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NISSIOll MENO 
News and Analy i of D velopm nt in Chrl ti n i Ion 

January, 1976 

C.I.A. and Missionaries. If United Methodist missionaries knowingly cooperate with 
the Central Intelligence Agency they may face dismissal, according to a December 18th 
statement by UM Board of Global Ministries officials. The statement said that mis
sionaries are "servants of Jesus Chr ist and . .. not agents of any government" and ex ~ 
pressed support of proposed legislation introduced by Sen . Mark O. Hatfield (R-Ore .) \ 
to halt the CIA ' s use of U.S. missionaries in intelligence-gathering operat ions. 
The BOGM statement said that it is "inconsistent with our understanding of the un i 
versal church of Christ that the Board of Global Ministries should ma intain mission
ary personnel known by us to be intentionally engaged in the intelligence gathering 
activities of the CIA. As officers of the Board of Global Ministries ... we repudiate 
the use by the CIA of missionaries and church personnel of other countries in its 
intelligence gathering." Senator Hatfield, who said tha t both CIA Director William 
Colby and White House Counsel Philip Buchen acknowledged in letters to him that the 
CIA is Lt sing missionaries and have refused to stop, declared that the "church i s not 
an arm of the state, nor is the state a too1 of the church . 11 

Presidents. Ms . Annie Jiagge of Ghana, a Presbyterian, joined Cynthia Wedel, a 
U.S. Episcopalian, as the first elected women presidents of the World Council of 
Churches . Also elected to the WCC Presidium at the Assembly in Nairobi were the Rev. 
Jose Miguez-Bonino, a Methodist theologian and pastor from Argentina .; Lutheran Arch
bishop Olof Sundby of Sweden; Gen. T.B. Simatupang of the Reformed Church in Indo
nesia ; and Metropolitan Nikodim of the Russian Orthodox Church. A move spearheaded 
by William P. Thompson of the United Presbyterian Church to oust Ni kodim from the 
presidential slate failed, but was part of the first World Council criticism ever 
directed towards the Soviet government. The six presidents will serve until ~he 
next WCC Assembly in the early 1980 1 s. 

Vietnam. A survey to discover the effects of the Vietnam war on the wives, mothers 
and women partners of men who served, or resisted service in the military during the 
war, as well as women veterans, was announced in New York by Church Women United . A 
National Network of Vietnam Era Women will be collecting case studies in cities, 
towns, on military bases and Indian reservations for the next three months, with a 
target publication date of Summer 1976. UM BOGM has committed some $2,000 to the 
project. 

Co1T111unity Organization. The Interreligious Foundation for Community Organizatio n, 
an autonomous agency related to the Division of Church and Society of the Nationa l 



Council of Churches, made grants during 1974 (its latest yearly report) of $260,286. 
The largest grant went to RAINS (Relief For Africans in Need in the Sahel). Other 
grants were $10,000 to the Mayfield, Ga., Committee for Social and Economic Develop
ment; $5,000 each to -La Universidad de Aztlan in Fresno, Calif., the Texas Institute 
for Educational Development, San Antonio; Organized Migrants in Community Action, 
Homestead, Fla., Pan African Skills Project in New York City; and the American 
Indian Movement Center in St. P·aul, Minn., and $8,000 to the Mississippi Association 
of Minority Attorneys. Income for IFCO cam~ from a number of denominations, includ
ing $88,057 from the United Methodist Church, chiefly the Board of Global Ministries, 
and $173,000 from the United Presbyterian Church, chiefly the Program Agency. 

Ecumenism. In an unusual and dramatic gesture during an ecumenical service in the 
Vatican's Sistine Chapel on December 14 Pope Paul prostrated himself to kiss the feet 
of Eastern Orthodox Metropolitan Meliton of Chalcedon. The surprise papal action 
followed an announcement by the Orthodox prelate that Eastern Orthodox Churches had 
decided to establish a joint commission to prepare for unification talks with the 
Church of Rome. The pontiff walked toward the Orthodox delegation, knelt down, bent 
over, and kissed the feet of Metropolitan Meliton in a gesture of humility. Onlook
ers said that Metropolitan Meliton at first seemed taken aback and unsure how to 
respond. After a brief instant, he tried to throw himself at the Pope's feet in 
turn, but the pontiff stopped him. He then kissed the Pope's hand. 

Money Matters. Local congregations of the UM Church may be asked to accept annual 
apportionments 8-0 percent above present levels, if the General Council on Finance 
and Administration gets its way at the upcoming General Conference. The finance 
agency recommended some $51 million as the yearly amount for a total of eight ap
portioned funds, according to Newscope. $27 .9 million of that figure will be for 
World Service, the church 1 s basic program and benevolence fund. The apportionments 
suggested do not include such "second mile" giving as the Advance, which has sky
rocketed in the past year to more than $13.3 million .... As General Conference sets 
the amount for yearly apportionments, it will also have to straighten out a tangle 
between the GCFA and the General Council on Ministries over how to fund a special 
drive to aid ethnic churches. GCOM is urging that the ethnic churches get $2 mil-
l ion from the basic World Service asking; GCFA would like to see the $2 million 
come from a new special benevolence fund, similar to the Black College and Minis
terial Education funds. Both agencies agreed that the ethnic churches (Black, 
Asian-American, Native American and Hispanic) should receive special attention in 
the next four years, and both agreed on another priority for the world hunger issue. 

~· A hunger and hutrition expert, the Rev. Kenneth R. Colton of Ann Arbor, Mich. 
has been hired by the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries' Health and Wel
fare Ministries Division. His services will be free to annual conferences, congre
gations, seminaries ahd other United Methodist agencies, as part of the division's 
contribution to the Board's hunger campaign. 

Chile. A retired bishop, an exiled missionary and some New York missions executives 
are involved in the continuing debate over human rights in Chile. Retired Methodist 
Bishop Pedro Zottele told the United Methodist Council of Bishops in New Orleans 



that the Board of Global Ministries' World Division was "intervening" in Chilean 
church affairs without checking with Chilean church leaders, and cited a case in
volving a pastor allegedly involved in a gun-running operation. Joyce Hill, of the 
Division's Latin American Department, responded that the bishop had distorted the 
facts on the case, and that the U.S. board was touching base with the Chilean lead
ership. In Chicago, Zottele's brother-in-law, the Rev. Samuel E. Araya, also took 
issue with Zottele's support of the current Chilean junta . Araya, who was imprison
ed by the Chilean government in May, 1974 and then told to leave his native country, 
charged that the bishop was insensitive towards the plight of the Chilean people. 

Bicentennial. The bicentennial agency of the U.S. government has recognized the 
10-year-old Mobile Health Fair project of the United Presbyterian Church as an of
ficial part of the nation's 200th birthday party. The health project was started 
in Appalachia with grassroots leaders to support and stimulate long-range planning 
and competence in overall health strategy. Since 1966, the week-long health fairs 
have drawn over 97,000 persons in 410 communities. 

~Session . Thirteen major party candidates for the U.S. Presidency have agreed 
to talk about "Moral Vision and National Goals" during a 3-day conference with some 
500 religious leaders. "Rap 1 76" is scheduled for Jan. 19-21 at the ·New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C. Among the candidates are President Ford, 
Ronald Reagan, Birch Bayh, Lloyd Bentsen, Jimmy Carter, Henry Jackson, Eugene 
McCarthy, Terry Sanford, Milton Shapp, Sargeant Shriver, Morris Udall and George 
Wallace. Among the co-sponsors of the event are United Methodist Bishop James K. 
Mathews of Washington and Rev. A. Dudley Ward, general secretary of the United Meth
odist Board of Church and Society, plus Catholic and Jewish leaders. 

Abortion. The United Presbyterian Council on Women and the Church has approved a 
new study document on abortion, which may become a local church resource if next 
year's General Assembly approves its distribution. "Problem Pregnancies: Toward a 
Responsible Decision" reportedly does not advocate abortion, but pulls together 
Biblical, theological, historical and medical perspectives on the issue with wit
nesses from persons who have gone through problem pregnancies. 

Deaths. Arthur N. Pack, conservationist, writer, active Presbyterian, and philan
thropist, died December 6 at his home in Tucson, Arizona at the age of 82. He and 
his wife gave their 23,000-acre Ghost Ranch in New Mexico to the United Presbyterian 
Church for use as a conference center in 1955. It was a $400,000 gift from the 
Packs that made possible the construction of the first 30-bed general hospital, the 
first section of the Workers' Residence, and some of the equipment for Espanola 
United Methodist Hospital in Espanola, New Mexico. He also supported Tucson's Ro
man Catholic St. Mary's Hospital and was a co-founder of the nationally known 
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum. He was an elder of St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church 
in Tucson. 

Personalia. Sue Robinson, who spent 21 years as a United Methodist missionary in 
Algeria before coming to the Board of Global Ministries' New York office three years 
ago as an executive secretary, has decided she prefers the challenge of North Africa 



to the paper work of 11 475 11 and the vicissitudes of 1 ife in bankrupt Gotham. After 
studying American Literature for the next six months at her home in .Oxford, Missis
sippi, she will return to teach at the University of Constantine .... Gerald !i· 
Anderson, a former UM missionary in the Philippines and a president of Scarritt 
College in Nashville, will succeed R. Pierce Beaver as director of the Overseas Min
istries Study Center in Ventnor, New Jersey. 

Charges. An automated program for making contributions to churches -- now being 
experimented with by 35 congregations (including some from the UMC and UPCUSA) in 
five cities -- could change the nature of the Sunday offering, according to a Luth
eran liturgical expert. "First Fruits, 11 an experimental program under National 
Council of Churches auspices, lets church members authorize their congregation to 
send a record of financial commitment to a California data processing firm, which 
then completes the transaction through the contributor's bank. Dr. Eugene L. Brand 
of the Inter-Lutheran Commission on Worship, told an NCC meeting that liturgists 
may have to find new symbols for money as a result of the automated system. Dr. 
Brand also questioned whether the Sunday offering should be the focus of all monies 
given the church. 

Jews. The American Jewish Congress has named Henry Kissinger and three other U.S. 
caoTnet members as defendants in a suit charging them with violating the constitu
tional rights of American Jews excluded from participation in U.S. government-sup
ported program in Saudi Arabia. "If other nations wish to benefit from American 
scientific know-how, 11 the AJC declared, "they must accept the fact that the U.S. 
Constitution prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion," The lawsuit is be
ing brought as a class action by the Jewish group and two private persons allegedly 
denied employment for religious reasons in U.S. aid programs in Saudi Arabia. 

Farmworkers. Cesar Chavez's union, the United Farm Workers of America, has won 59 
per cent of the secret ballot elections under California's new agricultural labor 
relations law, a state agency reported. But the report of the state agricultural 
labor relations board also noted that of the 114 elections in which both the United 
Farm Workers and the Teamsters were on the ballot, the Teamsters took 60 against 
the UFWA's 54 wins. Overall, the UFWA had won 174 elections as of Dec. 8, the 
Teamsters, 101, and 18 elections resulted in votes for "no union." The UFWA garn
ered 18,067 votes (49 per cent), the Teamsters, 9,930 (26 per cent), and the 6,046 
(16 per cent) voted for no union in the elections held in California this year. 

Membership. Membership in the United Methodist Church in the U.S. had dropped an
other 105,336, to below the 10 million mark, the official statistical report re
veals, but there are some important plusses. Average attendance at weekly w~r~hip 
services in the 39,027 congregations increased by 8,517 to 3,620,997. And g1v1ng 
to all causes passed the billion dollar mark, an increase of some $74 million in 
the past 12 months. Based on calendar 1974, the year reported, the denominatio~ now 
has 9,957,710 full members, and l .5 million preparatory members. The decrease in 
membership continues a trend of recent years, although the rate of decline was less 
than in the previous year. 
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EDITORIALSC!J 
Angola and Lebanon 

At the beginning of 1976 we can be 
grateful that in one major department 
the "temperature" of the world is not 
at a fever level-no army is invading 
a foreign soil. 

However, in two countries, Angola 
and Lebanon, tragic civil wars have led 
to destruction and chaos and threaten 
to get far worse before they get better. 
Smaller civil conflicts continue in the 
Eritrean province of Ethiopia, in Oman 
on the Arabian peninsula, and in Minda
nao in the Philippines. The perennial 
trouble spot of Northern Ireland seems 
no nearer a just settlement than this 
time last year, and its agony has now 
spilled over into cowardly bombings on 
London's streets. There are two poten
tial trouble spots on the horizon that we 
were totally unaware of this time last 
year: the Spanish Sahara, and Molucca, 
an Indonesian province. On the positive 
side, the major civil war of this gener
ation, the conflict in Vietnam, is now 
over, as it is also in Cambodia. If the 
result is different from what most of 
the world expected last January, or what 
American policy makers desired, it is 
nonetheless welcome. 

The civil wars raging in Lebanon and 
Angola are as fierce and inflammatory as 
the two lands are different. The former 
is a tiny country hugging the Mediter
ranean whose contributions to the 
world, from exploration and the alpha
bet to music, the arts and business, are 
rivalled on a per capita basis only by 
the contributions of ancient Greece. Its 
greatness is in the past. The latter is a 
huge country twice the size of Texa5 
whose human contributions have been 
smothered under 450 years of Portu
guese colonialism. Its greatness is all in 
the future. Even the streets of Luanda, 
Angola's capital, were named until re
cently after Portuguese explorers and 
writers, not after Angolans. Lebanon has 
existed in the vortex of scores of civiliza
tions, Angola has been on the periphery 
of civilization and its view of the world 
has been narrowly channeled by Portu
guese insularity. In this century, Leba
non has been a nation of relative wealth, 
the banking, commercial, artistic and 
educational center of the Arab world. 
Angola, for all its potential wealth, is 
definitely a "third world" nation whose 
African citizens have known little be-

yond the daily struggle for food and 
shelter while the wealth of the country 
has gone to Portugal. 

What unites these two disparate lands 
now is that the civil wars engulfing them 
are vulnerable to easy distortion by out
siders and potentially world-inflamma
tory. The Lebanese conflict is the more 
complicated of the two, but already it 
has been reduced in much of the west
ern press to a conflict between "right 
wing" Christians and "left wing" Mus
lims, as if terms appropriate to a 
European parliament could adequately 
analyze Lebantine emotions. One does 
not have to be "right wing" to feel that 
one's traditional hospitality has been 
stretched to the point where the guest 
(the Palestinian) has taken over the 

- house. Nor does one have to be "left 
wing" to feel that the economic and po
litical system is unfairly tilted in favor 
of a minority. Similarly, for the conflict 
in Angola the emotion-laden but essen
tially meaningless terms of "communist" 
and "anti-communist" are being applied 
to the three liberation groups, when in 
fact each of them espouses some form 
of socialism, as is common in Africa to
day. 

It is absolutely essential that the rest 
of the world, partict larly the major 
powers, stay out of these conflicts if 
we are not to be engulfed in a world 
war or another Vietnam. The premier of 
Lebanon has warned that Israel is think
ing of invading his country (as distinct 
from born bing and strafing the country), 
and if so this would be reckless follv of 
the highest order. U.S. Marines marched 
ashore in Lebanon in 1957 for less than 
is happening there now, and our current 
restraint shows perhaps we've learned 
something about that area of the world. 

The same, unfortunately, cannot be 
said for Angola, where the C.I .A. ha5 
given at least $25 million in support of 
one of the three fighting factions. No de
bate was ever held on this in Congress 
or, when you think about it, was any 
such action sanctioned bv anyone who 
was elected to a national public office . 
Coming less than a year after the de
mise of the Vietnam debacle, this sort 
of myopia is incredible and shameful. 
Half a dozen other countries are also 
meddling fiercely in the Angolan stew. 
chiefly the Soviet Union, which has 
given massive support to the M.P.L.A. 
faction, Cuba and South Africa, which 

have actually sent support troops (to 
different sides), and even the People's 
Republic of China, which has been 
funding the same ("anti-communist") 
group as the U.S. The World Council as
sembly in Nairobi called on all the out
side powers to withdraw all military 
units and stop the supply of arms to 
Angola. (It was a good statement, but 
the Council spoiled it by singling out 
only South Africa for mention, leaving 
the others to read between the lines .) 

The year 1976 looks like another year 
in which we must pray, "Give peace in 
our time, 0 Lord." 

Conversion and Faith 
Partly because of the current empha

sis on dialogue and understanding, the 
word "conversion" has become a rela
tively unpopular word. It is perhaps too 
closely associated with the word prose
lytism, which is even more of fashion. 
As Bishop Lesslie Newbigin once said, 
evangelism is what we do but prose
lytism is what the other group does. 

But conversion is an absolutely central 
biblical idea in both the Old and New 
Testaments. In the former it is associ
ated with the concept of re-turn, spe
cifically to the covenant of Mount Sinai. 
In the latter it is associated with repent
ance and faith and the kingdom of God. 
And in both testaments it is a call not 
just to individuals but to a community. 
Conversion is a result of a combination 
of the work of the Holy Spirit and the 
individual and corporate will. 

This T anuary is as good a time as any 
to ponder this subject. (In fact, it's as 
good a time as any to be converted. ) 
This will be a year of many calls to "re
turn" to the 200 year old covenant our 
forefathers made with each other. But 
there are many evidences of an even 
deeper longing in the land, a longing by 
many people to find a new Center for 
their lives, and it goes far beyond the 
traditional "turning over a new leaf" or 
getting out of a rut. It is a longing not 
unlike that experienced two thousand 
years ago by the Persian wise men, who 
were open to the leading of the Spirit. 
Epiphany is the time to remember the 
first manifestation of the Gospel to the 
Gentiles and to pray that the same Gos
pel will be manifested in our lives in 
powerful new ways and in the lives of 
others. 



0 n Sunday, September 14, 
1975, Elizabeth Ann Bayley 
Seton was canonized in 

Rome. She w as thus officially ac
knowledged by the Roman Catholic 
Church as a saint, the first native
born Ameri ca n so to be distin
guished. A naturalized American , 

James K. Mathews, bishop of the 
Was hington Area of the United M eth
odist Church and president of the de
nomination's Ecum enical and Inter
rel igious Concerns Division, attended 
the canonization ceremonies for 
Mo ther Seton in Rome. 
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Ita li an -born St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini , had been ca nonized in 
1946. 

The Mother Seton ceremony took 
place in the open ai r in St. Peter's 
Square at the Vatican. Thi s was said 
to be only the second time a canoni
zation was held in such a setting. 
Traditionally these so lemn rites are 
conducted wi thin the walls of St. 
Peter's itse lf. In this outdoors 
gatheri ng there was more than a 
hint that this was not something 
done in a co rn er, but for all the 
w orld to see. 

Actual ly an estimated 100,000 

f cr 
ftlltbe 
5ulnt5 

people were gathered in the square, 
many of them on pilgrimage to the 
Eternal City for the Holy Year. Other 
millions were " there" via television . 
Some 15,000 American Catholic 
pilgrims had come to Rome for the 
event. The diplomatic corps of the 
Vatican turned out in strength . So 
had the cardinals and other hier
archs. Five Anglican representatives 
had been especially invited, for 
Mother Seton had been born and 
rea red an Episcopalian. And there 
w as I. 

What was a United Methodist 
bi shop doing at a canonization 



ceremony? Well , first of all , I had 
been invited, doubtless because 
I am currently president of the 
ecumenical agency of our de
nomination. Moreover, Emmitsburg, 
Maryland, scene of Elizabeth Ann 
Seton 's labors, falls geographically 
within the Washington area of our 
church . It was yet another instance 
of ecumenical courtesy-unthink
able only a few years ago. The 
presence of Protestants demon
strated the new day in which we 
live as Christians. Somehow it would 
not have been " right" had the 
" separated" Christian brothers and 
sisters not been represented . Doubt
less Cardinal Dearden of Detroit had 
this in mind when he was gracious 
enough to say : " You cannot know 
how much your presence means to 
us." The presence of others helped 
them to be objective. What was 
done was right for Catholics if it 
were in some way right for all. Do 
we not all , in confessing a common 
faith , affirm that we believe " in the 
communion of the saints" ? But more 
of that later. 

The service itself was a colorful , 
solemn and joyful celebration . In 
duration it had been severely 
reduced from six hours .to approxi
mately two hours. The mass was 
celebrated by Pope Paul VI assisted 
by members of the American hier
archy as concelebrants. 

For nearly a century a campaign 
for the cause of acknowledging 
Mother Seton's sanctity had been 
carried on by her advocates. As long 
ago as 1883 James Cardinal Gibbons 
of Baltimore had first urged it. 
During the service itself a final 
" plea" was made to the pope to 
declare sainthood. Appropriately, 
also, her virtues were extolled by 
four women in four languages : 
French, Spanish, Italian and English. 
They represented four stages in the 
life of Mother Seton ; representing 
these were a young unmarried 
woman from France, a mother from 
Uruguay, a widow from Italy and a 
religious from Canada. Then, as if 
in response to this universal plea, 
the Pope declared : 

" For the honor of the Most Holy 
Trinity, for the exaltation of the 
Catholic faith and the increase of the 
Christian life, by the authority of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, of the Holy Apos
tles Peter and Paul and by Our own 
authority, after having reflected for a 
long time and invoked the divine aid, 
having obtained the counsel of many 
of our brother Bishops, we declare 
and define that Blessed Elizabeth Ann 
Bayley Seton is a Saint and we in
scribe her name in the Calendar of 
the Saints and establish that she 
should be devoutly honored among 
the Saints in the universal Church . 

In the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. " 

In further acknowledgment of the 
_new role of women in the Church, 
one of the Scripture lessons was read 
by a Sister from New Jersey, the first 
time a woman had read a lesson at 
a papal mass. The Gospel lesson, 
Luke 10:38-42-on Mary and Martha 
-was read both in Latin and Greek. 

In a brief homily the Pope spoke 
of the meaning of sainthood as 
implying not just moral perfection 
but as an expression of the image 
of Christ (Romans 8 :29) . He empha
sized the significance of St. Elizabeth 
Ann Bayley Seton being canonized 
during International Women's Year. 
Once again the global importance of 
the event was stressed in his deliver
ing the sermon not only in English 
but also resumes of it in French, 
Spanish, German and Italian. 

Of special interest, too, were the 
traditional five gifts brought to the 
altar during the service : bread, wine, 
candles, birds and flowers. To three 
essentials for life: food , drink, light, 
was added beauty and animate 
nature. In a sense it was as if all 
creation was involved in this cele
bration of humanness. The service 
closed with communion , open to all 
who would receive it. It was al
together a moving and momentous 
experience. 

What are we to make of this 
event, living as we do toward the 
end of the Twentieth Century? We 
have said that all Christians confess 
belief in " the communion of the 

what was a 
united methodist 
bishop doing at 
a canonization 
ceremony? 
saints." We must mean something 
by this : that those who love God and 
one another somehow belong to
gether ; that the whole church is a 
mutually supportive fellowship ; that 
all Christians participate in this ; that 
there is a real but invisible bond 
among Christian brothers and sisters 
of all times and places. The com
munion of the saints is a definition 
of the Church and includes all who 
live, or have lived, in faith , hope and 
love. This is a heritage common to 
us all. It affirms also that we live in 
dialogue with those who have gone 
before us. 

Saints are referred to in both the 
Old and New Testaments. In the 
former the term is often used as a 
general description of all God 's 
people, especially of those who are 
pious, devoted and steadfast. In both 
testaments a separation or set
apartness is implied with respect to 
saints. 

In the New Testament " saints" 
becomes a common designation of 
members of the church. The word is 
not used in the singular ; rather it 
is a collective term for the faithful 
who in devotion to God are given 
to the loving care of others. In 
Colossians saints are the " faithful 
brothers (and sisters) in Christ. " They 
are members of a family in which 
Jesus Christ is elder brother and 
example. In Romans 1 Paul seems 
to link these " called to be saints" 
with those who are " called to be
long to Jesus Christ." The word 
church refers quite literally to those 
who belong to the Lord . Likewise a 
passage in Romans 1 speaks of 
" those everywhere whom God helps 
to put wrong things right. " These 
are saints and they are found 
simply everywhere. 

Two things further I would affirm : 
First, that it is God who makes saints 
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and the Church merely nurtures and 
acknowledges them . Indeed, all of 
the branches of the Church appear 
to offer this acknowledgment in 
their own ways. Second, humanity 
cannot and does not get along with
out saints of one kind or another. 
If the Church does not affirm them, 
then the world wi ll do so. 

