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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

May, 1974 

Korea. In mid-April 124 Korean Christian scholars, meeting at Stony Point, New 
York, unanimously requested the U.S. government to 11 see to it 11 that American-supplied 
weapons not be used against South Korean citizens who are working for a "free, in
dependent and unified Korea. 11 The scholars also expressed their support of 11 anti
dictatorial students, intellectuals 11 and others who have 11 redeemed the national 
conscience. 11 They demanded the end of the Park Chung Hee 11dictatorship 11 and the re
lease of four leaders of the Korean Student Christian Federation. 

People. J. Victor Koilpillai, a 53-year-old Methodist layman from India who has 
been publisher and general manager of the .Lucknow Publishing House of the Methodist 
Church of Southern Asia, has been named editorial secretary of the World Council of 
Churches' Publications Office in Geneva, Switzerland .... The Rev. Noe E. Gonzales, 
president of the Lydia Patterson Institute in El Paso, Texas, has been elected chair
man of the UM General Committee on Family Life. 

Chile. Chilean police raided Santiago's Evangelical Theological Community April 20 
and arrested two professors and a secretary. One of the three was the Rev. Samuel 
Araya, former Crusade Scholar and brother-in-law of former Bishop Pedro Zottele. He 
and his wife had planned to be missionaries in the South Indiana Conference for a 
year beginning this summer. The other persons detained without charges were the 
Rev. Joel Gajardo, a United Presbyterian, and Marcia Gallardo, daughter of the treas
urer of the Methodist Church. Of the three only Gajardo had been involved in what 
might be considered leftist activities. The Atlanta Theological Association pro
tested the arrests in a statement directed to the Organization of Amer i can States, 
which was meeting in the Georgia capital. The same week Chile's Catholic bishops 
issued a declaration calling on the military government to end the 11 climate of in
security and fear. 11 

Correction. It was erroneously reported in last month's Mission Memo that a section 
of the National Division of the Board of Global Ministries had given $8,000 to the 
legal defense of American Indians on trial in Minnesota for charges growing out of 
the occupation of Wounded Knee. No grant was made. 

Caribbean. The United Presbyterian Council on Church and Race has proposed a con
sultation on the role of the Church in the Caribbean with particular emphasis on 
11 the area of racial and intercultural ministry. 11 The Rev. Idris Hamid, principal of 
St. Andrews Theological College in Trinidad, told members of the Council recently : 



11 the Cari bbean was a real hunting ground for the empires and they have left their 
marks on us- -or t heir scars . As the area moves from English colonialism to American 
colonialism, if we are not careful we in the Caribbean will become the new American 
Indi ans. 11 

Former Missionaries . Briefings on overseas developments, discussions of the Church's 
rel at ionshi p to autonomous churches and repressive governments, questions about mis
sionari es and a joyful reunion were on the agenda for an experimental two-day seminar 
fo r former and retired United Methodist missionaries living in Florida in Lakeland 
in Apri l . Many of the 52 one-time missionaries, whose combined service totalled 
11 30 years, had felt 11 cut-off11 since leaving missionary service, although most re
main i nvolved in mission interpretation. The seminar was sponsored by two units of 
the Board of Global Ministries . 

Pi keville . A $4,000 allocation from the Division of Health and Welfare Ministries 
of BOGM obtained the release of seven persons jailed April 8 during a scuffle with 
Kentucky state police in front of Methodist Hospital of Kentucky. The seven were 
members of an ad hoc committee of Concerned Christians who support the non-profes
sional hospital workers who have been on strike for 23 months. At the time of their 
arrest they were attempting to meet with a team of investigators from the Joint 
Commi ss ion on Accreditation of Hospitals which was visiting the medical facility. 

Portugal. Church leaders hailed the April 25 coup in Portugal which brought to 
power a group of army officers promising to bring democracy to Portugal and peace 
to her African colonies. The World Council of Churches' Program to Combat Racism 
has f unded humanitarian programs of the l iberation movements in the Portuguese 
colonies of Angola, Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau and has appealed for support for 
Portuguese draft resisters and deserters. United Methodists and United Presbyterians 
--the latter through the Swiss Church--support church development and social welfare 
programs in the African colonies ... On April 23 a shareholders resolution presented 
by the Women's Division of BOGM to Bethlehem Steel Corporation calling on that com
pany to withdraw totally from Mozambique was overwhelmingly defeated. 

Scholarships. This year marks the thirtieth anniversary of the Crusade Scholarship 
program, which was launched by the General Conference of The Methodist Church. Over 
2,500 U.S. ethnic minority and international persons have received educational op
por t unities through the program. The majority of Crusade Scholars have been persons 
serv i ng in church-related vocations . 

Awards. New World Outlook has received first place awards for general excellence 
and photography in the category of mission publications from the Associated Church 
Press . Top honors in other categories went to three other United Methodist publi
cat ions--Together (which has been replaced by United Methodists Today), The United 
Method i st Reporter and Face to Face. 

Sl ai n. The Rev. Louis W. Foxwell, Sr., a United Methodist and a leading teacher 
of t he deaf, was shot in early April outside his Baltimore home and died two hours 



later. Police arrested two youths and charged them with homicide. Mr. Foxwell, 58, 
was founder and pastor of Christ Church for the Deaf, a congregation of 130, making 
it one of the largest churches for the deaf in the nation. 

Conversions. Betty Hutton, one of the top musical comedy film stars of the '40s, 
is working as a cook and housekeeper at a Roman Catholic church in Portsmouth, 
Rhode Island, where she has been befriended by the priests while down on her luck. 
11 I have entered a world filled with beautiful lights, 11 she says, 11 I have found Christ 
at last. I found him here in this simple church. 11 The star of "Annie Get Your Gun 11 

and "It had To Be You 11 and other films, Miss Hutton says she was making $150,000 a 
week ten years ago. "Money was no problem. Love was. Hardly anyone loved me, so 
I ended up buying a lot of people. Here I saw the concern of the priests and devo
tion of the parishioners and discovered what love really is. 11 

Tornado. Emergency grants totaling $20,000 have been sent to tornado-ravaged areas 
of Alabama, Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana by the United Methodist Convnittee on Relief. 
The agency expects to be asked for up to $150,000 for immediate relief of individual 
needs alone. The United Presbyterian Committee on World Relief, Emergency and Re
settlement Services has made initial grants of $5,000 to each of three Synods in the 
tornado areas, which will go to needs not met in the first wave of relief aid by 
other organizations. United Methodist bishops have asked for a church-wide offering 
on May 12 to provide assistance both for the U.S. tornado areas and the famine area 
in West Africa. 

Postscript. Thirty members of Grace United Methodist Church in Corning, New York, 
who are still restoring their own church building after the 1972 floods of Hurricane 
Agnes, spent a week of their Easter vacation in Winfield, Alabama to aid tornado 
victims. They camped out and brought their own food with them. 

Homosexual Minister. The United Methodist Jud i cial Council has ruled that a United 
Methodist whose ministerial credentials were suspended, against his wishes, in 1971 
is eligible to apply for their restoration. F. Gene Leggett of San ~tonio, Texas, 
a self-announced homosexual, was "involuntarily located" by the Southwest Texas Con
ference. In taking the action, the Judicial Council did not refer to homosexuality. 

Arrests. Scores of church-affiliated critics of the Korean regime were arrested 
during the month of April in a stepped-up effort to silence protests. Among the 
arrested were the president of the Korean Church Women's Association, a professor of 
American history at Yonsei University, the top leadership and most of the staff of 
the Korean Student Christian Federation. One of those arrested, the Rev. Park Hyung 
Kyu, a Presbyterian minister, was imprisoned for several months last year but re
leased after an international protest campaign. 

Farm Workers. The United Farm Workers Union, led by Cesar Chavez, is still the 
best labor union for America's farm workers, Dolores Huerta, first vice president 
of the UFW, said April 29 at New York City's Interchurch Center. Ms. Huerta said 
that if the Teamsters Union, currently engaged in a jurisdictional struggle with the 
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UFW in California , had t he real interests of workers at heart it long ago would have 
provided more benefits for cannery and related workers that it has under contract. 
She cited a me dical servi ce, credit union, retirement home, union hiring hall (rather 
than the l abo r contractor) and pesti cide control as among UFW benefits. Ms. Huerta 
spoke following an Interfa i th Service Honoring Farm Workers, held by an inter-denom
inati onal coal it ion. 

Mi s- Info nnation. The Rev. Charles H. Long, Jr., new executive secretary, said at a 
meeting of the U.S . Conference of the World Council of Churches that 11 There is a gen
eral igno rance about what the World Council is, where it has been and where it is 
go ing. I learned that negative impressions last much longer than positive ones. 11 

In order to correct what Mr. Long called 11 mis-information 11 spread by critics of the 
WCC, the U.S. Conference has scheduled its meetings in different cities across the 
country . The April meeting was in Kansas City. 

Shared Facilities . Churches will share facilities and engage in cooperative minis
tries while retaining their separate identities in The Woodlands, a new city being 
built north of Houston. A non-profit organization is developing the concept of multi
use facilities . It has Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Episcopal, Presbyterian and South
ern Baptist representatives on its advisory board. The Rev. G. R. Wheatcroft, an 
Epi scopalian who heads the organization, says the cooperative approach is economical 
and frees the participating denominations to spend more time and money on human needs 
but 11 is not to be confused with ecumenism. 11 

Minneapolis. A new ecumenical ministry in the Midwest Federal Building on the 
Ni collet Mall in Minneapolis offers worship, counseling and group discussion for down
town workers and visitors. It's called 11 Sky-Way 838, Inc. 11 and is based in a suite 
and a chapel. Midwest Federal is providing the space, equipment, telephone and a 
coffee-maker. The new executive director, the Rev. Paul Hanson, who is working with
out salary to get the ministry started, says services will not attempt to convert 
anyone to a doctrinal position, but will emphasize 11 the love of Christ. 11 Sharing in 
the ministry are two United Methodist, a Presbyterian, an Episcopal, and two Lutheran 
churches. 

Membership. In terms of the numbers of people who belong to churches, Americans 
appear to be just about as religiously co11111itted as ever. The latest inclusive 
church member count, as reported in the 1974 Yearbook of American and Canadian 
Churches, stands at 131 ,424,564 up about 35,000 from the previous year. The 
f i gure represents 62 .4 per cent of the total U.S. population, unchanged from the year 
before. 

Interfaith Dialogue. The National Conference of Christians and Jews climaxed its 
annual Board of Governors meeting in New York in late April with a 11 Christian-Jewish
Musl im Dialogue on the Middle East Crisis. 11 Participants expressed optimism that 
peace could be achieved but disagreed on many of the long-standing points of Middle 
East controversy. 
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EDITORIALSCIJ 

The Morality Cap 
It wa the historian A.mold Toynbee 

who popularized the phrase "the moral
ity gap" to indicate the fa ilure of man's 
religious and social awareness to keep 
pace with his technological and scientific 
advances. That "gap" may be narrowed 
by recent t chnological failures , such as 
the rapid transit system in San Francisco 
known as BAHT and a multi-million 
dollar "people mover" in Morgantown, 
\!\fes t Virginia that simply won't work, 
but it is not from this direction we wish 
to close the gap . either can we look to 
public government or the present Ad
ministration fo r exemplary moral lead
ership ( to und rstate it slightly) at this 
time. 

In his recent book, Whatever Became 
of Sin?, Dr. Karl Menninger, the famous 
Kansas psychiatrist, suggests that closing 
the morality gap may be even more 
fundamental than healing the sick, com
forting the anguished, feeding the starv
ing, or ending pollution and the waste of 
natural resources. Dr. Menninger is not 
calling for a return to Puritanism or 
pinning red letter A's on wayward wom
en, nor does he join those politicians 
and publicity seekers who take cheap 
shots at "permissiveness." But he does 
call for establishing in international, na
tional and personal affairs "the supreme 
importance of distinguishing right from 
wrong" and he believes the way to do 
this is "to end the concealment of sin 
under various euphemistic disguises" and 
"confess it ... atone for it and desist 
from it." But those who traditionally 
have been responsible for telling it as it 
is, sin-wise, have evidently abdicated 
this respon ibility, including the clergy 
who have discarded both the notion and 
the word "sin" as obsolete. 

It may sound as if this is a psychiatrist 
advocating brea t-beating and depres
sion, but in Dr, Menninger's thinking 
" in is the only hopeful view." The "pres
ent world miasma and depression," he 
argues, are partly a result of the common 
feeling that sin has ceased to be and 
that we only have neurotics and crim
inals. When "no one is responsible, no 
one is guilty, no moral questions are 

asked .... we sink to despairing hope
lessness." But if "the concept of personal 
responsibility and answerability for our
selves and for others were to return to 
common acceptance, hope would return 
to the world with it." 

It is a little too late to be preaching 
this message to the White House (where 
once there was a President who, though 
no saint, declared "the buck stops here") 
but it is not too late to begin with 
ourselves. It will not be a popular mes
sage, even though we find other words 
than sin . Many more are willing today 
to believe that the fault is in our stars 
than in ourselves. bes t sellers will be 
titled : I'm ot OK and You're ot OK. 
It is easier to believe God wishes us to 
take courses in human improvement and 
yoga than that He asks a metamorphosis 
of the heart. 

Nor is such a message limited only to 
individuals. Institutions and "cruelty 
systems" are involved as well. It is 
possible that Dr. Menninger's conclu
sions about sin, for instance, spring in 
part from his frustrations over the years 
with the penal system in America and 
his conviction that radical changes, not 
just simple reforms, are needed to end 
"the crime of punishment." 

Ours is by no means th first society 
to lose sight of sin. The nineteenth cen
tury Danish philosopher Soren Kierke
gaard said that "sin, the fact that thou 
and I are sinners, people have abol
ished . . . ." in a country where it was 
assumed that everyone was Christian. It 
is only "the consciousness of sin," he 
wrote in Training in Chri tianitt/, which 
can lead to Christianity. "In that very 
instant the Christian life transforms it
self and is sheer gentleness, grace, lov
ing-kindness. and compassion," he de
clared. Evidently, we have looked too 
much for a short cut. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

Pentecost 1974 
(Gues t Editorial by the Presidents of 

the World Council of Churches.) Pente
cost this year is June 2. 

In the letter to the Galatians, St. Paul 

writes of being led by the Spirit and 
walking in the Spirit. He gives a list of 
the fruits of the Spirit, all of them 
characteristics of our Lord. Contact with 
the Spirit through the fellowship of the 
Church may be described as "coming 
alive." 

"If we live by the Spirit," says the 
Apostle, "let us also walk by the Spirit. 
Let us have no self-conceit, no provok
ing of one another, no envy of one 
another." (Gal. 5 : 25-26 ) 

St. Paul was writing to the churches 
of Galatia. His message was directed not 
only to individual Christians, but to 
Christian congregations also. His words 
apply to Christian communions. 

In its liturgy at Pentecost one of the 
member Churches of the World Council 
of Churches uses this collect : 

"When the Most High came down and 
confused the tongues He divided the 
nations, but when He distributed the 
tongues of fire He called all to unity; 
wherefore with one voice we glorify the 
Holy Spirit." 

The World Council of Churches seeks 
to respond to this call to unity. By the 
help of the Holy Spirit much has been 
achieved in drawing together the Chris
tian communions and communities 
which lived formerly in isolation and 
which sometimes showed distrust and 
hostility to one another. 

111e ew Testament presents the 
Spirit as a gift from God giving light, 
fire, freedom and fellowship. The Spirit 
guides to a fuller understanding of the 
truth . The Spirit makes men see visions 
and dream dreams; but these are always 
part of the Spirit's work of glorifying 
Christ. The Spirit's gift is vitality and 
power for a shared life of worship, wit
ness and service. 

We who address you in the name of 
the World Council of Churches are citi
zens of different lands and belong to 
different Christian traditions. We urge 
you to join with us at Pentecost in glori
fying the Holy Spirit and in prayer for 
the unity of Christians and the renewal 
of the Church everywhere so that it may 
render its service for the world ever 
more effectively. 



Ashley Cheshire 

DIVINITY AND DISUNITY IN BIG D 

T he great auditorium of the 
First Baptist Church of Dallas is 
resplendent with Sunday morn

ing finery. 
Families in best dress pack the 

oaken pews for the 11 o 'clock ser
vice. Red and white carnations high
light the front of the hall. Select 
Christian men dressed in bright tele
vision suits decorate the dais. Be
hind them a handsome choir sits 
in robes of gold and scarlet. 

The Rev. Dr. W. A. Criswell , hi s 
hair gleaming white, his Bible open 
upon scarlet velvet, stands fair and 
glowing before them all . He is im
maculate in his pulpit. His suit is a 
fine pastel. A golden tie colors his 
breast. A single red rose rests above 
his heart. 

The former president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and 
of the Baptist General Convention 
of Texas gazes out across his largest 
Baptist congregat ion in the world 
and smiles a gracious and lovi ng 
smile. He is ready. 

" What are the real i ties o f life?" 
he asks, leaning out tow ard them. 

SixthinaSeriesonReligioninU.S.Cities " Are they material ? Do you find 
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them in curtains? Do you find them 
in brick and gold and stone and 
mortar? 

"The Realities Are Spiritual" 

" No!" he shouts, right hand high. 
"The realities are always spiritual , 
never material. The eternities are the 
things that are not seen and the real 
abiding realities are the spiritual 
r alities always." 

On a weekday, speaking from a 
large desk in his darkly furnished of
fice, Dr. Criswell can be quite spe
cific about what these realities mean 
to modern society. 

" I just know that the more social
ly orientated a church is, the more it 
dies," he says smiling. " What people 
need is a new heart, a new life, a 
new vision, a new dedication. If you 
can g t the guy to give his heart to 
Chri t and get right with God, all 
tho e ocial problems you work with 
will ju t automatically disappear." ' 

Doe the church have any in
fluence in Dallas? 

" Ohhh, my friend, if you were to 
take us out, you wouldn ' t recog
nize the city." 

On another weekday morn~ng, 10 

blocks away, th e Rev. Louis A. Saun
ders says sa lvation is not enough in 
God's world . A former Chri stian 
Church missionary to the Philip
pines, he has been executive direc
tor of the Greater Dallas Council 
of Churches si nce 1966. He sits in a 
swivel chair behind a large desk in 
his office sparsely decorated with 
oriental art. But he is always jump
ing up to paw through sca ttered pa
pers or leaning back in search o f the 
right words. 

"Once You're a Christian .. . " 

" They say once you're a Christian 
you ' ll be different, but you won ' t," 
he says. " You won ' t do anything 
about housing problems. You won ' t 
do anything about school problems 
and we need quality education for 
these children who are not getting 
it. It doesn' t happen automatically. 

" I think God is concerned and 
God is the creator of the universe 
and the sustainer of life and he's the 
God of everything and to confi ne 
God to the religion section of Time 
magazine and 11 o'clock on Sunday 
morning is an apostasy, a tragic dis
tortion of the Christian faith and 

cuts its guts out. 
" Is the church making a differ

ence? It 's not making the difference 
it could if we could unite faith and 
Christian action more intimately as 
God intended. " 

Mr. Saunders' group of congre
gations is the only socially oriented 
interdenominational organization 
in the city. It has 220 member 
churches and about 125 of them 
support the council financially. The 
1973 budget was $285 ,161 , of which 
less than half came from the mem
ber churches. The balance is given 
by individuals and specia l sources 
for individual programs. 

A Flock of 18,000 Souls 

Dr. Criswell guides a flock of 
some 18,000 souls in a physical 
plant whose primary structures oc
cupy the better part of four city 
blocks, a couple of blocks from Dal
las' modern downtown towers of 

Ashley P. Cheshire, a former Peace 
Corps volunteer in India and a ve teran 
newsman , is a free lance wri ter in 
Dallas , Texas. 

(217] 9 



10 [2 18] 

In the shadow of the 
city's skyline, an 

estimated 180,000 people 
gathered on the northern 

edge of downtown Dallas 
for a "Jesus music" 

festival at the end of 
Explo '72. 

banking and business. 
The budget this year hit $4,000,-

941.48 and, Dr. Criswell said, " is 
probably the largest budget of any 
church in Christendom." 

Rabbi Gera ld Klein of Temple 
Emanu-EI says Dallas retains "some 
lingering benefits of being border
line Bible Belt so that I think the 
churches are sti ll vital." In a city in 
which the strength of the churches 
is se ldom argued, Criswell and 
Saunders symbo lize better than any
one else the two dominant opinions 
of how this strength should be 
spent. 

Dallas was built as a city of trade 
and transportation and still deals 
mainly in the accumu lation and sale 
of money and goods. It sits on a 
rolling plain wooded sparsely with 
scrub oak and cedar. Its shining 

towers cluster above what is now 
called the " inner city" but a metro
politan area stretches 10 to 15 mil es 
in all directions. There is little heavy 
industry and the air pollution index 
ranges in the teens on a scale of 
100. Most days are clear and blue. 

Long, Benevolent Rule 

Dallas proper has a population of 
844,401 though the Census Bureau's 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical 
Area includes 1,555,950 and it is the 
eighth largest city in the nation. It 
has long been ruled, benevolently 
and usually honestly, by its most 
powerful businessmen, many of 
whom do not technically live in the 
city, but in the "is land" municipal
ities of Highland Park and University 
Park 15 minutes north of downtown. 
The grea test homes in the area are 
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there and tram them the prosper
ous can deal with the problems of a 
modern city at a comfortable dis
tance. 

In recent years, however, the 
power structure has become more 
sensitive. The reigning political 
party, Citizens Charter Association , 
has made strenuous attempts to 
broaden the political makeup of its 
membership. One reason is that the 
city's problems are finally threaten
ing the future of commerce and this 
threat, in part, comes from unrepre
sented peoples. 

Racially the central city is 24.9 
per cent black. The figure is rising, 
indiCating a probiem of " white 
flight" because of court-ordered 
busing to achieve racial integration 
in the city's schools. The Park Cities 
are still white and have been since 
the municipalities outlawed live-in 
maids. The Mexican-American popu
lation in the city measures about 10 
per cent and has recently been quite 
outspoken . 

