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Amid some talk about declining influence for councils of churches, EXPECT the 

influence of the World Council of Churches to increase gradually in A ia, Africa and 
Latin America-especially if it continues the kind of work most clearly represented in its 
Program to Combat Racism. 

Thi program has "greatly enhanced the World Council in its integrity and its image," 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, General Secretary of the WCC, told a meeting of the Advisory 
Commjttee of the Program to Combat Racism earlier this spring. Program grants of 
humanitarian aid to groups fighting aga inst racial oppression-including liberation groups 
in southern Africa-put SUBSTANCE behind vVCC pronouncements on racial justice ... 
and won credibility for the WCC in Africa and other sections of the Third \Vorld. 

Meanwhile. U.S. Christians hear little about the WCC except mentions in Sunday 
schools of aid programs-plus occasional and often highly prejudiced references to the 
WCC in some secular and religious media. U.S. Christians should BE CAREFUL to 
distinguish this anti-WCC rhetoric with its half-truths from the genuine Christian com
mitment and effective programs of the WCC in the Third World. 

VOLU TARISM-expect this to INCREASE in the overall spectrum of U.S. Christian 
mission efforts at home and overseas. The United Presbyterian Church is now putting 
more than 5,000 volunteers per year in the fi eld .. . and voluntarism is increasing among 
mission agen ies of other churches as well. 

At leas t TWO NEEDS dovetail to create this development: the need of mission 
agencies wi th shrinking budgets to get the work done, and the cl sire of lay men and 
women to become involved . Potenti al volunteers may be inspired by missionaries, return
ing volunt ers or uterature on voluntary service- and may go to their local churches and 
other sources for assistance with costs and specialized material that may be needed. 

But volunteers CAN'T REPLACE the full-time missionaries and national workers 
that give direction to the mission projects where volunteers serve. Most of these projects 
need a continuity of direction, \IVi th a sensitive knowledge of the language, people and 
customs of the area . . . whereas volunteers come and go. 

\ i\1 ATCH fo r increasing church efforts on behalf of community health care-a move
ment picking up momentum overseas, and coming into increasing focus each year in 
the U.S.A. 

I STA NCE: The Community Health and Development Project on Koje Island in 
Korea, sponsored by the World Council of Churches and led by United Presbyterian 
fraternal worker John R. Sibley, M.D. This project emphasizes preventive medicine and 
the delivery of health care at costs the fa rming community can afford. The buildings 
are simple, modular structures and operating costs are kept low. Korean physicians, 
nurses and assistant carry much of the work load. 

A dentist from Hanover, N. H.-Robert C. Keene, D.D.S.-went as a volunteer to 
the Koje Island project for a month , assisting in dentistry and assessing the needs . Now, 
in line wi th his findings, a progra m of oral health wi ll be conducted in the local schools. 

EXPECT models of this sort to be studied more seriously by health and welfare 
specialists in the U.S.A as the costs of U.S . health care continue to skyrocket. 

-Stanley J. Rowland, Jr. 
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ON THE CUTII NG EDGE 
note of congra tulation on your very fine 

April issue! I especially enjo ed (and thorough
ly digested ) John obb's, David Randolph's 
and J. Barrie hepherd's contributions. 

You seem on " the cutting edge" of the 
hurch in mis ion in the new day. A great 

help as we seek "which way the Chur h" in 
the 70's. 

( REv.) ROBERT McBRIDE 
\Vagner, outh Dakota 

FINDING THE PROPER BALANCE 
I have just finished readfog the April is ue. 

I find myself cone med over the article "Find
ing the Proper Balance" by David A. Seamand . 
Per onally, I think he has something we need 
to heed! 

\Ve have all floundered for years trying to 
keep a proper balance between the spiritual 
and the material, or personal salvation and 
social action. but the new concept of mis ion 
which pictures our role as " the humaniza tion 
of humanity" disturbs me. For years in miss ions 
and evangelism the emphasis was almost totally 
on a quite personal salvation. Now, we are 
making an emphasis which could very easily 
go too fa r in the other direction. 

1 one of u like erraticism in the church. and 
we do need a personal sa lva tion which issues 
into a proper concern and action on behalf 
of our fellow men. However-according to our 
Lord, this begin with a personal awakening 
to need-ours and our fe llow man's. 

Many a concerned pastor is having a diffi
cu lt time trying to maintain an active budget 
in support of missions. The current trend is 
creating an "imbalance" which is resulting in 
considerable loss in giving. People are not 
inclined to give through the church to a type 
of program which the government could just 
as easily support. The element of personal 
sa lvation by One who is the On ly Answer must 
not be made secondary. 

Thanks again for the good article. vVe need 
more like it. 

( REV.) R. A. LIPPMAN 
Centralia, Illinois 

DEEPLY CONC ERN ED 
I agree with the basic philosophy of missions 

as presented by Dr. Seamands and have been 
deeply concerned about the humanisti c ap
proach into which our denominational mission 
board has dr ifted. 

Quite frankly I have been encouraging 
"second mile" giving to other missionary work 
other than our own due to the philosophy our 
board is now pursuing. You may be sure that 
it is refreshing to see recognition given to the 
voice of the "evangelical" segment of the 
Church . 

( REv. ) EDWARD B. PARKER 
Wishek, orth Dakota 

BASIC EVANGELICA L IM PERATIVE 
I have been fo llowing the dialogue that has 

taken place between some of the evangelicals 
in our church and the personnel of the Board 
of Missions and have read David Seamands' 
article, which summarizes their point of view. 
I would like to go on record as wholeheartedly 
approving this position. I have felt for some 
time, and I hope you will understand the spirit 
in which this is stated, that the policies and 
the programs of the Board have become over
balanced in favor of social action programs. 
There is no question but what these efforts 
are of great value and even have been a 
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healthy corrective. However, I am convinced 
that they should not be engaged in at the 
exp nse of the ba ic evange lical imperative 
which lies at the heart of the Christian mission. 

JA 1ES H . PYKE 
Wesley Theological Seminary 
Washington, D.C. 

KEEN PERCEPTIO N 
Thank you fo r publishing "Finding the 

Proper Balance." I thought Dr. Seamands wrote 
with keen perception about the problem of the 
new mission philosophy today. 

We hear so much today about all the 
humanitarian things being done on the mission 
field today and so little about those being 
won to Christ from enslavement to sin. W e 
rejoice in all the good things being done to 
educate, clothe, feed , shelter, etc., but how 
much we need to see man's need for salvation 
from inner sin. We are gratefu l for all those 
missionaries who are concerned not only fo r 
the betterment of man's outer li fe , but are 
deeply concerned and doing something about 
man's deep inner spiritual needs . 

We pray that the acti vities and pronounce
ments of our General Board of Missions will 
reflect the proper balance in the mission thrust. 
We hope that many more such good articles 
wi ll be printed. 

( REV. ) MILAN S. COLEMAN 
Amherst, Nebraska 

RIGHT ON 
Right on! F inally! How blessed to read 

"F inding the Proper Balance." With the 
prophets of old many of us have been praying, 
"how long, 0 Lord, how long." 

David Seamands surely speaks for a hitherto 
"silent majority" in United Methodism in th is 
article. It is my firm belief that when our Board 
of Missions wakes up to its rea l task we can 
stop adjusting to declining income and start 
moving again with vision into mission. Cod 
help us that it may happen soon. 

( REv.) ROBERT D . SNYDER 
Shelby, Ohio 

AMEN 
All I can say is "Amen!" It's time we go 

back to the Aim of Missions of The United 
Methodist Church Discipline. 

( MRS.) SYLVIA HURLEY 
O'Neill , Nebraska 

NEW MISSION PHILOSOPHY 
I thank Cod that as a Christian I can express 

my concern for the new mission philosophy. 
And, more important, that the Holy Spirit wi ll 
work in the lives of our Board of Mission to 
be true to the Aim stated in our Discipline. 
This is my prayer. 

MRS. ROBERT POSPICHAL 
O'Neill , Nebraska 

GREAT IMPORTANT QUESTION 
As a layman, may I voice my deepest ap

proval of Dr. Seamands' words and his con
cern over this great and important question. 
With many others I have been deeply con
cerned with what Dr. Seamands so well ex-

presses and hope it will have the considera tion 
which I feel it so richly deserves. 

w. E. EDWARDS 
Leips ic, Ohio 

COMMISSION IS STILL RELEVANT 
As a Methodist pas tor of three decades, 

currently serving Dueber United Methodist 
Church in Canton, Ohio, a church with some 
1,850 members, I would like to register my 
hearty endorsement of the position which Dr. 
Seamands takes in this presentation. Surely 
the great commission of Jesus Christ is still 
relevant in these days, and my sincere convic
tion is that the need of the world , at home 
and abroad, in this age and any day is that 
the full message of Jesus Christ shall be pro
cla imed and taught. Surely this includes the 
total man-physical needs, sociological con
cerns, but also an adequate solution to the sin 
problem. 

We trust that increasingly our beloved church 
wi ll honor the glorious message of Cod's re
deeming love. 

In the same isue ( April ), on page twenty, 
Mr. Victor Vockerodt makes a strong affirm a
tion that the number one miss ionary act 
"would be witnessing to injustice." Surely 
such a position is vitally important but I believe 
that the proclamation of the saving grace of 
Jesus Christ far supersedes this concept. 

( REV.) WILLIAM A. AMERSON 
Canton, Ohio 

A THEOLOGICAL CRISIS 
The Apri l issue has been read in fu ll with 

great interes t. Dr. Seamands has put his fi nger 
on the true nature of the cri sis in missions. It 
is a theological crisis. It has to do with what 
we are persuaded is the primary and enduring 
motive for mission. If that motive is mere social 
engineering then there simply is no reason 
why church people should give more than 
tlrnir USA taxes to achieve the goals. If the 
motive for mission is tinkering with economic 
and political structures ( for the understanding 
of which most of us are woefully unprepared) 
tI-!ere is no reason why young adu lts shoul c' 
volunteer for the years of separation from home 
and family, for the agony of rigorous language 
study, etc., when they can quite as easily go 
to work in some Congressman's office in 
W ashington. 

Are. you aware of what Campus Crusade is 
doing in terms of calling young adults to mis
sion? Are you aware of the tremendous en
tllUsiasm with which local churches respond to 
calls for financial support when one of their 
youth vo lunteers for Campus Crusade? 

On March 2 Bill Starnes ( field director for 
the Advance, United Methodist Board of 
Missions) preached in our church on missions. 
Had he been free to call for volunteers, know
ing that (a) their response would have been 
met with response of equal interest on the 
part of our Board and ( b ) that funds were 
available to put them in the field , I believe 
that out of our congregation of a thousand or 
more ( mostly university students ), as many as 
twenty-five volunteers would have stepped 
forth . 

The money and the personnel are, in my 
concerned opinion, available. Let the Methodist 
Board of Missions declare again that it feels 
under the divine imperative to obey the great 
Commission! Then we shall see the money 
and the personnel made available . 

( REV. ) CHARLES R. BRITT 
Auburn, Alabama 
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Assassinations
Any Way Out? 

The tragic shooting of Governor 
George Wallace raises once al?ain ma~y 
disturbing questions about Violence m 
political life in this country . Already, 
there are suggestions that both Presi
dents and presidential candidates confine 
thems Ives to television appearances and 
formal appearances in well-guarded 
halls. Gun control advocates are press
ing for stronger laws. Moralistic soul
searching goes on simultaneously with an 
increasing air of fa talistic acceptance of 
assassination as a hazard of public life. 

Realistically, can any steps be taken 
to prevent public murder and assault? To 
determine that, let us look at the record 
of American a sassinations and assaults. 

Professor William S. Crotty of North
western University has done just that in 
a recent issue of Society . ( The article 
was written before the attack on Gov
ernor Wallace but preliminary informa
tion there does not seem to break the 
pattern .) He points out the similarity of 
most would-be assassins. With few ex
ceptions, they are not members of any 
conspiracy. Most were fringe members 
of society who were mentally unstable 
and had not succeeded in any walk of 
life. Their motivations, insofar as they 
can be determined, include a desire for 
historical notoriety and an acting out of 
personal fantasies. By and large, they 
strike at the office rather than the man. 

Given this profile of potential assassins, 
it becomes clearer that assassinations can 
probably never be totally eliminated un
less we have either a perfect or a totali
tarian society. Since neither seems immi
nent, the best we can hope for are things 
which will lessen the risks. 

One such thing is a change in public 
attitude from the present fatalism which 
wearily accepts violence as a part of 
public life. In this atmosphere, such 
needed improvements as stiff gun control 
laws are easily sidetracked. 

Other necessary changes are not so 
easily come by. One of the factors in 
assassinations is the power and glamor 
of the office of the Presidency and its 
personalization in one man. This is a 
trend that concerns many students of 
American society for a variety of reasons 
but which is hard to counteract. 

Eventually, the best insurance against 
assassins is a properly functioning society 

not wracked by tensions. It is an ironic 
twist that while most American Presi
dential assaults a re not overtly political, 
the best insurance against the feelings of 
frustration that can lead to such murders 
is a politics which builds up the general 
well-being of the nation. 

Endangering the U.N. 
The United Nations has gotten such a 

black eye of late from the press in the 
United States tha t there may be little 
public outcry against the House of Rep
resentatives' $28.8 million cut in U.S. 
payments to the U.N. and its eight agen
cies. Piqued by the U.N.'s expulsion of 
Taiwan and the refusal of the Soviet 
Union and France-and now China- to 
pay in full their assessments, the House 
stipulated that the U.S. share of the U.N. 
budget not exceed 25 percent; it is now 
31.52 percent. 

Failure to pay its full share would put 
the U.S. in direct violation of a treaty 
obligation. This comes on the heels of 
Congress' vote to import Rhodesian 
chrome in violation of U.N. sanctions. 
Some critics of the U. N. have attempted 
to shift the onus of illegali ty to the world 
body by stating that the U.N. unlawfully 
ejected Nationalist China (which, by the 
way, was in arrears in its payments too). 
However, neither the People's Republic 
of China nor the Republic of China ever 
accepted a two-China arrangement and 
both claimed to be representing the same 
people; the U.S. did vote for seating the 
People's Republic in the Security Council 

A presidential commission has sug
gested, and the President has agreed, 
that the U.S. contribution to the U.N.'s 
general budget be cut to 25 percent
but that this be done over a period of 
years. The Lodge Commission wants the 
decreases to the regular budget to be 
matched by increased con tributions to 
the U. . voluntary budgets or funds. The 
appropriate and legal avenue is to seek 
from the General Assembly and its com
mittee on contributions a 25 percent ceil
ing on any one country's assessment. 

The U.S. contribution, while large per
centage-wise, is in fact pitifully small, 
only $320 million for all U.N. agencies . 
(This is about half the budget for the 

ew York City police department. ) It 
would be unfortu nate if the U.S. now 
followed the lead of certain other great 
powers who have long balked at fulfilling 
their commitments. 

Lost sight of in the fray are the real 
accomplishments of the United Nations 
in recent mon ths: the coordination of 
disaster relief for India and Bangla Desh, 
the treaties on biological weapons and 
liability in outer space, the preparation 
for a major environmental conference in 
Stockholm in June and a conference on 
the law of the sea in 1973. The work of 
the U.N. is endangered at the very time 
it needs strengthening. " 

Faith and Justice 
The interdenominational mission study 

on Faith and Justice this year will fall 
short of its goal if it simply becomes a 
grab bag of social action causes. It will 
equally fall short if it becomes a recital 
of dogmas, mos tly in outworn language, 
to which the faithful are obliged to sub
scribe. The question is: in an increasing
ly polarized Church can we obtain a mix
ing of these two concerns so that both 
will be seen as one? 

When the late Bishop James A. Pike 
was a chaplain at Columbia University 
and heavily involved in social action and 
counselling he was unaware of the 
change in his personal faith until a mag
azine asked him to write about how his 
mind had changed. He decided that we 
need more candor in saying what we be
lieve and do not believe, and we need 
"fewer beliefs, more belief.'' 

The concerns of justice, some of which 
are discussed in this issue, can aid us in 
determining priorities for our candor, in 
eliminating some of the man-made 
scandals of the faith so that we can see 
the real Scandal upon which Christian 
faith is built-that God really loves the 
world. 

At the same time, a Martha-like busy
ness in social action can prevent us from 
taking stock of the ultimate questions of 
faith . W e lose the chance to grasp what 
St. Paul called the "full wisdom and in
sight" lavished on us by God's free grace 
( Ephesians 1:8 ) and we seek for the 
world only a shadow of the unity which 
is to be found in Christ. 

Jesus in today's parlance "got it all to
gether" and summarized it best. Love 
God and love your neighbor. That is 
Faith and that is Justice and the two 
are inseparable. As Emil Brunner has 
written , "He alone, who is bound to God 
and through God to his neighbor, can 
really become a man." 

God, we believe. Help our unbelief. 



"But 1w 1c, quite i11depc11dc11tlu of 
/au:, God's ;11sticc has hecn hro11ght 
to lid1t. The I.au; and the prophets 
both bear 1cit11c.ss to it: it is God's 
tcau of righting 1cro11g. effective 
through faitl1 in Christ for all rclro 
hai:c s11ch faith-all , u.:ithout distinc
tion . For all alike lwi:e si1111ed, and 
are deprived of tl1e divine splendour, 
and all are ;ustified bu God's free 
grace alo11e , through hi. act of libero 
tion in the person of Christ Jesus." 
(Romans 3:21-24 Nett: English Bible ) 

Poor Paul. Women liberationists say 
he was an early male chauvinist. 
Homosexuals claim he practically 
started discrimination against gay peo
ple. Jewish scholars say he misrepre
sented first century Judaism by 
causing it to be labelled legalistic 
and self-satisfied. Civil ri ghts and 
peace activists from Oliver Cromwell 
to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. have 
chafed under the text : "Every person 
must submit to the supreme authori
ties" ( Romans 13 : 1 ). 

Despite these problems in the study 
of Paul, some of which reflect the fact 
that he was simply a man of his time 
as well as an apostle, Paul's letter to 
the Romans is an appropriate com
panion to this year's Faith and Justice 
study. 

ot that there is in Romans a list 
of correct positions on the boycott of 
lettuce, the bombing over Indochina, 
minimum base income proposals by 
the President, amnesty for draft 
evaders, or ITT in Chile. Paul was 
writing to a church he had never 
seen, to one he had had no part in 
founding. So, unlike for instance his 
standing with the church in Corinth, 
he had no platform of credibility from 
which he could preach various forms 
of involvement (as he did in I Corin
thians, which is a veritable guide to 
urban church possibilities ). He had 
first to establish his credibility with 
the Roman church as a bona fide 
apostle of the faith , an "apostle by 
God's call." 

The result is a thorough explication 
of the role of faith, as opposed to 
"works," and a perspective from which 
to look at the various issues of in
justice. Paul's letter to the Romans 
is not only thoroughly realistic-some 
would say pessimistic-about human 
nature, but it is equally forceful about 
God, the God who acts. 

At a time in which human cul
pability and man's inhumanity to man 
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find everyday verification in the 
columns of Ja k Anderson or the 
press releases of the Pentagon, the 
only surprise as far as Romans is 
concerned is why people should still 
be surprised about all this. "I told 
you so," could sum up Paul's view. All 
alike are "under tl1e power of sin 
. . . there is no one to show kindness, 
no, not one .. . all alike have sinned 
and are deprived of the divine 
splendour . . ." etc. Not for Paul 
is there much benefit in naive notions 
about man's upward progress, or in 
the traditionally liberal point of view 
that a little education here and there 
will solve these problems. Tirnt sort 
of diagnosis, Paul might say, has got
ten the world into trouble before. Evil 
can multiply before the people of 
good will can recognize it for what it 
is (as happened with the rise of 

azism ) and the result can be "divine 
retribution revealed from heaven and 
falling upon the godless wickedness 
of men" ( 1: 18 ). 

It must be acknowledged that this 
sort of diagnosis can lead very quick
ly to simple escapism. This includes 
not only those whose response to 
social issues goes no further than 
hand-lettered signs on the side of the 
road or on subway walls, but also 
those of us who don't vote because 
"the system doesn't change" or "all 
politicians are corrupt." Or those of us 
who wouldn't help a person because 
"it wouldn't make any difference, 
anyway." Or those of us unconcerned 
about prisons because "they're getting 
what they deserve." 

The Christian agrees that the situa
tion as far as human nature is con
cerned is definitely critical. But he 
also says that something has been 
done about it. For Paul, that some
thing is an entirely new order, a new 
age. If we substitute the word "man's" 
for the word "Adam's" (for Adam 
means man in Hebrew) we can see 
the force of Paul's thinking in such 
statements as this: "But God's act of 
grace is out of all proportion to 
Adam's wrongdoing. For if the wrong
doing of that one man brought death 
upon so many, its effect is vastly ex
ceeded by the grace of God and the 
gift that came to so many by the grace 
of the one man, Jesus Christ" ( 5 : 15 ). 
That is, there is a New Humanity, a 
new Man in the place of the old 
Adam. A new order has begun. It was 
begun in Christ, specifically in the 
death and resurrection of Christ, and 

••god~ 

it will not reach its fulfillment until 
the end of time (which Paul expected 
to be soon ) but we already know 
something of it now. In a sense, it is 
coming but it is already here. In 3 :21 
the first word is nuni, now, and it 
means that what for others is only a 
future hope is for Paul a present 
reality. 