It is widely known that the 
Roman Catholic Church has for 
centuries had a formal method of 
acknowledging saints. This is by no 
means casual but is searching and 
complex, seemingly more geared to 
prevent canonization rather than to 
encou rage it. Though undoubtedly 
the proced ures have been abused at 
times duri ng the centuries, the 
Roma n Catholic Church must be 
credited in recent t imes of purging 
from its Ca lendar of sai nts the names 
of many w ho were of do ubtful 
authentic ity. O n the other hand, it 
is exactly Pope Paul V I who has 
cano nized more sai nts than any 
other pontiff-more than seventy
five in all. But most of these were 
of two gro ups : twenty- two Afri ca n 
martyrs slaughtered under an Ugan
dan ki ng in the 19th Century and 
forty martyrs of England and Wa les 
put to death during the English 
reformation . But Roman Catho lic 
theologians would recognize mil
lions of uncanonized sai nts as well. 

There is no use denyi ng that 
saints canonized by the Roman 
Catho lic Ch urch have traditionall y 
been a problem as they have been 
understood by Protestants. Th is is 
part icul arl y t ru e of the veneration 
o r invocation of the saints. Vat ican 
II affirmed this practice but it does 
not play the intensive ro le in Catho
lic piety that it did at the Refo rma
tion period . As the contempo rary 
Common Catechism makes cl ear, 
however, the practice of veneration 
may be understood by Protes tants 
as glorifying God's grace shown 
fo rth in rea l peop le and cel ebrat ion 
of them as models of the Chri st ian 
li fe approved of God and man. 

In Orthodoxy a p lace for canoni
zation is also fo und. It seems to be 
an official affirmation by a synod 
which merely reflects and authenti 
cates what is already a consensus on 
the part of the faithfu l throughout 
the whole church regarding ce rta in 
particular ly emi nent Christians. 

As for Protestants, we do not 
share an official process of cano niza
tion but we do seem to acknowledge 
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" sai nts" even if in informal and 
personal ways . W e speak of a 
" sai nted " fathe r or mother or of 
persons of outsta nd ing exce ll ence o f 
Ch ristian character, contagion and 
achievement. In this sense Martin 
Luther, John Wesley, Francis Asbury, 
Ama nda Smi th, W illiam Booth, Flor
ence Nightinga le, W illiam Temple 
and hosts of o thers are sa ints. No r 
do we have much trouble acknowl
edgi ng such o nes as St. Francis of 
Assis i, St. Au gusti ne or even St. 
Teresa. We all know these things 
and no Christ ian l ives w ithout taking 
the factor of sain thood into con
siderat ion . 

We have said al so that humanity 
cannot get along w ithout saints. If 
the Church does not uphold the 
idea l character- the hero or heroine 
of fa ith- then the secular world will 
do so. Note how readily the "secular 
sai nt" in the w orld of politi cs or art 
o r ci nema o r especiall y sports is 
idea lized, ido lized and emulated. 
O r in sociali st countries the " heroes 
of labor" or cosmonauts as well as 
the cl assic " saints" Marx and Engels 
o r even Stalin are exalted. The 
strange w orld of counter-culture 
too has i ts anti-heroes and anti
heroin es. Apparen t ly here is an 
inesca pable dimension of the human 
experi ence. 

In the sa int is manifested what 
might be called profound conscious
ness, a deep rea lizat ion of what per
sonhood means. Or it has to do with 
aroused conscience, so that for 
exa mpl e a personal or social condi
ti on o nce taken for granted is no 
longer rega rded tol erable because 
some person o r group has. deeply 
sensed th is to be tru e. Once again , 
it relates to rea lized possibilit y so 
that our understanding of the magni
tude of the human potential is 
vast ly expanded by such persons. Or 
it invo lves w hat might be termed 
exemp lary engagem ent; that is, that 
human fulfillm ent experienced by 
some becomes duplicabl e in . the 
experi ence of others. These four 
d imensions are somehow present in 
the sai nt. They not only are mani
festatio ns of authentic humanness 
but fo r the Chri sti an bea r w itness to 
the contempo raneity of God's ac
tion. 

In the Ch ristian tradition all such 
persons embrace fa ith and love 
and hope. They use as vehicles 
the cl ass ic devotions: meditation, 
contemplat ion and prayer. They 

encourage cl assic disciplines of pov
erty, chastity and obed ience, all of 
w hi ch may be interpreted meaning
full y fo r plain people in our times. 
I would suggest non-attachment to 
" things" ; .singlemindedness of life 
and purpose ; commitment to what 
God seems to intend for our day as 
elements in such reinterpretations. 
Christi ans-sa ints, as the Roman 
Catholi c layman van Hugel observed , 
are " those w ho care." Sa in ts are 
" signs that ca ll fo r others w ho, w ith 
cease less love fo r thi s w ho le w orld, 
would bend their wi ll to ca re for 
all. " Sai nts are not angels. They are 
rea l people w ith perhaps a touch of 
genius in their exuberance of com
mitment, in their reckl ess abandon 
to extravaga nt evangelical obedi
ence, in their selfless devotion to 
the needs o f others. Humanity 
canno t do w ithout them. 

It is, of course, difficult to speak 
abo ut th ese thin gs in our day. Saints 
are not alien, however, to the human 
experi ence though they often seem 
to be ali en. So it is that the saints 
are not always pleasing to us. They 
are likely to be annoying, trouble
some and painful to us as they 
provoke us to that righteousness 
w hich is justi ce. Such are the ones 
everyw here w hom God helps " to 
put w rong things right. " 

Such a one was Elizabeth Ann 
Bayley. Her story is fairly well
known . Born in New York City in 
1774, she was therefore a charter 
citi zen of our nation when it became 
independent. Baptized and con
f irmed an Episcopalian she remained 
in that communion until she was 
thirty. At age twenty she married 
W ill iam Magee Seton, a merchant, 
and bo re him fi ve children . Her life 
was full of tragedy. For example, her 
hu sband became bankrupt and then 
died of tuberculos is. Her conversion 
to Roman Catholicism invited further 
hostility and humiliation . But she was 
steadfast and pursued an early incli
nation to good works. In 1809 she 
es ta bl ished a religiou s order, the Sis
ters of Charity of St. Joseph under 
the Rule of St. Vincent de Paul. Be
ginn ing with a small community of 
like-minded women she started a 
movement for education, health 
care, o rphanages and other social 
se rvice. She pioneered parochial 
education in this country. Though 
she was plagued with personal dis
appointment and adversity, she gave 
herse lf to prayer, was con stant in 



hope and faith and love. In a short 
life of forty-six years she was seen 
as exemplary in her service of God 
and humanity. In such persons God 
is understood as manifestly at work. · 
The Roman Church nourishes them 
and finally acknowledges some of 
them by canonization as saints. 

Eastern Orthodoxy does similarly. 
Take, for example, a Russian monk 
named Herman. He was a con
temporary of Elizabeth Ann Seton ; 
his years : 1756-1837. Born in a 
merchant's family in the vicinity of 
Moscow, at sixteen he entered a 
monastery of St. Sergius near the 
gulf of Finland. At first he retreated 
into seclusion, but later he became a 
missionary to Alaska. There he not 
only emanated love and understand
ing, becoming the very symbol of 
the Christian faith to those among 
whom he served, but also he was 
the champion of the Aleuts and Eski
mos who were being mercilessly ex
ploited by the Russian fur traders. 
He organized schools, hospitals and 
orphanages ; he fed the hungry- all 
for the love of God and humankind. 
He is recorded once as saying: " I, 
a poor sinner, for forty years have 
tried to love God and I cannot say 
that I love Him as I should. To love 
God is to think of Him always, to 
serve Him day and night and to do 
His will. " This he endeavored to do 
as he lived and finally died on Spruce 
Isle near Kodiak. As the first histori
cal act of the newly created Ortho
dox Church in America this humble 
monk was canonized on August 1970 
as St. Herman of Alaska . History re
veals him to have been a person 
whom God helped " to put wrong 
things right. " The Church simply 
acknowledged this fact. 

We have emphasized that Protes
tants also have outstanding saints 
though informally acknowledged . 
Take, for instance, a younger con
temporary of both St. Elizabeth and 
St. Herman-George Bowen of 
Bombay. He was born in Vermont 
in 1816 of well-to-do parents. When 
he was seventeen he became what 
we would call an agnostic but he 
had a gifted mind, was well-edu
cated and a lifelong student. Quite 
exceptionally for the time he had 
the privilege as a young man of 
travelling for three years in Europe. 
Then for some years he lived the 
~ife of a dilettante in New York, in
terested in music, the arts and be
coming a playwright. He was then 

A throng of 120,000 gathers at St. Peter's Square to attend the canonization of Mother 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, foundress of the U.S. Sisters of Charity. 

disappointed in love, suffered the 
failure of some of his literary proj
ects and was reduced to despair. 
Then in the spring of 1844 he 
was dramatically-almost drastically 

. -converted and the next autumn 
entered Union Theological Seminary. 
He sought and found what he called 
a " personal acquaintance with 
Jesus." " My principal business," he 
wrote, "is to learn of Christ and to 
make known what I learn." 

After seminary Bowen sailed in 
1847 from Boston to Bombay to be 
a missionary. He went " before the 
mast," working as a sailor on a six
month voyage around the Cape of 
Good Hope. Once in India he re
mained there until his death never 
once thinking of returning home. 
He refused any regular salary from 
a missionary society and supported 
himself by tutoring. His life-style was 
one of extreme simplicity ; he ate 
sparingly, lived in one or two rooms, 
dressed neatly but inexpensively. 
When clothes were given him he 
would pass them on to others. Clear
ly he lived a life devoted markedly 
to poverty, chastity and unswerving 
obedience to Christ. Something of 
his spirit is made clear in these 
words recorded in his journal : 

" Probably the hol iest man in this 
world is he w ho retains keenly and 
abidingly the sense of his liability to 
sin. I desire to be that man ." 

" I want to have Christ walking 
about the streets of Bombay as he did 
about those of Jerusalem and livin g 
among this people ... the friend of 
the people. I want to have Jesus the 
missionary in my mind's eye contin
ually. By the grace of God I want to 

learn to love. Love overcometh every
thing." 

He did just these things. He be
came one of the most outstanding 
mi ssionaries of all time. Employing 
his literary gifts, for years he edited 
a Christian periodical , The Guardian , 
called by some the most distin
guished Christian journal in the 
whole world for its day. Others have 
likened him to St. Augustine . Though 
the very incarnation of a saint, he 
was possibly for that reason an im
mensely attractive human being 
w hose company was sought after by 
those in every station of life. William 
Taylor, the great evangelist and 
bishop, said of Bowen, " If the 
Roman Catholics had him they 
would canonize him as a saint. " God 
m de him an authetic saint in the 
most classic and Biblical sense of 
the word. Many who knew him, in
cluding non-Christians, regarded him 
a saint and so designated him. When 
he died in 1888 the whole city of 
Bombay, Christians and non-Ch ris
tians alike, turned out for his funeral. 
When this writer arrived as a mis
sionary in Bombay exactly fifty years 
later, Hindus and Muslims were sti ll 
bringing fresh flowers daily to his 
grave. He identified himself com
pletely with the dispossessed of earth 
and was used " to put wrong things 
right. " 

Here then are three saints : St. 
Elizabeth Ann, St. Herman of Alaska 
and " saint" George Bowen of Bom
bay- one Catholic, one Orthodox, 
one Protestant. Thanks be unto God 
for them all . " For all the saints
Alleluia! " • 



amnesty-
an unresolved 
legacy of vietnam 
by Louise Ransom 

T he final ending of all military 
hostilities in Indochina makes 
the issue of amnesty more 

urgent than ever. The desire of the 
government to put the war behind 
it, without dealing with the unre
solved legacies, is an evasion of the 
painful realities of a tragic decade. 

Former President Nixon received 
an unconditional amnesty for crimes 
known and unknown . The South 
Vietnamese refugees-some desert
ers from their own army, or worse
have been properly welcomed here, 
but with no requirement of two 
years of national service, or a case
by-case review of their motivations. 

And yet this government, while 
asking for an end to all recrimina
tions, continues to impose the 
penalties of exile, prison, and un
employment on a million young 
Americans who still suffer the legal 
and social consequences of their 
opposition to the war, a war univer
sally accepted as one that should 
never have been . 

The need for amnesty is a clear 
reminder of the abuse of govern
mental power in both our foreign 
and domestic policy, and this must 
be remembered if future Vietnams 
are to be avoided . 

The dead cannot be restored to 
life, nor can the maiming of body 
and spirit of thousands of young 
soldiers be repaired, but amends 
can be made to the living. Universal 
and unconditional amnesty, which 
provides the only genuine remedy, 
would prove the capacity of this 
nation to learn at least some of the 
lessons of the war. 

Unfortunately there is still a lack 
of information in most people's 
minds concerning a complex and 
emotional issue. If the American 
public could understand the injus
tice and inequity of a Selective Ser
vice System which imposed undue 
burdens disproportionately on a 
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comparative few of the available 
draft-age young men, they would 
demand from their Congress redress 
of such grievances. 

Accordingly, five of the most 
frequently asked questions about 
amnesty are answered here. 

Why should an unconditional am
nesty be extended beyond those 
who resisted just up to the point of 
induction; i.e.; to deserters and 
veterans with less-than-honorable 
discharges? 

Amnesty proponents have come 
to feel that to exclude those who 
have come into conflict with the 
military system would be to sustain 
the injustices of the Selective Ser
vice System as detailed further on . 
Violators of the draft laws are pre
dominantly white and middle class. 
Violators of the military code are 
predominantly poor and dispropor
tionately black, as were the in
ductees. We could conceivably say 
that the difference between the re
sistance motivations of the two 
groups is one of degree. Whereas 
the draft violators were able to 
imagine the immorality and racism 
of the Vietnam War and the military 
system, soldiers had to experience 
it. Both groups were wholly subser
vient to the military's inexorable 
demand for more bodies. Col. 
Victor A. DeFiori , the Pentagon 's 
AWOL expert and spokesman, has 
privately admitted that " attempts to 

distinguish between the motivations 
of draft evaders and deserters is 
bound to be a futile exercise." 

Undue weight, has been given to 
the anti-amnesty opinions of military 
representati ves of the Department 
of Defense, Regular Army and Navy 
personnel , and the few career offi
cers who have been POWs. It must 
be said that these opponents of 
unconditional amnesty have a vested 
interest in concealing the true facts 
concerning the war and the military 
system. 

Not to include military violators 
in a general amnesty would prove 

· what many people already fear : that 
we are a society w hi ch favors the 
privileged, and that our concepts of 
social justice do not apply to those 
who need it most. 

Would requiring Alternate Service 
possibly prove a deterrent to refus
ing participation in future hostilities; 
and would Conscientious Objectors 
who have completed it be resentful 
if it were eliminated? 

The answers to this question are 
frankly as suppositional as the 
antithetica l answers of the American 
Legion . Who can predict what 
young Americans will or will not do 
when confronted with such a pros
pect? 

When young men-and women 
-believe their nation's security, or 
the cause of real freedom, to be in 
serious jeopardy, they will rally to 
its defense. Amnesties granted after 

the Civil War did not particularly 
affect the attitudes toward subse
quent wars, and it seems unlikely 
that the whole generation which 
fought in World War 11 stopped to 
ask, before enlistment, what had 
happened to their fathers in World 
War I. It is significant also that many 
men could not get Conscientious 
Objector status because they did 
not object to all wars. 

Rather it is to be hoped that un
conditional amnesty would serve as 
a deterrent, not so much to would
be resi sters, but to a government 
bent on embarking on military ad
ventures without the wholehearted 
support of the American people. 

Actually, amnesty advocates are 
more concerned with the question 
of whether or not Alternate Service 
will be considered as punitive by 
war resisters. Former Secretary of 
the Army Robert Froehlke, in his 
testimony at the House amnesty 
hearings in March, 1974, stated that 
alternate service to one's country 
should be considered a privilege, 
not a punishment. This would be 
ideal , of course. However, until we 
ask it of all our citizens, without 
respect to sex, race, or economic 
position, it can only be regarded as 
a punitive judgment on the acts 
of a very few . Puniti ve judgments 
against war resisters are rejected on 
the grounds that the United States 
is unwilling to make a moral judg
ment on the rightness or wrongness 
of the actions of men who created 
and implemented the war policies. 

Amnesty, we must remember, 
means forgetting (though who can 
ever really forget?), not forgiving. 
Forgiving would only imply wrong
doing, requiring punishment, and 
not only war resisters, but the mil
lions of American citizens who 
sincerely opposed the war on moral 
grounds, would be seriously out
raged by such a judgment on the 
part of their government. Amnesty 
as forgetting could heal the divisive
ness among us. Amnesty as forgiving 
could not. 
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Indeed, it is perhaps parents that 
need to be forgiven by their sons 
and a whole generation which has 
been put in such an untenable 
position. 

The best evidence of lack of 
bitterness toward unconditional am
nesty among Conscientious Ob
jectors, who served their Alternate 
Service or went to prison, is their 
own actions. A great many of them, 
through an organization called the 
Central Committee For Conscien
tious Objectors (CCCO), are actively 
working for the repatriation of 
exiles, and the upgrading of military 
discharges. They know better than 
anyone else the difficulty of 
obtaining CO status, and the incon
sistency of draft boards in granting 
it. They also know that for the 
inarticulate and the uneducated, it 
was virtually impossible. 

It is interesting to note, in this 
connection, that in the one year in 
which such statistics were kept, Dep. 
Asst. Defense Secretary Roger Kelley 
reported that on ly 19,000 of the 
100,000 CO claims were granted. 

Would not a case-by-case re
view be a good means of distinguish
ing between those motivated by 
conscience, and those not so noble? 

Unconditional amnesty advocates 
argue that a case-by-case review 
would only promulgate the same 
widely recognized inequities that 
characterized the administration of 
the Selective Service Laws, 1which 
notoriously discriminated in favor 
of the white middle class against 
poverty and minority groups. 

How would someone who is 
inarticulate and uneducated be able 
to state his justification for an act 
that may have taken place four, five, 
six years ago, to the satisfaction of 
a review board in Boston-or in 
Mississippi? 

If instead of regional review 
boards, a national review board 
were constituted , it would take so 
long to hear all the cases, that men 
would grow old and families remain 
separated while awaiti ng their day 
in court. There are, after all, a mil
lion in need of amnesty. 

Far better, we believe, to agree 
with the Rt. Rev. Harold B. Robinson , 
Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese of 
Western New York, when he says : 
" We favor general amnesty to all 
those who refused to participate in 
the conflict in Indochina. Let us put 
the tragedy of So utheast Asia behind 
us. We admit there are unworthy 
exceptions to the principle of gen
era l amnesty. However, we feel that 
they are a small minority and the 
majority shou ld not suffer because 
of them. " 

Universal and unconditional am
nesty is a simple cost-free act of 
magnanimity by a sovereign state. 
Administering a case-by-case review 
of the records of every potential 
amnesty recipient would be very 
expensive. It would seem more 
sensible to apply those fu nds to 
improve the lot of men who are 
still suffering because they did 
participate in the war. 

If the state is indeed se lf-confi
dent, it will not be damaged by the 
presence of a few " unworthy excep
tions" who appear to have escaped 
judgment at the bar of justice, 
particularly since men truly respon
sible for the war policies will never 
be so judged. 

Has amnesty not already been 
granted through President Ford's 
Clemency Program? 

On September 17, 1974, one day 
after the announcement of the 
program by the President, who 
himse lf did not call it amnesty but 

rather " earned re-entry", the follow
ing statement was issued from 
Philadelphia by the American Friends 
Service Committee: 

" The (A FSC) reaffirms its advocacy 
of amnesty for all those persons who 
vio lated civi l or military law in the 
course of active opposition to the 
war in Indochina or in the course 
of removing themselves from par
ticipation in that war. 

President Ford 's clemency pro
gram is tota ll y inadequate, both in 
meeting the needs of the people 
involved and in meeting the needs 
of the nation for reconciliation . We 
note for example, that the major 
problem of upgrading less than 
honorable discharges is omitted . The 
requirement of two years of forced 
labor on top of the distress already 
endured totally ignores the history of 
the Indochina wa r and the rejection 
of that war by the vast majority of 
Americans. 

To require a pledge of allegiance 
of these alleged offenders is degrad
ing to them and to the United States. 
These are Americans who rejected 
an immoral and unpopular war, 
not their country. 

It is clear that the majority of 
persons in need of amnesty will find 
it impossible both to apply for this 
program and at the same time to 
maintain their integrity. This is 
consistent with their withdrawal 
from the war, and we support 
them." 

During the six and a half months 
of its life, the program proved to be 
unworkable. A large majority of the 
intended beneficiaries rejected it, 
and of those who did enter the 
program, a large majority still await 
resolution of their cases. 

The numbers game is complex, 
but in broad general term s, 137,000 
men were declared eligible for the 
program out of a total of more than 
650,000 in need of amnesty. (650,000 
does not include the uncountabl e 
thousands who never registered for 
the draft, nor any civilian war re
sisters.) Of the 137,000 eligible only 
16.3% applied with about 75% sti ll 
unresolved . 

J. F. Ter Horst in a syndicated 
co lumn has said that the " clemency 
program (is) one of the hi ghest
priced temporary projects in the 
federal gove rnment" and is clear 
evidence that proceeding on a case
by-case basis is virtually impossible. 
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Reinstatement o f the Cl emency 
Program, as has been proposed, 
even given extensive cosmeti c sur
gery, would not sati sfy the need, 
since it in no way meets the defini 
t ion of a true amnesty, and would 
only serve to delude the Ameri can 
people that su ch an amnesty had 
been granted. 

1 
Would granting unconditional am
nesty to war resisters diminish the 
service of those who put their time 
in the military, and may have lost 
their lives or been seriously 
wounded? 

Human nature being what it is, 
undoubtedly there will be some who 
remain bitter and vindi cti ve toward 
those who deserted o r went into 
ex il e. It is hard to know why they 
are not equally vindi cti ve tow ard 
the 90% of all draft-age males w ho 
lega ll y evaded Vi etnam servi ce 
throu gh co llege, teaching exemp
tion s, National Guard, etc. or equal
ly b itter aga inst th ose who created 
the wa r po li cy. Un fo rtun ately, Mr. 
Nixon exace rbated thi s reacti on and 
appea led to our worst instincts w ith 
his hard- line amnesty po li cy, and by 
stating that it w ould di shonor th ose 
w ho se rved. 

If the po liti ca l leaders of the land 
could develop the confidence to 
grant unive rsa l, unconditi onal am
nesty, they could state cl ea rl y and 
unequivoca lly that nothin g we say 
o r do here now ca n di shono r pas t 
se rvice. If thi s were sa id often 
enough by responsib le leaders, the 
peopl e w ould come to believe it, 
albeit slowly and painfull y, because 
it is tru e. 

The se rvice of returned vete rans, 
wounded or not, has been fa r mo re 
diminished because o f their shabby 
trea tment by their own government, 
than by any possi ble uncondi t ional 
amnesty. Grant them the benefits 

that are long overdu e, and thei r b it
te rness toward their coun try, as wel l 
as aga inst wa r resisters, wi ll be much 
relieved. 

It is noteworthy that the argu
ments aga inst amnesty are more 
vehementl y promo ted by W orld Wa r 
11 ve terans than by Vi etnam veteran s. 
Acco rdin g to a po ll conducted by 
Penthouse M agaz ine in the fa ll of 
1974 , 63% of the ve terans po ll ed 
w ere Vietnam veterans. 39% of these 
favo red to tal and uncond iti onal am
nesty and 31 % of the o ther vete rans 
favo red i t. 41 % o f the o ther ve terans 
were opposed to any amnesty, w hile 
only 34% of the Vi etnam veterans 
were opposed . 

It is mo re di ff icult to respond to 
the emotional reacti o ns of those 
w ho have lost relatives irJ Vietnam. 

