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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

November, 1974 

Lebanon. United Presbyterian Fraternal Workers are all reported safe as of October 
29 in the midst of the worst civil strife in Lebanon's history. Three couples, the 
Ken Baileys, the Hans Schellenbergs, and the Judson Allens are leaving. Fraternal 
workers currently in Beirut are Miss Elsie Farr, the Norman Horners, the James Stew
arts, Miss Dorothea Teeter, the Ben Weirs, the Hugh Harcourts, and Miss Nancy Feaber, 
and two missionaries of the Presbyterian Church U.S. 

China. David Y. K. Wong, a Chinese who is president of the Baptist World Alliance, 
visited Canton, Amoy and Swatow, three cities on mainland China, and reports that 
"there is a hunger for God's Word in China •... a longing for something more than ma
terial benefits." Mr. Wong says he was received warmly everywhere he went and that 
he was impressed with the health care facilities, food production, communications, 
and the status and role of women in China, but that the yearning for freer spiritual 
expression was also evident. "There are still Christian people in China," he said. 
"I met and talked with several of them when I was there. Many told me they pray 
morning, noon and night. 11 

Hungary. The report in last month's issue (p. 48) that 10 Hungarian Methodist 
pastors had been dismissed by their government for alleged misuse of church funds 
has been denied by Bishop Franz W. Schaefer. Bishop Schaefer says there are cur
rently 9 pastors in full connection and 2 on trial. "The Conference had to dismiss 
a pastor who refused to support his allegations before the investigative committee. 
He was joined by another pastor and a pastor on trial. A mis se of church funds 
could be substantiated neither by church nor government agencies." The report 
originally appeared in Christianity Today magazine. 

India. The emergency measures of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi will not bring de
mocracy to the masses or carry forward progressive changes, according to Dr. M. M. 
Thomas, an Indian layman who is chairman of the World Council of Churches central 
corrmittee and director of the Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and 
Society in Bangalore. He expressed his views in an article in a newsletter of the 
Christian Conference of Asia. Dr. Thomas agrees that the masses have not been 
helped by pre-Emergency patterns of democracy, but asserts that "many naive Chris
tians" have been "hoodwinked by this line of argument for the "Emergency." If Mrs. 
Gandhi does not heed the appeal to combine her economic measures with a restoration 
of democratic rights, Dr. Thomas warns, India ''will not only have continued dictator
ship but also more acute poverty through increased alienation of the masses from 
the structures of power and processes of decision-making." 



Vietnam. At its annual meeting in October BOGM vot ed to join a variety of reli
gious, peace and civic organizations in endors ing a project to send food and medi
cal supplies to Vietnam as a symbolic act of reconci l iation. The project, known as 
11 Friendshipment11

, is a 11 people-to-people 11 program of aid to Vietnam which hopes to 
"create a hopeful and positive future out of a host il e and destructive past. 11 By 
sending supplies requested by the Vietnamese , Fri endshipment also hopes to urge the 
U.S. Congress to remove present limitations on aid to Indochina and normalize re
lations with Vietnam. 

In other actions related to Indochi na, the Board urged the U.S. government to remove 
Vi etnam and Cambodia from the Trad i ng wi t h the Enemy Act so that needed materials 
could be sent to those areas "of cont i nui ng humanitarian need" and urged United 
Methodists to send letter s to Congress in support of Rep. Jonathan Bingham's bill 
H.R. 9503 whi ch wo uld repea l the embargo on trade with North and South Vietnam. 
The action was a follow-up on the board's statement last Spring pressing for "new 
r el ationshi ps with the peopl e of Indochina " that would be in keeping with the Ameri
can traditi on of "goodwil l and assistance i n post war reconstruction. " 

Refugees . The United Methodist Committee on Relief has resettled 4893 Vietnamese 
and Cambodi an refu gees in t he United States and is committed to resettling 1000 
more . Accordi ng to Dr . James Thomas of UMCOR the refugees who still await resettle
ment will be harder to reset tle because of a lack of skills and language problems. 
Vol untary agenc ies deali ng with refugees have been plagued by an ambiguous contract 
with t he U.S . government whi ch has created a great deal of misunderstanding. In
stead of a standard fee to be paid to each agency and each refugee, the entire 
amount has gone to t he respect i ve agenci es, permitting each to make its own subsidy 
to the refug ees themselves, and t his has var ied considerably from one agency to 
another. 

Reli ef . The World Counc i l of Churches ' Fund for Reconstruction and Reconciliation 
i n Indochi na has completel y subscribed its first appeal of $5 .5 million and has two 
mi ll i on dol l ars subscribed towards its new appeal of $5 million. The governments 
of North and South Vietnam have sent messages to the Fund expressing appreciation 
and hoping the Fund wi l l conti nue. United Presbyterians have contributed over 
$600,000 and United Methodi sts $900,000 so far . 

Panama. BOGM al so voted to endorse a resolution adopted by the National Council 
of Churches' Governing Board in October which urges the U.S. "to recognize the 
sovereign rights of the Rep ubl ic of Panama over al l Panamian territory including 
the present Canal Zo ne. 11 A del egation will be appointed to go to Panama. Latin 
America executi ve secretary L. M. McCoy says the 1903 treaty the U.S. negotiated 
with Panama is "one of t he most irrrnoral treaties our government has ever entered 
into with a foreign nati on. It i s ti me the Amer ican people knew the true facts 
about it. 11 

Mozambique. Dr . and Mrs. Robert Simpson, who have been missionaries in Mozambique 
for 16 years but were out of t he country on furlough when the new Frelimo govern
ment took over last June, have deci ded to return despite the fact that Frelimo may 
assign them to another part of the count ry t han Chicuque where Simpson has been a 



surgeon . The Simpsons were flown to Mozambi que in September to determine whether 
they would wish or be able to return and heard a strong appeal from Methodists at 
Cambini "to come back and work, even i f i t wo uld be outside the Methodist Church 
area . " Another mi ssionary doctor who teamed with Simpson at the Chicuque hospital, 
Dr. Bruce Broughton , has elected not t o return because of the government contract 
he would have to sign and the restr i ctions on freedom of speech . Simpson told the 
World Division that "we should neither crit i ci ze those who leave nor praise those 
who stay." The new Mozambique government has ta ken an increasingly Marxist tone 
in recent months and its criticisms of the chu rches have concerned Methodists who 
recall the Church's opposition to the Portuguese reg ime and humanitarian aid to 
Frelimo. 

Board Meeting Cont. A proposal by the Heal t h and Wel fa re Ministries Division to 
replace mandatory retirement with a flexible system, on t he basis that a compulsory 
system represents "ageism" or discrimination based solely on chronological age , re
ceived a lively debate and was then referred bac k for further study .... The Ecumeni
cal and Interreligious Concerns Division has been wo ndering whether it rightly be
longs in the Board of Global Ministries and came within one vote of asking General 
Conference for a special status; .some members fe lt EICD has had a "muted" voice in 
BGM and that its tiny staff is overworked. The Di vision l ater declared unanimously 
its intent to stay in BGM .... The National Division approved appropriations totaling 
$8.7 million for the United States and Puerto Ri co. Agency Concerns and Parish 
Ministries, two of the division's four agencies , wi ll di spense approximately $5 mil
lion, with the largest singl e grant of $1 .4 mi ll ion go i ng t o 5 community centers in 
32 states. The second largest, nearly $1 million, wi ll go t o Youth Serving Mini s
tries, which includes 13 child care agencies, 11 schoo l s t hat primarily serve blacks, 
Native Americans and Hispanics in the U.S. and Puerto Rico ... . UMCOR reported income 
of $6 . 6 million as of September 30, the highest in t he reli ef organization's 35-year 
history for a nine month period and $500 ,000 more t han 19741 s total income, and 1974 
was a record year .. Funds for hunger have led the way ... . A t en year review of activ
ities of the Women's Division from 1964-1974 reports tota l giving in that period was 
$161 ,081 ,693.00, of which $143 million went to the wo rk of the World and National 
Divisions and $5 million to Education and Cultivation . 181 ,304 persons attended 
Conference Schools of Christian Mi ssion and 15,688 went to Regional schools. 

Publicat.ions. BOGM took a look at the proposal s that t he Joint Committee on Commu
nications of the denomination will be forwarding to the General Council on Ministries 
concerning the publications of the chur ch . Through its Education and Cultivation 
Division, the communications philosophy of JCC was affirmed and the criteria for 
evaluating publications was endorsed and adopted for use with its own publications, 
New World Outlook and response . The whole Board vot ed to affirm the importance of 
specialized audience pub1lcati ons in the recommended new system and asked their 
representatives on GCOM to convey this position. 

Korean "Blacklist". Seventy foreigners , incl uding ten leading U.S. and Japanese 
Christians, are on a "blackli st " of the Sout h Korean CIA, according to a Japanese 
weekly magazine . The blackli st divides "enemi es" of South Korea into three cate
gories: A (strongly anti-government i nd i vi dual s who have shown no sign of repent
ance), B (anti-government indiv tduals who have not repented), and C (those who have 
done some anti-government activities but who may show signs of repentance). Ameri-



can church l eaders named included Dr. Edwin Fisher (B), BOGM East Asia secretary, 
and Rev. Ed Luidens (C), East Asi a staff executive for the NCC. Other Americans on 
the list included Dr. Edwin Reischauer, former U.S. ambassador to Japan, and cor
respondents for the New York Ti mes, Washi ngton Post, Time, Newswee k, Los Angeles 
Times, Chicago Tribune, and Wal l Street Journal. 

Honduras. Archbishop Joseph L. Bernardin , president of the United States Catholic 
Conference, has issued a statement protesting recent human rights violations i n 
Honduras and expressing sol idar ity with those seeking to achieve justice in the Cen
tral America nation. A number of people have been killed there, including two 
missionary priests, and others have been harassed and imprisoned following a peasants' 
hunger march. In recounting developments, Archbishop Bernardin noted the role 
played by U. S. - based mul tinational corporations in a situation where "the vast ma
jority of the popul ation is forced to live in a state of misery while a tiny minor
ity, the nat ional oligarchy , grows rich and the multinational corporations realize 
ever greater profit s . 11 

Chile. The moderator of t he Evangelical Presbyterian Church i n Chile, Rev. Juan 
Polanco, and his co-pasto r , Rev. Dennis O'Shee, were released from prison in late 
October. Mr. Pol anco, pastor of a church in Antofagasta, and Mr. O'Shee were ar
rested by t he Chilean security police on September 29. Mrs. Polanca and their three 
children were ar rested several days later . Following international protests, spear
headed by the UPUSA , tney have been released but their future plans are unknown. 

England. London' s Alber t Hall was fil l ed on October 9 for two performances of a 
11 spectacular 11 in observance of International Women's Year. The "joyful and spark
ling cel ebrat ion of what it means to be a woman today" was sponsored by the Overseas 
Division of t he Methodist Church of Britain and it's theme was "Signs of Hope. 11 
Noting that t hi s was the only national observance of IWY, Colin Morris, general 
secretary of t he Over seas Division, commented that 11 It won't be the first time the 
followers of John Wesley ha ve saved Britain. 11 

Ministri es for t he Deaf. The annual wo rks hop of the United Methodist Ministry for 
the Deaf haSl)een-set fo r June 22-25 in North Carolina and will give special atten
tion to evangeli sm, worship , and developing a network of ministries with the D~af. 

Deaths. Lucill e Ever hart , a member of the Board of Global Ministries who attended 
her last meeting in Atl ant i c City in a wheel chair while suffering from abdominal 
cancer, di ed October 27, t wo days after the meeting ended , in Kingwood, West Virginia. 
A service of prayer and song was held for her on the next to last day of the meeting. 
The family requested memori al gifts to UMCOR food and work programs in India ... . 
Francis P. Jones, 84, a Met hodi st miss ionary i n China from 1915 to 1951 and a well
known author and seminary professor, died in Claremont, California . 

Miracles. Barbara Campbell's book, "United Methodist Women: In the Middle of To
morrow,11 has been classified by the Un i ted States Library of Congress. Its classi
fication is 11 miracles. 11 



~ EDITORIALSbJ 
How Important Is Sexuality? 
Should the 1976 General Conference 

establish a study commission on human 
sexuality? This seems to be the form 
now taken by the confused debate about 
sexuality (and particularly homosex
uality) which has been taking place 
within The United Methodist Church 
over the last several years. 

We should like to add our voice to 
those calling for a study commission 
on the whole subject of human sexuality. 
In fact we think that God, moving in the 
customary mysterious ways, is giving 
the denomination a chance to renew 
itself and its self-understanding. A little 
history may be in order. 

It is the custom of the media to dis
cover a "sexual revolution" every few 
years. Much of this is simply an easy 
way to sell the merchandise, but never
theless there has been a considerable 
change in sexual mores and attitudes. 
This is more attributable to such factors 
as increased afiluence, mobility and im
proved contraception than it is to such 
standard villains as pornography or per
missiveness. Social attitudes and values 
follow society rather than shaping it in 
the main, whether we like it or not. 

The church was then faced with the 
question as to how many of its standards 
in this area were Biblical and how many 
simply cultural. As is the nature of 
institutions, it has avoided the ques
tion as long as it can on the grounds 
of divisiveness. 

As a result, the churches abdicated 
leadership in this highly important and 
personal field. Official positions on sexual 
conduct inc1'easingly diverged from the 
practice of many of their members. 
Discussion of sexual problems became 
increasingly difficult and contributed 
mightily to the perception of the church 
as not concerned with real life. 

Into this minefield wandered the 
UMCYM with its now-abandoned pro
posal to ordain homosexuals. Surely this 
was the wrong proposal at the wrong 
time. Yet by tackling an issue so laden 
with emotion (not to say prejudice) , 
the young people have perhaps helped 
all of us to realize how ambiguous and 
obscure our standards in this whole area 
of life have become. 

Other denominations have already 
awakened to this problem. Both the 
United Presbyterian Church and the 
Lutheran Church in America have con-

ducted studies on human sexuality. The 
United Church of Christ has a study 
on homosexuality underway ordered by 
its 1975 General Synod. Any one who 
doubts that the United Methodists need 
such a study should read the 1972 Social 
Principles. A little something for every
body, and never mind consistency or 
coherence. Surely anyone who remem
bers the 1972 General Conference dis
cussion on homosexuality must be deter
mined that such hysteria should not 
reoccur. 

The question of homosexuality has 
been the most visible item in this agenda 
and it must be dealt with but it cannot 
be considered in isolation from the 
whole sexual scene. Questions relating 
to single life styles, divorce and pre
marital relations are equally important. 

These questions cannot be responsibly 
addressed in the tumult of a General 
Conference without adequate prepara
tion and expert advice. That is why a 
study commission is needed. 

To be sure, there are dangers in such 
a process. Change is always threatening 
to many people while sticking with the 
status quo is less and less tenable. The 
resulting tensions can either weaken 
the denomination or strengthen it, de
pending upon how well we function as 
a Christian community. That choice is 
up to us. 

S. 1 is Bad News 
"I was in prison and you visited me." 

Matthew 25: 36 
A growing national problem, over

crowding in prisons, is most likely to 
be made worse by a congressional bill 
which has just been reported out to 
the full Senate Judiciary Committee. 

The proposed Criminal Justice Re
form Act, known as S. l , is a good ex
ample of a well-intentioned effort at 
reform turning into a grab-bag of the 
most Neanderthal approaches to social 
problems. Instead of simply consolidat
ing existing federal criminal statutes, S.l 
achially incorporates many provisions 
not already in the law, including many 
provisions which are highly dubious in 
the light of first amendment rights and 
freedoms . 

At its October meeting in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, the Women's Division 
of the United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries urged its members to 
oppose S. 1, which it described as "re-

pressive." The bill would impose "harsh, 
retributive prison sentences and fines" 
and set "mandatory minimum sentences 
without possibility of probation for cer
tain offences." The Division also opposed 
the bill for its other provisions which 
would "enhanC'e secrecy in government" 
and "striHe public knowledge and discus
sion of military affairs ... " One measure 
of the bill is a byzantine Official Secrets 
Act which would prohibit the disclosure 
of national defense or classified informa
tion under nearly all circumstances
just a short step from total government 
censorship . 

Beyond the obvious arguments against 
this bill in terms of its threats to free
doms of speech, press and assembly, 
there is the obvious fact that our jails 
and prisons are already bursting at the 
seams. S.l will make it harder than 
ever for offenders to be paroled or re
ceive probation, harder to appeal a 
sentence, and easier to receive a maxi
mum sentence for commiting a felony. 
The only thing it will do to reduce the 
prison population is to authorize the 
death penalty for a greater variety of 
cases. One doesn't have to be in favor 
of "coddling criminals" to .realize that a 
measure whose likely result is a further 
crowding of our prisons is a short-sighted 
approach to crime. In Tennessee, where 
a prison riot in September left 39 injured, 
a facility intended for 1600 now houses 
2100 inmates. In Florida there are 
e ough new prisoners to warrant build
ing a new $3.5 million facility each 
month; the state had only 7000 prisoners 
ten years ago and now has 15,000. "The 
people feel inmates are sent to be 
punished," says one Florida corrections 
official in a recent report in the New 
York Times, "But 99.9 per cent of them 
are going to be out some day, and they 
will be your neighbors and mine." 

What is needed is an authentic 
Criminal Justice Reform Act which 
would take into account the recom
mendations of the American Bar Associa
tion broadening the possibilities of 
parole, as well as look into support for 
various diversionary programs, counsel
ling centers for troubled and runaway 
youth, reform of legislation on posses
sion of drugs, and in general broadening 
rather than narrowing the options so
ciety has for dealing with persons who 
transgress its laws. 
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The fifth Assembly of 
the World Council of 
Churches, to be held in 

Nairobi, Kenya, Novem
ber 23-December 1 O, will 
bring together Christians 

from 271 churches around 
the world. The theme of 

the Assembly is "Jesus 
Christ Frees and Unites." 

In future issues, we will 
bring you coverage of the 

meeting. In preparation, 
here are some reflections 

upon the theme and the 
Assembly by three partici
pants-a Latin American, 

an English woman and 
a United States man. 

T o say that Jesus Christ frees 
and unites is a tremendous 
affirmation of faith . What 
more can be said? The whole 
of Christian faith is summed 

up in these five words, which trans
late the old affirmation "Jesus Christ 
is Lord," or Peter's confession of 
faith which became the foundation 
stone of the Christian Church : " You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God." 

Here, too, is the raison d'etre 
of the Christian Church : to declare 
and announce to the world that in 
Jesus Christ there is liberation and 
reconciliation. It is the central thrust 
of the mission of the Church, and 
the main bone of contention for 
those who do not believe. Despite 
its peaceful tone, it is polemical 
in its effect because of its clear and 
universal claim . To affirm that Jesus 
Christ frees and unites is to echo 
the faith of the apostles : " For there 
is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we 
must be saved." (Acts 4 :12) 

And as if that were not enough , 
to affirm that Jesus Christ frees and 
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unites is to touch the very heart but 
also the living, open wounds of the 
world . For what need is more radi
cal and universal than liberation and 
reconcilation in the midst of an 
oppressed and divided world? The 
theme is relevant and daring. For 
that very reason it could well be 
greeted by cynicism or mockery. 
Can Christ liberate and unite this 
oppressed, divided world? And if 
so, why doesn ' t He? How can you 
make these words real? What proof 
is there? The Christian churches are 
divided, either identified with op
pressive regimes or silent in the face 
of evil-helpless to do anything 
about the oppression of the poor 
or the " slavery of riches". 

An Uncomfortable Announcement 

But at the same time the theme 
has tremendous potential! Despite 
our faults and weaknesses, the Gos
pel makes a bold affirmation about 
Jesus Christ and provides a coura
geous hope which reaches to the 
very corners of the earth and be
yond. The early Christians who an
nounced this Gospel , incarnate in 



a carpenter who died at the hands 
of the Romans, were no less coura
geous. Faithfulness to that Gospel 
of universal salvation forces us to 
make what sounds like a crazy an
nouncement : Jesus Christ frees and 
unites. To do so takes us beyond 
our familiar certainties and makes 
us uncomfortable. But we cannot 
do otherwise : " For necessity is laid 
upon me. Woe to me if I do not 
preach the gospel!" (I Cor. 9 :16). 

To say that Jesus frees is to echo 
the words of the Bible. But it is also 
a repetition : Jesus = Joshua = God 
frees. " And you shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins" (Matt. 1 :21 ). Jesus 
appears to the world identifying 
himself with the liberating hopes of 
the prophets who long for the M es
siah. His words in Luke's Gospel , 
" The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
because he has anointed me ... to 
set at l iberty those who are op
pressed" are not the announcement 
of ideals or future plans but the 
proclamation of an event whi ch is 
already taking place. " Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing. The Kingdom of God has 
come to you ." His healing, his 
preaching to the poor, his signs of 
liberation in the lives of those who 
drew near to him, are the proof 
that the liberator has arrived . It is 
true liberation, which only Christ 
could bring about : " So if the Son 
makes you free, you will be free 
indeed" (Joh n 8 :36). 

The New Testament witnesses 
again and again to the fact that 
liberation has come in Christ- a 
many-sided liberation from sin , the 
law and death (Romans 8:2). Is 
there any generation whi ch does 
not need to be freed from these 
three great enemies? Sin and death 
- the root and shadow of human 
li fe until the final l iberation. And 
the law, alw ays threaten ing us 
through our own creations, our 
ideal s and ideo logies, our own p ro
tective structures. It is preci sely 
these human stru ctures- economic, 
social , political or cultural , symbol
ized by " the law" in the New Testa
ment-which become " rebel pow
ers" and prevent us from living in 
freedom as the children of God. 

Total Liberation 

" Where the spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom" (I I Co r. 3 :17) . 
But the fact that the freedom Christ 
brought is not l imited to what we 
usuall y call "spi ritual " is clea r from 
the proclamation made in Nazareth, 
where the oppressed who are to be 
freed are described as " poor", 
" bl ind", " broken-hearted", " cap
t ive". " The acceptab le year of the 
Lord" is none other than the order 
of God, the " new earth", the inte
grat ing, total shalom. Jesus rejected 
the M essianic expectations of a tri
umphant king, who w ould not know 
suffe ring, but not the actual content 
of the Messianic hope centered on 
shalom, the peace of God which 
means harmony among peop le, with 
natu re and with God-health, well 
being, l iberty and wholeness. 

