DRUMS
OF WAR

The Continuing Crisis in Rhode ia

This series of penetrating essays edited by George M .
Daniels contribute much to an understanding of Rhodesia' s
turbul ent past and the smoldering struggle of more than five
m ill ion Blacks to achieve government by majority rule in a
regime dominated by less than a quarter million Whites.
" Drums of War is the most complete and comprehensive
summary of the situation in Rhodesia which I have seen ."
Tracey K. Jones, Jr.
General Secretary, Board of Global
Ministries, United Methodist Church
" ... lively and sardonic insights into the struggle for land
and ed ucation , the daily insults, police harassment, and the
heartbreaking search for jobs.... "
Faraiyi Sigauke
Cincinnati Herald

" One of the most thorough presentations of the origin and
development of the Nationalist Movements of Zimbabwe
fo und anywhere .... "
Bishop Ralph E. Dodge
Former United Methodist Bishop of Rhode ia
" An interesting, and often rather effective, mix of primary
sources on Rhode ia and the liberation mo ements, with an
afterword by Congressman Charles Diggs detailing the r c nt
U .S. " ti lt" toward the white-minorit regime ."
Foreign Affairs
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NISSIOM NENO
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission

December, 1975
Angola.
Independence for Angola came on November 11 and the country plunged further into a disastrous civil war fueled by the world powers, especially .the Soviet
Union, but also reportedly including China, Cuba, South Africa, France, Zaire, and
the United States. Divisions caused by the civil war have been reflected among the
members of the United Methodist Church of Angola, but i nformation at this point is
scanty. Retired Bishop and Mrs. Ralph E. Dodge attempted to go to Luanda for the
Independence ceremony but all corrmercial flights had been cancelled. Writing from
Johannesburg, South Africa, Eunice Dodge reported to New World Outlook that 30,000
Angolans have been killed in the past ten months and the Organization of African
Unity is trying desperately to reconcile the heads of the three Angolan parties, all
of whom are Protestants. Angola is considered to be Africa's potentially richest
nation and its most strategically located, she writes. The war has had its effect
on neighboring countries ; in their Christmas letter from Sandoa, Zaire, missionaries
Ken and Carolyn Hammer report that the blowing up of railroad bridges in Angola has
stopped all rail traffic from the coast, causing everything to be in short supply
for our area of the country.
They have not had electricity for months because fuel
is saved for pumping water.
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Relief.
Contributions to Church World Service, the relief and development agency
of the National Council of Churches, showed a significant increase in the first
three-quarters of 1975 over the same period a year earlier. Denominati ons gave
$6,150,000, compared to $3,120,000 in the first nine months of 1974. CROP, the community hunger appeal of CWS, was up from $1 ,185,000 to $1 ,877,000 in cash and material aid from non-church sources. After those figures were compli ed, the United
Methodist Committee on Relief notified CWS of a $2,000,000 gift .
Moratorium.
The United Church of Christ ' s Board for World Ministr i es will set no
moratorium on overseas missionaries, according to Dr. David M. Stowe, executive vice
president of the agency, which supports 300 professionals in 40 countries. In an
address to the board's Fall meeting, Dr. Stowe responded to suggestions that Ameri- ·
can and Western European churches consider a missionary moratorium to insure the indigenous development of Christianity in Africa, Asia and Latin America. The issue,
he said, is "not of closing down mission, but of making it even more effective by
genuine partnership with churches everywhere, each carrying primary responsibility
for mission in its own situation.
11

Missionaries.
A bill that would permit U.S. missionaries and other private citizens
working abroad to register and vote aLsentee in presidential and congressional

elections was approved in November by the House Administration Committee and sent
to the full House of Representatives for action. Passed by the Senate last May,
the measure will extend voting rights to nearly 750,000 Americans.
Women.
The biennial convention of the National Council of Catholic Women called
for study to "discover further ministries in which women's talents will find expression in the building up of the Body of Christ.
While the action did not mention
the ordination of women, it declared that Christ's attitude toward women was one of
"complete acceptance" and recognition of women's talents and "proclaimers of the
Word and models of Christian life.
11
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They Were Right.
The U.S. Department of Defense is planning to shut down the Safeguard anti-ballistic-missile system, the target in 1968 and 1969 of many academic,
religious and congressional critics who said the system would never work. The
critics lost by one vote in 1969 when former Senator Margaret Chase Smith (R.--Maine)
switched her vote at the last minute. After investing $5.7 billion in the ABM, the
Defense Department and the House Appropriations Committee have reached the conclusion that the Soviet Union could easily nullify the Safeguard ABM system by deploying multiple warheads on their missiles, a point which was made by the critics in
1969. Among religious leaders who opposed the ABM in signed statements in 1969
were United Methodist bishops Charles F. Golden, John Wesley Lord, and James K.
Mathews, and Dr. J. Edward Carothers, former Associate General Secretary of the National Division of the Board of Missions. The United Presbyterian General Assemblies of 1967 and 1969 also were on record in opposition to the ABM.
Hunger.
The heads of six American denominations, several United Methodist and Roman Catholic bishops and officials of various Christian and Jewish organizations
have endorsed a proposed congressional resolution declaring the "right to food" to
be U.S. policy. They called on Americans to make an "offering of letters" urging
passage of the measure introduced by Sen. Mark Hatfield (R.-Ore.) and Representative Donald Fraser (D.-Minn.). Every person in this country and throughout the
world has the right ... to a nutritionally adequate diet, the draft resolution
says. The rel.igious endorsement was organized by Bread for the World. Signers include Bishop James Armstrong of the Dakotas and Retired Bishop Ralph Dodge, executive coordinator of the Bishops' Call for Peace and the Self-Development of People;
William P. Thompson, Stated Clerk of the United Presbyterian Church, and the chief
executives of five other denominations. The Rev. William K. DuVal, director of the
United Presbyterian Health and Human Development Program since 1973, is the new
head of that denomination's Hunger program. Created earlier this year, the Hunger
Program is designed to help individuals and congregations attack the food crisis
from several directions, including direct relief, development, education, life-style
modification and the influencing of public policy.
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Land Use.
United Methodist bishops last month unanimously approved a resolution
recommending that the Board of Global Ministries call a "Grain Belt Consultation"
to consider a U.S. agricultural and land use policy which has a global perspective.
The Council of Bishops said the meeting should include representatives of the church
in grain producing states, farmers, agronomists, business leaders, pastors and
1a i ty.

l---------------.
Unemployment.
Dr. Alan Walker, the Australian Methodist evangelist, sai d in a
Charleston, S.C. sermon that U.S. churches should be as "stirred " over the current
level of unemployment as they were over the Vietnam war. "The Christian church
surely has an obligation to arouse the community to the personal tragedy of unemployment and to agitate for action to increase employment opportunity, he told a New
World Mission audience.
11

Soviet Union. Amnesty International, the London-based human rights organization,
has reported that in 1975 the Soviet Union held some 10,000 of its own citizens as
religious and political prisoners. A 154-page document covering the post-Stallinist
period in Russia said the Soviet officials refused to comment on the figures, gleaned
in large part from underground publications. Amnesty International charged that
certain Soviet criminal statutes used to jail dissidents "restrict the exercise of
fundamental human rights.
11

Chile.
The Committee for Cooperation for Peace in Chile (see October NWO, page 41),
an ecumenical group of Christians which in two years has given legal assistance to
over 6,000 persons and has tried to deal with the s·ocial consequences of the military
takeover, has been ordered to dissolve by the Chilean government. Before the final
order was given the government had arrested nine staff people of the Committee, including Fr. Fernando Salas, S.J., and Fr. Patricio Cariola, S.J., representative of
the archbishop. Cardinal Silva has affirmed that the humanitarian work of the committee will go on under the several participating denominations. Church prestige
has never entirely protected the committee from government pressure and harassment
and the latest 1move may indicate the junta's determination to precipitate a head-on
clash with the Catholic Church.
Uruguay.
The new president of the Uruguayan Methodist Church is the Rev. Oscar
Bolioli, a pastor who has also served as the Executive Secretary of the Union of
Latin American Ecumenical Youth.
Ecumenism. Queen Elizabeth ti challenged the Church of England to deepen its relationship w1th other churches at home and abroad. Addressing the seco nd General
Synod of Anglicans in Britain, she said, "I believe the time has come when we have
much to learn from the wisdom and experi ence of our fe l low Christian ~ in other lands. "
... Meanwhile in Tanzania, the Archbishop of Canterbury's car was surro unded by lions
when it bogged down on the road to Nairobi, Kenya Where the World Council of
Churches• Fifth Assembly was convening. Freed by a group of Canadians, Dr. Donald
Coggan reportedly sang the Canadian national anthem as a gesture of appreciation.
Blood.
The Rev. Cecil Hurt of Epworth Winsor United Methodist Church, St. Louis,
recently gave his lOOth pint of blood through a church cooperative plan with the Red
Cross. Five hundred congregations are in the plan, but the American National Red
Cross has appealed to the Health and Welfare Division of the Board of Global Ministries to double the number. The need for whole blood is particularly critical in
the year-end season when volunteers are fewer.
Aging.

Betty J. Letzig, executive secretary of the Office of Coalition for Human De-

velopment in the Board
a two-year term on t he
for Independent Living
independent living for
conmunity settings.

of Global inistries' ational Division, has been elected to
executive conmittee of the ational Voluntary Organizations
for the Aging. The voluntary group is devoted to furthering
older adults in their own homes or in other non-institutional

Korea. After week s of searching for a compro ise, the United ations General Assembly adopted two diametrically opposed resolutions on the political future of Korea.
One, considered pro -West, favors the dissolution of the U. . Conmand in Korea, pro viding a new mechanism can be found to replace the 1953 Armistice Agreement. The
other, backed by Co unist nations, advocated the end of the U. . Conmand and
si multaneo us wi thdrawal of all foreign troops from Korea. It would leave future
arrangements to orth Korea and the U.S. Both sides in the Korea debate clai med
victory following passage of the resolutions (For reactions to the U.. measure
equating Zionism to racism, see page 50.)
A program with an estimated price tag of $15,000,000 per year has been
to the United ethodist Church as a means of overcoming the "crisis of
Proposed by a 30 member task force set up by the Gen the ethnic minority church.
eral Council on Mini stries, the program puts heavy emphasis on training for ethnic
inisters and laity, evangelism, youth work and support for ethnic worship traditions.
he funds envisioned would come from reordered national board and conference budgets
and "new money.
11
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The !!.UL Apple.
The ew York financial cr1s1s has had a serious effect on the 557 bed ethodist Hospital of Brooklyn, which receives about 20 percent of its budget in
Medicaid payments. Through ovember 8 the hospital was $160,000 behind in its edi caid receipts. The hospital ' s administrator, r. Don Rece, says that any failure to
receive payment could mean sharp reductions in services and staff at the hospital,
which last year had more than 173,000 patient days. The ew York annual conference
of the United ethodist Church issued a statement deploring "the impact which this
crisis already has had on the poor in ew York City and (registering) our deep dis tress over the apparent lack of concern as evidenced by the derogatory references to
ew York City made by officials in Washington. "
Vi etnam.
Representatives of several religious groups, including the United Presbyterian Ch rch and the United ethodist Board of Church and Society, testified before
a Hou se of Representatives subconmittee in support of a bill to end an embargo on
U.S. trade with orth and South Vi etnam. That embargo has hampered shipments of
hu anitarian aid. The Rev. Donald J. Wilson, coordinator of United Presbyterian
health, education and social justice mini stries, told the House International Trade
and Co erce Subconmittee that governmental actions whi ch hinder church groups from
providing aid to the needy are an infringement of the free exercise of religion. Dr.
Herman ill, UM Board of Church and Society, said the U.S., should "move quickly to
build new relationships with t he people of Indochina.
11

~ EDITORIALSbJ
America and the C. I.A . ...
The unanimous and massive report
by Senator Church's committee investigating the activities of the Central Intelligence Agency are the most disturbing revelations in our national life since
the summer of the Watergate hearings.
President Ford evidently believes these
revelations are bad for American public
relations for he sought to bar the report's publication, but his theologicalminded son could have told him that
confession is good for tl1e national soul.
As with Watergate, the important question remains: what steps will be taken
at the highest levels of national policy
to assure that these shocking practices
are not repeated?
With Senator Church's report the
rumours and charges that have been
known in some circles for years have
become established fact. Under presidents of both political p arties the government's arm of foreign intelligence
engaged in covert plots to assassinate
foreign leaders. By no standard of international morality is such a policy justified, and it is absolutely outrageous in a
country which reveres constitutional
processes of law and order. Cloak-anddagger vigillantism and the criminal underworld are not supposed to be the accomplices of national policy.
The report goes out of its way not to
implicate the presidents directly, though
at one point it says that "there was a
reasonable inference" that President
Eisenhower might have authorized the
operation against Patrice Lumumba of
the Congo. But the image of all the
presidents, especially Kennedy and his
brother Robert, has undoubtedly been
tarnished. From 1960-1965 a total of
eight separate plots, some highly bizarre, were directed against Cuban
premier Fidel Castro, and it is difficult
to believe these plots were not known
at the highest levels. Of the four leaders who were killed, the fact that none
was killed by direct CJ.A. action is
certainly irrelevant; the nationals who
performed the dirty work had the encouragement and support of the CJ.A.
One of the leaders, General Rene
Schneider Chereau, Chief of Staff in the
government of Dr. Salvador Allende of
Chile, was an avowed constitutionalist
who firmly believed in civilian control
of the military. There are few generals
who really believe that around the

world, but Chile had one as Chief of
Staff and our CJ.A. thought he should
be "removed."
The United States is not unique in
stooping to this abhorent method of
conducting foreign policy. The Dominican dictator Rafael Trujillo, the object
of one of the CJ.A. plots, had himself
financed an assassination attempt against
the President of Venezuela. No one
thinks of the Soviet Union as a paragon
of virtue in this regard (and it strains
the imagination to think of the Soviets
releasing a report like this ) .
But as the Church committee points
out, the United States must not adopt
the tactics of the enemy. "Means are as
important as ends. . . . Each time the
means we use are wrong, our inner
strength, the strength which makes us
-free, is lessened." It is a lesson that
must be learned.

. . . and Eldridge Cleaver
In the same week in which Senator
Church released his committee's report
a native son returned after seven years
of not-so-riotous living in the far out
countries of Cuba, Algeria and France.
Eldridge Cleaver is not the classic
Prodigal Son (when he left the country
there was little of his "inheritance" he
could command) but there is no doubt
he has changed his tune since he was
information director of the Black Panther Political party. In those days he
was writing (as he did in Soul on Ice
in 1968 ) such lines as: "We shall have
(our manhood ) or the earth will be leveled by our attempts to gain it."
But now, having seen that the grass
isn't greener elsewhere and feeling that
America "has changed," since then, he
writes as follows: "With all its faults,
the American political system is the
freest and most democratic in the world.
The system needs to be improved, with
democracy spread to all areas of life,
particularly the economic. All of these
changes must be conducted through
our established institutions. . . ." This
may b e described, in biblical terms, as
"corning to himself," even though it
falls slightly short of "Father, I have
sinned against heaven. . . ." (On the
other hand, the FBI agents who met
him at Kennedy airport didn't exactly
slay a fatted calf for his return.) We
hope the system Mr. Cleaver now admires will live up to his expectations

and grant him his proper day in court.
In the meantime, his appraisal of America has an authority all its own.

Christmas is not Synecdoche
With the publication of Senator
Church's report Americans have a new
fad word to describe what Christmas is
not. The story of Christmas is not synecdoche.
Synecdoche (pronounced sin-NECKdoe-key) is a rhetorical shortcut in
which a complicated situation is referred to as briefly as possible or in
which certain phrases are deliberately
used so that what is exactly meant can
never quite be pinned down. An example was the reference in a 1960 meeting of a subcommittee of the National
Security Council to "direct positive action" against Fidel Castro. The phrase
could mean many things, and that's the
way people wanted it .
Not so St. Luke, who pins down
God's greatest operation precisely in an
insignificant province of the Roman empire when the Emperor wanted to improve the efficiency of his Internal
Revenue Service. In his own way, St.
John is equally specific, declaring without qualification, "The Word became
Flesh." Only St. Mark, the first gospel
writer, skips the incarnation in his impatience to get into the story.
Still more specifics follow: a peasant
man named Joseph, a peasant woman
named Mary, a place called Bethlehem,
"a manger, because there was no room
for them to lodge in the house," shepherds on the hillside, an angelic choir
( the first item open to several interpretations ), an old man in the temple
named Simeon, an old woman named
Anna, a maniac named Herod, a desperate flight to a place called Egypt.
Other ancient religions had, a concept of an incarnate and suffering god,
but they placed the story in a mythical
setting and time. It is impossible to miss
the meaning of the gospel writers: the
One Whom the Church later defined
as both perfect in His manhood and
perfect in his Divinity was not a figure
of legend or vague inspiration but a
concrete and actual Person who appeared at a specific time and place. The
question the evangelists put to the human race is just this: how do you respond to this Event, to the Baby in the
manger and the Man he became?

8
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hristmas is a day of undeclared truce in prison.
The administrative hierarchy of the institution
neglects to pursue the
daily inquisitions and there's a lifting of administrative law. A sense of
freedom fills the cells and the cellblocks because of this day but it
doesn't mean more than a day of
freedom. Everyone realizes the
cause.
The guards and administrators
share a common thought on this occasion. Call it guilt or pity or conscience, every man who keeps his
brother in chains feels this emotion
on this holy day. For this twentyfour hour period all prisoners are
freed of the oppressive weight of
administrative regulations. It's as if
this day of liberalism acts to erase
the inhumanities of the previous
year. The guards are offering this
day in their humble and plain gesture of confession and inwardly
pray for forgiveness before their
God.
The institution is an undeclared
open city. Travel and open communication is allowed and encouraged.
When the cell doors are first
opened at 6 :30 A.M. it's a big
city attitude of hustle and bustle.
The guards have stepped aside for
the self-government of the day and
they realize a day of community
festivities has arrived . They leave the
cellblock areas and congregate in
their meeting spots for their brand
of community celebration and festivity. It' s Christmas for them also
and they are lonely for the social
contacts and emotions we are so
desperate for. They would rather be
home with their families than keeping their brothers and it reflects in
the attitudes they present. To them,
the guards, their celebration coincides with the actual meaning of
Christmas because they believe they
give us the gift of freedom.
It's somewhere in the early morning hours of this day that the first
abuses surface. When the first realization of administrative freedom is
reached there's a community period
of inner conflict. To be the beast
or to be the man is the conflict
each prisoner faces. The holiness

a

Bill Collins is an inmate at the Southern
Ohio Correctional Facilities at Lucasville, Ohio.

of the day ought to have some influence on the decision but unfortunately it doesn' t. Every anger,
every bitterness, every hatred and
every suppressed emotion of the
past year literally explodes before
the onslaught of men trying to overcome the year's suppression in sixteen hours. Men try everything possible to rid themselves of the
humiliations
and
shame
and
stripped pride of the year past. The
procession begins just after breakfast and it builds into a stupefying
crescendo throughout the day.
The first movement of the crescendo is the small paper bag of
hard candy at breakfast. The guards
and administration expect miracles
for their kindness. They have huge
stacks of the small bags waiting on
tables as we exit past the serving
steam tables during our exit from
the dining hall. They all laugh and
smile and make a real effort to be
polite as they give us each one small
bag of candy. " Merry Christmas"
rings again and again as each prisoner passes the table and picks up
his morning gift. It seems a contradiction. These same guards who
have beat the prisoners as they
scream and pray for mercy are now
the ones who hand out early morning gifts. Jesus makes strange bedfellows!
As soon as the prisoners leave
the dining hall the rush is on . The
ending of breakfast announces the
opening of the casino and there
usually is a heavy business even at
this early hour. Each cellblock has
a casino where gambling is open
and organized and this is the first
real thing to mark the coming of
the beast during this day. Many of
the men don't bother going to
breakfast and they simply bypass the
meal for the general vices of the
day which are then being organized.
With the bag of candy in their possession most of the men hastily
transfer this candy into coin of the
realm and flock to the gaming tables. The bag of candy sells for a
pack of cigarettes and the cigarettes
are coin of the poker and dice tables. It's a business to gamble and
many prisoners engage in the business.
Shortly after the last of the men
have been fed the morning meal
the spirit of the season is again
forced upon the prisoners by the