In an attempt to dea l with this 
intensely human p roblem, a Go ld 
Star M other w rote the fo ll owi ng 
letter to another mo ther w ho had 
also lost a son in Vietnam. She had 
written a letter to Newsweek M aga
z ine sayi ng that "s ince her son has 
been ly ing in a cemetery all th ese 
years, "amnesty cannot and must 
no t be given to those w ho fl ed to 
esca pe their ri ghtful duti es w hile 
o thers now lie dead." 

Dear Mrs. W : 
Your letter to Newsweek Maga

zine pro testing amnesty made me 
ve ry sa d . M y son, Mike, was ki lled 
in Vietnam one month after your 
son, Jeff. Mike also enlisted in the 
arm y, though just ahead o f his draft 
induction da te. 

By the time he had finished bas ic 
training and then finally O CS, he 
was un able to find any good reason 
fo r th e U.S. military p resence in 
Indochina. 

He had his own reasons fo r serv
ing rather than going to p rison for 
six yea rs, o r deserting and go ing into 
exi le, but he would never have been 
resentful o f those w ho made other 
cho ices . On the contra ry, he wou ld 
have understood perfectly the moti
vation o f any man w ho fe l t he could 
no t participate in any way in the 
appalling things America n so ldie rs 
were o rdered to do in th e name of 
pa trio tism and freedom . Above all, 
he wo uld never have blamed the 
man w ho refused to fight fo r his own 
p resence in Vietnam . He kn ew all 
too well that the blame lay with 

those who were responsible for the 
war. 

Richard Nixon has said that it 
dishonors the dead if amnesty is 
granted. I say to you in all humility 
that the dead have their own honor 
and nothing we say o r do here can 
detract from that. Senator Robert 
Ke nnedy wro te us, in that te rrib le 
spring of 1968, as he must have to 
you, that courage was the first of 
all virtues because it was the one 
that guaranteed all the others . I 
know that my son and yo urs, and 
the 56,000 more, had courage. Bu t 
that does not p reclude those who 
chose not to serve from having 
another kind of courage-or patrio
tism . 

Th e tragedy is that even as our 
hosti l ity towa rd the Vietnamese is 
hopefully ending, M r. Nixon's words 
have divided us here at home. It is 
into lerab le that you and I, with our 
shared sorrow, should be pitted 
against each other fo r his political 
purposes . 

The service of 
Vietnam veterans has 
been far more diminished 
by their shabby treatment 
by the government 
than by any possible 
unconditional amnesty. 

Yo u have truly said that th e empty 
p laces at our Thanksgiving tables 
wi ll never be fi lled. It does a great 
injustice, I think, to the memory of 
Mike and Jeff if we permit our loss 
to make us wish to keep empty 
thousands of p laces that need not 
be so . Mike wou ld not forgive me 
if I stood in the way of another 
family's Thanksgiving reunion- in 
his name. 

Further, it is no tribute to tho e 
who fo ught and died to think they 
would want to have served in the 
name of a punitive and vengeful 
country. The nation, in w hose ser
vi ce they cou ld be proud, is united 
and compass ionate, devoted to free
dom and socia l justice for all . A 
universa l and unconditional amnesty 
would symbolize such a nation . • 
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A TIME FOR BUILDING 

I
t has been three years since the 
United States officially si?ned the 
Paris Peace Accords which were 

to end the war in Vietnam, and it is 
now seven months since the fighting 
actually ceased in that beleagured 
land. But even now-months after 
the last soldier and government 
official have left Vietnam, there are 
many l inks and ties, both positive 
and negative between the United 
States and Vietnam . 

The Refugees 

As the war was drawing to a 
close last Apri l, fear and panic swept 
in front of the co ll apsing Saigon 
Army. Many people were afraid that 
the fina l battle for Saigon would be 
lo ng and bloody, and that if the 
Saigon government lost, there would 
be vast recrimi nation by the new 
rulers. American officia ls estimate 
that hund reds of thousands or per
haps mi l li ons of Vietnamese had 
been marked for death after the 
final batt le, an expectation which 
did not materialize. With this ele
ment of hysteria, however, tens of 
thousands of Vietnamese clamored 
aboard every available vehicle and 
fled the country during the final 
weeks of the war. 

As a result of this exodus the 
U.S. has had an immigration of 
about 130,000 Indochinese refugees . 
The refugees were sent immediately 
to four reception centers through
out the United States, where they 
were to wait for sponsorship by 
individuals or churches . Although 
adequate federa l funding was avail
able for churches and vo luntary 
agencies responsible for finding 
sponsors, the sponsoring individual 
or church was totally responsible 

Doug Hostetter is Asia Research Special
ist for the Women's Division UN office. 
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for housing and financial support of 
the sponsored family until they were 
able to become se lf-sufficient. The 
response of the American people to 
th is need has been truly encourag
ing. 

By the end of September ove r 
100,000 of the total 130,000 refugees 
had been resettled with sponso rs. 
By the middle of October, 1,160 
United Methodist churches or in
dividu als had committed themse lves 
to be sponso rs. Four thousand five 
hundred and ninety-three (4,593) 
Vietnamese refugees had already 
been sponso red by United Method
ists, and UMCOR anticipated that 
they wou ld ass ist in the resett lement 
of at least anothe r 1,000 refugees. 

During the resett lement period, 
the National Division and Hea lth 
and Welfare Division have been 
work ing closely on discerning and 
developing support com munities 
and services for resettled refugees. 
Lists of reso urce materials for spon
sori ng churches and individua ls are 
being shared through Jun e Shimo
kawa of Health and Welfare Divi
sion . Needs related to health, lan
guage, differing socia l customs, and 
loneliness are gradually being met. 

Another concern is to aid refugees 
who have had second thoughts and 
wish to return home. In October, 
the U.S. government allowed one 
group to go to Guam to await re
patriation to Vietnam through ar
rangements with the UN High 
Commissioner on Refugees. Al
though negotiations had not been 
completed with the Vietnamese 
government, the refugees were 
given a boat and allowed to return 
unescorted to Vietnam . Received by 
the new government in Saigon, they 
are temporarily housed on a Viet
namese island where they are being 

taken care of by the UN High Com
missioner on Refugees until the new 
gove rnment has completed emer
gency food and housing arrange
men ts for them. 

"Babylift" Children 

A second group of refugees who 
were ca ught up in the confusion of 
the final days of the war was the 
children who ca me to this country 
through " Operation Babylift". Last 
April as it appeared certain that the 
Saigon Army was collapsing, there 
was a massive attempt to remove 
ch ildren from Vietnamese orphan
ages and brin g them to the United 
States. A number of American 
vo luntary agencies had been assist
ing in the effort to bring Vietnamese 
orphans to the U.S. for adoption by 
American families. Although there 
were many American families who 
wished to adopt Vietnamese chil
dren and there were many Viet
namese children in orphanages, few 
chi ldren were actua ll y adopted by 
American fa mili es prior to the 
" Babylift". There were several rea
sons for this . 

The forme r Saigon Government 
was reluctant to allow inter-country 
adoption because they fe lt that with 
the large number of Vietnamese 
who had been killed in the war, it 
was unwise to send chi ldren out of 
the country. Many of the children 
in the orphanages were actually in
eligible for adoption because they 
were not true ophans. Very often 
in Vietnam during the war, poor 
families would place children in an 
orphanage simply to assure that the 
child would have adequate food and 
clothing. 
A young man impri oned by the Thieu 
regime on the dread prison island of Con 
Son i greeted by his mother after hi 
relea e in Saigon last Spring. 
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As the former Saigon Government 
was collapsing, some A mericans 
were honestly concern ed fo r the 
well-bei ng of the mixed blood chil
dren. There were also less hono rable 
motives invo lved. Operation Baby
l ift seemed to solve a number of 
problems-it removed the children 
from the impending " b loodbath," 
it supplied children to American 
families who wanted to adopt, and 
it all owed the President and the 
United States to divert their atten
tion away from the disaster of Viet
nam and perfo rm one last heroic 
act. 

When President Ford annou nced 
that " Operation Babylift" woul d be
come a national project, he stated 
that he was authorizing the cutting 
through of Red Tape to facilitate 
the movement of the orphans. With 
the cutting of red tape, howeve r, 
many of the legal protections of the 
children were also elimi nated . Some 
children who were not orphans, but 
who had been placed in o rphanages 
because their parents couldn't afford 
to support them, were sent to this 
country without parenta l consent. 
Many government officials who had 
relatives in the U.S. or who hoped 
to immigrate in the future illegally, 
placed their children in orphanages 
in order to have them sent out of 
Vietnam, hoping to pick up the chi l
dren later, or have them picked up 
by relatives already in the U.S. Be
cause of the speed of the baby lift 
and the lack of proper communica-
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tion back to the U.S., however, all 
of these chi ldren brought ove r on 
Ope ration Babyli ft were pl aced for 
adoption w hen they arrived in the 
U.S. 

Several alert V ietnamese-spea kin g 
vo lun tee rs lea rn ed th rough conve r
sat ions wi th some of the o lder chil
dren that many o f the chi ldren were 
not o rphans and w ished to be re
united with their fa milies either in 
this country or in Vietnam. As a 
res ul t of thi s in fo rm ati o n, on A pril 
29, 1975 The Center fo r Constitu
tional Ri ghts f iled a suit in behalf of 
the Chil d ren o f the Baby li ft. The suit 
req uested the court to p ro hibit f inal 
adoption until all reco rds could be 
re-examined and the children w ho 
were o ld enough coul d be inter
viewed to determine the authenti c 
origi n and lega l statu s of each child . 
The Divis ion of Hea lth and Welfa re 
M inist ri es of the Boa rd o f Gl obal 
M ini stri es f iled a ami cus brief w ith 
the co urt on behalf of the children 
w ho may have famili es in Vietnam 
or elsewhere and suggested ce rtain 
guide li nes fo r the investiga ti o n and 
interviews. 

The immigration and Naturaliza
tio n Se rvice has been o rdered to 
investigate the record s of each child . 
By the end of Septem ber, with 
about half of the cases reviewed, 
it was d iscovered that there were at 
least 233 chil d ren w ho should no t 
have been class if ied as o rphans. 
There was also an indi ca ti on that 
false documents had been supplied 

fo r some of the other children. Of 
the no n-orphans, 56 have already 
been reuni ted w ith thei r natura l 
fa mili es. The task of f in d ing the par
ents and reuni t in g the remain ing 
non-o rphans w ith their fa mil ies is 
one of o ur continu ing respo nsi
biliti es to these children. 

U.S.-Vietnam Relations 

W hile the Un ited States mi litary 
invo lvement with Vietnam ceased 
abru ptly last Ap ril with the fi nal 
w ithd rawa l of the last U.S. mil ita ry 
and diplomatic personnel fro m V iet
nam, the dip lomat ic and lega l wa r 
w ith Indochina seems to have es
ca lated in the last 6 months. Per
sonal and cul tural exchange is actu
all y mo re restri cted now than at any 
time during the wa r. Ma il se rvice 
w hich had been o pen to both No rth 
and South Vietnam has now been 
comp lete ly broken off. South Viet
nam has been added to the li st of 
countries fo r w hi ch the U.S. pass
po rt is decla red no t va lid . U.S. gov
ernm enta l funds to UNICEF are still 
res tri cted from bein g used in Viet
nam. Trade and Humanitari an as
sistance efforts are mo re res tri cted 
now than any time d uring the arm ed 
confli ct. The Ameri can Friends Serv
ice Comm ittee was granted a license 
to " trade w ith the enemy" in send
ing ga rden tractors and fish nets 
in 1973. In 1975, that same li cense 
was deni ed the A FSC. 

D iplomati ca ll y, there are now 
few er channels and less communi
ca ti on w ith North and South Viet
nam than at any time since 1968. 
Requests by both V ietn amese gov
ernments to discuss the no rm aliza
ti on of relati ons have been coo ll y 
rebu ffed. W ithin the United Nati ons 
the United States twice ve toed the 
entrance of the two Vietnam states 
to UN membership . Even after the 
General Assembly vo ted to ask the 
U.S. to reconsider their veto by a 
vo te of 123 to nothing, the U.S. 
Governm ent refused to reconsider 
their vote. 

A congress io nal effo rt is under
way to b reak the co ld wa r with 
Vietnam. Congressman Bingham has 
in troduced a bill , H.R. 9503, w hich 
would remove North and Sou th 
Vietnam from the most restri ct ive 
catego ry of the Trading w ith the 
Enemy Act and place the V ietnams 
o n the sa me bas is as the Soviet 
Union and Ch ina. Thi s bill has 
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air ad r c ived mor than 25 co
spon ors and will probably be in 
troduc d to the House floor som -
time this January. Persons int re t d 
in building reconciliation are n-
ouraging their loca l ongressp r
on to ndorse this bill. 

After World War 11 the Unit d 
tat s r ated mu ch r sp ct and 

goodwill by moving to grant r -
con tru ction as istance to form r 
friend and foe alike. Unfortunately, 
there has not yet b en such a mov 
to a si t in rebuilding Indochina in 
spite of the enormou s amount of 
damag it has suffered. Prof sso r 
Arthur H. Westing in a report to th 
American Association for th Ad
vancement of Science indicat d that 
the total munitions expend d by th 
U.S. and its allies in Indochina may 
xceed th total munitions previous

ly expended by humanity in all of 
it past wars. It represents 700 
pounds of exp losives for v ry man , 
woman, and chi ld in Indochina or 
170 pounds for every a re of land . 
It was the equivalent in exp losiv 
en rgy of 570 Hiroshim a- type atomi c 
bombs. 

Despi te the obvious need there 
has been no official interest in re
construction either from the Presi -

Con gr 
mad 

Reconstruction 
In light of th obvious n d 

th lack of any U .. gov rnm 
response, a group of h u r h 

1v1 and p a e organizatio n 
formed an organizat ion 
Fri end hipm nt. Fri nd hipm nt is 
a united ffort of con rn d Am ri 
cans to a sist in r building Vi tnam 
and working for recon ili ation b -
tw en the p op l s of th U.S. and 
of Indochina. Among th 
in g organizations whi h 
Fri endshipm nt are th 
Friends Servic Committ 
nonite C ntral Committ 
World S rvi , and th 
Methodist Board of Globa l Minis
tri s, including the World Division , 
the Worn n's Divi ion, and UMCO R. 

Fri ndshipm nt has 3 main m
phases : 1) to hi ghlight and support 
ongoing lndo hina r constru tion 
proj ects, l ike United M thodist par
ti cipation in the reconstru ction of 

Students are back in hool now that the fighting ha 
ceased, but over 5,000 chool and kindergarten need 
to be repaired from the damage they uffered. Above, a 
woman returns to her home in what had been a "fre 
fire zone" during the war. Opposite page, a woman 
helps to repair the Bach Mai hospital in Hanoi, 
destroyed during the Christmas bombing in 1972. 



140 Holstei n yearling heifers . . . 

On September 23, 1975, Heifer 
Project International , an ecumen
ical organization which prov ides 
livestock and poultry, and trai n
ing in their care, to perso ns in 
developing areas around the 
world, flew 140 Holstein yearling 
heifers to the United Republic of 
Tanzania . The shipment was the 
first of an eventual 1180 head 
w hich HPI is p lacing, over a two
year period, in coope ration with 
the Tanzania Livestock Develop
ment Authority and other partic
ipating agencies. The anima ls 
will form a foundation herd from 
which the developing nation can 
expand its dairy industry. The 
author, who accompanied the 
Septembe r shipment, tel ls of that 
venture. 

While Heifer Project Interna
tional works with and receives 
support from various sources
farmers, service clubs and bus i
ness organizations-more than 
two-thirds of its support comes 
from churches and church-related 
groups. Of the 11 major denomi
nations which lend support to 
HPI , three-The United Chu rch 
of Christ, The United Methodist 
Church, and The United Presby
terian Church-account for nearly 
one-third of the organization 's 
income. 

John S. Workman is editor of the 
Arkansas Methodist . 

board a DC 8 in Loui siana ... 

It's almost six o 'clock in the 
evening now and the fin al truck has 
been unloaded. Our last cow is 
home! Home on the Kitulo Plateau, 
Mbeya Region , United Republic of 
Tanzania , East Africa . 

It' s been a fa n tastic, storybook 
journey. In the 21 days since leaving 
Fourche River Ranch nea r Li tt le 
Rock, Arkansas, o ur flight-with 140 
cows in one airp lane-had taken us 
from New Iberia , Louisia na, by way 
of Massachusettes, Spain, Chad and 
Uga nda, to the tropical heat of Dar 
es Sa laam, some 26 hours and 10,-
000 miles away. 

Before us was the 125-mile over
land journey to Morogoro, to the 
Faculty (co llege) of Agricultu re's 
farm , where o ur animals wo uld be 
in quarantine for ten days. Fo llow
ing that would be our 400-mile 
safari by ten-truck convoy to th is 
8500-foot-high p lateau in south
western-most Ta nza nia. Fro m w here 
I now sta nd o ne ca n see, far to the 
south , Lake Nyassa, and in th e d im 
distance ca n make out moun ta ins 
and va lleys that are in Zambia and 
Ma lawi. 

Tho ugh a dozen people are still 
milling around, I am alo ne for a 
moment, l istening to the p rivate 
music in my head and heart, though 
all that can be hea rd on the o u t
side is the sound of sage grass 
rustl ing in the b risk, chi lly evening 
breeze sweeping across this high 
African p lateau . 

It's a special moment. Something 
significant has been done. One 
more small nai l to ho ld the un ive rse 
together has been firm ly, secu rely 
driven home. It fee ls good. 

LAST 
Development: To Grow As 

Human Beings 

"Men and women want to be 
acto rs, not spectators, in their own 
liberation from poverty. Techni ca l 
assistance is necessa ry, bridges and 
roads are necessa ry. But unless 
pe rsons fee l that they can grow as 
human beings, can grow as masters 
of their ow n development and share 
in decisions, no amount of materi al 
effo rt wi ll achieve liberat ion. De
ve lopment-the p rocess of free in g 
humanity fro m the con straints of 
hunger, d isease and utter depend
ence o n i ll -understood natural forces 
- mu st be human if it is to be suc
cessful." 

The w ords are those of Hei fe r 
Proj ect lnternational 's executive di
recto r, Ed Gee rs. His contention is 
that HPl 's reason fo r being is to 
" help make development human." 
To that end the o rganization , in its 
30-year histo ry, has been respon
sibl e for placing over 50,000 animals 
and ove r 11/2 mill ion chi ckens with 
needy persons in ove r 90 countries 
and more than 20 states in the 
U.S.A. 

Heifer Project's basic concept is 
that w henever an animal is placed, 
the recipi ent agrees that the first 
fe male offspring of the gif t animal 
w ill be given to another needy fam
ily. And that fa mily is in turn to do 
the same, and so on . " Solving the 
p roblem of hunger one fa mily at a 
time," says Geers, "is a trademark 
of the Heifer Project approach." The 
o rga nization has found that concept 
to be a proven method of making 
perm anent improvements in . ~h e 
standard of li v ing of needy famili es. 



spend 10 days in quarantine ... 

lllE 
by John S. Workman 

Something Happens 

Heifer Project has a considerable 
record of solid accomplishments. 
Consider: 

* In Korea, half the present chick
en population is descended from 
HPI stock. 

* In India, during the past 18 
years, HPI has placed 700 pure-bred 
dairy cattle which have produced 
more than a million cross-breeds. 
These are now producing three 
times as much milk as native cows. 

* In Ecuador, a family earns more 
from the offspri ng of one HPI pig 
than they would normally earn in 
an entire year. 

The Tanzania Project 

In its plan to place in Tanzania, 
over a two-year period, a foundation 
herd of 1000 yearling heifers, 150 
breed heifers and approximately 30 
bulls, HPI is working not onl y in 
close cooperation with the Tanzan
ian government but also with the 
U.S. Agency for International De
velopment, the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization and 
other government-related agencies. 

Realizing that its traditional per
son-to-person approach, though 
eventually reaching large numbers, 
has a limited initial impact, HPI has 
recently initiated pilot livestock de
velopment programs in several 
countries. The present project in 
Tanzania was preceeded by such a 
pilot phase in which , in 1974, 70 
pregnant heifers were placed in two 
localities in that nation . The success 
of that test program demonstrated 
the ability of imported heifers to 
adapt to local conditions. 

ride 400 miles in 18 hours ... 

The establishment of foundation 
herds and the forming of village 
herds from their offspring, and the 
providing of training in dairy man
agement, have all demonstrated 
that such procedures are most suc
cessful in making dairy products 

· available to a larger community. The 
Tanzania program calls for the off
sp ring of the foundation herd to be 
distributed to 50 Ujaama (coopera
tive) villages. 

HPI officials view their organiza
tion 's participation in such shared 
ventures as an example of how a 
private, charitable group can mesh 
its benevolent program with the 
development efforts of government 
and quasi-governmental agencies. It 
is not a new concept, to be sure. 
But HPl 's experience demonstrates 
that such an approach can -comple
ment and strengthen the work of all 
parties, governmental and private, 
interested in development. 

' Number 25'-Symbol of Success 

I was at the far end of the pasture, 
almost a quarter of a mile away, 
working with two Africans trying to 
fix the big, rough-hewn gate, when 
I first saw him . I couldn' t imagine 
what he was doing, the young vet
erinarian assistant from India , jump
ing up and down in a seated 
position . 

Suddenly I became aware of what 
was happening. One of our heifers 
was down, suffering from shock 
from the injection she and the other 
139 cows had just received as a 
prophylaxis against the tsetse fly 
peculiar to this African region . It 
was the third in a series of injections 
the herd had, of absolute necessity, 

and finally arrive at Kitulo Farm 

to endure during these first few days 
of their quarantine period. Though it 
had been a difficult time for them, 
they had stood it we/I-plus the 
10,000 mile trip-and were in 
amazingly good shape . 

But Number 25 was down . As I 
had feared, her heart had stopped 
and the young Indian was literally 
jumping up and down on her rib 
cage in what proved a vain effort 
to get the life processes going again . 
But it was too much . The toxic drug, 
vital to her surviva l, had been too 
great a shock for her, one which 
could not be overcome in time. 

It was our first real set-back, our 
ow n first shock. And it hit hard. 
Someday it may sound foolish 
(though I can't imagine it), but I 
wanted to cry. Right there . Not only 
because of all the loving and de
voted effort, skill and patience, and 
the frustrations and near-disasters 
that it had taken to bring her here, 
but also because of the pain I felt 
for my veterinarian friends and the 
anguish I knew they were experi
encing in their labored efforts to 
save her. 

" Number 25" -she ought to have 
a name-had come from Missouri , 
USA, all the way to Tanzania, East 
Africa, given by someone who 
wanted to , and did, help fellow 
human beings help each other. She 
becomes something of a symbol for 
our journey, as yet uncompleted. 
She is a symbol, not of failure , but
strangely-of success . For she was 
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and is the eviden ce of someone' s 
concern for others. She made the 
trip. She gave her best. And she 
wo uld have given more, if only she 
could have . 

Perhaps it takes " Number 25s" to 
remind us of the kind of painful cost 
by w hich so many good and lasting 
things are won. 

Veterinarians Volunteer 
For Two Years 

As a part of its Tanzania project, 
HPI is providing two veterinarians , 
both vo lunteers, who w ill remain 
with the project for tw o yea rs . 

Dr. Charles E. Arntson and hi s 
wife, Mary, of Menomonie, W is., 
preceded the September shipment 
by several weeks, going to Dar es 
Salaam to assist with arran gements 
to receive the cows. Among the 
duties of the 31-year-old veterinar
ian, who w ith two associates was in 
a large-animal practice before vo lun
teering for the HPI project, w ill be 
the arrangement of disease control 
programs, the establi shing of diag
nostic laboratories and the provid
ing of technica l back-stoppi ng fo r 
the to ta l project. 

·11111E1 25" RElllllEI US IF THE PAii 

The Arntsons trace their motiva
ti on for involvement in the HPI proj
ect to, among other influences, 
their association with the Lutheran 
ca mpus ministry at the University 
of Wisconsin-Stout at Menomonie. 

Dr. E. R. Henning of Breda, Iowa, 
also a two-year volunteer, accom
panied the 140 cows on their flight 
from Louisiana and was joined in 
Dar es Salaam by his wife, Dorothy. 
Members of The United Presbyterian 
Church, the Hennings see their serv
ice w ith HPI as a way to " hopefully 
make a little difference in the 
wo rld. " Now 55, Dr. Henning says 
" We decided we'd like to retire 
while we were still healthy and able
bodied and in a position to give our 
se rvices to some good humanitarian 
cause. We felt that Heifer Project 
offered us that opportunity." 

