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MISSION MENO
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission

February, 1976
Bolivia.
Bishop Mortimer Arias has resigned as Bishop of the Methodist Church of
Bolivia and has asked to return to the active pastorate and to evangelical work.
Missionary Roy May reports that Bishop Arias, 52, a Uruguayan by birth, had been
under 11 heavy pressure 11 for several months from the Church's Aymara Indian constituency. Bishop Arias noted that when he was elected seven years ago 11 there wasn't a 11
national leadership, but now there is. It is time for it to assume responsibility.
He still had two years to go in his second and final term. The Bol i vian church also
declared a year of transition to restructure t he church, replacing the episcopacy
with three executive secretaries (Hugo Tejerina, Jorge Pantelis, and Zacarias
Mamani) who will coordinate the church's program. The Cabinet was abol i shed. The
appointment of pastors will be the responsibility of districts. Mr. May reported
that 11 in spite of earlier conflict, the Assembly closed on a note of unity 11 as one
Aymara leader said that now was the time to construct and go forward and the whole
Assembly greeted one another with the Bolivian 11 abrazo 11 or embrace of friendship.
Korea. A brilliant theological student, Kim Chul Hyun, is among eleven Koreans
from Japan scheduled to go on trial this month in Seoul on charges of 11 spying 11 for
the North Korean government. The case is probably the biggest shock to date to
Korean Christian churches and schools already hard-hit by mass arrests, imprisonment of top church officials and constant harassment by the Korean CIA. This is the
first time, however, that the Korean Christian Church of Japan has been implicated
in spy charges, which under South Korean laws could bring life imprisonment or a
death sentence for Kim Chul Hyun. Kim was doing post-graduate study in Korean church
history at Hankuk Theological Seminary and was studying the theology of Hope of
Jurgen Moltmann when he was detained by t he KCIA on October 15. The KCIA charges
that he was trained for 80 days in North Korea to overthrow the Park Chung Hee government; friends and his local congregation say the charges are incredible.
Giving. The members of the Rio Grande Conference, one of the 11 mi ssionary conferences11 in the U.S . , have surpassed a goal of $150,000 to pledge $251 ,000 for ministerial salary and pensions as the result of an effort by the National Division's
Office of Finance and Field Service. The result is viewed as a breakthrough in an
area which has needed outside support.
Fishing Rights. Women's Division Secretary for Legislative Affairs Joyce Hamlin
expressed disappointment at the Senate vote January 28 to broaden the United States
fishing jurisdiction to a distance of 200 miles off the coasts because she feared
the vote might disrupt the ongoing United Nations Law of the Sea negotiations. (see

Sept ember, NWO). The Senate action was opposed by the State and Defense departments,
who contended the measure contravened international law, and also by senators from
Califor ni a and Florida , whose fishermen wa nt to guard long-range tuna and shrimp operat i ons off South American shores. It was supported by senators from New England
and eastern coastal states who have complained about Soviet, Japanese, Polish and
West German over-fishing in American off-shore waters. The Senate vote was 77 to
19 and the measure now goes to a conference with the House which passed a similar
bill last October. The Women's Division of BOGM has funded a Special Project on
the Law of the Sea.
Voting Rights.
On January 2 President Ford signed into law the Overseas Citizens'
Voting Rights Act which makes it possible for U.S. citizens residing abroad to register at their local embassy or consulate to vote absentee in U.S. elections. The
act eliminates numerous problems regarding domicile requirements of different
states which have plagued missionaries for years.
Moderators.
The moderator of the United Presbyterian Church, the Rev. William F.
Keesecker, believes that clergy-lay interpretation teams of two or three persons
each should be engaged by presbyteries to explain the goals and purposes of the
Church to churches in their areas. But the idea has not caught on with "church official s11 even though the teams would be briefed in depth by officials of presbyteries before meeting with the different congregations . Keesecker believes the
church's economic problems have little to do with the recession but rather with a
lack of trust between the people and their church. 11 I m not so concerned with the
dollars and cents of a program, 11 he told seminary students in Richmond, Virginia,
11 I feel that if we would inform the people more about what we're doing it will take
care of itself. 11
1

Rhodesia . United Methodist Bishop Abel T. Muzorewa of Rhodesia has accepted asylum in Mozambique and plans to stay there until he feels free to return to his homeland, according to Bishop Roy C. Nichols of Pittsburgh and Newscope. Bishop
Nichols presided over the Rhodesian annual conference in Bishop Muzorewa's absence.
Last September, Joshua Nkomo was elected president of the Arican National Council,
which Bishop Muzoreqa has headed since its beginning five years ago, but Bishop Muzorewa refused to recognize his election. Bishop Muzorewa told Bishop Nichols that
the white-minority regime of Ian Smith has successfully fractured the ANC, but he
maintained that most Africans in Rhodesia support his own leadership in exile. According to Africa area secretary Juel Nordby, Bishop Muzorewa is in weekly contact
with the church office in Salisbury, which sends mail to him. The World Division
had virtually lost contact with the bishop for several months when he was in Zambia
but now i s hearing regularly from him in Laurence Marques, the capital of Mozambique.
Presbyterians. The National Committee on the Self-Development of People has approved a $30,000 grant to the Christian Action for Development in the Caribbean
(CADEC ) , an organization concerned for self-development in that area .... Upset over·
the failure of Stanford University to grant tenure to a religion professor on the
ground that the professor had not published enough, Dr. Robert McAfee Brown, the
noted th eo l ogian, has resigned from the faculty of the university and is going back
t o sem inary teaching.

Language. An interesting viewpoint of the recent World Council of Churches meeting in Nairobi which has not been mentioned by many observers from the United States
is raised by the Rev. Garo Tokunaga, pastor of the Kyodan's Josai Church in Tokyo
and chairperson of the Committee on Social Concerns of the Kyodan. "The people
who attend a meeting like this, 11 writes pastor Tokunaga in the latest issue of the
Kyodan News Letter, "are apt to be chosen because they can speak English rather than
because they are involved in the struggl ·es and know the facts of their own country.
That is, they may know English but they may not be in the best position to represent the situations in their own countries--for instance, the negative effects of
modernization. If the wee is not able to solve the problem of letting people express themselves in their own languages, the real problems of the various countries
won't come out."
National Division. The National Division of BOGM will hold its first "missionary
conference" February 16-19 in Oklahoma City bringing together a large number of
deaconesses, home missionaries, US-2 s, Black Community Developers and Indigenous
Community Developers, Church and Community workers and United Methodist Volunteers
(UMVS). Purpose of the conference is to explore concepts of national mission and
provide fellowship opportuhities for workers engaged in a variety of mission programs .... New staff members of the National Division in the Section of Parish Ministries are Ms. Marjorie Lutz, who will be in Urban Ministries, and the Rev. Eli
Rivera, who will be involved with Hispanic ministries.
1

Angola. A Roman Catholic bishop from northeast Angola said in Kinshasa, Zaire,
that Angolans have no other wish than to see an end to the country's civil war and
that, as always in internecine conflict, it was "the poor people" who suffered the
most. Meanwhile, authorities in Zaire, which borders Angola, have expressed fears
for the economic future of the former Belgian Congo as the Soviet-and Cuba-backed
Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola appeared to be routing its two Western-and Zaire-supported opponents .
Pine Ridge. Albert Trimble, who campaigned on a promise to bring peace between
radical American Indian Movement leaders and the more conservative supporters of
incumbent Richard Wilson, is the new tribal president of the Oglala Sioux Nation at
Pine Ridge, South Dakota (see article by Charley Lerrigo in this issue). Trimble,
who served as Bureau of Indian Affairs superintendent of the reservation for 16
months after the 1973 Wounded Knee take-eve~, decisively defeated Wilson in a runoff election January 27.
Fox Valley. The Fox Valley Older Adult Services at Serena, Illinois (see article
by Don Moyer in this issue) has received word from the Western Illinois Area Agency
on Aging that FVOAS has been recognized as one of the five best Older Adult porgrams
in the United States.
Italy. Those who believe Christianity and communism are incompatible would have
trouble interpreting the findings of an Italian ecumenical news weekly, Com-Nuovi
Tempi, (CNT) which sent out 7000 questionaires to its readers and on the---sasis of a

39 per cent response (considered high) found out that 9 per cent of its readers are
Protestant, 77 per cent Catholic, 5 per cent non-Believers, and 10 per cent 11 Bel ievers in Crisis . '' CNT's concern has been 11 the preaching of the gospel, witness
and support within the working class world, 11 It found that 41 per cent of its
readers belong to trade unions, of which 47 per cent are Communist dominated. Also,
33 per cent of CNT's readers belong to parties left of the traditional Italian Left,
49 per cent belong to either the Communist or Socialist Party, and 5 per cent to
center parties . 22 per cent of the readers said CNT 11 helped them to rediscover the
gospel and faith and 21 per cent said it was instrumental in their choosing to
work for a classless society" and 20 per cent said it stimulated them to make a new
moral commitmint toward the oppressed. 61 per cent of the readers want more biblical reflection and theology, while only 4 per cent want less, and the rest say it
is fine as is. A 20-year-old student in Verona who belongs to a Marxist party
stated in the questionaire: "I am reconsidering the Christian faith which I had
abandoned.
11

11

11

Ecumenism.
The first official bi-lateral statement between the Roman Catholic and
United Methodist churches calls upon both churches to work toward 11 ful 1 utilization"
of women in. all forms of the ministry," and asks all members of the two churches
to recognize that holiness is required equally of ordained and unordained persons.
The 17-page consensus statement by a select group of scholars and theologians does
not have the effect of a policy statement, but UM leaders considered its release
11
significant. 11 Bishop James K. Mathews said the document "addresses the inner life
of the churches" at a time when "an emphasis on the depth dimension is called for.
(Note: news releases by the United Methodists emphasized the full utilization of
women, while the release from the United States Catholic Conference led with the
emphasis on holiness and mentioned the women's aspect only once in six pages.)
11
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Deaths . Leslie D. Weatherhead, internationally known Methodist preacher and prolific writer, died January 3 in Bexhill, England at the age of 82. Dr. Weatherhead
was pastor of London's City Temple ·from 1936 to 1960, where he developed a style of
preach i ng that combined Christian theology with psychological insights. His most
popular book was The Will of God, first published in 1945 and selling over one-half
million copies .. . . The Rev.~iram Frakes, founder of Henderson Settlement, Frakes,
Kent ucky, died in Bloomington, Indiana in mid-December. Frakes, a Methodist mini ster , first entered the area that now bears his name in 1925 to establish a church
and schoo l in a place then extremely isolated. The settlement is today the primary
chi l d care center for the 16-county area of Southeastern Kentucky.
Errata . Last month's Mission Memo incorrectly reported that the General Council on
Fina nce and Adm i nistration recommended $27 . 9 million as the World Service budget. for
next yea r; the correc t figure is $24.9 million .... The report that Annie Jiagge of
Ghana and Cynthia Wedel of the U.S . were the fi.rst elected women presidents of the
W
orld Co unci l should have made clear that they were the first to be elected for complete terms . Two unex pired terms were filled by women who were elected to complete
those terms.
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~ EDITORIALSC!J
"Render to Caesar"
The current controversy about whether
missionaries should or should not give
information to U.S. intelligence agencies
raises once again the question of the
split loyalties of Christians.
To assess the present situation, some
historical recall is necessary. In the early
days of the missionary movement, most
missionaries felt no sense of conflict between their identities as citizens of a
particular nation and their roles as bearers of the universal good news. Indeed,
they often tended to identify the two.
For its part, the government tended to
rely in part upon missionaries for information about foreign countries. The U.S.
Foreign Service was small and missionaries frequently had more extensive and
better contacts in many counb"ies. Many
missionaries routinely visited the State
D epartment to be debriefed upon their
return to their native country on furlough. One example of this kind of relationship was the large number of foreign service personnel and journalists
who came from a missionary background.
Such a simple combination of roles
was increasingly overtaken both by theological analysis and the objections of
indigenous Christians on the one hand
and by events, most notably the changing world role of the U.S., on the other
hand.
The turning point was World War II.
It was during that war that the Office of
Strategic Services ( O.S.S.) was formed,
which led to the Central Intelligence
Agency in 1947. The OSS was the first
pure intelligence agency ever established by the United States. This in itself was symptomatic of the emergence
of this nation as a world superpower.
Finally, the end of World War II and
the beginning of the Cold War saw the
transform ation of U.S. national interests
into a world ideological struggle.
The individual whose life symbolizes
this change for the missionary was John
Birch. (Yes, Virginia, there was a John
Birch as well as the John Birch Society.)
John Birch was a Baptist missionary in
China who served with the U.S. Air
Force and later the OSS during World
War II and was killed after the war
ended by a Chinese Communist while
leading a patrol of Chinese Nationalists.
Despite the fact that his death seems to
have been a mistake following a q uarrel,

he was adopted by Robert Welch and
the radical right as the "first martyr" of
the coming world struggle.
Clearly, the old easy relationship between U.S. missionaries and their government had undergone a radical transformation but such changes take time
to become apparent. Many missionaries
continued to support the old arrangement; some, although increasingly fewer,
probably still de_>. An ever-larger number
became increasingly critical of U.S. policy and tried to distance themselves from
any connection with it. Probably the
largest number saw their role as nonp olitical and tried to be friendly with
their government but non-involved. As
U.S . power and influence sp read around
the world, this last stance became inci·easingly diffi cult to maintain. So seemingly "pure" an act as distributing relief supplies is inescapably a political
act in a politicized world.
E ach missionary worked out whatever
solution he or she could square with personal circumstances and conscience and
it would be pointless (as well as selfrighteous) to criticize those individual
decisions at this late date. The question
remains, what are the guidelines for the
future?
The old arrangements are certainly
dead, and good riddance. The easy assumption that missionaries are there as
Americans whose primary loyalties are
to their native country was always bad
theology, even though its fatal flaws did
not show up until recently. The bland
assumptions of President Ford and CIA
Director William Colby in this respect
are the attempts of drowning men to
grab at any support.
On the other hand, it is a current
wishful misconception to imagine that
missionaries can shed their national and
cultural identities. Just as missionaries
must open themselves to understan d and
feel other cultures and identities, so must
they retain a grasp of their own culture
and identity. They must be p artly at
home in two worlds. Even if they switch
nationalities, thi s dichotomy remains. Improperly handled, it leads to schizoplu·enia; properly handled, it shows how the
Christian both appropriates and transcends culture.
A corollary of this truth is that the
fin al decision on the relationship between the individual and his government
does not rest with the government but
with the individual. It is very well, per-

haps even wise and proper, to p ass bills
such as that proposed by Senator H atfield keeping the government off the
back of missionaries but any attempt to
erect an absolute wall of separation between a missionary and his government
is as dubious theologically as it is impractical. The Christian serving abroad
is not a government agent but neither
does he stop being a citizen of his
country.
Legalisms won't do the trick. In terms
of government suspicion in other countries, the damage has been done and
it will take some time to repair but
those who are suspicious will not have
their questions miraculously erased by a
government declaration that it will not
use missionary information. That's one
of the best cover stories one could
think up.
This is one of those continuing tensions that Christians must always live
with and that they never really can get
sorted out neatly. The missionary giving
information to the CIA, the missionary
leading demonstrations against the U.S.
consulate, the missionary seeking to ignore the p roblem-all are dealing with
the p roblem in their own way. Interestingly enough, the person seeking to
escape the question has perhaps less
grasp of Christian responsibility than
either of the others.
Part of the furor about missionary
connections with the CIA has a positive
value. Part of the public shock (vastly
overrated by the churches) stems from
the old myth of the superhuman missionary, floating serenely above the problems of ordinary mort als. That myth dies
hard, but anything that helps to kill
it can't be all bad. Of course, most
missionaries were never on government
payrolls and loved the countries and the
people where they worked far too much
to knowingly damage them. To suppose
otherwise is to substitute cartoon characters for real people; to unthinkingly
replace the cardboard heroes of yesterday with cardboard villains for today.
Neither will do. In working out his
or her salvation with diligence, the
Christian must constantly try to keep a
universal commitment and a particular
identity in some sort of balance. The
missionary is an exemplar of that tension. The sb"uggle is never easy. It is
only through grace that any kind of
harmony is ever achieved.

An Assembly of the World Council of Churches is always useful, if
for nothing else, as an opportunity
to take the temperature of the
chu rches of the world . Meeting
eve ry seven years, bringing together
Christian s from around the world to
discuss a bewil dering array of topics,
th e Assemb ly in each decade encapsul ates the current mood and vitality
of w orld Chri stianity better than any
other si ngle event. At Amsterdam in
1948, following the close of World
Wa r 11 , th e mood was one of coming
togethe r and bu ilding for the future
(together with a sharp reminder of
how the Co ld War would help make
the ch urches ca ptives of ideology).
Evanston in 1954 was very much a
reflection of th e Eisenhower Fifties,
Editor Arthur Moo re has attended the
World Council assemblies in Evanston ,
New Delhi, Uppsa la and Nairobi.
8
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with its optimism. New Delhi at the
beginning of the 1960's demonstrated the increasingly worldwide
concerns of the decade and the shift
from complete Western dominance.
By Uppsala in 1968, that shift was in
full swing and the turbulent activism
of the Sixties swept all before it.
Confrontation was the order of the
day.
The flood tide of that faith is certainly on the ebb and the question
facing the Nairobi Assemb ly in late
1975 was, "after confrontation ,
what?" Would the much-advertised
evangelical resurgence produce a
theological and social backlash sufficient to change drastically the future
course of the World Council and
repudiate much of its social involvement? Was the ecumenical malaise
a true worldwide phenomenon or
merely another sign of western disaffection with things it cannot con-
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trol, a malaise aided and stimulated
by media faddism which had declared ecumenism passe?
The answer of Nairobi to these,
and practically all other questions,
was "maybe." If Uppsala was a turbulent Assembly for a turbulent
world, Nairobi was a cautious Assembly for a very cautious world.
The middle of the middle of the road
was its chosen habitat, and by and
large it resisted all attempts to deflect it by an inch either to the left
or to the right.
Design of the Assembly
Part of the uncertain (or at least
muted) sound came from the design
of the trumpet itself. In an attempt
to secure greater participation of
women , youth and laymen, the
World Council itself had instituted
a complicated quota system for naming delegates to the Assembly. To

answer charges that the deliberations were too determined by the
staff, it dropped the practice of having preliminary papers for the sections where much of the work was
done prepared by the staff. The result, laudable and democratic as its
intent might have been, was a very
high percentage of new delegates
with little knowledge of wee history or procedures who were asked
to produce instant wisdom on a
large number of complicated issues.
The predictable corollary was a high
degree of frustration and a feeling
of being manipulated on the part of
many delegates, even though as
Margaret Mead pointed out they
were manipulated largely by their
own inexperience.
Structural problems may have
reinforced the caution of the participants, but it did not cause it. An
incident at the opening ceremony

in the spacious plaza outside the ultramodern Assembly Hall was symptomatic. Scottish fundamentalist Jack
Glass tried to disrupt the proceedings by grabbing the microphone
and shouting "antichrist"; he was
swiftly and quietly removed by the
police and later released as a minor
nuisance. Far more of a hindrance
was the reluctance of participants to
stop photographing the colorful
African Masai tribe women and African church choir taking part and
form any kind of a procession.
Practically all other efforts at confrontation met a similar fate. Robert
McAfee Brown's keynote address
on the Assembly theme, "Jesus
Christ Frees and Unites," was widely
admired, but more for his air clearing confession of sin for U.S. attempts at domination and participation in the Vietnam War than for
his major point that Jesus Christ

Archbishop Festo Olang of the
Anglican Church in Kenya and Masai
girl holding a Bible outside Kenyatta
Conference Center.

11

lt was in the area af relit;1iaus freedam
that the Nairabi Assembly
campiled ane af its ma t disappaintint;1 recards. 11

often divides us before he unites us.
Positive U. S. attempts at confrontation were something of a disaster.
United Presbyterian Moderator William Keeseker made a flag-waving
speech in defense of capitalism a
number of times, but came to seem
something of a harmless joke. United
Presbyterian Stated Clerk (and National Council of Churches president) William Thompson was the
public leader of the campaign to
prevent the election as a wee president of Archbishop Nikodim of the
Russian Orthodox Church. When
this campaign continued after it was
clear that no Orthodox candidate
would oppose Nikodim, it was widely interpreted as being largely designed for domestic political consumption back home.
If Americans did not succeed too
well at confrontation, neither did
they have to worry too much about
being confronted. While institutionalized rhetoric about oppression by
the rich permeated Assembly discussions and documents, any sharp
emotion al thrust of anti-Americanism was con spicuously lacking.

