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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

October, 1976 

Hunger. United Methodists do not consider world hunger a passing fad, but are 
"ready and willing to make the systematic changes" to alleviate the problem, reports 
the Rev. Ken Colton, UM Health and Welfare Ministries Division hunger consultant . 
Colton found that 46 to 59 annual conferences responding to his survey considered the 
issue at their 1976 meetings . Twenty-five responses came from chairpersons of con
ference hunger task forces . Among the conference actions taken, Peninsula Conference 
will carry its concerns to the agribusiness and multinational corporations in the 
area, West Virginia pledged $270,000 to the problem through "hunger checks" given to 
local churches, and North Indiana Conference asked its "pastors, district superin
tendents, and others who are greatly overweight to set a good example by consumi ng 
less food ... 11 

Board of Global Ministries . The new president of United Methodism's largest board 
feels the relationship between the local churches and the board must be strengthened . 
11 I don't mean building an image of something that isn't there, 11 said Bishop D. Fred
erick Wertz of Charleston, W. Va., at the board's organizational meeting in New Yor k 
City in September . "But to make the image of the board as it is involved in mission 
and ministry more obvious to the people who are in the pew . 11 Elected presidents of 
the seven divisions and chairpersons of the two work units were Bishop Roy C. Nichols, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., World Division; Bishop Jesse R. De Witt, Sun Prairie, Wis . , National 
Division; Mrs. C. Jarrett (Mai) Gray, Chillicothe, Mo., Women's Division; Mrs. Donald 
T. Strong, Kalamazoo, Mich., Health and Welfare Ministries Division; Bishop Jack M. 
Tuell, Portland, Ore., Ecumenical and Interreligious Concerns Di vision; Rev. Dr. H. 
Claude Young, Jr . , Thomasville, N.C. , Education and Cultivation Divi sion; Bishop 
Wayne K. Clymer, Minneapolis, Minn., Un i ted Methodist Committee on Relief Division.; 
Rev. Forrest C. Stith, Baltimore, Md., Crusade Scholarship Committee; Mrs. Florence 
Isaacs, Medina, Texas, Committee on Personnel in Mission. 

Alaska Methodist University. AMU at Anchorage, the only private four-year college 
in Alaska, has suspended operations while its trustees engage in a nine-month study 
to determine the university's future. For some time AMU's financial situation has 
been precarious but the state's $1800 tuition grants to private university students 
and its taking an option to buy the campus (which enabled it to make substantial 
loans to AMU) gave AMU a lease on life through the 1975-76 school year. In May t he 
Alaska Attorney General unexpectedly declared the tuition grants to be unconstitu
tional, cutting off essential aid to students which allowed AMU to continue . The 
state, which had previously failed to exercise its option to buy the AMU campus, 



made a new purchase offer . Meeting in June, AMU's trustees voted, 10 to 9, to post
pone accepting the state's latest offer pending a study designed to lead to restruc
ture and re-opening in the fall of 1977. Lacking funds, the trustees suspended 
classes, released all faculty and staff except skeletal administrative and mainte
nance personnel, and transferred the School of Nursing to the University of Alaska. 
United Methodist relationships and continuing support for AMU will be evaluated by 
both the UM Board of Higher Education and Ministry and BOGM's National Division. 

Chile. The Latin American Strategy Committee, representing major Protestant, Cath
olic and Jewish religious bodies~ has condemned the "brutal murder" of Orlando 
Letelier, Chilean official under the Allende government, calling it "part of a 
spreading pattern of violence, torture and assassination in Chile, extending through
out Latin America and Europe and now into the U.S. 11 UM bishop James Armstrong joined 
the committee in calling for a federal investigation by a body responsible to the 
people of Chile and the U.S. 

South Korea. Kim Dae Jung, one of 18 prominent Korean Christians imprisoned in 
late August by the South Korean government, is gravely ill and is being denied needed 
medication, according to Asian Christians monitoring the situation. The North Amer
ican and Caribbean Area Council of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches has con
demned in a resolution the "repressive tactics of the government of South Korea. 11 

The North American Coalition for Human Rights in Korea, which is chaired by Peggy 
Billings, staff member of the UM Women's Division, urges Americans to pray for the 
imprisoned Christians and their families and to communicate their concern to Amer
ican officials. 

Equal Rights Amendment. Thirty-one religious agencies have joined in a Religious 
Committee for the ERA, ·which will concentrate its efforts among church members in 
five states--Missouri, Illihois, Indiana, North Carolina and Florida. Thirty-four 
of the required 38 states have ratified the ERA and two states (Tennessee and Nebras
ka) have voted to rescind ratification, an action whose legality has not been ruled 
upon by the courts. Among the members of the new Religious Committee are the United 
Methodist Board of Church and Society and the Women's Division of the Board of 
Global Ministries ; 

World Council of Churches. "There are no Communists in the World Council, only 
Christians who happen to live in Communist lands, 11 affirmed Dr. Cynthia Wedel, one 
of six WCC presidents, in an address to the U.S. Conference of the WCC in September 
at St. Simons Island, Ga. "When people want to join the World Council, we don't 
ask them what their politics are. 11 Turning to another criticism of the wee, Dr. 
Wedel said it was a "misconception" that the wee paid for military supplies for 
groups fighting the South African government. 

Deceased. Bishop F. Gerald Ensley, who had just retired as resident bishop of the 
West Ohio area of the United Methodist Church, died September 21 in Dublin, Ireland. 
The 69-year-old bishop became ill in Dublin after addressing the World Methodist 
Council in August. 



Episcopalians. "The ordination of women was most welcome but certain questions re-
main unresolved," notes the Rev. Jeanne Audrey Powers, who attended the Episcopal 
Church convention in Minneapolis and appeared on a press panel there . "It remains 
to be seen what will happen to those women who were 'irregularly' orda i ned. If the 
church will allow bishops to follow their consciences and refuse to ordain women I 
think it has to allow those women who followed their consciences and were ordained 
earlier to fulfill their priesthood. Another issue is whether women priests will be 
given work commensurate with their abilities and accepted into their local congrega
tions with full affirmation of their calling and commitment. " Some Episcopalians 
who opposed the ordination of women have threatened to form their own non-geograph
ical national diocese. Ms. Powers says such action would be a "tragedy" comparable 
to the Methodist Church's creation of the black Central Jurisdiction in 1939. 

Personnel. New United Methodist bishop of Mozambique, East Africa is Dr. Almeida 
Penicela, 47, Christian educator who received his theological trainin9 as a Crusade 
Scholar at the Methodist seminary in Brazil .. :Allene M. Ford, executive secretary of 
the Deaconess/ home missionary service office, National Division, UM Board of Gl ob
al Ministries, has accepted the post of director of Christian education at St. Paul's 
United Methodist Church in Houston, Texas ... Mary Jane Shahan, promotion/ utilizatio n 
director in BOGM's Education and Cultivation division, becomes associ ate director of 
the Service Center in Cincinnati. 

Southern Africa. A black South African Methodist minister has expressed skepticism 
about Secretary of State Kissinger's meetings with South African Prime Minister 
Vorster in an effort to bring about black majority rule in .southern Africa. "It is 
puzzling to me how two whites could meet in a holiday resort and come up with sacri
ficial changes," writes the Rev. Ernest N. Baartman, general secretary of the Chris
tian Education and Youth Department of the Methodist Church of South Africa, in a 
letter to the Africa office of BOGM's World Division. Mr. Baartman said the rebel
lions in the black townships of South African cities "manifested the anger and 
frustration but also the hope of black people . . . Nobody in his right mind wants to 
see buildings going up in flames. Nevertheless human dignity, human freedom is 
greater than property." He foresees a long period of unrest on the part of blacks 
and violence on the part of the South African police .... Expectation that southern 
Africa's fighting will escalate rather than find peaceful solut ion was a recurring 
theme at a conference in Washington, D.C. in September co-sponsored by the UM Women ' s 
division and the Fund for New Priorities in America. Congressional aides and re
ligious leaders attending the conference heard representatives of liberation move
ments criticize U.S. policy in southern Africa .... Reports from United Methodist 
missionaries and Methodist leaders in southern Africa indicate church workers con
tinue to teach, witness and provide health care to African blacks and Rhodesians in 
border villages, despite imprisonment of Christian ministers and other church work
ers in both countries. 

Dominican Republic. "My impression is that the Dominican Republic is only a shade 
better off than Haiti and that Haiti is about the poorest place in the world, " re
ports Cathy Lashford, vice-president of the United Methodist Committee on Relief and 
a member of the Wyoming Conference task force on hunger contingent that recently 
spent five days in the D.R. The conference will supply $40,000 for well-drilling 



and irrigation in the Carribean natio n, where Church World Service is at work .... At 
a hearing in September in New Yo rk City sponsored by the Interfa i th Center on Cor
porate Res po nsi bility, a Dominican labor leader and a Pentecostal minister accused 
Gulf & We st ern Industri es of uni on-busting and paying substandard wages at its 
sugar-producing operation in t he D.R. and of interfering in the Dominican government. 
G & W, reputed to be the l argest employer and landowner in the D.R., discounted the 
charges and dec lined t o test ify at the inquiry, a follow-up to a National Council of 
Churches st ockholder resolut ion seeking detailed information on G & W operations in 
the D.R. 

Per so ns i n Mi ssion . For the first time more than 10 percent of the approved candi
dates fo r mi ssio nary service are ethn ic minorities, reflecting "the times and the 
attenti on of the church," accordi ng to the Rev . Avery Manchester, staffer with the 
UM Off ice of Mi ss ionary Personnel . The figure applies to candidates for both over
seas and U.S. posit ions and does not include the National Division's community de
veloper s, almost all of whom are ethnic minorities. Two blacks are among five per
so ns newly assigned or reassigned to the ecumenical Ministry to Service Personnel in 
East Asia ; one of the two blacks is a man named Douglas MacArthur, who will be min
i stering among serv ice personnel in Japan. An increasing number of agriculturalists 
are go i ng overseas as UM missionaries to Liberia, Zaire and Indonesia. Current 
miss ionary personnel needs include doctors and nurses for West Africa, theological 
professors for Africa and Asia, contract English teachers for various countries and, 
in the U.S., houseparents, church and community workers, urban church workers and 
US -2' s 

Japanese Women . Christian schools helped begin the women's liberation movement in 
Japan almost a century ago, but the movement has a long way to go, notes Jane Harvey, 
UM mi ssionary who has done extensive research on the role of women in Japan. In 
l arge companies Japanese "office ladies" earn less than half the salaries of male 
counterparts and are given little challenging work, she reports. "It's their re
sponsibility to serve tea and in general make conditions pleasant for men. " One of 
her most discouraging findings was that in the large multinational corporation where 
she worked for a while, "80 percent of the men and 95 percent of the women felt men 
are innately super ior to women ." 

Diakonia. Commitment to spirituality and service brought together for the first 
t ime ever members of the Wo r ld Federation of Deaconess Associations (Diakonia), the 
International Center for the Diaconate (Roman Catholic), and the Protestant European 
Co nference of Deacons during the summer in L'Arbresle, France . Betsy Ewing, associ
at e general secretary of BOGM, is president of Diakonia . 

Disasters . Forty-five persons from the eastern U.S. took part in United Methodism's 
f irst training program for annual conference disaster response teams, learning how to 
hel p when hurricanes and floods occur and mines explode. The program, held in Wash
i ngton D.C. in September, was sponsored by BOGM's National and UMCOR divisions and 
emphas i zed the special resources churches can offer at times of disaster . A second 
t raining program is scheduled for Nov . 16-19 at Colorado Springs for the western U.S. 
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EDITORIALSbJ 

The Bishops' Political 
Blunder 

If a demonstration was needed as to 
how the church should not operate in 
the political arena, the recent perform
ance of the U.S. Catholic Bishops in 
connection with the presidential can
didates' position on abortion would be 
almost a textbook case. 

The question of abortion is an enor
mously delicate and complex one, on 
which theologians and ethicists disagree 
and on which there are great differences 
between and within religious bodies. 

In such a situation, it is certainly the 
obligation of religious leaders to raise 
moral issues and to attempt to persuade 
others to their position. No one is asking 
either the Catholic Bishops or those who 
support abortion rights to fall silent on 
this important, if vexed, issue. 

What would seem almost elementary 
prudence in such a situation, however, 
is avoiding the use of political pressure 
to obtain legalistic and coercive support 
for a position which it does not have in 
public opinion. One would have thought 
that the Catholic bishops, remembering 
how Protestants fell into this trap with 
the Prohibition amendment, would have 
learned their lesson from history. 

Apparently not. Meeting first with 
Carter and then with Ford, they concen
trated so heavily upon the question of 
a constitutional amendment forbidding 
abortion as to obscure generations of 
wise Catholic teaching on social issues 
and to stir up old stereotypes of Cath
olic authoritarianism. 

The candidates did not react well. 
To begin with, both candidates had very 
similar positions of being personally 
against abortion but opposed to a con
stitutional amendment banning it. The 
prospect of all those Catholic votes 
proved almost irresistible and they be
gan doing all manners of improvisations 
around this theme. The Republican 
hunger for those previously Democratic 
votes was intense enough that President 
Ford was able to emerge with what 
looked suspiciously like the blessing of 

the U.S. Catholic hierarchy. 
By this time, the public uproar was 

severe enough (not least among Cath
olics ) that the Bishops were forced to 
back down. Welcome as this develop
ment is, the ingenuous "who, me?" tone 
of their statement makes one wonder 
how much the Bishops have learned 
from the incident. 

Indeed, the whole episode remains 
mysterious. How could a supposedly 
sophisticated group of leaders get them
selves into such an untenable and rash 
position? The easy explanations are 
either idiocy or knavery. 

Probably either explanation is too 
simple. What is more likely is another 
sad example of how commitment to a 
noble cause can be used to blind persons 
to the danger of their methods. Abortion 
is an important issue; it is not one 
that can be solved or even very profit
ably discussed in the slogans of a na
tional election. Unfortunately, the Bish
ops' ham-handed attempt to ignore that 
fact has served only to harden positions, 
inflame suspicion, muddy debate, and 
undermine their own credibility. This 
should be an object lesson to us all 
when we are tempted (as we constantly 
are) to confuse ends and means. 

FOOTN OTE TO THE ABOVE 
An example of the bad kind of public 

policy that results from meat-axe approaches 
to delicate issues is the recent decision of 
Congress to forbid Medicaid payment for 
abortions . There are exceptions to this ban, 
but they are so ambiguously worded that the 
law itself will be a nightmare to administer. 
Even worse, this provision sets up two-cate
gory medicine in which medical procedures, 
perfectly legal in themselves, are denied to 
the poor. As Senator James Buckley ( R-N.Y. ) 
said in defending the ban, "There are lots of 
things that the rich can afford that the poor 
cannot." Such is the great moral wisdom of 
our leaders when faced with an explosive 
political issue. 

Repression and Murder 
The controversy over the "right-to-life" 

in the United States, important as it is, 
must have a somewhat abstract quality 

to many people in repressive societies, 
such as Argentina where 600 people 
have been killed in political violence 
this year. Included in this number were 
Catholic priests, and several others, in
cluding the Papal Nuncio, have been 
warned that they are on a "death list." 
The daughter of a Mennonite missionary 
has been kidnapped and Je,vish syna
gogues in Buenos Aires bombed. 

The ecumenical nature of this vio
lence at least prevents the civil war as
pects of the conflict in Argentina from 
assuming the "religious" facade of 
Northern Ireland and Lebanon but the 
fate of those bloody countries must oc
cur to Argentines as the tide of murder 
and repre sion rises in their land. It has 
become a ten ible truism in our time 
that when political injustices are allowed 
to fester and the conflict of ideas is sup
pressed, the final outbreak of violence 
that results easily becomes an orgy of 
killing. As Jose Miguez Bonino, the 
Argentine theologian who is a president 
of the· World Council of Churches, has 
commented, " o human conflict should 
exceed the ethical limits of respect for 
human beings; there mu t be respect 
for the right to a fair trial, humane con
ditions for prisoners and security for 
people in the context of conflict." Un
fortunately, those who try to make these 
points in a repressive situation are 
t 1emselves usually among the first vic
tims. Witness Roman Catholic Bishop 
Donal Lamont, on trial in Rhodesia for 
his opposition to the regin1e of Ian 
Smith. Witness Orlando Letelier, former 
Chilean foreign mini ter, murdered in 
Washington, D .C., very probably for ex
posing the practices of the current Chil
ean r gime. ( At this writing, his death 
is under inve tigation.) 

These killings may seem so alien to 
our lives that we can only hudder in 
revulsion and thank God for our own 
safety. But let us never forget that our 
government helps to keep many of the e 
regimes in power. We help make part of 
that repression pos ible. "For the wicked 
to flourish, it is only nece ary for the 
good to keep silent." 
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The material in this issue is designed to be 
used with the mission study, "People and 

Systems". That study includes China, Cuba 
and Tanzania as well as the United States 

of America. Because of space limitations, and 
with a bow to the bicentennial celebration, 

we have concentrated on the U.S.A. Included 
are overall articles on the five topics- ' 

education, health care, religion, women and 
work- included in the study. Other articles, 
such as those on churches in New York City's 

South Bronx, flexible retirement and Schools 
of Mission, also relate to the study. 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATIONS 

The cover picture and all those accompanying 
the articles on People and Systems- USA 

are photographs of works of folk art 
recently shown in the Folk Sculpture USA 

exhibit at the Brooklyn Museum and the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art 

and are reproduced by permission 
of the Brooklyn Museum. 

Folk sculpture is a very apt accompaniment 
for the articles on people and systems. 

Frequently appreciated because it is thought 
pretty, or quaint or idealized, these pieces are 

often powerful, visceral expressions. While 
it is commonly believed that the production 

of folk art ended with the Industrial 
Revolution- it in fact is produced in greater 

abundance today than ever before. 
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Edward B. Fiske 



fter more than a decade in 
which much of its attention 
was focused on structura l 

changes and socia l issues, American 
education has to a large extent 
turned inward . The most controver
sia l issue of the moment is the wide
spread concern that the quality of 
American schools has eroded and 
that children are being graduated 
from secondary schoo ls without 
sufficient grasp of the "3R's"-read
ing, 'riting and ' rithmatic. Watergate 
and other factors have also pro
duced a growing conce rn with the 
values inherent in our schools. One 
beneficiary of this has been re
ligiously-sponsored institutions, 
which have been enjoying a re
surgence at both the elementary
secondary and co ll ege level. 

The structura l and social reforms 
of the 1960's and early 1970's pro
duced mixed results . On the one 
hand, there were some areas of ma
jor gains. Black Americans, for in
sta nce, gained access to leve ls of 
education that had previously been 
limited to a tiny handful. In 1965, 
according to figures from the Cen
sus Bureau, blacks constituted only 
5 per cent of all co llege students. 
By 1975 this percentage had dou
bled to 10 per cent. To look at it 
another way: in 1965, only 10.3 per 
cent of blacks between the ages of 
18 and 24 were enrol led in college 
as compared to 25.5 per cent of 
whites . Last year (1975) the percen
tage of blacks had doubled to 20.7 
per cent, while the percentage of 
whites in col lege had gone up only 
slightly to 26.9 per cent. "These so
cially significant trends reflect tre
mendous credit on the efforts of the 
civil rights movement, as wel l as the 

Edward 8. Fiske is education editor of 
The New York Times and formerly 
served as religion editor on that news
paper. 

wisdom of governmental policies to 
expand the number of places in pub
li c co lleges," said Diane Ravitch, an 
educa ti onal histo ri an at the Teach
ers College of Columbia University 
in New York City. "But perhaps 
what is most important, the gains of 
the last ten years are due to the de
termination of ambitious black stu
dents to invest in their future and 
the w illingness of their families to 
sta nd behind them even during a 
period of economic recess ion ." 

Failure of Reforms 

While there have been major 
gains in access to educational op
portunities, however, other objec
tives of the last decade met with 
considerably less success. The inte
gration of schools, for example, re
mains a controversial-and some
times violent- issue. Much-heralded 
efforts to overcome the handicaps 
of poverty in the pre-school years 
have had only limited success. Ef
forts to restructure schools so that 
parents and other members of the 
community would have influence 
in their running have on the whole 
failed. The reforms demanded by 
the student revolutionaries of the 
1960's have become little more than 
memories as a new generation of 
college students came to be more 
concerned with getting high grades 
and a ticket to graduate school than 
with changing the world. In short, 
in education-as in most other areas 
of American life-the momentum of 
reform has run out, and we have 
entered a period of consolidation 
and a desire to recover the best 
traditions of the past. 

The most obvious sign of this new 
mood is the concern with academic 
quality. One report after another has 
indicated that American students 
have a shaky mastery at best of the 
basic skills of reading, writing and 

ca lcu lating. Last fa ll (1975) , for in
stance, the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress, a Federally
financed project of the Education 
Commission of the States in Denver, 
Colorado, issued a report on the 
writing of 13- and 17-year old stu
dents who had been asked to com
pose short essays. 

Th e study found that the nine
year olds were performing slight ly 
better than their counterparts of 
four years ago and that the mechani
cal aspects of writing-spelling, 
punctuation and so forth-were 
"being handled adequately by the 
vast majority of students." On the 
other hand, the study found that 
there had been an "over-a ll decline 
in the quality of essays" written by 
the 17-year-olds. This was attributed 
primarily to "increases in awkward
ness, run-on sentences and incoher
ent paragraphs." 

