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NISSIONNENO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

March_, 1975 

California. The Tribal Council of the Quechan people of Southern California have 
started a farm project which will place 8,000 acres of cotton, wheat and other cash 
crops in production. The program, which is an approved Advance Special project, 
was initiated through grants by the UM Church, the Catholic Campaign for Human De
velopment, and the Federal Office of Native American Programs. Six members of the 
Quechan Tribal Council are United Methodists. 

Presbyterians. Copies of a draft study called "A Plan for Union" are being mailed 
to each local church in the Presbyterian Church, U.S . and the United Presbyterian 
Church, U.S .A. to encourage intensive study of a plan for reuniting the nation ' s 
two largest Presbyterian denominations . Responses growing out of the study will be 
incorporated in the plan before it is presented to the churches for voting. The 
union conversations have been going on since 1969 . 

Indochina. The Board of Directors of BOGM's World Division, at a meet i ng in early 
February in Lakeland, Florida, voiced support of effor ts by the U.S. Congress to 
decrease aid to the governments of South Vietnam and Cambodia and "strong opposi
tion" to the Administration's request for supplemental aid to those areas. The 
directors said they "do not equate peace in Vietnam with the continuat ion of the 
Thieu regime" and they did not believe that renewed U.S. involvement i s justified 
by "alleged infractions of the Paris Peace Agreement." The message was sent to 
members of the Senate Appropriations Conmittee. 

Moscow. The new Protestant chaplain for Americans in Moscow is a 31-year-old 
United Presbyterian, the Rev. Michael W. Spangler, who was formerly Associate Pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church in Salina, Kansas . Spangler is a graduate of 
McCormick Seminary in Chicago, has taught English and Speech in High School, and he 
and his wife, Meredith, served in the Peace Corps in Ethiopia. Spangler's work wil l 
be entirely with English-speaking expatriates, such as fo reign service officers, but 
he expects to learn much about life in the Soviet Union in his three year term . 
"I'm hopeful that because detente has opened up government that we will experience 
some continuing openness on the part of the Church," he says. The chaplaincy pro
gram began in 1962 and is jointly administered by the Moscow Protestant Church Coun
cil and a special conmittee of the National Council of Churches composed of repre
sentatives of the United Presbyterian Church, Lutheran Church in America, the 
American Baptist Churches, the United Methodist Church and the Episcopal Church. 
Spangler will have about 70-80 adults and 30 children in the church program . 



Namibia. A three year effort by a coalition of American church organizations to 
persuade five U.S. oil compani es to wi thdraw from Namibia (South-West Africa) was 
climaxed on February 10 by the withdrawal of Standard Oil of California. Earlier, 
Texaco Inc., Continental Oil Co. (Conoco), Phillips Petroleum and Getty Oil had an
nounced their withdrawal from the country, which has been illegally occupied by 
South Africa. Official U.S. government policy has been to discourage investment in 
Namibia; the U.N. Security Council, wi t h official U.S. support, called on South 
Africa to leave Namibia in December . Churches working on the issue have been the 
United Methodist Church, the Lutheran Church in America, the United Church of Christ, 
and the United Presbyteri an Church. 

Clergywomen. The Swedi sh Lu t heran Church has reported a significant increase in 
the number of women seeking ordi nation and at the present time most of the 13 di
oceses in Sweden have one or more ordained women serving the Lutheran Church there . 
... On February 16 the Rev . Mary Jane Matz, of Bethlehem, Pa., became the first woman 
to be ordained by the Moravian Church in America; she was raised a Lutheran and once 
worked for t he Presbyteri an Chu rch. Her husband is also a minister .... Hyacinth I . 
Booth, a deaconess, has become t he first woman candidate for ordination in the 
Methodi st Church of the Cari bbean and the Americas . 

Rhodesi a . The Sali sbury airport was the site of an old-fashioned Methodist hymn 
sing as some 300 Afri cans gathered for the departure on February 15 of Dr. J . Morgan 
Johnson, a United Methodist mission~ry who was expelled by the Rhodesian government . 
His wife, Dr. Rosali e. Johnson , a medical doctor, was also ordered deported, but 
was given a 30-day extens ion. The Johnsons , who come from Georgia, have been in 
Rhodesi a 23 years , where t heir five ch il dren were born. No reason was given for the 
deport ation. 

Korea. Prominent Korean Chr istians arrested last year have been released from 
prison by President Pa rk Chung Hee . Among them are Roman Catholic Bishop Tji, Kim 
Dong Gil , dean of theo l ogy at Yonse i Univers i ty in Seoul, and the Rev . Park Hyong
kyu, past or of the First Presbyterian Church in Seoul, and Korea's best-known poet, 
Kim Chi Ha. 

Hun ger. The Nati onal Divis i on of BOGM is involved in a number of projects dealing 
with the U. S. par t of the world hunger problem, particularly hunger and poverty in 
thi s coun t ry. Aside f rom services such as the direct provision of food and employ
ment aid t hrough commu nity centers, the Division supports such legal advocacy groups 
as the Food Research and Action Center . Two innovative projects underway are the 
Emergency Land Fund, which provides economic and technical assistance to help 
southern Bl ack fa rmers make their farms into profitable enterprises and provide bas
ic food needs fo r t heir famil i es and the development of a program linking residents 
of a ghetto community in Kansas City with persons suffering from poverty and malnu
trition in an area of Bri tis h Honduras. 

Women and Corporations. Women comprise 38 percent of the total labor force in the 
U.S. today and in every j ob category they earn an average of 60 percent of the wages 
and salaries paid to men i n comparable positions. The median wage for female man-



agers and administrators is $7,024 while for males the figure is $13,386 . A new 
booklet, Women and Corporations: Issues and Actions, published by the Interfaith 
Center for Corporate Responsibility, outlines these and other facts . Researched 
by a comparatively new Task Force on Women and Corporations, which represents 20 
major Protestant churches and Roman Catholic orders, the booklet reports that "Oc
cupational segregation persists ... equal employment opportunity has emerged as a 
top priority among local and national women's groups." 

Hispanic Americans. Leo D. Nieto has resigned as executive secretary of the Office 
of Ethnic and Language Ministries, National Division, BOGM, to work with the Na
tional Farm Worker Ministry. Nieto and his wife, Mary Jean, will become part of 
the Worker Priest/Sister Program, working with Cesar Chavez and the Un i ted Farm 
Workers Union on subsistence wages. Expected to replace Nieto in the denomination
al post is Rev. Joel N. Martinez, 34, of El Paso, Texas. 

World Mission and Evangelism. Two possibilities for achieving new patterns by which 
churches on all continents can participate actively in mission were affirmed by the 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches at its 
February meeting in Portugal. The Commission called for discussions on how mission
aries from Asia, Africa and Latin America could be sent to Europe and North America. 
At the same time, it saw a moratorium on the sending of funds and personnel by 
Western churches as "one possible way to create mature relationships of churches 
in mission." After intensive discussion, CWME agreed: to invite an international 
team to study the experience of churches that have decided to initiate a moratorium; 
to form an international team, when requested to do so, to work out how a moratorium 
might be put into effect; to encourage regional church bodies to assist with the 
ecumenical sharing of personnel within and between regions. The meeting stressed 
the view that a moratorium was for mission rather than a moratorium on mission . In 
a related debate on evangelism and cultural imperialism, CWME director Emilio 
Castro stressed that evangelization is "not a crusade to conquer the world " but 
"a sharing of Jesus Christ." 

World Methodist Conference . The 13th World Methodist Conference has been shifted 
to Dublin, Ireland, from Singapore and will be held August 25-31, 1976. From 2,000 
to 3,000 members and delegates from sixty-one Methodist bodies in eighty-seven 
countries are expected to attend, along with an equal number of vis i tors . Theme of 
the meeting is "The Day of the Lord." Difficulty with accomodations was given as 
the reason for shifting from the Singapore site. 

Latin America. Unable to elect a bishop af ter 22 ballots, the General Assembly of 
the Evangelical Methodist Church of Panama suspended the Constitution and elected 
a president instead. The Rev. Carlos Smith, a local church pastor and graduate of 
the Biblical Seminary in Costa Rica, succeeded Bishop Jacinto Ordonez as leader of 
the small (5 congregations), autonomous church .... In the six annual conference ses
sions of the Methodist Church of Brazil five bishops were re-elected. They are 
Bishop Almir dos Santos of Rio de Janeiro, Bishop Alipio da Silva Lavoura of Sao 
Paulo, Bishop Oswaldo Dias da Silva of Campinas, Bishop Sady Machado da Silva of 
Porto Alegre and Bishop Wilbur K. Smith of Curitiba. The new bishop is the Rev. 
Moacyr Louzada Machado of Belo Horizonte . The re-election of Bishop Smith, the 



only mi ss ionary present ly serving as a bishop, poses a delicate problem for the 
World Divisi on which has told the Brazilian church it must assume responsibility for 
his support, in l ine wi th previously announced Division policy on missionaries serv
ing as a bi shop. Smi t h wi ll be withdrawn from missionary support as of March 1. 

Personnel. Ms. Jewel J . Tillis of Lakeland, Fla., has been named treasurer of the 
Women ' s Div i sion of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries. She is cur
rently Flor ida Conference chairperson for Women's Concerns of United Methodist Women 
and a member of the Florida Annual Conference Finance Committee. 

Africa . The nomination of Nathaniel Davis as Assistant Secretary of State for 
Afr ican Affairs by Secretary of State Henry Kissinger has evoked a storm of opposi
t ion by religious groups on Capitol Hill. During nomination hearings, the Rev. 
Edgar Loc kwood, director of the Washington Office on Africa, which is supported by 
six Protestant denominations including the United Methodist and United Presbyterian 
Churches, said his organization was "inevitably alarmed" over the nomination be
cause of Mr . Davis' lack of experience in Africa and the fact that he was U.S. am
bassador to Chile and, earlier, to Guatemala, during periods of heavy CIA involve
ment in those countries . A representative of the Maryknoll Sisters, who serve in 
Afr ica, testified that the objection of her order to the nomination "is prompted by 
a concern for the indignation and frustration it has aroused in Africa." 

Deaths . Retired United Methodist Bishop Paul E. Martin, 77, died in Dallas, Texas, 
after a long i llness. A native of Blossom, Texas, he was elected to the episcopacy 
i n 1944 and served as resident bishop of the Arkansas-Louisiana Area for 16 years 
and of the Houston area for eight years .... Theologian and former president of Union 
Theological Seminary, Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, who died in mid-February apparently 
of a heart ailment, and his wife Elizabeth, who died January 29 of an apparent over
does of barbituates, planned together to end their own lives in late January. 
Friends say Dr. Van Dusen, 77, vomited up the pills he took along with his wife. 
Mrs . Van Dusen, 80, had been sufferi ng from worsening arthritis, and Dr. Van Dusen 
had suff ered a stroke five years ago and was unable to speak. A letter from the 
couple stated that there are "too many helpless old people who without modern med
i cal care would have died. " The letter, addressed to friends and relatives, said 
"We hope that you will understand what we have done even though some of you will 
di sapprove of it and some will be disillusioned by it .... Nowadays it is difficult 
to die. We feel this way we are taking will become more usual and acceptable as 
the years pass." 

Mi ssion Education . The ambiguities of being a modern day Good Samaritan were dem
ostrated in New York recently. A Filipino Catholic priest who went to assist an 
apparent drunken derelict in New York was arrested for picking a decoy policeman's 
wall et . Father Carmelo Baltazar, who was not in clerical attire, was acquitted of 
t he charqes after he testified that he went to assist the ''derelict" and only took 
the man ' s wallet to check for identification; the derelict turned out to be a police
man of t he Manhattan anti-crime unit. "I'm not bitter," said Fr. Baltazar. "You 
fo rg i ve your enemi es. The police had a job to do. I understand that." He added 
that the arrest , i ncarceration and trial would help him as a prison chaplain when 
he goes back to t he Philippines after Easter. 
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~ EDITORIALSCIJ 
What Ends 

Require Such Means? 
Two emotionally upsetting issues cur

rently in the public eye-abortion and 
the Equal Rights Amendment-raise 
again the perennial question of the 
quality of discussion in American so
ciety and, particularly, the participation 
of religious groups in that discussion. 
Unfortunately, there is much to fault in 
both areas. 

We are not concerned here with the 
ERA or legalized abortion issue in 
themselves. We support both as matters 
of public policy but recognize serious 
arguments on the other side. The abor
tion question is particularly compli
cated and dealing adequately with the 
legal, ethical and religious questions in
volved has not always been one with 
notable success by partisans on either 
side. 

It is precisely because these issues are 
so important and so emotional that ra
tionality and restraint in public treat
ment of them is so important. Events 
such as the conviction in Boston of Dr. 
Kenneth Edelin for manslaughter while 
performing a legal abortion and the 
kind of arguments used to defeat ERA 
in several legislatures show that reason 
and restraint are in their usual short 
supply. 

A gentleman in Arkansas has ob
served that ERA "would promote runa
way fathers , crime, rape, illegitimacy, 
homosexuality, unfeminine women and 
unmasculine men, breakdown of the 
family, loss of much romance, sex and 
happiness, much legal confusion, loss of 
liberty to the federal government, 
promiscuity, irreparable damage to the 
main functions of both men and women, 
and other basic violations of God's laws 
and plan." This imposing array of 
charges is not untypical of arguments 
against ERA and is even milder than 
some we have read. 

Such arguments are a good example of 
what we might label the "apocalyptic 
or the-sky-is-falling syndrome" that 
seems to lie very near the surface of 
American life. Every social change 
seems 'l:o be regarded not a.i; a mixture 
of relative good and bad but as herald
ing either the coming of the Kingdom 
or the imminent triumph of Satan. ( If 
you think such rhetoric is farfetched, 
we would remind you that it was only a 

few years ago that many people were 
claiming with a straight face that the 
popular symbol of the anti-war move
ment was "the twisted cross" or "the 
devil's footprint," deriving from medi
eval witchcraft. ) 

It is only fitting that people should 
feel strongly about large public issues 
and that they should associate religious 
values with ethical questions. Neither 
neutrality nor "genteelism" should be 
advocated by Christians. What is ques
tionable is where religious backing 
serves to turn conviction into fanaticism 
and stifles debate by obscurantism. 

This is a recurrent danger to religion
ists and one that hould be totally 
antithetical to the spirit of love and 
reconciliation proclaimed by Christians. 
· Anti-abortionists have a number of 
reasons to be unhappy with the U.S. 
Supreme Court decision on the subject. 
Nevertheless, circulation of horror 
photographs of "murdered" fetuses and 
encouraging prosecution of doctors un
der novel or obscure statutes are not the 
means to make sound public policy. 
Indeed, they can only serve to divide 
and embitter the body politic on a sub
ject where reason and reconciliation 
are needed. 

Christians, or, any ethically concerned 
citizens, should not shrink from the pas
sionate arena of public issues. But they 
must constantly be wary that their con
duct does not become such that others 
will ask in dismay, "What are the ends 
that require such means?'' 

"Come, All Ye that Labor " 
On February 22 Alan Richardson, an 

important writer on Chlistian themes 
anp Dean of the Anglican Cathedral of 
St. Peter in York, England, collapsed 
and died as he was leading his congre
gation at Evensong. He was 69. 

Dean Richardson was a theologian 
who wrote with uncommon clarity and 
one of his themes was the Biblical Doc
trine of Work, a subject of particular 
importance these days when so many 
people are out of it. Richardson's study 
of the Bible emphasized that work was 
part of God's intention for human life, 
that it was good and wholesome, and 
it was not, as is commonly thought , a 
punishment for human sin. Richardson 
wrote that from a biblical point of view 

"a society in which men enjoy the op
portunities and rewards of work is a 
better society than one in which labor 
is frustrated, exploited or inadequately 
rewarded." 

Richardson's point of view seemed 
somewhat old-fashioned in the 1960's 
when many Christian writers were 
praising technology, science and "cyber
netics" which would bling about a 
workless paradise in which the "curse" 
of work would be lifted. Now it is clear 
that the paradise the technologists por
trayed has not arrived . While we do 
need to explore creative uses of leisure, 
and have a Christian theology which 
does not condemn leisure, it is just as 
important to affirm the necessity of 
work, its place in the order of God's 
creation. 

It is true that we have broadened 
considerably our understanding of what 
is work in our society today. A society 
in which more people are employed in 
services to others than in actual produc
tion of goods has already altered the 
definition of work far beyond the bibli
cal understanding. Most people today 
earn their living "by the sweat of their 
brow" only in a metaphorical sense. 

Work is important in society, more 
important than the technologists real
ized, but it is not all there is to life. 
Alan Richardson's study of this theme 
attempted to rescue the word vocation 
from the clutch of "vocational guidance 
insb-uctors." F rom the New Testament 
point of view, vocation and what one 
does for a living are not the same thing. 
No one is called by God, in the New 
Testament sense, to work that he or she 
is doing. St. Paul was not "called" by 
God to be a tent-maker but to be an 
apostle. Work well done is service 
rendered to God, but the vocation is 
essentially the same to everyone: a call
ing to repent, have faith, and be in 
service to Christ. "Our secular occupa
tions," wrote Richardson, "are to be re
garded not as ends in themselves but 
as means to the service of the King
dom of God." 

This is a liberating concept of work 
which needs to be heard in an age 
when the world of work has turned sour 
for many and when far too many of us 
have been brought up to define ourselves 
by what we do, whether "housewife" or 
"carpenter"--0r "unemployed." 





Today is Resurrection Sunday. M y 
first Easter in prison . Will it be 
my last, or will there be others 
like thi s? Imprisonment is much 

harder to bear when you don' t know 
how long it w ill last. The po liti ca l 
situation is becoming more and 
more difficult. Bits and pieces o f 
news reach us by variou s means, 
telling how the horizon is darken
ing for our country. What w ill they 
do w ith us? There is no optimisti c 
answer. But everyone is t rying not to 
create an atmosphere o f depression. 

Surely the regi me ca n' t continue 
to keep almost 10,000 po li t ica l pri
soners in its jail s. The contact be
tw een soldiers and pri soners could 
be fa tal fo r the governm ent. Both 
soldiers and officers are being shown 
a perspecti ve on the economi c, 
political and soci al situati on w hich 
w as completely unknow n to them 
before. On th e other hand, they 
ca n' t j ust free this number o f prison
ers in one day. Faced w ith such an 
impasse and pl agued by the m is ts 
of an uncertain future, Ch ristian 
fa ith takes on irreplaceable impor-
tance. · 

In here, it is much eas ier to un
derstand how th e men in th e Bib le 
fe lt, stripping themselves of eve ry
thing th at was superfluou s. Here, 
every day brings new wo rries. We 
fee l we have lost eve rything. Many 
of the prisoners have already hea rd 
th at they have los t th eir homes, their 
furn iture, and everyth ing they 
owned . Our fa mil ies are broken up. 
Many o f our children are wandering 
the streets, their fa ther in one pri -

son, their mother in another. 
What has the resu rrection o f Jesus 

Christ to say to us? It is st range, but 
in this kind of situati on, full of un 
certa inty and desti tut ion, the rel igi 
ous expe ri ence acqu ires a resonance 
w hich I never experi enced outside. 
Here we have nothing excep t our 
fa ith . Our ve ry li ves are precarious 
and uncertain . But Christ rose from 
the dead, and today is Easter Sunday. 
It is an appropriate moment to take 
a cri t ical look back ove r my own 
l ife. I have many reasons to be grate
ful to God and to my fe ll ow men. 
I have been given a fair pe rspective 
of the internal and externa l ignor
ance and mi se ry that makes men 
and women. I have had the oppor
tun ity to se rve as pasto r to some 
fi fteen churches. But I wonder 
w heth er this constantly changi ng 
and dynamic congregation fo rm ed 
by a mass of prisoners has no t been 
my best oppo rtunity for mi nistry. 
Certainl y it has been the mi nistry 
w ith the most suspense and adven
ture! A nd the congregation? Some 
go, oth ers come. There are all ki nds, 
w ith all temperaments. 

Moreover, we are liv ing here in 
a situation in w hich one's w ho le per
sonal ity is mo re receptive to the 
support w hich fa i th ca n b ring. I 
recognize that I have received the 
most extraordina ry support from 
many of these peopl e. In studying 
cer tai n prob lems on the ve ry fro ntier 
between theology and other 
sciences, I often longed fo r the col
laborat ion of a mathematicia n, or a 
phil osopher, o r a bio logist. Here I 

have had access to speciali sts in a 
w ho le range of disciplines. If I have 
gi ven anything, I have also received 
the benefits of a very rich inte ll ec
tua l and spi ritual sustenance. In all 
this, I am experiencing the potentia l 
of the resurrection . Our death to 
civi l l iberty, our captivity, our exi le 
from all politica l and mi ss ionary ac
ti v ity, is enri ched by the fo rcefu l 
and dynami c life that comes fro m 
human encounter. 

