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MISSION MENO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

December, 1973 

Women's Division. The Women's Division of the UM Board of Global Ministries 
has received over three hundred letters and petititions in recent weeks, all but 
about five of them objecting to the division's action at its New Orleans meeting 
calling for the House of Representatives to begin impeachment procedings against 
President Nixon. Writing in response to the letters, Ms. Peggy Billings has said 
that the opinions of members "are important to us" and that they are "part of an 
inclusive fellowship of Christians who hold each other in love and mutual respect, 
even when we disagree." She also attempted to clarify a point frequently mis
understood: the Women's Division does not speak for its 1, 500, 000 members. 
"As the national policy-making body of United Methodist Women, the Women's 
Division may speak to its members, but never tries to speak for them." The 
division had no part in a similar resolution by the Board of Church and Society. 

Indochina. The World Council of Churches' Fund for Reconciliation and Recon
struction in Indochina has approved projects totalling more than $3 million. Meet
ing in Sri Lanka (Ceylon) in November, the fifteen members of the fund, ten of 
whom are from Asia, voted to provide up to $2 million for the construction and 
equipment of a 500-bed hospital in Haidung, North Vietnam and $1 million for 
medical equipment to produce pharmaceuticals and for power rice tillers in areas 
of South Vietnam controlled by the PRG (or Vietcong) where the water buffalo have 
been destroyed. The fund granted $125, 000 to the Minh Due University Medical 
School in South Vietnam to supply medical teams to rural areas (there is one 
doctor for 200, 000 persons in South Vietnam). A fourth grant of $50, 000 is for 
rural school construction in Laos. The fund, which has only $3 million in pledges 
to date on its goal of $5 million, will make more allocations to non-Communist 
South Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia before its final meeting in May in Vientiane, 
Laos. The United Methodist Committee on Relief has spent more than $3 million 
in Indochina in the past five years and is the largest single donor to the fund. The 
Fund is also sponsoring a highly unusual forum of 60 key South Vietnamese religious 
leaders in January to discuss reconciliation. 



Rhodes ia. Bishop Abel T. Muzorewa, episcopal leader of the United 
Methodist Church in Rhodesia and president of the African National 
Council, has been awarded the United Nations General Assembly's 
Human Rights prize, but it is not likely he will be able to attend the 
ceremony at the UN to receive it. An attempt to have the bishop's 
passport and travel papers returned to him was recently denied. The 
General Assembly president, Leopoldo Benites of Ecuador, said, 
"Bishop Muzorewa, with complete self-abnegation and in extremely 
difficult circumstances is working to defend human rights in Southern 
Rhodesia." The bishop was recently visited in Rhodesia by the NWO 
managing editor, who found him still working at a fifteen-hour-a-day 
pace despite the continuance of his ulcer problems. "My life is one of 
bannings," he said, "I am banned from leaving the country or visiting 
three fourths of my churches by my government, and I am banned from 
eating sadsa by my doctor." 

Philippines. A well-known educator and United Methodist layman, Dr. 
Nemesio Prudente, who had been in hiding in the Philippines since martial 
law was declared in October, 1972, has been arrested. He is the former 
president of the Philippines College of Commerce, a post to which he was 
appointed in 1962 by President Marcos, a former personal friend. At the 
time of student disturbances in 1971 Prudente was a mediator between the 
students and government, but in August of that year he was arrested and 
detained for 85 days, part of the time in solitary confinement. Mrs. 
Prudente and two of their three children fled their homeland after martial 
law was declared last year; she is now executive secretary in the Division 
of Ecumenical and Interreligious Concerns of the UM Board of Global Min
istries. Dr. Prudente wrote the article, "Is Democracy Dead in the 
Philippines?" in the May issue of this magazine. 

Korea. Kim Dae Jung, leader of the opposition to Korean president Park 
Chung-Hee, is being denied any public voice inside Korea even though the 
police cordon was removed from his home in late October after 71 days of 
house arrest. Kim, who made world-wide news last August when he was 
mysteriously kidnapped from a Tokyo hotel and was saved by international 
protest, told New World Outlook on November 15 that Jesus answered his 
prayers and stood at his side when he was being spirited to Seoul by boat. 
"I always had the conception in my mind that Christ walks with us, espe
cially in times of trouble," he said. "But I didn't really know this reality, 
nor the power of prayer, until I was bound, gagged and blindfolded. When 
I was about to be thrown overboard, I prayed fervently and I felt Jesus at 
my shoulder, giving me new life." Kim expressed strong disappointment 
with the November 2 agreement between the governments of Japan and South 
Korea to cover up details of the kidnapping, and he vowed that social justice, 
including better income distribution, would be established in Korea. 



South Africa. Other news of Christians in trouble with their governments comes 
from the land of apartheid where three top staff members of the Christian Institute 
are on trial for refusing to turn over documents and books to the government's 
Schlebusch Commission. The Rev. C. F. Beyers Naude, institute director, the 
Rev. Brian Brown, administrative director, and the Rev. Theo Kotze have said 
the Commission's mandates are a denial of democratic process and judicial pro
cedure and see the Commission as an attempt to throttle the work of the anti
apartheid organization. On November 6 the Archbishop of Canterbury voiced a 
personal tribute to Dr. Naude, terming him a Christian of great integrity, devoted 
to peaceful and non-violent change. Before his arrest the Rev. Brian Brown told 
NWO managing editor Charles Brewster that the Commission is one more sign that 
the country is moving into an "authoritarian or totalitarian state pretty rapidly. " 
The government, he said, is on the horns of a dilemma. On the one hand these 
trials are bad publicity abroad, but on the other there is pressure to move against 
the Institute by "the hard right wing" from whom the government solicits support. 
Despite increasing polarization in South Africa, Brown said the Christian Institute 
is still committed to the concept of reconciliation. 

Food. Christmas is a good time to remember that a lot of hungry people in the 
United States need something more than a Christmas basket left at the door. The 
National Division of the UM Board of Global Ministries has granted $15, 000 to an 
organization called the Food Research and Action Center (FRAC) which is working 
full time in the fight against hunger. FRAC attempts, sometimes through litigation, 
to implement U.S. Department of Agriculture programs and also to inform poor 
people and community leaders about school breakfast and lunch programs. They 
recently won a U.S. Court of Appeals decision challenging the Agriculture Depart
ment to provide food stamps retroactively to people who lost them due to administra
tive errors or computer breakdowns. In another action, FRAC asked a federal judge 
to hold the Agriculture Department in comtempt of court for not starting a special 
$40 million supplemental food program for impoverished pregnant women and young 
children. FRAC estimates they have released nearly $300 million worth of food 
resources to needy people. Says Dr. Paul Stauffer of the National Division: "they 
have gotten significant results for the small amount of money invested." 

Community Centers. Forty-one United Methodist community centers and young 
women's residences were represented at a two-day workshop sponsored by the 
National Division recently at which 85 directors and presidents of the institution's 
boards supported a U.S. Senate bill which would broaden income eligibility limits 
for persons receiving federal child care assistance. The Rev. Norman W. Klump 
told the workshop that church-related community centers and residences have an 
opportunity to acquaint people with their rights and help them organize "so that they 
find each other in the context of a functioning community." 



Meetings. Thirty-three United Methodist churchmen and corporation 
executives discussed and debated Christian social responsibility in 
southern Africa at a mid-November meeting in New York. The group 
agreed that apartheid as a political system is immoral but disagreed on 
ways of opposing it. Businessmen generally felt they could do more good 
by staying in southern Africa than by leaving and they had reservations 
about the violence of liberation groups ... A special Moderator's Conference 
of about fifty persons in early December at Stony Point, New York, will 
bring together some staff members of national agencies and persons associ
ated with the Presbyterian Lay Committee and Presbyterians United for 
Biblical Concerns, two conservative evangelical groups which have had 
differences with some national policies .•. In mid-December a National Con
vocation on the Black Church will be held in Atlanta which will discuss, 
among other things, black worship, the implications of the "middle class 
mentality" of United Methodism for the task of black evangelism, and ways 
to "enable, strengthen, and radicalize the local black United Methodist Church 
so that it may minister to the black community." 

Presbyterians. More women, but slightly fewer black students, are en
rolled this year in United Presbyterian theological seminaries ... The 1974 
national budget of the UPC is $7 million below the amount budgeted in 1973. 
The cut in the Program Agency budget will not mean bringing home fraternal 
workers from overseas, although 20 to 30 persons may leave foreign fields 
next year because of retirement, completion of projects or changing needs. 

Shortages. On top of everything else there is now a shortage of candles. A 
firm which supplies candles to churches in a 10-state area of the mid-West 
says that the shortage of crude oil is also cutting the output of paraffin, a 
hydrocarbon by-product of oil refining. They are also having trouble obtain
ing the natural product of beeswax. So instead of lighting a candle, you may 
have to curse the darkness. 

De-lighted. In New Orleans, a Roman Catholic priest saw the energy crisis 
helping to fulfill every pastor's dream. Father Jerome Mire, pastor of St. 
Maurice church, took President Nixon's energy crisis speech to heart. "! 
went into the church one day and turned on all the lights," he said. "Then I 
started eliminating one by one those that weren't necessary. Eventually, I 
had turned off 100 bulbs, without really affecting the over-all effect of lighting. 
Every priest, wants his congregation to sit to the front of the church, and 
this I:ias been one of the positive responses from turning off the lights." 
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The Bright Side 
Almost everyone this Christmas ex

cept the fuel companies and the airlines, 
with their record profits, will find them
selves paying for the inconvenience and 
higher prices of the fuel crisis, but as 
usual some will find themselves paying 
more than others. The ban on Sunday 
sales of gasoline will hit church trea
surers and ski lift operators just about 
equally- parishioners of both have been 
handed a golden excuse to stay at home. 
People who run businesses dependent 
on long distance travellers, such as turn
pike restaurants, will also be hit. College 
students travelling "home for the holi
days" will have a poor choice of al
ternatives between hitchhiking on empty 
highways or spending endless hours in 
packed airline terminals on "standby." 
The poor in the cities' ghettoes will have 
a colder winter than usual. However, as 
in the meat boycott last spring, some 
may find themselves "employed" teach
ing middle class persons how to get 
along with less. It is an interesting time 
in American life. 

There has to be a bright side to all 
these troubles. The President has 
banned all outdoor Christmas lights, 
even those used to decorate houses, so 
this should cut down on the garish dis
plays in your neighborhood and the 
senseless competition (some places have 
even had prizes for that sort of thing) 
those displays have engendered. With
out those lights on city streets it is just 
possible some people may get the idea 
that the Christmas season begins on 
Christmas eve and goes to Epiphany in
stead o~ beginning on the day after 
Thanksgiving and going to January 1st 
(or whenever the tree dies). If people 
buy fewer indoor Christmas lights there 
will be fewer fires. And there will be 
imagination used in decorating the trees. 

There will be other benefits of the 
fuel crisis. With reduced speeds and 
fewer cars on the road there should be 
less air pollution and fewer highway 
deaths. As the President has pointed 
out, people will be spending more time 
with their families , which may or may 

not lead to fewer divorces. We will all 
be forced to make choices as to how 
much we really need such "essential" 
items as electric toothbrushes, hair 
dryers, garbage compactors, and electric 
can openers. Some industries will defi
nitely prosper, such as the makers of 
sweaters and long johns. Architects will 
be encouraged to plan more economical 
and energy efficient designs, instead of 
such monstrosities as New York's World 
Trade Center, which uses the energy 
daily of a city of 100,000 people. More 
cities will be encouraged to have re
cycling headquarters in town. With less 
overheating in homes and businesses 
there should be fewer colds and flu. 
And with gas stations closed on Sundays 
people may even find themselves jogging 
for reasons other than health, though 
former drivers will still find it hard to 
agree with Thoreau that "the swiftest 
traveler is he that goes afoot." Hope
fully, the highway-automobile-oil lobby 
in Congress will be less effective and 
there will be more money for mass 
transit purposes. 

A few years ago in the study course 
in the churches called "New Machines 
and New Humanity" the point was made 
that there is a limit to the earth's re
sources, that there is something wrong 
in six percent of the earth's people using 
some fifty percent of its natural re
sources, and that we had to recover the 
concept of the stewardship of God's crea
tion. After all, if the U.S. continues to 
use fifteen million barrels of petroleum 
a day the supply will be used up before 
most people in the world could afford 
an automobile. Since it is impossible for 
the earth to support a living standard 
for everyone at the level of America's it 
seems that the only choice is for America 
to learn to do with less. At the time of 
the study that prospect seemed rather 
unlikely. But now the period of belt 
tightening has begun , helped in part 
by the fact that although "the earth is 
the Lord's" a good part of what is under 
it is the Arabs' who have a disagreement 
with us. 

Perhaps, in the long run the brightest 

aspect of the current crisis is the poten
tial it has for uniting the world in con
centrated efforts of conservation and 
stewardship. If not, it may become, as 
a current best selling book has it, the 
"late great planet earth." 

Joy to the World 
Christmas is known as a time for 

thinking of others, which happens to be 
not a bad start for a definition of mis
sion. It has become a truism but it is still 
worth repeating that the Church exists 
for others and that the sure sign of its 
stagnation is when it turns in upon itself 
wrapped up in its own concerns. The 
word "mission" comes from the Latin , 
misseo, "to send," and there is no better 
time for calling the Church to this task 
than the time of year which recalls God's 
own sending of his Son into the world, 
not to condemn it but to save it. 

But the word "mission" has come in 
for some critical examination in recent 
years and motivations for mission have 
often b en suspect. In many quarters 
there is not the certainty of the content 
of the faith to be communicated as there 
was in other times. 

Despite this uncertainty and the diffi
culty of finding suitable roles for Ameri
can and other Westerners in third world 
countries, there is a real basis for joy in 
the fact that so ma.ny of the overseas 
churches are confident of their mission 
and experiencing growth in commit
ment and service. As reports by the man
aging editor from Africa beginning in 
this issue "vill show, there is a vitality 
and sense of mission in African churches 
that is astounding, especially consider
ing the impoverished circumstances of 
the members. More and more these 
churches are reaching out in their com
munities in effective witness to the Gos
pel. They are in mission. They are fully 
identified with the people, as their 
packed sanctuaries on Sunday morning 
show. This is not the time for American 
Christians to be less concerned about 
them, but to support them all the more. 
Joy to the world. 





N A SEQUEL to the Chri stmas 
story the Gospel According to 
Matthew (2 :14, 15) tells us : " So 
Joseph got up, took the child and 
his mother, and left during the 

night for Egypt, where he stayed 
until Herod died" (Today's Engli sh 
Version) . Egyptian Christians are 
proud that the baby Jesus and his 
mother and Joseph found refuge in 
Egypt, and many legends have de
veloped about the stay of the Holy 
Family there. According to the apoc
ryphal First Gospel of the Infancy 
of Jesus Chri st, the Holy Family came 
through Matariyah, the ancient 
Heliopolis, northeast o f modern 
Cairo. When Jesus and his family 
came into Egypt, the pagan idols are 
said to have fallen and broken. Thi s 
may not literally have happened, but 
it is true that faith in Chri st eventu
ally supplanted the old pagan idol
atry of Egypt. Now all that remains 
above ground of Heliopolis and its 
once great temples is an obelisk, a 
monolithic granite pillar si xty-s ix feet 
high coming to a pyramidal poin t on 
top. Since this obeli sk dates from the 
twentieth century B.C., the Holy 
Family may have seen it. 

In Heliopolis the Holy Family are 
said to have rested under a syca more 
tree, and thi s tree is popularly identi
fied with an old sycamore tree, now 
dead, called the Virgin 's Tree. Vil
lage women who want children tie 
rags to the tree as memorials of their 
prayers. A man told me that once 
they started to saw the holy tree 
down, but sap like blood came out 
of the tree, and the carpenter's arm 
became stiff so that he could not 
saw. I have often vi sited the tree, 
and people have pointed out a stone 

John A. Thompson was born in Egypt 
of miss ionary paren ts and served there 
himself for twen ty yea rs, teaching at the 
Eva ngel ica l (Presbyter ian) Sem inary in 
Cairo . He is now a resea rch consultan t 
w ith the translations department of the 
American Bib le Socie ty. 

John Alexander Thompson 

basin inscribed on the outside with 
ancien t Egyptian hieroglyphics and 
have said that Mary washed the baby 
Jesus in it. They also pointed to a 
well nearby from whi ch Jesus is said 
to have caused water to flow. Some 
of the local people think that a 
neighboring palm tree provided fruit 
for the Holy Family. Not far away is 
a Catholic church decorated with 
paintings o f the Holy Fami ly's visit 
to Egypt. In the garden of the church 
is a living sycamore tree, a daughter 
o f the trad itional Virgin 's Tree. With 
proper permission we planted a 
shoot from this living tree in our 
garden, which is only a couple of 
mil es away. 

Another old tradition says that the 
Holy Family stayed for a time in Old 
Cairo, south of the modern city. 
Such a stay is very poss ible, for there 
was a Jewish colony there long be
fo re the time of Christ. Christian 
tradition locates the spot where the 
Holy Family stayed in Old Cairo in 
what is now the underground crypt 
of the church o f Abu Sarjah (Saint 
Se rgius), one of the oldest churches 
in Egypt. The entrance to the church 
is a small door in a high wall along 
a dark, narrow alley. Alon g each side 
of the nave are six columns for the 
twelve apostles. These columns are 
o f white marble except the one for 
Judas whi ch is red granite. The beau
tiful sa nctuary screens are made of 
many pieces o f wood and ivory 
carved and inlaid . Steps go down 
under the choir to the crypt. At the 
eas t end o f the crypt is a niche in 
w hich the baby Jesus is supposed to 
have rested. Among the mementoes 
on sal e in the church are key chains 
w ith a medal illustrating the flight of 
the Holy Family to Egypt. According 
to legend, the Holy Family also 
vi sited places south of Cairo . 

In the light o f the vi sit of the Holy 
Family to Egypt, it is not surpri sing 
that Egyptian Christians count 
Chri stmas a major feas t. As in other 

Eastern chu rches, however, Chris t
mas is second in importance to 
Easter. 

Egyptian Christians, both Coptic 
Orthodox and Protestant, observe 
Christmas on January 7th . Th is day 
in the Gregorian calendar, which 
Westerners foll ow, is December 25th 
in the Julian calendar, whi ch was re
tained by many Easte rn churches 
w hen the Gregorian calendar was in
troduced in the W est by Pope 
Gregory XIII in 1582. 

Among the Coptic Orthodox, w ho 
number about ninety per cent of the 
Egyptian Christians, the feast o f 
Chri stmas is preceded by fo rty-three 
days o f fast ing, during w hich they 
are not supposed to eat meat. Christ
mas Eve (J anuary 6th in the Gre
gorian calendar) is ce lebrated by a 
night servi ce whi ch las ts unti l after 
midnight. Then the peop le go home 
to break thei r fast by a feast of 
stewed meat in to w hich they dip 
dried bread. Special round feast 
ca kes, tasti ng something like dough
nuts and covered with powdered 
sugar, are ea ten on this day and at 
Easter. O n Christmas day parents 
and grandparents give gif ts to thei r 
chi ldren and grandchild ren, often in
cluding pictures of Jesus or of the 
Holy Family. O ffe rings of money o r 
food are given to the poor. If pos
sible, peop le wea r new clothes. The 
boys ce leb rate the day with cherry 
bombs, though these have been out
lawed in most cities. The men go 
ca lling on fr iends and relatives, 
whose men-fo lk are supposed to re
turn the call the sa me day. To friends 
in other towns peop le send visiti ng 
ca rds on which they w rite in A rabic 
' id sa ' id , " happy feast. " The full 
Arabi c name of Christmas is ' id a/
mi/ad al-m ajid, " the feast of the 
glorious birth ." Only a few peo
pl e under Western in fluence send 
Christmas ca rds w ith pi ctures. 

Some Pro tes tants, l ike the Coptic 
Orthodox, have a Ch ri stmas Eve ser-
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"In the light of the visit 
of the Holy Family to Egypt, 
it is not surprising that 
Egy ptian Christians count Christmas a major feast." 

vice, though they do not observe the 
long pre-Christmas fas t of the Or
thodox. In some Protestant city 
ch urches plays, pageants, and Christ
mas mu sic by choirs are presented. 
The Egyptians make excell ent actors 
and enter into their parts with much 
fee ling. In Protestant schools Christ
mas plays are presented, and Muslim 
st udents sometimes participate . It 
shou ld be remembered that Muslims 
regard Jes us Chri st, called by the 
Muslims ' Isa al-Masih, as a very great 
prophet, the son of the Virgin Mary. 

• On the Sunday before Christmas the 
Protestant pastors preach a Chri st
mas sermon. For many years the 
Ch ri stmas sermon of the Rev. Ibra
him Said, pastor of the largest Pres
byterian church in Ca iro , was 
p rinted in al-Ahram (The Pyramids), 
the leading Arabic newspaper. Prot
estant chu rches, like the Coptic O r
thodox, give gifts to the poor at 
Christmas time. Professo r Najib 
Ibrahim, w ho teaches music at Assiut 
Co ll ege in Upper Egypt, has com
posed many Christmas songs, and he 
introduced the practice of caroling 
by young people, not Christmas 
night, but ea rl y Christmas morning. 
Some Protestants send friends Scrip
ture verses relating to Christmas. 

