Christian move
ment must be seen in relation 
to a great diversity of post
secondary education, and 
young adults, and their in
volvement in the wider com
munity. 

Higher education and the SCMs 
reached new heights and also 
suffered severe setbacks in the 
1960's. For those of us as students 
and staff moving with the changing 
times and a changing SCM, we can 
never go back-to either the 60's or 
50's. We must learn from both as 
we move on all too quickly, through 
the 1970's. 

Is a movement (re-)emerging? 
(1970's) 

The major elements of a national 
SCM in the U.S. do exist; this has 
been true ever since the demise of 
UCM in 1969. Literally hundreds of 
local campus ministries exist, with a 
great variety of student and faculty 
constituencies. While many of these 
have lacked any real student group 
formatioh, leadership, or desire to 
join with others around common 
concerns, this seems now to be 
changing ; Sunday night supper 
meetings or similar events are re
portedly increasing, and student 
conferences in various state or 
metropolitan areas are beginning to 
occur, with a real effort to be in
clusive ahd issue-oriented as well as 
somewhat ad hoc in structure. In ad
dition, a few specialized groups 
doing research, education and/or ac
tion projects (as noted above) re
main from the previous SCM era and 
continue to provide resources to 
many campus groups. Beyond all 
this, several regional or national 
groups form a nucleus in the U.S. : 
California SCM (organized in 1975), 
Lutheran Student Movement, Stu
dent YWCA, and the UCM in New 
England. 

The World Student Christian Fed
eration is helping to develop the 
SCM again in the U.S., and to 
strengthen all the work in North 
America. The four national and 
regional groups listed in the para
graph above, plus Campus Ministry 
Women, the Commission on Justice, 
Liberation and Human Fulfillment 
(the commission of Third World 
people) in the National Council of 
Churches, and the former United 
Methodist Council on Youth Minis
tries, have each sent representatives 
to form a U.S. Committee of WSCF. 
This committee was formally or
ganized in November 1974, after 
some preliminary gatherings, and 
meets at least once a year. The U.S. 
Committee is related to the WSCF 
North American Regional Commit
tee ("NARC"), which includes move
ment representatives equally from 
the U.S. and Canada. The Canadian 
SCM is the only North American 
movement which is currently a full 
member in the WSCF along with 44 
national ecumenical movements 
from the other five regions. 

These committees and other re
lated networks are largely the result 
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of the work of the WSCF North 
American Secretaries. Since June 
1975, Peter Johnson (USA) and Judy 
Skinner (Canada) have been working 
as co-secretaries. Building on the 
efforts of their predecessors, Placide 
Bazoche (1969-75) and Risto Leh
tonen (1964-68), they have done 
both campus visitation or other con
stituency development and coordi
nation/interpretation with church 
agencies on the work of WSCF in 
North America and around the 
world. Recent projects ih North 
America include an international 
Women's Project, an African-Ameri
can caucus project growing out of 
an east coast student conference in 
September 1973, student exchanges 
with Korea and Cuba, and the cur
rent energy education project. A 
new North American Newsletter 
will help more people in church and 
campus to keep informed of all 
these developments, and in touch 
with other regions. 

Is an SCM (re-)emerging in the 
U.S.? All the signs of the times are 
positive. The WSCF U.S. Committee 
was formally approved in March 
1976 to be a related organization to 
the National Council of Churches, 

''The SCMs and 
campus ministry 
were leaders in 
reaching beyond 
the campus.'' 

and made a report to the NCC Gov
erning Board in October. Some new 
dialogue is being developed by the 
churches and WSCF with the non
denominational evangelical student 
groups. Most immediate for United 
Methodists, the National Convoca
tion on Campus Ministry, held in 
conjunction with General Confer
ence in April 1976, conducted a 
workshop on the question : "Is it 
time for a student movement?" After 
hearing of the growing activity in 
many parts of the country and some 
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''We can never go back
to either the sixties 

or the fifties. 
We must learn from 
both as we move on, 

all too quickly, 
through the seventies. ' ' 

specifi concerns, the workshop 
proposed the fol lowing as basic 
principles to guide any considera
tion or development of an SCM re
lated to The United · Methodist 
Church : 

1- lt must be justified in terms 
of the total campus ministry, 
especially local ministry, and 
not be an end in itself. 

2- 1 t must reflect and enhance 
ecumenica l commitment. 

3- lt must be organized from the 
local level up, with national 
assistance. 

As a participant in this convoca-

tion , the WSCF committees and 
many other meetings, I am con
vinced that there is SCM momentum 
which can grow. We need a new 
partnership between local initiatives, 
national staff assistance to faci litate 
connections, and the WSCF as an 
ecumenical and international com
munity to shape the next generation 
of the SCM in the U.S. • 

Mr. Jordan is executive secretary, Uni
versity and Young Adult Ministries , Na
tional Division, United Methodist Board 
of Global Ministries . The author (extreme left) at the 1958 

Asian Students Conference in 
Rangooh. 



''One must 
have 

enormous 
optimism 

as well as 
patience to 
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living 

from this 
begrudging 

land.'' 

t 

• • 

e Charles E. Brewster 

1 
of 
her 
wa! 

ear 
cari 
ti Pl 
are, 
out 

( 

mi! 
livi 
ThE 
cial 
we: 
BeE 
Ne1 
it a 
roe 
the 

lo~ 
Ch 
thil 
fro 
tee 
Pm 
spc 
Ch 
[a! 

pre 
als 
tli 
thE 
teE 
0 

ha 
la 
no 

ac 
th 
b 
h 
i 
cl 
0 

0 

E 

~ 



Th rab who live in the region 
of H bron to the south of Bethle
h m tell the tory that wh en God 
wa di tributing rocks around the 

arth, the bu cket in which he was 
ca rrying the rocks accidentally 
tipp d as he was passing ove r this 
ar a and half of its contents spill ed 
out. 

ne must have enormous opti
mism as well as patience to wrest a 
living from thi s begrudging land. 
The an nual rainfall is meagre, espe
cia lly in the area to the south and 
we t of Hebron that approaches 
Beersheba and the desert of the 
Negev. When the rainfall does come, 
it arrives in torrents, rushin g off the 
rocky hill si des and cascading into 
the numerous wadis, often bringing 
loss of life as well as property. 

Since 1970 the United M ethodist 
Church has been helping farmers in 
this area through designated grants 
from the United Methodist Commit
tee on Relief. The Land Reclamation 
Program is one of many projects 
sponsored by the International 
Christian Committee of the Middle 
East Council of Churches. (Another 
project, four pre-natal clinics, is 
also supported by UMCOR.) Mr. 
Elias Khoury, Executive Secretary of 
the International Christian Commit
tee, frankly acknowledges that with
out the assistance of UMCOR, which 
has now totalled over $35,000, the 
Land Reclamation Program would 
not have been possible. 

On a bright and sunny November 
morning, I visited the Land Reclama
tion Program in the company of Mr. 
Raymond Abdul-Masih, the man 
who more than any other has made 
it all work. Also accompanying us 
were Professor George B. Caird , a 
New Testament scholar from Oxford 
University, and his wife, Mollie, a 
keen naturalist. 

Mr. Abdul-Masih, whose name 
means "servant of Christ," has an 
advanced degree in agriculture from 
the American University of Beirut, 
but just as importantly he obviously 
has the confidence of the farmers 
in this area. " The most difficult 
challenge is to gain the confidence 
of the farmers so that they trust 
you," he said. It is· even more diffi
cult, he noted, for a man to gain the 
confidence of the women, because 
of the numerous barriers middle 
Eastern society raises against contact 
between the sexes. 

As we drove south toward Hebron 

in a four-wheel drive jeep purchased 
last March (and known as " Haines' 
Horse," after the director of 
UMCOR who has made several visits 
to the project), Mr. Abdul-Masih 
pointed out inadequate attempts at 
terracing. " These walls were not 
built into the land and so they will 
come down with the first flood ," he 
said. One of the aims of the project 
is to provide an example to other 
farmers in the area so that they can 
see the right way to do thin gs and 
be inspired to follow the example. 

After the arduous task of break-

ing the rocks, using the time-worn 
method of spike and sledgehammer 
because blasting is prohibited, the 
walls are built on a foundation 
which is at least two feet below the 
surface. A slight incline is left in the 
land to provide some drainage and 
the olive trees are planted about 
seven meters apart. The farmers do 
all the manual work themselves, ex
cept for the skilled labor involved in 
actually constructing the walls, 
w hich is done by local villagers on 
contract. 

In add iti on to the cost of the jeep 
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and its i nsu ranee, the In tern ational 
Ch ristian Committee (and hence 
UMCOR) pays the wages fo r the 
wall builders and stone cutters, half 
of the cost of the olive t rees, and 
most of the transportation expenses. 
The fa rmers provide their labor 
(which is given a monetary equiva
lent in f inancial statements) , the 
other half of the cost of the oli ve 
trees, and a small share of the trans
portati on. A ltogethe r, the farmer 
contri butes about 60 percent of the 
cost of the improvement of his land. 

Between 1971 and 1975, the Com
mittee wo rked with 76 fa rmers in 
eight loca lities in the Hebron area . 
Altogether 8,860 almond seeds; 
1,685 vine trees and 5,015 olive 

seedlings were planted. 
About 20 years ago the American 

aid program here thought the only 
possib le use for these rocky hillsides 
was a fo rest of pine trees. This 
would have had some benefi t but it 
would not have provided a living. 
As Mr. Abdul-Masih says, " When 
we pray 'Give us thi s day our daily 
bread' we really mean it because 
for us it is a matter of earning our 
living every day." The oli ve trees 
requi re the di fficult w ork of terrac
ing (it is poss ible to simply forest 
the hillside w ith olive trees, but ir
rigation would not be poss ible). 

Unti l a few yea rs ago the olive 
trees were " picked" simply by hit
ti ng the branches wi th sti cks until 
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the olives fell off. The trees bore 
o li ves only every other year. Then it 
was discovered that in fact it is 
every other branch that does not 
bear fruit in a given year, and that 
by hitting all the branches with 
sticks the non-olive bearing branch es 
fo r that year were multilated along 
w ith the olive-bearing branches, 
thu s ruinin g the next year's harvest. 
Now all the trees are picked by 
hand . 

There seems to be no end to the 
uses of ol ive trees. Ten olives are 
equivalent to an egg in nutritional 
value. The pure ol ive oil which re
sults from the f irst press ing find s 
many uses in cooking and salads. 
The second pressing results in oil 
suitable for soap, and the crude oil 
w hi ch remains becomes charcoal 
whi ch gi ves heat and lasts a long 
time. Olive trees must not be 
pruned before they are five years 
old, but after that they are pruned 
regularly and the good wood is sold 
to become eventually olive wood 
carvings for tourists to buy in Beth
lehem stores. The bad wood can be 
stored to heat the home during the 
cold winter. 

We climbed one of the rocky 
hillsides on " Haines' Horse" to 
reach the home of the father of one 
of the farmers. He was a 75-year-old 
man who was swinging a heavy 
sledge hammer and breaking rocks 
as we came upon him. Mr. Moham
mad Abdul-Fatah warmly invited us 
in to his home where he and his 
wife and one of his granddaughters 
served us fresh spring water, Turk
ish coffee, delicious freshly-baked 
Arabic bread which we dipped in 
an olive syrup, and, of course, ol ives. 
Outside the home, a gaggle of tur
keys followed us around as we ex
amined the well-constructed walled 
terraces, the now five-year-old olive 
trees, and the ci stern, wh ich will 
shortly be plastered . These young 
olive trees will outlast this man's en
tire famil y and provide a living for 
many years to come. In this area 
there are thick olive trees dating 
back to the time of the Romans ; the 
one in the Garden of Gethsemane 
has been there 2,000 years. 