By far the most controversial in
dication of declining academic 
quality, however, has been the Scho
las tic Aptitude Tests that are ad
ministered to co llege-bound juniors 
and seniors by the College Entrance 
Examination Board. There are two 
such tests, verbal and mathematics, 
and they are scored on a scale of 
200 to 800. 

Beginning in 1963, there has been 
a steady decline in the average 
S.A.T. scores of American high 
school graduates. The verbal scores 
have dropped from an average of 
478 in 1963 to 434 in 1975. The 
mathematical averages have plum
meted from 502 in 1963 to 474 last 
year. A simi lar pattern has been re
ported by the American College 
Testing Program, a similar set of 
tests used primarily in the South and 
the West. Composite scores on 
these tests have fallen in the last 
decade from 20.0 to 18.7 on a scale 
of 1 to 36. 
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Why Johnny Lags 

The reasons fo r these decl ines is 
probab ly the most pass ionately de
bated-and least understood- topi c 
in American education today, if o nly 
because it is one in whi ch virtually 
every parent of a coll ege-bound 
high school student has a direct in
terest (and probably a sharp 
opinion). 

Various theories have been put 
forward, each of which has plausi
bility and could explain part o f th e 
phenomenon, but each of which 
also has some problem associated 
with it. The first mentioned is usual
ly the " kill the messenger who 
brings the bad news" theory. That 
is, blame the tests themselves for 
the lower averages. College Board 
officials, however, say that, if any
thing, the tests are easier than be
fore, and they add that in cases 
where present-day students have 
been given sections of old tests they 
have not done as well as the original 
takers. 

Another theory concerns televi
sion . Many educators say that tele
vision-watching has undermined the 
basic educational skills, such as read
ing, of today's students. "Youngsters 
are spending more time in front of 
a cathode tube than in school," said 
Owen B. Kernan, executive secre
tary of the National Association of 
Secondary School Principals. "A 
youngster has no opportunity to 
write." Other variations on the 
"boob tube" theory are that stu
dents now lea rn in d ifferent ways 
than they used to-by images, say, 
rather than the printed word-or 
that their means of expression are 
now different. Thus, the argument 
goes, the tests ought to be changed 
accordingly. In interpreting its re
port on writing ability, the National 
Assessment suggested that there has 
b II 

een a movement away from the 
established writing conventions and 
toward some of the techniques used 

by newspapers, TV and the adver
ti sing field ." The problem with the 
tube theory, at least in its pure 
form , is the length of the period 
of decline. Do today's students 
watch that much more television 
than their counterparts of 12 years 
ago ? 

One theory that probably explains 
at least part of the decline is the 
" changing pool " idea. As the United 
States has come closer and closer 
to the ideal of universal opportunity 
for higher education, more and 
more students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds are aspiring to a col
lege degree and are taking the tests . 
Since academic performance and 
socio-economic background tend to 
be statistically related, this new 
group of students is certain to pull 
down the averages. The same is true 
of women. In the past only aca
demically superior women tended 
to go on to college. Now, as new 
educational and career opportuni
ties open up, thousands of women 
who never would have thought of 
continuing their education are go
ing on to college. This also has the 
effect of pulling down averages. 
While the presence of both of these 
new groups of students may explain 
the increase in the number of low 
scores, however, this theory does 
not explain the other half of the 
trend : the decrease in the absolute 
number of high scores. So some
thing else must also be at work. 

The final explanation of this 
" something else" is the schools 
themselves. Many persons argue 
that the explanation is simple : 
American schools have dropped 
their standards and are failing to 
teach the basic skills. This is a fre
quently-heard complaint of college 
professors who deal with freshmen 
right out of high school. The prob
lem here, however, is that at least 
in the case of the College Boards, 
the verbal scores have been falling 
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faster than the math scores. Since 
most people learn virtually all of 
their math but only part of their 
reading and writing in school , one 
would think that the reverse would 
be true if the major factor were 
something · of an in-school sort. 

Remedial Programs 

One obvious conclusion, of 
course, is that the steady decline in 
test scores is not the result of any 
single factor but a combination, and 
this would seem likely. Whatever 
the reasons, though, educators are 
taking numerous steps to compen
sate. Many colleges, including high
ly selective ones, have either initi
ated remedial programs in basic 
skills or are in the process of start
ing them up. At Ohio State Univer
sity, for example, placement tests for 
freshmen showed last year that 26 
percent had not mastered high 
school mathematics and that 30 
percent could not write at an ac
ceptable college level. As a result, 
after considerable internal debate, 
both the English and mathematics 
departments have prepared remedi
al courses. Professors at Johns Hop
kins University in Baltimore have 
complained of "horrendous" writ
ing, even at the level of doctoral 
dissertations, and are considering 
the imposition of a compulsory 
composition course for those who 
cannot pass a placement test. 

The other major approach is to 
try to solve the problem before the 
college level. The last year has seen 
a major trend at both the district 
and the state level to develop "mini
mal competency" standards for 
graduation .. In the past, diplomas 
have been awarded on the assump
tion that if a student completed the 
prescribed high school courses, then 
he or she knew enough to graduate. 
Several states, including Arizona 
and Oregon, are now in the process 
of requiring that students also pass 
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a competency test in basic areas 
such as reading, mathematics, 
science and social studies to show 
that- in addition to spending time 
in school-they possess a certain 
level of knowledge. California has 
come up with its own variation on 
these efforts to restore substance to 
the high school diploma. They of
fer high school students who have 
reached the age of 16 the chance to 
drop out of school early if they can 
pass a new test. Officials say that 
this can work to the advantage of 
at least two types of students. Those 
who are bored with school and rest
less to get on with their college 
education now have a legal way to 
get out of high school early. Like
wise, those who are fed up with 
school entirely have an incentive to 
learn and can enter the job market 
with a piece of paper showing that 
they possess a certain level of skills. 

Concern With Values 

In addition to the anxiety over de
clining standards, there is another 
important sign of inward turning in 
American education : a concern 
with values. What kind of values
both personal and social-are being 
fostered by our schools? 

There is, of course, nothing new 
per se in the idea that schools pro
mote values of one kind or an
other. American education began 
under religious auspices, and uni
versal education developed with the 
understanding that it would foster 
the secular value of citizenship. In 
recent years, however, this concern 
has become more explicit for sev
eral reasons. 

The most frequent explanation is 
that there has been a general disil
lusionment with the condition of 
American society. " People think that 
society is going to hell ," said Fred 
M . Neumann, who is working on de
veloping a curriculum for "citizen-



ship training" at the University of 
Wisconsin . "They have the feeling 
that if we just get our values 
straight, it will solve our social prob
lems." And of course, as so often 
happens in the United States, peo
ple assume that the schools are the 
logical places to do the job. 

Another factor would seem to be 
a reaction against the " relativism" 
that has characterized so much of 
the intellectual thought of the post
World War II era. Still another are 
indications that schools are being 
asked to move into a "vacuum" left 
by the declining authority of par
ents, churches and other traditional 
sources of moral guidance. "Before, 
students could accept values from 
authority figures," said Mrs. Jean 
Gill, a librarian at the Gould Avenue 
School in North Caldwell, N.J. who 
teaches courses in values. " This is 
no longer enough." In the last two 
years, of course, the Watergate scan
dals served as a spur to the values 
education movement in schools. 
The shock of gross amorality on the 
part of the highest level of govern
ment officials caused many Ameri
cans to wonder what sort of educa
tional system the country had. 

Implementation of the new con
cern for the teaching of values takes 
many forms. Lawrence Kohlberg, a 
psychologist at Harvard University, 
has built on the developmental the
ories of Jean Piaget, the great Swiss 
psychologist, and asserted that peo
ple pass through definable " stages 
of moral reasoning." He says that, 
through exposure to persons rea
soning at a superior level , students 
can move up in their own type of 
thinking, and he has suggested a 
number of "moral dilemmas" for 
use by teachers. Elementary school 
children, for example, might be 
shown a filmstrip about a little girl 
who is told by her father that she 
should not climb trees because she 

*******"The gains of the last ten years *** are due to the determination of ambitious ** black students to invest in their future . ... " 

could hurt herself but who then 
comes upon an even smaller child 
whose cat is up a tree. Should she 
disobey her father in order to help 
the younger child? Teachers say 
that, through guided discussions, 
even elementary school students can 
be helped to move from lower 
levels of moral reasoning ("Don 't 
disobey your father because he' ll 
spank you") to more sophisticated 
ones ("Your father would probably 
want you to be kind to others"). 

The trend toward values educa
tion-or "values clarification " as it 
is sometimes known-takes many 
forms, most of them aimed at hav
ing students develop their own re
sponses rather than simply take 
them from teachers. Textbook pub
lishers have moved quickly into the 
field , and a variety of resources are 
now available ranging from sections 
of textbooks to segments of feature 
motion pictures dealing with moral 
issues. Ewald B. Nyqu ·st, the New 
York State Commissioner of Educa
tion, summed up the objectives suc
cinctly. " We've been through a long 
period of affluence and materialism, 
of campus unrest and a low level of 
public morality," he said . " In this 
context, it' s important to teach kid s 
how to choose between competing 
values and living with the conse
quences of their choice. I make 
this a priority in every appearance 
I make." 

lated coll ege was a contrad ict ion in 
term s) such inst itu t ions are now 
abandoning their defensiveness 
about their reli gious traditions. 

The trend is apparent in curri c
ulums, whi ch are beginning to in
clude more courses on va lues in 
general and reli gious ones in pa rt ic
ular, and in the appeals that church
related institu tions are maki ng to 
students. M uskingum Co llege, a 
Presbyterian inst itution in Ohio, fo r 
example, has developed a pre-medi
cal course that not only seeks to 
help students get into medica l 
school but helps them decid e w hy 
they should go and what they should 
do as doctors when they get out. 
St. Olaf's College, a Lu theran schoo l 
in Minnesota, has fo rma lly re
affirmed its commitment to re l igious 
traditions after several decades in 
whi ch it sought to broaden its ap
peal beyond committed Luthe rans. 

Such schools have practica l rea
sons for th ese steps. As the number 
of high schoo l graduates declines in 
the coming yea rs fo r demographic 
rea ·ons, pr ivate coll eges of all kinds 
w ill have to establish clear-cut iden
tities fo r them selves if they are to 
compete effectively for students. If 
a college has a religious t radition, 
then thi s is probably where its iden
tity must o ri ginate. Beyond that, 
however, the effects of W atergate 
and the general moral angst in 

Role of Church Colleges Ameri can society has crea ted a de-

Most of the explicit concern with mand among at least a significant 
values education takes place on the minority of co llege students for an 
elementary and secondary schoo l edu ca ti on that links knowledge and 
level , but it is al so apparent in an- va lues. As the Rev. Paul C. Rei nert, 
other somewhat surprising quarter : chancello r o f Jesuit-founded St. 
church- related coll eges. After a long Louis Un iversity, put it recently, 
period in which church colleges " Religiously ori ented insti tutions are 
went to great length s to stress their discoverin g that in their desire to 
commitment to secular " academic" become academica lly competitive 
principles (George Bernard Shaw they have de-emphasized one of 
once remarked that a church- re- their most impo rtant assets." • 
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The secularization of American 
medicine may prove to be its 
salvation, according to some 

contemporary medical prophets. A 
radical health movement is develop
ing which seeks to return to the 
people a number of the preroga
tives, powers and privileges which 
have been coveted and controlled 
in recent decades by the medical 
profession . Though this radical 
movement is now confined to a 
small group of revolutionary think
ers and a growing number of 
younger health care professionals, it 
cannot be ignored. No doubt, resis
tance to this development can be 
expected from traditionalists within 
the medical profession who have 
been schooled in the manner of the 
priestly functions of the physician 
and in the purchase and sale of 
health care as a commodity rather 
than a right. In many instances the 
critics of the traditional health care 
approach are guilty of rhetorical 
overkill , and of being longer on 
diagnosis than cure. More important 
than this, however, they are intro
ducing basic issues of love and jus
tice which Christians cannot ignore. 

Today most public controversy in 
the area of health care-people and 
systems-focuses on delivery of ser
vices. Equally important are two 
other crucial and related matters : 
(1) the American medical " priest
hood," which some see to be in 
conflict with the first steps toward 
realizing a universal right to par
ticipatory health care assuring a de
cent minimum of high quality medi
ca l services ; and (2) the necessity to 
demythologize the practice of med-

Cathie Lyons writes widely on questions 
of bio-medical ethics . She is assistant 
gene ral secretary for planning and ad
ministration, Health and Welfare Min
istries Division, BOGM. 



1crne, which some physicians per
ceive as a threat to the medi ca l pro
fession 's independence of action. 

The Health Care System 

The entity commonly referred to 
as a health care system, and on 
which we have spent 8.3 percent or 
130 billion dollars of the gross na
tional product in 1976 as compared 
to 10 billion dollars in 1950, has 
enjoyed a relatively recent birth and 
rise in stature. Dr. Lewis Thomas, 
president of the Memorial Sloan
Kettering Institute, states that 200 
years ago the doctor " purged, and 
he tapped and he prayed a bit. 
There was no science to back up 
therapy." In his recent book, Medi
cal Nemesis, Ivan Illich further sup
ports this questioning of scientific 
claim when he declares : nearly 90 
percent of the total decline of mor
tality between 1860 and 1965 had 
occurred before the introduction of 
antibiotics and widespread use of 
immunization, due in part to im
proved housing, decreases iri the 
virulence of micro-organisms, and 
higher host resistance owing to bet
ter nutrition . Illi ch, Thomas and, 
perhaps most notably, Pulitzer Prize 
winner Rene Dubos have stressed 
the necessary interrelationship be
tween improved standards of li ving 
and public health measures in 
bringing about an increase in the 
overall physical health of persons. 
Through these writers we are c1u
tioned that neither medical science, 
medical care nor the physician have 
done this alone. Improved health 
levels have been dependent on in
teracting forces including politi cal 
decisions, socio-economic facto rs 
and health care services. This is not 
to say, however, that there have 
been no major advances w ithin the 
science and practi ce of medi cine it
self. These advances are obvious pri -

maril y in the catego ries of disease 
diagnosis and classification , treat
ment, technological development, 
medical organization and bureaucra
ti zation, and disease prevention. 

Alleviating Suffering 

Histori cally the purpose of medi
cal care and the limited skills of the 
physician were oriented to the al
leviation of suffering. As late as the 
eighteen hundreds, this often meant 
making persons as comfortable as 
possible and being in company with 
them in the face of diseases and ill
nesses for which both the causes and 
treatments were mysteries. Today 
this work of alleviating d iscomfort 
and misery continues along with 
complementary attempts to prevent 
infirmity. The most common ex
amples of this include testing for 
tuberculosis, prenatal counseling, 
immunization and periodic physical 
examinations. For some this change 
in thrust from the mere alleviation 
of suffering to attempts at disease 
prevention are startlingly slight and 
slow when contrasted with the 
growing status of the physician in 
society. 

The Medical Priesthood 

In this second half of the 20th 
century the role played by the phy
sician in Western culture carries 
with it an assumption and demon-

dead." Moody, a minister in New 
York, brings a necessary and hea lthy 
qualifi ca ti on to this important state
ment in his reminder that, "Most of 
us are happy to have the doctor 
make the decisions about our 
health . The ido liza tion of the doc
tor in no small measure reflects the 
abdi ca tion of ind ividual responsi
bility and a delusory trust in both 
the sa lvati on o f science and the dic
tum that med icine always produces 
better hea lth ." 

The new criti cs of med icine pro
vide an ex tensive list of the powers 
and auth oriti es res ident in the medi
cal pri es thood to w hich persons 
have been w illing to surrender per
sonal responsibiliW and initiative in 
order to be made well . Among these 
they include: (1) a monopoly ove r 
the right to define hea lt .. and d is
ease and to trea t illness ; (2) de lega
tion of the sick-role to persons 
throu gh whi ch they are exempted 
from some or all o f th eir normal 
social responsib ilities and by wh ich 
th ey are charged to cooperate with 
the physician and all prescriptions 
and suggestions toward the end of 
getting well ; (3) con trol over the 
tools of medicine ; and (4) authority 
over techn ica l language regarding 
both knowledge and treatment of 
the human body. 

Defining Health 

stration of power which some con- It is in the areas o f definin g hea l th 
tend surpasses the control or deci- and disease and in trea tin g illness 
sion-making authority granted to or that mos t o f us have become awa re 
yielded by any other profession. On of th e wo rk o f phys icians. Most 
this matter, Howard Moody says, famili es have had at least one en-
" Those who protest the 'medical counter with a doctor or a heal th 
priesthood' are not questioning the care instituti on in w hich a member 
expertise of the physician to diag- w as diagnosed as in good hea l th or 
nose and treat certain diseases. in a state of illness and in need of 
Rather they are challenging the medi ca l services. W hat is not so 
claims that medical intervention obvious to many, howeve r, is the 
necessarily qualifies them to define fin e but impo rtant distinction be-
what is normal, deviant, living or tween the <1_t of making a diagn sis 
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"The expansion of the boundaries of** 
medical care to cover a growing*** 

number of maladies in social life ... ** 
has become a concern." **** 

of health or illness and that of de
fining a condition as one of health 
or disease. 

To be at all accurate in making 
diagnosis, the physician must de
pend on observable scientific data. 
The task of defining health and ill
ness or disease, on the other hand, 
depends to a large extent on moral 
judgment and considerations about 
societal norms. Eliot Freidson in his 
book, Profession of Medicine, re
minds us that, quite unlike neutral 
scientific concepts such as " virus" 
or " molecule," the concept of ill
ness is inherently " evaluational." 
Medicine, he declares, is a moral 
enterprise. More and more, percep
tive writers in the radical health 
movement are becoming concerned 
with the growing number of condi
tions which are being put under dis
ease categories . This concern is well 

process in the name of health than 
in the name of justice. " He sums up 
his feelings with the< words: " I'm 
frightened at the prospect of a so
ciety where health is all-inclusive 
(mental , physical and spiritual) , its 
guarantors professionals with arbi
trary power, and our social lives po
larized between 'helpless' and 
'helpers,' 'keepers' and the 'kept' ." 
This expansion of the boundaries of 
medical care to cover a growing 
number of maladies in social life 
(from a desire for elective cosmetic 
procedures such as silicone injec
tions, to counseling marital prob
lems, to abortion as a therapy for 
unwanted or inconvenient pregnan
cies) has become a concern of noted 
laypersons and professionals alike. 

Assigning Patients to the "Sick 
Role" 

grounded in that al l too often the Ivan lllich adds to this a related 
disease mechanism (if it exists) of concern regarding the subtle but 
these conditions is not understood potential dangers caused by the ex-
or discernible. The matter becomes isting illness-oriented practice of 
more pointed and raises questions medicine. In his work, Medical Ne-
of human justice when one asks : mesis, he sees an interesting con-
" What and where is the line be- nection between the role the 
tween disease (physiological and physician plays in defining and diag-
biochemical in nature) and devi- nosing a growing number of types 
ancy (in terms of that which has of illnesses and the role performed 
been labeled socially unacceptable in assigning patients to the sick role. 
behavior)?" Dr. Thomas, author of In each of these tasks labeling of 
the popular book, Life of A Cell, has persons occurs by which they may 
stated : " There is a tendency these experience some form of stigmatiza-
days to 'medicalize' a great many tion in society. Illich suggests, some-
social problems which are really be- what tongue in cheek, that when 
yond the scope of medicine." And " a veterinarian diagnoses a cow's 
in a similar vein, Moody writes : distemper it doesn't usually affect 
" For over the last few decades we the patient's behavior. When a doc-
have been in the process of extend- tor diagnoses a human being, it 
ing the boundaries of ' health.' Al- does." He sees the physician acting 
coholism used to be a sin, now it's primarily as an actuary whose diag-
a sickness; drug-taking used to be nosis can defame patients and some-
a crime, now it is a 'disease.' More times their children for life. " The 
and more ... medicine wields tre- objective condition may have long 
mendous unchecked power. People sinc.e disappeared, but the ... label 
can be institutionalized for longer sticks. Like ex-convicts, former men-
periods of time and with less due tal patients, former alcoholics, car-
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riers of sickle-cell trait, people after 
their first heart attack-are trans
formed into outsiders for the rest 
of their lives." Diagnosis of disease, 
in lllich's thinking, causes other un
seemly but significant side effects, 
in that it "always intensifies stress, 
defines incapacity, imposes inactiv
ity, and focuses apprehension on 
nonrecovery, on uncertainty, and on 
one's dependence upon future med
ical findings, all of which amounts 
to a loss of autonomy for self-defi
nition. It also isolates a person in 
a social role, separates him from 
the normal and the healthy, and re
quires submission to the authority 
of specialized personnel." Illich ob
serves this submission to the author
ity of specialized personnel to be 
rampant in medical care. He em~ 
phasizes the extent of this by use 
of the phrase, the medicalization of 
life, in which the tools of medical 
care are under the tight control of 
physicians. 

More and More Medical Care? 