Inner City Problems 

Thirty-six per cent of the city's 
population lives in an inner city area 
around the prideful towers. There 
occur 63 per cent of the city's mur
ders, 58 per cent of its rapes, 52 per 
cent of its aggravated assaults and 
49 per cent of its robberies. The 
city has an estimated 57,000 persons 
on welfare. 

There are 65 ,000 substandard 
homes in the city and 75 per cent of 
the houses in need of repair are in 
the inner city. Seventy-three per 
cent of all households in the inner 
city do not own cars. 

The information above was not 
announced by a government agency 
in bureaucratic Washington, but by 
John Schoellkopf, the head of the 
CCA, fresh from a meeting of 15 
representatives of Dallas' leadership 
groups. 

" Dallas is well on the way to be
coming another Cleveland or De
roit or Philadelphia or Washing
ton," Schoellkopf said in a later 
speech . He said the city and its poli
tics are headed for fragmentation 
and chaos if something is not done 
soon. 

Lucy Patterson, one of two blacks 
and two women on the 11 -person 
city council, sees housing, transpor
tation and education as the city's 
most pressing problems but she sees 

one great problem beneath all of 
these . 

" The ohe thing I see as the big 
problem is the attitude of the people 
in this community about other peo
ple," she says. 

The Most Segregated Hour 

" We talk a great deal about Chris
tian fellowship and Christian love in 
the churches, but 11 o'clock 
on Sunday morning is the most seg
regated time in this city. 

" The church has a responsibility 
to lead, to help people understand 
that all people are basically alike, 
that all people have the same 
goals for themselves." 

In 1965 former mayor Erik Jons
son and 26 community leaders be
gan the Goals for Dallas program in 
an attempt to plan the future growth 
of the city and avoid the problems 
encountered by the eastern metrop
olises. Committees were established 
to work on every aspect of the city's 
operation and the committee on 
welfare mentioned the role of the 
churches. 

Welfare Goal No. 6 hoped to " en
courage the churches of Dallas, col
lectively a moving force with unique 
resources, to stimulate, coordinate, 
strengthen and provide human ser
vices in our community." 

A coordinating committee headed 
by James H. Stewart, a Methodist 
layman, interpreted the goal further 
as saying " religious bodies of all 
faiths should be active forces for 
social betterment, both within and 
beyond their congregations. The 
phrase 'collectively a moving force 
with unique resources' is descriptive 
and does not imply that churches 
must or should abdicate their indi
vidual responsibilities, decisions 
and programs." 

Services of the Churches 

Questionnaires returned by 145 
area churches with a total member
ship of 204,800 indicated that those 
churches extended guidance and 
counseling, social services (emer
gency and continuing), special 
community services and referral ser
vices to 81 ,527 persons, most of 
them non-members, in 1970. Add to 
that the 44,269 welfare patients 
served at denominational hospitals 
and the 13,744 aided at the judica
tory level and the total comes to 
139,540 needy people served . 

Dr. W. A. Criswell of the 
First Baptist Church. 
"If you were to take us out, 
you wouldn' t recognize · 
the city.'' 
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examine children's art work at 

El Buen Samaritano United 
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Rankin Community Center. 

Bottom, United Methodism's 
distinguished theologian, Dr. 
Albert C. Outler, is retiring 
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professor of theology at SMU's 
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Dr. Outler (seated) was 

recently honored at a luncheon. 
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Joseph D. Quillian, dean of 
Perkins, Bishop W. Mcferrin 

Stowe of the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area, and Dr. Zan Holmes, a 

district superintendent. 
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Stewart siid he was quite pleased 
with the response from those ques
tionnaires though there is little 
doubt that the churches with the 
most to report were the quickest to 
answer. On the basis of that survey 
the committee proposed the estab
lishment of 60 quality day care ce n
ters and 10 day centers for the elder
ly in the churches of Dallas by the 
end of 1974. The committee also 
noted the need for continued emer
gency social services, trained guid
ance and counse ling and emphasis 
on the drug problem. 

The respon sibility for the elderly 
centers was taken up by th e Greater 
Dallas Council of Churches and so 
far four have been established with 
another expected soon . The city 's 
judicatory heads were to encourage 
the establishment of the day ca re 
centers and they have not been suc
cessful. 

" Nothing ... Implemented" 

" Nothing has ever been imple
mented on this, reall y. They just 
kind of left it to each denomina
tion , each ca tegory. Now among the 
Methodists, I know of three or four 
that have been established," he says. 
This report was sent to all those w ho 
answered the questionnaire. 

" The judicatory heads th at ap
pointed us were going to se t up a 
task force to handle thi s but they 
never really did." 

Stewart said the death of Dr. 
William H. Dickinson, pastor of 
Highland Park Methodist Church , 
might have influenced the reso lve of 
the judicatory heads. Dick inson was 
the liai son between Goals fo r Dallas 
and the committee and, as a good 
friend of Mayor Jonsson, ca rri ed a 
certain enthusiasm and influence. 

Stewart says "churches of con
science," especially the larger 
churches, are still concerned with 
mini stering to people outside th eir 
congregations. But there is still a 
problem when it comes to wo rkin g 
together. 

The Grea ter Dallas Council of 
Churches is a good example. There 
are about 1,300 churches in th e area 
but 125 are paying members. There 
are 32 paying United Methodist con
gregations, 31 Presbyterian, 25 
Christian and 12 Lutheran . 

Social Work of Baptists 

There are more than 500 Baptist 
churches in the area but only nine 

give somethin g to the GDCC. Yet 
nearly every church has some pro
gram of its own through which it 
tries to serve the needy. The First 
Baptist Church, which can hardl y be 
accused of ove remphasizing social 
wo rk, spends more than $100,000 
annually to support seven missions 
in th e city that Dr. Cr iswell says 
" minister to all the needs of the 
fami ly" and th e chu rch contributes 
more than $1 million annua ll y to 
what he ca ll s the " denominational 
missiona ry-benevo lent budget. " 

Whether they are working 
together or separately or not at all 
church influence and involvement 
comes in different varieties. 

Most churches wou ld deny that 
there is any overt political act ivity 
conducted from their pulpits or offi
cia ll y by the congregations. Canon 
Courtland Moore, adm ini strative as
sistant to the Episcopal bishop of 
Dallas, says the church should not 
go about "wie lding the big stick and 
playing politics to get things done. 

" It seems to me th e biggest in
fluence the ch urch has in politics is 
th e influence th e church has over 
th e indi vidual person so that w hen 
he acts as a political person he is 
acti ng from w hat he understands his 
Chr ist ian sta nce to be," he says. 

The Church's Political Influence 

" On that grou nd I would say the 
church may have influence political
ly in Dallas far more than anyone 
has even begun to realize because 
basically this is a community that is 
st ron ger churchwise th an many 
other ci ti es." 

If the second asse rtion is true, 
then the hunger, the racia l strife and 
the problems of the poor, the eld
erl y and the young do no t refl ec t 
we ll on th e Christian teaching given 
th e church -goi ng voters of Dallas. 

It is also a possibility that a 
church can be anything i ts members 
o r its pastor wish it to be. Highland 
Park M ethodi st numbers among its 
members former Mayor Jonsson, 
City Attorney Alex Bickley, City 
Manager George Schrader and 
Councilman Garry Webber and it is 
also one of the most socia ll y act ive 
churches in the city. It not on ly has 
in flu ential members but its congre
gation supports church programs 
that attem pt to so lve community 
problems. 

It gives more to the Greater Dall as 
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Council of Churches than any other 
church. Highland Park Presbyterian 
and Park Cities Baptist run second 
and third and the three account for 
nearly hal f the church contributions 
to the GDCC. 

The Most Rev. Thomas Tschoepe, 
Catholic bishop of Dallas, admits 
that the Catholic churches of Dallas 
could be less of an abstraction if 
their congregations amounted to 
more than their current 10 per cent 
of the area population . 

Councilwomen's Views 

City politicians see the churches 
as having definite political influence. 
Two of them, a black and a Jew and 
both of them women, won elec
tion to the council last year. 

" About five or six of us who were 
running made churches every Sun
day because churches are very im
portant," says Mrs. Patterson. " If the 
minister of the church says ' I be
lieve these are good people and you 
should vote for them,' nine times 
out of 10 that's who the congrega
tion is going to vote for." 

She says this may be more true in 
black churches but " then I've heard 
that in some white Baptist churches 
and not just Baptist, the min ister 
has talked to the congregation 
about who he wanted them to vote 
for without having peop~e from 
both sides come in ." 

Mrs. Patterson feels the churches 
should become even more political
ly involved. 

" We had a city election and 
55 ,000 people voted in it. We had 
a school board election and some 
15,000 to 20,000 people voted in it," 
she says. " I know there is an awful 
lot of talk about church and state, 
politics don' t belong in the church, 
but I think the church needs to work 
with the w hole congregation to un
derstand where their responsi
bilities are to the community and to 
themselves and I don't know where 
else this will come from ." 

The Goodwill of Outsiders 

The Greater Dallas Council 
of Churches tries to capitalize on 
the combined strength of all 
churches in Dallas but has only par
tially succeeded. Despite having ex
cluded the synagogues or any 
church not believing in the existence 
of Christ from its membership, the 
GDCC manages to retain the aid and 
goodwill of these congregations. 
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Jews do not number large in the 
Dallas religious communi ty but 
they are in evidence. Rabbi Klein of 
Temple Emanu-EI is president of the 
Dallas Pastors Association and says 
Emanu-EI was founded in 1872 and 
" there is evidence from the very be
gi nning that it was a community
minded institution ." 

Klein , a comfortable man. with 
black, bushy eyebrows and a delib
erate mind, says community in
volvement is a tradition among re
form Jews and " responsibi lity to
ward a better community is a part 
of my religion ." 

The city's largest temple, Emanu
EI , sponsors Rhodes Terrace Housing 
Project in South Dallas, but Klein 
stresses that social involvement is 
still a personal decision. Some of 
those decisions wind up in the 
GDCC treasury. 

Though the council has chaplain
cy programs and food programs, 
some of its best work comes in 
programs that try to give minorities 
greater access to their government. 
One of these is Block Partnership. 

Block Partnership Operation 

This program, run by ex-con Don 
Johnson who displays a full par
don on his office wall in Warren 
United Methodist Church, a black 
church in South Dallas, combines 
churches in the Dallas metropolis 
with neighborhood groups in the 
inner city in the hope . that the 
two groups will work together to 
solve the problems evident in the 
inner city. There is the hope too 
that by working together the dispar
ate groups might understand each 
other better. 

The program has handled and 
so lved problems ranging from in
adequate sewerage to inequitable 
land condemnation and once there 
was the problem of a slaughter 
house next to a school. 

The annual budget is now 
at $45,000 Jnd Block Partnership 
employs three staffers and a maxi
mum of 15 VISTA organizers. 

Th e program has sent a number 
of irate people to the city council 
to air their problems and it has 
usurped some of the social influence 
of the black churches but it is work
ing. 

If the churches and synagogues of 
Dallas were to ever unite behind 
one community cause, it might be 

the hope of quality education for 
all children . To some extent the 
churches have already done this. 

Dallas has been, is and apparent
ly will be ordered by the courts to 
bus its children to achieve a racial 
balance in the city's school s. 

School Integration Is Issue 

White enrollment is already be
low 50 per cent in Dall as public 
schools and if Dallas follows other 
cities, white flight to suburban 
schools will increase significantly. 

Recently a statement issued by 21 
rel igious leaders of all faiths asked 
that church members accept an ac
tive role to ensure orderly compli
ance with the ruling and to be ag
gressive " in speaking and acting 
against those forces which show 
disrespect for the courts or the 
worth of a citizen or a group of citi
zens . 

" We may differ in our language or 
speech, the style of our hair or 
clothes, the color of our sk in, our 
liking of food or music,, but we 
share the same goals ... and the 
same God," read the statement. 

Of course, the effect of this state
ment which is to be preached from 
the pulpits of the city, will not be 
known until after the court's deci
sion is known . Dallas has its goodly 
share of private and parochial 
schools and many like to point to 
First Baptist's school begun last year 
as racially inspired. Dr. Criswell de
nies it, saying he worked 29 years 
to es tablish that school. Even if hi s 
congregation finally relented for less 
than Christian reasons, they are not 
the only ones. 

If the attempt is successful, if a 
basically conservative community 
works through its churches to live 
with a truth it does not like, it might 
say a lot about the true influence of 
Dallas' churches. And it might bring 
about more cooperation between 
faiths and between people. 

" Who else should take the 
responsibility more than the 
churches," says Mr. Saunders. " I've 
just got to believe that religious faith 
means you believe in God. Then 
God is the God of the people and 
he's concerned about people and 
to put faith in action means you 
love people. Without loving people 
nothing's going to happen, and not 
just love 'em in the abstract, but 
love 'em in th e particular." • 
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BBODESIANS: 
TOO BUSY TO CARE? 

Charles E. Brewster 

" With great respect to the Afri
cans-and I like them very much
many are my friends, many are my 
friends. But they would not be able 
to cope with a modern country as 
the Europeans (do) . Because you 
must admit we have the training, the 
t radition, the background. 

" I think you ' ll agree with me that 
the Africans are a pastoral people. 
We have brought them on, yes. 
Hundreds and hundreds are earning 
a lot of money. Many are earning 
more than I am. Jolly good luck to 
them. But are we going to give the 
Africans majority ru le and leave 
them to the mercy of a few dema
gogues? We' re not." 

How does the average white 
Rhodesian, known as a "European," 
rationa lize his denial of elementary 
political and civil rights to the Afri
can majority? The European who 
talked to me in the comfortable liv
ing room of his attractive two story 
home in Salisbury said he worked in 
the civil service and was "a fanatical 
Rhodesian" , but he didn ' t want his 
name used. 

" Are the Africans any better off in 
Zambia?" he asked. " Are the Indi
ans any better off in India, are the 
Biafrans (sic) any better off in Biafra 
because they have majority rule? 

"As far as I can see they' re not 
going forward. The plain fact of hav
ing majority rule-what does it do 
for them? It doesn't do anything for 
them. Look around and see what 
the other countries are doing-this 
is what we say, and what is your 
answer to that?" 

His point of view should not have 
surprised me. The press he reads 
gives almost constant play to the 
fact that not a single independent 
African country has a two-party sys
tem and that many of those coun
tries are run by men with messianic 
egos and dictatorial policies. Ugan
da's President ldi Amin is practically 
a regu lar feature. What the press 
does not mention is that in some 
of the one-party states, such as Ken
ya , there is much more freedom of 
expression and criticism of govern
ment officials than is dreamed of in 
Rhodesia. Nor is it mentioned that 
Africans, like anyone else, are only 
truly free when they have control 
over their own destiny. 

What was hardest to refute was 
his suggestion that America sup
ports Rhodesia 's racis t policies. 
" Look at the shops," he said, " See 
how we' re living. We' re exporting. 
You buy our chrome, do you not?" 

This argument may be easier to 
handle after this session of Congress 
ends. On December 18, by a vote of 
54 to 37, the Senate repealed the 
Byrd Amendment which has enabled 
the U.S. for the last three years to 
defy United Nations sanctions on 
Rhodesia . If the House agrees and 
passes H.R. 8005 a significant moral 
prop will have been pulled out from 
under the arguments of my Rhode
sia host. More significantly, Rhode
sia 's foreign exchange, which has 
been enriched by sor:ne $36 million 
by our defiance of UN sanctions, will 
be severely crippled . 

When my host's wife entered the 



room, she proved to be considerably 
less of a " fanatical Rhodesian" than 
her husband, though like him she 
resisted being " pushed" by other 
countri es. " There are some people 
( mea ning whi te people) who won ' t 
give an inch," she sa id , with
out look ing at her husband . " We've 
got to go on , we've got to progress. 
We ca n' t stay sta tic. Some of the 
w rong people are standing for of
fice. I think Ian Smith would be easi
er to deal with i f he didn' t have cer
tain people behind'-him." 

She was referring to a widely held 
view in Rhodesia that Smith is per
sona ll y more moderate than some 
of the views he is forced to repre
sent by the right wing Rhodesian 
Front. 

She didn' t ca re for the lofty ton e 
in whi ch Rhod es ia is sometimes lec
tured by countries which have had 
their own racia l difficulti es. " How 
ca n these people turn around and 
tell us what to do?" she asked, logi
cal ly enough . " But I think also Rho
desians are on the wrong track. I 
think we need more people like Ken 
Mew [a liberal white who directs 
Ranche House College in Salisbury, 
th e onl y multi-racial adult educa tion 
cente r in Rhodesia] . I don ' t think 
we've got enough right thinkin g 
peopl e." 

And then with a kind of quiet 
sad ness she summed it up : " I think 
we' re all too busy to ca re very 
much ." 

On another evening at a di ffere nt 
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home a success ful Rhodesian barris
ter compared his country's situa
tion with America . Blacks in the 
U.S. , who are " relative ly sophisti
cated compared with our local Afri
cans" are only now being integrated 
into the larger community, he said . 
" From the point of view of a hu
man exercise, thi s is more easily 
done in the integration of a highly 
sophisticated western community 
than it is with a community that is 
only now co-existing wi th wes
tern ers for some eighty years. " He 
found justification for not changing 
the social system in " the tremendous 
rift in outlook" between Africans 
and whites. " I see Negroes on your 
TV," said the barrister, who also 
wanted to be nameless, " and I 
would imagine in Ame rica that they 
got to a stage that is so sophisti
cated, I ca n' t imagi ne how you 
could keep that fellow down. 

" We came to this country as se t
tl ers," he went on , " and we've done 
a tremendous amount for the Afri" 
can . There must be a lim it to the 
ex tent we can help the African . 
You ' re only as charitable as you 
ca n afford to be. It's a simple matter 
of the illiterate and unsophisticated 
swampi ng the sophi sti ca ted." 

Ac tuall y, although the settler 
mentality dominates white Rhod es i
ans, three fourths of the white pop
ulati on has been in the country less 
th an twenty years . One fourth has 
been th ere less than ten years. Last 
yea r, however, for th e first tim e 

more whites left Rhodesia than 
came in . But one recent " settler" 
from Orange County, California, 
called his new country " the last 
paradi se on ea rth. " 

As for the " charity" of the whites, 
a Jesuit priest in Sa lisbury, Fr. R . 
Rando lph , can show convincingly 
with numerous graphs and statistics, 
that although the whites pay much 
more personal income tax than do 
Africans, the money for the educa
tional system is heavily dependent 
on corporate and sales taxes. With
out African labor th ere would be 
precious little of either. " Actually," 
says Fr. Rando lph , " it 's the other 
way around. The African pays for 
the superior education of the 
whit es." 

" As the Africans get more sophis
ti ca ted," my lawye r host continued, 
" they will get greater and greater 
ri ghts. One has to be rea li stic. They 
will ge t th em either because they 
know how to get th em or because 
the European will play out the rope. 

" If you want to bring the African 
on quicker, you need capital. And 
you probably would train him to be 
a creature that th e nex t man 
wouldn ' t mind having as a neighbor. 
Crea tu re, perhaps, is the wrong 
word. A fellow human being." 

He defended his country's 1969 
Land Tenure Act which divided the 
land of Rhod esia, with approximate
ly half go ing to the 250,000 whites 
and the o ther half, and the poorer 
quality land, go ing to the 5.5 million 
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Africans. ' 'The thing w hich is of 
most concern to Rhodesians right 
now," he sa id , " is the right to live 
w here you like but at the same time 
the respect of the other person 's 
point of view as to w ho he wants 
as a neighbor. " In his m ind, the pri
o rity ri ght is determining w ho you r 
neighbo r w ill be, not that of any
one, black or w hite, liv ing where he 
or she wishes . 

Th e Afr ican National Council is 
seeki ng a revision of the qualifi ca
tions for voting, among o th er things. 
Currently onl y about 10,000 Africans 
qualify to vo te. The qualifications 
are set entirely on income. A fa irer 
test-if a test must be required
would be literacy o r a ce rtai n edu
ca ti onal leve l. But this was totally 
rejected by my lawyer host. 

" I am ve ry di sappointed w ith 
some of the people w ho are aca
demically 'qualified' these days," he 
said , in modified unhysterica l tones. 
" Financial sta nd ing gives a broader 
p icture of the person . It ind icates an 
indiv idual w ho is not onl y academi
ca ll y qualified but one w ho stands 
up to the ordinary commercial cut 
and thrust. Generally speak ing, (the 
more money) you've got a more 
w hole human being. The veneer of 
education is deceptive. Money is a 
truer indication of the man's abili
ty." The man, incidentally, has been 
a member of one · of the country's 
Methodist ch urches. 

Wh ite Rhodesian Christianity has 
had no one to compare with Beyers 
Na ude, Brian Brown and other 
members of South Africa's Christian 
Inst itute w ho have res isted the Mc
Carthy-like Sch lebusch Commission 
and have stood up for progress ive 
racial policies . 

One w hite Rhodesian in Chris
tian leadership w ho has the ear of 
Ian Smith and other government 
leaders is the Rev. Gary Strong, who 
this year is directing a " New Life for 
A ll " evangel istic campaign through
out Rh odesia . Strong is an ebu lli ent 
preacher with an informal sty le, 
wi nsome personal manner and 
conservative theology that has made 
him the best known white clergy
man in Rhodesia . 

" I've had to make a choice," 
Strong told me. " Either I could en
ter radical po liti cs-which I cou ld 
do, but I've seen radical politicians 
become used- or to realize that in 
the long term of any nation it is the 
spiri tu al end for w hi ch people live. 
Th ere is go ing to be a need fo r sp ir
itual facto rs, no matter w ho rules." 

During two lengthy conversations 
on this subject, Strong admitted that 
for the last two years he hadn ' t 
" touched politics at all. " But in ear
ly years he was quite outspoken and 
has " a fi le of letters to governm ent 
officia ls urging them to change the 
policies of this country." He backed 
off from even this behind-the
scenes-campaigning afte r the Afri
ca ns rejected the Pearce Commis
sion proposals. " Under God I've fe lt 
this was w hat I had to do," he said . 
But now that he is heading the New 
Li fe fo r All campaign, which is in
terracial in its evange li stic emphas is, 
he told me at the end of our second 
conversat ion that the Lord may be 
ca lling him " to rethink my mes
sage." He ag reed that it was impos
sible to talk about New Li fe to Afr i
ca ns w ithout speak ing to the socia l 
situat ion in w hich African Rhode
sians find themselves. 