An America n in Egypt at Christmas 
time would note the lack of empha
sis on Santa Claus. Only in the big 
citi es some of the department sto res 
have pictures of Sa nta Cl aus, ca lled 
in A rabic Baba Noel (Papa Noel) 
from French influence. The Christ
mas tree is almost non-existent in 
Egypt ; for one th ing there are very 
few fir trees in Egypt. Manger scenes 
w ith statu es are l imited to the Cath-

olics, who are a small minority of 
the Egyptian Christians. 

I asked some Egyptian_ Christians 
w ho have been studying in Amer
ica their impressions of American 
Christmas. A young Egyptian 
preacher noted that there was more 
emphasis on Christmas in America 
than in Egypt, and he thought that 
thi s emphasis on Christmas gave an 
evangelistic opportunity to convey 
the meaning o f Christ 's coming as 
Savior to those without faith . Two 
o ther Egyptians, laymen, thought 
that Christmas in America was so 
commercialized that the religious 
signi ficance was obscured. 

Th e fo llowing special prayer for 
Christmas is translated from the 
Coptic prayer book, called in Coptic 
Euchologion and in Arabic al
Khulaji: " O sovereign Lord, our God, 
the Creator, the Invisible, the Infi
nite, the Unchangeable, the Immea
surable, thou hast sent thy true li ght, 
thy only Son Jesus the Christ, the 
ete rnal Word , who forever exists in 
thy fatherly bosom. He came into 
the undefi led womb of the Virgin . 
She bore him w hen she was a virgin , 
and her virgi nity was preserved. The 
angels praise him, and the heavenly 
hosts si ng to him sayi ng: 'Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord of hosts, heaven and earth 
are full of thy holy glory.' Though 
we are weak and si nful, make us 
wo rthy to join with them good Lord, 
who dost love mankind, so that with 
a pu re hea rt we may praise thee with 
him and with the Holy Spirit, the 
Holy Trinity, all of the sa me sub
stance. We raise our eyes to thee, 
0 Holy Father w ho art in heaven." 

• 



Describing a Sea Island Tie Q uilt 
to ?nyone bo rn " outsi de" is no easy 
ass ignment. W e could say a Sea Is
land Ti e Qu ilt is more art than craft · 
more crea tion th an copy; more com ~ 
fo rt than quil t. A fli er pu t out by 
Rural M iss ion, Inc. , ca ll s i t " Today's 
deli ghtful legacy of a skil l that's 
been passed down at mother's knee 
fro m generation to generation- a 
functional art fo rm w hich combines 
o riginal patchwork tops with ' tied ' 
lin ing and back ing. No patterns are 
used . No two quilts are alike." 

The pl ace of o rigin is an area in 
w hich The United M ethodist Church 
has long been interes ted and has 
supported in many ways-th e five 
Sea Islands of Charl eston Coun ty, 
South Caro lina. 
. Geograph ica lly, th e land in ques

ti on fea tures m i les and mi les of 
meanderin g sa lt ri ve rs, creeks, 
ri vulets, tri buta ri es and estuari es 
w hich fo rm and decorate the five 
large " sea" is land s, th at is to say 
arable lands j ust beyond the sandy 
" barri er" islands w hich li e directl y 
on the A tl anti c Ocean. O ne of these 
John 's Island, is reputed loca ll y t~ 
be the second largest island on the 
Eas tern Seaboard, nex t in size to 
Long Island, New Yo rk. (M easure
ments aren' t quoted as the matte r is 
never contested.) The others are: 
James Island, Yonges Island, Wad
malaw Island, and Edi sto Island. 
Here, over th e yea rs, the soi I has 
pr~ved ri c ~ and fe rtil e, supplying a 
va ri ety of vital crops throughout thi s 
country's hi sto ry : ri ce, indigo and 
co tton ea rl y on; tomatoes and 
beans and some cabbage, cucum
bers and greens today. 

Sceni cally, i t's a land of enchant
ment, a gentle meld of open fie lds 
and w ide expanses of tall marsh 
grass, o f roads that wi nd between 
avenues of ancient oa ks, and of 
cl umps of oaks and singing pines, 
and an occasional chattering pa l
me~to tree. The added ingredient 
w hich lends specia l mys tery and 
charm to the w ho le scene is some
thing ca ll ed Spanish moss, a mem-

Ma rybelle Howe is a member of Rural 
Missions, Inc. 

ber of the pineapple fa mil y, w hich 
lives on mo ist air and loops itse lf 
li ke an endless fancy boa of gray
green feathers over everythi ng and 
anything that wi ll pe rm it a gentle 
swayi ng in the wi nd . (Both moss and 
quil ts must have come to the South
ern Un ited States in days gone by 
from the West Indies.) As of now, 
island air is fresh and unpo llu ted 
and every little breeze brin gs greet
ings fro m the briney deep. 

Histo ri ca lly the sto ry of the Sea 
Island tie quilts is d irectly l inked to 
the interesting Bl ack cul tu re that 
~ urvi~ed through almost a century of 
1so lat1on fo llowing the Civi l War . 
Here's how W illiam Saunders, one 
of today's outstand ing Black leaders 
remini sces about his boyhood o~ 
John's Island : 

" ... I remember the fa l I of the 
yea r as a beau tiful t ime w hen I 
was growing up on John's Island . 

" Fo r one thing, it was w hen my 
mother and her fr iends got to 
gether to make quil ts . First, we'd 
clea r out al l the fu rn iture from 
one room and then the neighbors 
would gather and stay all day
maybe com ing back tomorrow 
and they'd spread the tops and 
the linings and the " stuffi ng" on 
the floo r and everyone would 
help tie. Heavy! Some of those 
quilts would buckle your knees 
w hen you had to ca rry them . They 

were not made for show; they 
we re made to keep us warm, 
which is the way it always has 
been with African art. Art had to 
have some practica l function, it 
wasn' t just decorat ion. You could 
say qui l t mak ing was part of the 
art of survival. 

" O ne of the great things about 
it was that a qui lt ty ing session 
was gossip time. The quilters 
would work and gossip about 
w ho was goi ng with who, and 
who was going to have a baby
everybody's busi ness and no
body's busi ness. They'd jam a 
yea r's worth of gossi p in to a few 
days. 

" W hat did they use fo r the 
patchwork tops? Well, anythi ng 
they could fi nd. Mostly they'd 
save the good pa rts of worn 
clothes. Then flo ur sacks and feed 
bags would be used too . The 
printing on the bag wou ld be pa rt 
of the design . .. . " · 

Beyond a captivating facade of 
scenery and hi story, however, life 
in 1973 is a consta nt scramb le for 
most of the island res idents, many 
of whom remember " rowboat" 
t imes when contact with the main
land was controlled by the time of 
the tides and the energy of the 
oa rsmen. W hile this situation has 
changed dra matical ly si nce the 
build ing of a series of bridges and 
roads back in the 30's and there
afte r, when land travel began to 
lin k the is lands to the outs ide wor ld 
and to each othe r, the effects of a 
nea r century of iso!ation are not 
easi ly shaken off. 

Today's statistics supply the hard, 
sad facts . The five Sea Islands have 
an aggregate population of 44,360 
peop le, fifty percent of whom have 
incomes below the poverty level. 
W hen these figures are adjusted to 
di savow that pa rt of James Island 
nea res t the city of Charl eston w hich 
is an upper middle-class suburb 
seventy- two percent of the peopl~ 
can be class ified as poor. Most of 
them are also black, unemployed or 
underemployed, and live in sub
standard houses. The economi c 
crunch gets worse year ly as the com-
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Bishop Edward l. Tullis summed up his visit to the area : 
" I never saw human need so great as it is on the Sea 

Islands ... and never have I seen the church working more 
effectively ... to meet that need." Far right, the 

Rev. Willis T. Goodwin, Rural Missions, conceived the 
idea of the quilting club for economic development. 

petition from big farms squeezes the 
sma ll fa rmer out of the market. 

Edward L. Tulli s, United Method
ist Bishop of South Carolina, 
summed it up this way after a visit 
to the area in June: " I neve r saw 
human need so great as it is on the 
Sea Islands." 

Th at' s the bad news of reality. But 
listen now as the good news of hope 
- today's gospe l, if you please-is 
glim psed in the last part of the 
Bishop's declaration : " ... and never 
have I seen the Church working 
more effectively and intelligently to 
meet that need." 

When Bishop Tullis refers to the 
Church in action on the Sea Islands, 
he's bound to begin with the begin
ner : Reverend Willis T. Goodwin, a 
native of Charleston, presently pas
tor of five United Methodist 
churches on the islands, also cur
rently chairman of the board as well 
as founder of Rural Missions, Inc. 
Thi s is an improbable, interdenom-
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inational , non-profit organization 
with an avowed aim to put together 
a workable team of island leaders 
and volunteers with expertise well
coached in the John Wesley tradi
tion : helping whoever they can , 
whenever they can, wherever they 
can, by whatever means they 
stumble upon. Somehow, so far, 
thanks to a lot of inside work and 
outside financing, the Rural Mission 
idea is working through a variety of 
programs and projects. 

It was Mr. Goodwin who con
ceived the idea of the quilting club. 
As a possibility for economic devel
opment, the John's Island Quilting 
Club meets all criteria of need . Most 
members are Black senior citizens, 
otherwise dependent on Social Se
curity for support. As a business 
venture, the John's Island Quilting 
Club could be described as a co
operative effort entered into jointly 
and collectively by a dozen hitherto 
unemployed women with little or no 
previous work experience, using 
their untrained skills to produce an 
unknown product in an inaccessible 
location . Who'd believe it has stayed 
afloat for going-on five years now? 

It was young Nancy Hershey who 
got the project going and kept it 
going throughout her two years of 
service as a community worker from 
the Board of Missions of the Eastern 
Mennonite Church . Her successor, 
Laverne Krider, continued the good 

work during her tenure. Since La
verne's return home to Pennsylvania, 
four women from the board of 
Rural Mission, Inc., are trying to 
keep on . They are Sara Mary Bran
ham and Marybelle Howe of Church 
Women United, Heather Peacock of 
the Lutheran Women and Mary 
Belle Wickes of the Protestant 
Women of the Chapel , U. S. Naval 
Base, Charleston . 

As " Sewing Consultant" Sara 
Mary is on the job early every 
Wednesday morning when the 
quilters are gathered and delivered 
by the Rural Mission minibus to the 
Esau Jenkins Opportunity Center 
(under contract for purchase as an 
Advance Special of the United 
Methodist Church). It's a day for 
work and fellowship and Sara Mary 
is there with materials for lining and 
backing and thread and cash money 
to pay for last week's work and the 
patience and good humor to get 
this week's production line rolling. 
(Husband Burt is backup man in the 
background, being a whiz at fixing 
broken sewing machines.) The other 
volunteers serve as substitutes when 
called on and are currently assigned 
to the sa les department. 

The econom ics of this enterprise 
are simple. Qui lters receive $10.00 
for each quilt-top tied, the top itself 
having been made at home from do
nated scraps. Five dollars per quilt is 
shared among the tyers. This means 

that a regular attendant (and the 
flock is faithful) can add something 
like an average of $20.00 per month 
to her income. 

Labor costs of $15 .00 per quilt, 
plus at least $5.00 for materials, all 
proportionately higher for Queen 
and King sizes, dictate the price of 
the finished product and auto
matically disqualify it for the retail 
market where percentage mark-ups 
are mandatory. 

It is only fair to point out that a 
Sea Island Tie Quilt isn ' t for every
body. The perfectionist, the skilled 
needlewoman and the counter-of
stitches are advised to seek quilts 
from other climates and other cul
tures. Sea Island Quilts find their 
fans among the young and young in 
heart who appreciate their gay 
creativity. 

A second quilting club is crank
ing up on Yonge's Island under the 
guidance of Majory Kornegy, a 
Black Community Developer sup
ported by The United Methodist 
Church . Other community groups 
are in the wings. We can certainly 
use scraps for quilt tops and we' re 
thankful for al l contributions. ·But 
our success-yes, our survival-de
pends on sales. • 

Information about Sea Island Tie 
Quilts may be obtained by writing to 
Rural Missions, Inc. , Box 450-A, John's 
Island, South Carolina 29455 . 
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Color Chri tmas green and red
green for pines and ced ars and 
mila , red for Chr i tmas berries . 
dd a special hol ida ound effect 

- the ga pop-poppi ng of firecrack
ers. ketch in a happy face or two
and presto ! Th ere's yo ur Chris tm as 
ca rd w ith season's greeti ngs from the 
ea Islands of Charleston County, 

~ o uth Caroli na. 

CHRISTMAS PAST 

For those w ho enjoy a glimpse of 
da s gone by, Mrs. Mary LaRoche 
shares some memories of growi ng 
up in this remote rura l setting: 

" We had to be crea tive in our 
decorati ons as we d idn' t have 
o rnam en ts and th ings yo u could 
buy from a store. The mai n th ing 
we used to decorate the house 
was the Christmas berry (Cassena 
holly), w hich is so beautiful th is 
time of year wi th i ts sm all green 
leaves and lots and lo ts of bright 
red berries. We put Chris tmas 
berries all over everyw here. Then , 
w hen w e got big enough we 
would go into th e woods and cu t 
a litt le Chris tmas t ree-a pine or 
cedar, o r w hatever we could fi nd 
-and w e'd put i t in a pai l filled 
with di rt to make it stand up 
straight. The dirt was kept moist 
so the tree stayed fresh and green . 
The ornaments were th ings we'd 
made at school , mostl y from bits 
of bright crepe paper. 

" They used to say Santa Clau s 
couldn' t come to your house un
less you had a chimney. W ell , w e 
on the islands had no worry about 
that as our only heat w as the open 
fi re in the fireplaces (chimneys 
made of creek clay and oyster 
shel ls). We'd hang up a regular 
sock or stocki ng, noth ing specially 
made. I lost interest in Santa 
Claus kinda early though ' cause 

one Chri stmas there was no th ing 
in my stocking. 
" Somehow, no matter how hard 
the times, we always had fire
crackers. And we did love th em. 

" You as k about di ffe rent foods
yes, we always had something 
special, mos tl y pork and chi cken. 
Peop le w ho had pigs and chi ckens 
would kill them, and since there 
was no refrigerat ion, th ey w ould 
issue out the meat to the relatives 
and neighbo rs. You couldn' t keep 
it, so everyone shared . 

" Turkeys? Well , my aunt rai sed 
turkeys and she'd sometimes se ll 
one, but she didn' t kill them for 
herself. Th ey w ere more like pets. 
Turkeys are silly things, you know. 
They'd leave home every morn
ing, but couldn' t seem to find 
their way back in the evening. 
We children would have to find 
them and shoo th em home so they 
wouldn' t be kill ed and eaten by 
w ild ani ma ls during the night. 

" Being in the country, w e ate a 
lot of game-raccoons, rabbits, 
squirrels-but none of it was 
associ ated wi th a particular holi 
day. 

" Some of the older people made 
a very nice tea from the leaves of 
the Chri stmas berry tree .. . " 

CHRISTMAS PRESENT 

Lest the island children today 
" lose interest" in, and faith in the 
Christmas Season, Rural Mission, 
Inc. , has a special representative, 
Chairman Willi s T. Goodwin who, 
with his staff acts as a sort of sur
rogate Santa Claus-riding highway 
and sandy by-way, delivering toys 
and food and good cheer . . . . " And 
no matter how hard we work, we 
miss someone in need . Every Christ
mas day, somebody knocks at my 
door. One year I had f ive families 

come. W e always find something 
though." 

Th e Rev. Mr. Goodw in and hi s 
staff soli cit toys, clothes and food 
from churches, local stores and se r
vice agencies like the United Way 
and the Salvation Army. The Marines 
contribute, too. The task of decid 
ing, dividing and delivering is awe
some. 

One of the holiday highlights is 
a specia l sess ion to assemble whole 
bicycles from the great pile of pieces 
and parts of bikes that have been 
donated by the Charleston County 
Poli ce from their " unclaimed" 
stores. It' s a finders keepers matter 
as the boys and girls try to find the 
things that, put together, will be
come a bicycle. (Some older youth 
and a few adults are there to help as 
much as they can .) Almost all suc
ceed, but those w ho don' t are re
minded that better luck is possible 
next year. 

An island custom which draws 
music lovers from all over the United 
States and Canada is the all-night 
singing of old songs at the Moving 
Star Hall , beginning just before mid
night on Christmas Eve. 

Mindful of the many needs of hi s 
people, Mr. Goodwin has some 
unique Christmas gifts to suggest : 
" Maybe the cold migrant child 
would rather have a warm blanket 
than a toy. Maybe a kerosene heater 
or some wood should be listed as 
gift items. Or maybe a family needs 
a deeper well or an outdoor privy. 
If we' re to help these people, we 
have to work year round and not 
just through one season . I thank God 
for the beauty of our islands this 
Christmas season-I want all our 
peopl e to enjoy it-But the needs 
here are so great it' s going to take 
all of us working full time all the 
time to· begin to solve the prob
lems." • 

_ ........ 



by 
Elaine 

Magalis 

, AN FRANCISCO-the city built 
on seven hills, sparkling magi
cally in the clean, cool Pacific 

light-to the casual visitor on a 
spring day it seems set apart from 
other cities, blessed and perhaps a 
little unreal. The delighted tourist 
rides the cable car on its clanging 
up and down climb, savors dinner 
on Fisherman's Wharf while the fog 
rolls in, and sniffs the fragrance of 
French bread and flowers. Ask him 
about San Francisco slums, he will 
probably give you a puzzled stare. 

But even if the visitor never sees 
the tenements of the Fillmore Dis
trist, or strays south of Market Street, 
he will walk through Ch inatown 
where more than 40 percent of the 
people live on the poverty level and 
one person in every four lives in sub-

Ms. Maga/is, a frequent contributor, 
lived for many years in San Francisco . 

standard housing. In the heart of the 
city, alongside expensive restaurants 
and art galleries, welfare recipients 
mill restlessly in front of the YWCA. 
But they look like other people, of 
course, and what passing tourist 
would notice them-much less real
ize that 95 ,000 out of San Francisco's 
715,000-plus population receive 
food stamps? 

The " city on the bay" has its urban 
problems like any other urban cen
ter in the country. The population is 
a thriving, growing mix of people
Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Filipino, 
Pacific Islander, Mexican American , 
Puerto Rican, Colombian and other 
Latin American groups, American In
dian, Black, and Caucasians of every 
ethnic background, as well as old 
people, youth and " hippies", artists, 
homosexuals, and other special in
terest groups. The biggest problem 
is to draw them all together so that 

they can make common cause with 
each other. 

The churches too share the prob
lems of other urban churches. As 
white churchgoers move out of the 
city and into the suburbs, congrega
tions find themselves with shrinking 
memberships in over-large buildings 
surrounded by changed neighbor
hoods of people to whom they are ir
relevant and foreign . Some churches 
have coped successfully. They've be
come bicultural or even bilingual ; 
or their congregations have moved 
to make church resources and facili
ties available in vital community 
programs. Sometimes the old con
gregation is simply replaced-as in 
the celebrated case of Glide Memo
rial United Methodist where a 
motley mix of singles, old people, 
artists and Tenderloin residents 
(whose ways of life left many " re
spectable" church peop le aghast), 
gradually took over the church. 

Despite the city's large Roman 
Catholic population (primari ly Ital
ian and Spanish-speaking) , and the 
nearly 275 Protestant churches (i n
cluding storefronts), as well as a 
significant number of Orthodox · ad
herents and a relatively small but 
outspoken Jewish community, the 
liveliest religious phenomenon in 
San Francisco consists in numerous 
sects ranging from Hare Krishna and 
varieties of " Jesus freaks" to Black 
Muslims and cults influenced by 
Eastern philosophies. California has 
always been the spawning place of 
fads, and most of these movements 
have short lives. The large Oriental 
population has brought with it 
a continuing Buddhist influence 
though many of the Buddhist tem
ples are so Westernized they bear a 
startling resemblance to the Protes
tant church down the block. 

No one can accurately judge the 
influence of the city 's religious insti
tutions on the lives of their mem
bers, but for most their impact on 
the San Francisco community as a 
whole is not large. Orthodox 
churches tend to remain aloof from 
social problems, and the Catholic 
Archdiocese is conservative-espe
cially in a city of San Fra ncisco's 
liberal tenor. Some Catholic priests 
in Spanish-speaking parishes have 
been passionately concerned for the 
welfare of their communities, 
though as in the rest of the country 
most of them are not of Latin origin . 
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"No one can judge the influence of the city's religious institutions on the . 

The approximately 215 Protes
tant churches that comprise the 
membersh ip of the city's Council of 
Churches are as various as the city 
itself. As a Council they support day 
care, senior center and " meals on 
wheels" programs, a geriatric clinic 
and an extensive senior volunteer 
program. The head of the Council , 
the Rev. Jack Duffy, has been effec
tive along with other religious lead
ers, in getting the city to look at and 
begin to rethink its budget in a way 
that would both save money and 
bring greater financial resources to 
bear on a number of social prob
lems. 