Responding to those who believe 
that what is needed in order to al
leviate our health care crisis is more 
and more medical care for more and 
more people, Illich presents the 
thesis that Americans and their 
health care system actually are suf
fering from the medicalization of 
life. We have been taught from 
womb to tomb that there is need 
for medical supervision over every 
stage of growth. He warns that we 
have been brought into a paralyzing 
dependence on medical care, de
pendent on physicians for the pro
vision of services and remedies 
previously provided quite adequate
ly and effectively by our grand
mothers. 

For Illich and others, the control 
the physician has over the tools of 
medical care, as well as the profes
sion's control over medical Ian-



guage regarding both knowl dge 
and treatm nt of the human body, 
contribute to an xpropriation of 
h alth. In essence, the practice of 
medicine with its rituals, sp cia l 
language and power to ad mini ster 
release from pain and for stal l 
death have taken from th people 
what rightfully b longs to them : 
ad qua t knowledge and means by 
which , in most instances, they cou ld 
take car of themselves. Illi ch fur
ther suggests that contempora ry 
health are has taken from us the 
ability to deal meaninglully and 
creative ly w ith pain and suffe rin g. 
Contemporary medical practice has 
objectified th ese as things to be at
tacked, entiti es to be overcome. In 
so doing it has removed something 
basically human and finite from life. 
Illi ch writes: " Medicalization con
stitutes a prolific bureaucratic pro
gram ba ed on the denial of each 
man's need to dea l with pain , 
sickness and death. The modern 

med ica l enterprise represents 
an endeavor to do for peop le 

what their genetic and 
cu ltural heritage 

form-

erly equipped them to do for them
selves." He argues that the doctor's 
first orientation is trea tment, not 
h aling, and that the physician is 
gea red, not to recognize the ques
tion marks that pain rai ses in the 
suffe rer, but to degrade th ese pa ins 
into a li st of compla ints that can be 
co ll cted in a dossie r. 

Illi ch, in his crit ica l discussion of 
our contemporary medica l sys tem, 
strikes a deep ly human chord in the 
importance he places on the neces
sity of returning to individua ls the 
means for se lf help and se l f care. 
This includes the hope that persons 
wi ll regai n the abi l ity to deal with 
the rea lit ies of pai n, suffering and 
dea th as we were once able to do 
in traditiona l culture. 

Demythologizing the Practice of 
Medicine 

The concerns which have been 
articulated by Illi ch are fundamen
tal to the present radica l hea lth 
movement and are 
in concert with 
the goal of rea l
izing a universa l 

Death Cart (19th Century), 
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right to participatory health care in 
which a decent minimum of hi gh 
quality medical services is assured. 

It is obvious to many within and 
outside the medical profession that 
most attempts toward these ends 
require radical changes, both in 
one's perception of the roles to be 
played by physicians and layper
sons, and in one's perception of 
what power and what control over 
health care decisions and services 
are to be yie lded by whom. Here 
Moody suggests "to divest physi
cians of their divi ne attributes is not 
to put down their professiona l com 
petence; it is to put in perspective 
their mortality and the limitations of 
their curative powers." 

This demythologizing of medicine 
was introduced in 1973 by Roy 
Branson in his brilliant treatise on 
" The Secularization of American 
Medicine." From the start, Branson 
reminds us that medicine's enor
mous prestige in the recent history 
of America derives largely from ad
herence to va lues and norms cen
tral to Ameri can society. But, he 
warns, the problem for medicine to
day is that these va lues sometimes 
stand in opposition to other va lues, 
equally fundamental to American 
society. Branson makes reference to 
Talcott Parson 's insistence that all 
professions, including medicine, are 
in a stage of reformation which de
mands cooperation with and accep
tance of wider cultural values. Bran
son's article is of major importance 
for outlining some of the values in 
the forefront of the movement away 
from the medical priesthood and 
its control over medical care, and 
toward a secularization of decision
making and participation relative to 
all matters of health needs and se r-
vices. 

What Values? 

What, then, are some of these 
values? Branson writes first about 
the priority of equa lity and free
dom, qualifying them to designate 
an " extension of power beyond the 
privileged few." This means the ex
tension of power to the laity in 
which individuals are granted the 
right to participate in making those 
decisions w hi ch will or may ulti
mately affect their own lives. It is 
through this value of participation 
that Branson shares the conce rn of 
Illi ch and Moody regarding the phy
sician's power to define disease.- In 
Branson 's words: " Parti cipation in 
medicine means invading the hea rt 
of its autho rity : defining the nature 
of disease. Physic ians can li st a set 
of symptoms, but it is up· to the 
general population to decide 
whether or not the condition de
scribed by the physician is no rmal or 
abnormal, acceptable o r unaccept
ab le." Branson, of course, does not 
stop here. Rather, he ca rri es the 
meaning of equality- in terms of 
pa rticipation in medical matters
to its logica l and socio-political con
clus ion. " If equa lity means the laity 
involves itself to the point of defin
ing illness, it certa inly means laymen 
can set priorities as to which dis
eases are especia ll y abhorrent, and 
which wi ll receive less attention . Al
location of medical resou rces is the 
prerogative of the donors, not the 
functionari es receiving funds to per
form designated services." 

Changing Roles of Doctor and 
Patient 

It is obvious that even the slight
est realization of this ri ght of 
equality-demonstrated throu gh 
participation of the laity-will in-
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vo lve fundamental changes in the 
basic roles traditionally played by 
patients and physician s. Branson 
images a future in which the func
tion of the phys ician will be much 
more spec ifi c: to provide fuller infor
matio n concerning the causes and 
rehab ilitation of various physical dis
orders . And on the complementary 
side of thi s, " patients will quite 
likely rega rd themselves as fellow
citizens demanding technical infor
mation ." 

Branson is as we ll aware as any
one that the seculariza tion of Amer
ica n medici ne will result in a loss to 
physicians in terms of indepen
dence of action and authority. Yet 
the question is raised whether this 
is not part and parcel of what is 
req uired in contemporary society. 
In Branson 's belief, the profession 
of medicine can embrace the values 
of freedom and equality and in so 
doing can grant to the lay popula
tion its rightful role in determining 
the nature of disease and in estab
li shing what shall be the prioriti es 
of medicine. In like manner, he sug
gests, physicians can " respond with 
full disclosure concerning the facts 
of health and cure," thereby taking 
an initial step towa rd sharing the 
tools of health care w hich are es
sential to persons as they attempt 
to maintain and enhance their own 
hea lth. 

For the visionaries of this new 
movement, it is no longer appropri
ate or ri ght for physicians to remain 
as priests performing mysterious 
hea ling rituals. In Branson's words : 
" The only alternative is for physi
cians to lau nch themselves into a 
life where scientific knowledge gives 
no automatic advantage, where 
worth depends upon sensitivity to 
principles known to all. " • 
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he bicentennial year offers a 
particularly fitting occasion 
for looking at the place of 

religion in American life. Of course 
many things have changed since co
lonial times, but it is still possible 
to speak of traditions which are ours 
to appropriate and make more self
consciously a part of our heritage. 
These elements should make us 
humble in light of past mistakes, 
whi le at the same time they can 
give both courage and optimism as 
our nation enters upon its third 
century. 

Several circumstances have 
changed so radically in the course 
of national history that modern 
churches often have difficulty rec
ognizing their colonial beginnings. 
For one thing, Christians were a mi
nority in 1776. No more than an es
timated 8 percent to 10 percent of 
the population acknowledged mem
bership in any religious body, and 
social leaders saw little need for 
augmenting that number. Distrac
tions of politics or alternative 
philosophies such as Enlightenment 
deism provided suitable outlets for 
human energies. Two hundred years 
ago it did not seem that religious 
forces would play a major role in 
shaping the direction of cultural de
velopment after independence. 

Church-State Ties 

But while Christians formed only 
a small part of the population, vir
tually all of them, as well as the 
secular majority, were determined 
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to change another long-standing tra
dition : established churches. De
spite their minority status, reli gious 
colonists had su cceeded in trans
planting the European tradition of 
an officially supported sta te church 
- with varying degrees of workabil
ity- in 11 of the 13 ori ginal terri
to ries. Reli gious freedom, or the 
separation of church and state, was 
not a popular idea as the first im
mi grants cam e to these shores ; they 
sought rather to create social fabrics 
with integrated theological and stat
utory support systems. The specific 
orientation differed somewhat from 
Roston to Savannah , but the bas ic 
p lan was almost universal. Even 
later-arriving groups such as Meth
odists and Presbyterians came from 
traditions where it was customary 
to have their institution recognized 
as the proper one (the Churches of 
England and Scotland, respectively) , 
with others disdainfully tolerated as 
dissenters from the accepted stan
dard. 

Since the seventeenth century An
glicans and Puritans had dominated 
colonial structures; yet diverse par
ties had joined forces by 1780 to 
inaugurate a new era. Enough differ
ent groups dotted the map to make 
a national church impossible, and so 
most states extended toleration in
discriminately to every confessional 
enclave. But even then Catholics 
were denied the vote in some states 
for decades, and Massachusetts kept 
its Congregationalist Standing Order 
until the early 1830s. 

A natio nal government officially 
neutral about religion was almost 
unheard of, a departure unparal
lelled in Christendom since the 
fourth century. Tacit parity among 
denominations was an untried ex
periment, and no one knew whether 
religion faced success o r ruin in the 
future . American Christians faced 
that future with mixed feelings : anx
iety about voluntary support and 
confidence in the ultimate value of 
their message. 

Anoth er factor of national life 200 
yea rs ago was its predominantly 
agri cultural character. Trade and in 
dustry flouri shed in a handful of 
cities along the seacoast, but the 
vast majority of Amer ican citizens 
lived in rural settings and abso rbed 
their religious values therefrom . 
This fact set certain expectatio ns re
garding persona l behavior, fami ly 
li fe and commu ni ty action which en
dured long after an industrial econ
omy had concentrated people in 
cities. The Jeffersonian-Jacksonian 
ideal of a republic made up of self
sufficient yeoman farmers scarce ly 
became a working model before it 
was outmoded by technology and 
urban growth . Village churches pat
terned along simi lar ideological 
lines experienced much the sa me 
fate, although it took longer for 
clergymen to reali ze the error of 
clinging to an outdated ideal. 

A Homogeneous People 

Americans at the time of the Rev
olution were not on ly an agricu ltural 
peop le, they were also quite ho
mogeneous. Fully 90 percent of 
them were English or descended 
from those who came here from the 
British Isles . Thus w hateve r percent
age and place religion had in Amer
ican li fe, it stemmed from a WASP 
constituency which influenced its 
content, emphasis and limitations. 
This did not bode well for Irish 
Catholics or their core li gionists from 
Germany. To some extent it also 
restricted activities among Dutch, 
German and Scandinavian Protest
ants. 

But ethnic dominance had its 
most serious effect on peoples with 
darker skin . American Indi ans had 
occupied this land for thousands of 
years before the white man came, 
but as the English-speaking United 
States spread westward, natives were 
viewed as obstacles in the path of 
"civilization ." More often than not 
religious spokesmen accentuated 
this attitude and spread it farther. 
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For the Africans imported as a labor 
force and condemned to chattel 
slavery, Christianity was offered to 
some : a conso lation to present suf
fering but not an avenue to human 
dignity. As with the Indians, Negroes 
were expected to adopt all customs 
of British Christia ni ty-language and 
work ethic down to details in dress 
and mental habits. 

The easy correspondence between 
religious sanction and WASP ethnic 
dominance posed serious threats to 
any variant cultura l expression, 
whether home grown or tran sported 
from the other hemisphere. It has 
also dulled the conscience of many 
since then and caused them to ac
quiesce in a number of socio-eco
nomic injustices grou nded in dubi 
ous theories of racial superi ority. 

Rise in Church-going 

Viewing the situation of our cou n
try's origins from two centuries 
later, it is amazi ng to see how dif
ferent things are compared to the 
days of ou r forefathers. The per
centage of Christians in general 
population figures began to ri se 
dramatically and steadily after 1800. 
Current estimates of churchgoers 
range as high as 60 percent ; despite 
occasional setbacks, the total sti ll 
seems to be increasing. We have 
forgotten the days of minority status 
as easi ly as we made a virtue of re
li gious freedom. The separation of 
church and state is so universally ac
cepted as one of our values now, we 
wrongly project it back to co loni al 
beginnings, thinking that Americans 
have always operated in such a 
manner. We are no longer primarily 
an agricultural people, and though 
most of our fellow citizens speak 
English, they do not claim British 
ethnic roots. 

So much has changed , many peo
ple question whether our religious 
history has any relevance at all for 
witnessing in the modern context. 
Several aspects of American Chris
tianity have changed in both style 



and content since 
1776. But other 
fundamental char
acteristics have 
not proved so 
transitory ; they 
have endured for more than two 
centuries and show every sign of 
carrying our churches to height
ened effectiveness for an unmeas
ured time to come. 

American Adaptability 

The first of these great character
istics is adaptability. Americans have 
always shown a resilience, a prag
matism, a power to cope with unan
ticipated challenges. Religious lead
ers have not lagged behind others 
in manifesting this ability to retain 
essential tenets of their faith while 
confronting new problems in the 
experiment of republican life. Free
ly competing denominations, volun
tary societies for distributing Chris
tian literature, social reform groups 
interested in everything from aboli
tion to soup kitchens, relief agen
cies, temperance unions, peace 
demonstrations and civil rights 
marches-all of these have been in
novative American responses to 
problems in national history. And 
religion has been a motivating fac
tor behind each expression. 

Religion has been on the growing 
edge of many national develop
ments, improvising new forms of 
collective behavior, devising more 
effective means of preserving the 
good while mitigating the effects of 
sin in both private and civic forms. 
This ability to grapple with concrete 
problems and to approximate differ
ent views of the Kingdom of God 
has been of immense benefit to 
American Christianity. It has been 
tested time and again; it is likely to 
be a strong element in religious ex
pressions through the next century. 

Missionary Spirit 

A second perennial quality of 
American religion, tested and prov-

San Acacio (1890s) Coll. Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Ernst 



*********** 
"An increasing number 
of Americans have not 

only kept the faith, 
they have developed 

practical and effective 
means of communicating 

it to others." 

*********** 

en under a va ri ety of di ffe rent cir
cumsta nces, is its mi ss ionary spirit. 
In colonia l t imes thi s dedi ca tion to 
preaching, o rganizing churches and 
extending the number of converts 
was best exemplified by the Method
ist circuit rid er. But long after the 
old fro ntie r preacher dismounted 
and " located" in a single pari sh, the 
missio nary dri ve continu ed to ad
dress new problems in new con
texts. Reviva ls became so mu ch a 
part of American life, they have as
sumed a portion of the national 
ethos. Vo lunteers for servi ce as wit
nesses in fo reign lands or on the 
home front swelled to such an ex
tent du ring the past century, Ameri
can miss io nari es have outnumbered 
all other countries in this regard . 

When citi es di splaced the fron-
tier as the chi ef mi ss ion field , reli

gio us leaders 
were not slow in 
meeting that chal
lenge. People 
have understood 
the specific con-
tent of Christian
ity differently over 
the course of two 
hundred years, 
but mos t o f them 
have shared an 
underly ing desire 
to share their 
faith with others, 
even when that 
missionary im
pulse often in
volved personal 
sacrifice. So this 
spirit of outreach, 
this zeal for the 

spiritual we lfa re of others, has been 
an underlying theme in our fast
moving national history. It shows 
that an increasing number of Amer
icans have not only kept the faith , 
they have developed practical and 
effective means of communicating 
it to others. 

Leaven and Mustard Seed 

These two characteristics then, 
adaptability and missionary dedica
tion , are basic components of a liv
ing religious heritage. They provide 
innumerable examples to prove that 
all church history is an extended il
lustration of two parables : leaven 
and the mustard seed. The portion 
of leaven brought about changes in 
the entire lump of dough, showing 
that Christianity seeks to improve 
the quality of life in whatever setting 
it finds itself. And just as the tiny 
mustard seed grew to a tree of im
pressive size, so religious faith con
tinued to expand from modest be
ginnings and preach the gospel to 
all nations. 

Any assessment of religion in pres
ent-day American life must build on 
an understanding of how we 
reached our current position. This is 
probably a good beginning for study
ing our culture, but it is especially 
so in our own case because we have 
unquestionably entered a new era. 
With their twin virtues of adaptabil
ity and missionary zeal, religious 
forces in our country met almost 
every challenge after the Revolution . 
They succeeded so well that by 1850 
it was popular to speak of America 
as a uniquely Christian nation . Prot
estant churches covered the land
scape ; religious language informed 
prevailing standards of behavior 
ranging from foreign policy to Sun
day closing laws. It seemed for a 
while that God had truly chosen this 
c0untry as the place where all the 
perfectionist impulses of Protestant-
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ism would culminate. 
But modern science, urban squalor 

and tremendously increased immi 
gration sharply curtailed that vision . 
By the 1920s it dawned on some that 
the " Protestant era" was ending; by 
1950 virtually everyone admitted 
that Catholicism and Judaism are 
equa l partners in American religion. 
The easy correspondence between 
WASP ideals and contemporary 
activities is no longer a rea lity in 
our pluralistic environment. 

Questions for Today 

How then can churches be rele
vant in the modern age? Are 
secu larism, pluralism and dimin
ished respect for churches destruc
tive to religious witness? Is the 
gospel less meaningful in a techno
crat ic society than it was for agrarian 
republicans? Questions such as 
these are not suggested as a timid 
ca ll for retrenchment. They are 
asked rather as a means of clarifying 
how we might draw strength from 
our heritage and embody a living 
witness to the gospel under present 
circumstances. Our overconfidence 
and comfortab le iso lation are gone; 
ou r determination to contin ue a 
li ving tradition is less naive but 
nonetheless genuine. 

Our attitude regarding the future 
is based on knowledge that prag
matic flexibility and evangelical out
reach w ill sustain those who try to 
exhibit the grace manifest by God 
in Christ. Facing the future ca ll s for 
much of the reso lution and confi
dence appa rent in our spiritual fore
fathers. The problems we must deal 
with are more complex, but the 
cha llenge to continue the parabl es 
of leaven and mustard seed are 
much the same as it has always been. 

Briefly stated, all too briefly unfor
tunately, what are some of the im
portant issues with which reli gious 
Americans must come to terms in 
modern times? First, all of us must 
reassess, reaffirm and reformulate in 
contemporary idioms the way Chris
tian belief gives fuller meaning to 

human personali ty. Categories of ul
timate value and intermediate objec
ti ves are basic to individual exist
ence, to fa mil y units and to the 
gathering fo r purposes of worship. 
These fu ndamenta l iss ues must be 
met w ith full knowl edge of the anx
ieties modern psycho logy has clar
ified fo r us. Then in the l ight of cur
rent analysis, suitable answers must 
be formulated to fill personal , fam
ily and congregational needs for a 
fu lly rewarding spiritua l life. 

Beyond the interior dimension of 
religion , churches must enter more 
fu lly into ecumenica l cooperation. 
They wi 11 have to guard against the 
temptation of denominational pride 
and accept other branches of 
Christ' s one church as partners in a 
common eva ngeli ca l task. This ef
fort might take the form of new in
stitutional mergers; it wil l ce rtainly 
manifest itself in greater cooperative 
experiments such as inter-com
munion exchanges and sharing re
vised liturgical forms. America is no 
longer isolated from other world 
powers, and its churches can no 
longer pretend to exist in a vacuum, 
whether that pretense is born of sus
picion or pri de. We must recognize 
that all disparate chu rches are sep
arated brethren and that all must 
work for ecumenism to end the 
scandal of d iscord . 

Applying Religious Principles 

A third major diffi culty continual
ly with us is how to apply religious 
principles in the socia l realm . The 
o ld dreams of redeem ing the secu
lar sp here are gone, but that does 
not mean we ca n abandon our re
sponsibility to our fellow man . We 
must seek proximate answers to in
so luble prob lems and achieve a rea
sonab le semblance of the highest 
good, whether our chosen cause is 
civi l ri ghts, hea lth care o r one of 
count less others. The "social gospel" 
is relevant to improving race rela 
tions, tempering the baneful effects 
of capita li st exploitation or reduci ng 
institutionalized vio lence in our 

country. We cannot dwell on inner 
spi ritua lity and turn our backs on 
the wider aspects of religious wit
ness in society. This is not just ex
pedient advice to make religion a 
powerful force in America's future ; 
more importantly it is recogniti on o f 
an essential demand which the gos
pel makes. 

Finally we come to theology, the 
most important of all categories but 
one which grows out of practi ca l ex
perience in private, ecclesiasti ca l and 
socia l contexts. At present and for 
some time to come se ri ous th ought 
must be given to our pluralistic situ
ati on. Thi s goes fa r beyond the ex
istence of diverse cu ltural units, 
competing denominations and na
tional isti c groups. W hat does Chri s
tianity have to say to wide ly varying 
express ions of a sing le faith ? Indeed, 
what about other faiths such as Juda
ism and Islam o r contemp lative tra
ditions such as Hinduism and Bud
dhism? We cannot claim exclu sive 
ownership of the truth ; we cannot 
fal l into indi fferent relativism . On 
the fro ntiers of theology w e must 
find some accommodation, some 
approx imation, some higher insight 
into many religions with one Father 
as their source. 