In everything that happens among 
this captive peop le, there are signs 
of th e birthpangs o f a new life. Re
demption is a new creation . To be 
present is a privi lege w hi ch we can 
no t alw ays enjoy. In the midst of 
des titution , the freedom w hich God 
gives to the captives acquires an 
indescribable power. Just as Christ's 
tomb burst under the fo rce o f the 
un containable power of l i fe, th e 
pri son wa ll s crumb le at the fo rce 
of th e faith and comm union of th e 
bro thers. The abunaance of unmis
takab le presence open s the pr ison 
doo rs and we experi ence th e light 
o f a freedom which no one can 
snatch from us, for it is th e freedom 
of God. Fo r a moment, I can fee l 
w ithin our hut th e smell of th e 
Roman catacombs, and in th e face 
of each pri soner and in the li ght 
of hi s eyes I can see the refl ection 
of a fa ith w hich is a pro mise and a 
hope. W e have to meet together, 
despite th e res tr ict ions. Th is atm os
phere w hich surrounds us demands 
th at w e get togeth er. We do so, 
despite th e poss ible consequences. 

Our conf isca ted belongings have 
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not been returned to us. All we have 
is our camp beds, our blankets and 
the clothes we are wearing. There 
is not a single cup. If you want water 
you must drink directly from the 
tap at the sink. But a score of Chris
tian prisoners experienced the joy 
of celebrating communion-without 
bread or wine. The communion of 
empty hands, of the captives, of the 
des ~itute, the exiles and the op
pressed. But never before had we 
experienced so clearly the weight of 
eternity erupting in our historical 
time. The non-Christians said : " We 
will help you ; we will talk quietly 
so that you can meet." They formed 
an in formal group close to the 
guards and provided the curtain of 
ordinary conversation which allowed 

Near to us, one of the prisoners 
sitting on a camp bed kept a cau
tious eye on the guard, ready to 
warn us should the barred door, 
which we couldn ' t see, open. "Christ 
will accept our celebration," com
mented one of the new brothers 
who had the task of passing the word 
about the service. " It doesn't matter 
that we haven ' t got the right things ; 
what matters is that we do it with 
sincerity." 

" This meal in which we take 
part," I said , " reminds us of the 
prison, the torture, the death and 
final victory of the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. He asked us to remem
ber him by repeating this act in a 
spirit of fellowship . The bread, 
which we do not have today but 

"The bread, which we do not 
have today but which is present 
in the spirit of Jesus Christ, is 
the body which he gave for h u
manity. The fact that we have 
none represents the hunger of 

millions." 

us to concentrate. Too dense a sil
ence would have drawn the guards' 
attention as surely as the lone voice 
of the preacher. We had been 
warned that any meeting which was 
not simply for ordinary informal 
conversation would be severely 
punished. " We have no bread, nor 
water to use instead of wine," I told 
them, " but we wi ll act as though we 
had." "Like when we were kids," 
said one boy who was no older 
than nineteen, a member of a team 
of militants who had been con
demned for more than thirty years. 
" In my tow n, we used to play at 
visitors, and drank mate (aromatic 
tea) for hours on end ." "It w ill be 
just like that," I answered him, " you 
know that Christ asks us to act with 
the simplicity of children ." 

which is present in the spirit of 
Jesus Christ, is the body which he 
gave for humanity. The fact that we 
have none represents very well the 
lack of bread in the hunger of so 
many millions of human beings. 
When Christ distributed it among 
his disciples, or when he fed the 
people, he revealed the will of God 
that all should have bread. The wine, 
which 0e don' t have today, is his 
blood, present in the light of our 
faith . Christ poured it out for us, to 
move us towards freedom, in the 
long march for justice. 

God made all men of one blood, 
as it says in the Bible. The blood of 
Christ represents our dream of a 
united humanity, of a just society, 
without difference of race or class." 

I asked if any of the comrades 
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wished to say anything. A man of 
about sixty, whose daughter had 
died fighting with the guerrillas, 
said : " I think this communion 
means that our dead are alive. They 
have given their bodies and their 
blood, making Christ's sacrifice their 
own. I believe in the resurrection of 
our dead and I feel their presence 
among us. " There was a silence 
which no one dared to break. "This 
communion,'' I said after a moment, 
"is not only a communion between 
us here, but a communion with all 
the brothers in the Church who are 
outside, not only with those who 
live but with those who have already 
died, but still more, it is a com
munion with those who will come 
after us and who will be faithful to 
Jesus Christ. " I held out my empty 
hand to the first person on my right, 
and placed it over this open hand, 
and the same with the others. "Take, 
eat, this is my body which is given 
for you ; do this in remembrance of 
me." Afterwards, all of us raised our 
hands to our mouths, receiving the 
body of Christ in silence. "Take, 
drink, this is the blood of Christ 
which was shed to seal the new 
covenant of God with men. Let us 
give thanks, sure that Christ is here 
with us, strengthening us." 

We gave thanks to God, and 
finally stood up and embraced each 
other. A while later, another non- ' 
Christian prisoner said to me : "You 
people have something special, 
which I would like to have. I would 
like to talk with you later." The 
father of the dead girl came up to 
me and said : " Pastor, this was a real 
experience! I believe that today I 
discovered what faith is. I have been 
to services before, but nothing ever 
got through to me. Now, I believe 
that I am on the road ." 

" Two men to go and get the 
pans!" shouted a soldier through the 
bars. There was meat for lunch that 
day. This too was a real event. The 
tension we lived gave every little 
sign a psychological or political 
significance. " It seems that they're 
letting up," said another prisoner. 
" Let's see how long it lasts ... " • 

This account, from Latin America, ap
peared in the monthly letter about 
evangelism of the World Council of 
Churches. 





AN AMERICAN BISHOP IN NORTH VIET NA 
Paul A. Washburn 

W e reached Hanoi late Satur
day afternoon, November 

23 , 1974. Since our plane was six 
hours late the flowers presented to 
us by the reception committee were 
a bit wilted but they were the first 
sign of the gracious hospitality 
which we were to experience 
throughout the twelve days of our 
sojourn in that country with which 
we are sti ll at war. 

The invitation prompting five 
United States churchmen to v1s1t 
North Viet Nam had come from that 
country's Committee on Solidarity 
With the American People. That 
commit tee is one of many Viet
namese " mass" movements. Such 
movements gain authorization only 
if th ey espouse some single and 
unique purpose. The purpose of this 
Committee is to build bridges of 
understanding and friendship be
tween the people of the United 
States and the people of the Demo
crati c Republic of Viet Nam. Its 
members contribute out of private 
rese rves all the money they spend 
in hosting delegations from the 
United States. To date almost 300 
U.S. citizens have been guests of 
the committee in the committee's 
fatherland. But our delegation was 
the first one made up of persons 
from America 's mainline churches. 

Andrew Grutka, Catholi c Bishop 
of Gary, Indiana, Paul Gregory, Mis
sions Executive of the United 
Church of Christ, James Gittings, 
United Presbyterian editor of A D, 
Don Luce, Director of Clergy and 
Laymen Concerned, and I, as Presi
dent of the Board of Global Minis
tries of The United Methodist 
Church, were the members of the 
delegation. Travel expenses were 
paid by our several churches but 
while in North Viet Nam the com
mittee provided for our housi ng, 
food and transportation . 

Before leaving on th is journey we 
requested and rece ived permission 
to travel in North Viet Nam from the 
Department of State of our own 
country. We wanted our government 
to have full knowl edge of what we 
were undertaking. 



While still at the airport, and after 
official greetings, we learned of the 
program planned for us : visits with 
government officials at village, dis
trict, provincial and national levels, 
visits to cultural events including a 
circus, two dramatic performan ces 
(one an opera), national shrines, 
parks and museums, visits with 
Catholic, Protestant and Buddhist 
leaders, visits to places devastated 
by bombings and visits to farm and 
craft cooperatives. At this very first 
meeting we asked for a meeting with 
the Prime Minister, a request which 
later was granted. 

At this same first meeting we 
also asked about Persons Missing in 
Action . No immediate answer to this 
inquiry was forthcoming but later in 
the week the answer came. We were 
told of a recent announcement made 
in Bangkok by the MIA Commission 
that the number of Persons Missing 
In Action is greatly reduced , that 
the government of North Viet Nam 
has no additional information about 
them and that it might be profitable 
to address our question to the gov
ernments of Cambodia and Laos. 

Invariably we heard from govern
ment officials that we were welcome 
as representatives of the peaceful 
people in the United States. Those 
officials wou ld say " We make a clear 
distinction between the aggressors, 
the militarists, of the U.S. and the 
peace-loving people of the U.S. We 
welcome you as persons who op
posed your government's participa
tion in the war in Viet Nam." 
Probably their making of such a dis
tinction helped them to receive us 
warmly but there were many mo
ments when I knew the distinction 
to be a vast oversimplification of my 
own condition . 

When we visited the wreckage of 
a B-52 bomber lying in a small pond 
I thought about the suffering in
flicted by the operation of that ma
chine but I also thought about fellow 
Americans who lost their lives in 
that crash and found my sympathies 
lying on both sides of the conflict. 
Besides, by paying taxes, I had 
shared in the purchase of the B-52 
and its devastating load. 

The bombed-out church of Phat Diem, North Vietnam. 

When we visited a monument in 
Kham Tien , a residential area total
ly destroyed by carpe t-bombing on 
Christmas Eve of 1972, I was bewil
dered again . The monument pre
sents a Vietnamese mother cradling 
a dead child in her arms. Her foot is 
pressing down upon a piece of 
metal with the letters U .S.A .F. 
stamped into it. On the monolith 
back of the figure there is an inscrip
tion which reads, " Supreme Hatred 
To The U.S. Aggressors." I was not in 
favor of that bombing. In fact, I 
wrote the President protesting it but 
at Kham Tien I could not honestly 
deny my involvement with " The 
U.S. Aggressors". 

That same afternoon we went to 
Bach Mai Hospital. It was once a 
hospital with 900 beds. Now it has 
200. It is being reconstructed slowly 
but much of it sti ll lies in ruins. It 
was the target of at least three pro
longed bombing raids-the last one 
at Christmas 1972. I was appalled 
at what I saw but at the same time 
I knew I had helped to do it, not by 
active but by passive participation . 

The discomfort our team members 
felt was more than uneasiness about 
Vietnamese officia ls separating us, 
even ideologically, out of the United 
States involvement in the war. Our 
discomfort was and is with wa r it
self. War must be eliminated. Its 
machines are too deadly. Its acci
dents are too senseless. Its conse
quenses are exceedingly expensive, 
and in the case of Viet Nam, enti re
ly inconclusive. 

If the bombings in North Viet 
Nam were aimed at military targets 
why were so many homes, schools, 
churches, hospitals and dykes 
bombed? If the bombing was in
tended to destroy the morale of the 
peop le, it fai led utterly. One of the 
facts of which the people there are 
very proud is that production went 
right on during the bombing and 
the yield was even increased under 
such circumstances. 

At each of the cooperatives we 
visited the Administrative Council 
was waiting for us in a reception 
hall. In each place the chairperson 
would speak an extended welcome; 
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Bishop Washburn 
talks to four Vietnamese 

doctors (tilree 
women and one 

man) at the hospital 
at Hai Duong. 
Right, Roman 

Catholic Bishop 
Andrew Grutka, 
from Indiana, is 
shown with the 

Auxiliary Bishop of 
Hanoi. 

always recognizing us as " peaceful 
Americans" and always telling us of 
how life for the members of the 
cooperative has improved under 
their Socialist regime. In one village 
the chairman read a long list of be
fore and after statistics. They were 
impressive. 

Ho Chi Minh is the patron saint of 
Vietnamese socia lism . He is quoted 
more frequently by his followers 
than Jesus is quoted by Christians. 
His picture is prominently displayed. 
A masoleum is under construction 
in Hanoi where Ho Chi Minh's 
body will lie in state much as Lenin 's 
body does in Moscow. 

In the reception halls of coopera
tives, villages, districts and provinces 
one sees award banners ea rned by 
the people . Many of them contain 
quotations from Ho Chi Minh. One 
of them listed the five-fold advice 
of Ho Chi M inh to all Vietnamese. 
Advice which the people there had 
followed. They were praised for be
ing industrious, thrifty, pure, se rvants 
of the people and for showing love 
to the Fatherland. 

After welcomi ng speeches usually 
we were served tea, coffee, bananas, 
and sometimes oranges and candy. 

Following such repasts field trips 
were in order. One cooperative 
specialized in growing rice and pigs. 
Hundreds of women and men were 
wading knee deep in mud and water 
preparing the fields for planting. 
Several young women were wading 
in another paddy harvesting food 
for the pigs. The pigs looked clean 
and fat. Within that cooperative 5% 
of the land was the private property 
of the families and used for dwelling 
places and gardens. Out of the in
come from the cooperative lands 
20% goes to the government and 
the other 80% belongs to the peo
ple who work the land. All workers 
we saw seemed to be industrious 
and happy. Thi s year there is much 
jubi lation over an abundant harvest 
of rice. North Viet Nam has enough 
food if not a great variety of foods. 
Starvation is unknown there. 

The Vietnamese are a cultured 
people. Their Museum of Natural 
History in Hanoi celebrated their 
past-a past punctuated with fre
quent need to defend the father
land. Many archeological explora
tions are under way at this time. 
Th e collection of artifacts displays 
the richness of their heritage. 
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At Hai Duong and at Phat Diem 
special theatre performances were 
staged in our honor. At Hai Duong 
voca l soloi sts, instrumentalists, an 
orchestra and a short opera were 
presented. The work was built 
around the idea of the high cost of 
polygamy for the polygamist. At the 
other theatre the musical drama took 
its theme from Vietnamese revolu
tion against French colonialism . 
Actresses and actors were very ski 11-
fu I and when , after the performance, 
we went on stage to greet them we 
discove red that all of them had cal
loused hands from hard labor in 
the fields. The players were the 
workers. 

A splendid health care delivery 
system is working well in North 
Viet Nam. There is an amazing em
phasis on preventative medicine. 
Pure wate r and sanitary facilities are 
high priorities throughout the na
tion . Immunization against disease 
is effectively administered. Tradi
tional and modern medicine are 
honored and practitioners of both 
work side by side . A network of 
district clinics, provincial hospitals 
and national hospitals serve the peo
ple. Among the doctors there are 
many ski ll ed and specialized women 
physicians. 

North Viet Nam's Constitution 
provides for freedom of religion . 
Ho Chi Minh proposed this. We 
attended Mass twice in the Hanoi 
Cathedra l and once in a parish 
church at Hai Duong. We attended 
worship at a Protestant church in 
Hanoi and paused to visit a second 
Protes tant church just reconstructed 
at public expense, The amazingly 
beautiful cathedral at Phat Diem, 
very immense and very Vietnamese, 
has also been rebuilt at public ex
pense. We also visited a Buddhist 
temple. One leader of each of these 
religious communities has a seat in 
the National Assembly. 

The second Mass in the Hanoi 
Cathedral began at 6:00 a.m. It was 
standing room only on both the 
Sundays we were there . Persons of 
all ages were in attendance. We 
were told it had been the same at 
the 4 :30 a.m. Mass. In the parish 
church Mass started at 5 :00 a.m. 
and that church was filled , with even 
a percussion band on hand to greet 
us. The Protestant services were 
typical but not well attended. The 



leadership, however, seemed com
petent and relevant. 

After Mass on the first Sunday, 
hundreds of men, women and chil
dren gathered around us as we 
moved toward our cars. On the 
steps we paused to sing for them, 

He rules the world 
With truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 

and wonders of His love. 
In some places we found govern

ment officials very concerned about 
the Church , especially about the 
limited number of priests and candi
dates for priesthood . In one Diocese 
there are 63 parishes and only 13 
priests . The 52-year-old Auxiliary 
Bishop of Hanoi , who had just re
turned from the Synod of Bishops in 
Rome, expressed the same concern . 

Probably the most influential gov
ernment officials we met were the 
governors of two Provinces, the 
editor of the People' s Daily, the 
Director of Health and the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Pham Van Dong. The 
Prime Minister came to the entrance 
to greet us and then escorted us to . 
a reception hall. His welcome was 
friendly and sincere as he expressed 
appreciation for our presence as re
ligious leaders in his country. 
Though a Marxist, he emphasized 
several " spiritual " values. We had 
been asked, prior to our meeting 
with him, to submit the questions 
we would ask. Our main question 
was about the Paris Agreement. His 
rep ly was very important. He said , 
" The keeping of that Agreement is 
a matter of conscience and the con
science of the United States about 
the agreement needs quickening. It 
is a spiritual problem." What could 
we say? I did say that our delega
tion believed that he who loves God 
must love his brothers and sisters 
also . All of us owned our common 
humanity in that moment. He 
thanked us again, wished us health 
and a safe journey homeward, em
braced each of us and escorted us 
to our cars. 

The climax of our visit to North 
Viet Nam had come. • 

Bishop Paul A. Washburn is episcopal 
leader of the Chicago Area of the 
United Methodist Church and president 
of the denomination's Board of Global 
Mins tries. 

.. Alf ~t <!hua ~rai yeu thuana the 9tan 

bi ban t!on cua llgat. hail cho he at tin 
khons bt hu s bat N1 · 

~( . ,. 

The pastor of a Protestant church in Hanoi preaches before a large sign which 
quotes John 3:16, "For God so loved the world . ... " Bottom, the remains of an 
American bomber lie in a pond in the outskirts of Hanoi. 
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Douglas Hostetter A mericans have had a special 
relationship to Vietnam for 
10 yea rs now. Actually, our 

govern ment has been involved in 
Indochina fo r we ll over 20 years, but 
most Amer icans were unaware that 
t he country even existed until early 
1964 when American jets first started 
bombing North Vietnam . Pentagon 
figures declassified about a year ago 
reveal that the United States had 
dropped about 6.5 million tons of 
explosives in Indochina by the end 
of 1972. Statistics are always difficult 
to deal with , but 6.5 million tons of 
exp losives is over three times the 
tota l amount of exp losives w hich 
we used during Worl d War II in 
both the European and Asian the
aters. It averages out to a little over 
250 pounds of explosives for every 
man, woman and chi ld in Indochi na. 
The American Air Force used more 
exp losives during the eleven days of 
intensive bombing of the major 
cities of North Vietnam during 
Christmas 1972 than Nazi Germany 
used agai nst Britain during the en
tire World War II. 

North Vietnam has been at peace 
for two years now and is now be
ginning the formidable task of trying 
to rebuild the country. (The war 
continues in South Vietnam and 
Cambodia-the American soldier is 
no longer involved there directly, 
but we are still sending advisors, 
buying planes, bombs and guns to 
the tune of over three billion dollars 
a year.) It is hard to imagine the 
reconstruction jobs which need to 
be done-hospitals, schools, fac
tories, libraries, churches, roads, 
bridges and homes. Bomb craters 
must be filled , damaged dykes and 
dams repaired and thousands of un
exploded bombs must be defused . 

A short walk through Kham Thien 
Street in Hanoi is an excellent way 
to see some of the problems which 
must be faced . Kham Thien is the 
main street of a working class resi
dential district in Hanoi which was 
carpet bombed at 10:30 p.m . the 
day after Chri stmas 1972-tw o 
months after former President Nixon 
told us that Peace was at hand . Dur
ing one B-52 raid which lasted less 



than five minutes, 639 fa mili es lost 
their homes. A swath , 500 ya rds wi de 
and 1,200 ya rds long, si mp ly dis
appeared from the middle of th is 
community. Fortunately, casualties 
w ere relatively low because all of 
the children, non-essentia l adul ts 
and old people had been evacuated 
soon after th e start o f th e intensive 
bombing of Hanoi eight days ea rli er. 
Most o f the casualt ies we re young 
people w ho had vo lun teered to stay 
behind to keep the fac to ri es runnin g. 

The vic tims ca n never be rep laced 
but the entire area ca n and must be 
res to red . Th e community has al ready 
fill ed in the hundreds of bomb 
craters and is in the process of re
building th eir homes and shops. 

A second illustrati on of the needs 
can be seen by a tour o f Bach M ai 
Hosp ita l at th e edge of Hanoi . Bach 
Mai was the largest hospital in all 
o f Indochina. Actu ally Bach Mai was 
not sim ply a hospi ta l, but an enti re 
institute composed of ove r 50 bui ld
ings · coverin g a 341/2 acre com
pound. At pea k capacity, Bach Mai 
had 1,150 in-pati ents, 200 staff and 
800 medi cal stud ents and res idents 
in training. On th e night of Decem
ber 22, 1972, thirty bombs from 
B-52 bombers landed w ithin the 
hospital ground s. The entire hos
pital was a shambles. W ate r, sewage 
and electri ca l lines were inter
mingled through the w reckage
slabs o f rein fo rced concrete from 
the upper stori es o f some of the 
w ards had fallen on the bomb shel
ters making rescue d ifficul t. It took 
fi ve days w ith cranes and work 
crews working around the clock 
simply to rescue the trapped and 
wounded. 