The Hennin gs will spend their two 
yea rs at Kitulo Farm where Dr. 
Henning will oversee the care of the 
1180 cows, conduct training enter
prises for Tanzanian dairy techni
cians and assist in the development 
of di sease control programs. 

In another significant aspect of 
the program , Heifer Project will 
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140 cows and one horse bring total weight 
of the plane to 326,000 pounds. Up front, 
author Workman goes to work. Tanzania's 
Minister of Agriculture, the Hon. J. J. 
Mungai, in his office in Dar es Salaam. 
Above, left to right, Jack Cornelius, Food 
and Agriculture office of USAID; Mr. Ole 
Konchella, executive chairman of Tanzania 
Livestock Development Authority giving 
official welcome; and Dr. Vernon A. 
Johnson, director of the U.S. Agency for 
International Development's mission to 
Tanzania. 

prov ide dairy fa rm techni cians, to 
help staff some 17 new large-sca le 
fa rm s to be deve loped in coope ra
ti on with the proj ect. In addi tion, 
the organizatio n w ill host, in the 
U.S.A., some 25 Tanzani an dairy 
trainees for six-month programs in 
practical dairy fa rm management. 
Two trainees are presentl y in such 
programs on dairy farms in Indiana . 

Tanzanian Response 

How is the project received by 
Tanzanian off icial s? 

• The Honorable Mr. J. J. Mungai, 
Tanzan ia's Minister of Agri culture: 
" This program is a miles tone in 
Tanzania 's dairy deve lopment en
deavors. The importation of breed
ing animals for milk production is 
to be regarded as the fulcrum of the 
development of the dairy industry. 
The geneti c potential (of thi s foun
dati on herd) is one of its greatest 
promises. W e need produ ct ive milk 
breeds in order to attain se lf suf
fi ciency ... 

Mini ster Munga i, interviewed in 
Dar es Salaa m, stated that Tanza
nia's Pres ident, Juliu s K. Nyerers, 
w as " personally and vitall y inter
ested" in the HPI proj ect. 

• Dr. S. A. Madall ali , M anag ing 
Directo r of the Tanza ni a Li vestock 
Deve lopment Authority: " I've been 
involved in livestock matters since 
1956. Thi s is by far the most spectac
ular program we've parti cipated in . 
If Tanzania had embarked o n such 
a project ten years ago, we'd be in 
a different position now . But give us 
ten mo re yea rs .. . " 

The Tanzanian governm ent has 
given the hi ghest prio rity to agri
cultural and livestock deve lopment 
effo rts . Among major aims of i ts 
da iry deve lopment program are the 
improvement of the nutritional 
statu s of the rural populati on and 
the redu cti on of the nati on's de
pendence on impo rted dairy foods, 
for whi ch approximately $10 million 
was expended last yea r. In addition, 
to its p ro mise for improv ing the 
hea lth of its peopl e, the Tanzanian 

government sees the dairy industry 
as being one of its best hopes for 
improvi ng i ts balance of payments 
situation . 

If Heife r Project 's early experience 
in its Tanzan ia program is any in
dication, such 'h umanizing' develop
ment co ncepts fi ll a vita l need and 
find a we lcome response. A nd that's 
ju st one mo re reason fo r hope for 
a world that can stand a bit of good 
news. 

As I left Kitulo Farm last evening 
I remembered a comment by " Doc" 
Henn ing, made some 22 days earlier 
during o ur long drive together from 
Fourche River Ranch at Perryvi lle, 
Arka nsas to New Iberia , Louisia na, 
fro m w here we would f ly to East 
Africa w i th our 140 cows . I had 
asked him about his motivation for 
being invo lved in this Heifer Project 
In tern ationa l p rogram and of his 
d rea ms for i ts success . 

" / suppose," he said, " that my 
wi ldest expectations are to think 
that 50 to 75 years from now-and 
even longer tha n that-peop le of 
Tanza nia w ill be enjoying the dairy 
p roducts and m ilk made possib le by 
the fo undation anima ls we are tak
ing over today. They will enjoy, 
perhaps, for generations to come, 
the nutritiona l advantages that we in 
America have enjoyed for so many 
years." 

As we drove away from the farm 
that evening, in a rush to beat the 
da rkness down the mountain , I 
looked back to the p lace where we 
had offloaded our cows, recent ly 
the scene of so m uch activity. They 
were gone now, grazing toward the 
stream far be low. But the children , 
who had gathered to watch the ex
citement, we re sti ll there, playing 
their last , /ate-evening games. They 
wou ld pause now and th en to watch 
the catt le, then resume their running 
and laughing. Though my s117all part 
in this journey was ending, I knew, 
with the arriva l of our la t cow 
home, that the real venture had just 
begun . • 
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Kenneth Wray Conners 

a covenanT ano 
a meo1caL m1ss1on 

How a congregation 
widely known for 

its creativity 
went about being in mission 

in an underprivileged 
section of Philadelphia 

There w as excitement on Bring
hurst street, down in an under
privileged section of Philadel

phi a's Germantown, as a huge 
winch , screeching protestingly, be
ga n dragging the first of three pre
fabricated units back through the 
driveway separating Covenant 
House from its Annex. 

As the bulky twelve by sixty foot 
section inched gingerly toward the 
w aiting foundations in the rear 
yard , scores of youngsters, mostly 
bl ack, shrieked their approval. From 
adjoining porches neighbors 
wa tched the unusual spectacle. Two 
police officers in a squad car, usually 
pursuing grimmer duties, paused to 
stare. Covenant House's pediatri
cians, gynecologists and nurses stole 
hasty glances from the side win
dows, grinning broadly in anticipa
tion of soon having more adequate 
working space. 

Two weeks later the installation 
of the modular units was completed 
and a connecting corridor to the 
old Covenant House building was 
being constructed . Eagerly the 
tw elve full-time and fifteen part
time staffers began transferring 
equipment and supplies . Now the 
pediatric teams would be able to 
handle the rapidly increasing patient 
load, while the family planning 
gynecologists and nurses ... the 
only privately-supported service of 
its kind for a population of more 
than 150,000 ... could cope with 
th e influx of new patients. 

As Medical Director Jennifer All
cock, whose vision and dedication 
had launched the Covenant House 
practice, inspected the spacious new 
waiting room, the six pediatric of
fi ces and the family planning facili
ti es, then poked her head into the 

M r. Conners is Lay Leader of the First 
United Methodist Church of German
town (Philadelphia) and author of 
" W ho's In Charge Here ?" and " Stranger 
in the Pew." 

laboratory, the conference room and 
the records office, what a deep satis
faction she felt. To think that in ten 
short years a vague desire on the 
part of a religiously-motivated group 
of ten concerned persons to find 
some form of urban mission could 
evolve into this highly-personalized 
community pediatric practice serv
ing several thousand children, and 
supported by gifts, grants and 
revenues totaling more than a quar
ter-million dollars. 

This " Venture in faith" would not 
have come into being had it not 
been for that much-maligned insti
tution, the parish church. For it was 
a civil rights rally in the First United 
Methodist Church of Germantown, 
late in 1963 at the time of the 
crisis in Birmingham, and addressed 
by Andrew Young, which attracted 
among the 600 attendees Jennifer 
Allcock, a British born pediatrician 
serving her residency at a suburban 
hospital, and Joan Hemenway, as
sociate editor of a religious maga~ 
zine for youth . 

Impressed by the rally and con
. cerned for the lot of the under
privileged, the two young women 
returned for Sunday worship. Al
though Dr. Allcock planned to work 
in a hospital in Nigeria, and Ms. 
Hemenway was considering joining 
the Peace Corp, they decided for 
the interim to join the church be
cause of the vitality of its worship, 
the extent of lay involvement, and 
its concern for the disinherited. 

Early in 1964 First Methodist held 
a retreat at Kirkridge, in the 
Poconos Mountains, to explore new 
ways of better serving people in 
lower Germantown-a rundown 
low-income area. Dr. Allcock was 
v;siting her family in England but 
Joan Hemenway attended . From it 
emerged a question: was it really 
necessary to travel thousands of 
miles to serve those in need? The 
answer led to another question : 
could a small group be formed to 



seek some viable form of m1ss1on, 
then sustai n the you ng women as 
invo lvement developed? 

Robert Rai nes, then co-mi ni ster 
of the church, thought it an exci ting 
chall enge. He spoke to Associate 
M ini ste r Rard in and his w ife, and 
severa l others, emphasizi ng the 
d imension of commitment needed . 
It was an idea whose t ime had 
come. 

Meeting weekly for Bible study, 
praye r and the sharing of ideas 
about possib le forms of mission, the 
group of ten evo lved a "covenant" 
w ith one another and with God. In 
addition to spe ll ing out a discipline, 
the covenant ca lled for each mem
ber to make a monthly contribution 
toward w hatever work the future 
might bri ng. Significantly, it was 
ag reed that this endeavo r must neve r 

Medical director Jennifer Allcock, known as " Miss Jennifer," sees a patient. 

dilute the support of the church it
self. 

By June the Covenant Group had 
purchased a rundown house on 
B ri ngh u rst street. Now everyone 
pitched in to clean and paint the 
second floor so that Jennifer and 
Joan might l ive there. In the mean
time, the group 's weekly meetings 
were held at "Covenant House," 
often to the accompaniment of 
shouting children , barking dogs, 
and the wail of police sirens. As 
the second floor was being trans
formed into a small apartment for 
the two gir ls so, too, were the 
covenanters transformed into a shar
ing community, l inked by bonds of 
affection. 

With the coming of August the 
girls moved in, beginning the long, 
lonely experience of living among 
unfami liar peop le who regarded 
them with suspicion, curiosity or 
indifference. But the children were 
open to these new friends. Soon 
they were flocking to Covenant 
House, beseeching "Miss Jennifer" 
to let them have a "club. " And so 
a rapport first was established with 
youngsters who one day would be
come pediatric patients. 

Nine months later the availability 
of a Quaker teacher raised the pos
sibi l ity of starting a nursery school 
for four-year olds . A canvass of the 
neighborhood showed enthusiastic 
interest. Thus was born the first 
Covenant House community project. 
Soon it was augmented by a library 
with books about b lack history, a 
tutoria l program enlisting lay peo
ple, a priest and several nuns, and 
a recreational program which took 
groups of boys to sports events, the 
zoo and museums. 

Covenant House had now won 
sufficient neighborhood acceptance 
to justify the start of a medical ser
vice. Using what had been a dining 
room as her office, and a large outer 
room as the reception area, Jenni
fer Al lcock launched a pediatric 
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practice. There was no lack of pat
ients. Those who could pay were 
charged . . . important to the pre
servation of self-respect. But much 
free service was provided. And soon 
Jennifer found herself dispensing not 
only medication and " shots," but 
money for desperate ly needed food , 
for restoring heat to co ld homes, 
for clothing and blankets. She also 
became an advocate for those need
ing socia l services, referring them 
to agencies and organizations near
by. 

Funds for all these activities con
tinued to come from the Covenant 
Group, but also from many ch urch
es, women 's groups, schoo l chi l
dren , and several fo undations. O ne 
gift from a teacher in Nigeria was 
m 1ss1on-g1v1 ng " in reve rse. " A 
Roman Catholic woma n in another 
city made her own covenant, givi ng 
a stated amou nt monthly for seve ral 
years. 

Although Covenant House's p ro
grams were religiously motivated, 
there was no evangelizi ng. From 
time to time the question of Chris
tian " witness" was discussed by the 
group, on ly to be rejected. The 
work of hea ling and help ing was 
not goi ng to be made a basis fo r 
"bargaining" with th ose w hom so
ciety had so often ill- t reated. Bu t in 
many subtle ways, those being 
served sensed the p resence of a 
sp iritua l force. Jenn ife r A ll cock, w ho 
seemed to be providentia lly on hand 
w henever issues of vita l conce rn to 
the neighbo rhood arose, herse lf be
came a ministe r to the co mmuni ty 
.. . fully as visib le as a priest, a 
clergyman or a rabbi ded icated to 
the battle for a mo re humane so
ciety. 

* * * * * 
Gradua ll y the orig inal Covenant 

Group found its week ly meetings 
devoted to so many operational 
matters that l itt le time remai ned fo r 
worship or Bible study. Clearl y a 
Board was needed to oversee busi
ness matters, and en list more com
munity participation in policy-mak
ing. And so the Covenant Group 
disbanded . In its p lace was formed 
a board which incl uded one mem
ber from each of the fami lies in the 
original group, plus persons elected 
from the neighborh ood. 

About this time Joan Hemenway 
left to study theology. With the 
patient load and medical si-aff steadi-

ly expand ing, Jenn ife r A ll cock 
moved into another section of Ger
mantown to free the second floo r 
for medica l use, and to ga in some 
much-needed privacy. The Nurse ry 
Schoo l had been d isconti nued w hen 
a nearby publi c school began pro
viding a si m ilar program. But other 
facets of the communi ty program
a girl 's cl ub, a sewing class, a moth
er's club, for example-were still 
operat ive. Now, however, grass 
roots leadershi p capabl e of ca rrying 
forwa rd these activi t ies was emerg
ing, and many loca l residents and 
organizat ions w ere fee ling a new 
sense of community pride. The 
Covenant Ho use medical se rvi ces, 
on the other hand, could no t be 
dupli ca ted by any other group . The 
boa rd agreed that th e medi cal pro
gram must become the focal mission 
of Covenant House. 

Will s Eye Hosp ital, w ho provided 
consul tat ive se rvice weekly. A lso, 
special ty se rv ices to ch ildren w ith 
ea r, nose o r throa t problems became 
avai labl e. 

But by far the greatest opportunity 
-and chall enge-came in 1972 
w hen Jenni fe r A llcock lea rn ed that 
th e Ameri ca n Academy of Pediatri cs 
was pl annin g to fund fo ur experi
mental programs nationally, tw o fo r 
urban communities and two fo r 
rural areas. Each grant would be fo r 
th ree yea rs, would total $300,000, 
and w ould be aimed at demonstrat
ing the feasi bility of ca rrying on a 
privately-directed, but Federally
fund ed, program to provide quality 
medica l se rvice to underprivileged 
children . 

Such a program would mo re than 
double the patient contacts o f Cove
nant Ho use, and expand its se r-

There is no " clinic atmosphere" at Covenant House; it is a warm, friendly place to which 
mothers bring children for preventive health care. ~n a compact laboratory, staffers make 
many tests and analyses. 
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Each yea r the budget climbed
to $25,000, to $57,000, then to 
$1 18,000 in 1971 as the School Dis
trict o f Philadelphi a allocated Fed
era l funds to Covenant House to 
carry o ut periodi c health checkups 
of children in certain grad es at three 
area schoo ls. As the size of the 
medi ca l staff increased, Dr. Jennifer 
A ll cock p ionee red in appl ying the 
medical-team concept, using nurse
practi t ioners for many duties and 
freei ng phys icians fo r di agnos is and 
treatment. 

In 1972 the house across the 
driveway from Covenant House sud
denly came on the market. It was 
purchased and became " th e An
nex," rel ieving some o f the over
crowdi ng. One room became an 
office fo r an ophthalmo logist from 



On a typical day the waiting room is crowded with mothers, children and babies. Dr. 
Allcock is highly regarded by pediatricians throughout metropolitan Philadelphia. 

vice areas. It would pose administra
tive problems, and involve complex 
statistical reporting. It would require 
additional facilities. And with the 
funding on a descending scale for 
the three-year period, it would 
ultimately require new sources of 
money to sustain the program for 
the future. 

Competition for the four awards 
would be intense. Should Dr. All
cock and her staff take on the chal
lenge? The question was basically 
religious. It placed risk and un
certainty in the balance against 
the physical wellbeing of several 
thousand youngsters whose life ex
pectancy is presently below average. 

" Examine yourselves, to see 
whether you are holding to your 
faith. Test yourselves. Do you not 

realize that Jesus Christ is in you?
unless indeed you fail to meet the 
test!" (2 Corinthians 13 :5). 

* * * * * 
In asking Dr. Allcock to assess 

the medical requirements of the 
grant, the Board said in essence: "If 
you feel an expansion of this order 
can be accomplished, without 
sacrificing quality of medical care 
or losing the warm, personal rapport 
with patients, we will back you 100 
per cent." 

Jennifer, perhaps recalling the big 
soulful eyes of the youngsters on 
Bringhurst street, and the touching 
letters of gratitude from mothers 
and community groups, felt this to 
be truly a new call to commitment. 
She personally presented her pro-

gram and budget before the 
Pennsylvania Chapter of the Ameri
can Academy of Pediatrics, which 
not only enthusiastically gave its en
dorsement, but pledged to set up 
an Advisory Board and become in
volved in the work of Covenant 
House. 

Six months and scores of com
munications later, Covenant House 
was selected from a large number 
of applicants for one of the four 
$300,000 grants. Now began the task 
of expanding and training person
nel , setting up reporting systems, 
requisitioning supplies. And the 
board, reviewing alternative ways of 
obtaining more space, decided that 
the quickest, least expensive solu
tion would be a prefabricated struc
ture, with the floor-plan customized 
by an architect for maximum effici
ency. 

Thus in ten short years Covenant 
House has evolved from a vague 
dream conceived by religiously
motivated people to an on-going 
community organization with pro
fessional expertise and a paid staff 
replacing volunteers. But one im
portant aspect of Covenant House 
has not changed and wi ll not, as 
long as " Miss Jennifer" is the profes
sional director. Simply stated, it is 
the determination of staff and board 
to provide medical service of the 
highest quality ... in a friendly 
homey setting . . . with sensitivity to 
all the environmental factors affect
ing the patient's well-being. No one 
coming to Covenant House encoun
ters an institutional atmosphere or 
clinical brusqueness. Instead, there 
are community notices and drawings 
by children on the bulletin boards ; 
staff members who patiently explain 
the need for medication or treat
ment; health-aides who follow up 
in the home. 

At the last Annual Meeting of the 
Covenant House corporation , re
nowned pediatrician and educator 
Waldo E. Nelson, M.D. came for
ward to express his admiration for 
the vision , dedication and pioneer
ing spirit of Doctor Allcock, and the 
unique contribution of Covenant 
House in prividing a personal type 
of quality medical service probably 
without parallel. 

To many present, Dr. Nelson 's 
remarks seemed to be an authentic 
appraisal of Christian humanism at 
work. • 

New World Outlook • January 1976 27 



In the spring of 1974, Kim Chi Ha, 
a noted Catholic poet in Korea, w as 
arrested in relation to the " National 
Associa tion of Students and Youths 
fo r Democracy" case. Sentenced to 
death, he was nevertheless released 
on February 15, 1975, by a special 
Pres idential order, only to be re
arrested by the Korean CIA on 
March 13 . 

Kim is detained in a dark cell where 
he is not allowed even a Bible to 
read. But somehow in mid-May he 
w as able to write a twelve-thousand 
word memorandum which he en
titled " Declaration of Conscience" . 
It was smuggled out of the prison 
and handed to Father Yun Hyoung 
Jung, the past representative of the 
National Association of Catholic 
Priests for the Realization of Justice, 
w ho in turn made a most difficult 
decision to send it overseas (to 
Father James Sinnot) to be made 
know n to the world. 

of conscience 
by Kim Chi Ha 

"To all 
persons 

who 
love 
truth 
and 

justice: 

" An absolutely and inconceivably 
false conspiracy is being plotted 
against me." The Park regime has 
imprisoned me under the allegation 
that I am a communist who has 
infiltrated the Catholic Church. 
Worse, this conspiracy is not only 
against me as an individual , but is 
against the entire movement for the 
restoration of democracy and 
against both the Protestant and 
Catholic churches that have taken 
up the struggle for establishing so
cial justice. 

Furthermore, the conspiracy is 
aimed especially at suppressing the 
Association of Catholic Priests for 
the Restoration of Justice, the Peo
ple 's Council for the Restoration of 
Democracy and al I existing youth 
and student movements, by label
ing them all as " pro-Communist. " 
This must be understood as a prep
aration for the massive suppression 
that is to come. 

"I am making this statement at 
this particular moment in the firm 
belief, based on my own conscience, 
that it is my duty both to history 
and to the people to explain my 
thoughts and to clarify the actual 
course of events." 

Am I a Communist? 
" This can be answered in a simple 

statement. I have never thought of 
myself as a communist. That con
tinues to be true now. I am not a 
communist. Although the KCIA has 
been spreading propaganda that I 
am, by publicizing my confession in 
my own handwriting, that statement 
was not written out of my own free 
will ." 

On Democracy, Revolution 
and Violence 

" I hope to be a man able to love 
compassionately, concretely and 
with all of myself, my flesh and 
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blood n 1ghbors who are uff ring 
from oppres ion and plo1tat1on 
and who are painfully and on 
t mptuou ly denied their basic hu
man right . This is, for mys If, the 
\\.'hol ta k of human int grity Thi 
is th beginning point for all of my 
groping thought, and at th ame 
tim it final destination I \\.ant the 
whol proce of my int lie tual 
struggl lo be interpreted from th 
p r p t1v of love for p opl 

Th rea on I b came a ath lie 
that athol1cism pres nt d to me 

a J univ r al messag not only the 
thought that spiritual and mat rial 
burd n ould all be o rcom , but 
that oppr ion 1t If ould b ex
t rminat d by the imultan ous sal
\at1on of both the oppre ors and 
th oppr d. I o, that faith wa 
pre~ nt d a omething" hich could 
both ab orb and dis olv all tho 
mutually ontradictory and con
f11 ting thought , theorie and ba es 
of iudgm nt into universal truth . 

" My thought ha blo om d out 
of lov for th people and tru t in 
th m In b 1ng rai ed a one of the 
p opl , a one of tho who are 
oppr ~s d, I realized form If how 
groundl 1 the pr iudic and 
d1 riminat1on that th oppr 
1mpo~ d again t th peopl of 
so 1 t M tru t in th p opl 
am unshakeabl . M onfid n 

gr w firm that all the qu tion w 
ha c will find th ir right an \~ r 
onl 1.-.h n th p ople have in th ir 
own hand the k to unlo k th ir 
O\\n d tin . I am equall confid nt 
that u h a great ag of th p opl 
will ur I ome. fter all , d moc-

1 t I f i a k i n d of c re d h Id 
p opl \ ith thi ort of confi-

d nc , 1 

'' \ hat 1 d mocrac ? 
th u ht that oppo e Ilene . 
. st m that alue the fre 
th word. . . . nl \ hen 
th 1ou ne of the p ople, 

been chained b t\ ran-
ni al or ry and confin d to a 
ii nt darkn , i liberated b the 

p su r of the truth , and the peo-
pl dri en out into th \\ ild r

th torm that \ a ok d 
power of free critic1 m-

only then can they beg in the iour
ney toward anaan, the land of 
treedom and justi c that was prom
ised them by the Cr ato r of history. 
Thi s is my dream , thi s is my faith . 

' ' It is th guaranteed ri ght to 
revolution and the poss ibility for 
constant and permanent re olu
tion that g1v s the people fun
damental power to control their 
rulers and to protect them selves 
from oppression and exploitation ." 
Both our nation al tradition and 
Catholic political thought since 
Thomas Aquina support this con
e pt of min . 

few words on violence : " To 
one degr e or another, ph nomena 
of violence are part o f the processes 
of resistance and r volution . . .. In 
principle, I can accept this kind of 
phenomena of violenc . o, rather, 
I cannot help but accept it. How
ever, the violenc that I affirm is 
not the violence of oppr ssion but 
the violenc of resistance, not the 
violence that destroys humanness 
but that which f gain it. It is what 
an rightly be called th 'violence 

of love' ." The whip with which Jesus 
Christ drove out the merchants buy
ing and selling in the temple was 
uch a " violence of love." 

" iolence is fill d with agony and 
the de truction it cau es also brings 
pain ," but " when trying to awaken 
the people, a moment of iolence 
1 unavoidablE>." I cannot, for ex
ample, think without tears of the 
figure of heroic love of Fr. Camilo 
Torres, who took up arms out of 
hi love for humanity, knowing full 
well that in doing o he endangered 
committing sin . 