The Christian Chu rch is redis
covering the tota lity of the biblical 
message in its sea rch for an evange
lism w hich is relevant to our time. 
The Methodist Evangelical Church 
in Bo li via has tr ied to articu late its 
understanding of the liberation 
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The growth and variety of 
Christianity in Africa is 

illustrated by the worship 
service on this page and on 

page 8. 

promised in the message of Jesus 
and the mission of the Church: 

" Evangelization is the announce
ment of total liberation in Jesus 
Christ, Evangelization is preached 
to a whole being : individual and 
social , physical and spiritua l, his
torical and eternal . Evangelization 
sets in motion the forces of libera
tion. The Gospel of Jesus Chri st 
aims to free people from all the 
forces wh ich oppress them, whether 
interna l or external , individual o r 
impersonal. To announce this Gospel 
means denouncing all idol s or pow
ers which hinder God's liberating 
purpose for people. Consequentl y, 
action for justice and participation 
in liberating tasks are part and par
cel of preaching the Gospel." (Bo
liv ian thesis on evangelization in 
Latin America today) 

Sensitive Spot 

To claim that " Jesus Christ frees" 
is to touch a sensitive spot in Latin 
A merica today. It is not by chance 
that it was this part of the op
pressed Third World that gave birth . 
to the so-called " theology of libera
tion ", inspired by the liberating ac
tion of committed Chri stians and 
by the rediscovery of the Liberatin g 
God and the Gospel of Liberation . 
But the affi rmation " Jesus unites" 
must also speak to Latin American 

Chri st ians. We are a divided conti
nent, despite our common tradition 
and cu ltural heritage. The division 
between Christians has sometimes 
taken the most scandalous forms in 
our countri es, although it is a prob
lem that has been imported from 
outside rather than one born of our 
own problems as God 's people in 
Latin America. 

It is perhaps true to say that to
day, as never before, we sense the 
possibilities offered by Christ and 
the Gospel to unite our peoples, 
and to do so precisely in the liber
ating struggles of our nations. Latin 
American revolutionaries have said : 
" The Latin American revo lution can
not be accomplished without the 
Christians." It is on the frontier of 
human commitment to the libera
tion of our oppressed peoples that 
Christians and non-Christi ans dis
cover together the Chri st who frees 
and unites. 

Two kinds of ecumeni sm have 
emerged in Lati n America : the 
charismatic movement and the lib
eration movement. Both cut across 
confess iona l barriers, creating a 
unity previously unknown and 
which has noth ing to do with offi
cia l or church ecumenism. Both are 
rooted in the Bible and in Christian 
experience. One is more private, in
dividual and emotiona l, while the 
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other is more social , activist and 
com mitted. 

But both are a gift from God in 
our present historical situation in 
Latin America. Will we be able to 
discover them, to recognize and ac
cept them? Above all , can we be 
open to cross fertilization , since 
both offer us the dialectical richness 
of the Christ who frees and unites? 
" The Spirit of the Lord (the charis
matic dimensio n) is upon me, be
cause he has anointed me to ... 
set at liberty those who are op
pressed" (the dimension of liber
ation). What Christ has joined to
gether, we try to separate . Isn' t 
Christ' s teaching valid here too
"what God has joined together, let 
no man put asunder" ? 

Without a doubt, this Assembly 
theme is a clarion call whi ch must 
resound throughout the world. It 
commits us to join ranks in the task 
of liberating and reconciling in the 
name and power of the Christ who 
frees and unites. What a privilege 
and what a responsibility. For while 
only Christ frees and unites he will 
not do it alone, without us. • 

Mortimer Arias, the bishop of the 
Methodist Evangelical Church in Bolivia , 
will address the Nai robi Assembly on 
evange lism. This article also appeared 
in One World . 



CONFESSING CHRIST TODAY 
Leader : Who are we, Lord, that we shou ld 

confess you? 
We can hardly speak for ourselves ; how 

cou ld we speak in your name? 
We believe in your word but our minds 

are often full of doubt. 
We trust your promises but our hearts 

are often fearful. 
Captivate our minds, Lord, and let your 

Spirit dwell in our hearts that we may 
feel and taste your love. 

People: For necessity is laid upon us; woe 
to us if we do not preach the Gospel. 

Leader : How can we call new di scip les for 
you, Lord, 

while our community, your church, is 
divided 

and all too conformed to the pattern of 
this world? 

We preach your power of love while we 
succumb, 

like all others, to the love of power. 
We proclaim your justice while we re

main caught up in the structures of 
injustice 

A contemporary Brazilian crucifix. 

Awaken in us the spirit of un ity. 
that we may feel the pain of your body 

divided, 
and yearn and reach out for fuller union 

with you and among ourselves. 

Inflame us with the power of your love, 
that it may consume the van ity of power. 
Make us hunger and thirst for justice, 
that our words may be given authority 

as signs of .your justice. 

People: For necessity is laid upon us; woe 
to us if we do not preach the Gospel. 

Leader : How can we si ng your song, 0 Lord, 
in a strange land? 

How can we witness to your all -embracing 
love 

with lives full of painful contradictions? 
How can we be ambassadors of reconcilia

tion 
in a world enslaved by si n and death, 
where children suffe r and starve, and 

many labor in vain 
while a few l ive in luxury : 
where in the midst of our lives we dwell 

under the shadow of death ? 
What answer sha ll we give to th e suffering 
(what shall we say to our own hearts} 

when they cry from the depths: 
" Where is now your God?" 

People: For necessity is laid upon us; woe 
to us if we do not preach the Gospel. 

Leader : God, mys terious and hidden, 
you keep us captive while you are the 

open door, 
you make us suffer while your suffering 

heals us, 
you lead us into the depths of despair 

while the morning star 
of hope is shining above us. 
Lord crucified, Lord risen : come, transform 

the necess ities that are 
laid upon us into freedom, joy and prai se 

everlasting. 
Lord, we believe-help our unbelief. 

People: For necessity is laid upon us; woe 
to us if we do not preach the Gospel. 

(th is l i tany is part of the worship prepared fo r the 
Nai robi Assembl y, whi ch appears in a spec ial issue 
of Risk magazine. ) 



Pauline M. Webb 

WHAT 
SHOULD 
NAIROBI 

DO? 
5 

omeone once defined a 
conference as "a lot of peo
ple talking about what they 
ought to be doing." That 
two-edged definition could 

be regarded as cynical or hopeful , 
according to one's expectations. So 
far as the Fifth Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches is con
cerned I would take the more posi
tive line. There certainly will be a 
lot of talking-I tremble already to 
think of the number of words that 
will be poured out in speech and 
on paper-but hopefully it will be 
talking that is essentially directed 
towards action, laying down guide
lines and priorities for the program 
of the World Council of Churches 
throughout the next seven-year pe
riod. 

Assemblies are an essential part 
of the life of the WCC. Without 
them the WCC could not ex i t. The 
Council is above all a meeting of 
churches-a gathering together of 
Christian com munities throughout 



Assembly sessions will be held at the modernistic Jomo Kenyatta Conference Center. The interior of the main hall is shown 
during a recent meeting of the Salvation Army (above). 

the world to celebrate their com 
mon faith , to deliberate about their 
common task and to con secrate 
their energi es and resources to their 
common mission in our contempo
rary world . Assemblies are needed 
to explode the myth that the wee 
is some kind of super-body en
shrined in a headquarters in Geneva 
which is remote from the life of 
the churches. The WCC is the 
churches, assembled together, on 
whose behalf the various commit
tees and comm1ss1ons and the 
Geneva staff act between the as
semblies themselves. And one 
major task of Nairobi is to make 
this fact clear to the churches that 
are con stituent members of it. 

Unique Features of Nairobi 

The Nairobi Assembly w ill be 
unique. It will be far mo re repre
sentative than any other Assembly 
has been. For one thing, there has 
been a large increase in the number 
o f member churches belonging to 

the WCC- ove r a hund red more 
than at the time of the f irst Assem
bl y in Am sterdam in 1948. So a 
mu ch greater di ve rsity has come 
into its li fe . There w ill be chu rches 
there w hose histo ry dates back 
twenty centu ries and w hose names 
sound like a roll- ca ll o f the New 
Testament churches- the Church of 
Thya tira, the Church of Eth iopia, 
the Church of Antioch. And along
side them w ill be chu rches of twen
ti eth century first-generati on Chri s
ti ans-the Church of Simon Kim 
bangu the Prophet in Za'ire, the 
Uni ted Churches of North India, 
South India, Za mbi a and so on. O ne 
of the grea t tasks of Nairob i w ill be 
th e discove ry o f a unity w hich 
exists, not in sp ite of, but in the 
m idst of thi s di ve rsity. As nati ons 
across the wo rld are havi ng now to 
learn how to shape commun ity 
w ithin p lu ra li sti c societi es, so the 
w orld Church too is having to d is
cove r the essentia l nature of a 
C1 ri sti an fell owship w hi ch bo th 

affirms and transcends a mu lti p l icity 
of fo rm s of Chris t ian p resence with
in the wor ld . Th is goes mu ch deep
er than just the sea rch fo r a struc
tu red form o f church union-it is 
the stru gg le to know how to let the 
other Church be herse lf and ye t 
how at the sa me tim e to beco me 
one with her. So the Assembly 
theme becomes ve ry relevant in an 
assembly where no one form of 
church l ife o r one particu lar ex
pression o f Chri sti an experi ence can 
expect to be taken as the norm
can Jesus Chri st truly free us to be 
ourse lves as w ell as uniting us with 
one another? Especiall y is thi s a vita l 
questi on fo r W estern churches, w ho 
no longer have a dominatin g ro le, 
but who still have to co ntribute 
from th e au thenti ci ty of their own 
experi ence to the li fe of the whole . 

The Assembly wi ll be mo re rep
resentative in ano ther way too . 
There wi ll be a grea ter part icipa
tion of the laity, and in particul ar of 
w omen and young peop le. The pro-
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portions are nothing like equal yet, 
but there is a considerable increase 
in the numbers of delegates who 
are coming in these categories and 
they must be expected to make a 
real impact on the shaping of what 
has been inevitably until now a 
male-dominated and highly clerical 
body. One of the things the Assem
bly must do is to give full heed to 
the voices of those who have been 
powerless groups within the life of 
the churches until now. Nairobi wi ll 
need to affirm what it rea ll y does 
mean to recognize the ministry of 
the whole " People of God," that 
roya l priesthood that includes both 
ordained and lay, male and female, 
old and young, recognizing the au
thority and gifts that each group by 
its very nature brings to the life 
of the whole Body of Christ. If 
Nairobi learns to take seriously into 
its li fe the contribution of young 
people, of laymen and women as 
well as that of bishops and pastors, 
it wi ll find a more authentic voice 
with which to speak to the whole 
Christian comm unity. 

The third unique feature of this 
Assembly is that it will be the first 
to be held in Africa, that continent 
which stands like a huge question 
mark on the map of the world as 
though it were posing to mankind 
the major questions of our time. It 
is a continent in which is found a 
vibrant Christian faith livi ng along
side other militant religions. It is a 
continent where the name of Christ 
has been invoked both by those 

who oppress and by those who lib
erate. It is a cont inent which 
despite the plundering and ravages 
and exploitation of recent centuries 
has its own long culture and civili
zation spi lling out now in new styles 
of community life, new liturgies, 
new insights into the significance 
of the universa l gospel. All thi s 
should give to the Assemb ly a new 
understanding of what ce leb ration is 
all about. Maybe churches from the 
West will catch the infection of Af
rican enthusiasm and exuberance in 
worship and bring back a revitaliz
ing spirit into our own tired litur
gies. 

QL.PS ns to .\sit d at Nairobi 

It is the questions to be asked at 
the Assembly which wi ll fina lly de
termine its agenda. The first is the 
most pressing of all-the one Jesus 
put to His first disciples-"Who do 
you say that I am?" Who is Jesus 
Christ and what does it mean to 
confess Him today? As I have read 
through some of the preparatory 
materials for this Assemb ly, and 
tried to hear the testimonies of 
many different voices to their ex
perience of Jesus, I've felt some
times as bewi ldered· as though I 
were looking at a hundred different 
photographs, all of the same per
son, yet all taken at different angles, 
against different backgrounds, in dif
ferent attitudes. Yet in them all 
we need to see the " Imago Christi ," 
the image of Christ. Then our task 
as a world commu nity of Christians 

An exterior view of the conference hall 
(left). Masai woman church member 
(above). General view of the Confer
ence Center and downtown Nairobi 
(opposite page). 

will be, not to try to build up a 
kind of " identi-kit" of all the differ
ent bits and pieces, but rather to 
discover what is the image of Christ 
that we ourse lves reflect as we set 
Him within the context of our own 
culture and experience, and how far 
this falls short of what others have 
shown us of His significance for 
them . And our check-point all the 
time will be the Biblical portraits. 
I've no doubt that at Nairobi as at 
Bangkok in the conference on " Sal
vation Today" we shall be called 
back again and again to a study of 
the Scriptures, which shared to
gether in a ecumenical context be
comes itself an evangelical event. 
In this, surely Nairobi must put an 
end once and for all to the illusion 
that " eva ngelical " and " ecumenical " 
are somehow alternative approach
es to an understanding of Christian 
faith . Only within the context of the 



' ecumenkal movement can we en
joy the full evangeli cal experience. 

It is the gospel itself which will 
pose the other major questions to 
be raised at Nairobi. How and 
where is the gospel being made 
manifest today? What are those 
areas in life in which people must be 
called to repentance, to turning 
round , to believing that there is 
good news of a love that forgives 
and sets free? Each Assembly before 
this one has had some major em
phasis which has related clearly 
to the times in which it was set. In 
Amsterdam, in a world recovering 
from the chaos of World War II , 
the churches talked of God's design 
and man's disorder and planned for 
their continuing life together. In 
Evanston, the optimism of the SO's 
was reflected in its theme, " Jesus 
Christ-Hope of the World" and its 
emphasis became Unity. In New 
Delhi, the theme of " Jesus Christ 
-Light of the World" expressed it
self in a new concern for a commit
ment to mission. In Uppsala we saw 
the promise of God, " Behold I make 
all things new," in terms of a new 
order of society in which the evil 
principalities and powers of racism, 
of hunger, of injustice must be 
combated in deed as we ll as word . 
And now in Nairobi we turn to a 
theme capable of so many applica
tions in contemporary society-Je
sus Christ Frees and Unites. What 
does Christian liberation mean
for the oppressed people of racist 
governments, for minorities in 
totalitarian regimes, for the poor 
living in affluent societies, for the 
hungry in face of a universal food 
shortage, for women in a man 's 
world? And what does Christian re
conciliation mean in structures of 
violent oppression, of deadlocked 
rivalry, of fanatica l commitment to 
faiths or ideologies, of flagrant in
equa lities of wealth and oppor
tunity? Unless the Assembly comes 
to grips with issues of this kind it 
wil l have no good news for today's 
world worthy of the name of "gos
pel." My guess is that among the 
many issues to be tackled in sec
tions one of the most crucial will 

- prove to be that of " Education for 
Liberation," for there will be raised 
the whole question of how do the 
expectations and styles of I ife we 
set before another generation relate 
to the meaning and the demands of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ? Does 

Christian education lead to con
forming with or the transforming of 
society? 

What Kind of WCC? 

The third great question to be 
tackled at Nairobi is what kind of 
World Council of Churches the 
Churches want and how far they 
really are committed to the ecu
menical movement. Three things 
shape any institution. One is the 
money made available to it, and 
there is no doubt that in the busi
ness sessions we shal l be facing the 
financial problems of an inflation
ary age. But as we have learned in 
many ways over the past few yea rs, 
money is a sure measure of com
mitment-and the churches show 
how far they are committed to the 
ecumenical movement when it 
comes to matters of budgeting. 
The words "economy" and "ecu
menicity" are related, not only 
etymologically, but also spiritually, 
for in managing the affairs of the 
household of God one of the great
est scandals in the wasting of our 
resources on the perpetuation of 
our sinful divisions. Let's hope that 
Nairobi will give us all a more eco
nomic and more ecumenica l atti 
tude towards the resources God has 
given us to share with one another. 

A second factor in shaping an in
stitution is the choice of the people 
who direct its policies. The nomina
tion of the Central and Executive 
Committees and the nuclei of the 
various commissions is an impor
tant, if painfu l, process in the As
sembly and much of the future di
rection of the wee will depend 
upon the composition of these 
bodies. The WCC, like any other 
human institution, is a political 
body, and the nomination process 

can easi ly become a power struggle, 
but we believe too in a Lord who 
appoints and equips those whom 
He chooses and must pray for His 
providential guidance in this most 
important task. Above all, we shal l 
perhaps learn to appreciate more 
the enormous burden carried by 
those ca lled to leadership on the 
staff of the wee, and find ways in 
which we can all be more conscious 
of shari ng in a common task and 
bearing one another's burdens. 

A third important piece of busi
ness to be done at the Assembly is 
the setting of priorities for the pro
grams of the wee in the next 
seven-year period. These will be 
based on the hearings of the repo rts 
of the various units on their activity 
from Uppsala to Nairobi . I believe 
we shal l find we have learned a 
great deal during this period which 
has often been one of confronta
tion and of controversy but also one 
of c stly obedience to the full im
plication of the gospel. What new 
demands will such obedience make 
in the future? 

So, there is much to be accom
plished at Nairobi . But all of it wi ll 
mean nothing unless it happens not 
only in Nairobi , but throughout the 
li fe of the member Churches both 
as they prepare for the Assembly in 
their study and their prayers, and 
as they receive back its reports and 
tran slate them into their own 
priorities for action. Only then shall 
we be justified in talkin g about 
what we ought to be doing. • 

Pauline M. Webb , who coordinates 
Caribbean and African relations for the 
Methodist Miss ionary Society in Lon
don, is vice-chairperson of the Centra l 
Committee of the World Council of 
Churches. 
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Robert W. Huston 

EXPECTATIONS 
OF 

NAIROBI 

T 
o what purpose will 800 dele
gates from churches all over 
the world come together for 
two and a half weeks of work 
in the Fifth Assembly of the 

World Council of Churches this No
vember and December in Nairobi, 
Kenya, Africa? For some church peo
ple there is no expectation of 
Nairobi . Others may have unrealis
tic or false expectations. In my 
view, the World Council of Church
es is a crucially important embodi
ment of the ecumenical movement. 
But it is not a super-church nor 
super-power. We can inhibit its 
real effectiveness if we expect too 
much of it. But it is not an abstrac
tion, it is a lean and complex in
strument for enabling churches to 
relate to each other, to do what 
the churches are called to do by 
the Gospel and to cha I lenge the 
churches through what it, itself, 
does. We can expect that an Assem
bly of representatives from 271 
churches will accomplish some
thing. But what? My list represents 
membership in the "order of the ex
tended neck" because it cannot be 
exhaustive. They center on the ecu
menica l milieu, hope for guide-



lines in mission issues, unity and 
m1ss1on relationship, on liberation 
and some watershed anticipations 
for the survival of a Christian 
Church which God will use. 

Expectations in the Ecumenical 
Situation 

The ecumenical movement is not 
a fad, it is a movement of faith that 
is in its infancy. We measure church 
divisions in centuries. Little rap
proachment had come until the last 
50 years. The World Council of 
Churches, as one important part of 
the ecumenical life, is just 27 years 
old as it prepares for the Fifth As
sembly. When the WCC was formed 
by about 100 churches in 1948 we 
were emerging from the cataclysms 
of World War 11 into the new 
"cold" war of major powers. To
day, the stream of newly indepen
dent and developing nations from 
whom many new member churches 
of the Council come sharpen our 
awareness of burdensome issues. 
The web of nuclear potentials, mas
sive hunger and death, economic 
production and distribution inequi
ties entraps us all. Then, the rela
tionship of "sending churches" 
and the " younger churches" was 
relatively clear and acceptable. To
day, the sense of authentic and cor
rective responsibility felt by newly 
autonomous or united churches all 
over the world to assert their integ
rity in the Gospel is powerful. The 
drive to free themselves from ec
clesiastical neo-colonialism on the 
part of Western churches is one of 
the clearest forces which will im
pinge on the Assembly in the form 
of majority representation from 
other parts of the world. This 

changed milieu between 1948 and 
1975 leads me to two related ex
pectations of Nairobi : 1) that some 
new evaluations of the changing 
history in ecumenical developments 
wi ll surface, and 2) that some clues 
about future priorities and strategic 
planning will be provided. 

Expectations for Conciliar Styles 

Specifically, we can hope that the 
assumptions which undergird coun
cils of churches in local , regional 
or national arenas, as well as the 
world, will be challenged . Experi
mentation with new models of con
cilia r function and structure has 
been exercised, but guidelines 
which reflect pluralism and provide 
insight into just how Christians can 
effectively cooperate together and 
sti ll have divergences have not yet 
jelled. The rich variety of conciliar 
experience that is contained in the 
Nairobi delegations cou ld provide 
some hints for a new concept of 
conciliarity which will more closely 
approximate the unity of the 
Church . Let us hope that Nairobi will 
provide new clues for mature 
Christian cooperation . 

Expectations for Mission 

The Lau sanne Congress on World 
Evangelism stated that evangelism 
was a process of " reaching the un
reached." The full statement and the 
work of the Bangkok conference on 
" Salvation Today" also will be im
portant factors in the Nairobi delib
erations on confessing Christ today 
and mission in general. Some mis
sion leaders are saying that the an
swer to "why mission?" wi II be 
found in answering the questions on 
" how mission?" In The United 

Methodist Church the tension be
tween divergent views of "why" 
and " how" have flourished into 
relatively public debate. The issues 
are sharpest between those who 
believe that the Gospel demands 
mission in the world on behalf of 
the powerless and the oppressed 
and those who regard " co rrect" 
creedal formulation and belief and 
its forceful proclamation as having 
priority. Faithfulness to a dogmatic 
tradition or the meeting of specific 
needs in the world; are they exclu
sive of each other? In addition, the 
tension between the particularist 
segments of the churches and those 
they would seek to evangelize will 
surface in Nairobi. Many delegates 
wi ll be there from locations where 
Christians must live as a miniscule 
part of the population and for 
whom Western attempts at prosely
tizing create both theoretical and 
practical problems. The issue of a 
moratorium on such Western mis
sionary presence will be on the 
agenda. Those who challenge the 
legitimacy of a church to be in 
evangelical mission when its credi
bility on matters of racial injustice 
is questioned, will speak their piece 
as well. In the section on " Confess
ing Christ Today" and in other de
liberations the delegates may come 
closer to acceptance of pluralisms 
in our own faith. How dangerous it 
is to make a Christ out of our inter
pretations. The relation of liturgy 
and celebration to mission may also 
be an important issue. For how we 
confess Christ in the worshipping 
commmunity has bearing on com
munication to those who have no 
faith. In any event, a keen expecta
tion of Nairobi is that for the sake 

A display of contemporary African 
art will be coordinated by Elimu 
Najau (opposite page). The local 
planning committee includes (left to 
right) Rev. Daniel Serwanga, Rev. 
John Gatu, and Rev. John Kamau, 
general secretary of the National 
Christian Council of Kenya. 



of the oneness of the Christia n 
Church in open and serious debate 
more light wi ll be shed on ques
tions of mission . 