But Bach M ai is onl y one of the 
hundreds of institu tions w hich have 
been destroyed during the eight 
yea rs of Ameri ca n bombing in North 
Vietnam. During the las t nine months 
of the bombing in th e North , ove r 90 
medica l install at ions we re bombed 
including 40 hospital s. Th e Min
istry o f Edu ca tion in No rth V ietnam 
repo rts that ove r 4,000 primary and 
secondary schoo ls or kinderga rtens 
have been damaged o r des troyed by 
the bombing. 

It would be ni ce i f we could say 
that as Christians we have not been 
involved in th is destru ction. But un
fo rtunately, all of us as Americans 
have been invo lved. M ost of us 
vo ted fo r the leaders w ho took us 
deeper and deeper in to thi s war, 

"It would be nice if 
we could say that as Christians 

we have not been involved 
in this destruction." 

Top, 37 percent of all wa r injuries in North Vietnam were accompanied by ear 
injuries caused by close proximity to bomb explosions. Here, children with such 
injuries are learning to hear with the he lp of audiometers purchased by Americans 
through the Bach Mai Re lief Fund. Bottom, Nguyen Hung, 10 years old, from Trieu 
Thuong village in Quang Tri Province, was injured by a previously unexploded 
"guava" bomb on the afternoon of September 1, 1974, as he was taking his water
buffalo out to graze. 
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Two years after the Christmas 
bombing, Bach Mai hospital 

(right and opposite page, top right) 
has about 300 beds in operation 

and reconstruction is moving 
ahead on those buildings not 

completely destroyed. The 
hospital formerly had 1,150 
patients. Below, a woman 

from the Tan Hoa Bicycle 
Collective carefully cuts bicycle 

rims from the shell of a 
"Mother Bomb", which 
is shown in foreground. 

The "mother bombs" held 
665 baseball sized anti

personnel bomblets, nicknamed 
guava bombs. 

and all of us helped to pay for it 
with our taxes. Forty percent of your 
personal income taxes during the 
last ten years has been used directly 
for the Indochina war. This means 
that if you we re paying $2,000 in 
personal income taxes per year, you 
were personally paying $800 every 
yea r for the war-the cost of one 
ton of B-52 bombs. Two years ago 
the United States Government 
pledged in the Paris Accords to 
" contribute to healing the wounds 
of war and to post war reconstruc
tion of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam (North Vietnam) and 
througho ut Indochina. " Unfortu
nately, this pledge, like much of the 
rest of the Paris Accords, has never 
been implemented . 

We have always affirmed through 
our faith the possibilities of re
pentance and conversion (the cessa
tion of the ways of death and the 
beginning of new life). While we 
do have a regrettable history to live 
with, there is now the opportunity 
for us as Christians and more par
ticularly as United Methodists to 
relate in new ways to the people of 
North Vietnam . After 10 years of 
seeing these people as our enemies 
and helping to pay for their destruc
tion , we can now try to learn to 
know them as friends and assist in 
healing some of the old wounds. 
Through the World Council of 
Churches' Fund for Reconstruction 
and Reconciliation (FRRI ) we have 
been asked by the North Vietnamese 
Red Cross Society to assist in the 
rebuilding of the Hai Duong Hos-
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pita! nea r the city of Hai Phong. The 
Hai Duong Hospital was bombed 
on May 24, 1972 and is still operat
ing at only 60% of its previous 
capacity. Almost all of the buildings 
and much of the equipment must 
be replaced. The FRRI has pledged 
$2 million towards the reconstruc
tion and re-eq uipping of Hai Duong 
Hospital. UMCOR has pledged 
$500,000 to the fund (which will be 
used for reconstruction in North 
Vietnam, Saigon controlled areas, 
and PRG areas of South Vietnam. 
Th e remaining amount will be di
vided between Laos and Cambodia) 
of wh ich $400,000 has already been 
given from existing funds. The re
maining $100,000 is urgently needed 
so that purchasing can proceed on 
th e new equipment for the hospital. 

But Hai Duong is only one of 
more than 40 hospitals bombed in 
1972. The FRRI hopes to make a 
second appeal so that other insti
tutions can be rebuilt as soon as the 
original appeal has been fulfilled . 
The reconstruction of Hai Duong 
Hospita l is desperately needed by 
the people of Hai Hung province, 
but perhaps it is even more impor
tant here in America-for the re
building of Hai Duong will signal a 
new era, the beginning of a new 

· relationship between us and the 
people of North Vietnam. • 

Douglas Hostetter is on the staff of the 
United Methodist Office at the United 
Nations, deal ing with Asia and peace. A 
Vietnam specialist, he recently visited 
North Vietnam. 
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E: xperts on agricultura l de
velopment have ap
proached farmers in Third 
World countries th e world 

over arm ed with everythin g from 
techniques to tractors, from land 
refo rm schemes to ferti I izers. Crop 
yields in many count ries have 
doubled and trip led. But to date, 
none of it has been enough . Th e 
problems are many, in cluding un
eq ual distribution of materi al re
sources among th e ri ch and the 
poor, and exp loding populations. 

Nevertheless, few people today 
doubt the ove rall beneficience of 
deve lopmental effo rts. Th e recipi
ents, th ey beli eve, at least are not 
regress ing. But fo r a signifi cant pro
portion of th e world 's peoples 
" development" has been a negat ive 
experience : for rural women it has 
usuall y meant work ing harder for 
less. 

Ironically, rura l women also con
stitute about ha lf of th e wo rld 's 
agricultural work force. By all rights 
they shou ld be part o f the so lution 
to wo rld hunger. According to th e 
In ternational Labor Organizat ion, 49 
percent of the economi ca ll y act ive 
female popu lation on the African 
continent is employed in agricul 
ture; in Asia the average percentage 
is 52 percent; and in th e USSR th e 
figure is 46 percent. Wh ile in many 
countries they work under the direc
tion of men, in nations as diverse as 
Yugos lavia and Laos women may be 
the sole farmers. 

Elaine Magalis 

In Africa, where subsistence farm
ing is st ill the rule , 60 to 80 percent 
of all agricu ltural labor is women's 
work, and women are usual ly in 
charge of food production for their 
fam ili es. But sin ce agricu ltural de
ve lopment programs have almost al
ways been di rected toward s men, 
they also work without the benefit 
of modern farmi ng methods- tilling 
the land in the same way as their 
mothers and grandmothers before 
them. 

In the meantime milli ons of peo
ple continue to be hungry and mal
nourished-and world leaders con
tinue to clamor fo r more ag ricultural 
development. While the situation 
varies wide ly from continent to con
tinent and from count ry to cou ntry, 
the African example is instruct ive of 
the damage done to women and to 
a hungry wor ld by development 
p lans that bypass women or, wo rse, 
include them in des tructive ways. 

In mu ch of Africa women have 
traditiona ll y done th e farming. Men 
were responsible for hunting and all 
the acti v iti es of wa r, and in some 
p laces for the felling of trees and 
clearing of land. Women's wo rk and 
men's wo rk were clea rl y distin
guished and because of th e impor
tance of their rol e to th e w hole com
munity, women had considerab le 
status. Thou gh th e land was usually 
held in common by the commu nity, 
they controlled its use and any extra 
produce they raised was theirs to 
se ll and the p rofits theirs to do wi th 

20 [ 124) New World Outlook • March 1975 

as they pleased . Women tended to 
be economically independent. 

With the coming of the European 
and th e missionary, all of this 'began 
to change. The hunting and war ac
ti v iti es of the men were severely cur
tail ed, and the colonizers wondered 
at the consequent " laziness" of the 
African mal e. To Western thinking 
farming was not "woman 's work." 
Th e schools they established taught 
agricultural skill s to the men, and 
home-ma kin g skills to the women. 
While women continued to raise 
food for their families, only men 
we re taught new methods and given 
fe rtili ze rs and machinery. Only men 
were expected to rai se cash crops. 
Unfortunately, thi s pi cture has not 
changed significantly over the last 
century or more. 

At the same time as the schools 
have downgraded woman's rol e out
si de the home, they have elevated 
her ro le w ithin the home-~special
ly as the bea rer and nurturer of 
children. And though women have 
been encouraged to get an educa
tion, as in the West most of the 
effort has gone into the boy's edu
cat ion. Girls have only rarely been 
expected to advance beyond a cer
tain point. Children are needed at 
home to contribute to th e economic 
we lfare of their fa milies. If a sacrifice 
is to be made, a boy child will cer
tai nly be sent to schoo l before a 
girl chi ld . He has an economic fu
ture in the changing world outside 
- there are jobs awa it ing him in the 





social and economic structures of a 
new society. 

But even this is not the end of it. 
Western-inspired land reform has 
taken the land out of women 's hands 
and placed it in those of men . With 
the introduction of private owner
ship, communa l land is sold-and 
men, with the money ga ined from 
cash crops or from wage labor avail
able to them as men, have been the 
buyers . Frequently, the land has 
simply been assigned to them . The 
women may continue to do the 
hard, grueling work of cultivating, 
planting and harvesting it, but the 
rewards-the economic independ
ence and social status that went wi th 
it-are no longer theirs. 

In many parts of Africa, women 
continue to do the work because 
farm labor is st ill thou ght of as wom
an 's work-despite the com ing and 
going of the white man . In addition, 

the men have left the rural areas to 
go into urban centers in search of 
better prospects, leavi ng the women 
to assume their responsibilities, and 
doubling their workload. A 1969 
survey in Kenya, for example, 
showed 525,000 rural households 
headed by women. Sometimes the 
hu sba nd may be ab le to send part 
of hi s wages back to the village, but 
in the overcrowded cities he is fre
quently unable to get a job. Some 
experts, incidentally, estimate that 
about one-third of all families in the 
wor ld are headed by women-not 
men. 

The work day of the African rural 
woman is long and hard . The most 
frequently cited example is the one 
to three hours women may spend 
just fetching water, or the hour or 
more collecting firewood . Both tasks 
involve miles of walking, usually 
w ith a baby on her back, and 



with th hea jug of wat r or 
bundle of stick balanc d pr can
ou ly on h r h ad noth r hour 
and a half or mor will b 
pounding or grinding grain and 
v g tabl , and work in the f1 Id
ploughing, planting and ho ing
w1ll tak up about nine and a half 
hour mor in the hot un, again 
with a baby on her back or sl ping 
in an 1mprov1sed cradle nearby. 
t p1cal day for rural women in Zam
bia la t fift n or 1 te n hours ac
cording to a workshop group spon-
or d by th United ations 

Economic Comm1s ion for fnca . 
tudy in waziland show d that 90 

perc nt of rural worn n work right 
through pregnancy, a pra tice that 
can be harmful both to them and to 
their childr n. 

Ev n when modern innovation 
tou h worn n farm rs directly, th ir 
re ult can be d I teriou . Int n 1ve 
agncultur to m t th ne d of 
growing populations may r quire 
mor time to be given to ta ks l1k 
w ding-trad1t1onally woman's 
work. ne ur ey howed that in a 
traditional village in the Central 

fr1can R public worn n p rform d 
SS p re nt of the agricultural labor; 
in a village wh re " improved farm
ing t chniqu " were in u , they 
did 68 p rcent of the work . 

ore inten ive farming also means 
increa ed defore tat1on, and the ne
ce it of walking greater di tance 
to collect fir wood . In a village in 
Zair it was found that th introduc
tion of poultry required ub tantial-
1 more cl an water, multipl ing th 
hour women gave to fetching and 
carr ing it. 

ot con idering women in agricul
tural d v lopment training and 
ch m mean that their output a 

producer i going to be lo in a 
world that r quir all the food it 
can g t. It ma and often doe re-
ult in their I aving the rural areas 

altog th r to become part of 
ploding urban population . It al o 
re ult in their turning again t inno
\at1on and change of an kind ince 
their e'<perience ha been that onl 1 

mor drudgery and 10\ ered tatu 
and fre dom come of it. If the 
ta in the rural area , the pass their 

attitude on to their children-e pe
c1all th ir daughter -further re
tarding development efforts. 

It 1 impo 1ble to e timate ho 
dama in thi kind of "de elop-

ment'' has b n to women's self-
teem in many Third World coun

tne . If they r main farmers, th irs is 
a " backward" and menial kind of 
farming n xt to that of th male cash 
crop farmer . They ar not " progres
sive", th ir contribution, of immense 
importance in the past, is now 
viewed as insubstantial and of little 
significance to th dev lopm nt of 
the community. 

If, on the other hand, they reti r 
into their horn s, th ir social status 
come gradually to dep nd ntirely 
on that of th ir husbands and on 
the number and s x of the children 
they bear. If they go into the cities 
eeking Jobs th y will most likely 

become s rvants or prostitut s. This 
i especially true with the shortage 
of jobs endemic to soci ties with a 
low degree of industrial d velop
ment since high rat s of unemploy
ment usually mean that men will be 
hir d first. Paradoxically, underde
velopment in the industrial sector is 
d1r ctly relat d to und rdevelop
ment in the agricultural sector, a 
problem woman's inclusion in the 
rural development process might 
hav helped to sol e in the first 
place. 

Perhaps the most often com
mented-on area where women have 
not been invol ed when they should 
have been the fir t to be consulted i 
in family planning efforts. Here too, 
economic development can be a 
negative force. here it has been 
a urned by many that economic 
progre s mean lowered birth rates, 
the complexities of chang in differ
ent ocieties defy a simple analysis. 
In the beginning economic d velop
ment can even mean increased pop
ulation growth. 

Constraints and limitations on 
o erpopulation are built into tradi
tional cultures and tend to keep bal
ances betv een population and re
source more or less constant. But 
with development comes a massive 
uphea al in cultural mores. The 
stricture of the traditional society 
are no longer enforceable. At the 
ame time, families caught up in 

change ee their world e panding
a situation that may inspire both 
hope and an iet . In the face of the 
unkno n, they may try to maximize 
their re ources by having more chil
dren, e pecially boy children. Ex
panding economic possibilities mean 
that more children may be able to 

produce mor or earn more wages, 
and thus increase family income. 

Women as bearers of children are 
specially aff cted by the social 

changes that accompany economic 
d v lopm nt. The Western assump
tion that woman's place is in the 
home not only takes her out of the 
developm ntal process and slows it, 
but encourag s increased fertility. 
Trad1t1onal strictur s against inter
cour while children ar nursing 
are brok n down with Western in
novations lik bottle-feeding and 
cutting short the time of nursing. 
Ironically, ven the absence of men 
from their villages for six and more 
months of the year while they pur
sue wag labor, means more chil
dren because it breaks down the 
traditional spacing mechanisms that 
operate to ke p birth rates low. 

What is finally becoming apparent 
is that efforts at population control 
have not succeeded because they 
have not been undertaken in the 
total context of development-po
litical, economic, cultural and social. 
The well-being and aspirations of 
the individuals involved, especially 
worn n, hav been ignored. Men 
have made th decisions-too often 
in the context of industrialization or 
increased G P, and too infrequently 
with regard to the better quality of 
life that should be the goal of all 
development. Women have the 
babies : they also must be involved 
in the creation and implementation 
of family planning policies-for their 
own benefit, their children's and 
that of the whole community. 

Over the last few years there has 
been a growing awareness in some 
circles of the effects of development 
plans on women-and the failure to 
include them in most such plans. 
United ations agencies are calling 
attention to the problem in meetings 
and workshops. Statistical data, 
though still sparse, is being col
lected; and programs are being 
planned. The "integration of women 
in development" is one of the sev
eral emphases of International Wom
en's Year. However, it will probably 
be several years before any evalua
tion can be made of actual change 
in the procedures of United ations 
organizations. 

In the United States a recently en
acted amendment to the U.S. For
eign Assistance Act (usually called 
the Percy Amendment) states that 
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''If there is to be a solution to world 
famine, rural women must have an 
equal share with men in devising it.'' 

aid " shall be administered so as to 
give particular attention to pro
grams, projects and activities which 
tend to integrate women into na
tional economies of foreign coun
tries, thus improving their status and 
assisting the total development ef
fort." One responsibility of Ameri
can women (and men) in the years 
to come will be to watchdog the 
U.S. Agency for International Devel
opment (AID) and make certain this 
directive is followed. Another will 
be to work for the presence of wom
en in positions of responsibility in 
the offices of AID and other U .S. 
agencies working abroad, and in the 
United Nations and other interna
tional bodies. 

But what of the churches? Various 
churchwomen's groups have put 
funding into women's and rural 
women's projects in different parts 
of the world-Church Women 
United through its " Inter-Continen
tal Fund" for example. United Meth-

odist Women, in celebration of In
ternational Women 's Year, are plan
ning financial aid to rural women's 
projects through supplementary 
gifts. There is a move by women to 
involve the World Council of 
Churches in assistance to rural wom
en's development. 

When women 's missionary socie
ties began in the last century, their 
slogan was " women's work for 
women ." They aimed to liberate 
women throughout the world 
through Jesus Christ. Though most 
American churchwomen recognized 
that their own liberation was not 
complete, they were convinced nev
ertheless that because of Christianity 
their status was higher and their 
lives more free and whole than 
those of women in other parts of the 
world . To some degree and in some 
places they were undoubtedly cor
rect and their work was both useful 
and elevating. But their missional ef
forts and those of other Western 
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church groups also had negative ef
fects-precisely because they tried 
to make women in other cultures 
over into replicas of themselves. 

It is time for Western women to 
begin another " women's work for 
women ." But this time they mu~t 
proceed with as few assumptions as 
possible as to what other women 
need. They cannot export "women's 
liberation-American style." They 
cannot assume even the most simple 
things . 

The rallying cry among some 
Western churchwomen in the past 
few months has been "women and 
water." It seems obvious that a well, 
or some other means of easy access 
to water in an area where women 
must spend several hours of drudg
ery a day procuring it, would be a 
welcome innovation . However, in 
one village where development 
planners proceeded on that premise, 
they found the women angry-not 
grateful. The only opportunity they 
had to get out of the house and 
visit with one another had been in 
their daily trek for water. The moral 
is clear : the recipients of develop
ment projects must be involved in 
the planning stages of every devel
opment effort, no matter how sim
ple. 

While churchwomen and church 
missions must look for programs and 
projects where their aid will benefit 
women, they must also look at what 
they are currently funding. If United 
Nations and United States programs 
have been remiss, there is little rea
son to assume that churches are not 
making the same mistakes. Develop
ment, and especially Christian-in
spired development, must reach out 
and involve whole persons in whole 
communities-and that includes 
women. 

Finally, with the growing concern 
of Christians everywhere about 
world hunger, the importance of 
rural women cannot be understated . 
Women not only buy and prepare 
food-they have a significant part 
in producing it. If there is to be a 
solution to the crisis of world famine 
that is darkening our future, then 
women must have an equal share 
with men in devising it. And Chris
tian women, standing under the 
mandate of Christ to " feed the hun
gry," have a special responsibility . • 

Elaine Maga/is is a frequent contributor. 



GOlnG rn~ 
Randle B. Dew 

ui~ AS A VOLUnTEER 

Seminole War ending in 1842. Once 
there we re no Semino les but Creeks 
of Georgia and South Carolina who 
moved into Florida to get away from 
white se ttl ers. Once builders of sub
stantial homes, they developed the 
chickee, eas ily constru cted as it soon 
would be burnt by the U.S. Army. 
Genera l Jesup, w ith 8,000 troops, 
pursued th e Seminole for three 
months, killing four braves and cap
turing less than a hundred women, 
children and Blacks. Th e Seminole 
were never defeated, never signed a 
peace trea ty and became wi ld (the 
meaning of Semino le), evading the 
white so ldiers. Naomi smiled . She 
had gone "wild" once before, mov
ing from white cu lture to Seminole 
culture. Now maybe she was going 
" wild '' again- volunteering to be a 
mi ss ionary like this. 

United Methodist Volunteers Fred and Naomi Orpurt. Right, a Seminole youngster. 

Her sm ile broke into a chuckle as 
she watched her wagon in front of 
her. Wond erful , wonderfu l Fred! A 
hard-headed Dutchman from Indi
ana who had located nea r the Brigh
ton Reservation sharing his many 
sk ill s and love for his neighbor-The miles of US 441 slipped 

by easily. Naomi gripped the 
stee rin g wheel tighter as she 

wondered again if the old station 
wagon wou ld make it. It's a long 
way from North Carolina to Lake 
Okeechobee, Florida . She kept her 
eyes on the wagon a quarter mile 
in front of her. Her husband, Fred, 
was at the w heel. All their posses
sions were in these two autos. Th ey 
had quit their jobs in Henderson 
County, said goodbye to their 
friends and started south to be mis
sionaries. 

W ell , not mi ss ionaries in th e usual 
and professiona l sense, but mi ss ion
aries nonetheless. No one was send
ing the Orpurts to Florida . No one 
had approved them, authorized 
th em, or guaranteed their support. 
Naomi and Fred had vo lunteered 
themselves to be missionari es. 