To see an effort such as this 
against depressing odds is to be im
pressed not only with the optimism 
and dedication of these farmers, but 
w ith the need for greater resources 
and aid from those who care about 
Palestinian Arabs. • 
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M ore than half of Kenya is a 
semi -desert with miles and 
miles of thorn scrub an.d 

seasonal patches of grass. Most of 
th e Northeast is considered an agri
cultura l impossibility. But with th e 
encouragement of th e Rural De
ve lopment Committee of the Meth 
odist Church in Kenya, a 125-acre 
oasis has sprouted at Rapsu, an area 
with 100 degree temperatures and 
an aver ge ann ual rainfall o f ten 
inches. 

Relying on the year- round flow of 
the Bisanadi River, Rapsu is an irri
gation scheme tenanted by 120 
Somali and Boran families. Each 
family has a half-hectare plot, which 
is slightly larger than an acre. They 
grow maize, the Kenyan staple, and 
fruits and vegetables " to keep hun
ger far away," exp lained one veteran 
of the scheme. 

None of the tenants are veteran 
agriculturalists. In fact, none of them 
had used a jembe or hoe before. 

Ruth Seitz 

They were nomadic cattle-herders 
w ho traversed the bush to water 
their cows, camels and goats at an
cient wells and seasonal ri vers. Their 
life revolved around their herds. 
The animals provided food , wealth 
and status. 

But two failures-one human and 
the other atmospheric-stripped the 
nomads of their livelihood. In the 
late sixties Shifta bandits took thou
sands of cattle at gunpoint in an at
tempt to annex this part of Kenya to 

~Kenyan 
'(Promised Land" 
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Ms. Seitz is a free lance writer living in 
Kenya. The United Methodist Commit
tee on Relief has pledged $120,000 over 
a four-year period for development of 
the Rapsu scheme and its extension . 

maize is eligible for another plot. 
When Sala Abdulahi brought in 32 
bags, his acreage doubled . Now he 
says he feels good; " I'm not afraid 
that my family will miss food ." 

Bob Dixon, the scheme manager 
since its beginning, claims that a 
half-hectare is inadequate to provide 
all of an average family's needs. " It 
gives them enough food , but they · 
need more to grow fodder and food 
to sell for cash ." Gradually moving 
from a cattle to a cash economy, 
members need shillings to buy 
clothes, soap, and farm supplies and 
to pay their school fees and annual 
tenancy dues of SH 30 ($4) . 

For some, soap is still a luxury, 
and a new item of clothing is one 
of the dream purchases that will 
happen after the December harvest. 
A coveted possession is a goat or 
two. One woman exclaimed that she 
would buy a hundred if she could . 

Setting aside 3,000 acres for con
trolled ranching is one of Rapsu 's 
long-range goals. Raising cattle is 
still an aspiration of many members 
even though they now prefer to eat 
a stiff porridge of cooked maize 
meal rather than milk. Unfortunately, 
many youngsters do not get their 
daily protein requirements because 
only a small percentage of the ten
ants have milk-producing animals. A 
productive farmer, Abdulahi has six 
goats, which give three cups of milk 
daily. 

"The development of a self-suffi
cient community" is another of 
Rapsu 's aims. This goal demands a 
framework for self-government. 
Elected annually by secret ballot, a 
management committee of twelve 
tenants screens applicants, deter
mines policies and handles social is
sues. Last year they dismissed a 
family who were involved in illegal 
poaching of wild animals. When a 
hippo marauded the crops, they au
thorized some men to kill it with 
arrows. 

The committee reflects the mem-

bers' concern for a quality irriga
tion scheme. It includes some 
Somalis who found the site, but a 
majority are Borana because Rapsu 
was traditionally their territory and 
75 percent of the tenants are of this 
ethnic group. Committee members 
are not only exemplary farmers but 
also judicious overseers. 

But the committee is aware that 
seniority and agricultural expertise 
are not enough to run an extended 
family of 2,000 people. One needs 
education and the finesse it gives 
to work with the outside world . As 
if in recognition of this, they chose 
Wako Sonkolo, a young person who 
has had only seven years of school
ing but more than most other ten
ants, to be the trainee manager un
der Dixon . 

Even though Sonkolo is eager to 
develop ancillary occupations such 
as hen-raising and honey-gathering, 
his main concern is that a few years 
from now the Bisanadi will be a dry 
riverbed and the expectations of sev
eral thousand farmers will be shat
tered . It was intended that rain 
would supply half of the scheme's 
moisture needs, but there's been no 
downpour for 18 months. The river's 
depth has steadily decreased since 
the scheme started four years ago. 
" It is very worrying," sighed Son
kolo . Unaware of the talk of a 
Sahelian encroachment at Kenya's 
backdoor, he is fearfu I of its observ
able effects in his immediate en
vi ronment. 

" Just now, Rapsu is 'the Promised 
Land,' /1 says one Methodist develop
ment worker. It demonstrates local 
and international cooperation to 
produce food and promote commu
nity for people who never ridged a 
furrow nor lived in one place long 
enough to do so. "We are a big 
family," describes the committee 
chairman, a man who now looks 
for blossoms on his chili plants in
stead of grass for his goats. • 

"Just now, Rapsu is the promised land. 
It demonstrates local and international 

cooperation to produce food and promote 
community for people who never ridged a 

furrow nor lived in one place long enough." 
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Sala Abdulahi (right) and Wako Sonkolo (center) discuss some water problems with a Boran headman. 
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Mary Ann Ashton 
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She is associate general secretary 
of the Section on Services to Chil
dren and Youth, Health and Welfare 
Ministries Division, United Method
ist Board of Global Ministries. A so
cial worker, she has had practice in 
psychotherapy and years of univer
sity teaching social work at the grad
uate level. Prior to coming to the 
Division's Chicago offices, she 
worked for the Illinois Department 
of Mental Health and the Illinois 
Department of Children and Family 
Services. She is an author and lec
turer in the fields of foster care, 
casework field teaching, staff train
ing, and administration. She has 
treated many cases of child abuse 
and has developed theories and 
programs relating to child abuse. 

" She" is Bertha E. Swindall , a 
petite lady with verve and sparkle, 
who gives the impression that she 
knows what she is talking about. 
She succinctly describes her profes
sion as " that contract between so
ciety and the individual to live 
gracefu I ly and constructively and 
productively." It is evident that she 
intends to do her part to keep that 
contract intact. 

Her work with the Section on 
Services to Children and Youth is 
concerned with adjustments and 
processes in rearing children . The 
Section also looks at the services 
delivered to youth and how it can 
develop and resource new programs 
to benefit youth. 

There are 65 child care facilities 
connected with the United Method
ist Church. Most of these facilities 
have outreach programs such as 
foster care placement, adoptive ser
vices to unmarried mothers and 
counseling programs. 

The Section also keeps abreast of 
legislation which directly affects 
children and reviews it to insure that 
services to children are beneficial. 

Involvement with local churches 
is an important part of the services 
the Section provides. Many local 
churches have outreach programs 
for youth and the Section, through 
Ms. Swindall , helps the local church 
review these programs or develop 
new ones. 

One project the Section is cur
rently involved in concerns new ap
proaches to the prevention of drug 
addiction . Launched in January 
1977, the emphasis is on education 
techn iq ues. Ms. Swindall believes 
that because many parents do not 
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recognize the signs of drug addic
tion , they are not equipped to help 
their children . The program hopes 
to alleviate this problem by identify
ing symptoms of addiction and in
forming the total family of the ri sks 
involved in using drugs. 

The program operates in Chicago, 
in an area that has been defined by 
both the community and the police 
department as ah area of high drug 
abuse. Twenty-five families have 
been identified by local community 
institutions and schools which have 
screened children and families who 
are involved or easily susceptible to 
the influences of drugs. 

In the area of child abuse, the 
Section on Services to Children and 
Youth is directly involved since large 
percentages of the children who 
come into the child care agencies 
related to it have suffered child 
abuse. 

If a pareht attacks a child, there 
may be at that moment, says Ms. 
Swindall , " existential reasons." The 
person may be drunk, particularly 
overburdened or unable to absorb 
present difficulties. If this is the case, 
then the attack tends to be " spo
radic and incidental." If, however, 
the attack is constant, this type of 
personality indicates an abusing 

parent. 
Child abusers are those who are 

constantl y strivi ng for perfection . 
They cannot bear to have a child 
who seems to put them in the posi
tion of being a bad parent. 

The Section works to provide a 
different atmosphere for the bat
tered child and then works with the 
abusing parent to learn more about 
the reasons for the attacks. One of 
the major conce rn s is to help the 
parent understand the situation and 
thereby take steps to rem edy hi s or 
her behavior. 

Speaking on the family, Ms. 
Swindall believes that new sexual 
freedom and women's liberation 
movement has begun to effectively 
change the style of the family as we 
know it. " If women secure rights, 
which they do not have, and chil
dren secure rights, which they do 
not have, then the nature of the 
family must change," she says. 

Equal ity for women changes the 
role of wife and mother, she affirms. 
An unmarried woman can become 
a mother today without experienc
ing the social ostracism of 10 yea rs 
ago. Although not commonly prac
ticed, a woman ca n propose to a 
man, without fear of too many nega
tive consequences, which totally 

throws established roles out the 
window. 

Men too are opting for different 
roles . More and more reports show 
that men are staying home with the 
children while their wives " bring 
home the bread ." 

Another option open to women 
is one of having children . Never be
fore an option , women are finding 
that because of advanced birth con
trol techniques and abortions on 
demand, they can now choose 
whether or not a family is for them . 

The Section looks at the new 
mores and lifestyle patterns and sees 
how this will affect children , and 
how it can help peop le adjust to the 
changes. It also effectively ministers 
to the parents who are abusers and 
to children and youth who have 
been lost to society. Under the di
rection of Bertha Swindall , the Sec
tion carries out the Christian mission 
of the United Methodist Church in 
trying to provide for the many w ho 
are less than fortunate. 

Ms. Swindall declares, " we are 
therapists in terms of the individual 
and needlers and hounddogs in 
terms of the society." • 

Ms . Ashton is a free lance writer living 
in the New York area . 
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" These people ordinarily sit a lot. 
They' re ignored. But here they' re 
involved." 

Joyce Blackwell, member of Trin
ity United Methodist Church in 
Great Bend, Kansas, was talking 
about the developmentally disabled 
-the retarded, the neurologically 
impaired, epileptics, the visually 
handicapped, the autistic and hard 
of hearing, the cerebral palsied. 
Once a month they come to Trin
ity's Evening Care Center for con
versation with volunteers, for cards, 
games and seasonal programs. 

The youngest participant is about 
six. The oldest is about 60. An aver
age of 20 persons come each month. 

" We don't exclude anyone as long 
as they' re able to function in this 
environment," says Linda Welch . 

Linda is one of two women from 
Trinity Church who got the idea 
after observing a similar center in 
Wichita, Kansas. The other woman 
is Dee Salmans, mother of retarded 
sons, who expressed the need for a 
local program. 

Though started by Trinity and 
housed in the church, the center 
very soon became a community 
ministry. Organized by word of 
mouth, the project attracted dona
tions even without ihitial solicita
tions. " I'm sure this was the work 
of the Lord," says Linda, " because 
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I've never been involved in any
thing that took as much work as 
this took and have everything just 
go click, click, click." 

Linda says she got involved in the 
adventure of relating with disabled 
persons for "selfish" reasons. " I was 
taking a mental health course at the 
jLnior college and thought if I did 
this, I might get some credit. Now 
I'm sure God turned it around." 

The center's stated goal is "to 
meet the needs of each disabled 
person which are common tb all 
persons: love, acceptance, disci
pline, achievement, development, 
to do for others, to create and to 
have identity. The volunteers are not 
there to entertain the participants, 
but rather to have an enriching time 
together as friends." 

The volunteers-about 40 of them 
on call-are a special breed . One of 
the youngest is Linda' s son, David 
Welch, aged 8. " It makes me feel 
happy when I' m helping the peo
ple," he says. " I know people call 
them names and make fun of them , 
but I think they' re just the same as 
us." 

One of the first volunteers in the 
program, a man nea ring retirement, 
is John Hannah . " The boy I worked 
with and I developed a mutual ad
miration for each other. I don' t 

think someone could do this kind of 
work and not enjoy it. Everyone 
gets as much out of it as they put 
into it." 