The new order is a complete rever
sal of the former relationship between 
God and man. "We ... exult in God 
through our Lord Jesus, through 
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by charles e. brewster 

whom we have now been granted 
reconciliation." The New Humanity 
are those called by grace, who know 
themselves to be forgiven, who now 
regard themselves "in union with 
Christ Jesus" as being "dead to sin 
and alive to God" (6:11) and there
fore "live in the life-giving law of the 
Spirit" (7 :6). As in Adam all die, so 
in Christ shall all be made alive. 

There are several points here that 
especially deserve our attention. In 
the first place, the new order is based 

on God's righteousness. Now thi s does 
not refer to the fact tha t God is holy 
or pure. It refers instead to what God 
does. As in Psalm 98 : "Sing a new 
song to the Lord, for he has done 
marvellous deeds .. . he has displayed 
his righteousness." God delivers peo
ple from oppression. And he also vindi
cates them, putting them in the right 
even when they don't deserve it. This 
is the force of Paul's usage of the 
word in Romans, and it is well trans
la ted by the New English Bible as 
"God's way of righting wrong" ( 1: 17 ). 
Paul is not trying to say that what 
God does is make people "righteous." 
In fact, many of the old constraints of 
sin continue, as Paul could a ttest : 
"The good which I want to do, I fail 
to do; but what I do is the wrong 
which is against my will." But he does 
declare that God's action in Christ, 
when grasped by faith , puts people 
in a situation vis a vis God that it is 
as if they were "righteous." They are 
delivered from the oppression of sin 
because, although sin has its force, 
yet does grace have all the more force 
( but this doesn't mean you should sin 
all the more, says Paul ). 

Secondly, because God's righteous
ness is a doing kind of righteousness 
and because the initiative in over
coming sin is entirely God's, man's 
response must be of the same nature. 
Paul strikes this note at the beginning 
of his epistle with: "It is not by hear
ing the Law but by doing it that men 
will be justified before God" ( 2: 13 ) 
and "for every well-doer there will 
be glory, honor and peace . .. " ( 2: 10 ), 
continues it in his comparison between 
the old humanity and the ew 
Humanity: "As you once yielded your 
bodies to the service of impurity and 
lawlessness, making for moral an
archy, so now you must yield them 
to the service of righteousness, making 
for a holy life" (note that, consistent 
with the foregoing view of righteous
ness, it is service that makes for 
holiness, not the other way around). 
And then, from chapter 12 on, Paul 
spells out the consequences of the 
faith in practical, ethical terms, includ
ing both acts and attitudes of service. 
"Love with sincerity, loath evil, cling 
to the good . . . contribute to the 
needs of God's people, and practice 
hospitality. Call down blessings on 
your persecutors. . . . Care as much 
about each other as about yourselves. 
Do not be haughty, but go about with 
humble folk. Do not keep thinking 

how wise you are. Never pay back 
evil for evil. ... Let us cease judging 
one another . . .. Let tis then pursue 
the things that make tor peace and 
build up the common hle .... " 

Finally, the new order is not a 
bunch of individuals running around 
doing their "thing" separately. It is 
the body of Christ, they are together 
the New Humanity. Paul, I think, 
meant this quite literally, even crude
ly, and would have been startled at 
the individualism that is emphasized 
in so much of contemporary Chris
tianity-an individualism which is 
often at the expense of concern for 
social justice. For Paul, the connection 
of the new humanity with Christ was 
just as real as the connection of the 
old humanity with Adam: "As the 
issue of one misdeed was condemna
tion for all men, so the issue of one 
just act is acquittal and life for all 
men" (5: 18). Scholars refer to this 
concept as "corporate personality"
the unity of individuals in a group so 
that corporately they act with one 
personality, or see the whole as more 
important than the individual parts . 
Perhaps today in America only the 
American Indian can explain the 
meaning behind this symbol, and 
thereby he might explain to the rest 
of us what Paul meant by the "body" 
of Christ. Scholars also say this is a 
"primitive" understanding of man, 
even though poets and philosophers 
and anthropologists have always em
phasized our common life and destiny. 
As Professor John Knox says: "How
ever important human individuality 
may be, it is individuality created 
within, and therefore largely limited 
by, the matrix of a common life." 
Clearly, it is in the direction of a re
newal of the full meaning of the 
"body of Christ" and our corporate 
dependence, not in the direction of 
unchecked individualism, that we 
must look for impetus on the ques
tions of justice today. 

In the face of today's injustices 
Romans does not quit-e speak with the 
ringing voice of Old Testament 
prophecy, or even with the force of 
Jesus' parables. Nevertheless, it holds 
up for us a way in which per ons of 
faith can perceive God's activity in 
the world, "righting wrong" and bring
ing forth a New Humanity which is 
the "first fruits of the harve t to come" 
-Christians who together are "now 
freed from the commands of sin, 
bound to the service of God." • 
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miner sat on a swing on 
the porch of his home in a 
mountain hollow in Letcher 

County, Eastern Kentucky. 
" I don' t know why people don' t 

do more for a coal miner," he com
mented. " I don' t think they know 
what he is." 

He's been working in the mines 
for some 30 years and is presently 
a foreman at one of the few remain 
ing deep mines in the country. The 
mountains that rose above his home 
on either side were losing their 
beauty to the strip mines which are 
replacing the deep mines. 

" I'm making good money now 
but .I'd rather live back when I 
started in the mines," he continued . 
" People were happier, the country 
was beautiful then . Back then you 
could go out to any stream and drink 
the water. If you come back two 
yea rs from now you won ' t even 
know this country." 

He was speaking freely, but with 
the understanding that he wouldn ' t 
be identified. Mountain people 
usually don' t like to talk openly to 
others. They don 't trust strangers 
and there's always the fear that the 
coal companies might find out what 
they say-or that the stranger might 
be a company man-and they'll lose 
their jobs. Mining is all that there is 
for most people. 

" Nothing can stand in the way of 
their mining coal ," he went on. 
" That' s the story of it all. All they're 
interested in is that block of coal. 
They don' t care what happens to the 
homes or the people or anything. 

" I just don' t see any hope for the 
people here," he added . 

Mining, as it always has been, is 
the only industry in the mountains. 
Before, the deep mines killed and 
maimed men through cave-i ns, ex
plosions and other accidents and 
destroyed miners' health through 
black lung disease from coa l dust. 
Today, strip mines are destroying the 
land-mountain sides are removed, 
timber wasted, wildli fe driven out, 
streams polluted-the mountains 
tumble down, covering roads and 
farms and streams, damaging homes 
and causi ng flooding. 

Before, the mines destroyed the 
people. Now, the mines are destroy
ing the people's lands and as a 
mountain carpenter remarked , " The 
mountains is all we have." 

" The only recreation mountain 
people have had is hunting and 
fishing and strip mining wipes it 
out, " said Arnold Miller, the 48-year
old di recto r of the Black Lung Asso
ciation and a victim of black lung 
from the 27 years he spent in the 
mines since he was 16. 

Mountain people also hate the 
strip mines because they employ few 
people. It only takes one-fifth as 
many men working a strip mine to 
produce as much coal as a deep 
mine. 

" They talk about creating jobs 
with st rip mining," the Letcher 
County miner said. " You go to the 
courthouse in Whitesburg on any 
day when they' re giving out food 
stamps and you can' t get nea r the 
town . And then they talk of jobs. " 

• 

Families whose property has been 
damaged by slides from strip mines 
have trouble col lecting damages. 

Three times slides have struck the 
property of the Bert Caudil ls in Isom, 
Kentucky. Rocks and mud have 
covered their fruit trees, barn, pig 
sty and part of their pasture, forcing 
them to se ll their six head of catt le. 

" We paid $2100 for this property 
14 years ago but all we've been of
fered after the slides is $500," said 
Mrs. Ruby Caudill. " The insurance 
company wouldn ' t pay off. They said 
it was an act of God." 

Heavy rains and storms ca used 
the slides but the rock and dirt was 
piled up above their home by the 
strip mine company. 

" You can go make a complaint 
but it doesn' t do a bit of good," 
said a miner from a nearby town 
whose home was flooded last spring 
as the result of a strip mine opera
tion . " The county judge is in the 
coa l business." 

Strip mining companies, under 
broad form deeds dating back gen
erations, ho ld the mineral rights to 
many families ' properties and can 
do anything necessary to remove 
coa l and other minerals, even if ·it 
destroys a family' s home. 

" All the surface owner is, is a 
tenant," commented John Roberts, 
assistant director of the division of 
strip mining and reclamation of the 
West Virginia Department of Natu
ral Resources. " There is no provi
sion in the law where we can take 
action to get a surface owner dam
age." 
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Just as mountain families have lit
tle recourse when their property is 
destroyed, so do they have little 
hope when their health is de
stroyed . Most of the miners suffer
ing from black lung have been 
denied benefits by the states and by 
the Socia l Security Administration 
which administers the federa l bla ck 
lung law. 

" The Social Sec:..irity Administra
tion 's regulations are abso lu tely un
enlightened," said Dr. Donald L. 
Rasmussen , director of the pulmo
nary lab at the Beckley, West Vir
ginia, Appa lachian Regional Hospi
tal. " They' re precisely the regula
tions the coa l industry has used all 
these years." 

It is not unusual then that Dr. I. E. 
Buff, a black lung fighter from 
Charleston, West Virginia, should 
comment : " Miners have no faith in 
anything. They are used to being 
taken advantage of." 

Some organizations, such as Save 
Our Kentucky, and some leaders, 
such as U. S. Congressman Ken 
Hechler of West Virginia, are fight
ing to ban st rip mining and replace 
the process w ith we ll -regu lated 
deep mines. Others are taking steps 
to provide mountain fami li es with 
health ca re and jobs. 

The Bl ack Lung Associatio n, Doc
tors Rasmussen and Buff and others 
are leading a battle for improved 
black lung benefit laws on the state 
and federal level as we ll as fighting 
so that miners with the disease can 
get benefits and new jobs. Dr. Ras
mussen, through resea rch at his lab, 
is also tryi ng to show what is wrong 
with present black lung benefit laws 
regulat ions. Dr. Buff, who speaks 
several times a week before groups 
of miners, tries to tell them the facts 
·of the disease and the benefit laws 
and also encourages them to press 
for increased benefits. So does the 
Black Lung Association . 

More and more co mmunity 
workers, many with church related 
programs, are helping miners apply 
for black lung benefits and then 
helping them appeal when they are 
turned down. 

Volunteer doctors staff on a part
time basis health clinics in such 
communities as Clairfield, Jellico 
and White Oak, Tennessee, and 
Frakes, Kentucky. They and others 
hope to affiliate all of these clinics 
with a nearby hospital. 

Natural and man-made disasters have 
long been part of the rhythm of life in 
Apyalachia. The latest disasl<'r, the result of 
a flood which occurred when a coal waste pife 
across a tributary of Buffalo Creek iri West 
Virginia gave way, left 70 persons dead . A 
strong faith sustains the Appalachian peopl.e . 
Today CO RA, a coalition of 17 Christian 
commt1nions and ten stat<' councils of churches, 
is working to improve life in the area. 



In Whitesburg, Kentu cky, vo lun
teer Mennonite doctors, al l doing 
alternative service, have staffed the 
Daniel Boone clinic at the Appala
chian Regional Hospital for the past 
seven yea rs. 

" There are few health facilities in 
the area," said Dr. Bill Dow, who 
works at the White Oak, Tennessee, 
cl inic. " What there are are just 
swamped and there's not adequate 
personnel. 

" Most people when they get sick, 
they' re not used to seeing anybody 
until their condition gets really bad . 
Then they got a problem on their 
hands. Just changing the emphasis 
from crisis medicine to early diagno
sis and prevention is one of the big
gest problems. 

" People come in for one thing," 
explained the doctor, a Vanderbilt 
University graduate who is doing his 
internship at the clinic, " and then 
when we examine them we find out 
more. 

" Hypertension is a predominant 
disease and diet has a lot to do with 
it. Dieting is one of the toughest 
problems you can deal with. 

" A lot of kids have worms rang
ing from pin worms, which can ' t 
cause much harm, to round worms. 
Three years ago at a Head Start 
school near here they discovered 
that 50 per cent of the kids had 
parasites. 

" I've seen a lot of chronic lung 
diseases," he added. " A lot of peo
ple come in for that. We also deal a 
lot with urinary tract infection ." 

Employment efforts in Central Ap
palachia are on a small scale but 
even the smallest employment proj
ect can have a large impact given 
the economic situation . In Breathitt 
County, Kentucky, employment in
creased 13 per cent in January 1971 
when a small chair factory opened . 
It only employs five people but then 
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total emp loyment in the co unty
excluding education, highway and 
other government service jobs-was 
only 39 people in three sma ll indus
tries. 

The factory, the Sulphur Gap 
Chair Factory and Wood Works, be
gan after Oscar Hensley, a loca l 
chairmaker, contacted the Rev. Ben 
Poage, head of the Grass Roots Eco
nomic Development Corp., about 
f inancing a larger operation . Tech
nical assistance was supplied with 
the help of the Commission on Reli
gion in Appalachia. 

In Clairfield, Tennessee, the 
town 's first non-coal industry, a 
wood pallet factory opened in June, 
1971. It employs 14 people in the 
manufacture of the pallets which are 
used to store items in factories and 
warehouses so they can be easily 
moved by forklift trucks. The factory 
also helped establish a saw mill with 
three employees to supply it with 
wood . 

The factory was started as a result 
of a year's work by members of the 
Federation of Communities in Ser
vice (FOCIS) , a mountain-based 
group which was started five years 
ago by a group of former Glenmary 
Catholic Sisters. 

" All there is around here is strip 
mining besides this," commented 
Charles York, the factory's foreman. 

" The factory has brought a new 
life to the people," said Bobby 
Loveday, plant manager. " The par
ents of many workers here are 
either on welfare or food stamps 
and they could've done the same 
thing. This goes to show that they 
do want to work. I had to turn away 
28 people who applied for work be
fore we opened and they still come 
in here all the time looking for a 
job." 

Other employment efforts are 
aimed at farming . The Grass Roots 

Eco nomic Development Corp. is 
helping set up co-ops which rai se 
rabbits for sa le as food while a Men
nonite project based in Whitesburg, 
Kentucky, is also helping families 
rai se rabbits for both food and re
sea rch use. Some 16 counties in 
Eastern Kentucky are involved in 
rabbit raising. 

The Mennonites, whose group in
cludes members of other faiths, also 
have helped start tomato and potato 
growing co-ops-last year's potato 
crop was sold mainly to a nearby 
potato chip factory-and are help
ing families raise heifers and feeder 
pigs. The pigs are raised from birth 
to the time they achieve 40 pounds 
-the period when they need the 
most care-and then they are sold 
to northern grain farmers who raise 
them to slaughter weight. 

Other religious backed programs 
also are involved in feeder pig oper
ations. 

Abo ut 5,000 persons in the moun
tains are involved in producing 
crafts for sale. The groups, many be
longing to the Federation of Appa
lachian Craft Groups, include 
FOCIS's Model Valley Folk Arts in 
Clairfield, Tennessee, which makes 
totebags, and Hill 'N' Hollow Crafts, 
a Mennonite-rooted group in 
Whitesburg, Kentucky, which has 25 
families mainly making stuffed dolls 
and animals. 

Hill 'N' Hollow is an off-shoot of 
the Mennonite's Letcher County 
Family Services which provides 
homemaking, sewing, budgeting 
and other services not provided by 
official agencies. The craft program 
arose out of the need to provide 
families they served with additional 
income. Family Services also helped 
one man finance a woodworking 
shop and he now makes and sells 
cradles, coat racks, nut and salad 
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I the fulness thereof." 

bowl , br ad boards and oth r 
wood raft . 

E n a raft proj ct can a much 
a doubl a family's income since 
av rag in om for a mountain hol 
low family is only 1,000. 

Fa tory and farm jobs ar consid -
red th most h lpful for in addi 

tion to providing alternatives to 
mining th y may help stabilize the 
population and slow the youth 

odu . Pr ntly 60 per cent of th 
population of the mountains is 

1th r ov r 65 or under 21 years of 
age. 

" P opl don' t want to leave the 
mountain ," aid th pallet factory's 
Lov day. " Th y leave because of 
JOb . I know p ople who 've been 
gon 25-30 y ars and still want to 
com back." 

any women who have lost hus
bands in the mines-such as in the 

o mber 28, 1968, Farmington , 
e t irginia, disaster that killed 78 

or the December 30, 1970, explo
ion at the Finl y Brothers Coal Co. 

mine on Hurricane Creek near 
oot n, Kentucky, that killed 39-

have organized to try to change the 
de tructi eness of the life that is 
forced on mountain families. 

" ur purpo e," said Mrs. Bonnie 
Rob rt , head of the Survivors of the 
Hurricane Creek Massacre, " is to 
keep children in school and young 
men out of the coal mines. We want 
better educational opportunities 
and the development of jobs and 
indu tries so that people will no 
longer be forced into working the 
mine ." 

The many efforts now taking 
place in ppalachia may eventually 
bring about that change, end the 
defeatism and despair of the people 
and gi e them some hope. • 

r. De uth i a reporter for the 
Chicago Sun-Time and a frequent con
tnbutor to church publications. 

CORA on Strip Mining 
"The effects of strip mining on 

the environment and on people 
living in the affected areas are 
important and constitute a moral 
i sue. 

"Regulatory legislation, which 
s fair, uniform, enforceable and 
fully enforced is essential to pro

the environment, the people 
and the communities affected 
nd those operators who are 

ready and willing to assume re
spon bility for mining without 
damage to environment or peo-
ple. 

''The legislation should, as a 
minimum, ban stripping where 
reclamation is not possible. It 

Id require genuine reclama
wherever stripping is per-

mttted. 
rdl should be pushed in 

of less damaging tech
niques of mining and more effec-

reclamation techniques." 
Thi I the position of the Com

mission on eligion in Appalachia 
«J()Kjl\J, a coalition of seventeen 
Olristilln communions and ten 

cotancils of churches work
tnt1...,,..r to deal with the 

•IP:Mll, moral and spiritual as
of the economic, social and 
I conditions in Appalachia. 

Its statement of concern, 
-MIX>b9CI March 15, CORA recog

t there is "no consen
among Christians on the is
of strip mining. Those op'° a total ban argue that 
llllftl"ilUI is the easiest way to 

r'.W._,lde coal needed to meet 
ng demands for electric 
• Proponents of banning 

[ ;Jlilllewe stripping results in envi-

ronmental damage, undermines 
local economies, dislocates peo
ple and destroys natural beauty. 

CORA calls on members of its 
constituent communions to study 
the problem, and politically sup
port their conclusions, bearing in 
mind requirements of steward
ship, ecological balance, com
munity stability, and the well
being of the people of the region 
and mankind as a whole. 

CORA's own Christian assump
tions are fourfold: 

" 'The earth is the Lord's and 
the fulness thereof; the world and 
they that dwell therein' (Ps. 24:1). 
God is the creator of the earth 
and of man. All resources of the 
earth belong to God. Their use by 
man must at all times be gov
erned by His laws and guided by 
His purposes. 

"Man is a steward, entrusted 
by God with the care and use of 
earth's resources. Private owner
ship of property is a man-made 
institution which, like all other 
human structures and institutions, 
must be disciplined and guided 
by the over-arching responsibility 
of stewardship. 

"God, in His providence, has 
given us a planet contrived with 
remarkable ecological balan 
fundamental aspect of 
stewardship relates to the 
vation of that marvel 
delicate balance. 

"It is God's will 
sources of the earth 
conserved and us 
will bring maxim 
fillment and abu 
all his ch" 



"There is a gro1l'i11g conccm in 
ihian churches about the use of natu
ral resources. Nat11ral resources like 
oil arc finite. they are limited. and 
hotL' they arc used in a dci:cloping 
nation is clearly a theological q11es
tio11. They are God-gii:en. not man
crcatcd. and they certainly sliould not 
he exploited imply by tl1e rich. 
There's a groicing dismay that tl1e 
dei:eloped nations thriue off tlie re
wmrces of the underdeveloped na
tion." 

Bishop Yap Kim Hao, 
The fethodist Church of 
~lalaysia and Singapore 

In the past two years the substan
tial continental shelves of Southeast 
Asia have become the scene of inten
sive oil explorations. The big inter
national oil companies, as well as 
many smaller prospectors hoping to 
find "black gold," have poured men, 
money and machines into the area in 
a massive way. 

The focus of what can legitimately 
be described as an oil boom has been 
Indonesia and the tiny enclave of 
Brunei in north Borneo, both with a 
long history of oil production. Indo
nesia, in fact, was fifth in the world 
in oil production before World War 
II. Japan drove south at the begin
ning of World War II precisely to 
gain control of Indonesia's Sumatran 
oil fields. 

