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MISSION NENO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

June, 1975 

Colombia. A controversial self-development group in Colombia, known as Rosca, will 
not be receiving a third grant from the United Presbyterian Church ' s National Com
mittee on the Self-Development of People as a result of a decision by the Church's 
General Assembly. The Assembly rescinded a $90,000 grant, which the Committee had 
voted by a narrow margin, marking the first time in the seven year history that a 
Self-Development grant had been overruled. In 1971 and 1973 the Committee had made 
grants of $75,000 each to Rosca, whose advocacy role in the South American country 
on behalf of victims of social and economic injustice has made it the target of 
criticism. The Presbyterian Church of Colombia has objected to USA funding of Rosca . 
The Program Agency's Executive Committee opposed funding the group a third time, not 
because of objections to Rosca but because of "the best interest of the whole United 
Presbyterian Church.'' The Presbyterian Lay Committee, a conservative group, has 
been a major critic of grants to Rosca. 

Presbyterians. In other actions of the General Assembly, held in Cincinnati in mi d-
May, the assembly rejected a bid to form a separate agency for overseas missionary 
work and instead ~fill keep that responsibility in the Program Agency. At the same 
time the assembly affirmed the response of the Mission Council to a document en
titled "A Declaration and Call", which expressed "deep concern over the mission 
crisis" in the church, but voted not to make the paper a test by which people are 
included or excluded from mission .. .. After a t wo hour debate, the assembl y denied 
unofficial organization status to the Presbyterian Gay Caucus; much of the debate 
centered on whether recognition of the group meant condoning homosexual activity . . .. 
With little debate, the assembly rejected attempts to overrule the j udgment of the 
Permanent Judicial Commission wh ich denied ordination to a ministerial candidate, 
Walter Wynn Kenyon, who said his unders tanding of Sc r ipture prevented him in con
science from participating in the ordination of women .... The assembly made hunger 
its major mission priority and directed that a hunger fund be established to assist 
in direct food relief, development assistance, education and interpretation, life 
style modification, and influencing public policy .... The assembly voted to investi
gate the Presbyterian Lay Committee and its publication, the Presbyterian Layman; 
the probe is thought to be the first of an unofficial organization. Committee 
spokesmen said they would cooperate with the investigation . 

Chile. The refusal of Lutheran Bishop Helmut Frenz and others of his clergy to 
join 32 leaders from other Protestant Evangelical churches last December in a state
ment of unqualified support for the ruling military junta has led to a serious 
schism in his church. Six of the largest German-speaking congregations, with 20 ,000 



of the 26,000 members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Chile, have separated 
themselves from the Lutheran Synod. Four of the six pastors of the churches re
fused to join the exodus and were dismissed by each congregation's governing coun
cil. The German-born bishop said: 11 It huts me to say it, but many of the dis
sidents are Lutherans because they are Germans not because they are Christians. 11 

Bishop Frenz has been detained for questioning twice by military authorities. 

Puerto Rico. Celebration of the 75th anniversary of Methodism on the island, set
ting stewardship development as a new priority for 1975-76, and the appointment of 
a new conference superintendent were highlights of the recent Puerto Rico Annual 
Conference of the UMC. The new superintendent is the Rev. Gilda Sanchez, who suc
ceeds Rev. Rafael Boissen. Mr. Sanchez was formerly of the staff of the Department 
of Church Extension of the ational Division, BOG . 

Al as ka. The state legislature is considering a proposal to fund an option to buy 
the property of Alaska ethodist University. If passed, the measure would allow 
the institution to continue as an independent university for at least two more years. 
Previously, the legislature had turned down a proposal for the state to purchase the 
financially hard-pressed school and transfer its pe rsonnel and programs into the 
University of Alaska state system. Meant ime, AU was able to meet its May payroll 
by a $96,000 loan from the United Methodist Board of Higher Education and Ministry. 

Wales. Four denominations have ratified a covenant to work and oray for church 
union. At a national covenant service in Aberystwyth, representatives of the Church 
in Wales (Anglican), the Presbyterian Church of Wales, the Methodist Church and the 
United Reformed Church placed signed copies of their church's resolution upon the 
Lord's Table. 

Associated Church Press. Among the awards for excellence given at the recent con
vention were two to New World Outlook, for editorials (on Chile and the CIA and 
President Ford's pardon of Nixon) and reportage (for the series on Religion in U.S. 
Cities and an article on Angola by managing editor Charles E. Brewster) in the 
mission magazine category. Other awards going to UC and UPUSA publications in
cluded A.O. (general excellence, general magazines), response( article, general 
magazinesr:- The Interpreter (article, special audience magazines), The United Meth
odist Reporter (editorials and reportage, newspapers) and two of its regional edi
tions, Minnesota (graphics) and ews Pulse (photography). The new president of ACP 
is the Rev. C. Ray Dobbins, editor of The Cumberland Presbyterian, who defeated 
Father Charles Angell editor of Ecumenical Trends, for the post. ew members of 
the Board of Directors include Carol Herb , editor of response and Darrell Shamblin 
edi tor of The Interpreter. 

Relief. Officials of Ca t hol ic Relief Services and World Vision International have 
denied that t heir former operations in South Vietnam and Cambodia received U.S. 
funds in exchange for pol itical and military intelligence. The charge had been 
leveled by the Rev. John akajima, general secretary of the ational Christian Coun
cil of Japan, who had visited Cambodia in February (see ay missi on memo). The 
charges are 11 absolutely pure poppycock 11

, according to a spokesman for Catholic Relief 

11 

' 

I 

• 



Services. Dr. Stanley Mooneyham, president of World Vision, said the report is 
erroneous and 11 a half truth". World Vision, he said, received funds from t he U.S. 
Agency for International Development "with no strings attached" and supplied infor
mation on the number of refugees and the need of people in a given area. 11 It had 
nothing to do v.iith military or political activities." There is general agreement 
among relief agencies that operations receiving U.S. funds or food for humanitarian 
purposes do, directly, supply information of a statistical nature to the government, 
but differences of opinion exist on whether such data is strategically valuable. 

Women. One of the eleven recently and 11 illegally 11 ordained women in the Episcopal 
Church has decided she would rather switch than fight for her ordination in that 
church. The Rev. Marie E. Moorefield, 31, will be transferred this month into the 
Kansas East Conference of the United Methodist Church where she will be eligible 
next year for elder's orders . Bishop Ernest T. Dixon, Jr. has appointed her chap
lain of The Methodist Home in Topeka. 11 I cannot in good conscience continue any 
longer to use large portions of my time and energy struggling with an institution 
which denies both in its policy and its practice that women as well as men, both 
lay and ordained, are called of God to be ministers of the Gospel , 11 Miss Moorefield 
explained. 

Wesley's Chapel. The fate of City Road Chapel in London remains in doubt. Faced 
with a disappointing response to appeals for restoration funds, a committee of the 
British Methodist Conference decided that they had no choice but to demolish the 
historic structure. When they informed the Islington Borough Council (the district 
of London where it is located) of their plans, they were informed that this could 
not be done~ the government would make the repairs and turn the chapel into a 
museum but send the bill to the church or the church could make the repairs itself . 
As of this writing, no decision has been made. 

Deaths. Alfred A. Knox, 61, for twelve years editor of the Arkansas Methodist and 
the Louisiana Methodist, died April 24 after an extended illness. He had also 
served as director of Public Relations and Methodist Information for the Ohio Area 
and General Secretary of the Commission on Camp Activities and as president of the 
United Methodist Press Association. 

Latin America. The first exchange visit of Cuban Methodists to Peruvian Methodists 
took place in May and early June. Three pastors and one lay person from Cuba visit
ed churches throughout Peru. It is hoped a Peruvian delegation will be present 
during the annual conference in Cuba this month and the Cuban women's organization 
has invited Peruvian Methodist women to send a fraternal delegate to its annual 
meeting in August. In another exchange, Bishop and Mrs. Armando Rodriguez of Cuba 
are participating in Methodist annual conference sessions in the German Democratic 
Republic (East Germany) after Bishop and Mrs. Armin Haertel of East Germany attended 
the Cuban General Conference in February. 

Farm Workers. The California Legislature has passed an agricultural labor relations 
act which is expected to revolutionize agricultural operations in that state and 
serve as a model for the nation. Based on the National Labor Relations act, which 



excludes farm workers from its prov1s1ons, it provides for secret ballot elections 
for workers to choose a union or no union. Strikes are permitted at any time but 
the elections must be held at harvest time to guarantee a heavy vote; secondary boy
cotts to prevent goods reaching market are outlawed but educational boycotts (such . 
as those popularized by Cesar Chavez and the United Farm Workers) are permitted. 
Under the prodding of California Governor Edmund G. Brown, the bill was supported 
by the United Farm Workers and the growers and, reluctantly after modifications, by 
the Teamsters Union. Church groups which have supported the UFW have hailed pas
sage of the legislation. According to Ruth Gilbert, president of the National Farm 
Worker Ministry, the law "provides an opportunity for the workers to choose the 
union that they want. 11 

Rhodesia. The Rev. Canaan Banana, a British Methodist clergyman who is a prominent 
black Rhodesian nationalist, was arrested in Salisbury airport the moment he re
turned from two years of theological study at Wesley Theological Seminary in Washing
ton, D.C. His wife and three children, with him at the time, were not detained. He 
was arrested under a law that gives the government power to detain anyone considered 
a threat to public order. 

Ecumenism. On May 11 new congregations of four different churches joined to form 
one ministry tn Hackettstown, New Jersey, to be known as the Panther Valley Ecumen
ical Ministry. A single council will be responsible for oversight of the congrega
tion and one minister, the Rev.. William H. McGregor, a United Presbyterian, is the 
pastor. The other three denominations are the United Methodist Church, the Protes
tant Episcopal Church, and the United Church of Christ. There will be a rotation 
of clergy from among the four denominations. About 150 persons from the four denom
inations have signed a covenant for the creation of the new church. (For record
keepi ng purposes, 25 oercent of the membership will be reported to each of the four 
sponsoring denominations.) 11 We are trying to maintain the integrity of four dis
tinct traditions while living together as one community, 11 says Mr. McGregor. 11 It 
is no i onger necessary, if indeed it ever was, to plant four competing congregations 
at the crossroads of every village and town. 11 

Torture. In Chile on May 15 four young men, including Pedro Cano, were arrested 
and have been brutally tortured, (burns on their bodies and tongue, beatings on 
their bodies and fingers). Cause of arrest and the present location of three of the 
young men is unknown. One of them was able to secure sanctuary in the Committee for 
Peace headquarters and revealed the tortures of his companions at the same time the 
physical evidences of his torture were verified and medical assistance sought. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PRICE INCREASE. Rising printing and mailing costs will force us to increase the 
subscription price from $3.00 a year to $4.00 on September 15. It is our first 
price hike in more than seven years. There will be a new three-year subscription 
rate of $10.00. Combination rate with response will be $7.00 yearly, or $20.00 
for a three year subscription. Subscriptions are still available at the old rates 
until September 15 . (See ad on inside back cover.) We regret these increases 
which are necessary to continue bringing you the same high quality magazine but we 
appreciate your continuing loyalty and support. -- the Editors. 



ClJ EDITORIALSCIJ 
Understanding Southeast Asia 
In some ways, scheduling a mission 

study by U.S. churches on Southeast 
Asia for this year might seem to be one 
of those catastrophic mixups in timing 
that bureaucratic planning can produce. 
Southeast Asia? If there is one area of 
the world Americans are heartily sick 
of and wish to forget, it is surely there 
where so many Ame1ican lives and 
treasure and illusions were lost for no 
very discernible purpose. To ask people 
in the U.S. today to study Southeast Asia 
is asking them to return to the scene 
of the accident. 

And yet, now more than ever, it is 
important that Americans attempt to 
understand Southeast Asia. One of the 
sad lessons of the Vietnam War was 
that we never understood that country 
and ended up demolishing quite a lot of 
it as a result. It is a truism that an ex
perience we do not understand we are 
doomed to repeat. Our actions in the 
Mayaguez incident are a depressing re
minder of that rule. Once again, an 
action which was widely hailed in this 
country as honorable was perceived in 
Southeast Asia (notably Thailand) as 
the Bounderings of an impulsive bully. 
As columnist Mary McCrory said, 
"What Gerald Ford learned from Viet
nam was to . do it again." The public 
reaction to the incident shows that 
much of Congress and the American 
people have not learned much more. 

One of the lessons that we might have 
learned from Vietnam is that action 
without understanding is worse than no 
action at all. All of our fears in that area 
have been self-fulfilling prophecies. If 
Vietnam had not had to fight a thirty 
year war against the French and then 
the Americans, North Vietnam would 
not have one of the most formidable 
armies in Asia today or the amount of 
political glamour that it clearly holds for 
many poor, small nations. American 
prestige is at a low point in Asia today 
but we are the ones who put it there. 

What are some of the mi takes Ameri
cans have mad that we now need to 
understand lest we repeat them? 

The first lesson, and basic to the rest, 
is that we must stop treating people in 
terms of our own desires and our own 

interests . This may sound both simple
minded and bitter to people who have 
spent much in terms of lives and money 
for what they were told was the pres
ervation of other people's lives and 
freedom. Have we yet really learned 
how basic to the Vietnam War was our 
conception of ourselves as a great nation 
and protection of what were thought to 
be our interests? 

In military terms, this benevolent 
arrogance is at least temporarily shat
tered but U.S. economic interests in 
Southeast Asia are still strong and insuf
ficiently understood on a broad level in 
this country. \Ve must make doubly sure 
that national interest is not assumed to 
be the same as the self-interest of large 
corporations. 
. Central to any such increase in under
standing must be sensitivity to the 
majority of people in the area rather 
than simply dealing with ruling elites. 
So long as we support a Thieu in South 
Vietnam, a Marcos in the Philippines, or 
a Park Chung Hee in South Korea, the 
citizens of those countries will remain 
skeptical about our dedication. to the 
interests of the people. The appeal in 
many countries of such Communist re
gimes as the People's Republic of 
China and North Vietnam does not rest 
so much on their military might as upon 
the feeling that they are concerned 
about the plight of the poorest and most 
disadvantaged members of their socie
ties . A good deal of what we regard as 
coercion becomes more palatable to 
many people under those circumstances. 

If we are to identify with the strivings 
and aspirations of Asians we must work 
harder at really attempting to learn the 
workings of these proud and ancient 
cultures. This does not mean becoming 
scholars, which would be impossible for 
most people in any case. It does mean 
shedding old preconceptions about Asia 
being quaint and exotic. Many of us are 
quite properly horrified by the attitudes 
expressed in the use of terms like "gook", 
"slope" and "slant" to refer to Asians 
without stopping to think that stereo
typing Asians as quaint, polite little 
people is simply a mirror image of the 
same refusal to deal with people as 
complicated human beings. 

It is here that the Vietnamese refugees 

can be a great help to us if we will let 
them. We must resist a number of temp
tations-to turn them into figures on 
a monument, to regard them as objects 
of our charity, to suspect them as war 
profiteers who fled for ignoble motives, 
or to become resentful if they decide to 
return to their homeland or do not find 
the U.S. heaven on earth. Our past 
history with Asian immigrants (as with 
all immigrants) is to insist that they 
become two hundred per cent Ameri
cans. Let's hope that we will be a little 
bit more humble this time. 

One major factor in understanding 
Asian culture is of particular importance 
to Christians. It is the one area of the 
world where three other of the world's 
major religions are dominant and 
where Christianity (except for the 
Philippines) is the minority and as
sociated in many minds with the West 
and the colonial era. What does this 
mean for the proclamation of the 
Gospel? As a start, it clearly means 
evangelism worked out by Asians in 
indigenous terms with such assistance 
from us as they desire. Christians in 
this part of the world have clearly 
demonstrated their fidelity to both the 
Christian faith and the aspirations of 
their fellow men, from Indonesia to the 
Philippines to South Vietnam. In the 
face of this record, we must support 
them as we can without worrying about 
who is in control of the enterprise or 
whether the "unevangelized" are being 
reached by the methods we would 
choose. 

Ultimately, of course, that is the 
lesson we must learn in all areas. We 
are very fond of saying pious phrases 
such as "Not us, but Christ who worketh 
through us" but our strain of Western 
technological assertiveness keeps a thin 
line benveen American know-how and 
the workings of the Almighty. Perhaps 
the biblical injunction we should keep 
in mind is that "It is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God." That is a saying of our Lord that 
may not be very palatable to us as 
Americans but may be essential to our 
Christian understanding. 



Yap Kim Hao 

SOUTHERST RSIR: 
Christian Presence 

SOUTHEAST ASIA encompasses 
Burma, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam , 

Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Bru-
nei , Indonesia and Philippines. Thi s 
area stretches out as a peninsula 
from the southeastern corner of the 
Asian continent and embraces the 
adjacent islands. Different dramas 
unfold in each of these countries 
with their great diversity within a 
geographical unity. 

Historical Backdrop 

Earlier this region was manipu
lated by the eco nomic tycoons and 
political giants of India, China, 
Portugal , Spain, Holland, France, 
Britain and the United States. For 
some time now Japan has followed 
this succession of powers who 
dominated southeast Asia economi
cally, culturally and politically. 

Countries in this corner, with the 
exception of Thailand , have a com
mon history of colonial exploitation. 
Thailand is the only nation which 
maintained its political independ
ence throughout the colonial era . 
Colonial empires which reached into 
southeast Asia were the French in 
Indochina, the Dutch in Indonesia, 
the British in Burma, Malaysia, Singa
pore, and Brunei , and the United 
States in the Philippines. 

Different races mix and some have 
merged in this sec tion of the human 
community. The dominant groups 
are those who stem from the Malay 
and the Mongoloid families with 
pockets of concentration from the 
Indian subcontinent. The Malay race 
predominates in Malaysia, Brunei , 
Indonesia, and Philippines. The 
Mongoloid race prevails in other 
parts of the area. Successive waves 
of Hindu culture, Buddhist precepts, 
Islamic teachings, and Chri st ian con
cep ts moved across these com
munities. 



Christian Movement 

Christian expansion is linked with 
the spread of colonial empires and 
the efforts of the missionary move
ment. Interesting results emerge be
cause of this connection . Philippines 
has a Christian population of more 
than 90% of 42 million and out of 
which more than 80% belong to 
the Roman Catholic Church. Only 
about 10% of the population of 
130 million in Indonesia are Chris
tians. On the other hand, 94% of the 
38 million Thais are Buddhists and 
the Christians compose a small 
minority. In the other southeast 
Asian countries, Christians form 
small minority religious groups rang
ing between two to 10% of the 
total population of either Muslims 
or Buddhists. 