What about the parents? And the 
developmentally disabled? 

"Not only do I enjoy a couple of 
hours of free time, but this is good 
for the boys," says Dee Salman. 
" Some of these children don ' t have 
this interaction with others. I think 
'normal' people tend to put them 
down. In this program they are 
treated as whole human beings, not 
talked down to. It makes them 
grow." 

Joyce Blackwell cites the need to 
find other developmentally disabled 
persons who could benefit from the 
three-year-old program. " People 
need to realize that having a handi
capped child is not something you 
need to hide," she says. 

Linda Welch calls each monthly 
session with the developmentally 
disabled "a high point. " 

" You have to come see for your
self how much these people can 
enjoy life in spite of their disabili
ties. To me that's a real lesson . It's 
not what they can't do. It's what 
they can ." • 

Ms. Hannah, a journalism student, is a 
member of Trinity Church . 

"I DON'T THIN~ 
ANYONE COULD 
DO THI) ~IND 
OF WOR~ 
f1ND NOT ENJOY IT. 
E\JERYONE GET) 
fl) MUCH OUT 
OF IT fl) THEY 
PUT INTO IT." 

New World Outlook • Much 19n [ 137) 33 



In Guinea-Bissau a process of social 
transformation is underway. The 
progress, diffi culties and obstacles 
that confront this sma ll West Afri
can nation as it tries to put into 
practice an ambitious and impres
sive program of social reconstruc
tion , can be viewed through its sys
tem of education . 

Education is seen as the key to 
the future. A future that will no 
longer be imbued with the presence 
of 500 years of Portuguese co lon ial
ism and a future that will give mean
ing to one of the major goa ls of 
the program of socia l reconstruc
tion: the emergence of a new man 
and a new woman . 

For over a decade, three of Portu 
gal's colonies-Angola, Mozam
bique and Guinea-Bissau-fought 
wars for national independence. 
These wars culminated in the coup 
in Portugal in Apri l 1974, when the 
fascist dictatorship was overthrown, 
leading to the granting of independ
ence to all its co lonies. 

In Guinea-Bissau this struggle had 
been particularly successful because 
the liberation movement- the Afri
can Party for the Independence of 
Guinea and Cape Verde (PAIGC)
had succeeded in taking over the 
contro l of two thirds of the country. 
In these liberated areas, social se r
vices were established where none 
had been before. For instance, the 
co loniali sts had provided little in the 
way of educational services, a fact 
reflected by the illiteracy rate of 99 
percent which existed prior to the 
beginning of the war. And most of 
those who were fortunate to have 
had some education, had little more 
than elementary readi ng and writ
ing skill s. 

Liberated Zone Schools 

Visitors to the liberated zones 
were ab le to see-as I had done in 
1974-the network of schools that 
were estab li shed by PAIGC. Vill age 
schoo ls, semi-board ing schools and 
full boarding schools gave thou
sands of children a basic education. 
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Education went well beyond the 
teaching of reading, writing and 
arithmetic, to reflect the conditions 
of Guinea-Bissau and the war, giv
ing pupils a deep sense of their own 
history and their own culture which 
had been denied them for so long 
by the Portuguese. The schools were 
run collectively by the students who 
elected their own committees and 
who were in charge of the organi
zation and discipline of the school 
itself. The only area in which teach
ers had more say than the pupils was 
in the content of the lessons. This 
was seen as a basic lesson and ex
perience in democracy. 

The schools themselves were un
like anything we know. There were 
no brick buildings and virtually no 
equipment. One precious black 
board with equally precious chalk. 
Few pencils. Limited paper. Every
thing had to be brought into the 
country on foot from across the 
border for no vehicle transport was 
possible during the war as they 
would present easy targets for the 
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EDUCATION IN GUINEA-BISSAU 

bombers. The "classrooms," hidden 
in the trees, were fashioned out of 
the branches of the forest ; benches 
and desks constructed from rough 
poles lashed together with the vine
like branches of the tropical trees 
with the roofs of palm fronds or 
matted reeds, supported by long 
poles. Within a short distance of 
each classroom were the deep 
trenches, dug out of the ground 
where the pupils would dash the 
minute they heard the bombers 
overhead-at least a daily occur
rence. One of the semi-boarding 
schools I visited had lost one of its 
12-year-old students a few weeks 
earlier when he had gone on an er
rand and was caught in a bombing 
raid . A blackened hole ripped out 
of the forest remained as a testa
ment to the reality of life in the 
war zones. 

Independent Guinea-Bissau 

Two years later I revisited Guinea
Bissau. Independent Guinea-Bissau . 
This time I did not join a column of 

armed militants and march for 
hours each day into the interior of 
the country, but flew into Bissau , 
the capital, from neighboring Sene
gal. 

One of the first places I vi sited in 
Bissau was the Kwame Nkrumah 
Secondary School-renamed after 
independence. As I entered the large 
two-story building I could not help 
but be struck by the atmosphere 
where students mingled easily with 
teachers, many of whom seemed 
hardly older than the pupils them
selves. Wall newspapers were taped 
along the passages, denouncing 
apartheid and express ing solidarity 
with the people of South Africa or 
explaining aspects of preventive 
medicine. Although the school 
building is old and rambling, the 
freshness of atmosphere speaks to 
the excitement that I found in all 
aspects of education in Guinea-Bis
sau , as the government challenges 
the old colonial structures and con
tinues to strive towards building a 
new, non-exploitative society. 
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During the colonial period, the 
school had been the only secondary 
school in the country. It was a 
school that catered to the sons and 

suffering for the people in general 
and for themselves in particular. 

A Dual System 

daughters of the African assimi/ados When the new PAIGC govern-
(that tiny minority of Africans con- ment took over, it had to resist the 
sidered sufficiently "civilized" to temptation to abolish schools such 
acquire Portuguese citizenship) and as this and replace them instantly 
the children of the small Portuguese with the system of education they 
community that had settled in Bis- had developed in the liberated 
sau . The Africans were educated to areas. Without money, teachers, 
become part of the privileged elite without equipment and textbooks, 
to fill the civil service. this was impossible. As a result, 

The students were taught by the there is a dual system of education 
wives of Portuguese army officers operating in the country. There is on 
and studied in an environment that the one hand, the system inherited 
was alien to Guinea-Bissau. They from the Portuguese administration, 
learnt nothing about the history of of which the Kwame Nkrumah 
their own country and instead school is part. On the other hand, 
struggled with the dates and events side by side, are the 10 PAIGC 
of the history of Portugal. They ab- boarding schools which are an ex-
sorbed values that entrenched their tension of the schools developed in 
feelings of superiority and disdain the liberated zones and reflect 
for the majority of their country PAIGC goals to produce a new gen-
men and women . They were told, eration of men and women . 
and generally believed, that PAIGC While these two systems exist 
was not a liberation movement try- concurrently, a six-year program has 
ing to free their people, but a band been launched to develop a new 
of terrorists who were trying to integrated system. Many more 
bring dreaded Communism to the schools will be opened . The num-
country, whi ch would cause great ber of pupils attending elementary, 
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intermediary and secondary schools 
will be vastly increased, while a 
pre-university institute is to be es
tablished . 

By the end of these six years, they 
w i 11 have new textbooks and a 
totally revised syllabus, to be intro
duced year by year. For example, 
working the land which is already 
encouraged on a voluntary basis, 
will be a regular school activity and 
the school terms will be changed to 
coincide w ith the production sea
sons. This is planned to ensure that 
all the youth of the country, 
whether living in the towns or in 
the countryside, understand the im
portance of agriculture to the coun
try. Agriculture is the basis of the 
economy for a population that is 
comprised of 95 percent peasants. 

The Present Situation 

These are some of the extensive 
plans for the future. The present is 
a different pi cture. There is a great 
shortage of teachers, and many have 
had little or no training at all. The 
primary school teachers in Bissau, 
for instance, are mostly students 
from the Kwame Nkrumah school. 
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This will slowly be rectifi ed as the 
large number of teachers sent abroad 
for training return and as the new 
teachers graduate from th e small 
primary teacher training school in 
Bolama, one of the larger town s in 
the country. 

There is a chronic lack of text
books and other teaching materials. 
Most of the texts that were used by 
the coloniali sts are unsuitable now 
and were thrown out, particularly 
those for history and geography. The 
teachers at the Kwame Nkrumah 
school , for example, write all their 
own lessons, a task that is discussed 
collectively between them . These 
lessons will form the basis for the 
new textbooks still to be written . 
Often I would walk into the teach
ers' rooms at the school and find a 
teacher pounding away on the one 
old manual typewriter, · preparing 
stencils for mimeographing his or 
her lessons. Regularly, however, the 
school would run out of paper, and 
the teachers would then have to 
read out the text for the pupils to 
take down in their books before the 
lesson could begin . The teaching 
load was already heavy and this all 
added to the amount of time and 
energy each teacher would put into 
his or her classes. 

A young woman teacher who 
taught English at the school and 
who is a member of PAIGC, talked 
to me about the problems in teach
ing at the school and the difficulties 
encountered in trying to educate 
many of the students out of mentali
ties that were fraught with prejudice. 

" What I would do," Lucette told 
me, when describing her efforts to 
broaden the perspective of her 
pupils, " was to take a sentence from 
the text we were reading and hinge 
a discussion around that. For in
stance, one African story had the 
sentence, 'and the woman stood 
outside the door.' 

11 'Why did the woman stand out
side the door, away from the com
pany of men?', I asked my class and 
we got into a discussion of the op
pression of women." 

On another occasion she had 
brought a picture of a well , sur
rounded by women, to the class. 
This is a technique often used to 
begin a di scussion session for lan 
guage speaking practice. " Why are 
only women collecting water from 
the well?" she asked her class and 
again they began to talk about the 

rol e of women in th eir society. All 
th ese di scuss ions would be con
ducted in En gli sh. 

" Sometim es th ese could get very 
hea ted, but the most hea ted one was 
w hen we were reading a tex t about 
Ameri can Indians. A boy in the class 
made the comm ent, 'ah , but Indians 
are lazy.' I said , 'OK, class, close 
your books. W e' ll stop the formal 
lesson ri ght th ere.' For ove r an hour 
w e had an intense di scuss ion about 
th ese attitudes. I began by pointing 
out that thi s w as exactl y what th e 
Portu guese sa id about us. In the end, 
all th e pupil s agreed, and th e boy 
tri ed to make out that this was not 
what he reall y meant!" 

The Boarding Schools 

For the pupils at the 10 boarding 
schools, the development of a 
broader politi ca l and social aware
ness does not present such a prob
lem. Th ese students had grown up 
in th e liberated zones and hence 
into a different so ciety. I vi sited five 
of th ese boarding school s and saw 
the spirit and enthusiasm of the 
pupil s for their school and for their 
country. Th e question s they asked 
me about South Africa (it was shortly 
after the Soweto uprisings) and 
about the United States showed 
their high level of political con
sciou sness and perspective of the 
world . 

Wh erever I went the importance 
of education was emphasized . " The 
children are the flowers of the revo
lution and the principal reason for 
our fight," Amilcar Cabral, founder 
and leader of PA IGC until he was 
assass inated in 1973, had said . The 
flowers are blossoming in this new 
generation . 

A Glimpse of the Future 

I rem ember one instan ce particu
larly where I got a glimpse of this 
future generation. I was visiting the 
secondary school in Bolama, which 
had been situated in Conarky, capi 
tal of neighboring ex-French Guinea 
during th e war. A young man of 
scarce ly 20 years old was responsi
bl e for education for the whole re
gion . Helder had taught in the 
liberated zones, discontinuing his 
own studies in order to do so, and 
now, while he worked for the gov
ernment, he was continuin g his edu
ca tion . He was also a poet. One 
evening after a meeting on South 
Afri ca at the school , he gave a 

poetry reading. They were very 
moving poems about the revolution , 
about the conditions of life, about 
Amilcar Cabral. In conclusion , 
Helder announced, he would read 
a love poem. I immediately pre
sumed it w ould be a romantic 
poem, ex tol li ng the virtues of a 
w oman he loved. It was not. The 
poem spoke about the young wom
an he had fall en in love with . They 
had fa llen in love because of their 
commitment to the revolution and 
worked together to build the society. 
In the process they had found new 
smiles, and these new smiles would 
be multipli ed on th e faces of their 
children and all th e children of the 
comin g generation . 