That situation is one of ri gid seg-

Opposite page : The road to Tafara, one of many African townships outside Salisbury 
in which Africans are required to live. The word in Shona, ironically, means "We 
are happy." Dr. Ken Mew, below, is one of Rhodesia's tiny minority of liberal 
whites and director of Ranche House College, a multi-racial adult education center. 
"If you accept the idea that the races must live together, then we have a role to 
play here," says Mew. 

''If Jesus 
were to 
come to 
Rhodesia 
he would 
be called 
a political 
priest.'' 



regation wh ich looks increas ingly 
like South Africa 's apartheid . There 
are sepa rate swimming pools and 
playg rounds, unequal pay for the 
sa me work, and a school system 
w hich devotes $20 Rhodesian dol
lars a year to the African child and 
$300 to the European. Urban Afri
ca ns are required to live in tow n
ships, in most of which they cannot 
owr1 property, surrounding the 
white city areas. They are far 
enough away from the city to be out 
of sight, but near enough to be use
ful to the w hites. Africans who work 
as domestics for whites generally 
stay in a sma ll house on the white 
property, but they cannot have any 
members of their family with them 
who are not also employed in the 
house- They often share primitive 
toilet facilities with other domestics, 
w ho may be total strangers. 

Africans are hassled and op
pressed by a ridiculous Law and Or
der (Maintenance) Act which inves ts 
v irtual authoritarian rule in the Min
ister of Justice and Interna l Affairs. 
The Act itself run s to 57 pages and 
is so vague throughout that practi
ca ll y anyth ing can be an offense. It 
is fil led w ith such phrases as " If at 
any time the Minister consi ders that 
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it is desirable, etc ... " The authori
ties have tri ed to think of 
everything. Sections include prohi
bitions agai nst " subversive state
ments," publication of false news, 
intimidation, boycotting, statements 
threatening or encouraging violence, 
the use of opprobrious epithets in 
relation to employment, and causing 
disaffection among poli ce. Under 
th e act persons ca n be arrested with
out warrant and impri soned up to 
six mon ths. In addition to jail 
and fines, the act also allows any 
court to add to the sentence a whip
ping " not exceeding ten strokes. " 
Th e only ones who escape that pos
sibility are those w ho have been 
sentenced to death or life imprison
ment. If there is an opposite to the 
Bill of Rights, it is Rhod es ia 's Law 
and Order (Maintenance) Act. 

Since the Rhodesian Front came 
into power in 1965 some 15,000 
Africans have been arrested as politi
ca l prisoners, and African opposi
tion groups, such as th e Zimbabwe 
African Peoples Union (ZAPU) and 
the Zimbabwe Afri ca n National 
Union (ZANU) have been banned 
and their leaders impri soned . The 
only African organization permitted 
is th e African National Council , but 
many of its leading members have 
arbitrarily been arrested and jailed. 
Its president, United Methodist Bish
op Abel T. Muzorewa, has not been 
permitted to have his travel docu
ments for travel outside the country 
(a surprise exception was made in 
February for a church consultation 
scheduled for Malawi) and he is not 
allowed to travel in the tribal trust 
lands where three fourths of his 
churches are. He has had a long 
bout with ulcers. Good humoredly, 
he says, "My life is one of bannings. 
I am banned from leaving the 
country by my government and 
banned from eating sadsa by my 
doctor." 

On December 11th, the soft-spo
ken bishop was awarded the United 
Nations General Assembly's Human 

Rights prize, but his government 
refused to allow him to go to New 
York to receive it. During the pre
sentation his chair was left symboli
cally empty in the General Assem
bly hall. Leopoldo Benites, the As
sembly's president, said that " Bishop 
Muzorewa, with complete self-ab
negation and in extremely difficult 
circumstances is working to defend 
human rights in Rhodesia. " In Jan
uary he was the recipient of a spe
cial message and a medallion from 
Pope Paul. 

Yet last year he was refused per
mi ss ion to speak in the pulpit of 
Salisbury's Anglican cathedral. I 
talked with the Anglican warden 
who said he was largely responsibl e 
for that decision. An active partici 
pant in Lay Witness Missions, the 
warden yet defended his action on 
the grounds that Bishop Muzorewa 
" is also the leader of a political 
movement". Although he said it had 
all been a " tragic misunderstanding" 
he sa id he would do the same thing 
again . (Government politicians have 
spoken from the pulpit, including 
one Minister of Justice who claimed 
that when Jesus said there are 
" many mansions" he meant that 
there could never be equality be
tween the races. ) 

Judith Todd, in her new book Th e 
Right To Say No, quotes Bishop Mu
zorewa. " If Jesus were to come to 
Rhodesia and spell out what it 
means to love God and neighbors, 
he would be called a 'political priest' 
by our preacher politicians." 

On the last evening I was in Rho
desia I had dinner with the bishop, 
four African pastors and their wives, 
and Mrs. Muzorewa, and several 
missionaries in the bishop's unpre
tentious home which is bordered on 
three sides by a whites-only golf 
course. We sang Harry Emerson 
Fosdick's hymn, which has recently 
been translated into Shona ; " God of 
Grace and God of Glory." " .... 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
For the facing of this hour." • 
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BLACK 
RHODESIANS: 
TOO BUSY TO BATE 

A 
ccording to the Rev. Isaac 
Mawokomatanda the main 
reason for the phenomenal 
growth of the United 

Methodist Church in Rhodesia in 
the last few years is the political 
situation. 

" The bishop (Muzorewa) has in
volved himself and the people 
really like his leadership," he says. 
" The bishop had the courage to go 
against the government. Ninety
nine percent of the Africans support 
him." 

But the observer is forced to con
clude that another reason for the 
Church's growth is its ability to at
tract men of the leadership qualities 
and evangelistic energy of Isaac 
Mawokomatanda. The 1968 Cen
tral Conference Journal showed 
15,626 preparatory and 17,296 
full church members, but the 
total is undoubtedly much higher 
now. 

If Mawokomatanda's last name 
is a bit of a mouthful for westerners, 
it may be easier to call him as he is 
known , "Ma pipi", whence his mid
dle initial " M", which means " mira
cle. " His parents had been married 
21 years without children before 
Isaac came along. 

Interestingly, his wife's parents 
were childless seventeen years be
fore she was born. " Our love was 
strengthened by that, too," says 
Mapipi. 

When he was appointed to Mab
vuku , an African township on the 
outskirts of Salisbury, the church had 
180 members. Last year it had 250, 
and now it has 381. Average atten
dance is 500. He has been refu sing 
membership to those who are al
ready members of other churches. 

" The organization in Rhodesia is 
one of the best so far," he says in 
his warm and easy-going manner. 
" It touches the whole persona lity 
of a person. If it is hunger which 
str ikes the country, the Church is 
concerned , just as for the spiritual 
growth of the person ." He sa id 

f 
The Rev. I. M. Mawok
omatanda stands with 
three of his children 
in front of their home in 
the African township of 
Mabvuku. He gives much 
of the credit for the 
growth of the church to 
the leadership of Bishop 
Muzorewa (opposite 
page). Women in the 
Mabvuku church are 
active in a sewing 
project from which they 
earn extra money for 
church programs. 



Dr. Kaa re Erikson, a 
professor of chu rch history at 
Epworth Theological Coll ege, 

has ta ught many of the 
new United Me thodist 

mini te rs who are re ponsible 
fo r the church's d ynamic 
growth . Among the m are 
Mawokomalanda and the 

Rev. Ze bed ia h T. 
Ma rewa ngepo, right , 

mi niste r o f the church 
al Highfie ld, anoth e r township 

nea r Sa li bury. 

" person", not simply " man". 
A typica l week for Mapip i begins 

with conducting worship at two or 
three preaching points on Sunday, 
in addition to preaching at his Mab
vuku church . O n Tuesday he has 
afternoon classes with women and 
evening meetings in homes in the 
township. Wednesday he does a lot 
of pastoral visiting and also speaks 
at the government secondary 
school . 

On Thursday he leads a short ser
vice under a tree in a European sec
tion of town for domestic workers 
who cannot make it to Su nday ser
vice in the township . Despite the 
clear need for a church building in 
those areas, the Church is not al 
lowed to build there, nor use the 
facilities of a white church, because 
of the 1969 Land Tenure Act. 

He and United Methodist mission
ary the Rev. Marsha Ball recently 
conducted a series of revivals in 
Salisbury. 

Almost all the evenings of the 
week are taken up with counselling 
sessions, Bible study groups, or 
meetings in homes in the township. 

Mapipi and his wife and five chil
dren (three girls and two boys) 
live in a tiny four room rented home 
common to all the African town
ships surrounding Salisbury. Inside, 
it is clean and neat, if sparsely 
furnished . There is only cold running 
water and no electricity. Like other 
Africans th Mawokomatandas must 
get permission from the white gov
ernor of the township if they wish 
to have anyone, even a relative, tay 
overnight. The governor lives in a 
spacious house on the outskirts. 

Mapipi studied at Old Umtali and 
also at the Mindolo Ecum nical 
Foundation in Zambia . In 1967 he 
completed his theological cours at 
Epworth Theological Colleg in 

al is bury. 
At Epworth one of his t ach r , 

Dr. Kaare Erik on , who i a prof or 
of church history, rememb rs Mapi
pi as one of his mo t dedicated and 
capable student . Erikson , a United 
Methodist missionary from orwa . 
i himself an in pirat1on to th stu 
dent . He went blind sev ral y ar 
ago, but manag to keep up with 
the h Ip of hi wife, Asta , and two 
tare r ord rs. h sp nd ev ral 
hours a day recording s ct1on of 
new book for h1 tudy. Th Coll eg 
al o ha a numb r of out tanding 

f ri can pro f Psso r 
" I am thankful for what I I arned 

at Epworth," ay Mapip1 " \, ar 
all doing our b t to w1tn fo r 

hrist h r in Rhod 1a ." • 
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ISAAC H. BIVENS 

IREFLECTllOns on THE 
AFIRllCA conSUlTATllOn 

The first consultation between th e 
six African United Methodist bish
ops and their annual conference 
delegates and staff, board and epis
copa l representatives from th e 
United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries in America took place in 
Salisbury, Rhodes ia in February. 

For th e first time a forum was 
available for African leaders, clergy 
and laity, to speak with a significant 
sense of African unity to contempo
rary issues in Christian mi ss ion . 

The Consultation was one mea ns 
by which the Board of Global Min
istries is beginning to terminate a 
fragmented approach to co ll eague 
churches in Africa . 

From major papers presented by 
th e Africans and Americans, di scus
sions, reso lutions and a statement 
from th e African bi shops, it is poss i
ble to determin e some impl ica ti ons 
of the Consultation fo r Chri st ian 
mi ss ion, for the United Methodist 
Church es in Africa and in the U.S. 

A deba te is taking pl ace w ithin 
th e United Methodist Church in th e 
U.S. about th e reasons fo r, o r the 
mea nin g of, th e reduction of th e 
number of missionari es that th e 
Church has in the " fi eld ." Some 
United M ethodi sts in the United 
States want to " beef up" the mi s
sionary force in Africa. (In January 
the Wor ld Divi sion o f the Board of 
Global Ministri es was supporting 
267 U.S. missionaries to Africa, both 
on the field and on fur lough .) 

Deba te ca n be futi le and may 
even be unchri stian, if we do no t 
hear from those affected by w hat we 
are now doing in mission. Africans 
spoke to this iss ue at the Consulta-

Dr. Bivens is execu tive secretary of the 
Africa office, World Division, United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries. 

lion from within thei r contex t of a 
vibrant Chri stian evange li sm and 
from the reality of a rapidly chang
ing political , social and cultural 
scene. Bishop Emilio de Carvalho 
of An go la to ld the Consultation th at 
a new form of mi ss ionary invol ve
ment is needed for a new era . 

" We rea ffirm the va lidity of mis
sionary presence as an essential part 
of th e Gospel of Jesus Christ," he 
stated, " but only w hen it leads to 
se lf-identity for the loca l church and 
its lea dership. 

" Lifelong commitment has hin 
dered and slowed th e formation of 
loca l Church lea dership, perpetu 
ated paternali sm and maternali sm, 

obstructed the sp1r1t of the 
Churches' own initiative, and de
layed self-determination and un ifi
ca tion of Churches. 

" W e thus agree with short mis
sionary careers, being a mi ss ionary 
moved from one country to another, 
instead of spending 30 years or 
more in th e sa me country." 

On a moratoriu m of North Ameri
ca n missionari es, which some Afri
ca ns have urged, he sa id , " It should 
not be done to save money but it 
should rath er be an opportunity, 
perhaps the only one given to the 
loca l Churches, to find th eir ow n 
identity, to rise or fa ll by them
selves. " 



The Consultation did not 
call for a moratorium on missionaries 
but for selective, effective sending. 

This is an interesting comment, 
when viewed against two phenom
ena. A recent study by the Rev. El
liott Kendall , secretary of the Chris
tian Mission Conference of Great 
Britain and Ireland and a Methodist 
minister, reveals that the expatriate 
missionary presence in Africa has 
grown from 10,000 in 1910 to over 
37,000 in 1973. Yet a study by Dr. 
David Barrett, an Englishman based 
in Nairobi , Kenya, doing research on 
the African Church and other reli
gious I ife, tel Is us that the most rapid 
growth of Christianity has taken 
place among independent churches 
in Africa, which lack missionaries. 

African Church leaders ask why 
the number of missionaries is rising 
in countries which have achieved 
political independence and where 
Africanization has saturated all as
pects of national life. 

A resolution coming out of the 
consultation suggested the Board 
"call home those missionaries who 
no longer have a positive contribu
tion to offer." The African churches 
also discouraged "the idea of life
time missionaries, in order to en
courage African leadership toward 
its fullest possible development." 
The Consultation resolved that each 
Church, together with the World Di
vision, "evaluate existing programs, 
projects and personnel as to 
whether they are in line with devel
opment." The Consultation did not 
call for a moratorium on mission
aries but selective, effective send
ing. 

Other suggestions were that the 
Board send persons only as re
quested by African churches (actual
ly the policy of the World Division) 
and that volunteers not come to 
Africa on their own at this time. We 
in the United States were asked to 
be willing to listen and learn from 
those whom we have helped to 
grow. (Are we prepared to receive 
missionary pastors, bishops, teach
ers and community workers from 
Africa?) 

The Consultation said that theo
logical education must be reflected 

22 [230] 

and articulated incarnationally. That 
is, it needs to be indigenously ori
ented to enable meaningful proela
mation of the Gospel and nurturing 
of the Christian community in 
Africa. 

The African theologian must be 
part of the culture and community 
that produces the religious experi
ence. Roughly 90 percent of the 
faculties of African seminaries where 
United Methodists receive training 
are white Western m1ss1onaries. 
African Christians should be in the 
majority. 

There was a polite but serious 
questioning of the fact that with an 
annual assured budget of about $2 .9 
million from the Board for mission 
in Africa , only about $450,000 is 
available for the program of the 
Churches. The rest supports Ameri
can missionaries, some of whom are 
doing jobs that well-trained Afri
cans are prepared to do. They are 
not performing these tasks because 
the African Churches cannot afford 
to pay their salaries, which would 
hardly equal one-third the cost of 
maintaining a missionary. 

In my statement to the Consulta
tion, I told the delegates that the 
Board of Global Ministries affirms 
the validity of Christian mission . It 
affirms that a missionary presence is 
one expression of our total com
mitment to the mission of Christ. 

The Board, I said, affirms other 
expressions of mission that are of 
equal value, such as the develop
ment of indigenous leadership, the 
internationalization of the mission
ary force, financial aid, evangelism 
and mission on all continents. 

We affirm our desire to recruit 
and send missionaries to places 
where the task is well-defined, the 
need for expatriate presence clearly 
evident and where the Christian 
witness is enhanced by such a pres
ence. 

In my opinion, every missionary 
assignment should have had, or 
should get, evaluation by the 
Churches in Africa and by the Board. 
If possible, an African should be in 

training for each position held by a 
missionary. This should not be 
viewed as looking forward to the 
day of the end of the misionary, but 
rather to the day of self-sufficiency 
on the part of the people and self
hood on the part of th~ Churches 
in Africa . 

There is something terribly amiss 
when we are determined to send 
American missionaries to work in 
Afric;:an Churches and institutions 
where there are qualified African 
pastors and laity, unemployed be
cause the Churches do not have the 
money to pay them. 

We must challenge our theo
logical conception of " the mission
ary" so that any Church in the 
United States can accept the nation
al person as " its own" missionary. 
We have accepted Swiss, Norwe
gians, Swedes and Germans as our 
missionaries. Why can't we accept 
Africans, Asians or Latin Americans? 

There seems to be a deep-rooted 
assumption that we Americans need 
to be present in Africa in great num
bers, rather than great quality, to 
oversee the unfolding of God's 
work. We assume large numbers of 
missionaries are necessary to protect 
the purity of the proclamation of the 
Gospel. 

African Church leaders, on the 
other hand, need no assurance that 
the Holy Spirit is with them work
ing His will. The Africans assure us 
that God has done and is doing 
mighty works and He is calling them 
to respond as His instruments. In 
their " yes" to God, they demand 
the freedom to tell us what God has 
revealed to them and what our role 
in His plan may be. The continuity 
and growth of the Christian Church 
depends on the Africans' "yes" to 
God and our " yes" to the African 
Churches. 

The Consultation was the first 
step in a process that can lead to 
full integrity in the relationship be
tween our Churches. There must be 
follow-up plans to address the prob
lems that affect mission. We have 
merely begun. • 
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PIO•EERlllG Ill THE llORTH WOODS 
Northern Wisconsin is a woods 

and lakes paradise. Many communi
ties nearly double in size during the 
summer with the influx of vaca
tioners. 

If you come to these north woods, 
you might take a look at another 
attraction-a meaningfully struc
tured contemporary church. The 
church is called Presbyterian Pioneer 
Parish and it celebrates nine worship 
services in nine different sites each 
Sunday morning. 

Four years ago while camping at 
Lower Eau Claire Lake, I was delight
fully surprised to find this church. 
Three years later I was called by the 
parish to serve as a co-pastor. 

The four co-pastors who serve the 
parish rotate weekly, preaching in 

Mr . Larson was formerly a short-term 
United Methodis t missionary in Algeria. 

all nine worship centers every 
month. The parishioners don' t seem 
to mind. In fact, their general re
sponse is positive. 

" Having four co-pastors adds zest 
to worship," one parishioner claims. 
" It gives us a chance to experience 
regularly four completely different 
preaching styles. I like the flavor 
and variety of having a role-playing 
sermon one week, a three-point ser
mon the next, and a sermon with 
visual aids the next. 

" Because each minister has his 
own personality, our worship re
mains flexible . We don' t get in any 
ruts." 

Tie-Dyed Stoles 

The first thing that strikes the vis
itor participating in worship is the 
minister's apparel. He wears a tradi
tional black robe with a modern tie-

Lynn s. Larson 
dyed stole. 

A common bulletin is used in all 
nine churches, with the co-pastors 
rotating responsibility for creating 
it. The responses and prayers in the 
bulletin can be disarmingly fresh. 

A lay member put it this way, 
" The current and creative liturgy 
picks me up. It tells me that life is 
going on here." 

During the worship celebration 
" concerns of the church" are an
nounced. One Sunday the congre
gation heard their ministers say : 
" This afternoon the parish youth will 
meet at New Hope. The movie 'Right 
Here- Right Now' will be shown 
and discussed, and plans for this 
summer's youth mission trip will be 
finalized ." 

" Big Church" Programming 

The announcement exempli fies 
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Above, the Stewarts, Tom, Jo, 
Kay and James, who lost their 

home in a fire on New Year's, 
say they " never knew we had 

such a big family." Ministers 
Aslyn and Milloy discuss the 

symbolism of the original stoles 
designed by Mr. and Mrs. 

Milloy for the parish worship 
leaders. Clerks and treasurers 

of the nine churches pool 
their resources to figure out 

the new annual report forms of 
the United Presbyterian Church. 

ho1 
giv' 
do 
Yot 
tog 
tha 
ti or 
ren 
to a 
to 
tim 

E 
trip 
out 
witn 
wen 
rool 
ect 
but 
one~ 

mori 
T~ 

Paris 
nigh 
ish Q 

bod~ 
cong 
gethl 
three 
fro 

Th 
ly, r 

spec 
total 

Vi 
half 
to JO 
navi 
in t~ 

Th 



how the Pioneer Pari sh structu re 
gives churches the opportunity to 
do " big church" programming. 
Youth from all nine committees join 
together bimonthly to enjoy events 
that are enriched by good educa
tional resource materials (a $25 film 
rental fee, which would be a burden 
to a small church, is no major hurdle 
to a large parish) and lots of staff 
time. 

Each summer the parish m1ss1on 
trip finds twenty-five youth traveling 
out of state for two weeks to work, 
witness and learn. Last year they 
went to Kentucky and put a new 
roof on a church. This kind of proj
ect is not unique for big churches, 
but it is usually impossible for small 
ones. The parish also hosts two or 
more mission groups each summer. 

The next announcement was " The 
Parish Council will meet tomorrow 
night at the Brule Church ." The Par
ish Council is the primary governing 
body of the nine town and country 
corigregations who have joined to
gether. The council is made up of 
three representatives (Ruling Elders) 
from each of the nine worshipping 
communities plus a treasurer, a 
clerk, and four staff persons. 

Ruling Council Duties 

The Parish Council meets month
ly, rotating to all nine locations. It 
is responsible for hiring and over
seeing the work of four pastors, pro
gramming all coordinated activities, 
budgeting for its parish-wide minis
try, and continually evaluating and 
planning the general direction and 
specific steps of Pioneer Pari sh's 
total mission . 

Visitors were welcomed on be
half of Pioneer Parish and invited 
to join the congregation for Scandi
navian coffee and homemade rolls 
in the basement after service. 

Then came the final announce-

ment : " Next Sunday evening, the 
first Sunday of Pentecost, we will 
ce lebrate another informal parish
wide family night. As you know, we 
have a special event like this-with 
worship, study, fun , and fellowship 
-at the beginning of each new sea
son of the Church . Next Sunday it 
will be held at the Solon Springs 
church building. We will try to re
enact portions of an ea rly Pente
costal tent meeting, and focus on 
the meaning of this new season." 