Because of this close connection 
b tween Western expansion and the 
Christian mis 1onary movement, 
Christianity is still regarded as a 
foreign religion . Attempts are being 
made to relate the Ch ristian gospel 
to the southeast Asian situation. 
Christian Conference of Asia as a 
regional ecumenical organization 
serving also southeast Asia has in 
recent years undertaken a program 
of theological reflection on the con
crete Asian situation . It is in this 
context that we root the faith in the 
actual happenings. Christian insights 
and conviction emerge out of the 
human struggles and we are taking 
steps to enable our people to artic
ulate their faith authentically. 

Church Relationships 

Churches in this area relate to a 
ho t of missionary societies and mis-
ion board of the major denomina

tions and ctarian bodies. Depend
ent structures are erected and 
church s tend to remain in denomi
national isolation from one another 

(Above) A Christian cathedral dominates the sky line of M anila, the Philippines. 
(Below) Students in the library of a Bible School in Medan , Sumatra . 
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Rice straw 1s prepared for planting mush
rooms in Sarawak. (Be low, top) Bishop 
John Victor Samuel, left, of the United 

Church of Pakis tan, and Gen . T. B. Simatu
pang, a Reformed Church layman from 
Indonesia, preside over the election of a 

new genera l secretary at the Fifth Assem-
bly o f the Christian Co nfe rence of Asia in 

Singapo re. (Below, bottom) Yap Kim 
Hao, left, of Singapore, the genera l secre

tary, and h is predecessor, U Kyaw Than 
of Burma, w ho had been general 

secre tary since 1968. The CCA rep resents 
about 30 million Chris tians, mostly Pro tes
ta nts. 
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w ithin their own coun tries. Consul
ta tions in miss ion have been con
ducted with the hope of fo rging 
new patterns of missi onary relation 
ships and respecting the integrity 
of the partners in mi ss ion . 

The mainstream Protestant 
churches have membership in na
tional council s and regional ecu
menical organ ization s. Chri stian 
Conference of Asia functions as the 
main regional ecumenica l fellowship 
to which the churches and national 
council s of southeast Asia relate. 
The Federation of Asian Bishops' 
Conference is the parallel regional 
organization for the Roman Catholic 
Church . It must be noted that the 
churches and Christians relate to 
conservative evangelical groups as 
well. 

National leadership to a large de
gree has developed and nationals 
are in strategic positions of leader
ship in churches and ecumenical 
organizations in the area. 

Interfaith Dialogue 

Christians are increasingly aware 
of the need to enter into dialogue 
with people of other faiths and 
ideologies. The focus is on Christian
Muslim dialogue in Indonesia, Ma
laysia, and Philippines. The problem 
is compounded in the southern part 
of the Philippines with the tussle 
for land escalating into Christian
Muslim conflict and secessionist 
moves on the part of the minority 
Muslims. Indonesia, which has the 
world 's largest Muslim community 
of over a hundred million adher
ents, faces the problem of securing 
political power for the Islamic hier
archy. Malaysia, whose official reli
gion is Islam, has to promote na
tional unity with those who have 
not embraced Islam. 

Recently, the World Council of 
Churches in collaboration with the 
Christian Conference of Asia spon
sored a Christian-Muslim dialogue 
in southeast Asia. The theme was 
" Muslims and Christians in Society : 
Towards Goodwill , Consultation and 
Working Together in Southeast 
Asia." This was the first t ime that 
such a dialogue was conducted to 
increase understanding and foster 
co-operation in southeast Asia . In 
the memorandum issued by the con
ference the Christian and Muslim 
participants recognize that they 
come from " religiously plurali stic 



societies in Southeast Asia wherein 
not only is conflict clearly disastrous 
but even peaceful co-existence is an 
inadequate condition for the urgent 
needs of our developing societies." 
It affirms that " Muslims and Chris
tians need each other's help to ease 
tension , secure justice, relieve pain , 
and otherwise promote the social , 
material and spiritual well-being of 
all people." 

It is in this direction of mutual 
help that the Asian Christian Service, 
operating in Indochina as the service 
agency for Asian churches related to 
the Christian Conference of Asia, 
supported some of the relief and 
rehabititation programs of Buddhist 
congregations in South Vietnam . 
We believe that in this area of com
mon service that dialogue is ground
ed . For the purpose of building a 
more human and humane commu
nity we work in co-operation and 
live in harmony with peoples of 
other faiths and ideologies. 

Christian Involvement 

Christians in southeast Asia are 
playing their roles in the political 
life of their countries. Generally, it 
is in terms of Christian individuals 
who carry out their Christian con
victions in the political arena . 
Individuals have participated and 
given leadership in the anti-corrup
tion campaign in South Vietnam, 
anti-martial law movement in the 
Philippines, and struggle for human 
rights in Malaysia and Indonesia. 

Churches in minority positions 
often are paralyzed into inaction 
and dare not even raise a feeble 
voice of protest for fear of recrim
inations against the Church for polit
ical involvement. Political leaders 
struggling to maintain power and 
striving for economic development 
are especially sensitive to political 
dissent which they interpret as sub
version . Political opposition is dis
couraged and in places silenced to 
avert public disorder and develop
mental disruptions. 

The imposition of martial law in 
the Philippines has been challenged 
and criticized by church leaders 
and lay persons even at their own 
personal ri sk. Consequently, a num
ber of Christians have been arrested 
and detained for different periods 
of time for their active opposition 
to the government in power. At dif
ferent times leaders of the Roman 

Dr. Clark Lamberton, a Seventh Day Adventist m1ss1onary dentist , 
draws an audience as he works on the teeth of a member of a hill 
tribe in northern Thailand. The doctor also teaches at 
the university o f Chiang Mai , helps young people get an education, 
and attempts to cure opium addicts . 

Catholic Church and the National 
Council of Churches in the Philip
pines have voiced their opposition 
to the policies of the government 
which affected human rights and 
democratic freedoms . This form of 
Christian presence in the struggle in 
the Philippines has deep theological 
and moral implications for the 
Church in Southeast Asia and the 
world. It drives us back to the Gos
pel to search for the roots of our 
obedience, to discern the signs of 
the Kingdom and to harness the 
power to oppose the forces of evil 
in society. 

Some of the Churches have rec-

ognized their responsibility to care 
for the families of those imprisoned, 
to help with legal aid , to work for 
prison reform and to provide pas
toral care to prisoners and seek for 
their release. Officially in the 
Philippines, representation is made 
through the Church-Military Liaison 
Committee established by the ad
ministration . The National Council 
of Churches in Indonesia has a min
istry to the prisoners who were ar
rested and detained since the abor
tive coup of 1965. Human rights are 
often violated for the sake of eco
nomic development and it is the 
Church 's task to communicate the 

New World Outlook • June 1975 [271] 11 



Sculptor Ed uardo Castrillo with his work " Th e Redemption" in a Ma nila suburb . He says he has tr ied to " crysta llize" the great 
mystery of the death , passion and resurrectio n of Christ . 

effects of exp loitative structures 
upon the human co ndition. 

Developmental Initiatives 

Southeast Asia has always been a 
supp li er of raw materia ls fo r the 
industrialized nations and a consum
er of thei r products. The rich de
posits of oil and ti n and the raw 
resou rces of rubbe r and copra are 
of strategic va lue. To protect the 
l ines of supply and to cont ro l the 
areas of market, th is region has been 
a center of internat iona l conflict and 
an area of military engagement. In
dochina is the most recent glaring 
exa mp le. 

In the present d rive to be freed 
from a sta te of economic depen
dence the nat io ns are caught up in 
the pace of industria l ization at all 
costs. Deve lopment is narrowly seen 
in terms of growth and there is th is 
preoccupation with the growth syn
drome. Thi s has meant the attraction 
of fo reign capi tal and expert ise 
w hi ch estab li shes dependent and 
exp lo itat ive st ru ctures. Alternatives 
are no t readi ly available and com
promises are made with capitalis tic 
enterprises, but the Burmese road 
to socia li sm has not att racted fe l
low-trave ll ers in Southeast Asia. 

Churches are beginning to rai se 
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the qu es ti ons and fo rge new pat
te rn s of development within their 
own socie ties. The ca ll of a CCA 
Semi nar on Deve lop ment is to 
" demonstrate the poss ib ility of bet
te r and full er utiliza tion o f loca l 
reso urces of land, manpower, f i
nance, and approp ri ate technol ogy 
so as to eliminate expl o ita ti on and 
dependency." Th is is the pos it ive 
th rust to se lf-reliance and to crea te 
the cond iti ons w hi ch makes social 
j ust ice an object ive to be rea li zed. 
It is to promote peop le's pa rt icipa 
tion in develop ment and in the 
bu il d ing of a j ust soc iety. 

The develop ment probl em is seen 
more acute ly in te rm s of the hunge r 
cr isis. Even thi s prob lem has to be 
tack led fro m sho rt-term and long
ra nge pe rspect ives. It is ju st not 
enough to provide emergency food 
supp lies to feed the hungry in Sou th
east Asia . The Church seeks to de
velop self- rel iance in the prod uction 
of food and justice in the di stri bu
tion and use of it. Re li ef is necessa ry 
but attention at th e sa me time is 
given to make use of avai lab le re
sources, just distribu ti on of food and 
consumption patte rn s. The prob lem 
of hunge r has to be seen in its inte r
national dimension and the contro l 
of food supplies and the mea ns of 

food produ cti on in cluding techno
logy, pes ti cides, and fertilizers. It 
ca ll s fo r a re-arrangement o f deve l
opm ent pr io riti es so that the rurar 
secto r is not ignored . A mo re con
ce rted and comprehensive approach 
is being promo ted to overco me the 
cri sis of hunge r and the problem 
of deve lopment. 

Conclusion 

Chri sti an presence in Southeast 
Asia takes on th ese form s o f obedi
ence to the iss ues that the people 
face and the cri sis in w hi ch they 
fi nd themse lves . It is to offe r hope 
in the midst of human sufferin g. Our 
co mmitment to Chri st leads us to be 
p resent w here Christ is in the rol e 
of the Suffe rin g Servant and in the 
stance of One w ho has overcome 
the wo rl d. Fo r the Church to be 
present is to stand w ith the poo r 
and the oppressed and to suffe r and 
labo r with them fo r l iberation from 
poverty and oppress ion. Thi s is the 
Chri st ian presence as we refl ect 
God's kin gdom and wo rk towa rd s 
its ful f ill men t in the situation in 
Southeast Asia . • 

Dr. Yap is General Secreta ry of the 
Ch ristian Conference of Asia . He was 
former ly episcopal leader of the Metho
dist Church of Singapo re and Ma laysia . 



II SOUTHEAST ASIA 
M ALA YSIA in many ways ap

pears to be the most favored 
of Southeast Asia's nation s. 

The land is fertile, weather tropical , 
population small (nearing 12 mil 
lion), and natural resources a~ound . 
Malaysia even exports more oil th an 
it imports, with the promi se of major 
oil and gas discoveries just around 
the corner. 

Nearing th e end of its seco nd 
decade of independence from Briti sh 
rule, the country knows few of th e 
population and poverty pressures 
so common to densely peopled , 
resource-poo r nations like Bangla
desh and India. 

Although a protracted communi st
led insurgency shook the country 
from 1948-1960, the last taste of all 
out war came wi th th e Japanese in
vasion in 1941 . One party has gov
erned continuously since indepen
dence in 1957; the workmanlike Tun 
Abdul Razak, Malaysia 's second 
Prime Minister, led hi s coalition 
party to overwhelming victo ry in 
relati ve ly free national elections in 
1974. 

Malaysia has challenged some of 
her large r neighbo rs to creative for
eign policy thinking by proposing 
that Southeast Asia be decla red a 
zone of peace, which would imply 
the withdrawal of all foreign troops 
(such as th e American air bases in 
Thail and). Malaysia in 1974 became 
the first Southeast Asian state (o ut
side North Vietnam) to estab l ish 
diplomati c relation s with China . 

If measured by gross national 
product (GNP), w hi ch has ri sen at 
more than 6% a yea r for the pa st 
three years, Malaysia 's economy is 
booming. 

Barbara and Leon Howell 

Malaysian Stability Shattered 

Th at image of stabi lity and growth 
shattered in late 1974 when as many 
as 12,000 rural residents in the Baling 
district 40 mil es from the capital of 
Kuala Lumpu r took to the streets to 
dramatize deep discontent with their 
own economi c situation . A start led 

· gove rnm ent used tear gas and ri ot 
troops to disperse the demonstra
tors. But the image remai ns. 

Th eir problem echoed the situa
tion of much of the developing 
wo rld : even though national statis
tics may indi ca te growth, the real 
income of the majority of peop le 
remains static (o r declines) w hile 
food and basic commodity prices 
soar. 

Outbursts of this sort, co mmon in 
some parts of As ia, were almost un
known in Malaysia . And although 
th e governm ent-ce nsored media 
made no mentio n of the Baling 
event, the news sped through Malay
sia by word-of-mo uth , sec retly
printed pamphlets, and visits by stu
dents, among others, to their homes. 
Soon students from the University of 
Malaya-the eli te of Malays ia 's 
youth-and technical and ag ri cul
tural schoo ls were marching in sym
pathy with their Baling co untrymen. 

Predi ctab ly, an emba rrassed and 
angry government b lamed the Baling 
ri o t and student protests on com
munist agitators-the first and last 
recourse of most Asian politics . 
About 1,000 students were arrested ; 
more than 25 were detained without 
charges (a common tactic of area 
govern ments), as wer~ 5 te~chers 
(inc luding Lim Ma h Hui , a soc iology 
professo r at the Un iversity of Malaya 
and Asia chairman of the World Stu-
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dent Chri stian Federation ; he was 
released at the end of February after 
two months). 

The Meaning of More Income 

What was happening in Malaysia 
rehearsed an old story : increased 
national income primarily brought 
larger cars and better houses and 
improved facilities to an urban elite. 
In much of rural Southeast Asia, . 
the poor are relatively worse off than 
a decade ago. 

Baling is a distr(ct of individual 
rubber planters called smallholders. 
For a brief period in 1973 the long 
declining price of natural rubber 
had moved substantially upward 
(although much of the profit went 
to middlemen); but after mid-1974 
the price had dropped sharply 
downward. 

From August, 1973, until August, 
1974, the price of rice (which takes 
as much as 50% of a rural Malay
sian's cash) had gone up by 25 %, 
as had other food supplies. Reports 
circulated that more than one per
son had died from eating a poor 
substitute, tapioca roots, which were 
poorl y prepared. Malnutrition was 
widespread. 

In various ways, the Malaysian 
case is representative of all of South
east Asia . And at first glance it 
seems as unlikely in most of the 
rest of the region as in Malaysia. 

To those whose eyes have feasted 
upon it, Southeast Asia is a human 
tapestry of rich diversity, intense 
color, multiple threads and continual 
surprise . 

"Exotic" and Diverse Region 

The term is not popular with 
Asians but it is nevertheless true 
that most Westerners find the region 
exotic. Nothing surpasses the beauty 
of the Ramayana legend danced un
der the full moon in Hindu temple 
ruins on the Indonesian island of 
Java. Angkor Wat, currently cut off 
to the world by the Cambodian 
war, rivals the artifacts of any world 
civilization . The exquisite temples 
of Bangkok, the sight of orange
robed Buddhist monks begging for 
food, recall the power of Buddhism, 
then and now one of four major 
religions in a deeply spiritual area. 

No city in the world contains 
more new skyscrapers, works harder 
at being clean , or more efficient, 
than ruthlessly disciplined Singa-
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pore. A v1s1t to an open Asian 
market with its range of fruits and 
meats and fishes is a confluence of 
colo r. Filipino hospitality equals any 
in the world . A Vietnamese woman 
rid ing a bicycle down a road , clad 
in her ao-dai, long sp lit skirt over 
silk pantaloons billowing in the 
breeze, is grace personified . 

Novelist Joseph Conrad limned 
the images : " Brown, bronze, yellow 
faces, the black eyes, the gli tter, the 
color of an Eastern crowd . .. so 
old , so mysterious, resplendent and 
somber." Anthropologist Cora Du 
Bois suggests, in more academic 
language, that " there is probably no 
other area of the world so richl y 
endowed with diverse cultural 
strain s." 

Anti-colonial Unity 

To call it Southeast Asia is to use 
a term of geographical convenience . 
The regio n of 300 million people 
knows little real unity across the 
3,800 miles from Burma's western 
border to the Indonesian part of 
New Guinea on the east, now known 
as lrian Jaya. Even the term, South
east Asia, is new. It grew from 
British usage in World War 11 , for 
its Asian command based on Sri 
Lanka (Ceylon) in South Asia. 

For decades politics in Southeast 
Asia was defined by the drive for 
independence from the colonial 
empires of England, France, Holland 
and the United States (in the Philip
pines). The nations shared that goal 
with the i r neighbors, producing a 
certain kinship ; it also united the 
often diverse communities within 
artificial national boundaries . 

As independence arrived-In-
donesia, Burma and the Philippines 
were all free by 1949, Malaya and 
Singapore later, while the war in 
Indochina is sti ll possible to define 
as a nationalistic struggle-morale 
was high in spite of many difficult 
problems. 

The new governing grO)JPS moved 
to consolidate their states. Among 
the keenest problems : most South
east Asian nations are geographical 
units searching for national identi
ties . Boundaries drawn by colonial 
masters often separated ethn ically 
and religiously cohesive peoples. 

What Has Gone Wrong? 

But the heady optimism of first 
freedom gave way in the late 1960s 
to a sense of crisis. Singapore's for-

eign minister, Sinnathamby Rajarat
nam, asked in 1966 : " What has gone 
wrong wi th the Asian revolution? 
Why has it not been able to fulfill 
the great things people expected 
of it?" 

In creasingly politics in Southeast 
Asia (Indochina is a special case in 
all these considerat ions) has become 
subordinate to economic considera
tions . The blunt question asked over 
and over again is: why are so many 
people poor when the region is 
rich in natural resources? 

The way this question is ap
proached by political leaders and 
individual citizens now determines 
the political debate in Southeast 
Asia . All talk of " development," but 
in practice that means many differ
ent things. 

Burma alone of the major South
east Asian nations chose almost 15 
years ago to close its doors to for
eigners and develop its own ethos 
in its own way. The results of that 
experiment are yet to be measured ; 
it may return to international life 
with a new sense of nationhood . 
Certai nl y foreign countries and com
panies do not exploit Burma . But 
nothing so far indicates any encour
aging developments economically ; 
indeed, the short-term data indicates 
stagnation . 

Opting for Foreign Help 

The other countries in the region 
have opted for foreign investment 
and technology as the path by which 
to harness their economies-in part
nership, the speeches always affirm, 
with careful planning for national 
benefit. 