Expectations for Mission and Unity 

The chief reason for the ex isten ce 
of the Wo rld Council of Churches 
is to ca ll the churches " to visi ble 
unity in one faith and one eucharis
tic fellowship ." A proposed revision 
of the Constitution provides an op
portunity to proclaim again the cen
trality of unity and mission . One as
pect of this relationship may be the 
adoption of the revised statement 
of purpose to include H·oly Com
munion as a sign of the visible unity 
of the church. We may hope that 
the wee can provide more de
termined aid to the possibilities of 
organic union as a sign of Christ' s 
reconciling love. Ecumenism, seek
ing the wholeness of the Christian 
Church, is not an end in itself but a 
condition for effective mission . We 
may not wish to give up some treas
ures of the past for the sake of 
unity, but as the executive of the 
Faith and Order Commission of the 
Council has put it bluntly, "we risk 
a disintegration of the church if we 
do not give all our energies to build
ing the unity of it." 

In the experience of united 
churches in many parts of the 
world, organic union does not lead 
to monolithic uniformity in church 
life, but does provide a sustaining 
form for Christians who face severe 
conflicts in human situations. At a 
significant June 1975 consultation 
of 15 united churches and repre
sentatives from 15 negotiations 
toward union, held in Toronto, it 
was clear that church leadership 
has strong views about the respon
sibility for encouraging union . Spe
cific recommendations have gone 
to both the va rious world confes
sional family groups and to the 
W orld Council of Churches Assem
bly. The response which the Assem
bly makes wi ll be crucial as to 
whether its programs contribute or 
hinder the way to full unity and in 
what degree. One anticipation of 
the Assembly is that it will deal re
sponsibly with the recommenda
tions from the Toronto consulta
tion concerning the relationship be
tween miss ion and unity. This crea
tive tension between mission and 
unity has been generated particu
larly in the ecumenical movement. 

Emilio Castro, head of the Commis
sion on World Mission and Evange
li sm, believes this fact should lead 
us in a mood of anticipation. Cer
tainly, Nairobi ought to challenge 
us all to test why we have failed to 
obey the only precise prayer of our 
Lord that is reco rded in scripture 
(John 17); that we are to be one 
so that others will believe that Jesus 
Christ is the revelation of God the 
father. 

Expectations About Liberation 

Nairobi will have to grapple with 
issues of systems of power which 
dominate such relatively powerless 
groups as "women, ethnic minori
ties and racially oppressed majori
ties, the poor and underprivileged, 
victims of human rights violations, 
political prisoners, the unemployed." 
It will deal with criminal injustice, 
equal employment, multi-national 
corporations, and how to raise sen
sitivity of church members to these 
issues of liberation from oppres
sion . I expect Nairobi to affirm the 
principles which Uppsala articu
lated that if we are concerned for 
individuals we will be concerned 
also about the systems and powers 
which manipulate the individual. 

Both in content discussion and 
action, the Assembly is bound to 
look at the roots of sexism, how to 
effect change toward equal repre
sentation, the validity of liberation 
for women as integral with libera
tion for men, and how to avoid 
new oppressions. Will Assembly 
brothers and sisters (20% of the 
delegates will be women) lay hold 
on a new freedom and unity in a 
style of partnership? Whether they 
do or not could be a flashing signal 
as to the viability of current struc
tures of the churches. My expecta
tion is that Nairobi will raise con
sciousness levels and encourage 
new commitments on issues such as 
sexism and that as a result, the unity 
of Jesus Christ will be made more 
manifest in each place. 

A whole section might be in
cluded here on how Christians are 
to relate to people of other reli
gions and ideological persuasions. 
Are we to be " in fearful insulation? 
-in triumpha)ist exploitation?-in 
self-j ustifyi ng (or self-giving) mis
sion?" Exploration of such options 
can be expected at Nairobi. The 
seeking of community is valid for 
itself. But in a world situation in 
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which people of living faiths are 
under a common threat of physical , 
moral and spiritual destruction, 
there is a new dimension to its im
portance as part of the expectation 
regarding liberation . Nairobi can be 
expected to stimulate the churches 
to consider criteria for the quality 
of life that can be understood in 
the scriptural reference to "abun
dant life ." Today, "even the ama
teur is more than a spectator" said 
one of my preacher friends recently. 
Nairobi will help us face up to what 
that means for the Christian who be
lieves that Christ frees as well as 
unites. 

Expectations About Survival 

I expect the Fifth Assembly will 
be a watershed in the history of the 
ecumenical movement. If my above 
expectations are accurate it will be. 
But even if they are not justifiable 
expectations the Assembly will be a 
watershed simply because of the 
representatives of "Third World" 
churches who will be there in the 
largest numbers in the history of the 
WCC. As hinted at above, the criti
cal survival issues of the world fo
cus in that "two-thirds world" for 
that is where are focused massive 
death from starvation, incredibly 
limited distribution of the world's 
resources, resistance to past pater
nalisms of mission enterprise, and a 
new surge for identity as indi
genous interpreters of the Gospel. 

Delegates from the U.S. will have 
to face the fact that the Vietnam 
war is not over, really, and that our 
credibility to speak cogently is ques
tioned . Our ability to listen will be 
tested , positively I trust, but I do not 
expect that U.S. delegates will re
treat into silence. The Assembly 
wi 11 be influenced by these " two
thi rds world" dilemmas and inequi
ties. When one's concern is the 
crux issue of the uniqueness of Je
sus Christ and his meaning in midst 
of other I iving faiths and the suffer
ing people of all faiths, no one 
should expect much excitement to 
be generated over typical Western 
concerns of fine points of recogni
tion of ministries or memberships. 
Westerners may be stimulated to an 
accelerated reconciliation of our 
unique problems so as not to be 
relics in the major new thrusts of 
ecumenism. Indeed, Nairobi may 
conclude that inter-denominational 
ecumenism has been overtaken by 



immensely wider and more proble
matic inter-cultural relationships . 

The importance of listening to the 
voices from the oppressed and de
veloping portions of the world is 
symbolized by the location of the 
Assembly in an African country . The 
location in Africa may not be of 
practical importance because an as
sembly is a complex entity and mas
sive energies go toward providing 
the necessities of 2,500 people who 
will participate in one way or an
other. But, I expect that some dele
gates will focus on the perspectives 
of the Christian Church in Africa, on 
human rights issues there, on Afri
canization , on African art and music 
and perhaps the interreligious con
cern vis-a-vis the Muslim presence 
there and its acculturization pat
terns. This focus, if communicated , 
will help us all understand the real
ity of other such countries . 

Concluding Hopes 

My expectations may be idealistic, 
but I've tried to phrase them realis
tically. They do reflect the convic
tion that the major issues in the life 
of the Church and the churches 
will have intensive and more crea
tive discussion in an Assembly 
where both supra-national and sup
ra-confessional influences con verge. 
So, one has hopes. 

The relation between an Assembly 
and the local congregations of mem
ber churches may seem to be tenu
ous indeed . Yet the 160 delegates 
from North America are from local 
churches. That perspective is not 
lost completely. Neither should it 
be forgotten that Nairobi reminds 
us all that the local congregation is 
not the whole church, anymore than 
the World Council of Churches is 
the whole church . The Church . of 
Jesus Christ is supranational , Hot 
bounded by political or military 
demarcations, or else it is not 
whole. The World Council appears 
to be the most complete embodi
ment we have of this essential supra
national character and, as well , the 
representation of those cove
nanting bodies of Christians who 
still seek to find His will together. 

All the churches are facing the 
dilemmas caused by fear of the fu
ture and its attendant temptation to 
be nostalgic about the past. The 
Fifth Assembly of the World Coun
cil of Churches should provide 
some contributions for the health 
and the wholeness of the churches 
w hich face the future as those with 
faith . • 

Robert W. Huston is associate gen
eral secretary, Ecumenical and Inter
religious Concerns Division, BCM, and 
a delegate to the Nairobi Assembly. 

The Christian newspaper Target will 
publish a special edition during 
the Assembly (left). A new church 
in Kenya (below). 
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ANEW KIND OF 

Charles lerrigo 



The key speakers were laying it 
on the medical profession hot and 
heavy when the nation's Protestant 
chaplains got together this spring. 

" The major traditions in medi
cine ... on medical ethics," Dr. 
Daniel Callahan, a Roman Catholic 
philosopher told the American Prot
estant Hospital Association's College 
of Chaplains, " is by and large reso
lutely secular, resolutely pragmatic, 
resolutely unwilling to ask very 
fundamental questions about hu
man values." 

The immediate context of the re
mark was a call for a new kind of 
chaplain-one who is not just 
" counselor and comforter, " but an 
integral part of the hea ling team, 
with a special concern for and ex
pertise in the field of ethics. 

The speech was made at a time 
when the American public is shak
ing the pedestal on which the na
tion 's doctors have long stood . 
Within the medical profession it
self, no small amount of turmoil ex
ists as a " new breed" of health pro
fessionals- younger doctors-chal
lenge the traditional role of the doc
tor as sole authority in the healing 
team . Such ethical questions as 
abortion, genetic manipulation, dra
matic and sometimes dangerous at
tempts to treat severe maladies, de
personalization of care, and prob
lems attending the issue of death , 
are increasingly the subjects of pub
lic debate. 

This climate affects every pastor 
who makes a hospital call , and it 
touches the lives of every American 
with a health problem. Behind the 
screaming headlines and hard-nosed 
health reformers, though , a quieter 
change is taking place. The quest for 
a new kind of chaplain illustrates 
that change. 

The Long Road Ahead 

Politically, the deeper involve
ment of the chaplain (or of any 
clergy, or of any non-physician) in 
modern medical ethics simply has 
to be a long-run operation . During 
Dr. Callahan's call for the chaplain 
to assume that greater role, one 
chaplain rose to ask : " Well, what 
do you advise me to do? I have the 
notion that I work for God ; the 
physician knows he's God." The 
reference was to the authority of 
the doctor over the healing team . 

Dr. Callahan, who is director of the 
Institute of Society, Ethics and the 
Life Sciences in Hastings-on-Hud
son, New York, responded that any 
new role for the chaplain would 
have to come gradually, and through 
longer-term personal trust relation
ships. 

" One is not really likely to chal
lenge the doctor's authority in any 
direct way," he said. " Not only 
because physicians are unwilling to 
give it up, but also because that' s 
the way the patients think. To them 
(the patients) , the physician is the 
person who is going to get them out 
of their troubles .. . It does seem 
to me that the chaplain can recog
nize that the physician can ' t give 
the patier1t everything the patient 
needs." 

Dr. Callahan's advice was no ab
solution of the medical profession 
from its ethical responsibilities, but 
to put those responsibilities into a 
broader context. " By and large," he 
told the chaplains, " Christians tend 
to be intimidated by contemporary 
society, tend to feel they are alw ays 
inevitably behind, that they simpl y 
don ' t know what they have to say 
any longer." In short, Dr. Call ahan 
sounded a theme which is evident 
in those programs which are suc
cessfully dealing with changes in 
medical decision-making : Quality 
health care is everybody's responsi
bility, not just the med ical profes
sion 's. 

Dr. James B. Nelson, a professor 
at United Theological Seminary of 
the Twin Cities in New Brighton, 
Minnesota, fi elding a similar prac
tical question, indicated that a large 
part of the slowness of change is 
due to the chaplains themselves. 
" In matters of tough medical de
cisions," he said , " the minister de
fers unnecessarily to the physician. 
Any minister who has been in the 
midst of a hospital call , possibly in 
very significant conversation with 
the patient, who finds a doctor 
walking into the room, typically de
fers to the physician, saying in ef
fect, 'What I'm doing with the pa
tient is less important than what 
you are doing.' Somehow or other, 
we've got to overcome this kind 
of thing to develop much more a 
teamwork philosophy of health 
care." 

The responsibility for rehumaniz-

"What we need 
to do is look at 
the policies and 
structures which 
dehumanize 
medicine, and 
change those which 
need changing." 
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The ca ll for a new kind of 
hosp ital chaplain made in New 
Orl eans thi s Spring has its impli 
cat ions for modern medi cine
but it stemmed from a th eo
logical perspective. One of the 
most moving arti culations of 
that perspective was brought to 
the Chaplains' assembly by Dr. 
Frederic " Fritz" M . Norstad , 
of Lutheran General Hospital in 
Park Ridge, Illinois. 

" A new view of man has been 
emerging," he said, " and we 
have contributed to that new 
v iew. The new view of man 
states that he is unified and 
healthy if whole, and that illness 
is brokenness. In this new, or 
correcti ve theology, man is a 
part of the whole of creation 
and at one with creation . 

" No longer can we put the 
soul on the one side and the 
body at another removed posi
tion, or the Bible or the prayer
book at some removed altar. In 
the new theology, we deal with 
the total man and his total en
vironment, and hospital pro
cedures, beneficial drugs, so
phisticated laboratory instru
ments, bedpans and linear ac
celerators are all part of God 's 
sacramental presence." 

Dr. Norstad concluded his ad
dress with an elaborate para
phrase of Matthew 25 : 35 ff. 

" And he said, ' I was growing 
old and you minimized my de
generative processes ; I was bed
ridden and you provided a bed
pan without degrading me. I 
had a malignancy and you pro
vided a linear accelerator. I was 
without direction and you put 
my feet on the paths of mean
ing and purpose in life. I was 
depersonali zed, and you found 
me. I was fractured and you put 
me together; I was frightened 
and you loved my fear away. I 
was at war with people and 
things, and you brought me 
peace beyond understanding. 
I didn ' t know myself, but you 
knew me, and I found myse lf. 
I was dying and you showed 
me that it is not death to die.' 
And then he said , ' Inasmuch a 
you have done it to one of 
these, you have done it unto 
me.'" 

ing medical treatment also rests with 
the genera l publ ic, added the Rev
erend Julian Byrd, w ho in add iti o n 
to be ing President of the Co llege 
of Chaplai ns, is also directo r of the 
Institute of Reli gion in the Texas 
Medi ca l Center in Ho uston . 

There has been an uprising on 
the part of the publ ic aga inst phy
sici ans, Byrd observed in an inter
v iew. Th is is evi denced in part by 
the growing number of malp racti ce 
suits. "What thi s seems to sug
gest to me," he continued, " is that 
the phys ician-who has traditi onally 
in our cul ture been on a pedes tal 
... is bei ng seen mu ch more in the 
eyes of the general pub lic as a pee r 
and an equal, as a human bein g w ho 
is also fa llibl e. If they (the publi c) 
press thi s mal p racti ce thin g it' s go
ing to have a ve ry negati ve impact 
on medi cine ... Physicians are go ing 
to have to recognize their kinshi p 
w ith the rest o f humankind- in the 
same w ay that the general public 
is going to have to be more accept
ing and fo rgiving of a phys ician's 
mistakes." 

Those d irectly invo lved in chap
laincy w ork-especiall y th ose w ho 
have deve loped success ful trust re
lationships in the hospi tal scene
are cri tica l, often sharply criti ca l, 
but they don' t see any one " bad 
guy" in the picture. 

Any attempt to put the responsi
bility fo r poo r health care on any 
one group is scapegoati ng, suggests 
the Reve rend Kenneth Reed, chi ef 
chap lai n at the huge Methodist Hos
pita l of Ind iana in Indianapolis. " To 
ta lk about w ho are the good guys 
and w ho are the bad guys is wasted 
effort. W hat we need to do is look 
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at the po licies and stru ctures w hich 
dehumanize medici ne, and change 
those w hi ch need changi ng." 

" Who is the bad guy?" responded 
Dr. Kenneth Vaux, an associate of 
Jul ia n Byrd in Houston . " The bad 
guy is the con glomeration, the de
humanizing combi nation of many 
depersonaliz ing fo rces, all coming 
together. " 

Each sector of the community 
does bea r a particular responsibili ty 
fo r quality decision maki ng, but the 
f inal quality depends on under
sta nding, more than confrontati on, 
the experts seem to agree. Re
sponding to Dr. Callahan's ca ll fo r 
chaplains to become " moral and 
ethi ca l gadfli es" in the hospital 
scene, Chaplain Reed retorted that 
no t all min is ters are so "adequately" 
trained in moral and ethi ca l deci
sion-making as Dr. Call ahan sug
gested. " Other disciplines," said the 
Ind ianapol is chaplai n, " don' t fully 
respect the burden on docto rs ... 
The phys ician can ' t sit around and 
talk like we chaplains can . For ex
ampl e, one of the chaplains in-

vo lved in a tra inin g p rogram here 
once got exercised beca use the phy
sicia n wouldn' t 'pull the plu g' on a 
patient w ho was being kept al ive 
by artificia l means. I to ld him, 'All 
ri ght, if you th ink that's the righ t 
decision, you go in and pu ll the 
plug. ' II 

I' 

The programs tha t have been 
developed by such chap laincy vet
erans as Byrd , Reed and Vau have 
many simi lari ties. They are fo unded 
on year of work and contact within 
the specific communitie . They a -



The physician may be head of a "healing team" but the term "team" needs to be taken very seriously. In such a team, the 
chaplain may function as an advocate of the patient. 

cept the role of the physi cian as the 
medical leader of the healing team 
-yet, they take the term " hea ling 
team" quite seriously. They view the 
chaplain's role on that team, gen
erally, as an advocate of the patient. 
Sometimes that advocacy includes 
standing up for the patient' s rights 
against a dehumanizing factor . 
Sometimes, that advocacy includes 
educating the patient. " The focus of 
responsible decision making is shift
ing from the physician to the pa
tient," says Kenneth Reed . " If we 
see the doctor as the person in 
charge of our health, that fosters 
dependency, and makes it easy to 
get angry at the physician when 
things go wrong. We try to help 
patients to see that they are respon
sible for their own health ." 

The successful chaplaincy and 
training programs at Houston and 
Indianapolis go beyond working 
with the patient. At the 1,000-plus
bed Methodist hospital in Indianap
olis, a chaplain is on duty twenty
four hours a day, sharing the same 
sleeping and recreational quarters 
with the house medical staff. " Every 
time there's a death," reports Reed, 
" one of our chaplains is available. 
And he may spend a half-hour to 
an hour talkin g with the physician 
about the doctor's feelings about 

death . It's not preaching. It's a cli
mate of professional integrity." 

Beyond the personal work with 
patients, the patients' families , and 
medical staff, both Indianapolis and 
Houston provide an ongoing educa
tional program. At this writing, 
Chaplain Reed is working with the 
hospital 's Department of Medical 
Genetics to develop a genetic coun
seling program, one which will in
clude presentations to medical tech
nologists and medical staff. Another 
program involves the chaplains with 
the nursi ng depa rtment in a pro
gram on sexuality-in which every 
nurse will spend ten hours working 
on the awareness of her sexuality 
and the implications of that for 
nursing care. 

The Institute of Religion was 
founded twenty years ago by a con
cerned group of doctors and clergy 
to provide a dialogue between 
those two professional communities. 
Each year, between thirty and thirty
five clergy enroll in the lnstitute's 
full-time clinical pastoral education 
program. Some sixty medical stu
dents and about one-hundred-twen
ty nursing students each year attend 
twelve-sixteen week seminars de
veloped by the I nstitute's profes
sional staff. " We are vitally in
terested in impacting the nursing 

and medical professions w ith the 
importance of seeing the patients 
they're relating to as persons who 
have a variety of concerns," sa id 
Mr. Byrd . " We design our courses 
to help medical and nursing stu
dents to keep in touch with their 
own personal development, and 
how the new knowledge they' re 
gaining influences their behavior in 
relation to patients. This is not really 
sensitivity training as much as it is 
our belief that any helping profes
sion, if it is to be effective, needs 
to be in touch with how its mem
bers' personalities impinge on the 
people they' re helping." 

In addition to its relationships to 
ten hospitals and ten educational 
institutions in the Houston area, the 
Institute has also developed train
ing programs for lay pasto ral care 
in local churches. At this writi ng, 
one such course just concluded at 
Disciples United Methodist Church 
in Houston. About one hundred 
persons a year, estimates Byrd, par
ticipate in those lay seminars. 

Dr. Vaux sees the programs of 
the Houston Institute as an attempt 
to provide a dialogical meetin g 
place for the medical , rel igious and 
public communities. " Our major 
role," he said , " is being the pres
ence of the church in the middl e 
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An uprising on 
the part of the 
public against 
physicians is 

indicated in part 
by the growing 

number of 
malpractice 

suits. 

of a complex medical environment ; 
we also have a responsibility to in
terpret the medical world to the 
church and general public." " Some 
changes need to come about if mod
ern medicine is to care adequately 
for the whole person, he said , but 
those changes need to be done 
'with great sophistication' . This calls 
for new understandings." 

" Some components of illness," 
Dr. Vaux explained, " the pastor gen
erally understands much better than 
the physician ; such components as 
hope, guilt, the psychological di
mension . .. But we hope the phy
sician will not retreat into the role 
of a technician . We expect him to 
be the central part of the healing 
team ." 

" The chaplain needs to be sensi
tive to his own limitations," cau
tions Chaplain Reed. " M edicine 
and religion have been interested in 
the same thing for centuries . They've 
just gone about it in different ways." 

" The chaplain does have a unique 
role," Mr. Reed asserts . " He is 
unique in that he is not charged 
with the responsibility to do any
thing to the patient. All the other 
disciplines in the healing team are 
charged with doing something to the 
patient. The chaplain 's uniqueness 
rests in his ordination ; he is called 
of God and set aside to be a spokes-

man for the patient. He represents 
personal , community and religious 
values." And part of his function , 
according to Chaplain Reed, is to 
" get inside" the value systems of 
patient and hospital staff alike, and 
help them clarify their own under
standings and relationships. 

Reflecting on his nine years of in
volvement with the Houston medi
cal community, Dr. Vaux reports 
that in helping the doctors through 
such problems as their first physical 
exam, first gynecological exam, first 
loss of a patient in death, he has 
learned that physicians " are human 
beings just like anybody else." But 
Dr. Vaux is quick to add: " I've also 
been taught so much about myself 
from physicians .. .. I don't concur 
at all with the current public re
sentment toward physicians." 