" Just as cowardly nonviolence is 
morally equivalent to cruel violence, 
I belie e that the 'violence of love' 
1 es entiall equal to 'courageous 
non iolence.' I want you to know 
that, \ hile I affirm the violence of 
lo e, I am at the same time a be
liever in nonviolence. . . . The 
re olution which I support can 
come about only through the pro
ce of combining and uniting a 
thoroughly uncompromising non
violent re i tance and the painful 

iolence of love ... . In order to 

reach that point, in other words, I 
b 11 ve that unceasing spiritual re
newa l of humankind is needed and 
that the process of universal self
violenc will not become servile and 
th violence will not exceed the 
limit of love." 

I do not, therefore, endorse the 
kind o f revolution that is carried out 
as a violent plot planned by a small 
group of people and then charitably 
given to us. This is the precise rea
son why I " participated in the 
d clarations, rallies and prayer m et
i ngs that had their basis in the 
d mocratic process . . .. The revolu
tion that I am dreaming of . .. is 
the kind whose aim is to win the 
guarantee that the people can deter
mine their own destiny by their own 
hands." 

Dream Toward Revolutionary 
Religion 

" The more I wander and grope, 
the more various conflicting 
thoughts enter my mind . However, 
b cause of the relative variety of 
the e various thoughts, I strive all 
the more after faith in the one ab-
olut being. I believe such faith 

i possible. 
" hould revolution reject religion 

and r ligion revolution? I say no." 
From this point alone I cannot ca ll 
myself a Marxist-Leninist. 

''When the people experience a 
cruel oppression for a long period 
of time, they tend to lose their 
passion towards justice and love to
wards their neighbors. Committing 
themselves to individualistic and il
lusory other-worldly ideas, they re
peat the experience of frustration 
and self-abuse and resign them
selves to seeking solita ry solutions. 
At this point the religion of the 
pharisee and priests renders im
potent the bitter feelings of the 
people by means of sentimenta l 
charity. The god of material aid is 
in the final end the god of the op
pressor, because he degrades the 
people into a flock of beggars. 

" On the other hand, " prophetic 
religion , or the religion of love, 
ari es from the wilderness to stim
ulate the mind of dehumanized 
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people under oppression and cruelty 
and to awaken like a tempest all 
things human and that which be
longs to heaven . It is the mystery of 
resurrection- revolution. It enables 
the people to realize their own 
d ignity based on the fact that they 
were made after the image of God, 
and transforms their frustration and 
self-abuse into an eschatological 
hope." Thus it develops the peo
ple's bitter feelings into the cry to 
demand God 's universal justice and 
if necessary leads their enormous 
energy into a decisive explosion . 
This is the religion of revolution . 

"When I was suffering from tuber
culosis during my college years, I 
longed for a way to overcome the 
threat of death and dehumanization 
in society. "At that time, I heard the 
voice of the thought of the Tong 
Hak school which said 'man is 
God .' Gradually this voice was 
united with the image of the sub
lime hunger march of the Tong Hak 
peasant war, which went to the 
batt lefie ld struggling to achieve the 
right to live under a banner in
scribed 'Remove Violence, Save the 
People. ' The voice was like a roll 
of thunder, which shook heaven and 
earth into my ear." 

" From that moment, for ten years 
I have continued to pursue this 
thought. In the meantime, I have 
renamed the image, " the Unity of 
God and Revolution ." Moreover, I 
have rep laced the phrase " man is 
God" by the poetic expression 
" food is God." While I was strug
gling with this image, I came to be 
attracted by modern radical Chris
tian thought and its movement, as 
expressed in "the union of Marxist 
principles of social reform and Chris
tian thought found in the Santiago 
Declaration (1972)." What attracted 
me was the unified cohesion of two 
elements. One is from Marx, and 
that is his structural epistemology 
which theorizes that social oppres
sion is an obstacle to the salvation 
of human kind . The other is from 
Jesus, and that is his humanism, 
which is expressed in his appeals 
for love for all people and the 
dignity of humanity, his emphasis 
on conversion as the means to sal
vation and redemption, the concept 
of the God of hope who brings 
liberation and equa lity on earth , and 
in the activities of his life. In my 
view this cohesion is not artificial 
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or mechanical , but constitutes 
" something completely new." In 
my own case, this fusion was raised 
to a new level of certainty by being 
concretized in the writings of con
temporary theologies of liberation, 
such as those of James Cone, J. 
Moltmann, P. Lehmann, J. B. Metz, 
R. Niebuhr and Bonhoffer, and in 
the statements of the pope since 

"Nothing is 
more convenient 

to those who 
would spread 

Communism than 
the continued 

existence 
of this corrupt 
d · ctatorship." 

Vatican II and documents such as 
Rerum Novarum, but most especial
ly through my own personal par
ticipation in the Korean Christian 
movement for human rights which 
began in 1971 ." 

o Ever, Person Who loves 
Freedom and Justice 

" I am sure that all who oppose 
oppression and dictatorship and 
who strive to be guardians of free
dom, justice and conscience, con
tinue zealously to confront this dic
tatorial regime of the corrupted few 
in power. As I promised clearly on 
February 15th, when I was released 
from prison with my life sentence 
still intact, I hereby restate that as 
long as my life continues, I will 
maintain the struggle against dicta
torship. 

" What has been the ultimate aim 
of our struggle? It was for the Ii be ra
tion of humankind. It was to recover 
a free and liberated humanity, the 
restoration of the full stature of hu
mankind as it was created by God 
to be. Th is challenge of ours can 
neither be stopped nor even delayed 
momentarily by any other matter, 
regardless of its importance. 

" Nothing is more convenient to 

those w ho would spread Commu
nism than the continued existence 
of this corrupted, privileged and un
reasonable dictatorship. 

"What is necessary for national 
security is· not the perpetuation of 
dictatorship and oppression . Let us 
perceive clearly that the only means 
to true security is to drive out dicta
torship and oppression and to de
fend freedom and democracy." De
prived of freedom and democracy, 
forced to risk our very lives just to 
maintain a yoke of despair and 
humiliation, let us unite our voices 
in protest! 

" We are not alone. I trust that 
freedom- and peace-loving people 
throughout the world and con
scientious neighbors of ours will 
lend us their tireless support in this 
most difficult struggle. What our 
time demands above all is faithful
ness and the passion to endure the 
persecution that will be required of 
us because of our love for the 
truth . 

" For the liberation and freedom 
of humanity, and for the victory of 
democracy for which the people 
hunger and thirst, we want to offer 
all of ourselves. 

" I pray this day for a courageous 
struggle for al I of us. 

Kim Chi Ha" 

p s t 

" At the present am denied the 
right to receive visitors or com
mun ications, to write, or even to 
read the Bible. This tightly closed 
cell of total darkness has a space 
of about 48 square feet. In this 
darkness, with my eyes glaring in 
anger, I am constantly challenging 
an i I I-omened grey future. The 
agony of this provides me with a 
limitless fuel to keep my fighting 
spirit burning, so that I do not fall 
asleep in front of the enemy. 

" My mind .is as crystal clear as the 
water of a lake. However, when I 
think of the possible inhumane 
repression that will be brought upon 
those men and women of good will 
who are involved in releasing this 
word to the outside, I shudder. 
Pl ~ase, please, my comrades, be 
concerned with the suffering of 
those people. 

" Please don ' t look at me with 
sorrowful eyes, for we will be see
ing each other again in a short 
while." • 1 



MISSION IS RE:CIPRO 
There is certainly nothing very 

new to Christianity abo ut the idea 
that hea ling is a reciprocal endeavor. 
Jesus lays this before us w hen He 
flat ly says, " We should lose our 
li fe to find our life. " We should in
vest our life in the we ll -be ing of 
others and thereby fi nd our own 
health . 

Sai nt Paul 's theology was formed 
and his faith and spirit strength
ened by the person to person inter
action in his missionary ven tures. 
Most of the vigor of the Christian 
Church across the centuries has 
come from those to whom the 
Church has reached out and w hose 
li ves have been converted and 
hea led and then have themselves 
become a vita l force in the health 
of that Church. 

Several yea rs ago, the Commis
sion on Missions at Love ly Lane 
Methodist Church in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, sought to help our church 
sharpen its awareness of the neces
sity for the Church to maintain a 

global image of the Gospel by en
couraging it to be directly involved 
in an international mission experi
ence. Latin America was our theme 
that year, and Mexico is our closest 
Latin neighbor, so contact was made 
with the Rev. William Hutchinson, 
United Methodist Missionary in 
Monterrey. 

Bill 's primary responsibility fo r the 
past several years has been to de
velop and direct Camp Sierra Linda, 
a Church owned project in the 
mountains thirty kilometers south 
of Monterrey. The camp was begun 
w ith a dream and a prayer some 
·eighteen years ago and has slowly 
become a reality through the hard 
wo rk and persistence of Mexican 
Method ists and north-of-the-border 
summer youth caravans laboring to
gether. 

The camp se rves as a retreat cen
ter for a variety of religious activ i
ties . Ecumenica l adult groups from 
Monterrey make more frequent use 
of the fac ili ty each yea r alo ng with 

Mexicans and Anglos join in singing at Campamento Sierra Linda, led by Bill Hutchinson 
(back to camera). Author Donald Maple, with beard, is pastor of the Lovely Lane UM Church 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

by Donald F. Maple 

camps for the area's chi ldren . One 
of Hutchinson's more important I 
ministries has been w ith the slum 
children in one of Monterrey's many 
colonias (residential subdivisions). 
In co-operation with the women of 
the Messiah Church, Bill visited the 
Colonia Hildalgo every week for sev
era l years to conduct recreationa l 
programs for the child ren. During 
the past severa l years, the ch ildren 's 
acitvities were moved to the camp 
and even more effective ly carried 
o ut. Sierra Linda is the on ly faci l ity I 
of its type in the Monterrey area. 

During our summer visit to Mon
terrey in 1974, youth groups from 
two Churches (Lovely Lane Church, 
and The United Methodist Church 
in Perry, Iowa) teamed up to carry 
out some elementa ry construction 
tasks at the prim iti ve mountain fa
cility. We had a fi ne and productive 
experience clearing a portion of the 
mountainside fo r the construction 
of a fi re circle Chape l, and complet
ing the installation of a gasoline 
generator and associated wiring, 
permitting night activities and audio
visual s for the first time in the camp. 

Our efforts were a community 
eff rt as it was necessary to con
struct ten 600 pound pre-cast con
crete seating slabs for the Chapel 
severa l hundred meters down the I 
mountainside where the materials 
were deposited . The total contribu
tion of the entire group was re
qu ired to move the monolithes up 
the slope. We had one broken
down whee lbarrow upon w hich we 
p laced one slab at a time. The han
d les of the vehicle were extended 
to give it a better steeri ng leverage, 
so with five young men balancing 
and a dozen young women pu ll ing, 
each slab was taken to the top. 

Our experience in 1974 gave us 
far more than we gave Mexico. Pri
marily, we felt the joy of being the 
Church in the world. But even be
yond that, we made many dear 
friends among the Mexican people. 



Because there was just no way we 
could let go of the relationships 
we had formed, we invited the 
Mexican youth with whom we had 
labored so closely in the 110 de
gree mountain heat to come to Ce
dar Rapids in January, 1975. Dur
ing the second week of the new 
year, Hutchinson and eleven young 
people came to spend a week with 
us at Lovely Lane, and experienced 
something of our winters in Iowa. 

In planning for the visit, we 
wanted to create a situation where 
all of us, through working together 
across culture and language bar
riers, could discover the essence 
of the Gospel message that tran
scends all barriers and is primary 
to the maturation of the human 
spirit. It seems that so much of our 
prevailing approach to religion rests 
upon the notion that Christianity 
is one way of life among many 
others, Ii ke choosing one lodge over 
another, and that Christianity may 
be good for some cultures and not 
so good for others. I am most con
cerned that we discover the truth 
that no matter how one talks about 
it, to seek to save one's life is to 
lose it, that sacrificial love is life
affirming, that the Holy Spirit "drive 
for life" acts on all persons demand
ing growth of spirit, and that all of 
this and much more is in the spirit 
and message of Jesus the Christ. We 
simply must overcome the illusion 
that men and women "invent" love. 

So, beside having a delightful time 
showing our Latin American guests 
what winter sports are like in Iowa, 
and pairing them with our young 
people for a few days of attendance 
at the high school, we spent the 
major portion of our time together 
in a retreat setting looking hard at 
our common faith. 

It was decided that we could best 
accomplish our goals of Gospel ex
ploration and experimentation 
through relationships by working 
together to design a camping cur
riculum for Monterrey slum chil
dren and staffing a camp to carry 
it out. We began by dividing the 
thirty or so young people present 
into three groups making sure that 
the Mexican young people were dis
tributed among the groups and that 
each group had someone who could 
translate. Each group was then as
signed the task of reading through 
the Sermon on the Mount in Mat-
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thew (Mexicans read from the Good 
News in Spanish) and corporately 
deciding on six major concerns 
Jesus was out to emphasize in that 
teaching for the human race. 

After a considerable period of 
di scussion and struggle, the groups 
were called back together and al l 
of the information developed by 
the individual groups was assembled 
on a blackboard for all to see. Us
ing this material (which proved to 
be amazingly similar) the total 
group was then asked to reduce the 
ideas they found to three major 

categories. Again after much con
sternation and brow wrinkling, 
" Communicating The Divine Na
ture," " Choosing Priorities," and 
" Building Bridges Of Understand
ing" came into being as our three 
crucial categories. 

Workshopping for an additional 
half-day or so more, the group ap
proved a fairly complete curriculum 
that required little more than a final 
honing when we reached Mexico 
in June. Our efforts in Cedar Rapids 
took form at Sierra Linda through 
activities such as : creating collages 
by examining American and Mexi
can news publications and cutting 
out pictures that represented the 
" Divine Nature" on one side and 
the baser form of human nature on 
the other. The Mexicans finally 
named these POSITIVO and NEGA
TIVO. There was so much excite
ment and involvement that it was 
difficult to get this activity stopped. 
A number of Biblical stories were 
dramatized with great fun and par
ticipation. The story of the " Good 
Samaritan," "The Prodigal Son," 
and the "Woman Caught in Adul
tery" (changed to a boy caught rob
bing an old man) all proved very 
successful in getting hold of the 
spirit of God in Christ. 

The second category, " Choosing 
Priorities," was communicated as 
" The Widow's Mite" and was very 
effectively dramatized during the 
celebration of morning worship. The 
poor man (or widow) turned out 
to be a North American male and 
the affluent character was assumed 
with gusto by one of the Mexican 
youth. Cabin discussions followed 
each of our dramatizations. Cabin 
Rap Sessions were especially valu
able as serious Mexican Christian 
young people were paired with 
North American youth as staff lead
ers for each cabin . Each cabin also 
contained someone who could 
speak both Spanish and English 
enough to facilitate the exchange of 
ideas. Nature hunts with magnifying 
glasses where the wonder of the 
minute and sometimes. overlooked 
could be observed, and a variety of 
activities such as the construction 
of personalized name tags to em
phasize the uniqueness and impor
tance of each individual all added 
to our emphasis on priority choos
ing. 

" Building Bridges of Understand
ing Between Peoples" occurred at 
practically every juncture at camp. 
Our volley-ball , tether ball, and ping 
pong all became opportunities for 
the building of relationships. Our 
campfires and group singing experi
ences were rich beyond description. 
A culture night was held in which 
customs, foods, and songs from 
both Mexico and the United States 
were shared. Of all the events, how
ever, our concluding celebration of 
communion highlighted the week's 
activities and reminded all of us 
what it was that brought us together 
and allowed beautiful bridges to be 
formed. Each cabin brought some 
unique gift to the Eucharist making 
it possible for everyone of the sixty 
people in camp to be involved in 
the feast. Even the cocineras (or 
cooks) brought their own special 
offering. 

From our experience in Monter
rey, I am convinced that all authen
tic mission activity must be and al
ways has been reciprocal. Plans are 
being made for the Mexican group 
to visit Cedar Rapids in January 
1976 for the purpose of helping our 
young people conduct a similar 
camping experience for children in 
our area.• 



I 
t had been a hard day of travel 
for young James Watson, Circuit 
Rider. How proud he had been 

at Con ference : " Admitted on trial , 
James V. Watson-West Prairie Cir
cuit!" And here he w as-w ading the 
cypress swamps along the western 
bank of the Missi ssippi. It was dusk 
now and growing darker by the 
minute. He must be some miles yet 
from his appointment, Brother S.'s. 
All day, dark clouds had hung low, 
li ke a heavy ceiling over the trees. 
The chill winds of early autumn had 
moaned through the cypress boughs 
since dawn. 

Oh, for even ten minutes with his 
fa mily in the warmth and comfort of 
their distant home. He could see a 
quick picture of his kind mother and 
father and his four brothers and sis
ters sitting around the dinner table . 
How secure had been that life 400 
miles from the wilds of Missouri : 
" this Paradise of frogs, Elysium of 
snakes, and Gibraltar of w ild 'var
mints!" Then he thought of the fire 
o f his conversion , of the men and 
women moaning around him at the 
camp meeting, set in the edges of 
a grove. The repentants were crying 
to God for mercy or prai sing him in 
their Divine joy. He had caught the 
fervor and felt the Spirit; he had 

Alberta Klemp, of Caru thersville, 
Missouri, has done extensive research 
on the l ives o f circui t riders in Missouri . 

·vowed in that moment that he 
would be an iti nerant preacher, that 
he would go into the un ta med West 
and vo ice God's message. And here 
he w as, in the late autumn of 1832, 
covering hi s huge Circui t for the 
f irst time. The dista nce from one 
appo intment to another was 40 to 
60 miles, an endless journey of 
swamp and fo rest. 

James had l itt le t ime for thought ; 
suddenly over h is head was another 
cypress bough heavy w ith rai n; he 
du cked just in time. Now, here was 
an arcade of low boughs to dodge. 
He came to a bayo u; he studied his 
si tuati on. A fa ll en t ree made a bridge 
across the bayo u. He di smounted, 
w alked across the wa ter on the body 
o f the tree, swimming his pony be
side him. 

Suddenly the ai r was bl ack aroun d 
him, and he was fee lin g his w ay 
more slowly than ever in the tangled 
fo rest grow th . He was thankful that 
his ho rse seemed to know to stay 
on the narrow Ind ian tra il. 

Then, at the poi nt w hen he fe lt 
that the long, co ld agony w ould go 
on forever, they w ere in the clear, 
hi s horse and he. And there, only 
yards ahead of them, w as a squat
ter's cabin . How beautiful those 
small sparks fro m the ch imney, 
golden against the bl ack night. The 
fire shone in ye llow st rips between 
the logs of the wa ll s, w here the 
chinki ng had fa llen out. There was 

a sheet of light from the half-open 
door, and James could glimpse part 
of the little fam il y circle who 
laughed and talked merrily around 
the fireplace. O h, to sp read his bear
ski n and blanket before their fire 
and d ry out. He ca ll ed to them . 

Mother and six children appeared 
at the door, the small er' children 
hid ing behind their mother's long, 
untidy skirts. " Who's there?" she 
called while her eyes were adjusting 
to the dark. A t her feet was small 
dog, barki ng and ba ring his teeth . 

" A preacher of the Gospel , visiting 
the neighborhood for the first time. 
I was told to stop at Mr. S. 's. " 

Now she saw James ; she pushed 
back a st rand of her uncombed 
hair. " I have heard of yo u," she said . 
" Mr. S. l ives five mile farther up the 
Creek. Better stop here for the night. 
My husband and Cuba is off bear
huntin '." Like a wo und-up toy, she 
kept ta lking. She told of bears and 
said , " Billy, here, kil led a cub t'other 
day his lone self, so he did. " She 
pointed toward Billy, who was her 
" flaxe n-haired, fire-frizzled , bare
footed son of about ten years, whose 
face, which was brunetted with a 
fine coat of smoke and bear's oil , 
had lighted up ... with a self-suffi
cient smile of triumph that would 
have graced a hero." 

Billy took the reins of the horse 
whi le James dismounted. He went 
into the house with the others, the 
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' Perhaps the best known and most hard fig hting of the frontier circuit riders was Peter Cartwright, who spent 50 years on the trail. He was 
not above using his fists when necessary, so he thrived in Logan County, Kentucky, where the majority of citizens were escaped murderers, 
horse thieves and counterfeiters. He inspired the frontier proverb, repeated in bad weather, "There's nothing out today but crows and 
Methodist preachers." 



little dog, " Trip" , protesti ng every 
step and the children scattering 
timidly before him. The mother had 
" Ginny" sweep up a little, to the 
great an noyance of James's " asth
matic breathing-organs, by the sti r
ring, mos t lusti ly, of so me hal f an 
inch of ashes and dust on a dirt
hearth and puncheon-floor, with a 
bunch of broomcorn bound up with 
a tow-string." 

W hile the hostess, with her tim id 
children around her, finished cook
ing supper, James lay o n his bear-rug 
before the fire . Physical ly content, 
he yet fe lt the cal l of home. The 
difference between this poor, dirty 
cabi n and its illiterate, unkempt 
occupa nts and the neat home of his 
mother and hi s intelli gent fa mil y! If 
only he had n' t finished schoo l yet, 
if he were back with hi s brothers 
and siste rs around their fire studyi ng 
in the eveni ng, how zealous he 
wo uld be about his lessons! The 
assignments of w hi ch he had com
plained looked deli ghtful to him 
now, so simple the study and the 
home chores in contrast with wading 
the lonely swamps, and yes, mee ting 
danger too . He would never forget 
hi s recent experi ence with the 
wolves. 

As today, he had been traveling 
the long hours since dawn, without 
food. Foolishly, he had left the 
marked route, the way shown by 
blazed trees, accepting a preacher's 
instructions of a better route . He 
had become confused during the 
day, and here at night he was lost 
in a woods. He had been so tired , 
wet, and hungry that he reeled in 
his saddle, half-asleep. A bush or 
stump seemed to be a panther or a 
huge bear. 

Near midnight he had stopped, 
patted his horse, and tried to think 
what to do. Swarming in his mind 
had been tales of panthers devour
ing travelers, of wolves surrounding 
them. At that moment of fear, a 
giant screech-owl just over his head 
had screamed. It cau sed the hair of 
his head " to stand up like the quills 
of a porcupine." He thought of 
home- He strained to figure the 
points of the compass . 

All at once there was a loud, long 
wa il near him-then another and 
another and another, the cries of a 
leader wolf and his answering pack! 
Startled, his horse turned at right 
angles to the narrow trail. Then 

silence, and again the howls. Closer 
and close r they had come. James 
had spurred his horse wildly. He 
broke one rein , lost hi s leggi ngs to 
the teari ng bushes, hi s wh ip, and 
his broad-brimmed hat (mark of 
the Methodist p reacher), one stirrup, 
and his sadd le-bags, as he clu ng to 
the mane of hi s raci ng horse in ter
ror. Then, unaccou ntab ly, they had 
raced, hi s horse and he, into an 
open clearing, right at the home of 
Brother B. 

" Supper!" His d isheveled hostess 
interrupted his fr ightenin g memo
ries, and James wa s at the table w ith 
the fa mil y, hungril y enjoying the 
" sumptuous supper of 'co rn-dodger', 
bear-beef, buttermilk , and wild 
honey-" 

Now, filled agai n and drying 
before the fire, James reached out 
fo r the hea rts of the backward little 
grou p. It was not long until two of 
the littlest we re sitti ng shy ly on his 

. knees. As all sat together around the 
fi re, he mentioned religion . The 
subj ect was new to them. The 
mother told him that they had heard 
praying only once, at the " buryin ' " 
of a nearby se ttl er. They " never seed 
a Bibl e, and neve r knowed it was 
wrong to go coonin ' on Sunday . .. 
never had goed to a meetin ' , but 
would like to ." James talked to them 
of sin and a Savior. He was shocked 
at the mother's answer when he 
asked her if she had heard of the 
death of Jesus : " Is he dead? Well , 
we had heard, out here, of the death 
of Franklin and Washington and all 
the great lnjun fighters but never 
knowed afore that Jesus was dead !" 