To receive foreign investment con
sideration , a prime requisite is a 
stable government. Clearly any na
tion desires not to experience the 
constant changing of regimes crip
pling seve ral Latin American na
tions. 

But stability at the expense of 
ju st ice has its price. It is oversimpli
fied but true that criticism of gov
ernment policies in Southeast Asian 
nations brings charges of subversion . 
National patriotism means to those 
in power acceptance of their 
policies . 

Dr. M . M . Thomas of India said 
at a 1973 meeting of the Christian 
Conference of Asia that nationalism 
-the earlier political drive for self
identity- did not provide the lever 
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Above, a street scene in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia . Right, wide 
hats of bamboo and rattan are 
worn against the strong sun of 

Burma . Bottom, a small boat pass
ing along one of Palembang's 

canals, Sumatra . 

many had hoped it would to bring 
real socia l justice beca use " national
ism has become confined to the 
elite, and in too many nations of 
Asia, as an ideology for their own 
sea rch fo~ power and conspicuous 
consumption ." Further, the emphasis 
on " national security, unity and 
stability tends to become an ethos 
for preserving the existing struc
ture against change, and to justify 
the suppression of democratic rights 
and mass action for change." 

Protectors of a Privileged Elite 

Whatever their achievements
and given the problems left over 
from the debilitating colonial rule, 
many are substantial-governments 
in Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philip
pines and in Thailand (certainly un
der the military dictators existing 
until late 1973), are perceived by 
many citizens as protectors of a 
privileged elite. Much of the econ
omy is oriented toward foreign 
tradi ng partners. The substantial re
turn on raw material sales-such as 
Indonesia's oil, Malaysia's tin and 
rubber, the Philippine's sugar
tou ch too few people. 

The Malaysian demonstrations of 
1974 reflect discontent across South
east Asia . In Malaysia the top 10% 
of the population controls 40% of 
the national income while the por
tion belonging to the lower 20% 
dropped from 5.8 to 4% from 1957 
to 1970. Seventy percent of the large 
plantation s, moreover, are owned by 
foreigners. 

Explosions such as the Baling event 
catch governments by surprise since 
negative news is suppressed. Malay
sia's press is controlled, as it is across 
Southeast Asia, with the recent ex
ception of Thailand . The Thai stu
dent demonstrations that drove cor
rupt Prime Minister Thanom Kittika
chorn out of the country in October, 
1973, were mishandled because the 
government did not expect them . 
Indonesia was equally surprised in 
January, 1974, when Japan's then 
Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka was 
greeted with major riots. 

Strong Man Rulers 

Many observers approve the as
cension of a Ferdinand Marcos to 
dictator in order to bring order to 
an admittedly chaotic but broadly 
democratic Philippines. Asians, they 
say, should neve~ had had western 



democrat ic methods foisted upon 
them. 

Bu t in fact the bas ic socia l unit 
in Southeast Asia, the fa mily, has 
long had a vo ice in loca l vill age 
units w hich un ti l the recent genera
tion constituted about all th e gov
ernm ent most res idents needed to 
dea l w ith . 

Th e move in Thail and, howeve r 
tentat ive, towa rd mo re rep resenta
ti ve gove rnm ent after a long hi sto ry 
o f abso lu te monarchs and military 
rul ers may provide a we lcome anti
do te to th e ques ti onab le th esis th at 
democracy is " wes tern ." 

Th e prevailing trend in Southeast 
Asia o th erw ise may be towa rd st rong 
central governm ents, j usti fied to dea l 
w ith th e problems of o rga ni zing so
ciety. But thi s so fa r has do ne lit t le 
to produce broad mo ti va ti o n for 
national deve lopment. 

In fact w hat the periodi c outbursts 
such as th ose at Baling indicate 
mi ght be j ust th e tip of an iceberg 
of di scontent. However poor o r un 
tuto red, people know somethi ng's 
w ro ng w hen some grow ri cher w hile 
th ey lack food . " How in God's 
name," a Filipino asks, " could any
one suggest th at M arcos w ill help 
th e poo r w hen we kn ow he has 
made himsel f one of th e ri ches t men 
in Asia th ro ugh his po li tica l office?" 

American Interests in the Area 

Th e disastro us Ameri ca n invo lve
ment in Indochina has been t ragica l
ly marked by our inability to under
stand th e degree to w hi ch th ose 
countri es are still in th e first stage o f 
the Asian revo lu tio n, ridd in g them
se lves of fo reign do minati on. Lon 
Nol of Ca mbodi a and Thi eu of South 
Viet Na m had no credib il ity p recisely 
beca use they rep resented fo reign 
in terests to a large pe rcentage of 
th ei r populati on. 

In 1973 First Na ti onal Ci ty Bank 
iss ued one of its pe ri odi c repo rts on 
th e attrac ti ve inves tm ent oppo rtuni 
ti es in So utheast As ia. It po in ted out 
th at mos t As ian nati ons have an 
enviable GN P growth rate. " To 
ga uge how mu ch the indi vid ual has 
benefi tted from th e overall eco
nomi c expansion, the GNP is divided 
by th e to tal pop ulati o n. Th e resul
tant per cap ita income shows that 
li ving standard s have indeed been 
ri si ng." 

But as Baling and its parall els 
make cl ea r a ri sing GNP mea ns 

Terror is etched on th e faces o f Cambodians seeking shelter during a Communist 
rocket attack o n Phn o m Penh, prio r to th e recent end of th e Civi l War. 
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tomobile assembly plant indicates th e rapidity with which Sin gapore is becoming industrialized . Be low, a man on a bicycle in Malaysia. 

18 [278] New World Outlook • June 1975 

better living standards for the whole 
population only if all share in that 
income. 

American business investments in 
Asia outside Japan, negligible 10 
years ago, come to about $4 billion 
today. American trade has doubled 
while equity investments have in
creased threefold. 

Unlike most of their governments, 
many thoughtful Asians resent the 
deep penetration of their economies 
by outsiders. A student pamphlet on 
the " Baling issue" talked of the for
eigners' " plunder of our natural re
sources and exploitation of our 
workers and peasants. " When Mar
cos declared martial law in the 
Philippines in 1972, among the first 
people clapped into jail were several 
economists who argued both for 
better distribution of income and 
limits on foreign investmenf The 
Manila American Chamber of Com
merce wired its support to Marcos 
on the second day of his action . 

One of America 's outstanding 
scholars on Southeast Asia, George 
McT. Kahin, has written : " The 
United States should eschew its 

habit of trying to control the course 
of political developments in the 
countries of Southeast Asia . . . . 
Forceful political change, sometimes 
revolutionary, is destined to remain 
a normal political process in most 
of Southeast Asia for many years 
to come ... . considerable political 
change is a prerequisite to signifi
cant economic and social progress." 

The Asian revolution will con
tinue. Instability will be a part of the 
picture. Thailand appears less stable 
on the surface than it did under 
military dictatorship but there is a 
creative edge to that instability that 
encourages one about the future. 
Whatever the American attitude, 
governments in Southeast Asia will 
rise and fall on their responsiveness 
to the rising expectations of their 
people, determined to share in the 
blessings of nature. • 

8drbara and Leon Howell lived in Singa
pore from 1970-1974 reporting on South
east Asia as church journalists. They are 
the authors of the Friendship Press book 
for the Southeast Asia study entitled 
Southeast Asians Speak Out : Hope and 
Despair in Many Lands. 



THAILAND, a predominantly 
Buddhist country of 40 million 

on the Southeast Asian mainland , 
was never co lonized by the West. 
Yet this once-fabled land of " Anna 
and the King of Siam" has experi 
enced a century of modernization . 
The student uprising of October 
1973 ended years of military dicta
torship and ushered in a democratic 
direction to society. 

Thai society is basically conserva
tive. Like other countries involved in 
conscious socia l change, there are 
d iffe ring views regarding the end
product- how much and what parts 
of the t raditiona l va lues shou ld be 
preserved and meshed with modern, 
usually imported, va lues. 

Dr. Chantorng Buranangpot Ruf
ner is a professor in Bangkok' s 
Chulalongkorn University, oldest and 
most prestigious of Thailand 's uni
versities. Married (to an American) 
and a mother (of two daughters now 
in schoo l), she offers a typically Thai 
perspective on the role of women 
today. 

Dr. Chantorng is one of the out
standing Ch ri stian intellectuals in 
Thailand today. She received her 
B.A. degree from Chulalongkorn 
and did her M .A. and Ph.D. degrees 
at the University of Ill inois, Urbana . 

She is a third generation Christian, 
the daughter of Chinese immigrants 
in Thailand. Her father, a medical 
doctor, and her mother, a teacher, 
are both sti ll active in professional 
and church affairs . 

Thailand, at the heart of the cul
tural crossroads linking China and 
India, has come a long way since 
King Chulalongkorn freed the slaves 
(the vast bu lk of the population) less 
than 100 years ago, and established 
the Royal Page's School as the first 
institution of higher education. In 
those days there were no women in 
the school which was to become 
Chulalongkorn University (a lthough 
the first women in Thailand to be 
taught the modern subjects of math
ematics, science, reading, spelling 
and history were instructed by Mrs. 
Dan Beach Bradley, an American 
Presbyterian missionary in 1836). To
day women serve in all levels of uni
versity administration and make up 
nearly half the student body. 

Dr. Chantorng Buranangpot Ruf
ner teaches educationa l psychology 
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Despite the view in the West that Asian women are docile and subm issive , in m os t Asian countries wom en contro l much of 
the economy, from roadside stalls to large corpora te ente rprises. Above, Chinese wom en at a m arke t in Sa ndakan, Sabah. 
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"We never leave our parents and 
older people by themselves, but it doesn't mean 

we don't have problems." 

at Chulalongkorn University and 
looks at the role of wom en in Thai
land today from both a Thai and an 
American perspective . 

Reflecting on her time in th e 
United States, Dr. Chantorng recent
ly said : " Many times men used to 
ask me whether there was wom en's 
liberation in Asia , and I told them I 
didn ' t see that there is a need for it 
in Thailand because I don ' t think 
there is discrimination because of 
sex here. This is due to the structure 
of the family . 

" Most Asian women live in ex
tended families, and although mod
ern families are often separated , 
with young couples starting up their 
own homes, they usually don ' t live 
very far away. If the wife wants to 
work, if she is a professional person , 
for instance, she can have help from 
the family circle." 

" I don ' t see that we have any 
complaint about being women here. 
I do feel that women have a sp~cial 
role in the family as helpmates. 
When women are at home they 
should be housewives and when 
they are outside the home they can 
be career women . It's a matter of 
the appropriate role at the proper 
time." . 

Despite the general view in the 
West that Asian women are docile 
and submissive, in most Asian coun
tries women control much of the 
economy, from roadside stall s to 
large corporate enterprises, as well 
as " ruling the roost" (in the view of 
some husbands who feel they are 
unduly harassed by their spouses) . 
In India and Sri Lanka (Ceylon) the 
national governments are headed by 
women, and in Thailand , under a 
new constitution, there is nothing 
legally to prevent a woman from be
coming prime minister as well. 

Women are active in business and 
professional activities in Thailand , 

especiall y in th e area of edu ca ti on. 
Cu rrently a woman, M rs. Prakai Non
th awasee, heads th e seminary of the 
Church of Chris t in Thailand . Th e 
church is related to th e Wo rld Coun
cil o f Churches and was bo rn fro m 
Presbyte ri an , Ameri ca n Bapti st and 
Chri stian Church (Di scipl es o f Chri st) 
denominational gro upin gs many 
years ago. 

There are now a half dozen 
ordained Thai w omen. But no ne has 
ever been asked to a pasto rate, and 
none has ever sought to se rve a 
congrega ti on. " Th e ques ti o n of ap
propri ateness sometimes makes it 
necessa ry fo r men to do ce rtain 
things and for wom en to do other 
thin gs," said one church leader. 

The casual visito r to Thailand and 
o th er Southeast Asian countri es sees 
ample evidence of the w ho lesa le 
exploitation o f women for sexual 
purposes-massage parlors and so
ci al escort agencies are ill-d isguised 
blinds for prostitution in most o f 
the reg ion . In Th ailand thi s activity 
has been made th e object of " sex 
tours" fro m Japan and West Ger
many in parti cular. Th e " socia l se r
vices" offered to both Thais and for
eign visito rs are a refl ection both o f 
the rel axed legal sta tu s of marriage 
(registrati on of marri age is no t neces
sary, hence neither is di vorce) and 
economic conditions. 

" In many ways the legal statu s of 
Thai women is quite limited" says 
Dr. Chantorn g. " A Thai woman can
not purchase a car wi thout her hus
band 's con sent. Yo u canno t se ll your 
own land . Wh en you want to go 
out of th e country, you have to have 
your husband sign your appli cati on 
for your passport. Practically speak
ing you are not your own, yotJ are 
not free. You ' re almost like an ob
ject w hi ch belongs to him . He has 
to know everythin g, every moment, 
of what you do. 

" But I think th at ac tu all y that is 
good. I think that as husband and 
w ife a coup le should share every
th ing. Bu t lega ll y there are th ese 
areas w hich sho uld be cla ri fied. 

" In a sense there's mo re freedom 
in bei ng si ngle, and mo re status in 
being marri ed. Now in Asia I don' t 
think w omen are afraid to be si ngle 
as I thin k th ey are in th e West. Ma ny 
choose to be single. Many o lder 
wo men, if you talk w ith th em, have 
chosen to stay at home, particularl y 
i f they happened to be th e ol des t 
sister. Th ey fe lt that th ey shou ld stay 
home to care fo r th e yo unger chi l
dren in th e fa mily, or to look afte r 
ag ing parents. I think that th ey don' t 
reg ret th eir decisions-although 
maybe some do-because we have 
mo re relat ives and friends, and i t 
makes it no t as lonely as society in 
th e United States w here th ere is 
more emphas is on th e nuclea r fa m
i ly." 

Dr. Chantorng said that th e Amer
ican practice of lettin g o lder peop le 
- parents and relati ves- live alone 
is " ve ry imprope r and even crue l. " 
" W e never leave our pa rents and 
o lder peop le by th emse lves, but it 
doesn' t mean we don' t have prob
lems." 

In addi t ion to teaching, Dr. Chan
torn g does co unse ling fo r un iversity 
students, male and female ali ke. She 
sees th e growing conscio usness o f 
Thai students as they face th e prob
lems of society as a w ho le. Student 
demands fo r releva nt responses to 
nati o nal ques tions brou ght about 
the downfa ll of the previous mil i tary 
di ctato rship, she explained, no tin g 
that thi s is onl y th e beginn ing of 
a ri si ng social conscio usness that 
w ill ex tend into mo re basic ques
ti ons. • 

Mr. Woo dru ff is an American 
Christian journalist marr ied to a Thai. 
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Above and left , life for the hill 
tribes of Northern Thailand is 
bo th simple and rugged. A little 
gi rl waits wit h a giant ca rr ying 
basket, ready to haul a heavy load . 
Right, Murut children in Sabah . 
Young girls ca rry their yo unge r 
brothers o r siste rs in a sling. Op
posi te page, on a festival day 
Thais gather o utside the Wat and 
dispense food for the poor. 







Opposite page, young bo ys from a tribal village in Northern 
Thailand, their heads shaven in the Buddhist tradition , look in 

wonder at a western made toy . This page, clockwise from top left, 
Kadazan women at market in Sabah , members of the Ekor Hill tribe 
on the Thailand-Burma border, a Chinese woman washing clothes 

in a river in Sabah , two young Muruts carry sacks of rice on the 
back of their waterbuHalo, and a Chinese woman prepares tea on 
her homemade stove in Sabah . 



On December 7, 1974, the 
Church of Christ in Thailand
a union church composed of 
groups historically related to the 
United Presbyterian Church in 
the USA, the American Baptist 
Convention, the Disciples of 
Christ (Christian Church) and 
the German Marburger Mission 
(to name a few), elected a 37-
year-old layman, Dr. Koson 
Srisang, as its General Secretary. 

Born a Buddhist in the im
poverished northeastern prov
ince of Mahasarakham, nearer 
to the ways of Laos than to the 
urban amenities of Bangkok, 
Koson grew up with water buf
faloes as childhood companions. 
Yet his educational career car
ried him far from his native prov
ince to a Fulbright fellowship 
at the University of Minnesota 
(M.A.) and then to the University 
of Chi.:ago, where he did his 
Ph.Q. in studies of society and 
ethics, with assistance from the 
United Presbyterian Church. 

Dr. Koson's election was un-

expected. He wasn't a candidate 
until the last minute, when he 
emerged as a compromise be
tween two strong personalities. 
The new leadership under Dr. 
Koson has indicated it wants a 
greater level of participation 
from all the diverse groups with
in the church. 

One hundred and forty years 
of missionary tradition means a 
strong pull on the part of the 
past. The Thai church is still not 
financially independent from the 
United Presbyterian Church in 
the USA. "The Thai church can
not change overnight," admits 
Dr. Koson. "The recent develop
ments within the church seem 
to indicate that some hopes 
have arisen, some expectations 
have been expressed. We are 
still in a period of transition. 
People in Thailand in general 
and Christians in particular feel 
that the world today is very 
small and that we need to be 
more communicative." 

Lance R. Wood ruff 

Free and 
ComRassionale: 

Refleclions of a Thai 
" I dreamed that a wise man 

handed me an inkpot," my mother 
recently recounted during a family 
reunion . " A month or two later," 
she continued, "I found out that I 
had conceived my first child ." 

It was a moonlit summer evening 
in the village house compound in 
Northeast Thailand where I was 
born three dozen years ago. My 
mother turned toward me, then 
paused to spew out the betel nuts 
she had been chewing. " I am sure 
that' s why you have become a pro
fessor," she concluded. 

" I would say that of all the ten 

Koson Srisang 

children I had carried, Koson 's deliv
ery was the toughest. Isn ' t that right, 
Father?" 

My sixty-year-old father nodded 
agreement. " The birth of the first 
child is always difficult," he said with 
an air of tested wisdom . " As a new 
father, I was so excited that I could 
not do a thing," he confessed . We 
all laughed . " If it were not for Uncle 
Yun and Tit Aw, the quack doctors, 
I don ' t know how you could have 
come out. " He turned to me with 
a smile. 

Mother and father continued to 
recount the birth stories of their 
children . Their eyes were bright, 



their voices clear when they told of 
those seven of us who are still 
living. But they were obviously sad
and we were too-when they told 
of the three who died young, not an 
uncommon experience for a family 
far from hospitals living in a village 
with no electricity or running water. 
" But by now," my mother said in a 
clear voice, sitting straight, " I am 
sure my three children must have 
been born again somewhere." 