At the benediction everyone 
stood. The ministers asked the con
gregation to join hands across th e 
pews and repeat after him : " I like 
you / the way you are!/ I like me./ 
I'm a better me because of you! / 
We have worshipped ; now we leave 
/ in the power of Christ/ and in His 
peace!" 

Origin of the Parish 

On the way out of the sanctuary, 
visitors can pick up he latest edi
tion of " Pioneer Parish News" and a 
brochure which tells the Pioneer 
Parish story. The newspaper con
tains contributions of original writ
ing, common concerns and news 
from members and friends of the 
parish family. It is a vehicle for 
strengthening parish identity. It is 
published monthly and mailed to 
nearly 600 families. 

The brochure describes how the 
parish started as a " yoked " ministry 
of thirteen churches twenty-five 
years ago, and is gradually evolving 
toward an " area church" with nine 
centers of worship. 

It is a venture of Chippewa Pres
bytery of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. and receives 
denominational aid through th e 
Synod of Lakes and Prairies. 

The nine congregations, which 
together span an area of about 
1,600 square miles, include: Ben-

nett-Countryside, Brule, Gordon, 
Iron River, Lake Nebagamon, Solon 
Springs, South Range-First, South 
Range-New Hope, and Superior
ltasco. 

What is it like being a member 
of Pioneer Parish? " For me, it's like 
being a part of something where 
small is big," one person explained . 
" I mean, in Pioneer Parish , we enjoy 
the personal autonomy and fellow
ship of a sma ll congregation. At the 
same time, we are a part of a large 
strong family of nine congregations 
with four pastors and a thousand 
members." · 

"Small but Not Dying" 

" The sheer size of our parish 
means that our individual efforts 
have more consequence," another 
member agreed. " And because of 
the parish there's more energy and 
movement to plug into." 

" I' ll tell you why I like Pioneer 
Pari sh," another member volun
teered, " Security. We' re a small rural 
church but we' re not a dying one. 
We are a part of something that is 
soli d and growing. It gives us hope." 

From the pastor's point of view, 
one advantage of this structure is 
the consolidation of worship duties. 
Si nee each co-pastor writes the 
prayers and responses for the bul
letin only once every fourth week, 
he is compelled to create them 
more carefully. 

The sa me goes for sermons. When 
I prepare a sermon, knowing I may 
be preaching it nine times, I invest 
greater preparation in its quality. 

The Pioneer Parish structure af
fords a better stewardship of staff 
ti me and effort. As the Reverend 
Dave Heyser, pastoral care specia list 
on the staff put it : " Before Pionee r 
Pari sh, I did mostly maintenance, 
often in tripli cate. This stru cture 
frees me from a patch-work kind of 
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Activities at 
Community Support Night 

included music. 

ministry and allows me to specialize 
in what I enjoy and am good at. " 

Advantages of Team Approach 

This kind of team ministry gives 
each congregation not one but four 
sets of clergy concerns, imaginations 
and skills . And in the event of a per
sonality clash , both laity and clergy 
have several other options and other 
paths open. 

Mr. Heyser does all the crisis 
counseling and takes responsibility 
for the visitation of all members. He 
and the other three co-pastors ro
tate hospital visiting so that the five 
hospitals in the Duluth-Superior 
area are visited by two staff mem
bers each week. Hospitalized Pio
neer Parishioners get great satisfac
tion out of introducing four differ
ent persons to their roommates, 
each time saying, " I'd like you to 
meet another one of my pastors." 

The Reverend Duane Aslyn , 
whose parish responsibility is ad
ministration, sees the parish as an 
excellent ~xample of a " self-devel
opment" project. Yearly its pro
gramming for m1ss1on increases 
while its proportional dependence 
on financial assistance decreases. 

" We don ' t have a 'mission-receiv
ing romplex,' " Mr. Aslyn says. " Mis
sion aid gives us a positive motiva
tion and enables us to be a whole 
Church, to do creative ministries, 
and to venture with self-confi
derice." 

Mission Is Possible 

When inmate chefs at the Gordon 
State Prison Camp put on a benefjt 
banquet for the charity of their 
choice, the Twin Ports Ministry to 
Seamen, Pioneer Parish did every
thirig possible " behind the scenes" 
to make the ~vent a success. The 
Parish secured a building, provided 
the collateral for the inmates to pur
chase food , handled publicity and 
sold twq hundred $4.00 tickets. 

When the Jp and James Stewarts, 
a parish family, lost their home in a 
New Year's fir~ , the parish organized 
a " parish and community support 
night" on their behalf. Checks and 
gifts and people came from all nine 
communities, causing Mrs. Stewart 
to exclaim: " I never knew we had 

such a big family! " 
The Reverend Don Milloy's spe

cialty is Christian Education. (He and 
his- wife Pat design and create the 
special banners and contemporary 
stoles .) 

My specialty is outreach and com
munica tion . Part of my responsibility 
is to search out persons who might 
benefit from church membership 
and analyze institutions and situa
tions that are concerns and potenti al 
local mission projects of the pari sh. 

I've been a part of the parish for 
less than a year and I am impressed 
by the unusual openness that Pio
neer Parishioriers display. I believe 
it is due, in part, to the broad base 
of input and expression they enjoy. 
They've become accustomed to va
riety and are, consequently, less 
threatened by innovation . Also, 
they' re less prone to be overly pro
tective and possess ive of their " re si 
dent" co-pastor and of their church 
building. 

Parish Council involvement (mak
ing decisions together) tends to help 
persons to think " bigger. " It expands 
their horizons and gives them more 
vision and more of a feeling of 
significance. The strong council sys
tem of Pioneer Parish (twenty-nine 
lay persons and four staff persons 
are responsible for all major parish 
decisions) has proven to be an ex
cellent learning laboratory for lead
ership development. 

Uniting has enabled nine small 
churches to do better ministry for 
all. They are together, not out of 
desperation, but for positive rea
sons. This structure appears to be a 
workable way to insure the mean
ingful ministry of the small church . 
But, as council member Bob Wil
liams says, " We' re still in our infancy 
as far as effectiv~ ministry goes." 

It seems that this parish has given 
some of its members the high vision 
of being pioneers. Great pride is 
taken in the possibility that some
thing ventured here might be a 
model of renewal for the small 
church . 

Pioneering is still going on in 
northern Wisconsin . Not as emi
grants in a new land, but as Presby
terian congregations in a new struc
ture. • 
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John A.Thompson 

SOWING 
THE SEED 

P arts of the Bible have been 
translated into more th1rn 1,500 
languages, representing 97 per

. cent of the people of the world . 
" The Book of a Thousand Tongu es," 
second edition, published in 1972, 
gives excerpts from these transla
tions and brief histories of the work 
of translation in various languages. 

Among the stories are how, in the 
eighth century in England, Venerable 
Bede dictated in his dying hour the 
last words of his Anglo-Saxon trans
lation of the Gospel of John ; how in 
the nineteenth century, in Burma, 
Adoniram Judson, when he was im
prisoned, preserved part of his trans
lation of the Bible into Burmese by 
putting it inside a pillow; and how 
in the twentieth century, in Borneo, 
Hudson Southwell , when he was in 
a Japanese concentration camp 
during World War 11 , preserved his 
translation of the Gospel according 
to Mark into the Murut language 
by sewi ng it into his overcoat. 

Nationals Are Translators 

The chief translators now are 
usually nationals, not foreign mis
sionaries. The American Bible Soci
ety, working through the United Bi
ble Societies of the world, has a part 
in these translations. Roman Catho-

Dr. Thompson is research consultant 
and translator with the American Bible 
Society . Th e Bible Society receives do 
nations from individuals and denomina
tions, including the United Methodist 
and United Presbyterian churches. 

lie and Eastern Orthodox Christians 
are now working with Protesta nts in 
many Bible translations and revi
sions. American Jewish scho lars are 
also working on a new translation of 
the Old Testament, parts of which 
have already appeared . 

The Bible Society estimates that 
in major languages, the translation 
of the Bible should be revised about 
every 50 years in order to speak 
clearly to the people today. For ex
ample, in the year 1611 when the 
King James version was published, 
the word " let" sometimes meant 
" hindered," as it is used in Romans 
1 :13, King James ve rsion : " I pur
posed to come unto you , but was 
let." Of course, " let" is commonly 
used today with the opposite mean
ing, " allow. " 

In the Arabic translation of 100 
years ago, in Genesis 1, for the 
creeping things that God made, an 
Arabic word was used, dabbabat, 
which now means only " armored 
tanks." Living languages do change, 
so translations which are goi ng to 
com municate must change also. 

A Difference of Dots 

In the hard slogging of transla
tion, sometimes there are lighter 
moments. When we were working 
on the revi sed Arabic " Sermon on 
the Mount" (Matthew 5-7), the 
printer kept changing " Pharisees" 
into " French"-only a difference of 
dots in Arabic. The printer was not 
a Bible scholar, and " French" made 
more sense to him. It took us three 

The chief translators now are 
usually nationals, not foreign 
missionaries. Shown in Malawi 
working on a revision of the Old 
Testament in Tumbuka are, left 
to right, Fr. Edmund S. Kamanga 
of the Roman Catholic White 
Fathers; Rev. Y. R. Musopole 
of the Literature Department 
of the Presbyterian Church 
in Malawi; the Rev. Y. C. Kaunda, 
a minister of the Presbyterian 
Church in Malawi; and Dr. 
Jacob A. Loewen, a Bible Society 
translations consultant. 



proofs to get the Phari sees back into 
th e Sermon on the Mount! 

M alam Paul Yusifu is the chief of 
the vi llage of Wusasa , in the north
central state of Nigeria. In addition 
to his many duties as chief of the 
village, Malam Yusifu works with a 
committee translating the Old Tes
tam ent into Hausa, the main lan
guage of northern Nigeria. This chief 
feels that the translation work is 
the most important thing he does. 
As he puts it, " By doing this trans
lat ion, I'm helping God to spea k 
the language of my people." 

Distributing the Bible 

There are many ways of di stribut
ing the Bible-through churches ; 
through bookstores ; through Bible 
displays where many people gather, 
as at conferences; through individ
ual co lporteurs who travel with as 
many Bibles as they can carry ; 
through Bible va ns, which are now 
used in Asia and Africa ; through 
schoo ls, hospital s and prisons. Some 
of you may have helped distribute 
Bible portions in the Key 73 evange
listic ca mpaign, in which many 
Protestant and Catholic churches co
operated . 

Sometimes the Bible is distributed 
in unusua l ways. For example, 
there's a taxi driver in Beirut, 
Lebanon, who takes with him each 
day 15 copies of the Gospel accord
ing to John which he distributes to 
his fares who seem interested. On 
the first page of each Gospel , he 
writes in Arabic and English , " Study 
the Bible to be wise ; believe it to be 
saved ; practice it to be holy." 

Premium at the Pump 

In California a filling station oper
ator started to distribute various Bi
ble selections to his customers who 
wanted them. Soon people began 
coming from miles around to get 
the Bible selections and gas. (This 
was before the energy crisis.) The 
sa les of gaso line increased 40 per
cent. 

One young man, who has always 
been interested in horses and horse 
racing, is distributing " Good News 
for Modern Man" to jockeys, train
ers and stab le attendants at race 
tracks. At the rock music festival in 
Watkins Glen, New York, on July 
28, 1973, a team of young people 
di stributed about 80,000 Bible se
lections furnished by the American 
Bible Society. 
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The communist government of 
Ru ssia has not allowed th e printing 
of th e Bible there for many years. 
Recently, however, they decided to 
print some selections from the Old 
Testament for their historical and 
literary value. Several thousand cop
ies of these Old Testament selec
tions were put on sale in Moscow, 
and the entire edit ion was sold out 
within one hour. 

Hidden in the Wall 

One of the most remarkable 
stories of Bible distribution is found 
in the American Bible Society Rec
ord for October 1973 . It is called 
" The Bible in the Wall. " Many years 
ago, a lady in Spain wanted to do 
something special for the Lord and 
decided to give away Bibles. While 
seeking possible recipients, she 
came upon a man building a wall . 
When she discovered that he had 
never owned a Bible, she offered 
him one, writ ing his name in it. 

The man was too embarrassed to 
refuse, but when she left he 
resolved, " I will never read this, and 
I' ll make sure no one else will , 
either." He placed the book behind 
one of the stones and finished the 
wall , certain that at least that copy 
would be hidden forever. 

A few yea rs later, an ea rthquake 
hit that area and an inspector, look
ing for damage, found a crack in the 
wall. He peered in , and to his 
amazement saw the book. He care
fully removed it, hurriedly turned 
the pages, and decided to take it 
home. That evening he was found 
ea rn estly studyi ng the Word of 
God. He yie lded his life to his new
found Savio r and became a distribu
tor for the Bible Society in Spain, 
se lling God's Word from town to 
town. 

A Chance Meeting 

It wasn ' t long before he came up
on a stonemason, and offered him a 
Bible at a very low cost . The man 
told him he had sealed in a wall the 
only Bible he had ever owned, and 
the distributor drew from his pocket 
that very Bible, and glancing at the 
flyleaf, told the man his own name. 

The startled laborer sat down and 
li stened to the distributor's story. 
Then he, too, decided to have a 
closer look at this strange book. The 
power of the printed Word of God 
was again made manifest as the 
stoneworker also became a Christian 

and , eventually, a minister in a for
eign land where for many years he 
labored faithfully for his Savior. 

Jesus closes his explanation of the 
parable of sowing the seed with the 
words, " The seed that fell in good 
soil stands for those who hear the 
message and retain it in a good and 
obedient heart, and persist until they 
bear fruit. " 

Change in a Patient 

Yes, the message of the Bible does 
produce good results in the lives of 
those who receive it. In a hospital 
in ew York City, some nurses were 
commenting on the change in a cer
tain woman patient who was dying. 
" She doesn ' t seem nearly as fearful 
as she was," said one nurse. An
other nurse explained that she had 
been reading " Good News for Mod
ern Man" to this patient. 

Th e Rev. John T. Mpaayei comes 
from the Masai tribe in Kenya . The 
Masai are a tall nomadic people 
-warrio rs who have resisted Wes
tern civilization . John Mpaayei is 
one of the few Masai who had had 
the opportunity for a university edu
cation, and as he was studying he 
b~came a Christian . Today, after 
servi ng for some years as executive 
secretary of the Bible Society in 
Kenya, he is working on the transla
tion of the New Testament into his 
native language, Masai . 

A Community Is Transformed 

In order to check hi s translation, 
he took finished chapters to a 
Masa i elder, read them to him and 
discussed the stories and text with 
him. At first the elder did not like it ; 
it was foreign Christianity. But, nev
ertheless, in the new translation , he 
began to understand it. Ultimately, 
as a result of these conversations be
tween the two men, five small Chris
tian congregations grew up in the 
area and three schools were estab-
1 ished. 

Recently, John Mpaayei met a 
doctor who worked in a small hos
pital in that area of Kenya and 
spoke to him about what was going 
on . The doctor's response was to 
exclaim, " ow I know the reason 
for the change I've been wondering 
about. We don ' t get men with spear 
wounds from that particular area 
any more." The Bible produces good 
fruit, not on ly in individuals, but also 
in communities which live accord
ing to its law of love. • 
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In India 12 million persons are 
known to need psychiatric care and 
only 400 psychiatrists are trained to 
help them-one psychiatrist for 
every 30,000 patients. This would 
not be too bad if only a few came 
for treatment, but patients and their 
families are beginning to flock to 
treatment centers. 

In 1936, Dr. E. Stanley Jones be
gan to dream of a Christian psychi
atric center, ministering to the 
whole person, and linked with the 
Indian Christian Church . For years 
this remained a dream, but with 
characteristic tenacity he held to it, 
praying that God would open the 
door in His time. That time came on 
December 13, 1950 when Dr. Dag
mar Nurell opened the doors of the 
Nur Manzil Psychiatric Centre to 
the first patient. 

Nur Manzil is an old Moslem 
building, the name meaning " Place 

Dr. Foyle, from Brita in, is clinical 
director of the Nur Manzi/ Psychiatric 
Centre in Lal Bagh, Lucknow, India . She 
is a psychiatrist. She has been working 
in India and Nepal since 1949. 

of Light. " For obvious reasons the 
name was retained , and has proved 
to be true. Since 1950 nearly 8,000 
mentally ill patients have been regis
tered . From the beginning the em
phasis has been on first class scien
tific care, but with the added di
mension of caring for the soul as 
well as the mind and body. 

Dr. Nurell passed the leadership 
on to Dr. Hoch from Switzerland 
and she in turn handed it over to Dr. 
and Mrs. Stringham from America. 
They served for 10 years, and were 
succeeded by the first Indian direc
tor, Dr. Ernest Chander. When he 
left to start a new department of 

psychiatry in Christian Medical Col
lege Ludhiana, I became clinical di
rector. 

Whoever has been in charge, the 
overall head of the institution is the 
Bishop of Lucknow. Nur Manzil is 
closely integrated with the Lucknow 
Methodist Conference, fulfilling the 
early vision of total church involve
ment. 

Besides myself, the professional 
staff currently consists of a general 
practitioner, three doctors in train
ing, seven nursing sisters, and an 
occupational therapist-all Indians. 
We urgently need an Ind ian psychia
trist on the staff. 

Members of the staff of the Nur Manzil Psychiatric Center at Lucknow, India. 
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During the 24 years of its exis
tence, the work of Nur Manzil has 
expanded, together with the physi
cal plant. The hospital can accom
modate 33 inpatients, whose 
average length of stay is three 
months. A newly opened halfway 
house holds eight people. A hostel 
on the grounds can house 18 peo
ple-outpatients who have no
where to stay while having their 
original consultations as well as 
Methodist Conferences as needs 
arise. 

Inevitably there are problems. 
There are more patients than can 
be handled ; there are too few staff; 
there are frustrations of various 
kinds. Money is short-projects 
which we dream of must remain 
dreams, for they are too expensive. 
Our most urgent equipment need is 
a generator to supply electricity dur
ing the hot weather. (The Centre is 
an Advance Special project of the 
United Methodist Church .) But be
yond the difficulties is the constant 
knowledge that we are doing God's 
work, and that we are trying to do 
it in His way. 

Following are the answers to 
some questions that New World 
Outlook put to me. 

What changes in Indian society have 
led to the awareness of the need 
for psychiatric care? 

First of all , publicity. Psychiatric 
care is always one of the last fields 
to be attacked in a developing coun
try. There is always so much else to 
do in the fields of health, family 
planning, maternity and child wel
fare that mental illness gets left to 
the end. After all, people can remain 
indefinitely locked up in a room at 
home with a mental illness. It's diffi
cult for the family, but the person 
concerned isn ' t going to die of it 
whereas people do die of cholera . 

But information goes round the 
world quickly these days. The Read
ers Digest is widely read and often 
has articles on mental health . Indian 
movies sometimes include a mental
ly ill person who has treatment and 
gets better-usually under .r~ther 
dramatic or romantic cond1t1ons. 
Doctors themselves are interested, 
and see a good future for themselves 
in mental health fields . 

I feel the most important thing is 
merely that the time is ripe for psy
chiatry in India for the curative and 
preventive aspects of general health 
are advanced. 

Another cultural factor of impor-
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tance is the. loss of fai th in witch
craft . Although a high proportion 
of our patients have done Jharphunk 
(witchcraft), when they fi nd it 
doesn' t wo rk they seek a di fferent 
pattern of treatment. 

A third reason for the changing 
attitude is the evidence from ex-pa
tients . In India, news is sp read not 
only by radio and movies, but also 
by word of mouth . If you sit in a 
third-cla ss carriage of a railway 
coach , you ' ll see that talking is the 
hobby. British reserve says we 
should si t for hours on a rai lway 
journey and not say a word, but in 
India the custom is to talk about all 
sorts of things, often till long into 
the night. In this way people hea r 
about new treatments and about 
hospital s. 

Many of our patients come to us 
because someone else came here 
and got better. Or an ex-patient 
brings another. Sometimes, alas, the 
ex-patient is clearly still ill , but he 
has pleasure and pride in bringing 
his friend for treatment, denying 
with every breath he takes that he 
himself could do with a bit more 
help! 

Does the stigma attached to men
tal illness remain? 

The stigma does remain despite 
treatment. Some who are arranging 
marriages for one member of their 
family refuse to have another 
treated for a mental illness till the 
marriage arrangement is completed . 
Others send patients under the 
greatest possible secrecy and do 
not even visit them for fear the 
news gets out. 

But these are the minority. 
Usually the family comes quite 
openly and decides to make the best 
of the situation as it is. 

The tragedy is that some patients 
who are really not suitable 
get married off, and of course they 
become worse. There is a cultural 
reason behind this. There is a be
lief that sexual abstinence can be 
harmful and that if a person is mar
ried his health will improve. The 
exact opposite is also held, that too 
much intercourse leading to too 
much loss of seminal fluid causes 
weakness. " One drop of semen is 
equivalent to 40 drops of blood" is 
the cultural comment. 

Who gets psychiatric care? 

At Nur Manzil , anyone who needs 
it. This of course involves us in more 
free service than we can affo rd . In 
1972 we gave $6,666 in free service 
- over 7 percent of our total bud
get. Thi s is becoming an increas ing 
load, and yet faced with the prob
lems of the people we are very hesi
tant to refuse anyone treatment who 
needs it. 

Ou r fina nces, while being ulti
mately supp li ed by God, come to us 
through patients' fees and dona
tions from abroad predominantly. 

There are no specia l religious 
groups aski ng for ca re. Last year 75 
percent were Hindus, eight percent 
Muslims, six percent Christians. 

What kind of treatment does Nur 
Manzil provide? 

The key note of treatment is per
sonal care. If a patient is admitted, 
after a lengthy intervi ew and careful 
assessment, he becomes a part of a 
carefu lly devised inpatient regime. 
Regularity and punctuality are not 
always a part of the culture pat
terns of the East, but they have 
proved helpful to the mentally ill. 
The routine itself helps the patient 



to regain his health, for it reduces 
his sensation of the surrounding 
world breaking to pieces. 