Another theological ch allenge fo r 
today has to do w ith the ro le of 
women in our churches. If God is 
Spirit, to be worshipped in spiri t 
and truth , w hy do w e think of Him 
as male? Why are most pries thood 
exclusive ly male? Answers to th ese 
questions l ie deep in our theo log i
ca l rootage, and their slow refo rmu
lati on must stem from there a w II. 
Another phenomenon is a renewed 
emphasis on charismatic exper ience . 
This too wi ll stimulate a si gn ifica nt 
development in religious th ough t. 

A ll th ese changes are for the 
good and, despite their imposing di
mensions, they will create new op
portunities for Ameri can churches 
to remain faithfu l to thei r ca lli ng a 
teachers, healers and example of 
better aspect of l ife ye t to be 
achieved . • 
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• In the next two decades, old peo
ple will make up 11 percent of 
the population. 

• Among those over 65, there are 
1,000 women for 724 men . Twice 
as many women as men live 
alone. 

hese facts have a direct re
lationship to the m1ss1on 
study, " People and Systems. " 

In our study we have a rare oppor
tunity to examine Cuba, China and 
Tanzania . Through our exploration 
of people and systems in these 
three countries we can perhaps take 
a fresh look at our situation here in 
the U.S. Unless we are able to " bring 
it on home," this study becomes 
another exercise of viewing other 
countries to increase our storehouse 
of international knowledge. Our fas
cination with them and their dis
tance from us makes it easy to avoid 
the realities here at home. 

This article focuses on the situ
ation of older women in the United 
States for two reasons. In a class on 
" People and Systems" at one of the 
United Methodist Women's Divi
sion Regional Schools, a group of 
middle-aged and older women as
signed to work on the role of wom
en reported that they did not "get 
too far" because the topic was more 
relevant to younger women. This 
seems surprising until one recog
nizes tha t most of the issues high
lighted by the women's movement 
in the U.S. have been more directly 
related to women under 40. Cer
tainly, these women were th inking 
of issues such as child care, sex role 
ste reotyping and abortion rights 
when they pleaded " no relevance." 
A second reason for focusing on 
aging women is that some day, in 
some way, their situation affects all 
women. Their situation is one of 
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• The over-65 generation is the only 
classification in which poverty is 
increasing every year. One of 
every four persons over 65 falls 
below the federal poverty level. 
For women, the ratio is closer to 
one in three. 

economic insecurity, and failure to 
enjoy resources, services and politi
cal power in fair measure. As one 
feminist has said, " The right you 
save today, tomorrow will be your 
own." 

Older Women in the United States 

To live alone is a frequently ex
pressed fear of women. In her book, 
The Prime of Ms . America, author 
Janet Harris reports this to be the 
most common problem of women 
she interviewed, ages 40-60. This 
fear is combined with the difficulty 
of identity, lack of sense of self, 
worries about health, sexuality and 
reproduction , coping with widow
hood and divorce, as well as look
ing for and keeping jobs in middle 
age. All of this is compounded with 
the pressure to survive in a youth
oriented society where billions of 
dollars are spent yearly for adver
tisements detailing the ways of keep
ing young from the top of the head 
to the tip of the toe. What the ads 
do best is heighten personal anxiety 
and insecurity about natural appear
ances and processes-and sell the 
products to cure these "i lls. " It 
should be no surprise that many 
women prefer to be called "girl " as 
opposed to "woman" or " lady". 
Girlhood represents the age of de
pendence and security, a means of 
avoiding the hard realities of being 
an adult female in our society. 

Yet, is this fear of being alone 
and all that it represents unrealistic? 
Is it simply a matter of personal in
security and immaturity? If we had 
more opportunities for older people 
to be " in community," to share 
their lives with others, would the 
problems be solved? 



With good intentions, th is is the 
solution often offered by the church . 
S nior itizens groups fo r fe ll owship 
and re reation are part of the an
sw r, but only a par ti al so lution. 
Th fear of growing o ld alone is a 
per nal manifestation of l iving in 
a i ty in whi h age and sex d is
crimination wo rk together to pose 
parti ular prob lems fo r o lder wom
en. L t us exami ne two majo r prob
lem ar as, employment and hea lth 
car . 

In employment, two prob lems hi t 
middle-aged women in a special 
way. The first affects th e full -ti me 
homemaker w hose wo rk ro le rad i
cally hanges w hen her children 
leave home. The "empty nest" · 
brings the ha llenge of new identity 
and purposefulness. However, sig
nifican t pr b lems result w hen o lder 
women try to ente r o r re-ente r the 
paid work fo rce. Many are " di s
placed" homemakers o r those 
women sudden ly independent eco
nomical ly because of w idowhood or 
divorc w ho have spent a lifetime 
serving socie ty as w ives and 
mothers. These women f ind l ittl e 
support or p reparat ion fo r economi c 
live lihood. W hen they app ly for a 
job, they are to ld that their lack of 
" re ent job experience" stands in 
the way. They are ra rely el ig ible fo r 
any pub lic assistance. Our socie ty 
is simply not prepared to dea l w ith 
th is ever-i ncreasi ng number of 
women. As they are not calculated 
in unemployment figures, it is hard 
to know how many women fit in 
the "d isp laced homemaker" ca te
gory. Estimates range from 1-3 mil 
l ion. 

If women are employed, they con
ti nue to be paid less than men (the 
wage gap has widened in the last 
10 years) and they are most fre
quently emp loyed in the lowest-paid 
occupations and / or in the lowest 
ranks of al l occupations. Freq uently, 
women are in occupati ons w hich 
are phased out by technologica l 
"advances" (fo r example, secre
taries and bank te llers) o r they are 

left behind if a ompany o r factory 
moves to a new location. 

W hen women reti re, they fre
quently retire w ithout pension. O nly 
one in 10 women retiring fro m the 
p ri vate wo rk fo rce receives a pen
sion. As women's wo rk pattern fre
quently invo lves disruption (be
cause of fa mily responsib ilities), 
th ey rarely quali fy fo r average pen
sion pl an r quirements o f 10 yea rs' 
continuous se rvice. The situati on is 
no t mu ch better fo r widows receiv
ing benefits under th ei r husband's 
plans. O nly 2 percent o f w idows re
ceive such benefits. 

The roots of the probl em are mul 
tip le : ignorance o f and lack o f en
fo rcement o f fa ir empl oyment prac
ti ces, inadequate educa ti on and 
trainin g, low se lf-esteem and lack 
o f job co unsel ing, to name a few . 

Several majo r ques ti ons emerge: 
Could our present economic system 
bear full and equal employment? 
Does our present economi c system 
in fact need to have a marginal and 
tempora ry labor force whi ch ca rri es 

The Birth of Cain, from the Fall of M an, 
by Edgar Tolson. Coll. M ichael and Julie 
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the burden of the lowest-paid and 
most-expendable jobs? Do sex and 
age discrimin ation , along w ith race 
and class di scrimi nat ion, se rve as 
mechanisms to provide a readily 
avai lab le cheap source of labor? For 
the last several decades, we in the 
U.S. have l ived in an economic sys
tem that accepts high unemploy-

m nt as a check on inflat ion. How 
long can su h a po l icy conti nue? 

Health Care 

A second key area for exa mina
tion is hea lth care. Women general
ly are becom ing increasi ngly aware 
of the need to understand their 
own hea lth needs and p rob lems 
and to o rga nize groups of women 
w ho w ill hall enge a hea lth ca re 
system w hi h affects them in par
ticular ways. Women ten d to be 
more dependent on heal th ca re 
than men because of thei r reprod uc
tion systems. 

Unnecessary surg ry and lack of 
effective drug regulation are two 
areas of concern to o lder women. 
M ari an Sa ndmaier, a staff offi er fo r 
the U.S. Hea lth, Ed uca ti on and We l
fa re Departm ent, reports that wom
en average 25 percent more vis its 
each yea r to doc tors than men, take 
50 percent more p rescription d ru gs, 
and are admi tted to hospita ls much 
more freq uently. The passive natu re 
engrained in many women makes 
women more vulnerab le to abuse 
by the medica l sys tem, i ts medi ca l 
personnel, d ru g companies and hos
pitals. 

In tes tim ony before the House 
Subcommi ttee on O versight and In
ves ti gati ons, Dr. Sidney W olfe (di
rector of Ralph Nader's Hea lth Re
sea rch Gro up) reported that 690,000 
hys terectom ies were perfo rm ed in 
the U.S. in 1973. A t tha t rate, 45 
percent of women in the U.S. can 
expect to have such an ope ration by 
the age of 70. Dr. Wolfe noted that 
the rate of such surgery is consid
erab ly lowe r (16.8 percent) for 
women w hose costs are covered by 
a prepaid insurance plan w here the 
fee is generally lower fo r th e phy
sician . 

Dr. W olfe describ d three reports 
from 1948-1973 rega rd ing the need 
fo r such surgery. Al though the sta
tis ti cs range from 32 percen t to 
39.9 percent of unnecessary hys ter
ectomi es, even the lowest fi gure of 
one- third amounts to considerable 
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waste of human and financial re
sources. 

Testing, regulation and use of 
drugs is another major problem area. 
Although much debate has centered 
on the use of the birth control pill 
and the l.U.D ., recent reports of the 
use of estrogen for menopausal dif
ficulties has reached the headlines. 
Marian Sandmaier cites three re
cent studies which report a five to 
14-fold increase in uterine cancer 
among women taking estrogen for 
menopause-related problems. The 
largest producer of this drug, Ayerst 
Laboratories, has called these re
ports " simplistic indeed" in a let
ter to every physician in the U.S. 
No help has come from the Food 
and Drug Administration which has 
agreed to simply change the label
ling to include a " cancer risk" warn
ing. 

Obviously, many women do not 
confront these particular health 

problems. Many confront a multi
tude of additional problems. Yet, 
many women are beginning to see 
their own problems in a broader 
perspective . Events such as unnec
essary surgery can no longer be 
viewed as one isolated "unfortunate 
circumstance" or the fault of "irre
sponsible medical personnel." 
Rather, women are seeing the prob
lem (as evidenced by the recent 
founding of the National Women's 
Health Lobby) as rooted in a society 
which is not committed to quality 
health care. A national health care 
program with better regulation and 
control combined with increased 
citizen knowledge and participation 
will require a basic systems change. 

What's Ahead? 

Dr. Elise Boulding is one of those 
rare women described professional
ly as a futurist. In her new book, 
The Underside of History: A View of 

The Expulsion from Paradise, from the Fall of Man, by Edgar Tolson. Coll. Michael 
and Julie Hall. 

Women through Time, she uses the 
image of a rock resting on the 
ground where little activity is ob
servable. When you turn the rock 
over, however, you find a multitude 
of creatures crawling around . Wom
en, she says, have always been this 
" underside of history," for their 
activity has been in a private 
sphere unrecognized by historians. 
The magnitude and importance of 
this activity must be given the visi
bility it deserves. 

In the twenty-first century wom
en and men will emerge into a new 
humanity where women will be in
volved in the reconstruction of a 
more liveable world as they share 
with men in the tasks that lie ahead . 
" Role changes are always slow. But 
I see women getting more confident 
and drawing on their ' underlife' 
skills to change dehumanizing 
'overlife' systems .. . Family life, 
child care and old age will all be 
much happier once women are re
leased into the public arena to help 
with this kind of restructuring." 

Women do have a great role 
ahead as systems changers ; yet as 
Elise Boulding has said , women 
must begin to think and act on a 
larger scale. Skills, creativity and 
innovation must be affirmed and ex
panded . 

With the same management skills 
tempered with sensitivity that have 
enabled women to run the house
holds of this nation, women must 
begin to work as planners redesign
ing our dying cities, as economists 
seeking solutions to the food crisis, 
as advocates for a just and equitable 
health care system. 

The personal must be expanded 
to the political , the individual to the 
community, the private to the pub
lic. In this is our hope, and indeed, 
our very survival as a people, as a 
nation, and as a planet. • 



·~D!• 
AMERICAN DREAM 

John C. Raines 

Newsboy, 
Pawtucket Record, 

Rhode Island (1889). 

Coll. Michael 
and Julie Hall. 

T he Statue of Liberty pro
claimed it, and the world 
believed it : 

" Send me your tired, your poor, 
your hudd led masses yearning to 
breathe free. I lift my lamp be
side the Golden Door." 
The shot heard round the world 

was not fired at British troops at 
Concord, Massachusetts. It was in
stead the promise of the Land of 
Promise, the promise of the Amer
ican Dream. And it was heard! 
Mi l lions came to our shores seeking 
freedom from class and caste op
pression. In the hundred years be
tween 1800 and 1900 our country 
grew more than ten times : from 3 
million to over 35 million people. 
In that hundred years we became a 
nation of many nations, held to-

gether by a dream. 
The American Dream. It began 

as an explosion of self-confi 
dence. It was the boisterous 
and proud proclamation of a 
New World . Unlike the old 
world, where privilege came 
with birth, and everyone 
knew where he or she be
longed, in America people 
were to be unshackled 
from the bondage of pre-

vious generations .. O urs was to be a 
land not of family fate but of indi
vidual freedom. No one was to have 
the unfair advantage of simply be
ing who he was-by birth , by name, 
by the accident of parental status. 
In America everyone was to be only 
what he could become. 

Work and Inequality 

Work, we said, was the key to 
unlock this Golden Door. Hard 

john C. Raines teaches religion at Tem
ple University. He is the author of " I/
fusion s of Success" and "Attack on Priv
acy." 
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work, clean living and an open 
road to success- that's what our na
tion promised. 

It was believed ; the people came. 
And for a while it set loose an amaz
ing expansion of self-esteem. It 
broke through the sedentary and de
termined quality of old world so
cieties where heart and vision were 
tamed early. It set loose the energy 
of a vast yearning-the promised 
chance to become somebody. Yes, 
there was a freedom to our land 
which in the eyes of much of the 
world made us, and still makes us, 
vastly appealing. 

Yet it was an ironic freedom . Per
mitted to be only what we could 
become, we were never secure with 
who or where we were. We pur
sued our hopes. But in some curious 
way we were also pursued by our 
hopes of what someday we might 
yet become. There was a nervous
ness in it all which swelled our 
need to consume, billowing and 
bulging our economy. Our pocket
books grew bigger, but somehow as 
persons we still felt small . Working 
in order to become somebody, we 
put ourselves and our economy into 
overdrive. 

In fact it was only this rapidly ex
panding economy that made the 
who le thing work. We had to ex
pand or we'd explode. Why? Be
cause the Land of Promise sought 
to keep its promise not by a rela
tive equality of belonging. No, over 
the years the shares of wealth re
mained highly concentrated and es
sentially unchanged . Rather, . we 
made room for the ambitions of our 
restless millions by expanding the 
field of economic opportunity. We 
enlarged the pie ; we didn' t change 
the way the pie was divided up. 
Which is to say, we were never so 
much an open society as a kind of 
wide-open society. 

A Fundamental Contradiction 

For a while this worked pretty 
well . Over the years and generations 

***"As a people we tried to purch 
******but without attending to 

people improved their life styl es. 
But it al so didn ' t w o rk. As a nation 
it led us into thi s fundamental con
tradi ction . Our expanding economy 
provi ded decency for the many. But 
this same economic growth 
amassed immense wealth at the top 
of our society. Th e pie grew bigger 
for everyone. Indeed, the top 1 per
cent had a larger share of the ex
panding wealth to divide up than 
the whole middl e 60 percent o f us. 
Moreover, we average citizens lived 
up into our slowly ri sing incomes. 
Over the generations we bought a 
house, moved to the suburbs, got a 
second car, and started sending the 
children to college . But a very few 
got wealth beyond their need to 
consume, wealth that cou ld be used 
massively to beget more wealth . 

The result is that today the top 
1 percent of our population hold 
fully 28 percent of all the personal
ly-owned wealth. The top 2 percent 
own 44 percent and the top 20 per
cent own an astonishing 76 percent 
of all the wea lth . The Land of Prom
ise has become a land where 1.6 
percent of us leave estates averag
ing $185,000, while the rest of us 
leave an average estate of $7,900. 
Our work carri ed us into this ter
rible irony-we purchased decency 
at the price of immense inequality. 
The " New World" began to look 
ever more like the old . 

Wealth and Social Power 

Concentrated wealth translates 
easily into concentrated socia l pow
er, power that can be, and has 
been, used to pay for elections, buy 
"friends" in public office, and pur
chase tax laws that benefit the few 
at the expense of the many. The 
wealthy family making between 
$50,000 and $100,000 gets on an 
average 20 times the tax savings of 
families in middle income brackets. 

That is the real scandal of Water
gate. Not the persona l immorality of 
certain individuals in the White 
House. No, Watergate displays the 

massive " you -scratch-my-back-and-
1' 11 -scratch-yours" dealing that goes 
on routinely between big money 
and big politics. Officers of Interna
tional Telephone and Telegraph 
Company offering $400,000 to help 
finance the Republican Convention 
in 1972, hoping thereby to buy off 
a Justi ce Department anti - trust in
ves tigation- and succeeding. The 
American Dairyman 's Association 
promising millions in campaign con 
tributions if favored by legislation 
that would line their ow n pockets 
while gouging the American house
wife-and succeeding. 

Some people argue that Water
gate shows our system of democratic 
checks and balances still works. I 
say Watergate is al ive and well to
day-in Washington and every State 
House and City Hall in the land. 
The political influence of big money 
has not been checked. There is no 
balance. The cover-up continues. 
Our Constitutionat crisis lies not be
hind us, but ahead . We are far 
along the path to becoming a na
tion of the few, by the few, and for 
the few. 

As a people we tried to purchase 
decency by expanding our econ
omy, but without attending to the 
just distribution of its fruits . We 

Touring Car (C. 1907). 
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c cy by expanding our economy, *** 
1st listribution of its fruits." ******* 

tr ied to absorb the moral issue of 
economi c justice into the techni ca l 
issue of economic growth . Thi s w as 
a cos tly mistake. It nearly cost us 
our democracy. 

The End of Rapid Economic Growth 

I don' t believe anybody planned 
to have thin gs run off the track like 
thi s. I don ' t believe in a conspiracy 
theory of history. Nor do I believe 
in some speci al cunning and devil 
ishness of the ruling class. No, it 
really happened without anybody 
planning it or even much noticing. 
It was simply part of the territory, a 
seed planted deep in the co inci
dence of the American Dream and 
a continent and time whi ch, for a 
while, presented amazingly open 
frontiers . 

First there was the open frontier 
of the west (open, that is, except 
for Indians). In exchange for hard 
work it promised a person " his own 
land" . This was a different and open 
kind o f land where a person's labor 
set him free from the subservience 
of children to parents, free from the 
bondage of tiller to landlord, age 
old cobwebs that froze the system 
of deference in European societies. 

Then, even as the western frontier 

was closi ng down, the new fro ntier 
of machine industry and a rapid ly 
expanding economy opened it
se lf to the great waves of immi
grants fl ood ing o ur shores in sea rch 
of a new and bette r li fe . They fi ll ed 
our city tenements and fed our fac
to ri es. Their fa mily di scipline and 
mo rale kept the kids decent, hope
ful and struggling upward. It made 
fo r a kin d of generousness of sp irit 
that unnerves socia l inte rpreters 
schoo led upon the hard eyed ca lcu
lation o f o ld world wo rke rs and 
peasants w ho know they are 
t rapped. 

Finall y, a third frontier kept the 
Dream rolling w hen it was in danger 
of getting boxed in aga in. President 
Franklin D. Rooseve lt accepted the 
challenge w hi ch hi sto ry thrust upon 
our power. And the Am eri can econ
omy inherited the victory of W orld 
W ar II . Economica lly spea king, we 
were that war's onl y immediate vic
tors. The world lay open before us. 
Great Britain , France, Germ any, Ja
pan- our pre-war industrial ri vals
were, for a whil e, eclipsed in the 
expansi on of Ameri can power. 

The Frontiers are Closing 

when their raw materia l reserves be
gin to dry up in 25 to 50 years. 

This is what's behind the drive for 
nationalization, cartelizat ion, inter
national indexi ng to industria l infla
tion , and the push fo r price floo rs 
on international commodities. These 
represent significant strides fo r
ward for many of the worl d's poorer 
peoples. It is a sta rt towards a mo re 
equa l distribution of econom ic 
power and profit. It is a move be
yond cha rity and dependency to
ward wor ld economic j ustice. 

Moreover, th is new leverage of the 
third wo rld supp lier nations is aug
mented by a greater competi t ion fo r 
the good things of l ife amongst in
dustrialized countries. Nations l ike 
Japan, Braz il , Mexico, the Eastern 
Eu ropean and Arab o il countries, 
are all start ing to produ ce a sub
stantia l " middl e class" who both 
desire and have the money to com 
pete for the good things of life on 
the wor ld market. 

Both supp ly and demand facto rs 
in the world economy mean we wi ll 
have to pay more here at home j ust 
to maintain the leve l of l ifestyle 
we've already attained , mu ch less 
rapidl y expand it. Not easy times 
and easy d reaming l ie ahead, but 
economizi ng and a discip l ining of 
the imagination. That won't be easy. 
W e conso lidated ou rse lves not by 
economic justice but by economic 
growth. Now, however, questions 
of the fai r distribution of the burdens 
and benefits of our society can no 
longer be swept under the ru g. 