Byrd, Vaux, and Reed, concede 
that they are working in settings a 
bit more sophisticated than most 
local hospitals or communities. But 
attitudes of mutual trust and under
standing between the public, church 
and medical communities, they in
sist, are necessary for the total health 
of both persons and institutions. If 
those trusting relationships are not 
built, and if the trend toward ad
versary relationships or apathy con
tinue, they warn, " you'll have some
thing far worse than now." • 



Daniel and Neva Corl 

PEOPLE PO,VEA 
Ir-I AURAL ASIA 

Joseph John, a rural development 
officer in the Church of South India, 

is studying crafts and poultry raising 
at Asian Rural Institute in Japan. 

J ust ninety miles north of Tokyo, 
on 15 acres of hilly land above 

the small city of Nishinasuno in cen
tral Honshu, a unique community 
of people are living and working 
together. Japanese, Indians, Malay
sians, Filipinos, Thais, Bengalis and 
Americans eat, work, study, play and 

· pray together. Some are Protestants, 
some are Catholics, and one is a 
Buddhist. Their motto is " That we 
may live together. " This motto re
flects an ecumenical community 
open to persons of all faiths, which 
intentionally seeks encounter with 
men and women of other faiths. Their 
purpose is " to nurture and train in 
the spirit of Jesus Christ, rural com
munity leaders, both men and wom
en, to facilitate the self-develop
ment of Asian people at the grass
roots level in order to achieve the 
building of a just and peaceful so
ciety in which each person can live 
to his fullest potential as a human 
being, free to work together, sharing 
resources and abilities with his 
neighbor for their common good. " 

The Community 

This community is the Asian Rural 
Institute (ARI ), and the moving force 
behind it is the school 's Director, 
Toshihiro " Tom" Takami. When 
one visits with Dr. Takami , and 
spends some time being a part of 
the community into whi ch he has 
put so much of himself, one is 
struck with the utter sincerity and 
dedication of the man and with the 
awesomeness o f the task to whi ch 
he has ass igned himself. One cannot 
help but feel that here at Asian 
Rural Institute-with its cooperative 
community spirit, its premise o f 
" development from below," and 

its emphasis on " people power" 
over " machine power" - li es the 
basic answer to the needs o f As ia. 

To put it in Dr. Takami 's words, 
" Here we want to w itness to the 
message of Christianity that in 
Christ there is hope, there is a way. 
Here we want to challenge each 
other to think through our basic 
outlooks and values in li fe and to 
witness to these values by the way 
we live." 

Such a commitment involves 
many things. It calls for a constant 
re-evaluation and re-in terpretation 
of what it means to be a Christian 
within the context of the rich cul
tural and historical dive rs ity of 
Asia, which is evident within ARI 
itself, and in the Nishinasuno area 
in which ARI must live as a wi t
ness. It asks for the reconside rat ion 
of the role w omen play in the fu
ture of Asia. It requires an appraisal 
of farm ing methods accepted and 
available in Japan, which may none
theless pose serious econom ic and 
cultural questions in other Asi an 
countries. And most immediately, 
it demands the active day to day 
involvement of both staff and par
ticipants in the life of the Institute. 

History 

Asian Rural Institute originated in 
1960 on the campus of Tsurukawa 
Seminary near Tokyo with funds 
from the World Counci l o f 
Churches. In 1962, Dr. Takami was 
appointed Director of the South 
East Asian Course (SEAC), and un
der his leadersh ip, men and women 
from some 15 Asian countries came 
to the campus for special traini ng in 
the skill s of rural community lead
ership. In May of 1973, the p rogram 
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was moved to the present location, 
renamed , and legally recognized as 
a special training schoo l for Asia n 
rural leaders. It is affiliated with the 
United Church of Christ in Japan 
(Kyodan), and works in cooperation 
with the Nationa l Christian Council 
of Japan . 

It also maintains re lations with 
various overseas churches and ecu
menical groups including the Chris
tian Council of Asia and the World 
Council of Churches. The United 
Methodist Board of Global Mi nis
tries pledged $3 ,000 of its Adva nced 
Program Support Funds to Asia n 
Rural Institute for the year of 1975. 
The United Methodist Committee on 
Re lief (UMCOR) has co nsistently 
been one of the strongest support
ers of AR I, both f inanciall y and in 
terms of interest. A nd the Women's 
Giving of the United Presbyterian 
Church USA donated $35 ,000 to
wards the construct ion of a new 
women's do rmito ry. 

At present, the ca mpus consists of 
a main building, a fa rm workshop, 
staff housing, and the new dormi 
tory. Before comp let ion of th is 
dormitory, capable of housing twen
ty people, the mai n buildi ng se rved 
as classrooms, office space, do rm i
tory and dining hall. There are 
eleven participants. With the new 
space avai lable by the dorm itory, 
it is hoped that the number of par
ticipants wil l double next yea r. 
Much of the 15 acres of wooded 
land has been left undeveloped, 
and wi ll remain thi s way. Dr. Ta
kami explains that th is was bei ng 
done in accordance with the desi res 
of the peop le of Nishinasuno, w ho 
value the la nd in its natu ral state, 
but lack the power to prevent de
velopers from conve rt ing the area 
into housing or ind ustr ial co m
rlexes . 

The Program 

Training at AR I is ca rr ied out in 
small groups of peop le who work 
and relate on an equa l basis. The 
term of study runs from Ap ril to 
December, and upon comp letion of 
the course, a certificate is awarded. 
Lea rning takes place through class
room lectures and seminars, through 
daily field work on the AR I fa rm, 
through individua l projects, and 
through week ly observation /study 
trips. Heavy stress is placed on 
" learn ing by doing", w ith great em
phasis on practical work and on the 

Chandee Chairatna (left) , a Buddhist from Thailand, and Margaret Anto, pastor of 
the Sarawak Methodist Church who intends to work with · village I ban women in 
Sarawak. 

expe rience of li ving together. O n 
the fa rm , A RI does no t use sophisti
cated machinery w hich would be 
imposs ib le fo r the pa rti cipants to 
use once they return to their own 
communiti es. Eve ryone is a manual 
labo rer. Th e common lan guage at 
A RI is Engli sh, whi ch is a seco nd 
(i f no t a third) language fo r all of 
the parti cipa nts, and most of the 
staff. 

Lea rni ng emphases are placed on 
fo ur areas: 1) agricultural skill s such 
as ri ce and vegetab le culti va ti on, 
poultry and hog p rodu cti on, com
posting and mul ching, and bas ic 
knowledge of small machinery w hen 
useful ; 2) the process in g and uses 
of foodstuffs, and home manage
ment ; 3) rural li fe and co mmunity 
develop ment, including lea rnin g 
new crafts fo r co ttage industri es, 
and the runnin g of a campu s con
sumer's cooperative ; and 4) rural 
church deve lopment, Chri st ian edu
cat ion and pa rti cipa tion in the li fe 
of the loca l churches nea r ARI. 

The Larger Community 

In the surrounding Nishi nasu no 
area, there are many success ful 
fa rm ers w ho cooperate w ith ARl 's 
f ield p racti ce p rogram. Thi s area 
is a relative ly new agri cultural re
gio n, suffe ri ng fro m a lack o f wate r 
unti l irrigation canals were dug ap
proxi mate ly one hundred yea rs ago. 
Even w ith wate r ava il abl e, howeve r, 
the lot of the majo ri ty was one of 
pove rty, w ith wa ter ri ghts being con
tro ll ed by a few wea lthy land own
ers. Thi s changed d rast ica ll y as the 
resul t of land reform in Japa n fo l-

lowing the Second World W ar. 
M any se ttlers moved in to begi n a 
new li fe, ai:id ri ce growing predomi
nated, something unthin ka bl e in the 
days o f water sho rtage. Thus the 
prospering rural community that one 
sees now is actu ally thirty yea rs 
old . 

During the summer term, so me 
fa rm ers in the area open their 
homes to parti cipants so that they 
mi ght benefit from th e experi ence 
of actuall y livi ng and wo rking w ith 
a fa rm fa mil y. Communi ca ti on is 
usuall y difficult and halting, bu t the 
skill s acquired and the fell owshi p 
ga ined are tremendous. Japan is in 
the interm edi ate stage of techno
log ica l deve lopment in its rural 
areas. The power till er and the man
ual transplanting o f ri ce seedlings 
in ca l f-deep mud is st i ll the no rm . 
Thi s means that the fa rm s and rura l 
comrpuniti es o f Japa n are an idea l 
laborato ry fo r o ther As ians to lea rn 
and obse rve bo th simple and ad
vanced techniques w hi ch they ca n 
appl y to the rural li fe o f their re
specti ve communiti es . 

Bes ides ind ividual fa rm ers and 
fa rm s, there are other in st itu t ions 
and o rganiza ti ons in the area w hi ch 
provide lea rnin g opportunit ies for 
A RI pa rt icipa nts. There are food 
p rocessi ng plants, cottage industri es, 
craftsmen, va ri o us coope rat ive o r
gc: n iza ti ons, churches, ki nde rga r
tens, a Prefectural Dairy Expe rimen
tal Cente r, an agri cul tu ral h igh 
schoo l and demonstrati on fa rm , and 
a National Grass lands Resea rch In
sti tute. " This is w hy we can remain 
small here at ARI ," says Dr. Ta-
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Sim pit 
improutmtnts 
and 
adaptations, 
not 
tostly ttthnology, 
art what 
is nttdtd in Asia. 

Hajime Kikuchi heads for the cu
cumber fields for morning chores. ARl's 
day begins early-at 6 :30-with exer
cises and morning chores. Staff and 
participants do all the chores together. 

kami . " There is so much that can 
be learned with what already exists 
in the community. And by involving 
ourselves with the community, the 
people in this area come to have 
an awareness, if even slightly, of 
the problems that confront us all. " 

The Staff 

ARI has a staff of eight people, in
cluding one America n missionary 
from the United Church of Christ 

in America, Miss Gretchen DeVries. 
She has responsibility for coordi
nating the women's training pro
gram, as we ll as over-a ll adminis
trative responsibilities which she 
shares with Dr. Takami and As
sociate Director Haj ime Kikuchi . 
SEAC/A RI has always been open 
to women, but on ly a very few 
women have participated so far. 
This fact is a reflection of the low 
regard in which women have been 
held throughout Asia. Because ARI 
knows that without the conscious 
and responsible participation of 
women Asia ca nnot so lve its prob
lems, a greater than ever priority 
is being given to recruiting women. 
Thi s yea r four of the participants 
are women- the most women yet 
in any si ngle year. 

Other staff members include a 
farm manager, a business manager, 
a horti culture manager, a dining 
hall manager, and the wife of Mr. 
Kikuchi , who works as a part-time 
office worker. All staff members are 
serving at ARI at a great financial 
sacr ifi ce to themselves and their 
families beca use they believe in 
what ARI is doing. In a country 
w here salary increases occur at a 
faste r rate than in the United States, 
the people at ARI have been work
ing for three yea rs with no in
creases. Because it was felt that ARI 
must also reach out to other coun
tries in ye t another way, two staff 
members have been sent overseas. 
Mr. Makino and his family are work
ing in Allahabad, where he is teach
ing rice cultivation . Mr. Nagashima, 
w ho married a Thai participant from 
the Tsu rukawa SEAC days, is working 
in northern Thailand , sta rtin g an 
an imal bank. In both instances, ARI 
suppo rts them financially, but only 
at the level at which the people in 
India and Thailand li ve. Each of 
these men and their families are 
li v ing and working with the people 
of their rural communities, and are 
earnestl y w itness ing to the message 
of the Christian Gospel and its abil
ity to bring hope to the hopeless. 

The Future 

In the fifteen yea rs since its in
ception, SEAC/ARI has trained more 
than 140 leaders from 17 countries. 
More than 90 percent of these grad
uates continue to work at the grass
roots leve l of rural Asia. They are 
agricultural extension workers, di
recto rs of rural training programs, 

teachers and p rin cipal s of agricul
tural schools, Christian ministers 
serving rural comm unities, home 
extension workers, v illage teachers, 
comm unity development workers, 
and cottage industry instru ctors. 

When asked about hi s p lans and 
dreams for the future of ARI , Dr. 
Takami was quick to share them 
with us. He envis ions the time w hen 
the student body ca n be at the fifty 
leve l each year because of coopera
tion received from outside agen
cies such as the U.N., the national 
and prefectural govern ments, and 
other human development agencies. 
"Organizations like the U.N. and 
the FAO (Food and Agriculture Or
ganization) have finally begun to 
rea lize that development must beg in 
from the bottom up. It is a grass
roots process. But they don' t have 
the channels to actualize this fact, 
precise ly because they are so large 
and bureaucratic. That is w here AR I 
ca n be of help." 

" But I must say that fifty students 
would be the l imit. I am afraid that 
if it became larger than that, we 
would lose the feeling of com
munity, which I see as essential. " 

Dr. Takami wants more ecumeni
cal cooperation between the faiths 
of Asia, and hopes many mo re 
women will enro ll in the future. He 
sees a need fo r a truly Asian staff 
in the future, rather than a basically 
Japanese one. He concedes thi s will 
take time. He also envisions setting 
up a multi-lingual rural information 
center on the practical leve l that 
would publish ve ry simp le, basic 
manual s for semi-literate people to 
use in learni ng. 

" I question the need of h ighly 
technical information . I even wonder 
about so-called " miracl e ri ce' and 
'miracle wheat' . Asia doesn ' t need 
that. Thi s is all the more true when 
you see all the machinery and chem
ical s that have to come along with 
th ese varieties. I believe that if Asia 
could just double its yie ld, it cou ld 
feed itse lf adeq uately. And that 
doesn' t require extensive technol
ogy. Simp le improvements and 
adaptat ions, things that an average 
farmer in Asia could do without it 
costing him economica lly-this is 
w hat is needed ." • 

Mrs . Neva Corl has been a United 
Methodist missionary in Japan fo r 20 
years. Daniel is her son . He has recently 
been doing vo lun teer work at ARI. 
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"Anyone living 
or working 

in a poverty 
neighborhood 

does not need 
to be told 

that hunger 
·exists in our 

affluent society." 

The 
Greening 

Savannah 
A COMMUNITY CENTER FIGHTS HUNGER 

F 
orty-six community gardens 
are sprouting on formerly 
weed- and bottle-strewn 
vacant lots in Savannah, 
Ga. And scores of city 

dwellers who were finding it more 
and more difficult to stretch fixed 
or meager incomes to purchase 
food are enjoying vegetables from 
those gardens. It' s Wesley Com
munity Center's response to what 
it perceives is an " acute problem" 
of hunger in the city. 

The project had its genesis last 
spring when Frances Hutson, a su
pervisor at Wesley, eyed a bulletin 
board notice in a clinic, " Plant 
some happiness." She rushed back 
to Wesley and got the director, Mrs. 
Retha Stevens, enthusiastic about 
planting some gardens. 

With the help of college students, 
the center surveyed the community 
and found 205 families or indi
viduals who needed food and were 
willing to grow or process it. About 
seventy-five percent were elderly. 

Next, the center went looking for 

Ellen Clark 

vacant lots. It found ten . Nine of the 
landlords the staff contacted were 
willing to have the lots used for 
community gardens. The nine plots, 
which vary in size, were measured 
for 20 x 20-foot gardens. 

After the county extension agent 
tested the soil, the gardeners were 
ready to plant the summer crops of 
squash, snap and Kentucky wonder 
beans, tomatoes and other vege
tables. 

Six youth employed in a city
funded summer job opportunities 
program helped the less able-bodied 
gardeners with the manual labor. 

Funds from the National Divi
sion of the United Methodist Board 
of Global Ministries and Savannah 
civic and commercial groups en
abled Wesley to purchase seeds, 
tillers and hoes and hire two staff, 
including a consultant from the Sa
vannah Youth and Science Museum. 

Urban Sharecroppers 

Each of the 46 gardeners has 
agreed to share his or her crop with 



an elderl y person or shut-in. Wes
ley staff have permission to garden 
too if they meet that requirement. 
Mrs. Hutson has planted peanuts 
on her plot to take along on Wes
ley's outi ngs for children, like ball 
games and ci rcuses . 

In add ition to the 46 community 
ga rd ens, 15 peop le have planted 
vegetab le ga rd ens in their ya rd s 
with help from Wesley. The com
munity center hopes to enlarge the 
project as more vacant lots become 
avai lab le. 

Besides taking some of the bite 
out of inflation, the neighborhood 
gardens have li fted morale and 
community in the area, Mrs. Hutson 
exp lained. 

" The gentleman in Lo t No. 9, a 
retired railroad porter, is from the 
rural area but he has had no chance 
to ga rd en in 25 yea rs. He knows a 
lot about gardening thou gh and he 
has given us some good ideas about 
planting peppers next to beans to 
keep bu gs away from them and 
things like that. He's become the 
foreman for that plot. 

" Then there's the elderly lady, 
also from the rural area, who gets 
up ea rl y to be out at her gard en. 
It' s good therapy for her. She says 
that now she has something to do 
besides crochet and look at her 
cat. 

" And fo r the women who come 
to the center to blan ch the okra and 
shell the butter bean s, it's quite a 
social affair. The surplus from the 
summer harves t was frozen for use 
in Wesley's daycare and nurse ry 
schoo l programs and for our emer
gency feeding program . W e froze 
27 packages of blackeyed peas the 
other day. " 

The winter crop consists of co l
lards, mustard and turnip greens, 
peanuts and other vegetabl es, she 
said. 

Centers and Hunger 

What Wesley is doing about hun
ger is typical of the concern of com
munity centers across the country. 
The Office of Community Centers 
in the National Di vision sent out 
queries and discovered that 58 of 
the centers related to it, v irtuall y 
all loca ted in poor neighborhoods, 
were providing se rvices to the hun
gry and needy. 

" Anyone l iving or working in a 
poverty neighborhood does not 
have to be told that hunger exists 

in o ur affluent society and, in fact, 
is a rea l fact of everyday life for 
too many fami li es," reported Doro
thy Chapman, director of the Com
munity Centers office. 

In many citi es, she noted, com
munity centers either provide or 
have initiated breakfast and lun ch 
programs for children and o lder 
ad ults . They have also improved 
the distributi on of food stamps and 
commodities, prov ided mobile 
mea ls and transportation and shop
ping se rvices, and operated com
munity pantries to meet emergency 
needs. Some cente rs have estab
li shed wholesale food buy in g clubs 
and cooperatives. Others stress con
sumer ed ucat ion, nutriti on and food 
preparation. 

Directors of centers note that in 
flation and unemp loyment have ag
gravated the problem, but hunger 
has long been endem ic in the in
ner city. 

" We' re operating on the assump
tion that hunge r is a permanent 
situation in this city," says Mrs. Mar
tin Antis, director of United Meth
odist Community Service Center in 
Philadelphia. 

The center is organizing a chain 
of food buying clubs . It supplies 
fruit and juice to children in i ts 
yea r-lon g nursery, manages a large
sca le emergency food program and 
advises community residents on se
curing food stamps. 

" We've always suppli ed food to 
needy people," says Mrs. Antis, " but 
we neve r can get to all the people 
w ho need help." • · 
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Ian Robertson, Savannah Science 
museum staffer and consultant to 
community garden project. Below, 
Bradford Allen, another staff 
member, inspects collards. 
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Marcella Kerr------------------------• 
FREE TO LE.ARM 
IM ~OZ.AhjBIQUE 

" We are free . Now we can 
learn ." 

A Methodist minister in the Mo
zambican capital of Lourenco Mar
ques addressed these words to his 
congregation eleven days after his 
country achieved independence 
from Portugal. His hopeful words 
expressed an enthusiasm shared by 
his countrymen, most of whom, dur
ing 500 years of co lonia l rule, were 
denied an education. Portugal 
claimed to be administering a po l
icy of free compulsory education in 
Mozambique, but today 85 to 90 
percent of the population is illiter
ate, and only 14 percent have at
tended part of the primary ed uca
tion course. 

All schools and hospitals have 
been nationalized by the new gov
ern ment and at this point not much 
is real ly known about w hat this ac
tually means, except that there w ill 
be no re ligion taught in any of the 
schoo ls. In the case of Pedro Nunes 
Institute in Lourence Marques, the 
capi ta l, the schoo l has been merged 
with a former Catho lic schoo l, w hich 
actual ly has much better build ings. 
Former director Dr. Almei da Peni
cela and Dr. Wil l iam Humbane are 

now teach ing full t ime at the uni
versity and are o n important com
mittees dealing with education in 
the country. The emphasis on sep
aration of church and state is more 
welcome to Protes tants than to 
Catholics, who prev iously enjoyed 
a privi leged posit ion in the coun
try. Nationalization of the schoo ls at 
least has meant that the government 
has an interest in edu cation w hi ch 
was not much in evidence under the 
Portuguese, but only time will tell 
how much church l ife as a w hole is 
affected by the " loss" of the schools 
and hospita ls. 

Unt i l now the schools have been 
provided p rima rily by church and 
other private groups. They are con
centrated in the developed areas 
along the coast, w ith many in and 
around Lourenco Marques. Few 
schools exist in the rural areas, 
w here 90 percent of the popula
tion lives. 

M any peop le had thei r fi rst op
portun ity to learn onl y afte r 1964, 
the year the liberat ion movement 
Fre limo (Front fo r the Liberation of 
Mozambique) began fighting for 
freedom from co lon ia l rul e. As 
Frelimo (now a po lit ical party) 

The school at Chicuque, Mozambique, in a photo taken in 1973. 

ga ined contro l of territory, it es tab
li shed primary school s. By the w ar's 
end, 20,000 children w ere attend
ing them. 

The United Method ist Church has 
already contributed si gni ficantly to 
education in Mozambique. The 
church has provided scho larships for 
students, establ ished rural m ission 
cente rs at Chicuque and Cambin i 
establ ished literacy programs fo ; 
Mozambican men working in South 
Afri ca's mines, sponsored the only 
Pro testant secondary schoo l in Mo
zambique, cooperated w ith the Swiss 
Presbyteri an Church in sponsoring 
Khovolar, a hostel in downtown 
Lo urence Marques fo r university and 
secondary schoo l students, and run 
mo re than 30 rural school s which 
offe r at least three and sometimes 
fo ur grades . 

Graca Simbini (now Mrs. Samora 
Machel, w i fe of the President of the 
country) , Minister of Education and 
Culture and the only woman in the 
new government, is a former Cru
sade Scholar. 

Despite these accomplishments 
and the optimism pervading post
independence Mozambique, much 
remains to be done. Freedom from 
Portuguese rule came only after a 
13-year struggle for I iberation and 
five centuries of " development" 
aimed at enriching Portugal rather 
than Mozambique. 