The children were fighting sleep 
as all continued to sit near the fire 
and their mother entertained them 
with stories of fishing and bear
hunting, snake-killing, and Indians. 
As James found himself nodding, he 
suggested prayers and bed . He was 
given a makeshift cot in a corner of 
the one-room cabin , and with his 
dried overcoat over him, he soon 
was sound asleep. 

The next morning when James 
awoke to full sunshine, breakfast 
was warm and waiting on the rude 
table, and the mother was keeping 
her brood in a hushed state. He 
noted that the cabin was cleaner 
and neater than the night before, 
and that the children 's faces had . 
been scrubbed and their hair 
combed. Even the little dog had 

become fri endly, and he lay on the 
floor beside James's bed. 

James got up at once. Before 
eating, he went out to the strea m 
bes ide the house to wash . The sky 
was clear and a deep blue. Th e 
autumn wind was blowing the 
leaves in scatte rs to the grou nd. 
James breathed the clear air deep ly. 
It was good to set his foot upon the 
firm ea rth and " thank the great I 
AM that I am too." 

Bi ll y rem inded James that break
fast was ready. As they turned 
toward the cabi n, three large dogs 
came leap ing into the ya rd , and the 
children ran out of the hou se, ex
claiming, " Dad and Cuba is come." 
No bears, but a fine buck and a 
number of wild turkeys. Host and 
young Circuit Rider greeted each 
other co rdi ally. The hungry men 
washed the blood from their hands, 
and all ate breakfast together. 

Around the breakfast tab le the 
men told of their hunt. The host 
remarked to James that he had hea rd 
from Mr. S. that " you are mi ghty 
smart. " He urged James to stay and 
share their venison and turkey, but 
James told him that he must be on 
his way to the home of Mr. S., as 
he was to hold a meeting there 
twice the next day, since it was 
Sunday. He urged all to attend. The 
hostess looked at her faded dress 
and the host his hunting-shi rt and 
said nothing. James promised to 
come again in six weeks and visit 
them if they would attend the meet
in g tomorrow. The host exclaimed, 
" Old woman, if we are poor, we 
are as well off as our neighbors. I 
guess as how we' ll go up to Squire 
S.'s tomorrow." 

Caught in the spirit of his work, 
looking toward tomorrow's meet
ings, and warmed by the hospital ity 
of his hosts, James started his five
mile journey to Mr. S.'s. He had 
taken the first steps toward w inn ing 
the little family of nine to Chri st. 
They would go to the meetings 
tomorrow to learn more, and there 
would be others like them . It was 
these people he had come into 
Missouri to save. James V. Watson, 
the Circuit Rider, had lef t the 
frightened, homesick boy behind 
him. In the same joy with which he 
had earlier that morning thanked 
the great I AM that I am too, now, 
as he rode happily on his journey, 
he sang " Old Hundred" . • 
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Cyril Davey 

-

M
ost small Evangelical (that is, 
Protestant) Churches in Eu
rope have produced families 
wh ich have contributed sig

nificantly both to the church and 
to society. Methodism, for instance, 
owes a great debt to the Sbaffis in 
Italy, the Capos in Barcelona who 
have given leadership to the United 
Evangelical Church, and the Riesers 
in Austria who have helped a tiny 
church of 2000 members throughout 
the country to take important for
ward steps in child-care and the re
habilitation of delinquent teenage 
girls. 

The Santi family of Naples is an 
outstanding example of Methodist 
witness in action as well as word . 

Widely known in America and 
Europe the Santi family 's orphanage, 
Casa Materna, celebrated its 70th 
anniversary in the summer of 1975. 
Aga inst the backdrop of the blue 
Bay of Naples and the Pompeii-red 
villa, with the text ' Let the children 
come unto me' incised in the por
tico, several hundred children sang 
and danced for a whole afternoon . 
The ground s were crowded with 
parents, past students, vivacious 
teenagers and the representatives of 
seven national 'supporting commit
tees' of Casa Materna. They came 
from the USA, Britain, Switzerland, 
Germany, Hol land, Sweden and, of 
course, Italy. 

Casa Materna consists of an or
phanage, some technical training 
centers, and a group of schools for 

Rev. Cyri l Davey is edito r of the O ver
seas D ivision of the British Me thod is t 
Church and the au thor o f a book on 
the Sa nti family, Take Th is Child . 
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kindergarten and junior children of
fering excellent education on a full
day basis, a rarity in Italy. With some 
300 children the schools have more 
Catholics than Protestants and two 
buses (the second provided by the 
Dutch committee) daily collect and 
return children from a wide area. 

The Evangelical stance is clear 
and distinctive-and accepted. Free 
of state control the schools open 
with evangelical worship each day 
and the little church-once a 
prince's stables-is packed on Sun
days and special occasions, resound
ing to full-throated Italian singing 
led by the two Santi brothers-Teo
fila at the organ and Emanuele with 
his Stradivarius violin. 

But how did it all begin? 
Very simply, and without pre

meditation . 
Riccardo Santi , a diminutive Meth

odist pastor who had grown up in 
an American-supported Methodist 
orphanage in Venice, was crossing 
the Piazza Nicole Amore in Naples 
on his birthday in June, 1905. 

'Buy some matches, for the love 
of God, signore! ' whined a small 
boy, with a smaller girl by his side. 

Riccardo found that Angelo and 
Rosetta d'Ambrosio lived under the 
station arches with their recently
widowed mother. Whether they had 
any supper depended on whether 
they sold any matches. It was then 
that Riccardo Santi heard the voice 
of God-a fact he never afterwards 
questioned. 

'Take this child and care for him 
as you yourself were cared for. I will 
never forsake you .' 

There was one thing he could 
do at that moment-take them 

home to share his birthday td and 
then, after seeing their mother, put 
them to bed with his own two chil
dren, Luisa and Emanuele. Tomor
row ... But the Venice orphanage 
was full ; Catholics would not help 
a Protestant pastor ; state institutions 
did not exist. At the end of a week 
he had no choice. Ersilia and Ric
cardo Santi must keep the two chil
dren and care for them themselves. 
This was the word of God . 

Unwittingly, Casa Materna had be
gun . 

Riccardo had found a new world, 
a world of children in need, and 
the family kept on growing. Chil
dren from the slums, children from 
earthquake-stricken Sicily; children 
made homeless by the eruption of 
Vesuvius; children from everywhere 
crowded into the Santi tenement. 
With twenty children, they moved 
house. With forty, they moved 
again . Then it came to eighty chil
dren in the house above the church . 
Where would it end? 

As World War I ended Pastor 
Santi visited the Methodist Episco
pal Conference in the USA. This 
tiny man with the heart and the 
faith of a child was a uniquely ap
pealing figure just when America 
was forging new bonds with Eu
rope. A few months later a depu
tation visited Naples to investigate 
Casa Materna-and before they left 
they bought the dilapidated villa 
of the old Prince of Monaco at Por
tici , a Neapolitan suburb alongside 
the bay. In 1921 the whole family 
moved to its new home, with spa
cious gardens, a coach-house which 
would become a workshop, a chapel 
to turn into a carpenter's shop, sta-



bles to make into their v n h.11 r l 
a smal l farm for th ir \ '~l't.1l It'., 
and room to build a h 
hostel and a anat rium 
that lay far in the futu1 
moment the ould 
that God had been 

Since that day om 
dren have pas ed thr 
terna orphanage and 
have become prof 
women-doctor , nut 
secretaries, bu in :-1 
of splendid famili , ,H 

tegrity and high id al.· 
ha lf the Italian ti 
were past boy of 
record is unique 
estantism . 

But it was no ea \ 
Money was short a 
limit less. Faith a dail 
to the utmost. There 
ficu lties, less eas 
adays. The Santi 
Pro testant famil 

lini h d ign d both orders as Minis
l r f du ation, but to close the 

rph anc g n eded the signature of 
th Mini t r of Interior. Trul y that, 
t , a Musso lini- but II Duce had 
sign d from the wrong office. Fabio 
f u ht th case in the High Court 
in R m . Casa Materna stayed open . 

iraculously, they survived the 
war. Though vi ll a and grounds were 
bombed and shel led, the chil dren 
w re evacuated to the safety of 
Praiano on the love ly So rrento 
peni nsula with the help of one of 
Teofilo 's brother officers. Back home 
again in 1946 Allied old iers we re 
billeted in the grounds and helped 
to repair the buildings, whi le offi
cer and chaplains, most of them 

Americans, gave unstinted aid with 
ration s, good clothes and money. 

The post-war period was a tough 
one. The war had produced more 
orphans, the schools were reopened, 
Papa was getting older and Fabio 
and Teofila were increasingly busy 
with their own professional life. 
life. 

Bottom right, Dr. Emanuele and Teofilo 
Santi, co-direc tors of Casa Materna. Bot
tom left, the new Evangelical Hospital at 
Pontichelli, which was opened five ears 
ago and of which Dr. Teofilo Santi is 
general superintendent. Below, Dr. Teofifo 
Santi and his wife, Livia, his daughter 
Daniela and her husband Lugi and their son 
Christian. 



Long before the days of good 
Pope John the two brothers started 
building ecumenical bridges in Po r
tici and Naples. Fabio, ' the poor 
man's lawyer', was Portici 's first 
Protestant member of the Munici
pality and a year or two later be
came its first Protestant mayor. Un
der his hand plans for housing 
developments, the clearance of slum 
tenements and the building of new 
roads took shape. He had as many 
Catholic as Protestant friends. Then 
came tragedy. Fabio was kil led as he 
drove to Rome. His funeral proces
sion proved how dead were the old 
days of hosti lity and intolerance. 
His funera l procession was a mile 
long and was led by the Prefect of 
Naples himself, followed by 400 
chi ldren from Casa Materna. 

Th is faced Emanuele with a grave 
decis ion. He was well-established in 
America. His bishop was reluctant 
to let him go. He had hardly been 
back to Ita ly in thirty years. But 
Papa was an old man of eighty
five. Teofila, with far too many com
mitments already, was on the edge 
of a nervous breakdown. There was 
no real choice. Emanuele returned 
to Naples to share the direction of 
Casa Materna with Papa and Teo
fila . 

Since then, though he suffers in
creasingly from heart-trouble, Eman
uele has toured the United States 
every couple of years with his 
'Strad', playing and speaking on be
hal f of the orphanage, as well as 
regularly visiting Britain and Switz
erland. But these are 'extras' . To 
see him listening to a group of chil
dren or to watch them kiss him 
goodnight in the villa dining room 
is to see love incarnate and in ac
tion. 

But changes are inevitable. With 
more state care for children the 
emphasis must move increasingly 
towards the needs of youth. The 
new International Committee was 
encouraged by plans that the big 
bu ildings and grounds may be more 
fully used for the community service 
of youth and teenagers in the mod
ern conditions of Portici, even 
though the orphanage and schools 
must continue their essential work. 

No one sees these changing needs 
better than Teofila Santi, the doctor. 
For more than thirty years he has 
been involved in meeting them out
side the boundaries of Casa Ma
terna. 
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If Fabio was the 'poor man 's law
yer', Teofila, ever since he grad
uated in medicine, has been ' the 
poor man 's doctor'. He quickly set 
up his practice at Casa Materna, 
where he lives with his wife Livia , 
his daughter and son-in-law Daniela 
and Luigi , and his grandson . As a 
pediatrician he has given invaluable 
service to Casa Materna itself, while 
a growing practice amongst the 
more affluent section of Portici has 
enabled him to give free service to 
the poor in need. 

Teofila was a medical officer in 
the Italian army stationed at Capua, 
between Naples and Rome, when 
he heard the broadcast announce
ment that Italy had capitulated . But 
in Italy the war was far from ended . 
as the Germans resisted the allied 
advance. That very night American 
planes devastated Capua as they 
bombed the bridge which would 
provide a retreat for the Germans 
toward Rome. Teofila clawed his 
way out of the ruined medical mess 
to find wounded and dying people 
everywhere. He did what he could , 
and then paused to wonder. Why 
had he, alone among the army doc
tors in Capua, survived in the blitzed 
house? 

'I felt as if I had been born 
again', he said afterwards, ' ... as if 
I had been saved for a purpose.' 

But for what purpose he had no 
idea. 

At first it seemed only to work 
harder among the Casa Materna 
children. But then a visiting Ameri
can refugee worker took him to 
look at the 'caves'-the underground 
tunnels from which the stones of 
Naples had been hewn. They were 
crowded with thousands of refugees 
from the months of bombing. Many 
had not seen daylight for weeks or 
even months. Disease was rampant, 
and epidemic not far away. Teofila 
was appalled. Surely this was his 
new purpose? Next day he returned 
with a folding table and case of 
drugs, to begin an open-air clinic. 
The poor refugees clamoured for 
help and each day the queues grew 
longer. 

Then he opened a second clinic, 
this time in his father's old church 
near the center of Naples. Now 
there was more than enough to do. 

It was partly because of pressure 
from Fabio and other like-minded 
councillors that the Municipality 
was prodded into rehousing the ref-

ugees in roughly-built 'barrack 
blocks' in a devastated area of the 
city. Teofila, following them with 
his table and his medical bag, was 
shocked at the crowds of children 
and aimless teenagers. 'Somebody 
ought to do something' is a fateful 
phrase. After a visit to London, 
where he stayed in an East End 
church settlement, he went back 
with the dream of a 'settlement' for 
these young people of the barracchi . 
A businessman-patient offered him 
a disused warehouse nearby, and 
within weeks Casa Mia-'My Home' 
-was a bustling center with a roof
top kindergarten , morning and after
noon schools for older children, 
clubs for teenagers and dress-mak
ing classes for unemployed girls. 
Amongst the people who came to 
help was Dr. Maida, a Roman Cath
olic friend. 

Surely this was purpose enough? 
But the Santis had long cherished 

a finer dream yet . . . a hospital for 
the poor of Naples, whatever their 
church, or none. Now, following 
nearly twenty years of hard strug
gle, that dream is reality-and the 
Evangelical Hospital is one of the 
finest small church hospitals in 
southern Europe. In Ponticelli , a 
poverty-stricken Communist Nea
politan suburb with narrow lanes, 
squalid courts and crowded tene
ments, it was opened five years ago. 
With 80 beds, two operating the
atres, a busy outpatients department, 
a maternity block and one of the 
few cervical cancer research clinics 
in Naples it has a multi-denomina
tional committee with a young Bap
tist pastor as chairman . Its deputy 
director is the Catholic, Dr. Maidi , 
who worked with Teofila at Casa 
Mia in the barracchi. Half its volun
tary consultants are university pro
fessors. Its matron is a German 
Lutheran deaconess and its staff in
clude Americans, Swiss, British and 
Italians. Many of the nurses are re
cruited from Ponticelli itself. 

The Director, of course, is Dr. Teo
fila Santi . 

With a new youth settlement, an
other Casa Mia, outside the hospital 
wal Is, and as busy as ever at Casa 
Materna, and after just retiring as 
one of the praesidium of the Eu
ropean Conferences of Churches 
covering East as well as West, Teofila 
no longer wonders for what purpose 
he was saved at Capua. • 
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ISSU€S ~ 
IN LATIN AMERICA ARGEMTIMA 

Peron vuelve! 

For eighteen years, from his over
throw as President in 1955 u nti I 
his triumphant return in 1973, those 
two words were the most powerful 
force in Argentine politics. 

Peron will return! It bolstered the 
spirits of millions of working class 
men and women, old enough to re
member the generous populism of 
his nine-year presidency. 

It raised the hopes of a genera
tion of aspiring national leaders who 
disagreed violently over the social 
implications of Peronism, but be
lieved that only he could unite and 
mobili ze the people. 

It struck fury in the hearts of mili
tary leaders and politicians who had 
been unable to govern without Pe
ron , but knew they could not govern 
with him. For Juan Domingo Peron 
was very much alive and well in 
Madrid, and his legacy of political 
chaos w as effective as a witch 's curse 
back home. When he finally re
turned , Peron himself fell victim to 
the curse . 

Peron returned to the presidency 
in 1973 with 60 per cent of the 
popular vote. But he returned a sick , 
old man ; his " children " , the heirs 
apparent who had so faithfully cul
tivated the Peronist myth, were 
fi ghting bloody street battles over 
the direction to be taken by his new 
government; terrorism was reaching 
a new high and the economic situ
ation a new low. 

On July 1, 1974, nine months after 
his re-election, Peron died and was 
succeeded by his wife, Vice Presi
dent Maria Estela (Isabel) Peron. 
The future of her presidency has 
been in doubt. Caught up in the 
ideological struggle among her hus-

band's followers, assailed by politi
cal and economic problems origi
nating inside and outside Argentina, 
la Presidenta took a medically or
dered leave that most observers ex
pected to become permanent but 
from which she returned and re
sumed office. 

She is frequently described by the 
i"nternational press as an ex-cabaret 
dancer who married the exiled Pe
ron out of ambition, and became 
" hysterical " when the mantle of 
power fell on her widowed shoul
ders. The image is unjust, since it 

fails to point out that in twenty 
years since the fall of Peron, Argen
tina has had eleven Presidents
none of them, including Peron him
self, capable of bringing social , 
politi cal and economic order to the 
country. 

U i "·lled rom·s 

According to the development 
philosophy of the postwar era, Ar
gentina should have been a success 
by now: a leading political power 
in Latin America and a countervail
ing economic force to the United 

The modern city of Buenos Aires, which has a metropolitan area population of nine million 
persons, was founded in 1536 but abandoned until a permanent colony was founded in 
1580. 



The signs indicate the support of 
Argentina's Labor Party for Juan Peron 

in his campaign for the nation's 
presidency in 1973; subsequently, labor 
became disenchanted with Peron as the 

economy deteriorated. 

States. Most Argentines, Peronists 
and anti-Peronists, believed that was 
the national destiny; the failure to 
achieve it is one of the most de
moralizing factors in Argentina to-
day. . 

It is the second largest country 1n 
South America, four times the size 
of Texas. Its population of nearly 25 
million is 97 per cent of European 
extraction, and 75 per cent urban 
(w ith over a third living in the 
sophisticated metropolis of Buenos 
Aires) . 

It possesses some of the richest 
agricultural resources in South 
America (is still the second largest 
exporter of beef in the world) , but 
agriculture-which brough.t Argen
tina out of the war years with a $1.7 
billion treasury surplus-was down
graded by Peron and his ~uccessors 
in favor of the expensive thrust 
toward industrial development. 

Industrialization was the wave of 
the future. It was a logical choice 
for Argentina with its urbanized, 
literate labor force ; but it required 
heavy investment and foreign credit, 
and depended largely on foreign 
markets and energy resources . Thus 
the promise contained a catch : 
wo rld economic reality would make 
successful development impossible 
without a degree of economic aus
terity and social regression ~hat was 
unacceptable to the Argentine peo
ple. 

The only hope 

Austerity was often a byword in 
the gove rnments that followed Pe
ron, but no government was able to 
impose it for long. The populism of 
Peron had set Argentina irrevocably 
on a course of rising standards of 
living, education and health for all . 

Peron 's social policy is usually 
seen as a leading cause of Argen
tina's fall from fiscal solvency after 
World War II. Through the Eva Pe
ron Foundation-established by his 
wife, the glamorous proletarian who 
won for him the loyalty of the des
camisados, or " shirtless" underclass 
- Argentine workers became accus
tomed to free education and health 
care, housing projects, shortened 
work weeks, free sports events and 
seaside vacations. 

Rampant corruption (and Eva's 
own taste for jewels, furs and finery) 
hastened the depletion of the na
tional treasury ; few deny, however, 
that the workers benefited sub
stantially from her dramatically dis
tributed largesse. 

Eva's death in 1952, at age 33, 
m~rked the beginning of the end 
of Peron 's presidency. While she 
cultivated the masses, he had spe
cialized in maintaining the support 
of the powerful military. With Ev.a 
gone, the people no I.anger mob1-
l ized behind him, and fiscal collapse 
looming on the horizon, the mili-
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tary pillar of his support qui ck ly 
crumbled as well. 

Eva's death was a shattering per
sonal tragedy to her admirers ; it was 
followed by a numbing apathy that 
was only rarely broken in the next 
two deca des. The proli fe ration of 
political parti es after Peron, the 
coming and going of military and 
civilian governments, each rumbl e 
of tanks in the streets signalling an
other power struggle between mili 
tary factions, brought only the shru g 
of the shoulders that foreigners 
think of as quaintly Argentine. 

Rising inflation, and the introduc
tion of meatl ess days in a country 
accustomed to ea ting steak as 
Americans eat hot dogs, occasionally 
inspired strikes-but generally only 
deepened the apathy. The only hope 
was that Peron would return and 
res tore the remembered glory of the 
late 1950's. 

Myth and grim reality 

" Peron 's great good lu ck was that 
he got out before the end both 
times", American correspondent 
Joanne Omang was told last sum
mer by an Argentine identified only 
as a prominent journalist of the left. 
" If he had lived to preside over 
this, perhaps we would have had a 
chan ce to kill the myth ." 

" This" was the disintegration of 
the unlikely alliance between radi ca l 
and conserva tive Peronist leaders. It 
was a marriage in name only
Peron 's name- and the divorce was 
not an amicable one : in September 
1975, death s attributed to terro ri sm 
and political rivalry stood at an 
average of more than three per day. 

A nascent guerrilla movement had 
provided counterpoint to the pre
vailing apathy throughout the 1960's. 
By the ea rly 1970's it was a dominant 
theme, with the montoneros (guer
rilla fighters) rapidl y becoming folk
heroes for their conviction and dis
cipline. 

Behind the m onto ne ros stood Ju 
ventud Peronista, the Peroni st Youth 
movement, firmly convinced that 
Peron in the 1970's wo uld naturall y 
turn to socialism as the contempo
rary strategy most appropriate for 
implementing his populi sm of the 
1940's. They were encouraged in that 
belief by Peron 's choice of Hector 
Campora, known as a leftist, to rep
resent him in the last days of hi s 
exile and lead the Peronists to powe r 
in 1972. 

But Peron in Madrid remained in
sc rutable on social policy, and many 
Peronists-older, more conservative, 
wiser in the ways of es tablished 
power-were equa ll y determined 
that he shou ld move to the right. 
W hen short ly after his return Peron 
quietly dropped Campora from his 
inner circle and removed many of 
the Peronist Youth named by Cam
pora to high positions, the right 
w ing of the party had clear ly gained 
the upper hand . 

Sti ll more disheartening fo r the 
Peron ist left was the rise to power 
of the eccentric and po liti ca ll y con
se rvative Jose Lopez Rega, a Peronist 
co rpo ral w ho became hi s secretary 
and confidant in the 1960's and was 
named Minister of Socia l Welfare in 
the new government. With Peron's 
death Lopez Rega became the 
power behind the throne of Isabel, 
and-along with other conservatives 
in Isabe l's ci rcle-prim e target of 
the leftist oppositio n. 
· La st July, the beleagu red Isabel 
Peron accepted Lopez Rega's resig
natio n and that of his son -in-l aw 
Raul Lastiri as Pres ident of the Cham
ber of Deputi es, lower house of the 
Argentine Congress. But at this 
writing neither she nor Senate Presi 
dent ltal o Luder, w ho became acting 
Pres ident during her leave, appears 
interested in changi ng the conserva
tive " tilt" of the current admini stra
tion. 

Juventud Peronista , w ho some
w hat ru efull y consider themselves 
responsibl e fo r having heeded the 
will o f the majority and supported 
Peron rath er than promoting a frank
ly Marxist alternative, are stil l usi ng 
persuasion in preference to vio lence 
in their attempts to influ ence that 
policy. But the exp loits of the Mon
toneros , and the frequent use of 
vio lence by gove rnm ent officials 
and the far-right Tripl e-A (Argen
tine Anti-communi st A lli ance) , make 
it increasingly difficult to mai nta in a 
peaceful strategy of political action 
in Argentina . 

The bottom line 
Meanwhile, the economic situ a

ti on is deteriorating faster in Argen
tina than elsewhere, faster even than 
in the rest of Lati n America . By last 
September inflation had reached an 
annual rate of 260 per cent, with 
Argentina replacing Chil e in the 
dubious di sti nction of the world's 
hi ghest rate of inflation . 