Work and Politics 

All thi s is now ending. The spe
cial circum stan ces, which for a hun
dred years allow ed us to expand 
our restless economy both rapidly 
and cheaply, are passing. That third 
frontier is closing. Whatever we do 
in the short run to push up our 
Gross National Product, the long
range realities remain increasingly 
expensive energy and basic raw ma
terials. This means sustained pres-
sure toward infl ati on. In the past we could leave poli-

Why? Becau se many third w orld tics to the po liti cians wi th a sense 
heads of governm ent, responsive to of re lief at not havi ng to soil our 
the needs of their ow n peopl e, hands. W e could keep our hearts 
know they have only a given and minds busy w ith wo rk, confi -
amount of time to extract profits dent that, despite po li t ica l hanky-
enough from their raw materi al ex- panky, our own hard work and de-
ports to diversify their economy. cent l ivi ng would ca rve out a better 
Without this diversifying and indus- future fo r ou r chi ld ren. But this 
trializin g, many of th ese nations w ill could continue only so long as the 
become inoperable as societies, domai n of work could effectively 
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shie ld it If. That i 
a . Tl decad 

ah ad wi ll , of n 
arl y politi al . 

W e ar fa ed w ith the la k o f 
having to p lan ur e onorny rno r 
ration ally. W a1 fa d w ith th 
task o f hav ing to distribul the bur 
dens and b nefits o f our so i Ly 
more fairly. Th e boo m days a1 ve r. 
W e mu t I ar n lo l ive w 11h li 11 1ils. 
Po liti cs is the rea lm where w e must 
work thi s o ut as a soci ly, o r fai l 
as a ociety. Fo r w ithout gr at r ra
t ionality and fairn e s, the nee ssa ry 
economizing that l ies ahea d w ill 
d rive the w orkin g and middle Li as s 
in to fru strati on, anger and us I s 
scapegoa ting. W e must devi e on
crete prog rams fo r a pol iti s o f 
equality, or the po liti s of r s nl
men t wi ll destroy our de ency. 

What Dire lion for hange? 

pf , in 1970, ompari ng only wage 
d i fferential , the top one-f i fth o f o ur 
wo rk fo r e ea rn d about even ti mes 
as mu h as the lowest one-fif th . But 
adding in in ome-r ce ived- in -kind, 
th top one-fifth had 17 t imes the 
in ome o f th low st fi fth . 

W e need to look aga in at business 
expens ac ounts w ith their lavi sh 
mea ls and entertainment allowances. 
W e need to exam ine the issue o f 
ompany-owned ars and airplanes, 

condomin iums in Flor ida, hunting 
lodges in M aryland, and all -expense
paid " ed uca ti o nal" trips to Miami, 
o r bon us rewa rds o f a week in 
M onte Carlo fo r th ose who se ll pas t 
quo ta. None o f these tangible bene
fits- in-kind now ge ts counted as 
taxab le income. Indeed, most of 
them are even tax-deductible as 
" business expense," whi ch means 
that poor peop le, workers and the 
middle lass pay up th differen ce 
in lost tax revenues. If the las t entury wa p ul iarl y 

a t ime of work- a time w hen issu s 
o f socia l justi ce ou ld be pushed Rebuilding Incentive 
as ide in the qu es t f r p rsona l Few tho ughtful people are willing 
achiev ment- th new time is a to de fend the pr esent degree of in-
t ime of ocial a hieveme11 t o r, per- equality in the w ay so iety distrib-
haps, of so ial di sas ter. The issue is utes its burd ns and benefits. But 
not wh ther there wi ll be har1 ge. those w ho do almos t invari ably re-
The issue is whi h dir cl ion the fer to the need fo r incentive and the 
chang wi ll lake us- towards a pofi- social benefi t that derives from re-
ti es o f frustration that I aves on- warding hard work. I think we can 
central d w ea lth and power un- take thi s idea o f in en tive and use 
changed, or towards a politi cs o f i t to the opposite purpose. I think 
greater o ia l fa irness. we can argue effe t ively that the vast 

What, con rete ly, is r qui r d fo r in quality o f rew ard s and burdens 
a po li ti s of so ia f fa ir ness? We we now have is introducing disin-
need to revi<;e sharp ly our system of centive and apathy into the working 
benefi ts and burdens. Any spe ial tax and lower cl asses of our country, 
benefi t, for examp le, that doe no t w ho feel trapped and abused. 
dire t ly and substantia lly in rease Thorstein Vebl en, who many 
produ l ivi ty needs to be stopped. In- deem the mos t a ute interpreter of 
come and es tate tax foopho l c; fi k America, at the turn of the century 
"cap ita l gains", tax free interes t on al ready on tras ted two competing 
muni ipa l and sta te bonds, gen ra- va lue sys tems in our society. One 
tion-sk ipp ing trusts, spe ia l d pre i- he called " the instin t fo r workman-
ati on privi l ges in real stat and ship," the other the drive for " con-
farming, and o i l drilli ng that serve pi cuous onsumption" and "invidi -
no socia lly use ful purpose, but on ly ous compari son" . America would 
pro tect the wea lthy from taxati on, th rive, Veblen beli eved, to the de-
must be reexa1 nined in fight of bear- gree, and only to the degree that 
ing the burdens of our so iety rnore workmanship was protected against 
fai rl y. o ten tatio n. Workmanship must not 

What about the way the b nefi ls be humi li ated by o ncentrated so-
of ours iety get distributed ? I be- iaf privilege. he nation 's system of 
l ieve w e need to revi se tlie steep reward, Veblen argued, must support 
ineq ual iti es in o ur incom differen - the pride and di gnity of hard, ne -
ti als. H rman Mi ller, past dir to r essary and socially useful (however 
o f the Burea u of the ensus, points ommon) work . 
out the importance of counting all A system of socia l benefits that 
benefits as in ome, not just those rewa rds tho e at the top of the 
that appea r as "wages". for exam- work ladder 17 times as much as 
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those on the bottom run g discour
ages rather than encourages drive 
and amb it ion. A system of taxa ti on 
that leads the highest 1.6 percent 
to accumulate estates averaging 
$1 85 ,000 whil e the res t of us, after 
workin g a·r I our fives, avera ge only 
$7,900- such a stru cture of rewa rd 
reinforces disincentive, a poo r re
ga rd for w ork, and a sense o f en
trapment in working cl ass citi zens. 

A Politics of Equality 
Only politi cs can rescue wo rk 

from its present entrapment to pri v
ilege. Only politi cs can distribute 
the benefits and burdens of our so
ciety more fairly. Which mea ns that 
politics alone presents the hope 
that we may ease the resentment 
and social fru stration of having to 
slow down the American Dream in 
order to live within the limits of 
newly expensive energy and basic 
raw material s. Only a more equal 
America can live at peace w ith a 
more equal world. The o ther option 
is a politi cs of resentment that 
maintains our present inequaliti es 
by encouraging scapegoating and 
sharp retrenchment of social ser
vi ces at home, together with covert 
recoloniza tion of third world coun
tries abroad (through multinational 
corporate control or direct CIA in
tervention) or even outright wars to 
preempt scarce raw materials . 

In a curious way this makes our 
own country a crucial area of mis
sionary endeavor today. So inter
twined has become the task of free
dom and justice in our world , that 
the decisions we Ameri cans take in 
the next few decades about the 
shape of our domestic society will 
largely determine the degree to 
whi ch we can live peaceably with 
a world demanding a bigger piece 
of the profits and the pow er. 

I sense in our country a willing
ness to economize, but only if the 
burdens of that task are shared 
more fairly . I sense among many the 
feeling that things just can ' t go on 
like this any longer, always wanting 
more and more. But we need a ra
tional, fair and society-wide program 
to simplify life styles that brings 
equal discipline upon all, not just 
those unable to buy special escapes. 
A more equal America can I ive 
peaceably with a more equal world . 
I believe the world is calling the 
Church to this mission today. I be
lieve it is our primary agenda. • 



CHURCHES THAT 
oonT GIVE UP 

Religion in the South Bronx 
Tracy Early 

J ohn Simmons, a black United 
M ethodist mini ster, was as
signed to his first pastorate 

last summer. It put him in a parson
age where every time he stepped 
out the fro nt door he saw across the 
street w hat was formerly an apart
ment bu ild ing but now stood as a 
burnt-out and abandoned shell . 

That is not a rare sight in the 
South Bronx. Despite a despe rate 
need for more housi ng in New York, 
the city has been rapidly losing 
apa rtm ents in areas like the South 
Bronx as more and more buildings 
become uninhabitable. 

Landlords, the visito r is to ld, find 
their properties becoming unprofit
ab le, milk them fo r what they can 
w hile neglecti ng mai ntenance and, 

Tracy Early is a frequent contributor. 

when all or most of the tenants 
move out, signal the loca l arsonist. 
After the insurance check arri ves, 
the tax co llecto r can have the build
ings if he wa nts them. 

So these empty shell s stand scat
tered throu ghout the area, wi ndows 
broken and, one finds on closer 
inquiry, not quite as totally aban
doned as might be w ished, fo r 
addicts come in to shoot up. Or 
maybe young run aways will take 
shelter there. 

Many buildings eventually come 
down, but se ldom now does any
one rebuild , and stretches of rubbl e
strewn lo ts interspersed with stand
ing ruins and decaying structures st ill 
in use ca ll to mind bombed-out 
cities after a war. Williamsburg in 
Brooklyn and a few other New York 
areas look about as bad, but the 
South Bronx doubtless ranks as one 
of the most dismal slums in the 
United States. One of its fire sta
tions reported ly earns the distinc
tion of doing more business than 
any o ther in the city. 

" Harlem is more ' widely known, 
but actually the problems of the 
South Bronx are worse," says Sim
mons, who has lived in both areas. 
After fini shing Drew Seminary this 



Top left, the Rev. Marvin Hunte, a 
West Indian, pastors Trinity Church, 

a black congregation. Above, the 
Rev. Caesar Holder leads Evangel

ical, a Hispanic United Methodist 
congregation. Ethnic tension 

troubles the churches as well 
as the community, reports District 
Superintendent Burnham Kirkland, 

right. The chained gate beyond the 
welcome sign of Willis Avenue 

United Methodist Church, opposite 
page, indicates the predicament 

of many a church in this 
depressed area of New York City. 



spring, he was assigned to the W illis 
Avenue United Methodist Church, 
a black congregation with a large 
old building that speaks of another 
era and takes a fortune to heat. An
other fortune would be required for 
painting and other upkeep, includ
ing rep lacement of stolen gutters. 

The South Bronx, which lies just 
above and in effect extends Harlem, 
across the Harlem River, has be
come predominantly black and His
panic. United Methodists have 
churches of both groups, and at one 
church, Tremont, black and Hispanic 
congregations share the same build
ing. In New York the two ethnic 
communities often find themselves 
in tension, and this tension also 
troubles the churches, reports Dis-

trict Superintendent Burnham Kirk
land. To improve his own communi
cation, he has taken up language 
study and has reached the point, he 
says, that he can preach in Spanish, 
aided by a manuscript. 

Ethnic conflict seems an especial
ly tragic diversion of energies from 
the challenge of ministry in an area 
whose deterioration has reached the 
point that many residents give way 
to despai r, an emotion bringing both 
depression and violent rage. People 
living in the South Bronx must also 
deal with a crime rate among the 
worst in a crime-ravaged city, fed 
by unemployment that leaves may
be 50 per cent of the young people 
hanging around with nothing to do. 
If anything else is needed to put 

your nerves on edge, there is the 
" super rat" that reaches cat size, 
stands his ground to f ight you rath er 
than run , grows immune to o rdin ary 
poisons and ea ts on the baby you 
leave unwatched. In sq ualo r as far 
as the eye can see, res idents lose 
confidence in thei r own abi lity to 
change thin gs, or the w illingness of 
anyone else to help. 

It was around here that the early 
Danish settler, Jonas Branck, built 
his farmhou se, lead ing people to 
ca ll the area Bronck's, which led to 
the Bronx. But the subsequent hi s
tory has not been distinguished . In 
1967 when the New Yo rk chapter of 
the American Institute of Architects 
put out an architectural guide to the 
city, they found the economy of the 
South Bronx had rarely been able 
to provide for any construction 
worthy of note. 

Kirkland, the son of a Presby
terian minister, grew up in Manhat
tan, and recalls that even during his 
youth the South Bronx was a rough 
place where he and some friends 
once had a memorable encounter 
with a gang of young whites. But 
it has gone downhill in the yea rs 
since. " And the blight area con
tinues to spread," he says. 

At Elton Avenue Church, the con
gregation's little building sits on a 
corner with one of the abandoned 
apartment houses next door, anoth
er across the street and then over 
the other way a hangout corner for 
addicts. 

" They were hanging out in a park, 
and when peop le started complain
ing the police drove them away," 
says the pastor's teenage son. 
" But they just moved up here." 

The pastor, Elvin lrrizary, has 
been fixing up the building, which 
has windows dedicated not "i n 
memory of" but " zum andenken 
an," a memorial to days when Ger
mans constituted the largest ethnic 
group in the Bronx. Now the wor
shippers are Puerto Ricans, Cubans, 
Dominicans and other Hispanics. 
lrrizary serves the church on a part
time basis and works down in the 
garment district to supplement his 
income. 

He has found it necessary to use 
many hours of his part-time mini st ry 
barricading the church . At a si de 
entrance a second, steel door has 
been added outside the wooden 
door. Inside, at other doors, timbers 
and chains and locks have been in-
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stalled in an effort to keep people 
from breaking in. Lights have been 
added around the outside. It is not 
that some grudge against the 
church brings on assault forces, but 
only that addicts think a micro
phone or whatever will get them a 
few dollars for another fix. 

At Willis Avenue Church the min
ister preceding Simmons had re
turned home from hospitalization 
with a heart attack when he heard 
a burglar coming in, Kirkland says. 
Getting up to confront the burglar, 
he suffered another heart attack 

At Tremont Church the parsonage 
ha$ been burglarized three times of 
late, and with all the measures 
undertaken to make it burglar proof 
the minister, Randolph Fisher, feels 
as though he is in prison and living 
under siege. 

Aside from the wear and tear all 
this inflicts on ministers and their 
families, the precautions taken to 
protect churches from vandals and 
thieves keep them from maintaining 
the look of openness and welcome 
that a church would li ke to show its 
community. 

You approach Evangelical Church, 
a Hispanic congregation in an area 
formerly black but now mostly 
Puerto Rican, and find everything 
shut up tight, with iron gates stand
ing guard in front of locked wooden 
doors. Then you notice a side door 
with a small glass, mostly covered, 
enabling someone inside to scrutin
ize a caller before opening up. 

Some churches of the South 
Bronx have extensive week-day 
activity in their buildings. But 
Evangeli ca l, a formerly independent 
congregation that became United 
Methodist, has been of two minds 
about programs of community 
service. Some members consider 
them a distraction from the church's 
evangelistic work, but Kirkland says 
he has been encouraging those who 
favor more social outreach. Evangeli-



cal Church has conducted some pro
grams of community service, though 
a principal one, training women for 
sewi ng jobs, came to an end when 
the man running it returned to 
Puerto Rico. 

Epworth Church, now almost to
tally surrounded by open spaces, 
will later be surrounded by one of 
the few housing projects with plans 
still moving, Kirkland says. And the 
church will build a community cen
ter on land gained in a swa p with 
government sponsors of the project. 
Actually, it has already begun the 

center program 
vices for youth 
its basement. 

and provides ser
and the elderly in 

Trinity Church, a black congrega
tion, illustrates another problem in 
ministry-the congregation with 
few members living in the vicinity. 
" The members of this church are 
mostly people who lived around 
here ten or fifteen years ago," says 
the minister, Marvin Hunte, a black 
West Indian. " Now they come back 
from places like the Upper Bronx 
and Hempstead, Long Island." 

In many New York churches, in 

Community ministries offered by 
United Methodist churches in the 
south Bronx include Trinity's 
lunch and recreation program 
for the elderly, opposite page top, 
Elton Avenue's services to the 
young, opposite page bottom, and 
Tremont's summer day care and 
camp activities, above. 
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the South Bronx and elsewhere, a times mo les ted on the w ay to 
substantia l percentage of the con - schoo l. 
gregat ion live out of the community Tr inity, altho ugh the minister and 
but commute because of histori ca l most members are non- res ident, 
ti es, admirati on for the minister o r does provi de se rvices fo r its com-
some affinity with the parti cular mun ity. Elderl y people come in for 
program and membership. People a lunch and recrea ti on program, 
such as the Trinity members pass by fi nanced by gove rnm ent money, 
many churches, maybe several of and there are programs of recrea-
their own denomination, while com- ti on fo r youth . But effo rts to draw 
muting to one they find more ap- loca l people into the church itself 
pealing. have so fa r proved unsuccess ful , 

But when a church lacks a mem- Hunte says. 
bership base in its community, Much of the community service 
orienting the program toward com- program of New York churches, in 
munity service becomes more diffi- the South Bronx as elsewhere, de-
cult. Not only does the commuting pends on governm ent funds-city, 
membership deprive churches in state and fed eral. But while these 
other areas of support from their grants allow churches to provide 
natural constituency, but it also services they would otherwise find 
makes the church to which they impossible, a dependency relation-
travel take on the character of an ship develops in which long and 
alien presence in its neighborhood . tedious hours must be spent negoti-
lt was this situation that enabled ating with government agencies, 
the Young Lords to gain consider- and in which the churches always 
able sympathy when they seized a stand vulnerable to cuts and shifts. 
United Methodist church in East Thi s relationship can endanger not 
Harlem a few years ago. The Young only specifi c programs but the to tal 
Lords themselves did not really have life of the church . As a result of New 
a strong community base, but that York's financial troubles, Kirkland 
escaped noti ce while they kept the reports, payment of the electric 
church on the defensive. bill for one church-sponsored, city-

Hunte reports that it becomes finan ced day care center went thou-
more difficult to get help from gov- sands of dollars into arrears, and 
ernment officials when church mem- only his personal appeal to a high 
bers do not vote in the district. company executive saved the church 
People who do live in the South from total darkness. 
Bronx, a large percentage of them But the problems of the South 
a transient population and handi- Bronx, as Kirkland assesses them, 
capped by extreme poverty, also reach such proportions that the peo-
tend to register in lower numbers pie of the area do not have the 
than people elsewhere and take less capacity to work their way out, 
part in the political process-with and must have the intervention of 
the consequence that they carry government or perhaps of some 
little weight in the halls of govern- corporation that would provide 
ment. large scale employment and hous-

Adding to the non-resident char- ing. However, situations like the 
acter of churches, ministers some- South Bronx obviously tend more to 
times refuse to live in the neighbor- discourage than attract private 
hood of the churches they serve. corporations. And government aid 
For a while Hunte lived in the Trin - has declined with the winding down 
ity parsonage, but after he was o f the poverty program and the 
mugged there he found a place in finan cial retrenchments of New 
Brooklyn where he could feel safer. Yo rk City and State. 
So now he too commutes. Churches in the South Bronx also 

" If a minister is willing to live depend on outside assistance from 
in the community, it is a big plus," their denomination. The New York 
says Kirkland . " But I don' t feel like Conferen ce of the United Method-
( can insist on a minister doing ist Church puts money into pastoral 
something I wouldn't do, and I support, though the amount of pro-
w ouldn ' t live in some of these gram assistance it can give has di -
areas." It can be particularly nerve- minished in recent years, Kirkland 
wracking, he adds, for a minister says. Aid also comes to South Bronx 
with children, since they are some- churches from the New York City 
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Society, a United Methodist agency 
that has an income from endow
ments. 

The Board of Global Ministries 
helps in various ways. The National 
Divi sion gives $1500 a year in sal
ary support to Willis Avenue Church 
and $1100 to Tremont Church . 
Grants from the Women 's Division, 
together with City Society funds, 
helped finan ce summer programs in 
the So uth Bronx this year. 

The total amount of aid money 
coming in for South Bronx churches, 
however, hardly seems enough to 
promise anything more than a hold
ing operation. For signs of hope you 
more naturally look to the people 
at work there-peop le such as Sim
mons at Willis Avenue. 

" Many people in the community 
have an image of the church as an 
institution that takes your money 
but doesn't provide any services," 
he has found . "I went into the min
istry to change that image." 

Anyone setting out to minister in 
a place like the South Bronx, he 
says, must love the city and love 
working with its people. Simmons 
is a native of North Carolina who 
came to New York at the age of 15 
and sounds determined to stay. He 
is living in the parsonage adjacent 
to the church and talks of the need 
for twenty-four-hour-a-day, seven
day-a-week availability. 

Sustaining that level of dedication 
over a lifetime will of cou rse re
quire miraculous gifts of grace, but 
the continued willingness of young 
seminary graduates to undertake 
such a ministry offers one of the 
few supports for optimism in the 
South Bronx. 

Simmons points to developments 
that he finds encouraging, such as 
an occasional bit of new housing, 
and he projects an enlarged role for 
the church in stimulating self-help 
projects and developing leadership 
for a community which often re
veals little of the spirit of commu
nity. 

"The church can help the com
munity gain a sense of purpose," he 
says. 