Throu gh education , PAIGC and 
the governm ent o f Guinea-Bissau 
hopes to build a sbciety in which all 
forms of expl o itation are eradicated . 
Th e two sys tems o f education reflect 
the d iffi culties of build ing such a so
ciety quickl y and point to the way 
that PAIGC has chosen to develop 
th eir society-step by step. Mean
whil e th e process that began in the 
liberated zones, with the parti cipa
tion of the people in all aspects of 
work and gove rnment, is continued 
in present-day Guinea-Bissau . The 
foundations have been laid . The 
work and stru gg le continues. • 

Stephanie Urdang, a South African, is 
one of the editors of Southe rn Africa, 
a m onth ly news magazine with em
phasis on the politica l, historica l and 
economic background to the curren t 
even ts . She visited Guinea- Bissau on two 
occasions, once during the war and a 
second time to the independent nation 
during the summer of 1976. Her book 
" Th e Other Colonialism : Women in 
Cuinea-Bissau"-the focus of her visits 
-will be p ublished by the Africa Fund, 
New York in April 1977. 
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T he meeting room was undistin- segregation. Others had received a 

guished and was large enough stay in implementation while ap-
to seat approximately 50 per- peals were being heard on prior 

sons. The tables had been covered court judgments. Still others were in 
with the traditional green felt cloth, contact with local school boards at-
the glass water pitchers and the in- tempting to arrive at a plan which 
verted tumblers. The participants could be agreed upon by the school 
arrived in parties of three, four, five board and the courts, and yet prove 
and sometimes as many as six or acceptable to the local community. 
eight persons who apparently had Given the heightened emotions, the 
met one another before but knew veiled and open threats of obstruc-
few of the other conferees. Gen- tion and violence, the fears of par-
erally the arriving groups were of ents and children who would event-
interracial composition, and repre- ually face the day-to-day impact of 
sented a good distribution of young changed relationships in their com-
and old , men and women. There munities, the reports were filled 
were clergy and school principals, with frustration and foreboding. 
school board members and mem- Some participants were experienced 
bers of human relations commis- at efforts to produce community 
sions. The gathering was one more consensus and to achieve social 
consultation on the topic " School change. For many this was a new 
Integration : Community Preparation and urgent task . 
and the Role of the Churches." This By evening's end seven city stories 
one convened on the west coast had been related. Papers had been 
upon the initiative of the staff of the exchanged describing particular his-
State Council of Churches with the tories with the courts, and others 
support and counsel of Dr. Blaine providing compiled data on the ra-
Fister, Director of Public Education cial composition of various schools. 
Concerns of the National Council of The accumulated fear, frustration 
Churches. and confusion were piled deep 

In the next three hours, a repre- upon the meeting table with the 
sentative from each of the seven only comfort to be found in dis-
cities whose delegates ringed the covering that equally sensitive per-
table would report developments sons in nearby communities shared 
leading toward court-mandated similar problems and frustrations. 
school desegregation in his or her On the following morning per-
city or town . Some faced imminent sons brought from Louisville, Cleve-
dead lines on first phases of imple- land, Detroit, Indianapolis and 
mentation of a design for school de- Stockton were introduced . Their 
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message-offered with considerable 
empathy and no sense of "expertise" 
-was simple and clear. Each in turn 
suggested : "I appreciate your fear, 
and your sense of impotence in the 
face of impending crisis. Not so 
long ago I shared your dilemma. 
There aren ' t any universal solutions, 
and plans must be tailored to each 
situation . But let me tell you about 
some of the things we tried, what 
seemed to work and what we've 
learned." This was followed by de
scriptions of church initiatives to en
list community service agencies, 
parent-teacher organizations, civic 
clubs, recreational units, ethnic 
communities, and any others who 
would listen to an appeal, for the 
formation of a massive coalition to 
help remove the fear and misunder
standing, to build commitment to 
obey the law and protect the chil
dren from any violence. By design, 
those who opposed school desegre
gation-for whatever reasons-were 
seriously pursued for participation 
in the work of the coalition. 

Sharing of Actions 

Then followed descriptions of the 
action-development of rumor con
trol centers, community coffee hours 
to ventilate problems and to share 
solid information, the preparation 
of bulletins for parents and for chil
dren, and the development of 
forums where questions could be 
handled seriously and answers pro-
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vided. Picni cs and outings were 
held to familiarize students and 
teachers with those who would be 
their new classmates, and on that 
" desegregation day" coalition vol un
teers staffed the information stations 
at church centers which were 
closest to the schools and where, 
by pre-arrangement with school ad
ministrators, anxious parents could 
be kept posted on hourly develop
ments within the schools. 

The sharing proved effective. By 
noon those facing new desegrega
tion orders were alert and prepared 
to push the more experienced vis
itors for still more detailed " how to 
do it" information . Most of all , they 
had a new confidence-in them
selves, in their colleagues and in the 
possibilities for rallying their 
churches and home communities to 
a new level of consensus. and com
mon action. 

How the Consultations Began 

The consultation just described 
could be repeated four or five times. 
There were representatives from 
seven cities gathered in New York, 
nine in Kansas City, seven in Los 
Angeles, six in Syracuse, 10 in Co
lumbus. They began in late 1974 
when Dr. Blaine Fister of the Na
tional Council of Churches of Christ 
with participation and funding from 
Ministries in Public Education , held 
the first consultation for major 
northern cities. Twenty years had 
elapsed since the Supreme Court 
had ruled on the Topeka Case 
(Brown vs. Board of Education) and 
had made clear that segregated edu
cation had a negative effect upon 
children, that separate school sys
tems were not equal , and constitu
tional rights of children were being 
denied . The dual systems of the 
South had been the first objects of 
attack and had given way, under 
court supervision, in favor of a 
single desegregated public school 
system. Now attention was focused 
upon the ghetto patterns of north
ern cities and the separate and quite 
unequal schooling frequently offered 
within the same school system. 
From all evidences, some cit ies had 
managed a relatively peaceful de
segregation, despite the fact that op
position and foot-dragging appeared 
in every community. Others con
tinued to experience some violence. 
Why the difference? What had been 
learned? These were the questions 

posed by several leaders of metro
politan church councils who be
lieved they could learn from one 
another and requested the consulta
tion . From the first gathering it was 
evident tha t an enlightening dia
logue on the issues, a sharing of 
strategies, the locating of experi
enced leaders and development of 
some clarity about church roles as 
faci I itator, advocate, peacemaker 
and reconciler were possible when 
the consultations were called . And 
so the series began, and continues 
to this day. 

Each of our denominations has 
regularly recorded a deep and abid
ing concern about the segregation 
of American society: segregation in 
all of its aspects, in structures of so
ciety as well as the Church itself. 
However, acting on these concerns 
has proved to be quite difficult. The 

failures to desegregate churches and 
other community organizations, and 
more particularly, the failures to at
tack segregated housing patterns, 
have all returned to haunt us as the 
courts have handed down legal 
mandates to provide equal educa
tional opportunity for all children 
and to do so without further delay. 
Publi c schoo ls remain one of the 
few arenas where the constitutional 
guarantees to all can be clearly spe
cified and where time-lines for com
pliance can be set by the courts. Our 
capacity to procrastinate, to ration
alize, to defer action on desegrega
tion in other economic and social 
arenas seems to be without limit, 
and little effected by any coercive 
forces. 

Acting for "Simple Justice" 

Th ere are many who argue that 
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efforts at desegregation are fruitless 
and do not provide positive changes 
toward " quality" education . To 
date, the answers concerning qual
ity are not all clear, and the multiple 
problems of educating the new gen
eration are not likely to be over
come by simply guaranteeing to 
each child equal access to such 
quality as is available in any given 
set of schools. However the issues 
of constitutional guarantees cannot 
be deferred because achieving racial 
balance will not solve other prob
lems. AFL-CIO President George 
Meany, addressing a larger national 
conference in which many of our 
church leaders were involved, rightly 
described the situation as one of 
" simple justice," when he com
mented : 

" Few issues in our time have 
generated as much heat and 

Yet racism cuts deep within our 
lives and social structures. When as 
sensitive a subject as the education 
of our children is involved, every 
facet of community life feels the 
impact of fear and prejudice. The 
widespread call for new private 
" Christian academies" at a time 
when one can no longer seek racial 
separation in public schools is no 
mere coincidence, despite the varied 
problems of public education. There 
are those persons who believe that 
this has been the primary response 
of church members when faced 
with the legal pressure of court 
orders for the new schools are so 
visible. They represent both a de
fiance of court coercion and a va
cating of civil and moral responsi
bility for the impact of racism on yet 
another generation of children . 

confusion as this matter of The Role Churches Can Play 
simple justice : publ ic acknowl- However, it is in the quiet min-
edgment that every American istry of those who recognize the 
child , regardless of race, creed " simple justice" involved, and who 
or color, has an equal right to risk much to help bring about some 
the highest standard of educa- unpopular changes that one finds 
tion available. There should be hope, and signs of renewed leader-
no doubts, no resistan ce, no ship in our churches. With the de-
need for court orders to achieve velopment of coalitions for school 
thi s basic democratic goal. " desegregation church and commun-
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ity persons alike are discovering the 
enabling role a church may play in 
a given community. School deseg
regation is a responsibility first and 
foremost of a school board and a 
school staff. But these persons need 
continued support and above all, a 
center of initiative rooted in the 
community, which can reach out to 
call others to a common service. Our 
churches and church councils seem 
peculiarly fitted for this role. Most 
often, as the coalition develops, 
" blue ribbon " names of the civic and 
business communities claim the 
media's attention and recognition . 
Some of these, of course, are among 
our church members as are the re
sponsible school officials. Quite of
ten the church initiatives are forgot
ten as an ever widening group rallies 
to the aid of the schools. But where 
sensitive, dedicated and enduring 
service of church leaders is missing 
it is difficult to uncover a commu
nity substitute that can build a con
tinuing coalition to meet the crisis. 

Continuing Ministry 
In a few cities the development of 

coalitions for purposes of school de
segregation have opened the way for 
continuing educational ministry and 
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aft r the plan of de egr ga
tion ha be n implement d . " 5 and 
g nera ti n" prob! ms leading to full 
int gra ti n in hoo l and cla room , 
a w II a further truggle to achi ve 
a n w qualit of I arnin g ontinu to 
plagu many chool s. on ern ed 
hur h leader ar di scovering that 

par nt , teachers and schoo l ad min
i trator , a well a students, need an 
enduring bod of ommunity con-
ern , upport and participation in 

ed uca tiona l hange if th e equal ac-
s to ducation is not to become 

a hollow mockery for those to 
whom th new opportunities have 
been tended, and a lifelong hand
i ap to each and every chi ld. 

Continuing coa litions or successor 
bod ies are beginning to focu s upon 
additional ways by which th e long 
history of educational concern in 
both church and civil life may be 
e pre ed in our own times. There 
is little likelihood that our churches 
will tr to repeat early hi story and 
once again establish an extended 
system of primary and secondary 

s hoo ls. W hav long recognized 
th at th developm nt of an edu
ca ted publ ic is th e foundatioh for 
both the chur h and the state and 
that all suffer when th schools and 
o th er ed ucat ional tool s ar either 
n gl cted or given ove r into too few 
hands. Consequently attention is 
bei ng given to the current di scus
sion on educa tion al goa ls and ob
ject ives, to n w definitions of 
" quality edu ca tion " that recognizes 
th e ethn ic, reli gious and cul tu ral 
pluralism that enri ches th e America n 

ulture, and to the whole range of 
ed uca tiona l media by which our 
ch ildren learn today. • 

Dr. Haro ld H. Viehma n is National 
Director, Ministries in Pub l ic Educa
tion, a coalition of nationa l agencies 
of five churches established to think, 
plan and act together on ques tions 
related to the character and conduc t 
of public education. The coa lition is 
particularly concerned with changes 
that are required fo r a responsib le 
educational future. 