The government has attempted to 
counter inflation by raising prices 
and holding wages, producing a 
labor reaction that threatens Mrs. 
Peron 's cont rol even more severely 
than the radical left. Relatively con
servative labor leade rs, consistent 
supporte rs of Peron over the years, 
fe lt personally bet rayed ; moreover, 
they themselves were th reatened 
with loss of their constituency to 
leftist rivals and wildcat strike ac
tions . Claiming that the workers 
were bearing an un fair share of 
inflation, due as much to globa l 
econom ic conditions as to local 
wage increases, the unions have won 
increases of up to 160 per cent and 
succeeded in removing another Lo
pez Rega ally, Mi ni ste r of Economy 
Celestino Rodrigo . 

Foreign business, still a mainstay 
of the Argentine economy despite 
the stated intentions of Peron and 
his civilian successors to develop 
locally controlled alternatives, is in 

Beleagured Argentine President Isabel 
Peron heads a country with the world's 
highest rate of inflation. 

New World Outlook • January 1976 41 



Population: 24,380,000 
Principal cities: Buenos Aires (9 
million in metropolitan area) , 
Cordoba (5 86,000) , Rosario (591,-
000), and La Plata (420,000) 

Language: Spanish, but foreign 
languages are widely spoken. 
85% literacy 

Labor force: 9.5 million . 11 % 
in commerce, 19% agriculture, 
25% in manufacturing, 20% in 
services, 6% in communications 
and transport, 19% " other". 

Resources: Mountains contain de
posits of coal , lead, zinc, sulphur 
and silver. Copper, gold and 
petroleum are also important. 
Cotton, barley, wheat, linseed , 
oats, rye, alfalfa, corn, tobacco, 
peanuts are among products. 
Also, sheep, cattle, horses, goats 
and pigs. Chief industry s meat 
processing, second is flour milling. 

Religion: The constitutional reli
gion since 1810, Roman Catholi
cism claims 90% of total popu
lation, but less than 20% are 
practicing. 2% are Protestant, 2% 
Jewish . There is freedom of wor
ship. The Catholic Church con
tinues to have strong political and 
social influence. 

The Methodist Church: In 1835, 
with the arrival of the Rev. 
Fountain E. Pitts, and in 1836, 
with the arrival of Dr. Dempster, 
the Methodist work was begun 
exclusively in the English lan
guage. In 1867 Dr. John F. 
Thomson began the preaching 
in Spanish. Ten years later, Dr. 
Thomas B. Wood began the pub
lication of El Evangelista , the first 
Protestant periodical of the Span
ish-speaking world. The Women's 
Foreign Missionary Society began 
its work in 1874 in the city of 
Rosario with Miss Jennie M . 
Chaplain and Miss Lou B. Deming 
who in 1875 organized a school 
for girls. The Eastern Annual Con
ference was organized in 1893 
and included Argentina and Uru
guay. In 1954 the Uruguayan Con
ference became a separate entity. 
By 1967 membership of the Ar
gentina Conference had reached 
8000. 

The Church has more than 100 
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congregations which are taken 
care of by 80 pastors ; one-half 
of the pastors are full time. The 
congregations are scattered across 
most of the country; at times 
there are more than 100 kilo
meters between one church and 
another. Some of the congrega
tions have their own social out
reach ministry, particularly the 
congregations of Liniers and La 
Boca which have primary schools . 

The Methodist Church is among 
nine denominations (others are 
Waldensian , Lutheran, German 
Lutheran, Disciples of Christ, 
Anglican, Scots Presbyterian and 
Reformed Churches) , participat
ing with the .Protestant Institute 
of Higher Theological Studies 
(ISEDET), where almost all Meth
odist pastors have received the
ological formation . The faculty 
is made up of persons from Ar
gentina, Europe and the United 
States. The Methodist Church also 
cooperates with the Disciples of 
Christ in sponsoring Colegio 
Ward, where 1,000 students from 
kindergarten to high school at
tend. The faculty is completely 
Argentine. 
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a state of seige. A year ago the En
glish language newspaper in Buenos 
Aires estimated the cost of kidnap 
ransoms alone at around $10 million 
per month ; some overseas corpora
tions have withdrawn their foreign 
executives, and others are investing 
in costly kidnap insurance. 

The $10 billion foreign debt, in
curred in the post-war era to finance 
the dream of industrialization, is 
coming due at the rate of nearly $2 
billion per year; with less than $700 
million in reserves according to a 
press report last fall , Argentina is 
unable to pay in the foreseeable 
future . 

Ry land or by sea? 

It was evident long before the 
Chilean coup d'etat of 1973, not 
on ly that the end was coming, but 
that it wou ld come from the right. 
An end to Argentina 's current ex
periment in civilian democratic 
government is equally predictable, 
but it could come from almost any
where on the political spectrum. 

No one can put the Humpty 
Dumpty of Peronism back together 
again . The more traditional political 
parties were left in disarray by Pe
ron 's first administration, and had 
little chance to recover during the 
interregnum ; they remain the hope 
of much of the middle class, but will 
not likely regain the confidence of 
Argentina's young and poor. 

The most likely development will 
be a military coup ; even that, how
ever, is an unknown quantity. Two 
radically divergent trends- the so
cialist militarism exemplified by Gen
erals Velazco and Morales in Peru, 
and the more traditional conserva
tism of the Brazilian and Chilean 
military-have influenced the think
ing of the Argentine armed forces, 
and either one or a combi nation 
could prevail in a new military gov
ernment. However, the official or 
unofficial influence of the U.S . could 
swing the balance sharply to the 
right, if recent criticism in this coun
try of our Chilean intervention fails 
to discourage a similar adventure in 
Argentina . 

Also very possible-with or with
out a military coup-is an increase 
in the level of violence until a full 
state of civil war is reached. In this 
case too, either the far right or the 
far left could emerge victorious; af
ter how many months or years? • 



I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

: 
I 
I 

_ ... 

TIME TOWARD HOME: The Ameri
can Experience as Revelation, by 
Richard John Neuhaus. New York, 
1975: Seabury Press, 231 pages, 
$9.50. 

Along with his friend, Peter Berger, 
Richard Neuhaus was one of the driving 
forces behind the Hartford "Appeal for 
Theological Affirmation." The Hartford 
colleagues met in January and again in 
September ( 1975), criticizing the sim
plistic unreality of fundamentalism on 
the one hand while sharply attacking the 
worldly faddism of much that passes for 
contemporary theology on the other. 
They charged that influential Christian 
scholars and church leaders have become 
captive to non-religious forces. They 
called for a renewed emphasis upon the 
transcendence of God and an adequate 
christology. While not spurning social 
involvement, they argued that for too 
long the Church has permitted the world 
to write its agenda. 

Neuhaus is an interesting combination 
of a man. He is senior editor of World
view, the monthly journal that has on 
its editorial board the distinguished 
scholar, Hans Morgenthau-and Rabbi 
Seymour Siegel, who prayed the strange 
sycophantic prayer at Richard Nixon's 
Second Inaugural. 

Neuhaus, 39, is the white pastor of a 
predominately black congregation in 
Brooklyn. In 1967, during an anti-war 
protest in his church, he insisted that the 
young men who turned in their draft 
cards must sing America the Beautiful. 

All this helps explain Time Toward 
Home: The American Experiment as 
Revelation. He keeps the reader off bal
ance. It is a remarkable blend of respon
sible patriotism and biblical judgment, 
socio-political insight and theological 
erudition, seeming conservatism and un
abashed radicalism. Neuhaus opens the 
book with the words: 

"This is a book of theology, cultural 
criticism, politics, philosophy and ethics, 
among other things. Whether the result 
is a reckless careening across interdis
ciplinary lines or a synthesis of usually 
diverse angles of vision is for the reader 
to fudge ." 

My first judgments were harsh. There 
appeared to be a lot of self-conscious in
tellectual strutting. I was reminded of 

Colin Wilson's twenty-year-old book, The 
Outsider, that pretended to know a great 
deal about everything. But as I went 
further and dug deeper, I was caught up 
in the author's overview and argument. 
Although I do not agree with Richard 
L. Means that Time Toward Home is 
comparable to H. Richard Niebuhr's The 
Kingdom of God in America (The Chris
tian Century, November 26, 1975) , it 
can fall short of that glory and still be 
very good indeed. It is! 

In his first two chapters Neuhaus 
deals with much of the material that pro
vided the "inspiration" for Robert Heil
broner's An Inquiry into the Human 
Prospect: Vietnam, Watergate, the 1972 
presidential election, widespread vio
lence, shifting values and changing life
styles with the consequent disenchant
ment of the populace. Both Heilbroner 
and Neuhaus view present day reality 
from an American vantage point. But 
there is a notable difference. Richard 
Neuhaus writes as a faithful Christian. 

He views the American experiment as 
revelation. He analyzes it in terms of 
"contract" and "covenant." It has been 
suggested that colonial preachers aided 
and abetted the War for Independence 
by preaching with the Bible in one hand 
and the works of John Locke in the 
other. In a sense that is precisely what 
Neuhaus does. 

His chapter on "The Covenant and 
the Salvation for which We Hope" was 
for me the most helpful. He does not 
confuse God's covenant with America 
with God's covenant with Israel and his 
church. The biblical covenant was spe
cific and direct. The American covenant, 
as that with the rest of God's creation, 
is general; "more tenuous, more con
tigent, more radically experimental." 
There is no room for national arrogance, 
for the emergence of a civil religion a la 
Herman Melville, who wrote: "We 
Americans are the peculiar, chosen peo
ple-the Israel of our time." Rather, 
there is a call to responsible Christian 
citizenship. Impatient with the vulgar, 
masochistic anti-Americanism rife in cer
tain intellectual circles today, Neuhaus 
reminds his American readers that they 
have no choice but to relate to "salva
tion history" as Americans. 

"The lives of the vast majority of 
Christians in the United States are in
separable from the American experience. 
Our language, our values, our career pat
terns, our attitudes toward personal 
worth, our manner of social interaction 
--all bear the unmistakable trademark 
of America. It is our placement in time 
and history. . . . We as individuals are 
not abstracted souls but socially con
structed persons. There is no self to be 
saved other than the self of historically 
conditioned time and space." 

Neuhaus refers , again and again , to 
the "truth-claims" of a transcendent 
Christian faith and value system. He 
argues that the ethic that binds us is 
not "situational" but is linked with our 
"destination," the kingdom of God. "As 
Christians and as Americans we seek 
God's word and will in a time and place 
not necessarily of our choosing but cer
tainly of our trial." But, moving through 
the turbulence and isolation, the momen
tary triumphs and crushing defeats, the 
shattered hopes and dreams betrayed of 
the present time, we will, "through our 
tears .. . glimpse the new Jerusalem and 
hail it from afar, knowing it is all time 
toward home." 

-JAMES ARMSTRONG 

James Armstrong is bishop of the Da
kotas Area of the United Methodist 
Church and president of the Board of 
Church and Society. 

THE PATRIOT'S BIBLE, edited by 
John Eagleston and Philip Scharper. 
Maryknoll, New York, 1975: Orbis 
Books, 195 pages, $3.95. 

Viewing especially the Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution of 
the United States, the compilers of this 
compact volume have examin~d the prin
ciples enunciated in both documents, 
and shown-through the words of many 
national leaders in all walks of life-how 
these principles have been carried out 
and developed through two centuries. 
They have shown also how some of the 
principles have been warped or violated 
at times-and also the values they have 
for future generations. 

"A principled patriotism," they say, "is 
neither jingoism nor chauvinism. It is 
traditionally related to devotion to one's 
native land, and in our time clearly em
braces this entire planet. Nothing less 
than a global patriotism is demanded in 
our third century. God so loved the 
whole world; all people are created 
equal and endowed by their creator with 
certain unalienable rights. Any 'more 
perfect union' must involve the whole 
human family ... . 

"It is equally obvious that the prin
ciples from our past cannot be applied 
in mechanical fashion to the problems 
of our present. . . . Yet the core values 
of justice and love are as valid today as 
they were in the eighteenth century or 
the first.n 

There are some 150 quotations from 
men and women who have molded his
tory during these 200 years and more 
than 180 brief passages from the Old 
and New Testaments upon which either 
phrases or points of view in the docu
ments Wlder review are based. Three 
brief quotations give an idea of the 
value of this volume: 

"The Declaration of Independence 
did not mention the questions of our 

New World Outlook • January 1976 43 



day. It is no consequence to us unless 
we can translate its general terms into 
examples of the present day .... It is an 
eminently practical document, meant for 
the use of practical men; not a theory 
of government, but a program of action . 
Unless we can translate it into the ques
tions of our own day, we are not worthy 
of it."-Woodrow Wilson. 

"There will be little use in having our 
government and all the other govern
ments of the world adopt abstract reso
lutions to the effect that military force 
shall be outlawed, and shall never be 
resorted to again, if at the same time all 
the unjust methods of business and life 
and social relations were left to work 
just as they are now working. War is a 
fruit that grows and ripens like other 
fruit."-Rufus Jones 

"There are a thousand hacking at the 
branches of evil to one who is striking 
at the root."-Henry D. Thoreau. 

w. w. REID 

THE FOOLISHNESS OF GOD, by 
John Austin Baker. Atlanta, Ga., 
1975: John Knox Press, 400 pages, 
$9.95. 

The rather startling title of this vol
ume is taken from Paul's First Letter to 
the Corinthians: "The foolishness of God 
is wiser than men." The author is chap
lain and lecturer in divinity and fellow 
of Corpus Christi College at Oxford 
University, England. 

This book would seem to be the final 
answer to the charge that there is no 
God, or that God, having created the 
earth and its people, has withdrawn 
from concern for his handiwork. "The 
truth is not hard to put into words," 
Dr. Baker asserts. "It is not necessary to 
have a degree in science or philosophy, 
or to have taken a course in the history 
and culture of the ancient world, to un
derstand it. To a large extent the gigan
tic labors of theologians down the Chris
tian centuries have been spent in resolv
ing problems not in the gospel but in 
complications men have made in the 
gospel." 

From that premise the author delves 
into the long development of age-old 
beliefs in a creative and living God (by 
various names in various faiths) to the 
God as proclaimed by Jesus and ex
perienced by nineteen centuries of Chris
tians. Out of our own involvement in 
life, says Dr. Baker, we discover the 
presence and power of God who ap
proaches us with love. And it was this 
loving God who was presented to us 
most convincingly by Jesus. 

Part One of the volume has chapters 
on God and the gods; creation ; why 
sorrow and evil; the meanings and pur
pose of freedom, guilt, and forgiveness; 
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the love and nature of God. Part Two 
considers Jesus of Nazareth-what we 
know about him and the many things 
that the Gospels do not disclose about 
him. There are chapters on "the recovery 
of Jesus,'' "The Lord's doing" and "The 
world's joy." Part Three is entitled 
"What then must we do?" and has chap
ters on: "The church and the world," 
"The Word and the words," and "Man 
in the presence of God." 

In a closing postscript the author puts 
into simple and understandable words 
his own faith-perhaps to be taken as 
a summary of the background of his 
volume. In part he says: 

"I believe that there is indeed a God. 
He is eternal; no one created him, to 
him everything there is owes its exis
tence. He alone is responsible for the 
way things are, and he gave them their 
nature and being out of sheer love. This 
was no unfulfilled longing, so that he 
needed to make something upon which 
to lavish his affection. All the giving and 
receiving of life and joy which we find 
in our many kinds of love for each other 
he has always known in himself, to a 
degree and with a perfection beyond our 
imagining. How we are to describe this 
does not really matter. We can be cer
tain that it must be so, because he made 
some of his creatures at least to find 
their joy in just this kind of existence. 
For these, life has three special goals: 
understanding, freedom, and love. It has 
meaning only to the extent that they 
move and strive to achieve these condi
tions, all of which depend on one an
other. To become aware of them, and to 
attain them, in however small a degree. 
is to be in the image of God; for they 
are the heart of his own nature. The 
world God made can be understood by 
us, and we have a duty and a need to 
understand it. . . . " 

w. w. REID 

THAT OLD TIME RELIGION: ONE 
HUNDRED HYMNS, SONGS, AND 
STORIES, By Barbara Benziger and 
Eleanor Dickinson. New York, 1975: 
Harper & Row, 124 pages, $4.95. 

There must be many people who re-
member singing "There's No Depres
sion in Heaven" in their youth and 
would like to sing it again--contempo
rary circumstances bearing a certain 
similarity to the thirties-but can't find 
it in their modem hymnbooks. Then 
there's "The Royal Telephone," ("Cen
tral's never busy, always on the line, 
You may hear from heaven, Almost 
any time, 'Tis a royal service, Free 
for one and all, When you get in trou
ble, Give this royal line a call. Tele
phone to glory, 0 what joy divine! I can 

feel the current moving on the line; 
Built by God the Father, For His loved 
and own. We may talk to Jesus, Thru 
this royal telephone.") They don't hard
ly write hymns like that no more. But 
this attractive spiral-bound hymnbook 
contains all those foot-stomping, hand
clapping oldies-but-goodies usually 
found, if at all, in worn out and depress
ing hymnbooks stuck away in the 
church basement. 

There's "Sweet Hour of Prayer," 
"What a Friend We Have in Jesus,'' 
"Blessed Assurance,'' "Just As I Arn," 
"The Ninety and Nine,'' "Amazing 
Grace," "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot," 
"Lord, I want to be a Christian," "O 
Mary, Don't You Weep," ''The Solid 
Rock," "We're Marching to Zion" 
(which was a favorite at the annual 
meeting this year of the UM Board of 
Global Ministries), "Beyond the Smiling 
and the Weeping,'' and many more. 
These are all the songs which theolo
gians decry as being too "me-centered,'' 
but people want to sing them anyway. 

The songs are arranged in sections to 
resemble the Christian pilgrimage 
through life: Invitation and Acceptance, 
the Pilgrimage, Help and Comfort 
Along the Way, Instruction, Witness to 
Others, Redemption-The Cross and 
the Blood, The Promised Land, Spiri
tuals, and Special Occasions. Each 
section has a short introduction 
and a history of some of the 
hymns. Eleanor Dickinson attended a 
number of revival meetings drawing 
portraits of the worshipers and swap
ping new hymnbooks for old wherever 
she could. Her fine drawings are in
cluded in this book and add much to 
the "feel" of the collection. The hymns 
have been arranged for guitar and are 
also printed in shaped notes, which 
Barbara Benziger says "represents an 
important part of the development of 
American church singing." 

While most of the hymns are repre
sentative of a genuine faith experience 
in singing, a few are simply quaint and 
a reminder of the spirit of the times in 
which they were written. There's 
"Down in the Licensed Saloon," written 
in 1892 ('Where is my wandering boy 
tonight? Down in the licensed saloon. 
. . . Ruined and wrecked by the drink 
appetite.") And also there's "The Rom
ish Lady," a classic dating from 1632. 
"There was a Romish lady, bro't up in 
popery, Her mother always taught her 
the priest she must obey. 0 pardon me, 
dear mother, I humbly pray thee now, 
For unto these false Idols, I can no long
er bow." That goes on for eleven verses 
until she is finally slain by her Catholic 
tormentors when she refuses to recant 
her Protestantism. It is not the best 
choice for the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity in January. 

C.E.B. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE RESPONDS 
Your editorial in New World Outlook ("Two 

Cheers for Betty Ford," September issue) 
concerning some of my comments has come to 
my attention . I deeply appreciate the encour
agement and your help in clarifying some of 
the misunderstandings which resulted from my 
TV appearance on "60 Minutes ." 

I believe that parents have an obligation to 
help their children find the enduring values 
that have strengthened and sustained our so
ciety. But before values can be transmitted, 
communication must take place. If my remarks, 
even when misinterpreted or misunderstood, 
stimulated family discussion, then there may 
still be some lasting value to the furor of recent 
months . 

Again, my sincere thanks for your support 
and for your way of expressing it. 

I hope we will have an opportunity to com
municate in the future. 

MRS. BETIY FORD 

Washington, D.C. 

UNDULY CREDULOUS 
I read with interest and gratification Charles 

Brewster's review (October issue) of my book. 
Let me be the first to admit that I know almost 
nothing about The Methodist Church; hence, 
my remarks in the book about your General 
Conference procedures were taken from inter
views with people whom I had reason to as
sume knew what they were talking about. I 
would hate to tell you how highly placed and 
knowledgeable they are; in fact, I won't . I will 
take the blame. I made the mistake, and the 
mistake lay in being unduly credulous. Please 
convey my apologies to every Methodist there 
is. And good luck on any reorganization they 
may attempt. 

JOHN R . FRY 

San Anselmo, California 

WORLD COUNCIL AND U.N. 
I am very sorry the WCC is progressing in 

the same way the United ations is as it will 
alienate church people in the U.S. I have just 
finished reading the November New WO'Tld 
Outlook. 

MRS. JAMES ROBERTSON 

Salina, Kansas 

ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT 
I believe (the "Texas Methodist" newspaper) 

represents an important element in the United 
Methodist Church-an element that has a 
much sounder basis theologically and socially 
than the points of view the magazine you edit 
reflects. 

As I see it, Methodists who are interested 
in world issues depend on secular magazines 
for information on those issues and would like 
to depend on the New WO'Tld Outlook for 
what the church is accomplishing in meeting 
the life needs of people affected by those issues. 
The November issue is much better than usual 
in giving this sort of information. Thank you 
for it! On the strength of the improvement I 
shall continue my subscription another year as 
I look hopefully for the magazine to meet the 
needs met by the former "World Outlook." 

(My husband and I were Methodist mission
aries in India, 1920-42.) 

MRS. J. c. PACE 

Thornton, Texas 

WHAT DOES LUKE 4:18 MEAN? 
S.l is bad news (editorial, November issue), 

but what is good news? When so many items 
are gathered into one law, parts of it help some 
people and parts of the same law hurts some 
people. Recently, I read a comprehensive re
port on the increase in the crime rate published 
by a leading weekly news magazine. The 
majority of crimes are committed by offenders 
out on parole or probation. Yet you seem in 
favor of more lenient sentences and easier 
parole. Are we not our brother's keeper? But 
our brother is also the person next door for 
which we want safety on our streets and in 
our homes . Our prisons must be more humane, 
less crowded, and with more of a variety of 
options than just being "locked up," but as bad 
as conditions are in them, criminals come back 
to them again and again. 

To me, "setting prisoners free" ( Luke 4 : 18) 
means freeing the captives of their own greed , 
abusiveness, selfishness, apathy, etc, by belief 
in and love of Jesus Christ. This does not mean 
to me to set free persons who have committed 
harmful acts against society so that they may 
commit these crimes again and again. I believe 
our present laws are too lenient now, as far 
as putting offenders back into society. That 
is , if one can believe reports on the crime rate 
such as I mentioned in the beginning of my 
fetter. 

It is too bad that rehabilitation of criminals 
has proved such a failure . Ten years ago, it 
was hoped that this would solve our crowded 
prison problems. Now, most of the very ardent 
advocates of rehabilitation are in agreement 
that it just hasn't worked. Perhaps the church 
needs to lead the way in starting rehabilitation 
at pre-school and youth levels with more family 
counseling. Some hope for emptying our prisons 
lies in the rekindling of the Christian home and 
family unit in our society. "I was in prison and 
you visited me" (Matthew 25: 36) sounds 
more like counseling and love and concern for 
those in prison, not passing laws to let them 
out to injure us or our neighbor, as statistics 
show is happening. As a committed Christian, 
I am searching for the answer .... what is the 
Christ-like way when you love human kind and 
want to protect same? 

MRS. JAM ES l\lILEY 

Springfield, Illinois 
The writer is Vice-President, Central Illinois 
Conference, United Methodist Women. 

"INCREDIBLE" EDITORIAL 
I first found your October editorial, "The 

Guns of September," incredible. It then made 
me angry. I found it incredible that you would 
label an obviously true statement-however 
often and by whomever repeated-"tired 
drivel." Criminals do kill people, and the people 
who most often kill people are criminals. I 
found it incredible---even more so--that people 
of your level of education would hold as dis
torted a view of causality as these statements 
reflect : " ... killings ... were caused by hand
guns ." " . . . handguns were responsible for 
10,000 deaths." (My undergraduate philosophy 
profs would have Bunked me cold if I had 
made such a statement in a paper. ) 

I then became angry because it dawned on 
me that your editorial was not a factual analy
sis and factually based recommendation on the 
very difficult situation we face with regard to 
firearms in this country. It was an attempt to 

propagandize your readers-in the worst sense 
of that word. 