She was sure because in all her 
years she has never ceased praying 
for their good rebirth whenever she 
made merit in the Buddhist tradi
tion , be it giving food to the monks 
or alms to the needy, poor as she 
herself is. 

That is my mother, illiterate, wise, 
and compassionate. I remember 
back in 1962 when I was preparing 
to leave for graduate study at the 
University of Minnesota on a Ful
bright scholarship. She sought a 
moment when we could be alone. 
I knew she had something very im
portant to say to me. I li stened well , 
like a good son . She whispered , 
" Can' t you walk to Ameri ca instead 
of going by the ' flying boat' (her 
term for airplane)? It's too ri sky 
going that way." 

In mother's universe wa lking is 
not onl y th e most reliable mode of 
movement, but al so the way by 
whi ch you can o bse rve things and 
see people best. Sh e had no idea 
where that place call ed " Am eri ca" 
was. I hugged her, tears runnin g, and 
ass ured her, " Mother, I w ill take 
care of myse lf good, O .K. ? You just 
take care of yourself and fa th er and 
the kids. I will be back in no tim e. 
When it rains the next t ime, I wi ll 
be home." She smiled, reluctantl y 
I knew. 

That is my mo th er, w ho pays 
minute attention to the events 
around her, parti cularl y th ose w hich 
con ce rn her and her fa mil y. I used 
to ask her w hat tim e of day I was 
born . " Oh, I remember exactly," she 
said . " It was just th e time w hen our 
oxen and buffaloes we re coming in 
from the f ield ." Clocks and w atches 
were no n-exis tent in her wo rld th en. 
Time was, and st ill is to a grea t 
ex tent, measured by rain , harves t, 
the rooster's crow, the movement o f 
th e oxen and bu ffa loes, th e great 
sermon w hich com es once a year. 

My fa th er is di ffe rent. A lthough 
he too never went to school , he 
taught himself to read and to sign 
hi s name. Grand fa ther was so rt of a 

"We are all equally 
human. No man has 
the right to treat 
another as less human; 
no one is more human 
than another." 

roving nak Ieng, a man w ho pos
sessed something a socio logist l ike 
M ax W eber would call charisma. 
Bu t a nak Jeng is more. He is ki nd to 
hi s own men and th ose treated un
j ustl y, bu t fie rce ly cruel to his en
emies and those w ho are un fair. He 
plans and executes thefts, and some
tim es even robbery. Someth ing of a 
Robin Hood, a nak Jeng usually takes 
fro m th e croo ked ri ch. A nak Ieng is 
be lieved to possess some sacred 
m antras (prayers o r inca ntations to 
deit ies fro m th e Hindu t radition) 
w hich p rovide im mun ity aga inst 
guns and kn ives. But in order to 
maintain the mantras' sacrality, he 
must observe a set of strict di sc ip l i
nary rul es, such as refrai ning from 
eat ing ce rta in kinds of fru it or snake, 
and absta ining from sexual relations 
fo r three days befo re the executio n 
of hi s p lan. 

Grand fa th er died w hen my father 
was a chi ld, w hich p revented him 
from becoming as good a nak Ieng. 
Bu t, li ke father, l ike son, as th e say
ing goes in Th ai land-and the 
Uni ted States. Fath er did learn from 
grandfather and develop some of 
hi s character. He became w hat is 
known· among vi ll agers as hoa maw, 
someone gifted in speech and argu-
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ment, pa rticu larly in defense of poo r 
vill age rs aga inst offic ial authority 
w hose sea t of power is the capital. 
If a person is both nak Ieng and hoa 
maw, he wo uld usuall y be elected 
vi ll age headman. Otherwise the two 
w ork toge ther. 

Beca use of his statu s as a hoa 
maw, Fath er walked severa l tim es 
to the provincial capital. This came 
in handy w hen I needed him in 
1952; w hat he did then turned out 
to be cru cial in the un fo lding drama 
of our fa mily. Let me reco unt it to 
you b riefl y. 

Shortly afte r the end of World 
W ar II , a terri ble sma ll pox epidemic 
broke out in Thai land'. Many o f my 
frie nds d ied at that time, and I al
most did. Not until afte r th e epi
demic ended did I begin schoo l, at 
th e age of nine. Four yea rs later I 
was grad uated first from the fourth 
grade class . 

Severa l options were then open 
to me. Havi ng seen so mu ch in
just ice and admiring how my fa ther 
had been able to help so many peo
p le, I wanted to fo llow his example. 
Ph ys ica ll y and psychically, I cou ld 
not beco me a nak Ieng, havin g par
taken mu ch from my mother's com
pass ionate nature. But I could prob
ably become a hoa maw. 

Three othe r ways were open fo r 
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me. I cou ld beco me a Buddhist 
novice, learnin g th e Dham ma and 
become an abbot w ho would be 
abl e to help the vill agers not only 
by preachi ng but also by lead ing 
them in co mmuni ty deve lopment, 
j ust as ma ny great monks had done 
in the h isto ry of my vill age. Besides, 
if I so des ired, I could res ign later 
and return to lay li fe. 

An att ractive possibi li ty would be 
to become a maw /um , an acto r/ 
singe r w hose duty it was to enter
tai n. I had seen and ad mired many 
m aw lums. A good and crea tive 
maw /um not only kn ew po pularity 
but he coul d com pose hi s ow n 
songs, songs w hi ch could become 
instructi ve, up lifti ng the quali ty of 
li fe and p romoti ng ju sti ce. 

Becau se they d id not cost any
thin g in cash-vill agers in my area 
had l itt le cash at the bes t of ti mes, 
and droughts and World War 11 had 
brought poverty to our village-the 
first two were in fact the only 
options open to me fo r awhil e. 

Another poss ibi lity was to con
tinue schoo ling to grade five and 
o nward . O nly one o r two in the 
vill age had eve r done thi s befo re. 
Once they had done so, they mi
grated away and rarel y ca me to visit. 
Yet, one such person, Kru Prasan 
Prasarnt ri, su ggested and enco uraged 

this option. Beca use it was, and still 
is, beyond compu lso ry edu ca ti on in 
Thai land, th is was a cos tl y alte rna
ti ve. 

This is w hat my father wanted me 
to do. " So n, let us labo r fo r a year 
o r two and save up so tha t yo u ca n 
go to grade five . It wi ll cos t us at 
least two o r th ree hundred baht 
($10 to $15). And now I have no 
money." The prospects we re d im. 
but nei ther of us wo uld give up, 
no t ye t anyway. 

I had raised a hen, w ho was my 
frie nd, j ust l ike I took ca re o f my 
fathe r's buffa lo, al so a fr iend . Oh, I 
have many fo nd sto ri es about th ese 
frie nds. The buffa lo I wa tched w as 
so understand ing that, at the so und 
o f my vo ice, he would do exactly 
w hat I as ked. Unlike mos t bu ffaloes 
he wo ul d neve r break into peopl e ' ~ 
gardens o r eat the ri ce plants. M y 
fri end th e bu ffa lo was also my vehi
cle. W hen cho lera ki ll ed him, I cr ied 
fo r days . Ceremoni ally I buri ed him, 
his w ho le bi g body. I could tell 
many mo re sto ri es but I shall resis t 
the temptation. Back to my hen, and 
her nine chicks . 

In o rd er to try to continue in 
schoo l, I relu cta ntl y so ld my hen 
and her nine chicks to an un cle w ho 
gave me ten baht (50 cents) in re 
turn . Actuall y, I sold the ch icks. I 
co uld not se ll my fri end the hen, 
so I gave her away. And w ith that 
ten baht I bega n my furth er educa
ti on. And it was al ways d iffi cult. 
Many of M other's few inherited 
possessions had to be " given away" 
also to get the baht to keep me in 
schoo l. Li fe was so diffi cult that I 
often swa ll owed my meals wi th 
tea rs. 

In 1952 the edu ca ti onal office at 
the provin cia l capital announ ced a 
competit ive exa mination fo r a gov
ernm ent scho larship to a student 
enterin g the eighth grade. Typi ca ll y, 
my head teacher received the an
noun cement on Thursday ; the appl i
ca ti on deadl ine was the next day. 
And in 1952 an old bus made the 
ru n fro m the schoo l town to the 
p rovi ncial ca pita l only on ce a week. 

My fa ther wa lked through the 
night Thursday in o rd er to submit 
my appli ca ti on in tim e. Had he no t 
been there befo re as a hoa maw, he 
would no t have known w here to go 
o r w hat to do. The opportunity 
would have been los t. Thank good
ness, I won that scholarship ! 



If it had not been for Father's 
whole ni ght wa lk that Thursday, I 
probably wou ld have been forced to 
leave schoo l. And the drama of our 
family would have been otherwise . 

As a symbol of thanks and sharing, 
when I received the Bt600 scho lar
ship money, I bought a buffalo fo r 
my father to replace the one w hi ch 
died a few years earli er. (Th at was 
an extraordi nary event among the 
villagers, unexpected ly maki ng me 
an instant celebrity there. ) I was 
also able to share wi th my fa mil y 
in another way. I was able to assi st 
my other brothers to continue their 
education , except the one next to 
me who had finished grade four 
before I won the scho larship. Now 
some of them are edu cated and 
have their own families . 

Thank you , Father. Your hoa maw 
not only protected the interests of 
the villagers, but also promoted your 
children's well-being. 

That was th e ea rl y part of my li fe, 
the formative years, the experiences 
which shaped my characte r, gave 
direction to my life . It has been 
some twenty years now si nce I 
graduated from my secondary 
school. What has happened to me, 
what I have done in my ad.ult years, 
has largely been the unfolding 
drama whose plot had been con
ceived and lai d out in the first 
seventeen yea rs of my life. 

I realize that I have been through 
my col lege and graduate school days 
in a simple spirit and with a single 
aim : to drink in compassion th e cup 
of poverty and suffering of my peo
p le. And , God help me, to do what 
I can to help them libera te them 
selves from their suffering, the suf
fering they have lived w ith for so 
long that th ey don ' t even think they 
can break it. 

The spirit in which I have carried 
out this mission is that of common 
humanity. We are all human, equally 
human . No man has the right to 
treat another as less human; no one 
is more human than another. The 
spirit was born in me and nurtured 
through my childhood; my educa
tion and experiences as a Christian 
have furthered that conviction . 

Let me give an example of the 
sense of mission I mention, the 
obligation I feel. An irrigation dam 
was built in my native village in 
Mahasarakham Province eight years 
ago. The government took land from 

vi ll agers to bu i ld the dam ; th ey were 
to be paid compensa ti on. Eight yea rs 
w ent by. In April , 1974, th ey sti ll 
had not received word on w hen 
they could ge t the promised money. 
They consu lted me during a visit to 
my home. Needl ess to say, I was 
very angry and kn ew that somethin g 
had to be done. 

It happened that I had organized 
the first stud ent- fa culty seminar on 
po litica l issues at th e Student Chri s
tian Center in Bangkok w hen I was 
acting d irector. In 1966 th e th en 
Professor Sanya Oharm asakti had 
talked to the sem inar, at my invita
tion , on " Ethi cs and National De
velopment. " He had become Prime 
Minister Sanya wh en the 1973 stu 
dent demonstrations had forced th e 
o ld and corrupt Thanom forces out 
of office. So I wrote to the new 
Prime Minister about th e probl em. 
Three months later the farm ers 
began to receive th eir money. I am 
stil l mad, however, that I had to 
write that letter. 
. I have definite plans to go back 
and help my people. The aim re-

mains clea r ; the sp1r1t grows even 
tronger. But this is no place to go 

in to such detai ls. Suffice it to say 
th at I have reso lved " to drink full y 
with my fe l low vi ll agers thei r cup of 
su ffe rin g." 

Even in my marri age and th e 
raising o f my fa mi ly, th e sa me atti 
tud es preva i l. W ann ee, a trained 
teacher herse l f, and o ur tw o da ugh
ters have shared w ith me completely 
and w illingly in dedi ca ting ou r l ives 
fo r such an aim and in such a spi rit 
as stated befo re. 

We kn ow, of course, that our high 
hopes and pure intentions may fa ll 
fl at. But we do know al so, that inso
fa r as we brea th e, we will do our 
ve ry bes t to fo llow our convicti on, 
in faith and hope. 

Fo r we have seen that li fe is wo rth 
li ving onl y w hen it is free and com
pass ionate. 

A personal vi ew , of course, but 
o ne th at sustains us. • 

Th is arti cle also appears in So u theast 
Asians Speak O ut, edited by Barba ra and 
Leon Howe ll , Fri endship Press. 
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ellglous Life In Thollond 

Opposite page, at the Wat Phra 
Tard Doi Sutrep (exte rior shown 
this page above), a famous temple 
near Chiengmai, considered a holy 
spot, everyone squats barefoot on 
a mat floor. Bottom, the Christian 
Cross faces a Buddhist temple ; 
Thailand is 95 per cent Buddhist . 

Above, at the Marble Temple of 
Bangkok a monk casually reads a 
Thai newspaper. Bottom left , 
Buddhist worshippers buy a bit of 
goldleaf outside the temples and 
press it on the images inside . The 
image gleams in the subdued 
ligh t. 
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Barbara and Leon Howell 

W HE he was 22 years old, the 
"general ," as he is known affec

tionately, fought as an officer in 
the Royal Dutch Army as Japan in
vaded Indonesia. He was briefly a 
prisoner of war. At 26, he was a key 
military leader in a guerrilla war 
against the Dutch who were trying 
to reestablish their colonial outpost. 
He headed the military contingent 
when he was only 29 to the Hague 
Round Table Conference which gave 
victorious Indonesia its indepen
dence. At 31 he was head of the 
Indonesian armed forces. At 34, hav
ing clashed with President Sukarno 
on the army's role in the new na
tion , he was forced out of active 

military leadership. He retired at 39 
as a major-general to serve as Chair
man of the Commission on Church 
and Society of the Indonesian Coun
cil of Churches (DGI). 

At 55 he is one of the youngest 
and most vigorous " elder statesmen" 
in Indonesian church life and the 
world ecumenical movement. Lt. 
General Tahi Bonar Simatupang has 
lived through a lot of history. 

His remarkable life can be divided 
into three streams, which he likes to 
illustrate with a story. His familiarity 
with the German language, he says, 
came about because of three Karls. 
Karl Von Clausewitz, the 19th cen
tury military strategist, served as a 

President Simatupang welcomes a representative of the Laos Evan 
gelical Church to membership in the Christian Conference of Asta 

valuable resource to Simatupang 
when he and his colleagues waged 
war against the more modern armed 
forces of the Dutch. 

He, and many of his generation, 
read Karl Marx, the re olutionary 
theoretician, as they looked beyond 
the Japanese occupation and inde
pendence struggle with the Dutch to 
the creation of a new nation. Sima
tupang appreciated some of Marx's 
insights, but rejected the system. 

He lived with two close friends, 
all Christians from the Batak com
munity on the island of Sumatra, 
during the Japanese occupation. 
One, L. M . Sitorus, became the first 
general secretary of the Indonesian 
Socialist Party. The second, B. 0 . 
Hutapea, served as director of the 
Higher Party School of the Indone
sian Communist Party and wa killed 
in the bloody aftermath to the abor
tive communist-led coup alt mpt in 
1965. 

The third Karl , Barth, the Swis 
theologian , represents the theolo
gians who influenced his r ligiou 
thinking, which has dominat d th 
years since his d parture from the 
military in 1959. 

In 196 he published one of h1 
several books, this one entitled The 
Chri ttan Ta k in the Revo/u11on In 
it h d cribed th shift 1n hi lif . 
" From thinking about the ta k of the 
armed forces in a revolutionary o
c1ety, a I had done from 1945-1 59 
now I am parllc1pat1ng in thinking 
about th task of the Church in a 



ociety undergoing revo lution. The 
way of the Lord with us human be
ings often app ars strange .. . . " 

Indonesia emerged from its war 
for independence, a collection of 
i lands with wide ly different cul
tures, econom ics, traditions and 
even lan guages, although a domi
nant Mal ay language known as 
Bahasa Indonesia was gradua lly be
co ming the national expression. 
The army was th e one uni fy ing force . 

Simatupang and others who 
thought l ike h im wanted a demo
cratic government, with elected 
political lea ders and an army organ
ized under thei r co ntrol. " But this 
was a problem to many of my co l
leagues. For many of those in the 
army, their entrance to th e modern 
world was through the army, not 
general education or philosophy. 
Their first experi ence, mor ove r, was 
with a Japanes arm y which felt it 
was techni ca ll y th nation ." 

Simatupang and those who agreed 
with him began a trainin g program 
for th e military, a program to re
cclucat th em on their role in th 
new nation, the world 's fifth larges t. 
" Many in the army res isted this and 
- it's a compli ca ted thin g- so did 
many of the politica l people. Th ey 
did not understand the i sue and 
th ey wer afraid of me." 

Politi cians bega n panderin g to 
va riou s elements in th e natio n, such 
as tho e w ho wished to create an 
I Jamie state, which would have en
dangered the church. In 1954 Sima-

tupang was eased out of leadership . 
He became an advise r to th e 

ministry of defense and lectu red at 
the Army's staff and comma nd 
school. He continued to try to 
broaden the m i li tary o utlook . " I 
used to point out to them, you ca n 
keep sqciety weak and pe rpetuate 
your ro le unti l the end of days. O r 
you cari help 'society strengtren it
se lf, overcoming its weakness so 
that yo u gradually fade away." 

As years w en t by, " i t was more 
and more clea r that w hat I had 
worked to prevent would come to 
be. The army played an ever larger 
ro le unt il it took ove r in 1965 (wi th 
General Suharto pushing President 
Sukarno aside)." 

By 1959, observin g the inev jtable 
process of military do mina ti on, he 
became as he likes to say, " torn be
tween an act of rebe ll ion o r co n
tinuing on , which would be hypoc
ri sy. So I chose to jo in the DGI 
(Council of Churches) ." 

The Indonesian church (see Feb
ruary, March, 1973 New World Out
look) represents less thqn 10% of 
th e l ncj ones ian population of 130 
milli on. " What is the chu rch 's role 
in thi s hi sto ri ca l th eater?" he asks. 
" What are the limitations?" 

" To work for to tal control of the 
co untry is a ridiculous and , of 
course, neve r-con sidered thoLjght. 
My position is that we neither bl ess 
nor work against th e army leader
ship. We cer~ainly ca nnot organize 
a force to topp le it. Th e thing to do 

A soldier, revolutionary, theolo
gian and ecumenist, General Sima
tupang says that " the way of the 
Lord with us human beings often 
appears strange ." 

now is t ry to build up th e con cious
ness of the church, be an element 
in thi s socie ty in fusi ng elements of 
freedom, t ry to create and expand 
new concepts o f justi ce, workin g to
wa rd transfo rmi ng the st ructure in 
th e long term . It sounds unrevo lu 
tionary, but I pe rsonally do not see 
any other altern ati ves . To be effec
tive, the chu rch mu st work wi th 
o th er people to rai se th ese ques
tions." 