Other individual churchmen are 
influential as, for example, Episco
palian leader Julian Bartlett who 
chairs the Human Rights Commis
sion, and the Rev. Hamilton Boswell , 
minister of Jones Memorial United 
Methodist Church , a black church 
and one of the largest churches in 
the city. Active with the Housing 
Commission , Boswell is also chap
lain to the police department and is 
famous for his political savvy. Never
theless, on the whole, the churches 
can wield only a small degree of 
power within their immediate neigh
borhoods. Some of them may man
age to do more than that on their 
own ; most do more only in concert 
with other community organ.izations . 

The Traditional Ministry 

On a cloudless Saturday after
noon, crowds of people swarmed in
to the colorful clutter of the annual 
money- raising carnival at Cameron 
House. A white elephant sa le filled 
the main room, and original plays 
were being presented in basement 
clubrooms. On the double-decker 
playground children-created-and
operated booths competed with ori
ginal dart, ball and bean bag games 
and home-made prizes. 
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Cameron House, sandwiched on a 
slope with the rich of Nob Hill above 
and the over-crowded jumble of 
Chinatown below, dates back to 
1874, one of the city's oldest church 
missions. It began as a tenter for 
rescuing young Chinese girls from 
the slave trade. Related to the Chi
nese Presbyterian Church around the 
corner, Cameron House is partly 
supported by United Presbyterian 
missions funding, but approximately 
half its financial resources come 
from Chinese organizations and in
dividuals. About 1000 persons, most 
of them youngsters, move through 
the House every month. Most are 
Chinese, but a large number are of 
other nationalities and races, includ
ing ten percent who are black. 

The problems the Cameron House 
program must deal with have been 
exacerbated in recent years by an 
influx of nearly 200 Chinese immi
grants a month into San Francisco. 
The Chinese population is expand
ing into other parts of the city, and 
much of the House's present-day 
constituency lives in districts other 
than Chinatown. Especially vital to 
many of the immigrants is a social 
work program and English and citi
zenship classes. But the most visible 
part of the work is with youth, espe
cially with youth clubs, summer 
camp, et. al. , where the emphasis is 
on leadership training. 

Not directly involved in commu
nity action programs, the Cameron 
program is nevertheless important 
because its al um nae and staff are 
among the Chinatown community's 
leadership. Staff member Harry Chuk 
helped organize and is chairman of 
the Coalition for Chinatown Better 
Housing which lobbied and demon
strated to get money for low and 
middle income housing. Buddy 
Choy, another staff member, orga
nized Chinese for Affirmative Action , 

a group struggling to open up jobs 
and professions to Chinese citizens. 
Sister Beverly, a Catholic nun now 
working with the staff, is the former 
chairwoman of Better Parks and 
Recreation for Chinatown. Cameron 
House people have also been in
volved in working for special classes 
in the public schools for Chinese stu
dents. 

But some alumnae of the 
Cameron House program are not 
enthusiastic about its current activi
ties. Dennis Loo, Associate Director 
of the Office of Ethnic Church Af
fairs (OECA) , Synod of the Golden 
Gate of the United Presbyterian 
Church, finds its ministry too tradi
tional and ineffective in dealing with 
contemporary problems in the Chi
nese community. 

As in any city, many or most 
churches are only involved in their 
own maintenance. For many others 
in San Francisco, relating to the day
to-day lives of their communities is 
a matter of providing space, facili
ties, and occasionally personnel for 
day care, Headstart, vocational train
ing, recreation, and senior citizens 
programs funded partially or wholly 
with government funds, or run in co
operation with local schools and col
leges. Others, like Jones Memorial 
United Methodist, have been in
volved in building low and middle 
income housing projects, or, like 
Geneva Avenue United Methodist, 
in work with the mentally retarded . 
Artists, who are a large part of San 
Francisco's population , have re
ceived the attention of churches like 
First Presbyterian-and been given a 
place to exhibit their talents. 

An outstanding example of a crea
tive and complex program is that of 
St. Mark's Lutheran Church . Not a 
large congregation, most of the 
members are unmarried and white, 
though there are a few families and 
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v 3 of their members, but their impact on San Francisco is not large." 

Young working women living at the United Methodist Gum Moon Residence shop in a Chinatown market. 



To the casual visitor, San 
Francisco seems "blessed 

and a little unreal." But the 
city and its churches share 

the problems of other urban 
areas, such as changing 

populations and poverty. 

a growing number of Blacks and 
some Orientals. St. Mark's provides 
space for a community college pro
gram, and with the help of com
munity resources operates a Senior 
Center with recreation, crafts and a 
lunch program. Four nights a week 
a hot meal is served in a federally 
subsidized program designed not 
only for the old and indigent, but 
as a means of bringing neighbor
hood apartment dwellers together. 
Operating out of St. Mark's " Urban 
Life Center" is Lutheran Care for the 
Aging which makes staff people 
available to the neighborhood to 
help with problems like housing or 
snags in social security payments. 
The congregation sponsored and 
operates moderate cost housing for 
older people at Martin Luther Tower 
with some 124 units. 

The congregation also works with 
neighborhood children-most . of 
them from a primarily black housing 
project two blocks away. Between 
35 and 40 members of the congrega-

tion participate in a tutoring pro
gram on Tuesday nights, and the 
church sent 25 kids to a church 
camp this past summer. A coffee 
house, the " Mustard Seed", has also 
been operated by the church for a 
number of years. 

Six years ago, according to the 
church's minister, the Sunday school 
was fast disappearing with only five 
or six children . Today, there are 40 
to 50 pupils. Instead of the usual 
graded classes, "family learning 
units" of six or seven youth and four 
ur five adults study together, go to 
church together and socialize at 
least once a month. 

St. Mark's also initiated the ecu
menical Neighborhood Church 
Council made up of several con
gregations-all of them historical 
mother churches of the West, in
cluding, for example, Old Presby
terian and First Unitarian. Currently, 
they are exploring new styles of 
apartment house ministry with St. 
Paulus Lutheran Church (Missouri 
Synod), and are beginning to get in
to vocational training. 

The Experimental Ministry 

The Sunday celebrations at San 
Francisco's most famous church, 
Glide Memorial United Methodist, 
are as well attended today as several 
years ago when they were more 
notorious-people jammed to
gether, shoulder-to-shoulder, more 
people sitting on the floor. Behind 
the swaying figures at the front
the brightly garbed preaching minis
ter Cecil Williams, Ed Peet, Minister 
to Older Citizens, tapping a cane on 
the floor, the rock band, people of 
all sizes, ages, colors-flash ima?es 
of Indians and farmworkers, Viet
namese orphans and protest march
ers. " We shall overcome" sings the 
congregation, " we are liberated." 
Perhaps half the gathering consists 
of out-of-towners who have come 
to see what the infamous Glide is 
all about, many of them with the 
intention of going back to their own 
churches and changing things. 

Ten years ago when Lewis Dur
ham came to Glide, it was just an
other city church and Glide Founda
tion was a small, church-related 
granting foundation with a ~usi_ness 
manager. Under Mr. Durhams direc
tion, the Glide Urban Center was 
born and in turn some of the most 
inno~ative and controversial church 
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programs in the country were 
spawned and supported. Even 
Glide's work with the elderly has 
been unusual , with medical and so
cial services combined with a pugna
cious political activism. 

Today Glide is in a quiescent state 
- for Glide. Several staff members 
have moved on, including Lewis 
Durham after ten years. One former 
staff member. Donald Kuhn , who 
stil l believes Glide is the most signi
ficant church in San Francisco, no 
longer views it as a " cutting edge" , 
but rather as a " holding operation , 
mostly a continuation of the same 
thing." 

Lloyd Wake, who has replaced 
Lewis Durham, reports that the em
phasis now is almost entirely on 
channeling Glide and other founda
tion monies to Third World projects. 
Funds have gone to programs rang
ing from a Chicano mobile theatre 
to the Council on Religion and the 
Homosexual to the expenses of two 
young Korean-Americans who trav
eled to North Korea to help forge 
new understandings that might aid 
Americans of Korean nationality in 
their appreciation of the process of 
reunification . " Once things hap
pened because of Glide" , says Mr. 
Wake. " Now they begin on their 
own, and Glide provides support 
and affirmation ." 

Perhaps Glide has already fulfil led 
one of its most important roles. As 
Mr. Wake puts it, " We kind of 
provided a clearing where other 
churches could operate." More 
bluntly, other churches in the city 
have had more freedom to act be
cause no matter what they did, it 
seemed mild and ca utious to their 
constituents compared to the out
landish happenings at Glide. 

Today many of the programs 
Glide staff started are self-supporting 
and autonomous. The Nationa l Sex 
Forum, for example, has spun off and 
is continuing to teach thousands of 
clergymen, medical students, sociol
ogists and even psychiatrists about 
the realities of sexuality and drugs. 
Intersection, a center for church 
people and artists, is thriving on its 
own ; Baker Place has expanded to 
three residences for young adults 
with emotional problems. Bethany 
Home for the Aged, SOS, a program 
for ex-convicts, and the Council on 
Religion and the Homosexual (CRH) 
are independent of Glide's direction 

Children at United Presbyterian-related 
Cameron House parade their ferocious lion. 
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"0th r churches have had more freedom to act because no matter w hat ' di 

though they receive some financial 
help. 

For the more controversial pro
grams like CRH, life is not easy. The 
Council began in 1964 when 29 peo
ple, nearly half of them church rep
re entatives and half representatives 
of homosexual organizations, spent a 
weekend together. Today, similar 
councils are operati ng in other cities. 
Despite the fact that the CRH in San 
Francisco has received moral and 
financial support from the United 
Church of Christ, the California 
Board of Social Concerns of the 
United Methodist Church, Glide, 

Below, the Rev. Lloyd Wake, minister 
at San Francisco's most famous church, 
Glide Memorial United Methodist, helps 
channel foundation funds to Third 
World projects. Bottom, the Rev. 
Charles Song, United Methodist, minis
ters to growing Korean community. A 
new non-geographical Korean Presby
terian Church is deeply involved in the 
problems of the immigrant. 

and the Episcopal Diocese of Cali
fornia , its so le staff member, Execu
tive Director Wi lli am Johnson (the 
first openly homosexual UCC 
churchman to be ordai ned), could 
claim a sa lary of only about $75 a 
month in the spring of 1973 . Only 
a few churches and church persons 
will openly dea l with the su bject, 
even after nearly a decade of the 
Council 's existence. 

Nonetheless, in a city w ith a large 
and voca l homosexual population, 
the CRH has accomplished a great 
deal in establishing good relations 
with the police, and through its sym
posia, pub I ications, and speakers, 
with broad sectors of the commu
nity. 

The Churches and Power 

" Woe to the legis lators of in
famo us laws", quoted John Decken
beck, director of the San Francisco 
Area Joint Strategy and Action Com
mittee (JSAC), and added, " The com
mand is to vis it the prisons .. . we 
take off from there and all the rest 
fo llows. " 

In San Francisco as in other cities, 
the churches are concerned to ef
fect social change in order to help 
to empower the powerless and make 
government and other institutions 
responsive to their very despe rate 
needs. But the churches have little 
social , economic or political clout 
in themselves. They can try to edu
cate their constituents on crucial is
sues that call for a Christian re
sponse. They can act as enablers 
making facilities, resources and 
money available to special interest, 
ethnic or other groups ; or they can 
act as mediators between hostile in
terest groups. In San Francisco they 
are more and more often joining to
gether in larger community coali
tions whose combined strength can 
make a difference. 

The San Francisco Conference on 
Religion, Race and Social Concerns, 
for examp le, is so under-financed 
that its one-woman staff, Rita Semel , 

has even stopped sending out an oc
cas ional newsletter-she can't afford 
it. Nevertheless, it's " the only inter
faith game in town" and the ener
getic Mrs. Semel has seen to it that 
the Conference is far more than just 
a paper organization . For instance, 
the Conference was one of the most 
important forces behind a Coalition 
Against Hunger of 35 organizations, 
lobbying for legislation to reinstate 
a school lunch program, urging 
clergy to preach about hunger 
among pre-school children, and get
ting surplus food sitting in a ware
house released for distribution to 
2,000 children under five and preg
nant women . 

It was begun in 1964 in response 
to the civil rights struggle and along 
with other Conferences on Religion 
and Race throughout the country. 
Rita Semel was asked , " Why don't 
yo u keep it together until we get or
ganized?" She's still at it-educating 
and urging churches and synagogues 
into action on race and other social 
concerns, including jobs, education, 
housing and criminal justice. 

Often the Conference acts quietly. 
When a black man was killed by 
police in the low-income Hunter's 
Point area, local ministers asked the 
Conference to step in to make cer
tain the matter was not white
washed . It soon became clear that 
the problems were more extensive: 
the community felt they had very 
little police protection, and blacks 
were badly under-represented on the 
police force . The Conference suc
ceeded in bringing the local Model 
Cities program, the police depart
ment and the community together. 
A special program was instituted and 
less than a year later eighteen newly 
trained black recruits were ready for 
police duty. 

A good example of an enabling 
ministry is that of the Office of 
Ethnic Affairs (OECA) of the United 
Presbyterian Church . The work is 
directed by a committee elected 
from the racial caucuses of the 
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~ / did it se med mild compar d to the outlandish happenings at Glide." 

church operating through five sub
committees directing missi on for mi
nority peoples in church strategy, 
ecumenical relations, evangelism, 
community organization, new minis
tries and seminary scholarsh ips. The 
chief problem, according to Dr. 
Dennis Loo, Associate Director, is a 
shortage in National Missions funds 
for the projects under the aegis of 
his office. 

Part of the work of the OEAC is 
with individual churches in the Bay 
Area, including a number in San 
Francisco. St. John's Church, for ex
ample, was a dying white congrega
tion in a neighborhood that has be
come 30 percent Asian-American, 
especially Chinese, in the past sev
eral years. OECA has helped the 
church hire a Chinese associate pas
tor ; Chinese language and cultural 
programs are being started , and the 
hope is for a " multi-cultural mini stry 
and congregation in which the integ
rity of each, Asian and Caucasian, 
is respected ." 

Other instances of churches as
sisted by the OECA include : 
Korean Presbyterian-a new church 
with no geographical base since 
the Korean population is spread 
throughout the metropolitan area . It 
is deeply involved in the problems 
of the immigrant, including lan
guage, unemployment, housing and 
basic services. 
Christ Church-Located near the 
Japanese Cultural Center in " Japan
town", it is attempting to deal with 
the serious cultural gaps between 
first, second and third generation 
Japanese-Americans. 
New Liberation-a black church 
started two years ago near Hunter's 
Point, it is active in community and 
social affairs and is engaged with 
other groups in starting a halfway 
house for drug addicts. 

OEAC also helps fund minority 
community projects, including Chi
nese for Affirmative Action , the 
Pilipino Organizing Committee, All
Tribes Halfway House (which helps 
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Ind ian upon thei r release from pris-
o n), frican Peoples' Theater, th 
La Raza Silk creen Program, and 
PE K ( un et-Parkside Educational 
ct ion Council ), a midd le income 

commun ity organization currently 
in ol ed in etting up a servi ce cen
ter for public education to do re
search into education concerns and 
act as an info rmation center for in
tere ted com munity groups. 

SPEAK ha also received support 
from the Joi nt Stra tegy and Action 
Committee USAC), one of the most 
active church agencies in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, and one freel y 
emp loyi ng both the enabl ing and the 
coa lition-style kinds of m inistries. 
Th e OEAC recently pulled out o f 
JSAC in the Bay A rea, bo th ove r seri
o us qu estion s of strategy and priori 
ties-and for unspecified " political " 
reasons. In a city w here perhaps the 
best th ing the churches have going 
for them is a gradually grow 
ing abili ty to wo rk well together and 
wi th o ther pa rts of the communi ty, 
there is some consolation in notic ing 
that bo th JSAC and OEAC support 
many of the same projects. 

In any event, JSAC is one of the 
more interesti ng and controversial 
church effo rts in the city. Partici
pants presently include the United 
Church of Chri st, Un ited Methodists, 
the Ep iscopal Church, Lutheran 
Church of America, and the Ameri
can Baptists, as w el I as representa
t ives from the Welfare Rights Or
gan iza tion, the American Friends 
Service Committee, the Ecumenical 
Mi nistry in the Haight-Ashbury, the 
San Francisco Council of Chu rches 
and the San Francisco Archdiocese. 

Like the OECA, JSAC has both a 
reg ional (Bay Area) and an area 
focus . Bob Davidson is executive di
rector on the regional level , and 
John Deckenbeck, a young UCC 
clergyman, staffs the San Francisco 
Area Committee. Activitie·s on the 
area level frequentl y coincide with 
those on the regional level. On both 
levels the strategy is to join in coali
ti ons w ith other community groups. 

Fo r example, disturbed by a Fed
eral Bureau of Prisons plan to build 
$70,000,000 w orth of new prisons in 
the Bay Area (including a $6 million 
pre-tria l detention facility in San 
Francisco), JSAC adopted a position 
opposing the construction in the 
spring of 1972 . They pointed out that 
the proposed construction contra-
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dieted a Ca li fo rnia Boa rd o f Correc
tions study stron gly recommending 
that the use o f detention facilities 
and loca l jai ls fo r co nfinement be 
grea tl y modified. " JSAC urges its 
constitu ent members and the com
mun ity at large to work toward cre
ation and utilization o f alternatives 
to incarceration." 

JSAC joined in a coalition with 
various chu rch social action groups, 
the AFSC, the NAACP, the ACLU, the 
Franciscans and others in an educa
tional and letter writing and lobby
ing effort wi th state and local gov
ernment. Their work in San Fran
cisco resulted in a unanimous vote 
by the San Franci sco Board of Super
visors against the construction of a 
facility in the city, and has at least 
temporarily stalled the building. Pres
ently, JSAC and other members of 
the coalition are exchanging notes 
w ith prison reform groups in the 
country in what they hope will be a 
growing movement. 

Another example of collaborative 
action with other agencies is the 
Food Stamp Coalition , organized to 
brin g about changes in some of the 
obvious injustices in the administra
t ion of the Food Stamp Program. 
Even though 95 ,000 San Franciscans 
of every race and language group 
are food stamp recipients, a very 
small staff with only one Chinese 
and one Spanish-speaking member 
was expected to serve them all. The 
Coalition , made more powerful by 
the inclusion of unions and grocers, 
sent representatives to meet with the 
city's Department of Social Services 
Administration and with the Board 
of Supervisors, and testified before 
the appropriate commissions and 
committees. They made some prog
ress, including a strong resolution 
from the Board of Supervisors urging 
the Mayor to add 21 new staff mem
bers to the Food Stamp Program. 
The Board of Supervisors and the 
Mayor also agreed to 11 out of 21 
impositions to help clean up eligi
bi I ity boondoggles. 

In this, in its involvement in the 
issues of welfare reform (an officer 
of the Welfare Rights Organization, 
Helen Little, is the elected secretary 
of JSAC), of Federal Revenue Shar
ing, police-community relations, re
form of the criminal justice system, 
change in the public education sys
tem, day care centers, et al. , JSAC 
can count up some small successes. 

But John Deckenbeck feels the 
church's efforts don' t go far enough 
to touch the scope of the problems. 
" They don' t even begin to scratch 
the surface." So far, the churches 
have only managed to be " a thorn 
in the side of the government"
their major efforts have been in 
" just getting the government to obey 
the law". 

Many JSAC members and church
men in general have taken an active 
part in working for better quality 
and integrated (at all levels) educa
tion in San Francisco public school s. 
Since a meeting called by the Con
feren ce on Religion, Race and Social 
Concerns, when the integration is
sue was hottest, they've taken part 
in successful efforts to achieve 
peaceful integration, and a year and 
a half ago churchmen, especially the 
Clergy for Effective Schools, were 
part of a winning effort to elect a 
multi-racial-and-cultural Board of 
Education by a large coalition of 
community groups-the Coalition 
for Effective Schools. 

The strongest denominational 
support to JSAC comes from the 
United Church of Christ, but at least 
one UCC clergyman has been busy 
making other kinds of coalitions. 
George Conklin until recently 
headed the Northern California UCC 
Conference Community Media Proj
ect. He constituted a kind of free 
wheeling one-man program-an 
initiator, a catalyst and an enabler 
of projects devoted to making radio 
and television more responsive to 
Bay Area communities. 

One of Mr. Conklin 's most suc
cessful endeavors has been in the 
area of minority employment and 
coverage of minority issues. He 
played a major role in the creation 
of the Community Coalition for 
Media Change (CCMC) , a group 
working to encourage broadcasting 
enterprises to recognize their re
sponsibilities to the total commu
nity. Then, acting as a middle man, 
he succeeded in bringing the CCMC 
and radio station KABL (Starr Broad
casting) together. The result was a 
wide-ranging agreement insuring 
minority training and placement and 
adequate treatment of minority con
cerns. Joining CCMC and Starr 
Broadcasting in the agreement was 
the California La Raza Media Coali
tion . 