"WHERE )EN)ITl\JE. 
DEDICATED AND 
ENDURING )ER\JICE OF 
CHURCH LEADER) I) 
Ml))ING IT I) DIFFICULT 
TO UNCO\JER 
A COMMUNITY 
)UB)TITUTE." 

Some Resources 

The lea rn ings derived from the 
consul tat ions described in this re
port are foun d in compilati ons of 
the papers presented to two con
sul tations November 1974 in New 
Yo rk City under the titl e A Ta le 
of Seven Ci ties and August 1975 
in Kansas City in a repo rt ca ll ed 
School Integration. (Ava il ab le from 
Edu cation in Society, NCCC at 
Room 710, 475 Rive rside D ri ve, 
NYC, 10027.) Ea rl y in 1977 tlie 
same office w ill pub lish a sum
mary of fi ndings and ch urch ex
perience in this arena in a new 
guide entit led " School Desegrega
tion : Com munity Preparat ion and 
the Role of the Churches." This 
materia l shoul d se rve the growi ng 
netwo rk of persons w ho have be
gun to antici pate a " desegrega ti on 
day" in their own schools, and 
are attempting to prepare fo r that 
day. 

A further resource is fou nd in 
the August 1976 repo rt of the 
lfni ted States Civi l Service Com
mission entitl ed Fulfilling the 
Letter and Spirit of the Law- De
segregation of the Nation's Pub lic 
Schools. (Ava ilable from the Supt. 
of Documents, US Printing O ffice, 
Was hington, DC 20402 .) Th is ex
tended study by the federa l 
"watch dog" of compliance in 
many areas of civil rights is timely 
and points clea rly to the factors 
that have contri buted to effective 
desegregation, to the impact of 
desegregation upon every element 
of the schoo l program, and to the 
conti nui ng issues once a desegre
gation p lan has been imp le
mented. 



AMERl~A~ f AMI LIES 

Above 
JIM and DAVID KENNEDY. "We 

were told that retarded children 
can' t appreciate things like 

numbers and reading." 

Right 
JACKIE and MICHAEL GREEN

BERG. One foot in childhood, one 
in manhood. 

Elliott Wright 
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The U.S. Bicentennial is still with 
us and will be until we recreate the 
first inauguration of George Wash
ington in 1989. We shouldn' t let the 
200th anniversaries of the arrival of 
the M arquis de Lafayette (next July) 
or the surrender of General Corn 
wall is (in 1981) go unobserved . But 
a welcomed change of pace in our 
quite proper rediscovery of the past 
is Six American Families, an alto
gether contemporary television mini
se ri es inspired by the bicentennial. 

Premiering next month on April 4, 
the six one-hour programs form a 
kind of documentary report on we 
the ,people as seen through rea
sonably representative families-af
fluent, poor, urban, rural , white, 
black, Protestant, Catholic and Jew
ish. Six American Families was initi
ated by communications officials of 
the United Methodist Church and 
the United Church of Christ. It was 
produced by Group W , the West
inghouse Broadcasting Company, in 
association with the two denomi
nations. 

Top-rate talent was used in put
ting together the shows-filmed in 
the actual homes and places of em
ployment of families in Albu
querque, Chicago, Dalton, Ga., Mill 
Valley, Calif., New York City and 
Page County, Iowa. Built into each 
hour are unique reaction segments 
in which the families themselves re
spond to what the audience has 
seen. It illustrates an underlying pur
pose of the series' creators. 

Both the church and the com
mercial producers hope that many 
families will be strengthened, at 
least become better able to look 
objectively at themselves, by watch
ing how the families on screen make 
decisions, deal with conflict and 
plan for the future. That is not to 
say that the six families captured on 
film are ideal models of family life. 
They are far from perfect. They are, 
however, real, non-stereotyped and, 
as such, make us think about our 
own domestic realities. 

United Methodist Communica
tions, the Office of Communications 
of the United Church of Christ and 
10 co-participant denominations are 
distributing thousands of a Viewers' 
Guide designed to stimulate re
sponse, individually or in groups, to 
the series and what it shows about 
life in the U.S. today. That guide can 
be used as a study outline in local 
churches. 
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In addition, Paul Wilkes, an au 
thor who served as the link be
tween the fami li es and the produc
tion crew, has written a valuable 
resource book, also cal led Six Amer
; an Families (Seabury Press). Mr. 
Wilkes describes each fami ly in de
ta il and offers socio logica l obse rva
tions. 

Every type of fami ly is not repre
sented in the series but since neither 
economics nor ethnic or religiou s 
identities are integral to some of the 
stories the programs succeed re
markably well in showing us our
selves ; Americans sta rtlin gly diverse 
in ideas, lifestyles and aspirations . 

Six American Fam ilies is being 
shown on Westinghouse and Publ ic 
Broadcasting System (PBS) stations in 
prime time. Check loca l li stin gs for 
hours and frequency. • 

Left 
BOB GEORGE. A 20th century 
gladiator suited up for battle. 

Middle Left 
STANLEY and LORRAINE PASCIAK 
at a Polish Christmas party. The 
Polish community in Chicago is 
breaking up. Polish kids now marry 
Italians, Irish. 

Below 
CARL STEPHENS (r) and reporter 
PAUL WILKES. Farming is a business 
"worse than a Las Vegas gamble." 

Left 
CRACE and ARLON BURK. Tough 
mountain people, so near to 
civilization but basically so out of 
touch with it. 
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position in 1967 from an Indiana pas
torate, he was placed- both by personal 
com mitment and staff ass ignment-to 
witness the Detro it, Newark, and Mil
waukee civi l disorders of 1969. His com
mitment to the church 's presence in the 
struggle for j ustice and his skill as a 
med iator in confl ict have assured him a 
pivota l role in critical national events 
si nce that time. Adams was the first 
w hi te person to receive the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Award by the Southern 
Christian Leadership Con ference. 

AT THE HEART OF THE WHIRLWIND, 
by John P. Adams. New York, 1976 : 

The book is an insider's account of 
tense situations most of us knew only 
through newspaper or TV. The pages are 
peopled with such diverse persons as 
Ru ssell Means, Dennis Banks, Attorney 
General Richard Kleindeinst, the parents 
of studen ts shot at Kent State, and others. 
Scenes are set across America-from the 
mud of Resurrection City and the Poor 
People's Campaign shanties to the head
quarters of the embattled Native Amer
icans of Wounded Knee and a bombed
out household in Jackson, Mississippi . 

Harper and Row, 146 pages, $6.95. 

The Lord addressed Job out of the 
wh irlwind. John Adams has been work
ing in the midst of the whir lw ind of 
American li fe for the past decade. He 
reports w hat he has heard there in a 
thoroughly engaging and readab le book. 

John Adams is a United Methodist 
minister and staff member of the Un ited 
Methodist Board of Church and Society, 
in Washington, D.C. Coming to that The book would be well worth read-

44 

What, beside bread for the hungry, can 
we offer in a worl d where more than 

half the human family lives in chronic 
poverty? 
The United M ethodist Committee on 
Relief responds with emergency food aid 
- with bread - whenever and wherever 
the need exists. In many areas of the world , 
UMCOR is also involved in rehabil ition 
and development programs - ministries 
that offer love and dignity and justice, as 
well as bread. 
You can see what more than bread means 
in Kenya through two new sound, color 
filmstrips. Seeds of Hope - for adults -
and The Truthfu l Tale of John and Joan and 
the Cornsta lk - for the ch ildren - show 
how UMCOR is helping Kenyans to help 
themselves. 

Both filmstrips, pacllaged as 
a set, ~vail~ble from Con· 
ference AV Libraries and 
District uperintendents. 
Copies may be purchased at 
$7.50 a set from: 

United Methodist Communications 
1200 Davis St., Evanston, Ill. 60201 

or 
Service Center, Board of Global Ministries 
7820 Reading Rd., Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 
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ing solely as an interesting background 
story to recent major events. Adams 
gives glimpses of plans prepared by 
Martin Luther King, Jr. for the Poor 
People's March on Washington. He visits 
Marks, Mississippi, where the poverty 
of the people had moved Dr. King to 
tears. He visi ted one mother of five who 
was sick in bed with her hungry children 
aged five through twelve huddled 
around her. The family store of food 
consisted of two shriveled apples and 
a small sack of flour. Adams writes with 
evident disappointment that many 
churches were unwilling to respond to 
such need as represented in the Poor 
People's Campaign, denying the move
ment the support which it needed to 
appeal to the nation 's conscience. 

Accounts in this book; are packed 
with drama and action . During the Poor 
People's Campaign Adams was asked to 
join a demonstration which would likely 
end in arrest. Desiring to keep faith both 
with the Poor People's Campaign and 
with the Board of Church and Society, 
Adams phoned his superior to see if he 
had permission to risk arrest while act
ing as an official representative of the 
Board of Church and Society. When 
Adams arrived at the point of the dem
onstration, he scanned the crowd that 
was gathered around and found the 
General Secretary of the Board of 
Church and Society nodding "yes" to 
him, indicating that responsible Board 
officers had been contacted and did 
approve. Five minutes later, Adams was 
arrested and placed in a Washington, 
D.C. jail. 

He tells of desperate efforts on an
other occasion to move between the 
armed troops of the Justice Department 
and the members of the American In
dian Movement (AIM) encamped at 
Wounded Knee. Heavy firing had bro
ken out, and he as appointed National 
Council of Churches observer was trying 
every way possible to stop the shooting. 
With shooting continuing, this United 
Methodist minister drove through the 
demilitarized zone to pass messages be
tween the opposing forces . Neither the 
government forces or the American In
dian Movement leaders would permit 
him to turn on his lights. Young men ran 
beside the car on the road to keep him 
from running into the ditch in the 
midst of the darkness. Bullets continued 
to fly as the tense negotiations pro
ceeded. Each side insisted that the other 
side had started the firing. After two 
round-trips in the darkness, Adams 
wo rked out an agreement which pro
vided that Native American men would 
withdraw from one portion of the pe
rimeter and that Justice Department 
troops would hold their fire in return . 
What could have been a costly blood 
bath w as avoided. 

Other situations were equally pains-
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Rev. ] ohn Adams (with tie) at 
Wounded Knee in 1973. 

taking, though less dramatic. Appalled 
at the prospect of National Guard forces 
shooting students at Kent State and the 
subsequent tacit support of the action 
from the U.S. President, Adams gathered 
with the parents of the murdered stu
dents to plan a legal response to an 
action which the President's Commission 
had termed " unnecessary, unwarranted, 
and inexcusable. " He worked with those 
and pressed the legal challenge to the 
action of the National Guard troops at 
Kent State. Days after the Kent State 
tragedy, Adams was invited to Jackson 

State Col lege in Mississippi where two 
students were killed and twelve 
wounded by a fusillade of gunfire 
sprayed across the face of a dormitory. 
In this instance, his ministry wa~ to 
work with student and community 
leadership to avoid further loss of life. 

Out of these events and six or seven 
others covered in this book, the pattern 
by w hich John Adams cond ucts his 
ministry becomes clear. In any dispute 
he provides clear and accurate informa
tion to all parties. In the incidents fo l
lowing the Black Manifesto in 1969, as 
we ll as in the 1972 Republican and 
Democratic conventions in Miami , he 
established rumor control centers as a 
means of short-circuiting incorrect in
formation which fanned the flames of 
v io lence and risked further violence. 

He also tries to estab li sh trust and 
confidence with all parties. Once, the 
word got out among A IM members at 
Wounded Knee that he was a "plant" 
by the F.B.I. Some anxious moments 
passed before the decision was made 
that he was trustworthy. And all the 
embattled members were to ld to let 
him pass without harm. 