Bill Collins

administrative policy. More of the
guards bring cases of cigarettes to
every cellblock and they pass every
cell and distribute a pack of cigarettes and two cigars per man to
each cell. A frantic rush is made
by most inmates to barter these
items for more needed items . Coffee, sugar, tea, cream , stamps or
any of the uncountable items
needed or wanted by every individual is sought and traded for
the gift of cigarettes. As soon as
this has been done it seems sooner
or later every able bodied prisoner
appears at one of the gaming tables
to try his hand at the odds. Throughout the year open and mass gambling is strictly prohibited and there
is a rush to make up for the year's
loss.
For t he past two years I've made
the pilgrimage to the gaming tables
with the rest of the prisoners but
my jo urney was one of curiosity. I
wanted to see these men happy
because happiness eludes most of
them throughout the year. Watching them with the dice or the cards
in their hands and watching their
faces and bod ies contort and distort I always see something lacking.
This happiness isn ' t a full thing, it' s
partial. Something higher is missing.
I believe I see what' s missing. He
was born on this day. I see Him
hanging on a cross, broken and
bleed ing, in agony, forgiving His
enemies. He' s here watching these
broken and bleeding· prisoners gamble in celebration of His gift to mankind . What' s missing is the understanding that any of these men
could turn to Him today and also
be forgiven .
A hour or so after the cigarettes
and cigars are given out there's anoth er new sight. The male prostitutes surface. It usually takes them
a bit lo nge r to arrive due to the
make up and finery they di splay to
encoura ge customers. All the " ladies" in the institution use this day
to fulfill long hidden passions and
10
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also as a day to procure a steady
stream of readily paying customers.
Cohabitation among prisoners is
strictly forbidd en but this day it is
accepted and overlooked. The working prostitutes and the others who
come out on this day add to the
inclusive consciousness of the prison
and adds more fuel to the fire of
liberation . Because the prisoners can
seemingly violate the all-powerful
adminisfrative law on this day they
draw no lines and have no boundaries in the open violations.
Any and all drugs become worth
the gold and frankincense and
myrrh the man-child was given.
Drugs are used openly and with
abandon . A brutal black market begins with the opening of the doors
in the morning. It' s the thing to do.
Get " high" and be a part of the
freedom. It's a sign of recognition
and everyone wants to be recognized amid the open air of freedom. This is another different thing
from the year' s daily routines. On
Christmas everything is open to all
eyes. There' s nothing secretive or
hidden from anyone by anyone and
evervone strives to be remembered.
Outl~ndish costumes, staggering and
reeling bodies, drunkenness-look
at me, remember me!
Violence comes with the increased openness. One sees several
violent confrontations among the
prisoners in the length of the day.
A sudden fist, a sudden knife, sudden blood and you're treated to
more season ' s joy. The freedom
doesn 't reduce or eliminate the desperate tensions of daily life. This
freedom only serves to increase the
pent-up fury, an innate fury, the
prisoners maintain .
Church services are held in the
evening . The services usually begin around 7:00-7 :30 P.M. Everyone' s at the gaming tables or huddled in their small groups and
cliques talking and having fun . The
public address system rudely cuts
off all conversations with the an-
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nouncement: "Protestant services
are now being held in the large
chapel for those who wish to attend ."
For those who wish to attend .. .
I go to share a quiet moment,
to get away from the insanity, but
it seems others wish to attend for
other reasons. I realize the church
is a community meeting ground , a
prison meeting ground. Lovers in
the back pews kissing. Many of the
prostitutes congregating in the entrance lobby trying to solicit customers. Drug dealers sitting in the
pews making deals and exchanging money and drugs. Many of the
gamblers meeting and talking, bets
being made, debts being collected.
Rival gang and clique leaders and
members discussing the latest political developments within the institution add to the unreal scenes.
One faint sign glimmers reminding
me of a real reason and meaning
for this service on this day. In the
very front pews, the first rows, there
are four or five old men . Older
pri soners, all with 'twenty or more
years of prison life behind them ,
have come to the service to worship. These few old men, old but
true believers, are the only members of this motley congregation
who truly wish to attend.
The minister is powerless in his
church and realizes this. He speaks
directly to the old men as he gives
the sermon and performs the rites.
It's as if both minister and congregation have disavowed the existence
of one another. Seeing this powerlessness sadly discourages me. I rise
from my seat and try to quietly leave
the church for it' s not my idea of a
house of God.
It's late, close to the 9 :30 P.M .
lockup, so I drift back to my cell.
Nothing' s changed! As I'm reading
the chapter of John I remember the
four old men in the front pews
that evening. Four men out of seventeen hundred men are the only
ones who wished to attend . •
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n certain days the
question goes around
among us, " What did
you get for Chri stmas?" We should like
to vary that question just a bit and
ask, " What did you get from Christmas?" The aftermath of the first
Christmas is described thus : " And
the shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all the things
that they had heard and seen ." How
wel I do our post-Christmas feelings
match theirs? How well do the postChristmas feelings of children in a
" home for children " match the joy
of the shepherds. If the radiance
of Christmas comes only from
lighted candles or a gift under a
tree, then it is bound to dim as
time removes us farther from our association of friends who made merry
with us in the days of our health
and affluence. If ever it behooves
us to find the inner and deeper
secrets of this holy season , that time
is now.
The gift most precious to a child
cannot be slipped into a stocking
or placed under a tree on Christmas Eve. Unlike other gifts, hard
knocks w ill not break it, they only
make it stronger. This gift in its
richest form need not be described
or even stressed , for the feeling of
it gives living a warmth which generates confidence and power. It has
a miraculous quality that even the
poorest parent can bestow upon his
child. This precious gift is love.
We who devote our lives to the
care and nurture of children living
away from their own families are
constantly confronted with a dismal
array of disappointed and unhappy
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Clayton E. Nordstrom is executive director and the Rev. Dick Bowman is chap ·
lain at Fred Finch Youth Center in
Oakland, California , which is a comprehensive treatment center for children
with serious social, emotional and psychiatric disturbances .

The most precious gift to a child is love. Whether it is supplied by their own parents,
as in the case of this blind boy and his mother (above) or by staff persons in a children's home, no greater gift is possible.

chi ldren who have been deprived
of love. Too often we have seen
Christmas and other days of the year
pass with many a child severely depressed by the fact that his parents
did not love him . Fear and mistrust become a part of the life of
such a child . He withdraws into a
state of detachment or he may strike
out against o thers through hostile
attacks, destructive behavior, or delinquent acts. For the boy or girl
living in an institution , Christmas
may too often be only a time for a
cruel reminder of an unhappy
home. On the other hand , Christmas provides an opportunity to
bring greater meaning into the lives
of chi ldren li ving in a children ' s
home and an opportunity for all
persons who care to receive a gift
of joy that comes only through sharing with others.
Th e war mth of this holy season
12
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is the glow which comes from getting back to the simple and gen uin e
things after being immersed in the
artifice and pretense of what we
call society. It is the glow which
comes from the eagerness of children . It is the glow which comes
from emptying our hearts of envy
and greed so that the spirit of love
and good will may hold sway. At
Christmas we come a little nearer
than at any other time to that good
will which God meant for us to
exercise at all times. At Bethlehem
the best in us is born again . Yes,
if we really catch the spirit of this
holy season , a new being is born
in us . We can have Bethlehem in
our own hearts. We ca n glorify God
in words and song.
The essential connection between
the Glory of God and peace toward
men is the great truth of the world ;
and that is the truth which Solomon
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sets forth with these striking words
that " the spi rit of man is the candle
of the Lord ." The picture which the
words suggest i5 very simple. An
unlighted candle is standing in the
darkness and someone comes to
light it.
A year ago there came to our
home for emotionally disturbed
children an unhappy and mysteriously withdrawn , yet beautiful little
girl, who, for many months was seen
standing in her bedroom , beside her
desk in her school room, and in the
dining hall day in and day out beca use she felt she could not sit
down . She seemed to struggle with
the hope that some day her being
would be lighted . The same little
girl who stood day in and day out
did not utter a word to anyone for
two yea rs because she was afraid
to talk, to reveal her feelings-again
hoping that her being would be
lighted from another being. Can we
not see, with such a picture clear
before us, what must be meant when
it is said that one being has the
potential to be a candle to another
being? There are in our residential
treatment program staff persons rich
in character whose influence runs
everywhere. Our resident children
cannot talk with them without being shown a rich character full of
feeling and thought.
Our once mysterious little girl ' s
life was lighted from life. She now
talks and sits with her residential
family. She laughs, she enjoys, she
lea rns and she gives. She has responded to the love, care and understanding of others.
Above all the pictures of life-of
what it means, of what may be
made out of it, there stands out of
this experience a young human spirit
with the gift that comes the burning of the light that came from
that very first Christmas. No greater
gift is possible and none more in
the spirit of Christmas than to give
love to childre n and to teach them
to love others. •
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hristmas in a hospital has
both its joys and its sorrows.
For weeks before Chri stmas Day
the pace begins to quicken . A festive spirit spreads through the lobbies, corridors, and patient rooms
as hospital staff members take special pride in the decorations on each
floor and in each nursing unit.
Carolers of all ages arrive long
before Christmas and begin to fill
the air with music.
At many hospitals even Santa
makes a preview appearance. An
aura of excitement settles over the
pediatrics unit early on the day
when he is scheduled to arrive .
Patients, parents, nurses and doctors alike grow restless as the time
of his arrival draws near. Then
someone detects the sound of his
jingle bells " away far off" -and
soon he arrives-just as he always
appears. The children gaze in awe
as he gives them each a gift selected
specially for them. He even knows
the names of their brothers and
sisters and lots of special little things
about each of them. Who could
doubt that Santa is " for real"?
As Christmas Day approaches,
more and more of the patients
return to their homes to spend
Christmas with their families . By
Christmas Eve only those who are
seriously ill remain in the hospital.
They are usually not bitter ; they
seem to accept that this is the best
place for them to be.
Christmas Day: itself is a quiet,
peaceful time. The chaplains visit
each and every patient to extend
the blessings of Christ and Christmas. Meals for patients are specially
planned as traditional holiday feasts
-and each tray is decorated with
Christmas favors made and donated
by church circles and Brownie
troops.
Carol Brown is on the staff of the Methodist Hospital Foundation in Madison,
Wisconsin .
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Carol Brown

All of the hospital employees
who must work- and there are
many such as doctors, nurses,
hou sekeeping and maintenance people, dietary employees, and lab and
X-ray technicians- try their best
to make Christmas a joyous time
for their patients and themselves.
Trays of Christmas cookies and candies are brought from home to
share with each other.
The mornin g is quiet in the Em ergency Room ; it seems as if everyone throughout the city is busy with
worship services and opening gifts
and devouring Christmas feasts.
.Sometimes the activity here picks
up in the afternoon as some peo-

pie-especially the little ones-get
too much excitement or too many
goodies.
And , what could be more tragic
than the loss of a loved one on
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day?
It co uld be a car accident or a
coronary. The hospital sees these
things, too, and feels all of these
emotions.
To those who are patients and to
those who are on duty, the hospital is " home" on a holiday. For
those who work in a hospital , there
is the joy of knowing that they are
living the Christmas spirit on Christmas Day. •

"All of the hospital employees who must work ... try their best to make Christmas
a joyous time for their patients and themselves."

have three churches and the Methodists seven-with a membership
totaling approximately 4,500.
The churches are growing to meet
the influx of newcomers (which includes a large group of Orientals
and Spanish-speaking peoples, many
of them Cubans who began to come
after the revolution). Some churches
are reorganizing like the Catholic
diocese which in June formed the
new parish of Holy Family in Clark
County to serve 26,000 people ;
some are adding space like Zion
United Methodist Church which extended its building on the black
west side to accommodate more
than the 160 children of black
working mothers it now serves; and
some are adding services like First
Presbyterian Church which now has
a Sunday service for some in the
Las Vegas Korean community of

1,000.
The religious community is remarkably ecumenical. "Even the
Mormons participate in religious
events," says the Rev. Joseph Kohn,
cantor of Temple Beth Sholom, the
largest of two Hebrew synagogues
in the city. "I've preached in every
church in this town, and I belong
to the Clark County Ministerial Association along with several Catholic priests. At our own temple we
have a non-racial, non-denominational summer camp for 300 children and a winter nursery school
for 250. (A large number of both
Protestant and Catholic churches
also maintain day-care centers or
nursery schools.)
There is ecumenical support for
a number of city-wide social action projects to better the lot of
the poor, indigent transient help,
aid to Gamblers Anonymous, the
Drug Abuse Council, and Suicide
Prevention (since Las Vegas' suicide rate is seven times higher than
the national average).
The churches have considerable influence-politically, philosophically and socially-the Mormons,
perhaps,
having
the
greatest.
Mormons
settled
Las
Vegas
(which means "the meadows") before the Union Pacific came through
in 1854. Railroaders overran the settlement, bringing in liquor and prostitution and beginning a gambling
operation with the local Paiute Indians. Mormons, who are against
drinking, smoking and gambling,

lived with a situation which grew to
legendary but illegal proportions
until depression days when Nevada
legalized gambling and the tourist
industry began to flourish .
Though Mormons have strict temple ordinances against " serving sin
to the people" they believe a man
has a right to earn a living. "Dealers, pit bosses, floor men, cocktail
waitresses and bartenders can't be
Mormons," says Dr. Sam Davis,
president of the largest "stake" in
Las Vegas. " But a gardener, a secretary, or a maid, working in a hotel
where there is gambling would not
be censured. Direct ownership of
a gambling house or hotel would
be censured . But if one owned into
a conglomerate, a corporation, a
mixture of stock-we don't slice it
that thin."
Mormons are good businessmen ,
hold many important political po-

s1t1ons in the city, and have sufficient influence to affect legislation .
They defeated the Equal Rights legislation thi s year, according to former Mayor Oran Gragson , because
of their belief that men and women
hold distinctly different positions
in God' s sight.
Catholics and Mormons are together on some things : they agree
that there should be no sex education in the schools, no divorce and
no abortion law. Though people
from out of state come into Las
Vegas to establish six-week residence for divorce and citizens can
be divorced overnight, though prostitution is illegal in only two counties in Nevada, residents usually feel
compelled to go out of state for
abortions.
Mormons take care of their own
-maintaining welfare farms (no
Mormon is on public welfare), and

The extremes in las Vegas are shown by this glittering casino and the headquarters of Operation life, which serves welfare families.

The foyer of an old hotel, taken over by Operation Life. Welfare families are served by a health clinic, a swimming pool, a
nearby library and free lunches for children.

nurturing fa mily life through a Monday-night tradition wh ich has even
extended into the jails, wh ere prisoners are released to spend the evening with vi siting wives and children .
The definition of what is their
" own" however, has strange limits.
Anyone can be a Mormon (and
there are Indian and Chicano wards
in Las Vegas) but no black can enter
the temple or receive th e priesthood . Blacks, according to the Book
of Mormon, bear the mark of Cain ;
and until God in His good time
deals with them , theY) mu st carry
the curse. " Nonetheless we are
aga inst disc rimination ," says Dr.
Davis. " The night before the bus
boycott in 1973, we had a priesthood meeting. There was no discu ss ion of the matter, bu t before
the evening w as over, I said , 'Tomorrow my boy will be on the bu s'
and Mormons suppo rted bu si ng."
The prej udi ce, howeve r, is inst itutionalized, and its so cial impl ication s are incalculable in a ci ty wh ere
bl acks were brought in to do manual labor for the Union Pacific railroad crew s, and con t inu ed to come
up from the South to scrub the

to ilets and cl ean the hote l roo ms in
this massive resort area .
Onl y 15 years ago no black person was anything but a porter o r
j anitor in Las Vegas. Th e fact! that
the picture has ch anged and is
changing rapidly has to do in part
w ith the churches-which have pro vided leadership and suppo rt for
institutions and movemen ts effecting the changes.
Whe.n in 1960 the Nati o nal Association for th e Advancement of Col ored people (NAACP) went to w o rk
to obtain j o bs for bl acks, it had a
lon g chu rc h trad ition behind it.
Every pres id ent in irs 47-yea r history
had been pas tor o f a ch urch, its
support had com e fro m chu rches
and its m eeti ngs had been held in
th em.
O ne o f the prime movers in the
bette r-job movement was the Rev.
Ma ri o n Benn ett. Ea rl y in 1960, Bennett had co me to pastor Zion
Uni ted Meth od ist Chu rch in the
bl ack com m un ity o n the west side
w here 40,000 blacks l ived in w hat
was then a t ight ghetto (today some
whi tes are moving in with t he
bla cks and any bl ack ca n move anyw here in th e city his money will

take h im) . Bennett was not only the
fi rst th eologically trained minister in
the co m munity, he was also one of
the fi rst co ll ege-trained leaders in
the co m munity. He persuaded his
b rothers and sisters (all college
gradu ates) to join him in Las Vegas.
Benn ett, who was to serve three
te rm s as president of the NAACP
did m uch of the actual legwork in
th e beginning to obtain better jobs
by approaching compani es like
J. C. Penney, Sears and Vegas Village
who were the first to hire truck drivers, clerks and stockmen . But the
big hotels and gaming casinos used
no black dealers or cocktail waitresses, yet thi s is where the higher
paying jobs were. The NAACP sued
and won a consent degree--fo r
every three whites, one black was to
be hired . Now the aim is to see 12.5
per cent blacks in all places.
" When one or two bl acks are
hired others be lieve th ey ca n also
app ly for a job-it starts a chai n
reaction ," says Benne tt. As opportunities opened up, mor~ co ll egetrained blacks began to settle in
Las Vegas.
In 1964, Cranford Crawfo rd, a
trained case wo rker fro m Texas
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Southern University, migrated north
and se ttled on the black west side ,
joi ning the Zion Church . Six years
later the National Division of the
Board of G lobal Ministries of the
United Methodist Church attached
Cranford Crawford to Zion as a
Black Community Deve loper. BCD 's
are funded where pastors of particular ability believe that work in
the community should be done
which they do not have time to do.
Crawford tackled problems of employment, housing, consuming and
contracts.
In 1972 Bennett and Crawford ran
for the Nevada State Assembly and
both were elected-the second and
third black men elected to public
office in the state. Bennett was appointed to the chairmanship of the
Health and Welfare Committee-a
job which rarely goes to a freshman assemblyman . " We are now
able to lock down in law the gains
made through picketing and marching," says Bennett.
The climate for change was
created by events in the late '60's
which grew out of deepening contrasts. In part of the ghetto there
were no paved roads or street
lights, yet blacks working The
Strip passed under electric signs
hundreds of feet high . In the hotel
kitchens they prepared every delicacy known to man and went home
to neighborhoods where people
were hungry. Prior to the 1973 State
Assembly, a family of four received
at most $167 on welfare. Unemployed or partially employed husbands were not encouraged to stay
home, since their status made the
family ineligible for welfare . Welfare payments were cut back if a
child in the family tried to carry
papers or cut lawns. If a son or
daughter was flunking in school ,
payments were reduced . If a man
became disabled there was no aid
at all for his family.
In April, 1959, welfare recipients
protested to the State Assembly.
Their spokesperson, Ruby Duncan
-an uneducated but vocal angry
black woman and the mother of
seven-was subsequently elected
president of the Clark County Welfare Rights Organization . Three
years later, when the State Welfare
Administrator challenged half the
welfare recipients as frauds, Mrs.
Duncan led welfare mothers and
the i r children on a march out to
18

[ 538]

The Strip and into Circus Circus
Casino where they sat down and
ordered a large dinner.
The demonstration was supported by civic and church groups
- the Women ' s Division of the
Board of Global Ministries. of the
United Methodist Church giving
$5,000 to support the National Welfare Rights Organization's claims
that many grants were illegally reduced or terminated through procedural violations. Challenged in
court, the State Welfare Department could prove only two per
cent of the welfare cases cheating.
Opening up the welfare issue to
the public revealed inequities and
led to laws which removed many.
It also led to the formation of several new groups : Operation Life,
deve loped by Mrs . Duncan to help
welfare mothers with health , educational and recreational facilities ;
and Poor People Pulling Together
(PPPT) organized by another black
woman , Erma O ' Neil , to help welfare recipients with housing, and
new home owners with management problems.
A third group was formed following a poverty workshop held by
United Methodist Church Women
in February, 1970. Volunteers started
a breakfast program for poor school
children which caught the imagination of other church and civic
groups. Within six months a HELP
committee (Help Expand School
Lunch Programs) was documenting
the exten t of hunger among Clark
County children , interviewing legislators, and locating potential sources
of support. In 1971 when promising developments ground to a halt,
the Legal Aid Society filed a classaction suit against the State Board
of Educatio n on behalf of a dozen
children.
Settled out of court, the suit
brought about what is widely recognized as the most successful
school lunch project in the U.S.
Every needy child in the county is
given a hot lunch-the cost shared
equally by the federal and state
governments.
Operation Life continues the
feeding through the summer by
providing bag lunches for children
whose health has improved during
the winter months.
Along with hunger, housing becomes an increased problem to the
poor during this time of recession
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and inflation . Unemployment in Las
Vegas is officially 11 per cent but
actually closer to 16 per cent according to the Economic Opportunity Board . Many poor people
are having trouble meeting their
mortgage
payments, and
PPPT
through its Home Ownership Maintenance Education (HOME) serves
as liaison between the mortgagee
and the federal government. Brother Bob Brady of the Catholic Franciscan Center works with men who
have lost their jobs to help them
devise possible ways to budget part
payments.
Franciscans are involved in much
of the work with poor people. The
Center began when Father Louis
Vitale came to Las Vegas from a
teaching job at Berkeley to finish
a doctorate in sociology and stayed
on at the invitation of Father Benjamin Franzinelli , the rector of the
new parish , Holy Family.
Vitale and Franzinelli became
leaders of two branches of Catholic

The varied faces of Las Vegas. At the Franciscan Center, director Father Louis
Vitale washes dishes, Father Larry Dunphy waits to dry (opposite page). The
staff of the Center eats together (top). Mrs. Ruby Duncan, founder of
Operation Life (left); Hank Greenspun, publisher of the Las Vegas Sun
(center); Mayor William Briare, on his first day in his office (right).

work: Franzinelli , stabili zed by the
parochial system , continued to be
leaven among the Catholics . Vitale
took the Center in the direction of
social action and concerns, stayi ng
away from the structural church.
Bringing in younger men and
women from the west coastCathol ic workers trained or in
training, he bought two hou ses on
the black west side and set up a
living
arrangement
co mmunal
where celibate persons without
family responsibilities could live on
about what it would cost a family.
While they went through the process of identifying with poor people, trying to empower them, they
rented office space downtown
from the Catholic Welfare Services
and began to relate to the centers
of power. Working from both directions, they hoped to " conscientize" the city.
Catholic Welfare Services had
been doing excellent institutional
work for years-with children in
the day-care center, with the handicapped, with girls on parole, unwed
mothers, and senior citizens, serving as a vehicle for matching 12,000
of them each year with jobs.
The Franciscans (in reality, this
means some Franciscans, several
Dominicans, a sister of St. Joseph of
Carondolet) and some lay persons
broke out of the institution to do
new kinds of work: they helped
start ".Alternatives to Welfare"
which meant "Improvement in
Welfare" as it helped welfare mothers talk and attached whites sympathetic to their problems. One
sister became Human Resources
Chairman with the League of
Women Voters, another with the
PTA ; another began educational TV
workshops for the black poor. The
Center attached people to Operation Life and PPPT, and one young
man living in the communal apartments has been working with black
teenagers living nearby, though he
himself is not black (none of the
dozen or so personnel attached t.o
the Fran cisca n Center is black) .
Today the Franciscans continue
their social action work at the same
time they are finding ways to arc
back into institutional programs.
(Father Vitale himself was recently
appointed assistant pastor of St.
James Church in West Las Vegas .)
Some are helping illegal aliens obtain papers, are conducting educa20
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tional campaig ns regarding farm
workers and the lettuce/ grape/
Gallo boycott, are doing adoption
stud ies, counseling, and senior
companion work with Catholic
Welfare Services. Others are teaching co-counseling and urban sociology, and are lobbying at state
assemblies for the Center, for Common Cause, and for the NAACP.
One Mexican-American sister teaches religion and English to Mexicans.
Father Vitale's schedule also includes travel since he has been
chairman of the Advisory Board of
the
national
Washington-based
Catholic Church ' s Campaign for
Human Development-a program to
empower the poor. He is also the
founder and director for the Centre
for Development of Faith-a national organization oriented toward
liberation theology and sponsoring
dialogue between persons in the
disciplines of religious education,
media and social action .
For several years Father Vitale
has sought to enlarge the Franciscan Center by attaching a Protestant representative to augment its
work. In 1975 the National Division of the Board of Global Ministries provided $5,000 to help salary
an urban coordinator " to serve as
advisor and source of information
to the United Methodist Church
County
Committee
on
Clark
Christian Social Concerns" ... the
" people to be served ... primarily
black people of all ages ." On September 1, Larry J. Smoot, a graduate of the School of Theology of
Claremont, California, and recently
with the Foothill Free Clinic, a drugoriented project in Pasadena, began
work, attached to the Franciscan
Center.
The BCD program lapsed in 1974
when Cranford Crawford led a demonstration against the placement of
a white principal over two black assistants in an integrated 6th grade
(all schools in Las Vegas are integrated-the high schools by tradition, all other grades since busing
started in 1970). The largely white
Methodist churches thought the attack on the white principal was a
personal thing, says Crawford , and
they withdraw their support of the
BCD program . Zion Church made up
the difference until the load became
too heavy. Crawford returned to his
position as juvenile probation officer, but remained an active layman
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at Zion . He continued in the State
Assembly until 1974 when he lost
to another black man.
Bennett and Crawford saw many
changes in legislation while they
served in the assembly, and Bennett
continues chairman of the Health
and Welfare Committee.
Today legislation exists to pave
and light the streets of all Las Vegas,
and the welfare picture is improving. A family of four can now receive as much as $267 a month
along with food stamps which were
once unlawful. State aid programs
are being devised for mentally and
emotionally disturbed children, for
drug-addicted, abused and neglected children . Kindergarten has
been made compulsory for normal
children. Homes and nursing homes
for the aged are being provided
and health care for minors, including contraception (12,000 under 18
years of age came up pregnant last
year, which means, says Bennett,
many unwanted born). A bill of particular value was AB228-a new
careers program for drop-outs.
Among the blacks of Las Vegas,
approxirr1ately 65 per cent of the