The Role of the Russians
Th e chi ef exception to the no-con10
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frontation rule was the USSR. The
World Council has long been accused of applying a double standard
in its treatment of conditions in
Russia and those in the rest of the
world. To a certain extent, this is
both admitted and defended by
both the WCC and the Russian
churches as necessary to allow
those churches to participate in the
work of the Council. Nonetheless,
it has always irritated a certain number of Western Europeans and North
Americans and the current world
debate about detente and the treatment of Soviet dissidents was bound
to exacerbate that irritatio n. The immediate pretext at the Nairobi meeting was a letter addressed to the Assemb ly by two Russian dissidents belonging to the Russian Orthodox
Church and alleging religious persecution. While this letter itself never
reached the Assembly floor officially,
it was widely publicized and discussed. After the move to prevent
Nikodim 's election failed , as it was
always clear it would, a more substantive move to condemn religious
repression in the Soviet Union
took center stage. After much parliamentary maneuvering during which

February 1976

at one point a critical resolution actually passed , a bland compromise
was worked out. This was really satisfactory to no one and the whole
question remains as a future trouble
spot. The Council is caught in an
ethi cal dilemma, where the competing claims of judgmental standards
and the difficult historical situation
of the Russian churches must both
be taken into account. A certain
amount of self-righteousness on one
side and defensiveness on the other
complicate the emotional aspects. At
any rate, this whole subject of human rights and religious freedom is
now mandated for further study by
the General Secretary and a report
to the new Central Committee.
The subject of religious freedom
and of human rights certainly requires further study. It was in this
area that the Nairobi Assembly compiled one of its most disappointing
records. Using the Russian precedent, the meeting refused to single
out almost any government whose
cittizens claimed that such an action would cause them difficulty.
While understandable as human
solidarity, this course of action led
to glaring omissions and inconsis-

Opposite page: An
Oriental Orthodox
Eucharist at an
Assembly worship
service. (Left) M. M.
Thomas, (Left below)
Dr. Robert McAfee
Brown delivering keynote, (Below) General
Secretary Philip Potter
open:ng Assembly.

(far left) Bethuel Kipligat of Kenya
giving prayers of intercession at
opening. In the foreground, a blind
drummer from Tanzania who opened
and closed the service. (Above)
Delegates were welcomed by Kenya
President Jomo Kenyatta at a State
House garden party. (Left) United
Methodists at the Assembly included,
top, Tracey K. Jones and James
Laney and, bottom, Lois Miller and
Bishop James K. Mathews.

(Below left) The Oikumene wall hanging symbolizing the tree of life designed
fo r the Nairobi Assembly by Elimo Njau . (Bottom) At · the opening ceremony,
Archbishop Olang, World Council Central Committee moderator M. M. thomas
of India, and Vice-Moderator Pauline Webb, of Great Britain. (Left to right, below)
WCC president Takeda Cho, Prime Minister Michael Manley of Jamaica, and Bolivian
Methodist Bishop Mortimer Arias, who addressed the assembly on evangelism.

tencies and finally to a downright
abnegation of responsibility when
the Assembly refused to protest the
refusal of visas to Assembly participants by the government of South
Korea but referred the matter to the
Central Committee. One c~ only
speculate sadly upon the fate of
Christians under oppressive governments if they depend much on this
kind of solidarity from Christians
around the world.
No Evangelism vs. Social Action
Debate
The confrontation that did not
take place as widely predicted was
the evangelism- social action de-

bate. As a result of the extensive dis..
cussion this subject has had in the
wake of the Bangkok and Lausanne
Conferences a rather wide consensus
has been reached to bridge what
was always a rather false dichotomy.
In a section skillfully chaired by
Lutheran theologian William Lazareth, a report was put together
which passed the Assembly with
practically no debate.
Cheated of their opportunity for
a fight on this subject, European
conservatives fell upon the report
dealing with dialogue with other
faiths and ideologies. Poorly drafted,
this document was attacked as syn
cretistic and lacking a clear Christian

affirmation . The drafting committee
of the section responded by adding
a preamble so restrictive that it infuriated Asians who feel that dialogue is essential in their situations.
The reports in general may best
be described as adequate. Lacking
in any sense of breaking through
into new territory, at best they con solidate conventional wisdom . What
might be overlooked is how the
events since Uppsala have changed
the content of that conventional
wisdom. ot too long ago, the section report on education for development might have seemed fairly
radical ; now, it sounds humdrum.
Again, much of the lack of depth
in these documents stems in part
from attempts at democratization.
The previous practice at Assemblies
of groups working on papers prepared in advance by groups of theologians and experts was abandoned, with a subsequent gain in
floundering. Elitism does have its
virtues.
The Missing Spirituality

Many of the delegates complained of a lack of expressed
spirituality. Whether this was an element particularly absent at this Assembly or whether there is simply a
greater desire on the part of church
people for some opportunity to seek
for spiritual expression is not clear,
but there was clearly some disappointment on this score.
If there was caution on the part
of the delegates and not much advance into new areas, neither was
there any great desire for retreat
from positions which have come
under attack. The Program to Combat Racism , in particular, won overwhelming support and an attempt to
limit it to exclude grants to liberation movements was massively defeated . The ecumenical backlash did
not materialize. The mood was one
of consolidation and catching up.
This may not make for great excitement ; emotionally, it may, in fact,
lead to slight depression. The exhilaration of the Sixties is indeed
gone. But that exhilaration is gone
everywhere--the world is a bleaker
place than many then thought. Such
an awareness may simply be more
realistic. It is in any case the perception of the Seventies, and Nairobi expressed it very clearly. •

The opening processsional of the Assembly. The group in white is the African
Israel Church of Nineveh.
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e reach the barefoot
crowd in the summer
and the Snowbirds in
the wi nter," says the
Rev. James C. Rains, executive director of Noah's Ark , the Panama City
Beach Ministries of the United Methodist Church, located at Long Beach
o n Flor ida's panhandle . " This work
is where the water hits the whee l.
We get the church off the corner
and out in the world to do God ' s
thing."
Panama City Beac h draws (o r at
least did prior to Hurricane Eloise)
two and a half million visitors year
round . On a summer day from 4 to
10 p.m. the traffic moves bumper
to bumper, and much of it is family
traffic. Last summer, the Ark ministry reached approximately 150,000
on the beach , 40,000 who attended
musical shows, 500 young people
from eight states who came to manage the work, and 450 retired people who took part in the Snowbird
Club activities from September to
May.

W
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The Ark is a concept, a cluster of
ministries, rather than a place. Beginning in a barny old theater which
was donated four years ago by the
Long Beach Resort and Churchwell
Estate, it is continuing temporarily
(until it finds more permanent quarters) at the Presbyterian Campgrounds, Gulftreat. The Ark has been
a dormitory-theater-church in the
summer and a clubhouse-art schoolchurch in the winter. From June 1
to September, differing groups of
young people from various churches
have lived at the Ark , which has provided cots, foam matresses, charcoal grills for cookouts, and chaperones. The young people come to
get acquainted with the beach visitors, to run Noah 's Goody Galley,
an ice cream and snack area, and
Noah 's Nook, a show place for
artists and craftsmen , and to manage
the two ni ghtl y programs of a musica l Two b y Two .
Proclaiming the Gospel
Two b y Two is the central summer event at Noah 's Ark . Four
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young people with their guitars play
a program of secu lar, country western and semi-religious music, which
is followed by a brief talk by Mr.
Rain s. " We start where people are,"
says Rains, " and then we move into
thoughtful questioning, suggestions,
and proclamation of the gospel. We
work out a half dozen programs
before the summer is over. "
The audiences, number ing 150 to
300, are recruited by the live-in
groups. Mid-afternoon each day, the
young people work a three-mile
stretch of beach , introducing themselves to the sun-bathers. " They
demonstrate that the church is alive
and well and living out in the
world, " says Rains. " They pass out
flyers and free tickets to the show
and invite people up to play games
at the Ark or rap at the Goody
Galley. If someone takes offense,
they say thanks and move on . They
aren ' t preaching sermons down
there on the sand ; they' re just witnessing to the natural joy in a Christian 's life."
At 5 p.m . the young people take
a swim and have dinner. After the
sun has gone down " and people
are out exhibiting their sunburns,"
they walk the highway to specific
locations, including the nearby
amusement park, where they reach

maybe 500 to 1,000 people and
again offer invitations to the show.
About one out of five people
reached , come.
The Two by Two performers each
year are volunteers from Huntingdon College in Montgomery, Alabama . Given free board and room
and $25 a week spending money,
they work with Rains, slowly developing the series of programs.
The shows have proven so successful that Huntingdon now gives
scholarships to keep the young people traveling. Ardis Garrett, winsome member of a recent group,
with a voice she can belt to the back
of the Ark, traveled 17,000 miles
last year to perform at churches and
schools over weekends .
" Our purpose is to present the
gospel in a unique way," she says.
" We feel we don't appeal to only
one generation-everyone seems to
enjoy it, so it' s not an isolating
thing. We do music from the 40's
and 50' s as well as recent things.
And now Steve is writing his own
music and getting published . I feel
like his name will become known ."
Steve Angle, musician , lyricist and
composer likes to write a semi-religious, semi-secular lyric :
" Look at all the lonely people
Hiding beneath my steeple ;

They won ' t let me be who I am .
Lord I want to be your sanctuary
And hold them while they cry
themselves to sleep ."
The

Snowbird Ministry

Usually Two b y Two comes back
sometime during the winter to perform for the Snowbirds--and always
they play to a packed house.
The Snowbird ministry was not
originally part of Noah' s Ark, which
is a cooperative undertaking of the
United Methodist churches of Panama City, the Mariana District, and
the Alabama-West Florida Conference. After women ' s and youth
groups from various churches moved
in to furnish, repair, clean and paint
the theater, retired people began
wandering in, wanting to play shuffleboard . "I discovered ," says Rains,
" that there were enormous numbers
of lonely people-a whole other
ministry to be undertaken among
the people who fly south like the
birds to escape the cold ."
But many do not fly ; they come
by bus- 90 per cent of them traveling all the way from Canada. Met
at the bus station or airport by a
motel car, they are delivered to their
winter quarters and are stuck at
that location . For a twelve mile
stretch along the beach , there is

Dr. Norman Vines, a retired diagnostician, order oranges to be sent back to
his home in Canada on the last stop before the bus leaves for Panama City
Beach.

--The Rev. James C. Rains, Noah's Ark
executive director, is the last to climb
aboard as the Snowbird tour begins.
(Left) Mr. and Mrs. Russel Knight, from
Brussel, Ontario, aboard the bus.
(Left below) Young people from Noah's
Ark invite summer tourists to the
evening's "Two By Two" production.
(Below) The arts and crafts shop in the
Ark. (Bottom) The "Two by Two"
musical group perform for audiences
of several hundred persons.

no public transportation . "The beach
is closed down during the winter,"
Rains points out ; " only beer joints
and groceries are open and there
is no com.m unity organization . It's
a lonely place, with little to do. But
the Snowbirds keep coming because it' s cheaper to come than to
stay home and pay the oil bills."
After Labor Day in 1973, Rains
pulled together nearly 100 people
who had been wandering in and out
of the Ark. " I asked each one to
bring another," he says, " and they
formed the Snowbird Club ." By
speaking on TV, Rains popularized
the idea. " They came flocking back
this year, 350 strorig and eager to
see old friends ," Rains recalls of
1975 response .
Ethel Sarazin of Cheboygan , Michigan , says, " They greeted me like
family when I walked in . To understand what that means you have to
know that I'm a widow and my six
children are grown. My first husband
died and I remarried and then the
second one died. We were just together four years. But I've been very
lucky. Both men were good to me. "
Mrs. Sarazin is good to everyone
else . Because she is one of those
who has a car, she hunts out the
people who otherwise wouldn ' t
come to Ark programs because they
are afraid to walk home in the dark
or because the distances are too
great. " One couple," she says,
" were going to get up at 5 a.m. and
walk several miles carrying their
luggage all the way to catch one of
our tour buses, so I went and got
them . I keep saying to people, I'd
love to come and get yotJ if you just
let me know. And I would ."
The Snowbirds have a full program: art and craft classes, card
games, such as bridge and uchre,
shuffleboard and pingpong day
round ; potluck dinners and assorted
programs in the evening.
Two years ago Rains began a
series of three-day tours . First Methodist Church of Panama City has
a scenic bus and for $75, a Snowbird can travel to Key West, New
Orleans or tour the orange groves,
Sea
World ,
Disneyland ,
Silver
Springs. Two-thirds of them have
made one trip or another. Sometimes the bus takes a group out for
a one-day tr ip and a picnic.
A look around a tour bus shows
an interesting variety of people : a
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young woman, who comes to the
beach each year for two month s
with her own mother and her
mother-in- law; a retired doctor with
hi s schoo lteacher daughter ; a hu sband and wife who live on an island
in Lake Ontario and walk across
the ice in Decemb er to ca tch th e
plane for Panama City, and ca n' t
go back ho me until May when th e
ice breaks up . The wife has bee n
very sick, the Snowbirds say, and
thi s experi ence has helped sa ve her
life . " On the island she neve r sees
any·:)lle," says one woman , " but here
she gets talking and becomes like
a different person ."

Singing in the Rains
Confined to the bus, with Jim
Rain s pointing o ut the sights and
leadin g th e si nging, th e group become close- knit, and " comm unity"
begins to happen . La st year the
group bega n to hold Sund ay worship services. " W e have a mission
field here, says Rains . " And United
M eth odis ts who respond quickly to
starvation , und eve lopm ent, missionary work need to rem ember that
one of th e greates t mi ssions is to
sp iritually starved and lon ely peopl e
in America ."
The Snowbirds have a grea t propri etary interest in the Noah's Ark
project, helping maintain the facili ties and undertak ing mu ch of th e
work . " I don ' t try to find out who
th ese people are o r what they've
retired from , what kind s of positions
they held ," says Rains . " I figure we
all put our britch es o n alike and I
just say ' Move that tabl e over th ere'
and they do ."
Rains has a parti cular rapport
with laymen partly beca use he ca me
to the mini stry late after se rvin g as
an Air Force pilot in World War II.
as a mechanic-weld er in Indiana
and at the Navy Bas e in Pan ama
City where he invented an inverted
depth record er which is used by th e
Navy today.
Wh en he moved to Panama City,
he and hi s wife Hel en, whom he
had married in Indi ana at age 18,
became involved in th e churchRains doing lay preaching. " I began
to feel that this is what I wa s mea nt
to do," says Rains . " Yet I felt confused : I kept hearing a lo t of builtin bad news. But Jesus ca ll ed us to
preach th e good news. I ca me to
th e point where I wanted to study

in depth and d ee icJ cd [0 1 tin:.' 11 1i 111<;
try. "
Jim and Helen <;t ar led to I tur1t i11g
d o n a ll ege i11 1954 w lw 11 th eir two
children w ere 8 and 1 ·1. "We '>o ld
th e hou se and use d th e 11 w 11ey tu
supp lem ent my sa lary ,1<; ,1 suppl y
prea cher" says Rair1 s. " Helf•n wa<;
hun gry fo r the sam e kind o f under
standin g I w as, and we wc 1e a tc;:i r11 .
If Helen hadn ' t bee n w illi11 g Lo wu 1k
whi le I t ri ed to es tabli sh thi s µ1 0gram at th e Ark , I co uldn ' t l1 ave
done it. "
With a ma ters d eg ree fr o m Vand erbilt semin ary and sc rvite i11 ni11 c
pari shes, Rain s acce pted a minimu111
sa lary to d evelop th e beach mini stry .
H e is not so rry. " I learn <:-' d th at as
long as a guy has o ne eye 0 11 w hi ch
steepl e he's af ter, he hc1s clo ud y
v ision," he says.
(Above) Young people
from several states bivouac
at Noah 's Ark for several
days or a week to maintain the summer progra m
for tourists. (Left) The
Rev. James C. Rains
among the sand dunes
he en joys paintin g. (Below)
Mr. and Mrs. Garland
Crabtree route them selves
through Disney World.
He drives the bus for
the tours.

(Right) Mrs. Peggy Curry, left, and
Mrs. Joan Andrews, mother and
mother-in-law of John Curry, share
a double seat on the tour bus.
Behind them, two brothers, Tom
and Al Apley. (Below) Mrs. Fredda
Youngs, part-time employee at the
Ark, is also an artist.

There ha s been a surprising bonus
in Rains' leadership at the Ark. In
1948 Rain s sent for a mail order
course on painting and found a
hobby. In 1968 he began doing
beach scenes, and today he can 't
fill the orders that come for his
work. 11 1 paint just enough to keep
the caps on the tubes from freezing
up /' he says . 11 1 don ' t have time to
do more ."
This skill Rains uses for the Snowbird art classes which now number
50 participants, some so adept that
their paintings are displayed for sale
at Noah ' s Nook. As a former president of the local art league, Rains
has also helped the Nook become
a display outlet for 150 local artists
and craftsmen.
To design a sys tem for contracting local artists and craftsmen who
di sp lay on consignment and to orga nize the arts and crafts shop, the
Panama City Beach Ministries hired
Mrs. Fredda Youngs, an artist, on
a part-time basis . She is now also
chaperone-leader-hostess for some
of the 33 groups who bivouac at
the Ark in the su,mmer.

An Alternative for Vacationers
The Ark raises approximately
$11 ,500 through Noah 's Nook, the
Goody Galley, the Snowbird tours
and free-will offerings from summer
tourists . Contributions from local
churches and individuals and various connectional agencies between
the Alabama-West Florida Conference and the national boards have
18
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made up the rest of the $22 ,000
budget.
Mr. Rains now has a regular appointment to a specialized ministry,
which is incorporated as a nonprofit religious organization with a
board of directors comprised of a
minister, a layman , and a youth
from each Panama City Methodist
Church , the District Superintendent,
the President of the District United
Methodist Women , the District Lay
Lea der and the President of the District Methodist Youth Organization .
They have stated the Ark' s specific
intention: to provide an alternative
for vaca tioners ; a place where they
can gather for fellowship , recreation
and entertainment in a wholesome
Christian atmosphere.
11 But we have been operating
from seaso n to season on a handshake,11 says Rains . " And this year
we will float as we can find places
to manage the va rious parts of the
ministry. What we need to do is to
buy land and build .11
" Yet we don ' t worry about how
long we' ll be here, 11 he continues,
11 and we don ' t worry about results .
I know who I am and what I' m
doing and the good Lord knows
about results. This is a seed-sowing
operation , and the task of the sower
is to sow. He can ' t buy rain or sun
or make the seed grow or the har11
vest come . All he can do is sow. •
Helen Kromer is a staff writer for the
UM Board of Global Ministries and is
the author of The Amistad Revolt
(Franklin Watts, Inc. , 1973) .
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t a time when unrest, war and
outside intervention increases
daily in Angola, we can depend
on the truth that " what is impossible
with man is possible with God "
(Luke 18 :27).
Our Landrover crossed the last
armed barrier and we were once
again in Angola, some of us for the
first time in fourteen years. Our
group consisted of Ken Langeman ,
treasurer of the Mennonite Central
Committee (M CC) in Kinshasa,
Zaire ; the Rev. Antonio Buta, an
Angolan employed by the MCC ; the
Rev. Joaquim Francisco, a United
Methodist Angolan pastor in Kinshasa ; the Rev. Geraldo Xanvier, the
Angolan Annual Conference secretary and professor from the Theological School in Dondi , Angola, and
myself.
Gradually we were aware of newly
constructed villages. One could see
men up on the house tops, placing
the elephant grass firmly into the
thatch roofs . The fields were dotted
with women busily planting manioca
for the coming seasonal rains.
Our purpose was to visit the national Angolan Church leaders in the
northern areas. We wanted to know
the needs of the people . We had
heard of the masses of Angolans who
had returned to Angola from Zaire
after living many years in exile . We
knew of the thousands of Angolans
who were gradually returning to
their vi IIages after Iivi ng in the forest.
We knew about the political and
tribal difficulties that had caused a
serious split within the United Methodist Church.