The UCC media wizard has also 
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been instru1nental in the organiza
tion of the San Francisco-based 
Committee for Children 's Television 
and the Bay Area 's Committee for 
Open Media which has persuaded 
a number of stations to provide free 
time for representatives of various 
interest groups to editorialize. Most 
recently he has helped form the 
Citizens' Task Force on Cable Com
munications to see to it that cable 
television becomes a viable alterna
tive to the mass media and means 
of communication for local commu 
nity groups. 

Power Through Coalition 

Possibly the most exciting social
political phenomenon taking place 
in San Francisco today is the broad
based community coalition , crossing 
economic and ethnic lines. The 
churches have been lively partici
pants, as well as contributing finan
cially and occasionally even helping 
to initiate organizing efforts. The 
most impressive of these coalitions 
is the Mission Coalition Organiza
tion, now more than five years old 
and including in its ranks more than 
200 organizations from San Fran
cisco's Mission District. Though the 
area is predominantly Latino- Mexi
can American with sizeable numbers 
of Latin Americans and Puerto 
Ricans-other ethnic and special in
terest groups are represented on its 
steering committee with vice presi
dents standing for the concerns of 
Filipino-Americans, Pacific Islanders, 
Blacks, businessmen, clergy . . . . 

Community churches, Roman 
Catholic and Protestant, are an im
portant part of the Coalition, along 
with business, labor and c1v1c 
groups. JSAC has acted as a consul
tant resource over the years and co
ordinated funding from the denomi
nations to the Coalition. Bob David
son of JSAC has served as Parliamen
tarian at the Coalition 's huge annual 
convention for three years in a row. 
Today MCO controls the $5 million 
Model Cities Neighborhood Coun
cil Program in the Mission District. 

Mike Miller, the organizer behind 
the MCO and also a driving force 
behind the Coalition for Effective 
Schools, is a Saul Alinsky-trained or
ganizer who is rapidly becoming the 
city's own home-bred Alinsky. He is 
presently engaged in another effort 
in San Francisco's Visitacion Valley, 
which incidentally is where Miller 
grew up. Like the Mission Coalition , 

this one-called the All People's Co
alition (APC)-includes a wide rep
resentation of ethnic and special in
terest groups, spanning lower and 
middle income sections of the com
munity. 

Called " the forgotten Valley" by 
some of its residents (many San Fran
ciscans have never heard of it) , its 
isolation has been exacerbated by 
the isolation of one part of the Val
ley community from another. The 
motley community that Mike Miller, 
and Valley residents who share his 
dream, are working to bring to
gether has an economically and 
racially mixed population of welfare 
recipients, low and middle to upper 
middle income people, 35 percent 
white, 30 percent black, 15 percent 
Latin and 15 percent Oriental-plus 
between 1000 and 3000 Samoans. 
After months of preliminary work, 
the Coalition was officially launched 
at a Community Congress in Decem
ber, 1972 (where incidentally JSAC's 
Bob Davidson served as temporary 
chairman). Well over 20 community 
organizations were soon part of the 
APC, including labor, civic, youth 
and both Catholic and Protestant 
religious groups and churches. Some 
church funding has since been for
warded. 

The Coalition has already met 
with some success : its Safety Com
mittee succeeded through negotia
tions in getting 24 traffic improve
ments in the area. The Consumers' 
Committee succeeded in winning 
nationwide publicity for the APC 
through its loud and lively support 
color and light-that mocks prophe
of last spring's meat boycott. Talks 
between the Recreation Committee 
and the city's Park and Recreation 

Department were making progress; 
the Jobs Committee estimated that 
it had agreements with employers 
resulting in 200 more jobs for the 
community ; and Housing, Health, 
Public Transportation, Education and 
Police-Community Relations Com
mittees were eagerly at work. Per
haps the APC's most effective action 
to date has been its appearance at 
the Mayor's Revenue Sharing Hear
ings. Nineteen members of the Co
alition followed a smooth, tight pre
sentation of their needs with sug
gestions as to how the city might 
raise more revenue. 

There is something about the 
beauty of San Francisco-its hills, 
cies of doom either by earthquake 
or urban crisis . But in the case of 
urban crisis, anyway, it is the success 
of at least some people working to
gether across the boundari.es that 
usually divide people, that gives 
cause for hope. The community co
alition is empowering people by en
abling them to work together. 

There is no way of measuring the 
churches' impact on the day-to-day 
lives of San Franciscans. Most citi
zens are probably unaware of any. 
As John Deckenbeck puts it, " The 
churches have next to no influence 
alone, but they can be influential 
in concert with others." By putting 
its moral , economic and social force 
in league with its neighbors, the 
church can be a good neighbor. 
Sometimes it may take the lead, but 
more often it may simply serve, 
working unobtrusively and alongside 
the rest of the community. Christian 
witness won ' t make headlines, but 
it will be effective. That's what the 
churches in San Francisco are dis
covering. • 

The beauty of San Francisco mocks prophecies of doom either by earthquake or 
urban crisis. The success of some community coalitions gives cause for hope. 
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~rr hristmas, 1973. For the first 
la\~-• time in over a decade no 
~,~ American soldiers are eating 

their C Rations in the fields of the 
Mekong Delta, or drinking a holiday 
toast in the tinselled bi st ros of Sai
gon . Even Bob Hope is spending 
Christmas with his own family thi s 
year. And, after so long, a few hun
dred former Pri soners of War are 
celebrating Christmas at home in
stead of Hanoi . Thank God for that. 

But what of the more than half 
a million American families for 
whom " Peace on Earth, Good Will 
to Men" is still an unrealized dream? 

The Ransoms 

I will start with my own family, 

because it is our experiences with 
the Vietnam War that have helped 
us to understand the plight of others. 

Our o ldest son , Mike, was killed 
nea r Mylai six yea rs ago this sp rin g. 
He arri ved at hi s first assignment
a new 2nd Li eutenant infantry pla
toon leader-on the very day of the 
massacre, March 16, 1968. After that 
unspeakab le atrocity committed by 
our own American troops, who 
could blame the embitte red South 
Vietnamese farmer who set the mine 
that killed Mike such a few weeks 
later. 

My husband and I have long faced 
the difficult truth that there was no 
gai n fo r thi s country from our son 's 
dea th . His life was wasted by hi s 
own governm ent and nothing we do 
ca n alter that. 

The only thin g that sustai ns us at 
thi s gentle season is the hope that 
the sacrifi ces of this war will some
how be redeemed by bringing us to
gether and making us more gener
ous than we now are, as symbol ized 
by our capacity to grant th e uncon
ditional unive rsal amnesty so so rely 
needed by other famil ies. 

The Walkers 

George and Edith Walker's son is 
in jail in Allenwood , Pa. (This is a 
composite family, rep resentative of 
the more than 13,000 men con
victed, imprisoned, or under indict
ment for violation of the Military 
Selective Service Act.) George, Jr. 
was able to convince his Boston 
draft board that his belief in a Su
preme Being based on hi s early reli
gious training qualified him to be 
excused from se rvice by reason of 
conscience. However, he denied the 
ri ght of the government to compel 
him to alternate service, and was 
sentenced to three yea rs in jail. 

It is easy to understand George's 
case for being granted amnesty. He 
proved to his draft board 's sa ti sfac
tion that conscience was his motiva
ting force, sti ll broke the law, and 

Louise Ransom is a Gold Star 
mother, cu rrent ly Director of Ameri
cans For Amnesty in association with 
former Attorney Genera l Ramsey 
Clark and Bishop Paul Moore. 
Americans For Amnesty is a national 
campaign in support of universal 
un conditiona l amnesty for draft re
sisters, veterans " at large", and vet
era ns with less tha n Honorable Dis
charges . 

paid the penalty of an ard uous jai l 
term. He is highly sophisticated and 
articu late, well educated at a pres
tige university, and his action was 
in the best tradition of Thoreau- like 
civi l disobedience. He is deep ly re li
gious with an extraordi nary amount 
of inner strength . But he is not home 
for Christmas, and when he is re
leased, his civi l rights wi ll be se
verely restricted as a convicted 
felon . 

The Allens 

(This fami ly represents the 20,000-
40,000 draft resisters in Canada.) 
John All en, also from Boston, is the 
son of Martha and Pete r Al len, and 
is li ving in exil e in Canada. He is 
George Walker's good frie nd and 
co ll ege roommate. Ironi ca lly, the 
very same draft board turned down 
John 's app li cation for Conscientious 
Objector status though he and 
Geo rge had similar religiou s training 
and shared the sa me basic beliefs. 
When induction became imminent 
for John in 1971, he fo und his con
science still would not permit him 
to serve in the army. He did not .see 
the value of going to jai l, so he went 
to Canada. 

Can we say that he was any 
less motivated by conscience than 
George si mpl y because his draft 
board ruled aga inst him ? But he too 
has not been home for two yea rs, 
and ca nnot return without probable 
arrest, even fo r his grandmother's 
funeral. 



The Rodriguezes 

(They represent the larges t and sad
dest group of al l, the families of the 
more than 450,000 veterans who 
have received less than Honorable 
Discharges from the services.) Angel 
Rodri guez is in ja il too, but under 
very d iffe rent circumstances. He was 
drafted and se rved in Vietnam in the 
101st Airborne Brigade. He is one of 
seven children of Felipe and Theresa 
Rodriguez from east Harlem. A high 
school drop-out, he was working in 
a local A & P when his low draft 
number was ca ll ed in 1970. He 
didn' t have enough knowledge of 
the Vietnam War to know whether 
or not he opposed it, though he cer
tainly learned the Ten Command
ments in the Religious Ed . class at 
Immaculate Conception Church 
where his family went to Mass. He 
would have had a hard time discuss
ing " Thou Shalt Not Kill " before his 
draft board since he spoke very poor 
English . Besides he thought the Army 
might teach him a trade. Unfortu
natel y no doctor ever saw the severe 
shoulder separation he had from 
playing basketball at PS #101 . 

By the time he arrived in Vietnam, 
he was convinced that his dark skin 
was responsible for every dirty job 
his superiors could think of, incl ud
ing Search and Destroy missions in 
the ju ngle. He witnessed the rape 
of a twelve-year-old Vietnamese girl 
by some of the soldiers in his unit, 
and received a Purple Heart when 
he was wounded by a mine that 
killed his best friend. He was sent 
back to combat twice after requests 
for respite w hen his shoulder injury 
became increasi ngly painful. Finally, 
given a Rest and Recuperation 
period in Honolulu , he just kept go
ing and came home to Harlem
AWOL. When he finally surrendered 

3-0 LOOK AT WHO NEEDS 
AMNESTY 

52,143 Draft Resisters 

35,557 Deserters 

450,000 Discharges less than 
Honorable 

Summary of figures compiled 
by Carl Rogers, National Co
ordinator, Americans For 
Amnesty 
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to the Army two months later, he 
was given a Dishonorable Discharge. 

He is in jail now for se lling drugs 
to support a habit that started in 
Vietnam. With his DD, the A & P 
wouldn ' t take him back, nor would 
any other employer consider him. 
His parents will not pay him a Christ
mas visit in prison and feel he has 
disg raced their family. 

The Howards 

(This fami ly represents the more 
than 32,000 men who have deserted 
the armed forces and are in exile, 
or underground in this country.) Joe 
and Mary Howard are a black family 
who live in a small mountain cabin 
in Tenn essee. Joe drives a truck for 
a cement company. Their son, Dan, 
volunteered and was rejected by the 
Army as being in no way qualified. 
However, under Defense Secretary 
McNamara's " Project 100,000" , de
signed to " salvage" men considered 
unfit for military service, he was en
co uraged to volunteer again, be
cause McNamara thought that men 
like him could be educated and 
trained for productive military ca
reers . During his basic training 
period he was so apathetic about 
participating that he was finally put 
in the stockade for disobedience. He 
was so brutally treated there that he 
became psychologically upset and 
attempted suicide. Before the Army 
could give him the Bad Conduct Dis
charge which was prevalent in such 
cases, he found a chance to run 
away, and his family has no idea 
where he is, or even if he is still 
alive. 

The catalogue of family heart
break goes on and on, and one 
wonders if all this suffering is really 
necessa ry . The suffering extends be
yond the yo ung men themselves, 
who, because of the war, were 
forced to make a choice between 
military service and some other al
ternative. If we count a low average 
of two family members per man, we 
expand the war's miserable heritage 
to an additional million Americans. 
Has there not been enough hardship 
already? My family is one of 57,000 
whose sons will never be home for 
Christmas. And who can count the 
Vietnamese sufferers? 

There is no question that a broad 
general amnesty can help relieve 
some of this suffering. It is a lawful 
act, with hi sto rical precedent, which 

neither condemns nor condones, but 
moves to wipe the slate clean for 
a fresh start. For the men indicted, 
sent to prison, or forced into exile 
for violations of the draft laws, am
nesty would provide the opportunity 
to resume productive lives without 
penalty and permit them to make 
once again a contribution to the so
ciety in which they live. 

For the veterans with less than 
Honorab le Discharges, amnesty 
would upgrade the discharges and 
make them uniform, enabling the 
veterans to compete more equitably 
in the job market. It would also re
store their Veterans' benefits like 
educational assistance, loans, medi
cal and psychiatric care-the least a 
society can do that forcibly deprived 
them of freedom of choice, dis
rupted their lives, and placed a 
burden on them far out of propor
tion to the rest of the population. 

For those veterans who are " at 
large" -in exile or hiding some
where-amnesty would make possi
ble a reunion with their families so 
they, too, could rebuild their broken 
lives. 

The complicated question is how 
to achieve such an amnesty when 
the President is opposed to it, and 
the American public seems to be un
informed as to the extent of the 
probl em and the amount of injus
tice involved. 

Some legislators have proposed 
that the only way to decide who 
should receive amnesty is to set up 
regional review boards to hear each 
case individually and mete out either 
amnesty or penalty-alternate ser
vice, or whatever. In this way, it 
is argued, it can be determined 
whether legitimate motivation for 
war refusal , such as conscience, was 
present. I submit that such a solution 
is impossible and would lead to 
grossly inequitable decisions. 

Conscience, for example, is a 
complex concept. In all our religious 
teaching we honor it, perhaps above 
all else, yet who does not have diffi
culty defining it? Even the Supreme 
Court has changed its definition of 
conscience within the last few years. 
How do we compare the con
sciences of George Walker, Jr. who 
went to jail for reasons of con
science, and Angel Rodriguez who 
refused to participate in any more 
Search and Destroy missions? 

United Methodist Bishop John 
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Wesley Lord, testifying for amnesty 
before a Senate sub-committee, said : 
" Conscience is not always a s.tatic 
conclusion of an ideology. Often it 
is a process. It is the process of dis
covering that something is wrong, 
and trying to discover what it is and 
how it can be rectified. Conscience 
i the process of trying to under
stand how to work for a better 

world . The process of conscience al
ways requires risk-taking." 

By this definition, virtually all of 
those in need of amnesty would 
qualify, yet there is no possibility 
that review boards, by their very na
ture, could act coosistently. 

Would a review board in Mis
sissippi handle the case of Dan 
Howard's desertion in the same way 

for half a million American families, 
"Peace on Earth, Good Will to Men" 
remains a dream. 



RESOURCES AND SOURCES 
OF AMNESTY INFORMATION 
Resources 

Amnesty Study Guide and Leader' s Manual, to be used with the Study 
Document, Amnesty and Reconciliation. Prepared by Dwight and Frances 
Large for the Board of Church and Society. 50¢ each ; 3 or mo re co pi es, 
35 ¢ each. Order from The Service Department, 100 Ma ryland Avenue, 

.E. , Washi ngton, D.C. 20002. 
Amensty Education Packet, prepared by and avai lab le fro m The National 
lnterreligious Service Board, 550 Washington Bui ldi ng, 15th & New Yo rk 
Avenue, N.W ., Washington, D.C. , 20005 . Their fo ur page " Amnesty Di s
cussion Guide" is a most he l pfu I too l for all d iscussion leaders. $1. 
Event (Magazine) May, 1973 issue with 8 amnesty art icles in thi s special 
amnesty issue. Si ngle copies, 50¢ each. Tne o r mo re cop ies : 35¢ each. 
Order from Event, 426 S. Fifth St. , Mi nneapo li s, Mi nn . 55475 . 

National Organizations 

Americans For Amnesty, 235 East 49th Street, New Yo rk , N .Y. 10017. 
Clergy and Laity Concerned, Amnesty Campaign , 235 East 49th St. , 
New Yo rk, N.Y. 10017. 
Nationa l Council fo r Universa l and Unconditional Am nesty, 235 East 
49th Street, New Yo rk, N.Y. 10017. 
Project on Amnesty, American Civil Liberties Union Foundatio n, 22 East 
40th St., New York, N.Y. 10016. 
Safe Return Amnesty Committee, 156 Fi fth Ave nue, Suite 1003, New York, 
N.Y. 10010. 

Films 

Amnesty Or Exile? 35 mi n., 16mm, b lack and white documenta ry, de
signed to p rovi de understand ing about those who would benefit from 
universa l, uncond itional amnesty. Utilization guide provided. Purchase, 
$200. Renta l, $25. Broadcasting and Film Commiss ion, National Counci l 
of the Chu rches, 475 Riversi de D rive, N.Y., N.Y. 10027. 
Duty Bound, 60 mi n., 16mm, co lo r co urtroom drama, first shown on 
NBC-TV Ma rch 11, 1973. A war objecto r returns fro m exile and is tried . 
Jury is the viewi ng audience. Purchase, $500. Renta l, $25. Broadcasting 
and Film Comm iss ion, National Counci l of th e Churches, 475 Ri ve rside 
D rive, New York, N.Y. 10027. 
Perspectives On Amnesty, 29 m in., 16mm, color docu mentary, provi d ing 
a p ro-con approach to stim ul ate di scuss ion . Pu rchase, $195. Rental, $22. 
United M in istry in Higher Education, Mi lwa ukee Amnesty Project, 2211 
E. Kenwood Blvd., Mi lwa ukee, Wisconsi n 53211 . 

For Additional Information 

Office of Eme rgency M in istry O n Conscience and War, Department of 
Church and Society, Uni ted Presbyterian Church in the USA, W itherspoon 
Buildi ng, 1323 Wa lnut Street, Phil adelphia, Pa. 19107. 
United Methodist Office For the UN., 11th fl oo r, 777 Uni ted Na tions 
Plaza, New York, New York 10017. 

(Th is office rents the two fi lms, Amnesty or Exile? and Duty Bound.) 
Amnesty Informatio n and Action Center, P.O., Box 179, Ann A rbor, M i. 
48107. 
Americans For Amnesty, 235 E. 49th St. , New Yo rk, N .Y. 10017. Telephone 
(212) 371-7080 

(Resources and Sources of Amnesty In fo rmation have been prepa red by Dwight 
S. Large, Box 179, Ann Arbor, Mi 48107) 
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as a rev iew board in Boston ? It 
would be hard to say that con
sc ience was his mo tivati on, since 
he vo lu nteered fo r the Army, and 
never went to Vi etnam. And ye t if 
it had no t been fo r the Vietnam War, 
w ith its inexo rable demand fo r more 
Ameri ca n bodies, Dan would never 
have been in the service at all . 
Should he be penalized for the rest 
of hi s li fe fo r a mistake in judgment 
by the military autho rities? 

If reg ional revi ew boards would 
inevi tabl y render inconsistent and 
i11equitabl e decisions, it has been 
proposed th at o ne National Review 
Boa rd undertake the task. Half a mil
li on men would grow old waiting 
fo r their day in court. 

A far mo re sati sfactory solution 
co uld be found by simply granting 
an across-the-board amnesty for all 
cl asses o f w ar res isters, and thereby 
weighting the balance on the side 
o f social justi ce and humanitarian 
relief fo r the many, rather than on 
vindictive judgment for the few. 

Another very troubling issue in the 
amnes ty question is that of fa ir
ness. Is it fair to those who served 
or to those w ho died to grant am
nesty to those w ho refused to parti
cipate? On this matter, I can only 
speak personally. I find it offensive 
that many people think I should 
exact a price from another woman 's 
son for the li fe o f my child . It is 
inconceivable that anyone could 
place the blame for those that went 
to Vie tnam upon those that didn' t. 
It was clearly the government that 
put our sons in an untenable posi
tion, and for that we must all share 
blame. 

If I could see how punishment for 
the men w ho said " No" to war could 
in any way be of benefit to those 
who served, or to our nation, I might 
better understand a firm position 
against amnesty. The empty place at 
our Chri stmas dinner table will not 
be f i lied by the sacrifi ce o f o thers. 

Dishonoring the dead by granting 
amnesty, as President Nixon de
scribes it, impl ies that we do honor 
them by not granting it. The dead 
have their own honor no matter 
w hat we say or do here, but true 
peace w ith honor will only come to 
us as a nation w hen we ca n move 
ahead positively, learning from the 
tragedy of the past. A universal un
cond itional amnesty would be a 
positive f irst step. • 



JAP~NE:SE: CJ+RISTl~NS 
OPPOSE: TJ+E: SJ+RINE: 

Text and Photos by Toge Fujihira 

" Will militarism be revived in 
Japan?" 