Griffith United Methodist Church is one of seven UM churches in the city (top, opposite page). Rev. Marion D. Bennett, pastor of Zion UMC, with children from the church's day care center (opposite page, bottom). Rev. Jim Reid, Baptist home
missionary and pastor to the Strip, dismisses a prayer therapy group (above) and visits one of his parishioners, who is
stage manager of the show at a large casino (below).

children are failing or dropping out
at junior high level. Busing has not
improved the situation : white children are bussed into the black community for one year at the sixth
grade level ; black children are
bussed out for eleven years. " Black
children from starved environments
get off the bus in strange territory,"
says Bennett. " If there is trouble at
school, the child has no advocate,
since parents may be working or
have no way to get to the school.
White teachers are afraid to discipline, so motivated childrenboth black and white-are penalized . Mormons, with their ' black is
inferior'
mindset
dominate
in
school administration. " Most of our
kids wind up in special education
or in opportunity school or on
dope. We have to change the low
self-concept these children have.
We have to break through the prevailing feeling that not to achieve
is the thing. A kid can get beaten
up and ridiculed if he excels. We
have to turn that around ."
Bennett believes that the example
of the rising middle-class among
blacks will help do this. The addi-

tion of a number of black teachers
and blacks in admini strative po sitions in the school s is a further gain .
And certai nly AB228 is a step in the
right direction . The Economic Opportunity Board will receive both
federal and state appropriations to
subsidize employers to train untrained people, with the option to
hire at the end of the training period .
Las Vegas is trying to change its
image.
Publisher Hank Greenspun says
that as his children began to grow
up, he realized that " because of the
evil co nnotations of this city there
would be forever a blight on where
they were born. I decided to make
Las Vega s a place to be proud in ."
Greenspun believes that the Sun
helped clean out the M11fia . Today' s
hotels and casinos, he points out,
are owned by corporations and
carefully controlled (which simply
means, say others, that the Mafia
is now once removed) .
A decision was made to say
" gaming" instead of "ga mbling" and
to try to attract conventions. Since
the city makes its money on " gaming" it can afford to offer less expensive housing and meals, and
convention attenders can gamble
after the day' s meetings or take in
one of the shows that range all the
way from The Aladdin 's Marat Sade
torture feature to the big productions at places like The Dunes-so
lavishly conceived that a single
number can be introduced by 20
bare-breasted women riding motorcycles stageward through the audience.
Residents of Las Vegas who work
in the casinos or whose livelihood
may depend on tourist business, see
their city as a resort center, a sports
center, a place where, as leisure
time grows, people can come to relax.
Father Vitale sees it as a place
where materialism is so visual and
so ugly that it teaches its own lesso n. The contrast of poverty to the
sybaritic extravagance makes Las
Vega s, he believes, a perfect place
for sensitizi ng and consciousness
raising . He hopes in time to develop
here a laboratory for leadership. •

vieinamese
refugees--

beyond
resettlement
Douglas W. Johnson

he television crews jostled
through the airport crowd . We
listened and watched as the
reporter interviewed persons
awaiting the arrival of children from
Vietnam . It was the first wave of
' refugees from a na tion most of us
have heard about in war stories. The
families at the airport were excited .
There was joy in their faces . Happiness raised their voices as the new
family members came off the plane.
Half a year has passed since we
watched those familiar scenes. The
questions that crossed our minds
then are still present. How are they
going to adjust? Are their sponsors
going to be able to give them the
assistance they will need over the
long term? How will the community react?
These are the questions underlying this article. The Church was instrumental in providing places for
the refugees to resettle. It is time to
take an assessment. We need to
know how things are going with
this group of refugees.

The Setting
At the beginning it was unclear
how many refugees would be coming out of Vietnam . Confusion was
Rev. Douglas W . Johnson is the staff asso ciate for planning and research of
the National Council of Churches and
co -author of Punctured Preconceptions.

the order of the day. As the planes
stopped flying and the processing
procedures got straightened out, it
was discovered that there were
more than 135 ,000 persons in the
camps . About 5,000 of these were
accepted by other countries. This
meant that our population had
suddenly increased by the size of a
city like Evansville, Indiana.
The logistical problems were
staggering. These people came
w ithin a matter of days. Each one
had to be registered , receive a
medical examination, and relocated .
The government had a task of mobilizing its resources to handle the
influx.
The most pressing need was to
find lodging. Vacant military camps
were the only available facilities for
that many people in such a short
time. We soon heard of Guam ,
Chaffee, Pendleton , Eglin, and
Indi antown . Scattered across the
United States, these were the centers where the refugees got their
first impressions of their new land .
It was understood that these centers were temporary. The State Department has projected that only
one camp would be functioning beyond October 31 and it would be
closed by the end of 1975. This
timetable indicates the pressures put
upon those who were assisting in
the resettlement processes.
One of several voluntary agencies

which set up offices in the camps
almost immediately was Church
World Service. Its task was to represent several denominations, including the United Methodist Church,
in matching refugees with sponsors.
Church World Service set a goal of
resettling
10,000 persons. The
United Methodist Church accepted,
as its part, responsibility for 500
families from Vietnam and 60 from
Cambodia.
Refugees are a continuing concern of the church . Church World
Service has a continuing staff. No
one was prepared for the numbers
and the suddenness of this refugee
problem. It is to the credit of volunteers within churches as well as assistance from the refugees themselves that the churches were able
to respond so quickly to this crisis.
For example, by September 8,
10,500 persons had been sent to
sponsors through Church World
Service. Of these, the United Methodist Church had resettled 776
families.
The Refugees

fourth are less than 18 years of age.
Occupationally, they are skilled .
About 45 percent are i11 the professional ,
technical ,
managerial ,
clerical, and sales categories. Most
of the others are skilled in industrial trades of some sort. A few,
about three percent, are experienced in agriculture. In short, the
refugees have the skills to be easily
assimilated into an urban industrial
society.
A final effort to describe the refugees is to use the word diverse. We
would expect a group of people as
large as the population of Evansville to be diverse. Unfortunately,
we do not have the same expectations when refugees are involved.
They are from the same country
and the news media have stressed
traits such as politeness, oriental
courtesy, and reserve. Nothing in
the data about these persons indicate that they are anything but diverse.

Vacant military camps were the temporary homes of Vietnam refugees. All are
scheduled to be closed by the end of 1975.

The refugees left home quickly.
Much of their life possessions,
familiar symbols, and customs could
not be brought. They came with
what they could gather in a short
time. The weak and indecisive were
left behind. The young, strong, and
strong willed came. Data collected
in a survey July 13 of 117,000 refugees tell the story graphically.
Fifty-two percent are male while
forty-eight percent are female.
About 23 percent are less than 18
years old and eight percent are 1824 years. Nearly one-third are in
the youth category according to
these statistics. At the other end of
the age spectrum, one percent are
63 and over while four percent are
45-62 years. This means that 95 percent of the refugees are less than 45
years of age.
In addition to being relatively
young, they are well -educated .
Slightly more than 45 percent
have a high school education . An
additional 21 percent are college or
university attendees or graduates,
and five percent more hold postgraduate degrees (several in the professions such as medicine) . This
means that seventy percent of the
refugees have at least a high school
education which is a remarkable
total considering the fact that oneNew World Outlook • December 1975
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Getting People Together
Resettlement began as soon as the
refugees reached the camps . Th.ey
were given the choi ces of agencies
through which their families would
be resettled . They had to choose an
agency and the agency had to begin to assist the fami ly. Thi s was
to make the resettlement process
easier, quicker, and more organized.
It did not work out that easi ly.
The refugees were wise to the ways
bureaucracies function. In many instances, therefore, each of severa l
members of a fami ly chose an agency. This resulted in several families
working with multiple agencies in
their efforts to resettle . They were
attempting to get the best deal for
their families . It was not devious .
It was a calculated strategy for having some control over their destiny.
Multiple registrations were a
problem to the resettlement agencies mostly because of the disappointment to sponsors when a family chose another situation . It also
meant a loss of time and wasted

effort when the family went elsewhere. It was not an unexpected
issue. Rev. John Schauer of Church
World Service acknowledged the
difficulty of multiple registrations .
He went on to say, " The people
want what they think is best for their
fami ly. They are smart. They are
good people . They are merely trying to exercise some contro l over
the ir new life situations."
The first hurdle after choice of an
agency was an interview. For those
families resettled through the United
Methodist Church, this task was
handled through a staff member of
Church World Service. In addition
to the basic information about
skills, education , medical history,
and housing needs the interviews
were probing into areas of life that
would make resettlement easier.
They were trying to find matches of
families and sponsors.
In the meantime, Dr. James
Thomas' office in the Board of
Global Ministries of the United
Methodist Church was rece1v1ng
names of persons and churches who
wanted to take refugee families. A

A soon as the refugees
arrived (right, above), resettlement process began.
Refugees were given their
choice of agencies to assist
them in the process (right). Once
a family left a resettlement
camp (opposite page), it could
not return.
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series of letters and informative
brochures were sent on to the potential sponsors while information
was forwarded to the Church World
Service staff at the camps. When a
potential match was made both the
refugee family and the sponsoring
individual or congregation had to
agree that they would work at the
resettlement process.
If all went well, and by early September it had for 10,500 persons
working through Church World
Service, the big day came when the
refugee family was transported to
the sponsor. In at least one instance this meant 32 persons in one
family were sent by bus to the California community which would be
their sponsor. This was the day for
anticipation and anxiety.
It is important to understand that
once a family left a camp it could
not return. If the sponsoring arrangement did not work out, new
sponsors had to be found outside
the camp surroundings. In the
United Methodist Church this responsibility res.ides in the office of
Dr. James Thomas of the Board of

Global Ministries.
The option of some refugees returning to Inda-China must be
left open . Not everyone who is resettled will want to stay. Accord ing to Mrs. Barbara Williams of
Church World Service about 3,000
person s, roughly two percent of the
total , decided before resettlement
they wanted to return to Vietnam.
Problems in the Short Term

Difficulties are a normal part of
any program involving people. Resettlement is no exception . These
are of two kinds, short-term and
long range. The short-term are dealt
with first.
Language is usually a difficulty.
It is not that much of a problem
with these refugees . Many are bilingual with either English or French
as their second language. This reflects the recent history of their
country. Nearly every family can
speak English fluently or has a
member who can.
This does not assume that refugees understand the slang, idioms,
and implied meanings of all of our

words. Subtle meanings are cultural and mu st be accumulated over
time. Refu gees will understand the
language f ully only as they become
fully acculturated .
The skill level of th e refugees is
high. Unfortunately th e national
economic situation is bad . This has
led to uneasiness about refugees
taking jobs from the unemployed.
While unemployment and refugees
are both temporary conditions, the
fact of economic pressure is hard in
certain areas .
The spon sor agreed to find employment for the breadwinner of
a family as a condition of resettlement. This did not include all of
the working members of the family.
Some members with training will
not yet be working. In addition, the
jobs may not have been equivalent to the kinds of jobs the people
had in Vietnam . It takes time to find
the right combination of jobs and
skills to let the families be totally
self-sufficient.
In most refugee situations there
·are deep emotions about the war
or cause for the refugees being in

the nation. This is no different. The
lnd o-Chi ~ a refugees will take the
fr ustration and wrath of some
A mericans who dislike losing a
wa r. This emotiona l bias is a normal
althou gh unfortunate part of refu gee resett lement. According to all
sources, it has been li m ited and not
ve ry in te nse.
Th e p ro b lem of race is present
al so . It has a new dimension with
these refugees. Racial bias is being
expressed by b lack and brown
again st yell ow. Economics is the big
reason accord ing to t hose who are
working w it h the refugees. Competition for jobs and mon ey creates
confli cts with racial overto nes. This,
too, is lim ited and most o bservers
fore see it as being o f sh o rt d uration .
Two addi tio nal problems relate to
family size. Single person s are ha rd
to place be ca use most o f them are
male with m ilitary skil ls. Such skills
are of limited value in t he Ameri can economy.
The second prob lem is at tne
other end of the size scale, la rge
families . Th is difficulty is famil iar to

m any fa mili es in the United States.
It is d ifficult to find hou sing that
is d ece nt and affordable. That is on e
o f the reasons the last groups remainin g in the camps were large
families and single persons .
These problems are of a shortterm nature. Most of these deal
with understandings and imm ediate
expectations. Dr. Thomas, in assessing the United Methodist situation s
early in September, said that only
about a half-dozen cases had broken
down . While this is important to
those six families and the sponsors,
the percentage they represent is
miniscule. Si x out of 776 resettlemerts is a rate of about eight-tenths
of one percent failure.
Long Term Issues

In addition to . the immediate
problems noted above are some issues of a long-term nature. Economics will continue as an issue but
it will vary according to the general
economic tone in the country. Mr.
Schauer gave the economic problem a perspective when he said ,
"(The refugees) have to become
Americanized to be able to be economically self-sufficient. It will be
important for them, until that time,
to practice their ethnicity and cultural differences in private life and
non-economic aspects of living."
Some church persons may disagree with this position. Pluralism
is beneficial when it makes contributions to the predominant culture.
It takes time for this to happen. A
long term issue is the balance refugees and sponsors maintain between
Americanization and cultural practices distinctive to the refugees.
A second long-term issue is the
delayed grief reaction . The transfer
of these people from their home to
a new land took place quickly.
Many did not have the opportunity
to work through their feelings
of loss and separation. This loss has
been great. The refugees had to cut
ties with no time to explain or think
about them . In many ways this is
like experiencing the sudden death
of a loved one. It happens so
quickly there is no chance to be
prepared.
The refugees will have their
moments of depression and despair.
They will need emotional support.
It will be important for churches
and sponsors to be perceptive of
this need . These periods will recur
26
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and not be solved at a single moment. Grief takes a lot of love to be
able to live with .
A third long-term issue is a conce rn voiced by both Dr. Thomas
and Mr. Schauer. This is " the wellmeaning sponsor who took on a
family and is unable to meet the
continuing emotional , financial , social , and cultural needs which are
a part of the refugee adjustment
process."
These discomforts arise over
time. They come after the enthusiasm and ballyhoo are gone. They
raise the conflicts engendered by
people living and depending on
each other to insurmountable proportions. These are the serious situation s that take time not only to
surface but also to work through.
After all , putting oneself in a position of benefactor makes backingout a personal defeat.
·
A fourth issue is finding and
bringing together of separated family members., This is a continuing
task. Awareness of its long term nature is important because of the
pressures over time felt by the refu gees to be united with the entire
family .
A fifth issue is religious. Only a
small fraction of the refugees are
Protestant. Most are Buddhist, Confucian, and Catholic. In Schauer's
words, " The church must not proselytize. It should not baptize the
refugees. The sponsors must respect
the religious heritage of the refugees ."
This is easier said than done over
the long term. The novelty of
strange worship habits will pass
away. The refugees will be autonomous in their religious expressions.
This is one of those wedges which
can separate people by not providing common fellowship experiences.
Uniqueness of the Church
as Sponsor

The Church is a fellowship or
community of believers. The support of such a community is the
basic ingredient of successful refugee resettlement. According to
James Thomas, " Success (in refugee
resettlement) is dependent upon a
supportive community. Sponsors
must be people who can feel along
with the refugees in their plight."
These sentiments were voiced by
the Rev. Stephen Feke who worked
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in a community resettlement program for another group of refugees
several years ago. He said, " The important thing, the only thing that
will sustain a family is the committed, caring fellowship which
makes it their business to be there
when they are needed . They must
be willing to let the refugees maintain their integrity and make their
own way. But they need to surround the newcomers with love and
concern. It is the basic need for a
long term successful adjustment."
The Rev. Harold Leininger, who
headed an ecumenical group responsible for settling twenty-four
Vietnamese refugees, says it a bit
differently : " The Church, by being
involved and concerned with the
refugees, demonstrates the community of Christ. The long term problems that the refugees will face,
isolation from their culture, adaptation and acculturation , acceptance
in the broader society, and a
changed style of life, can best be
dealt with in the community of faith
which is the Church ."
'Each of these persons identify the
uniqueness of the church as being
a fellowship which has a commitment and a concern which lasts no
matter what the difficulty. The refugees are a special problem at present, but the Church will assist them
through the difficult periods ahead .
Faith and love appear to be two of
the key words used by both persons.
The Rev. Larry Snow of Poughkeepsie, New York, has been involved in resettlement of Vietnamese as well as other refugees
through his church . In addition to
underscoring the contributions a
church makes through the caring
community he notes another important factor : "Being a caring
group makes us different. Lives are
opened up to need like never before. Seeing persons with no possessions and being personally responsible for them is mission like
we have never seen. It is exciting.
It gets people working together
who have not worked together before . It is a redemptive and renewing process."
The refugees are mostly resettled .
In the process the church has often
discovered resources it did not
know were available. It is time to
move beyond resettlement. That is
the process of mission. •

A PECISIYE.ll/IGI IJWl~N/11/IESSIE,/I/I J'lfl/Ell/fE/llJ.
CAN IT BE PROVIDED BY ANY GROUP OF PARTIES
WHO HAVE NO PROGRAMME?

IND•S ONLY HOPE

IHDIR RHD DEMOCRRCY
lhe ideal concept and lhe real needs

ndia is committed to the concept of democracy. It is affirmed
in the nation 's constitution and
it is a process by which the country has functioned since independence in 1947. It is not an easy commitment and it is not a process that
can be assumed or taken for
granted . Democracy does not happen automatical ly in India simply
because it is a constitutional claim
and ideal.
In June of 1975 an " Emergency"
was declared by the government of
Mrs . Indira Gandhi. The emergency
was something of a surprise to the
citizens of India and to· the free
world as well. It seemed inconsistent for a nation committed to nonviolence (which India is) to suppress freedoms and liberties by

I

Richard Renwick Smyth , a miss ion ary
se rving in India , is editor of The In dian Witness .

placing hundreds of peop le in
prison for politica l reasons. It
seemed a contradiction for a democratic state to place severe restrictions on the press.
This emergency has been a difficult thing for the western free
world to understand . It has raised all
sorts of comments about dictatorship
in India and a betrayal of the democratic ideals which were so vigorously affirmed by men such as
Nehru and Rahdakrisham. It seemed
a turning away from the hopes expressed for the Indian people by the
life and work of men like Mahatma
Gandhi.
What is going on in India because of the emergency? What is
happening to democracy in India
because of this emergency?
There is no answer to these question s. The best one can do is to try
to understand some of the factors
involved in the situation that made

Richard Re nwick Smythe

the emergency necessary, from the
point of view of Mrs. Gandhi's government. It is a situation that req uires understanding rather than
judgemen t. It is a situation that provides innumerable options for the
future of India.
Traditional social organization in
India has been centered around perso ns who have been able to provide. The names vary in different
parts of the land . There have been
maharajahs,
nawabs,
zimandars ,
chiefs. These titles were not honorary designations given to ones
elected to high offices . They have
served as the titles given persons
who have provided for the people.
Services were rendered to the
king/ leader. The name leader symbolised the provision of the things
necessa ry for life and living. The
sys tem relied on feudal obligation s
and stru ct ures. At the same t ime ,
the various social units in the land
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Many people feel that Mrs. Gandhi w; '
the opposition jailed by the governme
had security and protection.
Late in India's long history came
the idea of democracy. The European colonizers brought the notion
with them . The democratic ideal
began to form in the thinking of Indians who were being educated in
western institutions. These educated
Indians were drawn to the idea of
a nation of men who were free to
choose, free to develop, free to
pursue rights which western democracies guaranteed by constitutional means.
In 1947 when India achieved Independence from Britain the fathers of the new nation were committed to the democratic ideal. The
Constitution of India echoes the
high resolves one finds in the constitutions of France and the United
States of America.
Only recently has the intellectual
comrr.unity in India begun to question the validity of this. They have
asked : Can the democratic ideal developed in western nations be so
easily transplanted to the soil of
India? Are the people of India indeed ready for a system which requires such sophistication of the
citizenry?
It is a delicate matter. Few in India are opposed to democracy ; that
is not the question . The question is
whether or not the ideals of western
liberal thinking can be imported
so easily to the new nation with
its population of almost 600 million people-most of whom are in
no position to assume the responsibility demanded by western democracies in the 20th century.
In this kind of situation, there
have been those who have exploited the democratic process and
the naivete of the public for purposes that do not reflect the democratic ideal. (This kind of situation
is not new or novel. It was prevalent in the U.S.A. after the Civil
War when the land was plagued
with carpetbaggers .)
It is this situation that seems to
have com e to a head in the recent
events in India. Scores of individuals

unite the people of India 11under one roof" while many leaders of
emed set on drawing the people of the nation apart."
and political
groups- many of
whom seem to be opportunistshave exploited the political , eco nomic and social ~ituation for questionable purposes . The purpo ses are
questionable since they seem to
have little relevance to the national
goals as affirmed in the Con stitution .
This mounting confusion and
frustration has led the government
of Mrs. Gandhi to take certain steps
and actions. The avowed purpose
has been to bring stability in the
social order and to bring order in
the running of the nation .
Shortly after the emergency was
declared, I was driving in New
Delhi. A young man was hitch-hiking and I offered him a lift. We began to talk. I asked the man what
he thought of the emergency. (I
was curious to know what he had
heard-by rumor, report, or whatever-since there had been a rather
severe censorship on the media .)
The youth gave an interesting reply, and he gave the reply in the
form of a kind of parable.
He said he felt Mrs. Gandhi had
always worked on the premise that
it was important to have all of
the people of India under " one
roof. " And he felt that many of
the leaders of the opposition
(meaning, leaders of groups opposed to the ruling Congress Party
of Mrs . Gandhi) seemed to want to
break up the unity of the people
from under that roof. The opposi tion seemed set on drawing the people of the nation apart, all under
many little and separate roofs .
On first hearing this seems an
over-simplified observation or, perhaps, one that is a bit too conformist for the average western
person. But it is an accurate
expression of something that is very
important to the average Indian.
The Indian subcontinent has never
known (at least in recent centuries)
any form of social order that is simple and unified . Diversity has always been the key characteristic of
the areas and peoples in the land .