At the attractive coastal town of
Ambritzete there seemed to be an
excess of such impractical items in
the stores as lamps, toys and expensive clothing. But flour, sugar, powdered milk and rice were practically
unavailable.
The British Baptists opened their
work in this area of northern Angola
in the late 1800's. It is the region of
Nova Caipemba that is being invaded by Angolans coming out of
the forest after hiding for nearly
fourteen years. Again, there were
stores with nothing to sell. There is
not even a dispensary in Nova
Caipemba. As a result, diarrhea goes
un checked .
The people are busy in the fields
planting peanuts during the rainy
season . Many of the garden areas
have not been cultivated during the
last fourteen years. Trees and shrubs
have grown up in areas that used to
be fertile.
Many of the people are wearing
worn out clothing . Church World
Service has sent many bales of clothing that we are trying to distribute.
It was amusing to see one young
man wearing a refugee shirt. Written
across the back of the shirt were
the words, " Ajax-Cleans Like a
White Tornado ."
One overwhelming problem is the
breakdown in the educational system . Books and school supplies in
Portuguese
are
badly
needed.
Classes have started in many areas
even though the political situation
is yet to be straightened out.
In each v illage and town the local
pastor wou ld eventually lead us to

In Angola, the Soviet-backed Popular
Movement for the Liberation of Angola
(MPLA) holds roughly the area between
the broken lines and is pressing the
Zaire-backed National Front for the Liberation of Angola (FNLA) in the north
and the South African-backed National
Union for the Total Independence of
Angola (UNIT A) in the south. The
FNLA and UNITA have formed an uneasy alliance and have also received
support from the U.S. and China. Cuba
is supporting the MPLA. Mr. Golden's
trip was solely in areas held by the
FNLA. Members of the United Methodist Church are split between the
FNLA and the MPLA, with the church
treasurer in sympathy with the former
and the bishop in sympathy with the
latter.

One of the outstanding Angolan Baptist
pastors met by Mr. Golden on his trip
into Angola is the Rev. John Matwawana, shown here as a hospital chaplain
in Zaire in 1973.

''The
underlying
principle
of our food
distribution
is to give to
all people."
the Church. In most cases, the
Protestant churches were destroyed
by the Portuguese bombing of the
vi llages and towns. As a result, many
of the Catholic churches are being
used by Prote sta nt congregations.
In San Salvador, for example, the
Protestant Church was destroyed by
the military. In fact, they left the
Church building in such a disgraceful condition that the local priest
has given church furniture to the
Baptists. In general, the Catholic
Church enjoyed a privileged position under the Portuguese, but now
there seems to be a sincere effort
on the part of the Catholic Church
to make amends for the past.
The British Baptist Church is extremely fortunate to have a number
of very well trained national leaders,
among whom are the Rev. John
(Above) Graduation ceremony in typing
and sewing at the Ralph Dodge
Christian Social Center in Kinshasa
for Angolan refugees. (Below) Three
Angolan Methodists who have lived in
exile in Kinshasa, left to right, the Rev.
Antonio Buta, who helps with distribution of relief supplies, the Rev.
Joaquim Francisco, who is a pastor in
Kinshasa, and Mr. Arthur de Costa,
who works full time for the liberation
movement known as F.N .L.A., or
the National Front for the Liberation
of Angola.

Matwawana and the Rev. Alvaro
Rodriguese. Both of these men have
moved their families back to Angola
after li ving for years in exile in Zaire.
Th e mai n purpose of our trip was
to reach Carmona (now named
Uige), a very attractive city located
in the heart of the rich coffee and
cattle plantations. With the departure of the Portuguese, much of the
economy has come to a standstill.
Carmona presently has a large influx of Angolans who have fled the
war areas of Malange and Luanda .
(Si nce this was written , Carmona
ha s been taken by MPLA forces and
many of these people have fled to

Zaire-Ed .)
Many are leaders of our United
Methodist Church . On the particular
Sunday morning in Carmona , we
worshipped with more than five
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hundred people. Many who fled
from central Angola are sympathizers of the National Front for the
Liberation of Angola (FNLA). It is
reported that in the month of July
ten of our Methodist leaders were
killed by forces belonging to the
Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (M PLA). Many families are divided and split in their
political affiliations. As a result,
many serious emotions have erupted
within the United Methodist Church
of Angola.
In Carmona we stayed four days
with Simao and Engracia Cardoso.
Mr. Cardoso is an educator in the
United Methodist Church and Mrs.
Cardoso is the Annual Conference
treasurer. Presently they are responsible for the large social center for
orphan children . Many of the
younger children in the center appear to have vitamin deficiencies.
The Cardosos fled Luanda with their
older children.
We had very informative contacts
in Carmona with the Departments of
Commerce and Agriculture, local
businessmen and trucking agencies.
One of the most useful sources was
the meeting with the Red Cross.
Much of their outreach of imported
supplies of flour, cheese, powdered
milk and beans are taken directly to
the war zones . The Red Cross is the
only agency that has opened offices
in all three liberation "capitals",
Carmona, Nova Lisboa and Luanda.
Roman Catholic Bishop Mourisca
told us he has four trucks for relief
purposes. The lack of fuel for the
trucks is greatly hampering their
food distribution . One can see
trucks sitting by the road side for
lack of diesel fuel.
Large amounts of manioca, peanuts and rice are available in parts
of northern Angola. It is a matter of
taking the food from the areas of
production to the areas of need.
There seems to be plenty of wild
meat. The underlying principal of

our food distribution is to give to all
people. We distribute to those both
within and outside the Church , and
to those of th e three liberation
groups whenever possible.
To overlook the military situation
in Angola would be an error, however to dwell upon it is not the purpose of this article. It is an established fact that early last Spring
MPLA was receiving large quantities
of sophisticated arms from the Soviet
Union . Apparently the M.PLA leaders
had no intention of a transitional
government in union with the other
liberation groups. Today civil war
has come to Angola . Unfortunately,
a number of world powers are being
into the conflict. This
pulled
threatens the security of the whole
African continent. The Angolan
people and their leaders need our
prayers and our support that reason
and peace may prevail.
The position of the United Methodist Church, through the World
Council of Churches, is to contribute
funds that will be used to send food,
medicines and clothing to all parts
of Angola. This effort by the
churches is of itself a unifying force
at work in Angola. We were encouraged on our return to Kinshasa
to learn that the first truck load of
eight tons of relief supplies had been
delivered to the San Salvador area.
This consisted of sixty bales of clothing, sixty bales of blankets and sixty
cases of canned beef.
Until now many organizations are
hesitant to aid Angola because of
the political divisions. But people
are starving and naked. Our concern is to help people in need. The
relief efforts have only started. They
provide hope in what at present
seems to be a hopeless situation. •

Wendell Colden is a United Methodist missionary working with Angolan
refugees in Zaire. In 1961 he was imprisoned by Portuguese authorities in
Angola and in Lisbon, Portugal, and
later released.

(Top) At the large Red Cross hospital in
Carmona a sign indicates support for
FNLA leader Holden Roberto. Leaders
of the other two groups are Agnostinho
Neto of the M.P.L.A. and Jonas
Savimbi of UNITA. (Middle) Angolan
families return from Zaire to northern
Angola with all their household items.
(Bottom) One of the many Roman
Catholic churches given to the Protestant congregations in the north. This
one is at Nova Caimemba.
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Last August 24 , Pastor Zephania
Kameeta , principal of the Lutheran
Paulinum Theological College in
Namibia (Southwest Africa ), was detained under the infamous Terrorism Act of the Republic of South
Africa. The 30-year-old African educator, who was held for three weeks ,
was seized shortly after a rally at
which he voiced opposition to continued South African rule of Namibia . The Terrorism Act, which permits detention without trial , is a
major tool in South Africa' s relentless campaign against opponents of
apartheid. Following his release ,
Pa stor Kameeta wrote this account
of his ordeal. ·

To all who by word and deed
stand by us in the struggle;
to all who by day and by night
bring our case before the Lord!
Dear brothers and sisters,
Right at the outset I shou ld like,
on beha lf of my wife and children
and all Namibians, to thank you all
22
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most sincerely for your prayers and
support during the past days and
weeks. Once more it has become
clear that the Sout h African Government is not dealing with just "a
smal l band of agitators and terrorists," but with thousands of Christians around the world , and with all
who, irrespective of their faith or
nationality, stand for what is right
and just.
Through this letter I wish to share
with you some of the thoughts
whic h I had while, like many others,
I was locked up in so litary confinement. Many questions were roused
in me, and I want to discuss these
with you.
Have these events not perhaps estranged me from Jesus our Saviour?
Many people must have put this
question to themselves and come
to the conclusion, " These people
are only interested in politics and
are far removed from Jesus and hi s
Church ," or " These people no lon g-
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er know the Lord as their personal
saviour! " My purpose here is not to
bring accusations against anyone or
to defend myself: I myself had to
face these questions, be it in a different form . But al low me to share
w ith you what I expe ri enced in jail.
I tried to look back on my life ;
and here I must honestl y say that
I have never lived so closely-day
and night-with the Word of God
as I did during the three weeks of
my detention. Before I had always
read the Word with an eye to other
people . I always asked, "What does
the Word of God say to 'them '?"
But in these three weeks I began
to ask, " What does the Word of
God say to me in this situation?" I
not only studied his Word, I experienced it! Every word and sentence took on a new meaning for
me in those days. I felt very strongly
that the Lord himself was speaking
to me. I know no language or words
in which I cou ld describe what I
experienced in those days with the
Word of God . In these days Jesus
became anew my Saviour.
There were days during which I
experienced great doubt. Especially
when I thought of his words, "Ask
and you shall receive ." Why does
he not free us, I asked myself. I
thought of my wife and children,
and I thought of the scores of wives
and children and girlfriends of my
fellow prisoners. 0 Lord , how long?
I asked accusing ly and doubtingly.
I argued aloud with the Lord in my
cell : Lord, if you are a God, then
you must liberate Namibia now! In
those days I expected that the Lord
shou ld act accord in g to my will.
There were also moments when
anxiety
took over.
My hand s
sweated with fear. In such moments
I did not want to open my Bible;
and when I tried to pray my mouth
felt dry and I cou ld find no words.
This fear especially descended on
me before the interrogations. My
unease was at times so great that I
feared that there was something
wrong with me. But then a great
calmness came upon me . I was
strong ly aware of the many prayers
going up to God. I took up my
Bible and from it drew endless re-

ass urance. With new strength
ca ll ed o n th e Lo rd in th e wo rd s o f
th e Psalmi st :

In Cod I tru st w itho u t a fear .
Wh at ca n fl esh d o to m e ? (56 :4 &
1 2)
Th e co mfo rt and powe r w hi ch I
go t fro m th ese w o rd s is ind esc rib abl e ! I th o ught o f m y fell ow p ri so ners and th ose o utsid e full o f
w o rry. I brou ght th em befo re th e
Lord . In thi s powe r I sa t befo re my
interroga tor. Th e W o rd o f God in
M atth ew 's Gosp el beca m e a tangibl e rea lity to m e :

Be ho ld I se nd yo u o ut as sheep
in th e mid st of wo lves; so be w ise
as se rpe nts and inn o cent as dove s.
. .. Wh e n th ey de live r yo u up, d o
no t be anxio us how yo u are to
sp eak o r w hat yo u are to say; fo r
w hat yo u are to say w ill b e give n
to yo u in th at ho ur. (Rea d Mt 10 :
16-20)
And so let me ge t to th e nex t
qu es tion : Can w e preachers no t
leave thi s stru ggle to th e po liti cians?
Th e struggl e in our land has no t
o nly to do w ith th e liberati o n of
Namibia , but it goes furth er and
d eeper than th at. Th e prese nce of
th e South Afri ca n Gove rnm ent is
not ju st a po liti ca l qu es ti o n, but it
is a threat to th e Gospel of Jesu s
Chri st. Th us I see it as th e tas k of
every Chri sti an to wo rk fo r the
knockin g down of thi s governm ent.
In thi s country w hi ch claim s to be
Chri sti an you ca n be a Chri sti an ten
th o usand tim es ove r, but if yo u are
no t white you are trea ted like a d og.
Th e So uth Afri ca n Gove rnm ent
and its suppo rters procl aim- especiall y by wh at th ey d o- a message
whi ch is di ametri ca ll y o ppo sed to
th e Gos pel. Whil e Go d tell s us th at
in Jesus Chri st he has broken d own
th e wall of se parati o n betwee n him se lf and us, and betwee n us and
our fellow m en, th e So uth A fri can
Government procl aims and build s
th e w all of se paration whi ch brin gs
about ali enati o n, mi stru st, prejudi ce,
fear, hatred and enmity betwee n
man and man , and therefore betwee n man and God .

The Gospel of Reconciliation
Thi s message stand s in direct o p-

po sitio n to th e Gospel of Reconc ili ati o n, love, peace, b ro th erh o od
and ju stice. Th e d ifferent languages,
ra ces and cul tures are gi fts bestowed by God in hi s m ercy , b u t
beco me an abo min atio n in th e eyes
of th e Lord w hen they are used as
buildin g b locks in th e wa ll w hi ch
di vid es man fro m m an ; w hen th ey
d o no t lea d to b ro th erh oo d , peace
and reco ncili ati o n. A nd wo rse still
is w hen Race, Language, and Cul ture take th e p lace of Yahwe h ! In
So u thern Afr ica th is has alrea dy
happ ened , as it is ju st these th ree
God s w ho d ec id e wh ere I sho uld
li ve, w here I sho uld si t, eat o r relax ; w ho m I may love an d w hom I
m ay m arry o r no t m arry ; w hose
hosp itality I m ay enj oy and w hose I
m ay no t enjoy ; w here I m ust wo rshi p and even w here I mu st be
buri ed .
Th erefore, I se e th e stru ggle in
So uth ern Afr ica, and especiall y here
in Na mibi a, no t merely as a po liti ca l
stru gg le, in whi ch o nl y po liti cians
m ay parti cipate, b ut as a strugg le
in w hi ch all Chri stians are ca ll ed to
parti cipate. A nd if thi s sho uld happen an arm ed stru gg le ca n be
avo id ed, beca use th e Wor d of the

Cross is e no ugh fo r us to be ab le to
tack le this task !
A nd here of course the al read y
b o rin g qu es tion of th e Church and
Politi cs mu st be raise d . I wa nt to be
sho rt and sim pl e. If Go d is th e c reato r of heaven and Ea rth , and if he is
th e Fath er o f Jes us Chri st, and if Je-:.
sus Chri st is th e Fo und er and H ea d
o f th e Chu rch, w hy sho ul d th e
Church be sil ent and d o no thin g in
th e face of racism , ex pl o itation , and
vio lence, w hen th ese are co mmitted
in
Go d ' s wo rld ? A ltern ati ve ly,
sho uld God w ithdraw fro m th e hi sto ry o f thi s w o rld , hand it ove r to
th e D ev il s, and res tri ct him se l f to
th e Tem p les and Church buil d in gs?

Who Are the " Terrorists"?
In pas t mo nth s and wee ks, and
presentl y too, numbers o f peo pl e
have bee n loc ked up in ja il und er
th e provisio ns of th e so ca ll ed " Terro ri sm Act. " Wh y d oes th e So uth
A fri ca n Gove rnm ent see k in oth ers
th at w hi ch it is itse lf ? Is thi s w hat

th e psyc ho log ists ca ll pro j ec tio n ? If
anybo d y shou ld be charged w ith
terro ri sm th en it is m os t sur ely th e
So u th A fri ca n Gove rnm ent.
Fo r in stance, let us lo ok back at
th e eve nts o f 24 A ugust. In th e d ays
p recedin g thi s d ate an app o inted
band we n t abo ut in o ne pa rt o f th e
lo ca tio n and assa u lted peop le. O n
Sun day th e 24th o f A ugust th e
Co nve nti o n
Na m ib ia
N ati o nal
(NNC) ca ll ed a p ub l ic mee tin g w ith
th e aim o f informin g th e pu b lic
ab o ut th ese hap penin gs, and to express th eir stro nges t co nde mn atio n
of w hat w as happ ening ; furth ermore
th e NNC w ished to make kn ow n th e
steps whi ch it wo u ld take. Th e
speak ers m ad e their ju d gm ent and
cond em nati o n
of
these
eve nts
known in cl ea r language, and th ey
ca ll ed o n th e pub li c to rem ain ca lm .
Th e So uth A fr ica n Po l ice, as always, took up th eir p os i tio ns w ith
d ogs, bato ns, firearms and pi ck- up
vans- amon gs t peop le w ho stoo d
th ere q uite empty- hand ed ! Imm edi ate ly after th e thi rd speaker had
fi ni shed hi s address th ey attem p ted
to vio len tly d isperse the crow d. Th e
speake rs and o t her lead ers who
w e re p resent at th e m ee ti ng we re
arrested und er the " Terro ri sm Ac t. "
To save tim e I leave i t to yo ur jud gme n t.
Is it wo rth co r1tinuin g w ith th e
stru gg le? Is th ere still ho pe? Thi s is
a ve ry se ri o us q ues tion for many,
mysel f incl uded . If th e passage of
wo r Id history w ere in th e hand s o f
men, I wo ul d have sa id th at we
sho ul d rath er fo ld o ur hand s and
wa it unti l t he wo rld eith er sin ks o r
is saved . But precise ly th e fact that
I beli eve that h isto ry and th e existence of the w o rld are in th e stro ng
hand s of God make it im poss ib le
fo r me to lea p ba ck and w ithdraw
to " safety. " I t w as especial ly w hil e
I was in j ail th at thi s co nvicti o n became even stro nge r in me .
In answ er to t hi s q ues ti o n, and as
a conclusion to tlt is letter, all ow me
to greet yo u with a qu o tatio n fro m
th e prophet Isai ah :

For the Lord is our judge,
the Lord is our Ruler,
the Lord is our King,
he will save us.
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·n Fox Val!SY

C

hurches in Fox Valley, in northeastern Illinois, have discovered
that Christian mission and ministry
to persons in need can mean caring
and se rving people right in your own
nei ghborhood .
Fox Valley is sixty miles southwest
of Chicago . To local residents it
means the area along the " bottom
end " of the Fox River, just before it
joins the Illinois River at Ottawa.
Dotting the countryside on either
side of the Fox are fifteen villages
and towns, several not actually in
the valley, that make up an economic area covering portion s of DeKalb, LaSalle and Kendall counties.
These communities-Dayton, Earlville, Harding, Leland , Millbrook,
Millington, Newark, Norway, Plano,
Sandwich, Serena, Sheridan, Somonauk, Wedron and Yorkville-and
the surrounding area have felt the
impact of social change over the last
25 years. Farms have been consolidated , general stores have disappeared ; other services have migrated
to the larger communities or to
shopping centers. Young People
have left for school and jobs . Many
of those who remain are elderly and
alone.
In 1970 ministers and lay persons
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o f th e seven United M ethodi st
Churches in th e Fox Vall ey Pari sh
sense d from m embers o f th eir own
co ngrega tion s a nee d fo r a mini stry
t o o ld er adu lts. A survey revea led
more th an 3,000 p eo pl e ove r 65 li vin g in th e area . M any o f th em said
th ey felt lon ely and o ut o f to uch.
To carry out such a mini stry th e
pari sh helped orga ni ze Fox Va lley
O/Je r A dult Se rvices (FVOAS) . Th e
coop erative pari sh has sin ce di sso lved, for vari o us reaso ns, but
FVOAS co ntinu es to se rve o lder
adu lts in important w ays.
Th e first p rog ram d eve lo p ed by
FVOAS w as an in -th e-ho me visitin g
pro gram . V o luntee rs, many o f th em
se ni o r ci ti ze ns th emse lves, we re
asked to ca ll o n o ld er adu lts co nfin ed to th eir ho me, in nursin g and
retirem en t hom es and hospitals. O ut
o f th ese co nta cts rea l fri end ships
have deve lo ped , resulting in mutual
sharing and support during times of
both gri ef and joy. More th an 6,000
such call s w ere made in 1975.
FVOA S soon di scovered another
need . Th ere is no pub l ic tran sportation in th e area . On ce an o lder person gives up a driver' s li ce nse,
getting to stores, shopping ce nter,
doctor' s offi ces or oth er essenti al

lo ca ti o ns be come s a u 1t ica l p ro blem .
A t first, a p 1og ra1n usin g vu luntee 1
d ri ve rs and p rivate cars wa s beg u11 ,
b ut there w ere few calls fo r it.
Stro ng fee li ngs o f prici e anci ir 1ci epend ence- bo th of w hi ch FVOJ\S
w as attem p tin g to prom o te- ac teci
to d eter th e o ld er ad ult ~ f10 111 " i1n posing" on th e vo lun teers.
The use o f a r11ini b us wa s see 11 as
a po ss ib le so lutio n. O ne wa s soo 11
p urchased w ith a grant from th e
Kenda ll Fu nd , adm ini stered by th e
Hea lth and W el fare D ivisio 11 o f th e
Boa rd of Glo bal M ini stri es . Scheciu les were d eve loped, again usin g
vo lun te er drivers, and o r1ce th e bu s
service wa s pub l icize d th e o ld er
adults w illin gly began to use it.
As a m atter o f fac t, w ithin a sho rt
tim e it wa s obviou s the transpo rtati o n se rvices nee d ed to be expa 11ci eci
to m ee t the d ema11ci . Fu1 1ci s f1 0 111
the State of Illin o is u11 d er Title Ill
o f th e O lde r Am erica 11 s A ct ena bl ed
FVOAS to purchase a seco nd mi r1i bu s, em p loy a f ull - tim e b us ci rive r
and engage a coo rdin ator o f transpo rtati o n. The se rvice has been so
we l l rece ived- nea rl y 3,GOO rid es a
yea r furni shed - th at a thir d bus w as
recentl y p urchase d .