He stays bu sy, wo rk ing to buil d th e 
fast-growing church in Indones ia, 
se rvi ng as p res ident of th e Indo nesia 
Coun cil of Churches, .p residing pres
ident of the Chr is ti an Confe rence of 
Asia, chairm an of th e edito r ia l boa rd 
of Sinar Harapa n, a ~h ris ti a n dai ly 
newspaper in Jakarta, and as a mem
ber of the central and executive 
comm ittees of the W orld Co unci l of 
Churches . 

He was d isappo inted that M uslim 
discontent prevented the Worl d 
Coun ci l o f Churches' Fifth Assembly 
fro m meeti ng in Jakarta in June. But 
he continues to be deep ly invo lved 
iri the dialogue with the Musl ims, 
the p redo minant communi ty in 
Indones ia. 
' Si matupang, a lay theo log ian, 

insists that direct evange l ism is part 
of the essence of th e Chu rch. But, as 
he has to ld hi s frie nd A lan Thomson, 
a former Presbyte ri an missionary in 
Indonesia , "O~ r prob lem is how to 
conver t Mus lims w itho ut ge tting our 
churches burned down." 

He sees the 'problem for the Chris
tia n community in Indones ia in the 
coming decades to be " how to be 
integrated into the emergi ng modern 
Indones ian r:ulture and at the same 
time how to penetrate the va lue 
sys tem and th e po lit ica l, social and 
economic st ru ctures with insights 
based on the Christian faith but ac
ceptab le to all peop le because of 
their intri nsic t ruth. I t wi l l also be 
in that fluid and dynamic situation 
that the gospe l must be proclaimed 
so that people may beli eve." • 
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VIETM 

Reconcil iation, not bloodbath, will 
be the most likely policy of the 
Provisional Revolutionary Govern
ment (PRC) for three reasons: 1) The 
most corrupt people and those who 
d irected the interrogations and tor
ture have left the country ; 2) Recon
ci 1 iation, instead of bitterness, is nec
essary for rebuilding the country 
(e.g., a policy of reconciliation will 
be the best way to get the doctors, 
engineers and agricultural is ts who 
are in France and the U.S. back to 
Vietnam); and 3) the Vietnamese are 
tired of the killing. There is a great 
deal of pride in their culture which 
dates back thousands of years. By 
inviting Quaker and Mennonite 
volunteers to remain in the liberated 
areas, the new Vietnamese authori
t ies have already demonstrated a 
willingness to let the world know 
what is going on in their areas. The 
internationa l press, including jour
nalists from CBS and AP, are already 
reporting from Da Nang and other 

PRC controlled south Vietnamese 
cities. 

W ho W ill Lose? 
This is not to say that no one will 

be worse off or suffer from the 
change in government. Life will be 
hard for the privileged class that re
mained behind . A redistribution of 
income necessarily means that some 
people have a lot to lose. Everyone 
will be expected to do his or her 
share in the reconstruction of the 
country. Doctors will receive no 
more than dock workers. Contrac
tors who made their living through 
manipulation of American aid will 
be expected to be laborers. For fam
ilies who have enjoyed servants, 
chauffered automobiles and lavish 
cocktail parties, this will require a 
difficult adjustment. 

The people who will lose the most 
from the end of the Saigon govern
ment are those who profited the 
most from the war. These people 
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lived luxuriously by assoc1at1ng 
closely with the U.S. effort in Viet
nam. They include military officers, 
contractors, interrogators, and cor
rupt Saigon officials. 

Many left on the refugee flights 
for Guam and the Un ited States. 
Thrown into a very different culture, 
life will not be easy. While Ameri
cans approved of the refugee lift, 
no big brass bands have welcomed 
our new citizens to our shores. 
Many Americans resent the fact that 
Vietnamese will now compete with 
unemployed Americans for scarce 
jobs. 

Who Will Benef1U 
More than ten million of South 

Vietnam 's farm people were moved 
from their farms into the cities in the 
1960's and early 70's in an attempt 
to deprive the Liberation Forces of 
food , soldiers and intelligence infor
mation . 

These people have gained the 
most from the end of the Vietnam 
war. They can go back to their farms. 
For the majority of Vietnamese, 
peace means a time to celebrate and 
a time of hard work. 

However, the joyous return to the 
rice fields will be filled with danger. 
The farmers will find their land filled 
with mines and pock-marked with 
bomb craters. In 1973, I visited a 
village in the 11 liberated" area of 
Quang Tri province. " Don' t leave 
the paths and plowed fields," I was 
told. " There are a lot of mines out 
there. Most of our buffalo have been 
killed and even some of the children . 
It's very dangerous." 

I thought the warnings were more 
to impress the foreigner than a re
flection of the real danger. After all, 
the people had been farming the 
fields for over a year. But as we 
walked along a path on the second 
day, someone shouted, 11 Hey, there's 
a mine!" The typhoon rains had un
covered the tip of a mine that was 
about six inches off the side of the 
path. The children with us went 
running back to get some soldiers 
who returned to unearth the mine. 
While one of the soldiers began de
fusing the mine, I zoomed in with 
my camera . The man was sweating 
-obviously nervous. As I moved 
closer, to record a bead of perspira
tion on his chin , he stopped. 11Ex
cuse me," he said, "but you're 
making me nervous. And it's not 
good to be nervous when you're 
defusing a mine.11 I hurried away as 





he finished disconnecting the wires 
in the mine. 

Rehabilitation and Reconstruction 
Experience from World War 11 in

dicates that the mine-clearing will be 
a 25-year job. Another task will be 
to find the anti-personn~I bomblets 
dispersed by airplanes in the rural 
areas of Vietnam thought to contain 
PRG and North Vietnamese soldiers. 
One, called the Butterfly Bor.nblet by 
the Vietnamese because of its shape, 
does not have enough explosive 
power to kill a person . It does shear 
off the bottom part of the leg. 

A generation of youth must be 
trained in rice agriculture. Many chil
dren were moved to the cities at an 
early age. They are now in thei,r late 
teens and early twenties with no 
farm experience. Normally, the 
young learn to farm at the side of 
their parents. The experience of 
shining shoes, pimping and pushing 
drugs in the cities are of no value 
today. 

Billions of dollars worth of Ameri
can equipment was left behind
airports, planes, seaports and four
lane highways. Da Nahg airport was 
once the busiest in the world . To the 
average person, the scrap metal will 
be a great resource. Steel from aban
doned tanks is being pounded into 
plowshares. The multi-colored plas
tic covered copper wiring from 
former U.S. communications systems 
is woven into baskets and handbags. 
Discarded ammunition crates have 
been used to build hospitals, 
schools, and homes. 

The orphans will benefit from the 
change in government. There are no 
orphanages in the PRG area because 
the orphaned children there are 
adopted by relatives or neighbors 

,, 
and provided for within the ex
tended fahiily structure. The Thieu 
government discouraged adoptions 
by restrictive laws (to adopt a child 
a couple had to have been married 
ten years and have no natural chil
dren of their own or get permission 
from the President); the PRG, on the 
other hand, encourages villagers to 
adopt children . 

The political prisoners have been 
released . As provincial ahd district 
capitals in Central Vietnam changed 
administrations, the prisoners were 
freed and literally tore down the 
prison walls. 

The New Government 
We can expect the new govern

ment officials in South Vietnam to 
be honest and simple in life styles. 
The new province and district chiefs 
will come from the farm population 
with a style opposite that of the 
colonels previously put in power by 
the Saigon government. There will 
be no more flamboyant Marshal 
Nguyen Cao Kys. 

Relations Between Vietnam and the 
U.S. 

Vietnam will be united . The two 
regions are complementary . .. the 
north with the industry and most of 
the minerals and the south with the 
rich agricultural land . More impor
tant, the Vietnamese see themselves 
as one. people. A united Vietnam 
will not be run by one section of 
the country any more than one re
gion can dictate policies in America . 

The Vietnamese policy toward 
America will be to establish diplo
matic ties as soon as possible . Even 
during the war, the Vietnamese tri ed 
to keep channels of com munications 
with the American people open . 
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Journalists who visited North Viet
nam during the war included Walter 
Cronkite, Pulitizer Prize winners 
Peter Arnett and Francis Fitzgerald . 
and a Newsweek senior editor, Ar
nold De Borschgrave. Doctors, law
yers and religious leaders have 
traveled through North Vietnam . 
Even Henry Kissinger was in Hanoi 
ih 1973! In December, when Prime 
Minister Pham Van Dong met with a 
group of U. S. religious leaders, in
cluding the Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Gary, Indiana, and United Meth
odist Bishop Paul Washburn of Chi
cago, he told them of his apprecia
tion of their visit. It would be nice, 
he said, if North Vietnamese re
ligious leaders could come to the 
United States to return the visit. 

I found no animosity toward 
Americans during my visits to North 
Vietnam and the PRG . A conscious 
effort has been made to keep the 
lines of communication open, so 
that with peace friendly relations 
can be established. 

" The kings in our history who 
built great walls, always lost," claims 
Hoang Hung, the director of the his
torical museum in Hanoi. " The ones 
who opened their gates, won . We 
want to open our gates to many 
Americans-teachers, religious lead
ers, students. We think understand
ing is very precious. We should not 
be afraid of each other." 

It will not take 25 years to play 
a game of ping-pong with the Viet
namese. • 

Don Luce, an American fluent in 
Vietnamese, served with Vietnam 
Christian Service and is now director 
of Clergy and Laity Concerned. 



THE DEEPEST COMPASSION, NOT SENTIMENTALITY 
a Statement by the officers of the National Council of Churches 

" Indochina is a multi-d imensional 
tragedy, and at thi s critica l time we 
should not compound it by dis
jointed actions and superficia l anal
ysis. What God demands of us is the 
deepest compassion, no t sen ti men
tality; the best o f our reaso ning, not 
blame-fi xing and parti san politi cs. 
We as a nation should face th e hard 
realities and lessons of Vietnam, and 
not become entangled in our rhet
oric. We should not waste our 
energy in arguments and despair, but 
gi ve oursel ves in meaningful act ion . 

" We call upon those in Protestant 
and Orthodox communiti es to ex
press their compassion through th e 
World Council of Churches w hi ch 
has raised substantial funds for hu
manitarian purposes and is seeking 
to raise an additional one million 
dollars immediately. These are for 
ministries which have been carri ed 
on ecumenically by the churches o f 
the world in Indochina for many 
years through the Fund for Recon
struction and Reconciliation, and 

they are in a posit ion to serve all 
persons in need wherever they can 
be reached . As concerned Christians 
we do have effective channe ls 
where we ca n give our love tangible 
meani ng. 

" We ca l l upon th e Congress of 
th e United States to vote humani
ta rian aid, not military hardware, to 
be given through multilateral chan
nels (such as United Nations) and 
not restricted to any area of Viet
nam. What is bei ng questioned and 
tested in Vietnam is not the size of 
our power, but the size of ou r hea rts 
and minds. 

" We ca l l upon the United Nations 
to coo rd inate the relief work of all 
countries and agencies to Vietnam 
in ord er to assure maximu m effi
ciency and distribution with a mini
mum of po litica l in terfere nce. 

" We ca ll upon all peop les of the 
worl d to dedicate themselves to the 
task of helpi ng rehabil itate a people 
w ho have suffe red the abuses of 
power from so many sou rces fo r so 

many years. The gospel of unrelent
ing love asks that we work to assure 
a genu ine peace for our brothers 
and siste rs, and not a conveni ent 
ca lm with which we can dilute the 
issue from ou r concern . 

" Praye rfully we also ca ll upon all 
Americans to work for our rehabili 
tat ion as a people, for th e Vietnam 
wa r has cut deeply into our sou l, 
and divided us as a nation. May God 
cleanse us not on ly of arrogance of 
might, but also the arrogance of 
ri ghteousness. Acknowledging th e 
sac rifices of many American s who 
died or were wounded in Vietnam 
and others w ho in conscience were 
led to another decision , let us never
the less seek to heal our divi sions 
without be littling our diversities. 

" Finally, may we go about all of 
our work with the knowledge that 
we must go beyond policies and 
good deeds, and find our unity in 
the Peace and Grace for which we 
can st rive but on ly A lmighty God 
ca n grant. " 



GEO RGE HANA BUSA, general sec
reta ry of the United Church in 

Japan (Kyodan), visi ted no rth ern 
Thailand two yea rs ago to see some 
of the Kyoda n-related mission w ork 
there. Retiring to the Rincome Hotel 
in Chieng Mai on e ni ght, there was 
a knock at the door. A Thai boy, 
about 12 yea rs old , asked in well
rehea rsed Japanese i f Hanabusa 
wou ld like " a bea utiful woman" for 
the night. 

Hanabusa was shocked but man
aged to say iranai (" I don ' t need"). 
From the look on his face, the boy 
apparentl y thought there was some 
grea t misunderstanding- on Hana
busa's part. Of the hundreds of 
Japanese businessmen and tourists 
in Chieng M ai that night, most of 
them were exchanging yen notes for 
the pl easure o f a Thai gi rl. The 
incredulous pimp returned to Hana
busa's door on two following occa
sions to make sure that Hanabusa, 
although Japanese, wasn ' t one of 
them . 

Despite the efforts o f the Kyodan 
and various Japanese Christian mis
sions, Japan 's traffic with Southeast 
Asi a is largel y the traffic of exploita
ti on. Prostituti on tourism is just one 
example. The flood of Japanese pro
ducts and advertising in the market
places of Sou theast Asia is an equally 
visible area o f contention. Through 
low wages and low prices for ex
tracted raw materials, Japanese com
pan ies cont inue to chalk up healthy 
profi ts through the sale of finished 
products in the region . 

Given thi s si tuation , some Japa
nese Christia ns are struggling against 
great odds to brin g a word of recon
cil iation and justice . The Japan Chris· 
ti an Medi ca l Association created the 
Japa n O verseas Christian Medical 
Cooperati ve Servi ce in 1959 and hds 
sent scores of doctors and nurses 
into As ia as m1ss1onary bridge
builders. The Japan YMCA has regu
larl y shared fraternal workers with 
Y's in Southeast Asia . 

The Nati onal Christian Council of 
Japan has served to raise the con
sciousness of Japanese Christians 
about the rol e of Japan in Asia, and 
its genera l secretary, John Nakajima, 
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spent three weeks in Indochina in 
February. The Chri stian Con ference 
of Asia, through its Tokyo office, has 
se rved as a similar bridge for greater 
Japanese awareness and understand
ing. And the Kyodan has supported 
several exchanges of personnel with 
churches and theological schools in 
the region. 

Japanese churches have cooper
ated with the Asian Rural Institute 
since its founding two years ago. 
The institute has an eight-month 
program teaching farming to rural 
leaders from throughout southern 
Asia. The institute is small but highly 
acclaimed . The churches have al so 
enabled several Southeast Asians to 
come to Japan, including a Tai
wanese pastor for the Taiwan Pres
byterian Church in Tokyo and 
several teachers for Christian col
leges in Japan. 

Resources for all these endeavors 
are extremely limited, however. 
Considering the enormity of the 
problems, the size of the Japanese 
Christian community (less than one 
per cent of the population), and the 
so-called " island mentality" of the 
Japanese, even many Japanese Chris
tians tend towards a shikataganai 
(" it can ' t be helped" ) attitude. 
Furthermore, if self-reliance is one 
of the key thrusts of Asian nations 
as well as their churches, then Japa
nese churches feel they have plenty 
to do at home before they can 
enable others to take similar steps. 

History and Limits 

Some Southeast Asians are known 
to feel that, although Japan could 
not conquer them in World War II , 
it is now accomplishing the same 
thing peacefu I ly-th rough hard
nosed economics. Although such 
fears have their own validity, the 
facts to date do not necessarily lead 
to so dramatic a conclusion . Japan 
does control about 30 per cent of 
total foreign investment in Thailand 
and Indonesia, but in most other 
countries Japan plays second fiddle 
to U.S. and other corporate interests. 
Furthermore, since Japan's former 
Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka was 
greeted with riots in a number of 

Southeast Asian countries last year, 
Japanese cap i tal has turned toward 
safer havens in South Am eri ca, the 
Middle Eas t and Africa . 

Although the rioting and the oil 
cri sis prompted the shift, business 
pragmati sm was and is the basic 
con sideration . Japanese business
governm ent circles are looking for 
long-term safety and high return on 
investments, but Southeast Asian 
governments are having trouble 
guaranteeing the first and people's 
movements are challenging the 
second. One example of the safety 
considerati on is that Japan post
poned massi ve infusions of " post
war" aid to the Thieu regime in 
South Vietnam, to the chagrin of 
leaders in Washington and Saigon. 

Japan, whether it likes it nor not, 
is inextricabl y bound to Asia by 
race, heritage and geography. This 
proximity has fostered a love-hate 
relationship between Japanese and 
other Asian peoples which is unlike 
Asian feelings toward any of the 
Western neo-colonialists. Thai stu
dents in Tokyo recently criticized 
Japanese prostitution tourism, the 
Japanese sense of superiority, and 
" the total lack of respect for and 
knowledge of Thai culture." When 
asked if these same qualities applied 
to Americans, the answer was "cer
tainly . .. but Americans are out
siders ; they' re not our brothers ; we 
don' t really expect them to under
stand us." 

The result is that Asian hopes and 
expectations, as well as needs, for 
Japan are great-and thus the frus
trations are great. Since Japan 's cut
backs in aid and investment in 
Southeast Asia in the past year, there 
are now rumors of new anti-Japa
nese rioting-this time to get the 
channels opened up again . One of 
the prime concerns, of course, is 
what kind of channels, and open to 
whom. There are numerous criti
cisms that Japanese assistance in 
Southeast Asia largely serves the 
interests of ruling elites. 

Japanese history in the past 100 
years is largely the history of catch
ing up with the West. The Japanese 
studied hard, learned well , and ap-



Japanese are increasingly sensitive lo being labelled as " economic animals " 

apari1 Love/Hate Affai1 
with the A1ian1 

Jim Stentzel 



One alternative to Japan' s present stance might be a revival of nationalism . 
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plied the ways of the West quickly 
in building one of the largest if 
shortest- lived empires in the history 
of the world . The crushing defeat in 
1945 and the U.S. Occupation 
focused new attention on adapting 
the lessons of Western , and primarily 
U.S., nation-building and imper
ialism. 