The most substantial current activ
ity still lies in these two states, but 
Malaysia, Thailand and Cambodia 
have let concessions on most of their 
offshore waters and South Viet am 
is in the process of receiving bids. 
The Philippines, with good oil pros
pects, has not yet made significant oil 
strikes and has not decided whether 
to make a major governmental effort 
in explorations. Even isolationist Bur
ma's na tional oil company has con
tracted with an American drilling 
firm for offshore drilling in its Gulf 
of Martaban. Singapore has blos
somed in the past few years into the 
largest oil refining center between the 
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Middle East and Japan. 
Few offshore wells yet produce 

commercial quantities of oil, but a 
careful survey suggests that Southeast 
Asia may by 1980 be able to satisfy 
about 10 percent of world demand, or 
seven million barrels a day. This out
put would not rival the hegemony of 
great producers like the Middle East, 
the U.S. and Russia. But Southeast 
Asian oil has other advantages: the 
very low sulphur content of much of 
the oil so fa r produced in Indonesia; 
its proximity to Japan, the world's 
major oil importer; and the oppor
tunity for nations to diversify the 
areas from which they get oil ( espe
cially with the Middle East in con
stant turmoil ). 

But the simple presence of even 
major oil reserves is no panacea for 
underdevelopment; it only offers pos
sibility. The list is sad and long of 
nations-the sheikhdoms of the Mid
dle East, larger countries like Saudi 
Arabia, Venezuela and even Iran
where huge amounts of oil have been 
found but have profited primarily the 
oil companies and a few super-rich 
people. Oil possession is no guarantee 
of true national development. 

Even within Indonesia, which is al
ready producing almost one million 
barrels a day and where the oil indus
try is nationalized, there is consider
able doubt whether even increasing 
the production many times over 
would help the country in the way 
that it ought. In the first place, Per
tamina, the national oil company, has 
now plowed back as much of the 
oil or its profits as it might into Indo
nesia's economy. There is substantial 
evidence that Pertamina uses some 
of its increasing wealth to support the 
army and maintain the current ad
ministration. 

But more important, Indonesian oil, 
especially that likely to come from 
the new offshore activity, is being de
veloped by W estern international 
giants--ostensibly under Indonesian 
control. Indonesia will keep less than 
40 percent of the oil and its profits 

Vertical lines represent 
oil-producing areas; 
horizontal lines, exploring 
regions, and dots, 
prospecting areas. 
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FDR WHOSE bAmPS? 

1ilrl11r for its own use. The rest goes to cover 
the companies' substantial expenses 
and to maintain their handsome 
profits. 

International oil is a closed system. 
Shel l, Esso, Gulf, British Petroleum, 
Mobil, Texaco, Chevron and the like 
find and extract oil, refin e, ship and 
market the products-picking up 
profits all along the way. And because 
of the nature of the system it all flows 
basically one way-from the under
developed world to the developed. 

Ninety percent of the expo rted oil 
comes from the developing countries 
and most of it goes to the developed 
nations. The United Sta tes, the 
world's large oil producer, exports 
none. Until recently surpassed by 
Japan, the U.S. was the world's larg
est oil importer. ( Asia, which has 
well over half the world's population, 
produces only three percent of the 
world's oil-including China's in
creasing output. ) 

A country like Idonesia, tempted 
by substantial income, ties itself into 
this system and finds almost all of its 
oil going to drive the industries of the 
West and Japan. Fifty percent of In
donesia's current production-which 
amounts to 70 percent of its exports
now goes to Japan and 15 percent to 
the U.S. Yet if Indonesia is ever going 
to develop its own industri es rather 
than serve as a low-cost quarry and 
garden for industrialized nations it 
ought to use more of that oil-even 
at some cost in foreign exchange- at 
home. 

Chase Manhattan Bank recently 
pointed out that if one takes all 
American oil use-in homes, gasoline, 
industries, power plants-and divides 
it by American population, it takes 
three gallons a day for each Ameri
can to enjoy his way of life. If the 
world's estimated 3.75 billion people 
each used three gallons a day, the 
world would have to produce five and 
a half times as much oil. ( 1971 pro
duction was 48 million barrels a day.) 

Obviously, that much oi l is not 
available. It just won't go around. 

Moreover, none of the alternative 
sources of energy-nuclear power, 
solar production, thermal energy, 
hydroelectricity- can replace oil as 
the primary energy for industrial 
progress fo r many yea rs-probably 
many decades-to come. 

Which raises the question: Should 
a developing country that finds oil 
sell most of its precious resource to 
the developed countries? The return 
in hard cash in the short run is a ttrac
tive but how do the developing na
tions ever close the gap with the 
industrialized world if they provide 
the energy for others? 

Another qu stion : To what extent 
do we use our military might to keep 
pressure on the third world to allow 
us- and our European and Japanese 
alli es-to use their natural resources 
to our advantage? 

Obviously, if an Indones ia or Thai
land or Malaysia produces large 
amounts of oil, they are going to be 
better off economically than if they 
have to continue to bring in ever 
increasing amounts of oil at ever 
higher prices. 

Yet, given the nature of the world 
oil and general world economic pic
ture, one can only be pessimistic 
about whether the discovery of sub
stantial deposits of oil (and increas
ingly important natu ral gas) will 
mean very much fo r the libera tion of 
people in developing nations. 

These are important issues that lie 
a t the heart of whether life for the 
masses of people in this part of Asia 
is going to be more meaningful and 
abundant. On the whole they have 
not been addressed by the tiny mi
nority Christian community. But a 
few prophetic individuals have begun 
to ask how best a people breaks some 
of the bonds which have prevented 
growth. 

It is a beginning. • 

Leon Howell reports frequently from 
S0t1theast Asia. He is co-author, with 
Michael Morrow, of a book, Oil in South
east Asia: Profit Into Whose Pocket?, 
to be publi hed soon. 
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FROM PROTEST TO PROGRAM 
Mary D. Powers 
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A T A• TIME when individuals 
around the country ar ex
pr ssing powerlessness to 
reform public institutions, 

a Chicago ar a group cali d the All i-
ance to End R pr ss ion has made 
ome notable progress . It helped 

spark the grand jury investigation of 
the Fred Hampton and Mark Clark 
killings, introduced bail r form and 
opened the procedures of the Chicago 
Police Board to public accountabili ty. 
And it is effectively mobilizing "con
cerned citizen power" to deal with a 
gamut of issues: community acces to 
cable television; civil liberties in 
Cairo, Illinoi ; racial discrimination in 
the police department; selection of 
jurors for coroner's inquests. 

The name of the organization con
jures an image of young militants, 
but among the Alliance to End Re
pression's activists are middle-aged, 
well-groomed, and soft-spoken adults 
sharing responsibilities with bearded, 
denim-clad students working within 
the sy t m. The name of the organiza
tion frightens off many people, but 
it really speaks to what we're trying 
to do. 

"We have a kind of collective, non
charismatic style," says the Rev. John 
Hill, co-coordinator of the Alliance. 
"We are basically white, middle-class 
and nonabrasive. We don't grab 
microphones at meetings. We don't 
work in the streets. We're not into the 
'crowd' kind of thing. 

"We go directly to the decision 
makers responsible for our govern
ment institutions. We attempt to be 
as sharply honed as we possibly can. 
We do our homework. We move from 
protest to program. We push as hard 
as we can within the limits of legal 
procedures. And, what's especially 
important, we stay on the case.'' 

The Alliance is a coalition of about 
35 organizations, ranging from store
front community groups in Chicago's 
black and Latin ghettos to human 
relations units in the suburbs. Its 
origin can be traced to the fall of 
1969 when a handful of Chicago 
leaders gathered to consider the 
growing repression of constitutional 
rights of the young, the blacks, the 
poor, and the dissenters. Among the 
leaders were representatives of the 
Chicago Committee to Defend the 
Bill of Rights, the Northern Illinois 
Conference Board of Social Concerns 
of the United Methodist Church, the 
American Civil Liberties Union, the 

Jewish Committee on Urban Affairs, 
the American Friends Servic Com
mitt e, the Black Coalition for United 
Community Action, the Association of 
Chi ago Priests, the Independent 
Voters of Illinois and some labor 
unions. 

They decided that a new quality of 
defense was needed to counteract the 
growing threats to civil liberties. Re
pression was entrenched in the legal 
and criminal justice systems. At the 
same time it became evident that 
some public offices could be r formed 
simply by being required to comply 
with the laws and statutes governing 
them. A few months later, with the 
inclusion of other local leadershi p and 
the fo rmation of issue-oriented task 
fo rces , the Alliance to End Repression 
called its first monthly council meet
ing. 

Bail Reform 

One of the first and most far-reach
ing Alliance efforts was bail reform. 
Hundreds of students, social workers, 
teachers, clergy and community work
ers began observing and resea rching 
in the weekend Holiday Court, an 
eye-opening experience. Scores of 
persons accused of misdemeanors 
were being "processed" by the court. 
They found that the average bail 
hearing lasted forty-five seconds
forty-five seconds in which the judge 
decided whether the accused might 
be able to post bond or be sent 
to jail-often for months-awaiting 
trial, whether a family might have to 
join the welfare rolls because of a 
fa ther's absence, whether a student 
might lose a semester in school, 
whether the accused's chances for fu
ture employment would be shadowed 
with a jail record. 

Illinois takes pride in having abol
ished the bail bondsman system, pro
hibited excessive bail, and made ade
quate provisions for release on recog
nizance. (Release on recognizance 
bonds is granted on the probability of 
the accused returning to court; deter
mining factors are stability in the 
community, family ties, length of em
ployment, length of time lived in one 
place, etc. ) Yet release on recogni
zance was rarely granted. A high pro
portion of prisoners in the Cook 
County (Chicago and some suburbs) 
Jail were awaiting trial. 

Following the court-watching 

Mary Powers is secretary, A lliance to 
End Repression. 

John Hill, Alliance co-ordinator, 
speaks before the Cidl Rights 
division of the Law Enforcement 
Assistance Administratio11 im:esti
gating racial discrimi11ation 
i11 the Chicago Police Departme11t . 

[283] 17 



I ha e, " group of abou t 25 persons 
comprising the llianc ·s Bail Task 
For e worked fo r months and finally 
obtained reluctant permi sion from 
the ourt to initia te an interview and 
erifica tion p rogram. Th y enlisted 

th aid of volunteer lawyers to de
fend each accu ed p r on (all ac
cused person are offered rep resenta
tion ) on the basis of the in formation 
obtained in th interview. 

" ubj ctive judgments about 
wh ther the accused will how in 
court are inevitable," says a memb r 
of the pecial Bail Project, "but we 
ar careful, especially when inter-

iewi.ng repeaters, persons charged 
wi th weapons violations, and heavy 
d rug cases." 

Release on recognizance bonds are 
now granted liberally, money bonds 
ar u ually reasonable, and , as a re
sult, th inmate popula tion in the 
Cook County House of Correction is 
down 400 to 600 people on any given 
day. Mos t important, justice is dis
pensed on a more equal basis regard
les of the financial ability of the ac
cused . A follow-up program reminds 
the accused of his court date. An 
advisory board of lawyers and com
munity leaders meets monthly. 

Bailiffs and other court personnel 
have become most supportive. Last 
December when for the fi rst time vol
unteers were allowed to begin inter
viewing at 7 :30 a.m. instead of at 

9 a.m., enabling them to veri fy much 
more information before the hearings 
began, excitement was as high among 
court personnel as among members 
of the bail project. 

In December the program was ex
tended from misdemeanor to fe lony 
court. The aim of the bail project is 
to see the program b come full y insti
tutionali zed . 

Police-Community Problems 

Police problem have been a major 
focus for the Alliance since its early 
days. An ad-hoc task fo rce brought 
together 69 organiza tions to petition 
for a grand jury and a special prose
cutor to investigate the pre-dawn raid 
in which Black Panthers Fred Hamp
ton and Mark Clark were killed in 
December, 1969. The requests were 
granted, and after many months, in
dictments were returned against sev
eral members of ~he raiding party and 
State's Attorney E dward V. Hanra
han. Although charged with con
spiracy to obstruct justice, Hanrahan 
campaigned for-and won!-re-elec
tion in the March primary- some
thing which probably could happen 
only in Chicago. 

Racial tension is a constant factor 
in police-community problems. A 
small proportion- perhaps 17 per
cent-of Chicago's policemen are 
black and there are few black ser
geants and lieutenants. There is strong 
feeling in the black community that 
the police department discriminates 
in its hiring and promotion practices. 

"The Chicago police blame the 
Illinois Civil Service Commission for 
the lack of blacks in higher echelons," 
says Fred Glick, head of the Police
Community Problems Task Force. 
"But few of the 70 appointP.es in cer
tain higher jobs which are exempt 
from the Commission are black." 

The Alliance joined the Afro
American Patrolmen's League in re
questing the Law Enforcement Assist
ance Administra tion to withhold 
funds from · the Chicago Police De
partment until an investigation of 
discrimination is carried out. Police 
Superintendent James B. ~onlisk, Jr. 
says that no racial identification is 
kept on department persi:mnel. Fair 
Employment Pr;ictices 9 8i:irnission 
regulations forbid employers to query 
prospective workers about their race, 
he has argued. But Alliance members 
wonder how the department can com
ply with feqeral regulations forbid-

d ing discrimination in hiring and 
promotion without keeping records. 

An All iance attempt to obtain in
fo1mation regarding the authorization 
of police budget funds for surveil
lance of peaceful demonstrations, 
campus rallies and civil rights 
marches also met with no success. 

After futile attempts to get infor
mation from Superintendent Conlisk, 
tpe Alliance's Police-Community Task 
Force discovered the existence of a 
civilian Police Board and began at
tending monthly meetings. 

"Th
0

e board was as rubber stamp 
as anything you could imagine," re
calls Mr. Glick. "The board had the 
power to name the superintendent of 
police, adapt police department regu
lations, review the budget, and review 
police disciplinary decisions. But the 
only thing it had ever done was re
view rules. 

"The first meeting we attended 
lasted ten minutes. The board presi
dent read off the police department 
ord~rs and rules by number only and 
the members- all appointees of 
Mayor Daley- approved them unani
mously. We began asking questions. 
Board members admitted they had 
just unanimously approved rules but 
that not one of them could recall spe
cifically what they were about or even 
the nature of things they concerned." 

Civilian Investigator 

During the several months of Alli
ance presence, attendance at police 
board meetings has grown to close to 
a hundred citizens. The Police Com
munity Task Force has encouraged 
the presence at the meeting of people 
to give support to blacks, whites and 
Latin spokesmen who press sugges
tions and questions from the fl oor. 
Meetings have been moved from a 
small conference room with no provi
sion for observers to a large audi
torium. 

The board now has agreed to make 
public the general orders and regula
tions of the Police Department and to 
consider the Alliance proposal that a 
civilian be added to the Internal Af
fa irs Division of the Police Depart
ment which investigates "sensitive" 
cases in which police killings of civil
ians are involved . The appointment of 
such a person could be a first step to 
calm fears of the black community 
that the investigative division is set 
u~ to "whitewash" any irresponsible 
police action. 
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Poli c upcrintendcnt on lisk has 
agr d to monthly meetings r garding 
police-community problems. At a 

far h meeting with Mr. Conlisk, 
lli an c representatives emphas ized 

the high degree of public outrage and 
concern over police-community rela
ti ons; if sp cine cases discussed at the 
m ting arc handled without delay, 
neighborhood tensions could be al
layed. 

Prepara tion to attend meetings is 
essen tial, the R v. John Hill explains. 
"Before we go into a meeting, we dis
cuss goals, pro edures, sty! , order of 
questions, con tingency planning. 
vVhen we call for members at a meet
ing, w want them to be effective. ' "'e 
have to di tingui h between rabble
rousing and organizing people for ef
fective action. Preparation also keeps 
us from manipula ting delegations
just using them as 'warm bodies' to 
strengthen a how of cone rn . Our 
approach is to empower and educate 
people through involvement." 

The same kind of careful home
work and doggedness is characteristi c 
of other Alliance task fo rces. The 
Legislative Task Force is developing 
grassroo ts pressure on Congress to de
fea t repress ive bills and support hu
man rights legislation. It has fought 
for repeal of the Emergency Deten
tion amp Law of 1950, the defea t of 
the school prayer amendment and 
defeat of anti-busing amendments. 

The Media Task Force's represen
tativ recently testified at the Illinois 
Commerce Commission hearings 
stressing the need for community and 
civic groups to have access to cabk 
television. Members are infonning 
thems lves regarding model ordi
nances. 

The Prison Task Force is dealing 
with problems of inmates of county 
and state institutions. A Midwest 
prison action-conference is being 
planned and task force members are 
working with church and community 
representatives in fi ve states to plan 
alternative to incarceration. 

Civil Rights in Cairo 

The Cairo Task Force is a ttempting 
to focus public attention on the lack 
of law enforcement and subsequent 
repression in that racially tom town 
in southern Illinois. The Alliance ini 
tiated requests from church and in
terracial organizations to the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights to hold 
hearings in Cairo. Responding, tl1e 

Jam es Compton , acting director of the Chicago Urban League, is part of the Alliance 
delegation petitioning the LEAA Civil Rights investigating team for public hearings. 
Opposite page, Dorothy Mattox tells the investigating team of personal family tragedy . 

Civil Rights Commission held hear
ings in March in Cairo. One area they 
inves tigated was the lack of response 
by local, state and federa l govern
ments to reques ts for protection of 
civil rights by the black ci tizens of 
Cairo. 

Members of the Cairo Task Force 
sp nt several months resea rching and 
summarizing previous reports on the 
area's problems. They have produced 
a document on the need for responsi
ble government intervention to pro
tect the civil liberties and enforce
ment of justice for the citiz ns of 
Cairo. This document was prepared 
with the approval and cooperation of 
the black United Front of Cairo and 
may prove an effective tool for 
forcing accountability from those 
seeking public offi ce in Illinois in the 
fall election. 

Endorsements are being sought 
from church and civil libertarian 
groups with a dual purpose of adding 
weight to the recommendations to 
government officials and to inform 
concerned citizens as to these viola
tions of civil rights in hopes that in
formed voters may change the situa
tion in Cairo-and in other little-

known situations across the country. 
During the months of editorial 

work, a major effort was made to in
volve chu rches and temples in a four
county area in collections of food and 
clothing for the people of Cairo. 

All the efforts of the Alliance (and 
there are still other task forces con
cerned with jury reform, surveillance 
and political trials) involve the work 
of hundreds of volunteers with a full 
time staff of two-associate coordi
nators, John Hill and Betty Plank. 

The key to succe s, as Father Hill 
explains it, is "presence." "The first 
thing is to be present-at the board 
of correction, the criminal courts, the 
board of county commissioners, the 
jury committees of Cook County, the 
City Council. The presence of people 
in itself restrains arbitrary judicial 
action. We must forego the old inter
pretation of Christian meekness." 

Betty Plank added, "Presence and 
persistence. We are like the widow in 
Jesus' parable. We keep coming to 
the 'judges' and whether they believe 
in the rights for which we push or 
not, they give, little by little, to get 
rid of us. They know we won't go 
a"vay." • 
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THE ATI-IOLIC WEEKLY, Twin Circle, 
has a Question-Box-type column con
ducted by Father William Les ter 
called "The Moral Angle." He was 
asked : "Is there a limit to how much 
mon y we can morally keep if we 
are rich? For instance, must a person 
give up everything after the first 
million dollars?" His reply: ". . . 
Judging from circumstances in th 
United States, it seems to me that 
a man may morally be a multi
millionaire here." 

This was a very reassuring response, 
I am sure; you can imagine the sigh 
of relief that went up from numerous 
rich Catholics across the country. The 
only trouble is the fac t that the 
answer is a dramatic instance of a 
blindness to reality and d afness to 
the gospel. 

TI1e effort we make to escape the 
real power of the gospel amounts, at 
times, to a conspiracy. We are very 
clever a t watering down the \vord of 
God and diffusing the explosive pow r 
of God's challenging call. A perfec t 
example of thi s is seen in our inter
pretation of his teaching about riches 
and wealth . God has said some very 
strong, very clear, very definite things 
on the subject. 

From St. James, for instance, we 
hear : "You rich, weep and wail over 
your impending miseries. Your wealth 
has rotted, your fine wardrobe has 
grown moth-eaten. Your gold and 
silver have corroded, and their corro
sion shall be a testimony against you." 
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St. Paul goes so far as to consider 
greed for this world's goods "idolatry" 
-depending on some creature instead 
of God for happiness and salvation. 
No one, however, has been so vehe
ment in pronouncing against riches as 
Jesus. He claims that it is morally 
impossible for a rich man to be saved . 
So impossible is it, as a matter of 
fact, that "a camel could more ea ily 
squeeze through the eye of a needle 
than a rich man get into the kingdom 
of God." 

For years men have tried to escape 

the obvious meaning of Jesus' words. 
Hence we get beautiful rationaliza
tions Hke the following: "In Hebrew 
the word for 'cable' is a variant of the 
word for 'camel'; so perhaps Jesus 
really meant cable. And 'eye of a 
needle' might refer to a particularly 
narrow gate in Jerusalem. We see, 
consequently, that it would not be so 
hard fo r a cable to pass through a 
gate in a wall ." Unfortunately, this 
exercise in wishfu l thinking fails to 
gain au thentic scholarly support; so 
one is stuck with Jesus' hard pro
nouncement. As [G. K. ] Chesterton 
once put it, we can commiss ion our 
most ingenious manufacturer to pro
duce the world's largest needle and 
our explorers to search out the 
smalles t camel, and still it will not 
help very much our effort to escape 
from the full import of Jesus' words: 
It is morally impossible for a rich man 
to atta in salvation. "How miserable 
for you who are rich, fo r you have had 
all your comforts" (Luke 6:24 ). 