In addition lo tra nspo rtin g o ld er
citi zc 11s to med ical se rvices and
~ h o pp i 11 g ce nters and vo luntee rs fo r
v i ~ it a l i on , d rivers have also m ad e
rn a11 y hom e visi ts to in form iso lated
p ersu 11 s abo ut the b us se rvice and to
help th ose mo re acti ve to und erstand rt is for them also . No charges
are r11 aci e to person s usin g th e b uses,
but don ati o ns a1e suggested, d e1J end i11 g on the d ista nce o f th e tri p .
The third p hase o f th e f" VOAS prograrn is th e Se11io r Cen ter, a " drop in" center ope n fro m 9 :00 a.m . to
4 :00 r).ln ., five days a week, w here
o lci er adu l ts can take p art in a d ozen
di fferent acti vit ies, p lay ca rd s, o r
ju st visit w ith fr iend s. First loca ted i n
a U r1it ed Me th od ist Church social
hal l, it r10w occup ies a form er M ain
Sll eet sto re fro nt in th e town o f
Sand w ich.
O ne goa l fo r th e ce nter is to p rovid e i11 tere,s tin g p rog ram s and acti viti es to attract lo nely, hom eo ri er1ted , so ciall y starved person s
and ge t th em invo lved . Center
ac t1 vrt1 es initi all y seem ed to run
co u11ter to es tab l ished l ivin g pa ttern s. There was a prob lem in ge ttin g o lde r peop le fro m the vario us
vill ages anc.J tow ns to pa rti cipate .
Ma11y o f th em have stro ng ti es to

Winn ie Morris, o f Sandwich,
who is a vo lunteer ceramic
instructo r, leaves th e Senior
Center afte r a morning
class. Juani ta Burnham, of
Plano, applies glaze to a
dog she has mad e in that
cerami cs class. And th e Rev.
Clare B. Hewitt, head of
FVOAS, admires the quilting
ski lls of Emm a R. Arnitt,
at the Senior Cente r in
Sandwich.

(Top) Corrie Bristol, left, minibus dispatcher, and Jan Christopherson, secretary-bookkeeper, at work at the FVOAS
office in Serena. (Middle) Catherine
Justat is director of the Fox Valley
Senior Center. (Bottom) Delbert Elwell,
left, and Freddie Stephenson, residents
of Roosevelt Square Retirement
Home in Sandwich, entertain residents
with a tune on the violin and drum.
Both are 89 years old.

their own village and there was
some reluctance to travel by minibus or car to another town.
This reluctance now seems to be
largely overcome . Throughout the
month there are well-attended
classes in ceramics, art, sewing,
knitting, crocheting, bottle cutting,
cooking, bridge, square dancing and
other activities taught by volunteers.
There are also programs on defensive driving, lay oriented psychology,
the process of aging and volunteer
training classes.
Fun and entertainment are not
forgotten . FVOAS sponsors a drama
club, a mixed choir, a vocal octet
and a 15-piece " kitchen band ."
These groups perform for the ten
senior citizen clubs of the area as
well as for churches, service clubs,
schools, nursing homes, community
celebrations and other social events.
It is a way of sharing in the life of
the communities and acquainting
others with Fox Valley Older Adult
Services.
Jesse Enger, Fox Valley farmer who
has served as president of the 20member board of directors since
FVOAS' inception , emphasizes that
the overall goal of FVOAS is to provide a ministry that will enable older
citizens to live fulfilling lives in their
own homes and communities.
Through all the FVOAS programs,
the directors and staff seek always
to recognize the integrity of the
people they serve .
The present executive director of
FVOAS is the Reverend Clare B.
Hewitt, a United Methodist minister
who served churches in Fox Valley
from 1946 to 1956. He succeeded
the Reverend Robert E. Ash , who
came from the Fox Valley Parish
staff to direct FVOAS from June,
1970 to June, 1974.
Says Clara Hewitt, " Ours is both
a caring and sharing ministry. We
care what happens to people whose
age and condition separate them in
so many ways from their own family

and communities. Our ministry extends beyo nd the walls of any
church to surround those unreached
by others wit h the care Christ would
give every person ."
Tl:ie nerve center of FVOAS is in
a small office provided by the Serena
United Methodist Church , fourteen
mil es so uth of Sandwich. Here Jan
Christopherson , secretary and bookke epe r, and Corrie Bristol, minibus
dispatcher, help in administering
FVOAS' outreach to 1,500 older persons in the area .
Bill Hall recently joined the
FVOAS staff as program director,
working out of the Senior Center.
Catherine Justat, a senior citizen , is
the director of the Center. Other
members of the small staff include
Lola Anderson , Leslie Husmann and
Nettie Cromwell , all of whom serve
as both drivers and visitation directors, and Jerry Fechner, a full-time
driver.
Since its beginning, FVOAS activities have been largely supported
by the National Division of the
Board of Global Ministries, the
Kendall Fund , the Northern Illinois
Annual Conference and certain government programs. The Reverend
Mr. Hewitt points out, however, that
much of the present funding is due
to run out in the near future .
"Increasingly, our funding must
come from area sources," he says,
" from private citizens, businesses,
churches and service clubs, if we are
to maintain existing services. I am
certainly optimistic."
Although its exact future may be
somewhat in doubt, FVOAS can
serve as a model for churches considering a ministry to older-adults.
FVOAS has helped Fox Valley
churches realize that many of their
older members are far from retired
and can be willing workers if given
the opportunity to serve.
•
Don Moyer is an editor and writer
for United Methodist Communications
in Evan ston , Illinois.

n Ecumenical Consultatio n o n
Domestic Hunger had hardl y
begun last Fall when President Ford was quoted in the newspapers on the subject : " There is no
reason in America today for anybody to be hungry because there are
federal programs-welfare and so
forth-that will take care of that
immediate problem. "
The
consultation
participants,
brought together by the Division of
Church and Society of the National
Council of Churches, did not decide, there being no problem to
consider, to pack their bags and go
home.

A

Th ere is sti ll hurtger in the United
States today. In fact, since the first
warning shots of the government's
" War on Poverty," it has increaseddespite a food stamp program that
has grown astronomically, with four
million on the rolls at the end of
1970 and 19.1 million at the end of
July of this year.
At first appearance the Green
Lake consultation was no different
than dozens of meetings that have
preceded it over the yea rs . A fu II
complement of resource people
was
present- a
black
welfare
mother from Mi ss issippi , a Native
American , a farmworker and farm

labor organizer, someone representing the elderl y, and even agronomists and farmers. In fact almost
everyone there had some sort of
expertise, from representatvies of organizations like FRAC (the Food Resea rch and Action Center), Brea d for
the World and Church World Service to theologian s and day care
center workers.
It was, on the surface, a meeting
much like all the others. Many of
those there had been struggling for
ten , fifteen years with the sa me
probl em. They had help ed create
proposa ls and program s at meeti ngs
like thi s time and again and then
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watched as th ei r effo rts pa led and
the prob lem ontinued to grow . And
that may have been o ne of the
reasons that this meeting did not
turn out to be like all th e rest .
Nearly everyone th ere was co nvi nced that at root, so mething was
serio usly wrong with the Am eri ca n
po liti ca l and eco nomic systemso methin g that d efeated all efforts to
eliminate hunger.

Differing Viewpoints
Not that eve ryone experienced
th e same clarity about what wa s
wrong with th e system . The hard pressed Kansas wheat farmer pu zzled over the simu ltaneou s rise in
food prices and hi s own diminishin g financial capabi lity to survive :
" I' m not telling you anybody's ripping off anything between me and
you . Maybe eve rybody's getting
their fair share. I d o n' t know. But
I know that the spread between
what you pay and what I get gets
wider and wider and wider and I
don ' t understand w hy . ... "
A black socia l worker from Detroit, on the other hand , was prepared to say who was doing the
" ripping off": " ... there is no way
I believe that hunger won ' t always
exist in the United States based on
our economic system. It is to th e
advantage of ou r co untry to have
hunger ... the point is that people
are not going to address themselves
to it, we are not going to address
ourselves to it. We have been educated ; we are exposed to good
clothes ; we like to fly . That calls for
money. And in order to get money
we have to get it out of someone's
hide ."
For the farmworker the villain
was clearly the huge co rporations
that pay the laborer too little and
drive the sma ll farmer out of business. She was not alone in her
opinion of corpo rations . However,
a second Kansas farmer with more
faith in big business was inclined to
blame it all on " inflation ." But that

~·

answe r was no an w er- it w as on ly
another symptom .
Bill Moyer, a young man who
lives in th e Philad elphi a Life Ce nter, a non -violent trdining and acti o n co mmunity, and is a m ember of
a group ca ll ed the Marco- An alysis
Co ll ec tive, prese nted a ca refu ll y
worked out analysis of th e problem . It wa s not original : it is to be
found in variou s form s in many rece nt books and articl es. In essence
it finds fau lt with a system that help s
th e rich get ri cher and simu ltan eo usly keeps the poor in th eir
poverty. For example, a slow-down
in inflation means more un emp loym ent which always affects th e already poor first ; more employm en t
m ea ns greater inflation whichagain-is most critical for the poor.
Mr. Moyer' s prescription was basica lly a form of socia li sm and he
used the Swedish example to illu strate its effectiveness . Wheth er or
not those attending the co nsultation
bo ught his analysis in its entirely,
or his pre scription, he gave them
something substantia l to chew on .
It was also clear that neither he nor
anyone else there had full command
of the comp lexities of the American economic system , and that no
one was prepared to d escribe in any
d etail an alternative future system.
What happened in Green Lake
is happening in many places today,
and certainly among many in the
church. Social commentators will attribute it to the Vietnam war, to
Watergate, or to the recent economic downturn . Whatever the reasons, Americans, and among them
a significant number of Christians,
are open to the possibility of alternative social and economic systems as they have not been since
the 1930' s.

The Oklahoma City Meeting
Consider for examp le the National
Hunger Consultation of the United
Methodist Church in Ok lahoma City
attended by representatives of more

than 60 ann ual conferences. In a
peech to the gathering, th e Rev.
C. Dean Freudenberger, a leading
expe rt on hunger, remarked : "As
Amer i ans, w e mu st recognize
clearly that ·our who le economy is
based upon the military-indu strial
co mpl ex, and gra in sa les to nation s
un abl e to produ ce enough food for
th em elves. W e mu st be sobered by
thi s rea lity. We are begining to hea r
th at Ame ri ca's new dimension of
power is in the comb in atio n of her
military mi ght on the one hand and
ab ility to contro l the fl ow of food
and fee d gra in s on a global bas is
on th e other. God help us if we have
to reap what we sow!"
At the sa me meeting a panel of
four persons chall enged the present
system even more sha rply . The Rev.
Ignacio Castuera , director of the All
Nations Foundation in Lo s Ange les,
said bluntly that it is necessa ry to
" name the devil- to ca ll the demon
(of hun ge r) by its nam e, cap italism ."
He continued, " W e ca nnot attack
hun ge r
unless we
attack
the
demon." An eco nomist and missionary to Bolivia, Charles McFarren , declared that the U.S. economic system perpetuated hunger in the U.S.
and in other nations.
Of co urse the pan el' s co mments
were only one small part of a vast
array of data and ideas discussed
in Oklahoma City and many, and
probably most, delegates were not
ready to view capitalism as the
devil ' s own creation. Nevertheless,
the issue wou ld not even have been
raised a short time ago. Granted, the
word " revolution " was bandied
about in th e late sixties . But in most
church· circles it was used loosely
enough to be subject to almost any
interpretation .
The Green Lake Consultation went
further. They wrote and unanimously
adopted a statement charging that
capita li sm and Christian va lu es are
contradictory and declaring themse lves ready "to work for radical
change in the economic, political
and religious va lues and institutions
of this society." They ca ll ed for
study " concerning the working of
our present economic/political system and alternatives to it in order
to contribute to the task of clarifying a vision for a new society."
More specifica lly, the group proposed that immediate " priority be
given to initiating efforts in a spe-
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cific number of geographical areas
during 1976 to ensure participation
in Food Stamp and other existing
food delivery programs by all those
who are eligible. " This, in itself, is
neither original nor radical. The
United Methodist consultation made
the same suggestion, and the strategy is at the center of the activities
of FRAC which has been heavily supported by the churches. But the intent of the Green Lake directive
was different. By requiring the government to implement fully its programs, including all of those eligible
for government food programs (o r
even all of the " officially poor" who
are not presently enrolled), the
group at Green Lake hoped to see
the programs collapse of their own
weight. That would give way to a
guaranteed income, viewed by some
as a step towards substantial social
and economic change .
Whether or not this strategy can
work is anyone's guess. The same
kind of thing was attempted by the
welfare rights movement. Essentially
it did nothing more than try to make
the government follow its own rules .
The result was an astronomical
growth of the welfare system, fol-

lowed by a backlash that saw the
rolls shrink again as federal and
local governments made it a point
of honor to scale them down.
In the meantime the consultation
statement has created its own backlash , though so far only in scattered
quarters . An editorial in Christianity
Today (Oct. 24, 1975), called for
readers " who believe in capitalism
to make themselves heard . The best
way for them to get their message
through to the NCC is to cut off
their churches' financial support of
the body." Such an attack, in this
instance, was misdirected . The unit
for the National Council ' s Division
of Church and Society refused to
accept the Consultation's statement
as their own . That means it speaks
only for the 75 people who voted
it at Green Lake. Still it shows the
broadening range of contemporary
Christian efforts to understand and,
hopefully, alleviate hunger and injustice . As a panelist at the United
Methodist consultation in Oklahoma
City said, " All systems are under the
judgment of God ." •

A "Theology of Hunger" fresco,
depicting a group of skeletons and
starving people, has been completed
at the Academy of Food Marketing
at St. Joseph's College in Philadelphia
to dramatize the problem of
hunger. The fresco painting, almost
a lost art now, was done by an
Irish-priest-artist, Father Aengus
Buckley, and covers 9 by 30 feet.

Elaine Maga/is is a frequent contribu tor to this ma gazine.
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Four I
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n 1890, it was news when the
U.S. cava lry slaughtered nearly
300 Indian men, women and
children at a South Dakota creek
ca ll ed C/1ankpe Opi Wakpalp.- or
" Wounded Knee." That was the last
grea t massacre in the " winning of
the West. " In 1973, Wounded Knee,
now a hamlet on the 1.7 millionac re Pin e Ridge Reservation , again
made news. Supporters of the
Ame rican Indian Movement seized
the village, holding it for 71 tense
days. That was three years ago this
month .
What is happening on Pine Ridge
Reservation to da y continues a violen t hi sto ry, but th e headline focus
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on violence (28 unsolved murders
last year) does not tell the whole
story. Most of what is written about
Pine Ridge stresses conflict between
two groups: the "conservatives,"
represented by the tribal government lead by Richard Wilson, and
the " radicals ," represented by the
American Indian Movement (AIM)
and Russell Means. But there is also
an additional, moderate, point of
view and many shades of opinion
around those three groupings.
The following notes cannot be a
full report on Pine Ridge; life there
is not easy to understand and deals
with more than "politics." Here,
simply, are some voices.

JIM WILSON is director of the
Oglala Sioux tribal planning center.
He i al o the brother of Richard
Wil on, who at this writing is tribal
hairman . The picture he presented,
in an int rview, was that of a march
toward Indian pride in their reservation ' s " riches. "
By his count, the tribe owns in
ommon some 750,000 acres (a
number which does not jibe with
the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs
figure ), plus a " little over a million "
acre owned by individual Indians.
bout half of all that land is leased
to non- Indians, he said . Jim Wilson
counts 70,000 cattle on the reservation , with Indians owning some
35 ,000 head . The private sector of
the reservation 's economy, he estimates, produces nearly $8 million
a y ar. Tribally-run government program bring in approximately $10
mil lion from the federal government, and another $15 million , by
Wil on's count, comes through the
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and
the Public Health Service. For a total
of about $33 million each year, for
perhaps 16,000 people.
Jim Wilson would like to deve lop
the reservation's wealth through five
basic models : 1) Corporations, such
as the reservation ' s successfu l moccasin factory, owned by an Albuquerque, N.M . firm . 2) Triba lly
owned corporations, modeled on
Pine Ridge' s new plastics factory
and water development (well drilling)
company. 3)
Corporations
which sell stock to individuals, such
as Oglala Sioux Industries, which
run a pottery. 4 ) Community owned
orporations (no shares sold to individual , as in the preceding modi), such as Wounded Knee Electroni , which makes electronic
component . 5) Individual entrepre-

neu rships, already represented by a
discount service station , Western
Auto store and grocery market.
The reservation boa sts an airport,
its own sanitation and maintenance
service, a cement batch plant, a
game reserve, where persons willing
to shell out $1 ,200 can get an Indian
guide and bring back either a buffalo or elk.
" A lot of projects you can ' t see,"
Jim Wilson said , " because they are
processes of the mind , convincing
people that we ' re rich instead of
poor." For him , the road ahead requires getting the people to capitalize on their land 's potential, " rather
than saying, ' We are poverty stricken
and the white man did it to us, and
therefore the white man ' s goi ng to
have to help us o ut of it.' We' ve
got to do it ourselves."
In Jim Wilson 's m ind, w hat A IM
proposes for the reservatio n is a
scheme " where they can visua lize
themselves all being chiefs and sitting in front of the tepee and occasionally going out and shooting a
buffalo ."
Wilson is also critical of what
he says is A IM 's representation of
Indian culture. " It's a bu nch of
baloney . . . that all of us look alike,
act alike, eat the same food , dress
alike and think alike. " Peop le who
have talked to A IM supporters and
then to him, Wilson recal led , say,
"'Oh , but you ' re different.' You ' re
right, I' m different. That's the point
I' m trying to make. Our soc iety, our
culture is a conglomoration of individuals who have individual aspirations, and we' re not one big glob,
sitting out here on the prairie waiting to be saved or directed to something other people think is good for
us. "

Jim Wil on, an O glala Sioux, i hown movin g equipment for th e reservation 's new
hydroponi c plant, which grows eedlin gs in nutri ent fluid s.