What has emerged is a brand of 
state capitalism which is extremely 
efficient, highly Japanese, and almost 
pure in economic if not moral terms. 
Japanese business is succeeding to
day where others fail because it is 
aggressive, flexible, makes no bones 
about profit first, and doesn ' t even 
pretend to buy American-style 
rhetoric about " development of the 
free world " in its foreign dealings. 

Today Japan seems to be ap
proaching the limits of this straight
forward , up-front approach to the 
rest of the world . The Japanese are 
increasingly sensitive to charges of 
being " economic animals." Yet even 
the government seems incapable of 
changing the business formula . The 
government has quietly suggested a 
" code of behavior" for foreign 
operations, but a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman confesses that " the sug
gestions and warnings have had little 
effect." 

If the limits cannot be set from 
inside Japan, history-and the rising 
tide of Asian nationalism-allows a 
good chance that limits will be im
posed from without. The limits will 
include not only maximums on 
Japan 's exploitation of human and 
natural resources but also minimums 
in terms of technological assistance 
and development aid . The major 
question is how Japan will respond 
to limits imposed from the outside. 
Considering the Japanese reaction 
to last year's riots, there is reason 
for pessimism . 

News of the anti-Tanaka rioting 
in Southeast Asia in January, 1974, 
hit Japan like a bombshell . The press 
was full of commentary, rebuke and 
suggestions for months afterwards. 
A poll showed that 80 per cent of 
the Japanese people were surprised 
by the riots . But for the most part 
the attempt at soul-searching was 
more like navel-gazing overlaid with 
bewilderment, new government 
commissions, and a residual layer 
of guilt for Japan's World War 11 
exploits in Asia. " The Japanese wer 
over-sen si tive to the point of being 



in ensi t ive," ;aid a Filip ino obs rver. 
One of the govern men t's fo rm al 
conclu ions was that " they (the 
Southeast Asians) misunderstand us" 
and th at cultura l m1ss1ons were 
need d to " xp lain" Japa n to o ther 
As ians. 

Th e Rev. Ken-i h i Kusachi , a Japan 
YM CA fra t rna l wo rker in Th ai land 
las t year, says, " The Japa nese are 
always asking 'w hat can we do?', 
but th e question is only a gesture. 
Th ere is l itt le attempt, even in the 
chu rch, to begin to understand the 
f lings of the Thai peop le." He 
f ars that Japanese homogenei ty and 
insulari ty may always prec lude Japa
nese iden tification wi th the prob
lems and asp irations of th peop les 
of Asia . 

japan's 'Western Bias' 

Ku sachi 's pess 1m1sm is partl y 
based on h is own admit ted ly li mi ted 
success in los in g h is Japa nese se lf 
among his Th ai co ll eagues. He co n
fesses th at th e depths of Th ai na
tionali sm bo th sup rised h im and 
ca ught him off-guard . Yet, now back 
in Tokyo and continu ing to stud y 
Th ai language, he insis ts th at break
throu ghs are indeed poss ibl e. Th e 
exampl e he cites is Dr. Kosuke Koy
ama, o ne of th e more remarkabl e 
Japanese m issionari es eve r to se rve 
in So utheast Asia. 

Koya ma taught at th e Thai land 
Th eo logica l Seminary in Chi eng Ma i 
during most of th e 1960s and has 
since wo rked in Singapo re and 

ew Zea land . He is a pi oneer 
among Asian Chri sti ans, spea rh ead
in g a movement for doing th eo logy 
indi genously. Fo ll ow ing hi s se rvice 

' 

in Thai land, he wrote a book on 
" wate r buffalo th eo logy" which both 
embodies and st ron gly argues for 
new Asian theologies which aren ' t 
ju t reconstruction s of centuries of 
Western theology. 1 

A lthough Koyama is deep ly loved 
by the Thai Christians, he apparently 
is st ill ahead of his ti me in Japa n, 
and the prob ! m has littl to do 
wi th japa n's lack of water buffa loes. 
It has more to do with th Japanese 
Christ ian pre-occupation wi th things 
Western, from liturgy and music to 
theo logy and language. 

Perhaps the best xample of this 
Western , and spec ifica ll y A merican , 
bias is the types of missionaries in
vi ted and sent by the Kyodan: mo re 
than 90 per cent of those invited 
are citi zens of th e U.S. and Canada; 
and abo ut 50 pe r cent of Kyodan 
m iss ionari es abroad are sent to th e 
U.S. and Ca nada . The Kyodan's ex
change of missiona ri s with South
east Asia has yet to exceed f ive 
persons either way, and there is little 
ta lk of increasi ng the fl ow. 
. " Insi de and o uts ide the church, 

in ternat ional izat ion is a joke in 
Japan," says Ku sachi . " Since the war 
it has onl y been Ameri ca ni za ti on, 
to such an exten t that not onl y are 
we Japanese pu zz led about o ur 
Asia n identi ty and ro le but, o utside 
of anachroni sti c ideas li ke the 
Em peror and the flag, we ' re con
fused about our nati onal identity as 
we ll. " 2 

To some ex tent th e Kyodan is 
ca ught in th e secular fl ow of Japa n's 
pos t-war hi sto ry with its heavi ly 
pro-A meri ca n stance. A lso, sin ce the 
church is small and stru gg ling, it 

has had to look to outside re
sources-resources which the Amer
ican churches have and the Asians 
don ' t. But the matter ultimately re
turns to the problem of Japanese 
insula rity . " If you ask any of th e 
loca l churches if they wou ld like a 
minister from Southeas t Asia , the 
answer is probably no," says Hana
busa. " Th ere is a trem endous wall 
of ignorance and naivete that would 
have to be broken first . We would 
need a period of preliminary ed uca
tion , exposure and consciousness
rai sing." 

Hanabusa believes there is at least 
an 80 per cent chance that Japanese 
in th e next decade or two will con
tinue along present lines of fee ling 
pro-Ameri can and " superior" to 
other As ian peoples. He sees some 
chance that these fee lings might 
even grow stronger. The most l ikely 
alternative, he fears, would be a 
reviva l of Japanese nationalism 
based on Japan 's superiority to 
everybody East or West. 

" But perhaps there is a third pos
sibi li ty, " he says . " That would be 
o ur discovery that o ur survival re
quires cooperation and mutuality if 
not eq ual ity with the peop les of 
Asia ." • 

1 See December, 1974, New World Outlook : 
" Kosuke Koyama-A Message-Full Person". 
Water Buffalo Theology was published by 
Orbis Books (Maryknoll ), New York, 1974. 
2 Kusachi points out that even the term 
"Southeast Asia " is a Western concept 
adapted by the Japanese since the Occupa
tion . Previously, the Japanese referred only 
to " the south part" of Asia. 

Jim Stentzel is a missionary-journalist in 
Japan . 

Christian volunteers getting ready 
to leave for Bangladesh to help 
in planting rice . 



LETTERS OVERSEAS 
INDONESIA 
Village pastors are faced with the 

problem of survival at a time when 
the autonomous Methodist Church 
of Indonesia is moving into a new 
era of program and ministry. The 
average pastor's sala ry is the equiv
alent of $20.00 a month . 

Better communication and trans
portation among the 3000 islands 
that comprise the nation provide an 
evangelistic opportunity never be
fore poss ible to the church . 

As the Indonesian society be
comes more and more integrated, 
and tribal as we ll as cultural and 
language barriers become less signif
icant, the church is able to sur
mount the aging walls of separation 
and minister to the spiritual and 
physical needs of the entire Indo
nesian society. 

Far more important than building 
stru ctures of wood, stone or steel is 
the investment in human lives. The 
church is no dead pile of stones but 
human beings working together in 

purposeful, creat ive ventures of last
ing va lue. Through the assistance of 
the Advance scholarsh ip program of 
the Board of Global Ministri es, ap
proximately 49 people, young and 
old, have been given an opportunity 
this past year in Indones ia to gain 
new knowledge and experi ence as 
well as stretch their imagination in 
preparation for se rvice in and 
through the church . Three young 
ladies are now being trained to se rve 
as mid-wives for the M ethodi st 
M aternity Clinic, which was started 
by the Women's Division back in 
1968. 

In addition, 24 young people from 
village churches are being prepared 
in a four-year course at the Meth
odist Bible School in Medan for 
service as supply pastors and teach
ers. 

Another exciting aspect of schol
arship support has been the making 
possible of training for ten village 
pastors for two-month periods at 
the Bible School. These men have 
left their church assignments and 
families for two periods of training 
which will assist them in becoming 
fully ordained pastors through the 

Fred Ingold and a group of vi llage pastors prepare for a field trip to an agricultural 
project. 
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conference course of study. Most 
have had no formal theological 
training and some have had only a 
minimum of educational opportu
nity. 

Finally, through the scholarship 
support program 12 students have 
been given higher theological train
ing at two well qualified seminaries 
in Indonesia and one in Singapore. 

Fred and Sally Ingold 

They are United Methodist miss ionaries 
in Medan, Sumatra, Indonesia. 

PHILIPPINES 
Our prediction for this country 

is that while an all-out revolution 
has been suppressed, it is still in 
the offing. Although our church 
appea rs to be lethargic to the polit
ical struggle, small scattered groups 
still meet, crystallize opinions, and 
press [President] Marcos to phase 
out martial law. Oddly enough, the 
87 Roman Catholic bishops unan
imously petitioned Marcos to lift 
martial law, yet most Protestant lead
ers openly support the New Society 
and martial law as a means. Our 
fearless prediction : the church will 
increasingly challenge the suppres
sion of human rights, eventually 
forcing Marcos to relax or react by 
tightening his control. 

In the midst of frustrating times, 
there are hopeful signs our church 
is undergoing a transformation that 
will lead to its restructure and auto
nomy. Faced with an end to depen
dency on the Board of Global 
Ministries, departing missionaries 
and zero growth, Filipino church
men are temporarily preoccupied 
with finding ways to achieve selfr 
support in a church over-institution
alized. Yet we predict with confi
dence that '75 will be a year of 
church renewal here as it celebrates 
its 75th anniversary. Did God ever 
promise his people "milk and 
honey "without a wilderness?" 

Paul and Donna Lou Van Buren 

They are United Methodist missionaries 
in the Philippines. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIANS SPEAK OUT: 
HOPE AND DESPAIR IN MANY 
LANDS, edited by Barbara and Leon 
Howell. New York, 1975: Friendship 
Press, 132 pages, $2.50 ( paper ) . 

Some years ago I heard a well-known 
educator begin a speech by saying some
thing like: "Some day I hope someone 
will tell me where is Southeast Asia." 
At first those of her audience were 
both aghast and titillated a t this seem
ingly inane and unnecessa1y remark. She 
went on to ask : "H ave you ever heard 
a person say he's from Southeast Asia 
or that he's a citizen of Southeast A ia?" 
Come to think about it, we hadn't. Then 
he queried : "Where is Southeast Asia? 

Southeast of what?" Finally we realized 
she was completely serious in her ques
tions. And as her speech flowed she 
challenged intensely our assumptions 
about a place the war planners of W orld 
War II had come to call "South as t 
Asia." 

In their little volume, Southeast Asians 
Speak Out, prepared primarily for Amer
ican church audiences, Barbara and 
Leon Howell provide substance and 
meaning to questions of where, who, 
when, why, and how. And they do so 
through the medium of foll owing many 
persons from the countries of Southeast 
A ia to speak personally about what it 
means for them to share in the Christian 
hope while experiencing the havoc of 
despair. While not intending to be a 
form al histo1y, or a compendium of 
fa cts, nevertheless a grea t deal of history 
is included , and the facts are many, most 
being narra ted through the voices and 
feelings of Southeast Asians. This book 
could be chara terized as a "people to 
people" account, Asians communicating 
with Americans what they are experienc
ing and feeling. To be sure, one comes 
away from reading the book with more 
knowledge, and hopefull y more under
standing. But after I read it I had a 
warn1 feeling of ha ing come into con
tact with living persons, of having made 
some new fri ends, of having shared the 
hop and fmstra tions of real people. 
American Christians concerned about 
Christ's mission and who beli ve, or 
want to believe, that people mean more 
than money and sharing more than sell
ing will find in this little volume a 
powerful all y. 

-
~ 

-

Southeast Asians Speak Out is divided 
into four sections: In the fir t, "The 
People," several As ians introduce them
selves. W e hear a fo rmer Japanese 
missionary to Thailand concerned about 
our "doctrinally-t ra ined" eyes so quick 
to pronounce judgments on other per
sons, in contras t to Jesus' "inca rnate
eyes" of compass ion. We hear a Thai 
Christian affirmin g his single a im "to 
drink in compass ion the cup of poverty 
and suffering of my people." A F ilipino 
pas tor frets about martial law, so-called 
"constitutional authoritarianism," the 
Rood of Japanese business, the presence 
of U.S. military hases, and his embar
rassment that as a Christian Filipino he 
knows more about the U.S.A. than he 
knows about his fellow Asians. An 
Indonesian Christian puts q uestions to 
a Muslim peasant and lets us overhear 
the answers. And a Bangladesh journal
ist calls upon his fellow Asian intellec
tuals to reexamine their beliefs and 
commitments in the face of "democracy 
by stalemate." 

The second divis ion of the book is 
"Th Setting" in which Barbara and 
Leon Howell present a remarkably clear 
and succinct history of the region. Ad

. mittedl y all too brief, this section will 
cause many readers to go searching 
through encyclopedias and other re
sources for more information. 

"The Places," the third section, pro
vides opportunity for a person from 
each of five different nations to give 
their views on a single key issue in each 
country. It has been my good fortun e to 
know several of the Asians who "speak 
out" in this book. I commend them 
heartil y to your "hearing." 

The fin al section deals with the rich 
religious history of Southeast Asia and 
concludes with some glimpses into the 
Christian churches there. On the one 
hand we're impressed with the patient 
Buddhist emphasis on modesty, humili ty, 
gentleness, sympathy, and charity. On 
the other hand , we're perplexed by 
nuddhist inertia in a Southeast Asia 
which is no longer sta tic. W e feel the 
incisive creed of Islam : "There is no God 
but God and 1uhammed is the Apostle 
of God" and we're sensitized to a new 
kind of unity in the oil-rich ~fuslim 
world . In comparison with the ancient 
religions of Southeast Asia, Christianity, 
especially Protestantism, is a compara
tive infant, yet with a moral, and some
times political, fo rce far superior to its 
numbers. We're reminded the Asian 
Churches are missionary churches, both 
receiving and sending miss ionaries. They 
are e umenical churches, emphas izing 
ooperative relationship over denomina

tional affilia tions. 1o t of the Asian 
churches resulted from the W es tern Mis
sionary movement. Some of the contrib
utors to this book speak .out how this 

h istory has a limiting effect on them . 
Most of the churches in Asia represent 
small minorities, a fact they must take 
into account constantly as "they seek 
the will of God for us these days ," as 
one of the F il ip ino pastors put it . That 
the Chris tian churches exist in South
east Asia is simultaneously a "grea t new 
fact of our era" in which we rejoice and 
a grea t new fac tor with which we must 
st1uggle as we move to mutuali ty in 
Christ's m1ss1on. Can the Western 
churches help Asian churches develop 
self-hood and self-reliance, or is such 
"help" a con tradiction in te1ms? If the 
Asian churches are self-reliant, what 
does that do to the self-hood of Western 
churches? What do we understand some 
Asian chu rches to be requesting when 
they call fo r a moratorium on their re
ceiving any more Western miss ionaries? 

As I read th is book I understand what 
I thought to be key words and ph rases, 
a practice I commend to those who own 
a copy of it. After readin g the book I 
went hack and reread the words and 
phrases I had marked. My underl ined 
words reveal intensity, involvement, and 
stmggle. The feeling I have is of Asians 
struggling to cope as their former un
complicated , secure, controlled, com
pass ionate ex istence, based largely on 
personal relationships, comes to terms 
with technology, rapid transportation, 
a lmos t instant communica tions, and the 
influence of persons one never sees and 
systems one cannot control. One of the 
Asian writers suggests the Christian 
churches are involved in the creation of 
a "new man and new society," a phrase 
he might have borrowed from China's 
Mao Ts -tung but nevertheless reminis
cent of the Biblical prom ise of a "new 
heaven and a new earth ." 

The thoughtful reader will fini sh 
readin g this small volume with mixed 
emotions. Your spirits will be lifted by 
tht> sure and clea r Christian witness of 
Asian Chris tians whose integrity is unim
peachable. You will be t roubled by their 
denunc iations of American p owe r 
through government, business, and the 
military. You will be grateful fo r the 
expansion of the Church through the 
missionary movement. You will he embar
rassed that the missionary movement 
rode the wave of \ Vestern colonial ex
pansion over the peoples and markets 
of Southeast Asia. 

In ontras t to the American penchant 
for candor Asian writings must some
times be read "between the lines." Asians 
do not often come directly a t a subject. 
Rather, they tend to approach the sub
ject indirectly, through allusion, sugges
tion, intimation, never qu ite saying 
directl y what the writer intends to com
municate. Ample room is left fo r infer
ences. 
Th~ Howells, Barbara and Leon , lived 

in Asia during 1970-74 and became well 
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acquainted with this need to "read 
between the lines ." And well they might. 
It is impossible to say much about South
east Asia within the short space of 123 
pages. The reader must be aware that 
more has been left un-said than said. 
The writers do not attempt to draw out 
many implications . Rather, they allow 
persons from several countries in South
east Asia to speak for themselves . The 
American Christian must "read between 
the lines" to understand more deeply 
the implications for the Christian presence 
in Southeast Asia. 

EDWI N 0. FI HER 

Dr. Fisher, an executive secretary of 
the Asia Team of the Wo rld Division of 
BOGM, was formerly a missionary serv
ing in the Philippines. 

DIALOGUE : IN SEARCH OF JEW
ISH/ CHRISTIAN UNDERSTAND
I NG by John Shelby Spong and Jack 
Daniel Spiro. New York, 1975 : Sea
bury Press, 106 pages, paper $3.50. 

This dialogue "excited, cap tivated and 
shook the city of Richmond, Virginia" 
according to the publisher's advert ise
ment. No such imagina tive claim is 
made in the text of the interchange b -
tween an Episcopalian rector and a rabbi. 
Unfortunately, the reader never knows 
really what happened in the two con
gregations which participa ted , but the 
two men seem to be open, able and 
warm human beings. The spon taneity 
which ought to have been present in the 
real thing has been diminished in favor 
of an edited text that provides long, 
almost mini-lecture answers to single 
questions. 

The answers to questions are often 
edifying. They are useful background 
reading for the development of a more 
personal and local dialogue. The printed 
setting does not always fl ow logically 
from one topic to another, but basic 
principles of dialogue were present. 