The long drive provided a lot of 
time for thinking. Naomi remem
bered her many years on the Bri gh
ton Seminole Rese rvation, living in 
a chickee, cooking outdoors, wash
ing clothes and her children in the 

river, sharing a simple and happy 
li fe with the tribe. She remembered 
working nearly 20 years on the res
ervation wi th her mother who was a 
nurse. She also remembered her 
younger life, having been adopted 
and named by a w hite fami ly of 
some means in Jacksonville>. Sum
mers were spent in the mountains 
of North Carolina or at the Jersey 
shore. Tenn is and horseback riding 
we re her pastimes. 

Naomi met her natural mother 
w hen she was 22. She recalled th e 
day and the court w hi ch revealed 
her Seminole heritage. Her adopted 
family had gone to see a Sem ino le 
exhibit where a member of the 
tribe, seeing Naomi's features, re
membered that a litt le gi rl had been 
given for adopt ion years ear li er. 
What was it, Naomi puzz led once 
again , that had drawn her from her 
comfo rtabl e and privil eged adoption 
back to the reservation where life 
was so di ffe rent? 

It was ve ry much like the Semi
nol e histo ry from the First Seminole 
War of 1818 through the Second 



A Seminole chickee. The chickee was 
originally developed as an easily built 
home because of frequent attacks by 
the U.S. Army. 

white and native American alike. 
When they married, she had to leave 
the reservation according to tribal 
custom, but now they were going 
back-not to the reservation but 
very close by-to be of all things-a 
servant to the Seminoles. 

Naomi smiled once more as she 
remembered her religious pilgrim
age. She had been a member of the 
only church adjacent to the reserva
tion begun by native Americans 
from Oklahoma. But church didn' t 
mean much-too much bickering 
and pettiness and narrowness in the 
churches she attended. While in 
North Carolina, a neighbor invited 
her to a United Methodist Church. 
Naomi hadn ' t known about Method
ists and she certainly hadn' t thought 
about a woman pastor and she 
thought it would be interesting to 
hear Lucy Norton preach. 

It turned out somewhat unexpect
edly. Naomi pushed back against 
the ca r seat, laughed and felt good 
all over once more as she remem
bered her own " heart-warming ex
perience." Church and Christianity 
took on a new light and her first 
thought was to share this with her 
Seminole friends and neighbors. She 
wanted desperately to act out Chris
tian love in service among the Semi
noles. She remembered the old say
ing that if any person or family was 
having a bad time, it was because 
they really wanted it and no one 
interfered with their self-chosen 
misery. There was so mu ch to be 
done for others to express Christian 
love and conce rn . 

Her knuckles turned white as she 
gripped the w heel. Naomi recalled 
the long and difficult struggle to 
launch her dream. Lacking formal 
education , she did not qualify as a 
home missionary. She had pursued 

her quest with bishops, district su
perintendents, seminary professors, 
staff persons of the Board of Global 
Ministries-and no doors opened. 
District Superintendent Clay Madi
son had written to the Office of 
Voluntary Services of the National 
Division. She had filled out forms, 
but nothing happened again. Her 
last chance? If she couldn't be a 
professional missionary, she could 
be a volunteer and as soon as she 
was approved-she was ready to go. 

At last a letter came. "We do not 
recruit, nor approve, nor send vol
unteers for service. We support self
generated volunteers who create 
their own programs." Enclosed was 
information about United Methodist 
Voluntary Service and an application 
for contract relationships. Another 
delay. UMVS doesn' t make contracts 
with people with dreams and ideas, 
but with those who are putting 
dreams into action . There were only 
three months until the next UMVS 
funding decision. She and Fred 
needed financial assistance, but no 
action , no consideration. No doubt 
Fred could get a job, but they 
wanted to work with the Seminoles 
full time without having to get a job. 

The time had come. She wrote a 
letter: "Fred and I are leaving Hen
dersonville Friday night, using his 
vacation time to take a look and find 
a place to live . Fred will give two 
weeks notice and we will move the 
rest of our things to Florida." It was 
now the next day. Her thoughts grew 
somber matching the dull thump
thump of the tires on the highway 
scenes. Question after question fol
lowed Naomi down US 441. Would 
they find a place to live? Would 
UMVS provide financial support? 
Would District Superintendent Hed
berg be as supportive as Clay 
Madison? Would their Seminole 
friends accept them in a new role? 
Just exactly what would they do? 

At last Naomi smiled again . This 
was true Seminole-wild! A wild 
thing to do, to pull up stakes and go 
off to Florida this way. Wild, simply 
wild and so Seminole. 

Naomi and Fred Orpurt have been 
volunteers with UMVS a year now. 
They created their own project, have 
been accepted by the tribe, have 
done useful work and have been 
praised by Florida church officials 
as well as tribal leaders. The medi
cine man at Brighton named Fred a 
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fach-kee-good person. Naomi is 
friend and counselor to many. " If 
I have any problems, I talk to 
Naomi," said a young Mikasuki 
woman . . 

It has been only recently that 
modern housing has been built on 
the reservation . Some houses were 
poorly built and within five years 
were in shambles. Not having lived 
in houses many Seminoles do not 
know how to keep up property. 
Fred, with pipe wrench, hammer and 
paint brush has repaired one house 
and teaches maintenance skills to 
members of the tribe. He is a handy 
man and a professional cook. His 
former employer offered to raise his 
wages to keep him, but Fred is 
wholeheartedly committed with Na
omi to service to the Seminoles. 

Naomi is now pastor at the Lake 
Harbor United Methodist Church 
(one way of paying the rent) and 
washes dishes at the Brighton Senior 
Citizen Meal Program (again to pay 
rent for using the community cen'ter 
as her headquarters) . She plays a 
strong advocacy role, going with per
sons to court, hospitals and agencies. 
She works a lot with alcoholics. 

While there is not yet a highly de
veloped sense of community organ
ization around issues, Naomi is 
quick to spot injustices and has a 
talent for identifying persons who 
may become social activists. She 
operates in a brokerage fashion get
ting the right persons together to get 
things done. When furniture was 
needed to help qualify Seminoles for 
the Federal Housing Program, Naomi 
found people who had furniture. 
When clothing is needed, or food or 
medical care or whatever, Naomi 
knows how to move to get things 
done. 

The United Methodist Church has 
no missional program with the Semi
noles. But Fred and Naomi have 
Seminole Services. It is their mission. 
They created it. They operate it. 
UMVS (funded by Human Relations 
Day) provides a limited stipend and 
support services. The United Meth
odist Church in nearby Clewiston 
helps. Having been approved as a 
conference advance special and with 
UMVS having been aprroved as a 
General Advance Special , the Or
purts are hopeful that United Meth
odists will help their mission grow.• 

Randle 8 . Dew is executive secretary 
of United Methodist Voluntary Services . 



I t was one of the last debates of 
the United Nations General 

Assembly in 1974 and may have 
gone unnoticed in many parts of the 
United States. 

The agenda item was entitled , 
" Strengthening of the role of the 
United Nations with regard to the 
maintenance and consolidation of 
internationa l peace and security, the 
development of co-operation among 
all nations and the promotion of 
the rules of international law in re
lations between States." However, 
as citi zens of this country we must 
be aware that in the name of the 
" American People" our representa
tive to the United Nations con
fronted the members of the world 
body in no uncertain terms, " My 
country cannot participate effec
tively in the United Nations without 
the support of the American people, 
and of the American Congress. For 
years they have provided that sup
port generously. But I must tell you 
honestly that this support is eroding 
in our congress and among our peo
ple. Some of the foremost American 
champions of this organization are 
deeply distressed at the trend of 
recent events." 

I am one of those champions of 
the organization and I am not dis
tressed at the trend . As one of the 
observers to the United Nations for 
the United Methodist Church , I have 
watched the international scene for 
nearly fifteen years. It was impos
sible in the early sixties not to be 
thankful that, after centuries of co
lonialism, so many nations and peo
ples were asserting their determina
tion to control their own destinies. 

Year after year, new flags from 
Africa, Asia and Latin America were 
added in frorit of the United Na
tions building as independent states 
joined the organization . But, it did 
not take long for them to realize 
that the international bodies they 
had joined had been created at a 
time when they had no say in the 
matter. The principles, the rules and 
the structures of the organization 
did not include them. In fact, when 
the UN headquarters buildings were 
planned in 1947 (at that time UN 
membership was 57) , they had 
provision for an increase to 70 
members. By 1955, that in
crease had already been ex
ceeded . In 1974 the Uriited 
Nations had 138 members. 

WHAT TREND 
FOR THE U.N.? 
Mia Adjali 

Will U.N 
Se.\(-ouf 

J~w~ 

f of\ Arab ~ii. 7 
~- D.L 
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The so-called " trend" at the 
United Nations refers not so much 
to the presence of these nations but 
to their impact on the organization . 
The major powers view them as the 
" Third World ," as marginal to the 
decision making process and con
tinue to use them as fertile gro unds 
to be influenced and for cold war 
politics. Th ey also see th ese mem
bers as the " underdeveloped" or 
" developing" nations, without ac
knowledging the disproportionate 
and " unwilling" contribution these 
countries made to the development 
of the majo r powers durin g colo
nialism and present day domination 
by these powers over their economic 
and socia l lives. In a paper for the 
World Council of Churches, Julio 
Barreiro, a Methodist lawyer from 
Uruguay, affirms, " Contemporary 
history shows almost syllogistica lly 
that underdevelopment, and its 
comp lex of economic and socia l 
phenomena did not come about by 
spontaneous generation . It has been 
abundantly proven that th e immense 
riches of most of today's industrial 
ized nations were obtained in the 
last 150 years by exact ing raw ma
terials and cheap labor from con
quered and co lonized countries." 
(WCC-CCIA 29X background docu
ment No. D4, 1974) 

Th e " trend " or impact of these 
members at the United Nations is 
felt through their abi lity since the 
ea rl y sixties to organize and become 
a cohesive force to negotiate with 
the major powers. As the " Group of 

77" the African , Asian and Latin 
American states are united to di s
cover ways to share in determining 
the world economic and social re
lationships and they join their efforts 
towa rds their common interests and 
aspirations. Instrumental in the cre
at ion of the United Nations Con
ference on Trade and Development, 
ten years ago, they have pursued 
changes in trade poli cies, pricing of 
commoditi es, access to markets, 
transfe r of capital and technology, 
development financing, etc. 

Another tool of influence is 
th rou gh the " Conference of Non
Al igned Nations" to w hich the Af
rican , Asian and some Latin Ameri
can countries belong. Their last 
meeting was held in 1973 in Algiers, 
Algeria , and in one of their declara
tions they questioned the powerful 
industrialized nations (a mong which 
the United States is the most power
ful ). 

" So long as co lonial wars and apartheid, 
imperi alist aggressions, foreign occupa
tion and the po licy of force and exploi
tation and economic plunder continue 
to be rampant, peace will be limited 
in its principle and scope, in a world 
where, side by side with the minority 
of rich countri es, there exists a majority 
of poor countries . It wou ld be danger
ous to accentuate that division by limit
ing peace to a prosperous part of the 
planet, while the rest of mankind is 
always condemn ed to insecurity and the 
law of the strongest. Peace is indivisi
ble, it cannot be reduced to a mere dis
placement of the confrontation from 
one region to another or accommodate 

The new power of the "developing" nations was personified by President of the 
General Assembly Bouteflika of Algeria, here shown greeting Ambassador Jeanne 
Cisse of Gui nea. 

itself to the persistence of tensions that 
we endeavour to eliminate elsewhere. 
Detente wou ld be precarious if it did 
not take into account the interests of 
other countries." (Non-Aligned Nations' 
Conference manuscript) 

Th eir greatest impact on the 
United Nations was at the Sixth 
Special Session of the General As
semb ly in April and May of 1974. 
" The Declaration on the Establish
ment of a New International Eco
nom ic Order" and the " Program of 
Action " were perceived by the 
President of the session , Mr. Leo
poldo Benites of Ecuador, as achiev
ing a whole new concept for 
economic relations between states. 
The United States disagreed and saw 
th e non-aligned as confronting the 
world . Th e USA did not include it
se lf in the consensus on the Declara
tion and the Program of Action . 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
had previ.ously emphatically re
jected the stance of the non-aligned 
countries. " The great issues of de
ve lopment can no longer realisticall y 
be perceived in terms of confronta
ti on between the haves and the 
have nots, or as a struggle over the 
distribution of static wealth. If the 
strong attempt to impose their 
views, they will do so at the cost of 
justice and thus provoke upheaval. 
If the weak resort to pressure, they 
wi ll do so at the risk of world pros
perity and thus provoke despair." 
(Speech before UN General Assem
bly, April 15, 1974) 

The " trend " at the United Nations 
is the impact of the " Group of 77" 
or the "Non-Aligned." The "events" 
are the various declarations, resolu
tions in which the United States and 
other major powers were out-num
bered . The majority of peoples and 
nations in this world do not have 
the majority of the wealth and the 
decision-making power. The power
ful peoples and nations do not want 
to face this reality and are now 
protesting vehemently that the pres
sure is too great. They demand pa
tience on the part of the African , 
Asian and Latin American peoples . 
As a citizen of the United States, I 
cannot agree with my country's un
reasonable position. The peoples of 
the world have been patient long 
enough. Colonialism, racism, ex
ploitation still exist after centuries 
of vio lent and non-violent struggles. 
The major powers must be open to 



n w po sibil1t1 to er ating a more 
ju t world ystem . 

In th ummer of 1974, the\! orld 
oun ii of hurch ' Comm1ss1on 

of th hur hes in Int rnational 
ffa1rs not d that the principles of 

the D clarat1on for ew Int rna -
t1on I Econom1 Order w r · 

" 1llu tr t1ve xample of steps that 
could be taken, of mod1ficat1ons that 
ould lead to a transformation of ex-

1 ting conomic relation . The goal is 
n international society in which there 

are no long r " developed" and " de
veloping" nat1om, but one in which all 
ar qual , oop rat1ve interdependent 
partn r The tran formation demanded 
go beyond mod1ficat1on of ex1 ting 
international economic tructure , which 
p rp tuat und r-development and in 
t n 1fy the threat to p ace, to the estab
li hm nt of a new iust alternative sys
t m" 

If our ountry cannot ace pt 
mod1ficat1on then it mu t be a 
pn on r of 1t. own system and truc
tur Mod1ficat1ons will probably 
not liberal th nation and p opl 
of the world from the domination of 
"our way" of dev lopm nt. Th 
n t st p may ne d to b mor 
radical, d termining a new and mor 
m aningful development through 
an alt rnat1v y tern 

Proces of change will b painful 
for our country Th re are other 
ar a wher we have d1sagr ed vvith 
th ma1ority of nation . W did not 
vot for the Pale tin1an Lib ration 

rganizat1on to have ob erv r 
tatu at the United ation . W 

did not agr to exclude South f-
nca from th General c;c;embly. 
But ur mbas ador to the U 
c mm1tt d u to "achieving peac -
ful olut1ons to the is. u c; which 
confront th1 organization in the 

1ddl East, in outh frica and 
I wh r .... " and , "to building 

a mor JU t conom1c ord r." Per
hap , the olutions v ill not go " our 

\.\ then going to walk 
Unit d ation , or ar 

"" going to be willing to fac a 
w rid \.\ h r al I people and na
tion can part1c1pate in det rmining 
their Ii\ ? \ hat 1 our choice? • 

l1a d1al1 1 E~ecutt\ e Secretary for 
U /International AffJtrs of the Women 's 
Dt\ 1 ion and Ob erver to the U for the 
Board of Global 1ini tries All docu
ments, \latement and speeche. used in 
thi, arttcle are a\ ailab/e at the United 
, I thodi-t Ott ce for the U. , 171 Un ited 

'at1on · Plaza e\\ York , Y 10017.) 

The trend 
of self-assertion by 
Third World nations 
was highlighted by 

the U.N. appearance 
of PLO leader 
Y assir Arafat. 



WHAT HOPE FOR A SOLUTION? 

We in the United States spent 
maybe a little more than $1 billion 
this fiscal year on food assistance. 
This is the same sum we are spend
ing on just one Trident submarine. 
The U.S. is faced with a deepening 
economic crisis which the average 
citizen feels as inflation. We are to ld 
that we cannot afford much direct 
food aid because it is inflationary. 
But it is time that we understand that 
human itarian assistance at home or 
abroad leading to healthier and 
more productive human beings is 
never inflationary. The Marshall Plan 
in Europe stands as one of Ameri 
ca's greatest gestures and best in
vestments in peace. 

Military ventures which do not 
enhance the quality of life but rather 
lead to death and destruction are 
the root cause of inflation. The huge 
bi ll to fight the Vietnam War was 
inflationary and has nearly bank
rupted our ability to carry out other 
functions of government. The $100 
billion plus spent on the Pentagon 
annua lly is inflationary. The new 
arms " limitation" agreement an
nounced by President Ford at Vladi
vostok will be inflationary. Defense 
Secretary James Schlesinger already 

Laurence Simon 

sees the arms agreement necessitat
ing at least two additional Trident 
submarines, at a cost of $1 billion 
each, beyond the ten (that is ten 
billion do ll ars) already planned. He 
also forecasts tens of billions of dol
lars more will have to be spent on 
a new fleet of bombers and more 
multiple warheads on missiles al
ready programmed to reduce the 
earth to cinders . 

We hoard arms at the direct ex
pense of those faced with imminent 
death from starvation. How many 
tractors could our farmers buy with 
the cost of a one billion dollar sub
marine? How many fertilizer fac
tories could be built with the cost 
of a fleet of new bombers? One 
nuclear missile can kill millions of 
children . Is it too much to ask that 
the cost of one nuclear missile feed 
them instead? 

Senator George McGovern pre
sented in Rome the beginnings of 
such a reordering of our priorities : 

" We are confronted with food 
and fuel shortages, inflated prices 
and unstable conditions in agricul
ture, trade and finance in consider
able measure because we have been 
fighting the wrong war with the 

wrong weapons and the w rong 
sense of values. 

" For more than three decades, 
most of the technica l, scientific and 
economic resources of the deve l
oped world have been d issipated in 
a losing effort to fi nd security 
th rough war and the preparation for 
war . .. . 11 

The Senator goes on to propose 
that an international food authority 
be funded by the developed world . 
All nations of the world would re
duce their military budgets by 10 
percent which would represent $20 
billion annually at present spending 
levels. Also, the oil exporting nations 
would devote 10 percent of their 
oil income, or $7 billion annually. 
This $27 billion annually would fi
nance the campaign against hunger. 
The Senator brings our attention to 
the fact that a member of the Soviet 
delegation to the World Food Con
ference suggested a similar 10 per
cent reduction in arms spending 
with the savings devoted to develop
ing countries. 

This international food authority 
would have the resources to under
take and accomplish the following : 

(1) Adequate price protection , 



reasonable credit, production in
centives and safeguards for farmers. 

(2) Research, development and 
extension services aimed at better 
seeds, pesticides, planting, harvest
ing, and storage of crops. 

(3) Construction and distribution 
of fertilizer plants and materials . 

(4) Development, harnessing and 
conservation of water for rural vill
ages, farming and irrigation. 

(5) Development of food reserves 
carefully separated from commercial 
markets. 

(6) Development of nutritional 
standards, nutritional education and 
special supplementary food pro
grams for infants, mothers, the el
derly, and other vulnerable groups. 

(7) A careful dissemination of in
formation , materials and assistance 
designed to develop more respon
sible attitudes toward population 
and families . 

I endorse this plan though wish it 
were calling for a larger military re
duction . But we must begin, and no 
one can fear such a multilateral ap
proach . We have only to gain from 
a reduction of terror and a turning 
to a higher calling. 

Christian faith commends a con-

tinuing and fundamental commit
ment to a just social order and the 
struggle to bring it about. With 
one-fourth of humanity suffering 
from some degree of malnutrition 
and one-eighth-or about 500 mil
lion persons-on the verge of star
vation , our efforts toward social and 
economic justice must take unprece
dented steps . 

No area of our daily experience 
can remain apart from this quest. 
Teachers and students, corporate 
executives as well as their secre
taries, clergy and congregations all 
bear responsibility to monitor the 
global consequences of their actions. 
Support, even tacit acceptance, of 
unjust practices perpetuate the suf
fering of the least of these our 
brethren . Neglect is a sin as surely 
as is betrayal. And the churches 
themselves must take the lead in 
bringing clarity and objectivity to 
this struggle. 