I appreciate and always attempt to assimilate 
a factual analysis and a factually based recom
mendation from any source on any situation 
of concern to me. In that appreciation and 
assimilation I frequently change my opinions. 
But propaganda-such as your editorial was
is always an insult. It depends on the reader 
being sufficiently lacking in either intell igence 
or awareness to know that he is being pro
pagandized. The quality of any publication's 
editorials always reflects on the editors' opinion 
of its readership. 

I am increasingly coming to the opinion
as I read United Methodist publications-that 
our national boards ought to be restricted 
from advocacy roles. Advocacy ought to be re
tained in the Council of Bishops and in the 
local pulpit. 

REV. RAYFORD WALLACE 

Roff, Oklahoma 
Edit01"ials represent the opinion of the editors 
only.-Eds. 

United 
Methodists 
acknowledge 
we are 

One Church 
Many Cultures 
In more than a hundred 
places and in a thousand 
ways we express a concern 
for the welfare of all people . 

Human Relations Day 
January 25 • 1976 

For materials or 
information write : 
United Methodist 
Communications 
1200 Davis St., 
Evanston, Ill. 60201 
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WIDE INTEREST IN EVANGELISM 
MANIFESTED IN wee ASSEMBLY 

Interest in the World Council of 
Churches' enlarging its efforts in evan
gelism was reflected in an interchange 
between a Bolivian Methodist bishop 
and an evangelical Anglican priest at the 
WCC's Fifth Assembly here. 

A further indication of wide interest • 
in evangelism among the delegates was 
that, of six sections studying issues and 
drafting reports , the most popular topic 
was "Confessing Christ Today," the sec
tion where evangelism concerns were 
lodged. 

RNS Photo 

In initial hearings on past and future 
wee programming, the question of 
evangelization versus social action was 
a persistent one. Several speakers, in
cluding Eastern Orthodox representa
tives, supported a heightened emphasis 
on evangelism. One delegate took issue 
with a published report that claimed 
evangelicals at the Assembly were 
"holding a knife at the throat of the 
ecumenical movement" by insisting on a 
call for worldwide evangelization. 

WORLD COUNCIL'S NAIROBI MEETING 

Dr. John Stott of London, chairman 
of the Church of England Evangelical 
Council, raised the matter at a news 
conference when speaking of coopera
tion between the WCC and the Contin
uation Committee of the Lausanne Con
gress on World Evangelization, of 
which he is a member. He made clear 
that some theological consensus, such 
as a strong bid for evangelization of the 
world, would probably heighten "con
ciliation and cooperation" between the 
two ecumenical streams. 

Bolivian Methodist Bishop Mortimer 
Arias (see following news story), who 
describes himself as "an ecumenical 
evangelical," had referred to the evan
gelization of the world as "the indis
pensable task of the church of Christ" 
in a plenary address. At one point he 
chided the wee for not having a larger
scale evangelism thrust. Yet his overall 
tone was that the wee has been sup
portive of and contributive to his own 
insights on evangelism, and ready "to 
make a new start." 
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Christians from 100 nations fill Nairobi's Kenyatta Conference Center for the opening 
celebration of the World Council of Churches' Fifth Assembly. More than 700 delegates 
representing member Churches, plus observers, guests and advisors heard the songs of 
several African peoples, were led in prayers of intercession and were preached to by the 
Rev. Seth Nomenyo of the Evangelical Church of Togo. 

Bishop Arias delineated 14 service, 
renewal, and study programs of the 
World Council to which he gave the 
summary: "All this is mission, and it can 
be an integral part of true evangelism 
in the world today." 

Dr. Stott, one of the speakers invited 
by the WCC to respond to the Arias 
presentation, commented that "it seems 
to many of us that evangelism has now 
become largely eclipsed by the quest for 
social and political liberation." He then 
cited what he believes the wee "needs 
to recover" : 1 ) a recognition of the lost
ness of man, 2) confidence in the Gospel 
of God, 3)conviction about the unique
ness of Jes us Christ, 4) a sense of 
urgency about evangelism, and 5) a 
personal experience with Jesus Christ. 

In the news conference, Bishop Arias 
said that although he could ascribe fully 
to four of these points, the one he did 
not share was the first, that "you have 

to condemn man to save him." 
Bishop Arias also expressed his re

luctance to separate mission from evan
gelism, a point pressed by Dr. Stott. 
"You can distinguish between them but 
you cannot separate them," the bishop 
asserted. 

In a subsection on "Confessing Christ 
Today" Australian Methodist evangelist 
Alan Walker remarked that the personal 
versus social aspects of evangelism have 
been debated a long time. "I should 
have hoped that we might be beyond 
that," he said. "The Lausanne Congress 
on Evangelization admitted to the social 
dimension. I hope that we in the WCC 
might find a larger place for personal 
exangelism, and move forward from 
there." 

A tentative draft of the subsection 
report stated, "There remain two notes 
to be sounded. Our methodology must 
have a wholeness of word and deed, 
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suited to the richness of the Gospel and 
the complexity of the situations where 
it must be taken; our urgency must 
match the overwhelming need for whole
ness yet to be shared by over half the 
human family." 

How ARD ROYER 

Religious News Service 
(The February issue will carry an 

analysis of the Nairobi meeting by editor 
Arthur J. Moore. ) 

BOLIVIAN METHODIST AT Wee: 
" THE GOSPEL IS LIKE MANNA" 

Bishop Mortimer Arias, whose Evan
gelical Methodist Church in Bolivia is 
so small that it can hold only associate 
membership in the World Council of 
Churches, told the Nairobi assembly 
that evangelism is "costly and vulner
able-the Gospel is like manna, it can
not be kept. If we do not share it we 
lose it. If we do not use it, it goes stale. 
It has to be given to us, like bread, for 
our daily use." 

One who has led the church in Bolivia 
to identify with the struggles of the 
people, the bishop also stressed that 
evangelism must be "contextual" -it 
must be faithful both to the Scriptures 
and to real people in real contexts. 

"There is only one medium for the 
communication of the Gospel: The 
Christian and the Christian community," 
said Bishop Arias. He stressed that Jesus 
Christ left not only a message to be 
published, but a community with a 
message to be shared. 

"Evangelism is local and it is free : 
It goes from person to person, com
munity to community." 

As a parable, he described Jonathan 
Livingston Seagull and his contempt for 
the "breakfast :Bock" that hovered over 
the fishing boats for food. "What is im
portant is not eating but flying,'' says 
the seagull. 

By contrast, a Bolivian story tells of 
Mallko, a condor living high in the 
Andes who is orphaned when his parents 
are captured by peasants and sold to a 
zoo. Wracked by hunger, Mallko sets 
as his first priority eating and later, if 
he can, flying. 

"What does this tell us about the 
priorities and methods of evangelism,'' 
Bishop Arias reflected. "Can we present 
the Gospel in the same way to the 
members of an American country club, 
the young people of New York's Village, 
and the dying in the streets of Calcutta? 
To whom must we say, 'Man does not 
live by bread alone' And with whom 
must we pray 'give us this day our daily 
bread?'" 

Bishop Arias also stressed in the 

plenary address that evangelism is 
'holistic : The new testament proclama
tion unites sign and word but some 
people announce the word and forget 
the sign. Perhaps our sin of omission is 
to have multiplied the signs in the world 
and forgotten to have spoken the word ." 

In getting on with its mission, the 
church must neither accept all that 
is done under the label of evangel
ism nor go on repeating "the same old 
story in the same old way" as if nothing 
has changed, the bishop declared. or 
dare it fall into guilty resignation or 
frantic activism, he added. "We must 
know how to pray and hope in God, 
and act according to the strength and 
wisdom he gives us. We know only that 
we have been given a command. And 
that the Gospel must be shared. That 
the 'love of Christ obliges us,' that 'it 
is required of us absolutely,' and that 
'we cannot cease to tell what we have 
seen and heard.' " 

wee REPORT 'OVERLOOKED' 
GLOBAL HUNGER PROBLEM 

A serious omission was conceded by 
one of the sections studying key issues 
before the Fifth Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches here. Its report 
"overlooked" the global hunger problem. 

Upon presentation of the report from 
the section on "human development : 
the ambiguities of power, technology, 
and quality of life," a delegate from 
the United States pointed out there was 
only passing mention of food. Several 
others in line to speak were prepared to 
make the same protest. 

Dr. Robert Moss, president of the 
United Church of Christ , observed that 
the one single issue rousing the world's 
conscience is hunger. He urged that a 
new passage be incorporated on food 
concerns. 

The moderator of the section, Mrs. 
Birigitta Hambraeus, readily concurred, 

and the report was returned to the 
section for further work. 

Among other critics of the report was 
Dr. Kenneth Greet, secretary of the 
Methodist Conference in the United 
Kingdom, who drew attention to the 
lack of mention of liquor and its rela
tion to the scarcity of food. 

Vast amounts of grain are used in 
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producing alcohol, he said, pointing out 
that this was an aspect of hunger and 
development often overlooked. He also 
felt that the millions of alcoholics in the 
world should be included with the 
mention of the handicapped. He ex
plained he was not speaking about the 
use of alcohol as a social amenity but 
about its misuse. 

The report in its initial presentation 
to the plenary said the new perspective 
of development includes social justice, 
self-reliance, and growth. As a result, 
it said, Churches should examine pat
terns of ownership and decision-making, 
reject all that oppresses the poor and 
work to release the creative powers of 
people. 

12 DENOMINATIONS JOIN 
IN PRO MOTi NC "WH-EA r• 

(RNS) 

Twelve Churches are planning 35 
seminars on action against hunger in 
1976. 

Working together in WHEAT (World 
Hunger Education Action Together) , 
the twelve plan the ecumenical seminars 
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to train 3,000 denominationally ap
pointed "enablers." In turn, the enablers 
are expected to gain commitments from 
a million of their co-religionists to do 
more than raise money for the hungry. 

Participating are American Baptist 
Churches, American Lutheran Church, 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ ), 
Church of the Brethren, Episcopal 
Church, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North and South America. 

Also, Lutheran Church in America, 
(Southern ) Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S., United Presbyterian Church, Re
formed Church in America, United 
Methodist Church, and United Church 
of Christ. 

Church members will be asked to be 
part of a "covenant fellowship" which 
commits them to five actions: study, 
direct involvement with hunger in local 
communities, advocacy at state and na
tional levels of legislation on food-re
lated issues, financial support, and 
changes in life styles toward less waste
ful food and energy consumption. 

WHEAT is not a fund-raising organi
zation. Those who wish to contribute 
money will be referred to relief agencies 
of their own denominations. 

Cooperating with WHEAT are the 
Interreligious Taskforce on U.S. Food 
Policy, Bread for the World, the Inter
faith Center on Corporate Responsibility 
and other units of the National Council 
of Churches with their own hunger pro
grams. 

Each denomination participating in 
WHEAT will provide staff members for 
some of the seminars, though all are to 
be ecumenical in makeup. Common 
materials and guidelines are to be used. 

Seminars for the first few months of 
1976 are planned for Binghamton, N.Y., 
Aberdeen, S.D., Americus, Ga., Indian
apolis, Ind., Gainesville, Fla., Jackson, 
Miss., and Sacramento, Calif. 

(RNS) 

HICH SCHOOL SURVEY REVEALS 
TEENS INTEREST IN RELICION 

Religion is playing an increasingly 
important role in the lives of "outstand
ing" teenagers, according to the new 
1974-75 national poll of high school 
leaders in the U.S. 

Results of the sixth annual "Who's 
Who Among American High School 
Students" also revealed that students 
polled tend to be less tolerant of drug 
use (other than alcohol), more "puri
tanical sexually," and more "old fash
ioned" in their attitudes toward marriage 
and the women's movement than the 
group surveyed last year. 

A comparison of the attitudes of 

student leaders in the last three or four 
years showed an increasing conservative 
trend in many social and moral issues. 

The latest survey was conducted by 
Who's Who Among American High 
School Students, Northbrook, Ill ., based 
on responses received from 22,000 high 
achievers: They represent 235,000 high 
achievers featmed in the 1975 edition of 
Who's Who. Most participants were high 
school seniors who are now college 
freshmen. 

Of the total sample: 42 per cent were 
male, 57 per cent female, 1 per cent 
gave no answer; 90 per cent Caucasian, 
7 per cent Negro, 3 per cent other; 52 
per cent Protestant, 29 per cent Catholic, 
2 per cent Jewish, 14 per cent other, 2 
per cent no answer; 74 per cent public 
school, 15 per cent private school, 9 per 
cent parochial, 3 per cent no answer; 
19 per cent urban, 34 per cent suburban, 
46 per cent rural small town, 1 per cent 
no answer. 

The section on religion revealed that 
religion has assumed an increasingly 
important role among top 'teens in the 
last three years. The students who be
lieve religion plays a significant role in 
their own moral standards and actions 
increased from 63 per cent in 1972 to 86 
per cent this year. Moreover, 50 per 
cent of this year's outstanding teenagers 
said the role of religion is "very signifi
cant." 

Religion was considered "very signifi
cant" by 57 per cent Protestant, 48 per 
cent Catholic, 26 per cent Jewish and 
37 per cent "other" students. 

The percentage of those who feei 
religion is relevant in our society in
creased from 77 per cent in 1973 to 86 
per cent this year. This year's total 
included 91 per cent Protestant, 88 per 
cent Catholic, 87 per cent Jewish and 
72 per cent other. 

An increasing number are also con
sidering themselves members of or
ganized religions-80 per cent this year, 
compared with 70 per cent in 1972. Of 
those who considered themselves mem
bers of organized religions, 46 per cent 
said it was the result of parental in
fluence; 36 per cent made the choice on 
their own. 

Concerning religious beliefs, 78 per 
cent of the student leaders polled said 
they believed in a personal God or 
Supreme Being. An additional 11 per 
cent believed in a "vital force or spirit 
in the world." Seven per cent were 
unsure of either a personal God or 
Supreme Being and 3 per cent said 
there is no personal God or vital force. 

Expressing belief in a personal God 
or Supreme Being were 84 per cent 
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Protestant, 66 per cent Catholic, 39 per 
cent Jewish, 56 per cent other. Belief in 
a vital force was expressed by 9 per cent 
each of Protestant and Catholic and 17 
per cent each of Jewish and other. 

Questions on drug use revealed an 
increased alcohol use, but increasingly 
negative attitudes toward use of other 
drugs. This year's survey showed 79 
per cent have indulged once or twice 
in alcohol-the same as last year. Over 
one-third say their parents approve of 
their drinking, 17 per cent said parents 
don't know, and 16 per cent say their 
parents disapprove. 

Ninety per cent of student leaders in 
the latest poll said they have never tried 
hard drugs and 73 per cent have never 
tried marijuana. Legalization of mari
juana was supported by 27 per cent of 
high achievers this year, compared with 
42 per cent in 1973. 

Participation in sexual intercourse
which increased steadily from 1970's 
figures of 16 per cent to 29 per cent in 
1974-appears to have reached a pla
teau. The latest poll also showed 29 per 
cent have participated in sexual inter
course, including 25 per cent Protestant, 
29 per cent Catholic, 39 per cent Jewish, 
and 40 per cent "other." 

Marriage is still the favored norm of 
the majority of students. The 89 per cent 
of high achievers who said they planned 
to marry were made up of 92 per cent 
Protestant, 90 per cent Catholic, 83 per 
cent Jewish and "other." 

"Traditional" marriage is favored by 
77 per cent, including 81 per cent Pro
testant, 77 per cent Catholic, 70 per 
cent Jewish, 69 per cent "other." Also 
by 75 per cent of males, 80 per cent of 
females . 

"Trial" marriage was supported by 20 
per cent, including 15 per cent Protes
tant, 21 per cent Catholic, 26 per cent 
Jewish, 27 per cent "other." 

In cases involving an "unwanted preg
nancy," 41 per cent of students polled 
supported abortion. This included 40 per 
cent males, 41 per cent females; 46 per 
cent Protestant, 19 per cent Catholic, 83 
per cent Jewish, 53 per cent "other." 

Abortion was opposed by 56 per cent, 
54 per cent of males, 56 per cent of 
females ; 50 per cent Protestant, 76 per 
cent Catholic, 13 per cent Jewish, 42 per 
cent "other." 

The "Equal Rights Amendment for 
Women" was supported by 63 per cent 
of students polled, including 63 per cent 
male, 64 per cent female; 59 per cent 
Protestant, 65 per cent Catholic, 70 per 
cent Jewish, 72 per cent "other." 

TAMMY TANAKA 

Religious News Service 

NEW ZEALAND METHODISTS 
HEAR FIRST MAORI LEADER 

The New Zealand Methodist Church, 
holding its fast annual conference on a 
Maori "marae" or traditional meeting 
ground, heard a message by its first 
Maori president, the Rev. Rua Rakena. 

Speaking on the theme "Don't tell me, 
show me," Mr. Rakena said in his presi
dential address that the physical setting 
of the conference in a traditional Maori 
environment had accomplished more for 
Maori-Pakeha (Maori-white man) rela
tionship than words could express. 

The conference on the sacred Maori 
grounds fostered an understanding at 
a deeper level than has ever occurred 
before in the history of New Zealand 

Methodism, Mr. Rakena said. 
He said the meeting confirmed that 

Maoris and whites shared common 
values, and noted that a sense of libera
tion prevailed during the conference 
because of this awareness. 

"Far more often than not," Mr. Rakena 
said, "we have remained content merely 
to tell people we care, or that God cares 
for them, rather than getting down to 
the business of really showing them we 
care, and that in and through us, God 
cares." 

The Maori people sensed that Meth
odist representing the Pakeha segment 
of New Zealand society had "shown" 
what for so long they were content to 
"tell" the Maori people from a distance, 

Join The Calcutta 
Milk 

Run 
Dateline: 
Calcutta, 

India 

Each dawn reveals the start of a program to feed thousands of 
undernourished children. On street corners, in courtyards , at 
churches-children gather for a morning meal of milk, 
chapitas and other high protein food . This is love in action . 
A UMCOR project-one of many United Methodist Child 
Support programs-which minister to more than a million 
children each day. In India UMCOR works with CASA 
(Church's Aux iii ary for Social Action) to provide better 
education , medical care, and homes for children and adults. 

Become a part of the daily milk run. 

r· 
I 

--------------~ 212-215-6 I 
Sign up now for the Calcutta Milk Run I 

I 
I 
I 

Name I Clip this coupon 
and mail with Sueet address I 
your check to : 

UMCOR Rm. 1439 Coty State Zip I 
475 Riverside Dr. I New York , N. Y. 10027 Church Annual Conterence I 

L 
The United Methodist Child Support Program is a part ol the world wide minislry ot the Board of Global Ministries, with all .J 

child care 1nstitut1ons approved as Advance Specials. ------------------
New World Outlook • January 1976 49 



Mr. Rak na said. He noted that the 
pro pect of New Zealanders becoming 
"one people" were "very bright" in the 
Methodist Church family. 

The Methodist fortnightly newspaper, 
•ew Citizen, said the conference at 

which the native traditions, etiquette 
and ceremonial were strong, but still 
strange to most Europeans, "stamped in 
the Official annals of Methodist life a 
pride in things Maori, and affirmed more 
clearly than ever before a commitment 
to live out the faith in a multi-cultural 
society." 

In business sessions, the conference 
endorsed a special report on the charis
matic movement, which said the Church 
could be enriched by the movement so 
long as aspects of the spiritual experi
ence "are not held to be universally 
obligatory, exclusive or superior to other 
Christian insights." 

NEW ZEALAND PRESBYTERIANS 
DECIDE TO KEEP " REVEREND" 

The New Zealand Presbyterian 
Church's committee on doctrine has been 
troubled by the title "Reverend." 

It was going to suggest that it be 
dropped, because it was often misused 
and some people regarded it as a barrier 
between ministers and their congrega
tions. 

But, the committee reports, it has 
changed its view because the title is 
governed by custom, not legislation, and 
is much more widespread than the Pres
byterian Church's jurisdiction or in
fluence. 

SOUTH AFRICAN MERCER 
HITS SNAG ON BISHOPS 

Attempts to unite South Africa's An
glicans, Presbyterians, Methodists, and 
Congregationalists have been snagged 
by objections to a system of bishops 
raised by one of the Presbyterian bodies. 

who introduced the resolution, said the 
PCSA decision "took everybody by sur
piise and produced a great deal of dis
may." 

The committee urged the Presbyter
ians to continue to examine the doctrine 
and practice of episcopacy. "We believe 
that such an examination with us and 
other churches may help us all to a new 
understanding of the episcopacy,'' it 
said. "We believe the office of a bishop 
is consistent with a conciliar form of 
government." 

Also involved in the merger plan are 
the United Congregational Church of 
Southern Africa, the Methodist Church, 
the Bantu Presbyterian Church of South 
Africa, and the Tonga Presbyterian 
Church. 

" DOWN -AND-OUTERS" 
WITNESS ORDINATION 

(RNS ) 

Before about 100 down and outers in 
a converted warehouse rescue mission, 
a 32-year-old, Dublin-born onetime Bud
dhist monk was ordained a Christian 
minister. 

The Rev. Douglas Gordon Patrick di
rects the Miami Rescue Mission. One of 
21 children of a Methodist mother and a 
Roman Catholic father, he grew up in 
Detroit. 

The Presbyterian Church of South 
Africa (PCSA) rejected an episcopacy, 
noting that only the Anglicans among • 
the united churches have such a system 
of church government. 

The other four non-Anglican churches 
involved did not object to bishops in a 
united church during their national as
semblies this Fall. 

Reacting to the PCSA resolution, the 
standing committee of the (Anglican) 
Church of the Province of South Africa 
reaffirmed its stand on the episcopacy. 

"The greater part of the Christian 
church, for the greater part of its his
tory, has held episcopacy to be part of 
Christ's purpose for His Church," the 
committee said. 

Bishop Fred Moore of Bloemfontein, 
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RNS Photo 

IRISH LANDSCAPES 
Even the rocks and the country lanes bear 
the markings of strife in Northern Ireland. 
At top, the initials of the Ulster Volunteer 
Force, a militant Protestant group, have 
been painted on a stone at Glenshane Pass. 
Below, British soldiers search a rural area 
after an armored vehicle was blown up by 
an Irish Republican Army landmine, killing 
one and wounding three. 

Mr. Patrick was ordained by four min
isters after a half-hour examination. Dr. 
Frank Jacobs, president of the mission 
and acting pastor of Allapattah Baptist 
Church, said the ordination was the first 
in the mission's history. 

Denied formal education because a 
childhood speech impediment led people 
to believe he was mentally retarded, Mr. 
Patrick plans to study theology at Miami 
Christian College and Graceville Baptist 
Bible Institute. 

Mr. Patrick's youth included several 
brushes with the Jaw. On a judge's ad
vice, he joined the Navy rather than go 
to prison for stealing cars. 

Trained as a medical corpsman, he 
served in Vietnam nearly four years. 
During that time, he spent several 
months in a Buddhist temple training 
to be a monk, the new minister said. 

Mr. Patrick shaved his head, and be
came a vegetarian. After "I told an ad
miral to go fly a kite and got a bad con
duct discharge," he says, he went back 
to D etroit and directed a Buddhist tem
ple there. 

But that got him in more trouble, he 
relates, when police raided the temple 
and arrested some worshippers for using 
drugs. 

After that, he proceeded aimlessly 
around the counhy until April 1974, 
when he wound up in a Chicago flop
house determined to kill himself. A fatal 
dose of tranquilizer pills in hand, he re
calls, he noticed a tract on the floor of 
his room. 

The tract contained the Christian tes
timony of a former Marine lieutenant, 
now a South Carolina youth worker, who 
was gravely wounded in Vietnam. 

"Through his testimony, I found the 
Lord," Mr. Patrick says. 

NAIROBI ASSEMBLY ENDS 
WITH A FREEDOM PRAYER 

"Free us to share together, that 
all may be free" is the prayer lifted 
up in the message to Churches is
suing out of the Fifth Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches. 

Entitled "Invitation to Prayer" 
and taking the form of historic lit
urgy but phrased in contemporary 
language, the message asks the 
member Churches to join in such 
petitions as: 

"Help us struggle to conserve the 
earth for future generations . . . 
Give us courage to share suffering 
when it comes ... Empower us to 
witness to Your Name in all na
tions." 
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