Mozambicans in the cities are 
greatly interested in adult educa
t ion, according to Bento Navess, 
Di rector of Literature Work in the 
South East Africa Conference. N ight 
schoo l has exi sted for a long time, 
but Portuguese restrictions barred 
many from attending. 

Rural people are also eager to 
learn, states Margaret Mujongue, 
president of the Women's Society 
of Chri stian Service in Mozambique 
and director of the Methodist Liter
acy Committee. " Now everybody is 
go ing to school , even old ladies," 
she says. " Some people can ' t see, 
but they say, 'Teach me, I can 
hear.' " 

Although secondary schools are 
being discussed for the suburb of 
)ardim and the miss ion stations of 
Chicuque and Cambini , no secon
dary schools now exist outside the 
main citi es. Persons from rural areas 
w ishing to attend secondary school 
must leave their homes and find 
new urban res idences. Khovolar 
hostel exists to meet th is need. It 



operates on a self-help basis, with 
students performing most mainte
nance tasks. It can house 244 peo
ple. " Khovolar offers students . an 
alternative to living with relatives 
in already crowded houses," says its 
director missionary Barbara Kurtz, 

I ' II 
" and it makes study easier. 

Plans for the Future 

Ending illiteracy is both a Frelimo 
and a United Methodist priority. 
Consultations between both insti
tutions are already underway as a 
rural education program begins to 
take shape. 

United Methodist literacy work 
began with Mozambican miners in 
South Africa-many of whom could 
correspond with their wives about 
family matters only through a liter
ate third person-and was con
ducted in Mozambique during Por
tuguese rule on a small scale with 
church women. Participants risked 
government displeasure, and Mar
garet Mujongue remembers, " To 
teach we had to find a dark place." 

Literacy will be stressed in the 
education program now being 
formed . Plans call for 20 new edu
cational community centers built 
throughout the country in remote 
rural areas, some as far as a day's 
journey from the nearest people. 
The centers will work with Mozam
bicans earning a living from agricul
ture and will reach out to the whole 
community, including children and 
adults. It is hoped that each one 
will accommodate 200 people a 
day. 

Portuguese, designated by Fre
limo as the official language, and 
the mother tongues will be taught. 
The curriculum will also include 
courses in agriculture, elementary 
arithmetic, nutrition, hygiene and 
preventive health measures, handi
work, and civic responsibilities. The 
long-established centers at Cam
bini and Chiquque will serve as 
models. 

Polly and Chalmers Browne, Pres
byterian missionaries on loan for 
United Methodist work, are serving 
as consultants in adult basic educa
tion for churches in Mozambique 
and Angola. Their two-year plan, an 
outgrowth of their many years of 
literacy work in Brazil, includes 
writing a primer and teachers' man
ual, training teachers, training writ
ers (they believe the reading matter 
used should reflect the local atmos-

phere) and organizing classes. Their 
pupils will learn how to read in the 
tribal language of Xitswa at the 
same time they learn oral Portu
guese; they will then progr.ess ~o 
written Portuguese. Leadership will 
be Mozambican, and all work will 
be done in cooperation with other 
churches and in consultation with 
the new government. 

As they develop a pilot project 
in Lourenco Marques, the Brownes 
are working first with Mamani, adult 
women, using weekly informal 
gatherings with skits and music. 
Later classes will be open to both 
men and women, despite the fact 
that men have been found to be 
somewhat shy about being in the 
same classes as their wives. 

Working with women will be a 
priority for the adult education 
program, one consistent .with Fr~
limo's goal of promoting their 
emancipation. Mozambican women 
have had fewer opportunities than 
men for schooling, but Margaret 
Mujongue believes they are chang
ing and doing so rapidly. She re
ports: 

" Before women were not counted 
as anything or as just mothers; 
we were valued only for bearing 
children and working in the fields. 
But now we are free. We are now 
teaching the women to wake up, 
to see themselves in the same 
way they see men. In olden days, 
women were shy. not willing to 
do anything. You can now see 

The schools in Mozambique have 
been nationalized by the new 
government. 

them teaching, acting as chair
persons, willing to stand up and 
say something in front of men 
without any hesitation . The wom
an is brave now." 
Mrs. Mujongue (who ran away 

from home at 15 to attend primary 
school) believes these changes re
sult from the combined forces of 
religion and education . She sees 
these forces at work as she does 
leadership training of women . in 
Mozambique's six districts, teaching 
in week-long institutes sewing, 
cookery, nutrition, laundry, hygiene, 
and child care. Each woman trained 
in turn works with 40 to 50 women 
a year in her own community. Most 
of the time Mrs. Mujongue spends 
travelling in the interior, where 
water and transportation are some
times absent. These hardships are 
compensated for, she feels, by the 
eagerness of people to learn. So~e 
travel great distances to work with 
her and she believes they are 
really thirsty for education. 

Awesome challenges face the new 
country, and the United Met~o?ist 
church within it, but opt1m1sm 
seems to prevail. " We can ' t proph
esy the future," said Bishop Escrivao 
Zunguze shortly after the Jun~ 25 
independence day celeb~at1ons . 
" But we have faith that we will have 
a good relationship with the gov
ernment. We have no doubt every
thing will be all right. " • 

Ms . Kerr is a free lance writer. 
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Chuck and Vicki Kitley took $40 
but returned it to the church. 

Instead, they are making monthly 
installment payments on a 16mm 

projector for the church. 

David Finestead illustrates the 
Biblical parable of the talents by 
distributing $1000 to the congre
gation .... May Borchardt, 67, 
took $1 and made jelly. She sold 
the first batch at $.25 a jar, rein
vested the proceeds in more 
apples and sugar, made more jelly, 
and finally piled up $80.43. "I 
had a lot of fun doing it," she says, 
"I got better acquainted with 
my neighbors and closer to other 
members of the church." 

Bob Cox and his children, 
Michelle, 5, and Scott, 11, took 

$21 and bought discount dog food 
at $3 per case and sold it for $5. 

They returned $89 to the church. 



•1•1ent 
rara1•1ents 

Text and Photos by David Rees 

uline Rittersbacher took $10 
and made a $50 pant suit for 
herself. The $40 she "saved" 
ent to the church . ... Below, 
n Willis used his $10 to buy 
·ar lesson books and donated 

his student lesson fees, $40, 
to the church. 

ON Thanksgiving Sunday last year 
David Finestead, student intern min
ister at the Lake Latawana United 
Methodist Church in Missouri, as
tounded his congregation by an
nouncing that instead of a collection 
that Sunday he would be giving out 
money. He then filled the plate with 
$1, $5, $10 and $20 bills and told 
his parishioners to help themselves. 

Finestead, a 30-year-old student at 
St. Paul ' s School of Theology in 
Kansas City, had decided to update 
the New Testament parable of the 
ta lents (Matthew 25: 14-30) and had 
drawn $1000 of his own money out 
of the bank. 

In the familiar parable, a master 
distributes money to three servants 
in amounts of five, three and one 
talents, a Biblical unit of currency 
whose modern equivalent is mea
sured by some scholars as about 
$1000. The first two servants dou
bled their money, but the third 
merely buried it in the ground . 
When the master returns, he rewards 
the first two servants, but angrily 
casts "the unprofitable servant into 
outer darkness." (Although the par
able has plagued socialists and com
forted capitalists, its obvious intent 
is more spiritual than material-an 
incentive to use to the fullest the 
blessings we have been given for 
the benefit of others.) 

In his sermon, Finestead reminded 
his parishioners of the parable and 
urged them to take money from the 
plate as it passed them and to put 
it to good use for the benefit of the 
church. After getting over their ini
tial surprise and apprehension, the 
Lake Lotawana churchgoers did just 
that. At the end of the worship 
hour, $281 remained in the plate, 
but that was gone too on the fol
lowing Sunday. 

Nine weeks later, the original 
$1000 had grown to $3300, leaving 
a net gain of $2300 to the church . 

Mr. Finestead insists that the 
money gleaned is secondary to his 
objective of showing dedication to 
the church and greater community 
spirit. 

" It's not meant to be a money
making activity," he says, " but that's 
the danger of anything like this-if 
it' s treated superficially, strictly as 
money." 
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Lou Oetting, the church secretary, 
had a police escort to her home 

immediately after the Novem
ber 24th church service. She 

counted over $3300 church mem
bers had invested and reinvested 

in the talents project. 

Finestead contemplates a 
stained glass window in the church 
depicting the parable of the talents. 

In his "day of reckoning" sermon, 
made when the nine-week project 
was ended, Finestead spoke to his 
congregation of " not just money 
talents, but other things you could 
be doing for the church ." He urged 
them to call on the sick, help neigh
bors and become more active in the 
church. 

Although he acknowledges that 
there was " some adverse reaction" 
to the experiment, Finestead is 
pleased with the response and says 
he senses a "rededication factor" 
among the parishioners in this town 
of 1800. In any event, as a result of 
their efforts, church members have 
set money aside for future planning 
and are enjoying a new educational 
program • 



Grace Mera comes from one of 
the little-heard-of countries in the 
Pacific-a group of about eighty 
islands called the New Hebrides. 
Brought to Mexico City for the In
ternational Women's Year Confer
ence by the Ministry to Women 
office of the United Methodist Board 
of Global Ministries and the National 
Council of Negro Women, she found 
much of her time taken up explain
ing where the New Hebrides was 
and what it was. 

It was a task made all the more 
important because the country is 
one of the few remaining colonial 
territories in the world, and Grace 
Mera is part of a nationalist move
ment for liberation. The New Heb
rides is also unique because it is a 
colony twice over, governed by a 
" condominium" government con
sisting of both France and Britain . 

While African and Asian nations 
struggled for their political indepen
dence throughout the first half of 
this century, the New Hebridean 
movement for independence is only 
four years old. In fact, the island 
territory has lagged behind the times 
in many ways. Today it is tumbling 
into the future at a terrific and 
bewildering rate. The life of 28-year
old Grace Mera spans the kind of 

A r~orl[ or 
GRACE MORA 

change that has evolved over gen
erations in other countries. 

Grace's father was one of the first 
people on her island to become 
Christian: "Not that he was the very 
first because Christianity had arrived 
even before his time but there was 
no wide acceptance of it until he 
and a few other young people were 
taken away by missionaries and 
given some education. Then they 
returned and did a lot more to con
vince people." As a young Anglican 
minister, her father also started a 
district school , "the first of its kind." 
Tragically, not long after his marriage 
to a 16-yea r-old girl and the birth of 
his daughter, he died. "It was a 
great shock to all the island." 

As the surviving child of an im
portant island leader in a country 
where infant mortality was high, 
Grace was looked after strictly by 
her father's family. It was only after 
long argument that missionaries who 
had known her father succeeded in 
getting her away from home and 
into a local mission school. The only 
girl , carefully chaperoned in a 
schoolhouse full of boys, she ac
quired the basics quickly. The mis
sionaries paid special attention to 
her, inviting her into their homes for 
dinner and getting her used to Euro-

Elaine Magalis 

pean ways. 
All the schools were m1ss1on 

schools at that time, and even after 
nearly half a century of foreign ru le 
there were no high schools. She and 
another girl were finally sent to New 
Zealand for further education, and 
when she returned to her island as a 
young woman many years later, she 
was a qualified teacher, one of the 
few who were also New Hebridean . 
"There were only a handful of us, 
less than half a dozen . We were the 
first crop of anyone Black and local 
with any kind of education that was 
anywhere near the level of expe
rience of the expatriates who were 
either missionaries or government 
personnel. There were experiences 
that we had that younger people 
will never go through. 

Young white volunteers with on ly 
a high school education were given 
supervisory positions over her ; she 
and other teaching staff were 
watched over closely-they needed 
permission to go even over the hill 
to the mission hospital and a visit 
from any male but a father could 
only be conducted on the mission
ary's verandah within full view of 
his sitting room. "Well ," remembers 
Grace, " I didn't accept any of that 
and I wasn't going to have it happen 
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to me and if it wasn ' t happening to 
me, it wasn ' t happening to any other 
New Hebridean . I didn' t talk about 
it, I d idn' t advertise ; I just didn' t 
take it, and everyone else just fol 
lowed suit. " But whi le Grace may 
have come out of those early expe
riences a fighter, not all of her 
friends did. " I'm one of the lucky 
ones because I'm sti ll going; it' s 
q uite a strain on a you ng person." 

But mission, along with many 
other things, has changed in the New 
Hebrides in the last decade. " In the 
Anglican church fo r instance, out o f 
over 180 clergymen, the re's only one 
expatriate. The greatest d ifficulty in 
the New Hebridean-expatriate rel a
tionship at the moment is in the 
government. " 

The New Hebrides has been ruled 
jointly by Britain and France since 
1906: " That means dual everything 
that matte rs- education, courts, 
constabulary. One side looks after 
the interests of her own subjects, 
the other likewise. Then the two 
join forces and provide some publ ic 
services like the post and telecom
mun ications." As a teacher, Grace's 
chief preoccu pation is w ith educa
tion , and especially with the difficul
ties posed by a d ual system. 

The government d idn't become 
involved in education until the 
1960's. On the French side, since the 
French have trad itionally tried to 
assimilate the ir colon ies, the school 
system is the same designed for 
French children-with the result 
that few New Hebrideans ever grad
uate. " There have been several-sev
eral in sixty years . ... They give 
education all righ t-enough so that 
they can say they are educa ting peo
ple, but not enough to make people 
equal, and certa inly not enough to 
al low them to see into the working 
and ru nning of the count ry. The 
people don' t know how to question 
anything." 

While Grace is no more partial to 
British rule, she does feel that the 
British educational system is more 
conducive to the development of 
the country. And she and other New 
Hebrideans are w ork ing to make it 
more so. She and other New Hebri
deans also feel that the British w ould 
happily leave the country if they be
lieved the French w ould leave w ith 
them. But while France might do 
without the New Hebrides happily 
enough, it fears the cou ntry's inde
pendence w ould set a precedent in 

the Pacific and the loss of mineral
rich New Ca ledonia and touri st-ri ch 
Tahiti would follow. 

The New Hebrides National Party 
was formed in 1971. Today it cla ims 
the allegiance of 60 percent of the 
native islanders, an extraordinary 
achievement in view of the fact 
that the island communities tend 
to be isolated from one another by 
poor transportation and communi
cati on and language and cultural dif
ferences. For example, a boat goes 
to one island only once every six 
months. And on the country's 80 
is lands over 110 different languages 
are spoken. The division between 
French and English language and 
culture has exacerbated the prob
lem. " To talk of nationhood is diffi
cult. But we have to do it and we are 
doing it." 

Missions have also added to the 
confusion in the past with their 
denominational quarrels. " My island 
is 28 miles long and nine miles 
wide," Grace explains. " It has five 
denominations which have had their 
own schools, and educated in their 
own way without ever consulting 
each other." 

Grace's feelings towards the 
church are ambivalent : " Christianity 
has given us a lot of advantages. But 
it is not to be excused either. In 
many ways Christianity and colonial
ism worked hand in hand . In many 
ways we blame Christianity for a lot 
of things that have happened and 
try to fight our struggle outside of it. 
We are third , second or even less 
generation Christians. My grandpar
ents were traditional ; they became 
Christians late. My parents were 
very Christian . My generation is 
questioning everything." 

Nevertheless, it is also true that 
" in the New Hebrides the political 
party is the church . Because every
one in the National Party leadership 
received their education through the 
church . A fair number are Christian 
ministers. If they' re not ministers 
they' re laity of some kind with a 
vo ice in church administration . And 
the churches tend to lead despite 
the fact that the government has all 
the money and the facilities." 

Even though the New Hebrides 
National Party is young and inexpe
rienced, it played a major role in 
getting the French and British to set 
up the first national elections in the 
country's history. In September of 
this year they elected a representa-
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ti ve assembly. " W e will have some 
legislative power- or so we've been 
promised," Grace says with some 
sceptici sm, adding that many of her 
colleagues are even more sceptical. 
In the past there has been only an 
advi sory council with no power, and 
National Party adherents fear the 
new Assembly will have littl~ more. 
They point to the fact that New 
Hebrideans were not represented at 
the French-Briti sh meeting where 
plans for elections were made, 
despite a National Party request that 
they be so. 

The Party has organized a number 
of successful demonstrations and is 
actively educating and organizing 
throughout the islands-with better 
success so far in the British than the 
French sector. Most of all they are 
aware that the people must be pre
pared for independence, and that 
neither the British nor the French 
are about to do the job. Literacy 
work, economic cooperatives and 
agricultural training in a country 
where most people eke out a sub
sistence living through farming or 
fishing, also becomes political edu
cation . The Party is nearly as poor 
as the people and outside financial 
help is crucial. The Board of Global 
Ministries, for example, is helping 
to fund several projects, including a 
Presbyterian-based organization of 
economic cooperatives and National 
Party leadership training. 

But perhaps one of the most im
portant things the churches are do
ing and can continue to do in the 
remote islands of the New Hebrides 
is to bring people like Grace into 
contact with the rest of the world . 
Church funding, for example, went 
into last spring's Conference for a 
Nuclear Free Pacific where New 
Hebrideans mixed with other Pa
cific peoples seeking to determine 
their own destinies in the face of 
the political , economic and military 
dominance of the great powers. In 
the meantime, the people who live 
in the world's powerful nations are 
scarcely aware of the 90,000 inhabi
tants of the New Hebrides and others 
like them throughout the Pacific
even though their governments' eco
nomic and political policies may 
impinge on them daily. 

The church cannot afford to be 
unaware of them . They are a young 
people, fill ed with hope for the 
future, and in the Pacific the church 
is increasingly with them . • 



ISSU€S 
IN LATIN AMERICA 

The only nation in Latin America 
without an army, Costa Rica is one 
of the smallest of the Central Amer
ican republics-about half the size 
of Virginia. Though discovered by 
Columbus in 1502, more than half 
a century passed before Spanish im
migrants began to settle there with 
their families . 

Unlike most colonialists in other 
parts of the world, the early Spanish 
settlers in Costa Rica were unable 
to force the country's 30,000 Indians 
into slavery on their huge estates. 
Instead, the Indians fled to the high
lands ; those who were captured 
were sent to Panama or the mines 
in Peru . 

Without bloodshed, in 1821 Costa 
Ricans declared their independence 
from Spain which had given little 
economic or educational assistance. 
Not until 1889 was Costa Rica able 
to hold its first democratic election, 
vesting executive power in a Presi
dent elected for a four year term 
with two vice-presidents who can
not succeed themselves. 

Largely Agricultural 
Largely an agricultural nation, 

more than half the people get their 
livelihood from farming. Coffee, 
bananas, and cocoa represent more 
than 80 per cent of Costa Rica's total 
current export value. Most of these 
products are grown on independent
ly owned farms of less than 25 acres. 

The most Spanish of the Central 
American countries, Costa Rica is 
neither so rich as its name (Rich 
Coast) might suggest, nor so poor as 
many of its neighbors. Though its 
central plateau has been long rec
ognized as a pleasant place to live, 
per capita income is still only $542. 
The country has long been consid
ered politically progressive and the 
gap between the upper class and 

others is not so dramatic as in sur
rounding countries, yet the ques
tions of domination by an oligarchy 
and exploitation by outside inter
ests are very real problems. 

While the United States is Costa 
Rica's largest trading partner, Costa 
Ricans are increasingly angered at 
being used to make profits for the 
United States. Factory workers get 
subsistence wages for producing 
shirts which are shipped to the 
United States where w ell-know n 
brand labels are stitched in and sold 
for high profits. Such profiteering at 
the expense of Costa Ricans is al so 
escalating in the coffee and banana 
trade. 

In addition to striving for eco
nomic self-determination that w ill 
eventually reduce long-term U.S. 
control on their economy, Costa 
Ricans must cope with runaway in
flation of an estimated thirty per 
cent a year. That' s about three times 
the U.S. figure and the second high
est in this hemisphere, surpassed 
presently only in Chile. 

Another U.S. Colony? 
According to a 1974 poll , whil e 

most Costa Ri cans are fond of North 
Ameri cans, 55 per cent believe that 
Costa Ri ca is in effect fas t becoming 
another U.S. colony ; another 60 per 
cent are not certain w hether the U.S. 
(after Watergate) can be counted on 
in trade relation s and military aid if 
in danger of outside attack. 

The growing number of immi 
grants is a problem. Of an es timated 
8,000 ali ens in Costa Ri ca, about 95 
per cent are U.S. citi zens. Probab ly 
the most notorious is fu giti ve f inan
ci er and Watergate f igure Robert 
Vesco, whom the Costa Ri can gov
ernment has refu sed to exradite. 

As in o ther Latin Am eri can coun
tri es, along with big land deve lopers, 

~ 
COSTA RICA 

speculato rs and agribusi ness con
ce rns, the crit ica l economi c issue 
building up in this modern under
deve loped nati on is U.S. investment
management contro l. With less 
interfe rence and mo re open com
muni cat ion, p rogress can come to 
th is emerging Cari bbean Republic. 

Open Communication 
Form er President Jose Figueres 

(long the domi nant po lit ical figu re 
in th e nation) has po in ted out, "Fu
ture human prog ress of Costa Rica 
depends on open commun ication. 
Here churches could help. But the 
churches in Costa Rica, predomi 
nan tly Roman Catho lic, are not 
mak ing inroads to help bring about 
needed change in economic and so
ci al structures largely because the 
churches continue to remain so 
conse rvative. Reform is urgently 
needed. " 

As in o ther p laces in Lati n Amer
ica , however, there is more support 
for refo rm in words tha n in action. 
One of the principal obstacles is 
freedom and fac il ity of communica
ti on for the majority of the people
u rban workers, peasants, unem
pl oyed. Secu lar newspapers repre
sent the powerfu l interests, and the 
principa l Catho li c weekly represents 
the ri ghti st posit ions of the hierar
chy. The worki ng classes have nei
ther owned nor had access to the 
mass media. 

It was this conce rn that led an 
ecumenica l social action group 
(Exodo) under the leadership of 
(then) Father Javier So lis, to found 
a weekly newspaper Pueb lo to speak 
fo r the masses, and inform people 
honest ly and open ly of what is really 
happening in Costa Rica and the rest 
o f the worl d . 

In recent months, Javier Solis left 
the p riesthood rather than obey the 
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order of his archbishop to terminate 
his relationship to Pueblo. A gradu
ate of the Georgian University in 
Rome and Louvain in Belgium, Solis 
describes the objectives of the pa
per in this way : 

" Pueblo serves as a voice for those 
who have no voice in our society. 
They must have access to other com
munication media in order to help 
make decisions regarding the society 
of which they form an important 
part. By working with Protestants 
and Catholics, this means of com
munication can accelerate the pro
cess of religious, political and 
economic awareness of people 
towards social change and progress. 
Such an independent newspaper can 
help people participate in the lead
ership of our society." 