"Yes," answered the Rev. Masa
hiro Tomura, the diminutive, fiery 
executive secretary of the United 
Church of Christ in Japan's Social 
Action Committee, " if the Yasukuni 
Shrine Bill is passed. It will lead to 

the return of emperor worship, cre
ation of an armed force, and the first 
step towards changing the thinking 
of the people." 

The Christian Church in Japan has 
vigorously opposed the Yasukuni 
Shrine Bill , which was recentl y pre
sented to the Diet, the national 



Below left, crippled and 
maimed Japanese war veterans 

solicit contributions for the Yasukini 
shrine for war dead. 

Below right, Shinto priests leave 
the main shrine after performing 

religious ceremonies. 

Right, Christians protesting 
the Yasukuni Shrine Bill 

stage a sit-down hunger 
strike on the Ginza. 

Opposite page, marchers 
demonstrate against the 

Yasukuni Shrine Bill on the 
streets of Tokyo. 
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legislature, for the fifth time. It pro
poses to nationalize the shrine for 
the war dead. Leading the Chris
tians' resistance to the bill has been 
a Special Committee on the Yasukuni 
Shrine problem, which says that the 
bill will infringe on the freedom of 
religion assured in the Constitution. 

Although the Diet again failed to 
approve the bill in September, 
Christians are concerned that the 
bill, which is supported by the rul
ing Liberal Democratic Party, will 
come to a vote eventually and pass. 

With cooperation from mission
aries, Buddhists, new religions in 
Japan, and small sects of Shintoism, 
Christians last fall demonstrated with 
parades and hunger strikes, distrib
uted leaflets and telephoned mem
bers of the Diet. The Democratic, 
Socialist, and peace parties along 
with labor unions and citizen 's 
movements also diligently worked 
to prevent passage of the bill. 

The Shrine was established in 
1869 as the Tokyo Shokansha (souls 
inviting) Shrine by Emperor Meiji , 
who wanted a place where the en
tire nation could pay its respects to 
those who sacrificed their lives for 
their country. It was decided that 
the Shrine should be a Shinto sanc
tuary. 

Ten years later the name Yasu
kuni Shrine was adopted. It means 
"peaceful country." From that time 
the Shrine received special privileges 
from the government. 

Yasukuni Shrine is located in a 
beautiful green setting of age-old 
ginkgo trees on the slopes of Kudan 
Hill just north of the Imperial Palace 
grounds along the inner moat. At the 
south entrance a pair of stone lion 
dogs guard the approaches to a 
colossal upright cement torii with 
cross bars at the top. Originally a 
torii was considered to be a bird 
perch, but now it is a symbol of a 
Shinto shrine. 

Passing under the torii , there is a 
gradual ascending ramp leading to a 
wide pebbled walkway, flanked by 
huge ancient ginkgo trees and stone 
lanterns, stained dark by years of ex
posure to all kinds of weather. A 
green encrusted bronze torii leads 
to a pair of immense wooden gates 

Mr. Fujihira is staff photographer for 
the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries. 

adorned with the golden chrysan
themum crest of the royal family. 
Through the portals and into the 
inner grounds stands the main 
shrine, constructed out of wood in 
the orthodox Shinto architectural 
style. 

Until the end of World War 11 , 
Yasukuni Shrine was controlled by 
the Imperial Army and Navy to 
strengthen Japanese militarism. " En
shrinement at Yasukuni " was the 
greatest honor that servicemen 
could receive. 

About 1953, the Yasukuni Shrine 
priests prompted the two and a half 
million members of the Japan Asso
ciation of War Bereaved Families 
and many rightist groups to demand 
the State " nationalize" the Shrine as 
in pre-war days. 

According to Mr. Tamura, who 
has been leading Christians in op
posing the bill for over five years, 
" these right wingers would like to 
see three main revisions in the con
stitution : 

1. " They are not satisfied with the 
Emperor as the symbolic head of the 
country. They want to make him the 
legal ruler of Japan. 

2. " They want to revise the prohi
bition of the armed forces. At pres
ent there is a self-defense army 
which is only a limited military 
force. They want to develop a for
mal army and navy. 

3. " They want to limit the human 
rights of people ." 

Groups supporting the national
ization of Yasukuni say that services 
will be held to express the people's 
respects for the war dead. Thou
sands make pilgrimages every year 
to the Shrine to pay homage to 
those who sacrificed their lives. 

But opponents of the bill argue 
that it is unconstitutional to " nation
alize" Yasukuni so that the State 
may support it financially, and let 
representatives of the government 
participate in religious ceremonies 
and activities. 

The Rev. Wally Brownlee, United 
Methodist missionary in Tokyo, said 
in a recent statement to the press, 
" If the people in Japan want to ex
press their respect to the war dead, 
they can establish a 'memorial day 
for the war dead' and can conduct 
ceremonies in any religious form 
they like. They can even do it with 
out religious rites. " • 
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Charles E. Brewster 

THE RURAL CHURCH 
IM WOZAWIBIQUE 

The Rev. F. Sique Banze, above, 
is superintendent of the thriving 

Massinga district. He was 
educated at the Bible School 

in Cambini, top, where these 
students are farming. 

Bishop Escrivao Zunguze, right, 
is episcopal leader of the United 

Methodist Church in Mozambique. 

T HREE YEARS ago when the 
Reverend Isaac Bivens first 

visited Mozambique as the 
newly appointed director for Africa 
for the United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries, he told the Afri
cans that it is better to do work out
side the mission stations in the bush 
than inside the stations. 

One of the African pastors who 
heard him was the Reverend F. Sique 
Banze, known as Pastor Sique, and 
today his district of Massinga, north 
of Cambini , is one of United Meth
odism 's thriving districts with more 
than 4,600 total constituency of peo
ple who attend the churches and 
some 800 full members (the differ
ence is that full membership re
quires a higher degree of commit
ment and activity in the church). 
Sique is district superintendent for 
fourteen pastors, up from twelve 
when he got there, and he has over
sight of their teaching and preaching 
activities. 

What he has accomplished, he 
emphasizes, has been done almost 
entirely by the people themselves, 
not from money from outside. The 
center of all this church activity is 
not much to look at. One drives 
over a dirt road that is very sandy 
in spots for several kilometers off 
the main road . Then there is a clear
ing, a few reed houses, one rec
tangular house, perhaps ten feet by 
six feet, that is made of baked mud 
packed around wooden poles. That 
is for guests. A round house, per
haps twelve feet in diameter, has a 
reed roof, and walls made of the 
same baked mud and poles. That is 
home for Sique, his wife and seven 
children aged seven to nineteen. 

In the clearing some winter corn 
is drying for storage and two of 
Sique's small nephews play, their 
clothes torn and somewhat full of 
holes. Sique's mother-in-law was 
there too, a wizened old woman 
who gestured ,grandly as she talked 
in Shitswa with missionary Bill 
Anderson . 

A little further on is the com
pleted church, a simple structure but 
easily the grandest there. A corru
gated zinc roof has large drain pipes 
on either side leading to two cisterns 
in the back of the church . One of 
the chronic problems of the area is 
lack of water and these cisterns will 
assure water for the populace, even 
if not for the animals they keep. 
Sique has built five cisterns like that 
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in his area . P'arts of his district have 
not had rain since last November. 

" When Dr. Bivens visited this 
area there was just brush out here," 
says Sique. " But what he said gave 
me courage to do the work." 

For the chapel the people at Mas
singa received 19,000 escudos from 
the Board of Global Ministries (or 
less than $900) which was far from 
enough. " People have offered their 
handwork. If we had the money we 
could have built a better chapel. " 

One of Sique's concerns is to see 
that his pastors have decent housing, 
but some are still living in reed huts. 
" Young men won ' t come into the 
ministry if they see that to come is 
to suffer," he says realistically. 

Sique, who is 33, receives a salary 
of $35.00 a month-$17.50 from the 
Coordinating Committee and $17.50 
from the Annual Conference. He 
tries to grow as much of his own 
food and spends about one day a 
week working on that but relies on 
his sons to do that work largely. 
" Everything we do is on that $35 a 
month. God takes care," he says. 

There is no adequate medical in
surance, but there is a mutual aid 
fund if pastors have emergency 
medical bills. 

There is the constant threat of 
famine and poor crops, which cuts 
into the support of the pastors. 
" When there is a famine the church 
suffers right along with the people," 
said Sique, who spoke through mis
sionary interpreter Bill Anderson . 

The country is not listed as one of 
the twenty-five poorest in the world 
by the U. N. because of the presence 
of a well-to-do Portuguese popula
tion. But the per capita income of 
the Africans is well below $100 a 
year. 

Unlike the churches in the West, 
there is no artificial split between 
the so-called personal gospel and 
the social gospel. There seems in
stead to be a hearty evangelism and 
fundamental preaching combined 
naturally with a concern about how 
people live or don' t live. 

Mrs. Sique has a literacy class, and 
she also teaches sewing and helps 
women in the women's society learn 
how to lead meetings and how to 
preach. She also has cooking, wash
ing and ironing classes, following 
a program of lessons and studies set 
up by the Conference. The current 
emphases are on agriculture, hy
giene and family life. 

There is a special need to educate 
people on the dangers of contract
ing the disease of bilharzia in the 
streams where people wash their 
clothes. 

The illiteracy rate is at least eighty 
per cent and probably higher. Jn the 
Massinga area of the church there is 
a situation of virtually total illiteracy. 
Sique himself has only a primary 
school education plus training at a 
Bible School the church operates 
still in Cambini . 

United M ethodism in Mozam
bique is largely a rural church, al
though it is growing rapidly in Lou
renco Marques, the capital. Its hos
pitals face the problems of people 
who have fallen but of coconut 
trees or who have come under the 
influence of witch doctors, who cut 
them up and then when they fail 
send them to the church hospital. 
The hospital at Chicuque, the only 
hospital doing surgery within 1,000 
kilometers, last year had 37,000 con
sultations and performed 1,046 
major surgical operations and 1,523 
minor surgeries. 

The church comes face to face 
with social problems such as polyg
amy and the " bride price," which is 
still very much in force. A group of 
Africans discussed this with me at 
Chicuque. 

When a young man wants to 
marry he goes to the parents of the 
girl and they set a price, which is 
now usually 6000-7000 escudos, or 
sometimes as much as 10,000 escu
dos ($350) . In the former days the 
parents arranged the marriages. 
Now the young men do the asking, 
but there is still the bride price 
(which is lower on the coast, higher 
in the interior). Sometimes girls only 
eleven or twelve years old are put 
up for marriage and already sent to 
the family into which they will 
marry. There they are often mal
treated, sometimes like slaves, espe
cially if the family is a pagan family. 

Many women accept this system 
and do not feel happy if they are 
paid for at a low price. It is a form 
of security for them. Their attitude is 
that " if he gets something for noth
ing, he treats it like nothing." 

But the girl also knows that if she 
doesn' t stick with the man then her 
father has lost a lot of money. There 

This is one of a series of articles Mr. 
Brewster is writing during his tour of 
Africa. 

Current emphases of the largely 
rural church are on agriculture, 
hygiene and family life. 

is, however, as one African said, 
" not much love in that. " A lot of 
young girls nowadays don' t care to 
be paid for. 

Jn the church most parents don' t 
ask for a bride price, and the gen
eral feeling is that the church has 
been effective in combating bride 
price. Some, however, ask for a 
" thank-offering," which amounts to 
almost the same thing, with the im
portant exception that it is not bind
ing and there is nothing returnable. 
But the idea of equality of the sexes 
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is still a fore ign one, even in the 
church . 

In Lourenco Marques the church 
is identifying with the same people 
it served in the rural areas. They 
have moved to the city to live in so
called Reed Cities, horrible fire traps 
made up of reeds and some corru
gated zinc, full of rats and roaches . 

This is the seamy side of Portuguese 
colonialism, for the obvious fact is 
that if the people had a government 
of their own people they wou ld 
have some hope for change, but 
under colonialism they receive only 
fitful attention . 

Here on a Sunday I visited three 
churches, all simple structures of 

zinc and wood, without adornment 
but all three were full of people and 
with many young people, singing 
lustily, sometimes in familiar West
ern tunes and sometimes in African 
rhythms. They welcome me with 
real warmth ,' and even warmed to 
my one African word " salaniyguatz" 
for " goodbye." • 

CHURCH AND STATE IN MOZAMBIQUE 
LOURENCO MARQUES, Mozam

bique ( RNS )- Nineteen of 50 Mo
zambique Presbyterians arrested here 
in June 1972 are still in prison. They 
are laymen. 

Four of the five pastors seized have 
been released. The fifth, the Rev. 
Zedicias Manganhela, president of the 
Presbyterian Church, committed sui
cide in prison. 

The four had to sign self-accusatory 
statements on release and those docu
ments could be used against them 
when they are brought to trial. 

The arrests were for alleged sym
pathy for FRELIMO, a black libera
tion movement pledged to drive the 
white Portuguese colonial government 
out of Mozambique. Church leaders 
have labelled the charges ridiculous. 

Mr. Manganhela, 60 at the time of 
his death in December 1972, reported
ly was broken-hearted that so many 
people he knew had been forced by 
police to testify against him. His sui
cide upset the civil government, and a 
number of leaders of the secret police 
were removed. However, the police 
are largely independent of the gov
ernment. Many doubt the official ver
sion that Manganhela died by suicide. 

Other Protestants have not escaped 
arrest. A group of Methodists were 
incarcerated for being at a building 
society meeting, and some laymen re
main in prison. 

In most cases persons arrested can
not attend their own trials. They have 
no lawyers and receive indeterminate 
sentences. They can be released and 
then later thrown back in jail on the 
same charges. 

A total of about 2,000 persons were 
arrested in June, 1972. Allegations in
cluded such things as shouting pro
FRELIMO slogans at the end of 
church services. 

Those who wonder why the Presby
terian Church has been singled out in 
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police displeasure conclude that the 
trouble may have started in 1968 
when the denomination launched an 
evangelistic campaign in northern 
Mozambique. The program began 
with great enthusiasm and 5,000 
escudos ( $250) was raised to send 
two evangelists north. One was Mr. 
Manganhela. 

There is a feeling that the Portu
guese could not understand the en
thusiasm or why the Presbyterians 
wanted to evangelize in the north, a 
region of poverty and witchcraft. 

The two men found a church in the 
north that apparently had developed 
without any outside leadership or sup
port. People travelled long distances 
to hear Mr. Manganhela, who visited 
places that had not seen a pastor in 
years. Some people followed him from 
town to town to hear his message. 
This seems to have alarmed the gov
ernment which, when it sends invita
tions to northern Mozambicans, gets 
no response. 

When Portuguese authorities began 
looking into the Presbyterian Church 
- Swiss-founded but now autonomous 
- they found a very democratic sys-
tem with balances of power. 

The government decided, according 
to sources here, that the Presbyterians 
represented a subversive government 
within the state and would likely 
take over in Mozambique if the Portu
guese were forced out. 

That conclusion relates to a general 
Portuguese ignorance of Protestant
ism. A few years ago a government 
pamphlet on different Churches talked 
about the Presbyterians and then 
added, as an afterthought, there is 
"thought to be" a Methodist church in 
Cambini. 

Actually, Presbyterian and Method
ist denominations are of about equal 
strength, with Presbyterians concen
trated in and around Lourenco Mar-

ques and Methodists in rural areas. 
The two Churches cooperate on a 

variety of projects, although there is 
friction on occasions. (The Methodists 
believe the Presbyterians like to "run 
things" in Lourenco Marques, capital 
of the colony. ) 

While the Presbyterian Church 
achieved autonomy in 1970, the gov
ernment recognized only the founding 
Swiss Mission as the legal entity. 

Many people here believe the secret 
police, known as PIDE, cannot dis
tinguish between the various Protes
tant groups. Recently a Presbyterian 
pastor was told he would have to 
bring a letter from the Anglican bish
op (who is Portuguese) before he 
could get a permit to build a chapel. 

It is PIDE, and not the government 
itself, which represents Portugal to 
Mozambicans. There have been many 
beatings by the police and forced con
fessions . Periodically, large groups of 
citizens are arrested, but the seizures 
in June, 1972 were the first in which 
church members were arrested for 
church activities. 

The Presbyterians and Methodists 
are thinking of writing a position 
paper in an effort to neutralize the ac
cusations of the police. They also hope 
for international support and pressure 
on behalf of the four Presbyerian pas
tors who face trial. The men are elder
ly and have families. 

None of this is discussed in Mozam
bique's controlled press. The trial last 
January of two Roman Catholic priests 
received wide coverage in the world 
press, including Johannesburg's Rand 
Daily Mail, but was censored here. 
Copies of the Mail were removed 
from Lourenco Marques newsstands. 

The priests were tried after report
ing the finding of numerous charred 
African bodies in Lumes, in Tete 
province, the scene of several alleged 
massacres by the army. 
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PlllE1111.l.E: 
A UNION VIEW by Lonnie B. Daniel 

" We support the right of 
public and private-includ
ing farm , government, insti
tutional and domestic-em
ployees and employers to 
organize for collective bar
gaining. Furthermore, we 
support their right to protec
tion in so doing .. . "-1972 
Statement, General Confer-
ence, 

United Methodist Church 

A 15-month strike for union rec
ognition by more than 200 non
professional employees of the 
United Methodist Hospital of Ken
tucky has become a crucial ordeal 
for Methodists in particular, and 
members of other organized reli
gions in general. 

For the strike calls out desperate
ly for an answer to this question : 

Can high-minded social principles 
expressed from a pulpit on Sunday 
be put into effect in the working 
world on Monday? 

The Communications Workers of 
America, AFL-CIO, sympathizes with 
the tragic dilemma posed by a situ
ation where confrontation of con
science and " business as usual " 
disturbs concerned Methodist lay
men not only in Pikeville, where the 
strike is taking place, but throughout 
Kentucky and the entire Nation . 

The layman is faced on the one 
hand with wholehearted endorse
ment of the idea of collective bar
gaining by the General Conference 
of the Church, and on the other by 
the stubborn and obstinate refusal 
of the Board of Directors of the 

Lonnie B. Daniel is Tenn essee-Ken
tucky Director of the Communication 
Workers of America, AFL-CIO. 

Methodist Hospital of Kentucky and 
the hospital 's administrator to recog
nize the desire of the workers to be 
represented by a union. 

There you have the crux of the 
matter : CWA, with its long record of 
community commitment and in
volvement, is in the picture to stay 
because we believe that justice on 
the job is being denied to a very 
deserving group of people-while 
hospital authorities have dug in to 
fight because they view our actions 
as nothing more than harassment. 

But the authorities are missing a 
vital point. The workers have union
ized-and CWA is the union they 
have chosen . We are proud of the 
trust and confidence they have 
placed in us, and we have com
mitted our energies and resources 
to their struggle, as well as our hearts 
and minds. 

These workers have given an 
amazing demonstration of their si n
cerity and dedication, refusing to be 
driven away by the cold, narrow and 
ungenerous trea tment they have re
ceived from the day their intention 
to join the union became apparent. 

These underpaid and mistreated 
people, practically all women , almost 
every one of the hospital 's nonpro
fessional employees, came to CWA 
as long ago as September of 1971 
for help . All they ask is for justice on 
the job. 

CWA has served communications 
workers in the Pikeville area fairly 
and responsibly for more than 30 
years. We were there, we were their 
neighbors, and it was only natural 
that they should turn to us for help . 

Their plea was strong and moving 
in its simplicity. They were up 
against management attitudes that 

we thought had disappeared from 
the American scene generations ago. 

They sought to awaken their em
ployer-this Methodist-run institu
tion presumably in the business of 
serving humanity-to the injustice 
of intolerable working conditions. 

Many of them had worked for 
years for pitiful wages. They were 
denied the right to seek promotion. 
They had no pension opportunity. 
They were at the mercy of their 
supervisors' whims. They worked up 
to nine days at a time without over
time pay. They had no job security. 
And even though they worked for 
the hospital , they had seriously in
adequate hospi ta l insurance. 

For several months following the 
decision of the workers to have 
CWA as their bargaining agent, we 
tried to gain the attention of the 
Hospital Board elected by the Ken
tucky Annual Conference of the 
United Methodist Church . 

More than 200 non-professional 
employees of the United 
Methodist Hospital of Kentucky 
are on strike. 



We ca refully assembled the facts, 
through long hours of interviewing 
and note-taking. Repeated ly, we 
have sought the Hospital Manage
ment's attention to the sense of in
justice felt by nurses' aides, house
keepers, maintenance workers, or
derlies, ward clerks, admissions 
clerks, food service workers and 
medical technicians. 

The Hospital responded to the 
Union's initial request for recogni
tion as representative chosen by the 
workers. Their answer was blunt. 

In short, it said : " It is the position 
of the (Methodist Hospital) Board 
that union representation is not con
sistent with the purposes of the in
stitution." 

This was followed by reprisals 
against two workers who were 
deeply involved in the union activi
ties : they were fired . 

There was soon no alternative but 
to strike, for the hospital administra
tion refused to I is ten to their em
ployees' complaints, refused to 
allow Kentucky State officials to 
mediate, and even refused a pro
posal that a representation election 
be held under the supervision of 
three Methodist clergymen. 