The quality which has been the object of national striving since independence has been the achievement
of a unity in this diversity. National
integration has been one of the
most important factors in the national goals of over 25 years.
The unity sought is not simplified to the use of a single language
for all peoples, although this has
been a major issue and the object
of great debate . The unity sought is
not simplified to the idea of regimented unilateral development for
everyone in all parts of the land.
The unity has been simple and yet
very difficult. It has been the quest
for understanding that all are essentially Indians rather than Tamilians or Kashmiri-speaking Hindus or
sweepers. The quest has been to
encourage all citizens to find security and joy in affirming themselves on the basis of national identity rather than identity by state,
language, religion or caste.
My friend the hitch-hiker was
speaking to this when he gave me
his answer. He expressed a fear ; he
felt the opposition people were acting not for reasons of ideology or
theory, but against social harmony
and national fraternity.
Social chaos is very risky for a
social order as large and complex
as India' s is . The emergency has
tried to deal w ith this fear of growing chaos. It has tried to force attention on a new coming together
in strength rather than risk the luxury of the liberty of social , economic and political competition .
There have been several reports
which state that the government in
New Delhi feared anarchy. One has
littl e reason to doubt that the fear
is a justified one. Perhaps, however,
it is the fear of chaos that is more
legitimate for the nation than the
fear of anarchy.
One form of this threat of chaos
is seen with the youth. The educational system in India has developed
very rapidly . The result : many more
thousands of youth are receiving
basic college educations than can

be employed directly by any business or government set-up . The
youth become restive . They have
been encouraged to trust the value
of education as a means of getting
ahead, of lifting their status and station . Now they wonder if this is a
well-placed trust.
For several years the campuses
of Indian universities have been the
scenes of unrest, protest and violence. The students have complained
about the quality of the education
given and the value of the degrees
conferred . The university authorities have not been able to provide
the answers to many of the students' questions since the questions
are directed to employment possibilities. In such a situation it is easy
to exploit the unrest for political
purposes by those who find " chaos"
a great means for personal gain .
The government has done a great
deal to open new areas for expanding the employment market. Most
of the new opportunities however,
require many more in the laboring
category than in the management
and administrative side. The educated youth are not seeking jobs as
laborers ; what improvement in
status and station is that, after all?
The private sector has not been able
to expand as rapidly as it mightinvestment funds are limited , the
market for profit-yielding commodities is not that vast in a povertyridden nation , competition with developed nations is almost too keen
for a young industrial cadre such
as India has.
All of this is fertile ground for any
persons or forces which seek to
benefit from chaos that comes
whenever fragile unities are broken .
A more intense concern for people in the western democracies has
been personal liberties and human
freedoms. There has been a vocalized fear that democracy in India
seems to be almost farcical since
opposition politicians are put behind bars and the press is throttled
by government censorship .
The freedom of expression which
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a free press symbolizes is a precious
part of a democratic social order.
Again , however, one must recognise the precarious risk involved
when a nation offers such freedom
for a population that may not be
able to deal with the flooding of
opinion and analysis which such a
freedom can give.
It is difficult to give any clear-cut
" reason " why the government came
down so strongly and totally on the
press in India. It is something that
one has to accept in faith . It is a risk.
It is a hope that the co ntrol has not
been malicious. It is a hope that it
is truly temporary.
In defense of the move one must
confess that " opi nion" is a risky
commodity in any situation . The
freedom of expression of opinion
assumes that those who receive the
stated opinions are in a position to
discern rightness and wrongness,
validity and lack of validity. Most
of India' s masses are not in that
position . This appears to be the justification for the government action.
One trusts that it is a temporary
measure and not a new national
policy which will ultimately be enforced constitutionally.
Several political and co nstitutional
actions have been taken by the
government in New Delhi since the
emergency. Some of the actions
seem strange to those outside the
nation ; they seem only to justify
actions taken by the ruling party.
Observers ought to appreciate that
often the legislation done re'cently
has been under debate by all parties
for many months.
More recent developments have
encouraged those who have attempted to " trust" the temporality of
the emergency. There have been
judgments of high courts which
question some actions taken by the
government. The government has
honored the judgments. They have
dealt with the right to imprison persons unless clear and forthright listing of reasons is given . This is
healthy ; it certainly supports personal rights and freedoms.
30
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The movement from being an apatheti

In severa l places around Indi a
there were other evidences of pe rsonal , human and individua l righ ts
and freedoms being justified by the
emergency. One of ou r church
workers operates a boarding accommodation for Christian workers and she has had a stru ggle fo r
over two years in getti ng cooki ng
oils from the bazaar for her ki tchen.
A lways she was info rm ed it w as
" not available."
After the declaration of the emergency the shopkeepe r with w hom
the lady always dea lt in iti ated a visit
to her offering any supp lies required
-at a realistic price. Hoardi ng was
no longer a profitab le ve n tu re on ce
the p rotectio n provided by poli t ica l
chaos and disunity was removed.
In the capital city there had bee n
some difficu lty in gett ing ce rta in
grains on Saturday o f o ne wee k.
The shopkeepers " had no stocks,"
buyers were told . The emergency
was decla red in the night o n Monday. On Tuesday, "mi racles" made
available grains at control led prices.
Sugar was about 40¢ a pou nd o n
Saturday ; it was about 25¢ o n Tuesday.
One has to questio n w hi ch
" rights", which "pe rsonal liberties
and freedoms" are p ri orities in such
a situation . One has to try to t ru st
the justifications tha t are given in
the light of the histo rica l patte rn
and the dema nds fo r the hopes fo r
development.
Something has emerged clea rl y
out of all of this-even at this brief
time since the emerge ncy was d eclared. One m ust be gen tle in establishing ideologica l integrity as
more important than practica l rea lities. This balance of p ri o ri ties is
most true w hen the ho ldi ng up of
ideals is permitted whi le the b usiness of rea l life is damaged .
Some have had to set aside th e
glorious blessings of the fu ll liberties which modern democracies are
trying to affirm. Perhaps this is for
what Pilate called "the good of th e
people."
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Questi o ns have been raised about
the efficacy of a democratic system
fo r Indi a. Mrs. Gandhi has been
qu o ted as questioning the democratic ideal of the western world as
appropriate for India. There is little
ju stification for assuming that Mrs.
Gandhi qu es ti"ons the ideal of the
democratic possibility for India and
its people . But, it is important to
rem ember, India is just beginning
to experience the democratic process and possibilities with its masses.
Thi s experien ce is necessary as a
foundation for any ideology to rest
o n.
O ne would hope Ind ia's government can stave off chaos, confusion,
di vision . One would want to cheer
o n th e young hitch-hiker and his
hope th at the " one roof" can be
good for the whole nation .
In " Th e Skin of Our Teeth " the
hero, Mr. Antrobus, mentions somethin g he thought of during the time
of fi ghting in a war : " When we are
at wa r we want a better life ; when
we are at peace we want a more
co mfortable life."
India is engaged in a kind of war,
a stru ggle. It is one which attempts
to make real the possibilities for
human life and living, on the basis
of o ur 20th century understanding.
Some of us who are part of that
qu est in the Indian setting have
found the discomforts bearable . . .
even the di scomforts of certain restri ctions on freedom and liberty.
Th e ideal concept of a democratic
social o rder shapes the dreams of
our tim es of meditation and planning ; the real needs of the people with whom we live and work
shape the involvements of our work
and efforts.
Th e Christian Church has somethin g to witness to in the midst of
th e prese nt setting. The witness is
r. o t something that must be stated
as some ideology ; it is a witness
roo ted in a heritage of trust, j ustice,
love, so cial and personal human
d evelopm ent under the Lordship of
Christ. •

, ective •mass' to being •people' has halted."

ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW
People are Subjects, Not Objects
The Indian Parliament has approved the President's declaration of the Emergency and has
given it legal sanction. It is good
that the Emergency at least stays
within the framework of Constitution. However, ultimately it is
not legal justificability but political 'justification that is crucial in
a matter like this. So from the
point of political substance, for
the time being at least the curtain
has been drawn In India, writing
finish to .the Indian experiment of
democracy.
Behind that experiment has
been the vision of Gandhiji and
Nehru of people not as objects,
but as subjects of history. People
have been objects of exploitation
in the past, and they continue to
be objects of humanitarian relief-and even objects of welfare
given from the top. But Gandhiji
and Nehru wanted to stimulate
the political process which would
make them, not objects, but subjects, awake to their condition
of dependence and struggling
consciously for their rights not
merely of bread and welfare, but
of freedom and social justice.
Gandhi therefore made the people's self-rule in village societies
the basis of his Swaraj, and Nehru
more conscious of modernization made room for the people to
think for themselves, to organize
themselves in parties to make discussion and self-awakening real
and thus to understand and control the State and the forces of
economic development and social change. With all the weakThis comment is excerpted from The
Guardian, an Indian Christian magazine published in Bangalore.

nesses inherent in Gandhian nonviolence and Nehru's democratic
socialism, their vision of non-violently awakening the people as
the subject of history has been
their great legacy. Today it is that
legacy and the political forms
and processes inherent in it that
stand negated or at least halted.
To those of us who have staked
our lives on that vi sion, and have
all along felt a pride in the historical mission of India witnessing to the nations this unique
path to people's awakening, can
look at the present situation only
as the repudiation of a large part
of our own past. This adds the
poignancy of a spiritual tragedy
to the political events of today.
I am sure, at this point I am
speaking for a large part of the
middle class of India.
So one has been reading the
Prime Minister's Speeches in the
Parliament as reported in the
Press with deep concern. She has
spoken of the need to take the
Emergency as an occasion for
"all to think seriously about basic
matters like democratic functioning and democratic institutions"
with a view to the future. It certainly is such an occasion. She
also spoke of the need to take
this as an occasion to promote
her welfare economic measures.
It certainly is a need. But what
she said in justification of the
continuance of the curtailment of
democratic liberties doesn't carry
conviction; and what she said
about the future of democracy
in India is disappointing... .
In this context, what the PM
says in her speeches on the role
of the people and the future
structure of Indian democracy,

are hardly reassuring. About the
people, she notes that they have
stood by the Congress leadership in all crisis, though at other
times, they have been angry and
critical of it. In fact, that is the
discriminating way in which a maturing people becoming awakened to their subjectivity from
being mere objects of political
leadership should act. Why then,
should that leadership deprive
them of all legitimate political
means of expressing their anger
and criticism, as though it is
afraid of people becoming ma·ture? In this context, the PM's
argument that in future, people's political rights should be
curtailed in the name of their economic and social rights is, to say
the least, unrealistic. Even poverty in this country is not a mere
economic reality, it is also embedded in the fatalism and apathy
of spirit and can be fought only
through developing the political
will and resistance. Paterna lism
(o r Maternalism) is no answer to
it. Nehru has rightly argued endlessly in his time and it is also
the lesson of history, that a people who have lost their political
rights tend, in the long run , to
become disabled either to secure
social justice or to keep what
justice they have secured . They
revert back to be objects to be
manipulated as means of exploi tation er welfare or as fodder
for national glory or violent revolution. And today in India the
movement from being an apathetic collective " mass" to being
" people" has halted. For people
when they are growing to human
maturity must know themselves
to be subjects of history.

are there
very thirty-six seconds someone
in America is the victim of a
violent crime. Recent polls
show that half of the population is afraid to walk alone at night
and nearly 20 percent do not feel
safe in their own homes. Serious
crime rose 17 percent in the U.S.
last year and the cost of crime has
climbed to a staggering $88.6 billion a year, including the total take
by organized crime, crimes against
property and business, and law enforcement costs. According to U.S .
News and World Report the crime
bill figures out to an average of $420
for every man , woman and child
in the U .S.
Practically everyone is agreed
that the penal system , whose current costs are in the neighborhood
of $3.2 billion a year, is least successful
at
deterring
would-be
criminals and most successful in
turning offenders into hardened
criminals. Recidivism (repeat offenders) rates for youthful offenders
are estimated at between 75 and 80
percent. That is, four out of five
juveniles who commit a punishable
offense will be seen again in the
jails. If there is one thing on which
law-and-order advocates and prison
reformers agree it is that prisons do
not rehabilitate . Are there alternatives to prisons and will they work?

E

The Basic Question
That was the basic question of the
first national conference on Alternatives to Incarceration held in
Boston in late September and sponsored by the National Council of
Churches' Task Force on Higher
Education and Criminal Justice. ExManaging Editor Charles E. Brewste r is
an ex-offender, having spent three days
in the Washington , D .C. Jail in 1971
after being arres ted in a peace demon ·
stration.

pecting about 600 participants, confe ren ce organizers w ere am azed
when 1600 person s showed up from
43 states. The greatest number wa s
involved directly in one way or another with th e correction s system
itsel f. (Author Jessica Mitford said
the con ference actually heard " too
much from people with a ve sted
interest in locking people up.")
Commi ss io ners o f Correction from
Massachu setts, Minnesota, South
Carolina or Vermont found themse lves on panel di scu ss ion s with
persons operating half-way hou ses,
criminolo gists from uni versities, or
directors of drug treatment program s. Judges from M assa chusetts,
Wa sh ington or New York mingledin a sense-w ith inmates from Norfo lk or W alpole prison s in M assa chu se tts (a n " Ex-offend ers and o ffe nd ers cau cus" claimed a third of
the conference parti cipants, but th at
was probabl y an exaggeration).
There w ere also lawyers, activist
m ini sters, head s of community
groups interested in visiting prison s,
directors of education pro grams fo r
pri son ers, legi slati ve aide s to leg islators w orkin g on -pri son issues,
even school princi pals.
A Un ited Methodist mini ste r from
Po rtl and, Oregon, the Rev. Au stin
Ri chard son , had come to Bosto n
loo kin g fo r stati sti cs to " build a case
fo r altern ati ves" to pri so ns. He is
ho pin g to blo ck the buildin g o f a
new pri son in Oregon . No strange r
to pri son iss ues, he had managed to
get a bill throu gh th e Oregon leg islature limitin g to 60 d ays th e tim e
a pe rso n co uld spend in ja il befo re
tri al. " I do n't see th e church ad dressi ng th ese kind of issues," he
to ld me.
A number of Co rrections officials,
social w orkers, and " pri son s experts" o f on e sort o r ano th er
seemed to be there to expl ain th at
th eir pa rti cul ar pro gram in th eir

state was th e most enl ightened and
p rog ress ive effo rt in peno logy sin ce
an angel of th e Lo rd helped Pete r
brea k o ut of Herod ' s prison . " I am
proud of th e approach we have
here in M assachusetts . . ." was
heard more th an o nce-w hi ch is a
little surpri sin g sin ce o ne o f the sta rs
of the con fe rence, Jo hn Boone, had
been fi red from seve ral co rrectio ns
pos ition s in Massachu se tts for his
avant-garde views on such thin gs as
payin g priso ners the m inimum wage
for th e wo rk they d o and pe rm itting
them to fo rm pri son ers uni o ns. At
one sess io n, three social w orkers
were describin g at length th e di fficulti es o f interview ing offend ers
w hen th ey we re in te rrup te d fro m
th e flo o r by a participant annoyed
at so many se lf-servin g speeches.

Will Diversion Work?
A maj o r foc us of the co nfe rence
was on di vers ion , prog ram s aime d
at ke epin g peop le ch arged w ith a
crime o ut of pri son. So me 33 states
have a total of 11 5 pre-tri al " interve ntion " prog rams. Th e crimin al
ju sti ce sys tem has p resc ribed rul es
for eli gi bil ity fo r these pro gram s,
and criteria vary fro m state to state.
D onald Ph elan, Directo r of the
Hud so n Cou nty Pre-Tri al D ive rsion
Project in New Jersey, emph as ize d
the need fo r " to tal cooperati o n"
from prosecuto rs, j udges and po li ce
fo r hi s type of program . H is pro gram interviews 1500 a year, rejectin g so me 50% of th ose w ho app ly fo r di ve rsion , but endin g up
wi th an exce ll ent success rati o of
o nly 11 % w ho are rea rreste d. Th e
mo ney for t hese p rog rams has to
co me " fro m loca l coffe rs" in Hud so n co unty, and it takes abo ut $250,000 a yea r, of w hi ch 95 % goes to
staff sa lari es. A fte r six mo nth s, a
" cli ent" ga ins a reco mm end atio n of
d is mi ssa l if he coope rates, and if he
is successful he ca n have hi s record

expu nged , so there is a practical reward for coopetation . " We now
have a large n umber of police referring defendants to the program,"
said Ph elan, who admitted however
th at un fortu nately a disproportionate nu mber of those excluded from
the program were b lacks because
" ce rtain types of crime we can ' t
work with." His program al so excludes people charged with either
ve ry mi nor or very seriou s crimes.
Evide ntly, Phelan has had enough
success with pre-trial diversion that
New Jersey is plan n ing to establis h 14 sim il ar ce nters around the
state, using his p rogram as the
m odel.
However, not everyone is comp letely so ld on di version. Frank Jasmine, of the American Bar Associa tion 's Pre-Trial Di version Center,
said that " di version is here to stay,
but it is not a pa nacea and will not
so lve all the prob lems in the criminal j ustice system ." He asked
w hether in fa ct it is not " another
fo rm of socia l co ntrol. " Others questio ned whether pre-trial di ve rsion
d es not simpl y " extend the net of
the j ustice system" to peopl e w ho
mi ght otherwise never go to p rison
o r might not even be co nvicted .
Said Jessica Mitford , author of Kind
and Usual Punishment, di version
" so unds marvelous, but it may only
to uch the li ghtest offenders who
wo uldn 't have gone to pri son anyway." Furthermore, sh e said , as you
di vert some people " the system w ill
be all the mo re harsh on the nondi ve rted ." Di vers io n pro gram s are
initiated by th e crimin al ju sti ce system.

Juveni le Justice
Anoth er con fe ren ce fo cus w as o n
ju veni les, and for thi s th e conference hea rd from Indian a Senator
Birch Bayh w ho chairs th e Senate' s
Subco mmittee to In ves tigate Ju ve-
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nile Delinquency and also just happens to be running for President.
" Each year," said Bayh, " scandalous numbers of juveniles are unnecessarily incarcerated in crowded
juvenile or adult institutions simply because of the lack of an alternative. The need for such alternatives to provide an intermediate

doesn ' t want to fund a program for
criminal offenders under twentyfive," said Bayh . " What we need is
to look at programs for what they
are in lessening the cost to society
in the long run ." Bayh was grilled
by some participants for his early
support of Senate Bill 1, a proposed
new criminal code which co ntains

"SCANDALOUS NUMBERS OF
JUVENILES ARE UNNECESSARILY
INCARCERATED IN CROWDED
INSTITUTIONS
SIMPLY BECAUSE OF
THE LACK OF
AN ALTERNATIVE."
-SENATOR BIRCH BAYH

step between essentially ignoring a
youth 's problems or adopting a
course which can only make them
worse, is evident." Bayh bewailed
the fact that legislation he authored,
known as the " Juvenile Justice and
Delinquence Prevention Act of 1974"
was signed into law by President
Ford but no administrator has been
assigned to the office the act
created in the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration and " not a
penny" has been spent on the act.
Bayh's bill provides, among other
things, for bloc grants to state and
local governments to public and
private agencies to develop juvenile
justice programs with emphasis on
prevention, community-based programs to traditional incarceration ,
and also includes the " Runaway
Youth Act," which was his proposal ,
permitting local communities to establish
temporary
shelter
care
facilities for the estimated one million youngsters who run away each
year. " It is likely," he says, " that
the availability of these alternatives
will help to reduce detention facilities' population problems." Howeve r, President Ford' s " Crime Control Act of 1976" wou Id repeal
important provisions of the Juvenile
Justice Act. " I cannot understand a
Presiden t w ho talks about crime but
34
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some repressive prov1s1ons, b ut
successfully defended himself
saying he hoped to change the
and got off it after he realized
couldn ' t.

he
by
bill
he

Reform or Radical Change?
Throughout the conference there
was a tension, perhaps inevitable,
between those working for reform
and progress within the criminal justice system and those who took a
more radical point of view. Among
the latter were several " offenders"
who spoke at different times . One
said that virtually "all alternatives
reflect the establishment-they are
just a long series of bureaucratic
shams and frauds" and the conference hadn ' t faced up to the basic
question that " crime in America
is an economic issue." Another
" con " who had been let out of Walpole on a " cultural release time" to
attend the conference spoke rather
movingly, if not ih the most polished prose. " You cannot have rehabilitation and punishment at the
same time and in the same space
. . . I'm here to tell you if there' s
anything you can do, you ' re doing
it for yourselves." Attorney Ira
Lowe said " prisons are inherently
evil. They must be abolished ." He
proceeded to give a timetable
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whereby in ten years only the most
hard-core cases would be in prisons.
On the other hand there were
many voices of those " within " the
system who urged participants to
remember that " there are many good
people" attempting to make the
best of a bad arrangement. A man
who has been a parole board member in New York state since 1959
urged everyone to remember that
" we are in business tomorrow and
we have to judge between human
lives." " Over the year," he said,
" I've served in this business and
I've prayed to the good Lord to
give me the power to do this . ...
All you enthusiastic people aren 't
going to be successful without discretionary decision making." There
are some folks, he said, who are
doing the best job they can .
Judge Charles Halleck of Washington , D .C., who described himself
as " a recidivist" because he has
twice been a voluntary prisoner to
see what the system is like (a procedure widely recommended for all
judges) described the " agony" he
goes through in meting out sentences (to which Jessica Mitford replied that he shouldn't be in the
judging business). " I' m never sure
what I've done is right. ... We are
a long way from having answers to
judiciary's role in sentencing." Halleck seemed to favor the California
model of indeterminate sentences,
but Jessica Mitford called this "a
disaster" for the offender.