The environment is very impor
tant to treatment and every care is 
taken to make this as nice as possi
b le. Everyone eats together, the 
same quality of food . This is not 
common in India where often caste 
restrictions apply. We feel this adds 
therapeutic value by creating a com
munity spirit. 

The hospital is circular and in 
the center is a well-cared-for green 
lawn and flowers, if the disturbed 
don' t pick them off. One patient 
had a hunger for green leaves and 
just about ruined one of our nicest 
trees by eating the leaves before he 
cou ld be stopped . Another had a 
daily desire to bring flowers to the 
Stanley Jones chapel and stripped off 
any opening flower he saw. Another 
patient used to present all of us on 
the round with a flower daily, greet
ing one of the doctors, "Good 
morning, God." 

Medication is the same as in the 
West although not as readily avail
able. We have been greatly helped 
by Chu rch World Service in the 
past. Our constant need is vitami ns 
and dried milk . 

One woman got on a train and 
wen t round and round the railways 
with no ticket for three months, 
begging food here and there. When 
she had a psychotic breakdown, she 
came to us. We treated her with 
food, vitamins, and a few tranquil
izers and spent a lot of time hearing 
her home problems. She comes in 
every few months for any free 
medicines we can give her and is 
doing fine . 

Usually just under 50 percent of 
inpatients have electric shock thera
py. We use the modern method, 
w hi ch is both kind and effective. 
(Modification means giving an anes
thetic and a relaxant before giving 
the treatment.) 

Psychotherapy is another treat
ment pattern . We really do spend 
time wi th people, and this is a part 
of our unique function in India. For 
this reason we restrict the number of 
patients we accept. 

We had a very ill boy in here 
some ti me ago who, in the usual 
Western setup, would have had 
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medical treatment and possibly 
shock treatment, and little else. 
The doctor in charge of his case felt 
that by waiting patiently ti ll he was 
able to talk, he could be helped to
wards some permanent insight, and 
this is just what happened. . He 
spontaneously pinpointed one of his 
fami ly relationships as playing a key 
role in his illness, and was then 
helped to understand what he could 
do about it. 

Family involvement has a high 
priority w ith us. Some time ago we 
had a child patient w ho was very 
ill. The family decided to stay here 
for three months so they could all 
be seen. We worked hard at the 
reduction of family tensions, and 
during play therapy with the child 
saw her change from a totally with
drawn child to one who was ab le to 
play hide-and-seek with us through 
the office window. She is by no 
means cured , but the fami ly situa
tion is mu ch improved, and the se
cure atmosphere we created for the 
chi ld has brought about a transfor
mation of some aspects of her per
sonality. 

We don' t do too we ll on group 
therapy, but we do ach ieve three 
group ward meetings a week,. two 
for men and one for women. In the 
West one would mix the sexes, but 
here in India we find the women are 
much freer to talk if they are by 
themselves. Last week only four 
simp le women ca me, but the doctor 
in charge told me they rea lly " let 
thei r hair down." Thi s they had not 
been prepared to do when more 
sophisticated women were present. 

Psychodrama is a new introduc
tion . A group get together, make up 
a drama about one of their prob
lems, se lect their own actors and try 
to work out the so lution . 

We have a patient w ho refuses 
to bathe or attend to his hair and 
beard. It is difficult for the doctors 
to tell him about this as he resents 
it so much . But w hile acti ng out hi s 
desire to get a job, the members 
of the group pointed out to him that 
his appearance wou ld be agai nst 
him, and he spontaneously went and 
had a haircut and shave. It hasn' t 
lasted, but at least it happened 
once, and he got the message. 

Spiritua l therapy is another form 

of treatment. We are a Christian 
institution and we recognize the 
spiritua l dimension in man's make
up and needs. We do not push any
thing onto anyone ; that would be 
unethical. 

We have daily staff prayers to 
which many patients come. Some
times it is really wild. At one point 
we had three very disturbed pa
ti ents, all of whom wanted to come 
to prayers. On this particular day 
one got up and lay on the floor, an
other began to rush about picking 
up books and the third sang at the 
top of his voice. 

At the end I spoke to them all, 
sa id I felt they could sit quietly, and 
if they could come without creating 
a disturbance, they were welcome, 
otherwise not. This rather tough 
policy seemed to work and they 
were able to sit reasonably quietly 
the next day. I feel it is of great im
portance that patients are allowed 
access to the peace of God in this 
way. 

Another prayer opportunity is the 
regular Tuesday evening prayer ser
vice. Any patient who wishes comes 
up to the altar alone and two of the 
doctors lay hands on the head and 
pray for him. We had a patient some 
time ago whose home life was in a 
mess. When he went out he spon
taneously put the trouble right. His 
doctor asked him why he had done 
this and he said, " I read the New 
Testament in hospital and thi s 
showed me what to do." 

What is the goal of treatment? 

Restoration of the patient to his 
family, community and job unless it 
is felt for therapeutic reasons that an 
old work pattern should be modi
fied. 

But it aims at more than this. Re
cently a patient said, " I feel clean 
inside and out since coming here" 
and thi s perhaps expresses what we 
are after. 

A mental illness may be a time of 
complete cleansing and refreshing 
although it does not feel like that at 
the time. Attitudes can be changed, 
emotional patterns adjusted, rela
tionships repaired. Our belief here is 
that all this is possible where God is 
honored and obeyed in the treat
ment. • 



W ho is " the ideal missionary 
wife"? 

She is expected to be more Chris
tian than the rest of us. A constant 
support to her husband, often a 
schoo l teacher as we ll as a mother 
to her children, a gracious hostess 
on cal l any hour of the day or night, 
in constant attendance at local 
church activities, especia lly those of 
the women, she is also expected to 
remain patient, unassuming, and 
everlastingly uncomplaining. 

For some women there is another 
specific assignment, perhaps in edu
cation or medicine. But much of the 
ti me there is none, despite the fact 
that she has been recruited, care
fully screened and prepared 
through orientation sessions for a 
vocation as a missionary. 

As one woman noted-and, in 
fact, complained: " The na
tional church does not regard a wife 
as a missionary in the way it con
siders a man . We are given no ap
pointment, not expected to do any
thing but be homemakers. " 

Or, as another woman, a mission
ary for nearly a quarter of a century, 
put it, " It would n' t make a bit of 
difference to the church here if all 
of us wives left." 

Th ere are, of course, missionaries 
who are wives w ho are at peace 
with themselves and their world. 
As one woman wrote to the United 
Methodist "Missionary Who Is 
a Wife" study group, " I am content 
with things the way they are now." 

_ Nevertheless, over the years mis
sionary wives have expressed frus
tration and anxiety over their role, 
so much so that the Un ited Presby
terian Commission on Ecumenical 
Mi ss ion and Relations (CO EMAR) in 
1971 began to solicit opinions and 
feelings from Presbyterian mission
ary wives. What they di scovered was 
that too often the wife's role was 
undefined, or defined as wife and 
mother at the expense of her skills, 

M s. Maga /is is author of Conduct Be
coming to a Woman and a frequent 
contributor to New World Outlook. 
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interests and desire to serve outside 
the home. Problems of sa lary and 
other financia l concerns went hand
in-hand with this. In late 1972 "an 
experimental plan fo r appointment 
and remuneration" was adopted . 

Ostensibly the United Method
ist " Missionary Who Is a Wife" 
study originated as a response of the 
Board of Global Ministries' World 
Division to a recommendation 
made by a task force of the Study of 
the Continuing Involvement of Mis
sionaries Overseas (SCIMO) and re
affirmed by the July, 1972 Fisk Uni
versity Missionary Consultation . In 
a deeper sense it began because 
concerns of missionary wives ex
pressed over the years finally found 
a focus in the framework of the 
women's liberation movement. 

The study group first met after a 
m1ss1onary conference at Stony 
Point in January, 1973. Made up of 
some World Division board mem
bers and staff, as well as mission
aries, everything started bureaucrati
cally enough with the group sitti ng 

Members of the Missionary Who Is 
a Wife study group shown are (top, 

left to right) Shirley DeWolf, a 
missionary in Rhodesia; Avery 

Manchester of the Office of 
Missionary Personnel; and Corinne 

Scott, a former missionary in India. 
(Below) Joanne Maughlin, a 

missionary in Zaire; and Shirley 
Williams, a Board member from 

New Hartford, New York. 
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around a table and trying to under
stand just what their purpose was to 
be. They heard reports on 
COEMAR's work, and examined the 
financial factors of being a missi on
ary with the Board. Before the two 
day meeting was over they had 
touched on nearly every aspect of 
their subject from the relationships 
among the Board, th e national 
church and the missionary, to mail
ings and itineration, to children, and 
to the fulfillment of the missionary 
wife as a person . 

In two months' time they had so
li cited and received opinions on the 
study from nearly a third of the mis
sionary wives on the field and on 
furlough, and written and studied 
almost a dozen far-ranging perspec
tive papers ranging, for example, 
from " Toward a Theology that In
cludes Women" to " The Wife 
and Training" and " Reflections on 
Life Style. " Not long after a prelimi 
nary report was set down, and near
ly 200 missionary wives responded 
to it with critic isms and opinions. 

" Wives are too often given work 
that is ' janitor work,'" wrote a 
group of Latin American women. 
" ... We have been told during re
cruitment and training that each 
person is important, each is a mis
sionary. We are encouraged to 
complete training or secure further 
training only to become secretaries 
or dishwashers." 

Certainly women in this country 
suffer the same conflict between 
their role in the home and their as
pirations outside of it. But the con
flict may be intensified by the cir
cumstances of the missionary voca
tion. If wives and mothers are ex
pected, as a rule, to be self-giving 
and long-suffering, how much more 
so the missionary wife. The mission
ary, after all, is by definition some
one who has chosen to " live for 
others." 

The situation may be aggravated 
by the culture in which she finds 
herself. Locai mores may reinforce 
her own fears about the propriety 
of reaching out beyond her home. 
Living in a mission compound, or 
confined most of the time to her 
home, she may never really learn to 
know the people outside her own 
four walls-or their language. Even 
in the church she is different and 
set apart, and never quite included. 
If she sees needs in the church or 

community that she could answer, 
she may hes itate to take them on 
without an invitation from the local 
leadership. The days when mission
aries initiated and directed pro
grams are rapidly coming to a close. 

On the other hand, for some mis
sionary wives the missionary situa
tion is freeing, rather than problem
atic and oppressive. " It's easier for 
me," one woman remarked, " to be a 
liberated woma n in Korea ... and 
for Korean women with careers such 
as I have, because we all have 
househo ld help." It is also easier for 
some missionary women to freely 
choose their own work because in 
another culture they are unique : 
they are expected to be a little pecu
liar. 

If there was one thing the study 
group discovered quickly, it was that 
no two wives had exactly the same 
concerns: they varied widely with 
the woman and the place. Many 
women , of course, are assigned ful
filling jobs from the beginning, and 
others manage to create them. 

Some women feel "liberated" and 
some do not, and others find the 
very notion absurd and/or offensive. 
" We are a group of 'squares'," 
wrote a group of wives from Nepal. 
" . . . (we) even agree that a wife 
should be in subjection to her hus
band ." Another missionary emphati
cally declared herself against 
women's liberation: "I would never 
burn my bra!" 

Nevertheless, most of the prob
lems peculiar to the missionary who 
is a wife do revolve around a "wom
en's liberation" issue. Is she only a 
wife or is she a missionary in her 
own right? Is she to witness to her 
faith as a homemaker, or in some 
other capacity? Is it physically and 
emotionally possible for her to do 
both, even if her situation otherwise 
permits it? Most immediately, asked 
the study group, what can the 
Board of Global Ministries do to 
help every missionary wife, no mat
ter what her aspirations and circum
stances might be? 

What the study group came up 
with was a series of recommenda
tions they hoped would open up 
more options to each woman. For 
example, techniques like the Person
al Development Interview and a 
periodic review of the missionary 
wife's total situation might be used 
to help evaluate her needs, growth 
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and goals. They may also help the 
mi ss ionary wife achieve greater se lf
understanding, and assist her in de
termining her own future. In cases 
where her family situation has 
changed with the age and indepen
dence of her children, she may be 
aided in making the trans1t1on 
through study and a new assign
ment. 

In future appointments the study 
group urged that the overseas 
church and the World Division 
make explicit through negotiating 
procedures the nature of the assign
ment for both husband and wife. 
But at the same time they recog
nized the need of some women to 
retain the freedom to search out 
their own assignment by suggesting 
that the wife, in consultation with 
the Board and the national church, 
be given the option of choosing her 
own style of ministry : informally in 
her own home, neighborhood or 
church-or through a professional 
assignment located by herself, or 

planned and ass igned by leade rs of 
th e church . 

At the same time the group rec
ognized that there is almost al
ways an " expectation gap" between 
w hat the missionary anticipates and 
w hat the reality will be. They asked 
for more communi cations all along 
the line and for a keener awa re
ness of the cultural limitations in the 
perceptions of both the wife and 
the overseas church . 

The study group stopped short of 
a full inquiry into all the problems 
of missionary appointments and sa l
aries, and while they urged that 
possibilities and styl es open to mi s
sionari es be multipli ed, they also 
recommended a more thorough 
study. Essentially the problems of 
salary hinge on the same questions 
concerning the role of the mission
ary wife within and without the 
home. The missionary couple, no 
matter what the nature of the wife's 
involvement, presently receive one 
check greater than but not double 

that of the single missionary. In ad
dition, wives have not been per
mitted to hold jobs outside of the 
church or church institution . 

" Why get two for the price of 
one?" wrote one woman. " ... We 
feel we should be paid for the 
work we do ; allowed to wo rk and 
keep our salaries from non-church 
sources if the church cannot or does 
not use ou r talents . ... It is a long
sta nding 'joke' that wives are the 
Board 's slave labor force." 

The problems are complex. 
While th ere is no question that in 
the vast majority of cases the Board 
could not afford to make this kind 
of salary adjustment, the principle, 
which for most of the women seems 
to be the important factor, ca n be 
honored by dividing the family sa l
ary check into two. Unfortunately, 
this is an option many women will 
refuse since socia l security benefits 
wou ld also be lower on two smaller 
salaries. Many wives, however, 
were shocked in the course of this 

d Pat Patterson, left, of the Missionary Affairs office, and missionary Sonia Strawn of Korea. 
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study to lea rn that only their hus
bands were actual ly fully covered by 
social security paid under the fam il y 
salary sys tem. (Upon retirement the 
husband receives maximu m b ne
fits ; the wife who has never paid 
into social security receives only half 
h r husba nd 's benefits minus 20 
percent.) 

Getting a full-time job outside the 
confines of the national church also 
poses di fficulties. Will the job be 
one a national cou ld and shou ld fill? 
What possible effects wi ll the secu
lar employment of one member of 
the couple have on their missionary 
witness? Furthermore, is it really fair 
to women in situations where th ere 
simp ly are no jobs available, w ho 
must continue to make do with a 
sma ller sa lary? 

Actually, the study group was 
more interested in the possibilities 
of lowering some salaries rath er 
than raising them. As one former 
missionary remarked, " Every mis
sionary bears some guilt about their 
life style compared to that of the 
people they live among." There
fore , two of the options recom
mended by the group were the 
choice of a subs istence salary and 
a sa lary commensurate with that of 
national church workers and negoti
ated with the overseas church. 

But these seemingly noble and 
straightforward proposals are al
so problematic. Missionary cou
ples have children for whom they 
naturally want the best medical care 
and education; can they, should 
they, make sacrifices that may harm 
their own children? Furthermore, on 
subsistence sa laries they have next 
to nothing to look forward to in 
benefits on their retirement to this 
country with its more expensive 
standard of living. On the other 
hand, if part of their normal salary 
has been set apart until their return 
to this country, how real is their 
commitment to live on a level with 
those they work with , people who 
have no nest egg, and no p lace to 
go? Is it only an affectation? Fina lly, 
in many countries " poor" Americans 
wil l simply not be understood . 

Though the subject of life style 
on the missipn field affects all mis
sionaries, it can be more crucial to 
the missionary who is a wife. She is 
usually in direct charge of her chil
dren's needs; often confined to her 
home, she is more likely to feel cut 
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off from the people around her. 
Life style was taken se riously by the 
study group. They looked closely at 
th e possi bility of commu nal li ving 
with other mi ss ionaries or with na
tionals, and considered the almost 
equal ly difficult alternative of a cou
p le each having a half-time job and 
sharing responsibility for the home 
and the children. Neither alternative, 
they recogni zed, was likely to be 
understood and welcomed by the 
national ch urch- or by most of th e 
missionary community. 

Finally, the study group also dealt 
w ith a variety of other areas, includ
ing, for example, the ed ucation of 
missionary children , furlough and 
study, itineration by both husband 
and wife, and the simple matter of 
addressing mail to both . 

''Sex discrimination 
is part 

of our history" 

" We may never know the real 
ramifications of all this," com
mented one member of the study 
group. In Africa, Asia and Latin 
America they had called missionary 
women together to talk about 
themselves as missionaries and 
women. No one could say what 
hopes and ideas had been stirred up 
and what they could mean in the 
women 's lives and mission . One 
thing seemed probable: the process 
se t in motion by the study was not 
just going to stop. 

Not everyone was happy : " I think 
we cou ld do with a few less ques
tionnaires-and especially studies 
(?) like thi s one-which take up so 
much time, paper, and funds-and 
seem to make us all get 'si de 
tracked ' from the true purposes, and 
we seem to become 'self' centered 
rather than 'Christ' centered," 
wrote one woman. 

But for the study group and for 
large numbers of missionary wives 
on the field , their concern was noth
ing if not deeply and importantly 
Christian. As the final report put it, 
"We have done our work as a study 
group in the recognition that sex 
discrimination is part of our history, 
both religious and secular, and that 
stereotypes of what masculine and 
feminine mean have often hindered 

both men and women from be
coming fully human and developing 
their potential as persons. We are 
conv inced, therefore, that our con
cern for the missionary woman , es
pecially the wife, is not parochial 
but is rela ted integrally to our con
ce rn that all human beings live life 
abunda ntly." 

For the future the study group 
recommended representation from 
married women missionaries at vari
ous Board and Board-related 
meetings, on the staff of the Boa rd 
of Global Ministries, and on com
mittees overseas . They also hoped 
for a closer relationship of women 
missionaries, married and single, 
w ith th e Women's Division. The fi
nancia l aspects of the report are 
presently being fol lowed up. 

" We are hoping," noted the study 
group, " that change wil l not end 
with assent to some or all of our 
proposals but will be ongoing as 
other areas for change come to light. 
We hope that such future change 
will not depend on a study group 
such as ours acting as a pressure 
group but will grow out of increased 
sensitivity to our total mission com
munity and its human fu lfillment. 
... We be lieve that recognit ion of 
the full personhood of women 
through our structures and in our 
relationships must be a conti nuing 
process. " 

In a similar vein one missionary 
wife wrote, " As a matte r of fact the 
global implications of women's lib 
seem to me to be a very high priori
ty in a missionary organization and 
sta rtlingly over looked in this report. 
'You 've come a long way, baby! ' in 
relation to women in Pakistan . ... 
Actua lly it's a fascinating area for 
new mission involvement, i.e. a 
Christian imperative for global 
women's liberation ." 

Sometime la st autumn the report 
on the Missionary Who Is A Wife 
was presented to an annual confer
ence in India by Saroj Welch , an 
Indian woman , a missionary wife, 
and a member of the study group. 
Afterwards members of the confer
ence worried , " How can we do any
thing about this for missionaries 
when we haven't done anything for 
our own pastors' wives?" It was an 
important sign that what some 
women feared-"nothing ever 
comes of Board studies anyway"
would not be the case this time. 
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vietnam 
a 1Jear later 
I've never gai ned much under

standing about a situation from 
sta ti stics, but for those of you 

who do, h re are a few r cent ones 
on South Vietnam : 

There 's one policeman for every 
140 people ; ove r 100,000 politica! 
prisoners ; 181 ,000 amputees, para
plegics, blind and deaf persons. 
There are an es timated 300-600 
million pounds of exp losives left in 
the fields . Over 65 percent of South 
Vietnam's once predominantly rural 
population is now urbanized. The 
United States stil l pays 80 percent 
of the South Vietnamese budget, 
and total American aid to South 
V ietnam in fiscal year 1973 was over 
$2 billion . 

I visited Vietnam for two weeks 
in January, the first anniversary of 
the Paris Peace agreement, travelling 
wi th four other Americans- a cor
poration lawyer, w hose son was 
killed in Vietnam ; a seminary presi
dent ; a school teacher, who is a 
member of the Berkeley city coun
ci l ; and a former corrections com
missioner of Massachusetts . 

In trips as far north as Quangtri 
and as far south as Cantho in the 
Mekong Delta we talked with 
political prisoners, families of cur
rent prisoners, refugees, intellec
tuals, students, journalists, and 
elected officials, as well as U.S. A m
bassador Graham Martin . A lthough 
we saw indications for prospects for 
a peaceful political settlement in 
1974, we found the chances remote. 
The in terviews were generally con
ducted through a Vietnamese-speak
ing translator. 

M s. W iley i an associa te ed i to r, 
pecializing in Indochina , fo r American 

Report, a revi w o f religion and Ameri 
can power. She is a United Presbyterian . 
She has been a consultant to the Task 
Force on Pol i tica l Prisoners in South 
Vi etnam appo in ted by th e Adviso ry 
Council on Church and Socie ty o f the 
United Presbyterian Church . 

A South Vietnamese youngster, who went to prison when Saigon aut~orities ar
rested his mother for alleged subversive activities, looks up at towering guards 
and their weapons at Bien Hoa Air Base near Saigon. 

The first day I arrived in Saigon, 
statistics began to come alive. " One 
policeman for every 140 people," 
aid an articl e in the Armed Forces 

Journal. Th e po lice are ubiqu itous, 
as if some specia l dignitary were ar
riving and security was at a height. 

That first evening we went to a 
church to meet relatives of pris
oners. When we arrived by taxi , we 
were stopped by a uniformed po
li cemen . A dozen other men who 
identified themselves as p lainclothes 
police told us we could not enter 
the church because there was a po
lice action on the block- to pick 
up draft dodgers. 