Such was the urgent message of 
the Rev. Philip Potter, General Sec
retary of the World Council of 
Churches, in his address to the 
World Food Conference in Rome : 

" While it is true that Christian 
individuals and groups have done 

much to alleviate human suffering 
and need, the churches have all too 
often been accomplices in partici
pating in the unjust structures of 
society by their conspicuous wealth 
or their pursuit of prestige and posi
tion in society; their devotion to 
acts of charity while being attached 
to the existing economic and polit
ica systems; their failure to help 
Christians to place the accent on 
being rather than having; their 
heretical maintenance of the status 
quo in spite of a dynamic faith 
which calls for radical change in 
attitudes and acts towards a more 
humane existence for all. Too often 
have we as churches indulged in ex
hortation of the .world without a 
rigorous examination of ourselves 
and our past and present practices. 
Too often have we failed to apply 
the tough analysis of the realities of 
our world to ourselves, and we have 
been content to make pious appeals 
for solidarity and generosity without 
facing the implications for a pro
found transformation of the struc
tures of our li fe as well as that of 
society. As St. Peter wrote : 'The time 
has come for judgment to begin 
with the household of God .' " • 
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some suggestions 
for concerned christians 

Concerned Christians are asking 
themsel ves how individuals and 
small congregations can participate 
in the quest for a more just social 
order and directly in the fight against 
hunger. I should like to suggest sev
eral specific goals and the means for 
their attainment. 

Before any action can be contem
plated, we must cultivate the feeling 
of human solidarity. This mea ns that 
our concern must transcend vested 
interest and narrow identities. The 
task is by no means easy. 

On our level in the United States, 
so lidarity must take the form of 
thrift and legislative lobbying. Our 
actions should provoke a larger re
sponse, but even if they remain 
symbolic, they will be worthwhile. 
Our thrift shou ld release more food 
aid but its primary motivation must 
be that we just can no longer stuff 
ourselves at dinner with that hungry 
child's wa il echoing in our inner ear. 

In America , a great deal of food is 
wasted by our patterns of consump
tion . With over 40 million over
weight people, we can cut down on 
frivolous or junk foods that are 
consumed-everything from frozen 
pizza snacks to egg rolls. Up to 
50 percent of all food which comes 
into the average American home 
may be wasted. An entire industry 
has sprung up around feeding our 
pets which always got along quite 
well on table scraps. Our protein 
consumption is more than twice 
what is biologically necessary. The 
body does not store protein so that 
any excess is wasted. We derive 
most o f our protein from meat 
which is no longer a moral choice 
for each night's menu . It takes eight 
pounds of feed grain to produce one 
pound of beef. We should shift our 
protein sources to poultry, fish , 
beans, grains and dairy products. 

Freeing land for Grain 

Freeing land for the increased cul
tivation of grain is another way to 
attack the problem. Reducing to
bacco consumption would free 
enormous tobacco fields throughout 
the world-many in poor countries. 
Cutting back on the drinking of 
Scotch, Rye, Bourbon and even beer 
wou ld free grain for food . The 
United States grain-based liquor in
dustry uses enough grain each year 
to feed 20 million people on the 
consumption level of India . 
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Each sp ring and summer, millions 
of tons of chemical fertilizers are 
poured onto our lawns, golf courses, 
and cemeteries. Meanwhile, the 
Green Revolution is failing because 
of an acute shortage of ferti I izer in 
the poor world. The new miracle 
seeds which held so much promise 
so short a time ago require large 
infusions of fertil izer in the so il. We 
now have a situation where the po
tential yie lds of the seeds are greatly 
redu ced by fertilizer sca rcity. In the 
United States, three million tons of 
fertilizer per year, representing 15 
percent of all the fertilizer used in 
the nation , is used for such decora
tive, non-agri cultural purposes. This 
amount is equal to the fertili zer used 
by the whole of India in one yea r. 

If only one-third of thi s 3 milli on 
tons were cut back, the raw ma
terials freed would produce eno ugh 
fertili zer for ten million ton s of grain , 
or enough to feed 50-60 million 
Indians for an entire year. Senator 
Dick Clark (Iowa) has introduced 
legislation that would cut the gov
ernment's ow n non-agri cultural ferti
lizer use to ten percent of what it 
presently is. Senator Hubert Hum
phrey (Minneso ta) is among o thers 
in Washington calling for the dis
continuance of commercial fertili ze r 
for ornamental or non-agricultural 
use by the general public. The choice 
is more grain or more greenery. 

Vegetable Gardening 

Vegetable gardens are a wonder
ful way to cut the family food bill 
and cut consumption of commercial 
foods . Bes ides, gardening gives one 
renewed respect for both the farmer 
and nature to experience the beauty 
of corn growing. Yet how much 
commercial fertilizer do we waste 
in our gardens? How many of your 
neighbors neatly collect grass clip
pings, leaves and pine need les, 
among other organic matter, have 
them ca refully bagged in plasti c to 
be disposed of in the garbage? Some 
towns still permit the burning of 
leaves. Yet we only dispose of or 
burn nature's best fertilizer. If any
one eve r cleaned up the leaves from 
a forest, the trees would begin to 
look like our backyard speci mens 
requiring treatment with chem ica l 
fe rtili ze r. Home gardeners should 
know how easy it is to throw all this 
organic matter on a compost heap 
to be used in the spring for fertili zer. 

China is the most populous na
tion on ea rth . A few decades ago, 
its name was synonymous with fam
ine and pes tilence. Today, China is 
on the ve rge of self-sufficiency in 
food production. Her people eat 
hea lthy though modest diets. One of 
the ways this miracle has been 
achi eved is through traditional use 
of compost, manure and human ex
crement along w ith inorganic ferti
li ze r produced by numerous small 
facto ri es. In China, everything is re
cycled. It is the very antithesis of 
their way of life to waste any useful 
leftover or by-product. 

Grass-roots lobbying 
Thri ft alone will not automatically 

release more food aid . Our thrift 
must not be undermined by com
mercial interests. Our savings must 
not merely be sold to other lucrative 
world markets outside the impover
ished nations. It is Congress' respon
sibility to see that this does not 
happen and ours to see that Con
gress acts. 

Indivi dual s and groups will have 
to lea rn all the legitimate tactics of 
grass-roots lobbying. Letters to your 
Representative or Senators and to 
the President are not ignored. In 
fact, it is quite clear that no more 
powerful tool exists- save the voting 
booth- for influencing legislators. A 
massive outpouring of the public 
will is hea rd . Make it plain that this 
is one issue over which memories 
w ill no t fad e before the next elec
tion . 

Food for Peace, Public Law 480, 
must be revi tali zed with massive in
fusions of money and credit. The 
decisions as to who receives the aid 
must be made according to· need 
and not according to cold war poli
ti cs or the development of com
mercial markets. P. L. 480 may have 
to be rewri tten in part to allow for 
food grants beyond paltry surplus 
amounts. Action on peti tions for 
aid must be qui ck and shipment 
made smoothly and immediately. 
Most of the P.L. 480 food is chan
neled through the voluntary agencies 
such as Catholic Relief Service, 
CARE, Church World Service, etc. 
and these should take a great deal 
more active role in assuring that the 
food reaches the needy and is not 
sk immed off or wasted by vermin . 

Laurence Simon is a freelance writer. 
This is the second part of a two-pa rt 
series on world hunger. 



F or Peyton Palmore Ill , a mission
ary serving under the United 

Methodist Board of Global Minis
tries' World Division, the history of 
mission work in Japan reads as fam
ily history. And he sees the changing 
missionary role over the past century 
in terms of generations in hi s own 
family. 

His mother's grandfather, James 
Ballagh of Tenafly, N .J., first went 
to Japan as a mi ss ionary of the 
Dutch Refo rmed Church in 1861. 
And there have been mi ss ionaries to 
Japan in every generation si nce, 
making Palmore the fourth genera
tion engaged in mission work in the 
same country. 

His father and mother reti red in 
1964 and now live in Ri chmond, 
Va. But for several years two Peyton 
Palmores were working in Japan un
der the sa me board, and this brought 
the inevitabl e mix-ups. " He got my 
paychecks, and I got hi s bills, " th e 
son remarks. 

Since last September he has been 
serving at the World Di vision head
quarters in New York as Missionary 
in Residen ce, a specia l one-yea r po
sition instituted in 1972. Th e Mis
sionary in Res idence is elected by 
mi ss ionaries on the fi eld to give 
them a voice at headquarters. 

Palmore says he enjoys the experi
ence, though he finds it involves 
attending so many meetings it would 
kill anyone w ho did not share his 
interest in studying the processes of 
group interaction. If any tensions 
develop sitti ng through tedious dis
cussions, he works them off bicy
cl ing back and forth between the 
lnterchurch Center office and his 
home for the year in New Jersey, 
near the place where his great
grandfather Ballagh lived. 

During thi s year back in the U.S., 
Palmore has been thinking about 
th e stages of mission work as he has 
observed them at first hand and 
lea rn ed about them through both 
study and fami ly tradition . 

James Ball agh was in the first gen
erati on of mi ssionary pioneers w ho 
entered Japan sho rtl y afte r it was 
opened up by the expedit ions of 
Commodore Matthew Perry in 1853 
and 1854. " At that point the mis
siona ri es were the church," Palmore 
observes. " They were the only Chris
tians in the country, and they often 
had a very lonely experience ." 

" My great-gra nd father was a red
haired , emotiona ll y warm man, 
deeply concerned about people. He 
was an eva ngeli st and went through 
the villages preaching. He wou ld 

The fourth and third 
generations: Peyton and Lou 
Palmore and his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Peyton Palmore II . 



The fi rst generation : James 
and Margaret Ballagh. He went 

out under the Dutch Reformed 
Church Board, from the Old 

North Reformed Church in 
Tenafl y, New Jersey, in 1861 , 

just as the Civil War was 
begi nning. He had to obtain 

a pe rmit to pass through 
Union lines to marry h is 

bride, Marga ret Kinnear, in 
Lexington, Virgi nia. She died 

in 1909 and was buried in 
Yokohama, Japan. He d ied in 

1920, havi ng served 58 
years in Japan. 

The second gene rat ion : 
Dr. and Mrs. R. E. McAlpine, 

on their golden wedding 
anniversary in 1937. 

ho ld a lante rn on street co rn ers and 
si ng a song in Engl ish to attract a 
crowd. Peop le sometimes threw 
rocks at hi m and those w ho began 
to follow him." 

" Missionaries in this generation," 
Palmore comments, " were incli ned 
to feel the poor heathen were 
doomed to eternity in hell. The few 
they infl uenced for Christ were like 
a few precious treasu res plucked 
from the mire of heathen culture. To 
me today this sounds patronizing, 
but it was living and real to them, 
and they were very brave in going 
out as they did." 

In the second generation was Pal
more's grandmother, Anna . After her 
education in the U.S., she returned 
to work with her parents in Yoko
hama. According to family accou nts, 
when a boat arrived one day Anna 
asked her father to hurry down and 
" see if there's any mai l for me." Her 
father, knowing an unmarried man 
was coming to augment the mis
sionary force, replied that he would 
indeed go down and "see if there's 
any male for you ." 

The young man, Robert E. Mc
Alpine of Alabama, later recalled 
that when he met Anna, he resolved 
to himse lf that he would not act 

rash ly but would think things over 
and put off making any decisions
until the next morning. 

A little later the McAlpines went 
to Nagoya and started a school for 
girls, which is now a university with 
some 14,000 students. " By this time 
the churches were beginning to pro
duce leaders of their own," Palmore 
says, "and the role of this missionary 
generation was largely in leadership 
training." 

To use a Japanese word, the sec
ond generation of m1ss1onaries 
found their role in helping the 
church become jiritsu, standing on 
its own feet. " The word means be
ing independent," Palmore says, 
" though not in the sense of having 
nothing to do with anyone else." 

Palmore's mother, Jean, was one 
of nine children born to the Mc
Alpines, and one of six in that gen
eration who became missionaries. 
The McAlpines served under the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. (Southern) , 
and Jea n's younger brother still 
works in Japan as a missionary of 
that church . 

Jean came back to the U.S. for her 
education , and at a conference spon
sored by the Student Volunteer 
Movement she met Peyton Palmore 



11 , a M ethodi st from an old Virginia 
fa mily. When she went back to Ja
pan as a m issionary in the ea rly 
1920s, he put as ide thoughts of mis
sionary work in South Africa, and 
afte r fi nishing seminary foll owed her. 
They we re marri ed in Japan and 
had fi ve ch ildren, including Pal
more's sister, Loui sa, w ho marri ed 
Raleigh Pi ckard, a medica l doctor, 
and now se rves with him as a United 
Method is t miss ionary to India. 

In the third generation, Palmo re 
says, m issionari es worked alongside 
Japanese Christi ans on a " para llel" 
pattern . " The church during this pe
riod (1920s and 1930s) was autono
mous organiza tionally and in spirit," 
he says, " though theo logica lly and 
socio log ica ll y it was and still tends 
to be Western ." 

Palmo re's parents ca me to the U.S. 
fo r a furl ough in 1936, w hen he was 
9, and because of growing tension 
between th e Japanese governm ent 
and the churches, they we re advised 
not to re turn . So hi s father se rved as 
a pastor in Vi rgi nia un t il af ter World 
Wa r II. 

Japanese movies d uring the wa r, 
Palmore says, often showed spi es 
getti ng toge ther in churches. 
" Though politi ca lly th at was no t 

tru e, theo logica lly i t was," he says. 
" Chri stians and Marxists were the 
only groups with an ideologica l basi s 
strong enough to chal lenge the mi li
ta ri st- imperialist framework w hich 
had the empero r as th e capstone. 
These were the two groups that had 
loya lti es putting even th e empero r 
under j udgment. " 

In 1948, the yea r Palmore's pa r
ents returned, he began his own 
service as the fo urth genera tion
getting there in fact a l itt le ea rlie r 
than they did . A t first he went under 
the new J-3 progam, w hich sent 
young people vo lun tee ring for a 
three-year term without necessaril y 
making a li fet ime com mitment. 

O ri ginally Palmo re was scheduled 
to work in Hiroshima. Bu t during 
o ri entati on sess ions in the U.S. , 
ano ther man sched uled to work in 
Nagoya asked to trade, exp lain ing 
that he had been in Hiroshima as a 
GI and had got acq uai nted with 
some people there. Palmore late r 
lea rn ed that the man had one person 
in mind parti cul arl y, and subse
quently marri ed her. 

For Palmore the change meant 
going to the pl ace w here his mother 
was bo rn, thou gh he was not awa re 
of thi s at the time he made the for
tu itous t rade of ass ignmen ts. His 
parents went back to Kobe, w here 
he had been born. 

In thi s peri od of th e fo urth gen
era ti on, w hi ch also appli ed to Pal
mo re's parents in the post-wa r yea rs, 
m issionari es moved from worki ng 
on the " parall el" patte rn to se rving 
" under and at th e behes t of the 
Japanese church." In thi s stage the 
Japanese chu rch was invit ing mis
sionari es to come ou t and work 
under its j urisdicti on, Palmo re says. 

He himself se rved from 1970 un ti l 
las t summer as a research fe llow 
working under the Un ited Church of 
Christ in Japan, the Kyodan. Previ 
ously he had worked as an evangel
ist fo r the church's Central D istri ct, 
startin g three new churches in 
Nagoya and then turn ing them over 
to Japanese pas tors. 

Palmore and hi s w i fe, Lou, a na
ti ve of Maplewood, N.J., have fou r 
daughters, but the o ldest has j ust 
sta rted co llege, so he is not yet ab le 
to say w hether the fi fth generation 
of the fa mily wi ll be invo lved in 
mi ss ion wo rk. But he thin ks the Jap
anese church is enterin g a f i fth stage. 

Citing views expressed by Yo ichi ro 

Saeki , a Japanese pastor and ad
min is trato r, he says th e Japa nese 
church has decided after insti tuti ng 
a short morato rium on m iss ionari es 
in the late 1960s that it sho uld p lan 
both to rece ive and to send m ission
aries on a perm anent basis. 

" The essence o f the church is to 
be an intern ati onal fellowship," Pal
more says. " A nd our way o f working 
must refl ect thi s." 

Saeki expresses th e idea, he says, 
in language draw n from the New 
Tes tam ent book o f Revelati o n (chap
ter 21 ), w hich envisions a new heav
en and new ea rth w ith ga tes open 
on all four sides and kin gs from all 
nations comin g to share th ei r gifts. 

' In many countr ies," Pa lmore says, 
" missionaries are told to w ork them
selves out of a job. But in Japan the 
church sees a need for m issionari es 
to wo rk themselves into a job. 

" Wha t missi onaries can do there 
in the future is not yet cl ea r, and it 
is not poss ible for th e Japanese 
church to gi ve them a job descrip
tion in advance. But it fee ls a need 
for peop le w ho are flexible and ab le 
to create a way to contribute." 

On the other side o f thi s ex
change, the Kyodan now has 40 
peop le se rvin g in other countries, 
in cluding seve ral wo rkin g with Jap
anese congregations in No rth Amer
ica. The Kyodan does no t fi nance al l 
their work, but it takes responsibi lity 
for recruitin g and send ing them. 

" It seems to me," Palmore says, 
" that the chu rch in Japan because 
of its maturity has reached a stage 
that all countr ies shou ld reach , in
cludi ng th e United States. An d I' m 
glad to see th at here in America we 
are fi nally experimenti ng in that di
rection ." 

To find t ime for reassessi ng what 
this fi fth stage should mean fo r him
self, Palmore has asked fo r a two
year leave o f absence at th e end 
of hi s current yea r as Missionary in 
Res idence. During thi s tim e he wil l 
accept an appoi ntment in hi s home 
area, the A rlington di stri ct of the 
Virgini a Conference. 

" I want to think of myse lf as a 
two-way ambassador fo r Christ, 
acro ss the barri ers o f w hatever kind 
-geograph ica l, linguis ti c, cultural ," 
he says. " And my own two-way am
bassado rship has become shaky on 
one leg." • 

Tracy Early is a frequent contributor . 
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THEDOWNSES 
RETURN TO 

THAILAND 
Barbara and Leon Howell 

Take a bus in the great city of 
Bangkok, Thailand 's capital. Sit 

tight as it plunges through the heavy 
traffic flowing due west. About one 
and a half hours out of the city, the 
silhouette of the Pathom Chedi rises 
from the rich rice paddies. When the 
bus arrives in Nakon Pathom, it 
circles the giant pagoda-Southeast 
Asia's tallest at 377 feet- and dis
charges its passengers. 

Ask for the baan farang (foreign
er's house). And a bicycle rickshaw 
driver will deliver you to the home 
of Betty and Ray Downs, United 
Presbyterian Church missionaries in 
Thailand . 

The Downs are new to Nakon 
Pathom . They arrived late in 1972 on 
assignment by the Church of Christ 
in Thailand . They were asked to 
create a ministry to Thailand 's fine 
arts university, Silpakorn, located in 
Nakon Pathom. 

But the Downs are not new to 
Thailand . In 1949 they arrived to do 
student work in Bangkok, then the 
site of all of Thailand ' s universities. 
For 20 years, interrupted only by 
short visits to the United States, the 
Downs remain ed in Tha iland until 
they departed in 1961 . After being 
out of Thai land for almost four years, 
they decided to return. 

" We enjoyed our work at West
ern University (Oxford, Ohio). It 
taught us a lot," Betty Downs says . 
" But we missed Thailand very much 
and were delighted when the Thai 
church invited us to come to Nakon 
Pathom and the United Presbyterian 
Church sent us back." 

The Downs had left in 1969 be
cause Thai Christians were ready to 
administer the Student Christian 
Center (SCC) they had founded, 
bui lt and directed for so many years. 
" By going to Nakon Pathom , we fe lt 
we could work in the university in a 
new way, be of use to the Thai 
church, and in no way be close 
enough to Bangkok to appear to be 
in the way of the SCC," Ray Downs 
adds . 

When the Downs arrived in 
Nakon Pathom, they found that a 
local group of Christians had already 
purchased land for a student center. 
Ray feels that " they may have 
thought we could help them find 
funds to build a center. But there 
are no fund s. So it compels us to do 
what we think is more important, to 
try to work from within the univer-



sity itself. We don' t want to fa ll into 
the pattern of building student cen
ters. What is appropriate for one 
time isn' t necessarily right for 
another. We have believed for a 
long time that the role of the church 
should be within the university and 
not peripheral ; the church should 
speak from within the university and 
not from a soapbox outside." 

But that is not easy iri a predomi
nantly Buddhist (more than 90%) 
society suspicious of foreign ers, sus
picious of Christians, suspicious of 
those who question authority, espe
cially the tightly-controlled school 
systems common throughout Asia . 
Both Betty and Ray have been teach
ing history, civilization and English 
within the university. They have be
come known to a large number of 
students and faculty, and not just as 
farangs (foreigners) . Attempts to cre
ate a meeting place in an unoccu
pied dining hall inside the campus 
or to restore the old Thai house 
formerly occupied by the retinue of 
King Rama VI (ruler from 1910-1925 
and grandson of the great King 
Mongkut, inadequately portrayed in 
The King and I) were turned down 
by the university administration . Still 
they continue to be present and are 
opening a coffee shop at the gate 
of the university. 