And so the strike began on June 
10, 1972, and we of CWA have car
ried on an intensive campaign of 
information to gain the understand
ing and support of all who will listen 
-not just concerned Methodists but 
to all men and women of good will 
in every part of the country. 

The situation of the hospital work
ers cries out for a prompt solution 
that is fair to all concerned-to the 
employees, to the hospital, and to 
the public. 

There have been repeated efforts 
by various individuals and groups to 
provide a way out for hospital au
thorities, but all efforts so far have 
apparently been in vain . 

A go lden opportunity was lost 
when the Hospital Board · rejected 
the opportunity presented in a state
ment last Easter by the Counci I of 
Bishops of the United Methodist 
Church at their semi-annual meet
ing in Washington, D. C. 

The Bishops' statement at that 
time commended the efforts of Bish
op Frank L. Robertson of the Louis
ville Area for his efforts to settle the 
strike and accepted his invitation to 
"vis it Pi keville and confer with all 
parties concerned to urge acknowl
edgement of the union chosen by 
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the workers, to open negotiations 
with that union (Communications 
Workers of America) and to bargain 
in good faith .... " 

The Bishops' resolution drew high 
praise from CWA President Joseph 
A. Beirne who along with other 
union officials and Pikeville hospital 
str ikers themselves had greeted the 
Bishops at Washington 's Statler Hil 
ton Hotel with an informational 
picket line reminding them of the 
Church 's stated " Social Principles of 
the United Methodist Church." 

" The historic tradition of justice 
and love for humankind within the 
United Methodist Church is truly 
visible here," Beirne said . 

" The moral lift they have given 
our cause in Pikeville will be good 
for the hospital itself, for the work
ers who are involved, and for the 
entire community." 

Unfortunately, the high spirits of 
the CWA president were premature. 

Upon hearing of the Bishops' ac
tion, one of the Hospital Board 
members immediately told the news 
media in Pikeville that the Council 
of Bishops had " no authority on the 
subject. " 

A delegation of three Bishops sent 
to Pikeville were unable to resolve 
the situation-the hospital working 
toward a " company union" with in
dications of a representation elec
tion in a year which would effective
ly exclude the strikers as contrasted 
to the union proposals for a period 
of negotiations and then arbitration 
of any remaining issues, resulted in 
failure . 

And so the strike continues with 
picketing at the hospital 24 hours a 
day aimed at the sole purpose of 
achieving union recognition. 

Recently violence flared on the 
line-directed at a woman picket 
and resulting in the arrest of a non
striker and in the union's asking 
Kentucky Governor Wendell Ford 
to " call upon the Board of Directors 
of the Hospital to meet with union 
representatives and himself person
ally in a further effort in resolving 
the strike." 

The governor previously has re
fused to intervene on the grounds 
that he does not have the authority 
to do so. 

Although the strike actually began 
in June 1972, a majority of the ap
proximately 240 nonprofessionals at 
the hospital first approached the 
union in September 1971 , citing 

their grievances with the hospital 
administration as the basis of their 
need for union protection. 

For example: 
Suppose for a moment you were a 

hospital worker, performing what 
can at best be described as distaste
ful tasks at pitifully low wages. 
You 've worked at your job nine days 
straight without a day off even 
though you didn 't want to. 

Then after nine consecutive days 
on the job, a family crisis requires 
that you lose a night's sleep. 

The following morning you call 
your employer to ask for the day 
off, explaining the situation . 

You are told that you must come 
to work, and you do-although you 
arrive late. You are summarily dis
charged with the explanation , "You 
seem to think your family is more 
important than your job." 

Does it sound far-fetched? It may, 
but it happened to an employee of 
the United Methodist Hospital of 
Kentucky. 

Or there was the case of the 
nurses' aide who worked in the 
emergency room for years before 
asking for a transfer so she could 
gain additional experience with an 
eye toward promotion and higher 
pay. 

" If you're going to work in this 
Hospital ," she was told by a super
visor, " you ' re going to stay in the 
emergency room." 

The CWA charges that it is just 
this type of disregard of human 
rights-this kind of callous disregard 
of the simplest of human aspirations 
- that precipitated the tragic situ
ation which must now be faced . 

Perhaps the strike was best 
summed up last February by the 
Commission on Religion on Appa
lachia . 

" The spectacle of the Hospital 
bearing the name of, and claiming 
affiliation with, a major Protestant 
denomination refusing to negotiate 
in good faith with a legitimate orga
nization of its workers is bringing 
the Christian Church into disrepute 
in the eyes of all workers and all 
low-income people throughout Ap
palachia . 

" We recognize that a defect in 
the National Labor Relations Act ex
cluding hospital workers from 
coverage gives a semblance of legal
ity to the refusal of the Hospital to 
bargain in good faith with its em
ployees. 
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" Neverthel€ss, in the face of the 
clear desire of its workers for union 
representation, we regard the recal
citrance of the hospital to negotiate 
with the union as a clear violation 
of the well-established Social Prin
ciples of the United Methodist 
Church of many years standing and 
as reaffirmed by action of the 1972 
General Conference. 

" Moreover, it constitutes an acute 
embarrassment to all segments of 
the Christian community." 

High-ranking Methodist church
men and women have been even 
more blunt in their criticisms. 

Dr. Shirley Greene, of the United 
Methodist Board of Global Minis
tries, made the following points in 
his report on the strike last Febru
ary to the United Methodist Appa
lachia Committee : 

*The strike is a genuine one. 
*The Hospital is in violation of 

United Methodist Social Principles. 
*The Kentucky Conference Board 

of Health and Welfare (United 
Methodist) has acted belatedly. 

*The Division of Health and Wel
fare of that Board of Global Minis
tries has been remiss in its failure 
to actively involve itself in the situ
ation . 

*The Kentucky Conference needs 
and should welcome outside help. 

*The United Methodist Appalachi
an Development Committee is fully 
justified in becoming involved in the 
situation as expression of its concern 
for the mission in Appalachia . 

Dr. Greene had one additional 

comment on the proposal for a 
" company union," terming it " most 
ill-advised ." 

" That approach to labor-manage
ment relations has been totally dis
credited for at least four decades," 
he emphasized. 

In the month following Dr. 
Greene's report, the Development 
Committee itself passed a resolution 
condemning the position of the Hos
pital's Board of directors and calling 
on Bishop Robertson and the Ken
tucky Annual Conference to insist 
that the Board members comply 
with the Social Principles of the 
United Methodist Church by bar
gaining in good faith with CWA 
Local 10317. 

The committee even went so far 
as to urge the Kentucky Conference 
to declare the Hospital Board vacant 
if members continued to refuse to 
bargain . That would clear the way 
for the Conference to appoint di
rectors committed . 

The Committee also recom-
mended the Board " be urged" to 
dismiss the hospital administrator 
" and to replace him with a person 
sensitive and sympathetic to bar
gaining." 

Almost since the beginning of the 
strike, the CWA has worked on the 
national level to have the benefits 
of the National Labor Relations Act 
extended to hospital workers which 
would have automatically ended the 
strike by forcing recognition of the 
union. There still are prospects for 
congressional action during this ses-

The strike has continued for a year a·nd a half. 

sion, according to Washington 
sources. Also, last March 21 , the 
CWA filed suit in a Federal court 
charging that the Hospital had vio
lated the workers' civi I rights. 

Although the strikers have been 
asked to make the greatest sacri
fices of al I, their needs have not 
gone unnoticed. They have been 
sustained by the CWA's National 
Defense Fund and by assistance of 
other Local Unions, individuals and 
groups throughout the United States. 

Ironically, a number of prominent 
members of the United Methodist 
Church have formed a Support Fund 
for the strikers. 

Nor has the strike escaped the at
tention of the news media, which 
has given it extensive coverage, no
tably in the Louisville Courier-Jour
nal , the Huntington, West Virginia 
Herald-Dispatch, and in other re
gional newspapers, as well as tele
vision and radio stations. 

The CWA's picketing of the Coun
ci I of Bishops last Easter was covered 
by all major television networks in 
the Nation's capital , and appeared 
on other stations across the country. 

It was at that time that CWA Presi
dent Beirne said in a message to the 
Pikeville strikers, that the " 550,000 
Communications Workers all over 
these United States are proud, ex
tremely proud of the people in Pike
ville for staying together .. . for 
understanding what the fight is all 
about, for having the strength and 
courage to fight for what they think 
is right. " • 



room for christmas 
" Home for the holidays" . . . 

magical words, warm, glowing, 
rounded words, words that express 
so much of the meaning of Christ
mas. " Home .. . home for the holi
days." 

A print by Currier and Ives : the 
huge sleigh draws up at the foot of 
the farmhouse steps, an open door 
framing a Christmas tree, warmly 
clad children leaping off into the 
arms of beaming grandparents, 
parents still wrapped in furs and 
rugs clasping hands and smiling, a 
dog welcoming everyone and every
thing, horses breathing mist into the 
frosty air, lights in windows, holly 
wreaths on the doors, smoke from 
the chimneys, snow all around , and 
you can almost smell those fresh
baked mince pies . 

Yes, " home for the holidays" is 
a wonderful , a precious and power
ful dream . Consequently it seems 
strangely out of place when we read , 
in those words we have cherished 
from childhood, that Jesus himself, 
the cause, or at least the excuse, for 
all this festivity, Jesus was not 
" home for the holidays." 

And Mary gave birth to her first-born 
son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths, and laid him in a man ger, 
because there was no place for them 
in the inn . 

Jesus was born on that first Christ
mas in a strange town, his parents 
ordered to journey far from their 
home by the imperial edict of a 
foreign ruler. Jesus was born on that 
first Chri stmas in a lonely cow-shed , 
because the t imes were so busy, so 
much travelling to-and-fro on the 
orders of the occupying Roman re
gime, that there was no room for 
him in the inn . 

In this season when so many are 
making preparations for journeys : 
preparing either to receive travellers, 
or to set out on their own journeys, 
home for the holidays, looking for 
Christmas ; it is, perhaps, important 
to ask what this ironic little detail in 
the Chri stian tradition might have to 
say to us. What could it mean, what 
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is the significance of the fact that 
there was no place, no " home for 
the holidays," no room in the inn 
even, for Jesus the Christ? 

No room .. . no room . . . the 
cry of the innkeeper of Bethlehem . 
A familiar cry still in these United 
States of America in the decade of 
the 1970s. For we live in a time of 
no room . We see this, we express 
this so clearly in the way we organ
ize our society. We are a people 
obsessed with room , with space, 
and the ownership of space, and the 
conquering of space. Indeed, last 
Christmas at this very moment three 
men were far from home, circling 
above us, staking a claim in our 
name to room, to space, moon 
space, dead space, sterile, dusty, 
lifeless space ; but nevertheless 
space, and therefore, so we claimed , 
worth the claiming. 

We need the room , you see. We 
need more land, more soil , we are 
even trying to control the seas. We 
seek space in order to parcel it out, 
to label it, to possess it and fill it 
up and thus control it. " Property," 
" land," " real estate" : heavy words, 
words of substance and power to a 
space-obsessed civi I ization . 

And we feel , deep down I suspect 
we cherish the dream that if we can 
somehow conquer space-sufficient 
space-if we can somehow pile up 
enough space controlling things to 
fully ocupy our space, then we will 
be in control. And then, somehow, 
that other, far more mysterious, far 
more elusive and uncontrollable ele
ment, Time, may even be within our 
grasp : and with it, (who knows?), 
immortality. 

" Only give me enough space, and 
I will have time" is our creed . Only 
enough possessions, enough labor
saving, time-reducing, cost-diminish
ing appliances, and finally we will 
have time to really enjoy life. So the 
heap grows taller and wider, the 
clutter deepens, the garbage spreads. 
And especially at Christmastime, in 
celebration of the birth of one who 
was born with nothing, and when 
he died owned only the robe on 





,I 

"We seek to fill every vacant inch, every possible need, every conceivable lack . An rel 

his back, we seek to buy ourselves 
everything . .. to fill in every vacant 
inch, every possible need, every 
conceivable lack. 

And the result . .. no room ... 
no room . No room for beaches. 
Where are the long prospects of 
miles upon miles of open sand and 
shore that the people of this country 
could and should rejoice in? Apart 
from a few last oases, they are either 
restricted and controlled by the 
greed of private individuals and 
clubs ; or they are polluted beyond 
all pleasure by the greed of our cor
porate society. 

No room ... no room for trees. 
I suppose it is still possible in this 
vast land to rejoice in the freedom 
of walking on pine needles, catching 
sunlight through the branches or 
reflected on still forest pools. But 
not for long. The trees are going fast. 
And now ai newsprint " shortage," 
like the earlier gasoline " shortage," 
adds to the pressure to despoil what 
is left of natural beauty, so that we 
might be bothered by bigger and 
better advertising supplements. 

No room ... no room for solitude 
and quiet. Oh, yes, there are still 
spots here and there where, if he 
hunts hard enough, a human being 
can escape the machines, can get 
away from the din of the super
highway, the blare of canned music, 
the intrusion of the telephone, the 
loudspeaker, the airplane. But not 
for much longer. For the highways 
and the machines are on top of us, 
the racket level is escalating, the 
communication is total , but it is im
possible to hear it and there is noth
ing to communicate anyway. 

And thi!i is not just New York, 
New Jersey, California or even the 
USA. This is the world . Sooner or 
later, and probably sooner, there 
will be no room ... no room for 
people. Unless the bombs can clear 
a space. 

But it is not only in our society 
and our civilization that we recog
nize the cry of " no room." In our 
personal lives too, the innkeeper of 
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Bethlehem strides busily back and 
forth muttering his litany " no room 
... no room ... no room ." 

Our lives, our days and hours are 
pre-occupied, booked in advance
sorry no vacancies. Must prepare for 
this, must study for that, must work 
now, must play now, must go now, 
must . .. Everything with a purpose. 
Everything with a direction. Every
thing with a goal , and a schedule, 
and a plan for getting there ... and 
fast . .. as fast as humanly possible, 
if not faster. 

But--strange and threatening as 
the thought may be-maybe, in the 
last account, we have no purpose. 
Or, if we have one, maybe it is at 
best secondary to something far 
more important; and that is simply 
being .. . being alive, being human, 
being ourselves, with others, in the 
world. 

" Consider the lilies how they 
grow" said someone for whom we 
had no room a long time ago, " They 
toi I not, neither do they spin, and 
yet I tell you that even Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of these." Consider the world 
around us, within us ; the utter use
lessness, the splendid superfluity of 
snow and flowers and humming
birds, music and poetry, wind and 
color, shape and stars. Oh! if we 
could have organized it all we would 
have done it much more neatly, 
much more splendidly, much more 
economically and efficiently. Thank 
God! .. Thank God we have not 
yet succeeded! 

Our colleges and high schools, 
this great American dream of a good 
society through education, surely 
they should have something to do 
with " being" and not always with 
" doing." Instead of the constant 
pressure to choose a career, to set 
a complete and final direction for 
life, perhaps we should be teaching 
our youth the importance of having 
-at times-no purpose, but instead, 
bearing a meaning. Might it not be 
that those things that are most 
meaningful are also those things that 

are most purposeless? 
We study the Humanities. Yet find 

so little time to be human. We study 
the Arts, yet the fine art of living 
seems to have escaped us . . . the 
Sciences, yet we do not know the 
most basic fact, that we can know 
nothing if we do not know our own 
selves. 

Educators nowadays carry on end
less debates about the purpose of 
higher education . Perhaps, suicidal 
though it might be to admit it in 
this purpose-tyrannized society, edu
cation has no purpose, other than 
to witness to the fact that not every
thing has to have a purpose. The 
most fundamental things we know : 
friendship, play, love and sexuality, 
creativity and death, just are ... just 
are. 

No room ... no room to be ... 
no room for meaning ... no room 
... no room . So we go on , hunting 
for the gift of Christmas among the 
wrappings, the tinfoil, the filler of 
life. We go on , don' t we?, filling 
ourselves up with emptiness, till we 
explode like the lead balloons we 
have become. We go on trying to 
cover everything, until everything 
covers us ; filling up spaces, pasting 
in cracks, leaving no gaps un
stopped, trying to be sure that all is 
in hand, all is under control , that 
nothing can break through to dis
turb us, shock us, make us cry, or 
laugh, or jump the moon ; until 
death pulls its final, unscheduled 
trick, and there is no room for us. 

Yet Christ was born in Bethlehem, 
in a manger, of a woman whom no
one would believe was a virgin. 
Christ was born into a world of no 
room. And Christmas, Christmas still 
does come, if you can only find it, 
if you can only find the room for 
it . .. room for Christmas. It comes, 
as usual , more often to mangers, 
Salvation Army Hostels and refugee 
camps than to Holiday Inns, but it 
still does come. A new-born baby
the most perfectly useless gift of all 
creation-tells us this. The Christ
child still does come like a basket 
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h ·esult . . . no room for trees ... no room for solitude . .. no room for people ." 

left on the doorstep of the orphan
age which is the human heart. 

So move over ... make room for 
Christmas, room for each other, 
room for yourself, room for God to 
be born in us, and through us. Open 
up a few Advent windows, and 
leave them that way for Lent and 
Easter. Rediscover the ancient and 
sacred blessing of hospitality this 
season ; but hospitality not only to 
friends and fami:y and relations
those who come bearing gifts and 
comfort and joy. Let us scrap that 
old Currier and Ives print-or at 
least cover it over for Christmas with 
The New York Times list of the 
neediest cases in the city. Let us re
call that Christ came as a refugee, 
and delay no longer to make room 
in our world for the millions left 
homeless by our policies, our police 
actions, our prosperity. 

Let us rediscover the ancient 
blessing of hospitality in our homes, 
in our lives, in our priorities, our 
bank accounts, our hearts. Hospital
ity, above all else to the stranger, 
for in so doing, we know not whom 
we will be welcoming. 

An old Celtic rune from the island 
of Iona, off the west coast of Scot
land, sings thus: 

I saw a stranger yestreen 
I put food in the eating place 
drink in the drinking place 
music in the music place 

and in the sacred name of the 
Triune 

He blessed myself and my house 
my cattle and my dear ones 
and the lark said in her song 
Often, often, often 
goes the Christ in the stranger's 

guise. 

So may this blessing, this blessing 
of hospitality, of the Christ-child in 
our midst, of room for Christmas 
and all that it contains, be with us 
in this Christmas season, and for
ever.• 

/ . Barrie Shepherd is chaplain, Wes t
minster Church at the College of 
Wooster, Wooster, Ohio . 

"Let us recall that Christ came as a refugee, and delay no longer to make room in 
our world for the millions left homeless by our policies, ou r police actions, our 
prosperity." 



wi· 
tef 
op 
of 



LETTERS OVERSEAS 
MEXICO 

One of the musts for the present
day missionary is to leave the work 
that has been done so it does not 
depend on the leaving missionary. 
This is what we have tried to do 
with the literacy work in Amayal
tepec, the clinic in Jojutla, the co
operatives and the extension courses 
of the Seminary. 

In one of our first letters we had 
mentioned Pedro Ortiz, an Aztec 
Indian, who was teaching Nancy his 
language in exchange for literacy 
classes. A follow-up story is that 
when the villagers saw that Pedro 
could read they too wanted to learn. 
So both of us went with Professor 
Francisco Aguilar of Alfalit to teach 
a course on reading similar to the 
Laubach Method. 

Amayaltepec is a community of 
one thousand inhabitants. It is situ
ated half way between Mexico City 
and Acapulco. The last lap of the 
trip was two hours by burro. No 
roads lead to the village, there is no 
electricity, no water, no sanitation 
facilities, no school , no medical at
tention. There is just a cluster of 
huts with Indians living as they have 
for centuries without benefit of any 

modern conveniences. One half or 
more of the diet is corn in the form 
of tortillas. The infant mortality rate 
is very high and frequent epidemics 
keep the population down . 

We went to help solve one prob
lem but found so many others. We 
feel this would be a worthy project 
location for rugged work caravans. 

The Planned Parenthood Clinic 
has been in operation since June 2. 
The government agency of The 
Study of the Population has taken 
over the running expenses of paying 
the woman doctor, nurse and social 
visitor and rent of the building. 

The pig project has three coopera
tives and ten pigs have been do
nated to each of the churches in 
Jojutla and Tlaquiltenango. Giving 
the pigs to the churches is to help 
them in achieving self support. The 
Ejiditario owners of two towns have 
asked to start cooperatives. 

The seminary extension courses 
finished for this year with six receiv
ing diplomas and five, certificates. 
The extension program will be ex
tended to include the Baptists, Epis
copalians and Presbyterians. 

As we look across the three years 
spent in Mexico, we are grateful for 
the guidance, inspiration and care 
of our Lord . 

Russell and Nancy Sargent 

Russell and Nancy Sargeant are now 
on a leave of absence as miss ionaries . 
He is serving as pastor of a United 
Methodist Church in Margaretville, New 
York . 

JAPAN 
We feel very fortunate to work 

with a pastor who has really inte
grated us into the life of the church . 
The church is beginning work with 
the area's "kagiko" -children who, 
because their parents both work, 
must wander around the streets with 
their door key (" kagi " ) tied around 
their necks. Some of them are too 
small to open the door even with a 
key. We hope to provide a place for 
the children to be off the streets, a 
bit of " sesame street" type pre-

school education for the younger 
ones, and school help for the school 
youth. 