After a while it became clear the 
police presence was directed at the 
church . It was surrounded by over 
30 plainclothes police. The next 
morning we learned that, just prior 

to our arriva l, three women, mothers 
of prisoners who were coming to 
talk with us, were arres ted w hen 
they arri ved at the church , taken to 
the police station, interrogated, and 
released later that ni ght. 

A total of 120,000 po lice in a so
ciety of 18 million people meant 
that people w ere afraid to meet and 
ta lk with us about th e situation a 
yea r after the signin g of th e Pari s 
peace agreements. We in turn be
came reluctant to meet Vietnamese 
for fear they would be arrested fo r 
ta lking with us. 

In a city north of Saigon, a care
full y arranged meeting was set up 
with an o ld man, the father of a 
prisoner. He was an electr ic ian . He 
came to the ho.me in w hi ch we met 
under the guise of repai rin g the wir
ing. He was nervous as we began 
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calking and apologized , " I'm sorry, 
I'm sorry. It's a very difficult situa
tion here, you know." 

As he began to tell me of his son's 
impri sonment, a soldier wa lked into 
the front ya rd . The old man rushed 
to another room and talked with the 
res idents of the house about their 
li ght fixtures. When the soldier left, 
the father returned to finish our con
ve rsa tion about his son , held in jail 
for five years without trial for sign
ing a document urging peace and 
reconci liation. 

Why did a number of Vietnamese 
risk meet ing with us? After the visit 
of Catho lic Bishop Thomas J. Gum
bleton of Detroi t in the sp ring of 
1973, three Vietnamese recently re
leased fro m pri son who had talked 
with him were rea rrested. People 
hoped we Am eri ca ns could have 
some control ove r the poli cy of our 
governm ent, which maintai ns the 
regime in Saigon. 

There are we ll over 100,000 politi
ca l prisoners in South Vie tnam (the 
respected Amnesty International 
confi rm s thi s figure). Like th e cas
ualties of wa r, such ma ss ive num 
bers are inconceivab le. But numbers 
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detract from the questions-who 
are they and why are they im
prisoned? 

A soft-spoken 19-year-old woman 
told me she had been stopped by 
so ldiers as she walked down a side 
road after getting off a bus. The 
soldiers didn't believe her when she 
sa id she was on her way to visit an 
aunt and uncle. She was taken to a 
provincial prison and tortured by 
electri c shocks, water forced up her 
nostrils and repeated beatings with 
clubs. For hours we talked about her 
life in the tiger cages of Con Son 
Island . She spent three and a half 
years in pri son. She was never tried 
or sentenced . 

A school teacher told me of his 
arrest for " disturbing the peace" for 
teaching a hi story lesson to his high 
school class about the nationalist 
struggle against the French in Vi et
nam in the 1950's. 

A young high school student who 
participated in a demonstration 
aga inst Thi eu's one-man election in 
1971 to ld of bei ng arrested a month 
later and beaten until he was black 
and blue. His mother was warned to 

teach her other children not to be 
so foolish . 

An old market woman sat shyly 
at a distance as her daughter told 
me of her mother's arrest for al
legedly selling rice to the National 
Liberation Front. 

Fear of arrest and torture has 
muffled all opposition to the Thieu 
government. A monk I talked with 
was threatened with arrest for mere
ly talking with fellow villagers about 
the Paris Agreement soon after it was 
signed. 

Clandestine conversations I had 
were filled with talk of the strang
ling policies of the Thieu regime. But 
the public appearance is a forced 
demonstration of loyalty to the gov
ernment. Every dwelling must dis
play the red and yellow flag of the 
Saigon government. 

Of the tens of thousands of ampu
tees and paraplegics, many are re
cent victims of the tons of unex
ploded ordnance in the rice paddies, 
much of it scattered by American 
planes. Wh en I asked a young man 
hi s occupation, he pulled up his 
pants leg to show me hi s artificial 
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limb, explaining he could no long
er work in the fields because of his 
handicap. His leg was blown off in 
September when he was walking be
hind his water buffalo. A U.S. Senate 
subcommittee report notes that no 
U.S. assistance has been offered for 
ordnance removal. 

Another statistic in that Senate re
port. " ... over 65 percent of South 
Vietnam 's population is in urbanized 
areas. " The sterility of the term "ur
banized" can never convey the 
plight of the farm families forced 
into the overcrowded cities or 
squalid refugee camps, hoping for 
the day they can return to the land 
that generations of their relatives 
have farmed. 

The United States Agency for In
ternational Development says that 
" 235,000 people have already been 
returned home (in 1973), while an
other 170,000 have been resettled in 
new homes." The " Return to 
Village" and " Resettlement" pro
grams-both heavily funded by the 
U.5.-sound hopeful in print with 
their provisions for special allow
ances for housing and crops, and 

development of schools, clinics, and 
markets. 

Again and again , I saw the reality 
of the Return to Village program as 
a means of expanding the territory 
controlled by Saigon by moving ref
ugees into marginal or contested 
land. Saigon troops will not allow 
the people to actually return home 
(although freedom of movement is 
guaranteed in the Paris Agreement) 
if the land is not under Saigon 's 
control. To make sure the people 
don' t go to live in an area con
trolled by the Provisional Revolu
tionary Government, villages are 
surrounded by barbed wire and kept 
under surveillance by soldiers and 
security men. 

If a villager's fields are nearby, 
he or she can farm them, but must 
check out in the morning and report 
back in before the early evening 
curfew. If a family member disap
pears, the remaining family is ar
rested . A woman I talked with 
couldn ' t go to her land because it 
was too far away. 

Funds to construct houses and 
food allowances have at best been 
meager, and in most areas non-exis
tent. The thatched houses we saw 
were only a few feet apart, on 
sandy soil. After six months, the vil
lagers are not even considered for 
assistance, although most have no 
means of providing food for their 
families. Women and children eat 
chopped banana stalks, once re
garded as pig food . The " major hu
manitarian and economic benefits" 
the AID talks of are a farce. 

The most difficult stati stics to 
comprehend from my visit were 
those detailing American aid to the 
South Vietnamese government. 
Without it, the Thieu government 
could not continue to repress Viet
namese who are willing to struggle 
politically with the Provisional Rev
olutionary Government. Abiding by 
the Paris Agreement could surely 
bring peace to Vietnam. Time and 
again our group heard desperate 
pleas to tel I Congress to cut off all 
American aid so the Vietnamese can 
work out their own destiny. 

" Even humanitarian aid?" I asked. 
Then I remembered the hungry chil
dren in the Return to Village site 
and the barbed wire that kept their 
parents from farming the once-fer
tile fields of Vietnam . • 

Opposite page: A boy eats his 
lunch at his father's grave in 
Bien Hoa cemetery. His father 
was killed April 22, 1973, four 
months after "peace" was 
declared. Below, a young South 
Vietnamese political prisoner. 
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oodwill Industries continues 
to spread from country to 
country, renovating clothing 

for poor families and furnishing 
sheltered workshops for the handi
capped. Sometimes it has to over
come obstacles it doesn' t find in the 
United States. 

" In Latin America, Goodwill lacks 
a continuous supply of contributed 
materials-and trucks to do the col
lecting," Inez Scioville of Bogota, 
Colombia, told me. Miss Scioville is 
adviser to Latin America Goodwill 
Industries. I met her in Panama 
where she was making arrangements 
for the Latin American Conference 
on Rehabilitation . 

" But we get along," Miss Scioville 
assured me, "even in Bogota with its 
half million population . You see, our 
board of directors are willing work
ers. I just phone one of them that 
we have a load of stuff to pick up in 
his part of the city. If his car isn ' t 
available, he gets someone whose is. 
That's how it works." 

That same enterprise is evident in 
the outreach of Goodwill south of 
the border. Goodwill not only pro
vides the handicapped and under
privileged with the dignity of labor, 
it also helps persons start their own 
small businesses and organizes cred
it unions. 

A dramatic example of rehabilita
tion is the story of Yuan Yepez, who 
was born in Bolivia without arms or 
legs. Under the guidance of United 
Methodist missionary Dr. Frank Beck 
at Pfieffer Memorial Hospital in La 

Paz, Yuan got schooling and rehabil
itation in the United States. He re
turned to his country to become a 
self-supporting computer program
mer with the Bolivian tin industry. 
Mr. Yepez also helps people who 
think they are handicapped-within 
.sheltered workshops or elsewhere. 

Goodwill Industries got a start in 
Panama when United Methodist 
missionary the Rev. Walter Reitz 
found a blind boy along a busy 
street, making shopping bags from 
strong cord . Mr. Reitz took a sample 
to the Tuesday night meeting of 
the interdenominational Fellowship 
of the Concerned, where the only 
requirement for membership is a 
deep concern for others. 

The Fellowship ordered more 
bags than the blind youth could 
make. One of the members ordered 
some for the U.S. Military PX. So 
the young blind man hired the Las 
Cumbres Center for the Blind (spon
sored by the Lions Club) to help 
make the shopping bags. 

At first Goodwill received finan
cial support from the United Meth
odist Church in the United States. 
More recently, the autonomous 
Methodist Church of Panama and 
Costa Rica has chosen to support 
the highly popular and successful 
Goodwill Industries itself. 

Fellowship of the Concerned con
tinues to offer its facilities and mem
bership to handle contributions for 
Panama's Goodwill Industries. 
Whenever possible, donated cloth
ing becomes reusable. When not, 
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zippe rs and buttons are stripped 
from clothing for further use. There 
are not enough contributed mate
rials so quantities must be imported 
from Miami. 

Panama Goodwill Industries is 
now located in Gra ce United Meth
odist Church . Its principal product 
has become industrial grease cloths. 
Th e potential market is lim ited 
only by Goodwill 's lack of materials. 
Some 12,000 ships pass through the 
Panama Canal annua lly and each 
one, plus supportin g equipment of 
the Zone, require these cleaning 
cloths. Industri es in Panama City 
are also customers. Goodwi ll pro
vides grease cloths in ba les of 500 
pounds. 

In ano th er program, Goodwill 
sewing machines are kept busy 
stitching pillow cove rs for a city in
dustry. The machine operators p re
pare to fi nd wo rk in the commer
cia l labor market. 

With the ass istance of many 
churches, Goodwill 's extended arm 
of concern reaches to remote pock
ets of the Republic of Panama . In 
a vill age 150 miles from Panama 
City, women make typ ica l doll s 
which find a ready market in ci ty 
stores, the PX, and on coffee tables 
of the members of the Fellowship of 
th e Concerned. Lutherans back this 
project. 

In the Chiriqui Province, 250 miles 
from Panama City, women sew 
kitchen towels from fabric printed 
wi th special recipes and pictures. If 
I had one, it wo uld lend charm to a 
table top o r to a wall as a hangi ng. 
Th e recipe towels pro ject is under 
the wi ng of United Methodist 
women. 

An isolated British Methodist 
chu rch, w hich has been loaned a 
United Methodist pastor by the 
name of Carlos Smith , turns out 
conch shell lamps and other hand
crafted items. 

Helping market all these products 
has been a U.S . Catholic se rviceman . 
When production is greater, hand
crafted items may be avai lable in the 
United States. 

You may have surmised that it 
takes considerab le coordination and 
contacting of potential markets to 
make all these fa r-flung ventures a 
success . The man who origi nated the 
ideas and who does the legwork is 
Walter Reitz, w ho has been in Pan
ama some 13 yea rs. 

A weekend trip by plane 
carried Goodwill supplies in 
Panama. Below, Juan Yepez, 
who was born without legs 
and arms but is now a 
computer programmer in 
Bolivia. 

In add it ion to being the organizer 
of Goodwill , Mr. Reitz is a top-draw
er organist and pianist. He gives free 
p iano lessons to potential musicians 
w ho ca nnot afford them if they 
agree to use their ta lents for the 
church . He has motivated many 
youths to take up music. I had the 
privi lege of hearing two Cuna In
dians, sons of the Bible translator, 
perform, and a 125-voice choir 
which sang " Wonderful Grace of Je
sus. " 

In Panama it is exciting to find the 
recycling of people! • 
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PHILIPPINES 
Methodism in th e Philippi nes 

sta rted wi th the landing in M anila on 
December 17, 1898, of a loca l 
preacher by th e name of Arthur W . 
Prautch. He had worked under Bi sh
op James M . Thoburn in Ca lcutta, 
India w hen th e Bi shop was the pas
to r of the Engli sh church there. Bi sh
op Th oburn arri ved in Manila a 
week after Prautch arri ved. 

The fi rst step by Bi shop Tho
burn was the es tabli shment o f a 
So ld ier's Institute primaril y in
tended to mini ster to the spiritual 
needs o f the American soldiers. A 
Fi lipino theater w as hired for Sunday 
mornin g se rvi ce and Arthur W . 
Prautch announced the meeting in 
the Ameri can and Spanish papers 
w ith Bi shop Thoburn as speaker. 
Bi shop Thoburn preached the first 
Pro testant se rmon w hich marked the 
beginn ing of the entrance of Evan
ge li ca l Chri stianity in the Philip
pin es. A. W . Prautch was appointed 
by th e Bi shop to take charge of the 
arrangements for subsequent meet
ings. 

O ne afternoon in June 1899, five 
Filipinos ca me to see Prautch to con
fe r w ith him about the beginn ing of 
mee tin gs for Filipinos such as were 
being condu cted for th e American 
so ldi ers. 

Mr. Prautch stated hi s fear that 
since th e Philippin es was a Cath oli c 
country it would be diffi cult to get 
" th e fa ithfu l" to attend a Protes tant 
meetin g. It was an swered that 
th ousa nds of people had left th e 
" Fri ar Church" fo rever and we re en
ti tl ed to the preaching o f the Gos
pe l, even more than the American 
so ld iers. Th ey promi sed that ove r 
one hundred Filipin os would attend 
each meetin g until the congregation 
grew naturally. Mr. Prautch rai sed 
th e question o f the im possibility o f 
using Spani sh o r Taga log. They 
promi sed to furni sh an interpreter. 

There was no ground fo r further 
refusa l and so announce ment was 
made fo r a Spanish meetin g at three 
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o'cl ock on Sunday afternoon by 
handbill s and by those Spani sh 
newspapers whi ch dared publi sh it. 
Mr. Prautch had printed some 
twenty hymns from a copy of a 
South Ameri can hymn book. 

Th e Suhday came and there were 
ove r one hundred people present. 
The preaching through an interpre
ter was tedious and unsa ti sfactory , 
but it w as a nove lty, and as those 
present had never before seen a 
Protes tant servi ce, they li stened w ith 
interest. 

The Fil ipino congregation grew 
and the preaching continued from 
Sunday to Sunday. On the fourth 
Sunday the interpreter did not 
com e. There was in the audience an 
elderl y man named Paulino Zamora 
who was present at each meeting 
w ith four children and who had 
spoken to Mr. Prautch encouraging
ly. Mr. Prautch w ent up to him and 
asked him to take the meeting and 
preach. He rose, spoke a few word s 
of approval of the meeting, and 
pointing to a young man about 
twenty- five years of age, said, " M y 
son Nicolas w ill speak." 

Nicholas stood up, declined 
to come to the front and started to 
speak in a loud clear tone in Span
ish. He never hesitated for word s 
but kept on warming up in earnest
ness and held the audience spell
bound . Nicolas Zamora was from 
then on recognized as the first Filipi
no M ethodi st preacher. 

The United Methodist Church in 
the Philippines is over 75 years old, 
vigorou s, and self-supportin g. It has 
two bi shops (one office is currently 
vacant), 26 district superintendents, 
750 pa sto rs, and some 33 United 
M ethodist missionaries. It is the 
ow ner of 14 school s and coll eges 
and one general hospital. The 
church has a total constituency of 
250,000. Since 1948 it has regarded 
all of th e Philippin es as its field of 
operations. 

From 1908 to 1939 there was only 
one annual conference. Today there 
are si x. 

Cornelio M . Ferrer 
He is a minister and fo rmer bishop 

of the Philipp ines Central Conference 
o f the United M eth odist Church . 

GHANA 
Trinity College in Legan is a co

operative school of the Methodist, 
Presbyterian , Evangelical Presbyteri
an , and Anglican churches of 
Ghana. Although it received some 
initial help from the Theological Ed
ucation Fund (to which our Board 
has contributed generously), Trinity 
is now supported entirely by the 
churches here, except for the salaries 
of expatriate staff. Staff members are 
Ghanian, Scottish, German, and 
Ameri can , so we have quite an in
ternational community. 

We have 77 students this year, 
which include not only those from 
the cooperating denominations, but 
also from other churches in Ghana, 
such as the Lutheran and African 
Methodist Episcopal. There is one 
student from Zambia, and three, I 
believe, from Liberia, one of whom 
is from the United Methodist 
Church. 

Two United Methodist students 
are also here from Sierra Leone. I 
had known them previously, and it 
is now my privil ege to be teaching 
them Christian Education . All the 
United Methodist students are here 
on scholarships which the churches 
have provided from the Crusade 
Scholarship Funds which were given 
them in a block grant. 

I teach two classes in Christian 
Education , one to first year and one 
to fourth year students. Practical 
work for the first year students is in 
the Sunday school of the church on 
the campus of the school , attended 
by people in the surrounding com
munity. There are unique problems 
when one has not only to divide 
children into age groups, but also 
into three language groups (plus 
English for the youth who are at
tending school), and then match 
them with the language spoken by 
the teachers! 

Supervi sion of the Sunday school 
takes a good deal of my time . I also 
teach a course in audiovisuals, di
vided into two classes because of 
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the size. English reading and com
prehension for the first year students 
and English writing for the second 
year are two classes I didn ' t expect, 
but it is one of those things some
one has to do, and I am the only 
native English speaker (American 
English, that is!) on the staff, besides 
the principal and the Scotsman who 
has a full load teaching doctrine, 
etc. Later, I will begin work on pro
gramming and extension education . 

The students are men, mature 
adults, who are preparing for the 
ministry. Most of them are married 
and have children, but their fami
lies do not come here with them. 
The education given is on the post
secondary level , probably equivalent 
to junior college work in the United 
States. A few are special two-year 
students, but most attend for four 
years. They are aiming for the licen
tiate examination, set by theological 
schools in England. 

A few of the students will be 
able to go on to B.D . work by cor
respondence, with tutoring by staff 
members here, and each year a few 
are recommended to the churches 
for additional training overseas. A 
definite aim of the school is to se
lect some of the best qualified stu
dents for further training to qualify 
them as teachers here. 

It is good to be back in Africa, and 
involved in work which I trust will 
contribute to the growth and de
velopment of the Church on this 
continent. 

Esther Megill 

Dr. Megill , a former Africa executive 
secreta ry in the World Division of the 
Board of Missions, is the only United 
Methodist missionary from the United 
States serving in Chana . The Methodist 
Church in Chana has been related to 
the British Methodist Church . 

MOZAMBIQUE 
There has been some serious soul

searching through these difficult 
times, when it seems more and 
more evident that the church is not 
willing to continue to support exist
ing mission institutions. What are 
our commitments, our responsibili
ties as a church and as Christians? Is 
our continued presence here still 
valid? 

The medical need is so real to us 
who work here, so urgent, so over
whelming that it is difficult to think 
clearly and objectively. About 40,000 
patients crowd our hospital each 
yea r, many coming from hundreds 
of mil es away. Most of the major 
surgery in the Di stri ct of lnhambane 
(a bout 50,000 sq uare miles) is done 
at the Chicuque Hospital. Here we 
have the only private officially rec
ognized auxi liary nurses' training 
school in Mozambique. It is directed 
jointly by the Methodist and Pr0 s
byterian churches and prima 'y 
trains nurses for Protestant mission 
hospitals. In April of 1973 all seven 
of the nursing candidates presented 
for the government examination 
passed. A new class of 14 students 
has just begun. 

The ever-increasing demands 
made on our medical facilities, the 
increased operational costs-both 
for medical supplies and sa laries
and the drastic cuts in appropria
tions we receive annually from 
churches in America through the 
Board of Global Ministries have 
created a dilemma. Since 1969 the 
total budget for our medical work 
has increased 37 percent but the 
appropriations from New York have 
decreased over 50 percent. 

To meet the deficit we have in
creased hospital fees to the point 
that we are in danger of pricing 
ourselves out of the range of the 
rural African people for whom the 
hospita l was built. We are seei ng 
more white people and affluent In
dian and African patients than we 
did before in consultation , surgery 
and maternity. For these we charge 
a higher rate according to their abil
ity to pay. Thi s helps, but on the 
other hand, there are many who 
can ' t pay anything. 

We need your prayers, your en
couragement and your support more 
than ever before . 

Young people in the church here 
are pushing forward to get more 
schooling. The reason is clear : the 
minrmum requirement for most 
jobs is the fourth class primary 
school certificate . Many more posi
tions require the diploma given af
ter the first two years of high school. 
Yet in 1973 only 2,727 youngsters 
applied to take the fourth class 
exam in the entire District of lnham
bane. 

The church granted 158 scholar-

Dr. Robert Simpson of the Chicuque 
Methodist Mission Hospital treats a 
youngster who has fallen out of a tree. 

ships to M ethodist students seeking 
help for high school and college 
expenses- 350 applied . At least 16 
of the young hospital employees are 
attend ing night school in Maxixe or 
lnhambane after working their 
eight-hour shift. 

In the church's districts in the 
bush, catechist leaders are now 
permitted to teach primary school 
informally in areas where there are 
no official schools. Students may 
then take th e government exa m. 

The Simpsons-Bob and Nadine 
Kenneth, Carolyn, Pau l and Peter 

The Simpsons are United Methodist 
miss ionaries at Chicuque, Mozambique . 
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GOD INCOGNITO by S. Paul Schilling, 
New York, 1974: Abingdon Press, 207 
pp., $5.95. 

The experience of living in the late 
twentieth century has made it difficult 
for many persons today to speak mean
ingfully of Cod. Rapid change, pluralism, 
and preoccupation with immediate, prag
matic concerns have tended to erode the 
meaning of faith in Cod for many people 
today. 

Important voices in current theology 
are struggling with the recovery of 
transcendence for contemporary men and 
women. Peter Berger in his Rumor of 
Angels: Modern Society and the Redis
covery of the Supernatural {Doubleday, 
1969 ) suggested that everyday experi
ences contain varied elements which 
point toward and give meaning to 
transcendence. Langdon Gilkey, professor 
at the Universi ty of Chicago's Divinity 
School, has written exhaustively on the 
need for the renewal of "Cod-Language" 
in the midst of a secularized era (Naming 
the Whirlwind, Bobbs-Merrill Company, 
1969). 