Jesus makes the remark about the 
camel and the eye of the needle 
following his conversation with the 
young man who asked what he had 
to do to secure eternal life. When it 
was ascertained that he had already 
been keeping the commandments, he 
realized that this was not enough. He 
asked Jesus, "What is still mis ing in 
my life?" Jesus then told him, "If you 
want to be perfect, go now and sell 
your property and give the money 
away to the poor; you will have 
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ri hes in heaven. Then com and 
follow me." We try to water this 
down, too. \ Ve argue that, in using 
the word "pe1fect," Jesus was calling 
him to a very special vocation. vV 've 
tried to ease the challenge of the 
word of God by suggesting that Jesus 
was calling this man to take a special 
vow of poverty. But we find out that 
when Jesus said , "If you want to b 
perfect," it was precisely the same 
as saying, "If you want to be a Chris
tian-if you want to be a disciple." 
Jesus called thi man to fo llow him, 
as he calls all of us to fo llow him . 

s John McKenzie points out. "The 
man does not become a disciple, and 
the only invitation Jesus gives him is 
the call to renounce his wealth ." 

It's obvious that the disciples of 
Jesus reali zed the implica tions of his 
message; that's pr cisely why they 
were so amazed to hear what he said . 
They were astound d largely because 
they had been living under the de
lusion of a popular myth of that time 
(still very much with us)-the belief 
that ri ches and wealth were a sign of 
God's favor and pleasure. Now Jesus 
comes along and says that not only 
are ri ches and wealth not a sign of 
God's favo r but a serious obstacle 
to entering the kingdom of God. 

The di sciples said to Jesus, "If this 
is so, then who can possibly be 
saved?" Jesus looked them straight in 
the eye and replied, "Humanly speak
ing, it is impossibl , but with God 
anything is possible." We have exer
cised a final rationalization on this 
d claration, proposing that Jesus 
meant tha t by a miracle it would be 
possible for a rich man to remain rich 
and still enter the kingdom of heaven. 
But Jesus isn't saying this at all. When 
he refers to the impossible becoming 
possible through God's help, he means 
that though it is so extremely diffi cult 
for us to free ourselves from the 
wealth and ri ches to which we are 
so a ttached, we can, with God's in
spiration, do what otherwise would 
be impossible. 

Jesus makes another significan t 
point about riches in the parable of 
the rich man who decided to build 
bigger barns for himself to store all 
his wealth . When Jesus speaks abou t 
this man being "asked for his soul," 
he isn't speaking about sudden death, 
but the daily account demanded from 
a soul, based on the response to the 
need for love. In other words, Jesus 
is not simply warning against hord-
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ing grea t possess ions, as though it is 
all right to be rich just as long as 
you keep spending. He is condemning 
being rich in the first place, a far cry 
from what some would have hi 
parable mean, namely, a mild rendi
tion of "Don't get stuck with a lot of 
wealth at the end , for you can't take 
it with you ." 

God's comments on wealth and 
riches as an obs tacle to salva tion con
front us wi th a very clear and hard 
(and highly unpopular ) teaching. 
Anyone who has tri ed to preach this 
aspect of the gospel can tell you about 
the cold reception it frequently g ts 
from the congregation. I attempted to 
preach on the subject recently, and 
afterwards a friend came up and 
reported that she had sat just ahead 
of a woman who kept ommenting 
throughout the homily, "That's ridicu
lous; what's he tryi ng to push off on 
us ; who's he trying to kid?" 

Why does Jesus say what he does? 
Is it because he is trying to promote 
poverty (we have a wa r against it! ) 
for its own sake? Is it because he's 
trying to sugges t distrust and con
tempt for the goods of this world and 
material possessions in general? one 
of these. There is no merit in a kind 
of passive indigence, or ritual non
possession. As a matter of fact, simi lar 
attitudes have led to grea t aberrations 
in the history of the church. No, Jesus 
presents a very pos itive gospel; and 
he says what he does about ri ches be
cause it follows from the command
ment of love. It has to be impossible 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
of heaven. For if a man is to gain 
eternal life he must love his neighbor, 
and when you do that you don't have 
ri ches left over. 

Being without riches and wealth 
becomes an unavoidable consequence. 
The whole thrust is outward, directed 
toward the need of others. A person 
who does this inevitably finds that it 
just so happens that when you try 
to be a Christian, you don't end up 
with riches. The gospel call is a call 
to gratuitously share with others, in 
the name of Jesus, the material goods 
we have--sharing them especially 
with those who most need them. 

The basis for the whole go pel mes
sage of Jes us about wealth and riches 
is the rucial truth we hav already 
emphasized-the relationship all men 
have with one another. The problem 
stems from our fai lure to recognize 
our relatives-all our relatives. 

Let me give you an example. 
Imagine that I am solely responsible 
fo r the care of my two brother and 
two sisters. Suppose you vi it us in 
our home and you see us seated 
around the table, everybody nicely 
dressed, warm, comfortable, enjoying 
a wonderful meal-all except one little 
sister of mine, whom you notice, with 
horror, si tting at the table in a tattered 
dress, obviously disea ed, quite lit ral
ly starving to death . You find this in
credible; you are unable to believe 
anybody who professes to love God 
could be so insensitive to the needs 
of his blood rela tion. Our problem, 
you see, is in fa iling to recognize tha t 
there are, in fact, many brothers and 
sisters of ours ea ted at our table in 
tatter , plagued with sickness, bur
dened with starvation. 

onsequently, a Christian who i a 
rich man is really a blind man for 
he fa ils to see that there are childr n 
and people of all ages at hi tab! in 
desperate need of help ( recognize 
you r relatives, fo r example, in the 
pictures we see of the suffering thou
sands in Vi tnam and Pakis tan) . A 
w althy man makes a trave ty of 
Chri tian commitment if he fai ls to 
rea lize that he is a mere steward of 
God' creation, that the material 
possessions he has have been n
trusted to him for distribution accord
ing to the needs of others. A wealthy 
and rich Christian is a contradi tion 
in terms precisely because such a man 
fai ls to recognize that God has des:red 
to share his creation equall y with all 
men, all of whom, without discrimi
nation , are his children. A wealthy 
man can find salvation only wh n h 
finds it in his heart to see that riche 
and wealth are not a ign of God's 
favor, but a sign of God's command 
to share with those most in need . 

We fai l to see that there is a great 
differ nee between a mere distribution 
of surplus, what we can spa re, what 
is over and above, what will not reall 
cost anything-there is a great differ
en e between thi and authenti gi -
ing, which i a matter of sacrificing. 
Jesus tried to illustrate this when he 
saw the widow drop two coins int 
the trea ury. H said this about her : 
"I a su re you that this poor widow 
has put in mor than all of th m ( th 
rich people dropping their contribu
tions into the tr asury) for th ha e 
all put in ' hat they can easil pare 
but he in her po erty ha given a\ a 
her whole living." Th offering that 
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comes from stiperfluity and does not 
actually deprive the giver of some
thing is, Jesus claims, of little account. 

To our grea t shame, we have a long 
hi sto1y of ca tering to the rich. \ Ve 
bow and s rape b fo re those who be
stO\ upon us their tax-deductible 
offerings of surplus, declaring them 
great philanthropists and humanitari 
ans. We hav been guilty of ex
pecting a man to thank us fo r giving 
him an alms, wh n i• is just the other 
wa around : \Ve should thank him 
for fr e ing us from what could very 
likely b an obstacle to salva tion. We 
should thank him for allowing us 
to mak restitution and do something 
about correcting the horrible im
balance of ad's creation, a di spro
portion evident in the fact tha t 20 
per cent f the world population 
controls 0 per cent of the wealth . 
The truth is especially shattering for 

merican . We live in a country that, 
as Martin Luth r King noted, is like 
a giant Dive , the rich man sent to 
hell fo r fa iling to minister to poor 
Laza rus at his ga te. \ Ve also have 
failed to attend to the needy at our 
doorway. 

Jesus' go p I is quite simple: He 
simply asks us to recognize the facts 
- that we are a ll brothers and sisters 
and need to care fo r one another. 
\Vhen one does this, there is no wealth 
left over to worry about. 

'vVe in the Church have not even 
begun to con ider the implica tions of 
the gospel of Jesus about wealth and 
riches, precis ly because we have 
hardly started to sensitize ourselves 
to the fact that we are all members 
of one famil y, responsible for the care 
of those who are truly our rela tives. 

When and if we do begin to wres tle 
with Jesus' teaching on riches and 
wealth , we will undoubtedly discover 
that it will m an something different 
for each of u , with respect to its 
specific implica tions. In other words, 
if you ask Je us what his teaching 
implies for you personally, he enunci
ates the basic message (share freely 
with those who most need your love 
to the bes t of your ability) and leaves 
the particular details to your own 
conscience. ome of us who hate mak
ing moral decisions with personal 
effort would probably be delighted 
if Jesus would provide a handy check
list to satisfy all our questions- "Do 
I have to sell my jewelry? What price 
steaks can I buy? Can a Christian 
drive a Cadillac? What about summer 

va ation expenses, a house at th lake 
and a boat?"-but he won't do it. 
Jesus does not spell out in nea t blacks 
and whites all the specilic ra mifica
tions fo r every person in every pos
sible circumstance; he expects u to 
do some honest soul-searching on our 
own. 

In doing this, of course, he fla tters 
u : A sincere Christian, conscientious 
about loving all those who are his 
b rothers and sisters, will do what he 
honestl y believes i the most lov ing 
thing whenever action is demanded. 
But Jesus does more than that, thank 
God. He has promised us his Spirit, 
without which we ould never act 
with the desired awar ness and sens i
ti vity. Consequently, with his inspi ra
tion and our sincere efforts we can, 
with a positive, loving, joyfu l, dy
namic, gratuitous sharing, open our-

s Ives to those in need. 
It is no t a q ues tion of distributing 

what we have over and above ( the 
sup rfluity), but of giving what we 
are ( hop fu lly, a great dea l ). In freely 
and joyfull y sharing with men in need , 
we reach and touch God, who said 
that this is in fac t what we do when 
we minister to others, even the least 
of hi s brethren. We will come to see 
that, as a result, we have opened and 
reached ou t and touched salva tion. 
That is when we will know-finally
what it really means to be rich. • 

Th e author is a Roman Catholic priest, 
director of camp us m inist ry and an 
assistan t professo r at th e Universit y of 
Notre Dame . T h is article is adapted form 
his book, A Passion fo r the Possible, and 
is re printed with pe rmission from Ave 
Maria Press . 



In his book, The Christian Social
ist Movement in England, G. C. 
Binyon lists John W esley as one 
of three persons who played note

worthy parts in the religio-social life 
of the period in which socialism arose 
in England. I believe Binyon's desig
nation is appropriate, and that vVes
ley's spirit would have continued to 
he a prominent force in the ri se of 
socialism had his followers not 
strayed from the more rigorous de
mands of his ethical teaching. 

The background against which 
Wesley's economic ethics appears is 
an 18th-century England more pros
perous than it had been for many 
years. \ -\Tith an immense increase in 
national wealth, however, the inequal
ities of its distribution had been ag
gravated . The Christian ethical tradi
tion had evolved by this time to a 
point where economic activity and 
evidence of prosperity were no longer 
regarded as subversive of true reli
gion, but accepted, and sometimes 
even regarded as marks of divine 
favor. Wesley shared this tradition in 
sanctioning economic activity; he 
broke from it in refusing to accept the 
existence of wealth as a sign of provi
dential favor, maintaining that riches, 
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unless employed for the benefit of the 
community, are indeed destructive of 
true Christianity. 

vVesley's approval of economic pur
suits was conditional upon any sur
plus existing after one's basic necessi
ties were provided for being given to 
others less fortunate. Methodists were 
encouraged to gain and save for the 
express purpose of meeting human 
needs and relieving social distress, 
seeing money as that "precious talent 
. . . which contains all the rest." As 
long as it is not at the expense of his 
own health or his neighbor's well
being, one is to gain all he can. He is 
to save all he can by avoiding all 
superfluous expenses involved in 
gratifying "desires of the flesh" 
( manifest in "elegant epicurism" as 
well as gluttony or drunkenness) and 
"the pride of life" ( purchasing ap
parel or furniture to gain "admiration 
or praise of men") . Simple but ade
quate food , clothing, and shelter for 
oneself and one's household are 
proper objects of expenditure; but 
"whoever has sufficient food to eat, 
and raiment to put on, with a place 
where to lay his head, and something 
over, is rich" and is to use his "riches" 
for the relief of the poor. 

DOYO:. 
OT DEA:. You ·· 
READ·T. 
UNG RY::• 

' t •1 
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The Proprietor of All Things 
In calling for such a willingness to 

give away all above that which pro
vides necessities, Wesley was not act
ing merely out of human sympathy 
and Christian compassion; this radical 
demand upon his followers sprang 
from Wesley's theory of ownership. 
In Wesley's mind, the proprietor of 
all things is God. Inasmuch as one 
has money and property at hi dis
posal, it is because he has been en
trusted with these goods "for a sea
son" as God's steward. As a steward, 
one "is not at liberty to use what is 
lodged in his hands as he pleases, but 
as his Master pleases." And the way 
the Mas ter pleases is clear: 

"Do you not know that God entrusted 
you with that money (all above what 
buys necessaries fo r your fami lies) to 
feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, 
to help the stranger, the widow, the 
fath erless; and indeed, as far as it 
will go, to relieve the wants of all 
mankind?" 

This position understandably I d 
\Vesl y to defend seriously the om
munistic ideal of the primitive church 
and to con ider inaugurating a similar 
arrangement of distribution among 
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the early bands and societies. (It also do you not deal your bread to the 
with a caused enough consternation during hungry, and cover the naked 

Wesley's lifetime to lead a critic to garment?" 
publish a pamphlet seeking to dis
suade "all serious and well-disposed 
Methodists" from "their Notion of the 
Community of Christian Men's 
Goods," and after his death to impel 
Thomas Coke, in attempting to codify 
vVesleyan doctrine, to declare that 
"the riches and goods of Christians 
are not common as touching the 
right, title, and possession of the 
same, as some do falsely boast." 
· On this divine-ownership ground, 
Wesley charged those who wasted 
or held onto their surplus with culpa
bility for the dire straits of others: 

"Many of your brethren, beloved of 
God, have not food to eat; they have 
not raiment to put on; they have not 
a place where to lay their head. And 
why are they thus distressed? Be
cause you impiously, unjustly, and 
cruelly detain from them what your 
Master and theirs lodges in your 
hands on purpose to supply their 
wants! See that poor member of 
Christ, pinched with hunger, shiver
ing with cold, half naked! Meantime 
you have plenty of this world's goods, 
-of meat, drink, and apparel ... Why 

Those who fail to give all above 
that required to provide basic neces
sities for themselves and their fa milies 

"are not only robbing God, continu
ally embezzling and wa ting their 
Lord's goods . . . but also robbing 
the poor, the hungry, th naked; 
wronging the widow and the father
less; and making themselves account
able for all the want, affliction , and 
distress which they may but do not 
remove." 

Divine ownership makes the asser
tion that one can afford unnecessary 
expenses "the quintessence of non
sense" and "diabolical cant." 

That wealth is laid up at the ex
pense of the poor, contrary to God' 
commandment, constitut s for Wesley 
the first moral imperative to give it 
away. The second grows out of the 
corrosive effect that riches have on 
the Christian life. Wesley's warning 
on this matter is related to his con
cern for the salvation of persons' souls 
from the wrath to com , but it is 
more expressly addressed to the traps 

which wealth sets in the way of 
Christian perfection. Regarding per
fection as a true and workable rem
edy for social disease, Wesley de
scribes the character of the process 
as meaning "not barely, according to 
the vulgar notion, deliverance from 
hell, or going to heaven; but a pres
ent deliverance from sin, a restoration 
of the soul to its primitive health, its 
original purity." Striving for perfec
tion is striving "to have th mind that 
was in Christ, and to walk as Christ 
walked." And to Wesley, the response 
of the rich young ruler to Jesus' words 
is evidence that such a course is next 
to impossible for a wealthy person to 
set out upon, much less travel. Riches 
are a hindrance to humility, meek
ness, and loving one's neighbor as 
himself. Those, therefore, who ob
serve vVe ley's first two rules- "Gain 
all you can" and "Save all you can"
but disregard the third-"Give all you 
can"- "will b two fo ld more the 
childr n of h 11 than they ever were 
before," in both th ir temporal and 
eternal es tates. The m ssage i sum
marized in Wesley's statement: "If, 
therefore, you do not spend our 
money in doing good to others, you 
must spend it to th hurt of yourself." 

Having stablishcd such a prin-
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ciple, \Vesley d id not only exhort his 
fo llowers to adopt it; he adhered to it 
himself rigorously. While a Fellow of 
Lincoln College, he figured his cost of 
living at twenty-eight pounds a year, 
and continued to maintain the sam 
standard for the rest of his li fe, giving 
away all the rest of his ever-increas
ing income. In 1743, he wrote: "If I 
leave behind me ten pounds ... you 
and all mankind bea r witness against 
me that I lived and died a thief and 
a robb r"; forty-seven years later, on 
the eve of his death , W esley entered 
in his Journal: "For upwards of 
eighty-six years I have kept my ac
counts exactly. I will not attempt it 
any longer , being satisfi ed with the 
continual conviction that I save all I 
can, and give all I can-that is, all 
I have." 

Dealing with John W esley's polit ical 

Th e public preaching of John W esley 
on Christian morality and the 

importance of sharing was often 
less than persuasive to his hearers. 

theory raises another set of issues in
volved in any judgment on the affini ty 
between socialism and the Father of 
Methodism. That W esley himself was 
no revolutionary is unquestionable, 
and Wellman T. Warner's statement 
tha t he did not seem to realize just 
how revolutionary his economic-ethi
cal position was is true. W esley sets 
forth his consciously conservative 
political perspective in a pamphlet 
entitled "Thoughts Concerning the 
Origin of Power" : "Now, I cannot but 
acknowledge, I believe an old book, 
commonly called 'the Bible, to be 
true. Therefore I believe, 'there is no 
power but from God : The powers 
that be are ordained of God .' ( Rom. 
xiii : 1 )" His Tory background and his 
apprecia tion of the Hanoverian suc
cession's identi ty with the cause of 
religious toleration were certainly 
strong fac tors in vVesley's defense of 
monarchy and particul arly of George 
III. His opposition to the doctrine 
that power derives from the consent 
of the governed, however, derives 
from stated grounds that have intrigu
ing political implications which con
fuse, if not contradict, his defense of 
existent power as divinely ordained. 

Wesley opposed the doctrine of 
consent because of its immoral conse
quences. He considered the essence 
of political power that it be identified 
with moral purpose. And his aware
ness of the unsocialized state of most 
persons' wills-that they do not desire 
what they ought to desire-forbade 
him to look upon the prudential 
cla ims of self-interest as a source of 
moral purpose operative in republi
can government. 

A noteworthy corollary was Wes
ley's view that the power to tax is an 
excellent instrument for the relief of 
economic distress which should not 
be made subject to the approval of an 
essentially selfish populace. The 
weakness in W esley's position is that 
he fa iled to realize--or, at least, to 
deal with the implications of-the 
real state the King was often in. This 
allowed an unnatural linking of two 
divergent points of view in his atti
tude, one a moral emphasis and the 
other ( the divine origin of existing 
power ) a theological concept. The 
resultant confusion permitted Wes
ley's Tory prejudices to lead the 
theological concept to reign and the 
moral problem remained unsolved . 
The significant point remains, never
theless, that Wesley claimed a politi-

cal c 
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cal concern in the identification of 
moral purpose in government. And 
we have seen already that morality, 
to Wes! y, dealt with economic dis
tribution. 

Consequences for Social Ethics 

To gain perhaps a closer view of the 
potential alliance between vVesleyan
ism and socialism, let us turn to 
Wes! y's positions on social ethics. 

We see at the outset that Wesley's 
views on the cau es of poverty dif
fered from the notions prevalent 
among his contemporari es. Generally 
accepted theories on poverty's caus s 
were three : that the majority of per
sons wer destin d to be poor out of 
cconomi ne essity; that the depraved 
natures of the laboring classes were 
responsible for their status; and that 
these two were interwoven with a 
third cause, the will of Providence. 
Wesley labelled "that common objec
tion , 'They are poor only .because they 
are idle,'" as "wickedly, devili hly 
fa! e," and con idered inequitable 
consumption of goods and lack of 
industrial virtues among all classes as 
the reason for poverty's existence. 

This attitude separated Wesley from 
the mercantilists, as is apparent in hi s 
answer to the objection that if people 
dressed as plainly as he would have 
them do, it would affect trade adverse
ly; Wesley indicates that such are 
God' commands, and no one need 
fear the consequences: 

"If those who do observe them, em
ploy the money they thus save in the 
most excellent manner, then a part 
of what before only served to fat a 
few rich tradesmen for hell, will suf
fi ce to feed and clothe and employ 
many poor that seek the kingdom of 
heaven. And how will those trades
men themselves live? They will live 
like men, by honest labour." 