So in an area where he finds many 
old people surviving on dog and 
cat food, plus a little tea and toast, 
Simmons comes to his first pastor
ate with a sense of hope. "I've seen 
too many good things happen to 
give up," he says. • 
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Flexible 
Retirement: 
Challenge to 
the Church 
Charles E. Frazier 

D iscrimination against the el
derly is systematized in many 
ways, but one of the most 

widespread and obvious ways is the 
practice of mandatory or forced re
tirement. Mandatory reti rement po l
icies ignore the personal situation of 
the employee, the value of the 
worker to the employe r, and the ef
fective utiliza tion of manpower re
sources for the common good. 
While this system ce rtainly does not 
always work to the disadva ntage of 
the parties involved, its very inflex
ibi lity makes it unresponsive to 
basic human needs. 

It is hard to understand how such 
a system has gained almost unques
ti oned acceptance. According to 
Erdman Palmore of Duke Universi ty, 
" The practice of compulsory re
tirement apparently became wide
spread only in this century and 
grew along with the swift industrial
ization and growth of large corpo
rations in the early 1900's." The sys
tem has continued to expand and 
now affects a sizable portion of our 
population. A recent Harris survey 
for the National Council on Aging 
revealed that of the 63 percent of 
the public sixty-five and over who 
are retired, 37 percent were forced 
to retire as compared with 61 per
cent who retired by choice. Further
more, mandatory retirement has a 
disproportionate negative effect up
on the poor and the black as re
vealed by the 46 percent of retired 
people with incomes under $3,000 
and the 50 percent of retired blacks 
who said that they had been retired 
against their will (as compared with 
37 percent for the entire retired 
population over 65) . 

Arguments for Current System 
Refuted 

Two basic reasons are generally 
given in support of mandatory re-

Charles E. Frazier is executive secretary, 
Services to the Aging, Health and Wel
fare Ministries Division, BOGM. 

ti rement. The first argument, prob
ab ly important in the origination of 
the system, is that older workers 
must be removed from the work 
fo rce in order to make room for 
you nger workers. An appropriate po
sit ion for the church would be to 
support the social goal of full em
ployment for a// persons w ho need 
or desire to work and to oppose the 
automatic exclusion from the work 
force of any age group, young or 
old. Shifting the victims of forced 
unemployment from one group to 
another should be unacceptab le to 
the ch urch . Furthermore, a flexibl e 
retirement system as proposed be
low provides for ea rly as well as 
late retirement. With the current 
trend toward voluntary early retire
ment, it is not a foregone con-

clusion that the elimination of man
datory policies would result in a 
sizable increase in the potentia l 
work force. Finally, the increase in 
the proportion of older persons in 
our society will contribute to severe 
stra ins on Social Security and other 
pension funds. As a sma ller percent
age of you nger wo rkers have to sup
port an ever growing percentage of 
older retired wo rkers, economic fac
tors may in the future dicta te the 
necessity of persons remaining em
ployed longer. 

A second argument in su pport of 
mandatory retirement at a fixed age 
is that any other system wou ld re
quire individual evaluation and de
cision and would thu s be diffi cult to 
administer. Yet, it is presumably 
through individual eva luation and 



deci si on that a person is hir ed into 
a w o rk force, promoted, or fired. 
W hy should not a person be reti red 
from the work for e by the sa me 
process whi ch is app lied th roughout 
his or her ca ree r? Inter stingly, the 
Harris survey reveals that the majo r
i ty of personnel manag rs favo r a 
more fl exible retirement system. 
Many companies and o rgan iza ti ons 
in fact make such a system w ork to 
the mutua l advantage of ernpl oyer 
and employee. 

Clea rl y, i f mandatory retir ernen t 
practi ces are to be abo lishe I, sonie 

Advantages of Flexible Retirement 

A flexib le reti rement system 
w ould reflect the princi pl es of non
di scrimination , equality o f oppor
tunity, and respec t for persons bet
ter than forced reti remen t at a set 
age. 

The opportunity to continue 
w ork wou ld re lease many o lder per
sons from the enforced poverty of 
retirement (the average income of 
retired persons is about one-half 
that of o lder persons who con
tinue to work) and meet psycho log-

~ 
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workable, fai r re tirement sys tem is 
needed. Under a fl exib le reti rement 
system the question of retirement 
wou ld be determined no t automat
ically by the employee reaching an 
age set by the employer, but rather 
by a mutual examination of the em
ployee's perfo rmance capability and 
desire to continue working. Both em
ployer and employee interests and 
needs would be represented . Wh ile 
such an examination should take 
place in regular annual evaluations, 
there might be a predetermined age 
at which a special retirement evalu
ation is made. Reti rement prior to 
this age would be considered " early 
reti rement", wi th its ow n particular 
provisions, and retirement subse
quent to this age w ould be " late re
tirement" , also with special provi
sions. A flexible retirem en t system 
supports both early reti rement (al 
ready an option fo r many) and late 
retirement. It encourages employer 
and employee to examine the op
tions creatively with the interest o f 
both parties in mind, no t retreating 
behind some automatic mechanism. 

... 

ical and l ife sa tisfaction needs of 
many others. At the same time, per
sons would be free to retire earlier 
if that is their desire. 

Flex ible retirement would make it 
possi ble to better utilize the skill, 
experience, and productive potential 
of our increasing older population 
and thu s contribute to the social 
good. Employers would not be pre
vented from retiring older workers 
w hose performance is unsatisfac
tory. 

Around the country the move to
ward flexib le retirement is gaining 
steam. An increasing number of em
ployers, among them local govern
mental units and major corpora
tions, have adopted or are seriously 
studying a flexible system. The issue 
of mandatory retirement has sur
faced in state legislatures, the U.S. 
Congress, and the courts. 

Ageism and the Church 

W ithin The United Methodist 
Chu rch such a policy would be far 
more consistent with the Social 
Pri nciples whi ch state that "We sup-
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port social policies that integrate 
the aging into the life of the total 
community, including suffi cient in
comes, increased and non-discrimi 
natory employment opportunities. 
Every person has the right and re
sponsibi 1 ity to work for the benefit 
of himse lf and others." 

In March, 1976, after a year of 
considerati on, the United Methodist 
Boa rd of Global Ministries unani
mously adopted the following po licy 
position : 

" The Board of Global Ministries 
stands opposed to forced retirement 
as an unjust system which discrimi 
nates against older persons strictly 
on the basis of chronological age. 
In its place the board favors a flex
ible retirement system based on per
formance capability and desire to 
work." 

Th rough several petitions the 
Board urged the 1976 United Meth
odist General Conference to move 
in the direction of this policy for 
the denomination and as a clear-cut 
social position. 

Although " ageism" and manda
tory retirement never achieved status 
as a major issue, the General Con
ference did take some action. Unfor
tunately this action moved in oppo
site directions at the same time. 

On the one hand General Con
ference, upon motion from the floor 
and without debate, added the word 
" age" to the general provrsron 
which requires all administrative 
agencies and institutions of the 
church to " recruit, employ, utilize, 
recompense, and promote their 
professional staff and other person
nel without regard to race, color, or 
sex . .. " Ironically, the second half 
of this " non-discriminatory" para
graph, now including a prohibition 
against age discrimination, goes on 
to require mandatory retirement of 
agency personnel at age 67! 

In other action, obviously taken 
independently of the above change, 
General Conference lowered the 
mandatory retirement age for bish
ops and ministers. In so doing it 
focused narrowly on its own pre
sumed institutional maintenance. 

In the quadrennium ahead the 
church will be increasingly con
fronted with the realities of ageism 
and will need to clarify its position 
on specific forms of age discrimina
tion, including mandatory retire
ment policies and practices. • 
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Elliott Wright 

ar-e schools or 

" Schools of mission!" A friend in
terrupted my recitation of antici 
pated summer, 1976 activities. /1 And 
after you finish with the mission
aries, are you going to roll band 
ages for the foreign wars?" 

To people unfamiliar with United 
Methodist educational programs, the 
annual Schools of Christian Mission 
can conjure images of Chautauqua 
circuits, institutes for briefing volun
teers out to " convert the heathen" 
and-to my friend-sundry other 
" old-fashioned" religious th in gs. 

I protested his ignorance. " Okay," 
he said, " tell me about schools of 
mission." 

The schools, I explained, were in
troduced around 1910 by the Wom
an's Home Missionary Society, and 
have developed into a strong 
United Methodist Women's program 
influencing the whole Church . I de
scribed the network of regional and 
annual conference schools, careful
ly pointing out that in 1975 nearly 
30,000 women and men partici
pated. I told him about mission 
studies and spiritual growth studies 
and studies aimed at strengthening 
leadership for church and commu
nity. And I stressed that education 
for mission must be inclusive, per
sonal and social. 

" That sounds good," the friend 
replied, " but tell me this : Are the 
mission schools really schools?" 

" What do you mean by 'school',' '. 
asked, thinking I was about to 'be 

tricked by semantics. 
" Don't hedge," he warned. /1 Any

way you define 'school ' it has to do 
with learning. Are your schools of 
mission occasions for real learning 
in the cause of mission, or are they 

Elliott Wright has participated in 
schools of mission as student, teacher, 
and author of a text. 

• • •1ss1on 
schoolsP 

just another round of summer 
church con fe ren ces where people 
talk themse lves into exhaustion and 
eat too much to ward off bore
dom ?" 

My answer was sputtering. I real
ized that, although I wrote a mission 
study a few years back, it had been 
a decade since I had done more 
than put in brief, guest appearances 
at a School of Mission . I . took the 
fri end 's question under advisement 
last summer as I attended a regional 
school as a student, then served as 
an instructor in a conference event 
and, finally, as I talked informally 

MISSION IS 

AWARENESS= 
INSIDE - OUTSIDE 

with persons involved in schools 
across the country. 

One of the 1976 courses helped 
to frame the question bobbing in 
my mind. The People and Systems 
study concentrates on structures af
fecting politics, education, health 
care, religion and women in four 
countries-China, Cuba, Tanzania 
and the United States. If the educa
tion system in the U.S. was under 
scrutiny at Schools of Mission, why 
not take a critical look at that set
ting itself as an educational experi
ence? My concern boiled down to 
this : Is the School of Mission a good 
model for Christian education to
day? 

Personal involvement in two 
schools, even amplified by contacts 
with individuals with first-hand 
knowledge of a dozen more, is 
hardly a scientific sampling of the 
some 125 schools held each year. 
Yet it is sufficient for testing the 
model. While the schools are of 
varying durations (from a week to 
one day) and differ in organization, 
they share a philosophy, a raison 
d'etre, and a common core curric
ulum ; that is, despite a diversity of 
schedules the agenda is the same. 

In my estimation, the Schools of 
Mission represent a time-tested , 
flexible model for helping Christians 
remain sensitive to the persona l and 
service ministries of the Gospel. 
Furthermore, they are one of the 
major reasons United Methodists, 
especially United Methodist Wom
en, retain a keen sense of mission 
in a day when some denominations 
are having trouble mustering sup
port for any kind of outreach. 

The School of Mission model of
fers opportunity for serious study of 
what it means to be Christians to
gether in mission. The model needs 
shoring up around the edges, but it 



is fundamenta lly sound. Its attrac
tiveness stems from two features : 
1) A built-in insistence that study is 
essential to active, informed Chris
tian discipleship, and 2) A pattern 
of study combining emphasis on ma
turing personal spirituality with data 
on the world in which Chri stians 
se rve. 

When study lags, so does commit
ment to the Christian mission, and 
study today lags in a big part of 
Ameri can Protestantism. Of the so
called " main line" denominations, 
the United Methodist Church is one 
of few that vig ilantly encourages 
study for discipleship in m ission and 
takes care to see that a variety of 
study materia ls are available. A chief 
purpose of the regiona l and confer
ence mission schools is to introduce 
studies used during the ensuing year 
on district and local levels of United 
Methodist Women and, in some 
cases, in congregation-wide educa
tion programs. 

One mistaken notion, often heard, 
is that the five regional schools pre
pare teachers for conference schools 
which , in turn, train instructors for 
district or local events. Participa
tion in a regional school is a step 
in one plan to gain accreditation 
for teaching on the conference 
level; many local study leaders at
tend conference schools. Yet Schools 
of Mission are not themselves in
tended as plateaus in a pyramid of 
teacher preparation. If the network 
can be l ikened to a pyramid it is in 
the area of leadership education . 
Conference officers of United Meth
odist Women comprise a significant 
percentage of the enrollees at 
regional schools. Conference 
schools draw many local officers. 
Without doubt, the familiarity of 
these leaders with the studies has 
a spread-effect in promoting use of 
the courses. 

On the national level, planning 
for the Schools of Mission, including 
the preparat ion and/or selection of 
study materials, is handled through 
the Women's Division of the Board 
of Global Ministries. Representative 
school committees, with their own 
deans and staff of elected volun
teers, arrange and conduct confer
ence schools. There is broad con 
sultation in the selection of annual 
studies, usually three in number, all 
actually considered "mission stud
ies" but each somewhat different. 

" Spiritual growth" is virtually syn
onymous with Bible study-of one 
book, such as the 1976 course on 
the Gospel of Mark, and how it il
lumines Christian discipleship, or of 
a topical subject such as next year's 
Women of the Bible. Another study 
exp lores Christian responsibility and 
challenge in some foreign region 
(Southern Africa this year, and the 
Caribbean in 1977). The third char
acteristically has a domestic slant, 
but takes account of the interde
pendent world of which the U.S. 
is a part. That course in the 1976 
schools was People and Systems. In 
some years, there is an additional 
special emphasis, perhaps on lead
ership development or an aspect of 
the United Methodist heritage. 

The ideal is to relate the studies 
in the school experience, and at that 
point the School of Mission model 
needs improvement. In some 
schools, a student enrolls for one 
and only one course, spending sev
eral hours per day, for a week or a 
weekend, with that study. Unless 
inter-relationship can be demon
strated in plenary sessions or 
through multi-skilled resource per
sons, a student of Mark could go 
home with no inkling of the church's 
concern for Southern Africa . Other 
schools expose everyone to the Bible 
study and participants select an
other course for major concentra
tion. This may mean that the spir
itual growth curriculum is explored 
at depth by no group. A third, but 
by no means final option, is to have 
a whole school undertake all studies, 
possibly on a day-at-a-time basis. 
While that covers the spectrum, it 
produces an incredible information 
overload and makes all studies 
superficial introductions. 

The best organizational pattern, 
in my judgment and that of several 
veteran school-goers, is registration 
for one course (as in a "track" sys
tem), to which ten to twelve hours 
of class time would be devoted, 
with careful planning to assure that 
the studies are interrelated in wor
ship, full-group meetings, "sam
plers" (exchanges of classrooms for 
short periods) and optional study 
occasions. 

Week schools are preferable to 
weekends, although the longer 
schools, in which study sessions are 
generally in the mornings and after
noons, frequently make poor use of 
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evening programs. The evening 
hours, available for drawing the 
school together in terms of cross
germination of studies, all too often 
resemble PT A variety shows. 

Problems of integrating the 
studies and coordinating a school 
become particularly acute when the 
event is "cooperative" . United 
Methodist Women are involved in 
every School of Mission . The wom
en, however, are joined by other 
agencies, such as councils of minis
try, in the sponsorship of numerous 
conference schools. Cooperative 
schools may be under pressure to 
include general conference program 
promotion. When that happens, the 
focus of the school as a place of 
study is skewed. 

Informal reports indicate that 
United Methodist Women 's organ
izations in certain conferences are 
currently rethinking the value of 
cooperative schools, and may re
turn to sole sponsorship. for the sake 
of a strong emphasis on mission 
study. This might well be a wise 
decision. 

Three generations of United 
Methodist Women have been in
spired and informed at the schools. 
Long before " people and systems" 
was reduced to a course, the schools 
were probing the systems of govern
ment, health care, education and 
religion that dominate societies, 
and they were training women for 
fuller participation in church and 
society. 

What I fear is that the School of 
Mission model will be passed over, 
dismissed as "something the women 
do," as the whole of the contempo
rary church searches for educational 
schemes to bolster Christian minis
try. Institutions want quick, easy 
answers to challenges, and the 
church is being challenged to edu
cate its people. How soothing to 
find a gimmick to do the job. Easy 
answers, fortunately, are usually no 
answer at all and gimmicks break. 
People know that but order get
smart-quick kits anyway. Mean
while, the School of Mission model 
is there, neither easy nor gimmicky; 
just a reliable, year-in and year-out 
way to enrich . the household of 
faith. Pioneered by church women 
who, in effect, proved that study 
bears spiritual fruit, the model is 
unique,· adaptable and need not 
ever be " old-fashioned." • 



Special Report: BELFAST 

A WALK UP THE SHANi<ILL ROAD 
Over the past seven years, Belfast 

has become a legendary city in the 
sad annals of our time. Next to 
Beirut, it has become the symbol of 
the horrors of civil war. The almost 
uninterrupted series of bombings, 
shootings and maimings have now 
claimed over 1,600 lives and God 
alone knows how many injuries and 
wrecked lives. The bitterness has 
seemed to have become so deep
rooted as to be almost intractable. 

It was therefore with a sense of 
wonder that the news of spontane
ous demonstrations for peace begun 
by women there have reached the 
outside world . Begun in early Au
gust by two young women, one 
Catholic and the other Protestant, 
following the death of three chil
dren during an incident involving a 
car chase, they have grown steadily 
in size and support. On each of 
three Saturdays, women from both 
Protestant and Catholic areas have 
poured forth to ask for an end to 
violence. 

The third of these, on August 28, 
was one of the most moving. Some 
25,000 to 40,000 women, men and 
children marched up the Shankill 
Road to Woodvale Park for a brief 
rally. 

In Belfast, separated into a series 
of sealed-off ghettoes, neighbor
hoods often have the emotional 
significance of battles in more con 
ventional wars. In th is roster, the 
Shankill is a name most laden with 
emotion. Running through a work
ing-class Protestant area, the road 
itself is lined with sealed-up build
ings gutted by fires and bombings. 
The heart of a neighborhood intense-· 
ly "loyalist," it has been forbidden 
and dangerous territory for the past 

Editor Arthur f. Moore was in Ireland 
for the World Methodist Council in 
August. 

seven years to Catholics from the 
adjacent Falls Road, its Catholic 
counterpart, and other areas. 

Downtown Belfast, on the day of 
the rally, looked as much a city un
der siege as reports have indicated. 
British soldiers in camouflage and 
carrying rifles patrolled the streets. 
The tank- like Saracen cruisers 
(a rmoured cars) of the army were 
often to be seen. Shoppers were 
passed through turnstiles into streets 
closed to traffic and searched. 
Busses were searched as they left 
the central terminal. Driving up the 
Shankill Road itself, crowded with 
Saturday shoppers, gave little clue as 
to how the marchers would be re
ceived there. 

There was a good deal of natural 
anxiety in Catholic areas before the 

Arthur J. Moore 

The plan called for groups to 
walk up various routes to converge 
at one intersection of the Shankill. 
When the first contingent from a 
Catholic area got there, the emo
tional tone of the day was set. A 
group from the Protestant strong
hold was there to greet them. " Wel
come to the Shankill,11 they cried, 
and people began to embrace, to 
kiss, and some to weep openly. 

The Shankill Road itself was lined 
with thousands of spectators. Not 
content to stand on the curbs, they 
pressed out into the roadway itself 
so that the marchers were no more 
than five or six abreast. 

The marchers were identified 
chiefly by neighborhoods. There 
were some placards calling for 
peace or identifying groups, but 

'' . . . the last time 
Catholics and Protestants 

had marched together 
on the Shankill Road 
was to ask for bread 

during the great depression . • 
,, 

• 

March began. The vast majority of mostly the signs only read /1 Ander-
these people had not set foot on the sonstown" or " The Fall s" or 
Shankill in many years ; many of the " Ormeau. 11 In Belfast, that is 
younger ones had never been there enough. The place names alone car-
in their lives. ry their history. There was one poig-

As the marchers left their own nant moment when a group walked 
neighborhoods, an ugly incident in by from a neighborhood where a 
the Falls Road underscored the pos- young family had been burned to 
sib ilities of violence. A crowd of death by a gasoline bomb only two 
youths jeered the women, calling nights before the rally. 
them traitors, threw stones and The marchers were predominant-
knocked one woman to the ground . ly women but there were many men 
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and many family groups, with moth
ers pushing prams or fathers hoist
ing children on their shoulders. 
There were priests and nuns in 
clerical garb, a strange sight indeed 
in this neighborhood . There were 
old people, walking with canes, and 
young people in blue jeans. There 
were people obviously middle-class 
but there were many, many more 
from the working class. 

As they stepped into the Shankill , 
waves of applause began to come 
from the spectators . Every now and 
then , someone would reach out to 

" The vast outpouring of popular 
feeling and revulsion against the 
violence was unmistakable and 
genuine." 

touch someone or to pat the per
son on the back. 

Along the route of march, police 
were present but kept a low profile 
at the back of the sidewalks. Mem
bers of the Protestant paramilitary 
groups, such as the Ulster Defense 
Association, lounged inscrutably 
outside the local bars, giving little 
hint of their reaction to this chal
lenge to them and their counter
parts in the Irish Republican Army. 
Police are normally present on the 
Shankill, so their presence did not 
cause alarm . The British Army was 
nowhere to be seen. 

As the crowd approached Wood
vale Park, where the brief rally took 
place, the mood grew increasingly 
lighthearted and quietly exuberant. 
Inside the Park, there was no plat
form, simply a microphone on a 
grassy mound. This was quickly over
run by marchers and television cam
era crews. Throughout most of the 
meeting, there were repeated ap
peals to " clear the mound" includ
ing one request for "the press to fall 
to their knees." 