Pueblo has not had the support 
of the churches of Costa Rica. A 
Costa Rican Protestant seminary pro
fessor said, however : " Our students 
are so deeply convinced that (it) is 
an effective means of reaching the 
masses of our people that they dis
tribute copies to worshippers as they 
leave church services . .. (Seminary 
and university students) strongly be
lieve that Pueblo is an important 
medium of helping churches to face 
up to these challenges and issues 
today. 

Javier Solis reads a copy of Pueblo . 
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CENTRAL AMERICA 
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CARIBBEAN SEA 

• Location : Central America ; borders are Nicaragua (N), Panama (SE), 
the Caribbean (E) and the Pacific Ocean (W) 

• Area : 20,000 square miles-half the size of Virginia ; 90 people per 
square mile (Virginia has 115) 

• 65 % of the people live in rural areas ; 35% in urban areas 
• Population : close to 2 million; more than half are under 16 
• Population growth and birth rate, formerly one of highest in the 

world, is declining in this Roman Catholic country, due to wide ac
ceptance of family planning 

• Life expectancy : 65 years 
• There is one physician for every 2,000 people 
• There is one hospital bed for every 240 people 
• Most are of European descent-mainly Spanish, also Italian and Ger-

man 
• Language : Spanish . Also English dialect used by Jamaican immigrants 
• Literacy rate is 85%-one of highest in Latin America 
• Per capita income is $542 
• Agriculture employs half the work force 
• Chief crop and export : high quality coffee 
• Nearly half Costa Rica's foreign trade is with the United States 
• State religion is Roman Catholic ; religious freedom guaranteed to 

about 40,000 Protestants, 1,500 Jews 
Although a Methodist evangelist working for the American Bible 

Society first visited Costa Rica in 1886, it was not until 1918 that the 
first formal Methodist work was started and the first missionaries ap
pointed. Long a part (with Panama) of the Central America Provi sional 
Annual Conference, the church in Costa Rica became autonomous in 
1973. There are 18 churches and 32 preaching points with 1550 mem
bers, 21 ministers and 3 deaconesses. The church is headed by a presi
dent, Luis Fernando Palomo, elected for a 2-year term (and re-elected 
in 1975}. The institutions of the church are Colegio Metodista (primary 
and secondary) ; Libreria Metodista, an excellent bookstore serving all 
sectors of Costa Rican community and other countries as well : Centro 
Rural , a farm and community services center in San Carlos ; Centro 
Metodista, a center for seminars and conferences ; two hostels for sec
ondary students. 
• A democratic constitutional Republic with President and legislative 

body elected every four years 
• An independent Electoral Tribunal controls electoral process. Citi

zens who fail to vote are fined 
• Costa Rica has no standing Army; 1949 Constitution abolished it as a 

permanent institution 
• One of Latin America's few surviving democracies, Costa Rica has 

taken strong stands against dictatorships-right or left-refusing to 
recognize regimes based on military coups 

• In 25 years of constitutional government, the party in power ha 
been reelected for the succeeding four years only once ; yet the 
changeovers in ruling party have been smooth and non-violent. The 
Party of National Liberation , founded by Figueres in 1943 and mod
erately socialist in program, is the chief political grouping. 
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TAIWAN 
We have just graduated 39 young 

people from Tainan Theological 
College. Of these fourteen are 
young men who have gone into the 
pastoral ministry. We have also 
graduated eighteen women and one 
man from the department of Chris
tian social work. 

Besides those who have received 
bachelor' s degrees, five students 
have received their master's de
grees, four of them being Ted's 
advisees in pastoral care and coun
seling. The one who received his de
gree last year did his thesis on the 
problem of "senior citizens" in Tai
wan. With industrialization and 
rapid social change, the traditional 
extended family system with its 
care of older members has been 
breaking down, necessitating pro
grams and care facilities for the 
aged . The Church in Taiwan has 
been behind in this. 

One of this year's graduates did 
his study on the perennial problem 
in this society of the relationship be-

New ways to train and 
educate children are 
part of the program 
of the community 

center in Recife, Brazil. 

OVERSEAS 
tween mother-in-law and daughter
in-law. He ministers to a large con
gregation and is in a position to 
help through his counseling work. 

Another student wrote his thesis 
on the subject of the needs of 
working youth (as distinguished 
from students). His current job is 
running a community house for 
these youth . 

Still another student made a study 
on the counseling needs of the co l
lege and university student popula
tion . Since scarce ly more than one
fou rth pass the stiff entrance exams 
into any college, there are many 
thousands of disappointed youth. In 
some cases this has led to suicide, 
which is the research topic of yet 
another of our master' s degree stu
dents. 

· It is gratifying to know that our 
students are in a · position to serve 
in the areas of need revealed by 
their research . This makes the re
search something more than an 
academic study. 

Ted and Betty Cole 

The Coles, United Methodist mis
·sionaries, are both on the faculty of 
Tainan Theological College . 

BRAZIL 
Maria Jose receives fifty cruzeiros 

($6.50) per week from ·her husband 
to run her household of six (two of 
her boys, the eight- and thirteen
year-olds, are near prodigies). Any 
wonder she and the children are 
anemic and undernourished? She is 
learning to buy vegetables at the 
large market and sell them to her 
neighbors to earn extra pennies. 
Her sister collects scraps of mate
rial and makes mats, holders, rugs, 
etc. 

Alzira 's husband was retired on 
disability, but continued to sell on 
the street the popsicles his wife 
made to help out. He died in Octo
ber of last year. The twelve-year-old 
polished shoes on the street so he 
cou ld continue to study at night. 
Recently he was picked up by the 
police because minors aren ' t al
lowed to be working on the street. 

The Maria Jose's and Alziras com
pose the majority of the 186,000 
who live in the area of Recife (pop
ulation 1,600,000) which our Com
mun ity Center is trying to serve. We 
are constantly showing ways to 
stretch the pennies, to conserve and 
economize what they have, to dis
cover new ways to earn a few cents, 
to train and educate the children 
to be able to face and solve the 
problems and to open the doors for 
God to enter their lives. 

These are intelligent, hard work
ing people who made the mi stake 
of being born in the interior where 
there were too few schools, doctors, 
dentists, etc. , then trying to improve 
their lot by coming to the city so 
their children could study, get vac
cinated, etc. May God help them , 
for surely they are just as important 
in His sight as we are. 

Gladys Oberlin 

Ms. Oberlin , a United Methodist mis
sionary, is a social worker . 



NEPAL 
For nearly nine months I have 

been working as a health educator 
in the very exciting Community 
Health Project of Shanta Bhawan 
Hospital , Kathmandu as a part of my 
assignment with the United Mission 
to Nepal. 

Many of you probably know that 
forty percent of the children under 
five years of age die in Nepal each 
year. You may think it is due to the 

wild and fearful diseases that are 
endemic in this part of the world 
such as TB, leprosy, malaria, small
pox, etc. However, it is becoming 
increasingly clear that the deaths 
come about through the underlying 
cause of undernourishment. It is not 
famine. It is not poverty. Food is 
available and in sufficient quantity 
in most of the areas, but food is 
not reaching the baby's stomach . 

Why? There seem to be many 
factors . One is that the traditional 
treatment of certain diseases such 
as measles includes drastic food 
restriction during the disease, there
fore, the child may die with 

Forty percent of the children under five die each year in Nepal. Much of this is 
due to malnutrition on health practices. 
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measles, but the cause is under
nourishment/starvation . Another fac
tor is that babies often cry when 
first being fed solid foods. The 
mother, who believes she is show
ing concern for her child , stops 
feeding the child and the child stops 
crying for the moment. But what 
has happened? The child is not 
getting the nourishment he needs. 
Also, women in Nepal have major 
responsibilities for agricultural field 
work which provides the daily food 
for the family, and therefore don ' t 
have the time, nor realize that it is 
necessary, to teach their babies to 
eat. This then leads to the tragic 
cycle of accelerated child deaths 
and births. 

More recently, the feeding bottle 
has entered the Kathmandu Val
ley, and because of dilute formulas 
and unsterile conditions leading to 
diarrhea/ malabsorption, child deaths 
are increasing. 

The Community Health Program 
is involved in this whole process 
in trying to help the mother under
stand what is happening to her 
child , to know what her child needs 
to grow and to realize that she has 
the products that are necessary in 
her own home. Nothing has to be 
purchased. Thus the education 
process begins in finding out what 
food is available in the home such 
as a porridge of ground and roasted 
wheat, soybeans and corn . Pow
dered milk, protein-fortified bis
cui ts, un-nutritious foreign-inspired 
loaf bread, sweet cookies, candies 
and medicines are not necessary. 

After the availability of food is 
established, the mother must be in
volved in an education process in 
which she can learn that food does 
make the difference. 

The most effective means has 
been for a mother to observe such 
a change in another baby in her 
own village. Another way is to have 
the mother and baby " live in" a vil
lage nutrition rehabilitation unit 
and during the time spent there, 
learn how to prepare locally avail
able foods and to teach her baby 
to eat. The mother can see her 
child change from a weak, unhappy 
baby in three to four days. 

Ms. Kehrberg is a 
miss ionary working 
Miss ion to Nepal, 
extensive medical 
services. 

Norma Kehrberg 

United Methodist 
with the United 
which conducts 

and educational 
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REAPING THE GREEN REVOLU
TION, by Sudhir Sen. Maryknoll, 
New York, 1975: Orbis Books, 364 
pages plus tables, $10.95. 

NEW HOPE F OR THE HUNGRY? by 
Larry Minear. New York, 1975; 
Friendship Press, 134 pages, paper
back, $1.95. 

BREAD F OR THE WORLD, by Arthur 
Simon. New York and Grand Rapids, 
1975: the Paulist Press and Eerd
mans Publishing Company, 172 
pages, paperback, $1.50. 

WH AT DO YOU SAY TO A HUNGRY 
WORLD? by Stanley Mooneyham. 
Waco, Texas, 1975 : World Books, 
262 pages, $6.95. 

The F inal Declaration of the Second 
World Food Congress held at the 
Hague in June 1970 opens with the 
following words: "Food is the first need 
of every human being- a fundamental 
human right. But for hundreds of mil
lions throughout the world, that need is 
not met and that right is denied . This 
is int')lerable." Today, fifteen years 
later, the fact of a world food crisis is 
being driven home to us by the news 
media and the Church. An estimated 
ten to fifteen thousand persons die 
everyday of starvation and disease 
caused by malnutrition. Are we con
vinced , as were the people at the Hague 
in 1970, that the denial of food to hun
dreds of millions of people represents 
an intolerable situation that must not 
he allowed to continue? If so, what are 
'' 'e go ing to do? 

These four books were written to help 
people answer those hard questions. 
One (Reaping the Green Revolution) 
is basically a book for specialists in agri
culture and development and deals 
snecifically with agriculture in India. 
The other three deal with world hunger 
in general and are written by church
men for the people in the pews. 

Sudhir Sen, an agro-economist in 
Reaping the Green Revolution, has 
written a detailed and somewhat con
tradictory book about the prospects for 
agriculture in India. On the one hand 
he sings the praises of the green revo~ 
lution (high-yielding varieties and mu!-

tiple cropping which generally re
quires large amounts of fertilizer and 
pesticides) which promises, he says "to 
set in motion an unprecedented up
ward spiral of production and employ
ment." Then, on the same page, he 
sneaks of what he himself terms the 
brutal truth : "In a landlord-dominated 
agricultural community, crowded with 
impoverished people, mostly unemployed 
or semi-employed, and increasing at the 
rate of eight to ten million a year, there 
is no hope for prosperous agriculture, nor 
for effective family planning." The only 
hope, he says, is "through effective land 
reform, that is, through a land-to-the-tiller 
programme." Parts of his book most in
teresting and helpful to American church
persons are: a chapter on livestock 
development called, "The Holy Cow 
Enters The Scientific Age," and a treat
ment of population growth in India in 
which he states, effective family plan
ning can begin only after families have 
been freed from a brutal struggle for 
survival and are lifted well above the 
subsistence line." He puts it even more 
succinctly by saying, "the loop and pill 
must be accompanied by food and job ." 
· The Minear and Simon books are 

written from basically the same perspec
tives. Both of the men are trained in 
theology but also have extensive experi
ence in the area of the world food crisis. 
Minear is Consultant on World Hunger 
to Church World Service and Lutheran 
World Relief, and Simon is Executive 
Director of Bread for the World, an in
terdenominational citizens movement 
that seems to influence government poli
cies that directly affect hungry people. 

Though Minear's title is interroga
tory, his basic thesis is positive and op
timistic: "if the challenge of the world 
food crisis is seen for what it is, as a 
critical test of our technical know-how 
and our resourcefulness, of our vision 
and our commitment to each other, then 
the world community will respond 
speedily and effectively before the crisis 
becomes altogether unmanageable." One 
could easily question such easy confidence 
in the "world community." 

Minear is especially helpful in his 
chapters on the World Food Conference 
held in Rome in December 1974; on 
churches and private organizations, in 
which he discusses the roles of Church 
World Service, Lutheran World Relief, 
Catholic Relief Services and CARE and 
their relationship with the U.S. govern
ment; and his chapter on constructive 
action. In the latter, he describes ac
tions by governments, churches and 
other private groups to provide new 
hope for the hungry, such as lobbying 
by a coalition of Canadian groups at 
the World Food Conference and Ser
vice Chretien d'Haiti-Church World 
Service community development projects 

on the island of La Gonave off Haiti 
whose 55,000 people suffer from grind
ing poverty and chronic malnutrition. 

Of the four books, Simon's Bread for 
the World is the most comprehensive. 
It has four parts: The Struggle for 
Bread ; Bread and Justice ; The Need for 
a U.S. Commitment on Hunger; and A 
Program for Action. Throughout, Simon 
is concerned about getting his readers 
to contact leaders in government on is
sues that vitally affect hungry people. 
"To make an offering in church for 
world relief and quietly leave the big 
decisions up to political leaders only 
encourages them to make wrong de
cisions. A lifestyle adjustment may be 
useful, but detached from attempts to 
influence government policy, it tends to 
be an ineffective gesture." 

In chapters on trade, the role of in
vestment abroad, and foreign aid, Si
mon carefully documents the way the 
system is weighted for the developed 
countries and against the developing 
countries. "The tariff structure in force 
today in the developed countries leads 
them in effect to charge twice as much 
duty on the goods they import from the 
developing world than on the goods 
they import from one another." In 
a chapter entitled "Let Them Eat 
Missiles," Simon states bluntly that by 
an excessive reliance on military power, 
the U.S. has undermined its capacity to 
reduce world hunger. He reminds us 
that the U.S. spends seventy times more 
for military defense than we do for eco
nomic assistance and that we are four
teenth among seventeen developed 
nations in the percentage of our Gross 
National Product allocated for develop
ment assistance to other countries. In ob
vious sadness, Simon writes, "The U.S. 
is a great country and a generous one, 
but we have drifted away from our own 
tradition of generosity. As a nation, we 
are not seriously trying to help the hu
man race overcome hunger. We have no 
vision for joining with poor countries to 
arrange a more livable world." 

In What Do You Say To A Hungry 
World?, the President of World Vision, 
W. Stanley Mooneyham, writes in such 
a way that hungry people come to have 
faces , they are real, and you feel at least 
something of their pain. Whether it is 
Mrs . Alarin and her family of seven in 
an eight-by-ten foot room in a Manila 
slum or Jobeda, sitting in a refugee 
camp in Dacca, Bangladesh, waiting for 
death to take the sixth of her seven chil
dren, the hungry people are brought be
fore us and, before we know it, Mooney
ham has us thinking of them as our 
brothers and sisters. 

But he does not appeal only to the 
emotions. He uses good logic skilfully. 
He explodes myths like : "It is impos
sible to produce enough food to feed the 
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present world population, much less any 
increase, by showing that the world 
could probably feed ten times the pres
ent population if we had the will to do 
so. "The solution to the problem is far 
more political than it is technological. It 
could require the changing of some of 
our systems and the scrapping of others, 
but I view that as no great tragedy. 
There is nothing sacrosanct about sys
tems." 

Perhaps the most important and 
adeptly written part of the book is a 
chapter entitled, "Dialogue : Hard 
Questions and Harder Answers." Ques
tions like 'Why don't you just quit hav
ing so many babies?" and Why don't the 
Indians eat all those sacred cows?" are 
answered, sometimes in anger by hun
gry Fourth World persons. 

Mooneyham suggests that perhaps the 
real miracle of the feeding of the five 
thousand was not the fact that they 
were fed; but that the owner of the few 
fish and loaves was willing to part with 
them. "That was the miracle. He had 
the goods and he was willing to deliv
er." The U.S. "has the goods" 
but we haven't been willing to de
liver. Mooneyham states (quoting Sen. 
Hatfield) that from 1959 to 1969 the 
U.S. invested $5.8 billion in the Third 
World countries of Latin America, 
Africa and the Middle East. Our re
patriated profits from those investments 
were $15.1 billion- a whopping 250% 
return! We need to find out what it 
would cost the U.S. in comfort, con
venience and prosperity to change poli
cies that keep poor countries poor." 

FRANK SMITH 

WARMING FIRES, by James Sellers. 
New York: Seabury Press, 1975. 207 
pp. $7.95. 
Although the bicentennial year has 

not yet arrived, a huge number of books 
related to themes of American character 
and purpose already floods bookstores 
and publishers' promotional brochures. 
Of course, some are insults to the in
telligence. And it is easy to become 
cynical about the commercial exploita
tion of the bicentennial theme. But 
more important, on the positive side, is 
the high quality of reflection that is 
being stimulated by the convergence of 
staggering events in American experi
ence with the bicentennial celebration. 

I count James Sellers' Warming Fires 
among those books which contribute 
a great deal of insight to persons who 
are attempting to refashion their under
standings of America. Sellers' style is re
freshingly personal without being overly 
preoccupied with himself. He draws 
upon the kinds of personal experiences 
with which readers can identify in or
der to introduce and illustrate his 
broader reflections about America. His 
main concern is to focus on "how peo-

pie treat each other" in American so
ciety rather than on an analysis of 
scholarly books and articles. As a result, 
he helps us to see how the easily taken
for-granted experiences of everyday life 
and the more popular literature of 
novels, magazines, newspaper articles 
and even comic strips (would you be
lieve "Beetle Bailey"?) can illumine 
"the quest for community in America." 

Although his name is not yet a house
hold one in church circles, James Sellers 
is one of the most original and imagina
tive thinkers currently writing in the field 
of ethics. I am glad that in Warming 
Fires more persons will have access 
to many of the rich ideas he developed 
earlier in the brilliant but cumbersome 
Public Ethics ( 1970 ) . I suspect that 
readers will also be grateful that the pre
dominant mood of this book is hope
ful rather than despairing. Sellers is cer
tain that we have the opportunity 
to turn America in a new direction. 
Whether or not we shall seize the chance 
is still uncertain, but Sellers by and large 
seems confident that we shall ; indeed he 
points to indicators that suggest that the 
turning is now taking place. 

But, of course, diagnosis must pre
cede prescription. Sellers maintains, along 
with a number of other writers about 
American society, that our current dis
ease is the decline of community which 
is more serious even than many have 
suspected. We have lost the sense of 
"we-relation," "ongoing mutuality" that 
is the "warming fire" of true community. 
Traditional values arising out of the 
Puritan ethic of righteousness and the 
Revolutionary ethic of human rights and 
justice no longer bind us together. In
deed, the heart has gone out of these 
"value clusters." Only the outer shell 
remains, devoid of the original meaning 
and impulse which once gave them 
life. The result is ethical famine. The 
warming fires of community have very 
nearly been extinguished. 

Sellers , however, does not interpret 
the loss of community as irreversible. In
stead, he sees in it an opportunity for 
a new beginning, a fresh chance. Sellers 
proposes that America is going through 
a process of initiation into maturity sim
ilar to a youths "rite of passage" into 
adulthood. Initiation is always painful. 
But it pushes us to rediscover our roots 
and reaffirm our hopes as a people. 
Moreover, at the center of the experi
ence of initiation, is the acceptance of 
responsibility for initiative in behalf of 
the wider community. Sellers believes a 
new ethic of care for others is emerging 
out of initiation which may rekindle the 
warming fires of American community 
and give impetus to initiative. 

It is good to read a book about Amer
ica that does not simply rehash all the 
famili ar defects or attempt to shine u'1 
the old v irtues as if there were no seri-
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ous problems. The "hundred percenter" 
mentality-either everything is wonder
ful or everything is awful-has often 
characterized the American people. Sel
lers is surely right in his attempt both to 
account for our problems and to point to 
signs of hope for moving into a new 
future. This is an excellent book for 
study and discussion, for comparing our 
own experiences and reflections with 
those of an insightful author. 

There are two aspects of Sellers' book, 
however, which leave me unsatisfied. He 
believes that a stress on inwardness is 
the place to begin the development of 
a new ethic of community caring. And 
he further suggests that persons' loss of 
confidence in institutions has increased 
their awareness of personal responsibility. 
While this may be true, Sellers does not 
deal with persons' experience of im
potence in relation to institutional jun
gles. How one moves from personal car
ing to the transformation of outer struc
tures of modem life remains a critical 
problem in contemporary America. Sec
ond, I believe the quest for community 
in America must include not just an 
analysis of the American scene, as im
portant as this is, but also concentrated 
attention on our relation to other peo
ples of the world. I doubt that we can 
understand ourselves rightly or take 
a new turn toward maturity until we can 
see ourselves as others in the world see 
us and use that insight in refashioning 
our national self-understanding. 

DANA w. WILBANKS 

WHOLE CIDLD/ WHOLE PARENT, 
by Polly Berrien Berends. New York, 
1975: Harper's magazine press, 268 
pages, paperback, $6.95. 
Reading Whole Child /Whole Parent 

is making a discovery--of one's self, 
of one's children, and even of one's 
life. Few books approach the totality of 
a person in the way this one does: cre
atively presenting us with the oppor
tunity of becoming parents. "Having 
children doesn't tum us into parents, it 
just makes us busy. It takes becoming 
fatherly, motherly, parently to make us 
parents." Although this book does not 
provide step-by-step details on. how to 
become parents, it does leave us with 
a sense of what being a parent means . 

The book gives invaluable practical 
suggestions for discerning the physical 
needs of children. For example, a 
wooden highchair may look nice and be 
an attractive piece of furniture suitable 
to the decor of the kitchen, but, as Ms. 
Berends suggests, a chair with a detach
able tray and washable surfaces is much 
more practical. Or concerning toys. she 
states that most toy purchases are "a 
matter of parental weakness" and that 
out of our concern for safety for our 
children and for protection for our own 
expensive real-life models, we buy toys 
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whi h duplic~te the real thing. Under 
sup rv1s1on, our children can discover 
the intricate workings of typewriters, 
telephones (with the buttons taped 
down), kitchen utensils, tool boxes, and 
sewing boxes (minus the sharp things). 