Similarly, he is distinguishable from 
Adam Smith on the issue of land en
closures: Wesley saw these Acts as 
responsible for the great scarcity of 
common items of food ; Smith denied 
this often-voiced opinion, claiming 
that if the demand for food had been 
great enough, enclosed pasture land 
would have been converted to com 
fields. Wesley had seen a woman pick
ing up sprats from a dunghill that 
she and her children might have some
thing to eat, and could not have been 
convinced that the cause of her prob-

!cm was an amoral one of inadequate 
demand for food . 

Between 1772 and 1775, a depres
sion, touched off by crop fai lures, 
struck England. Prices of basic foods 
rose rapid ly. The situation led to the 
publica tion of the most comprehen
sive poli tical-economic statement con
tained in Wesley's works. Originally 
written as a letter to Lloud's Evening 
Post in 1772, "Thoughts on the Present 
Scarcity of Provisions" (which was 
printed only slightl y revised in 
pamphlet fo 1111 the fo llowing y ar ) 
set out to "assign all the causes that 
manifes tly oncur to produce this 
melancholy effect." In this pamphlet, 
Wesley tell s of having seen people 
ga thering bones which dogs had left 
in the streets to make broth of thf'm 
so as to have something to ea t, then 
exclaims: "Such is the case at this day 
of multitudes of people, in a land 
flowing, as it were, with milk and 
honey! abounding with all the neces
sities and the conveniences, the super
fluiti es of life!" Wesley accurately sees 
the precipita ting cause of the depres
sion to be the high cost of food , it 
"being so dear that the generali ty of 
people are hard ly able to buy any
thing else" and therefore unable to 
provide a market for the economy. 
Among the causes of this dearness of 
food , Wesley cites : the use of bread 
corn for distilling; the consumption of 
oa ts by a markedly increased number 
of horses kept for gentlemen's coaches 
and chaises; farmers who used to 
breed sheep and cattle finding it more 
profitable to breed horses, both for 
the gentlemen's vehicles and for ex
port to France; the monopolizing of 
farms which previously produced 
pork, poultry and eggs by gentlemen 
farmers who arc above attending to 
little things such as breeding fowl 
and swine; and the "grand and 
general source of want"- luxury
demonstrated in the extravagant din 
ing habits of the wealthy. Accompany
ing these factors in crea ting the de
pression, Wesley saw a ri se in rents 
attributable to the gentlemen land
lords' insisting on living as they were 
accustomed to, and exorbitant taxes 
related to an unnecesssa ry national 
debt and borne by poor as vvell as 
ri h. 

Proceeding from causes to remedy, 
Wesley proposes an end to disti ll ing; 
a reduction in the number of horses 
through taxing horses exported to 
France and laying an additional tax 

on gentlemen's arriagcs; "letting nu 
farms of above an hundred pounds a 
year" (a protest against enclosures); 
and "repressing luxu ry, whether by 
laws, by example, or by both." Reali z
ing the improbability of such refo rms 
being cnactccl, vVcsley comes through 
as a true Jeremiah in the encl of his 
Th oughts: 

"But will this ever be clone? I fea r 
not : At leas t, we have no reason to 
hope for it shortly; for what good can 
we exp ct (suppose the Scriptures 
are true) fo r su h a nation as this, 
where there is no fear of Goel, where 
there is such a deep, avowed, 
thorough con tempt of all religion, as 
I never saw, never heard or read of, 
in any other na tion, whether Christian 
Mohametan, or Pagan? It seems as if 
God must shortly arise and mainta in 
his own cause." 

\Vesley recognized that God does 
ra ise up men to fulfill hi s purposes 
through social and politica l action, as 
is evidenced in hi s letter to Wi ll iam 
Wilberforce encouraging the latter's 
efforts toward the abolition of slavery. 

That Wesley himself did not draw 
all of the potential logical conclusions 
to which his views may lead is un
deniable. Even clearer is the fact that 
following his death, mo t of Wesley's 
followers who continued to offi cia lly 
represent Methodism would have 
nothing to do with such radical impli
cations and largely dismissed their 
grounds, relinq uishing a major oppor
tunity fo r a church to identify with 
and influence the emerging character 
of socia li sm. 

Furthermore, it would be grossly 
untrue to Wesley's writings to imply 
that issues related to economic distri
bution exhaust the content of his 
poli tical values and that therefore any 
means of guaranteeing the absence 
of economic inequalities would be 
acceptable to him; Wesley would 
place a high premium on the retention 
of bas ic civil liberties . Inasmuch as 
the spirit of socialism may be d~fined 
as a demand for social and economic 
equality, however, which need not 
necessa ril y violate such liberties, 
Methodists cannot- indeed, must not 
- dissociate it from the teaching of 
their founder. • 

Douglas Tanner, a st udent at Duke 
Divinit y School, is a m ember of the 
Boa rd of M issions of Th e United Meth 
odist Church . 
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H
e is a small man-almost in
conspi cuous. His somber fea
tures are rarely li ghted with a 

smile, almost neve r con to rted into a 
frown. There is a quiet, reined-in air 
about him that promises a dogged 
persistence at w hatever he under
takes, but never exp los ive vio lence. 
He speaks in assured tones of ea rn est 
reasonab leness; even when add ress
ing a gatherin g hi s vo ice never soa rs 
to the hi gher reaches of crowd-sway
ing o ratory. 

A country preacher, perhaps- the 
well-worn black sui t and clerical co l
lar give the clue- a man of God, 
certainl y. But an African liberation 
leader- a man who has led a move
ment that shook governments on two 
continents? He hard ly fits the stereo
type. 

Yet that is precise ly w hat Rh ode
sian M ethodist Bi shop Abel T. Muzo
rewa has done. In December, 1971 , 
he was elected head of the African 
Nationa l Council. The organization 
was estab li shed specifica lly to pro
vide a voice for b lack Rhodesians in 
their opposition to the se ttl ement of 
the six-year-o ld rebellion of the 
white-do minated Rhodes ian gove rn -

marjorie hyer 

ment against Great Britain . The set
tlement would have, in large mea
sure, perpetuated the present stru c
tures of white supremacy of prem ier 
Ian Smith 's government. 

But terms of the proposed settle
ment, negotiated in November, 
stipulated that the agreement would 
not finally be implemented until it 
was proven to be acceptab le to th e 
majority of th e people. To test that 
acceptability, the British government 
sent out a 25 -member co mmiss ion 
headed by Lo rd Pea rce. 

It is a fair measure of the fai lure of 
communications between Rhodes ia's 
250,000 white settlers and its 5.5 mil
li on blacks that the w hi te power 
structure confi dently expected that 
the blacks wou ld do w hat was ex
pec ted of them and quietl y go along. 

Q uite the opposi te happened. In 
vited by the Pearce Commission to 
react to the proposed se ttlement, 
they did so w ith one voice and one 
word : " No!" 

Political activi ty among black Rho
desians had been largely dormant 
for so me time. Leaders of the two 
major liberation groups, the Zim
babwe Africa n Peoples Union and 
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the Zimbabwe African National 
Union, were either in ja il or in ex il e. 
In any case the parties had large ly 
dissipated any effectiv ness they 
might have in sq uabbl es among 
them selves. 

When the ANC was fo rmed its ef
fect iveness dep nded in large part 
in not being identifi ed with the o ld 
ZANU-ZAPU quarrels. Bishop Muzo
rewa was not onl y the first African to 
head th Methodist Chu rch in Rho
desia (he succeeded the missionary 
Bishop Ra lph Dodge w hom the gov
ernment had ousted for hi s opposi 
tion to white racism), but the first 
Rhodesian, black or w hite, to head 
any church in Rh odesia. He had 
ea rn ed his stripes in ea rli er brushes 
with th e Smith regime, parti cularly in 
1970 with his outspoken resista nce 
to the Land Tenure Act w hi ch di
vi ded Rhod es ia into " white" and 
" black" areas, and in the process 
uproo ted many black Africa ns from 
their land . Fo r his pains; the bishop 
was prohibited from enteri ng any of 
the Tribal Trust Lands, the areas 
whe re most of hi s people lived . 

At the press conference an
nouncing the fo rmati on of the ANC 
and Bishop Muzo rewa's se lect ion to 
head it, he set the co urse for the new 
organizati on. He denoun ced the pro
posals as a " constituti onal rape of 
th e Africa n by both the Rh odes ian 
and British Governm ent" and a 
" se ll -out of the majori ty of this 
co untry to perpetua l oppression and 
dominati on by a pri vi leged w hite 
minority." He made it clea r that the 
non-vio lent opposition to the propo
sa ls was the first order of bu siness for 
his Afri can fellow-countrymen . He 
ca ll ed on " all sons and daughters of 
Zimbabwe, (the African name fo r 
Rhodesia) at home and abroad, poor 
o r ri ch, educated and uneduca ted, 
young and o ld, to stop quarreling 
and bickering and ca using di visions 
which continue to crippl e our st ru g
gle for freedom." 

W ith the arrival in Rhodesia of the 
Pea rce Commission in January, th e 
situation was thru st into the world 
spotli ght by rioting resulting in the 
dea ths of at least 30 Africans. Ac
cording to the bishop, th e riots were 
provoked by poli ce who tried to 
deny crowds of Africans access to 
the Pearce Commission . The Smith 
government also made world head
lines when it imprisoned, w ithout 
charges, former Rhodesian premier 

Garfi eld Todd and hi s daughter 
Judith . The Todds w re eventuall y 
released, but under term s that 
amounted to virtu al hou se arres t. 

In th e midst of all thi s turm o il in 
m id-February, Bi shop Muzo rew a 
made a quick trip to Great Britain 
and the United States w here, among 
other things, he took hi s appeal to 
the United Nations Security Council. 
He is beli eved to be the first church
man ever to appear before th at body. 

Takin g hi s seat at the wi ng- tip o f 
the ho rse-shoe-shaped table-next 
to the delegati on from the People's 
Republi c of China, uniformly atti red 
in impeccab ly tailored Mao jackets
the Bishop himself seemed mom en
tarily awed by the situation . H w as, 
he sa id, " a child of God, a person , 
husband of one wife, father of four 
sons an d one litt le spoiled daughter. 
I am a person who need s liberati on 
and I have cried very loud to be 
free." 

His own credential s thus es tab
li shed, he laun ched like a skillful ad
vocate into his case. Th e Afri can Na
tional Council , he said, is " the onl y 
body in Rhodesia that has any right 
to speak for the vas t majo rity of the 
population of that country." He de
scribed the ANC as " a spontaneous 
grassroo ts reac tion " to the proposed 
se tt lement. He ca ll ed the proposal s 

" a constitutional fraud, a prescr ip
tion for increased rac ial b itte rn ess, 
the making of an inevi tab le b lood
bath and an insult to the dignity of 
eve ry Afri ca n in Rhodes ia." He asked 
the Security Council to accept the 
Afri ca n rej cti on of th e p roposed 
se ttlement and at the sa me time to 
res tate th e UN sancti ons aga in st 
trade with Rh odes ia. Such sa ncti ons, 
he stressed, we re th e majo r non
vio lent weapon possessed by the 
A fri ca ns in co mbattin g th e w hite 
racist Smith regime. He sa id th at 
whil e A fri ca ns, too, suffe red hard 
ships because of the sa nctions, they 
were wi ll ing to ac ep t such di fficul 
ti es " as a pr ice fo r th eir freedom." 

He po inted to th e United States 
as one of the prime vio lators o f the 
sa nctions through th e purchase o f 
chrome o re, a move that has also 
drawn th e ire o f many church lead
ers and Africa nis ts in th is co untry. In 
his ca lm and reasoned way, Bi shop 
Muzo rewa wondered w hether the 
UN should no t in ves ti ga te to see if 
the United States v io lated the law in 
its chrome pu rchase. " If it did ," 
he co ntinued, " it is time someone 
b rought th e United States before the 
International Court o f Ju sti ce." 

Later he again took up the iss ue of 
the chrome purchase w hen he met 
with th e Black Congress ional Caucus 

:Uembers of the Pearce Commission are greeted 1c1th placard1· 5cating '"SO" as they 
arrice in a Rhodesian t:illage to sample public opinion on the proposed British
Rhod<'sian settlement. All major Christian groups in th<' country hai:e opposed the> 
~<'ttlement tchich tcould, in the mind~ of th<' Ch11rcl1<'s, l<'gali:::c a rd1ite supremacist 
rc>gime and move the country into apart11('id. 
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in W as hington , with the peop le at 
th e Afri ca desk at the State Depa rt
ment, and with the Afri ca ubcom
mittee o f the House Foreign Affa irs 
Committee. 

At the end of hi s w hi rlwi nd three
day tri p to the Uni ted Sta tes he to ld 
a group of church lea ders at th e 
lnterchurch Center in New Yo rk that 
he was " ve ry encouraged" by the 
respo nse he go t to his vi si t he re. He 
sai d it " confirmed the good fa ith " 
that A frica ns had in the United 
States. The po int came as a surprise 
to some in hi s audience w ho had 
been extremely criti ca l bo th of th eir 
co untry 's fo reign po licy and i ts ac
tions on civ il rights. 

" W e are no t b li nd to the pro blems 
you have here especia l ly in race re
lations," the bishop explained. " But 
in sp i te o f that, you do have a fed
era l government that is generall y 
democrati c and has good reason to 
clai m to lead o the rs into freedom." 

BELi EFS : 
1. This Council believes in the 

power of the unity of the 
African masses in the im
perative need for the oppo
sition of those elements 01 

forces which seek to sow 
the seeds of division among 
our people. Divided we will 
remain slaves and strangers 
in the land of our birth . 
United though we may 
suffer, we shall toil , but with 
dignity, until we are free . 
We should, therefore, be 
warned that our worst 
enemies are those who seek 
to divide us and those who 
labour to keep us in per
petual oppression, be they 
black or white. 

2. We believe in the invincibil
ity of numbers of the masses 
of men and women of good
wi 11 in Rhodesia and that the 
African National Council is 
tru ly a grass-roots organiza
tion in its very scope, mem
bership and spirit. 

3. We believe in a government 
that will establish and pro
mote the sanctity and prac
tice of the essential human 
freedoms of conscience, of 
expression, association , re
ligion, ass em b I y a n d 

He sa id th at w hen Africans, w hom 
he descri bed as " thi rd class, not 
even second class, ci tizens in their 
own co untry" look fo r nations w hich 
ca n help them in their stru ggle fo r 
f reedom, " we co unt America as 
Number O ne. So we we re ve ry hurt 
and d isappo inted" over th e chrome 
purchase. He sai d he " wo uld have 
liked to shed so me Afri ca n tea rs be
fo re your Pres ident" over the mat
te r, but Pres ident Nixon was on hi s 
way to Ch ina at the time. 

Before he left New Yo rk, the 
bi shop met b ri efl y fo r praye rs w ith 
hi s co- relig ionists at th e United 
M ethodist Board of M issions office. 
He to ld how and w hy he became in 
vo lved in w hat to some Chris ti ans 
may seem like no business fo r a 
bi shop to be mixed up in . " When 
our co untry was chall enged by the 
propo_sals, I was approached by th e 
peop le to organi ze them. I was 
asked w hether I would be chai rman 

movement of all people 
irrespective of colour, race 
or creed. 

4. We believe in non-racialism, 
the universal brotherhood of 
man under the fatherhood 
of God. This means forced 
segregation and forced i nte
gration violate the principle 
of free choice of association . 

5. We believe in a non-violent, 
peaceful , orderly but perma
nent and continuing struggle 
to be waged within the Law 
and for the establishment of 
a constitutional government. 

6. We believe that true peace 
and harmony among all 
people ancJ economic stabil
ity of thi~ country can only 
be assured for all time by 
the establishment of " the 
government of the people, 
by the people and for the 
people." 

7. We believe that the rights 
and property of the minority 
should be protected ; we do 
not however, believe in the 
minority's amassing of social , 
political and economic priv
ileges at the expense of the 
freedom of the majority. 

From the Manifesto Under the 
Banner of Unity of the African Na
tional Council. 

of the ANC. It took me three weeks 
to pray and seek guidance to see if 
thi s was someth ing I could do ." Both 
his staff and his ca bin et, he said, 
gave him " enthusias tic response and 
encouragement. That, toge th er w ith 
th e guidance I got, led me to under
take it. " 

He viewed the step as w ho lly ap
p ropri ate fo r a clergyman, parti cu
larl y a United M eth odi st one. " W e 
have always fe lt that we are goi ng 
under the banner of preaching the 
w ho le Gospel fo r the w ho le man. 
Thi s is one of the opportuniti es fo r 
th at kind of service." 

There was some apprehension 
among many Rhodes ia-watchers th at 
the b ishop's frank statements in th e 
wo rld arena o f the United Nati ons 
might jeopardize hi s freedom wh en 
he returned to Rhodesia. So far those 
fea rs have proven groundless. Step
p ing off the plan e at Sali sbu ry air
po rt, he was o ffered a " Welcome 
home, bi shop," by customs officials 
(instead o f a not-out-o f-the-o rdin ary 
str ipped- to- the-skin search) and 
passed th rough qui ckl y to a wa iting 
crowd of admirers who expressed 
their fee lings by hoi sting him on 
their shoulders and welcomin g him 
home as " the father of Zimbabwe." 

Back home, he has co ntinued to 
di vide his time between church bu si
ness and the conce rn s of the ANC, 
w hi ch is being enlarged " to continue 
the fight fo r the defense of bl ack in
teres ts. " 

The future is unclear fo r Bi shop 
M uzo rewa. In Rhod es ia he has be
come a symbo l. For bl ack Afri cans 
he is a symbo l o f thei r humanity
befo re man as w ell as God- and the 
need to stru ggle to defend that hu
manity. For the Smith government he 
is a symbo l o f an obstacl e to w hite 
supremacy rul e. To th e continent
w ide All Africa Conferen ce of 
Churches, w hi ch elected him pres i
dent, he is a symbo l of leadership 
aga inst " rac ism and co lonia lism." 

These symbo ls, brought toge ther 
in one perso n, cl as h sharpl y and 
p resent a danger that the bishop 
knows well. At his meetin g with 
churchmen in New York, a mission 
executi ve asked him if mi ss ionaries 
identify ing w ith bl ack Africa ns were 
not in danger of depo rtation. 

The b ishop paused a moment and 
repli ed evenl y : " All of us are in dan
ge r these days. That's all I ca n say." • 
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tomura 
isaku•s 

struggle 
george gish, jr. 

A missionary, he is director of 
Creative Arts for the audio-visual 
center of the National Christian 
Council of Japan. 

Tomura Isaku's grandfather, the 
son of a farmer, was a soldier in the 
government troops that quelled the 
Satsuma Rebellion in 1877. During 
that tim the young soldier hea rd a 
Methodist missionary preaching on 
the street and was inspired to become 
a believer in Christ. Returning from 
the war, he established a farm imple
ment shop in Sanrizuka, holding 
meetings in his home until a church 
was built on his land. The church is 
now a local congregation of the 
Kyodan. 

inety-five years later, Tomura 
Isaku, a third-generation Christian 
and a sculptor, is involved in another 
Sanrizuka Struggle-but this Isaku 
is a leader of the struggle. Since 
1967 he has been the elected chair
man of the Farmers Opposition 
League to the ew Tokyo Interna
tional Airport in his community. 

The government decided to con
struct an airport on the farmers' land 
without consultation or officia l nego
tiations. The authorities' tactics were 
threats, violence and bribes. In the 
farmers' eyes, the government's un
checked industrial development policy 
is forcing land-holding farmers to be
come landless factory workers. Large 
government-sponsored corporations 
are a new land-holding class. 

Many farmers also fear a renewed 
Japanese military role in Asia. The 
U.S.-Japan Mutual Security Trea ty 
( known popularly in Japan as ANPO ) 
a llo vs both U.S. military and Japan 
Self-Defense Forces (Jiei-tai) to use 
civilian airports. One reason anoth r 
Tokyo airport is needed is that Ameri
can flights carrying men and suppli s 
to Vietnam use the present airport. 

The struggle erupted into violence 
last year. During the forcib le land 
seizure last ' ivinter, over 1,500 persons 
were injured and 461 persons-mostly 
student supporters of the farmers
were arrested. Some 3,000 government 
riot troops joined hundreds of private 
guards employed by the Airport Cor
poration to "capture" six plots of land 
at one end of the 4,000-meter runway. 
When fifteen additional plots were to 
be seized six months later, a clash 
between riot police and fanners and 
students resulted in the death of three 
policemen. 

I had seen a documentary on the 
struggle at Sanrizuka and was im-

pressed by the determination of the 
fa rmers to achieve justice. 

But I did not come to know Mr. 
Tomura until later when I was in
volved in setting up a Contemporary 
Christian Art Exhibit. The work of 
sculpture submitted by Tomura Isaku 
symboli zed the terrible reality of the 
farn1ers' struggle. Entitled "Rupture 
A & B," both the shield of the govern
ment riot police and the "hammer" of 
the farmers were tom to shreds by 
the confronta tion ( lower left ). 

Mr. Tomma sta ted that it expressed 
his own broken spirit and feelings of 
anger at the oppression of state au
thority. He said he could no longer be 
a Christian who stayed within the 
neutral walls of the church, praying 
and singing hymns, without express
ing his faith in action. ( Unable to 
convince the local Kyodan congrega
tion to join the farmers' struggle, Mr. 
Tomura has withdrawn his support 
and has been placed on the inactive 
membership role of the church.) 
Likewise he could no longer remain 
an artist who created works in his 
studio removed from this struggle. 
His works must be born out of his 
actions . In both his actions and in his 
art, he was trying to follow the Christ 
who gave his life on the Cross. 