Finally, in all his mediation efforts, 
Adams sought to keep the question of 
justice uppermost and to avoid the de
humanization of the opponents w hi ch 
often comes in a situation of conflict. 
He sought to correct the Movement's 

perception of all police as " pigs," and 
he helped government forces outgrow 
the stereotype of the Movement as 
" radical terrorists ." 

Adam s' ministry is profoundly theo
logical. He believes the church must 
repent where it has been unheeding of 
basic issues of justice, or worse, when 
it has been on the side of injustice and 
repression . He cites with pain the report 
of the American Indian Movement in 
1975 listing the three major enemies of 
the Ind ian peopl e. They were " 1. The In
stitution of the Christian church ; 2. Anti 
Indian education ; and 3. The United 
States Government-its agents, the De
partment of the interior, and the Bureau 
of Ind ian Affairs ." The church was listed 
as the number one enemy. 

The author clearly takes heart in the 
belief that God en lists fo rces outside 
the ch urch to raise cries of human hurt 
when the church itself fails to listen . 

He clearly yearns for the ability of 
the church to hear the word of the 
Lord through the whirlwind of the day 
and to heed " the Spirit of the Lord 
which creates justice, shows mercy, and 
makes all things new." 

Neal F. Fisher 

Dr. Fisher is Director of Planning for 
the National Division of the UM Board 
of Global Ministries. 

RELIGIOUS STRING ART: 
EYE-CATCHING 

ADDITIONS 
TO ANY CHRISTIAN 
HOME OR OFFICE 

Make s tring art a family 
project. The completed 
plaques are not only colorful, 
unique pieces of art, but th ey 
also communica te a warm 
spirit of Christian love . Keep 
them at home, take them to 
the office, make them at 
church , or give th em as 
special gifts. Make string art 

a lasting part of your Christian outreach. 
Each of the five easy-to-assemble kits contains the following : 
one 8 x 10 inch backboard; one 10 x 12 inch fabric; nails and 
nailheads ; string; solid wood components ; plus a helpful 
step-by-step diagrammed instruction booklet; an actual size 
pattern; and a wall hanger attachment. The only additional 
supplies needed are a hammer , scissors, white glue, and tape. 
Recommended for ages 12 and up . 
$8 .95 per kit 

Christian Ship 
Cross and Fish 

Cross and Flame 
Holy Spirit Dove 
Praying Hands 

a l your cokesbury bookstore 

abingdon 
the book publishing deportment of 
lhe united methodist publishing house 
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A CERTAIN MAN, by Zane Kotker. New 
York, 1976: Alfred A. Knopf, 367 
pages, $8.95. 

One of the problems of the novel ist 
today is simply getti ng a heari ng after 
h is or he r book fina lly appears. Unless 
the book becomes a " blockb uster" w ith 
al l the show bu si ness appurtenances of 
television appearances, movie sa les, etc. , 
or un less the author has an es tab li shed 
l ite rary reputa ti on, the book is apt to 
vanish as quietly as it appears. 

W here does thi s leave the seri ous, 
thoughtful novel? Not very we ll off. 
Za ne Kotker's understated study of a 
not too successful (i n wo rldl y term s) 

New England Protestant minister may 
end up in wo rldly terms just about as 
as we ll off as her protagoni st. Which 
would be a pity. 

It is courageous enough these days 
to pick a preacher as your main char
acte r, unless he is flamboyant, a charla· 
tan, o r associated with some exotic sect. 
Charles " Arley" Minor of Judea, Con
nec ti cut, is none of these. Raised a 
M ethodi st, the son of a small town un
dertaker, he gets the " call" early, goes 
to New York's Union Seminary, and 
fi ll s a variety of pulpits in the Congre
gational Church in New England . None 
of these are very glamorous, which 

On Johns .Island, off the coast of South Carolina, 70% of the residents do not 
read or wnte. Many speak "Gul lah," a dialect begun by slaves and handed 
down to presen t residents. Learn ing English is a major goal for children, as 
ad ult employment wil l depend on this skill. The church is at the center of the 
Johns Island black community, serving the residents of this most neglected 
and desperate ly poor are.a of the U.S. A new church-sponsored Child Care 
Ce.nter is projected, tripling the number now cared for in a sub-standard 
building . The people live on a sub-poverty level making outside help 
necessary 1f. the Center 1s to become a reality. Your help is needed today so 
tomorrow wi ll be worth learning about and plann ing for. 

r· 
I 
I Clip this coupon 

I and mail with 
your check to: 

I 
National Division 

Room 1439 

Studying 
to keep from 
being part 
~~he70% 

---------------. A check will help these U.S. citizens 741445-1 I 
read and speak English. I 

Address 

Ci ty ________ State, ____ Zip ____ _ 

I 
I 
I 

I 
475 Riverside Dr. 

New York, NY 10027 Church Annual Con! I 
L 

Tne United Method 1s1 Chi ld Support Program is a part ol lhe worldwide mm1s1ry ol 1he Board ot Global M1n1s1nes 
with al l child care mst1t u t1ons approved as Advance Specials. - - I 
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vexes and mystifies both the minister 
and his wife . The big ones keep slipping 
away. His two children grow up and 
away as children do, and finally he dies. 

What Ms. Kotker has done here is to 
draw us the portrait of a good man, 
loved by his parishioners, who never 
managed to set the world on fire. In the 
bargain, she has shown us New England 
soc~ety and family life over a sixty year 
period when American society changed 
totally. 

She has done it very well. One 
suspects that she has drawn upon her 
own . family, her father in particular, to 
provide the warmth and affection which 
comes through so clearly without spoil
ing her novelist's eye and objectivity. 
This is the way life was lived by many 
people during this time. 

An honest, lovely book. Read it. If 
you can find it in the bookstores. 

A.J .M . 

GUIDE TO GLOBAL GIVING, A Critical 
Introduction to Voluntary Internation
al Aid Agencies in the United States. 
By the life Center/ Movement for a 
New Society, Philadelphia, 1976: 64 
pages, $1.50. 

This book is based on a good idea, 
namely that there is a need for a con
cise statement concerning the many 
avenues for charity giving open to the 
public. 

The limitation of this book is that 
the authors, by their own admission, 
have not done a thorough research of 
all the 700 organizations that do some 
kind of humanitarian work overseas. 
The booklet is so sketchy in this eval
uation that it serves little if any value 
in helping an individual to form an 
opinion about any one of these organi
zations. 

The real value in this book is in its 
opening chapters. Here we find ex
cellent statements concerning the rela
tionship of the United States to the 
world 's poor, the criteria under which 
these charitable agencies are organized 
and administered, and some guidelines 
by which the reader and potential donor 
can evaluate for himself or herself the 
effectiveness of a given organization. 
Here we are asked to evaluate on the 
basis of whether the organization is in
terested in charity or justice, relief or 
development, as well as what the 
agency's relationship is to governments 
and its total effectiveness in accomplish
ing the task of helping people. 

The booklet may be ordered from 
4600 Springfield Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 
19143. Include 25¢ postage. 

Joe W . Walker 

Mr. Walker is Assistant General. Sec
retary for Cultivation of the UM Board 
of Global Ministries. 
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LETTERS 

APPRECIATION 

I always have appreciated receiving " free 
copies" of the New World Outlook since 
I've been a missionary, but I've enjoyed 
them and gleaned more material than usua l 
this year I've been on furlough . Maybe it's 
because I've given more time to reading. 

At the beginning of the New Year, I 
want to say thanks to yo u for providi ng us 
with such a good publication . 

I would like some information as to how 
to get copies of articles on Bolivia. When 
I pa rticipated in a Mission Saturation Event 
in Jamestown, N.Y., they had copies of the 
two articles on Bolivia from the July-August 
'76 issue. I would like to obtain ioo copies 
of each article to have for itineration. 

Helen B. Wi.Json 
Hot Springs, Arkansas 

She is a United Methodist missionary to 
Bolivia. 

DEFENDS SEPTEMBER COVER 

Edna S. Davis's letter in the December 
issue start led me so. I have to defend your 
September cover, Batik Madonna, by Govin
dan Raman of India. I had cut it out and 
framed it on a piece of wool. Why? Be
cause Advent is so eternally true and present 
fo r me. I Ji.ked its reality, its acceptance, 
its forthright compassion. The child 's eyes 
are sad and encompass the world 's so rrows. 
Thank you, Edna, for pulling my thoughts 
together on this masterpiece. 

The Third World is giving us a definite 
realistic theology we aren't ready for. The 
suffering, the hungry, the vulgarity of life is 
w hat makes the cross and creche so beau
tiful. 

Marjorie F. Mcllvride 
Penn Furnace, Pennsylvania 

FELICITATIONS 

Felicitations on the excellent article in 
January from the pen of Dr. Dean Gilliland. 
It presents some facets of the Nigerian scene 
which our American communications media 
does not share with us. Our hope is that 
both the Muslim and Christian faiths will 
recognize the necessity of cooperation that 
the citizens of Nigeria may know a fuller 
and more abundant li fe. 

In the same issue the article on Charles 
Brewster's " Visit to the Phanar" with his ob
servations on the great city of Istanbul 
proved informati.ve. 

Dr. Raymond M. Veh 
Thiensville, Wisconsin 

IN DEFENSE OF MRS. GANDHI 

Mr. 0 . Dillon Neal 's letter, " Question 
of Hypocrisy?" (October, 1976) requires a 
response. Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in
troduced emergency measures when opposi
tion political parti.es were not playing the 
game rightly, compel ling members of legis
lature to resign, blocking the work of leg
islatures, inciti ng students to violence, and 
creating conditions ca lculated to lead the 
country into chaos. Her measures have 
brought di scip line to the country, increased 
production and contained inflation. Mrs. 
Gandhi always claimed that she believed in 
democracy and would withdraw restrictions 
as soon as normal cond itions returned. True 
to her promises, she has removed censorship 
of the press, released political prisoners and 
cal led for parliamentary elections in March, 
1977, w hen people will have an opportunity 
to accept or reject her policies. Bishop 
Mathews has a true insight and understand
ing of India which few peop le living in 
America have. 

Bishop Gabriel Sundaram 
Hyderabad, India 

He is bishop of the Hyderabad Area, India, 
The Methodist Church in Southern Asia. 

WHY PROPOSITION 14 FAILED. 

Most Californians are aware of the needs 
of farmworkers and are sympatheti~ to 

DIALOGUES ON ETERNAL VALUES 
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$5 .00 
CHARLES HAAS 

Andree H. Fenelon Publisher 
1901 Euclid Avenue 

Sen Merino. California 91108 

Hand-color ed photograph 
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scene on pretty 10% -inch 
gold-rim p lates. Orders 
fill ed for on e dozen or 
mo1·e plates. Also ch urch 
note papel' in Quantity. 
W1'ite f or ft·ee info rma
tion . D EPT. WO 

FERRELL'S ART WARE 
Appomattox, Virginia 24522 

AROUND THE WORLD TOURS 
Return by 

HOLY LAND OR RUSSIA 
26th annual wo rld tour, complete sight
seeing, Conferences with Heads of State, 
Ambassadors, Editors, Missionaries and 
peasants. 13 exotic co untri es of Asia and 
eastern Europe-see the HOLY LAND, 
Hawa ii, Republic of China, Japan, Hong 
Kong, Thai land, India, Nepal , Greece, 
Au stria and Hungary, etc. Optiona l re
turn via Afghanistan, Uzbekistan and 
RUSSIA. July 8th departure. 5 wonderful 
weeks. Write for brochure. 

BRYAN WORLD TOURS 
1880-D-Gage Blvd., Topeka, Kansas 66604 

their cause. However, the defeat of Propo
sition 14 (see " Mission Memo" in the De
cember, 1976 issue) should teach us that 
being for farmworkers does not necessarily 
mean supporting Proposition 14 or backing 
Cesar Chavez. 

Chris Hartmire reported that the resound
ing defeat of Proposition 14 was due to a 
fear-evoking media campaign by farm grow
ers. Supporters of the Proposition had their 
own media blitz . It occurred in the final 
weeks of the campaign and fea tured Gov
ernor Jerry Brown. Actua lly, both sides spent 
almost equal sums-over $1 .7 million each . 