This book is full of d etailed informa
tion on ( 1) what to buy, including safety 
pins with extra sliding metal caps for 
diapering, a hild sized table and chai rs, 
knit ted crib sheets, ch alkboards, books 
invaluable for a child's library; ( 2) 
where to buy from mail-order sources 
such as Community Playthings, Scholas
tic Audio-Visual Materials, Folkway Rec
ords and other places listed with their 
addresses and what they sell ; ( 3) how 
to make useful items such as baby an
nouncements, quilts, a baby carrier, a 
geometric design board, tie-dyed crib 
sheets; and (4) how to use our fingers 
in reading a book to a child, the world 
around us for "discovering that truth is, 
an d that it is perceivable," our knowl
edge of a child's growth and develop
ment to introduce toys for learning. 

The format is an unusual and refresh
ing approach to child-rearing. W e use 
the terminology "child-rearing" only to 
indicate tha t the book speaks to parents 
who realize their limita tions and want to 
learn all they can to enhance their rela
tionship with their children and with 
each other. The book is divided into 
chapters or section headings dealing 
with qualities which we find important 
to the description of the gift we call 
life: Beginning, Spirit, H appiness and 
Fulfillment, Freedom, Unity, Beauty, 
Truth , and Love. 

Our first impression after scanning 
through the book and reading the first 
chapter was that it would be of great 
value as a source of practical sugges
tions. H owever, we were skeptical as to 
the value it would have in exploring un
derlying principles and integrating those 
principles with the practical sugges
tions . l\luch to our surprise and delight, 
the book unfolded i11 a manner which 
captured our a ttention and involved us in 
self-discovery. Seldom have we sensed 
communication between principles and 
practices so acutely. For example, we 
were challenged to think of discipline in 
terms of unity, relationships with an imals 
in terms of learning about love, reading 
as an experience of truth, taking walks 
as a discovery of freedom, arts and crafts 
in te1ms of beauty, and playtime and 
toys in terms of happiness and under
standing. 

Perhaps the greatest value of the 
book for imagining and planning our 
future experience was inspiration. Re
ligious concepts were integrated so 
naturally and emphatically in the chap
ters that we felt the urgency of sharing 
our own religious beliefs with our son . 
This may not be easy to accomplish , 
hut it is integral to our viewing the 
wholeness of ourselves and our children . 

The way we relate to nature and the 
world around us can be instruments for 
teaching our children religious concepts. 
Ultimate truths of life may be learned 
through understanding principles of na
ture. Ms. Berends' use of familiar ob
jects remind us of Jesus' use of the fa
miliar in his teach ings. When you read 
this book you will want to look for 
what we call the "parables" of the water 
and of the thermometer. 

Whole Child/Whole Parent cannot be 
comprehended in one reading. It is a 
book to live with. The Additional Infor
mation, Book Title Index, and Index 
which occupy the latter pages make it 
an indispensable reference book. Not 
only is it to be used for supporting one's 
own ideas and as inspiration for one's 
own creativeness, but it is a book to be 
shared . It would be a good text to use 
in parent education classes and for shar
ing groups between parents. 

Ms. Berends challenged us to try new 
activities, to respond in different ways to 
our child and to each other. As we be
came totally engrossed in her book, we 
were lifted away from its pages by our 
own imaginations and creative spirits 
and confronted with the urgency of be
ing parents. "There are so many ways
as many ways as d ays, as many different 
possibilities as snowflakes. But there 
is only one time to do it in : now. 

JEANE & JIM PHILPOTT 

Jeane Philpott, a nurse in Bristol, Vir
ginia, and her husband, Jim, Associate 
Minister of the State Street United 
Methodist Church, have a lively four
year old, Benjamin . ... Frank Smith is 
Executive Secretary coordinating pro
grams dealing with world hunger for 
the United Methodist Committee on Re
lief. ... Dana W. Wilbanks is Associate 
Professor of Christian Ethics at The Iliff 
School of Theology, Denver. 

l~cttcrs 

THAT TYPE OF IMMORALITY 
The September, 1975 issue contains articles 

concerning Homosexuals ( Mission Memo News 
Story). That type of immorality has no place 
in a church magazine. I am arousing our 
UMW to the lack of Christian principles. 
Your magazine will no longer be used, or 
needed, in our meetings. 

MRS. LEROY P LEELAN 

Fort Smith, Arkansas 

NOT AT ALL SURPRISED 
I am not at all surprised by the editorial 

comment made in your magazine, "Two Cheers 
for Betty Ford", September, 1975. 

I am all too acquainted with the liberal, 
permissive stands that the U.M. Church takes 
on social and moral issues. I am saddened, 
though, to think how far we have strayed 
from true Methodism and Scripture. 

Betty Ford was putting her stamp of ap
proval on premarital sex in saying that it 
might decrease the divorce rate. For a First 
Lady she isn't very well informed. It certainly 
hasn't done this in Sweden. Her other com
ments were completely irresponsible. I am 
familiar with her stand on abortion and the 
ERA amendment and cannot say I agree with 
her on either. 

It is always interesting to me that those 
of the liberal persuasion in the U.M. Church, 
always set themselves up as judges of what 
is moral or immoral rather than taking what 
the Scripture clearly teaches in the 7th Com
mandment. 

Just once, in this present day, I would 
love to see a Methodist periodical come out 
with some statements and comments that 
support Biblical morality, so I could be proud 
to be a United Methodist instead of wanting 
to hang my head in shame. 

MRS. B. D. CASE, 

Tampa, Florida 

HUMBLY GRATEFUL TO SERVE 
I would like to take issue with certain 

theories in Elaine Magalis' article, "Should 
Women be Volunteers?" ( May, 1975) , espe
cially those propogated by NOW. By pub
lishing articles like this, you are trying to 
disintegrate basic religious principles set forth 
in the Bible by suggesting that women who 
volunteer their time are of second-class status, 
by berating servanthood, humble gratefulness, 
fulfillment in motherhood, etc. 

It takes pretty distorted thinking to sug
gest that visiting old folks in nursing homes 
gives a person a "second-class status". So 
what, if the people you help can't "pay you 
back?" Yes, you are "doing them a favor" by 
showing them love, they so badly long for, 
and so what, if they are "humbly grateful"? 
Since when is it bad to be "humbly grateful"? 
The "self-righteous, bumbling" stereotype was 
an absurd exaggeration. 

If sewing for hospitals and orphanages, giv
ing individual orientation to slow learners 
from underprivi leged homes, carrying food 
to shut-ins, and visiting lonely, elderly people 
is being "second-class status", then I certainly 
recommend being "second-class", doing "pseu
do work", to first -class snobbery that looks 
down on women who help others because of 
love-not pay. 

My philosophy is naturally "change-di
rected". No intelligent, self-secure person would 
ever keep applying "band-aids" to problems 
where permanent and needed changes could 
be made. In spite of the fact that organiza
tions such as OW and New World Outlook 
are always looking toward a Utopia where 
no band-aids are ever needed, unfortunately, 
they always will be, in one form or another, 
as the author suggests at the tail-end of her 
article. The poor, the old, the frustrated, the 
unloved will always need those who volunteer 
their love. 

MRS. GEORGE MEGILL 

C. P. 184 
iteroi, R. J. 

Brazil 
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CHILEAN GOVERNMENT 
BARS BISHOP FRENZ 

The World Council of Churches 
(WCC) and the Lutheran World Feder
ation (LWF) have strongly protested 
a reported action of the government of 
Chile barring re-entry to the country of 
Bishop Helmut Frenz of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Chile ( ELCC ). 

Protests have also been registered by 
the Canadian Council of Churches 
(CCC) and the National Council of 
Churches ( NCC ) in the United States. 

The 42-year-old German born bishop, 
whose denomination has been rent by 
a schism, led by Lutherans who have 
objected to his refusal to endorse the 
military regime which overthrew the 
government of the late leftist President, 
Salvador Allende, in 1973, was in 
Switzerland at the time the news of the 
revocation of his residence permit was 
received. 

Neither Bishop Frenz nor the Synod
ical Council of his church in Santiago 
had received official notification of the 
government's order. But the text of an 
"Order of Expulsion of Bishop Helmut 
F renz" was printed in the government
controlled newspaper, La Segunda, in 
Santiago on Oct. 3, WCC sources in 
Geneva said. 

According to the sources, the paper 
said : "For carrying out antinational ac
tivities and gravely compromising pub
lic security and tranquility, the govern
ment has ordered the prohibition of 
entry to the country of Helmut Frenz 
and the revocation of the permanent 
residence permit granted by the Secre
tariat of State." 

Bishop Frenz has played a leading 
role in the ecumenical Committee on 
Peace and Reconciliation, an organiza
tion in Chile working to protest human 
rights there, with particular concern 
for the defense of political prisoners. 

Dr. Carl Mau, General Secretary of 
the Lutheran World Federation, also 
issued a statement of protest . 

"Bishop Frenz," said Dr. Mau, "is 
known throughout the Lutheran World 
Federation for his courageous Christian 
witness and leadership to secure the 
human rights of all people. He has 
taken a clear stand for reconciliation 

and justice, which can be the only basis 
for peace and tranquility in any nation." 

''The L WF strenuously protests this 
action of the Chilean government, asking 
the government to rescind this harsh 
step and to allow Bishop Frenz to re
turn to his rightful position as head of 
the ELCC, and co-president of the 
Committee for Peace and Reconciliation 
in Chile." 

In New York, the National Council 
of Churches cabled Gen. Augusto Pino
chet: 

"We firmly protest the action taken 
by the Chilean government to prohibit 
the re-entry of Lutheran Bishop Helmut 
Frenz. Such a decision taken against 
a Christian leader known for his hu
manitarian commitment will serve only 
to damage further the image of the 
Chilean junta. 

'We strongly urge you to rescind 
this action and permit Bishop Frenz to 
return to his Christian ministry in 
Chile." 

The cable was signed by NCC's 
General Secretary Dr. Claire Randall; 
Dr. Eugene Stockwell, associate general 
secretary for Overseas Ministries; and 
the Rev. William Wipfler, director of 
the Latin American Office. 

The Canadian Council of Churches, 
in addition to protesting the action Oll1 

Bishop Frenz, also protested the recent 
arrests of two Presbyterian pastors in 
Chile. 

According to WCC sources in New 
York, the Rev. Juan Polanco, moderator 
of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
in Chile, and pastor of a church in 
Antofogasta, and his co-pastor, the Rev. 
Denis O'Shee, were arrested by security 
police on Sept. 29. 

Mr. Polanco, the sources said, is a 
principal supporter of a sub-committee 
in Antofogasta of the Committee for 
Peace and Reconciliation. 

The sources also said that on Oct. 
2, security police arrested Mr. Polanco's 
wife and their three children, ages 20, 
17, and 14. Inquiries by Presbyterian 
church authorities in Chile have failed 
to elicit any information on the where
abouts or condition of those arrested, 
the wee sources said. 

Earlier in September, the sources 
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RNS Photo 
CLAIMS FARM WORKER 

ELECTIONS 'TAINTED' 
Cesar Chavez, president of the United 

Farm Workers of America, told the press 
at Sacramento that the secret ballot elec
tions for farm worker union representation 
were "tainted." He accused the state's Ag
ricultural Labor Relations Board and its 
general counsel, Walter Kintz, of "making 
deals" with growers and the Teamsters 
union. Mr. Chavez joined about 100 VFW 
members at a demonstration at the farm 
labor boaras office. 

added, an employee of the Committee 
for Peace and Reconciliation-Georgina 
Ocaranca Munoz, five months pregnant 
and ill-was picked up by security 
police in Santiago and has not been 
heard from since. 

Last June 21, six German-speaking 
congregations-with 20,000 of the 
ELCC's 26,000 members-which had 
withdrawn from the denomination, set 
up their own church-the Lutheran 
Church in Chile ( LCC) . 

The founders of the schismatic LCC 
have led a strong campaign against 
Bishop Frenz and the governing council 
of the ELCC. They have petitioned 
Chile's junta to cancel the ELCC's legal 
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) status, and haYe exerted pressure on the 
junta to xpel Bishop Frenz and the 
clergy who support him. 

According to Lutheran World Federa
tion sources in Geneva, most of the 
breakaway Lutherans-unlike ELCC's 
indigneous members-are upper-middle
class, and have strenuously objected to 
Bishop Frenz' leadership of ecumenical 
efforts to assist political refugees and 
prisoners and to protect human rights in 
Chile. 

The schismatics were especially in
censed, L WF sources said, when Bishop 
Frenz and his fellow clergy refused to 
join 32 other Protestant leaders in sign
ing a statement of unqualified support 
for Gen. Pinochet in Dec., 1974. 

Lutheran Churches in the U.S. and 
West Germany, the LWF, and the WCC 
all have declared that they recognize 
only the ELCC and its board led by 
Bishop Frenz. 

BREAD FOR THE WORLD 
SUPPORTS 'RIGHT TO FOOD' 

(RNS) 

Bread for the World, an ecumenical 
anti-hunger lobby, is orgamzmg a 
nationwide "offering of letters" to obtain 
public support for a "right to food" 
resolution being considered by Con
gress. 

Under the sponsorship of Sen. Mark 
Hatfield ( R-Ore. ) and Rep. Donald 
Fraser ( D-Minn.) , the resolution would 
have Congress affirm that the right of 
every person to a nutritionally adequate 
diet "is henceforth to be recognized as 
a cornerstone of U.S. policy." 

During the month of November, local 
churches will be asked to urge their 
members to write letters to their con
gressmen supporting the resolution and 
place the letters in a special collection 
basket. 

Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, president 
of Bread for the World, explained, "The 
idea behind this campaign for letters is 
to mobilize people in thousands of con
gregations across the land to become 
advocates for the hungry. We want 
enough letters to descend on Congress 
to show unmistakably what the will 
of the church is , and what we think 
the will of the nation should be, con
cerning God's hungry children." 

Roman Catholic Auxiliary Bishop 
Thomas Gumbleton of the Archdiocese 
of Detroit, vice-president of Bread for 
the World, said, "The public has a 
greatly exaggerated idea of this coun
try's assistance. Last year we ranked 
14th among 17 donor countries, when 
development aid was measured as a 
percentage of GNP. We gave one-fifth 

of 1 per cent of our GNP in 1974, and 
the percentage has been steadily shrink
ing. We are not doing one-tenth as 
much as we did for Europe during the 
Marshall Plan." 

The Congressional resolution asks 
that right to food "become a funda
mental point of reference in the forma
tion of legislation and administrative 
decisions in areas such as trade, assis
tance, monetary reform, military spend
ing, and all other matters that bear on 
hunger." 

It also seeks increased assistance for 
self-development among the world's 
poor with particular emphasis on in
creasing food production among the 
rural poor "until such assistance has 
reached the target of one per cent of 
our total national production (GNP )." 

Dr. Blake acknowledged that as a 
resolution, the document has no legal 
force, but he added that "it does cut 
new ground. And it lays the foundation 
for a long-range effort. So used, the 
resolution could mark a turning point 
for the nation." 

In addition to the planned "offering 
of letters," Bread for the World is also 
working with the American Jewish Com
mittee and other groups to solicit letters 
supporting the right-to-food resolution. 

'SERVICE OF OUTRACE' 
HITS FBI ACTI V ITIES 

(RNS) 

Participants in an ecumenical "serv
ice of outrage," held in New Haven, 
Conn., Oct. 4, charged that the FBI 
has been gathering information on radi
cal women's communities under the 
pretext of seeking in formation on the 
whereabouts of fugitives from justice. 

Some 300 members of religious, so
cialist, and lesbian organizations focused 
on the jailing of women who have re
fused to testify before fedel'al grand 
juries. 

One of the rally's co-sponsors, the 
New Haven Defense Committee, was 
formed earlier this year to gather sup
port for Ellen Grusse and Terri Turgeon. 
two Connecticut women who were jailed 
twice for refusing to testify before a 
New Haven grand jury. 

In a fact sheet, the defense committee 
said, "Those who have been called be
fore the grand jury are solely the people 
who have refused to talk to the FBI; 
if they refuse to cooperate with the 
grand jury they are threatened and 
coerced with jail. The FBI and the 
grand jury are using the pretext of seek
ing information on fugitives to gather 
information on women's communities 
and gro,~ps of people involved in radical 
change. 

Peggy Billings, an executive with th t 
United Methodist Church's Women's 
Division and an organizer of the Na
tional Council of Churches' Committee 
of Concern, said the jailings of Ms. 
Grusse and Ms. Turgeon were "typical 
of what has happened and what could 
happen with a lot of other women." 

She declared that "they have not been 
accused of any crime by anybody, yet 
they and their families have had their 
lives disrupted, their privacy invaded, 
and possibly their civil rights infringed." 

The National Council of Churches has 
fil ed an amicus curiae brief in U.S. 
District Court requesting that the two 
women be released. It asserted that 
"whether or not such recurring sentences 
are legally permissible, such repetitious 
jail sentences and the evident power of 
the court to incarcerate these women 
permanently by means of newly con
vened and successive grand juries is a 
terrifying spectacle for many people." 

Jill Raymond of Lexington, Ky. , a 
member of the National Organization 
for Women (NOW) and an activist in 
the national People's Party, has also 
been jailed for refusing to testify before 
a grand jury. 

Dr. Benjamin Spock, vice presidential 
candidate of the People's Party, told 
the rally, "There is no point in Ellen, 
Terri or Jill staying in jail unless they 
rally our support and that . of an in
dignant public all over the U.S. The 
government doesn't have the decency 
to be ashamed. We have got to rally 
tens of thousands of people, especiall y 
over the cause of fine women being held 
because they insist on their constitu
tional rights." 

The grand jury subpoenas have arisen 
from FBI investigations of lesbian 
groups, based on reports that fugitives 
Katherine Ann Power and Susan Saxe 
were lesbians and had lived in a wom
en's community in Lexington. Ms. Saxe 
was arrested last March. Both women 
are under indictment for alleged par
ticipation in a 1970 bank robbery in 
which a patrolman was killed. 

Messages of support read at the rally 
included statements from executive com
mittees of United Methodist Women in 
the denomination's New York and New 
England conferences. They said, "As 
Christian women who would affirm our 
solidarity with women everywhere who 
seek full personhood, we add our voices 
to those who protest the imprisonment 
of Ellen Grusse, Terri Turgeon, and Jill 
Raymond." 

According to the statements from the 
United Methodist Women Groups, "in
vasion of privacy, intimidation and the 

New World Outlook • November 1975 [5 13) 45 



invasion of constitutional rights are all 
too consistenly becoming the tactics of 
our law enforcement agencies." They 
concluded, "We deplore the tactics and 
herewith express our outrage that they 
would be empowered in an effort to 
intimidate, threaten or divide the wom
en's movement." 

(RNS ) 
'OBSTACLE' BARS ORDINATION 
OF ROMAN CATHOLIC WOMEN 

The president of the U.S. Catholic 
bishops, while affirming that "women 
are called today to a greater leadership 
role" in the Roman Catholic Church, 
has declared that "women are not to 
be ordained to the priesthood." 

Archbishop Joseph L. Bernardin of 
Cincinnati stated that the Church "will 
suffer, indeed it will be betrayed" if 
women are afforded only a "secondary 
place" in the Church's life and mission. 
But he maintained that a "serious theo
logical obstacle stands in the way of 
ordaining women to the priesthood." 

The statement by the president of 
the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops ( NCCB) was authorized by 
that body's Administrative Committee 
at a Sept. 9-10 meeting and was issued 
after consultation with the NCCB Ex
ecutive Committee. 

It came following an announcement 
by the planners of a November confer
ence on the ordination of women to 
the Catholic priesthood that an "over
whelming response" by registrants has 
forced the conference to larger quar
ters. The planners of the conference, 
set for Detroit, also said that more 
than 11 per cent of the more than 700 
women already registered explicitly 
stated that they feel called to the or
dained ministry. 

Archbishop Bernardin, said, "I know 
that many will welcome this statement. 
But many others will disagree with and 
be disturbed by what I have said with 
respect to the question of ordination." 

"The important thing now is that we 
not engage in recriminations; that in
stead we approach one another with 
charity and mutual respect, constantly 
examining our own motives ... to be 
certain as is humanly possible that we 
are indeed at all times seeking to know 
and do the will of Jesus Christ," the 
prelate said. 

Noting that the 1975 International 
Women's Year (IWY) has "served as a 
catalyst for serious discussion and ac
tion on behalf of women within both 
Church and society," the archbishop 
pointed out that Pope Paul has acknow
ledged that the contemporary effort to 
promote the advancement of women is 

"a sign of the times" and a "call of the 
Spirit." 

"The Church owes women, both reli
gious and lay, its own great debt of 
gratitude for their commitment and lov
ing service," the archbishop said. "In 
a special way we must also be grateful 
to those who today manifest their loy
alty and love by pressing the question 
of their role in the Church." 

But, Archbishop Bernardin ex
plained, "both candor and a sense of 
responsibility impel me at this time to 
address the question which is in the 
minds of many people. Discussion of 
the possibility of ordaining women . . . 
is now a lively issue in the U.S." 

Admitting that such discussion can 
"contribute to a better understanding" 
of the priestly ministry and the role of 
women in the Church, the archbishop 
said that "honesty and concern for the 
Catholic community, including those ... 
who advocate the ordination of women, 
also require that Church leaders not 
seem to encourage unreasonable hopes 
and expectations, even by their silence. 

"Therefore, I am obliged to restate 
the Church's teaching that women are 
not to be ordained to the priesthood." 

Archbishop Bernardin further de
clared that "it is not correct to say 
that no serious theological obstac1e 
stands in the way of ordaining women 
to the priesthood, and that the fact 
that women have not been ordained 
up to now can be explained simply by 
culturally conditioned notion of male 
superiority." 

"There is a serious theological issue," 
he maintained. 

The archbishop asserted that 
throughout Catholic Church history 
women have not been called to the 
priesthood and he said there are "com
pelling reasons" for this practice. 

'BUDGET CRUNCH' 
LIMITS ASSIGNMENTS 

(RNS) 

Contrary to some reports that U.S. 
missionaries are no longer wanted by 
overseas churches, the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. (Southern) said it 
finds requests for American missionaries 
remain sb·ong. 