The day after Mr. Tomura was re
elected as a member of the Nari ta 
City Council in 1971, I visited Sanri
zuka with two other missionaries. We 
drove around the airport construction 
site and saw the fresh grave of a 
farmer who had died of a heart attack 
during the first phase of the struggle. 
In conversations with fanners in the 

1 

area, we found them filled with hope 
and a confidence and strength which 
I could not help but admire. Most 
important for all of them was their 
desire to be treated with dignity. 

The farmers' resistance movement 
has continued for over six years. Al
though the government's tactics have 
forced many farmers to leave their 
land, ther is still a dedicated group 
of leaders who are dete1mined to 
continue their struggle, prepared to 
die on their land rather than give up 
the fight. And Mr. Tomura is trying 
in his own way to change the image 
of the docile Christian to one of the 
struggling Christian who opposes 
state authority in the strnggle for 
human dignity. • 
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n of hopelessne p rvad d 
the dirty, o rcrowded, understaff d 
c n al nt ho pital at Danang. 

gu n uoi, a 23-year-old militia
man, who I g had b n reduced 
to t> o tump , sat d iect dly on his 
b d, waiting r I a e from the hospi 
tal. Lil.. th other pati nts, most of 

horn ha e b n maimed b min s, 
he clung to lif in the hospital, fear
ing lonelines , r jection and poverty 
on th outside. Meanwhil , the war 
\ nt on ; 302 outh ietnamese 
~ere l..illed that eek in March ; 
more than 00 were wounded . 

t about the ame time in Fort 
Laud rdale, Florida, an American 

i tnam eteran, ho had resorted 
to h roin to kill the pain in his 
mine- hatt red leg, attempted a 
holdup of a grocery store to support 
hi 87-a-day habit. The merican 
et ran, also 23, had been wounded 

b a land mine in ietnam in 1968 
and had been huffled from one 

'' 

THaT 
orP 

by ellen clark 
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and charles e . brewster 
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' 

THewar's 
reaL ouTraGe 

The u:ar's real outrage is the continuation of the killing 
and tlw maiming despite all talk of "peace." "If you 
k11cw th ' fads of the Indochina u:ar, you u.:ould trii::e 
to '>fop it ••.. " 
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hospita l to another un ti l he was out 
on the street. In Fl o ri da's Rai ford 
Pri son Tom Murray fin al ly had hi s 
can cerous leg removed. 

W ave after wave of America n 
B-52 's and fi ghter bombers stru ck 
North Vi etnam on a Sunday in April. 
Th e raid s were intended to kn ock 

out mi l itary targets, Pentagon 
spokesmen said . But civi l ians, hospi 
tal pati ents, even a sai lor on an 
Ameri can frigate were among the 
victims. Tran Huu los t seven of his 
family, mos tl y children, w hen bombs 
hit wo rkers' quarters in Haiphong. 
He and a couple of bl oodied chil 
d ren survived . 

The wa r goes on, generating 
mo re victims-soldiers and civilians, 
mo re o rphans, mo re tragedi es. Both 
sides are responsible for des truction 
and atrociti es. " But we can' t confess 
th eir sin s," says theo logian Geo rgia 
Harkn ess, " W e can only confess our 
own." 

Th e balance of terror is in the 
weapons o f the U.S. W e have 
dropped more than 7 million ton s 
of bombs on an area th e size of 
Texas- three tim es the W o rld War 
II tonnage dropped on two co nti 
nents. 

In a statement the Rev. Philip Ber
ri gan asked- but was denied per
mi ss ion- to deliver to the Harris
burg jury, he summed up the out
rage of the w ar and his convi ction : 

" Frankly, we came here to tell 
you the truth about ourse lves and to 
share our lives with yo u. Central to 

A South Vietnamese boy, scarred from a wound and surgery, hides in a doorway 
of a U. S. Marine hospital in Da Nang. Encouraged to show all of himself, he finally 

enters a room to be photographed. Th e boy was caught wandering in the hospitars 
hall, apparently looking for companionship. 
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those lives is the command given by 
Chri st befo re he died : ' Love one an
other as I have loved you !' No tice 
three thin gs about the new com
mandment : 1) It is no t an idea l, it is 
a command . 2) Christ would not 
co mmand the imposs ibl e; he w ould 
give hi s Spirit to help us. 3) It tran
scends immeasurabl y the Golden 
Rul e, since obviously no on e was 
prepared to die for him . But he was 
p repared to die for us, and did . 

" An ea rl y Chri stian hymn, quoted 
in Paul ' s letter to the Philipp ians, 
tell s us that Chri st, though God, 
emp tied him se lf of his divinity, ap
pea ring in the fo rm o f man. He did 
mo re, becoming a slave w ho was 
obedient to death, even the death 
o f th e cross. 

" Paul goes on to say in Corin 
thi ans that a man in Chri st is a new 
man, a new crea tion, prepared by 
hi s savio r's love to bea r the burd ens 
of his bro ther, Ameri can GI or Indo
chinese, to resist thi s governm ent o r 
any government, whi ch would de
humanize, injure or kill them. 

" Sa muel Butler once said that 
Chri sti ans are equally horrified to 
see their religion practiced, or to 
see it doubted . A ll ove r thi s land , 
some Chri stians have been horri fied 
by our li ves. Which is their choi ce 
except that most offer nothing real 
to stop the kil ling, to outlaw war 
befo re it ends civili za tion. Let them 
j udge us; let any co urt o r govern
ment judge us when they have a 
better idea. For thi s governm ent has 
no intenti on of ending the killing, 
ending the Indochina war o r the 
arm s ra ce . It builds ABM, MIRV, 
Poseidon and God knows what 
o ther doomsday weapons. It with
draws our troops, employs more 
mercenari es, computerizes the bat
tl efield, steps up the bombing and 
changes the co lor o f the corpses. 

" If yo u knew the fa cts of the 
Indochina wa r, you w ould stri ve to 
stop it as we have, nonvio lentl y and 
publicl y. If you knew the facts o f 
the arm s race, you would reali ze 
our deadly peril , and would strive to 
stop it, nonviolently and publicl y ... . 

" When peace comes (we are co n
fident it will ); when the Indochina 
w ar preoccupies historians rather 
than so ldiers; w hen th is ind ictm ent 
and trial have faded from memory, 
present anguish and division hea l
then may w e all pick up w o rk to 
ecure the peace." • 



Prisoners 
OF war 

Marine Sgt. James Warner was 
shot down over North V ietnam Oc
tober 13, 1967. Fo r two and a half 
years his fa mily heard no thing from 
him . Since then, they have received 
18 letters. 

Mrs. Virginia Warner of Ypsilanti , 
Michigan, talked about her son 's 
mo ral e. " The letter before last that 
we got, he was rea ll y depressed," 
she said . " He said we should go to 
the bank and take out his money 
and use it to send his niece to co l
lege. Now his o ldest ni ece is only 
eight years o ld . 

" But hi s last letter was more 
hopeful. He talked about trave lling 
through Europe on hi s way back to 
the Sta tes." 

According to U.S. officials, there 
are 1,632 prisoners of war and men 
mi ss ing in action (March 26 figure) . 
The U.S. says the North Vietnamese 
and its allies are holding 463 POWs. 
In December, the North Vietnam 
ese sta ted that they had 343 POWs. 
Pres ident Nixon has sa id that the 
U.S. will keep a residual force in 
Vietnam and " continue the possibi l
ity of air strikes" on North Vietnam 
as long as the North Vietnamese 
retain American POWs. The U.S . 
charges the North Vietnamese with 
mi streatm ent of the prisoners. 

To Mrs. Warner, who is a mem
ber of Fami lies for Immediate Re
lease, the argument that American 
troops must remain in Vietnam as 
long as there are U.S. prisoners of 
war is immoral. " Not one more per-

so n shou ld die in this war- not one 
more cent should be spent on the 
killing," she says. " I realize that my 
son was bombing, so they have 
every right to hold him pri soner. We 
prisoner fami li es have been used 
like footba lls-and we' re running 
out of air. " In the new esca lat ion 
15-20 pilots and crewmen are miss
ing each week. 

" We always hear about how terri
bly the North Vietnamese treat the 
prisoners, how inhumane they are," 
she continued, " but I wo nder how 
well we would treat them if the 
situation was reversed and they 
were dropp ing bombs on us, eve ry 
day, yea r after yea r. I don' t think 
we' re in any position to condemn 
anyone. It's time we got this war off 
our backs-but not off our co n
sciences. " The money, she thinks, 
wo uld be better spent on such 
things as Veterans hospitals and im
provi ng condit ions in U.S. prisons. 

Mrs. Warner is a Baptist and be
l ieves that " prayer is the most 
powerful weapon." She is grateful 
that the people in her chu rch are 
praying for Jim, but she is disturbed 
that many people in her area have 
been " lulled" into thinking that 
Vietnamization is " ending the war. " 
The churches, she declares, must 
" wake up and do everything in 
God 's name to stop the war. Christ 
said we should love our neighbo r as 
ourselves and our neighbor isn ' t just 
the person next door; it's everybody 
in the world. " • 
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Glenn Pontier is 25 yea rs old, 
married, the son of a minister of 
the Reformed Church of America, 
and has studied one and a half years 
at his Church's seminary in New 
Brunswick, New Jersey. Two months 
ago he began serving a one year 
prison sentence for refusing induc
t ion in the armed services. He could 
have avoided the military entirely, 
dodged it or run away from it, even 
chosen alternative service, but he 
chose instead, in his father's words, 
" to confront the system of war." 

Glenn " didn' t want any part of 
the system," says the Rev. Raymond 
J. Pontier of Clifton, New Jersey, 
and that included the easy "outs" 
offered to white, educated, middle
class men. He was thoroughly op
posed to what the United States was 
doing in Vietnam and Indochi na, to 
the bruta lity and bombing and con
duct of the war that had become 
clear by the ti me he made his deci
sion to have nothing to do with the 
war and the se lective service system. 
There is, says Mr. Pontier, a " fright
ening consistency" in Glenn's con
victions and actions. 

In a sermon last year-a sermon 
w hich he said he had to preach 
before he cou ld preach any other
Mr. Pontier told his Clifton congre
gation that it was for rea so ns of 
Christian conscience that Glenn 
" refuses to take part in the hurt and 
hate and killing of war ... . He has 
taken the church and gospel seri
ously. Here he learned about the 
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Jesus w ho inca rnated love and com 
passion and ca ring. Here he was 
taught the commandment, " You 
shall not kill. " Here he heard that 
the greatest commandment is to 
love God with total commitment, 
and to love you r neighbor as your
se lf .. .. " 

Approximately six weeks ago, 
Brian Wells, of Mankato, Minnesota, 
was released from federal prison in 
Oklahoma after serving 21 months 
for destruction of draft files . Hi s par
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Wells, 
who are in public education and are 
members of the First Presbyte rian 
Church of Mankato, feel that Brian 
came to hi s opposition to the war 
not only out of his church experi
ence but also through two summers 
of work in the inner city in Chicago 
where, like Glenn, he realized the 
unfairness of a sys tem which too 
easi ly chooses the poor and the 
non-white to fight and die and too 
readily allows the educated and ad
vantaged to go on thei r way. Refu s
ing to " hide behind his 2-S defer
ment," Brian attempted to destroy 
draft records at the local selective 
service office, breaking in after 
hours, and was specifically intend
ing to destroy the records of his 
younger brother (who, ironically, 
now has a lottery number of 365, 
guaranteeing exemption) . He turned 
himself in and became one of the 
twelve or thirteen United Presby
terians who have been jail ed for 
lengthy periods of time for draft re
fusal or other actions directly re
lated to the war. 

" The correct word is not 'am
nesty,'" says Mr. Wells. " We should 
be talking about forgetting and for
giving and Christian love." 

Mike Simmons, one of the rela
tively few Blacks who have refused 
induction and served prison sen
tences, became convinced that the 
draft unduly penalizes the poor 
while he was working in Georgia 
with the Student Non-Violent Co
ordinating Committee. After serving 
two and a half years in Lewisburg 
federal prison he is now living with 
his wife, Gwenn, in a Philadelphia 
suburb where he is devoting hi s 
energies to prison reform . 

Although Glenn, Brian and Mike 
disobeyed the law, it can also be 
argued that they honored the law 
by accepting its penalty and going 

to prison . Approximately 500 men 
have spent extended time in prison 
because of their refusal to partici
pate in the wa r in Indochina . Am
nesty-which, from the Greek, 
means " eras ing from memory," ob
livion-is clearest for them because, 
as theologian John C. Bennett says, 
it would be " a belated accommoda
tion of the sta te to the claims of 
co nscience" and also a way of say
ing that as far as penalty is con
cerned " enough is enough. " 

Adds Mr. Pontier: " These pris
oners are men and women who 
could add immeasurably to the 
good of our nation in terms of its 
socia l ills, men and women who 
seek to correct human hurts, who 
are dedi cated to service. But the 
compassion and imagination of the 
nation has not gone beyond sending 
them to jail for their refusal to kill . 
That is w hat the war in Indochina 
has done to our own so uls." 

For the more than 70,000 who 
have chosen exile (i ncluding de
se rters) it must be admitted that the 
case for unconditional amnesty is 
less clear. But, as Dr. Bennett argues, 
" Do we want to institute a process 
by which about seventy thousand 
consciences have to be examined? 
Would it not be better to annul all 
legal claims on these citizens as a 
part of the attempt to liquidate the 
results of a ghastly governmental 
error that was also a cruelly immoral 
decision?" Many draft eva-:lers, how
ever, have no desire to return to the 
United States, with or without a.m
nesty, and most would probably 
also agree with " voluntary refugee" 
Michael Hendricks, now living in 
Quebec, that the real issue is not 
amnesty but " the continuation of 
the killing and murder by our gov
ernment in Indochina ." On the 
other hand, Mike Simmons believes 
that a sizeable minority of draft 
evaders living abroad, especially 
among those discriminated against 
in job hiring, would welcome a 
chance to return. 

As for deserters, it admittedly 
would be folly for the government 
to " legalize" desertion while the 
draft is in existence. The bills cur
rently before Congress sponsored 
by Senator Taft and Representative 
Koch, pointedly omit deserters from 
the possibility of amnesty. But it 
must be asked if this is not a form 
of " class discrimination," because 
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in contrast to draft vaders who 
generally come from middle class, 
educated homes, deserters over
whelmingly come from working 
class homes and had fewer oppor
tunities for draft deferment. Should 
they be p nalized also simp ly be
ca use of timing- that they ca me to 
their opposition to the wa r and had 
their " eyes open d" only after jo in
ing the military? " We must remem
ber," says Dr. Bennett, " that in so 
many cases we are dealing with very 
young men without any sophistica
tion about the issues of war in gen 
eral or about the meaning of thi s 
war. They lea rned about thi s war 
from experience." 

According to the Harri s Poll , 65 % 
of the American people now co n
side r the war in Indochina to be 
" morally wrong." Some of these, as 
recent books show, include those 
who helped shape the war in th e 
mid-sixties. If the majority in thi s 
case is correct, what responsibility 
does the state have toward those 
who were, in effect, guilty of " pre
mature morality," who were si mply 
ahead of public opinion? Further
more, in the light of public opinion 
on thi s war, it makes no sense to 
offer amnesty on the co nditi on of 
three years' national se rvice , as is 
the case in the Taft and Koch bill s. 
There ca nnot be only a parti al " ob
livion," nor should person s be 
penalized for having to act on their 

(vis-a-v is the draft) 

while the rest of the publi c cou ld 
take its time to make up i ts mind 
on the war. 

From the standpoint of fai th , th e 
Christian must consider not only the 
morality of a given war but th 
ex tent to which any war lays bare 
the human cond iti on-"a ll have 
sinned and fa llen short of the glory 
of God ." To co nsider amnes ty for 
some perso ns when the judgment of 
God is clearly on all of us is to fail 
to face th e full evi l o f war as we ll 
as to gra sp the fullness o f God 's 
mercy. There is a sense in which , as 
Dr. Charles West of Prin ce ton Semi
nary says, " those who have resisted 
thi s war are witnesses to what God 
is doing and not only to their own 
consciences." 

Finally, to declare amnes ty befo re 
th e end of the killing, the bombing 
and th e maiming is ce rtainl y to in 
dulge in a lu xury w hich, like the 
issue of th e return of prisoners of 
war, mu st awa it the end of hostili 
ti es. But, also like the POW issue, 
Christians have a responsi bility to 
begin to co nside r the best ways in 
which reco nciliation can be effec ted 
and a nation torn by crises of con
sc ience as at no time since the Civil 
War can begin to be healed. Chris
tians asse rt that in the final analysis 
recon ciliation ca n come only from 
God, from whom perhaps we all 
need to seek an " erasing from 
memory" of past sins. • 

Rev. Raymond Pontier, above, whose son Glenn is serving 
a one year sentence as a "prisoner for conscience sake," 
notes that "this is what the war in Indochina has done 
to our own souls." Michael Hendricks, left, who 
considers himself a "voluntary refugee," believes that 
ending the war is the 'first priority. 
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URUGUAY 
The hymn, "Over This Ea1th," 

contains what we believe to be the 
hope shared by churchmen in devel
oping countries the world over. Its 
author is Argentine and a t present 
is presiding as M thodist Bishop of 

0 V E R T H I 

F. J . Pagure. 
Tr . by Delbert Aae.y 

the Central American area. He 
worked with Delbert during the years 
in which " antico uevo," the hymnal 
now used in many Latin American 
countries, was being compiled. \Ve 
have not had the pleasure of knowing 
the composer of the melody. 

The Delbert Asays 

Mr. Asay teaches at the Methodist 
school in Montevideo; his w ife, Mary 
Helen, is an English teacher and voca
tional nurse. There are 2,000 Method
ists in Uruguay. 

S E A RTH 

Nui'lez Allance. 
Arr. by Delbert Aae.y 
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TAIWAN 
Less than three months after the 

publication of "Public Sta tement on 
Our ational Fate" by the Executive 
Committee of the Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan (see Letters, 
March ), the Nationalist government 
expelled one of the most respected 
veteran missionaries cooperating wi th 
that church. 

Dr. H . D . Beeby, Acting Principal 
of our college [who helped draft the 
statement]. together with Mrs. Beeby, 
was officially notified by the chief of 
the local foreign affairs police on 
orders of his superiors in Taipei 
that their alien residence certificates, 
which were due to expire sometime 
during the first week of this month , 
would not be renewed. 1o reason was 
given other than that Dr. Beeby was 
regarded as being "unfriendly" to the 
country. Behind-the-scenes efforts to 
have this order rescinded were fruit
less. 

One of the scenes a T .V. camera
man shot was a moving union fa re
well service for the Beebys in the 
oldest and largest Presbyterian church 
in Tainan. The general secretary 
delivered a courageous message, and 
Dr. Beeby responded with a touching 
valedictory speech . All through the 
service not a few kept wiping their 
tears away with their handkerchiefs. 
After the service a long !:ne of sym
pathizing wellwishers shook hands 
with the Beebys under the glare of 
T.V. lights. 

The following morning the student 
body and the facul ty of our college 
accompanied the Beebys to the train 
station on foot. There they were joined 
by other friends, including some 
m1ss10naries. All eyes, especially 
those of plainclothesmen, were upon 
the Beebys. The throng broke out in 
singing "We Shall Overcome." We 
learned that when the train made 
regular stops at Changhua and Tai
chung, friends were there to bid them 
farewell. In Taipei, where they got off, 
Dr. Beeby held a news conference. 

What does all this mean? Firstly, 
Dr. and Mrs. Beeby's repulsion has 
given the Taiwan situation as depicted 
in the public statement referred to 
above much-needed additional inter
national exposure. Secondly, it has 
made many less hesitant in affirming 

that the Church's p roper role involves 
a sense of responsibi li ty fo r society 
and its fu ture. Thirdly, it has created 
a s nse of solidarity, which transcends 
human fea r. Lastly, however much 
the Church still needs the wisdom and 
encouragement of the Beebys, now 
that they are gone, the Church will 
have, more and more, to fa ll back 
upon its own resources which in 
Christ are still largely untapped. 

Juanita and Han Tan 
Professor Tiat Han Tan teaches 

clwrch history and his w ife, Juanita, 
teaches m usic at Tainan Theological 
College. The Presbyterian Chu rch 
in Ta·iwan has 170,243 members and 
adherents with 882 organized con
gregations. 

PAKISTAN 
Pakistan's new President, Zulfiqar 

Ali Bhutto, is making rapid and pro
fo und changes. Thirteen years of mili
tary dicta torship have ended. The new 
leaders are younger men determined 
to implement the drastic economic 
and political reforms promised by 
their Pakistan People's Party, the 
majority party in West Pakistan. 

The year 1971 was a tragic year fo r 
Pakis tan. In March the promised 
meeting of the newly elected ational 
Assembly was postponed. East Paki
stan, frustra ted in its desire fo r 
autonomy, set up a parallel govern
ment which functioned a short while 
until President Yahya Khan cracked 
down on the rebels with strong mili
tary action. You !mow about the 
bloody civil war which resulted , the 
fleeing of millions of refugees, and 
India's interference which finally led 
to full scale war in December. 