Time and events, at any rate, have 
shaken up the rigid structure of Thai 
education. Students from all over 
Thailand participated in the events 
of October, 1973, which led to the 
stunning overthrow of the corrupt 
military dictatorship of the Thanom 
Kittikachorn regime. Mass student 
rallies and indiscriminate shooting 
by military personnel that killed 
scores of students precipitated the 
events which brought Thailand a 
civilian prime minister-Sanya Dhar
masakti-the president of a major 
university. 

For many reasons-the Buddhist 
religiou s tradition, the cultural pres
sure to respect authority, the politi
cal fact that Thailand was never 
colonized and therefore never or
ganized to drive out imperialists
Thai students had been called by 
many observers the least political in 
Asia. 

"We spent our first twenty years 
predicting that students would be
come politicized ; just wait another 
couple years," Ray laughs. " And 
then when it did happen we were 

totally surprised . We were not 
alone." (When Ray laughs, he re
minds one of Jason Robards, to 
whom he has a strong resemblance, 
down to the nervous energy.) 

Betty points out that it remains to 
be seen how deep the political in
volvement runs. (It is also, according 
to many observers, not clear how 
deep the political changes in the 
nation are. Some say that what hap
pened in October, 1973, was more a 
change at the top than a funda
mental turn in Thai politics. Others 
feel that Thailand is moving toward 
more representative government at 
a time when some neighbors have 
more di ctatoria l regimes.) " Even the 
language illustrates the deep anti
political bias woven into Thai cul
ture. One doesn' t go into politics ; 
one 'plays politics. '" 

" When we first started working 
with Thai students," Ray says, " and 
today, the goals of almost all stu
dents have been to graduate, get a 
degree, get ahead. A few always 
were different and thought about 
serving the country. For examp le, 
our next door neighbor, a former 
sec student, is developing the de
cayed mission hospital here. He does 
not plan to get rich, as doctors can . 
Now, with the new concern for see
ing that those in power do not 
siphon off most of the riches of the 
country, a larger number ask value 
questions, questions of meaning, 
which take political form often ." 

Although the Downs were origi
nally assigned by the Presbyterian 
board to China in 1947, Ray was 
asked to serve two years as Director 
of Youth Work for the Presbyterian 
Church Board of Education. By the 
time he finished, China was closed . 
" We were saved the trauma of many 
of our friends," Betty feels. 

When they arrived in their new 
assignment to do student work in 
Bangkok, " we didn' t know how to 
get started," Ray says. After about 
two years probing and language 
training, a former mango orchard 
available to the church near two of 
the universities was made available. 
A house was built there, where the 
Downs lived and, remembers Betty, 
" we carried on our program from 
our living room." 

In 1952 a student hostel was 
added to the grounds. It was co-ed 
from the beginning. Ray says that 
the "church fathers opposed the 
idea at first. They said it couldn't be 
done and that it would be a violation 
of Thai culture. They agreed only if a 
barbed-wired entanglement sepa
rated the two sides and all-night 
flood lights lit the grounds. From 
the first it worked. There was- no 
trouble. It was the best behaved 
residential unit in Thailand ; the boys 
behaved because the girls were 
there, and vice versa. As far as we 
know, it is stil l the only coed living 
unit in Thailand ." 

"What is 
appropriate 
for one time 
• • 1sn t 
necessarily 
right 
for another. 0 
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The student Christian hostel in Thailand. 

The SCC became a bee-hive of ac
tivity. A work scho larship program, 
directed by Betty, put students in 
hospitals, schoo ls, homes for the 
handicapped . Art competitions gave 
artists a place to display their work 
-a central building with auditorium 
and library had been added-and 
broadened the imaginations of tech
nical students. It also gave the SCC 
a fine collection of modern art ; wi n
ning exhibits remained at the ce n
ter. The first work camps in Thailand 
were planned and carried out by the 
SCC. At last count more than 50 
organizations planned annual work 
camps . It also gave students and 
faculty a place to come together and 
discuss issues; the deep hostility be
tween arts and science and technical 
students was muted in a neutral 
setting. 

The students, with the aid of the 
Dow ns and faculty living at the cen
ter (faculty apartments were added 
to the grounds) , planned their own 
program, ran the library, managed 
the restaurant, established their own 
discipline-and enforced it. Al
though student money was too 
limited to make the sec se lf-sup
porting, the addition of the faculty 
apartments, and other projects, 

. moved the sec toward financial in
dependence. A sma ll subsidy from 
th e Church of Christ in Thailand 
(CCT), a union of seve ral Protestant 
churches, remains, but that is pri
marily to symbo li ze the tie to the 
broader church . 

The SCC had no evangelistic pro
gram. Many of the students were 
Christian, many Buddhi sts. But most 
Christians in countries like Thailand 
do not come from the Buddhist 
ethos, or at the university level. Still 
the first conversion of a Buddhist to 
Christianity at the University level 
came at the SCC. And several more 

have followed . Betty, who shares 
Ray's sense of humor (she shows it 
more with her eyes in a face that 
lights up but neve r hides her Scan
danavian ancestry), smiled and sai d : 
" When you discussed conversion 
with the students, they never sa id it 
was because of those powerful Bible 
stud ies or moving worship se rvices 
at the Chapel. It was always because 
of a roommate, or the quality of life 
they had experienced among Chris
tians at the sec, or something like 
that. " 

The Downs learned to respect stu
dents' ability to take responsibility if 
they had the opportunity. In 1973 
Ray gave a talk to the Teachers Club 
at Silpakorn University. In it he drew 
from his experience with student 
governance at the sec to espouse 
what most Thai college administra
tors would consider a heresy : " I 
have never known students to ob
ject to any administrative decision 
when they had been included in the 
decision-making process. Enforce
ment is largely a peer group matter 
and depends upon community mo
rale, not authority. That which does 
not begin from within the communi
ty is probably not worth beginning." 

The Downs never expected to re
main at the SCC until 1969. But the 
CCT did not find it easy to replace 
them. The small Thai Christian com
munity continued to use its edu
ca ted clergy and laity in other 
positions-principals of schools, ad
ministrators of hospitals, university 
teachers. But in 1969 Thai leadership 
was available for the operation re
quiring multiple administrative and 
academic skills. 

They moved to Weste rn College 
in Ohio. Ray was chaplain, then act
ing dean of students. They were par
ticularly involved in finding contem
porary worship that began to pack a 
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chapel practi ca lly empty on Sundays 
w hen they arrived. " It was a good 
experience," according to Ray. " But 
we we re totally unprepared to deal 
with the tensions, the internal in
fighti ng, existing within faculties on 
American campuses. We came to 
rea lize that when you work in 
another culture, you are insulated 
from much of the real infighting. 
But the big problem was: we mi ssed 
Thailand . 

" We stayed in touch with our 
friends and the church in Thailand . 
The CCT decided it wanted to have 
the church present at the new arts 
uni vers ity. People there knew we 
would like to come back if the right 
place was open . As far as we could 
tell , the church genuinely wanted 
us to come back. But we worried 
about whether it was the right 
thing." 

They are in mission to the whole 
university community. Ray has writ
ten : " On every campus there should 
be someone who is actively involved 
in efforts to create a stimulating 
community where a sense of excite
ment suggests that something new 
can and is about to happen ." 

It is an exciting time to be in Thai
land, a period of possibility, loaded 
with grave fears of what might hap
pen (Thais worry out loud that if the 
experiment in democratizing their 
government fails, they will get a 
more repressive regime than ever, 
such as exists in South Korea). This 
time the Downs' six children only 
come to visit. The children-"who 
ga ined so very much for being part 
of the sec community"-are scat
tered ; three live and work in Thai
land, Malaysia, and outside Boston . 
Three are in college in the United 
States. 

This time they will not build any 
student center.s. Like many other 
missionaries, indeed like many cam
pus ministers in the United States, 
they don ' t have many visible accom
pli shments to sustain them . But they 
believe that being present in the uni
versity community is an important 
form of service. 

They are the mi ssionaries who 
h;ive returned . " Only time will tell ," 
Ray feels, " whether it was the right 
decision. We pray that it will be." • 

Barbara and Leon Howe ll, now living 
in Washington , D .C. , reported from 
Southeast Asia for a number of years . 
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£ very Wednesday n;ght there ;, <::) ,f6 • "f:I I •o longer have the attitude, ' I have to 
a celebration at the United O" • go to church.' They love it." 

Methodist Church at Uncasvill e, ~ ~ Joyful worship that makes Chr is-
Connecticut. After a potluck supper ~ 0 • ti an i ty de liciously att ractive is j ust 
notable for its many meatless di shes, A one of the specia l fea tures of th e 
the 75 members crowd into a back co· 0 cong regation . For there is a quiet 
room festi ve w ith banners and post- revo lu tion underway at the Uncas-
ers for worship . Even on wintry ~ vill e Chu rch. 
days, the thermostat hovers at 56 ~ \ Q I But don' t look for any fiery agita-
degrees, because this is a congrega- tors in the congregation. By and 
tion intent on conserving energy. ~ large, it's a neatl y groomed, fa mily-

With the temperature low , the centered , low-key crowd w ho have 
young congregation w arms to a live- "'- • spent thei r l ives in th e area. Many 
ly servi ce, punctuated by hand-clap- A. V• of the b readwi nners are servicemen 
ping, spontaneous prayers, hand- ~ ~ or b lue co ll ar wo rke rs at Electric 
shaking and dancing. Children and q Bolt in nearby Groton, a subsidiary 
adults are equal ly fervent in pra isi ng of Genera l Dynamics wh ich makes 
God and loving their b rothers and submarines. 
sisters. The revolution began about three 

Toward the end of a recent se r- years ago w hen the Rev. Eric Swan-
vice, th e crowd sang two songs com- fe ldt, an ami able and creative pe r-
posed by Si Fraz ier, a w idower w ho son, became pastor. But too many 
lives in one of the nursing homes peop le are responsib le fo r the 
regularly vi sited by members o f the changes to cred i t him . 
con gregation . They sang w ith great Ask them the influences on thei r 
gusto the simple w ords, w hich we re lives and members may mention the 
put to the tun e of " I Love to Go Rev. Rene 0 . Bideaux, former United 
Awanderin g." Then th ey gave Mr. Methodist missionary to Latin Amer-
Fraz ier an enthusiastic round of ap- ica and now the distri ct superin-
p lau se. tendent, o r the Ecumenica l Mini st ry 

Th e o ld man, j ubilan t, confided to and the Industria l Mission in Boston . 
someone nearby, " I started w ritin g Mostly they've been exposed to 
poetry and son gs a few years ago. th e sa me informat ion and experi-
lt's easy to write for thi s group ." ences other Ameri cans have, bu t 

Th e service w as short, fas t-m oving they've done a lo t of refl ecting. 
and fun , befitting w orship des igned Every year the 20 o r so fami lies in 
as much for ch i ldren as adults. Fo r the congregation covenant to wor-
the present, the church has no fo r- ship together weekly, to study, to 
mal Sunday school , but th e se rvices give at least five pe rcent of their in-
are instructi ve. comes to th e chu rch, aiming for a 

" Our approach is th at parents tithe, and to engage in action groups 
need education as mu ch as the chil - with in or outside the church . 
dren so we all learn by do ing," said Th ey've pared the chu rch's operat-
a mo th er. "S ince we adopted thi s ing budget and ra ised big sums for 
new sty le o f wo rship, my kid s no mi ss ion. 
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They've done away with the Ad-

ministrative Board and they make all 
parish decisions as a group by con
sensus. There are no more o rganized 
committees or planning groups. Any
one fee ling the need can initiate 
Bible study or a First Communion 
group or a task force. Surprisingly, 
th e system works. 

People are talking about alternate 
li fe sty les, shari ng ho using, " non 
authoritarian " relationships in the 
family, child ren 's rights . " Th e wom
en find it easier to change than the 
men," exp lained one member w ho 
takes part in a study group on inter
personal relationships . 

Members are reading Paul o Freire 
and Reubem A lves, Latin American 
liberation theologians, and they' re 
distressed by the denial of human 
rights in Chile. They have invited 
Camilo Cortez, the fo rm er lay lead
er of the Methodist Church in Chile 
who is now a political prisoner 
there, to be their assistant pastor 
and minister to the Spanish-speaking 
people in the area. 

" We have been told that he ca n 
leave Chile if he has a job guaran
teed in the United States, and we 
expect him in early 1975, but the 
U.S. government is dragging its feet 
on admitting him," said Mr. Swan
feldt. 

One group from the church is 
trying to estab li sh a half-way house 
for del inquent boys, but it has met 
resistance from community residents 
w ho don ' t want the house in their 
neighborhoods. Other teams focus 
on problems of nursing homes, th e 
immediate parish area, the schoo l 
system and town government. 

" We' re out to chan ge systems," 
said a member of the town govern
ment team. " For example, the wel
fare system. A man in town broke 

his leg and can't work. But in order 
to get welfare, he'd have -to give up 
his house. If he gave up his house, 
he'd never get back on his feet 
financial ly." 

World hun ger is the principal mis
sion conce rn of the church. Last yea r 
the congregation raised $12,000 in 
just a few mon ths to rel ieve famine 
in Africa . Th ey did it throu gh pl edg
es, yard sa les, teenagers' "s lave" 
auctions and two Hunger Walks (in 
conjunction with CROP, the com
munity hunger appea l of Church 
World Service) . One boy contrib
uted a week's profits from his news
paper route . At Thanksgiving mem
bers cut their weekly budgets in half 
and donated the savings to agencies 
like the United Methodist Commit
"tee on Relief. 

They' re no t interested in merely 
" pouring relief money into a fun
nel," as one member put it. So they 
engage in consc iousness raising 
about hunge r. When there is a ·tel e-
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v1s1o n specia l about hunger, mem
bers invite in friend s to view and 
discuss it. Th ey ca ll up radi o talk 
shows to correct misimpress ions 
about American economic aid to de
veloping cou ntries. Th ey wr ite th eir 
elected officials. 

On Reformation Sunday 1974 
members tacked notices on doors 
of nine area churches aski ng, " W ill 
th e Church take responsibility for 
wor ld hunger?" A couple of persons 
went to each of th e churches to 
dialogue about hunger, res ul ting 
in some ecumeni ca l relief efforts. 

Church members are apt to use 
any occasion to launch a di scuss ion 
of hunger. When a fe llow worke r at 
hi s factory wondered impatiently if 
there wasn't some other break-t ime 
conversa tion topi c besides football 
and Muhammed Ali, a church mem
ber sugges ted world hunger. " There 
was profound silence for what 
seemed like 45 minutes," he re
cal led. 

The church's hunger task force ad
vocates various forms of witness, 
such as " hunger meal s" and fastin g, 
and urges church members to adopt 
lea ner li fe sty les. Las t summer th e 
congregation planted a comm uni ty 
ga rd en on a member's farm . More 
and more they talk of sharing w hat 
they have rathe r than buying such 
thin gs as ca rs and lawnmowers. If 
they' re buying anything it's sweate rs, 
because th eir ho uses are not much 
warmer than the church . 

Th e congregation is a friendly, 
modest group, mo re interested in 
lea rnin g w hat the church at large is 
doing than in touting th ei r own 
projects. 

" I've been in thi s church si nce 
1961 and I've seen a tremendous 
change," sa id Marge Lowe, a mem
ber of the cong regation. " I've seen 
peop le go from being Sunday Chris
tians to really loving and sharin g 
Christians." 

Sa id Becky Hopps, another long
time member of the congregation , 
" When th e congregation changed its 
ways a few years ago, we lost a few 
traditionalists. But many stayed , 
others joined, and many of us be
ca me involved with the church and 
com munity as we neve r had befo re. 
I myself am thinking of becoming 
invo lved in a mini stry to th e re
tard ed ." 

Mr. Bideaux, w ho sparked th e 
church's interes t in Chil e, says of 
th e United Methodist Ch urch at 
Uncasville : " They are a highl y di s
ciplined group with a rich Sabbath 
experi ence, a stron g sense of com
munity, and a concern about a b road 
range of issues. Th ey' re a remarkab l 
group." 

A banner hanging from the altar 
of the church says it si mply : " We 
ca re. Amen." • 

New World Outlook • March 1975 [ 145) 41 



LETTERS FROM OVERSEAS 
PHILIPPINES 
God continues to work in inspir

ing ways in the Philippines. Out of 
our little Thursday night prayer 
group in Manila last year has grown 
the dream- and now the fulfillment 
of the dream-of our Reconciliation 
Center in southern Palawan, far out 
in the South China Sea. Mrs. Ligaya 
Bautista, a teacher and research staff 
person in Philippine Christian Co l
lege, has felt led of God to accept 
the challenge to leave her home 
and family in Manila and t rave l 
south over rough seas and rugged 
roads to the little town of Bataraza. 
It is a community made up of 70 
percent Muslims, 20 percent native 
Palawenos and 10 percent Christian 
settlers from other areas. With Liga
ya are two fine young people, Ed
mund Roxas and Maribe Cati ngi l, 
who have also vol unteered to serve 
at a subsistence level. At a ti me 
when hostilities are raging between 
Muslims and Christians in Mi ndanao, 
they are hoping to break down the 
walls of suspicion and hatred be
tween these groups, as they seek to 
meet the genuine, fe lt needs of the 
community. 

Can God use short-term mission
aries-laymen-effective ly? To Mari
am and me it has been t ru ly a mir
acle to see what these three, with 
the help of a part-time pasto r w ho 
comes over from Brooke's Po int, 
have been able to accomplish in 
such a short time. In addi tion to the 
medical and ed ucationa l activities 
mentioned above, they have been 
able to build up a rea lly vital Chris
tian fellowship and a Su nday schoo l 
as large or larger than any other 
Methodist Church in the Palawan 
district. 

Before volunteeri ng to se rve 
Christ in far-away Bataraza, Ligaya 
was staff in Philippines Counci l of 
Churches, Edmund worked in the 
office of the Commission on El ec
tions and Maribe was a third
year student in business administra
tion . All at once, faced with the 
exigencies of raw country and the 
challenge of their work, they have 
had to contend with the necessity 

of being at one ti me or another 
doctor, nurse, teacher, counselor, 
student, carpenter, civic leader, agri
cultu rist, housekeeper and countl ess 
others. They have been there only 
fou r months. Thei rs is an utterly 
imposs ib le task. With th ese multipl e 
problems fo r so small a team, t!iey 
might well get d iscouraged and qu i t, 
d id they not hea r the ca ll o f Jesus 
Christ, " Follow Me." He w ho call s 
them sti l l leads the way, and to all 
who march with Him, He offers the 
incomparable fe llowship of the way. 

Ligaya w ro te, " W e are just plant
ing the seed, bu t we know others 
wi ll wa ter the plant and God will 
give the increase." 

Curran L. and Mari am Spottswood 
Now l iving in Jacksonvi lle, Florida , the 
Spottswoods recently retired after 28 
years as UM missionaries. 

INDONESIA 
I have continued teaching full

ti me at the Jakarta Theological Semi
nary. Well , a little more than that, 
double-time perhaps. Each semester 
I have three classes of the Biblical 
languages, and thi s yea r anthropol
ogy has been added to my schedule. 
Even in multi-cultural Indonesia, stu
dents can still have a lack of aware
ness of the other cultures around 
them. The anthropology courses try 
to help the students understand the 
cultural context o f our Chri stian wit
ness here. Indonesia is in the midst 
of rapid cultural change and the 
m ini sters we t rain must learn to ap
ply the message of the Gospel in the 
midst of the drastic upheaval around 
them. 

Our school here has just cele
brated its forti eth anniversary. Since 
its founding in 1934 almost 400 stu 
dents have graduated from its course 
of study. What a different world the 
schoo l find s itse lf in now. The na
tion has passed from colonial domi
nation throu gh the Second World 
War, a revolution and the struggles 
of a new country trying to get on its 
feet through continual political and 
economic crises. 

The Indonesian church during this 
t ime passed from being the far-flung 
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child of European and American 
missions to become a stron g com
m uni ty of fa ith with its own role 
o f witness and service in the coun
try. It is perhaps one of the fastest 
grow ing churches in the world 
today, ye t less th an 10 percent of 
Indonesia's 125 million people are 
Chri stians. 

The theological college w as 
fo unded by Dutch M ission Boards ; 
o ne missionary was the faculty at 
that time. Now it is an Indonesian 
institu tion . More than half of the 
faculty are Indonesian and the lead
ership of the school is completely 
in the hands of the Indonesian 
church. The school continues to be 
one of th e major seminaries of In
donesia. Its campus in the nation 's 
ca pito l gives i t a strategic location 
(and Jakarta's 5,000,000 people give 
a fi rst-hand experience of urban 
problems). About 175 students at
tend the school and they come from 
many d iffe rent churches all over the 
country. The students come after 
graduation from high school and 
study for six years for the basic de
gree. 

A graduate studies program was 
started several years ago. Now other 
theologi cal schools in the country 
are starting to send students to Jakar
ta for further training, rather than to 
the West. We expect that the grad
uate stud ies will expand more when 
the W estern churches realize how 
much less expensive it is to train a 
student in Indonesia than to send 
him to America or to Europe. 