Why Prisons Fail
Another Judge, Charles R. Richey
of the U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia, declared that
the solution to the nation's crime
problem is not going to be solved
by continuing with the two-hundred -year-old corrections systems
" which by most every reasonable
standard is an abject failure ." He
ticked off the reasons why the
prisons fail : there is inadequate provision and properly trained staff for
training inmates in realistic vocations (how much need is there
" outside" for license plate makers?),
the staff is not trained for treatment
of emotional disorders and counselling, a myriad of discriminatory
laws prevent ex-offenders from
getting jobs, the parole system is
antiquated and based solely on " the
severity of the offense," the diet is

inadequate and dull, libraries are
bad , limited access to family and
friends, •and there is a " lack of elemental safety" from murder, rape,
and other crimes against inmates.
Judge Richey urged support of a set
of minimum standards for sentencing adopted recently by the
American Bar Association, specifically that sentences not ignore the
circumstances of the offender, that
the sentences be sharply reduced to
"a pproximately the five year range"
for most offenses, and that the first
sentencing alternative be probation,
which should be available " in every
case, perhaps with limited exceptions such as for murder or treason,"
followed by partial confinement,
and then total confinement ("where
it would unduly depreciate the se riousness of the offense for a different sentence to be imposed").
Richey lauded the state of Minnesota for seeming to go furthest in
the direction of abandoning the old
system in favor of community-based
corrections, as well as having a
"restitution center program " wherein, after four months in prison , can-

" Our entire cor rectiona l appa ratus is in need of drastic surgery with
new emphasis on the need for community treatment centers," summarized Richey. He also es timated
that on ly about 15% of the offenders now in prison should be there,
the rest sho uld be give n vocational
training, counse ling and therapy, or
jobs in community treatment ce nters or halfway houses. " We shou ld
abandon the notion that prisons can
rehabilitate people as they are presently constituted and operated ," he
asse rted.
Another judge, Chief Justice
Franklin Flaschner, of the Massachusetts District Court, also supported
the American Bar Association recommendations on se ntenci ng, sayin g the minrmum amount of
se ntence shou ld be granted "con sistent with the protection of the
public, the gravity of the offense
and the possibility of re habi litation ."
Prisons and Funerals

· At a closing sessio n, author Jessica Mitford noted that her interest
in the funeral business (she wrote

"IN EVERY SOCIETY,
CRIMINAL LAWS
REFLECT THE
DOMINANT CLASS
IN THAT SOCIETY."

Schools for Crime

- JESSICA MITFORD

didates are screened for release to
the program . The offender agrees to
pay back the victim of a robbery or
burglary, is given help in finding
employment and allowed to visit his
family on weekends. A similar program in Saginaw, Michigan had only
2.5% failure rate, "which is a great
deal less than the national re cid ivism rate of 60%."

scribed as " a terrible idea" in which
most of the money goes to pay the
guards. She also urged participants
to " watch out for good soundi ng
rules" such as the pat phrase " we
must reintegrate the offe nd er into
the main stream of society." " In
every society," she said, cr imina l
laws reflect the dominant class in
that society. " She said th at althou gh
she felt pess imi stic (" I see no so lu tion ahead at al l"), one criteria
would be whethe r reforms ca ll ed
for more money to build prisons,
w hi ch wou ld be bad, o r w hether
they moved in the direction of abolition of prisons. She urged support
for " all actions that shift power
relations and restore human dignity to the co nvict." She also favored
decriminalizing
vict iml ess
crimes, decriminalizing the use of
heroin (" The person should be able
to get any amount th ey want from a
doctor"), supporting gun control
" starting with the police," abolishing cash bail , suppo rting prisoners'
unions (" there should be a democratica ll y elected union of co nvicts" ), and a fair wage for jobs performed by convicts. Miss Mitford's
latest book is " Kind and U sual
Puni shm ent," based on interviews
with co nvicts.

" Th e American Way of Death" )
and prisons ove rl ap in that "both
deal with putting people in boxes"
and also both deal heavily in
euphemi sms ("caskets" instead of
coffi ns, " co rre ction s administrators"
instead of guards). She appea red to
ridicule some of the popularly discussed alternatives, includin g work
release programs, which she de-

Miss Mitford' s sta nce as a mod em
day Joshua about to blow th e prison
walls down was in keeping with the
spi rit of the confere nce, though few
of the wardens and judges and
cri min o logists present would be in
comp lete su pport of everything she
proposed. There was an occasional
awareness verba lized that the mood
of the country is probably in the
other direction, toward building
more prisons despite the astronomica l costs (ave rage $14,000 per pri soner a yea r) of prisons.
Sti ll , as Judge Ri chey pointed o ut,
what the pub li c easily forgets is th at
97 % of persons in prison will eve ntual ly be back on the street. What
kind of person will that be back o n
the street? As prisons are currently
constituted they are undeniably a
school for crim e. Cl early, a society
in wh ich the crime rate ri ses by 1318 % a year must take another look
at those schools for crim e and ask
if there are any altern atives to incarce ration . Thi s first national conference of that subjec t was a good
first step in that direction . •

It's a gigantic step in life ... becoming a new minister in the United
Methodist Church. Especially if you're young, just out of seminary and
a bit unsure about your abilities. You're not unsure about your commitment to Christ, but . . . there are many other questions . . . about
your relationship to your congregation, to the church structure, to the
community where you live.
These concerns- and others- were discussed at the 12th annual East
Ohio Conference Workshop for Beginning Ministers last July at Bethesda
Learning Center in southeast Ohio. Thirty-one new ministers, six of
them women, attended. Here are some highlights of the workshop.

Sharing Mutual Concerns- The new
ministers raised many questions at the
opening session : How can they perform
all the many duties they're responsible
for in just one short day, or week? Can
a pastor participate in Sunday school
classes when he or she has a multiple
charge? Would they, as new pastors, be
able to get along with the "power structure" who may "run things" in their
church? If you're a male minister, what
will the congregation think if your wife
wants her own career outside the church?
Larry Morrison (right) talks about some
of these problems as the ministers
shared needs in small groups.
Joe Roush, a lay pastor in Asbury
Greater Parish in Harrison County, who's
had some experience in the ministry,
offers some advice to Kerry King, a recent Asbury Seminary graduate who has
churches in Harlem Springs and Kilgore
(above).
As in other professions, the new ministers may have "to live with a little pain
at first," warned the Rev. W. Paul Brown
of the East Ohio Council on Ministries'
staff, a workshop leader. " But we want
to help you feel more prepared in serving Jesus Christ in the charge where you
are now."

Preaching the Word- The Rev.
Michael Williams of North Olmsted, Ohio, advised the new ministers not to feel guilty if they
believe their sermons don' t immediately change people's lives. Quoting from the third chapter of Ezekiel
where God calls on the prophet to
" be a watchman and give them
warning for me," he said, " Remember, it is not on our heads if people don' t change. God only expects
us to be faithful to the Word . God
changes lives. We don ' t. " But he
added, " Don ' t be afraid to hear
yourself what God is saying."
He went on to talk about " need-

ce ntered " sermons, those which
give peopl~ something to reassure
them and also those which may
question their value patterns, such
as their attitudes toward minorities
or other issues . And he noted that
the small town and country United
Methodist
congregations-where
many of the new ministers are serving- need " training, enabling, love
and caring," even more than in
other larger churches.
How can the new minister evaluate his or her sermons? " Try a lay
listening group," advised Pastor
Williams. " Take eight people or so
and ask them to discuss your ser-

mon technique with you right after
the Sunday service once a month .
It' s one of the best ways for a new
person in the ministry to get
started."

Serving the Community- Besides
ministering to their own congregation, the new UMC ministers also
should think about the larger community, said the Rev. Harold Mcswain (left), director of the Rural
Ministries Training Program of the
two Ohio Conferences. " You might
preach and pray about community
needs forever, but you won ' t change
much unless you get to the actorsthe politicians and elected people,"
he declared , "a nd one small rural

church ca n' t do much about it unless it coope rates with
other
churches in the community." As an
examp le of ecumenical cooperation he cited Morgan County, Ohio,
Cooperative Christian Ministri es,
whose •board is shown
(right,
below), where peopl e from fifteen
congregations got together and decited they needed a youth program .
Mike Morris, a Methodist Theological School student intern under
Rural Ministries Training Program,
began a yo uth drop-in center in M cConnelsville, Morgan County sea t,
last summer. Now the Morgan
County churches are sponsoring

joint family life programs.
The advantages of cooperative
parishes in strengthening program
and worship of United Methodist
rural churches also were stressed .
Asbury Greater Parish , hea dquartered in Cadiz, is an example of
"e ight United Methodist Churches,
all se rved by part-time pastors, coming together in a beautiful way,"
said the Rev. Don Burge, St. Cl airsvi ll e, Ohio, district superintendent.
Bes ides shared ministerial services,
Greater Asbury' s churches took the
lea d in organizing citizen opinion
so that a badly needed in creased
school levy was passed. Anoth er issue (left, above) with which the
parish may concern itse lf is dep le-
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tion of Cadiz water supply because
of widespread strip mining in the
area.
" I think the cooperative parish is
a process by which small United
Methodist Churches are going to
survive," · sai d Mr. Burge. 11 1 don't
approve of closing small churches.
Instead, we should create patterns
where ministers can share services
and bring needed activities to all the
members. The same principle applies to inner city churches."
Recognizing Women- Women
ministers added a new-sometimes
unanticipated dimension- to the
workshop . At an evening session ,
two ministers and their wives-an
older and a middle aged coupledi scussed their lives in the church .
The role of the minister's. wifesome wives attended the workshop
- dominated much of the conversation. Consensus seemed to be that
th e pastor' s wife should have freedom " to be what she wants to be."
If she enjoys participating in church
activities such as Sunday school and
women's groups, she should be acti ve in them, but, on the other hand,
if she prefers outside activities, she
should be free to pursue those also.
While helpful , the discussion
didn ' t really hit on the needs of the
six women pastors, such as Netty
Burkey of Mt. Zion UMC in Bucyrus (left, below). The special situation of women finally was noted by
a wo rkshop observer and then some
sup p ressed frustrations came out.
" The family that gave me a room
didn 't think about feeding me, as
they probably would have done for
a man," said a single woman minister. " I had to eat in restaurants."
Added another, " My husband still
isn' t accepted by my congregation. "
The process can work in the reverse, though, according to Mary
Scales of Marietta (right, above), who
sai d her congregation provided her
with a safer, and more expensive,
apartment than a single young man
might have received .
Nevertheless, East Ohio Conference is very open to appointment
of women ministers, all agreed ,
though seminary training and district and conference orientation are
still basicall y male-centered . But the
women credited men at the workshop " with thinking about terminology and beginning to be more
conscious of us."

l

ISSU€S

~ PERU

IN LATIN AMERICA
General Juan Velasco Alvarado
had been leader of Peru 's military
junta sin ce 1968. When he was
ousted last August in a bloodless
coup by General Francisco Morales
Bermudez, his trusted prime minister, army commander in chief and
heir apparent, it was a takeover not
without precedent. For ever since
Peru' s independence from Spain in
1824, its government has been
overthrown by the military at least
22 times.
The new president has promised
Peruvians continuity in government
policies, vowing not " to change an
inch " of the ideological or political
guidelines followed by his predecessor. Humanistic, socialist, and
Christian values will continue to
shape the revolution , he said.
Peru ' s revolution began in 1968,
when General Velasco and the
military overthrew the constitutionalist government of Fernando Belaunde Terry. Their aims, Velasco
said , were to free Peru from foreign
domination and to provide an organization of social justice without
economic exploitation .
The country General Velasco set
out to reform is marked by diversity, its people fragmented by race ,
income, and geography. The overpowering Andes mountains run the
length of Peru , and it also has coastal areas and jungles, some of which
lack connecting roads to any of the
large cities. Each area has distinctly
different cultures and languages, a
fact which fosters regionalism rather
than unity.
Indians live in the Andes , having
survived 400 years since their Inca
ancestors were conquered by the
Spanish . Although they constitute
almost half of Peru ' s population of
13.5 million , they form the bottom
level of its society. Since most In-

dians speak only an Indian language, Quechua or Aymara , they are
isolated from the Spanish-speaking
cultures of the coast and from national life. (In addition to Spanish,
Quechua was made an official language in 1975.) Most Indians live in
poverty, are poorl y fed and often ill.
Persons of racially mixed background (including the middle class)
make up 52 per cent of the population ; the other 46 per cent is pure
Indian .
Before 1968, an oligarchy of 40
families controlled Peru . Although
approximately half the population
earns its living from agriculture, four
per cent of the population owned
75 per cent of the land . Twelve
hundred landowners controlled 60
per cent of the arable land, while
one-third of the landowners had
fewer than five acres each . This unjust system operated w ith the acquiescence of the middle class,
interested in pursuing its own eco-

nomic and political advancement.
Conditions in the mines and fishing ports of pre-Velasco Peru were
hardly better than those in th e
mountains. Urban areas acquired
slums as landless peasants moved to
the city in search of a better life .
Nationalism was also a maj or factor in the 1968 coup. U.S. companies controlled over 65 per cent
of the gross national produ ct, and
by 1967 nearly 75 per cent of Peru 's
oil was foreign controlled . An Am erican-owned business, the International Petroleum Company, had
the major private monopoly on oil
production and distribution . General Velasco' s predecessor, Fern ando Belaunde Terry, in his 1962 campaign had promised to negotiate a
settlement with IPC within 90 days,
but by 1967 a settlement still had
not been reached. Nationalistic
army officers demanded that Bel aunde seize all of IPC'S assets, but
instead he to o k only the oil fi eld s

U.S. companies controlled over 65 per cent of the gross national product in 1968.
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have rece ived 10.7 million acres of
land . Wh en agrarian reform is compl eted by th e end of this year, some
25 milli o n acres will have been expropri ated, affecting 72 per cent of
th e arabl e land in the country.
Despite the fact that soci al justice
has taken priority over economic
con siderations, the land reform has
bee n a success : agricultural produ ction has increased at an annual
rate o f 1.6 per cent.
Problem s remain , however. Al th o ugh 175,000 familie s have been
give n acce ss to the land , one milli o n fa mili es still live on subsistence
plots. Th ere is such a shortage of
arable land that even if farm holdin gs w ere reduced to half an acre
per person , some 4.6 million peasants would remain landless. Land
reform has created two rural classes
o f " haves" and " have nots," but
oth erw ise it has not created many
visibl e changes in the social structure.

The changes wrought in Peru's educational system are some of the most rapid and
far-reaching in the Third World.
and then signed a co nt ract pe rm itting the compa ny to co nti nu e refining and marketing Peru 's oi l.
Popular opinion hel d th at he had
so ld out.
In October, 1968, the mil itary
seized power, and six days late r expropriated IPC witho ut com pensatio n. The compa ny's va lu e was estimated at $208 m ill io n. Ve lasco' s
takeove r received ove rwhe lmin g
natio nal suppo rt.
Ve lasco 's regi me establ is hed itself
as the fi rst Peru vian gove rnm ent
dedicated to im p rovi ng the lives of
the masses. It made grea t changes
in nati on al li fe during its nea rl y
seve n yea rs o f existen ce, prim aril y
thro ugh ed uca tion and the most
radical and extensive land refo rm in
the country' s-a nd the con tin en t's
-history.
The mil ita ry governm ent rej ects
the label of social ist w hich its reforms sometimes ea rn it and cl aim s
its policies are those of neither
capita lism no r co mmun is m b ut represent " a third way." Th ey have co nducted the i r expe riments wi th a
minimum of repress ion .

Agrarian Reform
The Agrarian Reform Act, decreed
in June, 1969, bro ke th e o liga rchy' s
economic and po litica l powe r.
Throu ghout Peru the go ve rnm ent
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expropri ated w ith
co m pe nsation
landholdin gs of 390 acres o r more,
lands abandon ed for m o re than
three years, and fa rms too small and
poor to support th eir own ers . It
made no exce pti o ns, eve n for the
large coastal su ga r pl antati on s, 65
per cent o f w hi ch we re owned by
th e U.S. and oth er fo reign interests.
At the same tim e th e government
end ed centuries-old inju stice by
nationalizing all water rights.
Privately owned farm s still exist,
bu t they mu st be worked by their
owners and mu st be no larger th an
395 acres .
Large efficient estates w ere not
broken into smaller farms but are
run as cooperati ves or agrarian communities, ow ned by both the state
and the workers. Profits are shared
w ith poor communities nearby.
The Tupac Amaru Agricult u ral Soci ety of Social Purpo se is one government attempt to avoid creating
a new rural elite. It is an Andean
sheep ranch on land formerly belonging to the U .S.-owned Cerro
Corporation . Now, 5,000 familie s
I ive on its seve n ran ches and 16 Ind ian communities, and they invest
th eir profits in su ch economic and
soc ial projects as road s, medical
se rvices and training programs .
Si nee the 1969 " Day of the Rural
Laborer," 175,000 peasant familie s
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Urbanization
Peru has also experienced the
worldwide trend of urbanization.
Most of its economic development
has been concentrated on the coast,
and so the coastal cities have becom e the destination of migrants
from th e mountains searching for
jobs. Migration to the crowded
cities is continuing at a rate of six
per cent a year. Even if migrants are
ab le to find work in a time of growing
unemployment, housing is
scarce. One-third of Lima' s three
million residents live in slums.
Barriadas, peripheral settlements
on the outskirts of large cities, are a
response to the housing shortage .
They are constructed almost entirely of straw huts and lack sewerage
and w ater, but they house several
thousand people in a climate cold
enough in winter to require woolens.
Some of Peru 's slums date back
several decades. Barriadas were established most frequently in the
1950's and '60' s by invasions in
which thousands of people moved
onto land in one night. A Law of
the Barriadas was passed in 1963,
aiming at the improvement of condition s, and a governing body was
formed to secure such services as
schools, water, lights, and sewerage.
Velasco' s government concentrated less on the urban areas than

the rural ones, and it is now the
ci ties which will determine the
revolution 's success or failure.

Educational Reform
The changes wrought in Peru 's
educational system by the military
government are some of the most
rapid and far-reaching in
the
Third World. It has achieved them
through an institution called el
nucleo educativo national, the
community-centered nucleus. Onefourth of Peru's schools have been
replaced by NEC's, and communities are demanding that the other
three-fourths be replaced by them
rapidly. Most NEC's now existing
are primary schools in rural areas.
The NEC's curriculum is designed
for relevance and practicality. Its
subject matter extends to nationalism and politics, including the
ideology of the current government.
Participation in community affairs is
stressed and students may take
part in literacy or clean-up campaigns. NECs are used in the evenings for literacy classes, vocational
education, and meetings. The community awareness NECs encourage
has sometimes resulted in demands
for the local government to make
improvements.
Since educational reform is aimed
at preparing people of all ages to
serve society, schools encourage
group participation rather than individual competition.
Peru devotes one-fourth of its annual budget to education , but
despite this financial commitment
and successful educational innovations, much remains to be done : 30
per cent of its adults are classified
as illiterate.

Industrial Development
The Peruvian economy is diversified. It profits significantly from
tourism and it produces as its major exports coffee, sugar, cotton,
minerals, and fish meal , made from
the anchovy catch which has made
Peru the world 's leading fish producing country. It is also the fourth
largest producer in the world of
copper, which presently provides 30
per cent of its foreign exchange.
Most industry is located on the
coast, with the heaviest concentration in and around Lima.
The Velasco government made
many changes in business and
industry as well , among them the

expropriation of foreign-owned enterprises, the nationalization of industries, and the restriction of
foreign participation in domestic
operations . It has gai ned control of
large segments of the ecoAomy that
foreign companies, primarily the
U.S. , controlled, and it has given the
state control of banking and marketing of major expo rts.
The Vela sco regime did not forbid
foreign in vestme nt but in fact attracted more than any of its predecessors. Germany and Japan have
been heavil y invol ved eco nomi cally
in Peru , but since the ea rly 1950's
the U.S. and England have held most
of the long- term foreign investment.
Peru now receives more private
American investm ent capital than
any other Latin American country
except Venezuela.
Foreign investment ha s gone primarily into mining and development of the jungle regions of the
Amazon basin , where the state oil
company, Petroperu , struck oil in
1972. Surveys show re se rves of 600
million barrels, and twenty companies, in cooperation with the
Peruvian government, are searching
for it, spending millions of dollars
in the process. The oil sea rch has
produced 15,000 new jobs but also
has caused inflation . Peru expects
to realize income from its petroleum and minerals in three to fou r
years.
Programs have been put into effect which will eventually give industrial workers a voice in running
their compan y and a 50 per ce nt
share of its profits . Workers are to
be involved in owning and managing mining, industry, f ishing, telecommunications, oil , and electric
power plants.

in bringing about Cuba 's original
expulsion .
U.S.-Peru vian relations have been
strained not only by the military
government's expropriation of U .S.
property but also by a conflict invo lving sovereig nty over coastal
waters. Peru has claimed sovereignty within a 200-mi le limit from its
coast, while the U.S. recognizes on ly
a 12-mile lim it. Peru has repeatedly
seized U.S. tuna boats fishing within
the waters it claims, and the U .S. has
retaliated by cutti ng its aid to that
country.
Under Ve lasco Peru has moved
closer to the USSR, which provided
it with sophisticated military equipment. Whether General Morales wi ll
co ntinu e or re verse this trend is unclear, as are the outlines of his foreign policy in ge neral .

Velasco's Fall, Morales' Rise
The first years of the revolution
accomplished much , but Velasco
never became especially popular,
and he and the military as a w hol e
lacked significant popu lar suppo rt.
Perso ns who have benefitted from
the revolution have not developed
affection for the government, and
they often resist further reforms
which might r~quire them to share
Despite agrarian reform, one million
families still live on subsistence plots.