TED MEANS, at this writing, does
not live on Pine Ridge reservation ;
he is involved with an AIM surviva l
school in Rapid City, S.D . He managed hi s brother Russell 's unsuccessful 1973 election campaign against
Richard Wilson. He gets upset at
Jim Wilson 's charge that he is an
unrealistic " buffalo hunter." " I understand you can ' t go back to the
buffalo," he said in an interview on
the neighboring Rosebud Sioux Reservation , " but we can utilize the
wisdom and teachings of our old
people to fit today."
Ted Means does not, however,
deny that his plans for Pine Ridge
are a radical departure from that of
the Wilsons . "What Russell Means
was te lling the peop le was, ' I f you
wa nt to be sovereign, you got to
act sovereign,'" The Means platfo rm, he reporte d, ca ll ed for " doi ng
away with" t he In dia n Reorganization Act of 1934 (which replaced
the traditional form of tribal government with the present elected
form), and for moving the (BIA)
agency out of Pine Ridge to a more
centra l location . The BIA and Publ ic Health Service would then be
" phased out" and rep laced by India n contro ll ed programs. The white
ranc hers and t raders " would have to
go " off the reservation , compensation for their holdings being taken
care of by the federal government,
which " fraudulently" set them up
on In dian land . And the economic
development of the tribe would
focus on survival by trading with
" other Indian nations. "
What is not often reported is that
A IM 's plans would develop over a
period of time. " It's a process that's
goi ng to take a lot of time, " Means
asserted . " White peop le especia ll y
have no patience. When you try to
te ll them something, they think it's
going to happen tomorrow. It's
going to take time, and there is
going to be sacrifice and it' ll get
tougher between now and that time,
but we will have control of our
own lives. "
The tribal council system stands
in the way of gaining that contro l,
he said , and is an invitation to corruption . Ted Means is well aware of
the reservation ' s potential wealth ,
but what he focuses on is not the
$33 million yearly coming to Pine
Ridge. Means is more concerned
that the average per capita in come
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Most Indians on reservation live in
small communities such as this.

on Pine Ridge Reservation is $900
per person . "Something's wrong,
man," he said.
Asked how he would achieve his
goals, Means said the first step
would be an educational campaign
to teach Indians to assert their " sovereignty. " Then , "we just assume
jurisdiction ... How is this country
cel~brating 200 years? Because they
decided , 'We're going to control
our own thing.' /1 Money for tribal
development would still come from
the federal government, in accordance with (neglected ) treaty agreements, but the Indians would control the fur;ids. " I don 't care who
questions this," he said. ,;There's
not anybody in this world going to
tell us how to run our lives. This
process is going to take some time
but we're beginning to move."
'
FATHER GEORGE PIERCE, is di rector of the Episcopal mission on
Pine Ridge Reservation. (There is
~o Un ited Methodist congregational
1~volvement among the
Oglala
S10.ux, b_ut . there is United Presbyterian m1ss1on work, directed by the
Reverend Guy Rondell , who is pastor of the Pine Ridge Church . Regrettably, I was unable to meet him.)
He has ~ ived there for eleven years,
and claims to " think Indian ." He

doesn' t like the violence and laments the lack of a stronger " moderate" political force within the
tribe. " The problems we have on
this reservation are potentially present on every reservation, " he said.
Those who think otherwise, " haven't
come to their own moment of
truth ," where everything breaks into
the open.
As Father Pierce sees it, Wounded
Knee (1973) was the eruption of a
long-felt pain, and has its roots in a
huge amount of frustration . " The
common people feel frustrated and
not represented . Even our leaders
get frustrated and feel they aren't
heard . There's a tremendous breakdown between our local and national politics. To whom may the
lndiari go with his complaints? OK,
he goes to the community council,
and the community council takes it
to the district council and the district council takes it to the tribal
council, and then where do you go?
Take it to the BIA and the BIA takes
it back to the tribal council. " The
Indian voice is not heard in the state
legislature, he charged, and it is not
~eard in the U.S. Congress, except
1n subcommittees, "where there've
been a lot of hearings for people
who think they are experts," and
there was an unhappy smile in what
he said next, "like me."
But the number one problems for
the reservation, according to Father
Pierce, are "alcoholism and the
breakup of the family. " Father Pierce
did not want to go on public record
by naming individual leaders he considers "alcoholics," but he did observe that " a lot of fights are due
to the alcoholic way of thinking,"
and he did fix his name to a joint
statement by Catholic, Episcopal and
Presbyterian clergy on the reserve
which called, in part, for tribal leaders who are " not chemically addicted."
Alcoholism is a major factor in
what Father Pierce sees as the breakup of the Indian family, other factors including the " cluster housing"
promoted by the government. (Cluster housing often means that Indians may not have their homes
built on their own allotment of
land.) " There's tremendous separati~rn and a lot of adultery," Father
Pierce reported . " I think there is a
high divorce rate, but I don't know.
We get very few marriages. Maybe
we have in our whole mission five

marriages a year, and we' re talking
abo ut a constituency of 3,000 people."
SISTER MARGARET HAWK met
me in a room jampacked with her
family . A member of the tribe, she
ha s been on, off, and back on the
reservation, and today works for
the Episcopal mission , as a lay Episcopal sister. She too, laments the
breakdown of the old family and
kinship patterns. She remembers
how close the families used to be.
" When we were young, one of my
brothers was courting, and we'd tell
our mother, 'Our brother was talking to that girl.' And my mother
would say to him , ' Don 't do that.
She's my niece.' And everytime he'd
have a new girl friend , we'd tell
on him , and my mother would say,
' Don' t do that. She's my niece.' So
finally he said, 'There's one place I
can go and that girl won ' t be a relative of yours.' So mother said
'Where?' and he said, ' China .' /1
'
The way it used to be, Sister Hawk
remembers, all her sisters' children
and her brothers' children would
call her " Mom". She' d be their "second mother." But now some of her
nephews and nieces call her "aunt."
The breakdown of the extended
family pattern, she thinks, started
sometime after World War II .
Yet some of the ties remain and
Sister Hawk has hopes that those
family ties will help carry the tribe
through its current political trouble.
"We don't get vitamins and vegetables every day," she said 1 "but
we'll never starve. We're go ing to
share whatever little we have. We're
not going to let each other down .
That's a big part of our life."
Asked what she thought it was
most important for people outside
Pine Ridge to know, Sister Hawk
said, "Well , the talk now is Bicentennial. This country, when the white
man came, was founded with God
on (people's) minds. It became a
Christian nation, and if more people
would look back to God ... " And
then she paused . " I'm not going to
celebrate the Bicentennial because
I was al ready here." Then she
added , " I wish people would look
b~ck to God . I think we're beginning to be a nation forgetting what
God is." •
Charley Lerrigo is a staff writer for
the Board of Global Ministries and reporter for Newsline Global.
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·e have all read , heard and
, . seen on television reports
· from visitors to the People's
Republic of China, almost uniformly
lyrical about the happiness, the smiling good humor and friendliness ,
and the selfless dedication to others
and to the state of the people. There
is almost no crime in China today,
we are told , no drug abuse, no
drunkenness ; there are no homeless, lon ely wanderers, almost no
illegitimate births or even extramarital sex .
As we read our newspapers and
watch our television and look at
the world around us, we may well
wonder if those visitors to China
have been brainwashed on the basis
of a few carefully selected glimpses
or if the Chinese Communi sts have
~

really achieved what amounts to a
mass conversion of 800 million people within a generation, involving
an astonishing redirec tion if not reversal of what we are inclin ed to
consider basic human values and
drives.
As one of those recently return ed
visitors to China , a typical-I presume-instant expe rt on the basis of
twenty-t hree days on the scene,
days crowded with relentles s activity to the point of almost complete ex haustion , I would vote
against the brainwashing thesis . I
was not the only one of our group
of twenty-a group focused on
interest in early-childhood education-who came away with a
degree of salty skepticism regarding the long-range future of some

of the social programs, a concern apparently shared by high
Communist leaders if we may judge
from their emphasis on the need
for continual struggle. Still it is hard
to imagin e ahyone interested in
visiting China at all who would not
be impressed by the immen se accomp li shm ent of feedi ng, clothing,
housing and employing, in schools
or on jobs, 800 million people, most
of w hom before the Communist
take-over-Liberation is the proper
term for this in China-would have
existed at or below the barest subsistence leve l. As for the loss of individual liberties, the va st majority
of the Chinese had practically none
to lose .
Those who were the " haves" before the take-over-the rich busi-
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ness men , government officials, land
owners, fore ign-educated intellectuals and their families- perhaps
something like five percent of the
population , did of course lose . And
it is important to remember that
even this small percentage would
have included thirty million or more
individuals. As we know, two million fled to Taiwan , another several
million to Hong Kong. An unknown
but sizable number were eliminated .
A good many of the rest accepted,
with whatever grace they could
muster, the down-grading of their
standard of livi ng to something
like the customary two rooms per
family, and of their careers to
bei ng low-sa laried emp loyees of the
government-though their salary
range is in most cases considerably
higher than the average, we were
assured .
Still, perhaps 95 percent of the
population is vastly better off today
in material terms than their fathers
ever dreamed of being. And in more
spiritual terms, they have been given
hope, a sense of occupying a valuable place in the community and
a sense of direction and of commitment to the improvement of their
society-a commitment and sense
of direction sadly lacking among
many in our country.
"Socialism is good indeed," a government publication quotes an 'old
woman ' of fifty-five plus as saying.
"The big revolutionary family warms
our hearts, the cadres (party members) of our residents' committees
and our neighbors are just like my
re latives." And this genuine warmth
of concern for one another is evident at many levels .
In factory nurseries, crying babies are quickly picked up by a
staff member and cuddled . The care
seems very warm and personal. It
is not true, incidentally, that babies
are taken from their parents and
reared in impersonal , institutionalized surroundings. Young women
are, however, encouraged , even expected to join the work force ; and
day care is provided for their babies
after their eight weeks' maternity
leave is up. Many babies are cared
for in the homes by grandparents,
though . Since men retire at the age
of sixty and women at fifty-five in
general , there are many retirees to
help with child rearing . In fact even
durin g the kindergarten years from

"Youngsters from
the age of eighteen months on
sing little songs about
Going to Visit Chairman Mao
in much the same spirit
in which our children
might sing Jesus Loves Me."

four to seven only
45 percent of the children
attend school, the rest being
reared in the homes.
Character building along Communist lines starts in the day nurseries,
with training of the sort our children get in Sunday Schools, but with
Chairman Mao and the State substituted for Jesus and the Kingdom
of Heaven . Chairman Mao's thoughts
and sayings are substituted for holy
scripture. In at least one government booklet, quotations from
Chairman Mao are printed in bold
face type very much as some Bibles
set the words of Jesus apart in red
ink-and with much the same sense
of reverence, though the Mao quotations are quite pragmatic:
" Learn through doing."
" Walk on two legs-be self reliant."
" Weed through the old to bring
forth the new."
" It is highly necessary for young
people with education to go to the
countryside to be reeducated by

the poor and lower-middle peasants. "
" Make the past serve the pre sent
and foreign things serve China ."
" Dig tunnels deep, store grain
everywhere, but never seek hegemony," or, to paraphrase another
quotation , China will never be a
super power but will support struggles of oppressed peoples everywhere.
Children get these and other lessons through little moral stories and
films, all focusing on service to
others, to the commune and to the
state . One popular cartoon film , of
which there are not many, features
two little sisters, six and nine years
of age, living on the grasslands of

Central Asia , who fight their way
through a tremendous blizzard , risking their lives to save the sheep the
commune has entrusted to them.
Youngsters from the age of eighteen months on sing little so ngs
about Going to Visit Chairman Mao ,
in much the same spirit in which our
children might sin g Jesus Loves Me ,
This I Know . Actual ly the first
Chinese characters chi ldren learn
to recognize spe ll out " We love
Chairman Mao." There are songs
about the joy of labor, too, brightened by the colorful costumes the
children wear.
Some of the other little dances
are faintly disquieting to a western
visitor once he realizes that the

sma ll smiling prancers are plunging
their broomstick bayonets with
great zest into the imagined bosoms
of capitalist imperialists or socialist
imperialists (Soviet Russia). Happily
they seemed in no instance to associate the visiti ng " aunties and uncles" whom they had greeted so
warmly with outstretched hands
with those dread characters, the
capita li st imperialists whom they
were stabbing and figuratively trampling underfoot in dance time.
The children act out small dramatizations, in a favorite one of which
a young person finds a coin in the
street. In stead of keeping it for herself she turns it over to a policeman
on duty at the corner, to be used
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These waitresses sing "Armed with
Mao Tse-lung's Thought," a popular
tune, at the frontier station.

for th e good of the state. After
watc hin g thi s, the ch ildren are enco u rage d to tell th eir ow n experiences at findin g thin gs and returning
th em to their owners.
A no th er of th e m o ral tales show s
a yo un g child entru sted with a baske t o f app les to di stribute to th e
gro up . Of co urse so me appl es are
large r th an o th ers, and th e child
nob ly d ecides to keep th e small es t
fo r him se lf. The small es t child in
the gro up, howeve r, insi sts th at he
m ust have the sm all es t appl e because he is the sm all es t child .
A ll these littl e dram as simil arly
exemp li fy the Co mmuni st virtu esnot at all un like th ose o f th e Bea titudes- of se lfl ess ness, mee kn ess,
ho nesty, devoti o n to se rvi ng o th ers
and th e state. Most stro ngly remi n iscen t of the Bea titud es is th e rol e
of the pea cema kers in co ntemporary Ch inese society. Th e peacemakers , in the fo rm o f pee r di scussion gro ups, arb itra te di sag ree ments
at al l levels fro m fa mily q uarrels to
fa cto ry ma nageme nt p robl ems. In
so doing th ey rep lace m os t o f th e
legal apparatu s needed fo r th e se ttlin g of troub led relatio nshi ps in
oth er land s. Whi le these di sc ussio n
group s, with their emp hasis o n th e
indu cin g o f se l f- c riticism , are new
36
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in th eir present form , th ey are in a
rea l sense a natural o utgrow th o f
th e past. Th ere has always bee n less
empha sis o n written law and fo rm al
in stitution s in Chin a th an in th e
we st. Simil arly, oth er facets o f Chi nese Co mmuni sm th at at fir st gl ance
ap pea r
startlingly
revo luti o nary
p rove, upo n close r exa min ati o n, to
be evoluti o nary instea d .
Co nsider, fo r exa mpl e, th e predo min ance o f ath eism . It is easy to
ass um e th at th e ge neral Chin ese
lack of beli ef in and reve rence for
a sup erhum an pow er recogni zed as
th e crea to r and gove rn o r o f th e uni ve rse has sprun g up as a revolu ti o nary respo nse to th e spur o f
wo rld co mmuni sm , wh ose godl essness has seem ed to m any o f us o ne
o f its into lerabl e charac teri sti cs . A ctu all y th e co nce pt of an omni scient
and o mnipo tent God has neve r had
th e impo rtance in China th at it has
had in mu ch o f th e rest o f th e wo rld .
Think bac k to th e three reli gio ns
w hi ch shaped Chin a's traditi o nal
pa ttern s of livin g. Th ey w ere Co nfu ciani sm , Tao ism and Buddhi sm .
Co nfu ciani sm w as basica ll y agnos ti c.
Sim p ly skirtin g th e id ea o f God, it
co nce ntrated o n th e social ord er.
Tao ism, " Th e W ay" in M and arin ,
visuali zed th e uni ve rse as bein g in
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co nstant m o ti o n, a rh y thmi c, flow in g mo ti o n gove rn ed not by a patern al God fi gure b ut by the interpl ay o f two altern ating fo rcesya ng and yin- d ay and night,
wa rmth and co ld , heaven and earth ,
male and fem ale. Prop er ad aptation
o f all th e parts o f thi s grea t organic
entity to o ne anoth er w o uld , th e
Tao assum ed , res ult in a harm o niou s
society.
Th e Buddh a him self, fo und er o f
Bud d hi sm , did no t be li eve in a God
wh o rul ed th e universe. Th e Bud dha was rath er a teacher o f th e
Go ld en M ea n, a temperate and di spass io nate set o f rul es for ri ght living. It is tru e th at by th e tim e Budd hi sm reached Chin a th e Buddha
had bee n deifi ed . But th e interes tin g thin g abo ut th ese three phil oso phi es in term s o f to d ay's w o rld is
th at th eir found ers were all bas ica lly
tea chers o f a mo ral way o f life ce ntered no t o n God and after li fe but
o n relati o ns betwee n hum an bein gs
here o n ea rth ; and thi s is bas ica lly
wh at M ao Tse- tun g, in hi s w ay, is
to day. •
Jane W erne r Wa tso n, of Sa nta Ba rbara , Cal iforn ia, is a free-lance wri ter
for ch ildren and you ng peop le w ho
visit ed China w ith a group o f ea rl y
child hood educato rs.

ISSU€S

IN LATIN AMERICA
Mexico is old- remind ers of her
proud pas t are everyw here in th e
ruin s and archaeo log ica l di scove ri es
and in th e co ntinuin g cultural influences of Az tec, To ltec and Mayan
civi li za tion s. In th e earl y 16th century th e Spani sh in va der, Co rtes ,
fo und a b ri ll ia nt but wa ning empi re. He ca ptu red its mo narch and
cl ai med th e land for Spai n, and for
th e nex t three centuri es th e Sp ani sh
mi xe d with the Indian s, creatin g a
new ra ce-the mes tizo s-a nd a new
language, reli gion and ci vili za tion .
In 181 0 M exican ind epend ence
was w on und er the leadership of
Fath er Hidalgo y Ca stilla , w hose
ra ll yi ng cry was equal ri ghts fo r Indi ans and land refo rm . Th e aim of
eve ry rebel movement in Mexico
si nce has bee n to break th e powe r
and land ho ldin gs of th e old Spanis h
co lo ni al ari stocracy and th e co mmerc ia l and military oli garchi es alli ed w ith it. From 1855, w hen Benito Ju arez orga nized th e move ment
agai nst the d icta to r, Sa nta A na, an
anti cler ica l element has also bee n
prese nt. Yet even today neithe r land
refo rm no r eq ual ri ghts have bee n
full y im p lemented ; no r has th e
powe r of th e co nse rvative oli ga rchy
bee n broken.
Sin ce th e tim e o f the Ju arez presid ency, which lasted from 1857 to
1872, interrupted bri efl y by the
reign of M ax imilian fro m 1864-67,
Mexica n po liti cs has bee n d o m inated by o utpourings of rh eto ri c
and vi ol ent uph eava ls aim ed at di slodgin g th e interlocking powe rs of
th e church, th e landow ners, and th e
military. Th e language o f such M ex ica n charters as th e Ley Tejada and
th e Co nstitution of 1857 are echoed
in every later reform platform .
The Le y Te jada authori zed confiscation of church property, includ-

in g school s and hos pitals. Th e Co nstitution of 1857 es tabli shed sec ul ar
education ; th e ri ght to reno un ce
cle ri ca l vows ; freedo m of speech,
press, assembl y ; and abol ished
church courts and church ow nershi p
of property.

The Mexican Revolution
The Mexi can Revolution ea rly th is
century and the co nsti tuti o n of 1917
on which pre sent Mexican gove rnment
is bas ed
attempted
to
strengthen the reform s of 1857.
Laws we re enacted th at pro hib ited
th e ree lection o f all pu b li c officia ls
and a new political party, th e In stitutional Revoluti o nary Party (PRI )
was organized to be resp on sib le fo r
th e co ntinu ation o f revo lutio nary
p rinciple s and idea ls.
Neverth eles s, t he im p lementatio n
of reform m eas ures has bee n delaye d and avo id ed in many instances, o r ca rri ed o ut in effec tive ly.
Ma ny spea k of th e " froze n revo luti o n." Th e auth o rity of th e Chu rc h
has bee n im perv io us to secu lar attac k. Schemes of land d istrib uti on
have proven d ifficult to impl ement
and in effici ent in prac ti ce . As late
as 1960, Mex ica n corn yields remain ed less th an eight bu shels per
acre; w hil e in Ca nada, fo r in sta nce,
th ey had ri se n to mo re th an 38
bu shels per ac re.
No neth eless, th e co lo rful ca reers
and fiery sloga ns of Zapata, Pancho
Vi ll a, and Carra nza, th e p ro lo nged
strugg le and the revo lutio nary o utbrea ks, have deve lo ped in M ex ica ns
a se nse o f id entity and purpose un matched in any o th er Lati n A meri can republi c. A nd th e ea rl y o utspo ken liberali sm of M ex ico ' s insurgents had p ree mp ted th e ta lki ng
points of later radi ca l mo ve ments,
rendering Mex ica n unres t im mun e
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to later imported brand s o f radi calism.
In the 1970s, w ith visibl e eco nom ic progress, in spite of threatened ove rpopu lation and w id e di sparity of income betw een rural and
urban workers (rural per capi ta income is less th an o ne fou rth of urban per capita in co me), an d wi th
the possibility of energy sufficie ncy
in new ly discovered oil rese rves,
Mexico is in a po si ti o n o f un do ubted leaders hip amo ng Latin
A merican nations. Pres id ent Lu is
Echeverria Al varez, rul ing in w hat
has been an essentiall y o ne party
government si nce 1910, has bee n
ab le to pursue ind epende nt pol icies in regard to the gian t at his
northern borde r and to ass ume
leadership in acti o ns taken in th e
interests of Latin Ameri can s.
Presidents Gerald Ford and Luis Echeverria pl ace a wreath on the tomb of
Padre Eu sebio Kino, a Jes uit missionary who fo unded 22 missio·n s in northern Mexico a nd sou thern Arizona.