The aim was true. The dialogue was 
sough t as one way of healing the split 
between the two religions. It did not 
demand agreement on central issues. 
Indeed, some of the more stimulating 
moments occur when rector and rabbi 
politely but fi rmly square off at each 
other on sin, or saviour, or sources of 
power that enable us to do right. 

Amazingly, for a series that took place 
in 1974, there is only one brief reference 
to the State of Israel. That this "front 
and center" issue was never emphasized 
in Richmond may be a mark of maturity. 
Basic elements in the two faiths ra ther 
than the contemporary trouble spot 
where distributive justice clamors for 
attention were the dialogue's intent. The 
single reference to Israel is useful how
ever, since it succinctly points o~t the 
difference between Arab tendencies to 

44 [ 304 ) New World Outlook • June 1975 

individuality and independence and the 
intense commitment to commu nity iden
tity that marks the life of Israel. The 
importance of Israel for Rabbi Spiro is 
not on ly its b iblical heritage and link to 
the promised land, but "becaus it rep
resents the indispensable value and 
ingredient in Judaism of communal 
solidarity." 

Summaries of Judaism and Chris tian
ity "while stand ing on one foo t" provide 
theological food fo r thought. Jewish and 
Christian views on growth in holiness 
and grace provide some in teres ting con
tras ts, and there is a somewhat unusual 
appendage about the relationship be
tween Hanukkah and Christmas as 
fes tivals of lights. 

The serious reader may be drawn to 
th is tes timony of mutual appreciation, 
affirmation of un ity in common ori gins 
and mutual debt, and an emphas is on 
common humanity and holiness as hu
man beings. The prologue says that 
some members of the two congregations 
were occas ionally "insp ired to significant 
communication wi th each other. " That 
dialogue could stand repo1ting. Even 
as pass ive lis teners, however, the people 
could have been educated by the word 
and personal affirmation of their spiritual 
leaders. It's record could be useful in 
starting a dialogue where you live. 

R OBERT W . H USTON 

Dr. Huston is Associate General Sec
retary, Ec umenical and Interreligious 
Concerns Division, BOGM. 
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HEARTS AND MINDS, directed by 
Peter Davis and produced by Davis and 
Bert Schneider, is a documentary that a 
lot of people have made up their minds 
about without seeing. The fea ture-length 
documentary that analyzes America's 
involvement in the Vietnam war has 
been highly con trovers ial, like the war 
itself. 

Columbia Pictures, after investing al
most a million dollars in it, decided it 
was too hot a property to handle. 
Through their own company Dav is and 
Schneider purchased it and then ar
ranged to release it through W arner 
Bros. 

It won an Oscar this yea r for its 
tenacious co-producers. But when ac
cepting the award, Schneider read a tele
gram of greetings from the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government, infuriating 
Bob Hope and thousands of Academy 
Awards watchers. 

As a longtime opponent of the war, I 
found "Hearts and Minds" stirring and 

often ve1y moving. The film has no 
narra tion. Through interviews with 
disi llusioned participan ts and critics of 
the war and th rough newsreels, the film 
points up the glaring disparity between 
the pious stated intentions of our 
leaders and· the reality of the war. There 
are poignant scenes of a Vietnamese 
man making coffins for children and 
interviews with courageous opponents 
and political prisoners of the Thieu 
regime. There are probing, sensitive 
interviews with embittered and saddened 
disabled soldiers back home and with 
the parents of a young man killed in 
Indochina. The mother of the dead CI 
strokes the boy's model plane while the 
fa ther stoicall y talks of duty. 

But I also recognize that the film will 
not persuade those who supported the 
war. It is wholly unsympathetic to the 
men who prosecuted the war. Walt 
Rostow, Pres ident Johnson's national 
security adviser, who appears in the film, 
tried unsuccessfull y to get a court injunc
tion against it. 

In one of the more shocking contrasts 
of the film , a scene of hysterically weep
ing Vietnamese at a burial is juxtaposed 
with General William Westmoreland 
saying that Orientals do not put the 
same high price on life we do . 

In other memorable scenes, a returned 
POW tells an assembly of parochial 
school children that South Vietnam is a 
beautiful country "except for the people"; 
Colonel George S. Patton III hails his 
troops as a "bloody good bunch of 
killers", and Cis bum peasant homes 
and manhandle an old woman while 
the soundtrack blares "Over There." 

In exploring the reasons for American 
intervention in Southeast Asia , "Hearts 
and Minds" indicts the whole American 
way of life with its racism, jingoism, 
arrogance, militarism, inordinate pri<le in 
technology, materi alism and competi
tiveness. The filmmakers liberally lace the 
film with shots of parades and pep rallies, 
fierce football games, and do-or-die 
patriotic speeches. It's convincing-up to 
a point. But there's "overkill" in the 
effort to liken the war to the biggest 
game of all. 

Today Americans are weary of the war 
and reluctant to review the debacle. 
President Ford has stated fl atly, "The 
lessons of the past in Vietnam have 
already been learned ." A former fighter 
pilot, interviewed in the film, asked if 
we've learned anything, said through 
his tears, "We've tried hard not to ." For 
all its flaws, "Hearts and Minds" is the 
best documentary I've seen on the war. 
It offers impo1tant insights into our 
behavior as a people and our tragic 
intervention in Indochina and challenges 
us not to forge t. 

E.C. 
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ON MEDICAL MISSIONS 
Duvon Corbitt's interview by Ellen Clark 

(February issue) misses the point of the 
current medical mi sion dilemma. Knowledge
able critics who ask why the church isn't 
getting out of the curative care business are, 
I think, very few in number, and are usually 
those who have never had the responsibility 
for masses of ill people. It isn't a shift from 
curative to preventive care that is needed . Dr. 
Corbitt's view that preventive care alone would 
solve little is largely true. 

What the critics are calling for, rather is a 
major shift of emphasis from specialty care in 
an institution to the provision of basic health 
services to the entire community. Specialty 
care institutions in any society should be re
ferral institutions, dependent for their feasibi l
ity on a supporting system of health education, 
preventive measures, and simple, early curative 
care. Yet, in most needy areas of the world, 
such supporting systems are largely deficient 
or non-existent. 

For medical mission programs to ignore 
development of these basic health services in 
such areas in favor of isolated specialty institu
tions is wasteful of resources, to say nothing 
of the health and lives of people. Such 
institutions become a rational part of a health 
care plan only when there is a well developed 
foundation of education, prevention, and simple 
curative care. For this foundational trio can 
prevent, control, or cure 80 to 90 percent of 
the illnesses of most developing communities, 
thus markedly relieving the strain, both 
financially and medically, that would otherwise 
be placed on the referral specialty institute. 

What we in mission medicine have done is 
to aim our efforts largely at the care of the 
small number of patien ts requiring highly 
technical treatment in institutions because 
their need, being dramatically critical , seemed 
greatest. But in the process, we have ignored 
the basic health needs of the community and 
left large numbers of not-so-ill patients with
out any care, with the inevitable result that 
many of them eventually develop the serious 
illnesses we have set our elves up to treat. We 
are put in the unenviable position of having 
to wait until people become seriously ill be
fore we can help them. And then, to further 
frustrate our efforts, we find that many of those 
who have become seriously ill are, in addition, 
so seriously poor that we cannot possibly use 
our expensive care for all of them after all. 

Jo~IN S. SIBLEY, M.D. 
Kyung Nam, Korea 

The writer is a United Presbyterian frat ernal 
worker at the Community Health and De
velopment Proiect on the island of Koie Do; 
the ecumenical project, begtm by Dr. Sibley, 
emphasizes preventive medicine, community 
health, agricultural skills, and public 
health.-Ed. 

A WELL-BALANCED ARTICLE 
I have just had opportunity to read the 

January issue of your magazine (it comes by 
boat mail and we moved) and would like to 
thank you for the article "A Day in Drylake" 

about th e work of the Rogers in the national 
mission field of atal, Brazil. 

I read your magazine carefully each month 
and have lamented several ti mes that the needs 
of Brazil have been presented in several articles 
over the past few years but rarely in con nection 
with anything positive that the Methodist 
Church is doing about these needs-so I was 
glad to see an article about Methodism in 
Brazil. I thought the article was well-balanced 
-showing the desperate needs of our people 
and also showing the church at work among 
these people. 

Jo ANN CooDwIN 
Juiz de Fora, M.C. Brazil 

EPISCOPALIAN ENCOMIUM 
I am an Episcopalian with an ecumenical 

heart and rejoice in your publication which 
we have been receiving these past four or five 
years. I would appreciate receiving the Index 
for 1974 as I refer to back numbers from time 
to time. 

MRS . CLYDE E. WH ITNEY 
Scottsbluff, ebraska 

AN OMINOUS SILENCE? 
When the la test New World Outlook reached 

us this week, I eagerly turned to the article 
titled "An American Bishop in lorth Vietnam" 
thinking I would learn something about the 
Protestant Church in that land . Imagine my 
disappointment in findin g only four sentences 
in the whole article plus one picture with 
caption . There were neither statistics nor inter
views. The Catholic Church fared somewhat 
better, though only one of the visiting church
men was a Catholic. This silence, which I can 
only construe as ominous, fills me with fore
boding regarding the fate that awai ts thous
ands of Christian brethren in South Vietnam. 

( MRS. WM. B.) MAHIANNE HUTCHINSON 
Carza Garcia, .L. Mexico 

A RESPONSE TO SIMON 
I have just finished my second reading of 

Laurence Simon's articles on world hunger in 
your February and March issues, and my own 
convictions and what I hope is a Christian 
conscience compel me to write this letter. 

Most if not all of what Mr. Simon says was 
reported in the public media at the time of or 
shortly after the Rome World Food Conference. 
Much of it has since been exposed as erroneous, 
exaggerated or simply Anti-American. In fact, 
I suggest you might do the cause of world 
hunger relief and your readers a service if you 
really researched and reported the facts on this 
subject rather than relying on a freelance writer 
who e only qualifications to write on it seem 
to be his having attended the Rome meeting 
along with countless lobbyists, politicians, 
movie stars, celebrities, etc. 

I submit that modern enlightened agricul
ture, spurred on as it is in the United States 
by free enterprise profit motives, is the best 
hope of the worlds' hunger people. Exporting 
our agricultural know-how and learning to 
adapt it to the environment of the developing 
countries should be an urgent goal. I pray 
that uninformed even though, perhaps, well
meaning meddlers are not allowed to tamper 
with this marvelous production system. or, 
I suggest, should we hold up China's marginal
ly self-supporting agriculture as the answer as 
Mr. Simon is prone to do. 

Mr. Simon and many others take what I 
believe is a sadly narrow approach to food 
and hunger. They seem to feel that world food 
exists like one big pie to be cut up and 

parcelled out equally among the world's peo
ple. It 's the kind of tidy solution which always 
has seemed to appeal to socialists and com
munists. 

I believe our American approach holds much 
greater promise. It inventories the potentials 
of God's world and concludes that it can be 
made to produce food and fiber for all and in 
abundance. Please, as thinking Christians, let 
us not urge bureaucratic controls on the one 
agricultural system which has pointed the way 
to this kind of creative solution to hunger. 

For the nearer term , I agree wi th ~1r . Si mon 
and the man whose views he likes to espouse, 
George McGovern, that the urgent need is 
money with which to buy food . But they pro
pose that the way to get this money is for all 
governments to cut defense spending. Does 
anyone really believe there is much likelihood 
of this happening this year or next? I doubt 
that even George McGovern recommends that 
the U.S. take this step unilaterally. 

So, meanwhile, what about all those hungry 
people? Why not take a more direct approach 
and do it now? Food distribution need not be 
a government to government function . What 
about enlisting the churches (and synagogues 
and mosques) of the world in the fight against 
hun ger. As Mr. Simon says, much P. L. 480 
food already is being channeled through volun
tary agencies. All that is necessary is to raise 
more money to purchase even more food. If 
the considerable muscle of the world's religious 
organiza tions were brought to bear on this 
problem, even at the cost of sacrificing some 
other projects, couldn't impressive results be 
achieved more rapidly? 

This approach may not solve all of the prob
lem immediately. But the hungry people it 
serves will be served. And isn't that what we 
Christians are really trying to accomplish? 

R. JACK HANCOCK 
Raytown, Missouri 

A REPLY ON CICARWS 
I was interested in Robert E. Crenshaw's 

letter in the March, 1975 issue of New World 
Outlook, advocating support of CICARWS
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service of the World Council of 
Churches as a substitute for support of denom
inational and inter-denominational aid to 
developing countries. 

As a former staff executive of CICARWS 
and presently on the staff of the Uni ted Meth
odist Committee on Relief, I think Mr. Cren
shaw has overlooked the fact that CICARWS 
was created by and is extremely dependent 
for its support on the member churches of the 
World Council of Churches . The U.S.A. 
denominations have for some years underwri tten 
fifty percent of the CICARWS basic budget. 
Therefore, support of the denominations' aid 
programs means support of CICARWS is pos
sible. 

Incidentally, in many areas of the world, 
Church World Service is the agent CICARWS 
uses to carry out its aid programs such as it 
currently does in Honduras, Peru, etc., and in 
some areas CICARWS uses a single denomina
tion that is strategically located such as the 
Lutherans in Tanzan ia. 

CICARWS is one of the important ecumeni
cal channels along with National Council of 
Churches in developing countries and regional 
bodies such as the All-Africa Conference of 
Churches, the Christian Conference of Asia, 
etc. 

J. HARRY HAINES 
New York, New York 
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EXPELLED PRIEST DENOUNCES 
'.'RULE BY FEAR" IN S. KOREA 

A Roman Catholic missionary priest, 
who was expelled from South Korea 
after 15 years, has vowed to "talk my
self hoarse" about the injustice5 and 
denial of human rights which he at
tributes to the "repressive" regime of 
South Korean President Park Chung Hee 
and to U.S. support of his regime. 

Maryknoll Father James P. Sinnott, on 
his arrival in New York, accused the 
Park regime of "ruling by fear." He 
warned that the repressiveness of the 
government is forcing the country into 
a Communist takeover because it leaves 
the people no choice. 

Father Sinnott, a native of Brooklyn, 
N.Y., who served as vicar general of the 
Inchon diocese, west of Seoul, was 
critical of U.S. involvement in South 
Korea and said that American policy is 
"one of the things we're fighting." He 
noted that U.S. backing of President 
Park should be "tempered" with concern 
for the rights of the Korean people. 

Arrested three times after he became 
involved with other Christian mission
aries in South Korean civil rights activi
ties, the 45-year-old priest charged that 
South Korean authorities used torture to 
extract "confessions" from political pris
oners. 

He said the injustices reached a 
climax April 9 with the execution of 
eight men by the government for al
leged Communist activities. At the 
Korean Supreme Court trial that sen
tenced them to death, Father Sinnott 
had charged the verdict was a "travesty 
of justice." 

When he arrived at the New York air
port, he was wearing a white arm band 
(the Korean color of mourning) in their 
memory. "I am here, not out of choice, 
but while I am here I will talk myself 
hoarse about the gross injustices" that 
culminated in the execution of the 
eight. 

"Our protests can't bring them back, 
but it can help to clear their names," he 
declared. "Their widows have pleaded 
with me, 'Tell the world that they were 
not guilty.'" 

''They were neither Communists not 
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Religious News Service Photo 

OUSTED PRIEST LEAVES KOREA 
Father James P. Sinnott, a Roman Catholic Maryknoll priest from Brooklyn, N .Y ., bites 

his lip while supporters try to restrain him as he heads for a car to take him to Seoul 
airport. South Korean authorities refused to renew his visa on charges of having engaged 
in "political" activities against the government of President Park Chung Hee . In a 
departing statement before leaving Seoul, Father Sinnott said: "As a priest and missioner, 
I am bound by a sacred duty to speak out against all forms of evil, no matter what the 
consequences to myself." Father Sinnott went to South Korea in 1960 and served as vicar 
general of the Diocese of Inchon, west of Seoul. He is the second American missionary 
ousted by the Seoul government in the past year. 

criminals," he added. 
The priest said that Korean Catholics 

packed the cathedral in Seoul for two 
special "Masses of mourning" for the 
eight executed men prior to his deporta
tion. 

Father Sinnott's concern for human 
rights in South Korea took an active turn 
with the arrest of the eight men a year 
ago. "I had hoped that I could stay in 
Korea," he said, "but I had to take the 
chance of speaking my mind. I and other 
Christian clergy in Korea had made the 
people more aware of the sih1ation, but 
there has been no change in govern
ment policy." 

"Throwing me out doesn't really make 
any difference," the missionary observed. 
''There are others doing the same things 

there. I hope that the U.S. (government) 
realizes that the Park government has 
lost credibility with the people." 

Pointing out that Christian mission
aries have come under special attack 
because of their outspoken opposition to 
President Park, he said "anyone opposing 
Park in Korea is automatically labeled a 
Communist. I was a Communist; so are 
the other Western missionaries. Very 
often priests are 'kidnapped' by police 
and held for 24 homs." 

Father Sinnott said that foreign mis
sionaries are better able to speak out 
because of their status as foreigners, but 
he added that Korean priests have also 
become deeply involved in working for 
civil rights . 

The priest believes the Park regime 



Religious News Ser1 ice Photo 

AFRICAN LEADER MEETS WITH PRESIDENT 

President Ford meets with President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia on efforts to bring 
about peaceful changes in the white-ruled southern parts of Africa during a White 
House meeting. President Kaunda, a Prot estant layman well-known in international 
ecumenical circles, predicted that parts of southern Africa will have civil war if tension 
continues between two black Rhodesian "liberation movments," one supported, he said, 
by the Soviet Union and the other by China. He called on the Ford Administration to 
help alleviate the problems of southern Africa by clearly stating support "for maiority 
rule, and once stated, to act accordingly." 

is afraid mostly of the Catholic Church 
because of its size and organization. 
Since the Protestants are already divided 
according to . denominations, it is easier 
for the government to attack them in 
small groups, he explained. 

In South Korea since his ordination in 
1960, Father Sinnott was assigned to 
open a new parish on the island of 
Yeongjong, near Inchon, in 1965. He 
also established a hospital and organized 
a traveling sewing school, in addition 
to serving as vicar general of the Inchon 
diocese. 

During the past year, as his criticism 
of the Park regime increased, Father 
Sinnott held many prayer meetings and 
was arrested last November on the 
grounds of the U.S. embassy while seek
ing the release of political prisoners. 

In Seoul, the South Korean Ministry 

of Justice said it refused to renew Father 
Sinnott's visa and had ordered him to 
leave the country because he had en
gaged in "political" activities "contrary 
to the purpose of his missionary visa." 