I suggest there were other reasons for 
the defeat. Many considered Proposition 14 
to be unnecessary. The Farm Labor Act of 
1975 does exist and will do the job if ad
ministered equitably. Also, the Proposition 
was thought to be bad legislation. Its pro
visions went far beyond those of federal 
labor laws and gave almost all rights to 

. unions. 
Major newspapers opposed Proposition 14. 

So did California voters. Fear may have 
gotten their attention but it would not have 
sustained them through Gov. Brown's TV 
spots. As voters looked closely at the Propo
sition they did not like it, mainly for the two 
reasons mentioned above. We did not turn 
our backs on farmworkers, but rather sup
port them with legislation that is fair to all. 

Eugene W . Lee 
Oaly City, California 

T*eyour life 
1nyp~ds 

own IliillJ • 
If you're not already examin

ing your breasts because you don't 
know how, any doctor or qualified 
nurse will be glad to help you. 

Breast self-examination is a 
gentle art of self-defense. It takes 
only a few minutes a month. It 's 
simpler and faster than putting on 
your eye make-up. And certainly 
more important. 

Think about it before you 
tum the page. We want to cure 
cancer in your lifetime. 

Give to the American 
Cancer Society. I 
American Cancer Society'® 
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THE MOYIMG 
FIMGER WRITEStr~~ 

WORLD HUNGER AUTHORITIES 
HOPEFUL ON CARTER'S PLANS 

Religious experts on world hunger say 
they are more optimistic about the 
future food situation because of the 
farming backgrounds of President 
Carter and Secretary of Agriculture-des
ignate Bob Bergland. 

Their farming background will give 
them an insight into the food situation 
that the previous Republican adminis
trations lacked, according to Dr. James 
Cogswell , director of the Task Force on 
Wcrld Hunger for the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. (Sou thern). 

Dr. Paul McCleary, executive director 
of Church World Service, an agency 
of the National Council of Churches, 
said, " I have appreciated the openness 
of the new administration in listening 
to the religious community, and I am 
pleased with Carter's hopes to make a 
switch from military to development 
assistance." 

He said in an interview with the 
Atlanta Constitution that the farming 
backgrounds of President Carter and 
Mr. Bergland, coupled with the recent 
policy statement issued by the transition 
team, makes the future look bright on 
the food front. 

Both Dr. Cogswell and Dr. McCleary 
contributed information to Mr. Bergland 
for a policy paper on the world food 
situation . Mr. Bergland served as chair
man of the Carter-Mondale Committee 
on Food and Nutrition . 

Dr. Cogswell also called attention for 
the need to focus greater emphasis on 
family farms, and expressed the hope 
that the Carter administration would 
give it high priority. 

He said encouraging family farming 
will help stabilize food prices in the 
U.S. and cause lower food prices around 
the world. 

" The movement away from family 
farms and toward a monopoly by corpo-

( RNS Photo) 

CELEBRATE ERA RATIFICATION 
Equal Rights Amendment supporters cheer as the Indiana Senate voted 26-24 to 

ratify the ERA, making the state the 35th to endorse, the amendment which would 
ban discrimination based on sex. While 35 of the required 38 states have now rati
fied ERA, three of the states-Nebraska, Tennessee and Idaho-have rescinded their 
decisions . The legal status of the recisions has not been tested. Thus , either three or 
six more states are required to ratify the amendment before the March 1979 dead
line if the ERA is to be adopted and become part of the U.S. Constitution. 
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rations on the food market means they 
ca~ control volume and consequently 
bring about shortages to raise prices," 
Dr. Cogswell said, adding that food 
prices soared in 1972 following a mass
ive wheat sale to the USSR. 

Dr. McCleary said he was pleased to 
see that the Bergland policy paper on 
food and nutrition " incorporated most 
of the things I asked for, and I was 
impressed with Bergland's openness to 
listen to many points of view and in
corporate them into policy." 

The policy statement said " our funda
mental priority must be to assure that 
all persons have the opportunity to 
obtain a nutritionally adequate diet." 

It ca lled on the nation to move 
toward the goal of helping to solve the 
" grave problems of malnutrition around 
the world " and to pursue policies that 
give priority to " increasing food pro
duction in the developing countries of 
the world and to increase development 
aid ." 

Other goals included establishment of 
an "i nternational network of national 
food reserves" and the separation of de
velopment assistance from military aid 
funding. 

(R NS ) 

SIMPLICITY, NOT AUSTERITY, 
SHOULD SHAPE SPIRITUALITY 

The president of the (Roman Catholic) 
Paulist Fathers, the Rev. Thomas 
Stransky, CSP, has proposed some prin
ciples for a spi rituality for contemporary 
Americans. 

Father Stransky said that such a spirit
uality should be "shaped by simplicity 
rather than austerity." He was one of 
the speakers at the eighth national con
ference of the Trinity Institute in New 
York. 

The priest cited Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta, greatly admired as a symbol 
" and yet none of us want to be like her" 
because austerity, " existing on the bare 
minimum for survival," is " so foreign 
to us." 

Father Stransky said " simplicity" is 
" freely choosing to have less than what 
is available," and " reacting negatively to 
those who create unneeded needs." 

Also part of this spirituality, he said, 
should be a " positive appreciation and 
use of power." While noting the possi 
bility of power abuses, " not to use 

power rr 
he suggl 

With 
of socia 
father S 
for Chr 
as a wa 

Chris I 
to take 
aside," 
the Pa 

fathe 
plore t 
of pres 
cisions 

Chris 
the dis 
at a tirr 
ferrnenl 
"turnin 

He 
Christi< 
tive to 
able," 
cause. 
front Ii 
They h 

Spea 
ceives, 
creasin 
in the 
certain 
have r 

The. 
"neitH 
tend t 
do no 
belon! 
cornrn 

"I ti 
we th 
wood 
the r 
churcl 

Bee 
st ripP. 
said, I 
tians 
social· 
ing o 
most 
in OU 

In 
said, 
to ke, 
the n 
relev1 
hell 
storie 

An 
Fletcl 
Inter, 
discu 
proc1 
isters 
fa ch 
"po~ 
istry 

Th 
stagE 
com, 
that 



power may be the worst kind of abuse," 
he suggested . 

With the knowledge of the " rea li ty 
of socia l power" in societa l institutions, 
Father Stransky said, it is not permi ssible 
for Christians to profess " innocence'! 
as a way of avoidi ng responsibility. 

Christians shou ld have the " abi lity 
• to take up power and freely set it 

aside, " depending on the circumstances, 
the Paulist president sa id . 

Father Stransky sa id he wanted to ex
plore the possible " future consequences 
of present theological stances . .. de
cisions ... disciplines." 

Christians, he said, need tb " learn 
the discip l ine of iimitations, especial ly 
at a time of such theo logica l arid socia l 
fe rment and change, without cynically 
" turning off all these causes." 

He said he knew "far too many 
Christians who . were trying to be sensi
tive to every hurt, who were vulner
able," who tried " to espouse every just 
cause .... Today they are not in the 
front lines. They are burned out cases. 
They have faded into the m.ist." 

Speaking of a new honesty he per
ceives, Father Stransky discussed an in
creasi ng number of people who remain 
in the cH urch " not because of any 
certainty, but because they think they 
have no other place to go." 

These people, whom he ca lled 
" neither-no rs," are too honest to pre
tend to beli eve certain teachings they 
do not, he sa id, but still feel that they 
belong in some way to the Christian 
community and refu se to abandon it. 

" I think they are mo re numerous than 
we think . They are coming out of the 
woodwork," he added. " This may be 
the most neg lected groJp in ou r 
churches." 

Because the "crutches are being 
stripped away, " the Pauli st president 
said, peop le are less likely to be Chris
tians for reasons of status o r habit o r 
socia l' acceptab ility. The resultant " test
ing of the quality of faith may be the 
most positive thing that Is taking place 
in our culture today." 

In some measure, Father Stransky 
sa id, Christians need to be " itrelevant," 
to keep some distance from the fads of 
the moment. 11The person who is only 
relevant in 1977 is going to bore the 
hell out of us with those nostalgia 
sto ri es in 1987," he commented . 

Another speaker, the Rev. John 
Fletcher, an Episcopalian who heads 
Inter/ Met sem inary, Washington, D .C., 
discussed resea rch he has done on the 
process by w hich clergy become min
isters in a given pari sh or other setting. 
Each congregation , he suggested, has 
" power to authenticate or not" the min
istry of its spi ritual leader. 

The seminary president outlined three 
stages in this process. First, he sai d, 
comes a time of testing. "Congregations 
that are not strong enough to test their 

clergy," he suggested, are not strong 
enough to do important ministry. " Life 
in the majority of the congregations I 
visit is just as tepid as a marriage that 
never gets out of the honeymoon state," 
he lamented . 

In the second state, Dr. Fletcher said, 
the ordai ned mini ster must come to 
learn that he o r she is not " the all 
prov ident helper," that he or she cannot 
and need not do everythi ng. Who 
preaches the Gospel to the clergy? he 
asked. 

" The congregation that is not strong 
enough to evangelize its own pastor is 
not strong enough to evangelize any
body else," he said. There mu st be lay 
persons w ith " enough courage to tell 
the truth to their pastors" and pastors 
with "enough strength to repent in front 
of their congregations of their need to 
be God," Dr. Fletcher sa id . 

" This is the most creative time in the 
life of the congregation," he added, be
cause " if they turn the corner" on this 
question, they can face the question, 
" How are we going to do all this 
work?" 

The Rev. Jose Miguez Bonino, p ro
fessor of systematic theology at The 
Protestant Hi gher Institute of Theologi
ca l Studies, Buenos A i res, and a member 
of the Evangelical Methodist Church of 
Argentina, spoke of the impact on the
o logy of Christians in the Third World. 
As a result of this Third -World input, 
he predicted, " theology is at the thres
hold of a new and signi ficant state in its 
history. " 

Since tlie period of the Reformation/ 
Counter Refo rm ation polemics, Dr. Mi
guez sa id, theology has been large ly the 
product of ari academ ic world , spun 
out " in the study, in the library, in the 
classroom." 

Thi s was a " nob le, profound, and 
signifi cant effort," he sa id, adding he 
does not w ish to renounce, but rather 
to complement it. 

The academic approach to theology, 
he said, did mean a " certai n price to 
pay," because an autonomous academic 
wo rld lost its close connection to faith 
as it is lived out in the worship and 
politics of Christian communiti es. 

Third-World theology, Dr. Miguez 
sa id, and theological trends influenced 
by it, put more emphasis on scripture, 
less on ~ystemati cs, pay mo re attention 
to practical problems of li fe and the 
connection between learnin g and holi
ness. 

At one leve l, such theology can be 
but " a praye r, a cry, a hymn," he said. 

Hi s hope, he said, is " not to destroy 
academi c theology, but to break its 
monopoly," by theological trends which 
involve " first-hand contact with reality," 
usi ng as " raw material . .. the livin g 
experience of the stru ggle" of Christians 
to live their faith . 

In this respect, he sa id, Third -World 

theology is more like the apologetic 
(in defen se of the faith) theology of the 
first Chri stian centuries and the Refor
mation era, than is academic theology. 

HUNTER : "FISHERS OF MEN" 
OR "KEEPERS OF AQUARIUM"? 

Dr. George G. Hunter, 111 , national 
evangel ism executive of the United 
Method ist Church, told a gatherin g of 
evangel ism leaders that many clergy and 
lay peop le have ceased being " fishers 
of men," and have become merely 
" keepers of the aquarium." 

In the keynote address of the Uni ted 
Methodist Cou ncil on Evangelism, the 
head of the Board of Discipleship's 
evangelism section declared that " the 
United Methodist Church in America 
is not a conspicuously effective arm of 
God 's strategy of expansion ." 