The school faces many problems 
w hich we want to share with you so 
you can join us in praying for the 
school , the faculty and the students. 
The very location of the school cre
ates problems for many students, ~s
pecially those from rural areas. Life 
in the big city is very different from 
what they have known. Related to 
this are many problems in the 
dormitory, poor attitudes towards 
study and spiritual problems. Many 
have come to theological school , not 
because of a call to minister, but be
cau se a scholarship was available. 
Join us in praying for a spiritual 
awakening among all o f us w ho are 
connected with the school. 

Dale Walker 

He is a UM miss ionary . 

T 
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THE NEW CASTLE, by Malachi Mar
tin. New York, 1974: E. P. Dutton, 
209 pages, $7.95 ( $3.95 paperback). 

Malachi Martin, a former Jesuit pro
fessor at the Pontifical Biblical Institute 
in Rome, was trained in theology at 
Louvain, specializing in the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. In more recent years he has 
turned his attention to the historical 
and contemporary life of the world 
religions. He uses the metaphor of the 
castle as the vision of the ideal state. 
Mankind's ancient vision is an existence 
perfected by a spirit investing human 
beings and their material condition with 
its liberating and transcending power. 

In The New Castle Martin examines 
the few times in history when that 
ideal seemed within reach. He attacks 
the mood of despair and chaos that 
scars our spirits and lives . His ultimate 
answers are a re-synthesis of the physi
cal and the metaphysical, of scientific 
rationality and the reasons of the spirit. 
Eight Castle visions make up this bril
liant and exacting book. At least six of 
the visions expanded into Buddhism, 
Judaism, Christianity (Roman, Byzan
tine, Protestant) and Islam. So we visit 
in tum Mecca: Immediacy of Spirit; 
Jerusalem: Chosen Place; Constantino
ple: Light and Life of Men; Rome : 
Guarantee of Persons; Peking: Every
man an Ex-Palace; Angkor Wat; Smile 
of the Self; Wittenberg: Dignity of 
Reason; Peru, Indiana : Lives of Spirit. 

In revisiting each of these places, 
even while you celebrate the inner 
light that burst and blossomed there, 
you hear a threnody of regret. When 
the land of Angkor disappeared beneath 
the Hood of invaders, the Castle vis
ion of Buddha's smile disappeared leav
ing mere monuments. The Constantino
ple vision appears to cower in an his
torical crevasse without an exit. Islam 
either is being slowly throttled to death 
or rests on a gamble. The Jerusalem 
vision still lingers as an ideal, but cling
ing to a new, non-Biblical sociopolitical 
structure (Israel), the lights are going 
out around the Roman vision. The 
Peking vision of Mao Tse Tung speaks 
to millions concerning the inviolability 
of the human self, yet all knowing is 
reduced to the psychophysical and there 
is no admitting of a transcendent view. 

By revisiting the scenes of human 
hope's greatest triumphs, he shows how 
a New Castle vision is forming above 
the debris of our crumbling age of sur
render and despair. 

The New Castle will not be a man
devised combination of systems al
ready known to us, nor will it include a 
sort of universal religion put together 
by human hands from bits and parts of 
past religions. It will be a fresh invasion 
of the Spirit and what we must do is to 
respond . 

"The perceptible yearning in the 
Peking vision, the patience of desires 
in the Third World movements and the 
thread of intention to reach wholeness 
running through desperate happenings 
in the U. S. , all three concern the 
human self. Even with our ignorance of 
the New Castle in its full reality, we 
are le'.l to the conclusion that the com
mon thrust is towards a new liberty for 
the self, a liberty it has not yet known." 

J. HARRY HAINES 

NURSING HOME CARE IN THE 
UNITED STATES: FAILURE IN 
PUBLIC POLICY, introductory Report 
prepared by the Subcommittee on 
Long-term Care of the Special Com
mittee on Aging, U.S. Senate. Wash
ington, D.C., 1974; U.S. Government 
Printing Office, 161 pp., paper, $1.85. 

Some important information on aging 
in the United States is contained in 
this new government publication. The 
Sub-committee on Long Term Care 
of the Senate Special Committee on 
Aging has just issued its introductory 
report. 

The report contains an important sec
tion on "The People in Nursing Homes." 
At a time when "nursing home scan
dals" are being investigated in many 
cities and states, the report makes sev
eral points: 

-About 5% of older people are insti
tutionalized. 

-About 20% of older people will 
need nursing home care at some 
time during their lives. 

-About 25% of senior Americans re
quire some type of care for chronic 
illness. 

-The average nursing home charges 
about $600 a month and the aver
age social security benefits for a re
tired couple amounts to $310 a 
month. 

- Concerning the average nursing 
home patients: 

They are very old-average, 82. 
Most are female-almost 3 to 1 
over men. 
Most are widows-63%. 
Most are alone-about 50% have 
no strong family relationship. 
They are white-98%. 
They have 4 c1ippling disabili
ties. 

The 
House Church 

• Philip and Phoebe Anderson share 
how small "house church" groups 
supply love and support which can 
strengthen your congregation. For 
forty-eight hours, from 8 to 10 people 
gather in a "house church" and re
late to one another as individuals. These 
intense encounters help Christian 
love and fellowship assume a greater 
personal depth and meaning. $4.50, 
paper 

Fresh Wind 
of the Spirit 

• Kenneth Cain Kinghorn uses a bibli
cal base and factual illustrations from 
lives of Spirit-filled Christians to ex
plain exactly what the Holy Spirit 
renewal now occurring around the 
world is all about. He makes real the 
unending joy and comfort available 
to the receptive Christian. $2.95, paper 

God's 
Party: 

A Guide to 
New Forms of Worship 

• David James Randolph believes wor
ship is "God's party! " And, after 
five years of information gathering 
a nd thoughtful assessment, he offers a 
number of successful and practical 
ideas for innovation in your church 
worship. Join in the party! $3.50, paper 

Hey, 
That's Our Church! 

• In this summary of common church 
types Lyle Schaller, renowned church 
planner, gives perceptive analyses of 
their strengths and weaknesses and 
prescribes good medicine to cure their 
ills! $4.50, paper 

a t your cokesbury bookstore 

b• d the book publishing a 1ng on deportment of the united 
methodist ublishin h 
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CHANGING ROLES IN 
TODAY'S SOCIETY 

An "Ageless" Look at Aging 
Jean Beaven Abernethy discusses her 
answers to the questions : How do 
we mai ntain a sen e of worth in a 
society which devalues old age? 
What do we need to learn which is 
appropriate for old age even as 
walking was important for children? 
Faith, friends , and humor lead the 
way to understanding young and old. 
OLD IS NOT A FOUR-LETTER 
WORD! - - Paper, $3.50 

Relief from "Running Scared" 
The fear of criminal attack is 
sub ided in Dorothy T. Samuel's 
SAFE PASSAGE ON CITY 
STREETS. Instead of the usual guns, 
mace, and security systems, we are 
urged to program ourselves for con
structive interaction, inner confi-
dence. $3.95 

Mr. and Ms. Relationships 
Kenneth and Alice Hamilton, a 
husband and wife writing team, ex
amine the male and female roles in 
our society today. They analyze the 
partnership, the fallen person, 
G od's Kingdom, community, the 
dimensions of mind, body, and spirit , 
and the church. A spiritually centered 
picture of what it is like to be a 
man and to be a woman. TO BE A 
MAN-TO BE A WOMAN. 

Paper, $2.95 

Most are mentally impaired
from 55 to 80%. 
Most cannot walk alone. 
They take many drugs- more 
than four types a day; about 
$300 worth a year. 

The Sub-committee also added an 
important conclusion about the fami
lies of those persons in nursing homes. 
They found little evidence to support 
the theory that families "dump" their 
aged into nursing homes. Institutional
ization appears to be the last resort of 
families not the first resort. 

The report presents a profile of p eo
ple who because of illness, advanced 
age, and reduced income need very 
special care. The remaining question 
is whether what they are receiving is 
tender, loving care. 

Jom A. MURDO K 

Mr. Murdock is associate general secre
tary, Division of Health and Welfare 
Ministries, of the Board of Global Minis
tries of the United Methodist Church . . .. 
Mr. Haines is associate general secre-

In the December issue of New World Out
look, page 16, is a picture of the Greek Or
thodox St. Gabriel Church in Nazareth. Part 
of the cut line accompanying the picture 
says, "In the gospel, Mary was drawing 
water ~.t such a spring when the Angel ap
peared. 

Leslie Farmer in his Land of the Gospel 
makes a similar statement and recently while 
attending the World Methodist Convocation 
on Evangelism, I heard our guide say some
thing of the same nature. ow, my question. 
Where in the Gospel is such a statement 
made? I have re-read several translations and 
I have not found it. I asked my pastor and 
he had never heard the statement. 

If you can give me this information or the 
source of the statement in the December Tew 
World Outlook I shall be most grateful. 

( MRS. ) TABBIE MAE MOORE 

Magnolia, Arkansas 
Editor's note: We should have said that ac
cording to "tradition" Mary was drawing 
water at the well , not according to the Gos
pel. 

CONFUSION ON EVANGELISM 
Thank you for your magazine, also for 

publishing "Dr. Outler Cites Church Con
fusion on Evangelism." I feel the same could 
be said of Martin E. Marty's article on Evan
gelism in U.S. May we have an article on 
Evangelism by Dr. Outler? "Evangelism-is 
the Agenda" (and not just an item ) is the 
main problem in so many of our Methodist 
churches. 

MRS. LUKE E. TURNBOUGH 

Edina, Mo. 
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tary, United Methodist Committee On 
Relief, Board of Global Ministries. 

DIARY OF D AILY PRAYER, by J. 
Barrie Shepherd. Minneapolis, 1975 : 
Augsburg Publish ing H ouse, 127 Pp., 
paper, $2.95. 

In this small Diary of Daily Prayer, 
Mr. Shepherd follows the tradition of 
the well-known Diary of Private Prayer 
of the late John Baillie, with whom 
Shepherd studied at Edinburgh. 

The book contains sixty prayers, one 
each for morning and for evening for 
h venty-nine days and for Sunday morn
ing and evening. The topics are largely 
th.ose of everyday life-the family, 
fnends, the body, food , etc.- set in a 
spiritual context. The temptation in such 
an approach is to be either sentimental 
or trivial. Authors frequently write little 
essays about themselves rather than true 
prayers. Shepherd uses a colloquial style 
and approach without working at being 
"with it." 

A.J .M. 

FOR CICARWS 
In the latter part of 1974 much was written 

in religious periodicals concerning the firing 
of the director of the NCC Church World 
Service agency. Writers referred to an alleged 
nationalistic bent, under that director, of the 
CWS overseas-aid program. 

It seems to me that the problem is that 
any such aid-agency, denominational or inter
denominational, organized nationally, natu
rally tends to be--and tends to be regarded 
by recipients of aid as being- an extension of 
national efforts of undue influence or domina
tion. Why not increasingly publicize a non
nationalistic, alternative-route for aid to the 
suHering millions around the world? I refer 
to an agency to which I donate directly, by 
mail-as anyone can-and to which churches 
contribute corporately: CICARWS-Commis
sion on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service, World Council of Churches, 475 
Riverside Drive, Room 439, N.Y., 10027. 
Through CICARWS churches have aided 
victims of scores of natural and man-made 
disasters, and have participated in world-wide 
efforts for development. Yet many are the 
lay-persons-and even ministers-who know 
practically nothing of CICARWS work or of 
tl1e ready availability of this channel of aid. 

Perhaps it is too much to ask, but why 
could not the CC Church World Service
and its counterparts in the various nations
be merged into the wee aid-agency 
CICARWS? The various national councils of 
churches could continue as before their other 
worthy activities or programs. Efficiency 
would be increased in the vital effort to alle
viate suffering in famine areas and in other 
disaster areas. 

In any case, as the population crisis deepens, 
I hope it will be emphasized that WCC 
CICARWS is readily available to churches 
and individuals, as a working, practical and 
extremely worthy channel of aid. 

ROBERT E. CRENSHAW 

Waterloo, South Carolina 
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AMERICAN INDIAN LEADERS 
REFUSE BICENTENNIAL ROLE 

Am rican Indian leaders have bitter
ly atta ked sugge tions of the Bicen
tennial Administration that native 
Americans take part in the nation's an
niversary celebrations. 

While praising efforts of the federal 
agency to include Am iican Indians in 
the bicent nnial plans, the tribal 1 ad
ers said they have nothing to celebrate. 

John W. Warn r, director of the 
American Revolution Bicentennial 
Administration , m t in Washington 
with Indian leaders repres nting 24 
tribes in th Western states. Th y were 
in Washington to meet with offi cials of 
the Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare and to attend the Pre i
dent's Prayer Breakfast. 

Since Mr. Warner was assigned last 
year to dir ct the bicentennial agency, 
he has appoint d a full -time Indian co
ordinator to work with leaders of the 
800,000 Indians in th almost 300 tribes 
in th U.S. 

1r. Warner told the Indian leaders 
that the bicentennial was a "trernen 
dous opportunity to awaken the entire 
nation to the richne s of your h ritage." 

In th ir remarks to the agency direc
tor, the Indian leaders made it pl ain 
that th y were dissati fl ed with their 
present status in U.S. society and there 
fore felt they had ·little to celebrate. 

"Indians are air ady too patriotic," 
said Hobert Burnette, tribal chairman 
of the Rosebud Sioux. H.eferring to the 
Declaration. of Independence, he said, 
"We've n ver had any of that justice
and now you people want us to cele
brate." 

According to one r port, when Mr. 
Warn r took out some bicentennial 
lap 1 pins from a box, one Indian wa 
heard to mutter, "Hooray, here comes 
the beads and trinkets .... " 

RELEASED WATERGATER IS 
" GRATEFUL TO· THE LORD" 

Charles W. Colson, convicted Water
gate con pirator just rel ased from 
prison, said he hopes to spend as much 
time as possible in religious service 
and writing. 

n.~ ~ Photo 

POPULATION CONTROL STIRS CONTROVERSY 
As alarm bells continue to sound over the problem posed by a steadily rising popu

lation curve in a world of limited resources, controversy about how to fa ce up to the 
threat rages on. The conflict is between two basic approaches. Some countries insist 
that family planning programs are the key to population control. Others, however, 
stand pat on the conviction that family planning is futile without economic develop
ment, and some view a large populat ion as a national asset. 

Here, West African men stand by a wall which displays family planninu posters . 

Mr. Colson, raised an Episcopalian, at
tracted wide notice ince his public an
nouncement in Dec mb r 1973 of a 
personal commitment to Christ. 

Indicted in the D aniel Ell berg 
br ak-in case and in th Wat rga te 
cover-up, Mr. Colson, 43, admitted 
guilt to obstructing justice in a plea 
ba1·gaining arrangement. He was sen
tenced to one-to-three years and began 
serving his term last July. 

Mr. Colson, former special counsel 
to President Nixon, said he was "very 
grateful to the Lord" for his release and 
to Judge (Gerhard A.) Gesell for "th"' 
compassion he has shown." 

The fo rmer White House aide said 
he plans to sp nd som time with his 
fri nds and fa mily and la ter hopes to 
concentrate on writing. H hoped to 
write on religious themes combined 
with his Watergat xp rience , and 

also devote "as much time as I possibly 
can" on oth r religious pursuits. 

Judg Gesell of U.S. District Court 
said th r I a e was given b cause of 
Mr. Colson's "serious fam ily difficul
ti es which have gr('atly aggravated th 
severi ty of the sentence imposed." 

In applying for redu tion of the s n-
tence, Mr. olson's lawy rs aid th 
death of Mr. Colson's father had left 
him olely in charge of his 73-year-old 
moth r. Also, hi 18-year-old son, 
Christian , was r cen tly arrested on 
charges of possessing marijuana with 
intent to distribut . 

SELF-DEVELOPMENT FUND 
OPEN TO NEW PROGRAMS 

An 18-month "freez " on new s ' lf
dev lopm nt projects has been lifted 
by a Unit d Presbyterian agency. 

Th denomination's National Com-
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mittee on the Self-Development of 
People recently re-opened the appli
cation process, shut down since July 
1972 when it was discovered that no 
funds were available for new projects. 

At the time of the moratorium, the 
committee had validated a total of $1.5 
million in grants it could not fund. It 
later met the commitments. 

The committee will receive new ap
plications during a two and one-half 
month period, Feb. 1 to April 15. New 
money was received in large part from 
the 1974 "One Great Hour of Sharing." 

United Presbyterians had contrib
uted $4.3 million to the special offering 
as of the end of 1973. The self-develop
ment committee gets one-half of the 
One Great Hour receipts, with the 
other half going for world relief and 
refugee services. 

The granting of self-development 
funds on regional levels was not inter
rupted by the financial problems of the 
national committee. 

Seventy-seven regional units (synods 
and presbyteries) have $943,245 avail
able from 1974 offerings. 

The Rev. Aaron E. Gast of German
town First Presbyterian Church, Phila
delphia, is the new chairman of the na
tional committee. ( RNS ) 

ZAIRE PRESIDENT THREATENS 
A CRACKDOWN ON CATHOLICS 

President Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire 
has threatened to close down all Roman 
Catholic chmches in the country, gov
ernment-controlled Kinshasa Radio re
ported. 

The broadcast said the threat was 
made by the President at a public rally 
here. It said the President charged that 
the Catholic Church in Zaire had "con
tinually opposed official policy decisions" 

Religious News Service Photo 

'SAVE THE PEACE' DEMONSTRATORS 
A three-day "Assembly to Save the Peace Agr·eement" attracted 1,600 registered dele

gates to from 38 states to Washington to voice their opposition to further U.S. military 
aid to South Vietnam and Cambodia. 

At left , a young woman sits in a "tiger cage"- such as those reported to have been 
used in South Vietnamese prisons-during a demonstration on the steps of the Capitol. 

At right, a little girl protects her candle from the wind during a rally in Lafayette 
Park, across the street from the White House. The rally terminated a candlelight side
walk march from New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, where an esti.mated 3,500 
persons attended a 2Jf hour "Peace Convocation," to the White House. 

In addition to demonstrations, the assembly included workshops, addresses by peace 
activist leaders, religious figures, and Congressmen, and lobbying among Senators and 
Representatives. 

by the government. 
It quoted Mr. Mobutu, who was 

baptized a Catholic, as saying he would 
shut down the churches if the clergy 
persisted in "commenting" on Zairean 
politics, or in distributing leaflets criti
cal of government policies. 

Series tensions developed in Zaire in 
1972 between the Catholic Church and 
President Mobutu over his African 
"authenticity" program designed to "de
colonize" the minds of the people of 
Zaire, the former Belgian Congo. 

Recently, the President outlawed the 
teaching of religion in the country's 
schools and universities . 

Catholics in Zaire number some 
9,642,000 out of a total estimated popula
tion of 23,835,000. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATORS ASK: 
WHAT AILS SUNDAY SCHOOL? 

For decades professional Christian 
educators predicted-even anticipated 
-the death of the Sunday school. 

Now they are afraid the prediction 
will come true, at least in so-called 
mainline Protestant denominations. 

Efforts to understand what ails the 

Sunday school and to restore it to 
health are underway, as indicated by 
a "Confrontation Sunday School" con
sultation held in Nashville by the United 
Methodist Christian Educators Fellow
ship . 

It was commonly conceded at the 
meeting that while Sunday school re
mains strong in evangelical Churches 
and sects, it is declining in mainline de
nominations. 

Since 1959, United Methodist Sunday 
school attendance has declined 22.7 per 
cent. Seventy-seven per cent of all the 
schools in the 10 million-member 
Church have less than 100 active per
sons; only 3.1 per cent have more than 
300 members. 

Most of the 230 persons taking part in 
the consultation here were professional 
Christian educators. The program was 
the first of two meetings, the second 
scheduled for Dallas in April. 

There was a time when some profes
sional church educators thought Sun
day morning classes were old-fashioned 
and should be replaced. However, no 
alternative as sustaining or as viable has 
been proposed. 
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"Whereas most people describe 
Sunday school as a standoff and failure, 
it is a remarkable success," Dr. Robert 
Lynn of Auburn Theological Seminary, 
New York, told the consultation. 

"Wherever evangelical Protestantism 
is strong there you will find a vibrant 
Sunday school," said the United Pres
byterian clergyman, a specialist in the 
history of U.S. education and co-author 
of a history of the Sunday school move
ment. 

Dr. Lynn said the real test of Ameri
can Protestantism will come in treatment 
of the Sunday school. 

John W. Westerhoff III, a professor 
of religious education at Duke Univer
sity, Durham, N. C., confessed that he 
has a renewed appreciation of the 
Sunday school. 

"If it were not ~or the Sunday school 
the church would have died long ago," 
he said. "Neve1theless, Sunday schools 
in small mainline churches are sick; 
sick in part because they have tried to 
become modern church schools and 
failed." 