Two local teenagers with guitars 

led in singing such hymns as " Amaz
ing Grace" while the crowd began 
to fill the park. Sadie Patterson, a 
long-time trade union and peace 
activist, welcomed the marchers on 
behalf of the women of Shankill. A 
woman, probably in her middle six
ties, like many of the women there 
looked more dressed for church or 
a tea party than like someone out 
to stop a civil war. She reminded her 
listeners that the last time Catholics 
and Protestants had marched to
gether on the Shankill Road was to 
ask for bread during the great de
pression of the 1930s but "today 
we walk together as children of the 
King of Kings." 

The religious theme continued 
throughout, as the thousands of 
people held hands and recited the 
Lord 's Prayer, then sang " The Lord's 
My Shepherd" and "Abide With 
Me." (This religious feeling is spon
taneous. Apparently, at the first 
rally, the hymn singing simply began 
in the crowd .) The one more secu
lar note came when the service was 
halted, to allow " the thousands 
more still on the Shankill" to enter 
the Park and Betty Williams, one of 
the two young women who have or
ganized the marches, suggested 
singing " When Irish Eyes are Smil
ing." 

Mrs. Williams led the crowd in 
a solemn recitation in the "Declara
tion of the Peace People." "We have 
a simple message for the world from 
this movement for peace. We want 
to live and love and build a just and 
peaceful society. We want for our 
children as we want for ourselves, 
our lives at home, at work and at 
play to be lives of joy and peace. 
We recognize that to build such a 
life demands of all of us dedication, 
hard work and courage. We recog
nize that there are many problems 
in our society which are a source 
of conflict and violence. We recog
nize that every bullet fired and every 
exploding bomb makes that work 
more difficult. We reject the use of 
the bomb and the bullet and all the 
techniques of violence. We dedicate 
ourselves to working with our 
neighbors, near and far, day in and 
day out, to building that peaceful 
society in which the tragedies we 
have known are a bad memory and 
a continuing warning." 

Mairead Corrigan, the other organ
izer of the rallies, echoed those 
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themes in a brief talk . Referring to the 
mountains in the distance, she said 
that she had always thought the 
mountains were the most beautiful 
things but now she realized that the 
people of Northern Ireland were the 
most beautiful . " As a child, I walked 
with my mother from the Falls Road 
to the Shankill. I never thought then 
there was any difference and now I 
know there is no difference." She 
exhorted them to work in their 
neighborhoods and not think " they 
had done their bit" by marching. 

By this time the Park was 
crowded. Banners from other parts 
of Northern Ireland, such as Derry 
and Armagh, bobbed above the 
crowd . It was announced that next 
week's march would be in Derry. 
Then the massed thousands upon 
thousands of people crossed their 
arms, took their neighbors' hands, 
and sang " Auld Lang Syne." People 
could be heard assuring others that 
they would meet again next week. 

Originally, the crowd should have 
dispersed there and left individually, 
but still remembering their arrival , 
they formed back in groups and 
marched down the Shankill to their 
busses and their neighborhoods. As 
they left, they were again cheered 
and applauded. 

What will happen to the peace 
movement in Northern Ireland is 
hard to predict. The women them
selves know that the rallies have al
most run their course and have 
call ed for work in communities. The 
violence has not stopped. As I left 
Belfast that evening after the rally, 
the train to Dublin was halted be
cause of a bomb on the tracks and 
we were bussed across the border 
into the Republic. Later that night 
a bomb went off in a bar in Belfast 
and injured many people. The 
dreadful roll call goes on. 

And yet the vast outpouring of 
popular feeling and revulsion against 
the violence was unmistakable and 
genuine. No one organized those 
people. They came out of their own 
deep needs and feelings. 

Because of the religious strain in 
the peace movement, it is common 
for people to talk about it as a 
"miracle." I am not sure how seman
tically sound that is, in either reli
gious or scientific terms. But for the 
people who were there in Belfast 
that day, the word feels right. • 
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PEOPLE AND SYSTEMS PACKET. 
New York, 1975: Friendship Press, 
$6.95. The packet contains four book
lets and a guide, each of which may 
be ordered separately. They are: 
China : People Questions, $1.75; 
Cuba: People Questions, $1.75; Tan
zania: People Questions, $1.75; United 
States: People Questions, $1.25; 
Guide on People and Systems, $1.00. 
This mission study tries a new ap-

proach . It examines how each of four 
countries deals with five major issues
education, health care, religion, the role 
and status of women and work. In this 
packet, four booklets cover these areas 
in each of the four countries being 
studied-China, Cuba, Tanzania and the 
U.S.A. 

The virtues and defects of this ap
proach are immediately apparent. A 
great deal of information is available 
here, wri tten by a variety of people with 
knowledge of their respective fields. 

The problems are perhaps even more 
evident. There is simply too much ma
terial here for most people to get 
through without skilled guidance. The 
role of the teacher is more than ordi
narily important here. Frankly, it is hard 
to know how most teachers will whip 
all of this material into any kind of 
manageable form. 

The other major drawback to this 
approach is that the articles (all 23) 
are wri tten by persons with a vested in
terest in either the country or the sub
ject being discussed or both . This leads 
to either apologetics (most notably in 
the cases of China and Cuba) or stem 
self-criticism (in the case of the United 
States). An overall even-handedness of 
approach is lacking. 

Interestingly enough, this lack of 
balance is less marked in certain sub
jects than in others. The articles on re
ligion seem to be the most objective in 
tone; those on education and health care 
the most strident and polemical. In 
terms of detached treatment of countries 
the booklet on Tanzania is probably th~ 
most successful . 

These cautions aside, there is much 
material of interest here. Properly used 
these books can be of value in seeing 
how these important fields are dealt 
with under different political and social 
systems today. 

A.J.M. 

RUSSIA, THE PEOPLE AND THE 
POWER, by Robert G. Kaiser, New 
York, 1976: Athenaeum, 499 pages, 
$12.95. 
The "People and Systems" study 

includes one example from the First 
World-the United States-and three 
from the Third World, Tanzania, Cuba, 
and Chfoa. Unfortunately, there is no 
example from the Second World, the 
Soviet bloc nations, yet there are cur
rently a number of good books on the 
Soviet Union. 

One of the best is Robert G. Kaiser's 
Russia, the Peop"le and the Power. It 
should be required reading for anyone 
convinced the salvation of everyone is 
state planning, and that the worst thing 
in the world is the profit motive. 

The Soviet Union, of course, is a wel
fare state. It provides cheap housing 
for its citizens, guaranteed employment, 
free educa tion at all levels, free medical 
care, subsidized day care for infants, 
and pensions for the old and disabled. 
These accomplishments are not incon
siderable. The State attempts to remove 
uncertainty from life and enfold each 
citizen in a security blanket. 

But if one looks deeper, as Kaiser was 
able to do during three years as the 
Washington Post's Moscow correspon
dent, one finds a system in which qual
ity is sacrificed to quantity, inefficiency 
and shoddiness are pervasive, and a 
spirit of Pokasuka, or "appearance,'' is 
more irnportant than actual production . 
Sixty years after the Bolshevik Revolu
tion the country's authorities still regard 
any expression of opposition as a state
ment on behalf of the czar. 

Take, for instance, the five issues in 
the Peop"les and Systems study: Educa
tion, Health Care, Religion, Work, the 
Role and Status of Women. 

The emphasis in the Soviet Union's 
educational system is on conformity, rote 
learn ing, and discipline. The goal of 
Soviet education, says Kaiser, "is not to 
produce men and women of great in
tellectual breadth, originality and crea
tivity. On the contrary, none of these is 
sought. Soviet education is supposed to 
supply the country with specialists who 
can make it work, specialists with lim
ited competence in narrow fields ." 

Promotions within the educational 
system are based on non-academic 
criteria, chiefly Party faithfulness . 
Kaiser found that the head of a presti
gious academic society was an authority 
on pipe welding. Soviet scientists have 
produced only a handful of Nobel Prize 
winners. 

Individual teachers can make a dif
ference, of course, and here and there 
some schools try to be different, but not 
for long. Kaiser found a high school in 
Moscow where the students were listen
ing to popular recordings, such as Jesus 
Christ, Superstar, and wearing Levi's or 

Wranglers jeans. But in 1972 authorities 
closed the school. One former student 
told him : "The atmosphere there was 
too free. We had a Russian literature 
teacher who told us that Solzhenitsyn 
was the best living Russian writer." 

On the surface the Soviet Union's 
health care system is impressive. The 
government builds hospitals and clinics 
and trains more doctors than anywhere 
in the world . It also assigns doctors to 
work where they are needed, not just 
where they can make the most money. 
Even more surprising, Russian doctors 
still believe in house calls. But Kaiser 
found that there is much more emphasis 
on the extent of medical care than on its 
quality. Hospitals are irregularly sup
plied with drugs and medicines. The 
newest antibiotics and miracle drugs are 
generally not available except in the 
special hospitals for high offi cials. There 
is an enormous black market in medi
cines. As for dentistry, it runs heavily to 
extractions. It is very difficult to find any 
adult with a good set of teeth. Soviet 
doctors are poorly paid. 

With regard to work, Kaiser says flat
ly, "Sloppiness is endemic- in fact it 
is the national standard." One rarely 
encounters pride in workmanship, cer
tainly not in anything produced to fulfill 
the State's plan. 

Factories have to meet specified pro
duction goals each month. The usual 
custom is to loaf through the first half 
of the month, then begin to gear up and 
finally work overtime the last few days 
to fulfill the requirements of the Plan. 

Everywhere the spirit of free enter
prise rears its ugly head the people 
seem to appreciate it. In agriculture, 
much more food is produced on a per 
acre basis on the small plots farmers 
work for themselves than on the huge 
state-run farms. In the city of Odessa, 
according to a newspaper of a Soviet 
trade union, "not a single shoe repair
man in the city wants to work for the 
state cobbler because there he has to 
work in a small, cold doghouse, whereas 
at home he can create good working 
conditions for himself and make a lot of 
money." 

As for the role of religion, we are 
aware of the precarious situation of 
Soviet Jews and Kaiser devotes con
siderable space to this problem. Inter
estingly, he does not think that such 
measures as the "Jackson Amendment," 
which attempts to pressure the Soviet 
Union on the Jewish issue in return for 
trade agreements is helpful ; in fact, such 
measures he says may have exactly the 
opposite effect. (One can only think 
how we would react if another country 
attempted to influence our handling of 
the race problem, for instance.) 

The status quo in Russia these days, 
says Kaiser, is that the church seems 
to endure the state's interference, and 
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the state endures the church's existence. 
Some es timates are that 30-50 million 
Russians regard themselves as believers 
and attend church at least occasionally. 
(The Communist Party has about 14 
million members, so there are more 
Christians than Communists in Russia.) 
The state may disapprove, but it does 
not forbid its citizens to practice their 
religion . The Church, however, is not 
really free. The State strictly forbids any 
form of organized religious instmction 
for children and restricts enrollment in 
seminaries. Every E aster the Party mo
bilizes members of the Young Commu
nists league to taunt and harass Chtis
tians going to church . 

The status and role of women is the 
most difficult area to describe. Because 
of World War II, women comprise 54 
percent of the Russian population. Sixty 
percent of the country's college grad
uates are women and many are in top 
positions in the sciences. But women 
also have the greatest burden in the 
Russian family. Most also hold full-time 
jobs-for which they get a month's holi
day just like the men. (However, most 
Soviet parents end up taking separate 
holidays .) Since the burden of house
work falls entirely on the woman wheth
er she is working or not, her job is 
doubly difficult. And she has few of the 
labor-saving devices American women 
have. Less than half of all Soviet house
holds have a refrigerator, slightly more 
than half have a washing machine, one 
family in seven has a vacuum cleaner. 
No clothes dryer or dish washer is made 
in the USSR, nor is there an effective 
dishwashing detergent. Shopping is very 
difficult because it involves frequent 
standing in line for different items. And, 
of course, many women also do hard 
physical labor, such as working on street 
gangs or repairing river banks. 

Kaiser's book would be a good sup
plement to the People and Systems 
study, if for no other reason than to 
say it is unnecessary to be starry-eyed 
about other "systems" in order to be 
critical of our own. 

C.E.B. 

THE ALMS RACE: The Impact of 
American Voluntary Aid Abroad, by 
Eugene Linden. New York, 1976: 
Random House, 268 pages, $10. 

Why do we give to charity? What 
good results from our gifts? Are we in
advertently contributing to the very ills 
we are hoping to alleviate? Is develop
ment aid primarily a contribution to a 
free enterprise consumer system rather 
than a disinterested help to the needy? 
Who really benefits from our largesse, 
if anyone? 

Disturbing questions such as these, 
and many more, are probed at length 
in this brilliantly titled, exceedingly con-
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t:roversial book. It is a volume worth 
reading though it is guaranteed to an
ger the kindly American charitable 
giver who wants to "do good" with a 
financial con tribution. It is apt to pro
voke even greater discomfort in the of
fices of voluntary seIVice agencies, re
ligious and secular, whose very lives and 
purposes are challenged . 

The particular case history dissected 
at length is that of CARE, the well
known pos t World War II relief agency 
that made "Care packages" a household 
word, and over the years evolved into 
a major "development agency" depend
ent for 85% of its resources on U.S. gov
ernment funds and supplies. With the 
full and commendable cooperation of 
CARE itself, Mr. Linden analyzes 
CARE's program in the poverty-stricken 
southern African nation of Lesotho. His 
research seems careful , his analysis is 
painstaking, his conclusions are clear. 
Relentlessly he ques tions the dearly-held 
concepts that development aid really 
helps, that good intentions usually lead 
to good results, tha t U.S. voluntary as
sistance abroad helps eradicate the root 
causes of poverty, and that technical as
sis tance overseas contributes towards the 
improvement of "underdeveloped" so
cieties. Linden is uniformly negative on 
every count. 

He goes further. His analysis leads 
him to suspect that U.S. aid abroad de
stroys cultures and societies that were 
reasonably adequate before "help" ar
rived. He believes that the assistance 
frequently produces previousl y non-ex
istent problems, including poverty itself. 
And if this is not enough, he be
lieves that the greatest beneficiaries of 
aid are not the intended recipients but 
rather the persons and agencies that ad
minister or deliver the aid. If all this is 
true and widespread, as he asserts, then 
surely it is "something to think about 
the next time you reach for your wallet" 

·to contribute to the charity of your 
choice. 

Despite all the negativism, the book 
is exceedingly useful . Voluntary service 
agencies that conceive of their task to 
be development assistance will do well 
not to dismiss the analysis too quickly. 
It would be easy to write off CARE, 
but the issues apply to many types of 
aid, including that provided by boards 
of mission in the name of Jesus Christ. 
111e evidence Linden marshals is too 
impressive to shrug off. 

Also, all of us who contribute amounts 
large or small to charitable causes will 
be helped to examine some of our hid
den motivations as we give. Perhaps 
more than we suspect we are driven by 
guilt, salving our consciences, avoiding 
hard issues. It is especially useful to pon
der the relationships Linden traces be
tween the free enterprise consumer so-



ci ty of th West and the kind of 
"d v lopment" to ' hich we contribut 
-infrastructur and all- that turns ov r
seas nation into improved markets and 
indu trial counterparts. 

Th problem with the book, withou t 
disparaging mu h careful thought in it, 
is in the ar as of assumptions and alter
natives. ome of the stated , but unex
amined , assumptions are mind-boggling. 
In th area of religious fai th and Chris
tian mission this is especially so. Here 
ar three quotes, by way of illustra tion : 

" 1is ionary fervor is not some intense 
altruistic des ire, but rather a press ing 
n ed on the part of the missionary. By 
spreading disease, by undermining tra
dition , by op ning areas for coloniza
tion and slave trading, and by ou tright 
exploitation, m1ss10naries have kill d 
more aborigines and spread more ruina
tion in their desire to save souls than 
they might have had they willfully set 
out with inimical purpose in the first 
place" ( p . 21 ). 

"Chri tianity permits an even greater 
fl exibility than that offered by the moral 
license of the Old Testament. Christ 
serves as a psychic sponge, absorbing 
the sins of man, a service which takes 
considerable responsibility off the indi
vidual. One is permitted to sin and then 
redeem oneself through confession or 
through acts of charity" (p. 245 ) . 

'When polytheism allows nature to 
control man through a host of gods, 
monotheism reduces nature to so much 
raw material, placed at man's disposal 
by God, who, coincidentally, is a look
alike for man" ( p . 244 ) . 

If such sta tements are assumed to be 
self evident, one cannot help but won
der at the mindset which leavens the 
rest of the book. They do not automati
cally invalidate the author's main theses, 
but they do raise serious questions re
garding his frame of reference. 

As for alternatives, the problem is 
that he offers none. Probably the im
plication of the book for most readers is 
that charity is so nefarious that it is 
best to give up giving, dismantle all 
charitable agencies, and be done with 
the whole sordid business. He does not 
say that, but it is difficult to come to any 
other conclusion. Is it not just possible 
that some charity has done some good, 
that some development efforts, however 
ambiguous, have had positive values, 
that CARE and Lesotho are not norm
ative? Linden has every right to his 
opinions, and perhaps even to his preju
dices, but some of the rest of us may 
demur and continue to struggle to find 
ways in which the rich world is not 
allowed to be excused from confronta
tion of the need for some radical redis
tribution of its wealth. Charity, to be 
sure, is not such a radical redistribution, 
but in a shrinking interdependent world, 
like it or not, some sort of conscience 

and some volun tary actions that are less 
than self-interested ar desirable. The 
complexi ties Linden dissects are real. 
Had he offered a few constructive steps 
ahead, beyond either despai r or cyni
cism, he might have helped us all more 
than h docs. 

EucE E L. STOCKWELL 

Dr. Stockwell is Associate General 
Secretary, Division of Overseas Min
istries, of the National Council of 
Churches. He is a former United 
Methodist missionary in Latin America 
and assistant general secretary of the 
United Methodist Board of Missions, 
World Division. 

CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY IN A 
HUNGRY WORLD, by C. Dean 
Freudenberger and Paul M. Minus, 
Jr. , 1976: Abingdon Press, $2.50, 
128 pp. 
Two of the most knowledgeable per

sons in the United Methodist Church on 
world hunger have written a very read
able book that should be in the hands 
of everyone concerned about hunger, 
especially those on local church and An
nual Conference Hunger Task Forces. 
The authors are Dean Freudenberger, a 
former agricultural missionary in Zaire, 
who is visiting associate professor of In
ternational Development Studies and 
Ecumenics at Southern California 
School of Theology at Claremont, and 
Paul Minus, professor of church history 
at Methodist Theological School in 
Delaware, Ohio, who served as chair
person of a Board of Global Ministries 
Hunger Task Force. 

The key to this slender but important 
book is found in its opening pages : 
"Hunger is the human family's most 
devastating foe, but it is also the most 
conquerable." The authors go on to 
make the bold assertion that "adequate 
technical knowledge, ethical wisdom, 
and economic resources exist today to 
overcome hunger within two decades'' 
(italics mine). But they hasten to add
in the same sentence-''if these assets 
are put to immediate, informed, and sus
tained use" (author's italics). The condi
tions, of course, are essential and keep 
Freudenberger and Minus from sounding 
like utopian dreamers . 

Before one can deal properly with the 
"assets" in combatting hunger, one must 
be informed about the causes. Ten 
causes are listed, and the reader is 
struck by the fact that we in the U.S . 
are involved in a number of them. World
wide business expansion of the de
veloped nations (including the U.S. and 
multi-national corporations) that often 
shows little regard for the well-being of 
persons or land in the Third World coun
tries, and the U.S. promotion of arms 
sales to food-deficit nations when those 
nations need food far more than military 

defense, are but two examples. The au
thors are not suggesting, however, that 
it is our responsibi lity to feed the hungry 
people of the world. Rather, they are 
saying that we must help the food-defi
cit nations become able to produce a 
sufficient food supply within their own 
borders. 

The "assets" of which the authors 
speak, available for the war against hun
ger, are within ourselves. They urge us 
to take on new lifes tyles that end waste 
and help the poor receive their just share 
of the earth 's resources. 

We are urged to enlarge our concern 
for redemption (beyond other-worldl y 
and individual salvation) to include re
demption of economic and governmental 
sys tems that deny adequate nutrition to 
multitudes of people. This entails the 
courage to voice God's judgment within 
church and political structures and the 
willingness to work within those struc
tures until bread and justice are avail
able for everyone. 

On the basis of how we have used our 
"assets" thus far, there is reason for pes
simism. Yet there is room for hope and 
even optimism! Freudenberger and 
Minus discuss reordering public priori
ties and specific signs of promise: the 
fo1mation of the World Food Council ; 
agencies in the U.S ., such as Bread for 
the World and the Inter-religious Task 
Force on U.S. Food Policy, which play 
important roles in the struggle in addi
tion to the work of denominations. 

But, as the authors point out in the 
beginning of their book, "The critical 
question is this: Does the well-fed world 
have the will to engage in the battle? 
And more especially: Shall we affiuent 
Americans make the necessary commit
ment of ourselves to the battle?" 