Now S. Paul Schilling, in his God 
lncognito, has made a highly significant 
contribution to the renewal of our recog
nition of and witness to the presence of 
Cod in our world. 

Schilling, recently retired from a dis
tinguished theological teaching careeer 
in Boston University School of Theology 
and Wesley Seminary in Washington, 
D .C., contributes this book out of a 
thorough study of the meeting between 
Christian faith and various forms of 
contemporary atheism. An earlier volume, 
God in an Age of Atheism (Abingdon 
Press, 1969), analyzed the various 
philosophical and pragmatic grounds 
upon which contemporaries reject belief 
in Cod. He sought to show that impor
tant elements of the atheistic critique 
could be reconciled with a form of belief 
in Cod which emphasizes Cod as being, 
creative process, love, and personal life. 

It is this dynamic, future-oriented , and 
personal view of Cod which Schilling 
affirms in God Incognito. Intimations of 
the presence of this Cod are to be found 
even in situations in which persons do 
not acknowledge or name the Divine 
reality. The author cites an impressive ar-
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ray of sociological, psychological , literary 
and theological witnesses to illustrate the 
manner in which our common experience 
as human beings witnesses to transcen
dence. The work of psychologist Abraham 
Maslow, psychiatrist Viktor Frankl , and 
sociologist Robert N. Bellah are among 
those utilized in this investigation . 

A major section of this volume is 
devoted to an analysis of the ways in 
which Cod is present-even if incognito 
-in human experience. We poi.nt to the 
presence of Cod in those moments in 
which we perceive the depth of life, our 
dependence upon tha t depth, and the 
possibility for meaning and wholeness in 
the midst of life. 

But Cod is evident also in human 
aspiration and struggle. We find Cod, 
Schilling insists, precisely at those points 
at which personal and social brokenness 
is overcome: 

"Wherever measures are undertaken to 
end poverty, to free men and women 
and children from the forces which 
hold them in bondage, to heal their 
physical infirmities, and to liberate 
the victims of oppression and exploita
tion, there Cod is actively present" 
(p. 133 }. 
Likewise, we encounter Cod in the 

struggle to realize the possibilities of the 
future. Cod is evident in the surge of 
life into that which is not-yet, disclosing 
a future which is filled with novelty and 
surprise. 

"There are . . . strong grounds for 
ascribing the pull of the future in 
human experience to the living Cod 
of transforming love who awakens and 
strengthens us and sets us on the way 
as workers with himn (p. 171). 
These experiences all evidence the 

presence of Cod to those who believe. 
But how reliable are these experiences 
as guides to truth apart from a prior dis
position to believe? Schilling resists an 
answer to this question which relies upon 
the authority of the scriptures alone. 
While that might be a more satisfying 
answer among believers, it would pro
vide little opportunity for further discus
sion with those who are not believers 
{since the existence of Cod's self-revela
tion is one of the points in question) . 

The author, therefore, spells out the 
criteria by which the adequacy of inti
mations of transcendence for guiding us 
to truth are to be measured. 

Experiences of transcendence, he sug
gests, may be regarded as reliable guides 
if they can be shown to exhibit : 

( 1) Internal consistency; 
{2) Harmonious relationship with 

other experiences; 
( 3) Capacity to shed light and hold 

together what we know and ex
perience through other means; 

( 4) An ability to enrich life through 
their practical consequences. 

He concludes that belief in Cod as 
being, process, love and personal life is 
the most adequate hypothesis by which 
to understand the full range of experi
ences to which humankind falls heir. 

It is heartening that this book appears 
as we begin the study of "Our Faith in 
the Midst of Pluralism" (also known as 
"Mission and the Faith-Life Crises") . 
The confession of Christian faith con
veyed in this book discloses at once a 
profound conviction of Cod's presence 
and at the same time an openness to an 
appreciation for those 'Vho interpret their 
experience without belief in Cod. This 
solid grounding in the experience of 
Cod and the willingness to engage the 
breadth of human experience are both 
essential elements for living faithfully in 
the midst of pluralism. 

We may hope that this book receives 
a wide reading and that through it we 
may be led both to a refined sense of 
Cod's presence and an ability to confess 
this presence in the context of our daily 
doings . 

NEAL F. FISHER 

Dr. Fisher is an executive of the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries, 
National Division. 

THE BOOK OF WITNESSES, by David 
Kossofl. New York, 1972: St. Martin's 
Press; 17 4 pages, $4.95. 

This vivid and captivating re-telling 
of the life and deeds of Jesus Christ is 
from the pen of an English Jew, an 
actor who has achieved fame by his 
broadcasts of Bible stories over the 
facilities of the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. His first series of Old 
Testament stories (later published as 
Stories from the Bible) was so successful 
that he has since produced the life of 
Christ, as portrayed in the New Testa
ment Gospels, now published in New 
York, London , Bombay, Madras, Mel
bourne, and Toronto. 

The volume is composed of forty 
brief broadcasts, each retelling a N. T. 
story or incident as it was viewed by 
a fictitiou s observer or participant of the 
event, and related by that person some 
years after the crucifixion of Christ. The 
events of the life have been told by 
many writers in many ways in the pass
ing years, but probably never before 
has it been told in this particular format 
with fictional observers . In almost every 
one of the broadcasts, the reader feels 
that such a person could or even must 
have been on the scene: that is the 
charm of the author's art. 

The outline of the volume: seven 
broadcasts entitled "The Baby" and the 
Gospel events related to his birth; five 
on "The Crowing Up" from child to man; 
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four on "The Start of the Work"; 
thirteen on "The Great Happenings"
the miracles, healings, encounters, etc.; 
six on "The Beginning of the End"
encounters with the law and the Phari
sees; three on "The End"; and two on 
"The Beginnings"-the burial and resur
rection. 

As an example of the "forty witnesses" 
who narrate the events: there are seven 
who give their own versions of the events 
leading up to and immediately following 
the birth of Jesus-a temple workman 
who knew Zacharias and Elizabeth ; the 
wife of the workman who knew Mary 
and Elizabeth and John the Baptist ; one 
of the shepherds (now an old man) who 
heard the angels' message and followed 
on the road to Bethlehem and the crib; 
a worker in the temple who knew Anna 
and Simeon and was present when Jesus 
was presented to the Lord; a Samaritan 
journeyman carpenter (employed by 
Joseph ) who accompanied the family to 
Egypt, and returned with them to 
Nazareth; an old man who had been 
in the court of Herod, and who had 
heard him, in fear for his kingdom, say, · 
"Kill all the babies under three"; a 
custodian in the cemetery when the body 
of the Crucified One "disappeared"; a 
lieutenant in the guard at the tomb, 
given gold to tell the story of the 
"stolen body." Throughout the volume, 
the stories of the "witnesses" are rever
ently told, and the Gospel narrative 
comes through clear and untampered . 

The Book of Witnesses is a valuable 
addition to the many books that have 
retraced the Gospel story, and its read
ing will shed new light upon many of 
its more difficult passages and pictures . 

w. W. R EID 

IT'S ME, 0 LORD! by Michael Hollings 
and Etta Gullick. New York, 1973: 
Doubleday and Co.; 159 pages, $4.95. 

Here are some 200 fresh , relevant, and 
informal prayers that speak of the daily 
experiences, needs, fears, and aspirations 
of practically every man and woman. 
There are prayers-some of them only 
forty or fifty words in length-for the 
beginning and the closing of the day; 
for such experiences as an automobile 
accident, trying to find God in a train 
while going to work, taking part in 
sports, annoyances with neighbors, visit
ing a sick friend , praying for or with 
an alcoholic, during or preparing for an 
examination, when a love affair ends, in 
a dentist's waiting room, when suffering 
from hay fever-and scores of other situ
ations, most of them common to us all . 

Michael Hollins is a parish priest in 
England, has appeared often on British 
television and radio, and was chaplain 
to Roman Catholic students at Oxford 
University for eleven years. Etta Gullick 
is an Anglican Church theological gradu-

ate and is well known as a writer on 
religious topics. 

Two brief prayer will give illustration 
of the conciseness and freshness of these 
prayers : 

On war : "Can't you stop this bloody 
war, Lord? If you can't I don't know 
who can. And if you don't want to, I 
can't see how you are good. It is up to 
you to show me, Lord. It's more than 
I can grasp." 

A night prayer : "Lord, thank you for 
lettting me know your love as I lie here 
sleepless. Often I lie in darkness of mind 
and soul unable to sleep or to find you; 
tonight I can only say thank you for this 
deep , peaceful joy, and ask that you will 
give it to me again." 

W . W. REID 

DRUGS AT MY DOOR STEP, by Art 
Linkletter. Waco, Texas, 1973: Word 
Books; 186 pages, $5.95. 

For years, Art Linkletter was known 
across America as a lecturer, a humorist 
and ente1tainer, and as a successful busi
nessman . But in 1969, the death of his 
daughter, Diane, by suicide under the 
influence of LSD, changed the whole 
course and purpose of his life. The 
tragedy of this twenty-year-old girl at 
the beginning of a promising career as 
an actress, sent the entertainer to study 
the cause or causes of "drug abuse," and 
to organize a nationwide campaign for 
its understanding and, hopefully, its 
eradication. This volume recounts what 
the author learned in the course of his 
study-and what we should all know 
and do to counter this "deadly enemy of 
young people." 

Perhaps his most important conclusion 
is that there is no one cause-and there
fore no one cure-for people (young or 
older) becoming habituated to drugs : 
"Drug abuse is a people problem, as 
unique and varied as the individuals 
involved." 

In the opening chapters of Drugs at 
My Door Step the author examines three 
points of view of the law, of educators, 
and of the medical profession regarding 
drug use and abuse; he finds merit in 
each view and the action which each 
suggests ; but he finds that they do not 
add up to the whole "cause" or the 
whole "cure." 

Concerning the role of the police and 
the courts, he notes: "I came to the 
conclusion that law enforcement alone 
is not the way to do anything lasting or 
meaningful about the deepest roots of 
this misery. . . . I soon discovered that 
the 'pushers' I had wanted arrested and 
executed were often our own children 
who were giving drugs away or selling 
them because they were 'missionaries' 
rather than evil messengers of some 
shadowy crime syndicate. Some of our 
best friends' youngsters were the neigh-

borhood 'pushers' because of the status 
this gave them. Other less affiu ent boys 
and girls were supplementing skimpy 
incomes by small sales that were confined 
to their own circle of friends and which 
often helped pay for their own drug 
habit. . . . But wherever they came 
from, they were our kids." 

As to emphasis on the treatment of the 
victims of drug abuse as sick people, 
the author says: "Drug misuse is not a 
simple cause-effect thing, and it doesn't 
respond to a single cause-effect solution . 
.. . One of the dangers of pinning too 
much hope on the treatment of users is 
that since we have so few really well
trained specialists and drug-savvy 
doctors, the con men and gyp artists and 
hustlers will move in to sell us a bill 
of goods . ... My feeling about treatment 
is that it's very important to do what 
we can to ease the pain of the people in 
trouble, but it's foolish to then conclude 
that because we've got the medicine, we 
shouldn't worry about avoiding the sick
ness in the first place. 

As to present methods of "drug educa
tion" in the schools and especially 
through the medium of many of the 
films that have been produced on the 
subject, Mr. Linkletter has doubts as to 
their general effectiveness. "Teachers 
who have no grounding in the drug 
experience and who have not even been 
exposed to the basic terms and a be
ginner's pharmacology lose credibility 
quickly. . . . Drug movies, as they are 
somewhat ironically called , can perhaps 
do more damage to real drug learning 
than any other form of communication . 
... most of them are full of inaccurate 
information, corny dialogue, and phony 
allegations about drugs and drug be
havior." 

While critical of present levels of the 
understanding, of enforcement methods, 
of medical-psychological · approach, and 
educational materials for either the pre
vention or the cure of drug abuse and 
misuse, the author believes that all three 
professions concerned must pursue ave
nues for the improvement and ultimate 
perfection of methods ; and also that 
parents and whole communities must be 
aroused to the dangers of the abuse
and that it can be controlled. 

While he confesses that he has no 
panacea for the situation, he sums up 
the present scope of our knowledge and 
achievement, notes that "the journey's 
just begun," and suggests some avenues 
for future advance. In closing chapters 
he outlines some areas in which parents, 
individuals, and whole communities can 
contribute to understanding and control 
of both traffic in and use of drugs ; and 
lists organizations that can help in com
batting the abuse. 

W. w. R EID 
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ASIAN CHURCHES ARE WEARY 
Thanks for the emphasis in your editorial, 

"The Vertical Dimension ," in the March New 
World Outlook. W e found churches in A ia 
getting weary of made-in-America programs and 
evangelism-social action controversies . 

T. Orro NALL 

Clearwater, F lorida 
T . Otto all is a retired United Methodist 
bishop. 

AN EARNEST ATTEMPT IN EDITORIAL 
Your ~larch editorial touching concerns of 

the newly form ed Evangelical Mission Council 
strikes one participant in that council as b eing 
an earnes t attempt to be hones t and fai r. Only 
a very li ttle bit of "put down" occurs in this 
editorial! 

One gross error occurs in your editorial. At 
no point in the deliberations of the E vangelical 
Missions Council thus far has the suggestion 
been that " to be a missionary one must cross 
a geographical boundary." In fact the opposite 
is q uite true. We have affirn1ed the current con
cepts and jargon of "persons in missions" and 
" mis ion in six continents." W e are conscious 
of ourselves (warts and all) as "persons in 
n1iss ion .11 

W e do unhesitatingly declare our conviction 
that in our time as in all previous times the 
Holy Spirit does ca ll some persons to cross 
racial, cultural , and geographical bounda ries in 
fulfillment of The Great Commission . 

One final comment. W e cannot fault David 
Seamands for failing, in a single speech, to 
indicate ways of overcoming the risk of "pater
nalistic" or "racist" missionaries as we press 
for the vastly increased missionary force needed 
in today's world. One answer in part simply is 
that United Methodism has now the recruit
ment machinery plus the assignment-making 
machinery to eliminate such persons if or when 
they are identified . 

( REv.) CHARLES R. BRlrr 

Auburn, Alabama 

TWO REASONS FOR SUBSCRIBING 
Will you please let me know if New World 

Outlook is still being published? I am making 
current use of past issues ( 1971 ) and am 
realizing what interesting and informative arti
cles there are, relevant to my present thought 
and study. 

( Mns .) JOYCE BELL 

Chesley, Ontario, Canada 

In recent months publications of the move
ment called Good News have come to m y 
attention in which there is sharp criticism of 
New World Outlook, especially that the original 
purpose of miss ionary objectives are disre
garded. For that reason I am sending my check 
to subscribe so that I may study more closely 
whether the facts brought out by Good News 
can be substantiated. 

FHANK AHGELANDEH 

Pasadena, California 

TAKING EXCEPTION TO ANGOLA ARTICLE 
For about three decades I have had the 

privilege of reading and learning from World 
Outlook, and its successor, New World Outlook. 
The journal has rendered great service to the 
cause of the church's global mission. 

It is therefore with a feeling of regret that 
I must take exception to certain sections of the 
recent article on Angola (January issue ) . I find 
it very unfortunate that the name of the former 
bishop of The United Methodist Church in 
Angola, the Rev. Harry P . Andreassen , was 

l.etters 

publicly displayed in such an unflatte ri ng 
n1anner. 

It is wrong that offi cials of the church 
anywhere receive public money without keeping 
public records of the way it is being spent. 
However, if the Board of Missions received no 
sa ti sfactory accounting, why did it continue to 
send money month after month for eight yea rs? 

The sa le of the property in Loanda wa com
pleted before Andreassen became bishop. I-l ow 
can the arti cle then leave the impression that 
he is responsible for the lack of records? 

I do not know what took place when And
reassen built a new building in Loanda. But I 
think this matter should be settled between 
Andreassen and the church agencies involved 
without the help of New World Outlook. 

The a rticle also raises questions regarding 
the bishop's election. H e had been a missionary 
for 14 years when first elected , so he was well 
known. Why did the Africans e lect him in 
1964, and if they disliked his so-called paterna
listi c ways , why did they re-elect him in 1968? 

P EH H ASS ING 

Boston , Massachusetts 
Former Methodist field treasurer in Rhodesia, 
he is on the faculty of Boston University School 
of Theology. 

ANGERED BY CHARACTER ASSASSINATION 
I do not doubt that there is truth in the 

allegations made against bishop Harry Andreas
sen, because I have for many years heard the 
same reports from friends directly acquainted 
with the Angolan scene. I nevertheless find 
myself shocked and angered to see Rev. And
reassen's character publicly assassinated in a 
manner worthy of the National Inqui rer. 

If Rev. Andreassen acted unethically in the 
episcopal office, he should be held accountable 
in a church trial, with public censure as a 
minimum result . So far that has not happened 
and Rev. Andreassen left the episcopacy in good 
standing. If the case of his maladministration is 
"senility," a rather strange condition for a man 
in his forti es, then he deserves our sympathy. 

At the very least, in the interest of professional 
standards of journalism if not Christian love, 
Rev. Andreassen should have been allowed the 
benefit of having his side of the story included 
in the same article. 

AHNE HASSING 

F lagstaff, Arizona 
Dr. Hassing grew up in Rhodesia and is familiar 
with African and Norwegian churches . 

TELLING IT AS IT IS 
I appreciate very much your forward and 

open reporting. You told the t ru th just like 
it happened. Too often we are afraid to present 
criticism or tell the honest situation as it really is. 

( REv. ) WENDELL L. COLDEN 

Kinshasa, Zaire 
He is a United Methodist missionary working 
with Angolan refugees. 

WHY JAPANESE OPPOSE THE SHRINE 
Recently I read "Japanese Christians Oppose 

the Shrine" (December 1973). The content was 
well-explained , but once more I would like to 
emphas ize what Christians in Japan are oppos
ing. 

Originally the shrines were used for com-

munity cere monies such as those related to the 
rice harves t. But historically ruling governments 
han• used th e sh1ines to build Japanese im
perialism. 

Education up to World War II meant learn
ing to die for the emperor. News reports have 
ver ified the existence of Japanese stragglers in 
the Philippines who have continued to live as 
offi cers of the now-defun ct imperial army. 

From the beginn ing of Christian history in 
Japan, churches were the locus of opposition 
to the Japanese political es tablishment . We 
fee l we must speak out in order that the 
tragedies of the past are not repeated . Once 
again Japan's economic invasion of Asian coun
tries has become an international problem. The 
impe rial system menta lity still lives in Japan 
like weeds in the ground. This mentality and 
its political and cultural manifestations are what 
Christians in Japan are opposing, not the shrine. 

AIKO Y O KOYA CAHTEH 

Tokyo, Japan 

ANOTHER VIEW OF THE PHILIPPINES 
In recent months you have published several 

articles which have been quite critical of the 
present Philippines situation. T he discuss ion 
about Zoto in the November 1973 issue was 
well done, but the other half of the article 
about martial law would have been much differ
ent if the editor had traveled around the Philip
pines and talked with the common people a~ 
I have. I have discovered that the common 
people in general support the present solution 
to their political problems although they are sad 
that it became necessary. In general they are 
wi lling to bear with martial law for some time 
until more of the necessary changes are made. 

I am amazed at your suggestion that Ma rcos 
is controll ing the country for the benefit of the 
1% of the population who own most of the 
country. Usually they are the very ones most 
angry at President Marcos because he seems to 
be out to break the ir control. 

I believe it is fair to say the government 
before martial law was a mockery of democ
racy. The sys tem borrowed from the United 
States ... did not work. The new constitution 
has good promise of being able to function 
properly. But before it could be implemented, 
the Maoist elements took advantage of the 
polit ica l paralys is and caught everyone, 
especia lly the Pres ident, in a difficu lt position. 
W hether or not the proclamation of martial 
law was the best solut ion can never be known. 
It was one viable opt ion, however, and there 
were not many viable options. I doubt martial 
law will ex ist long because Filipino people are 
incurab ly democratic. 

One of the bas ic requirements of a democracy 
is the opportunity for every citizen to be heard 
and to influence actions. This is more true now 
than before martial law because villages and 
indi viduals can now communicate directly with 
head of government instead of through a chain 
of ba lloting which becomes quite impersonal 
and subject to "roadblocks." Since martial law, 
I have had more freedom to preach and teach 
than before. 

You also mention freedom of the press. T here 
are limitations but I have noticed a drastic 
relaxation in the last eight months. Before, 
"freedom of the press" was absolute license to 
vilify every government official or policy with 
little opportunity to respond . 

D E LI3EHT R ICE 

Kalahan Mission, Philippines 
He is a United Methodist missionary serving 
with the United Church of Christ in the Philip
pines. 
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AN EXCHANGE ON GULF & WESTERN 
Your publicirtion of an article entitled, 

"Plantation Politics in the Dominican Republic" 
( ovember 1973) by Laurence Simon, does a 
serious disservice to your readers and to the 
employees of Gulf & Western Americas Corpora
tion. The smallest effort on your part to verify 
the info1mation would have told you that the 
article is heavily biased and riddled with errors. 

Contrary to the impressions left by "Planta
tion Politics," Gulf & Western has launched sub
stantial programs of social improvement during 
its six years in the Dominican Republic. These 
have included creating 1,900 new jobs, improv
ing housing, building schools and hospitals, 
providing free medical care and medicine, and 
es tablishing a program whereby workers in 
La Romana can afford to own their own homes. 
In a recent eries of articles on the Dominican 
Republic in the San Juan Puerto Rico Star, 
Gulf & Western's role is described this way: 

"Gulf & Western , although a very difficult 
name for Spanish-speaking people to pronounce, 
has become synonymous with jobs, education, 
health and a new outlook on li fe for many poor 
Dominicans." 

We are enclosing the articles in their entirety 
for your review. 

Although Mr. Simon purports to describe 
the activities of Gulf & Western Industries in 
La Romana, neither his descriptions nor his 
photos reflect the real world there. As a matter 
of fact, we understand that the elderly gentle
man photographed sitting on his bed and 
referred to in the caption as a cane cutter for 
Gulf & Western is not a Dominican and does 
not work for Gulf & Western . 