Request have been received from 
overseas partner churches and ecumen
ical agencies in 25 countries for per
sonnel to fill 198 positions, according 
to a report by the Southern Presbyterian 
Division of International Mission to the 
General Executive Board. 

The board expressed "great concern" 
that only 21 of these positions could 
be filled because of the "budget crw1ch." 

The 4,000 congregations of the de-
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nomination were called on to "increase 
their giving at every opportunity" to 
help the General Executive Board "re
verse the trend toward reduction of 
missionary personnel and diminishing 
support on the field." 

Of the 21 missionary positions ap
proved, ·only 19 can be filled in 1976 
because of the lack of funds, the board 
said. The other two will be "frozen" 
until the economic picture brightens. 
The board also approved 15 positions 
from a Volunteers-in-Mission Opportuni
ty List, which seeks to enlist persons 
who can provide most of their own 
support. ( RNS) 

CWS COMMITTED TO 5000 
MORE VIET NAM REFUGEES 

A commitment to resettle 5,000 more 
Vietnamese refugees has been taken by 
the Immigration and Refugee Program 
of the Church Wor Id Service ( CWS), 
relief agency of the National Council 
of Churches. Dr. James Thomas of the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
is chairman of the CWS Immigration 
and Refugee Program. So far, 1,050 
United Methodists have committed 
themselves to resettling Vietnam refu
gees. 

By mid-September, the CWS pro
gram had found homes for more than 
11,000 refugees, exceeding its initial 
goal of 10,000 Vietnamese and 250 
Cambodians. 

The Vietnamese resettlement pro
gram is expected to be concluded by 
mid-December, CWS said. 

Church World Service will also help 
place 750 Laotian refugees now lo
cated in a camp in Thailand. Unlike 
other Indonesian refugees, Laotians 
are not eligible under existing legisla
tion for U.S . governn1ent assistance such 
as food stamps and Medicaid. CWS and 
other relief agencies are pressing for 
a change in this regulation. 

Since World War II, CWS has reset
tled more than 220,000 people. In ad
dition to the Vietnamese, the agency is 
currently working with refugees from 
Cuba, Asia, Africa, Latin America, the 
Middle East and Communist countries. 

WOMEN BUS DRIVERS? 
NOT IN TEL AVIV! 

A group of ultra-Orthodox Jews has 
threatened to blockade the streets of 
Tel Aviv, Israel's largest city, if women 
are permitted to be bus drivers. 

The group, calling itself the Commit
tee for the Sanctity of Israel, has reg
istered a protest with an Israeli bus 
company that has undertaken to train 
women drivers to replace men in emer
gencies. 
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The group 'Warned that if the com
pany persisted in its training program, 
it would be violating "religious law 
and tradition," especially if the women 
drivers wore "slacks, shorts, or mini
skirts." 

The Committee for the Sanctity of 
Israel argued that "under Jewish tradi
tion," women were not permitted to 
be in charge of vehicles carrying men. 

UPCUSA VOTES $400,000 
FOR DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 

More than four hundred thousand 
dollars was allocated to nine self
development projects that were vali
dated for funding by the National Com
mittee on the Self-Development of peo
ple of the United Presbyterian Church, 
in a September meeting. 

Six of the projects validated for fund
ing are in the United States, and three 
are international. Projects validated 
are: 

$20,000 to Eastside Housing and Eco
nomic Development Corporation, a 
housing program in Decatur, Ill. 

$50,000 to B.P.U.M. Economic De
velopment Corporation, in Camden, 
N.J. 

$50,000 to Operation Concern, a 
community funded organization in West 
Palm Beach, Fla. that is working with 
the migrant farm workers in the Ever
glades of Florida. 

$30,000 to Tribal Governors, Inc., a 
consortium of five groups of Native 
Americans in Maine, to help establish 
a credit union. 

$50,000 to Southwest Georgia Project 
for Community Education, Inc., in Al
bany, Ga., to help purchase equipment 
for their print shop. 

$20,000 to Appalachia Community 
Development Corporation, in South
west Virginia's Wise County, for opera
tions and further development of a 
community newspaper. 

$65,373 to Promuri Project for Urban
Rural Promotion in Asuncion, Para
guay, to purchase farm equipment and 
to aid in developing training experiences 
for large numbers of unemployed. 

$61,864 to Centro De Informacion 
Estudios y Documentacion ( CIED) , a 
registered cultural, educational and re
search association in Lima, Peru, that 
is seeking t-0 develop a new community 
and to effect change within the Peru
vian society, especially for the Aymara 
and Quechua Indians. 

$59,728 to Community Development 
Trust Fund of Tanzania, in Dar-Es
Salaam, Tanzania, to help improve and 
promote the farming and fishing indus
try there. 

The committee heard a report from 
two of its members and its executive 
director, the Rev. St. Paul Epps, on 
their recent meeting with members of 
Utica Presbytery. The presbytery had 
expressed displeasure with the national 
committee's decision in July to grant 
$26,000 to the Ganienken Indian Proj
ect, a group of Mohawk Indians in the 
Adirondack Mountains of New York 
who reclaimed a portion of land in the 
area and seek to support themselves as 
a community by limited collective farm
ing. 

Mr. Epps reported that the repre
sentatives of the national committee had 
"engaged the members of presbytery in 
a helpful discussion of procedures for 
making grants," and that "there was a 
good feeling registered on both sides 
about the meeting." 

A delegation of two Native Ameri
cans from the committee made an on
site visit to the encampment, because 
the Ganienken Indians would not allow 
white people on the encampment, and 
brought back a favorable report to the 
committee. However, the committee 
retained the privilege of making the 
final decision about the completion of 
payment of the commitment. One-half 
of the $26,000 already has been sent. 

The national committee is responsi
ble for making grants from the United 
Presbyterian Church's Fund for the 
Self-Development of People, which was 
established in 1970 to enable the church 
to respond to communities in need who 
have planned self-determined develop
ment programs in this country and in 
communities abroad. 

CALLUP: ENFORCED IDLENESS 
OF YOUTH SPURS CRIME WAVE 

Pollster George Gallup places high on 
his list of reasons for increased crime in 
this country the "enforced idleness of 
youth." 

Writing in the current issue of Today's 
Education, published in Washington, 
Dr. Gallup notes that as the United 
States changed from a rural society to 
an urban one, "the necessity for chil
dren to help with family chores largely 
vanished." 

"Now, the government has made it 
virtually impossible for young persons 
to find work even when they wish to," 
he states. "Many of them must now 
obtain work permits, and the minimum 
wage laws make it uneconomical for 
most employers to hire young and un
trained workers." 

He concludes that young people, as 
a consequence, have been "effectively 
removed from the labor market and 
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been dead center. We want to hit 
100% by Dec. 31. You can help 
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Method ist Church has dollar 
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• World Service • Ministerial 
Education • Black Colleges • 
Temporary General Aid and 
other apportioned benev
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Local churches also have dollar 
targets for these causes . 
In the remaining months of 1975 
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its goal. 
Every dollar translates into 
programs that minister to persons 
in need of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

Fo r a ns we rs t o 
questions or printed and 
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United Methodist 
Communications 
1200 Davis St., 
Evanston, Ill. 60201 

from nearly every opportunity to learn 
a trade. 

"In our larger cities, still another 
factor has contributed to idleness. In 
the post World War II years, millions 
of Americans were lured to the big cities 
by the promise of better pay.ing jobs, 
a better life, and more excitement. 

"Now a good share of these millions 
are hopelessly stranded in our inner 
cities: Jobs are going to other areas, 
family life is deteriorating, and crime 
offers almost the only excitement." 

Dr. Gallup says that parents as well 
as the young are affected by this condi
tion in the inner cities. Many of them 
are idle, without work. 

"Consequently," he states, "a major 
task, as I see it, is to relocate these 
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trapped families in areas where work 
opportunities are better, home life can 
b restored, and the hope of a better 
life is brighter." 

(RNS) 

URUGUAY BANS R.C. BISHOPS' 
PASTORAL PLEA FOR AMNESTY 

The Uruguayan government has 
banned publication of a national pas
toral letter by Uruguay' Roman Cath
olic bishops which makes a strong plea 
for amnesty for political prisoners and 
a halt to repression of civil and human 
rights. 

The pa toral, which was scheduled to 
be read at all Sunday Masses on October 
12, throughout the country, was sent to 
all national newspapers. But the govern
ment of President Juan Maria Bordaberry 
refused to allow the pastoral letter to 
be published in the state-controlled press. 

In the pastoral, the bishops called for 
a "broad amnesty and an abandonment 
of the philosophy of hatred and violence, 
and the spirit of revenge." 

A spokesman for the bishops, who are 
headed by Archbishop Carlos Parteli of 
Montevideo, speculated that the gov
ernment ban on the promulgation of the 
pastoral will create further church-state 
tensions in Uruguay. . 

The bishops' pastoral broke a lengthy 
silence by the Uruguayan Catholic 
Church, which has become increasingly 
withdrawn from the political and social 
scene, particularly in the last two years. 
Since the military coup of 1973, which 
resulted in the dissolution of the na
tional Congress and the banning of all 
left-of-center political parties, the Church 
has been generally reserved, protesting 
only when priests or religions were ill
treated by the government. 

In 1968, the Uruguayan Church had 
emerged from rigid patterns and tra
ditions and launched a broad pastoral 
plan that brought lay people, priests and 
bishops into an on-going dialogue that 
treated a variety of social and economic 
problems facing the country. The bish
ops, for a time, strongly denounced in
justices and violations of human rights, 
including the torture of political pris
oners. 

Since the military regime took over in 
1973, the Church's social outreach has 
ground almost to a halt. Censorship has 
~een thoroughly imposed throughout 
the country and active parishes have 
been forced through intimidation and 
arrests to abandon many programs 
looked on by the government with dis
favor. 

Last January, the Montevideo archdio
cesan magazine, Informaciones, was 

clo ed down for allegedly printing com
ments that were insulti ng to the mili tary 
regime. 

In March, a mili tary officer searched 
a Jesuit community, and arrested three 
priests, including the provincial. They 
were released only after pressure from 
the Vatican and the Jesuit Superior Gen
eral, Father Pedro Arrupe. 

On April 30, an executive decree 
closed Vispera, a magazine of an inter
national movement of Catholic intellec
tuals edited in Montevideo. The direc
tor, Dr. Hector Borrat, was arrested and 
detained for 10 days. Shortly thereafter, 
the editorial office of a Jesuit magazine, 
Perspectivas de Dialogo, was searched 
by police, as were several bishops' resi
dences. The police claimed they were 
seeking data on militant Christians. 

In September, Juan Artola, regional 
secretary of the World Student Chris
tian Federation, was arrested and is still 
being held without formal charges pre
ferred against him. Agencies of both 
the U.S. Catholic Conference, Washing
ton, D .C., and the National Council of 
Churches, New York, have protested the 
action of the Uruguayan government. 

Last July, Amnesty International, the 
London-based international investigative 
agency concerned with human rights 
issues, accused the Uruguayan govern
ment of systematic arrest and torture of 
dissidents. 

In a cable to President Bordaberry, the 
agency said prisoners had suffered 
"months of detention incommunicado, 
physical and psychological torture ( and ) 
arbitrary detention." The age11cy's re
port went on to urge the international 
community to protest the deteriorating 
conditions in Uruguay. (RNS ) 

wee AID TO INDOCHINA 
COMMENDED BY VIETNAM 

The work of the Fund for Reconstruc
tion and Reconciliatiort in Indochina 
( FRRI ) has been commended by the 
governments of Laos and North and 
South Vietnam in messages received by 
the FRRI board during its recent meet
ing in Geneva. 

The $5 million goal set for the fund 
by the World Council of Churches Cen
tral Committee has been fully sub
scribed during the last three years as 
well as a special $500,000 appeal. Major 
contributions came from Australia, Can
ada, Denmark, West Germany, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Sweden, 
Switzerland and the United States. (The 
United Methodist Committee on Reliefs 
J. Harry Haines is the North American 
representative on the FRRI board.) 

At its meeting the board of FRRI ex-
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pressed the sincere hope that the 
churches would not abandon Indochina 
now that the fighting had ceased. It dis
cussed fu ture possibilities for expending 
approximately $2 million now in hand 
on reconstruction efforts in Indochina. 
As has been its policy in the past, the 
fund will respond to the priorities set 
by the people in the area. 

Giving an account of its stewardship 
the board reported that projects in Laos, 
North and South Vietnam have been 
fully funded. 

In North Vietnam, a twice bombed 
hospital carried on in temporary struc
tures with salvaged equipment is being 
rebuilt and re-equipped. In the South, 
both Christian and Buddhist schools have 
been rebuilt. Medical students in Saigon 
have been engaged in public health min
istries in the slums and among refugees. 
In areas formerly under authority of 
the Provisional Revolutionary Govern
ment, fields have been replanted using 
rototillers provided by the Fund. 

In Laos, agricultural and resettlement 
plans in cooperation with both the Vien
tiane government and the Neo Haksat 
are underway. Through consultations, 
forums, team and staff visits, the Fund 
has helped clear the atmosphere of war
time absolutes, and demonstrated the 
possibility of reconciliation. ( EPS ) 

PCUS AND UPCUSA SPONSOR 
JOINT HISPANIC MINISTRY 

Two Presbyterian denominations are 
cooperating in Miami in providing min
istries to a minolity within a minority
Spanish speaking Presbyterians in Dade 
County. 

The Latin population of Dade County 
has grown since 1950 from 30,000 to a 
projected total of 800,000 in 1980. But 
there are currently only 30,000 Protes
tants, of whom most are United Meth
odists or Baptists. 

Despite these figures, the Joint Con
sultation on Hispanic Ministries- a co
operative effort of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. ( Southern ) and the 
United Presbyterian Church- is seeking 
to meet the needs of Latin Presbyterians, 
whose numbers are growing. 

The Primera Iglesia Presbiteriana His
pana in Miami has Cubans, Puerto 
Ricans, Argentinians, Spaniards, and Co
lombians among its members. It pro
vides three worship services each Sun
day, a day-care center, evening English 
classes, a visiting nurse, a parochial 
school, a "mobile church" with services 
in 10 homes each Thursday, and mission 
congregations in Hialeah, South Miami, 
and Miami Beach. 
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0th r Spanish Presbyterian churches 
in Dade County include the Pan Ameri
can Evangelical Church; Cristo Salvador 
Mission, which meets in Shenandoah 
Presbyterian Church, and the Primera 
Iglesia Presbyteriana United Hispana de 
Hialeah, which meets in St. Margaret's 
Episcopal Church. 

The Joint Consultation recently gave 
a presentation of its work to the South
ern Presbyterian Presbytery of the Ever
glades. Attorney Robert Brown, a mem
ber of Cristo Salvador, reported that 
evangelistic work among Latins "is slow, 
but it can be done if we give our Span
ish workers the tools and the money to 
do the job." 

Mr. Bro\.vn pointed out that the Rev. 
Martin Anorga, pastor of the Primera 
Iglesia Presbiteriana Hispana, has a 
weekly newspaper column in the Span
ish press and two radio programs, and 
is the vice-president of the Dade County 
Right to Life Committee. 

RESOLUTION ON ADVERTISING 
FAILS AT PROCTER & CAMBLE 

A United Presbyterian-sponsored res
olution asking the Procter and Gamble 
Company to revise the image of women 
in its advertising was soundly defeated 
at the company's annual stockholders 
meeting in Cincinnati. 

But although only 23 per cent of the 
vote favored the resolution, the Rev. 
Donald Purkey, chairperson of the 
Church's Committee on Mission Respon
sibility Through Investment, declared 
that the vote represented "a significant 
number of persons concerned about the 
issue." 

Procter and Gamble officials did not 
make any promises to revise the com
pany's advertising. But Mr. Purkey said, 
"I think we were heard. I think we will 
see some changes in advertising." 

Local officials of the National Orga
nization For Women (NOW) demon
strated outside in support of the United 
Presbyterian resolution. One unidentified 
NOW activist asked a series of ques
tions focusing on what she felt to be the 
degrading portrayals of women in 
P & G advertising. 

"What woman do you know who gets 
embarrassed and depressed when her 
french fries are greasy or her hands don't 
look like a teenager's? How many wom
en do you know who secretly squeeze 
toilet paper in the grocery? And how 
many women feel their marriage will 
break up if they can't make good 
coffee?" 

The Rev. Robert C. Lamar, general 
secretary of the United Presbyterian 
General Assembly Mission Council, said 

it was regrettable "that some aspects of 
this resolution have lent themselves to 
misunderstanding and distortion. The 
United Presbyterian Church in no way 
devalues the role of housewife or home
maker. But vast numbers of women are 
neither homemakers nor housewives. 
And millions of women who are know 
that their roles of mother and homemaker 
do not limit or give primary definition 
to their lives." 

Pat Young, chairperson of the Na
tional Council of Churches' Task Force 
on Women and Corporations, told the 
stockholders meeting that "a vote against 
the resolution will not make the issue 
go away. On the contrary, a positive vote 
must be looked upon as an opportunity 
for our company to assert its rightful 
leadership in the industry, an oppor
tunity to demonstrate its respect for all 
its customers." 

The United Presbyte1ian Church owns 
70,594 shares of Procter and Gamble 
stock. 

During discussion of the resolution, 
some stockholders who identified them
selves as Presbyterians spoke in oppo
sition to the measure. One man said, "I 
~sh the Church was doing as well at 
its job as P&G." 

In a statement giving the company's 
view on the subject, Procter and Gamble 
officials declared that since their prod
ucts are used in the home, "our adver
tising frequently presents women in their 
role as homemakers. However, the de
piction of women is in no way limited to 
the role of homemaker." 

They added that "Procter and Gam
ble strongly disagrees with those who 
believe the role of homemaker is inher
ently demeaning and would certainly not 
portray the homemaker in a demeaning 
fashion in its advertising." ( RNS) 

MASTERS & JOHNSON SPEAK 
TO BAPTISTS ABOUT SEX 

Sexual problems result principally 
from misinformation, the famed sex 
team of Masters and Johnson told a 
Southern Baptist workshop on human 
sexuality at Columbia, S.C. 

Dr. William H . Masters said "sexual 
information is one thing we need the 
most, but have the least of." His wife 
and co-worker, Virginia E. Johnson, said 
research shows that "sexual dysfunctions" 
arise when people are untrue to their 
own personal values. 

Harry . Hollis, Jr., director of family 
and special moral concerns of the South
ern Baptist Christian Life Commission, 
said, "Sex cannot stand the burden of 
being either a demon or a deity." 

Some 1,000 ministers and other profes-

sional workers who counsel people hav
ing sexual problems attended the work
shop. 

Speaking on "A Theological Under
standing of Sexuality," Mr. Hollis said, 
"There is no area of life that is beyond 
Christ's truth .... " 

"We have changed God's good gift to 
us into something that is dirty and evil. 
Then, on the way to the 20th Century, 
something else happened. People react
ed to the demonizing of sexuality by 
deifying sexuality," the Southern Baptist 
leader said. 

He said that when sex is misused, 
judgment comes because God has built 
penalties for sex mi~use into the very 
nature of things. But God always leaves 
room for repentance, Mr. Hollis said. 

Virginia Johnson listed three condi
tions which she said cause sexual prob
lems: a "conditioning" which suggests 
that sex "is not quite nice, not quite 
acceptable;" the belief that sex can be 
fulfilling when it is used for its own 
sake, and when sex is seen only as per
formance. 
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Dr. Masters, discussing the problem 
of exual misinformation, said one-fifth 
of the couples who come to his Repro
ductive Biology Research Foundation in 
St. Loui s, Mo., with sexual problems, 
are helped by receiving accurate infor
mation. 

Ms. Johnson said too little teaching 
takes place in the home between father 
and son, and between mother and 
daughter on a healthy outlook toward 
ex. She said that negative teachings 

toward ex which children receive in the 
home a.re difficult to overcome even with 
accurate information received from out
side. 

Mr. Hollis agreed that neg~tive myths 
about sexuality must be eliminated, but 

he said "just passing out information" is 
not enough . 

"It is our task to seek to communicate 
the biblical good news about sex to a 
jaded, fearful society," said Mr. Hollis, 
the author of books on a Christian view 
of sex. "It is not that we have tried a 
Christian approach which has failed; 
our society has not really tried a Chris
tian sex ethic at all." ( RNS) 

SRI LANKA CHURCH UNION 
SEEN AS BREAKTHROUGH 

The inauguration of the Church of 
Sri Lanka on November 16 will climax 
30 years of union negotiations involving 
five churches with very different histories 
and polity. Uniting are the Methodist, 

~Juse <f you ... 
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Baptist and Presbyterian churches as 
well as the Church of Lanka (Anglican ) 
and the J aHna Diocese of the Church of 
South India. 

Five bishops have been unanimously 
elected to serve the new church: the 
three Anglican bishops plus the presi
dents of the Methodist and Baptist 
churches . Invited to participate in the 
consecration of the new church's bishops 
are representatives of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and bishops from the 
churches of North and South India and 
the Mar Thoma Church. 

Meanwhile word comes from South 
Africa that the United Congregational 
Church of Southern Africa has approved 
a plan to unite with three Presbyterian 
churches. The General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa 
has approved the preamble and state
ment of faith but refused to approve 
structural proposals included in the 
union plan. Earlier the Tsonga Presby
terian Church accepted the plan. And 
the Bantu Presbyterian Church is 
scheduled to vote at its assembly in 
Butterworth this month. ( EPS) 

" ... AND NOW FOR SOMETHING 
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT ... " 

A report on British television, prepared 
by 23 students at a private boys' school 
in Ormskirk, England, has criticized the 
BBC for featuring "vulgarity" on evening 
programming. 

Based on a monitoring exercise car
ried out last Spring, the report was pre
pared by fourth , fifth, and sixth form 
pupils of Scarisbrick Hall School. It has 
been submitted to a government Com
mittee on the Future of Broadcasting. 

A major criticism in the survey was 
that on one evening "the BBC broadcast 
a continuous stream of vulgarity, swear
ing and blasphemy during peak viewing 
time from 8 p.m. until 20 minutes to 11." 

Responding to the argument that 
swearing is a part of everyday life, the 
students asked, "In how many families 
would you expect to hear 207 instances 
of swearing, 84 blasphemies and 115 
vulgarities in a normal week?" 

Some American programs met with a 
good reception in the report. Hawaii 
Five-0 was described as "first-rate," 
while Cannon was called "a very good 
story with a lot of shooting." 

In an editorial on the students' report, 
the weekly Methodist Recorder com
mented that "the team from Scarisbrick 
Hall has not added significantly to the 
known research into audience reaction. 
What it has done is to show a systematic 
and concerned approach from an age 
group seldom vocal about the box." 
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