Our church is now the headquar
ters of the Osaka branch of " Life 
Line," a telephone counseling ser
vice originated in Australia by con
cerned Methodists. Our branch will 
serve Southern Japan and, if the ex
perience of the Tokyo branch is any 
indication, we can expect to receive 
from 100-200 calls a day on our 
three phones. These calls come from 
persons with needs ranging from the 
need of the elderly to have some
one with whom to talk, to the des
perate call of one contemplating 
suicide. Of course, this is an ecu
menical venture and we are pleased 
to be able to help, not only by pro
viding a place for the headquarters, 
but also by providing counselors 
from our congregation . (It takes 4-
6 months to train to be a counselor 
and one serves on the average of 
once each two weeks for ei.ght 
hours.) 

When it came time to train coun
selors, a small notice was placed in 
the paper. From that small notice 
came over 60 applicants who have 
finished the training and are ready 
to begin their work! So let us not 
forget that there are still many per
sons who want to help others as we 
can provide them suitable opportu
nities. 

Another encouraging note hap
pened wh en we were out collecting 
money for the fund to combat lep
rosy. In the usual Japanese custom, 
we were standing alongside a busy 
street with signs asking late evening 
shoppers to contribute. The passers
by were fairly receptive to our plea. 
But what really impressed me was an 
old lady, a rag picker. She stopped 
pulling her cart loaded with card
board boxes, slowly read the sign 
and from a battered purse pulled a 
generous contribution and hurried 
away. I was reminded of the story of 
the poor widow at the temple who 
was praised by Jesus because she 
gave from her want. 

Jim and Judy Fiske and Family 

United Methodist missionaries, they 
are both engaged in church develop
ment in Kobe. 
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THE IDEA OF COD AND HUMAN 
F REEDOM, by Wolflrnrt Pannenberg. 
Translated by R. A. Wilson. Philadel
phia 1973: The \Vestminster Press, 
213 pages, $6.95. 

For most of the century, dominant 
voices in Christian theology have re
jected arguments for belief in God and 
based their convi tion instead upon 
God's pecial, self-authenticating revela
tion in Jesus !wist. Karl Barth, among 
others, at times joined with non-believers 
who criticized the philo ophical sup
ports for belief in God. He used the in
adequacy of philosophical argument as 
further e idence of our need to cling to 
th self-revelation of God, the Wholly 
Other, who has made himself known 
solely through Jesus Christ. 

The con equence of this emphasis, ac
cording to \Volfhart Pannenberg, is 
serious cro ion in the idea of God itself. 
If there is not a shred of evidence fo r 
the reality of God apart from God's 
revelation in Jesus Christ, then belief 
depends upon a nanow, subjective basis, 
i.e., the inward assurance that Jesus' 
words abou t God are true. But on what 
basis are we to believe Jesus' teaching? 
On his human authority alone? Unless 
there is some common basis upon which 
to believe that God is the encompassing 
reality with whom all people must come 
to terms, then Jesus' teachings them
selves are subject to radical questioning. 

Pannenberg believes that the denial 
of any basis for understanding God apart 
from special revelation has come to its 
natural result in some of the recent 
"death of God" theology. He attempts 
to reverse this trend by pressing the case 
for the idea of God as a credible and 
necessary condition for human .freedom. 
Pannenberg believes that the core of 
the debate with atheis ts is the interpre
tation of human freedom: "Does the 
human being assume transcendent reali ty 
in his/ her act of freedom, or does the 
idea of God preclude such freedom?" 
In contrast to Nietschze, Hartmann, and 
Sartre who take the second option, 
Pannenberg answers that the idea of 
God is not the denial of human freedom 
but its ground and necessary condition. 

Jn the act of freedom we transcend 
ourselves, he argues; we reach beyond 
that which is. Therefore, the source of 
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freedom must be something or someone 
other than that which already exists. 
That which transcends the present reality 
cannot be based on already existing, 
static entities, a being confined by what 
is. Should God be viewed in this man
ner, the possibility of human freedom 
would be excluded since such an om
nipotent and omniscient one would de
termine all other reality. 

Pannenberg, therefore, concludes that 
both the reality of human freedom and 
the reality of God demand that we re
gard God as "the origin of freedom, as 
the reality which makes possible the 
subjectivity of man." Viewed in this 
light, God can be identified fully neither 
with th past nor the present ; rather, as 
the reality of the future, God represents 
that which is not yet existent, and yet 
. . . already determines present experi
ence, at least the present experience of 
beings who-like man-are orientated 
towards the future and always experi
ence their present and past in the light 
of a future which they hope for or which 
they fear. Thus the future is real, al
though it does not yet exist. 

This view of God is witnessed to, Pan
nenberg contends, in Jesus' teaching 
about the Kingdom which at once is 
coming and at the same time now ap
pears in our midst . We cannot say that 
it now exists, yet it already influences 
the present. This view of God reconciles 
belief in God with the concrete experi
ence of human freedom. 

This book is not easily read. The con
tents, wri tten over a period of four years, 
are unequal in length, complexity, and 
direct bearing on the theme announced 
in the title. They represent addresses, 
essays, and even a lengthy response to 
another book. The reader would be well 
advised to read chapters 2 through 6 
which formed the text of a separate 
Gern 1an publication in 1971. 

Pannenberg's effort to establish some 
basis for the credibility of God in the 
common experience of the race is a sig
nifican t one. Jn an increasingly pluralis
tic environment, wi th fewer people pre
disposed to accept the truth claims of 
Christian fai th, some context for discuss
ing the reality of God as understood in 
Christian faith must be found·. Pannen
berg here has addressed what he takes 
to be the core of contemporary atheism 
and has addressed it in a manner which 
engages the concern of contemporary 
men and women for the future-with all 
its precariousness and promise. 

We must question, however, whether 
or not he has located the core of con
temporary atheism and addressed it con
vincingly. It is at least questionable 
whether human freedom is an illuminat
ing and common experience of persons 
today. If there were such an experience, 
along wi th the possibility of an open 

future, the idea of God might be more 
credible to our contemporaries. Those 
who find the idea of God incredible are 
in many cases likely to be the very per
sons who sense the absence of freedom, 
who fell the compulsion to elect be
tween meaningless alternatives in a uni
verse which seems devoid of meaning, 
purpose, or promise. It is in fact more 
likely to be the pervasive sense of mean
inglessness, the want of any conception 
of what the idea of God might mean, 
rather than the deleterious effects of 
God upon human freedom, which con
stitutes the major obstacle to belief to
day. 

On the other hand, Pannenberg's 
work in this volume and in previous ones 
is laden with significance for theologies 
developing within struggles for freedom 
and dignity. His emphasis upon God as 
the giver of freedom coming to us in the 
present out of the future is quite con
sonant with some of these struggles and 
with the theological perspective which 
is coming from them. 

This may provide us a clue. It may be 
that the realities of faith wiJI become 
credible for this generation in connection 
with our labors for global survival and 
for human fulfillment with justice. In
tegration of this struggle with reflection 
in faith may yield more conviction than 
the most thorough analysis of the con
ventional obstacles to Christian faith . If 
we can integrate the experience of these 
global struggles with the distinctive ap
proaches of Pannenberg in this volume, 
illuminating our involvement with faith 
and deepening our faith through involve
ment, we will have advanced signifi
cantly toward a deeper understanding 
both of our human freedom and the God 
who is its Ground and Source. 

NEAL F. FISHER 

BISHOP TO ALL PEOPLES, by Arthur 
J. Moore. Nashville, Tenn., 1973: 
Abingdon Press ; 144 pages, $5.95. 

This volume is a fascinating and 
heart-warming story of the life and ser
vice of one of the most remarkable 
leaders produced by Methodism in the 
United States. It is a story the outlines 
of which the pens of Horatio Alger or 
G. A. Henty could well have dramatized 
for the edification and inspiration of 
youth. But only the bare outline of an 
active life is depicted here, while most 
of the autobiography is given over to the 
observations, the philosophy, and the 
interpretations gathered in a worldwide 
ministry of over half a century. In its 
observations of life, of people, of events, 
and in its revelation of the mind and the 
spirit of the author, it is reminiscent of 
Benjamin Franklin's class ic autobiogra
phy. 

The boy who was destined to become 
one of the leading evangelists, mission-
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ary admini strators, and bishops of mcr
ican lcthod ism, was born in Argyl , 
near \ aycross, Georgia, to par nls 
whose fa mili •s "had f It th lash of the 
po crt of the outhland fo llowing its 
def at in the War Between th States ." 
In tou hing tribute to his parents, he 
writes: " n wishes tha t he could put 
into the re ord all the ideals and inAu
enc s so nobly lived and so faithfull y 
defend ed by his parents .... My dea r 
parents inspired me, comforted me, 
g aid d m , and taught me never to ac
cept failur without protest in an effort 
lo b ttcr a situa tion .... My home was 
an illustratior , I think, of how one can 
be c onomicall poor but rich in every 
oth r way of determining a good life." 

As a boy of seventeen, Arthur Moore 
was given a job as a Aagman on th ra il
road . few years later, he was united 
in marriage to fartha 1ac0 onald , a 
school tea her in Waycross. Of the in
Auenc of his wife (who died in 1964 ), 
he says: "There simply is no combination 
of words I know which could d scribe 
th inAuence of this lovely }.lartha who 
became my wife and remained my com
panion and guide for fifty-eight years. 
My dramatic conversion when I was 
twenty-one was due more to her win
some hristian faith than to the words 
the preacher uttered . . . . o situation 
s em d to ba ffl e her; no trial was severe 
enough to overthrow her faith ." 

At the suggestion of his wife, the 
biographer says, he attended an evan
geli tic m eting in the First Methodist 

hurch of \Vaycross, where the visiting 
preacher was the Rev. Charles M. Duna
way. He not s: "1 ever had I ever heard 
a sermon o completely addressed to me. 

t th con lusion of the sermon when 
the prea her made a call for those who 
needed hrist to go forward and kneel 
at th altar for prayer, I went and had it 
out with my conscience and with the 
promptings of th Hol y Spirit. I decided 
whi le kneeling at that altar to make a 
full and irr vocable dedication of my 
life to hrist." 

In that same year ( 1909) Arthur 
i\ loor was licensed to preach by the 

outh Georgia Conference and assigned 
to "Townsend and Jones." At the end 
of the year of ministry there, he en
rolled in Emory ollege. After two suc
ces ful pas torates- an Antonio, Texas, 
and Birmingham, labama, where his 
r putation grew as an evangelist, he was 

lected a bi hop and assigned to sup r
vision of the PaciSc oast conferences 
of th 1 thodist Church, South. Four 
year later, he was named to head his 
Church's mission conferences in hina 
Japan, Korea, Belgium, Cz choslovakia'. 
Poland, and the Belgian ongo. "As I 
look back,'' he says, "that (a signment ) 
wa the greate t thing that e r hap
pened tom ." 

In 1960, on the eve of r tirement, the 
Board of Miss ions presented to Bishop 
}. loorc a plaque that paid tribute to his 
years of hristian service. 

Chapters in Bishop to ll Peoples re
count (among others): the gifts God and 
the Church bestow d upon the author; 
The world vision of the hurch; "Pil
grims l have met on the way"; the 

hu rch's "bold spiritual adventur " in 
the fi eld of missions; "Preach th Word"; 
"Memorie too pr cious to be left be
hind"; "With und ying hope"; "Home to 
Georgia." 

Speaking of his own growth in faith , 
Bishop Moor writes : "I began my min
is try under the great inAuence of some 
devout people who beli eved that almost 
e erything in the world was bad and 
that it was g ttin g steadily worse-that 
th e world was moving toward some ca
tas trophic convulsion that would be ac
companied by the phys ical return of our 
Lord . When I was given these vas t as
signm nts and staggering responsibilities, 
I d iscovered that, for me, this was not 
a satisfying theology. While preaching 
one day, I said, ' o man can believe in 
the sovereignty of God and not believe 
in the ultimate supremacy of righteous
ness.' That day I threw away my pessi
mistic theology." 

Of experiences in Asia, Africa, and 
Europe, he writes: "With these experi
ences and responsibilities, one could not 
long survive on doubt and fear. He must 
believe a.I I the while that Christ is suffi
cient for the individual, for the nation, 
for the world . To proclaim and defend 

hrist's way of life constitutes more 
than a duty. It is a glad and tiiumphant 
serv ice in which we must never weary. 
God has something to do with man, and 
he means to do it! 1 o combination of 
evils can ever defeat his purpose. Some
time and somewhere, out of this night 
of savagery and materialism, God will 
make for himself a brave, new world. 

hrist never doubted the ultimate 
triumph of his gospel. We, too, must 
not be afraid." 

And of the challenge of the present
day world to the church, he says: "There 
appear to be but two possible courses 
of action before the church : one is to 
yield slowly, a little there and a little 
here, to the paralyzing circumstances 
with which it is surrounded . The other 
is to get a more tenaciou hold on the 
everlas ting certainties and inaugurate a 
bold spiritual offensive. One is to feel 
that the church is in a battle that might 
be lost ; the other is to feel that it is in 
the service of the King Triumphant." 

w. w. R E ID 

Neal F. Fisher is planning director for 
the 1ational Division, United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries . ... W . W . 
Reid is a regular reviewer. 

AM ESTY OR EXILE?, produced and 
di rected by Marvin Bernstein for the 
Broadcast and Film Commission, a
tional Counci l of Churches. Rental 
$25. 

The issue of amnesty isn't getting 
much of a splash these days-though 
the American publ ic is being asked to 
forgive and forget a lot of high crimes. 

Louise Ransom, Gold Star mother and 
author of the article, "Home for Christ
mas,'' in this issue, asks us not to forget 
the thousands of Americans who live 
with the stigma and sorrow of being 
outside the law for resisting or deserting. 

Christmastime is a good time to take a 
fresh look at the qu estion of amnesty and 
this film , still timely though released in 
1972, deals with amnesty in a fa ir and 
even-handed manner. 

Through a series of succinct inter
views, the 35-minute black and white 
documentary explores such controversies 
as whether the exiles in Canada were 
motivated by repu lsion at the Vietnam 
war (as the exiles claim ) or were simply 
running away from problems or dis
ciplinary action. 

Most moving interview is with a de
serter who had joined the Anny as an 
act of patriotism, took part in mass rape 
of two Vietnamese girls, then was over
whelmed with guilt and disillusionment 
when the crime went unpunished . 

In addition to case studies of the 
exiles, there a re excerpts from Edward 
Kennedy's S nate sub-committee hear
ings on amnesty, with pro and con 
testimony, an interview with Congress
man Edward Koch of 1 ew York, who 
introduced amnesty legislation, a brief 
chat with parents of an exile, and seg
ments with a drill instructor. 

A lot of opinions on amnesty are 
voiced in the course of the film . A Gold 
Star fath er bitterly denounces it. Melvin 
Laird says discussion of amnesty must 
wait until American troops and POWs 
are home ( the only dated portion of the 
film ; but, by the way, is now the time to 
talk? ). An ACLU lawyer remarks ironi
cally that we can find reconciliation with 
the Chinese but not our own boys. Exile 
leaders in Canada at a press conference 
reject amnesty with an "alternative ser-

ice" stipul ation because of its implica
tion of guilt and call instead for "uncon
ditional, non-punitive amnesty." The 
narrator says that the 1 ational Council 
of Churches' position is that America 
should grant amnesty to all , not as for
giveness but as a "blessed act of ob-
livion" and healing. E.C. 
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OCTOBER ISSUE BROUGHT PRIDE 
The October issue has brought me great 

happiness and pride also in being of the 
Methodist group. 

IRS. ELlllER R. GOUDY 

Portland, Oregon 

UNCERTAINTY IN SARAWAK 
In your July-August number of New World 

Outlook, under "Sarawak," you carry a very 
interesting and informative notice regarding 
Christ Hospital, Kapit. 

We would just like to draw your attention 
to the fact that although negotiations are 
being carried on between the Medical Board of 
the Methodist Church and the government , no 
date has yet been set for the take-over of the 
hospital. 

You will realize with this state of uncertainty, 
it is difficult for the staff to keep a high morale. 

W e need, more than ever, your continued 
support-your interest and your prayers, as 
well as financial support. 

ROBERT B. McCLURE 
Kapit, Sarawak, Malaysia 

HOPE IN CHARLOTIE 
Mr. Caillard's account of how it fares with 

Charlotte, .C. and the good Judge McMillan 
("Charlotte : A Chance for Racial Progress," 
October ) provokes me to express a hope, not 
a very confident hope to be sure, that as you 
continue strongly to advocate causes I believe 
in , you may less and less tend to create a false 
hostility between these and other causes which 
I think are more friendly than not to the pur
poses you and I share. Judge McMillan, if 
I read him and Mr. Gaillard's account correct
ly, did his duty to uphold by means of a .dis
tasteful mechanism the right of every American 
child to receive as good an education as his 
community can afford him . He expected 
vilification, and he got it. He acted with cour
age. He took on an enemy in the minds of 
many men, and he seems to be winning his 
war without killing or even so much as hating 
the men. He is on thei r side too, and the side 
of their children, to the best of his ability to 
know what their true side is . 

Earlier, Mr. Gaillard inveighs against another 
judge, who imprisoned poor mothers for fraud 
in dealing with welfare authorities. I read the 
article when I am conscious of the fact that 
a not-so-poor citizen who pleaded nolo con
tendere to fraud in dealing with the IRS spends 
not an hour in jail and must pay a fine he can 
well afford out of gifts received. Mr. Gai llard 
and I, and I think you too , feel ourselves 
diminished by what happened to the mothers 
and their children. All of us are grateful for 
what was done by the Community of the Fel
lowship of Jesus. We are all dismayed by the 
"confusions and contradictions in" the welfare 
system of Charlotte and many another city and 
town. Judge Abernathy was depicted as such 
an unpleasant man that I am led to dislike him . 
And yet the bare facts show him performing 
his duty in a fashion essentially the same as 
Judge McMillan's fashion. I am in favor of the 
desegregation of schools even when the means 
for desegregation bring what feels ( to them ) 
like bitter trouble to families whose children 
are bussed . I think Gaillard and you agree. I 
am in favor of enforcing honest dealings with 
money, including money raised by taxes, even 
when the means for enforcement bring bitter 
trouble to families of thieves, whether the fam
ily be named Agnew or Anonymous. 

When Mr. Gaillard fails to recognize that the 
enforcement of honest dealings is a valid part 
of the picture of the poor Charlotte mothers, 

l.ctfcrs 

it seems to me he is creating a fa lse hostility 
between the compassionate and the morally 
concerned. His tendency is to polarize, to 
make morally concerned people into self-righ
teously ca llous people, who call compassionate 
people "bleeding hearts." Being at one and the 
same time compassionate and morally con
cerned may be too hard a job for some people, 
Cod forgive them! I wish it might not be too 
hard a job for you. 

The polarizations you record in your special 
report, "World Methodists Discuss Miss ions," 
make exciting reading, but they are their 
most disheartening when they exhibit a mutual 
mental blindness between two people confront
ing each other. Your quotation is dramatically 
beautiful when you give us the U.S. bishop 
saying, "She doesn't even have a kind word 
for love, bless her heart." You and I agree that 
when people like Canon Carr are willing to 
take leadership away from European and North 
American men, we should welcome the change 
and continue to give whatever support is still 
asked for and none that reinforces our own his
toric arrogance. I admit that it is sometimes 
hard to distinguish between spiritual arrogance 
and impatience with spiritual arrogance. 

I think it is conceivable, barely conceivable, 
that you might come to agree that what you 
call "ancestor worship," and the concerns that 
lead men to give a good part of their attention 
to the "discussion of how to raise funds to 
restore Wesley's chapel," are motives that are 
more likely to be ultimately friendly to the 
cause of sane communion with third-world peo
ple than hosti le. I think , that is fo say, people 
who care about the historical springs of our 
own religious concerns are more apt than not 
to care about a non-bigoted contemplation of 
the present problem. I concede that my experi
ence in this matter may have differed from 
yours. You well know Wesley's Chapel on City 
Road, and I guess you also know Southwark 
Cathedral , just across the Thames, situated ap
proximately where St. Saviour's was situated in 
Shakespeare's time. I went to a service at Wes
ley's Chapel, and the man whom I heard 
preach was Colin Morris. I wanted to stand 
and cheer, of course, but he sounded as if he 
belonged right there, civilizing us who did not 
really know how it was where he had been 
( Zambia ) . I went to Southwark Cathedral. I 
cannot sum up what I found by mentioning a 
spectacular name, but this place which drew 
me because of my propensity for ancestor wor
ship was a hotbed of activity ex tending into 
the immediate neighborhood and into the rest 
of the world. You would have approved. 

It is a newspapem1an's recour e when news 
is sparse, to find and fan a hostility, at the 
risk of polarizing people. I do not hope for you 
a riskless career, but I wish you would not 
make me your contemptible enemy because I 
like honest accounting and worship my an
cestors. I also eat rice. 