In addition, Mr. Simon told a company 
representative here in New York that he had 
spent only a short time in the Dominican 
Republic last summer, and that he was un
familiar with the culture and unable to converse 

. adequately in Spanish. It would appear that in 
writing his article Mr. Simon must have de
pended largely on second-hand information and 
conjecture from whatever English-speaking 
individuals he was able to contact in the 
Dominican. To the best of our knowledge, he 
never met with any representative of Gulf & 
Western Americas Corporation in the Dominican 
Republic and there is no evidence that he even 
attempted to establish contact. 

After returning to the United States, Mr. 
Simon did discuss his conclusions with a 
knowledgeable representative of the company 
who attempted-on the basic of extensive fac
tual information-to point out to Mr. Simon 
that he obviously had been misled and was 
basing his distorted conclusions on erroneous 
information. In order to help provide Mr. Simon 
with the opportunity to verify his conclusions 
on a first-hand basis, he was invited to visit 
Gulf & Western facilities in the Dominican 
Republic with an interpreter of his own 
choosing, and interview Gulf & Western em
ployees of his own choosing. Needless to say, 
he did not accept this offer. 

Since Mr. Simon is apparently untutored 
in the profession and ethics of journalism, it 
seems that testing at least some of the more 
preposterous statements in the article should 
have been the responsibility of your editorial 
staff. Accepting the article at face value does 
a dis ervice to the people of the Dominican 
Republic and to your readers who, no doubt, 
assume that New World Outlook is published 
with a reasonable degree of accuracy. 

MARTIN s. DAVIS 

He is a Senior Vice-President of Gulf & 
1'Vestem Industries, Inc. 

l\IR . Sil\10N REPLIES: 
Mr. Davis's letter is a further manifestation 

of the personal corruption which seeps into 
the very marrow of these corporate apologists. 
The easiest though least convincing challenge 
to a negative study of employee working and 
living condi tions is a blanket denial of their 
existence. Contrary to the assertion , the on ly 
bias under which my writing suffers is an 
motional identity with a malnourished child or 

a weak aged man. 
Mr. Davis would be well advised to read 

his own corporate literature for documentation 
of most economic statistics quoted. The pro
grams for "social improvement" which the 
Senior Vice-President proudly defends have had 
notably little effect on any but the managerial 
class of C&W workers. The cane cutters li ve 
precisely in the squalor depicted in my article. 

It is interes ting to note that Mr. Davis refers 
to articles in the American community's English
language San Juan Star to back up his claims, 
though it is debatable whether the headline 
"D. R. Offers Companies Tax-Exempt Paradise" 
and a1ticle back up his claims or mine. This 
referral to a Puerto Rican paper may be because 
the Dominican newspapers have carried critique 
after critique of C&W's influence and practices 
in the Dominican Republic. 

Perhaps Mr. Davis would prefer snapshots 
from a corporate Disneyworld, but my photo
graphs reflect the very terrible and depressing 
human poverty with which the cane cutters 
must contend. As I menioned in my article, 
C&W is not the only culprit ; some of the worst 
bateys are run by the government itself. How
ever, my article and photographs focus on C&W 
becau-e I am an American and as such must 
carry the burden and the responsibility for the 
particular injustices perpetrated by my fe llow 
countrymen. 

It is disheartening that Mr. Davis would 
deny responsibility for Jose Juan. This gentle 
old man has it not within his power to forget 
his long years of employment for C&W and its 
predecessor; nor can he so easi ly dismiss from 
consciousness the responsibility of the corpora
tion for whom he has slaved. The article clearly 
states Sr. Juan's national origin. 

In addition to in-depth research on the finan 
cial investment by C&W, he article reflects 
interviews with scores of knowledgeable persons 
-both English-speaking and Spanish-speaking, 
both in the Dominican Republic and here in 
the United States. 

Furthermore, contrary to Mr. Davis's asser
tion, I interviewed several employees of C&.W 
in the Dominican Republic-both cane cutters 
and management. The latter must remain 
anonymous-but let it suffice to be said that 
it was he who guided me to the hovel in which 
Sr. Juan exists. 

In addition , after advising the Chairman of 
the Board of my findings I received no answer 
directly from him , but rather I held a lengthy 
meeting with the Chief Economist of the Food 
Products Croup, Richard A. Loewy, who was 
not able, in my opinion, to substantiate one of 
his denials. He, in fact , admitted to a super
ficial knowledge of the conditions of the 
Dominican Republic and described Balaguer as 
a hard-working "benevolent dictator." 

Indeed, my offer of a tour of the Dominican 
Republic and C&W's own lands to show him 
what the problems were really like was not 
met with much enthusiasm and never pursued. 

In short, Mr. Davis 's perception has been 
transfigured by the lens of public relations and 
mine by the responsibilities of Christian 
morality: 

\.Voe unto you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade 
men with burdens grievous to be home, and 
ye yourselves touch not the burdens with one 
of your fingers. 

cotlaoacocaoco d'o caoO"t:' 

fil11•s DDL 
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THE CONVERSATION, a Directors 
Company presentation for Paramount 
Picture release. 1'Vritten and directed 
by Francis Ford Coppola. 

"The Conversation" is the story of 
c:olorless H arry Caul (Gene Hackman) , 
who is so obsessed with privacy that he 
walks ou t on the girlfriend he loves rather 
than answer he r questions about whether 
he lives a lon e and wha t he does for a 
living. 

H e makes his liv in g as a w iretapper, 
prying into other people's li ves . H e is the 
best in the business , the envy of his 
middle-aged buddies at the Security a nd 
Surveillance Convention . 

Harry is a paradox in more ways than 
one. H e is so devout he is thoroughly 
offended when his assistan t Stan (John 
Caza le) takes the name of the Lord in 
vain. But he eschews any respon.sibility 
for the consequences of his bugging 
work, even when, as a fellow eaves
dropper (Allen Garfield) lets it be known , 
one of his spying jobs resulted in a 
grisly triple murder. 

H arry begins to get qualms, however, 
a fter he is hired , for a hefty su m, to 
record the compromising conversation of 
an attractive young couple (C indy Wil
liams and Frederic Forrest ) and then de
liver the tape to an executive's su ite . 

This topical film is powerfully effective 
as a metaphor of a paranoid snooper, 
brill iantly acted by Gene Hackman. All 
of the performances are quite good, in 
fact. Every beautifully photographed 
scene in this rather slow-moving movie 
enlarges on the ironies and heightens 
the mood of moral dilemma. 

But "The Conversation" ultimately 
disappoints. An important and original 
movie about choice and decision ends as 
just another suspense thrille r, with 
gratuitous gore. The surprise conclusion 
is neither emotionally nor morally satisfy
ing. 

The film has a number of similarities 
to Coppola's pic ture "The Godfather"
compelling but rather unsympathetic 
characters, taut dialogue, the incongruous 
behavior of observant Catholics, skillful 
direction, faithful attention to detail. As 
a film that takes place in the mind, it 
doesn't have the same punch "The God
father" has. But I liked the intent of 
the film better. 

E.C. 
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MEMORIAL TO BLACK WOMAN 
WASHINGTON, D.C.-The first memo

rial to a black American and a woman in 
the Capital's public parks will honor the 
late Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune, educator, 
humanitarian and churchwoman. A sculp
ture of Dr. Bethune and two black children 
(a model is shown) will be unveiled in a 
three-day observance, July 10-12. The first 
day coincides with the 99th anniversary of 
the birth of the woman whose parents were 
freed slaves. The sculptor is Robert Berks. 

Dr. Bethune's "Last Will and Testament" 
is a classic in American black literature. 
Selections from the work will appear on the 
base of the memorial, including the fallow
ing: "I leave you love, hope, faith. I leave 
you racial dignity . I leave you a thirst for 
education ." 

The National Council of N egro Women, 
founded by Dr. Bethune in 1935, spear
headed the campaign for the memorial, to 
be located in Washington's Lincoln Park 
on line with the Emancipation Group, fea
turing Abraham Lincoln and a freed slave. 
Various church groups, including United 
Methodist Women, took part in raising the 
$400,000 needed for a memorial meeting 
federal specifications. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OFFICIAL 
REPORTS ON MOOD IN MIDEAST 

"Euphoria" with the idea of peace 
prevails in Egypt but "tension and in
security" are the dominant feelings in 
Jordan and Israel, a National Council of 
Churches official said on returning from 
a Middle East tour. 

J. Richard Butler, director of the 
council's Middle East and European 
Working Group, visited refugee projects, 
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to which U.S. Churches contribute, in 
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Egypt and 
Israel. 

"Disengagement of Israeli and Egyp
tian troops through the skillful role of 
(U.S. Secretary of State) Henry Kis
singer played in negotiations has given 
Egyptians the feelings that their basic 
problem is solved," he said. 

Egyptians, Mr. Butler adds, feel the 
"war is behind them and they can get 
on with the task of meeting the tre
mendous needs of their people. 

"On the other hand, both Jordanian 
and Israeli governments know that the 
basic problem confronting them is the 
status and future of the Palestinian 
refugees and this issue has not yet been 
addressed." 

Mr. Butler came to the National Coun
cil in early January. From 1970 through 
1973 he was with the United Church 
of Christ Board for World Ministries. 

(RNS) 

SENATE ASKED TO RESERVE 
FOOD TITHE FOR THE HUNGRY 

Church World Service has urged the 
Senate to pass legislation that would 
reserve ten percent of exportable agri
cultural commodities, over and above 
domestic needs, to help meet world food 
needs. 

Testifying before a Senate Agriculture 
Committee subcommittee, James Mac
Cracken, eexecutive director of CWS, 
relief and rehabilitation arm of the Na
tional Council of Churches, noted that 
the U.S. contribution for feeding the 
world's hungry has dropped in the past 
five years from 19 percent to five per
cent. 

"We have unwittingly slighted the 
world's hungry people,'' Mr. MacCracken 
told legislators, "and need to reaffirm our 
traditions of caring and sharing which 
represent the American people at our 
best." 

Since the passage of PL 480-the 
Agricultural Trade Development and 
Assistance Act of 1954-CWS has used 
more than four and one half billion 
pounds of governmental food made avail
able for humanitarian grants, to assist 

RNS Photo 

AWARDED TEMPLETON 
PRIZE IN RELIGION 

LONDON-Brother Roger Schutz, foun
der and prior of the ecumenical Taize com
munity in France, has been named to receive 
the 1974 Templeton Foundation's Prize for 
Progress in Religion. The 59-year-old monk 
will receive the annual $88,000 award for 
his worldwide work among young people 
and for his efforts fostering "renewal and 
reconciliation." 

The Templeton Foundation Prize was 
created by financier John M. Templeton in 
1972 as a kind of Nobel prize for religion, 
to be given to a living person of any re
ligious faith who has been "instrumental in 
widening man's knowledge or love of God." 

Thousands of young people have gone to 
Brother Roger's community for spiritual 
renewal. Since its founding in 1940 in a 
small village near Cluny in Burgundy, it has 
emerged as a ma;or ecumenical center in 
Europe. 

ten of millions of persons in need. Re
cently there have been drastic com
modity cutbacks in these humanitarian 
programs. 

BISHOP W. ANGIE SMITH 
DIES AT ACE 79 IN DALLAS 

Retired United Methodist Bishop 
W. Angie Smith, 79, died March 15 in 
Dallas, Texas, after an extended period 
of failing health. 

Elected to the episcopacy of the Meth
odist Church in 1944, he served the 
Oklahoma Area until his retirement in 
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. 
Ready now ... new Tarbelrs 

with texts from 
THE LIVING BIBLE! 

Outstanding teacher's aid for the Interna
tional Sunday School Lessons, the new 
Tarbell's features texts from the Living 
Bible, KJV and RSV with every lesson. 
Chock full of lesson background materials, 
illustrations and practical teaching ideas, 
Tarbell's is the favorite handbook with 
teachers of all denominations. $4.50 

AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 
Fleming H. Revell Company 
~ Old Tappan, N.J. 07675 
., (II ordering by mail , add 25¢ handling.) 

Hand-colored photograph 
of your chu rch or any 
scene on pretty 10 %-inch 
gold-ri m plates. Orders 
filled for one dozen or 
more plates. Also chu rch 
note paper in Quantity. 
Write for free infol'ma
tion. DEPT. WO 

FERRELL'S ART WARE 
Appomattox , Virtinia 24522 

1968. He also served as bishop of Hong 
Kong-Taiwan from 1960 until 1962. 

At different times he was president of 
the former Board of Evangelism, the 
Commission on Chaplaincy, and the 
Council of Bishops. He was also presi
dent of the education and cultivation 
unit of the former Board of Missions. 

Survivors include his wife and three 
sons. 

CHURCH ACENCY DECLINES 
TO SHARE IN U.S. CRANT 

Vietnam Christian Service has de
clined at this time to share in a potential 
$5 million USAID grant offered inclu
sively to voluntary agencies working in 
South Vietnam, for a variety of child 
welfare programs on a contractual basis. 

"Since 1966 when VNCS began opera
tions it has sought diligently to avoid 

political or military identification in an 
effort to manifest a Christian presence 
so as to identify with the suffering people 
of Vietnam," said the Rev. Boyd B. 
Lowry, operations officer of Vietnam 
Christian Service ( VNCS). The agency 
is the cooperative relief partnership of 
Church World Service and Lutheran 
World Relief. 

" ... the churches supporting Vietnam 
Christian Service are not callous to the 
need, but recognize that increased re
sources must come from them," he said. 

From 1966 to 1970, V CS was the 
recipient of U.S. government food for use 
in its programs. It ended participation 
in use of this food in 1970, Mr. Lowry 
said, because "the Government wanted 
us to use these resources in places where 
we felt political considerations took 
precedence over need." 

SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS ADD 
BANCLADESH AS MISSION AREA 

Bangladesh has been added to the 
mission fields of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. ( Southern ). 

The sending of missionaries to the 
newly independent Asian country was 
approved by the denomination's General 
Executive Board. Work will be under
taken in partnership with churches in 
Japan, Korea and Taiwan. 

Three couples, or up to six persons, 
were authorized for Bangladesh service 
by the council. They will be "evangelis
tic in spirit, but will have specialties 

related to public health, community 
development, preventive medicine, tu
berculosis work and/ or agricultural 
work." 

It has been virtually impossible for 
many years to send missionaries who 
serve only as evangelists into Asian lands. 

(RNS) 

SERMON ON 'HELL' DRAWS 
MAN IN A 'DEVIL' SUIT 

Worshippers arriving at the First 
United Methodist Church in Racine, 
Wisconsin expected to hear a sermon on 
hell. 

They did not expect to find the "devil" 
picketing outside. But there was some
thing--0r someone- that looked surpris
ingly like Lucifer parading up and down 
in fron t of the building. 

A sign carried by the figure was 
clearly meant to "singe" the minister, 
the Rev. Wallace Spielman, who rejects 
the idea of a place of eternal damnation. 

Mr. Spielman did not know who was 
wearing the devil suit, if that is what it 
was, but he had an idea it might be "a 
man about 70" who is a student at the 
University of Wisconsin-Parkside. 

"I think he wore the devil outfit for 
a discussion of exorcism," the pastor said, 
adding, "he's an interesting little fellow." 

Some churchgoers were amused by 
the "devilish" protester but others were 
not. 

"One lady wanted to hire an attorney 
to find out who the devil was," Mr. 

POSITIVE LMNG 
begins with understanding, faith and 
prayer. These books will help. 

DOUBTERS AND DREAMERS 
by Bill Comeau 

A combination of photography and free verse 
combine to sketch a vivid picture of the many 
facets of Christ's life which call us to faith , 
continually reminding us in the midst of our 
doubts, He is the way, the truth and the lite. 
$1.25 ea., 10 or more, $1 .00 ea. 

BREAKTHRU 
compiled by Wilson O. Weldon 

This attractive book of devotions was compiled 
for the young in heart- reflecting the call to 
responsible commitment to Jesus Christ and 
to joyous, positive living through prayer. You 
will want this book in your home tor sure. 
$1 .50 ea., 10 or more, $1 .30 ea. 

Dept. PL-21 
The Upper Room 19.08 Grand Avenue 
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Irving Berlin's popular 
salute to show biz lifts up 
the life of an entertainer 
as the most exciting, 
fulfilling career on earth ! 
Chuck Murphy, show 
business veteran and Epis
copal priest , has found 
the Spirit-filled Christian 
life to be much more satis
fying (and less fickle) 
than applause. His message 
is simple and clear-
most churches fail to get 
across the basic facts of 
Christian belief, thus mak
ing it impossible for lay 
persons to develop a 
deeper personal faith. He 
sets down these facts and 
describes the power avail
able to those who seek 
stronger daily spiritual 
lives. After all, God's 
business is being conducted 
here on earth-and it's 
not a dream world. It's 
very, very real and avail
able to you! $2.95, paper 
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Spielman said. "She was quite irate, but 
I talked her out of it." 

1r. Spielman preached on a more 
"upli fting" theme the following Sunday. 
But he included some stories about hell. 

An example: "Talk about the energy 
shortage-They can't keep the fires of 
hell burning forever." 

(RNS ) 

GENERATION CAP IS BETTER 
THAN BUDDY SYSTEM: RABB·I 

A vote for the "generation gap" and 
against the "buddy" relationship between 
parents and their children was cast in 
Miami by a rabbi who placed the blame 
for the lack of a reverent attitude toward 
the elderly in today's society on the 
"buddy" approach. 

In an address before a gerentology 
conference sponsored by the Department 
of Nursing Research and Development 
of Jackson Memorial Hospital, Rabbi 
Solomon Schiff told medical men and 
sociologists that today's "youth cult" 
goes against Biblical examples. 

"Perhaps Abraham was trying to 
teach us that fathers and sons cannot 
be buddies, that youth needs to look at 
elders as their teachers and mentors," 
said the director of chaplaincy services 
for the Greater Miami Jewish Federa
tion. "Abraham was saying in effect that 
there is a constructive purpose being 
served in the 'generation gap .'" 

The "buddy" approach not only "de
prives our children of the image of 
parents that are older and more mature 
than they are and from whom they 
should 'learn,'" it also "conditions them 
to believe that young is to be admired 
and copied to the point where we 
subvert the fac t that we are older and 
getting older," he said. 

"We thus contribute yet another re
inforcement to our cultural philosophy 
which says that aging and old age is to 
be avoided, averted and subverted," the 
rabbi added. 

On the other hand, he said, "Abraham 
distinctly wanted to teach his son that 
old age is to be affirmed and respected." 
Such an attitude is vital in south Florida, 
Rabbi Schiff said, noting that nearly 50 
per cent of the population of Miami 
Beach are aged 65 and over, according 
to a 1970 study. Of 87,000 residents, the 
city had 18,708 men and 23,725 women 
who were 65 or older, while only 4,100 
were 18 or younger. 

The fact that Florida ranks among the 
lowest states in Medicaid, 48th in state 
aid to the indigent, and otherwise has 
"one of the poorest levels of care" makes 
it imperative that here be a change of 

attitude, he said, "It is time we realize 
that gray is beautiful." 

Wi th 10 per cent of the nation's popu
lation over the age of 65-12,000 of them 
over 100; with more people over the age 
of 75 than under the age of five, and 
with more than 65 per cent of the aged 
having incomes far below the poverty 
level- less than $2,200 a year-the need 
to be concerned for the elderly is great, 
he said. 

(RNS) 

BRITISH METHODIST ABHORS 
IGNORANCE OF THE COSPEL 

British Methodists hllve a "ghastly 
illiteracy" and ignorance of the Gospel, 
the Rev. Donald R. Lee, Conference 
pres ident, told the London branch of the 
Methodist Laymen's Missionary Move
ment. 

He also called for a new witness, a 
new sense of purpose in British Meth
odism and the missionary movement for 
the last quarter of this century. 

Prayer and faith, rather than finance, 
he said, constitute the heart of the mis
sionary movement, and prayer could 
bring renewed life to local congregations 
and fellowships. ( RNS ) 

Devotional living is not 
just for Sunday ... it 

is for every day of the 
week! 

The Upper Room daily 
devotional guide can 

help you start devotional 
living Sunday through Sunday. 
Pick up the current issue from 
your church or write for a free 
sample copy. Dept. S0-21 

The Upper Room 
1908 Grand Avenue 

Nashville, Tenn . 37203 
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Now·Ready! From NEW WORLD SOUND 
\n invaluable discussion starter for groups studying 

WOMEN: Over Half the Earth's People 
The THIRD WORLD WOMEN Cassette 

Vith cassette correspondent Beve rl y Chain (shown interviewin g Shireen Subramanya) 

1sks: How has cu lture affected the ro le o f women? 
1re " village" women in India mu ch like " vi ll age" women in the U.S.A.? 
las religion been an impediment to the development of women? 
Vhat is the role of the mass media in the oppression of women ? 
nd many other important issues 

iterviews with women of Africa, Asia, the Middle East, Latin America 
nd Blacks and Hi spanic women in the U.S.A. 

'!eludes a statement by an Au stralian abo ri gine; a special Prayer for 
Vomen ; men's reactions 

)rder your cassette today 

Service Center 
7820 Reading Road 
Ci ncinnati , Ohio 45237 

Also, fo r groups studying Justi ce , l ibera
tion and Development. Be sure to o rder 
LAT IN AM ERI CA- JUSTICE, LIBE RATIO N 
/\ND DEVELOPMENT 

__ IND IA (cassette # 1) Each casse tte $3 .50 
__ FA ITH AND JU STICE (#2) 
--LATI N AMERICA-JUSTICE, LIBERA-

TI ON AND D EVELOPMENT (# 3) 
__ THIRD WORLD WOMEN (#4) 

: ___A lso ava il abl e: a subscripti o n at re-
l duced rate fo r New World Outlook 
1 subsc ribers of fo ur cassettes for $10.00 

(non-subscr ibers, $12.00) 

0 Start subscrip-
tion w i th #4 

0 Start subscrip-
tion with # 3 

0 Send all fo ur 
whi ch are now 
ready 

___ Amou nt enclosed ____ Bi ll me late r 

I NAME 
1 Address 
: City State Zip code 1 

------------------------------------~ 
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