West Pakistani s were stunned by 
the surrender of East Pakistan, fol
lowed by the cease-fire in the West. 
Humiliation turned to anger. President 
Yahya had to quit. Mr. Bhutto rushed 
back from the U. . to "pick up the 
pieces" and to begin rebuilding a 
"new, strong, prosperous, and more 
purposeful Pakistan." 

The despair of 1971 is changing 
into confidence and hope for 1972. 
The President says that "the nation 
has been fed on lies for 13 yea rs," so 
he has promised to "let the people 
!mow tl1e truth ." Foreign magazines, 
banned for months, are again avail 
able. The press is free, even though 

martial law is temporarily being re
tained so that economic reforms may 
be implemented quickly. The "22 
families" who have monopolized and 
exploited the resources of Pakistan 
and stored their unauthorized wealth 
abroad were ordered to b ring it all 
back to Pakistan by January 25. Cer
tain basic industri es which were 
private monopolies have been nation
alized , but competitive industries wi ll 
remain as private en terprises. Land 
reforms have been promised soon. 
Government offi cials have been 
warned to stop corrupt practices and 
serve the people efficiently. The peo
ple, including students and workers , 
have been urged to work hard and 
honestly for their country. 

During the December war, our 
school was used as a temporary 
hospital, so we stayed in Lahore 
with John and Peggy Acton. Day and 
night heavy artillery thundered on the 
Lahore front a few miles to the east. 
We shared the excitement and fear 
of the people as Indian planes roared 
overhead and dived to drop their 
bombs. As we ran for shelter, Peggy 
kept up our spirits by calling, "They've 
come for morning coffee!" or "They 
smelled our good curry and pilau, so 
they've come for lunch!" Among the 
civilian casualties was the pastor of a 
village church near Raiwind, who was 
killed when a Lahore suburban rail
way station was destroyed by a direct 
hit. 

We were able to move back to 
Raiwind on December 23, so we had 
a happy Christmas, Jeanie's las t in her 
childhood home. But on December 26 
we heard that the United States had 
resumed bombing raids over 1orth 
Vietnam using hundreds of warplanes 
in each attack. With our new realiza
tion of the dreadfulness of even a 
two-week war, we felt deeply for the 
innocent civilians of orth and South 
Vietnam who have been suffering year 
after year while our own coun try con
tinues to wage war there. Why? 

Marvin and Mary Keisler 
Mr. Keisler is guidance counselor 

at Raiwina Christian Institute and 
supervisor and manager of the Village 
Education Service of the Lah ore 
Diocese of the new united Church of 
Pakistan. 

Mrs. Keisler helps in Christian Edu
cation and in leadership training for 
the Worn.en's Fellowship of the new 
church. Both are United Methodist 
missionaries. 
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:FA~TH USl~CE 

by John C. Batchelor 

The following 16 mm films, col
lected from various sources, deal with 
the general theme, "Faith and Jus
tice." This list is in no way definitive 
but it does illustrate the breadth of 
the field of films available on "Faith 
and Justice." 

The Holy Outlaw. 58 minutes . B&W. 
New Yorker Films, 2409 Broadway, 
New York, New York 10024. Ren
tal : $85. 
The Holy Outlaw is a long, dis

cursive, quasibiography of Father 
Daniel Berrigan , S.J. that was made 
for National Educational Television 
in 1970 by Lee Lockwood and Don 
Lenzer. 

The film focuses and pivots on two 
interviews with Father Berrigan con
ducted sometime during the four 
months he was a fugitive from the 
F.B.I . in 1970, having disappeared 
just before internment stemming 
from a federal conviction for burning 
draft records in Catonsville, fary
land. Tacked on to these two inter
views are various other conversations 
with Berrigan's friends and relatives. 

Quite apparently, The Holy Outlaw 
is a study of how one man's faith 
moved him to seek justice. Ironically, 
in Father Berrigan's case, in doing 
so he felt it necessary to become a 
fugitive from the state's justice in 
order to search for what I think it is 
fair to call a higher justice. While 
the film is an obvious pastiche of 
events of different importance, by 
struggling with the questions of war, 
peace and conscience, it more than 
qualifies itself as an excellent experi
ence. 

Scabies. 7 minutes. Color animation. 
Mass Media Ministries, 2116 North 
Charles Street, Baltimore, Mary
land 21218. Rental: $15. 
Scabies is a cartoon that on the 

face of it presents a man, looking 
very much like a contented captain 
of industry, who itches and coughs 
himself to non-existence because 

40 

thousands of little men keep crawling 
out of his clothes, mouth and every
where until he disappears. 

Zlatko Grgic, the film's creator, in
tends much more, of course. Scabies 
is an unsubtle filmic allegory about 
how we are all made up of parts that 
cannot be ignored or exterminated 
without disaster. The cartoon man 
represents all corporate bodies (states, 
societies, etc.) that seem able to 
handle external threats yet collapse 
because of insensitivity toward in
ternal dissidence. There is more, but 
just enough to sermonize that the 
future is for those who can change 
and that we must all acknowledge 
our comrades. 

It would be easy to write that this 
film is for the young. Suffice it to say 
that for those who need the lesson 
Scabies delivers. 

A Note From Above. 2 minutes. Color 
animation . Mass Media Ministries, 
2116 orth Charles Street, Balti
more, Maryland, Rental : $10. 
A Note From Above is cute, simple 

and tastefully short. The gag is that 
some churchfolk, seen only as greedy, 
outstretched arms, receive a series of 
notes that float down from above. 
Eaeh note directs a certain course, 
paralleling the Ten Commandments, 
until one incorrect note orders : "Thou 
shalt kill." Too late, a note of correc
tion follows. 

Blind faith , A Note From Above 
tells us, always ends badly. 

The Man Who Had to Sing. 10 
minutes. Color animation . Mass 
Media Ministries, 2116 North 
Charles Street, Baltimore, Maryland 
21218. Rental: $15. 
The oddball (dissenter, exception, 

rebel ) is championed in The Man 
Who Had To Sing. Unfortunately, 
10 minutes is too long to bear a single
minded story about a little boy who 
sings one tune all the time and alien
ates himself from everyone. Although 
this theme invites multiple interpreta-

tions, eventually it has only one mes
sage: Men always destroy those who 
refuse to conform._ Justice, we are 
told, is for those who bend. 

The cartoon's creator, Milan Blaze
kovic, holds a viable though somewhat 
simplistic position, and perhaps if 
his pitch was 8 minutes shorter I 
would have enjoyed the preaching 
more. 

1 + 1 = 3. 10 minutes. Color anirna
mation. Mass Media Ministries, 
2116 North Charles Street, Balti
more, Maryland 21218. Rental: $15. 
1 + 1 = 3 borrows so much from 

George Orwell's 2 + 2 = 5 that the 
cartoon's creators, Bronke Ranitovic 
and Zdenko Gasprovic, risk unorigin
ality. 

In the film, a giant ogre insists that 
1 + 1 = 3 and refuses to let a smaller 
ogre correct the error to 1 + 1 = 2. 
Their conflict continues, with many 
ingenious battles reminding me of the 
Roadrunner cartoons, until the larger 
ogre triumphs only to discover a still 
bigger ogre who insists 1 + 1 = 4. 

There is nothing wrong with being 
obvious this way, and my main com
plaint about 1 + 1 =3 is that it is 
overlong for its joke to sustain it. In 
addition, the message, that the winner 
writes the history books, is so loaded 
that only the young can benefit from 
the film. 

A Problem of Power. 45 minutes. 
Color. United Methodist Church, 
any Cokesbury Regional Center, 
Rental : $15, Sale: $250. United 
Presbyterian Church, any regional 
distribution center, Rental: $5. 
A Problem of Power is an excellent, 

effective study of Colombia today. 
Intelligently produced and directed 
by Herbert F. Lowe and Sumner J. 
Glimcher, ably assisted by William L. 
Wipfler, the film concentrates on the 
plight of the vast majority of Colom
bia, the peasants, and how everyone's 
solution so far has failed utterly to 
help them. These failed efforts include 
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capitalism, socialism, Russian Marx
ism, Cuban Marxism, Maoism and 
anarchy. 

With this in mind, A Problem of 
Power turns to the hope that the 
young priests of the Roman Catholic 
Church can effect a change for the 
better through involvement. To accent 
the necessity for change, several tell
ing interviews are presented with 
peasants, landowners, priests, bureau
crats and professionais. 

The film begins and ends with an 
ironic look at a pompous state
religious ceremony in the streets of 
Bogota. The urban peasants, trans
plants from the countryside, line the 
curb and watch the state-religious 
elite pass by. A Problem of Power 
says quite bitterly that without justice 
for individuals, the faith that the 
peasants and certain churchmen have 
in the future is all that holds Colombia 
together. 

T AUW. 26 minutes, 30 seconds. 
Color, English subtitles. United 
Methodist Church, any Cokesbury 
Regional Center, Rental: $12, Sale: 
$240. 
Tauw is the name of the hero of 

this vignette in the life of an unem
ployed, likeable young man in Dakar, 
Senegal, an autonomous republic on 
the extreme western shore of Africa. 

Tauw is caught in the depressing 
conditions of his country, often 
described as, a developing nation, with 
a 95 percent illiteracy rate and recur-

ring reversals in economic and domes
tic affairs. In one day's story, Tauw's 
life mirrors that of Senegal's , as we see 
him struggle with growing pains and 
a missing sense of purpose. Eventual
ly, he opts for striking out on his own, 
with no real prospects and his preg
nant girl-friend in tow. 

Tauw was made by Ousmane 
Sembene, himself a Senegalese from 
Dakar, the nation's capital, and he 
used mostly non-actors for this strik
ingly bittersweet presentation of his 
nation and people. Semebene and 
Tauw say to me that they have faith 
in their strength and destiny and that 
they will one day achieve. 

Them People. 43 minutes. Color. 
United Methodist Church, any 
Cokesbury Regional Center, Ren
tal: $12.50, Sale: $260. 
As a study of welfare, Them People 

is uneven and confusing. But as a 
look at exactly who it is tha t welfa re 
affects, Them People excels. 

There is much talk, and some of it 
difficult to understand because of 
poor recording quality. However, a 
common theme emerges from all the 
interviews, round table discussions, 
seminars and cinema verite walking 
tours of poverty areas: that there is 
a vital need in this country that is not 
being met, the poor are living miser
able, hopeless lives. Them People has 
no answers, it places the problem 
before you and asks for your help. 

Set in Colombia, the film, 
\ Problem of Powe1, foc11.11 .1 

on the problems of Latin 
America and the effects Xorth 
American policics-goi;cmmen
tal, business, a11d missio11-
har;c 011 the life of 011 r 
n<'ighbors to the so11tl1. 



The welfare system is the sub;ect of the film, Them People, shot in Cleveland, Ohio . 

A question that recurs throughout 
Them Peopw strains the faith that we 
citizens of the United States have in 
the rule of law and laissez-faire capi
talism : "If you have never lived in 
poverty, how can you know how 
they feel?" 

The Hangman. 12 minu tes . Color Il
lustration. United Methodist 
Church, any Cokesbury Regional 
Center, Rental: $6. Contemporary
McGraw Hill, 330 W est 42nd 
Street, New York, N.Y., 10036. 
The Hangman is a vivid, frightening 

illustration of Maurice Ogden's poem 
by the same title dealing with the 
destructive apathy and thinly veiled 
bigotry of mankind. 

As the narrator recites, each illus
tration carries us into the story of a 
terrifying hangman who constructs his 
scaffold before the town's hall of 
justice and proceeds to execute first 
a fo reigner, than a lone dissenter, Jew 
and black, until he picks off the whole 
town, his scaffold growing with each 
murder. All the while, the hangman 
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proclaims that he has come to hang 
the man who serves him best, and 
the other hangings are just warm-ups. 
Finally, the narrator alone remains 
and is told that he is the man for 
whom the scaffold was built, for it is 
his apathy in watching others die 
while merely recording their passing 
that has served the hangman best . 

The Hangman, created by Paul 
Julian and Les Goldman, is so effec
tive that no one could fail to benefit. 

A Church for This Moment, Carib
bean Ferment, Nigeria Now, Strat
egy for Strangers. Each 15 minutes . 
Color. Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, Board of World Missions, 
50 Wynford Drive, Don Mills 403, 
Ontario, Canada. Inquire for rental. 
These four films employ the same 

interview format in exploring the 
problems and futures of different 
Christian churches in Japan, the 
Caribbean, Nigeria and India. As a 
series, they are an unqualified success 
in personable, informative studies of 
the Christian world mission. Canadian 

television professionals conducl the 
in terviews, and though there are dead 
moments, the general effect is striking. 

Particularly powerful is Caribbean 
Ferment, an interview with the Right 
Reverend Harold Sitahal of Trinidad 
Modera tor of the, Presbyterian Church 
in Trinidad, and the Reverend 
Haimdat Sawh, minister of the 
Guyana Presbyterian Church, Guyana. 
Both men, articulate critics of colonial
ism, irrelevant church doctrine and 
the status quo, tell us boldly: in a 
black situation, white must become 
black to help; political independence 
does not mean economic indepen
dence; the economic wealth of orth 
America is, in part, at the expense 
of South America, and you can't have 
peace without equality. 

Strategy for Strangers focuses on 
the difficult situation of the Korean 
Christian Church in Japan as pre
sented by Dr. In Ha Lee, moderator 
of the church. The Korean immigrants 
in Japan, Christian and non-Christian, 
suffer, we are told, compromises and 
outright bigotry from the Japanese, 
with little or no recourse. Some peo
ple have suggested to Dr. In Ha Lee 
that the Koreans should accept their 
plight because they might awaken 
the sleeping giant with their cries of 
injustice. Dr. In Ha Lee firmly dis
agrees, and he believes that his 
church's work is helping to bridge 
the rlifferences. 

In A Church for This Moment, 
Bishop Bhandare of the Church of 
North India describes some of the 
pains of uniting the different Prutes
tant mission churches in orth India 
into a viable, independent church. 

Nigeria Now offers the most poi
gnant moment in the series, when the 
Reverend Nwachuku Erne, Clerk of 
the Synod of the Presbyterian Church 
of Nigeria, humbly recounts the 
desperate time of the recent civil war. 
He was moved to lead his clan into 
the fo rest in order to escape the 
marauding armies. Of the original 
35,000 with him, only 19,000 survived 
to return to their devastated homes 
and lands. • 
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GRACE AT POI T ZERO, by Loren E. 
Halvorson. New York, 1972: Friend
ship Press, $1.75. 

GET OUT THERE A D DO SOME
TID G ABOUT INJUSTICE, by 
Margaret E. Kuhn. New York, 1972: 
Friendship Press, $1.95 . 

GUIDE ON FAITH A D JUSTICE 
FOR ADULT AND YOUTH 
GROUPS, by L. Wayne Bryan, New 
York, 1972: Friendship Press, $1.35. 

The text which sets the tone for the 
study of "Faith and Justice" is Loren 
Halvorson's Grace at Point Zero. Writ
ten from the intriguing vantage point of 
1986, the book remembers the moods 
and events of the ea rly seventies, and 
follows them to their imaginary culmina
tion in a new and hopeful nation al direc
tion . Looking back upon the United 
States bi-centennfal in 1976 as a turning 
point from pain to healing, from "break
ing down" to "breaking open," the author 
projects for us a fresh vision of na tional 
possibilities . His purpose is to evoke, or 
at least provoke, the la tent resources of 
healing and reconciling buried deep in 
the heart of God's people. 

A series of vignettes, presented as 
research reports by young people in a 
Human Resources Center in 1986, point 
out that these times we are struggling 
through may contain the seeds of salva
tion as well as judgment, life as well as 
death. This risk of faith , this precarious 
vision that the future belongs to us be
cause it belongs to God, is "grace a t point 
zero." 

The mid-seventies is described as the 
time when the church fa ced the fact 
that the course of human society res ts 
in human hands, and began to move 
from judgment to renewal. Released by 
forgiveness , Christians became free to 
experiment with new styles of being the 
church in the world . They understood 
at last that "there is no private life for 
the people of God ." 

Though he is disconcertin gly optimistic 
in his view of the future of both the 
nation and the church, Halvorson does a 
commendable job, in a fresh and unique 
style, of pushing the reader to a critique 
of the past, an examination of the pres
ent, and a projection for the future. The 
use of a scenario gives us enough ob
jectivity to be able to view our own 
times with repentan ce and celebration. 

Margaret Kuhn, in Get Out There and 
Do Something about Iniustice, takes this 

"stereo" understanding of the church, in 
which its life is guided by both theologi
cal re flec tion and so ial analys is, and 
converts it to very concrete case studies 
and action suggestions. In her analys is 
of the events of recent yea rs which have 
profoundl y stirred and shaken loca l con
gregations, she unfortunately fa ils to 
include the rising expecta tions of women 
in re la tion to decision-makin g roles in the 
church, though she mentions other spe
cial interes t groups such as blacks, 
Mexican-A meri cans, In d ians, youth, 
Third World peoples, and Pentecos tal
fundamentalists. 

Ms. Kuhn introduces a timely and 
helpful exploration of the meanin g of 
ministry, with its implications not onl y 
fo r the ordained clergy, but in an even 
deeper sense, for the laity. She has 
chosen two case studies of ministries 
which express a concern for both faith 
and justice, and which are carried out 
in large part by lay persons : the farm 
worker movement, and the attack on the 
health care "empire." Get Out Th ere . . . 
will doubtless prove to be a very practical 
tool for groups who seek specific guid
ance for action alterna tives . 

W ayne Bryan's Guide on Faith and 
Justice also offers concre te program and 
action suggestions for the stud y. Using 
both the Halvorson and the Kuhn texts 
as bas ic input, he provides a course out
line, comple te with study, audio-visual, 
worship, and activity suggestions. 

There are four additional Friendship 
Press resources especia lly designed for 
the study. See It! Do It! by David Ng 
is a wealth of information : vignettes, 
photographs, songs, Biblical and theologi
cal materia ls, drama bibliography, etc. 
Let Faith Be Your Camera by J. W . 
Patterson, a £1ipchart of photographs and 
art, is supplemented by brief guidance 
material. Justin Vander Kolk's To Set 
Thin gs Right provides a Biblical setting 
for exploring the relationship be tween 
faith and justice, while Confronted! by 
Myra Scovel contains four dramatic dis
cussion starters on faith and justice in 
India . 

Any group willing to dig into these 
various segments of the Faith and Jus
ti ce "package" should have little excuse 
for a single- track approach to the stud y. 

PEGGY HALSEY 

MILITARY CHAPLAINS: FROM A 
RELIGIOUS MILITARY TO A MILI
TARY RELIGION, edited by Harvey 
Cox. New York, 1972: Clergy and 
Laymen Concerned, 162 pages, paper, 
$2.45. 

Although this is hardly an objective 
study, it should be read by every chap
lain in the armed forces, any serious stu
dent of the complicated church-state 
issues involved, and those concerned for 
the witness and mission of the church . 

Dr. Cox questions whether the 

church's representatives can be fa ithful 
to the Biblical tradition, especially the 
prophetic calling, while living within 
and under the pressures of today's mili
tary structm e, policies, and ideology. Dr. 
George H. Williams' chapter on "The 
Chaplaincy in the Aimed Forces of the 
United States of America in Historical 
and Ecclesias tical Perspective" draws 
together much valuable historical info r
mation. His treatm ent of the period 
1918-1971, which saw many important 
developments, is unfortunately trun
ca ted . 

From this point on, the quality of the 
chapters on "Sociological Impressions of 
the Chaplain cy," "Military Religion : An 
Analys is of Educational Materials Dis
seminated by Chaplains," "Being a 
Chaplain in Today's Milita1-y," "Is the 
Milita ry haplaincy Constitutional?" fall 
fa r below the balance, honesty, and 
competence of the intrcductory portions 
of the book. Dr. Robert McAfee Brown 
concludes the collec tion of essays with a 
penetrating and temperate h·ea tment of 
the rationale for ministry to the armed 
forces concludin g tha t the "presence" 
of the church in such a ministry is not 
in ques tion but the fo rm of the presence 
is wron g. 

I commend the book for serious study 
because it brings together the sporadic 
but pointed criticisms of the chaplaincy. 
Such a critique sharpens our sensitivities 
in an area of compromise and tension
whether one opts for the present fo1m , 
some revisions of the present form , or 
some type of civilianized chaplaincy. 

The basic assumption of most of the 
authors is tha t the ministry of the church 
in the military is too compromised or 
muzzled to justify the continuance of the 
chaplaincy within the military structure. 

Other assumptions are that the pri
mary purpose of the military is massive 
violence to persons and countries , and 
that the military establishm ent is almost 
by nature evil. The pressure to accept 
thes . pacifist assumptions has been 
strengthened by the hi ghly questionable 
ra tionale for the tragic and costly war 
in Vietnam and even more by the ques
tion of its morality. 

However, unless you are willing to 
say tha t armed forces are unnecessary in 
today's world of tangled power-politics, 
then you are forced to accept the neces
sity of the military. You recognize that 
by far the greater portion of their time 
is spent in simply ''being there" as a 
deterrent in civil or international order. 
The war in Southeast Asia heightens our 
revulsion at this eventuality of military 
power but does not remove the necessity 
of armed forces in today's world. 