Foreign Relations
The 1968 coup also marked a definite turning point in Peru ' s foreign
relations . The reform s it initiated are
considered by many to be the most
revolutionary in Latin America , and
it is becomin g a leadi ng force on
the continent.
Since 1971 the country has hosted
conferences of Third World nation s,
established diplomatic and trade relations with mainland China and
severa l Eastern Europea n co untries,
and led the movement to have Cuba
reinstated as a member of the Organization of American States-signifi ca nt since Peru was in st rumental
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their gains with poorer citizens.
Promised improvements are slow to
be realized , and the government
seems to control most decisions.
The world economic condition
and internal changes have contributed to Peru ' s present economic
problems . Inflation is spiraling, unemployment is increasing, and the
economy is in trouble because of
soaring food prices and shrinking
foreign loans.
Since 1968 the military has sought
to stifle the influence of political
parties, labor unions, professional
and business associations, and the
press. In a country with a deepseated feeling for civil rights and
a tradition of freedom of the press,
these actions were resented . Velasco
in recent yea rs arrested or expelled
his opponents and expropriated
newspapers, leaving his government
with no opposition in the press . In
June, 1974, he outlawed one of the
country's major political parties,
and, in ~February, 1975, the army
killed 30 striking policemen. Charges
that his presidency was becoming a
dictatorship were heard throughout
Latin America. Observers detected
signs of possible dissension within
the ranks of the junta, which the
events of August 29 proved correct.
General Morales in his short
time in office has already given a
civilia n a cabinet post, the first such
occurrence in nearly seven years .
His appointment of a banker and
economist as Minister of Economy
and Finance has been hailed as
movement away from Velesco's increasing rigid ity.
Morales has also passed a decree
granting amnesty to political exiles
and lifting bans on news organizations. Dozens of deported politicians and journalists are expected to
return.
Widely regarded as Peru ' s most intelligent top military officer, General
Morales is committed to the principles of the revolution begun in 1968.
He is expected to consolidate its
gains rather than to introduce new
reforms.
The revolution ' s actions and accomplishments will continue to be a
subject of worldwide debate long
into the future. The social reforms
promised and hoped for have not
all been ach ieved and may never be.
But sweeping land reform has taken
place, and Peru can claim co ntrol
of its natural resources. •
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Peru At A Glance

Peru is located on the Pacific
coast of South America, bounded
by Ecuador, Colombia, Brazil , Bolivia and Chile. Long the center of
Spanish domination in South America, Peru declared its independence
from Spain July 28, 1821 under San
Martin and actually won it in 1824
under Simon Bolivar.
About 46 percent of Peru's population of 14,500,000 (1975) are pureblooded Indians. Some 38 percent
are mestizo, with strong Indian lineage ; 19 percent are of European
origin, and three percent the remainder, mostly Negro and Oriental. Annual growth rate of the population is about 3 percent which
places Peru among those countries
experiencing a population explosion.
Government: Peru has a history
of representative government but
has been directed since October
1968 by a revolutionary government of the Armed Forces, which
has instituted economic and social
reforms tending to promote a way of
life which it claims as neither
capitalistic or communist.
Products and Resources: The basic
industry in Peru is agriculture which
employs over 45 percent of the
country's labor force, most of
whom are indigenous peasants living on the margin of the country's
economic and social life. Largest
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agricultural exports are cotton, sugar and coffee. Peru is famous for its
minerals, copper, lead, zinc, silver
and iron ore being the principal
ones.
Education and Religion: Religious
liberty prevails but the Roman Catholic Church is protected by the government. Reform in education, a
vital part of the Revolution, is aimed
at preparing all age levels to be of
service to society, encouraging
group, rather than individual competition . Some 30 percent of the
adults are classified as illiterates:
Methodist History: In 1877-78
Methodism's Rev. William Taylor
started school-church projects at
Callao, Lima, Mollendo, and other
Peruvian cities, in connection with
his self-supporting mission program
of South America. In 1866, on his
third journey to the west coast of
South America as a roving Methodist
evangelist of the South American
Conference, Mr. Francisco G. Pensotti visited Peru. In 1877 he was
appointed agent of the American
Bible Society for the Pacific coast.
In July, 1890, Mr. Penzotti was arrested and imprisoned in Callao for
eight months, but was finally declared innocent by the high court
and set free. This case, bearing on
the cause of religious liberty in
teaching and worship, became internationally celebrated.
About the same time the Rev.
Thomas B. Wood was appointed superintendent of the Peru District of
the Methodist Church, coming from
the east coast of the continent where
he had been working for a number
of years. He started a number of
small schools and from them grew
the Callao School. Later his daughter, Elsie, as a missionary under
the Women's Foreign ·Missionary
Society, founded Lima High School
for girls, now Colegio "Maria Alvarado."
In January 1970, the Methodist
Church of Peru declared its autonomy. This meant working under its
own constitution and naming Wence!'lao Bahamonde as its first Peruvian bishop. In 1974 the 1,300 members on the church rolls were served
by nineteen pastors. Each of the four
districts is served by a person who
also serves as a local pastor.
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WE ARE ALL POWs, by Chuck Noell
and Gary Wood. Philadelphia, 1975:
Fortress Press, 90 pages, $2.75.
A combat veteran and a war resister
-what can they have in common? Out
of a series of conversations about the impact of the Vietnam war, Chuck Noell
and Gary Wood discovered they shared
deep experiences and feelings . This book
is the result-an unusual source of sensitive insight for the "Vietnam generation ."
As a personal history of our era, this
book is the real story of the authors and
others like them . Although both are of
Lutheran background and from western
Pennsylvania,
the
differences
are
marked: Gary comes from a poor family,
says he would probably have been a
steel worker if the war had not disrupted his life, and has an honorable
discharge; Chuck is the only child of
an affiuent business man, thinks he
would have become a college teacher
except for the war, and changed from a
pacifist to war resister with a federal
court conviction.
In the preface they say, "Ten years
ago, we would have been indifferent to
one another. We would not have talked
at all, let alone found out that we had
many of the same ideas. Today, we expected to have a strong rapport with
each other even before we met. We had
felt it befor~huck with other Vietnam veterans, Gary with other antiwar
activists ." The public has been led to
believe that people who made such
different choices during the war are
polar opposites in their beliefs and innermost feelings. Cary and Chuck found
the reverse to be true. They . found that
they share feelings of powerles~ness, outrage, betrayal, and despair.
It is the actual experiences that have
formed the Vietnam generation. These
are documented and compared by
Chuck and Gary about themselves and
others. All must deal with military service: flunked out of college, dead end
jobs, and off to war; or, college graduation, CO status, someone else off to
war in their place. All must deal with
social attitudes, jobs and education:
military service experience as no help in
entry to job or school, being ignored or
constantly asked about killing babies,
rising rates of suicides and other violence

among vets ; or, rejecting CO status
in exchange for positive resistance, doing volunteer service jobs with people
who had deep problems, experiencing
similar feelings of isolation from the
mainstream of society. People were killing and being killed in places like
Pleiku ( 1968) , Peoples Park in Berkeley (1969) , and Kent State ( 1970 ) .
These were experienced by many as
part of a single national policy. Much
of this is described in the first two chapters, entitled "Still Living in Vietnam"
and "Shooting Targets."
The third chapter, called "Together
Heads," begins with the following quotation from the psychologist Robert Jay
Lifton: "In earlier work, I found that
survivors of the Hiroshima holocaust
experienced what I described as 'a
breakdown of ... faith (or trust) in the
structure of existence.' The same is true
not only for large numbers of Vietnam
veterans but, perhaps in more indirect
and muted ways , for Americans in general. This shattered ... faith has to do
with remaining bound by the image of
grotesque and absurd death and equally
absurd survival." It is in this perspective that Chuck and Gary express their
·common feeling of being both "outlaws" and "survivors."
Throughout the book the authors show
how people responded to· what was happening to and around them. Generous
or selfish, withdrawing or lashing out
or reaching out, vets and resisters
formed their own groups, as well as
operating individually. Gary became involved in local vets self help programs,
later became State Director of the Pennsylvania Program for the Advancement
of Veterans Education (PAVE), led
lobbying efforts and legal action to increase aid for vets, <ind in 1974 became
director of the Ministry with Veterans
of the Lutheran Council in the U.S.A.
Chuck was active in American Friends
Service Committee and VISTA during
1968-73, led training in prevention of
violence (including a team to work with
students and faculty at Kent State just
after the shootings there ), and since
1973 has been associate director of
Special Ministries/ Vietnam Generation
-a joint effort of twelve denominations
through the National Council of
Churches, working with war resisters,
veterans, and their families.
The last two chapters focus the views
of the Vietnam generation for the present and future under the headings "Hostile Territory" and "All POWs." As
Chuck says, "Vietnam has left us feeling
expendable, and we have taken the same
lesson from it. The only difference iswe consider the machinery of security
as the way the hostile environment gets
at us, because that machinery produced
Vietnam. Thrusting all forms of organization out of our lives is our strategy of

control . . . I've thought of America as
a collection of reservations . Some people are confined on them , some people
confin e themselves so they can shut
everyone else out." Gary expresses a
similar view: " 'Reservations' are the
cause of our worst social problems.
They're what make you expendable in
the first place. They make the team
'the People.' They make everybody else
automatically 'the Enemy.' And it's a
short jump from making 'the Enemy'
fit in to killing them ff if they won't."
Although the general public impression is that Vietnam is "over" and that
post-Vietnam issues have been cleared
up, the fact is that most post-war problems remain with us. Gary and Chuck
reported their talk with a church group
as follows: "The two of us talked about
the images we shared of ourselves as
outlaws and survivors. We said that
"amnesty," for us, had to mean more
than a law, a program, or a formal
proclamation . It had to include a personal effort to reevaluate the Vietnam
experience and what it meant. We said
that our generation had a stake in seeing that kind of reevaluation go on
throughout the country, because it was
the only way to bring us out of spiritual
exile and to transform the futile suffering of Vietnam into something redemptive.''
This book should be a very useful tool
for general education about post-war
issues and for promotion of dialogue
and action about those issues.
JOHN E. JORDAN

John Jordan is Executive Secretary for
University and Young Adult Ministries
National Division, BOGM .
DOING THEOLOGY IN A REVOLUTIONARY SITUATION, by Jose Miguez Bonino. Philadelphia, 1975:
Confrontation Books, Fortress Press,
179 pages, $3.95, paper.
For many years theology has been
written and developed in the industrialized western world and given to the
underdeveloped Third World with little thought on the part of the "giver"
that the "receiver" might have something to offer. In recent years Third
World Christians have sought to understand their faith in their context of poverty and oppression. Theology has been
written and developed, and now offers
a dialogue that can help re-think U.S.Westem European theology.
Much of this new theological ferment
is in Latin America, where Roman
Catholic and Protestant theologians have
begun to write a "theology of liberation.''
Since most that has been written remains in Spanish, or if translated, is
heavy and technical, it has been diffi-
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cult for U .S. Christians to have access
to this new theological movement. However with the publication of Doing Theology in a Revolutionary Situation by
Argentine Methodist theologian Jose
Miguez Bonino, English-speaking readers have a succinct, critical introduction .
The title is descriptive. for as Miguez
Bonino writes, the theology of liberation is "not merely a new theological
subject. but a new way of doing theology." Theological reflection is critical reflection that grows out of the struggle
for liberation. Truth is done, not abstractly known.
The point of departure for the theology of liberation, or, as the author prefers, "theology in the context of the
struggle for liberation," is the concrete
situation. In Latin America that means
social-political oppression and economic
dependence. Thus it is in this historical
context that God is understood to act.
G-Od is not only the God of the past, but
of the present: the God who liberated
the Israelites from Egyptian slavery
seeks to liberate the poor and oppressed
from slavery today.
Basically, God is acting in history today to do his will. No separation is made
between "religious" and "secular" history. Theologians of liberation seek, as
Miguez Bonino writes quoting another
theologian, "to maintain the integrity of
'one God-filled history.'" The author
explains that "God builds his Kingdom
from and within human history in its entirety; his action is a constant call and
challenge to man. Man's response is
realized in the concrete arena of history
with its economic, political, ideological
options. Faith is not a different history
but a dynamic, a motivation, and, in its
eschatological horizon, a transforming
invitation."
This invitation means to take a side:
the side of the poor. The Christian's
participation in G-Od's liberating action
always means solidarity with the poor
and oppressed.
As Christians join the struggle for liberation, they must use the "rational
tools" available for social analysis . This
is basic for the theology of liberation,
for, differing from more traditional theologizing, it consciously and heavily
utilizes the social sciences as tools for
the theological enterprise.
It is in this context that Marxist social analysis plays an important role. A
real contribution of Miguez Bonino' s
book is his careful, critical presentation
of the relationship between Marxist
social analysis and Christian action.
Although the author considers himself part of the new movement, he is
not without his criticisms, especially of
its ecclesiology. For him, it shows much
"unclearness and hesitation." He affirms
that "only in the struggle for the libera-
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tion of the poor will the Church become the one true Church." but quickly
warns that if the cause of Jesus Christ
anrl therefore the Church is "totally and
without rest equated with the cause of
social and political revolution, either the
Church and Jesus Christ are made redundant or the political and social revolution is clothed in a sacred or semisacred gown."
This means nonbelieving revolutionaries are easily labeled as "latent" or
"unknowing" Christians. The Church
thus ceases to be the Church, and becomes just another institution aside any
other whose purpose is liberation. The
author believes that greater ecclesiological clarity is crucial, and in his final
chapter presents his own understanding
of the Church in the context of liberation.
The first part of the book traces the
Latin American historical situation of dependence and oppression, and sketches
the contemporary social-political reality.
The second part is devoted to the authors' own critical reflection and development of the theology of liberation
The book is an excellent introduction
to contemporary Latin America and to
an important segment of contemporary
Latin American theology. It is provocative--especially in its discussion of capitalism and Marxist social analysisand is a genuine contribution to U.S.Western European theology that has too
often overlooked the political motifs in
the life of Jesus and the God of history.
ROY H. MAY, JR.
Roy May is a United Methodist missionary in Bolivia.
TIIlNKI NG ABOUT GOD, by John
Macquarrie. New York, 1975: Harper
and Row, 232 pages, $8.95.
John Macquarrie is Lady Margaret
Professor of Divinity at Oxford University and one of the clearest writers of
theology in the English language. Furthermore, he sincerely believes that the
chief business of theologians is to talk
about God, to put the basic experiences
of faith into intelligible frameworks of
thought, and to take as little refuge as
possible in obscurantism and double-talk.
This book includes a number of lectures
he has given in recent years, as well as
some new essays, testifying to his abiding interest in the central problems of
God-talk: the questions of truth in a
field such as theology, the relation of
mystery to truth, the meaning of the
gospel, problems of thinking about G-Od
today, etc.
Dr. Macquarrie comes to his task with
a profound humility unusual in the
world of theologians. (One wishes he
gave us more of Macquarrie's theology
and less of what others are thinking.)
He is convinced that our ways of under-
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standing G-Od today will naturally be
different from the time of our grandparents, but at the same time he "cannot imagine any greater arrogance than
that of supposing that for the first time
in two thousand years one's own generation is really beginning to understand
what the Christian gospel is all about!"
That is the sort of historical perspective
noticeably absent from some of the
more voluble thinkers of our day.
Some of the most helpful parts of
this book are Dr. Macquarrie's discussion
of the split between "evangelicalism"
and "social activism" that is a pronounced problem in many churches. He
explores the two different ways in which
the phrase "the Gospel of Jesus Christ"
can be understood- as the Gospel
preached by Jesus Christ (the Gospels)
and as the Gospel about Jesus Christ,
known primarily through the book of
Acts and the letters of St. Paul. The
basic motif in the former is the Kingdom, with its appeal for social justice
and compassion, and the motif of the
latter is the Cross, with its appeal for
repentance and redemption. Says Macquarrie : "The fulness of the gospel is
neither an ethico-political exhortation
separated from the truth that God was
in Christ, nor is it a message of personal
justification and salvation through the
cross without regard to the practical and
social implications of such a message.
. . . A pietistic gospel addressed only to
man's soul and a secular gospel addressed only to his worldly needs are
both pseudo-gospels. Nothing that does
not touch the whole man is fully gospel."
Macquarrie has a way of finding
value in many diverse theological approaches and then ever-so-gently pointing out where he disagrees or sees the
respective viewpoint falling short. For
instance, in the chapter "How can we
think of God?", a lecture he delivered at
Jewish Theological Seminary, he discusses at one point the contribution to
theology of Buber's terminology of "1Thou" and the idea that we cannot
properly talk about God, because that
would make G-Od an "it," we can only
address him or name him in the moment
of encounter. Macquarrie says the distinction between "I-Thou" and "I-It" is
an important one that can help us
avoid some of the difficulties of traditional theological problems and does
point us to the biblical G-Od who "encounters" people. But "I-Thou" has its
own difficulties. When one meets another person, surely one addresses him,
but this should not preclude talking
about him later or with another person
present. In other words, sooner or later
you have to talk about God, and that
leads to questions of being, not just of
inter-relationships. Later he affirms the
language of being which has a "special
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place" in thiriking about God . " It makes
God meaningful to man, who knows at
first in his own existence what it means
to be, in an active dynamic way . . . . It
opens the way to endless possibilities of
prayer and communion-and this las t
point is all-important, for we could not
think of God apart from the poss ibility
of prayer to him ."
The last section of the book is a
series on representative modern thinkers.
The first is Schl eierm acher, the founder
of modern liberal theology, who may
in our own d ay even help us "to a rediscovery of religion," especially "the
concurrence of feeling and thought, the
sense of mys tery and the reverence
which it generates, the sociality of human life in its ultimate context." Another is John McLeod Campbell, the
nineteenth century Scottish theologian
who dared to suggest in the face of
rigid predestinarianism that "God loves
every child of Adam with a love the
measure of which is the agony of his
own Son." Campbell, says Macquarrie,
can help us see how Christ's atoning
work can be for all people, "yet w ithout
swallowing up their personal identities ."
Other thoughtful essays are on Bultmann ("one of those scholars who
makes up his mind on certain fundamental questions at the outset of his
career, and pretty well stays with them
later."), H eid egger, on whom Macquarrie is the recognized authority in the
English-speaking world, and a modern
Scottish theologian , Ian Henderson . Perhaps the most moving chapter is on
Daniel Day Williams, the great American process theologian who died in 1973
and to whom Macquarrie has dedicated
this book. Macquarrie is not a process
theologian himself, but he has a profound and high regard for its contributions to theology, and this chapter is a
lucid essay on that theme. Of Williams ,
Macquarrie writes : "He was a theologian of great intellectual ability, a
Christian of real spiritual depth and , in
addition, one of the ablest and most conscientious of teachers."
This book should appeal to persons
who want a lucid and balanced overview of what mod em theologians are
thinking about God (granted, some
theologians have given up thinking
about God and are concentrating more
on themselves, or "autobiographical"
theology). It is not easy reading, but
no really good book on theology is easy,
and it will not appeal to an yone who
believes that there are no problems in
thinking about God in the modem da y.
Before he returned to Britain in 1970
Macquarrie was Professor of Theolog;
at Union Theological Seminary in New
York and an active member of St.
Mary's Episcopal Church in nearby
H arlem.
C.E.B.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - MINISTR Y T O T HE DEAF

I have read with interest the article, "H earing th e Good ews in Oklahoma in the September issue of the New WMld Outlook. I
would like to point out that it is not the
ONLY program for the deaf sponsored as a
Conference-wide ministry as was reported in
th e article. The Southwes t Center for the
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ . . heari ng impaired operates as a program of
The Methodist Mission Home of Texas and
HIS HAT IS OFF
New Mexico. Sponsored b y these five conferOne of my students in New Orleans Bapences, it serves youn g adult deaf who have
tist Theological Seminary recently handed me
"fallen through the cracks" of society either
the October, 1975, issue of New World Outby not "making it" in th e programs offered
look . I have read with interest and appreciaby the States, or they may never have been
ti on two articles: one "Critical Issues in
beyond the confines of their family in all
Latin America: Chile" and "A Sense of Digtheir 18 yea rs or more. The goal is indepennity." I served as a missionary under the
dent li ving, an d in the year and one-half of
Southern Bapitst Foreign Mission Board for
th e p rogram's life, students have moved on
fourteen years from 1959 until 1973. Nine of
into this and other communities as contributing
those years were under appointment in Chile.
memhers of society.
The traditional ministry of the Mission Home
It is m y second home, and a large part of
has been to unwed mothers and as an adopmy heait and life are still there. Thank you
for the incisive and well documented backtion agency. We understand that we a re the
ground on the actual situation in Chile. The
last of a disappearing service in the United
Methodist Church to continue to provide this
follow-up article by Christian Precht gives the
ministry. The two programs are operating as
added personal dim ension to the background
a complement to each other in the same facilarticle.
ity. It is a real pleasure to see an institution
My hat is off to you for an excellent piece of
that has successfulJ y turned to a new future
work.
without upendi ng the old roots.
Bos ADAMS
Our "Signs of th e Times" Deaf Choir wilJ
Associate Professor of Social Ethics
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
be participating in the General Conference
ew Orleans, Louisiana
next Spring.
FRANCES R. OPITZ
ENVIRONMENTALIST KICK ?

I think the October cover is a real good
picture of a junk pile beside the Hudson
Ri ver not many miles from where you sit.
The chair is inviting. Objects in the foreground are in focu s. It is a nice junk yard,
of which there used to be very many in New
Jersey. The poles and wires for power and
telephone occupy the second most prominent
part of the photo. A Staten Island Ferry appears near the center of the photo, with
Brooklyn in the background. I see that the
photo was taken after a rain . Rains, furthermore, had fallen to promote excellent growth
in the scene.
Yes, I think I know your purpose of the
photo. But Liberty has her back to New
Jersey, she is out of focus beyond the poles
and wires. You emphasized the junk yard-not
th e statue. Were you trying to "sell" (even
"enforce") your environmentalist views on
people? Have you fallen for the propaganda
spewed out, polluting the minds of people?
I cannot but consider how Cod-fearing people would see the rain water and the rank
growth of weeds and grass, then recognize
Cod's handiwork. The sun, rain, temperature
and other Cod-given factors had been and
were at work. They had been changing the
"junk." The weeds and grass were growing
so rampantly. The growth was more
luxuriant, I expect, than if they were not
th ere. They had been covering the discards.
Can't we thank Cod for his Nature healing
th e wounds? Can't we remember that man,
has been and will continue to discard ( pollute) his unwanted, unneeded materials,
thin gs th at have places?
When are we people going to comprehend
how many of us have been so acceptive of
the propaganda of the great environmentalist
ki ck and place our trust in God?
D . 0 . WOLFENBARGER
Homestead, Florida

SAID SOMETHING SENSIBLE?