The 1976 General Confer
ence said $83 ,672 ,000 is 
needed annually for the next 
four years as the minimum 
response United Methodists 
should make as our share of a 
worldwide Christian ministry of 
love. 
This figure represents our total 
benevolence program and 
may seem staggerin~;i. Yet it 
represents less than the price 
of a soft drink weekly for each 
United Method ist . Little 
enough to offer as we minister 
in Christ's name in this and 60 
other nations. 
For more specific information 
about our benevolence 
programs write: 

United Methodist 
Communications 
1200 Davis St 
Evanston, Ill. 60201 
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Dr. Hunter asserted that many United 
Methodists " equate the ch urch with the 
building. They assume you do the will 
of God by coming to the building. And, 
if you merely attend, serve on com
mittees, and do good church work, you 
are somehow involved in the redemp
tive mission of Jesus Christ. " 

According to the evangel ism execu
tive, " the biggest fa ll acy in grassroots 
Un ited Methodism these days is the 
hoped-for perfect method. We continue 
to hope fo r one method whi ch wi ll by 
God's design be perfect and which will 
fit l ike a stretch sock any situation we 
can think of. " 

Dr. Hunter urged that evangelism be 
thought of as a continuing process, 
rather than an effort to get decision for 
Christ as ends in themselves. " It is by 
evangelism that we bring people into 
the kind of co mmitment and empower
ment that enables them to become in
volved in redemptive social action," he 
said. 

The evangeli sm executive al so stressed 
that most Americans are " either igno
rant or misinformed about Christianity," 
and that as a result, evangelists " must 
explain over and over." In doing evan
gelism, he advised, " We must engage 
people at the point of their conscious 
doubts. Honest dialogue will help over
come and even sabotage those doubts." 

Dr. Hunter warned that some activ
ities that ca ll themselves evangelism 
should be rejected because they " serve 
up very cheap grace." He cautioned 
that "some of them baptize civi l re
lig ion and right-wing ideology and 
others are idols dressed in Christian 
clothing. In short, we must stop pre
tending that everything that calls itself 
evangelism is equally legitimate and ap
plaudable with everything else." 

The United Methodist executive 
called for indigenous programs of evan
gelism developed by each congregation 
to meet its own needs. " Our job at the 
board," he said, "wi ll be to help local 
churches find the best method for 
reaching their own target audiences." 

HUMAN RIGHTS THEME AT 
MISSIONARY CONFERENCE 

(RNSl 

as a missionary in Indiana, told of the 
curfews for Africans in her country and 
of the requirement that pastors explain 
thei r sermons satisfactori ly to govern
ment officials. She was dismayed that 
many Americans seem more concerned 
with what might happen to Rhodesia's 
whites than with the African majority. 

Missionary Frank Messenger explained 
that Rhodesian Bishop Abel Muzorewa, 
as head of the African National Councrl 
there, is trying to add religion to poli
tics, rather than vice versa, and is 
striving " to bring a Christian witness 
and message in a historic situation." 

A representative from Latin America 
referred to the " black ni ght" of current 
repression in Chile, but said they h-ad 
not lost hope for the future because : 
" This is the time to plant seeds for a 
new world God will bring about. 
Seeds are hidden from view while they 
germinate." 

Louise Durst, missionary to Korea, 
urged American churches to support 
Korean groups working for human 
rights and said that Korea's repression 
of people is supported by U.S. and 
Japanese policies, particularly in eco
nomic, military and environmental ac
tivities . 

The conference spent one evening in 
a joyous, story-fi lled farewell to nine 
retiring missionaries whose service totals 
242 years. 

Those retiring were Josephine Abrams, 
31 years in Argentina ; B. B. and Martha 
Cofield, 38 years in Liberia ; the Rev. 
Miss Marion Kline, 15 yea rs in the Phil
ippines ; Gladys Oberlin, 34 years in 
Brazil ; the Rev. Ira and Edith Sherman, 
25 years in Cuba and Argentina; the 
Rev. Paul and Dorothy Williams, 29 
yea rs in Argentina and Uruguay. 

POLISH PRELATE WARNS 
AGAINST RED THREATS 

Cardinal Karol Wojtyla of Cracow, 
Poland, has called on the faithful of his 
archdiocese to defend the Catholic faith 
against what he termed domestic Com
munist " threats." 

" It is our duty to defend our faith, 
which is threatened in our homeland 
and in our public life by a program of 

Some 60 overseas United Methodist atheization, which bears various names 
missionaries and an equal number of and uses various methods," the cardinal 
" persons in mission" (overseas nation- affirmed in a recent sermon. 
als, board and staff members, etc.) Reiterating charges leveled by the 
met in Washington in mid-January for Poli sh Catholic hierarchy in a joint pas-
their semi-ann ual conference. They toral letter issued in November, Cardi-
started out talking about "va lues" and nal Wojtyla said the methods employed 
" the future of mission " but seldom got by the country 's Communist leadership 
beyond the topic of human rights, view- in their "atheistic campaign" are " not 
ing that as basic to all Christian values. always open" and " at times are hidden 

The val ues that are subject to a con- behind apparently neutral forms ." 
tinuing study by the board and mission- For example, said the 56-year-old 
aries are personal meanin g, human prelate, " the whole effort which goes 
rights, cultura l diversity, economic jus- into development of education . . . 
tice, peace and ecological balance. could be described as a 'neutral ' or 

Joyce Mumdiro of Rhodesia, serving even 'positive' form. There is no doubt 
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about that. But while we give our ap
proval to this effort, we must not fail 
at the same time to see that it con
stitutes a threat to our faith ." 

Explaining, the cardinal sai d, " If the 
educational program results in such a 
crowded curriculum that children have 
no time for religious instruction, we 
must ask ourselves : What is the real 
purpose of the program? Is it really 
aimed at educational development ... 
or is it an effort to relegate the teach
ing of the truth of our faith to the 
lowest place, or even do away with re
ligious instruction entirely?" 

Cardinal Wojtyla went on to recall the 
Polish bishops' earlier criticism that 
" our whole public and - social life is 
being subjected to a program of secu
larization and atheization that utilizes 
various resources." 

" Let us take as an example mass in
formation media-our press, radio, and 
television," the cardinal said. " It is pos
sib le through these medias to tell fan
tastic stories about what Pope Paul 
agreed to do in connection with re
vision of the Vatican 's Concordat with 
Italy, but there is no space for us 
Catholics to tell about the real state of 
affairs at home." 

Cardinal Wojtyla continued: " W e can 
even talk about the secularization of 
our Sundays. After all , what does it 
mean when it is said that Saturday is a 
work-free day, when 'socia l deeds' are 
organized to take place on Sunday? 

" What does it mean when television 
tells us about abolition of the feast of 
Corpus Christi as a religious holiday in 
Italy? We know here in Cracow what 
Corpus Christi means to us, but we 
don't find it discussed or even men
tioned on television." 

In his sermon, the Cracow archbishop 
also alluded to domestic Communist 
criticism of the Church 's outspoken and 
persistent defense of workers who dem
onstrated last June against food price 
hikes, since rescinded . 

"When the need arises," he said, 
" the Church of Poland mobilizes the 
faithful for action. And when there are 
people who suffer, we go to them with 
our help, as a Church, not from any 
political motives, but from motives of 
Christian love and solidarity." 

<RNS) 

BRITIAN: "DRINKING" DAYS 
TOP STRIKES FOR WORK LOSS 

Britain lost 6 million working days 
through strikes in 1975 but these 
" probably pale into insignificance" be
side the secret number lost every year 
due to alcoholism, according to the 
report of a committee of the National 
Council on Alcoholism . 

There may be at least 2 million peo
ple, from company directors to shop
floor workers, whose drinking is costing 
Britain millions of dollars because of 
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wrong decisions and accidents, the re
port says. 

The report accused Britain of lagging 
behind the United States in recognizi ng 
and tackling the growing question of 
executives and workers whose lun chtime 
drinking particularly affr~cts their work . 

( RNS ) 

FILIPINO R. C. BISHOPS SAY 
REGIME OPPOSES EVANGELISM 

A large majority of the Philippines' 
Roman Catho lic bi shops has attacked 
the government of President Ferdinand 
Marcos, charging that it has interfered 
with the Church 's work of evangeliza
tion . 

The p relates' crit icism of the four
year-o ld martial law regime was con
tained in a pastoral letter signed by 66 
of 74 of the country's Catholic bishops 
at their recent semi -annual meeting. The 
eight other bishops did not attend. 

" It is more unfortunate," said the 
bishops, " that in many cases ... evan
gelizing work has been misunderstood 
(by the government) and lecj to the ar
rests of priests, religiou s, and lay work
ers, and even the deportation of foreign 
missio naries. " 

Last November there was a ra sh of 
arrests, depo rtati ons, and government 
closures of some church pub lications 
and radio stations for alleged subver
sion. 

The Filipino milita ry has drawn up a 
list of 155 clergy and church lay workers 
charged with " rebe llion and inciting to 
sedi tion." Fo ur of the bishops attending 
the semi-annual meeting were on the 
list. 

The number two man o n the li st is 
Bi shop Francisco F. Claver, S.J.1 of 
Malabalay in the southern Philippines, 
genera ll y considered the most out
spoken of the country 's bishops. 

In addition to at tacking the govern
ment fo r interferi ng w ith eva ngelizing, 
which the bishops defined as " the 
teach ing of sa lvation, liberation, and 
development," the pastoral letter also 
criticized the government for its attitude 
towards the 2 millio n no n-Ch ri st ians and 
non-Musl ims in the country 's hill tribes. 

" The actua l imp lementation of (gov
ernment) programs destroy rather than 
preserve the cultures of the peop le," 
said the letter, and men and women 
worki ng for the rights and development 
of cultural mino riti es " have been 
harassed, intimidated, arrested, and 
jailed. Thi s we strongly dep lore and 
condem n." 

BETHGE SAYS BON HOEFFER 
STILL SPEAKS TO CHURCH 

(RNS) 

Dr. Eberhard Bethge, a friend and 
biographer of the martyred German 
pastor-theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
says the famed theologian 's message to 
the Church sti ll is : Does the Church 's 

actions li ve up to the Gospel of hri st 
it has b en ommi sion d to preach? 

Dr. B thge sa id that what the German 
martyr i " rea ll y pointing to is that there 
is an indi sso luble relationship between 

the message of the Gospel and the pro
claimer, between w hat thi s bearer tell s 
us by hi s verba l words, his sermon, and 
w hat h tells us by the way he ex ists." 

April wi ll be the Specia l Annual Report 
iss ue of the Board of Global Ministries. In
cluded wi ll be articles on the three missional 
priorities of the United Methodist Church 
for the 1976-80 quadrennium, a report by 
the Board president and general secretary, 
a look at finan ces, a listing of Board mem
bers and executive staff as well as informa
tive accounts of the work of all the Board's 
divisions and work units. 

I Believe ... 

afresh look 
at the faith 
I Believe in the 
Great Commission 
by Max Warren With a strong sense 
of vision coupled wi th a lifelong 
career in missions, Dr. M ax Warren 
takes a close look at the traditional 
belief in the Great Commission and 
defend it against recent criticism . 
This latest addition to the popular" I 
Believe ... '· series i ideal for group 
discus ions and your own personal 
reading . 

1659/paper/$2 .95 
" ... one of the most he/pf11/ series of 
studies(() be issued in some time .· · 

-F oundaJions 
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new world outlook 
In today's complex world, there are many different 

ways of looking at the changing scene; ways of seeing 
things that the informed Christian needs to know about. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK brings you these global 
perspectives from the United States and around the 
world but at the same time places them in the con
text of Christian mission. 

Articles, late news, editorials, letters from overseas, 
book and film reviews-all help to interpret the present 
scene in world and church. Shouldn't you be a sub
scriber? Eleven issues for only $4.00. 

__ One year subscription to New World Outlook ($4.00) 

_ _ Combination subscription with response ($7 .00) 

__ Three year subscription special rate $10.00 
(Combination with response $20.00) 

Address•------------------

City or Town, ______ State; __ ~ip Code, ___ _ 

Send to: 
Service Center, 7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 