Mexico, as much as any Latin
American country, has felt the
w eight of · neighborliness from the
United States. The fact that our
southwes tern states were created
out of land that once was Mexico
is not forgotten by Mexicans. Nor
are the economic encroachments
that resulted from private and publi c investment by American corporation s and administrations in
Mexican resources, often when unrest or fiscal crisis created a need
for ready cash and allowed investm ent or loans on terms advantageous to northern investors. Like
Canada , which has also invited and
re sented American control of industry, Mexico depends on extensive imports of industrial machinery
and vehicles from the United States
to tool its development. The tourist industry, most of it from across
the Rio Grancle, is economically important to Mexico also. The United
States is Mexico' s single most important customer as well, receiving
more than half of all Mexican exports.

The Oil Industry

(Top) The market of San Cristobal Las Casas, south of Mexico. (Bottom) Mexico's

e~ort to be more closely identified wilh " third world" nations is symbolized in

this photo of President Luis Echeverria and Vasse r Arafat, chairman of the Palestine
Liberation Organ izatio n. Mexico's support of several Anti-Zionism votes in the
U.N. has resulted in a balklash of American Jewish tourist sentiment and the
cancellation of hundreds of group tours to Mexico since November.
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Recently there has been speculation about newly discovered oil deposits in southeast Mexico, and
hope that they may be developed
to benefit the hemisphere and ease
shortages of oil in the United States.
President Echeverria did not mention wastefulness or governmental
shortsightedness in his announcement of Mexican policy concerning
the new reserves. But it was evident
that he had the American example
before him when he declared late
in 1974 that in exploiting the oil
Mexico's policy will be "profoundly
nationalist and anti-imperialist."
Mexico's oil industry, until recently of limited economic importance, has been nationalized
since 1938, when President Cardenas expropriated all foreign petroleum enterprises in a desperate
move to gain economic independ ence and start the country moving out of the paralysis and lassitude of the great depression . Actually it was not the seizure of foreign industries and other efforts at
recovery that lifted Mexico out of its
difficulties, but the advent of World
War II.
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M exic o Ci ty

Remarkable progress during the
1940' s gave Mexico the prestige
and stability for Latin American
leadership. Mexico was active in the
formation of the United Nations and
Organization
of American
the
States .
Successive Mexican presidents
have taken independent stands on
issues involving the United States
in regard to trade, military influence, and pol itical intervention.
Mexico supported t he Allende government in Chile and the integration of Castro' s Cuba into the Organization of American States .
The Mexican Constitution
Although the Mexican constitution provides for a presidential term
of six years and the president cannot succeed himself in office, every
president since 1917 has belonged
to the Institutional Revolutionary
Party. The Party has had only nominal competition . Inevitably it has
extended its control over nearly
every aspect of Mexican life. Just
as inevitably, it has often been corrupt and dictatorial in its policies .
Protests from the left, as in 1968,
have frequently been met with repression and even violence.
President Echeverria, in particular,
has antagonized groups on both the
right and the left. To powerful business leaders many recent govern-
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ment moves in economy and taxa tion are socialist. To many in a very
active guerril la movement, as we ll
as others in the new middle class
of professionals-teachers, artists,
writers-government failure to implement certain social reforms and
al leviate the chronic poverty and
unemployment
that
widespread
plague almost half of the popu lation , ind icate
that non-violent
change may not be possib le. Nevertheless, Echeverria has introduced
some modest reforms , curbing industry to combat inflation , placing
restrictions on foreign investments,
and creating a gradual about face
in government family planni ng policy from no involvement at al l to
the establishment of government
clinics .
What seems most exotic to many
Americans who visit Mexico for the
first time-the buildings, customs,
faces, the cultural antiquity present
even in the centers of bustling modern cities-is basic to the Mexican
reality. Mexico' s prob lems, aspirations and comp lexities are o lder and
profoundly different from those of
the U.S. Stil l, other problems facing
Mexicans today have an ominously
familiar ring to Americans: unemp loyment, runaway inflation , distrust of authority, and individual
unease of spirit. •

• Mexico is our nearest neighbo r
to the south, sharing a border of
more than 2,000 miles with th e
United States. With an area of
761,601 square miles , it is th e
third largest country in Lati n
America.
• With a population of more th an
53 ,000,000, it is the seco nd most
populous country in Latin America . Only Brazil has more people.
• It is di ve rse geographically and
cultural ly, with arid plains, tropica l forests, and mountainou s terrain , with sophisticated cities and
inaccessible rural villages .
• Two out of three Mexicans are
of mi xed Indian and Spanish
descent. The remainder are Indians of unmi xed blood .
• Seven in ten Mexicans can read,
though there are sti ll vil lages
where the inhabitants do not
speak Spanish , but know only
their own Indian di alect. With a
long intellectual history, th e nation 's first university was establi shed in 1551 .
• Per capita income is $780. Despite a sizable middle cla ss, th ere
is great disparity between the
rich and the poor. The poorest
40 percent have seen their sha re
of the nati o na l wealth shrink
from 14 to 11 percent in the last
20 yea rs, while the ri chest 10
pe rcent now take over half.
• Mexican farmers grow a wi de
variety of foodstuffs , and the
country is genera lly self-sufficient
in agricu lture with the exception
of meat and dairy products. Major industr ies include food processing,
beverages,
tobacco,
chemicals, meta ls and metal
products,
m1n 1ng,
petroleum
products. 60 percent of Mexico' s
exports are to the U.S., and 64
percent of her imports come from
this country.
• Despite nationalist sentiment,
many sectors of the Mexcian
economy are dominated by U.S.
interests. Although the petroleum
industry was nationalized in the
1930's, in 1960 U.S. corporations
controlled 92 percent of Mexico's
chemical industry and 81 percent
of the pharmaceuti ca l sector.

(Top) The state of Chiapas
in Mexico is one of the
poorest in the nation. (Bottom) Pilgrims observe the
traditional penance at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadelupe in Mexico City.

THE CHURCH IN MEXICO
In spite of political anti-clericalism, most Mexicans are nominally
loyal to the Roman Catholic Church. There are fewer than one
million Protestants.
Early Protestant missions established schools and created a literate
audience receptive to the Bible, which was distributed in Spanish
editions in the first half of the 19th century. Some impetus was
given Protestantism by the anti-clericalism of reform movements
and drives for religious freedom . Within the Catholic Church a
split developed at the time of the revolution of 1857, but no major
erosion from the Church occurred. Benito Juarez, who became
president at that time, expressed the opinion that in Mexico
"Indians should be Protestantized," that they needed a religion
that would "teach them to read and not to waste their earnings
on lighting candles to the saints."
Presbyterian missionaries arrived in Mexico in 1872 and were
followed the next year by Methodists, from both the Methodist
Episcopal Church and Methodist Episcopal Church South. The
Methodist groups, which operated in different geographic regions,
began cooperating in 1914, and in 1930 the unified, autonomous
Methodist Church of Mexico wa s formed .
At the time of the revolution of 1910, Protestant as well as
Catholic churches were restricted . Most Protestant schools were
closed, and clergy were forbidden to discuss politics. Nevertheless,
toward the end of that long struggle American Protestants provided medical supplies and other relief to victims of the war.
Marian McKechnie points out in an unpublished account, The
Protestant Movement in Mexico since 1916, that while the Mexican
revolution of 1910 and aft~r was anti-religious and not merely anticlerical , Catholic institutions were primary targets of the many
suppressions and seizures. " President Calles," she writes, " publically recognized that the Protestant ministers complied with the
law at a time when the priests defied it. . . . Protestant churches
were asked to cooperate with the government in its official antialcohol ic campaign ; and the importance of their support was recognized. The importance of Protestant work among the Indians was
also recognized ; and some Protestant schools were allowed to remain open ."
There were instances of suppression of Protestantism during the
1930's and some persecution of Protestants by anti-religious officials and fanatic Catholic groups. Some laws operated to the advantage of Protestant churches, however. In spite of restrictions the
number of Protestants continued to increase. Regulations against
non-Mexican clergy had the effect of producing a national church
with strong lay leadership ; so that in the development of foreign
missions into a national church, as in the social aims of its reformers, Mexico pioneered the way that other developing nations
would go.
Today the Methodist Church in Mexico has 204 churches w ith a
con stituency of about 50,000. The National Presbyterian Church of
Mexico has a community of 150,000. Th ere are two Methodi st annual conferences, each with its own bi shop. In 1973 wh en th e
centenary of Methodi sm in Mexico wa s cel ebrated , one of th e
events of th e w ee k of obse rvances wa s th e commi ss ioning of two
mi ss ionaries, the Rev. and Mrs. Horacio Rios (see NWO JulyAugust, 1975) to th e United States from th e Methodist Church
in Mexico.
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JESUS AND WOMAN, by Lisa Sergio.
McLean, Virginia, 1975: EPM Publications ; 139 pages, $7.95.
The sub-title describes this book as
"An excitin g discovery of wh at H e offered her." Th e au thor was the first
woman radio commentator in Europe;
she was born in Florence, Italy. Durin g
World War II she escaped from Europe
and became the first woman commentator on opera in New York, and la ter
a news commentator and analyst , and
for ten years was a visiting lecturer at
Columbia University.
In Jesus and Woman, the author brilliantly anal yses and discusses impassionately the special ways in which Jesus
spoke to and about women. There is, she
affirms, every evidence that throughout
his ministry, his every word and act
showed his concern for the dignity and
equality of women- a far cry from the
attitude toward, and treatment of,
women in the society in which he lived .
E verywhere around him women were
treated as chattel, they had no legal
rights, they were valued only for childbearing-especially of sons, and for the
early years when they were the only
teachers of children.
"Delving into the scriptures for this
appraisal," writes the author, "one is
struck by the fact that almost every time
Jesus broke new ground in his ministry,
a woman was cast in a primary role at
his side, as though he wished to highlight her importance by linking her with
an act which he had never performed
before. Ten such occasions can be singled out, each involving a different
woman who, in no way unique as an individual, is typical of other women of
all time. " These women are Mary, the
mother of Jesus ; Mary of Magdaia; the
sisters of Lazarus-Mary and Martha ;
the wife of Pontius Pilate; a Samaritan
woman; a penniless widow; a sick
woman; a generous woman; and an
adultress. A chapter of the volume is
devoted to each of these women and
the situation in which they were given
mention and consideration by Jesus.
In closing chapters, the author points
to the earliest days of the Christian
church, after Jesus' resurrection, of the

la rge number of women who became
active proclaimers of the Gospel, not because th ey had b een commiss ion ed as
members of th e Twelve but had seen
and believed the Master's se1vice. Th e
author also points out that th e Gospel
writers , who had b een trained from
childhqod to regard women as inferior,
accepted them as did Jesus; and she
points out also that after the resurrection Jesus appeared first to a woman
who could cry out to the discipl es "I
have seen the Lord! "
"There is need for women such as
she in today's world'', says the author
concerning Mary of Magdaia. "Women
who can bring out of their own depths
the activism, the meditative and the
mysticism, th e seeds of which are dormant in every human being. But when
Jesus sent the Magdaline, as he h ad
once sen t the Samaritan, to be his
messenger to man , he was making it unmistakably clear tha t humankind is a
partnership and that sharing is its lifeline. Whatever Jesus gave to woman ,
the gift was not for her alone. H er duty
was to share it with the men and to
rriake it acceptable by virtue of her
own understandin g of its value. The
men's part was then to carry the gift
further by their own p articular power
of outreach, by their own particular
activism , and their own particular spiritual drive."
This volume is not a treatise on women's liberation as it is generally presented today, but it proclaims (with
scriptural support) that men and women
are different but equal, and equally
needed for the welfare of the human
race. It is thought-provoking and will
be disturbing to men and women alike.
W.W.R.
INTO THE WILDERNESS, by Hubert F. Beck and Robert L. Otterstad.
Philadelphia, 1975: Fortress Press,
paperback, 90 pages, $2.75.
This volume is a unique and valuable
dialogue-meditation
based
on
the
temptations of Jesus in the wilderness
and on the cross. Each of the seven
chapters is divided into two p arts:
dialogue between Jesus and the tempter
Satan; followed by a related dialogue
on the modem temptation that comes
to the Common Man-again a dialogue
with Satan.
For example, in the chapter entitled
"The Temptations of Power," Satan
tempts Jesus to test whether or not
God means that His angels will guard
him from harm if he jumps off the pinnacle of the temple. After discussion
back and forth, Jesus says to Satan,

"Th ere wi ll be a showdown between us
one day. . . . I intend to demonstrate
that th e F a ther has never for an instant
relinquished his control, no matter how
much you may h ave distorted an d disturbed his world . . . . I will never become your servant, a party to your claim .
... You do not rule the world and you
will not rule my life." In the second part
of this chap ter, Satan tempts Common
Man to em bezzle funds to care for his
daughter, whose illness is driving him
to despair. Satan presents a plan for
Common Man to steal from his employer, since God appears to have forsaken
the family. Common Man promises, in
the end, to consider Satan's proposition
and to let him know his decision later.
There are many uses in which this
volum e can prove of value: a series of
sermon and/ or dialogues on the temptations that came to Jesus and their
parallels in modem life ; class study; outlin es for other sermons; family reading
and discussion .
The authors of Into the Wilderness
are pastors of Lutheran churches.
W . w. REID
STRANGER AND TRAVELER: The
Story of Dorothea Dix, American
Reformer, by Dorothy Clarke Wilson.
Boston, Mass., 1975: Little, Brown
and Company, 342 pages, $8.95.
Dorothea Dix was a most distinguished social reformer of the 19th century. She came from New England but
she really belongs to the whole earth.
H er great contribution was in care for
the mentally ill . She found that they
were treated as common criminals and
assigned the deepest and darkest dungeons of the inadequate prisons that our
coun try afforded a century ago. She almost single-handedly and alone brought
about reform. She was the major force
behind the new legislation of many
states regarding the care of the mentally
ill . She also pressed this battle in Europe, even with the Pope. Her influence
extended also to the Japanese Empire.
Though an invalid much of h er life,
she was an incessant traveler and crusader. She was sometimes called "a restless pilgrim." Moreover, she was Superintendent of Nurses for the Union Army
during the Civil War.
After reading this book, the reader
will be grateful to God for his gift to our
society of Dorothea Dix.
JAMES K . MATHEWS
James K. Mathews is bishop of the
Washington Area of the United Methodist Church and president of the Ecum enical and lnterreligious Concerns Division of BOGM.
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I am sending this subscription to is new to
The Methodist Church, and want just this sort
of magazine to inform them of th e church in
mission.
MRS. LLOYD

c.

Z OLLER

Springfield, Ohio
A REPORT FROM KOREA
MISSIONARIES AND MULTINATIONALS

In the September issue you raise thoughtful concern over the practices of some multinationals in the editorial "To Bribe or Not to
Bribe." One aspect that is often overlooked is
that the bribe is in fact a form of extortion
that is built into the fabric of the country.
In response to these same forces, missionary
agencies, missionaries, and national churchmen
have frequently acted as the multinationals.
Perhaps, the "age old questions" should also
be asked in the council rooms of our denominations.
EUGENE

w.

LEE

Daly City, California
MEXICAN JAILS

I fail to find anything in your magazine on
the plight of young Americans ( 500 approximately) in Mexican jails.
Articles on this issue have been on T.V. and
in the newspapers for the last six months.
There are reports of cruel treatment, no
trials, innocent and guilty jailed and the Mexican officials refuse to discuss it. If this is true,
our young people are being denied their human
rights.
Evidentl y, Mexico is doing this with our U.S.
Aid. We joined with Mexico "during the Nixon
Era and made a great show of cracking down
on drug pushers. It would seem that the
harshest treatment is given our young by jailing
them in Mexico.
I am sure there are many Christians in
Mexico who are disturbed by this just as Christians in this country are disturbed . Chavez's
farm workers have been supported all the way
by Christians in this country.
A subscriber of many years
(Name withheld by request)
"M EDDLING" IN CHILE?

According to former Bishop Zottele of the
Methodist Church of Chile, at least some of
the officials from the Board of Global Ministries have been "meddling" in his country
where they had no business. Some of us have
been convinced that a great deal of this is
taking place in many parts of the world. The
consistent support by many leaders of the
United Methodist Church of left-wing dictatorships as good, or at least much better, than
other forms of government, is of concern to
many Methodists.
I believe the Board of Global Ministries
should listen carefully to the charges made by
the former bishop.
FRANK H. PRINCE

District Superintendent, United
Methodist Church
Avondale Estates, Georgia
A NEW FAMILY IN CHURCH

Enclosed please find my personal check for
$4.00. This to cover cost of a one-year subscription to New World Outlook, to be sent as
a gift.
I have been a subscriber for many years, and
enjoy each copy of the magazine. The family
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The year 1975 has been a year so frought
with tensions, trauma, discouragement, heartache and grief that we're not quite sure how
it managed to get by so quickly. At times, it
seemed as though it would never end, but now
that it's over, we wonder where it went so
quickly. The fact that we have survived it
relatively intact, relatively cheerful and relatively optimistic is dramatic testimony both
to the resilience of the human spirit, but even
more to the power of the Lord to heal hurt
and bring joyous light to the darkest gloom.
Only a partial listing of the events of the
year suggest what we have been through. The
execution of eight men in April-men who
we are convinced were innocent of the charges
brought against them.
Our desperate and feeble attempts to comfort, help and encourage the wives and
children of these eight men through their unspeakable grief and rage and their financial
destitution-a ministry which still occupies us.
The arrest and imprisonment of four leading
pastors on charges of misusing funds-charges
concocted by the government in a desperate
effort to keep these men out of sight because
their compassion and courage have been an
embarrassment. At the time of this writing,
three of them are still sitting in unheated cells
awaiting the outcome of their trials. Their
courage and eloquence throughout long trial
sessions which began in the smothering heat
of summer and continue in the bitter cold of
winter, provide ample evidence of Christian
faith at work.
The death of another innocent man sentenced to five years in prison for failing to
report that a fri end had visited his home and
spent the night with him. He developed high
blood pressure in prison, was denied treatment,
suffered a massive stroke and died without
ever regaining consciousness nor seeing his
family-died while Gene was holding his hand
and trying to comfort his wife in the Red Cross
Hospital where he was finally brought after
being left to lie on a prison floor for nine
hours.
The loss of the fellowship and strength provided by our Thursday morning prayer group
when it was ordered closed down by the government. It has now been driven underground
and meets courageously in small groups.
Kim, Chi-Ha, Korea's most well known poet,
(see January issue) sits rotting in a prison cell
under 24-hour surveilance with high intensity
light, T.V. cameras and armed guards monitoring every move. H e is perm.itted no reading
nor writing materials of any kind in what appears to be a determined effort to drive him
out of his mind.
Constant reports of students being arrested
with little word of whatever happens to them.
As of this writing, church services are monitored closely by government agents. No student
group of any kind can meet unless it is under
the control of the government organized Student Defense Corps . It is a criminal offense to
criticize the president or any government
policy. Another law provides imprisonment for
up to seven years for criticizing the govern-
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ment in the presence of a foreigner. Still another requires all former "political" prisoners
to register with the government. The registration requires each person to "confess" that he
was really guilty of his "crime" and promise to
change his ways in the future. Failure to
satisfy the government at any point may result
in arrest and detention in concentration camps.
And so it goes on and on and on-all in
the name of freedom, stability and security.
A community of slum dwellers has been
ordered to leave their "homes" in the eastern
part of Seoul. Nobody knows what will be
done with the land when they leave. Each day
the police come into the area and 'tear down
their crude shacks and tents . At night they
sneak back in and set them up again because
they have no place to sleep. This is repeated
each day in the bitter winter weather. They have
appealed both to the city and to the big established churches for help. The city has responded by setting a new deadline when they
must leave. A major church in Seoul responded
by locking its gates to keep out a delegation
which came to call on them because they are
" dirty and smell bad." They have absolutely
no place to go.
REV. AND MRS. GENE MATTHEWS

Seoul, Korea
W HAT KI ND OF IMMORALITY?