It is refreshing to note that you have, at
long last, said somethin g sensible regarding
hand guns. You barely touched on the subject
of the licensing of the users of guns, but that
is better than the idiotic drivel that you and
other Methodist publications have been printing about 'ban handguns'.
As for the constitutional provision that "the
right of the p eople to keep and bear arn1s
shall not be infringed," the National Rifle
Association may as well forget it. That right
has been infringed again and again, and the
infringements have been d eclared constitutional.
I sent a check to NRA yesterday, to help in
their fight to stop some of the more stupid
pr po als.
J OHN WE LEY CARROTHERS

Mill Valley, California
CHRISTMAS IN BRAZIL

The Christmas tree is not a part of the Latin
tradition but is one of the many innovations
brought lnto Brazil from Anglo-Saxon countries.
Two traditions with much deeper roots in Brazil
are th e Creche and the midnight Mass.
Early in December, many families begin to
set up the Creche with the Christ Child lying
in the manger and around Him, Joseph , Mary,
and the Magi. December is summert ime in
Brazil and often a playful breeze comes through
the window; there may be mu ic and dancing.
As midnight of Christmas Eve draw near,
every one is off to th e church for the midni ght
Mass. Evangelicals ( Protestants) will have their
fellowship and program at the church beginning
early in th e evening and ending around 11 :00
p.m. Whether in Brazil or the United States,
may we keep Christ in Christmas.
GLADYS OBERLIN

Recife Pe., Brazil
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CANADIAN ANCLICAN BISHOPS
APPROVE WOMEN'S ORDINATION
Women will be ordained priests in the
Anglican Church of Canada a year from
now, bishops of the Church decided in
an historic 31-3 vote after many hours
of debate.
Collectively, they gave individual
bishops the right to ordain qualified
women to priestly orders as of November 1, 1976. A handful of women have
been admitted to the Anglican diaconate across the country, but no priests to
date.
The General Synod, the "parliament"
of the 1,500,000-member Church, gave
overwhelming approval for women
priests last June. A previous Synod
had already given approval in principle.
This year's Synod said any bishop
could ordain a female priest "after consultation with the House of Bishops."
The only "rider" that the House of
Bishops placed on implementing their
decision next November 1 is that there
be no "overwhelming negative reaction"
from other national and area Churches
which make up the Anglican Communion.
The Canadian bishops asked their
primate, Archbishop E . W. Scott, to
seek out opinions on the policy from
other leaders in the 50 million-member
Anglican family around the world. He
has also been asked to inform the leaders of the Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches, neither of which has ordained women as priests.
In an interview, Archbishop Scott
said he expects a favorable response to
the Canadian Church's move. He
pointed out that other branches of the
Anglican Communion-notably, the
mother Church of England, Jamaica
and New Zealand-have approved in
principle the ordination of women to the
priesthood.
"Even the Orthodox Church, which
will be the last to take action themselves, have told me they see no theological reason against it," the primate
said. "The Roman Catholic bishops, who
met with eight of our bishops in Toron46
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JohnWitherspoon

(RNS Photo)

NEW STAMPS FOR NEW RATES
The U.S. Postal Service has released designs for stamps and postal stationery which will
be issued in connection with the new postage rates that go into effect Dec. 28. Three of
the stamps, two of which will have religious themes, are reproduced here. From le~ are:
the 11 cent Freedom of the Press commemorative; a 9 cent postcard honoring John
Witherspoon, Presbyterian minister, first president of Princeton, and signer of the Declaration of Independence; and a 24 cent stamp showing Boston's Old North Church,
from which lanterns were hung during Paul Revere's ride.

VIETNAMESE RELEASE 7
CAPTIVE MISSIONARIES

to last weekend, felt the same way."
Archbishop Scott's reference was to
the recent meeting of eight bishops
from each Church, who decided to encourage study and reflection among
their members on the doctrines of the
ministry and the Eucharist. The Anglican Church of Canada recently broke
off union negotiations with the United
Church of Canada after more than 30
years of talks.
RNS
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Missionaries John Miller (second
right) and his wife, Carolyn (right) ,
of Allentown, Pa., look on with big
smiles as their daughter, Luanne, 5,
talks to newsmen in Bangkok following
their release on October 30 by the Provisional Revolutionary Government of
South Vietnam. At center is Mrs. Betty
Mitchell of Cass Lake, Michigan, who
was also released. The missionaries
had been captured when Communist
forces overran the Vietnam central
highlands last March.
Not shown but also among the seven
American missionaries released were
Dr. Richard and Lillian Phillips, of
Bloomington, Minnesota, who had
been in South Vietnam for 17 years as
Christian and Missionary Alliance missionaries. Mrs. Phillips is the sister of
Mrs. Ruth Schevenius, a United Methodist missionary in Rhodesia who is
currently on furlough in Minneapolis.
She received a call from her sister in
Bangkok, Thailand. The missionaries
might have been released earlier, says
Mrs. Schevenius, but they caught
malaria at the camp at Ban Me Thuot
where they had been imprisoned and
the Communists did not wish them to
be released in ill health. They were

taken to Hanoi and were released after
their health improved. "They were also
interrogated often," reports Ms. Schevenius, who had been working for
months for the release of her sister and
brother in law, "but my sister says the
missionaries did not mind because it
gave them a chance to say why they
were there." The missionaries had lost
a little weight, but were otherwise all
right.
WORLD COUNCIL'S LEADER
APPEALS TO MRS. CANDHI
Dr. Philip A. Potter, general secretary
of the World Council of Churches, has
called on Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
to release those detained for political
dissent and to "restore the democratic
rights of the people for political expression."
In a letter to Mrs. Gandhi sent on
October 17, Dr. Potter appealed especially for the release of Mr. J. P. Narayan, a 73-year-old political opponent
who is being held in solitary confinement de pite failing health. But he also
mentioned the "wide spread distress"
over the detention without hial of a
very large number of other political
prisoners.
Dr. Potter was particularly critical of
the powers assumed by the Executive
under the amended Maintenance of Internal Security Act. No grounds need to
be given for detaining any person and
detainees lose all legal rights. This constitutes "a very serious abridgement of
human rights," he said.
While welcoming the economic reform which the present Indian regime
is attempting to carry out, Dr. Potter
said the participation of all the people
in nation-building requires freedom to
disseminate
information,
exchange
ideas and express opinions, including
dissenting views.
After calling for the release of po1itical prisoners and freedom of expression,
Dr. Potter states: "We are confident
such steps will contribute to maximizing
the participation of the people, and will
strengthen your attempts for the revitalization of the economy and for ensuring
justice especially to the weaker sections
of society."
(EPS)

The proposal would revise the Social
Principles to "welcome all persons regardless of sexual orientation into fellowship and membership," instead of
the present statement that "we do not
condone the practice of homosexuality
and consider this practice incompatible
with Christian teaching."
At the same time, the 90-member
board refused to recommend deletion of
a phrase which now says, "We do not
recommend marriage between two persons of the same sex," and declined to
recommend adoption of a definition of
families as including "couples of the
same sex."
Board members joined the United

Methodist Council on Youth Ministries
and the Church's F amily Life Committee in recommending that the 1976 General Conference establish a study commission on human sexuality.
Other resolutions adopted by the
board for transmittal to General Conference urge removal of criminal penalties
for use of possession of small amounts
of marijuana, while supporting strong
law enforcement efforts against the illegal sale of all drugs; and support unconditional amnesty for protestors of the
Vietnam war as "an act of reconciliation."
In a statement on the Middle E ast
similar to one adopted by the Women's

Love so amazing, so divine.
As Christians we are called to share
that love not only at Christmas but
every day .
Through the United Methodist Child
Support Program our church
demonstrates the love that came at
Christmas by providing care and
concern, food and clothing for more
than a million children 365 days a
year.
If Christmas, or any other day, is to
have meaning the orphaned, displaced, impoverished and lonely
children of this world need to know
this love divine .

Make love come alive in some child's
life. Clip this coupon and mail with
your gift TODAY.

CHURCH AND SOCIETY URCES
MORE OPEN POLICY ON CAYS
The United Methodist Board of
Church and Society has adopted by a
two-to-one ratio a petition to the 1976
General Conference calling for a more
open policy toward church membership
for homosexuals.
New World Outlook •
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H a ncl-co lo 1·ed p hutog rn p h
of you r c hurc h o r an y
:)Ce ne o n pretty 10 1,4 -inc h
gold-rim plates. O r de rs
fill ed fo r on e doze n or
mo r e p lates. A lso church
note pa pe r in quantity .
Write f or f1·ee informatio n . DE l'T. WO

FERRELL'S ART WARE
Appomattox ,

Vi rginia

245 22

BOOKAUTHORS !
Join our 1ucceuful authon in
a complete , reliable publiahinR
program ; publicity, advertil·
in1. handsome books. Send fo r
FREE report on your manu·
ecript and Pub/uh You' Booh
CARLTON PHH Dept. RHX
84 Fifth Ave , New York . 10011

VACANCY
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Position: Assistant Ge neral Secretary.
National Divi sion, Board of Global
Mini stri es
Respon sible for program planning
and development of Agency Concern s for the National Divi sion and
for ad ministratio n of the Southeaste rn Reg io n of the U.S.
This is a broadly ba sed portfolio
deal in g with Community Centers,
Educational Minist ri es, Homes, and
Healing Se rvices as Program in th e
Nationa l Mi ssion .
Experience in the United Methodi st
Church , expert ise in admini stration
and expe ri ence wi th ethnic constituenc ies preferred .
Contact: Dr. Randolph Nugent
National Division
475 Riverside Drive, Rm 300
New York, N.Y. 10027

Division of the UM Board of Global
Minish·ies, the church and society board
urged an "over-all solution rather than
a partial settlement" of the conflict and
called for the Palestine Liberation Organization ( PLO ) to be included in
negotiations as the representative of
Palestinian Arabs.
A call for legislation to eliminate private ownership and use of hand guns
was adopted by the board, as was a
statement endorsing advertising of contraceptive techniques in the mass media.
In another area that has attracted
wide-spread publicity, the board voted
to rehire Jane Mills Reed as staff head
of the Division of Emerging Social Issues. The division recommended the action after some 20 hours of discussion
in closed session.
RECORD PROTESTANT GIVING
REPORTED IN ANNUAL SURVEY
Members of 44 national Protestant
bodies contributed more than $5 billion
48
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in 1974, at a record per capita rate of
$116.77, according to the annual survey
of the National Council of Churches.
Giving increased by 9.1 per cent
over the previous year, but the gain was
offset by a dollar drop of 11 per cent
in purchasing power in 1974 due to inflation.
With the exception of the Southern
Baptist Convention, which increased
both in membership and giving, most
major denominations reported for the
third straight year that a decreased
membership is giving more.
Ten mainline Churches having a membership of 27,443,000-a drop of 1.3 per
cent from the previous year-reported
an increase of 7.7 per cent in contributions.
The Southern Baptist Convention, the
largest denomination in the U.S., increased its membership by 1.8 per cent
for a total of 12,513,378. Contributions
increased by 11.4 per cent.
The ten mainline Chmches in the
sampling are the American Baptist
Churches in the USA ; Christian Church
( Disciples of Christ) ; the Episcopal
Church; the Lutheran Church in America; the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; the Presbyterian Church in the
U.S. (Southern) ; the Reform ed Church
in America ; the United Church of
Christ; the United Methodist Church;
and the United Presbyterian Church in
the USA.
A record $4.2 billion was ear-marked
for congregational expenses. Benevolence giving, chiefly for mission purposes, totaled a record $1.07 billion.
The Seventh-Day Adventists again
topped the list by posting the highest
rate of per capita giving: $486.48. More
than 70 per cent of contributions were
earmarked by Adventists for benevolence or support of missions.
Per capita (full or confirmed members) for the United Presbyterians in
1974 was listed at $157.26. Figures for
the United Methodists for th e same year
were not complete, but for 1973 per
capita United Methodist giving was
$92.99.
SCOTTISH CHURCH REPORTS
RISE IN CONTRIBUTIONS
Optimistic news that Church of Scotland (Presbyterian) congregations were
responding well to a recent campaign
to increase offerings was announced by
the Commission of Assembly.
The Rev. John Paterson, convener of
the stewardship and budget committee,
said congregations so far this year had
increased their contributions to the Mission and Service Fund by $133,400 over
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One day at a ti me, for 365
days, Phillips shares his
struggles ... an d h is victories .
The brigh t days a nd th e d ark
nights of his soul.
He wrestles with the m uddle
of life and lea n s hard on
God ... "our eternal
contemporary."
FOR THIS DAY probes topics
of deep concern to every
committed Ch ristian and offers
bite-sized pieces of tru th you
can chew o n all d ay long.
Profound thou ghts expressed
in everyday language .
Words of love and h ope tha t
will give you new strength to
live dai ly as life was meant to
be lived .
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the 1974 figure.
This increase, he said, was equal to
9.5%, the highest percentage rise yet to
the fund which finances the wider work
of the Church.
He added, "It would be quite wrong
not to feel a real sense of hope and encouragement from the figures which
bear out what has been said beforeonce our people know what the situation is, they will respond. However, we
have no way of telling how the increase
is made up-we cannot count our chickens until the year is ended. Until then
let us be content and hope that in the
next 12 months the Church can concentrate less on arithmetic and more on
the important reasons for giving."
Later, the Rev. William Johnston,
convener of the Church and Nation
Committee, told the commission in a
fiery address that it was time for Christians to show their witness "on the shop
floor, in offices and in the market place."
'Whether or not we are as a nation
drifting into moral chaos is a matter of
opinion," he said.
"But," he emphasized, "the Church
need make no apology for speaking out
against evil and injustice where these
things exist-Christian men and women
should seize every opportunity for an
involved and imaginative witness."
(RNS)

JAPAN'S UNITED CHURCH
FACES PERSONNEL SHIFT
The Executive Committee of the
United Church of Christ in Japan

- - -- - - - - -

You can

be there!

In more than a hundred places helping thousands of persons find new hope
m their lives - through your gifts

human
relations
day

rum

On
Jan. 25
1976

On this day we join our Lord in expressing
a concern for the spiritual and physical
welfare of all people.
One Church - Many cultures
Order materi a ls from

United Methodist Communications
1200 Davis St., Evanston, Ill. 60201
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( Kyodan ) has accepted the resignation
of the Rev. George Hanabusa, who
served as General Secretary since November, 1972. Hanabusa resigned for
personal reasons.
The Executive Committee appointed
the Rev. Tiyoshi Takai, executive secretary for general affairs, to be Acting
General Secretary until a new General
Secretary is appointed. A committee of
five was appointed to bring to th e next
meeting of the Executive Committee, in
February, a nomination for the new
General Secretary.
Mr. Takai is a graduate of Niijima
Gakuen, Takasaki City, and Doshisha
University School of Theology. He
served parishes in Beppu, Kyushu, and
Tokyo prior to being called to be executive secretary of the Joint Broadcasting
Committee in 1969. In 1972 he assumed
the responsibilities of the general affairs office.
Mr. Hanabusa joined the Kyodan
staff in 1964 with responsibilities for

Japanese m1ss10nary personnel serving
abroad and missionary personnel serving in Japan. H e has served on committees in the Christian Conference of Asia
and the Japan-North America Commission on Cooperative Mission. He will
continue to serve as associate pastor of
Tokyo Itabashi Church, where the Rev.
Mrs. Mitsue Hanabusa, his wife, is pastor in charge.
WORLD COUNCIL URGES U.N.
TO RESCIND ZIONISM VOTE
The World Council of Churches has
urged the United Nations General Assembly to "reconsider and rescind" its
endorsement of the resolution equating
Zionism with racism.
Dr. Philip A. Potter, general secretary
of the World Council, declared the
organization's "unequivocal opposition
to the equation of Zionism with racism,"
and said the U .N. action was a matter
of deep concern to the wee.
With regard to the nature of Zionism,
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Dr. Potter said it is "a complex historical
process, expressing many different aspirations of the Jewish people over the
years and is subject to many understandings and interpretations." None of
these, he added, "can properly be used
to condemn Zionism as racism."
Response by United Methodist Church
officials to the United Nations' resolution
on Zionism has scored the action as
"one-sided . . . indefensible . . . and
irresponsible." A resolution by the
denomination's United States bishops
and a private letter to Jewish leadership
from the Board of Global Ministries and
the Board of Church and Society also
overreaction toward the discouraged U.N.
The letter to Jewish leadership, dated
November 14, was signed by Bishop
Paul A. Washburn of Chicago, Ill.,
president of the Board of Global Ministries, the Rev. Dr. Tracey K. Jones, Jr.,
general secretary, Bishop James K.
Mathews of Washington, D.C., vicepresident for ecumenical and interreligious affairs; and the Rev. Dr. Robert
W . Huston, chief ecumenical staff officer.
Signers for the Board of Church and
Society were Bishop A. James Armstrong, president; the Rev. A. Dudley
Ward, general secretary; and the Rev.
Herman Will, Jr., associate general
secretary for world peace.
"Out of Christian conscience," the
agency leaders wrote, "we deplore the
irresponsible and self-defeating vote in
the General Assembly of the United
Nations, which presumed to define
Zionism as racist in character. To attempt such a definition is indefensible
in historical perspectives."
The resolution "solves nothing," the
letter continued, "adds anguish to Jews
. . . endangers support for the United
Nations . . . (and) dulls the edge of
hopes for combatting racism wherever
it exists, precisely because definitions
of racism and nationalism are now
blurred." (At press time, a statement by
United Presbyterian Church officials
was not available.)
The World Council's Dr. Potter
pointed out that in 1967, a UNESCO
document had defined racism as "antisocial beliefs and acts which are based
on the fallacy that discriminatory intergroup relations are justifiable on
biological grounds."
The UNESCO statement also said
that "racism falsely claims that there is a
scientific basis for arranging groups
hierarchically in terms of psychological
and cultural characteristics that are
immutable and innate."
Dr. Potter declared that "there is no
evidence that Zionism is overtly racist."

DRUMS
OF WAR
The Continuing Crisis in Rhodesia

This series of penetrating essays edited by George M .
Daniels contribute much to an understanding of Rhodesia's
turbu lent past and the smoldering struggle of more than five
mil l ion Blacks to achieve government by majority rule in a
regime dominated by less than a quarter million Whites.
" Drums of War is the most complete and comprehensive
summary of the situation in Rhodesia which I have seen ."
Tracey K. Jones, Jr.
General Secretary, Board of Global
Ministries, United Methodist Church
11

• • • lively and sardonic insights into the struggle for land
and education, the daily insu lts, police harassment, and the
heartbreaking search for jobs .. . ."
Faraiyi Sigauke
Cincinnati Herald

" One of the most thorough presentations of the origin and
development of the Nationalist Movements of Zimbabwe
fo und anywhere .... "
Bishop Ralph E. Dodge
Former United Methodist Bishop of Rhodesia
11

An interesting, and often rather effective, mix of primary
sources o n Rhodesia and the liberation movements, with an
afterword by Congressman Charles Diggs detai I ing the recent
U .S. "ti lt" toward the white-minority regimes."
Foreign Affairs
January, 1975
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ARMED WITH LOVE : Stories of the Disciples by Gerald N.
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THE DIVINE YES by E. Sta nl ey Jones. In his last book, an
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LETTERS TO KAREN by Charli e W . Shedd. New gift edition.
An achievement in prose-unforgettable letters written by a
father to hi s newly engaged daughter. Condensed in
Readers' Digest. Beautifully bound and gift boxed, $8.95.

at your cokesbury bookstore

.'

Ai

abinqdon
the book publishing department of
the unrted method1Sf publishing house

.\

A

B
B

B

B

INDEX TO new/WORLD OUTLOOK FOR 1975
New Series, Vol. XXXV, No. 5 - Vol. XXXVI, No. 4; Whole Series, Vol. LXV, N os. 1-11
KEY: Contributors of articles in Small Capitals, major subj ects in LARG E CAPIT LS, titles of contributors in italics.