T. w. HERBERT 

Gainesville, Florida 

WORK WITH ILLITERATES 
Thank you for your recent article about 

Ruth Colvin' work with illiterates ("Teaching 
the One in Seven," October ). 

( REv.) ]AC K H . ARNOLD 

Richmond, Virginia 

INTEREST IN ALGERIA 
I read with a great deal of interest Ellen 

Clark's article, "Why Do They Stay in Al
geria?" in the September New World Outlook . 
And I believe that it would be an excellent 
source of information about the work here in 
Algeria for all who receive missionary ci rcular 
letters from Soon and me-and for that matter 
from anyone else working with the Board in 
this land. 

EDWIN c. BERC:MANN 

United Metthodist missionary 
Les Ouadhias, Grande Kabylie 
Algeria 

NO RIDICULE IN THE PHILIPPINES 
It is indeed a pity that your article, "MCC: 

The Church Comes Out," ( May), caused 
"shock" to a lady from Louisiana, a prayer that 
homosexuals would 'bow in true contrition" to 
Jesus ( this one from ew Jersey) , and ( the 
old standby ) "Homosexuality is sin" from a 
lady in (where else?) Kansas! (See letters 
pages, preceding issues.) 

The "mind and heart of the Christian world" 
( to quote the Louisiana lady ) is clearly stated 
in the New Testament by none other than Jesus 
himself : This I command you, to love one 
another (John 15: 17 ) . For homosexuals to 
'bow in true contrition" is the most unchristian 
attitude ever mentioned. "Bow in contrition" 
for what? For loving one another "as I have 
taught you to love"? It is a far more evil sin 
for the "Christian" church to ridicule, hate, 
despise, and loathe the homosexual. \.\There in 
the Bible does it say: Hate the Homosexual? 
Nowhere. 

We homosexuals have been told for years 
that we were sick, ill , doing what was con
demned, etc., etc. Well, we are sick of it and 
I, a gay activist, have come "out of the closet 
and into the streets." I might say that it is 
indeed a fa r more sinful thing for "Good Chris
tian missionaries" to tell us that we are sinners, 
thereby causing us to land in mental · asylums, 
living with a feeling of guilt and self-hatred 
than it is for us to practice our sexual way . 
What better way is there for living a Christian 
life than for one homosexual man to deeply 
and truly love another homosexual man? This 
type of life is not condemned in the Bible but 
condoned by many other churches than thP 
MCC. 

I am a loyal Episcopalian and have been 
for 20 years. At each church, my homosexuality 
has become known for I have spoken out for 
Cay Lib. and at no time has communion ever 
been denied to me. In fact , a San Francisco 
( California ) Episcopal church place a paid 
ad in a Cay Lib magazine called Vector telling 
us that we are wanted at that church. The 
church is called Church of the Advent of 
Christ the King. I think that you will find that 
the hatred and venom toward Cod' "sinners" 
are dying away and people are accepting us 
homosexuals for what we are-Cod's chil
dren here on earth to serve "in the stewardship 
that Cod hath called thee." 

To conclude, it is comforting to live here 
in the Philippines as homo exuality is very 
open and not ridiculed at all. Everyone at 
this University knows about me and no one has 
said anything against me at all . 

Please kindly publish this letter along with 
the other I wrote refuting the article "Is 
Democracy Dead in the Philippines?" 

Jo EPH HALPI 

Silliman University 
Dumaguete City, Philippines 
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00000000000 ~ 000 
QUAKER WORKERS SPEAK OUT 
FOR SOUTH VIET PRISONERS 

"Two hundred thousand political 
prisoners in South Vietnam are asking 
that they not remain forgotten people." 

This is the message of David and Jane 
Barton, physiotherapists who recently 
returned after two years as field direc
tors of the American Friends Service 
Committee's rehabilitation center at 
Quang Ngai. 

The center, which is four miles from 
Mylai, provides artificial limbs for war
injured civilians, about two-thirds of 
whom are women and children. There 
are an estimated 40-60,000 amputees in 
South Vietnam. 

In addition to treating quadraplegics 
and paraplegics and training Vietnamese 
workers, the Bartons made medical visits 
to prisoners. 

"The Paris peace accords guaranteed 
the release of prisoners," the Bartons 
remind American audiences. "But only 
a few thousand have been released." 
(Estimates of the number of prisoners 
vary. The respected Amnesty Interna
tional, which publicizes information on 
political prisoners of both right-wing and 
left-wing regimes, puts the figure at 70-
120,000.) 

"Most of the prisoners are not mem
bers of the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government, the so-called Vietcong," 
the Bartons argue. "Many are Buddhists 
or Catholics who spoke out for peace. 
In South Vietnam it is a crime to pro
mote neutralism." Unless South Vietnam 
releases the prisoners, the new coalition 
called for by the peace accords will not 
be able to function, they added. 

"One of our patients was a 71-year
old man who was arrested for working 
late-after 4 p.m.-in his fields; this was 
a suspicious activity. A boy was arrested 
for having two vials of penicillin-also 
suspicious. He said he was taking them 
to an ill relative. A girl was arrested 
for refusing to take part in a paramili 
tary unit. 

"POWS, like a woman who was 
caught with a gun, have been released 
since the Paris agreements. But another 
woman, who was arrested for simply 
buying what the police said was too 

VIETNAMESE PRISONER 

This 67-year-old woman was arrested for carrying rice in an insecure area. South Viet
namese police accused her of supplying the enemy. She was beaten and died shortly 
a~er this photograph was taken, by two physiotherapists who worked in South Vietnam. 
Thousands of prisoners remain detained despite the peace accords. 

much rice, remains in prison. 
"People can be held for two years 

without trial so their stories are not 
heard by a judge." 

Many of the prisoners they treated 
had been tortured, the Bartons said. 
They showed slides of persons manacled 
to beds, badly bruised, and gasping in 
what appeared to be hysterical seizures. 

The tortures, the Bartons said, con
sisted of hanging (known to the guards 
as the "airplane ride"), water torture 
(the "boat ride") , beating and electric 
shocks. Many of the patients had been 
permanently paralyzed or traumatized 
by torture, the Bartons said. 

The couple called for an immediate 
cut-off of the $20 million U.S. appropri
ation for South Vietnam's police and 
prisons. 

The Bartons said there will be a need 
for rehabilitation in South Vietnam for 
at least another generation and a half. 
Civilian casualties went up 30 percent 

in the months after the ceaseffre, they 
said. 

On their sole optimistic note, the 
Bartons reported that the Vietnamese 
are assuming increasing responsibility 
for operation of the Center ( though not 
financial responsibility ) and are intro
ducing such innovations as tan-colored 
limbs, wheelchairs made from bicycle 
parts, and "paddy legs," limbs specially 
designed for work in rice fields. 

wee SEEKS $1 MILLION 
TO AID CHILE REFUCEES 

A million dollars are needed to help 
some 13,000 refugees from different parts 
of Latin America leave Chile, according 
to the Emergencies Office of the World 
Council of Churches. The Council 
stressed the urgency of the situation 
since those refugees wishing to leave 
must do so by December 31. 

A National Refugee Committee, 
created by Catholic and Protestant 



"Where 
the world 
began" 

It's the ancient land of Byblos 
which gave its name to the Bible 
-the oldest town in the world, 
where 7 civilizat ions spanned 7 
centuries 

. .. of Baal beck, with its great 
temple that was one of the won
ders of the world 

. . . of Tyre , the " Metropolis of 
Phoenicia" in ages past. 

It's the modern land of Beirut, 
where the hotels are more luxu
rious but the rates less expensive. 

It's the port of the Holy Lands. 

Make sure your pilgrimage in
cludes at least three days in Leb
anon ... ''wheretheworld began ''. 

r-------------~--, 
Please send me information 
on the modern-ancient world 
of Lebanon . 

Address, ______ ___ _ 

City _ ___ ______ _ 

State Zip ___ _ 

~LEbANON~ 
Visit Lebanon ••• " where the world 
began" •.• and Is still thriving I 
Lebanon Tourist & Information Office 
405 Park Ave ., New Yark , N.Y. 10022 

L----------------~ 
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churches in Chile, is the only agency 
approved by the Chilean government to 
assist refugees wanting to leave the 
country. 

Parallel with the operation in Chile 
are refugee committees in Peru and Ar
gentina, where refugees have been ac
cepted by the governments. Churches in 
the United States have appealed to the 
American government to offer the refu
gees residence rights. 

A three-person WCC team flew to 
Latin America last month to help co
ordinate the international church effort 
to aid the refugees. The Rev. John Sin
clair, United Presbyterian synod execu
tive in the Midwest and former secretary 
for Latin America of the denomination, 
was the American member of the team. 

CLAIRE RANDALL ELECTED 
NCC CENERAL SECRETARY 

The Governing Board of the National 
Council of Churches has elected Claire 
Randall, associate director of Church 
Women United, to succeed Dr. R. H . 
Edwin Espy as General Secretary. 
When she takes office January 1 she will 
be the first woman in the council's top 
executive spot in its 23-year history. 

In other actions at its October meet
ing, the NCC endorsed a recommenda
tion that Council staff representatives 
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THE MIRACLE OF 
HOPE, says Charles 
L. Allen , can fill the 
life of anyone who 
will accept this spe
cial gift from Jesus 
Christ. The famed best-selling 

Hand-colored photog1·aph 
of your ch urch 01· any 
scene on pretty 101' -inch 
g old-r im plates. Orders 
lilled for one dozen or 
mo1·e plates. Also church 
note paper in quantity. 
Write tor free informa
tio n. D E l.>'f. WO 

FERRELL'S ART WARE 

ORDER 
YOUR 
COPY 
NOW 

The Upper Room 
Disciplines 1974 

Every day you will d iscover new insight 
into the Christion fa ith by reading from 
this thought-provoking book of medita
tions . 
Each of the 52 authors has been allowed 
a full week of meditations to comment 
on topics that are of current interest to 
you and other church leaders . Order 
before November 15 to beat the rush . 
$1.50 each; 10 or more $1 .30 each . 

THE UPPER ROOM 
Dept. DB-22 t 908 Grand Avenue 

Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

inspirational author cites twelve expressions 
of hope from the Bible, and illuminates their practical application 
through real-life examples. Dr. Allen 's new book brings timely re
assurance and guidance to a troubled world. $2.95 

AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 
Fleming H. Revell Company 

Old Tappan, N.J . 07675 
(If ordering by mail , add 15¢ for poslaga and handllng .) 
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RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE Photo 

'MASSACRE IN ROME' 

"Massacre in Rome," a film based on th e murder of 335 Italian s by the Nazis in reprisal 
for the killing of SS soldiers, has been released both in the U.S. and Europe. The movie, 
based on a 1967 hook, "Death in Rome," by Robert Katz (who also co-authored the 
screenplay), alleges that Pope Pius XII did nothing to prevent the reprisals by accepting 
a plan of appeasement proposed by an SS offi cer. Such a plan has been denied repeatedly 
by the officer in question, Dr. Eugene Dallmann, who now lives in Munich. He says he 
knew of the reprisal order only after it was executed . 

At top, in a scene from the film , Marcello Maslr1oanni, who portrays Father Pancratius 
Pfeiffer, the superior general of the Salvatorian Fathers, goes to the Vatican to offer the 
alleged Dallmann plan to Pope Pius. 

Below, the Italian hostages are executed by Nazis in the Ardeatine Caves on the edge 
of Rome. 

On its release in Rome, th e movie received a nearly unanimous negative reaction from 
critics. It was also denounced by L'Osservatore Romano, the Vatican daily, as being 
unhistorical. 

meet for dialogue with an independent 
Task Force on Gay People In The 
Church ; urged Washington to "restore 
full diplomatic relations with the Cuban 
Government as rapidly as possible"; is
sued a statement of support for striking 
workers at the Farah (Clothing) Mfg. 
Co. in El Paso, Tex.; encouraged mem
ber churches to make legal defense funds 
available for Indian leaders arrested at 
Wounded Knee last spring; authorized 
six regional workshops on racism; en
larged its task force on evangelism, and 
deplored violation of human rights in 
the Soviet Union and Chile. 

MISSOURI MINISTRY LAUNCHES 
A CO-OPERATIVE SUPERMARKET 

One of the newest self-help projects of 
the impressive Missouri Delta Ecumeni
cal Ministry ( MDEM) , the first co
operative supermarket in rural Missouri, 
opened in late September with more 
than 160 local shareholders. 

MDEM recently "spun off" a com
munity organization which, with federal 
assistance, is providing on-the-job train
ing for migrant workers who want more 
stable employment. 

On another development front in the 
poor Missouri bootheel, MDEM, with 
the help of a United Methodist chmch 
and community worker, has formed 
Neighborhood Improvement Forces
three so far-to push local governments 
to deal with such problems as poor 
drainage, bad streets and housing. 

MDEM gets support from Episco
pal, United Presbyterian, Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S., United Methodist, 
Roman Catholic and American Lutheran 
Churches. 

WORLD, WOMEN, MISSIONA,RIES 
ARE AMONC MISSION CONCERNS 

When 75 members and staff of the 
United Methodist Board of Global Min
istries fanned out to local churches 
across New Orleans October 28 in a 
program of interpretation they had a 
vast array of actions on which to base 
sermons and other discussions. 

In addition to decisions reported in 
the November Mission Memo, the board 
showed concern for world developments 
and noted some administrative changes. 

One resolution, passed by the World 
Division, gave the division authority to 
fil e stockholders resolutions calling on 
two major oil companies-Texaco and 
Standard Oil of California-to withdraw 
from business operations in Angola and 
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. . . Johnny Cash, Anita Bryant, Billy 
Graham, Coretta King, Pat Boone, 
Lawrence Welk, and many, many 
more ... Have written meditations 
for the January-February issue of 
The Upper Room. 

Pick up your copy in church 

The Upper Room , 1908 Grand Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee 37203 
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Namibia (South West Africa ) respec
tively. 

Another, adopted by the entire Board, 
calls upon the United States government 
to join the more than 68 nations that 
have recognized the Republic of Guinea 
Bissau, which declared independence 
from Portugal on September 24. The 
resolution also urges the U.S. to support 
the newly independent country's entry 
into United Nations membership . 

Dr. Michael C. Watson, a task force 
member from Bamberg, S.C., who pre
sented the report, said that "we as a 
nation are still a major participant in 
the continuing conflict in Indochina .... 
New orphans are being created each 
day-the death and dying still goes on. 
The church, as an instrument of relief 
and rehabilitation, is still there." 

In terms of its global responsibilities, 
a major concern of the board is its 870 
missionaries and work in 52 countries. 
The reduced 1974 budget will support 
only 841 missionaries, but the World 
Division is still seeking support for 922, 
the number reported earlier as the mini
mum needed according to requests by 
overseas churches and agencies . 

Costs of supporting missionaries has 
increased drastically during the past few 
years, mission executives point out. In 
1969, when the missionary force was 
1,309, the average cost was $5,740 per 
missionary. Now it is $8,800. 

A United Methodist missionary from 
Zaire urged the Division of Education 
and Cultivation to get across the mes
sage that missionaries are still needed 
and wanted in many parts of the world. 
The Rev. Marvin Wolford, Asbury, Ky., 
affirmed the validity of evangelizing the 
world and said that in Zaire the mission
ary is welcomed. Churches will respond 
when they understand the need, he said. 

A major internal issue was resolved
the minimum of 40 per cent women in 
top administrative posts. The board 
abolished a position of Assistant to the 
General Secretary, replaced it with a 
new position of Associate General Sec
retary for Administration to be filled by 
a woman, and said that a woman would 
be elected as Associate General Secre
tary of the World Division succeeding 
the Rev. Dr. John F. Schaefer. He had 
requested reassignment as of December 
31, and his request was granted; he is to 
be appointed to other major responsibili
ties in the board at the Associate Gen
eral Secretary level until retirement in 
1974. 

Staff changes included that of Flor
ence Little who was elected treasurer of 
the World Division. She has been treas
urer of the Women's Division. 
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For Goodness' Sake! 
Humor, warmth, and c:mdor fill this 
delightful book. In a firsthand look 
behind the parsonage door, Edith 
Patterson Meyer describes what it 
was like to be the youngest child 
in a New England minister's 
large family at the turn of the 
century. $4.95 

It's Your Day 
Wil Shorb, musician and member of 
a singing trio, shares h is thoughts 
and experiences as a Spirit-filled 
Christian . He shows the reader how 
to successfully confront and 
overcome the 4-F's in life
failures, fatigue, feelings a nd 
so-called freedoms. $2.95 

Tell Me Again, I'm Listening 
Do you have trouble communicating 
with your spouse? In this frank 
appraisal of what it means to have 
a real dialogue with your marriage 
partner , you will find helpful and 
practical advice. Richard Wilke 
and wife Julia speak from 
experience in this easy-to-read 
book. $3.95 

The Joyful Wedding 
Make your wedding a very personal 
expression of your love. Here are 
innovative ideas and sixteen 
original songs for that very 
special wedding-yours! Everything 
from clothes and decorations to 
vows, music, Scripture, and the 
surrounding mood. Nick Hodsdon . 
Paper, $3.50 

Plum Jelly and Stained 
Glass & Other Prayers 
Color of joy in a glass of jelly, 
green seeds on an elm tree, 
mosquitoes, motorcycles, lonely 
people .. . Jo Carr and Imogene 
Sorley pray about various and 
sundry things in their own in
imitable, honest, and down-to-earth 
manner. $2.75 

Reflections of a 
Fishing Parson 
A cane pole, a river bank, and 
something more-time to think and 
enjoy solitude. Jonathan Sams 
shares fish tales and his own 
personal philosophy in an appealing 
narrative. Nostalgic reading for 
fishing buffs of all ages. Illus. $2.95 

Armed with Love: 
Stories of the Disciples 
Gerald N. Battle. In twelve new 
and exciting stories, the disciples 
step from the pages of history. 
Armed with love and their new 
message, eleven of them became 
towers of strength as they shared 
the Good News. Ages 12-up. $4.95 

Bible Stories: 
God at Work with Man 
Mary Alice Jones; illustrated by 
Tom Armstrong. A beloved 
children 's author shows how God has 
always chosen people to bE; his 
partners in his work for good 
everywher e. Accounts of Abraham, 
Moses, Amos, Dorcas, and many 
others. Ages 6-9. $3.95 

Indians of the Southeast: 
Then and Now 
Beautiful drawings, photographs, 
famous Indian art, and fascinating 
text relate the story of the South
eastern tribes-their history, 
life-styles, legends, triumphs, and 
defeats. J esse Burt a nd Robert B. 
Ferguson. All ages. $7 .95 

The Amina] 
Written and illustrated by Lorna 
Balian. Patrick finds a str ange 
aminal and puts it in his lunch 
sack. As his friends learn about 
the aminal, it grows fiercer, uglier, 
and hungrier. Gossip is presented 
in a humorous and appealing 
manner. Ages 4-7. $3.95 

Follow the Butterfly Stream 
Written and illustrated with full
color photogr aphs by Lorenz Boyd. 
The vast beauty of the Smokies is 
captured in this refreshing trek 
along mountain trails, by sparkling 
streams, to the meadow of the 
butterflies. An appealing book 
for all ages. $3.50 

The Trees of Christmas 
An unusual combination of 
creativity and beauty- 23 breath
taking photographs of decorated 
trees in full color, plus complete 
instructions for making the 
decorations. Over 200 black-and
white illustrations. A treasured gift. 
Boxed for your convenience. $7.95 

Young Readers 
Book of Bible Stories 
Helen Doss; illus. by Tom 
Armstrong. 137 stories as real as 
today's headlines make Bible 
characters and their surround ings 
come to life. Scene-setting 
introductions to each testament 
a nd section, maps, pronunciation 
guide, index. Ages 8-12. $7.95 

Young Readers Bible* 
A proven classic based on the 
Revised Standard Version Bible. 
Features over 6-00 2-color illustra
tions, bold-face s ubject headings 
outlining the text, full-color 
r eference maps, a chronological 
chart, and durable binding. Enjoy
able for all ages. $8.95 

The Interpreter's Dictionary 
of the Bible 
An authoritative Bible reference 
by 253 ski lled writers . Defines 
and explains every person, town, 
region, hill , stream, plant, animal, 
mineral , object, and major biblical 
doctrine in the Bible. Maps, illus
trations. Four-volume set, $45 

The Interpreter's One-Volume 
Commentary on the Bible 
Including the Apocrypha, with 
General Articles. An all-new 
commentary based on lastest 
archaeological and tec,hnological 
information . Seventy contributors, 
full-color maps, indexes, photos. 
Based on RSV. Reg. edition, $17.50; 
thumb-indexed, $19.50 

at your cokesbury bookstore 

abingdon 
the book publishing deportment of 

the united methodist publishing house 

*Published by A. J . Holman Co. 
Distributed exclusively by Abingdon. 
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Cross of Stained Glass, St . Paul's United Church, Sussex, N. B ., Canada 

St. Pau l's Un ited Church had windows for the building created by Paul E. Blaney, a stained glass 
designer of St. John, N.B. Among them was a chancel window on St . Paul. It was made of slab glass 
one inch th ick . Th is cross was made of the same slab glass by Mr. Blaney and given to the church as 
a present. 
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