Some problems of Sunday schools 
were discussed from an historical point 
of view by Dr. Sara Little of the Pres
byterian School of Christian Education, 
Richmond, Va. 

Sunday schools, she noted, began in 
the 1830s as lay activities outside the 
institutional churches. Tension was 
created when the movement was taken 
over by the institutions. 

Richard Murray, professor of Chris
ti an education at Perkins School of 
Theology, Southern Methodist Univer
sity, Dallas, pointed out that in recent 
years much of the effort of profess ional 
church educators have gone to non
Sunday school programs. 

He described Sunday schools as dur
able social institutions that provide per
sonal benefit in some parts of the coun
try, particularly the South. 

Instead of bemoaning the elements 
of Sunday school that professional edu
cators do not like, Mr. Murray advised 
affirmation of positive qualities. 

The Rev. R. Harold Hipps, executive 
director of the United Methodist Chris
tian Educators Fellowship, said that to
day the professional church educator 
should be the "keeper of the Sunday 
school." 

Consultation participants were re
minded of a description of the Sun
day school made in 1860: 

"The Sunday school appears to take 
on the character of an endless experi
ment by the grandeur of its objective. 
by the inexhaustible interest it touches, 
by the immortality of the souls it nour-

ishes, as well as by the variety of the 
conditions in which it exists. It is in
vested with this mystery and charm of 
an unfinished enterprise. Its p lan is 
never quite fill ed out." ( RNS) 

INTERRACIAL CONFERENCE 
SET FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Gaborone, the capital of Botswana, 
has been chosen as the site of an un
precedented interracial conference on 
the relationship of Churches to social 
and political structures in southern 
Africa. 

The meeting, set for March 10-16, is 
sponsored by the South African Coun
cil of Churches at the request of the 
All-Africa Conference of Churches. 

A major purpose of the conference is 
to explore Christian responsibilities for 
justice and reconciliation in an area 
where white minority governments 
continue to govern black majorities. 

A neutral meeting place was sought. 
South Africa itself has a strict apartheid 
(racial separation ) policy. Botswana is 
an independent, black-ruled nation. 

John Rees, general secretary of the 
South African Council , said President 
Seretse Khama of Botswana has indi
cated that no travel restrictions will be 
placed on participants from any part 
of the world. Sessions will take place 
at the Gaborone city hall. The 100 dele
gates and 10 consultants will be housed 
in private homes. 

Mr. Rees said 30 delegates will come 
from South Africa; 15 each from Rho
desia and Botswana; five each from 
Angola, Mozambique and Namibia; 10 
from Lesotho, four from Swaziland 
and 20 from other areas of Africa. 

Theme of the gathering is "The Role 
of Christians in Africa in Relation to 
the Situation of Southern Africa." 

A committee made up of the general 
secretaries of Christian councils in South 
Africa, Lesotho, Botswana and Rho
desia is planning the conference. 

( RNS) 

HEALING IS TOO IMPORTANT 
TO LEAVE TO PHYSICIANS 

An appeal to ministers to stop being 
"embarrassed about the healing power 
of religion" was made in Miami by Dr. 
Harvey Cox. 

Giving the medical profession a mo
nopoly on healing is a major failing of 
organized Churches, the Harvard Uni
versity professor told the annual Miami 
Clergy Institute. 

The author of such popular books as 
The Secular Cit y also criticized insti
tutional religion for abandoning "emo
tion" worship, which, he said, had been 

left to Jesus People, neo-Oriental cults 
and the Pentecostals. 

Even physicians are studying spiritual 
healing, Dr. Cox said, adding that 
Churches should restore emphasis on 
healing ministries. 

He suggested that the clergy could 
learn about love and emotions from 
young people who have rejected mid
dle-class, unemotional congregations. 

But he cautioned against accepting 
all youth values . Too many of the 
young, according to Dr. Cox, ignore 
such issues as war and poverty and look 
for authoritarian systems that demand 
no choices. 

"I don't think a biblical fai th is just 
a message of God's dealing with His 
people, of being there just to meet re
ligious needs," Dr. Cox told the 250 
men and women in the audience. "It 
is a message about the whole world, 
peace, environmental harmony, racial 
justice." 

Another speaker at the institute was 
Father Andrew Greeley, Roman Cath
olic priest who heads the National 
Opinion Research Center in Chicago. 
He discussed a study indicating that 
one- third of the American people have 
had at least one "mystical experience." 
A detailed report on the study was is
sued in 1973. 

REPORT INCREASING 
WORLD FOOD SUPPLY 

The world food supply has improved 
and some of the "deficit" nations, es
pecially India, have arranged to meet 
short-term grain needs, according to 
a research report by The New York 
Times. 

"The world food picture has improved 
s 1arply in the last two months, most 
notably for India," The Times said in 
a Feb. 2 special report. 

An improved picture emerged from 
interviews with government offi cials 
and other food experts and data from 
United Nations sources, according to 
reporter William Robbins. 

But Mr. Robbins was guarded about 
the prognosis for the future. The "food 
gap" in deficit nations still amounts to 
millions of tons between February and 
June 30 and "untold numbers of lives 
continue to be threatened by malnutri
tion," he said. 

The Times report said that experts 
stress that "much of the improvement 
has come from costly purchases on the 
commercial market, entailing defer
ment of developmental needs with pos
sible serious con equences. 

"They also emphasize that additional 
needs will continue beyond June 30, 
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the end of the current crop year," The 
Times said. 

India is reportedly receiving all the 
grain its ports can handle. 

One reason for the improved food 
picture, The Times said, is the avail
ability of more U.S. grain than earlier 
anticipated. 

"The Agriculture Department has re
ported record stocks of rice on hand 
and 19 per cent more wheat on hand 
than a year ago, with consumption 
down in recent months," Mr. Robbins 
wrote. 

There are problems in moving the 
stock. "A problem in moving the rice 
~nd other grain is a result of delays 
m Ford Administration approval of 
food-aid goals for the rest of the 1975 
~seal year," said Mr. Robbins, quot
ing government aides. 

When the Administration does set the 
1975 goals, the figure is expected to be 
higher than last year. 

The Times cited an Agriculture D e
partment internal memorandum stat
ing, "As of Dec. 16, 1974, the u.s'. alone 
was in a position to supply all of the 
wheat required, two million tons of 
c?m and 1.5 million tons of rice, pro
VIded the financing can be found." 

SWEDISH MISSIONARIES 
EXPELLED BY CHAD RULER 

The African Republic of Chad has 

expelled nine Swedish Protestant mis
sionaries. 

An announcement (Feb. 6 ) by the 
Swedish Foreign Aid Society of the 
Pentecostal Mission said the mission
ai-ies had been under house arrest for 
a week. 

The statement added that Chad au
thorities had said that missionary work 
could continue "provided that other 
missionaries took over the work." 

The nine ousted missionaries were 
kept under house arrest for a week, last 

ovember, but were then released after 
"interrogation," the statement said. 

Chad's Christian minority has been 
under severe pressure since August 
1973, when President Ngarta Tombal
baye launched his "cultural revolution" 
which .i~c.lu~es ~evival of harrowin'g 
pagan imtiation ntes. 

Reliable sources in both Africa and 
the U.S. have recently reported that 
reprisals continue to be inllicted on 
clergy and laity, particularly native 
~v.a~g~lical Protestants who oppose the 
1mtiation rites on religious grounds. 

The sources have said that hundreds 
of Chadian Christians have been tor
tured and killed for refusing to under
go the initiation, called ''Yondo." 

(RNS) 

A RADIO DEBATE 
IS NOT VERY CALM 

It was a rip-snorting, rootin' tootin' 
battle in Texas. 

Fortunately for both sides, words 
were the only weapons used. And when 
the verbal smoke cleared, each side 
claimed victory. 

The occasion was a broadcast con
frontation between Texas' best known 
Southern Baptist pastor and the state's 
most prominent atheist. 

Dr. W. A. Criswell, 65, pastor of 
Dallas' First Baptist Church, and Mrs. 
Madalyn Murray O'Hair of Austin 55 
the self-professed atheist whose objec~ 
tion to public school prayers led to 
the famous 1963 U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling, squared off in the studios of 
WF AA Radio here. 

Even before the program began, they 
had a debate of sorts at a press con
ference. 

Asked the reason for the talk show 
appearance, Mrs. O'Hair said, "I would 
like Dr. Criswell to understand that 
atheists are viable, warm, human, kind, 
intelligent, understandable, understand
ing and durable people. We have the 
right to our opinions. I want everyone 
to understand that we are fine citizens 
and that our opinions are just as valid 
to us as the religious opinions are valid 
to them and that there must be a sphere 
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HOW LONG, 0 LORD, HOW LONG? 

Those might (or might not) be the 
words on the mind of Mrs. Madelyn Mur
ray O'Hair as she debated theology, 
church-state separation, the validity of the 
Bible, and other topics, with Dr. W. A. 
Criswell, pastor of Dallas' First Baptist 
Church, in an often acrimonious radio dis
cussion. Mrs. O'Hair is a self-proclaimed 
atheist and was a central figure in the 1963 
U.S. Supreme Court decision banning 
prayer and Bible reading in public schools. 

of opm10n in the United States big 
enough for both of us to operate in." 

Dr. Criswell then commented, "My 
whole attitude and circumference is that 
she has a privilege, of course, to be an 
atheist but I think that what she is 
trying to do is destroy our churches ... 
destroy the Christian faith in America." 

Mrs. O'Hair interrupted, "Only Chris
tians can do that ... " 

Dr. Criswell continued, "My impres
sion of all that she does is that she is 
seeking to destroy our churches, and 
her words of freedom, of taxation, of all 
the avenues-nomenclature by which 
she approaches it-has as its ultimate 
end the destruction of our churches. I 
think that is what would please her. 
She would like that." 

When the press conference ended and 
the broadcast debate began, the tempo 
picked up. 

Irked by constant interruptions, Dr. 
Criswell snapped to host Ed Busch, 
"Keep her ti·ap shut until I reply." At 
one point, he told his opponent, "Shut 
your mouth, woman!" 

This sort of back-and-forth led to 
an on-the-air question of how Dr. Cris
well felt about Mrs. O'Hair. 

"I love her, for Jesus' sake," he said, 
"but I hate everything she stands for." 

That led to a charge from Mrs. O'Hair 
that Dr. Criswell's comment was schizo
phrnnic. 

"You can't love a person and hate the 
substance a person is possessed of," she 
said. "You can't separate the person 
from the idea. If you hate my ideas, you 
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Shepherd your flock 
to the Holy Land 

For the first time ever, ALIA, the Royal 
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from New York to Amman, capital city of Jor
dan and gateway to the Holy Land. Every ten 
days until the end of 197 4 and throughout Holy 
Year 1975, sleek ALIA jets will whisk flights 
of your pilgrims to yesterday. 

These unforgettable 10-day tours, de
signed in the true Christian spirit, begin in 
Amman, where you and your flock will be able 
to recapture the fabulous history of mankind, 
in the very places where it all happened. Jor
dan is history itself, dating back an incredible 
3,000 years! 

You 'll see Petra, the famed lost city carved 
out of "rose red rock" which can only be 
reached through a narrow canyon by foot or 
on horseback. And Jerash, not history but pre
history, where artifacts traced to 180,000 B.C. 
have been excavated. 

Guide your flock to ALIA, the Royal Jor
danian Airline, and their special Holy Land 
I. T.C. tours . .. . .. in cooperation with 
Alpha Omega Travel, ltd., 420 Madison Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10017-Tel: (212) 758-531 O 
Premier Tours, 527 Madison Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10022-Tel: (212) 371-2343 
Four Seasons Travel, 92 Luckie St., N.W., 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-Tel : (404) 525-3718 

Alia , the Royal Jordanian Airline, 280 Madison Ave., 
New York, N.Y. 10016- Tel : (212) 725-0044 

hate me. 
Dr. Criswell declared that he equates 

communism with atheism and atheism 
with communism, to which Mrs. O'Hair 
snapped, "That's a red herring issue. 
I do not represent the Communist Party 
of the United States or Russia. I will 
not allow you to bring this up. I did 
not come here to match my patriotism 
against yours." 

A question from a member of the 
studio audience regarding the educa
tional backgrounds of the debaters led 
to new fireworks. When Mrs. O'Hair 
said she had a doctorate in theology, 
Dr. Criswell asked, "Did you get it from 
a diploma mill?" 

"That's insulting," she said. 
"It may be, but I want to know," he 

said. 
Mrs . O'Hair then said her degree was 

from the Minnesota Institute of The
ology, to which Dr. Criswell snorted, 
"Whoever heard of that?" 

He said his degrees were from Bay
lor University ( bachelor of arts) and 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
(master of theology and doctorate in 
theology) , to which Mrs. O'Hair 
cracked, "You're no Princeton, you 
know. You're no Yale." 

At the conclusion of the debate, each 
side seemed to have a worse opinion 
of the other than previously. 

"I am aghast," Dr. Criswell said. "The 
result in my heart is one of amazement. 
I am not accustomed to confronting a 
gutter thought and a gutter religion 
and a gutter theology and gutter atti
tudes. It is new to me." 

Mrs. O'Hair was equally taken aback. 
"I had expf1 cted an erudite, intelligent, 
educated, sophisticated man of the 
cloth," she said. "I find him crude." 

In the near future, Mrs. O'Hair an
nounced, she will go to California for 
"54 radio and televis ion appearances in 
t\.vo weeks, supporting atheists and or
ganizing them." 

Dr. Criswell was asked the inevi
table question: Would he do it again? 

"I don't know," he replied. "I would 
have to think it through." ( R S) 

UM UNIVERSITY SENATE 
TRYING TO SAVE A.M.U. 

The University Senate of the United 
Methodist Church made clear that it 
does not intend to let Alaska Methodist 
University sink quietly into the Arctic 
snow. 

Nor is the 22-member panel willing 
to see the school swallowed up by the 
University of Alaska, which has an ad
joining campus in Anchorage. 

Trustees of Alaska Methodist Uni-

God's Great Promises 
W . T. H . Richard s ta ps the 
treasures of God's many bibli
cal promises to bring you fifty
two encouraging and inspira
tional messages of peace, mercy, 
guidance, and victory. These 
messages provide sustenance fo r 
Christia ns and also serve as ex
cellent thoughts for talks and 
sermons. $2.45 , Paper 

Joy Begins with You 
With God 's guidance we can 
be very important to the peo
ple around us. Donald McKin
ney presents thirty-two brief, 
inspirational readings to show 
us many ways in which we can 
make the world a better place . 
Joy BeRins with You reveals a 
purpose to life through the 
Hol y Spirit , men and women, 
and in giving people direction 
a nd enrichm ent for their lives. 
A book for all ages. $3 .95 

at your cokesbury bookstore 
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versity announced last November that 
they will sell the institution and form 
a successor corporation "to support a 
high quality college of arts and sci
ences at the University of Alaska in 
Anchorage." 

The denomination's University Senate 
has emerged as the major agency fight
ing the demise of the 15-year-old Alas
kan school, the only private college in 
that state. 

Senate members are particularly con
cerned about the Church's responsi
bility in educating Alaska's Indians 
Aleuts and Eskimos. It does not believe 
the State of Alaska cares very much 
about native peoples. 

Dr. Fred Harris, head of the United 
Methodist higher education division, 
said that both Alaska Methodist and 
the state university have been histori
cally insensitive to Indians, Eskimos 
and Aleuts. 

However, he added, three years ago 
the Church school began to develop a 
successful Native American program 
and today a third of the student body 
is native. 

Dr. David Mobberley, another de
nominational education official, said 
that until 1972 the University of Alaska 
had conferred few degrees on Native 
Americans. 
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"Once again the whites have a chance 
to show they are not automatically dis
interested in minority groups," Dr. Har
ris said. 

Dr. Harris is strongly opposed to the 
solution proposed by the trustees of the 
Methodist school; namely, to sell the 
campus and set up a liberal arts foun
dation at the state university. 

Methodists did not give $10 million 
since 1957 to the Anchorage institution 
to see their money "redirected to thf• 
state University of Alaska," he said. 

The University Senate voted to seek 
legal advice on what avenues remain 
open on Alaska Methodist. It particu
larly wants to monitor developments rf'
lated to the pending sale. 

The likely purchaser is the Universi1v 
of Alaska, and some Methodist officials 
have less than warm feelings about the 
state's role in the denominational 
school's problems-which are mostlv 
financial. 

"There is a time for clarifying legal 
positions and the time has passed in 
Alaska," Dr. Harris declared. "We must 
seek to restrain the increasing harass
ment of private institutions by the 
state." 

Some Church executives privately 
claim that the state university is at least 
indirectly responsible for Methodist 

University's troubles. 
They note that the neighboring in

stitutions in Anchorage have a cross
registration program which has worked 
to the disadvantage of the Methodist 
school which has a stronger academic 
program. 

EXCESS "JOY IN THE LORD" 
IS "DISORDERLY CONDUCT" 

A judge in a suburb of Houston, 
Texas, has fined a small Pente
costal congregation $50.00 for dis
orderly conduct that occurred dur
ing a recent revival at the church. 

Municipal Court Judge Richard 
A. Mayhan assessed the fine after 
a jury of six found the Southwest 
United Pentecostal Church guilty 
of disorderly conduct, a misde
meanor. 

The Rev. Edward A. Fruge said 
his church would appeal the de
cision. The charge was brought by 
a neighbor, who said the loud 
noise, including piano and organ 
music from the church, disturbed 
his peace. 

The church plans to build a 
sound-proof building beginning in 
April. 
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How to Have a Giving Church 
What do Norman Nagger, Byr on 
Beggar, Selma Stringsaver , 
and Sally Suburbia have in com
mon ? They all belong t o a financially 
sinking church. They need prac
t ical advice-advice that works. 
Bartlett L. and Margaret J ohnston 
Hess have found the secret of 
acquiring the finances any church 
needs. Their methods work! Paper, 
$2.95 

Prayer-Based Growth Groups 
Great Prayers of the Christian 
Faith for Spiritual Growth 
and Enrichment Through 
Discussion 
We can receive the growing power 
of the Spirit from this new tool 
in the fie ld of growth dynamics. 
Growth groups can be forme d using 
the words of great prayer s for 
inspiration and discussion. By f eel
ing t he mood of the writer of the 
prayer, members release their 
own inner burdens and grow from 
the experience. Charles F. Kemp. 
Paper, $2.95 

Meditations for the Later Years 
Retirement can be t he most re
warding time of our lives. Josephine 
Robertson, writing from her own 
retirement experience, provides 
thoughtful guidance and suggests 
many rewarding paths for anyone 
who wants to participate in the 
joys of day to day living. Large type 
increases reading enjoyment. $3.50 

CLASSICS OF INSPIRATION 
AND DEVOTION 
N OW IN LARGE PRINT 
The Will of God 
Here is clear-minded thinking 
about God's· will. Leslie D. 
Weatherhead presents the will 
of God in three dimensions: in
tentional will , circumstantial will , 
and ultimate will. $5.95 

Riches of the Kingdom 
Opening with a scriptural pas
sage, t wenty-five devotions 
interpret the qualit ies of Chris
t ian life-faith, love, peace, 
kindness, brother hood, and serv
ice. Highlighted with Grace 
Noll Crowell 's own poet ry. $5.95 

Everyday Religion 
A best-selling collection of 
exceptional messages offer ing 
wise counsel on "how to g ive 
ourselves, to fo rgive other s, and 
t o live with t hanksgiving." 
Joseph Fort Newton. $7.95 

By the River of No Return 
The wild, unharnessed Salmon 
River snakes t hrough the Idaho 
high count r y por tr ayed in 
this book. Don Ian Smith offers 
18 meditations about the varied 
reflections of lif e, death, hope, 
and frustration found in the 
simple rhythm of this wilderness 
country. $5.95 

Understanding the Kingdom 
of God 
Spiritual hunger has surfaced in the 
form of the J es us Movement and 
the charismatic revival. Georgia 
Harkness believes that these move
ments lack a clear understanding 
of the life-giving personal and 
social relevance of the kingdom of 
God. Her e is a clear understanding 
of the heart of Jesus' message. 
$6.50 

The Story of American 
Methodism 
This comprehensive one-volume his
tory t races the development of 
Methodism in the United States
from its beginning with the Wesley's 
in England to the changes and 
challenges of later twentieth-cen
tury America. Frederick A. Norwood. 
Cloth, $17.95; paper $9.95 

United Methodism in Theory 
and Practice 
Bishop Roy H. Short discusses 
United Methodist concepts and prac
tices : connectionalism, the minis
try, the episcopacy, the meaning of 
the church, and the conference 
syst er.1. This guide provides knowl
edge of the historic and current 
polities and serves as an aid 
t o an appreciation of the Meth
odist r eligious heritage. Paper, $5.95 

al your cokesbury bookstore 

abingdon 
the book publishing deportment of 
the united melhodisl publishing house 