I can't pass this one up?
In the November, 1975 issue "Letters" column , a reader complains, relative to an article
on homosexuals, "That type of immorality has
no place in a church magazine."
Now, pray tell, what kind of immorality has
a place in church magazines? What kind of
immorality would this dear reader like to see?
Maybe the New World Outlook should run a
poll on the type of irrunorality folks would
like in the magazine. Remember, "different
strokes for different folks."
I had so much fun writing this letter that
I'm not even angry enough anymore to comment seriously on the absurdity of the above
mentioned letter.
Incidentally, I think the magazine is great!

REv.

CLARK HOLT

Dolton, Illinois
EVANGELISM AND THE

wee

Thank you for the report on the WCC assembly's interest in evangelism (January issue).
However, it does leave me puzzled.
The report states that Dr. John Stott believes the wee must recover "a recognition
of the lostness of man." Bishop Mortimer
Arias is quoted as saying in response that he
did not share this point that, "you have to
condemn man to save him." Is this what Dr.
Stott said? Did he not say that we must only
recognize the lostness of man and not that we
must condemn him?
Indeed, we need not condemn man to save
him but an important aspect of the urgency
of evangelism is recognizing man's lostness
and condemnation. Jesus said, "He who believes in him (the Son) is not condemned;
he who does not believe is co.ndemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of
the only Son of Cod" (John 3:18 RSV).
Has Bishop Arias misunderstood Dr. Stott,
the Bible, or both?
REV. JAMES L. FISH, JR.
Brockway, Pennsylvania
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HUMAN SEXUALITY STUDY
GETS TENTATIVE SUPPORT
A study of human sexuality across
United Methodism received support
from both evangelicals and gays during
a forum in Cincinnati D ecember 29
sponsored by the United Methodist
Council on Youth Ministry.
The agreement-with some "ifs" attached b y both sides-came after a
day-long session during the UMCYM's
mid-winter meeting. Even with the conditions attached, the accord on the need
for a study was in contrast to the
sharply divergent views on sexual
orientation and Biblical authority aired
in the 13 hours of presentations and
group discussions.
The UMCYM was one of the first
groups within the denomination to call
for a church-wide study of human sexuality. It often is cited as a catalyst in
the widely-publicized debate on homosexuality in the ten-million-member
church.
Details of a proposed study were not
debated . during the forum , but the
UMCYM later in their week-long meeting voted to affirm a proposal drafted in
the Board of Church and Society. The
General Conference opening April 27
in Portland, Ore. , is expected to receive
a number of petitions on the subject
which vary widely as to how the study
might be conducted and how much
should be spent on it.
A prominent evangelical leader in the
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PROTEST U.S., SOVIET POLICIES
IN ANGOLA
Demonstrators picket near the Soviet
(top photo ) and the U.S . (bottom) Missions
to the United Nations in New York, protesting the aid the two nations are giving
to the warring factions in Angola. The
demonstrations w ere sponsored by the
American Friends Service Committee, the
Catholic Worker Movement, the Episcopal
Peace Fellowship, the Fellowship of Reconciliation and the War Registers League.
The organizations urged a withdrawal of
all foreign troops and an end to all arms
shipments to Angola and asked th e USSR
and the U.S . to "use your imm ense powers
to urge a political settlement of the differences dividing Angola, respecting its
newly won independence."
New World Outlook •
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church, the Rev. David A. Seamands of
'i\Tilmore, Ky., who was one of the
speakers here conditioned his support
of any study on its including the issue
of "Scriptural authority." Dr. Seamands
is chairman of the Evangelical Missions
Council and a former board member of
the Good News movement which has
been one of the most vocal opponents
of any easing of Book of Discipline
provisions on homosexuality.
Keith Spare, clinical director of the
Mid-American Gay Ecumenical Foundation in Kansas City, Mo., and a spokesman for the newly-forme d United
Methodist Gay Caucus, said that a study
should include both psychological and
sociological research and "must be well
done."
Prof. John N. Oswalt of Asbury Theological Seminary in W ilmore, Ky .,
termed study a "viable way of approaching the p roblem" and a way of all viewpoints understanding where "others are
coming from ." The Rev. Don McGaw,
director of the H omophile Community
Health Center in Boston, Mass., said
that the study is "vitally needed" in a
time of changing male-female relationships when "p eople look to the church
for leadership."
Prof. John Boswell of Yale University's history department said that such
a study is "the least you can do."
The chasm between viewpoints in
the homosexuality debate became apparent quickly as the five men made
their presentations. The p anel included
no women.
"Homosexual activity is forbidden because it is a denial of the creation
order," Dr. Oswalt asserted . "The plain
statements of both the Old and New
Testaments which unequivocally condemn homosexual activity are not the
result of cultural or sub-cultural quirks
. . . ( but ) the fun damental basis of the
Hebrew-Christian faith."
On the other hand, Dr. Boswell, who
is writing a book on historical attitudes
toward homosexuality, declared that apparent negative Biblical references to
the p ractice are in actuality "blatant
mistranslations" of language. H e said
that it was not until the Sixth Century
that church leaders began to quote
Biblical writings in opposition to such
activity.
Taking what he called a "pastoral
approach," Dr. Seamands said that he
would support "civil rights for gay
persons," but "could not continue to be
a minister" in a church that would take
some kinds of actions regarding homosexuality. He declined to elaborate on
what these actions might be, however.
44
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The W ilmore, Ky., pastor cited a halfdozen "confusions," in the debate on
homosexuality, including that "between
redemptive concern and permissive approval."
"God accepts me as I am, but does not
leave me as I am," he said. "In order
to best minister to homosexuals, we
ought to bring them to freedom and
redemption."
"If homosexuality is a learned b ehavior- and 99 p er cent of modern
psychology says it is- can not it be
unlearned?" he asked.
Mr. McGaw, a United Methodist
minister who is a co-founder of the
mental health facility in Boston, said
the exp erience there has been that less
than one half of one per cent of the
attemp ts to turn "homosexuals into
heterosexuals" are successful.
He said that the center, which was
founded with local United Methodist
support, helps fill a void since "the
heterosexual community has many institutions to deal with needs, but the
homosexual community has had zero."
"N either homosexuality nor heterosexuality can be defined on gender
alone," he told the UMCYM and a
dozen or so visitors at the forum , since
far more than "genitalization" is involved.
The real issue in 'bomophobia" for
men, the Boston counselor said, is
"femininphobia" which he defined as a
"fear of being like a woman with no
rights" and a fe ar of being "used as
they fantisize they use women."
Discussing the fact that homosexuality
has become more of a public issue than
formerly, Mr. McGaw said that "homosexuals have learned from black and
red oppressed peoples that sometimes
the only way you get what you are entitled to is to take it."
A need to "influence the church" was
cited by Mr. Spare as one of the major
reasons for organizing a gay caucus
within the denomination, along with
providing "ministries" for homosexuals
such as "services for the gay community
and support in the struggle for social
justice, such as fair employment and
housing practices, revision of penal
codes, and so forth ."
Terming himself in "ministry," which
he defined as "an attitude of helping
people," he said that the "call to minister
is a more inherent drive than homosexuality."
He also urged the forum to "read,
study and make sure you get to know
gay people." Individual gay people are
different from each other he said, "just
as other p eople are different."
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The issue of ministry was raised by
Dr. Seamands and D r. Oswalt, also.
Dr. Seamands said there is a difference "in ministering to homosexuals, and
being ministered · to by homosexuals."
H e added that in his opinion the "evangelical community has not ministered
to the homosexual" but has "just b elted
out (opposition to the practice) from
the p ulpit ."
Dr. Oswalt said that "it is the church's
task to minister to all p ersons, including
those who p rofess homosexual desires."
"They should be loved, for given and
encouraged as they seek to actualize the
Spirit's mastery over such desires."
The forum in Cincinnati was planned
by a UM CYM hum an sexuality task
force convened by the Rev. William
J. Barney of Burlington, Vt.
H e said that the youth agency of the
denomination "got into the discussion of
homosexuality at the point of assisting
oppressed people" and a belief that
"homosexuality should not be equated
with immorality."
Returning to the issue later during
their week-long session here, the
UMCYM agreed to ask the General
Conference to drop from the present
Social Principles one phrase concerning
homosexuality.
The phrase the youth want dropped
says " . . .we do not condone the practice of homosexuality and consider this
p ractice incompatible with Christian
teaching." By leaving this in the Discipline, the youth say, the chrach has
rendered a judgment before the study
of all aspects of sexuality has been
made.
This point was raised during the
forum itself and the two evangelical
spokesmen indicated they would oppose
dropping the phrase on the grounds
that it might appear to condone homosexuality, although Dr. Oswalt did say
that dropping the phrase would be a
"lesser evil" than explicit approval of
the practice.
E arlier the youth had discussed asking the General Conference to drop
from the Social Prinicples the sentence
"We do not recommend marriage between two persons of the same sex,"
but decided in Cincinnati not to request
the deletion p ending the proposed
study.
The outline for a study as developed
in the Board of Church and Society is
somewhat more elaborate than another
adopted b y the General Council on
Ministries for General Conference consideration. The UMCYM did say in
affirming the broader proposal that it
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should be altered to provide more contact with the membership of the denomination through a mid-quadrennial
report, or in some other way.
They also stressed the need for consideration of the issue of Biblical authority.
(United Methodist Communicatiom)
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Dr. Norman Faramelli, co-director of
the Boston Industrial Mission, under whose
auspices the Boston Affirmations evolved .

CHRISTIAN ACTIVISTS ISSUE
THEOLOCICAL AFFIRMATIONS
An ecumenical group of 21 Christian
activists in Cambridge, Mass., has issued a statement designed to spur discussion of God's concern for social
problems and the theological bases for
social action.
Entitled "The Boston Affirmations "
the statement was issued by membe;5
of the Boston Industrial Mission Task
Force, a group organized in 1974 to
focus study and action on the ethical
implications of social, urban and environmental problems .
It came almost a year after the "Hartford Appeal," rejecting 13 themes in
Christian theology, was issued by an
ecumenical group meeting at Hartford
Seminary. Norman Faramelli, co-director of the Boston Industrial Mission
said the Boston statement had been in~
fluenced by, but was not intended as a
response to, the Hartford statement.
"The living God is active in current
struggles to bring a Reign of Justice
Righteousness, Love and Peace," th~
Boston Affirmations say. "The JudeoChristian traditions are pertinent to the
dilemmas of our world. All believers
are called to preach the good news to
the poor, to proclaim release to th e
captives and recovery of sight to the
blmd, to set at liberty those who are
oppressed and to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord."
Grouping its affirmations around sev-

eral th emes of Christian th eology, the
statement touch es on aspects of creation, the Fall, Exodus and Covenant,
prophecy, wisdom, the Tew Covenant,
church traditions, and present witnesses .
"Bevond domination and conflict God
hears . the cry of the oppressed and
works vindication for all," it says. "God
forms 'nobodies' into a people of 'somebodies' and makes known the laws of
life. The liberation experience calls
forth celebrative response, demands responsibility in community, and opens
people and nations for a common global
history."
Emphasizing the importance of understan ding an d supporting God's work in
contemporary situations, the Boston affirmations declare that "those who
authentically represent God have interpreted-and will interpret-the activity
of God in social history. They announce
the presence of God in the midst of
political and economic life; they foretell the judgment and hop e that are
implicit in the loyalties and practices of
the common life; and they set forth
the vision of covenant renewal."
The statement charges that racism ,
genocide, imperialism, and sexism are
"contrary to God's purposes and improverish us all." It adds that "all wisdom must also be tested for its capacity
to reveal the human dependence on the
source of life, to grasp the depths of
sin, to liberate, to evoke prophecy, and
to form genuine covenant."
Among the areas in which the "transforming reality of God's reign is found
today," the affirmations say, are "the
struggles of the poor to gain a share of
the world's wealth," "the transformin g
drive for ethnic dignity against the persistent racism of human hearts and
social instiutions," and "the endeavor
by women to overcome sexist subordination in the church's ministry, in
society at large, and in the images that
bind our minds and bodies."
The statement speaks favorably of
efforts to develop a love for cities "as
centers of civility, culture, and hum an
interdependence," to provide adequate
health care for the sick and elderly,
to develop technology to preserve ecological resources, and to treat prisoners
and wrongdoers "with dignity and fairness."
A particular commendation is given
to "those branches and divisions of the
church where the truth is spoken in
love, where transforming social commitments are nurtured and persons are
brought to informed conviction, where
piety is renewed and recast in concert
with the heritage, and where such

Not really.
It's a BIG world
out there.
More than 150 independent
nations ... Nearly four billion
persons .. . A world with staggering
problems crushing peop le no matter
where they live .
The United Method ist Church sees
this big world as its " parish " and
reaches out to people in need with
Christian compassion . Through its
benevolence programs , our church
attempts to min ister to the needs of
fellow Chr ist ians as wel l as those
persons whose bas ic needs may go
unmet unless we hear the ir cr ies for
help .
Through your gifts you become a
partner with other Un ited Methodists
in ministry and miss ion in Chr ist 's
name in this and 60 other countries .

• M-

Information concerning
benevolence causes mav be
obta ined by writing :
United Methodist
Communications
1200 Davis Street
Evanston , Ill. 60201

struggles as those here identified are
seen as the action of the living God who
alone is worshipped."
On these grounds, the statement's
signers declare, "we can not stand with
those secular cynics and religious
spiritualizers who see in such witnesses
no theology, no eschatological urgency,
and no Godly promise or judgment. In
such spiritual blindness, secular or
religiOus, the world as God's creation
is aban doned , sin rules, liberation is
frustrated, covenant is broken, prophecy
is stilled, wisdom is betrayed, suffering
love is transformed into triviality, and
the church is transmuted into a club for
self- or transcendental awareness."
Mr. Faramelli acknowledged that the

New World Outlook •
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AROUND THE WORLD TOURS
Retu rn by

HOLY LAN D OR RUSSIA
26 th an nua l wo rl d tour, comp lete ightseeing, Conferences with Heads of State,
Ambassadors, Editors, Missionaries and
peasa nts. 13 exotic co untries of Asia and
ea tern Europe-see th e HOLY LAND
Hawaii , Rep ubli c of China, Japa n, H o n ~
Kon g, Th ai land , Indi a, Nepal , Greece,
Au tria and Hungary, etc. Optional return via Afghanistan, Uzbek ista n and
RUSSIA. July 8th departure. 5 wonderful
week . Write for brochure.
BRYA N WORLD TOURS

1880-D-Gage Blvd ., To peka, Kansas 66604

signers of the Boston Affirmations are
critical of the Hartford statement. But
he said the Boston group had begun
meeting before the Hartford Appeal was
issued, and that its statem ent had also
been prompted by such things as the
1973 Declaration of Evangelical Social
Concern and the pastoral letter on Appalachia issued last year by 25 Roman
Catholic bishops.
"\Ve are not aying that all of religious
experience can be contained in the
human world," fr. Faramelli explained.
But he noted that everyone in the Boston
group "is again t theological escapism,"
and that the statement is "trying to call
people away from that trend toward
escapism."
In drafting the Boston Affirmations,
he said, "our concern was not just to
issue a theological statement, but to
initiate a theological process."
One of the signers of the Boston Affirmations was Dr. Harvey Cox, of
Harvard Divinty School. He said the
members of the Boston group felt that
the H artford statement "did not have
a sufficient understanding of Christ.
There's almost no mention of Christology in the Hartford statement."
Another difference between the two
documents, D r. Cox said, was that
whereas the Hartford Appeal was a list
of criticisms, the Boston Affirmations
constitute "a list of celebrations."
H e emphasized that members of the
task force that produced the Boston
statemen t had been working together
on such issues as busing, peace, and
ecology. "It is not just an academic
statement, b ut a reflection of a common
effort," Dr. Cox said. "To us that's
absolutely fundamental."
Religious News Service asked Father
Avery Dulles, S.J., of the Catholic University of America, one of the signers
of the Hartford statement, to react to
the Boston Affirmations. Although he
had not read the text of the Boston
document, after being given a rundown
46
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of its major themes, he said, "There's liminary survey by the Centre for the
a good deal in the Hartford Appeal that Study of Religion and Communism at
say pretty much the same thing."
Keston College in Kent, England,
The Jesuit theologian noted th at under sharpl y criticize the more tha n 240
Theme 10, the Hartford statement has hours of Christian broadcasting beamed
urged the church to "denounce oppres- to the USSR each week.
sors, help liberate the oppressed and
The most common request is for more
seek to heal human misery," and that theology. According to the CSRC reunder Theme 11 it had criticized Chris- port, Soviet believers complain that
tians who, '11olding to a false trans- "platitudes and things they already
cendence, withdraw into religious pri- know" fill much of the broadcast time.
vatism or in dividualism and neglect the
Commented one Soviet Christian:
personal an d communal responsibility 'W e don't need to have atheist teaching
of Christians for the earthl y city."
disproved all the tim e and to be told
In addition to Mr. F aramelli an th at God does exist. This is elementary."
Episcopalian, and Dr. Cox, an Ame~·ican
Some felt that religious broadcasts
Baptist, the signers of the Boston Af- should aim more at strengthening befirma tions were:
lievers th an converting non-believers.
Mary Roodkowsky, Rom an Catholic,
One young Baptist complained that
lay chaplain at H arvard and Radcliffe; the "music . . . is an insult to listeners
Dave Dodson Gray, Episcopalian, adult and new listeners would be put off b~
education department, Massachusetts its poor quality . . . The preaching is
Institute of Technology; Jeanne Gallo, too simple. Young believers need more
Sister of Notre D ame, lay educator; advanced teaching."
Robert Star buck, United Church of
H e also said the preaching style is
Ch1ist, social ethicist, Andover ewton "far too emotional, too excited for RusTheological School; Preston Williams, sians. The foreign preachers shout too
United Presbyterian, social ethicist.
much trying to whip up the emotions."
Max Stackhouse, United Church of
Another believer characterized the
Christ, p rofessor of social ethics, And- Christian broadcasts as "abysmal," with
over Newton; Scott Paradise, Episco- Radio Liberty the best of the lot. "The
palian, co-director, Boston Industrial Protestant stations are awful, beginning
Mission; George Rupp, United Presb y- from the fact that they speak Russian
terian, p rofessor of theology at H arvard, badly ... Voice of America and Vatican
Liz D odson Gray, Episcopalian, adult Radio are also very poor," the believer
education dep artm ent, MIT; Ignacio added.
Jane Ellis, researcher for the report,
Casetura, a United Methodist who will
be on the faculty of Evangelical Semin- notes that "no one disputes that the
ary in Mexico City next academic year programs are vitally important for
and who is a Board member of the spreading the Ch1istian Gospel and
Board of Global Ministries ; John Snow, providing a whole Christian background
professor of p astoral studies, Episcopal for believers in a country where no information on religion (except negatively
Theological School.
Mary Hennessey, Catholic, coordina- slanted information in atheist publicator, Boston Theological Institute; the tions) has been published for over 50
Rev. Constance Parvey, Lutheran years."
The criticisms largely lament that
Church in America, associate pastor of
University Lutheran Church , Cam- opportunities are being wasted.
Miss Ellis said an additional year of
bridge; the Rev. Joseph Williamson,
United Presbyterian, pastor of Church research would be very helpful, but at
of the Covenant, Boston; Paul Santmire, the time of the preliminary report, the
Lutheran Church in America, chaplain needed $15,000 was unavailable.
At the time of the survey, the leading
at Wellesley College; Richard Snyder,
United Presbyterian, director of inter- Christian programers to the Soviet
seminary training for the E cumenical Union were Voice of the Andes, Quito,
Mission; Moises Mendez, Baptist, grad- Ecuador ( 66 hours, 30 minutes a week) ,
uate student at Harvard Divinity School; Far East Broadcasting ( 60 hours) , and
E leanor McLaughlin, Episcopalian, pro- Trans World Radio ( 43 hours, 15
fessor of church history at Andover minutes).
(RNS)
Newton; and Jerry H andspicker, United
Church of Christ, profess or of pastoral
' RISK EVANGELISM' WILL BE
studies at Andover Newton .