CLOBAL MINISTRIES 
HOLDS SPRINC MEETI NC 

(RNS) 

Concerns of Native Americans, the end 
of the war in Indochina, including 
amnesty and the rights of Indochinese 
and "solidarity with the world's hungry" 
were highlighted during the spring meet
ing of the United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries in Atlantic City, N.J., 
April 25-May 3. 

The largest program agency of the 10-
million-member denomination allocated 
$1,725,000 for a massive world-wide 
action/ education effort in 1975 including 

$750,000 for the shipment of food, fer
tilizer and other urgently-needed mate
rial to critical areas around the world. 
Also included in the program are $250,-
000 for development programs, $250,000 
for action programs in the U.S. and up 
to another $250,000 for consciousness
raising and development of public policy 
programs in local churches and annual 
conferences dealing with world hunger 
programs. Another $225,000 of unal
located World Service funds will be 
split between domestic and overseas 
programs. 

While unanimously approving the pro
posal on world hunger, the board also 
instructed its special task force which 
devised the proposal to formulate recom
mendations for continued anti-hunger ef
forts in 1976 and for the 1977-80 
quadrennium. The task force is to report 
back on the new proposals at the board's 
annual meeting in October. 

Another major action with broad scope 
approved by the board concerned Indo
china. The mission agency voted a call 
for unconditional amnesty for those in 
"legal or other jeopardy" as a result of 
the Southeast Asia war, affirmed the 
rights of Indochina evacuees to resettle 
or repatriate as they choose, and ad
vocated the U.S . government remove 
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humanitarian and economic aid res tric
tions against the D emocratic Republic 
of Vietnam ( DRV 1 ) and the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government (PRC ). The 
hoard called for removal of DRV and 
PRC from the U.S. E nemy Act li st and 
asked that they be form ally recognized . 

Native American concern were ad
dres cd when the board unanimously 
vo ted affirmation of the principle of vot
ing membership in United Methodist 
General and Jurisdictional Conferences 
for the Oklahoma Indi an Mis ionary 
Conference as well as support for Native 
American rights of self-determina tion. 

The Native American issue was raised 
initiall y in the Board's 1ational Division 
where some 20 Native Americans ap
pealed for reinstatement of the Rev. 
Homer Toley as fie ld representative for 
Native American Ministries. Mr. Noley 
was notified April 15 his employment 
would be terminated in June. The re
quest for reinstatement was denied by 
the division's personnel committee. 

National Division executives said the 
decision on Mr. oley was based on 
performance of administrative duties not 
on his role as advocate for Native Ameri
cans concerns. The division officials also 
noted the board's affirmation of voting 
rights does not necessarily commit the 
board or division to advocate for any 

particular legislation proposed by the 
Oklahoma Ind ian Missionary Conference 
dealing 'vvi th representa ion at the gen
eral or Juri sdic tional Conference levels. 

In other actions, the board : 
0 tentatively approved a basic budget 

of $34,285,011 for 1976 with higher 
levels of expenditures at $34,690,011 and 
$35,570,011, if income warran ts. Final 
approval will be made a t the annual 
meeting in October. 

0 voiced support of Jews in the Soviet 
Un ion by calling fo r "freeing or radical 
reduction of sentences" of "all prisoners 
of conscience, many of them Jews, who 
were sentenced because they sought to 
exercise their freedom of religion as a 
legitimate human right." 

0 reaffirmed its support of the black 
majority in Rhodesia and the efforts of 
United Methodist Bishop Abel T. 
Muzorewa and the African National 
Council which he heads. 

0 reaffirmed its earlier recommenda
tion that the board's headquarters re
main at its present location in the Inter
church Center in New York City. A 
denominational committee studying loca
tion of boards and agencies has approved 
a recommendation to the church's 1976 
General Conference that "serious con
sideration" be given to moving the Board 
of Global Ministries headquarters to a 

~ .................................................. ~. 
Scarr•tt's L•fe Income Plans ,......~-1!1..,.\ 

: 1 f ~ 1 ~~~e~~ pr!~~0~any benet~•s 
I 

Increase your tax deductions 
Red uce your estate taxes 
Reduce or eliminate your tax on capital ga ins 
Earn income for your life and lives of your beneficiaries 
I mp rove your estate planning 
Build a conti nu ing memorial in your name at Scarritt College 

Scarritt Gift Annuities pay you up to 10% per year. 
Through other plans you can create income from 
appreciated real estate, stocks and other securities. 

. You can end management problems. .... 
'.~1 ..: You , toge~ h er with Scarritt's worldwide ministry, 
· ~I can benefit the world . Write fo r t he full story. 

Scarritt College for Ch ristia n Workers Nashville , Tennessee 37203 

FILL OUT AND MAIL TH IS COUPON 

Sca rr itt C o ll e ge for Chr istia n Wo rkers Nas hv il le . Ten nessee 3 7203 

Pl ease send t he full story abo ut my bene fits from Scarritt's Life Incom e Pla n . 
Na me _________________ ________ ___ _ _ 

Address _ _ _________ ______ _ _ ___ ___ ___ _ 

C ity ______________ _ State -------- Z ip __ 

Date o f B irt h _ _____ _ ___________ S ex _ ___ _ 

·~ .......................................... ~. 
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New books 
on 
faith 011 
and society 

---ECOLOGY 
AND HUMAN 
NEED b y T HO MAS 

S I EGER D E RR . A look at man 's 
re la t io ns h ip to na ture, property 
a nd o the r human bei ngs, from 
Bib lica l an d theologica l pe rspec

ti ves . I ncl udes g uides fo r discus
s io n groups. Paper $3.45 

I PLEDGE 
ALLEGIANCE 
Patrio tism and th e Bible b y 
PAUL S . M INEA R . A s tudy 
boo k tha t wi ll he lp a ny congrega
t io n exa mi ne t he co n fl ic ts be tween 
C h r is ti a n fa ith and na ti o n a l 

loya lty . P a per $2.65 

DEATH BY 
DECISION 
The M edical, M oral, and L egal 
Dilemmas o f Eu th anasia b y 
J E R R Y B. W I LSON . A thoroug h 
examin a tio n of the q uestion from 
the pe rspective of a God -centered 
fa ith . 'The firs t co mpa ra t ive theo
logical s tud y o f e lecti ve death ." 

- J OSE PH F L ET CHER. $7.50 

Now a t your bookstore 

THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 
920 Wit herspoon Bldg. '"'-.. 
Ph iladelphia, Pa . 19107 ' ' 



location west of the Mississippi. 
In separat~ actions taken by divisions 

of th board : 
• the United Methodist Committee on 

Relief ( UMCOR) approved more than 
$1.2 million in emergency assistance pro
grams throughout the world, and voted 
to accept responsibility for resettling 
about 60 Cambodians and up to 500 
Vietnamese of an expected 70,000 ref
ugees expected in the U.S. from Indo
china. 

• the World Division criticized U.S. 
foreign policy in Africa, particularly the 
appointment of Nathaniel Davis, former 
U.S . Ambassador to Chile, as Undersecre
tary of State for Africa because of the 
close identification of U.S. diplomats in 
Chile to the revolution which overthrew 
the duly elected government of Salvador 
Allende in 1973. 

0 the National Division approved a 
proposal to aid Cuban refugees in 
Florida, budgeting $16,000 to "open op
portunities and communications chan
nels" allowing the refugees to reassess 
the Cuban Revolution, particularly in 
view of the prospect of the U.S. resum
ing diplomatic relations with Cuba and 
"facilitate the hoped-for reconciliation of 
Cubans on both sides of the Florida 
straits." 

• the National Division also took steps 
to complete transfer of all properties it 
holds in the Puerto Rico Annual Con
ference, involving close to 100 churches, 
parsonages and camps. 

0 the Health and Welfare Ministries 
Division affirmed support for the concept 
of a national health insurance program 
which could provide universal, compre
hensive coverage, paid for by a com
bination of private and federal contribu
tions administered at the state level, and 
carried by private insurance companies. 

0 the Women's Division issued a call 
for unconditional amnesty for all persons 
who opposed the war in Southeast Asia , 
reaffirmed freedom of conscience con
cerning abortion and commended the 
United Nations Conference on the Law 
of the Sea. 

0 the Women's Division approved a 
grant of $25,000 from the designated 
Keller Gift for use on a project on 
"World Hunger and the Impact of Agri
business on U.S. Small Farms," voted a 
one-time grant of $20,000 for application 
on the ecumenical Delta Ministry's $80,-
000 deficit, and allocated $50,000 for its 
National Seminar in Tulsa, Okla., in 
August. 

0 the Women's Division also voted 
continuation of its support of the Equal 
Rights Amendment Support Project for 
one year, through March 1976. 

0 the Education and Cultivation Divi
sion voted to raise the yearly subscrip
tion rat s of New World Outwok, mis
sion journal, and response, the magazine 
of United Methodist Women, to $4.00 
each effective Sept. 15, 1975. A combined 
subscription rate for both publications 
was set at $7.00. (UMC) 

8 AMERICAN MISSIONARIES 
WATCH AS T HE U.S. LEAVES 
SA ICON 

Eight Quaker and Mennonite mis
sionaries were among a small group of 
Americans who watched from the ground 
as U.S. helicopters evacuated the last 
Marines from Saigon. 

"Having talked of love to the Viet
namese people, and told them not to 
yield to fear or ignorance, we cannot 
leave them in this hour of need," Max 
Ediger of Turpin, Okla. told a reporter. 

"So we are staying." 
The eight in Saigon and three Quaker 

and Mennonite medical workers in 
northern South Vietnam were believed 
to be the only personnel involved in 
American humanitarian agencies remain
ing in what had been "South Vietnam." 

Both the American Friends Service 
· Committee ( AFSC) and the Mennonite 
Central Committee announced earlier 

that their people would stay regardless 
of political eventualities. 

The two have insisted over the past 
decade of giving humanitarian aid to 
civilians on all sides in the Indochina 
conflict. Officials believed the provisional 
Revolutionary Government (Vietcong ) 
would allow Mr. Ediger and his col
leagues to resume their work. 

The Quaker agency, based in Philadel
phia, and the Mennonite committee, with 
office in Akron, Pa., were informed by 
Vietcong representatives in Paris that 
two Mennonite workers at a Quaker
founded center in Quang Ngai were safe 
and that the facility was operating. 

Five AFSC workers were in Saigon 
as the U.S . airlift ended. They were 
Keith Brinton of Newton, Pa. and his 
\vife, Claudia Krick of Los Angeles; 
Sophia and Paul Quinn-Judge, she a 
native of Darlington, Pa. and he of Ex
eter, England, and Julia Forsythe of 
Medford, N.J. 

Dr. Thomas R. Hoskins, M.D., of Mor
ristown, N.J. remained on the job in 
Danag. All six persons have been in 
Vietnam since 1973. 

In addition to Mr. Ediger, the Men
nonite staff members were James Klassen 
of Lebanon, Kans., who was in Saigon, 
and Earl Martin, ew Holland, Pa. and 

THIS SHOULD BE SHELVED* 

Endless Line of Splendor has 

• 16 additional pages 
• 22 new stories, written by 

co-author Webb Garrison 
• nearly all of Halford E. 

Luccock's anecdotes 
• 10 new brush drawings by 

Lynd Ward, the original artist 

Endless Line of Splendor will be 

• stimulating reading for you 
• a thoughtful gift for 

relative and friend 
• a rich resource for 

confirmation classes 
• a memento for your 

observance of the 
Bicentennial , acknowledging 
the role of our demomination 
in American history. 

Endless Line of Splendor 
A book beloved by thousands-
1 ong out of print-is now avail 
able again. New readers will be 
enchanted by the 1975 Edition! 
Those who remember an earlier 
version will find this enlarged ac
count even more inspirational. 

•we a;:iolog ize for the pun , but we must brag about the " product. " 

UNITED METHODIST COMMUNICATIONS 
1200 Davis Street 
Evanston, Illinois 60201 

Please send me 

___ copies of Endless Line of Splendor. $1 .25 each. 

$ total enclosed 

Address. _ ____ _ _ _ _________ _ 

- ------ --- -------Lip. __ _ 
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to the Holy Land 
For the first time ever, ALIA, the Royal 

Jordanian Airline, is offering charter flights 
from New York to Amman, capital city of Jor
dan and gateway t{) the Holy Land. Every ten 
days until the end of 197 4 and throughout Holy 
Year 1975, sleek ALIA jets will whisk flights 
of your pilgrims to yesterday. 

These unforgettable 10-day tours, de
signed in the true Christian spirit, begin in 
Amman, where you and your flock will be able 
to recapture the fabulous history of mankind, 
in the very places where it all happened. Jor
dan is history itself, dating back an incredible 
3,000 years! 

You 'll see Petra, the famed lost city carved 
out of " rose red rock" which can only be 
reached through a narrow canyon by foot or 
on horseback. And Jerash, not history but pre
history, where artifacts traced to 180,000 B.C. 
have been excavated. 

Guide your flock to ALIA, the Royal Jor
danian Airline, and their special Holy Land 
I. T.C. tours . .... . in cooperation with 
Alpha Omega Travel, Ltd., 420 Madison Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10017-Tel: (212) 758-5310 
Premier Tours, 527 Madison Avenue, 
New York. N.Y. 10022-Tel: (212) 371 -2343 
Four Seasons Travel, 92 Luckie St. , N.W., 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-Tel : (404) 525-3718 

Alia, the Royal Jordanian Airline, 280 Madison Ave., 
New York, N.Y. 10016-Tel: (212) 725-0044 
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Quang Ngai center. 

MUZOREWA WARNS 
TIME RU NN ING OUT 

(RNS) 

The episcopal leader of the United 
Methodist Church in Rhodesia, president 
of ANC-the liberation movement nego
tiating with the white minority regime 
of Smith for majority rule now and long 
an exponent of non-violence, has in
dicated that time may be running out for 
peaceful negotiations. 

'Whereas I have always tried as a 
Christian to deal non-violently with the 
great problems in Zimbabwe of non-jus
tice, detentions, economic exploitation 
and torture, others have come to other 
conclusions," said Bishop Abel T. 
Muzorewa of the Southern Africa nation. 

"Today in Zimbabwe, ANC (African 
National Council) has properly affirmed 
a double strategy. We will pursue an in
ternal policy of non-violence and there 
will be an external policy to protect our 
people from the violence of the (Ian) 
Smith government." 

At news conferences in Washington 
D.C. May 5, and New York City May 7, 
the bishop sounded a somewhat new 
note in his assessment of the current 
Rhodesian climate. 

"If we come to a point where we are 
absolutely convinced the Smith regime 
and all the imperialists that support him 
do not want any more for us to follow 
the peaceful way, I think it is now an 
open secret the alternative is that the 
people of my country are going to use 
armed struggle as the Frelimo has done," 
the bishop said in Washington after a 
conference with Nathaniel Davis, the 
new Undersecretary of State for Africa. 
FRELIMO is the liberation movement 
which will assume leadership of Mozam
bique when that country gains its in
dependence in June. -

In a prepared statement at his New 
York news conference, Bishop Muzorewa 
sounded a warning expressed, he said, 
"not in anger but in disappointment" 
over the lack of U.S. support for majority 
rule. 

"In a few months or even a few years 
the government of Rhodesia will be 
black. We will remember those who un
derstood and helped us in our fight for 
freedom . We will not forget those who 
ignored our suffering, scorned our rights 
and in complicity with the fascist regime 
of Mr. Smith took our minerals bestow
ing wealth to the white minority and 
sentencing the black majority to poverty 
and physical depravity. 

mantled freedom you took our chrome 
when we asked for understanding, yo~ 
demanded that we understand your need 
for chrome-gilted automobiles and pretty 
stainless steel pots. When we tried to 
employ non-violence, you usurped our 
minerals to make the tools of war for 
your battles in Asia." 

The bishop called for the U.S. to 
comply with the United Nations sanc
tions against importing chrome from 
Rhodesia by repealing the Byrd Amend
ment, to close the Rhodesia Information 
Center in Washington, D.C. ; to curtail 
U.S. investments in Southern Africa, to 
support majority rule, to end U.S. tour
ism in Rhodesia and to reject support 
from the "detente role assigned to South 
Africa." 

Schools - Dorms - Teams - Cl ubs 
CUSTOM PRINTED 

SWEAT SHIRTS-TEE SHIRTS 
Jackets, Je rseys - (m inimum 12) 

FREE CATALOG 
M A N D E L K E R 'S - # 071 

2603 N. Downer, Milw. W is. 53211 

Hand-colored photograph 
of your church or any 
scene on pretty lO ~ ·inch 
gold-rim plates. Orders 
filled fol' one dozen or 
more plates. Also church 
note paper in quantity. 
Write for free informa
tion. D~l'T. WO 

FERRELL'S ART WARE 
Appomattox , Virgi nia 24522 

VACATION 
RE NEW YOU R FA ITH 

with daily devotions from 
THE UPPER ROOM, 

the world's most wide ly used 
daily devotional guide. 
FREE copy on request. 

Address Dept. J-21 

The Upper Room 
1908 Grand Ave. 

Nashville, Tenn. 37203 
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to subscribe to a great m_agazine 
at the old low rates l 

Sorry about that, but . .. After seven years, rising 

prices for printing, paper and mailing have caught up 

with us. Beginning September 15, subscription rates 

for New World Outloo k will go up to $4.00 a year. 

Three-year subscriptions will be a special rate of 

$10.00. Combination rates with response will be 

$7.00 a year or $20.00 for a three-year subscription. 

We think that's still pretty reasonable for eleven issues 

of a lively, colorful magazine that tells you what the 

Church is doing in mission around the world and 

brings you : 

Articles and photo features, Letters from Overseas, 

Mission Memo (concise, short deadline news and 

analysis), special issues exploring areas in depth, lively 

editorials and reviews of current films and books. 

Special issues on mission study themes . 

A yearly report of the work of the Board 

of Global Ministries. 

The kind of professional treatment that has won 

top awards over the past five years from the 

Associated Church Press. 

Now, more than ever before, this kind of coverage 

of a cha nging world, both in the U.S.A. and overseas, 

is vital t o t he Christian. This is an opportunity, unti l 

September 15 only, to subscribe at the old, low rates. 

__ One year subscription to New World Outlook ($3.00) 

__ Combination with response ($5.00) 

Address------------------------

C ity or Town __________ Stat e __ Z ip Code ___ _ 

Send to : 

Service Center , 7820 Reading Road , Cincinnati , Ohio 45237 



Brown Madonna, by Galo Ocampo, Frederick G. Appleton Photograph 

This painting by Galo Ocampo of the Philippines first introduced to his countrymen 

the idea of us ing native figures in Bible stories . It has inspired many interpretations by 

young artists of the Holy Family as dark skinned people in modern rural dress. 