F RANK SMITH 

Frank Smith coordinates the hunger pro
grams of UMCOR and staffs the Board 
of Global Ministries Inter-Divisional 
Hunger Coordinating Committee. 
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I was motivated to write, though, because 
felt that you were at least as simplistic as 

those you criticized . I am not a specially 
trained ethicist. Perhaps I am not as aware 
as I ought to be in such matters. I cannot 
help but believe, though , that the relationship 
b tween home and personal li fe and public or 
official life, is not as simply related as you 

DISAGREE WITH EDITORIAL 

eem to be indicating that it is. Character and 
integrity are the issues, and they are not 
switched on and off when going from one sec
tor to another. I do not want ' to insult your in
telligence by implying that you have fail ed 
to consider this matter. However, I felt that 
your judgement of simplistic puritanism was 
equally simplistic. 

I am wtiting in response to the ed itorial 
in the July-August issue which dealt with 
recent Washington scandals. I want to agree 
that far too much has been made in th e press 
of the whole matter. This seems especially 
true in the area of judgements that have been 
made of those involved. It is indeed re
grettable that sexual misconduct is viewed with 
such particular di tress. 

( REv.) DoN ADAMS 

Victory Memorial United Methodist 
Church 
Indianapolis , Indiana 

Join The Calcut fa 
Afilk 
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Dateline: 
Calcutta, 

India 

Each dawn reveals the start of a program to feed thousands of 
undernourished children. On street corners , in courtyards, at 
churches-children gather for a morning meal of milk , 
chapatis and other high protein food . This Is love In action. 
A UMCOR project-one of many United Methodist Child 
Support programs-which minister to more than a million 
children each day . In India UMCOR works with CASA 
(Church's Auxiliary for Social Action) to provide better 
education , medical care, and homes for children and adults. 

Become a part of the daily milk run. 
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QUESTION OF HYPOCRISY? 
Boy, am I a con.fused person. I have before 

me the Bishop's Call for Peace and Self
Development of Peoples, issued at the General 
Conf rence held in Atlanta, 1972. I also have 
before me the July-August issue of New World 
Outlook. In this issue I read th at Bishop Mat
thews supports the repressive measures which 
Prime Minister Canc!J1i has instituted in India. 

My question is this: How can a Bishop of 
the United Methodist Church sign the above 
mentioned declaration in 1972 and tum arourrd 
and support repressive measures as are now in 
force in India? 

It seems to me that, when cl urch officials 
object to repress ive measures in South Korea 
and support repressive measures in India 
they are bordering on being hypocri tes. ' 

0 . DtLLO EAL 

Wichita, Kansas 

BIASED STANDARD ON AFRICA 
Your June issue brings out your biased stan

dard on human rights violations. Where in the 
African continent exists a nation which comes 
with clean hands to judge the Republic of 
South Africa or Rhodesia? You name it, if you 
can. It is not on any map that truthful people 
know. There is no guarantee for the safe future 
of the African continent found in appeasing 
Black African states who are one inch from 
savagery, and are as gui lty of apartheid of 
tribes and have ruthlessly suppressed dissent 
and have harshly applied more racially based 
laws than South Africa ever has, and which 
don't even have the saving grace of intel
ligence, industry and common ordinary good 
sense and stability to excuse them. . .. 

LYLE CnAVJNK 

Fairfield, California 

CHURCH BLOWN BY PRESSURE GROUPS 
In reading the annual report of the Board 

of Global Ministries (April New World Out
look), I was struck by the sentence, "Empow
erment is the new 'in' word of the National 
Division." For a church-sponsored division [to 
be] blown by the wind of pressure groups is 
a sad commentary on our church. 

Do we forget that Jesus lived in a cow1try 
that was under the administration of an op
pressive foreign government? Yet, when He 
told his disciples that the Holy Spirit would 
come to give them power, He made no refer
ence to the power to overthrow the oppressors. 
He did not yield to the pressure of the Zealots . 

If we read again the story of His tempta
tion with this point in view we can see that 
he was tempted to use His power to alter the 
economic system (change stones into bread), 
to get the headlines (to jump from the pin
nacle of the temple), and to take over political 
power (take over the kingdoms of this world 
and the glory of them). But His response was, 
"You shall worship the Lord your Cod and 
Him only shall you serve." 

It is sad to note that no mention is made 
of the power of the Lord or Holy Spirit at 
work through the church until we reach the 
next-to-the-last paragraph. 

I cannot claim to know the heartaches of 
the Japanese-Americans thrown into the prison 
camps during World War II, nor the agony 
of the Blacks in the big city forced to live on 
welfare because there is "no job available." 
Yet, I believe that the message of the Gospel 
still can bring hope and light to such. 

( Dn.) DONALD E . RucH 
United Methodist Missionary 
Delhi, India 
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KOREA IMPRISONS CHRISTIANS 
FOR CRITICIZING GOVERNMENT 

Eighteen prominent South Korean re
ligious and political leaders-all Chris
tians-were given tough prison senten
ces after being convicted in Seoul on 
charges of violating a 1975 decree ban
ning all criticism of President Park 
Chung Hee or of the country's Constitu
tion. 

Cardinal Stephen Sou Hwan Kim , 
Archbishop of Seoul, and the leader 
of South Korea's Catholic minority, 
called the court's verdict "a tragedy, not 
only for the people involved but for the 
whole country." 

Yun Po Sun, a 79-year-old former 
President of South Korea and a Pres
byterian, received an eight-year sen- . 
tence, as did Roman Catholic Kim D ae 
Jung, 51, an opposition leader who nar
rowly lost to President Park in the 1972 
elections. 

Also given eight-year terms were H am 
Suk Han, a 75-year-old Quaker leader, 
and the Rev. Moon Ik-whan, a minister. 

Presbyterian Lee Oo-chung, President 
of the Korean Church Women United, 
was handed a five-year sentence. So 
were Lee Tae-yong, the country's first 
woman lawyer, and her husband, 
Chung 11-hyung, 72, the oldest member 
of the ew Democratic (opposition ) 
Party and a former Foreign Minister. 
The couple are Methodist. 

Prison sentences ranging from five to 
two years were meted out to the re
maining 11 defendants, who included 
Roman Catholic priests, former (Pres
byterian) theology professors, and Prot
estant pastors . 

The case arose from the reading at a 
special ecumenical service celebrated in 
Seoul's Myongdong Catholic Cathedral 
of a declaration calling for restoration of 
democracy and the resignation of Presi
dent Park. The statement was signed by 
13 of the 18 defendants. The incident 
took place on March 1, 1976, Korean 
Independence Day. 

All 18, who went on trial on May 4, 
were charged under Emergency Meas
ure No. 9, issued by President Park in 
1975 to stifle all criticism of him and 
of his regime and of the 1972 Constitu
tion under which Mr. Park can stay in 

RNS Photos 

CHURCHMEN EXCHANGE IDEAS 
GENEVA-Churchmen from many denominations gathered in Geneva during the 

meeting of the World Council of Churches' Central Committee to exchange ideas and 
develop policies for the ecumenical organization. 

At top, Dr. Carl H. Mau, Jr. (le~), general secretary of the Lutheran World Federa
tion, chats with Archbishop Janis Matulis of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia. 

Below, the Rev. Edmond Perret, general secretary of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, talks with Dr. Philip Potter (center), World Council general secretary. 

The 130-member Central Committee set up an Advisory Group to study violations of 
human rights around the world, deplored the South African government's apartheid poli
cies, and authorized the operation of an Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society as 
soon as $1 million is in hand. 
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H a n d-colo1·ed p hotogrnp h 
of your church o r a n y 
scen e on pretty 10% -inch 
gold- r im p lates. O rde rs 
fi ll ed fo r on e dozen or 
mo re p lates . Also ch u r ch 
note paper in Qua n tity. 
W t· ite for free in form a
tion. DEPT. WO 

FERRELL'S ART WARE 
Appomattox. Vi rginia 24522 

You can be 

a part of 
something big 
See the new World Ser
vice film - "A Part of 
Something Big" and 
learn how. 
Order from your con
ference AV library, or 
rent at $10 from United 
Methodist Film Service, 
1525 McGavock St., 
Nashville, Tenn. 37203. 

D iscuss i on materia l s and 
pub l i city for " A Part of 
Something Big" can be ordered 
from United Methodist Com
munications, 1200 Davis St., 
Evanston, Il l. 60201 . 

WORLD SERVICE Is people serving people 

For your next 
fund-raising 
project: 

GO NUTS 
... with 
shelled pecans 
Thames selects . shells and packages 
only the meatiest . freshest and 
tastiest pecans. They're great for 
p ies . pralines . fudge . personal and 
bus iness gifts or for eating right out 
of the package. For fund-raising it's a 
" nutty" idea that sells fast for big 
profit . 

• Available in 12-oz. and 16-oz. 
packages 

• Ask for executive gift list or fund
raising plan (or both) 

WRITE NOW! H . M. THAMES PECAN CO .. INC. 
Dept. 19 P. 0 . Box 2206, Mobile. Al . 36601 

office indefinitely, wielding virtually dic
tatorial powers. 

A three-judge panel of the Seoul Dis
trict Criminal Court ruled that the de
fendants had "distorted the political 
situation by claiming there was no free
dom in this country." 

The judges also said the defendants 
had "slandered" the Constitution. 

MINISTERS, IN POLL, PLACE 
PRIORITY ON PASTORAL CARE 

An ecumenical poll of 2,490 ministers 
in five Protestant denominations, spon
sored by the National Council of 
Churches, has found that most give low 
priority to speaking out on social issues 
or working for social justice. 

In general, the clergy surveyed felt 
that the most important task of the 
church is helping members to be Chris
tians in all aspects of their lives. Sermon 
preparation received the most attention 
of a list of activities engaged in each 
week by the ministers polled. 

The survey, which was taken from 
December 1975 through January 1976, 
involved clergy of the Reformed Church 
in America, United Church of Christ, 
United Methodist Church, United Pres
byterian Church, and United Church 
of Canada. It was said to be the first 
such ecumenical poll taken. 

It was conducted for the NCC's Office 
of Research, Evaluation and Planning 
under the supervision of Douglas W. 
Johnson, executive director of the Insti
tute for Church Development, Ridge
wood, N.J. 

Report of the survey results found 
that "denominations are not providing 
the amount of pastoral care that minis
ters would like to have or feel they 
need. Seven out of ten want such care. 
This would deal with such feelings as 
loneliness and frustration as well as 
other issues." 

Denominational breakdowns indicated 
that "the provision of pastoral care ap
pears to be intimately related to de
nominational polity and organization." 
The report said that "it appears, from 
the clergy's point of view, that the polity 
and organization of the more free tradi
tion is less likely to help them during 
their periods of personal need than is 
the case of a connectional system as 
represented by the United Methodists." 

In the area of preparation for minis
try, biblical studies ranked as the most 
important element of the curriculum. 
This category was considered "very im
portant" by 87 per cent of the respon
dents. 

In contrast, the report said, "theologi
cal studies was a more distant second 

48 [464] New World Outlook • October 1976 

RNS Photos 

POLICE RESPOND TO RIOTERS 
CAPETOWN, South Africa-Members 

of the Penninsula Riot Squad prepare to 
fire tear gas (top photo ) into a crowd of 
rioters and an injured man is aided (bot
tom photo ) during rioting in the "coloured" 
township of Bonteheuwel near Capetown. 
As anti-government violence spread in 
South Africa, divisions in the country's 
black population became apparent when 
Zulu vigilante groups attacked young dem
onstraters in the black township of Soweto 
near Johannesburg. 

(ranked 'very important' by 61 per 
cent ) than would be expected . The 
practical necessity of working with peo
ple in trouble elevated preparation in 
counseling to the third level of impor
tance (ranked 'very important' by 52 
per cent ) ." 

Another question in the survey asked 
respondents to indicate the effectiveness 
of their training in various categories. 
This found that "the least effective train
ing occurred in membership recruit
ment." The report commented, "One 
wonders the correlation between the in
effective nature of such training and the 
decline of church members experienced 
by the de~ominations participating in 
the survey. 

The survey report also emphasized 
that "Christian education is one of the 
four subjects with the greatest disparity 
between importance and effectiveness of 
training. This is a general indictment of 
the quality of Christian education prep-
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aration of parish cl rg in th s denomi
nations.' 

Two questions dealt with reactions to 
the program s of cumenical organiza
tions. Th first a k d wheth r such agen
ci a the ational and \Vorld oun ils 
of Churche and th Consultation on 

hurch Union ar "valid expre sions of 
mini try," and th other asked for an 
indi ation of the degr e of approval of 
the programs and positions of the a
tional ounci l of Churches. 

\Vith regard to the fir st, the three 
agencies listed received a higher re
sponse in Canada than in the United 
States. About two- thirds of the U .S. re
spondents considered th m "valid ex
p ressions of ministry," compar d with 
81 percent of the Canadian clergy. 

The second ques tion, regarding agree
m nt with the ICC, found nearly 73 
per cent of the Canadian clergy in 
agreement with their National Council 
of Chmches, while 57 per cent of the 

.S. clergy approved of their nati onal 
ecumenical agency. 

Denominational br akdowns on these 
two questions found the most positive 
r sponses coming from the United 
Church of Canada, while the least favor
able came from the Reform ed Church 
in America. 

Despite the generally low ranking of 
social-action priorities by respondents, 
the survey report also found that a great 
variation among denominations occurred 
on this item regardin g the ranking of 
the most impoitant tasks facing the 
church today. 

The report said that "leading the way 
in social issues" was more important than 
either "care of the old" or "supporting 
world mission" for the United Church 
of Canada clergy. In conh·ast , it added, 
this item "was almost of no concern for 
Reformed Church in America clergy, 
who gave it a mean rank of 4.60." (The 
scale went from a rank of 1 for "very 
important" through higher numbers on 
an open-ended scale of decreasing im
portance.) 

A question asking respondents to in
dicate which ministerial tasks they felt 
they had sp ent "too little time" in found 
61 per cent giving hom e visitation a 
prominent ranking. The report com
mented, "This is a rather interesting 
stati tic given the discussion in recent 
years about whether or not ministers 
should devote a great deal of time to 
home visitation. Obviously this group 
feels that they did not do enough, which 
uggests that they are inclined toward 

member home visitation ." 
One series of questions asked opinions 

on gun control. Regi tration of all fire-

arms was supported by 72 per c nt of 
the respond nts, Ii nsin g of all gun 
owners re eiv d an affirmati ve respons 
from 51.5 per cent, and the banning of all 
handguns from pri vate ownership and 
use exc pt in ex trem ly limited in-
tances was endorsed by 49.9 per cent. 

Other ques tions in th survey d alt 
with personal characteristics (age, sex, 
race, marital status) , education, nature 
of empl oy ment, and salaries. 

(Copies of the survey report are 
available at $1.50 ach from the Office 
of Research, Evaluati on and Planning of 
the ational Council of Churches, 475 
Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027.) 

( RNS) 

UM BISHOP FINDS IN ANGOLA 
OPENNESS AND CHURCH GROWTH 

A growing church and a new open
ness and relaxation are the major 
changes a United Methodist bishop saw 
in Angola this summer, 15 years since 
he was last th re. 

Bishop Ralph E. Dodge visited Aug. 
23-24 in Luanda, capital of Angola, a 
nation for which he was bishop from 
1956 to 1964 but which he was pre
vented from visiting after 1961. He is 
now retired and living in Springfield, 
Mo. He was in Africa as official repr -
sentative of the denomination's Council 
of Bishops to the Augu t meeting of the 
Africa Central Conference at Mindolo, 
Zambia. 

During that 15 years, United Meth
odist congregations in Luanda have 
grown from 3 to 15, although rural 
churches have been hurt more in the 
struggle for independence, according to 
Dodge, due to damaged buildings and 
the kill ing of many Angolans. 

The church there has "as much free
dom as anywhere in the world," in the 
bishop's opini on. He said church leaders 
are pleased that the government has 
placed no res trictions on church activi
ties and that it wants the churches to 
open as many schools as possible, espe
cially during the current shortage of 
teachers. All school teachers are now 
paid by the government, but Dodge 
recalls that , before independence, only 
those in Catholic schools were so sup
port d. 

The climate of openness the bishop 
saw as a great change from the days 
of Portuguese and Roman Catholic 
domination of Angola. 

The bishop flew to Luanda with the 
Angolan delegation to the Central Con
ference, which was greeted upon its ar
rival in Luanda by nwnerous church 
people, including a choir, to welcome 
Bi hop Emilio de Carvalho, just re-
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IHAD 
CANCER 
ANDILIVED. 

Marvella 8ayh 
I have had breast cancer 
and a mastectomy to cure 
it. But it didn't change my 
life-or my femininity. Of 
course, right after surgery, 
I was discouraged. But then 
I received a visit from an 
American Cancer Society 
volunteer. She gave me a 
ball and a rope. And she 
showed me how to use them 
to strengthen my arm. She 
gave me information about 
breast forms and how to fit 
my clothes. Then she told 
me that she, too, had had a 
mastectomy. That's when 
she gave me faith . I knew 
then, if other women could 
do it, so could I. And I did. 

If you know a cancer 
patient who needs help, call 
your unit of the American 
Cancer Society. We can give 
people information and 
counseling on all kinds of 
cancer. We can also give 
them hope. I know. Because 
I had cancer and lived. 

American I 
Cancer Society. '® 
Call us for help. 
This space contributed by the publisher. 

elected as bishop. De Carvalho was in
terviewed at the airport by a reporter 
of the nation's radio service, another 
innovation. 

Upon Bishop de Carvalho's call, 
Dodge was invited for family tea with 
Angola's President Agostinho Neto, 
whom he has known since the presi
dent was a youth. Neto also called a 
special meeting of his cabinet ministers 
to meet the bishops and the district su
perintendents. 

Neto apologized for not replying to 
Bishop's Dodge's request in July that 
he commute the death sentences of four 
British and American mercenaries in
volved in the Angolan fighting, but 
pointed out that it had been a "difficult 
decision." Dodge noted that the request , 
among others from the U.S. , came only 
a week after this nation had vetoed An
gola's application to join the United 
Nations, a continuing "sore point" in the 
African country. 

The president "feels keenly the fact 
that the U.S. is sponsoring an active 
cold war against his new country," ac
cording to Dodge. Angola would like to 
have good relationships with the West 
as well as the East. Dodge noted that 
some relations had continued or re
sumed, such as Gulf Oil's drilling, al
most back to pre-independence levels. 

The city of Luanda is probably the 
"most relaxed" in Africa, the bishop 
found, with no roadblocks and only rou
tine airport checking on his visa. He dis
cerned no anti-American feelings, on the 
part of either government officials or 
the people. 

(UMC) 

NUNS WANT TO CLOSE SCHOOL; 
ARCHBISHOP OPPOSES THE PLAN 

An order of Carmelite Sisters in San 
Juan, P. R. is planning to close their 
college for girls because they feel 
Roman Catholic schools in Puerto Rico 
have accentuated class differences and 
fail to respond to community needs. The 
Catholic archbishop is trying to con
vince them they are wrong. 

Cardinal Luis Aponte Martinez of San 
Juan is against closing V edruna College 
and turning it over to a drug addiction 
rehabilitation program, not because he 
opposes the drug program but because 
he believes the Church must continue 
to develop "professionals with a Chris
tian orientation." 

"I believe more in prevention than re
habilitation," he told a meeting of Ve
druna School Parent Teachers Associa
tion. Parents of the college's students 
also oppose the plan of the Carrnelites 
and want to buy the school through 
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Good Shepherd (Buen Pastor) parish 
which would operate it. ' 

Cardinal Aponte has no jurisdiction 
over the Carmelites canonically or 
civilly, but his wishes are expected have 
some influence on a final decision. He 
warned the parents that he could not 
"perfo1m miracles." 

The Carmelites announced last Janu
ary they planned to close the school 
because it no longer was able to fulfill 
the objectives of the order. They pointed 
out that few women are entering the 
convent and that those who do are 
committed to working among the poor. 

In newspaper ads, they said "it is im
possible to reach, within the structure of 
the school, the degree of social con
sciousness and fraternal formation" re
ligious education today should produce. 

The Carmelites claimed that Catholic 
schools "are solving the educational 
problems of the children of those who, 
because of their position" in society 
could help raise the level of public edu
cation, universally acknowledged to be 
very poor in Puerto Rico. 

Pointing to the "high concentration" 
of well-to-do students in Catholic 
schools because Catholic schools "need 
the people who can pay," the nuns said 
this situation becomes worse as the cost 
of living goes up and the schools find 
themselves in greater need of funds. 

-~ 
~ 

(RNS) 

In the November issue Dr. 
Charles H. Germany presents the 
fourfold task for world mission, 
Rhodesian Bishop Abel T. Muzore
wa recounts the background for in
volvement in his country's libera
tion struggle, and associate editor 
Ellen Clark reports that mission
aries are welcome in Japan. U.S. 
stories feature mission programs in 
New Mexico and in San Diego and 
a popular ministry to Christian 
single persons in Rapid City, South 
Dakota. Other articles highlight a 
Church Women United "people's 
platform," the concerns of a mis
sionary in Hong Kong and the in
fluence of Christian newspapers in 
Indonesia. The final article in the 
Critical Issues in Latin America 
series, on Brazil, will appear in this 
issue. 
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