EXPLAINED TO PRESBYTERIES·
CHURCH BROADCASTS TO USSR
CRITICIZED AS INEFFECTIVE

February 1976

Soviet Christians, according to a pre-

A new "process" of "Risk Evangelism"
will be introduced to representatives of
the 15 synods of the United Presby-
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terian Church at a conference in Kansas
City, Mo., Feb. 10-11.
The three-year evangelism effort was
developed by a special task force of
the denomination's Synod of the Trinity
(Pennsylvania and West Virginia) and
is being used by its more than 400 congregations.
Each synod will decide whether or
not to use it.
The program title comes from th e
notion that "The Church in general, and
the Christian in particular, must be willing in newer and bolder ways to risk
losing self in order to find self in Jesus
Christ," according to introductory literature.
The Risk task force talks about participants risking their resources, time and
energy; image, heritage, survival itself.
It speaks of the risk of rejection and
rebuke from within and without, and
the possibility of being wrong in an
effort to live out the Gospel.
The first year of the program ("To
Be Aware") emphasizes spiritual growth
within the congregation, the second
("To Share") service activities outside
the congregation, the third ("To Dare" )
outreach and spoken witness based on
what the previous two years have accomplished.
During each year, there are dozens
of single-event, short-term, and longterm options. Each participating congregation chooses some combination of
them which suits its particular needs.
Examples of three types of options
are a prayer retreat (single event) , a
place for shoppers to rest and be refreshed during the Christmas rush
(short term) , and a weekly listing of a
family to pray for (long term).
Description of each option includes
a brief statement of its aim, and risks
involved in undertaking it. How-to hints
and suggestions for places to get further
help are also included.
Congregations which participate in
Risk Evangelism cannot do so separately or in small groups, but rather through
presbyteries (local governing units of
synods).

"Any Mexican would rather die than
ask forgiveness , starting with the President of the Republic," he declared.
President Echeverria's comments came
several days after Emilio Rabasa resigned as Mexican Foreign Minister in
the wake of criticism for what was considered an apology by him for the acts
of his government. Mr. Rabasa had gone
to Israel to explain that despite the
U.N. votes, Mexico does not equate
Zionism with racism.
Several American Jewish organizations
initiated a tourist boycott of Mexico
after its U.N. delegation voted in favor
of a General Assembly resolution equating Zionism with racism.

The Mexican delegation later cast two
votes in favor of resolutions adopted at
the International Women's Year Con·
ference that had provisions linking
Zionism and racism.
(RNS)
EVANGELICAL CAUCUS LEADER
LINKS FEMINISM TO THE BIBLE
The belief that a woman can be a
feminist and a conservative Christian
without playing the submissive "Total
Woman" role is the foundation of a new
organization headed by a Minneapolis
woman.
Evon Bachaus, leader of the Evangelical Woman's Caucus, said feminism

They may not realize it, but that'.; what they are doing. All of
today's children need guidance and understanding as they
prepa re for tomorrow. These Blackfeet Indian children served by
the Browning Day Care Center in no rthwest Montana face a
bigger challenge than most.
The Day Care Center, a United Methodist Child Support
program of the National Division , provides education and nurture
for these children and helps them develop adequate "selfimages" by affirming their Indian heritage.
Help them toward tomorrow with your gift today.

ECHEVERR IA WON 'T APOLOGIZE
FOR UN VOTE AGAINST ZIONISM
Mexican President Luis Echeverria
Alvarez has said he would rather die
than apologize for his country's support
of the United Nations resolutions equating Zionism with racism.
Speaking at the closing session of the
Mexican Congress, he said a courteous
explanation of the Mexican votes were
not to be confused with an appeal for
forgiveness.
New World Outlook •
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is not only consi tent with the Bible but
also a natural outgrowth of the Scriptures, rightly interpreted .
At a conference on biblical feminism
la t month, Dr. Virginia Mollenkott, a
Christian author and English professor
at William Paterson College in New
Jersey, denounced the misuse of the
Bible by Total Woman and other groups
that attempt to justify femal e submission through selected quotations of
biblical texts.
"Total Woman," a book by Marabel
Morgan on which seminars are based,
tells women how to improve their marriages by first serving God, then their
husbands . Numerous Bible passages are
included. It has been seen by some as
a model for the conservative Christian
woman, although the author has said
she did not have a Christian in mind
when she wrote the book.
At the conference, Dr. Mollenkott
read passages from Mrs. Morgan's book
that tell women to revere and worship
their husbands and asked, "Where are
the prophets in the Christian community? Why aren't they thundering
against such idolatry?"
Ms . Bachaus said she doesn't know
if organized opposition to the concept
will be a main goal of the Evangelical
Woman's Caucus . She is planning a
regional meeting next month in Chicago
and hopes to learn what other women
wish to do.
One suggestion has been to organize
workshops based on the book, "All
We're Meant to Be," by Letha Scanzoni
and Nancy Hardesty, which deals with
biblical feminism and advocates that
Christian women develop their gifts
and potential.
"Our goal is to make sure there is
another image of the evangelical woman," she said. "A woman can be
thoroughly committed to Christ and the
Church and see her role differently in
marriage that the book (Total Woman )
says ."
Ms. Bachaus added that she thinks
th ere is a little hypocrisy among the
authors of the books advocating submissive marriage roles because they are
traveling around the country telling
women to be happy in their homes.
The larger goal of the Evangelical
Woman's Caucus, she said, is to see
that women are accorded equal treatment within the Church, whether they
want to be ordained as ministers or
serve in other positions.
Ms . Bachaus said the 360 women at
the biblical feminism conference came
from many denominations, but most of
48
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them were Mennonites and Presbyterians. Ms. Bachaus is a member of First
Covenant Church, Minneapolis.
She said some of the women are from
such conservative churches that they are
not permitted to choose a hymn at request time. One woman had left her
church because women were not allowed to attend business meetings. Another woman, an attorney, said she was
not permitted to lead a Bible study
group because of her sex.
"There's a real point of conflict when
a woman feels the institution which
has given her salvation is jumping on
her," she said. "It doesn't make sense
for churches to tell femini sts to become
secular."
"The whole message of the Gospel is
forgiveness and acceptance," she said.
"It seems people should honor those
with different viewpoints rather than
acting as if they should be wiped off
the face of the earth."
(RNS )
DR. KATO DROWNS IN KENYA;
AFRICAN EVANGELICAL LEADER

Dr. Byang H. Kato, general secretary
of the Association of Evangelicals of
Africa and Madagascar ( AEAM ),
drowned here during a family outing.
AEAM , which has a membership of
3 million and claims a total evangelical
constituency of some 10 million, is considered to be the evangelical counterpart of the All African Conference of
Churches, which has a constituency of
50 million. Since becoming general secretary in 1973, Dr. Kato had worked to
oppose syncretism while encouraging
the application of Christianity to African
culture.
In a recent interview with Christianity Today, he said, "Syncretism is a real
danger. My position is that I do see the
point of expressing Biblical Christianity
in the context of every people. Biblical
Christianity should be expressed in
Africa in such a way that the African
can feel at home in the church of Jesus
Christ. But we must realize that 'forever, 0 Lord, Your word is settled in
heaven"' (Psalm 119: 89).
At the International Congress on
World Evangelization in July 1974, Dr.
Kato declared: "We are on the verge of
either an unprecedented harvest of
souls and a major breakthrough in discipling of thousands of believers, or
Christianity is about to face its darkest
hour in black Africa. It depends on
how sensitive and obedient Bible-believing Christians are to the Holy
Spirit."
He had been active in promoting
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evangelical theological education in
Africa, and was one of the founders of
the Bangui Evangelical School of Theology, currently, under construction in
the Central African Republic, which
will have Africa's first postgraduate program in evangelical theology when it
is completed.
A native of Nigeria, Dr. Kato attended
the Sudan Interior Mission (SIM)
school at Kwoi and later graduated from
SIM's Igbaja Seminary. After his ordination into the ministry, he studied at
London Bible College and Dallas Theological Seminary, where he earned a
Th.D degree.
Before becoming general secretary of
AEAM, he served for several years as
general secretary of 1,400-congregation
Evangelical Churches of West Africa.
SIM General Director Ian Hay said,
"Byang Kato was one of the most outstanding men I have known. He was
unquestionably one of the key men in
the Lord's work in Africa, and from the
human viewpoint, his loss is immeasurable. He was one of God's gentlemen,
as well as a scholar and a leader."
Dr. Kato is survived by his wife,
Juma, and three children.
(RNS)
SAMARITANS' AGENCY CITES RISE
IN SUICIDE THROUGHOUT BRITAIN

The Samaritans, founded in 1953 by
an Anglican vicar in an old City of
London church to help people contemplating suicide, are fighting their
biggest battle against an increase of
suicide attempts due to Britain's economic crisis.
Suicides by teenagers are also increasing, according to figures just published in London.
The Samaritans, founded by the Rev.
Chad Varah, now have 156 centers in
this country and many more affiliates
abroad. But in the present circumstances
it needs every helper-and they are all
volunteers-it can get.
In 1975, the centers in Britain alone
dealt with more than 250,000 calls from
people in despair. Said the Rev. David
Evans, joint general secretary, "We will
not know the final total until February
but certainly the number of suicides is
going up and so are the number of
attempts. It may well be due to our
present less afHuent society.
"From 1963 until 1972 the number of
suicides dropped by one-third but as
things began to get worse so did the
total rise again." In 1963, there were
5,714 suicides, a total which dropped to
3,772 by 1972, but in 1974 the figure
rose to 3,891.
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At the same time, a government report issued by the Office of Population
Cen uses and Surveys said suicides by
young people in the 15-to-24 age group
had risen 15 per cent. It also said there
was a dramatic increase in suicides in
Britain in the Spring.
The psychiatric consultant to the
Samaritans, Dr. Richard Fox, said, "No
one knows why the suicide rate jumps
in the Spring. One theory is it is a
happy time of year but if someone is
miserable, to be surrounded by happiness and bursting new life it just makes
then more miserable.
"I think the increase in the number
of young suicides could be explained by
the breakdown of strict behavior in life.
Young people no longer have rigid rules
and guidelines to follow and parents
are often unable to help because they
are baffled by the new standards of
behavior."
(RNS )
WHITE HOUSE WILL REVIEW
CIA-MISSION CONNECTION
A White House aide has told a United
Church of Christ official that the Ford
Administration is reviewing CIA use of
missionaries for intelligence purposes
and considering whether any regulations
1
are needed to guide the CIA in such
situations.
Philip W. Buchen, counsel to the
President, referred to the "internal review" of CIA involvement with missionaries in a letter to .Dr. David M. Stowe,
executive vice-president of the United
Church Board for World Ministries.
Dr. Stowe had written to Mr. Buchen
that his agency felt that CIA use of missionary personnel was in violation of the
First Amendment. He asked the White
House aide to "give assurance that such
1
violations will cease."
In his reply, Mr. Buche assured the
UCC official that "the President fully
supports the doctrine of sep aration of
church and state as guaranteed under
the Constitution." He added that as part
of the Executive Branch's review of CIA
activities, "full consideration will be
given to the important question of
whether any regulations are needed to
guide the CIA in its future relations with
clergymen and missionaries."
Dr. Stowe has thanked Mr. Buchen
for his letter, and told him, "We assume
that full consideration will include consultation with the overseas missionary
agencies of the Protestant and Roman
Catholic Churches."
In replying to Mr. Buchen's letter, Dr.
Stowe mentioned several instances in
which reports of CIA use of missionaries

have caused problems, including the detention of two missionaries in an African country, the rejection of a proposed
theological exchange program by an
educator in the West Indies, and a report by a Midwest clergyman of CIA
attempts to secure information from him.
The UCC official asked Mr. Buchen
to keep him informed about the progress
of the review and action to come from
it, and added, "Failing a favorable resolution of this issue, we have no choice
but to consider what other means of relief may be available, including legal
action."
In his State of the Union address, delivered on the evening of Dr. Stowe's reply to Mr. Buchen, President Ford
pledged to take actions "to reform and
strengthen our intelligence community."
He declared that "without effective intelligence capability, the United States
stands blindfolded and hobbled."
Sen. Mark Hatfield ( R-Ore.) introduced legislation in December to halt
the CIA's use of missionaries in intelligence operations.
" VIEW FROM THE PULPIT"
HEARD BY U.S. SENATORS
Five nationally-known religious leaders presented a "view from the pulpit"
to the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations
Committee and laid a heavy emphasis
on the "interdependence" of nations and
the necessity for U.S. foreign policy to
address the needs of the poor and powerless in the world.
The religious leaders, called to express their ideas "on the goals and values
of American foreign policy . . . from a
human and moral perspective," according to committee chairman Sen. John
Sparkman ( D Ala.), were:
The Rev. Martin Luther King, Sr., retired pastor of Ebeneezer Baptist
Church, Atlanta, and father of the slain
civil rights leader; Dr. Claire Randall,
General Secretary of the National Council of Churches, New York; Archbishop
Peter Gerety of the Newark ( N.J.) Roman Catholic archdiocese; Rabbi Marc
Tanenbaum, national Inter-Religious
Affairs director of the American Jewish
Committee; and Father Evagoras Constantinides of Merrillville, Ind., who represented Archbishop Iakovos of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North
and South America.
The appearance of the religious leaders was part of a series of testimonies by
various segments of the American community-business, farming, labor and
government-invited to present their
views and attitudes on current foreign
policy.

In his opening remarks, Sen. Sparkman said "our hope and purpose in
this Bicentennial series is to draw the
attention of Congress and the American
people to two basic questions: what kind
of a country do we want America to be
as it enters its third century? and, what
kind of a world will provide a safe and
congenial environment for the United
States?"
H e explained that the religious leaders were convened "to elicit their
thoughts on the goals and values of
American foreign policy in the years
ahead . . . Our witnesses, today," he
added, "are uniquely qualified to evaluate American foreign policy from a human and moral perspective . . . ( including) the impact of foreign policy on the
personal and spiritual well-being of both
the American people and the peoples
of foreign nations."
Dr. King told the committee that if
the U.S. could make "brotherhood" work
here, it would "work all over the world."
He said "ideas" are what separate nations.
Explaining that she was only speaking
for the policy-making Governing Board
of the NCC and not necessarily for its
Protestant and Eastern Orthodox members, Dr. Randall listed for the committee what she said are "issues which grow
out of deep religious conviction: the in-
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terdependence of the whole human
family ; the need to stand with and work
for those who are powerless ; and the
basic human rights belonging to every
person . . ."
"Narrow definitions of 'national interest' or 'national security' must not be
used to lead us into alliances with influence, power and corruption, to subvert
these basic values by repressing liberty
and denying opportunity," she said. "Let
us affirm that our national interest lies
in ensuring a fair share of the earth's
resources for the Third World."
"Let us affirm that our national interest lies in reducing defense expenditures
and arms sales, ... in strong support of
the United Nations and related international organizations ... in requiring the
development of an international code of
conduct applicable to and complied with
by U.S. based transnational corporations.
"Let us affirm that it is in our national
interest to withdraw support from governments that deny basic human rights
and enrich the few at the expense of
the many," Dr. Randall said.
Archbishop Gerety said this nation's
"greatest challenge is to learn to live in
a world in which many are still obsessed with power but in which power is
not always the ultimate arbiter . . .
There are many evils in the world
whose eradication require our compassion, not our force, our resources and
technology, not our political dictation,"
he said.
"Our greatest opportunity," he went
on, "will lie increasingly in our response
to Third/Fourth World countries, in our
willingness and ability to provide capital and technical assistance without dietating the modalities of their particular
economic and social development."
The prelate said "we should be willing
to some extent to share our abundance
with them, and in the process, at least
for some of us, to experience some of
their suffering. Only in this way can we
help make the family of nations a real
family, based not on national egotism
and striving for power, but on a shared
and living commitment to the international common good."
Rabbi Tanenbaum told the committee that given the "'absolutely catastrophic nature of nuclear war,' we must ask
whether our government and its allies
h ave d one enoug h to restrict their sales
of nuclear reactors to unstable countries
an d to countries of uncertain political
... "
persuasion
"
We sincerely trust that Congress will
help America finally to develop a rational approach to arms sales, as well
as to the intensification of universal dis-

so
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armament measures," he said. "The very
survival of the human family depends
on such measures taken vigorously here
and in concert with other nations."
The rabbit said that in this Bicentennial year, the United States needs to
examine the "pre-occupation of our
Founding Fathers with 'public virtues'moral responsibility of public officials,
abhorrence of corruption, denial of private gain if it is at the expense of public
welfare-as a pre-conditio.n for the survival of democracy." ( RNS)
CONNECTICUT METHODISTS
ATTACK STATE CAMBLINC
United Methodist churches in central
Connecticut have launched a drive to
repeal "state-sponsored gambling."
The Program Council of the Connecticut Central District of the New
York Conference said it also hopes to
organize other churches and civic groups
to push for repeal of legalized gambling
in the General Assembly.
The council represents 54 Methodist
churches in Connecticut, ·west of the
Connecticut River, with a membership
of 20,000 persons.
"Mostlrotestant churches are pretty
firm on his one ( opposition to gambling ) ," said the Rev. Richard E. Smeltzer, district superintendent. "This is the
time to be on one side or the other."
Methodist officials said a scandal surrounding a proposed jail alai facility in
Bridgeport and irregularities in Las
Vegas Night charity gambling operations prompted them to begin their antigambling effort.
·
The Rev. John Heuchert, pastor of the
First United Methodist Church in Wolcott and a leader in the fight to keep a
dog track out of that town, said the state
has proven itself incapable of regulating
gambling effectively.
Mr. Heuchert, chairman of the Program council, said his group hopes to
break through "general apathy" of citizens who believe they have no control
over local government.
The council has written letters asking
for support from Gov. Ella Grasso and
Sen. Lowell Weicker, Jr., who are identified as opponents of state-sponsored
gambling.
Its letters argue that promises of scandal-free gambling in Connecticut "have
been exposed as naive, self-serving, or

as simple lies."
The committee conceded the "inevita b ility of the (state) lottery in these
fi nancia
· 11 y trou bl e d times," b ut objected
to the use of "advertising gimmicks" to
promote lottery sales.
Connecticut now operates a lottery
whose proceeds go to educational pro-
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grams. The state has also authorized
dog track parimutuel betting.
Las Vegas Night fundraisers for
church and other non-profit groups have
been sharply curtailed because of reported activity by professional gamblers.
The opening of a jail alai fronton in
~ridgeport has been delayed by a growing scandal that is still under investigation .
Off-track-betting parlors for horse
races are expected to open at locations
around the state in March.
THE " MORNING LINE"
IS 7 TO 4 ON CLARK
Britain's bookies have already
picked-through the odds they
grant bettors-the next Archbishop
of Westminster.
Pope Paul and his Vatican aides
are considering prelates qualified
to succeed the late Cardinal John
Heeman as the Archbishop of
Westminster, a title which also includes primacy in the Roman Catholic Church in Britain.
Ladbroke's, the biggest bookmaking firm in England, offers odds
of 7 to 4 that Westminster's next
leader will be Auxiliary Bishop
Alan Clark of Northampton in
eastern England.
Second in the "morning line" put
out by Britain's biggest bookie is
Bishop Darek Warlock of Portsmouth, southern England. The
odds on him are established at 9
to 4.
No 3 in the betting parade is
Archbishop George P. Dwyer of
Birmingham. The odds on this prelate are 9 to 2, but he has, in fact,
dropped out on the grounds of poor
health.
The British will bet on anything.
They will bet on prospective Prime
Ministers, Popes, future Archbishops of Canterbury. In the case
of Dr. Donald Coggan, the present
Archbishop of Canterbury and the
primate of Britain's Anglicans, he
was an odds-on favorite to secure
the post long before his election.
Once upon a time some Christians protested the listing of prelates, Catholic and Anglican, like
dogs at a dogtrack, horses at a racetrack. They gave up long ago; the
British apparently love to gamble.
The favorite, Bishop Clark, is 51,
a small, brisk man with thinning
hair, a voluble talker and a persistent pipe smoker.
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