I. ARTICLES, SUBJECTS, CONTRIBUTORS
A
DJALI , l1A: Wl liat Trend
the U . .?, 129
Alaska:
Different Strle, by
win H. laynard, :n6
Amos-God peaks To A
tion, by II. laude Young,

for

EdraJr.,

-+ 25
Ai GOLA:
Angola's Agostinho
eto-A
Personal Portrait, by Ralph
E. Dodge, 339
Angola 1961 R em embered, by
l\Ialcolrn l\ lc\leigh , 76
ARIAS, M oRTil\IER: Jesus Christ
Frees and Unites, 4 77
SI :
Asian Americans, by Jonah
Chang, -H 2
Peo ple Po\\'er in R ural Asia, by
Daniel and N eva Cort, 493
As Others See Us, by Charles E.
Brewster, 444
B
BAISDEN, DA IEL R .: Il aiku, 36
BAR ES01 , JUNE RoTirn:
ew
H ope in Sacram ento : "This
Room Used to Be . . .. ", 240
BILLINGS, PEGGY, interview Kim
T ong Kil: " This Jail Is A I-luge
Chu~ch '', 22 -f
BOOK :
Black Experience in R eligion ,
Th e, ed . by C . Erie Lincoln ,

356

Book of \ Vorship for Unit ed
States Forces, edited and
publi h ed under th e supervision of th e Am1ed Forces
Chaplains Boa rd, 407
Bread for the \Vorld , by Arthur
Simon, 509
Dialogue: In Search of Jewish /
Christian Understanding, by
John Sh elby pong and Jack
Daniel Spi ro, 304
Dairy of Dail y Pra ye r, by J.
Barrie Sh eph erd, 148
Doing Th eology in a R evolutionary Situation, by Jose
Iiguez Bonino, 56 3
Drnms of \V ar, Th e Continuing Crisis in Rhodesia, edited
by Geo rge i\ I. Daniel , 252
Gandhi To Vinoba : The eiv
Pilgrimage, by Lanzo Del
Va to, 202
God in Africa: C onceptions of
God in African Traditional
R eligion alld Christianity, by
lalcolrn J. Ic\/eigh , 355
Ka rma/ in•ana, Two Buddhist
Tales, by Paul Carus, 44
M issio nary Enterp rise in China
and America , Th e, edited by
John K. Fairbank, 407
Tation Y et To Be, A , by James
Arm trong, 459
N ew Castle, Th e, by Ialach i
lartin, 147
N ew Ilope for the I-I w1gry?,
by Larry i\ linear, 509
Tursing Ilome Care in the

Unit ed States: Failure in
Public Policy, SubcommitteeSnecial Committee on Aging, 147
Once U Pon a Tim e, God . ... ,
by Thoma Howard, 95
R eaping the Gree n Hevolution,
by Sudhir Sen, 509
Rhodesia: Th e Strnggle For
Freedom , by Leo nard T .
Kapungu, 2 52
Southeast Asians Speak Out,
H ope and Despair in Man)'
L'1nds, edited by Barbara
and Leo n Howell, 303
Thinking About God, by John
i\facquarrie, 564
T o Barbara \V ith Love, by
Toan Bel Geddes, 95
Triviali;:ation of the United
Presbyterian
Church ,
by
Joh n R. Fry, 4 59
Twentieth-Centu ry
Perspectives, by J. Trema yne Copp]es tone, 355
\\!arming Fires, by James
Seller , 510
\ Ve Are All PO\V's, by Chuck
Toell an d Gary W ood, 563
\ \!hat D o Y ou Say to a Hungry
\ Vorld? by Stanley Mooneyham, 509
\ Vhat's Ahead For Old First
Church? by Ezra Earl Jones
and Robert L. \ Vilson, 20 1
\ V hole Child/ \ V hole Pare nt,
by Polly Berri en Berends,

CnAO, JONATIIAN: Special Heport:
Christian Comm unit y Life in
a Chinese Village, 249
Children's Ilomes-The Gift and
the
fon ger, by Clayton E.
ordstrom and Dick Bowman ,
5 31
C lll A:
Special R eport: Christian Community Life in a Chinese
Village, by Jonath an Chao,
249
C hurch Architecture S peaks, by
Douglas Hoffm an, 446
C hurch Grow th in Kenya, by
l\ falcolm J. IcVeigh , 15
CLARK, ELLEN: A D eaco ness
L ooks Back , 37
. . A Ouiet R evolution in a
Connecticut Church , 14 3
.. A Hural R epair Center 111
Ba ngladesh , 22
. . Greening of Inner Cit y
Savannah, 496
.. In
fission in Cle1•eland,
387
.. \ V h y An Ounce of Pre1•ention is llard to Administer, 80
COLLI NS, BILL : Prison-" For
Th ose \V ho \ '\fish To Attend" ,
529
Col\IER, II ELE : Las Vegas: G od
in Glitter Gulch, 53-f
C OJ\IISK EY,
1YRA H ARGRAVE:
Th ere's
Something
Stron g
A bottt the l\ Jeek, 344
Communion of Em pty Hands, A,

\V iriyanw: M y Lai in l\1o:wmbique, by Adrian H . Hasting , 252
Bow IAN,
D1cK:
Children's
I-Jomes-Th e G ift and the
Mange r, 53 1
BRAZIL:
Dav in DT)• lal~e, A . by H elen
Kromer, 19
Startin g Wl here the Indian s
Are, by Helen Kromer, 2-+ 7
BREWSTER, CHARLES E .: Are
Th ere Alternatives to Priso n?
552
.. As Others See Us, 444
.. T wo J.\,1issionaries to the
U.S .. II oracio Tios, 33 1
. . T wo Profiles in MissionMildred Black- 36 Y ears in
Liberia, 399
BROWN, CAROL: I-I ospitals-Both
Joys and Sorrows, 533

Confessing C hrist Toda y, 4 79
Co in, DA NIEL: Peo ple Poll'e r 111
Rural Asia, 493
CORT,
EVA : People Power in
Rural Asia, 493
C ROSS WELL, l-I AL H ., JR.: An
Eye Clinic in Haiti, 89
Cuba's Church in a Tim e of
R eco nciliation, by Joyce Hill ,

510

c
CAlllPBELL, BARBARA < .: V oltmteers 6 United l\lethodist
\ \!om en , 2 30
CARROLL, Ew1 Nc VV., JR .: Fresh
Faces in Five Places, M issionaries Profile Some Perso ns in
1\1 ission , 33
CASll , D1 cK: ll om e Building in
\ Visconsin, 8 5
C11A NC, Jo All : Asian American s,
-H 2

11 3

378
D
Deaco ness L ooks Back, J\ , !)y
•lien C lark, 37
DEATII S:
Johnson, Rev. Robert Pierre, 5
Jones,
frs. i\Iarth a Clay ton,

315
Leiper, Dr. H enry Smith , 55
Spottswoocl , Bishop Steph en
Gill, 49
D ERBY, IAR IA N: Fre h Faces in
Firn Places, Missio naries P rofile Some Persons in fission,
35
D Ew, RANDLE B.: Going " W' ild"
As f\ V olunteer, 129
DI AZ,
NA i\ IAR IA: Heli!iion ill
t he leltin a Pot of the arib bea n-San Juan, Puerto R ico ,
216
D oDCE, RALP II E.: Angola's
J\gostinho
eto-A Perso nal
Portrait, 339
. . . This l\lan l\lu;:orewa, 2-+ 3

E
EARLY, TRA Y: Four Generations of f ission in Japan , 137
.. Growing T oll'ard Unity in
Poughkee psie, 2 33
. . Peacemakers in
Tort hem
Ireland, 321
. . T11"0 Profiles in
Iission\Villiam
\Ve iler-Christians
and / ell's, 397
Ecology and Christian Ethics, by
Daniel I-I. Hennin g, 335
EDITOR IALS :
America and th e C .I.A . . .
527
A atio n Under God?, 423
.. . and Eldridge Cleaver, 527
mn sty Ts Still the Answer,

319

Anoth er Yea r of Our Lord, 7
Back to th e Fifties?, 16 3
Cause for Gratitude, A, 59
Christmas Is ot Syncceoche,
527
" Corne, J\11 Ye th at Labo r ...",
111
Gu ns of September, TI1c, 423
IJow Im po rtant is Sexuality?,
475
Lent an d th e ew Asce ticism,

59
Iadne s in Korea, 215
Tew Patriotism,
eeclecl : A
319
o l\ lore Sulki ng in the T ent,
423
Praye r, A, 7
R.I .P ., TODAY, T omorrow?,

215
S. 1 is Bad ews, 475
chwcitzer, Albert, 7
ucce s is Counted Sweetes t

... ' 163

T o Bribe or ot T o Bribe. 37 1
Two Cheers for Betty Ford,
37 1
Understanding South e<ist :\ sia,
267
\ Vhat Ends Requi re Such
1eans? . 111
\ Vriting "Finis" in Indochi na,
215
Ethnic l\ l inorities and the C hurch,
by W oodie \V . White, 435
Evangelism in the U.S.-\ V hat
Il as I t Been? \'\!hat \ Vill It
Be?, by i\Iartin E. fa rty, 8

F
F ILi\ I :
Burning Bright , 460
Ilea rts and l\ l inds ( cloc um cnta ry ), cl irectecl by Peter
Dav is, 30-f
Little Prince , The , 4-f
lurder on the Orient Express,

-+-+
ashville, directed by Robert
Altma n. -+08
Passe nge r, The, clircctecl by
[ichelangelo Antonioni, 356
R elease, 95
FR EE r , OLGA: An O rego n
D octor in Liberia, 87

l DEX

2
Fresh Faces in Five Places, Iissionaries Profile Some Perso ns
in Iis ion, by Roy Severence,
Patricia Peacock. Ac \ Visch meier, Ewing \ . Ca rroll, Jr.,
Iarian D erby, 31
From Sibu to Zanesville, by James
R . Hipkins, 41
G
WI /wt D o
Y ou Do \ Vit h An Institutional
\ V hite E lebhant?, 393
G LOBAL III I TRIES :
Ecumenical and I nterreligious
Concern Division, 191
Education and Cultivation Divisio n , 194
Global Dialogue, between Bish op Paul A. \Vashb urn and
Dr. Tracey K. Jone, Jr., 165
Global Min istries, Board of,
Annual R eport, 164
H ealth and ·welfare Ministries
Division, 188
ational Divisio n, 184
Treasurer's R eport, 200
United M ethodist Committee
on R elief Division , 181
\ Vome n's Division, 177
\ Vo rk Units:
Crusade Scholarship Committee, 198
C ommittee on Perso nnel
In Mission, 199
\ Vo rld Divisio n, 169
GR EE E, J oH NY: Special R eport: On "A llocating" Refugees, 409
Greening of Inner City Savannah ,
by Ellen Clark, 496
Growing Toward Unit y in Poughkee psie, by Tracy Early, 233
G ILBERT,

RI CH ARD:

H
Haiku , by Daniel R. Daisden, 36
I--IA I L I N, J OYCE V.: \ Vhat's At
Stake in the Law of the Sea?,

373
" H earing" the Good
ews in
Oklahoma , by Noah Long, 383
H EN I G, DANIEL, H .: Ecology
and Christian Ethics, 335
HILL, JOY CE: Cuba's Church in
a Time of R eco nciliation, 378
H1PKI NS, JAMES R .: From Sibu to
Zanesville, 41
Hispanic Americans, by H ector
avas, 4 38
H AO, Y AP KI r : South east Asia:
Christian Presence, 268
HO FF IAN,
D ouGLAS :
Church
Architecture Speaks, 446
H ospitals-Both Jo ys and Sorrows, by Carol Brown, 533
H OSTETTER, D ouGLAS: A Time to
H eal, 12 0
H owARD, J. N.: A Conference
Team in Costa Rica, 91
H owELL, BARBARA: Indonesia's
Simatupang-A Soldier and
Theologian, 292
. . The Downses R eturn to
Thailand , 140
. . Trends in Southeast Asia,

273
Indonesia's Simatupang-A Soldier and Th eologian, 292
.. The Downses Return to
Thailand , 140
. . Trends in Southeast Asia,

HmvELL,

L EON:

273
II U GE R :
Famine: \V hat IIope for a

H

Solution?, by Lau rence Simon , 134
\ Vorld H unger an d Food
Of Poverty, Proteins and
Profits, by Laurence Simon , 15
ine Months Plus Infinit )'
Eq uals
ow, by Carolyn
D . Icintyre, 19
A Rural R epair Center in
Bangladesh ,
by
Ellen
Clark, 22
u TON, R OBERT \ V.: Expecta tions of airobi, 484

I
India and Democracy, by Rich ard
Renwick mythe, 54 7
In Mission in Cleveland, by Ellen
Clark, 387

Four G enerations of M ission
in Japan , by Tracy Early, 137
Japan's Love/ Hate Affair with
the A sians, by Jim Stentzel,

299
Jesus Christ Frees and Unites, by
Mortimer Arias, 4 77
J o H so ,

\V .:

D OUGLAS

Viet-

namese R efugees-Beyond R esettlement, 542
Juan's Miracle, by Marjorie Vandervelde, 348

K
Kan sas Welcomes An In vasion ,
by M arjori e Matthaei, 390
K E RR , MAR CELLA: Free to L earn
in M ozambique , 498
KROl\IER , H EL EN: A Da y In D rylake, 19
.. Starting Where the Indians
Are, 247

L
Las Vegas : G od in Glitter Gulch,
by H elen Comer, 534
LAT!
Al\IIERICA :
" Critical" Issues in Latin America-] : Panama, 401
"C ritical" Issues in Latin America-2 : Chile, 453
" Critical" Issues in Latin America-3 : Costa Rica , 505
"Critical" Issues in Latin America-4: Peru, 559
L ERRI GO, CHARLES : A
ew Kind
of Hospital Chaplain, 488
Letters 45, 96, 148, 206, 253,

305, 357, 461 , 511, 565
OAH: " H e aring the Good
ews in Oklahoma, 38 3

L ONG,

L ow RY, M ARY SuE A D DAvm :

Do's 6 Don'ts for V olunteer
Teams , 84
Letters from Overseas 4 3, 94, 146,

302, 353, 405, 507
L ooking Into
LucE,

Do N:

Vaccinatio ns

in Bolivia , 92

1-1 .: A laska: A
Differen t Style, 236
M iddle East R efu gees-Still In
eed, by Darrell Shamblin, 413
1I !STER :
ew Ministers in East Ohio ,
by Connie .l\Iyer, 556
Mission .l\1emo 3, 55, 107, 159,

Boy, 327
\ Vhat's Ahead for

Vietnam?, 294
ELA I E:

211, 263, 315, 367, 419, 471,
523
MOZAMBIQU E:
Free to Lea rn in M ozambique,
by Marcella Kerr, 498
Moving Finger \ Vrites, Th e, 46,

97, 149, 203, 254, 306, 358,
411 , 462, 512, 566
Co
IE:
ew Ministers
in East Ohio, 556
. . Slow Change in Shreveport,

MYER,

124

PRISO :
Are Th ere Alternatives to Priso n?, by Charles E. Brews ter,

552
Prison-" For
Those
\ V ho
Wish To Attend", by Bill
Collins, 529
Prison Ministries: Concern and
Advocacy, by Richard Pacini,

449
Profile of Grace M ora, A , by
Elaine fagalis, 50 3

Q
Quiet R evolution in a Connectic ut Church, A , by Ellen Clark,

143

REES

Mc
McI NTOSH,

KE NNETH

B. :

M issiona ries T o the
M yong Cul Son, 332

T wo
U.S .,

CAROLYN D. : Nine
M onths Plus In fi nity Equals
Now, 19
1cVEIGH,
1ALCOLl\I J .: Angola
1961 Remembered , 76
.. Church Growth in Kenya,

Mel TYRE,

15
N
N IROBI :
Expectations of Nairobi, by
Robert W. Huston, 484
\ V hat Should Nairobi Do? , by
Paulin e 1[. W ebb, 480
ational M issio n of the Church,
Th e, by Ran dolph ugent, 431
ative Ame ricans, by Robert
Pinezaddleby, 440
Navas, H ector: Hispanic A mericans, 438
ew Hope in Sacramento : " This
Room Used to Be . . .", by
June Roth e Ba meson, 240
New Kind of H ospital Chaplain,
A., by Cha rles Lerrigo, 488
ORDSTROl\I , CLAYTO
E.: C hildren's H omes-The Gift and
the Manger, 531
ORTHERN IRELA D :
Peacemakers in No rthern Ireland, by Tracy Ea rly, 32 1
ORTH VIETNA IJ:
American Bishop in orth Viet
am, A n, by Paul A. \Vash bum , 11 6
Time to H eal. A, by D ouglas
Hostetter, 120
UGENT, R ANDOLP H : The
ational Mission of the Church,

43 1
0
Churches
in the H ome of the Bea n and
the Cod (Boston ), 26

OvERBEA, Lmx VIRGIL :

Prison l\1inistries: Concern and
dvocacy,

PA CINI,

A Profile of

Grace M ora , 503
. . Sh ould \ Vo men Be Volun tee rs? , 22 8
. . \ Vo men 6 D evelo pment ,

E.: Evangelism
in the U.S.-What Has It
Bee n? \V hat Will It Be?, 8
MATTHAEI ,
MARJORIE :
Kansas
\ Ve lcomes An In vasion, 390
MARTY, MAR Th

11 5

1AY ARD, EDWIN

p

M
MAGALIS,

POEM:
Frida y, by J. Barrie Shepherd

R
A Talent for Tal-

60

J

PA :

I AY, RoY H ., JR .:

RICHARD:

449

Fresh Faces
in Five Places,
1issionaries
Profile Some Perso ns in J\Iission , 32
PER U:
" Lights, Student Theater, Action", by T om Rouze r, 39
P1 NEZADDL1' BY, R oBE RT: Native
Americans, 440

P EACOCK, PATRI CIA:

DAvm·

ents, 501 .
REFUGEES:
Special R eport : On "Allocating" R efugees, by Johnny
Greene, 409
RELIGI01 I U.S. C ITIES :
Churches in the Home of the
Bean and the Cod (Boston),
by Luix Virgil O verbea, 26
R eligion in the Melting Pot of
th e Caribbean-San Juan ,
Puerto Rico, by Ana '[aria
Diaz, 216
Slow Change in Shreve port, by
Connie Myer, 60
RHODES IA :
This Man Muzorewa, bv Ra lph
E. Dodge, 243
RousER , ToM: "Lights, Student
Theater , Action", 39

s
Sense of Dignity, A. 457
S EVERENCE, R o Y : Fresh Faces in
Five Places, 1issio naries P10file Some Persons in Mission ,

31
SHA IBLIN,

DARR ELL:

East R efuge es-Still In

1iddle
ee d,

341
SHEPH E RD ,

J.

BARRIE:

(poem ), 115

Frida y

LAUREN CE:
Famine:
\V hat Hop e for a Solution?,

S11\ION,

134

. . . Of Pove rty,
Profits, 15
Sl\IYTHE,

Proteins

RICHARD

a11d

R ENWI CK:

India ar.d D emocracy, 547
SOUTHEAST ASIA:
Chantomg, Dr., and the R ole
of Asian \ Vomen, by Lance
R. Woodruff, 279
Downses Return to Thailand ,
The, by Barbara and Leon
Howell, 140
Free and Compassionate: R eflections of a Thai, by Koson
Srisang, 286
Indonesia's Simatupang-A Soldier and Th eologi.a n, by B a rbara and Leon H owell, 292
R eligious Life in Thailand , 29 1
Seminary at the Crossroads, by
Lance \Voodruff, 35 1
Southeast A sia: Christian Presence, by Yap Kim Hao, 26
Trends in Southeast Asia, by
Barbara and Leo n Howell,

273

Village Life in Southeast A sia,

2 2

3

DEX

\ Vhat's Ahead for Vietnam, by
Don Luce, 294
SR I SANG, K o ON : Free and Compassionate: R eflections of a
T hai, 286
STE T Z EL, J1 r : Japan's Love/
I-late Affair \Vith the Asians,
299

T
Talent for T alents, A., by David
R ees, 50 1
Th ere's Something Stro ng Abottt
the M eek, b y fyra Hargrave
Comi key, 344
" This Jail is a 1-Ittge Chttrch",
Peggy Billin gs interviews Kim
Tong Kil , 224
T wo Missionaries to the U.S .,
Hora cio Tios, by Charles E.
Brews ter, 331

Two Profiles in Mission\Villiam \Ve iler-Christians
and Jews, by Tracy Early,
397
Mildred Black-3 6 Y ears in
Liberia, by Charles E. Brewster, 399

v
VA DERVELD E, MAR J ORIE :

Sh ould \Vo men Be Volunteers?, by Elaine Maga li ,
228
V olunteers 6 United M ethodist \V omen, b y Barbara
E. Campbell, 230

w
A.: A n American Bishop in N orth Vie t Nam,
11 6
WEBB ,
P AULI NE
if .: \\!hat
Should airobi D o?, 480
\ V hat D o Y ou D o \ V ith An
In stitutional \~ hite Elephant?,
b y Richard Gilbert, 393
\V hat's at Stake in the Law of
the Sea?, by Joyce V . H aml in,
W A SHBUR N, PAUL

Jttan 's

Miracle, 348
Vietnamese
R efu gees-Beyo nd
Resettlement, by Douglas \ V .
Johnso n, 542
VOLU T <RS:
Going " \Vild" As a V olunt eer,
by Randle B. D ew, 129
Short-T erm Volunteers
Do's & Don'ts for Volunteer
T eams, by Mary Sue and
David Lowry, 84

373

\ V hat Trend for the U .N.?, by
]\Ilia Adj ali, 129

Ethnic
Minorit ies and th e Church , 4 35
\V1scHt- 1E I ER, A c: Fresh Faces in
Five Places, M issionaries Pro{zle Some Persons in Mission,
\ VHITE,

WooD I E

W .:

33
\Vhy An O un ce of Prevention is
lla rd to Administer, Duvon
Corbitt is interviewed by E llen
C lark, 80
\\!omen & Development, by
Elai ne M agalis, 124
\ VoODRUFF, L ANCE R. : Dr. Chan tomg and the Role of Asian
\ Vome n, 279
.. Semina ry At the Crossroads,
35 1

X, Y, Z
H. CLAUDE , JR . : AmosGod Speaks to a Natio n, 4 25

Y ouNc,

II. ILLUSTRATION S
A
AFRICA :
African child, 46
Ford, President, meets with
President Kenn eth Kaunda
of Zambia, 307
\Vorship service, 4 78
ALASKA:
Day Care staff member, 2 37
Ketchikan da y ca re center, 23 8
Shaffer, R ev. John , 23 8
·
Tuell , Bishop Jack M., 239
Allen, Bradford, 497
A GOLA:
Andrade, de, Pasto r, 78
Carvalho, E milio de, Bishop,

77

Dias, Andre, Pasto r, 79
Church school in Colua before
revolution, 76
Refugee weddin g in Zaire, 78
Refuge from fi ghting, 413
Scene in village in north ern
Angola, 79
Zaire, 77
ASIA:
Chairatna , Chandee, and Margaret Anto, 494
John , Joseph , 49 3
Kikuchi, H ajime, 495

B
BA GLADESH :
Christian volunteers leaving for
Bangladesh , 301
T raining a t agricultu ra l machinery repair center in Ratna pur, 75
BOLIVIA :
Beck. Dr. and Mrs. Frank, 349
Boli via, 92
Bope, Mary, 38
Bope, ifary, and M artin Piecuch, 38
Yepez, Juan , 348
Yepez, Juan, and Dr. H oward
Rusk, 350
Bouteflika , President of the General A sembly of Algeria, and
Ambassado r Jea nne Cisse of
Guinea, 132
BOYS HOM <S :
Boys listen to inmates, 327
H ouseparen t and boy, 327
Stull , uperi ntendent Ray, 327
BRAZIL :
Ca rlo preaching, 406

C hurch memb ers make co rn
pudding, 24
Contemporary Brazilian crucifix, 479
Literacy lesson , 24
M embers of church youth
gro up, 23
R ogers, Rev. Paul, visits h ome,
20

c
Ca rrington , R ev. LaVerle, 384
Chancel, 448
C havez, C esar, 512
C hildren at health fair, 42
CHINA:
Farm
family in mainlan d
China , 4 3
Former American Board C ompo und in Peking, 25 1
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Thais o utside th e Wat, 282
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