One other assumption of many parts 
of the book seems to be the single-eyed 
criterion that unless the chaplain is ef
fectively critical of command for any 
breach of morality (in the broad sense) 
or the international conventions of war, 
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unless he supports all conscientious ob
jectors (of whatever str ipe?). then the 
chaplain has fai led and th structure ren
ders a genuine ministry impossibl . The 
priestly and pa tora l functions are rec
ognized and apprecia ted, but the qu s
tion of th lack of the prophetic seem 
to be the one important rit rion. Actu
ally all three must be uph ld , and the 
fa t is that many chaplain strive to ful 
fill the proph tic offic now within the 
stru ture. The civilianization of the 
chapla incy would seriously reduce the 
ability to fulfill the priestly and pa toral 
functions and not necessarily guarantee 
an overall mini try that would be more 
proph tic. 

The methodology of the middle por
tion of the book i often v ry ques tion
abl . 1 othing i easier than to find 
among the thousands of people, in all 
their varietie of motivation , who have 
served as chaplains the quotes to prove 
a particular point of view. Of course 
there are chaplain who have had bad 
experiences in the milita ry, commands 
which are difficult to live with , chap
lains who were not equipped or were 
afraid to work with command without 
seriou compromise, chaplains who make 
an ea y simple identifica tion of Cod
e untry-duty- war. Balancing state
ments, perspectives, and questions are 
admitted to the text only begrudgingly. 

The an1e is true with the quotes used 
from religious litera ture disbursed on 
some military stations. Admittedly, some 
of the literature is very poor and pro
motes national idolatry, but it is not b y 
any means primarily or consistently of 
that stiipe. With dozens of possib le 
sources for this li terature it is not 
surprising that some of the litera ture is 
as culture-bound as it is. It is stated that 
some libraries were examined , but the 
only library having any considerable 
collection of such materials (General 
Commission on Chaplains and Armed 
Forces Personnel ) was not used . 

Even Dr. W ill iams, a t the end of a 
fi ne chapter, moves from documented 
hi tory to his own hypothesis , for exam
p le : " ... it is a fairly safe bet that 
among military officers any protest from 
a chaplain, no matter how circumspect, 
will be 'too much.'" From wide per
sonal experience and contact I have no 
alternative but to say that is a gross 
overstatement! His reasons for assuming 
that the chaplaincy will more and more 
be a "dumping ground" fo r less able 
ministers are equally ungrounded . 

T he chap ter on consti tu tionali ty lacks 
in thoroughness and balance and often 
resorts to very specious arguments . One 
also wonders why the United Presby
terian position paper ( 1965 ) "The Prac
tice of Having Ministers of Our Church 
Serve as Military Chaplains Paid by the 
State" was ignored except for one intro
ductory paragraph that suited the au
thor's purpose. 

The main questions, however, are does 
the chaplain's presence legitimate the 
total military operation ( the bad as well 
as the good)? do the st ructure, the 
policies, and the e thos of the mi li tary so 
mute or compromise, consciously and 
unconsciously, the chaplain's witness as 
a minister of th gospel as to render 
gen uin ministiy impossible? T he answer 
to those questions depends fin all y upon 
the integrity and courage of the individ
ual chaplain as an obedient servant of 
Jesus Christ rather than upqn the struc-
tu re. 

EDWARD BRUBAKER 

WH Y CONSERVATIVE CHURCHES 
ARE GROWi G, By Dean M. Kelley. 
New York, 1972: H arper and Row, 
179 pages, $6.95. 

Churches which are reasonable, re
sponsible, coopera tive with other 
churches, interes ted in d ialogue, non
dogmatic, democratic, recep tive to out
side criticism and concerned about social 
justice--these chur hes are decli ning. 

But churches which make unreason
able demands on their members, cooper
ate with nobody, are dogma tic and au
thor ita rian, avoid d ialogue, don't care 
what anyone thinks of them who is out
side the fo ld , and preach an outmoded 
theology with only a narrow concern, if 
any, for social justice-these churches 
are growing. 

This is the observation of Dean Kelley, 
Director of Civil and Religious Liberty 
for the National Council of Churches, 
whose new book should keep a host of 
''hum1\ne, intelligent, personable, modest 
and committed" church leaders in main
line churches awake a t night wondering 
if in fac t church decline and decay are 
a consequence of modernization. And, 
if so, what happens now? Kelley's sta
tistics document the decline of the major 
mainline denominations which are at the 
heart of the ecumenical movement and 
in the battle fo r social justice. Also, in 
churches which have separate liberal 
and conservative branches, it is the con
servative in every case that is growing, 
while the otl1er is barely holding its 
own or declining. 

Kelley's judgment on the declining 
churches is not tha t they are too reli
gious, bu t that they are not religious 
enough. They are not providing their 
members with adequate or convincing 
answers to the ultimate questions of the 
meaning of their lives. The growing 
churches are doing that, even if in ways 
that are offensive. 

Among those churches overflowing 
wi th vita li ty are the Southern Baptist 
Convention, the Assemblies of Cod, the 
Churches of Cod , the Pentecostal and 
Holiness groups, the Mormons, Jehovah's 
W itnesses, Seven th-day Ad ventists, and 
Black Muslims. The Southern Baptists 

passed the Methodists in 1967 and have 
been increasin g the gap since. 

Perhaps the mainline churches can 
take a cue from the success of these 
groups, while avoiding their obvious ex
cesses. Kelley suggests this may mean 
being more specific on commitment and 
on who is or is not accep table in the fel
lowship of believers . None of the grow
ing churches have a "diffident, believe
and-let-believe" approach. It may mean 
a more strenuous interpre ta tion of dis
cipleship and of what it means to be a 
Christian . When, fo r instance, a univer
sity Chris tian group decides there is 
no tl1ing wrong with havin g Jewish stu
dents as full members but th rows out a 
group which has a different view on the 
war, it is time to reassess the whole 
operation. 

More important, tile churches must 
concentrate on the question of mean
in g. There is this remarkable sta tement : 
"If a religion should set out deliberately 
to benefit the whole socie ty by patriotic 
preaching or welfare services or social 
action, but did not make life m eaning
fu l for its m embers ( italics his), it would 
benefit the whole society less than if it 
had contented itself with ministering its 
unique fu nction to those who looked to 
it fo r that ministry." And that is from a 
man who has long been identified with 
p rogressive causes. 

Does this mean the ecumenical 
churches should lay off social action? No, 
because that is certainly a part of the 
Gospel. But it does mean recognizing 
tha t the churches "are not social-action 
barracks where the troops of militant re
form are kept in readiness to charge 
fo1th a t the alarums and excursions of 
social change. Rather, they are the con
servatories where the hurts of life are 
healed , where new spiritual strength is 
nourished, and where the virtues and 
verities of human experience are cele
brated ." Furthe1more, Kelley argues, re
sistance to social justice in the mainline 
churches is partly a result of the insuffi
cient emphasis on meaning and disci
pline, so that members react not on the 
basis of the Church's teaching but on 
whether they feel their own personal 
secular interests threatened. 

Kelley's study sometimes moves too 
easily from analysis to hypothesis and 
i very likely overdrawn, but there is 
plenty of solid material here for debate 
and personal soul searching. C.E.B. 

Ms. Halsey is Secretary for Financial 
Promotion of the Women's Division of 
the United Methodist Board of Missions. 
. . . The Rev. Edward Brubaker was a 
chaplain in World War II and for six 
years served as chairman of the United 
Presbyterian Department of Chaplains 
and Service Personnel. He is now pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Wichita, Kansas. 
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special report: the general conference 

Legislators of The United Method
ist Church met in Atlanta for their 
quadrennial General Conference and 
again affirmed their stress on Wesleyan 
theology, Christian social principles, 
and connectionalism. 

The 10.5 million member denomi
nation, second only to Southern Bap
tists in numbers, is the most plural
istic of the mainline Prot stant de
nominations. Its large black, Hispanic 
American, Asian American, and In
dian caucuses were much in evidence 
and received sizable funding though 
not as much as requested . 

The United Methodist Church has 
traditionally been missionary and the 
results of more than 150 years of ag
gressive mission work were evident 
in the representa tives of more than 
50 overseas churches of Methodist or 
Evangelical United Brethren origin. 

ational missions interes ts were 
highlighted when the Black Com
munity Developers, a project of the 
Fund for Reconciliation, were intro
duced and it was announced that nine 
had decided to enter the ministry. 

Women were more in evidence 
than ever before. Wearing but
tons proclaiming United Methodist 
Women 13%/54% ( referring to their 
representation in the General Con
ference as contrasted with their mem
bership in the church ), the women 
had their own caucus. In the words of 
Miss Doris Handy, a vk e-presiden t 
of the Women's Division of the Board 
of Missions, "the hand that serves the 
rolls and rocks the cradle" is capable 
of wielding the gavel. 

o women wield the gavel nor do 
laymen or local clergymen at the 
General Conference. The presiding 
officers are the bishops who are not 
enfranchised by the General Confer
ence. Among the requests of the 
women granted by the Conference is 
the removal from the church's Book 
of Discipline of all male-oriented lan
guage. This includes references to 
bishops as ''he" and ''him." But more 
important was the establishment and 
funding of a Commission on the Role 
and Status of Women to implement 
participation of women at all levels 
of the church's life. 

Another group which gained 
ground was youth. Age limits were 
lowered for annual and general con-

fe rence membership and the Judicial 
Council, th church's supreme court. 
For the first time youth were repre
sented on the powerful agenda and 
other committees which control the 
conference. And while without vote, 
th ir voices were audible and at
tended. 

The study commissions appointed 
in 1968 consumed the major part of 
the Genera l Conference's time. A 
theologica l stud y commiss ion brought 
a Doctrine and Doctrinal Standards 
Statement which found ready accept
ance among the widely diverse group 
of laity and clergy. Adopted with onl y 
17 dissenting votes, the statement al
lows fo r pluralism but establishes as 
bas ic criteria Wesley's guidelines of 
Scripture, Christian tradition, experi
ence, and reason. 

Most controversial, as expected, 
was the new Social Principles State
ment, a 4,000 word document dealing 
with sexuality, drugs, national and 
world affairs. A statement on Vietnam 
which calls on American leaders "to 
confess what we have done in Indo
China has been a crime against hu
manity" caused one of the mos t 
anguished debates at the conference. 
The conference unanimously en
dorsed a Bishop's Call for Peace and 
Self Development of Peoples which 
will receive high visibility in local 
congregations in the next four years . 

The liberation strnggles of African 
peoples were upheld as the confer
ence heard from courageous Bishop 
Abel T. Muzorewa of Rhodesia. The 
conference also spotlighted South 
Africa, Namibia, Angola, Mozam-

By Betty Thompson 

bique, and Guinea Bissau as areas of 
special concern and di scouraged 
American concerns from business in 
those areas. 

The Conference marked the end of 
a shameful era when it set July 1, 
1973, as the termination date fo r its 
last four racially segregated annual 
confe rences. At one time the church 
had a non-geographical Central Juri s
diction fo r blacks. 

Although the church voted to re
main in the Consultation on Church 
Union and the often beleagured Na
tional and World Councils of Church
es, the issues of ecumenism came in 
fo r far less attention than the restruc
turing of the denomination itself. A re
duction in the number of boards and 
agencies to liminate overlap and 
competition has resulted in fo ur pro
gram boards: Church and Society, 
Discipleship, Global Ministries, and 
Higher Education and Ministry. 

Of the vas t amount of time spent on 
res tructu1ing the chainnan of that 
commission, the Rev. Dr. Dow Kirk
patrick, said "an incarnational religion 
cannot consider strncture irrelevant to 
mission . . . The call of Christ's church 
comes out of the future . . . Our 
church intends to be obedient." And 
in the closing devotion, the president 
of the Council of Bishops, 0 . Eugene 
Slater, cited the new doctrinal stand
ards statement as perhaps the most 
important happening of the two-week 
meeting. "Renewal does not depend 
upon structure alone, but an under
stan uing of who we are, and an under
standing of God through Jes us Christ." 

Mrs. Coretta King talks with Bishop Muzorewa. 
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WOUNDED EVACUATED 

Wo unded South Vietnam ese soldiers are carried from a helicopter in Pleiku , South Viet
nam, after a firefight in the Central High lan ds. 

BLAKE HITS BOMBING 
IN NORTH VIETNAM 

Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general 
secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, has scored the resumption of 
U.S. bombing raids over orth Vietnam. 
The action, he said, threatens to take the 
world "yet further down the road of 
destruction." 

World Council headquarters released 
the text of a letter Dr. Blake sent to Dr. 
R. H. Edwin Espy, general secretary 
of the U.S. National Council of 
Churches, urging American churchmen 
to "continue ,~heir efforts to stop thi s 
senseless war. 

Dr. Blake, an American and a United 
Presbyterian clergyman, said the bomb
ing of North Vietnam "clearly makes 
impossible the release of the several 
hundred Americans being held prisoners 
of war in Indo-China and of those thou
sands of political and military prisoners 
held in South Vietnam." 
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Resumption of the air raids, he con
tinued, makes the world believe that 
the U.S. is "incredibly" sti ll seeking only 
a military solution in Indo-China. 

UNION CARBIDE HEARS 
DEBATE ON RHODESIA 

( RNS ) 

Stockholders and officers of Union 
Carbide heard a one hour panel argue 
vigorously against the company's re
sumption of chrome importation from 
Rhodesia, but the company will continue 
to import the chrome anyway. 

Rep. Charles Diggs ( D.-Mich.) ex
pressed "outrage" that Union Carbide 
should be an "accomplice in breaking 
international economic sanctions against 
Rhodesia ." 

Union Carbide met the day after the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
unanimously approved a bill that would 
repeal an earlier Congressional measure 
( 1971 ) lifting a ban on the importation 

of chrome from Rhodesia, which is still 
under U. . sanctions. Church groups, 
southern African agencies and the Black 
Caucus in Congress insist that the U .. 
is in viola tion of its endorsement of the 
U. . sanctions by lifting the ban. A suit 
is in progress. 

A move to nominate United Methodist 
Bishop Abel T. Muzorewa of Salisbury, 
Rhodesia, as a director was overruled 
because the bishop is not a stockholder. 

Union Carbide President William 
Sneath said that his company "agrees 
with the decision of Congress to allow 
the importation of chrome which we 
feel is indeed in the best interest of the 
nation's security and recognizes that 
sanctions against Rhodesia have not 
been effective." 

A representative of the American 
Friends Service Committee noted that 
the protes ters outside the building were 
demonstrating for "law and order" while 
the company tockholders and officers 
inside represented "international law
breakers." 

A WALK TO JERUSALEM 
RAISES RELIEF FUNDS 

(R 

A 22-year-old Briton has returned to 
London after walking 2,000 mil s to 
Jerusalem and hitchhiking back. The ob
jective of his trek was to raise $24,000 
for relief for Christian Aid , the service 
agency of the British Council of 
Churches, and the Evangelical Alliance 
Relief Fund, known as TEAR. 

Mark Sharman, a former Communist, 
was converted through the evangelical 
Campus Crusade for Christ, and now 
hopes to work full-time for that organi
zation. He is a graduate of Reading 
University. 

At TEAR offi ces in London, harman 
said that his walk to Jerusalem took 21 
weeks, an average of 17 miles a day. H 
carried a folded tent, a cooking pan, 
two harmonicas and a Bible. Over 600 
sponsors, including Anglican Archbishop 
George Appleton of J rusalem, had 
agreed to pay a certain sum for ea h 
mile Mr. Sharman walked. 

"It was on the basis of God' promise 
a contained in His Word that I thought 
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and \\'alked and liv ·cl , because I had 
committed m ·self to a task in which no 
man eould help m ," Ir. harmnn said. 

''But it wa my joy to ask od's h Ip 
;1 l all times and to sec Him me t all 
m\' needs without fai l, \\'hether it was 
fo~ guidance when I \\'as lost, or for 
food when I wa hungry, or for a place 
to sl ep when it was loo cold to stay 
outside," th young hri tian add d. 

In other n ws of peripatetic hri s
tians, the 60-year-old nglican rch
bishop of ydney, .\ustralia, hns gone 
into training for a 10-day walk over the 
tr a h rou Kakoda Trail in the Ian 
tanlc Range of ew Guinea. The 

project is designed to rai c 1 million to 
establi h a capital fund for the Diocese 
of w uin a in an ticipa tion of cw 
Guinea's indcpend nee. 

UNITED METHODISTS TOP 
BANGLADESH AID GOAL 

(R S) 

In I s than fi c months, United 
~lcthodis t h<l\'C surpassed thei r goal of 
, 1 million for rcli f and rehabilitat ion in 
Bangla 1e h . 

s of larch 31, m mbers had gi en 
1,010,764, R. Bryan Brawner, denomi

national trca ur r, reported in Evanston, 
Ill. The app al for funds was issued in 

ovembcr by the United M thodist 
ouncil of Bishops. 
~fr. Brawner said he expected that 

more contribution will be received . The 
fund will b xpended through an ecu
menica l agency on the scene in Bangla
dc h. 

WINTER, OTHERS APPEAL 
A DEPORTATION ORDER 

Anglican Bishop olin O'Bri n Win
ter of Damaraland, outh-\Vcs t Africa 
( amibia) and three associa tes, have 
petitioned a court in the Namibian capi 
tal, \ indho k, for permission to appea l 
the court's prior refusal to int rvene in 
a deportation order aff cting the four 
plaintiff . 

Bishop \ int r, David de B er, lay 
treasurer of the Damaraland dioce e, 
and two other church workers, the Re . 

tephcn Hayes and Iiss Antoinett Hal
berstadt, wer expelled from Namibia 
la t larch by the government of outh 

frica . 
amibia is not part of outh Africa, 

but i admini tered by outh Africa, in 
defiance of the United ations and the 
International Court of Justice. 

The ou ter followed open expression 
of support for tribe men of amibia's 
"black homeland"-Ovamboland-who 
at the turn of the year taged a strike 

INTRODUCING 
A NEW AUDIO
CASSETTE PROGRAM 

nEW WORLD souno 
A new and lively sound series , featuring such information about mi ssion 

as arresting, te rse, up-to-date statements and information, interviews with 

persons engaged in mission now, and music, poetry, dra mat ic vignettes 
rela ted to mission issues. 

Fou r issues a year. The First ca ssette, available now, 

INDIA, PAKISTAN AND BANGLADESH 

Order now- Specia l to New World Outlook subscribers • $10 a year-a 

saving of $2.00 per year • Ava i lable to non-subscribers at $12 per year, 

or $3.50 for each individual cassette 

Order from : Service Center 

Boa rd of Missions-The Un ite d Methodist Church 
7 8 20 Reading Road, Cin ci nnati, Ohio 4 5327 

RELIEF SUPPLIES FOR BANGLADESH 

RN S Photo 

Months after gaining their independence in a costly civil war, the people of Bangladesh 
still de pend on relief supplies for much of their day-to-day existence. Church gro.ups 
and relief organizations have responded with millions of dollars worth of food, clothing, 
m edicine and other Sttpplies. 

At le ft , supplies are unloaded from a plane at a Bangladesh airport . At right, a woman 
feeds her child from a pail. The chilas swollen belly is a sign of malnutrition. 
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WANTED JEWELRY 

I 
Wo Buy Ohl Uoltl autl Jcwe l1y. CAS H PAID I 
I RI MEDIATELY. Mai l us go lt.J teoth, wntches, 
1111us. dlnmond s, sl lverwl\l'e, oye ulosses, go ld 
roius , oltl go ld , allver, plat in um . merc ury. Sat 
is L1ct 1ou 1111:1rnnteed or your nrtlc les ret uruetl . 
Wo nro li censetl oo ld buy11 rs . Write for FREE 
i ufo r m:l tlon . 

ROSE INDUSTRIES 
29-Cl Ea st Madison St. , Ch icago, Ill. 60602 

AUTHORS WANTED BY 
NEW YORK PUBLISHER 
~l~a~~:s :~~01:.~b~~-eif cii~~~s p~~s~~W~o~~ 
and juvenile works, etc. New authors wel
comed. For complete Information, send for 
oooklet RH. It's free . Vantage Press , 516 W . 
34 St. . New York , N. Y. 10001 
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BOOKS fOR 
TODAY'S 
LIVlNfr 

The Healing Relationship 
by Rudolph E. Grantham 

Meditations to 
bring the gospel to 
sh ine into the dark 

of 

man accepts 
chal lenge and uses 
his faith and will. 
$1.00 per copy; 10 
or more, 85 ¢ each . 

Whom God Hath Joined 
Together 
by Wesley H. Hager 

A book of devo 
,.--~===ii ti ons for the first 

WHO:rl 
COD 
HATH 
JOISED 
TOCE.TH ER 

forty days of mar
riage, wit h special 
prayers a nd table 
graces . An ideal 
br id e's g ift . Hard
back, w hite . $1 .25 
per copy; 1 0 or 
more, $1 .00 e ach . 

O rde r d irect from 

The Upper Room 
1908 Grand Ave., Nashville, Tenn . 37203 
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against a white-dominated contract labor 
sys tem. 

Lawyers for the absent plaintiffs told 
the Windhoek court that th deporta tion 
orders were "inconsistent" with an immi
gra tion act of the South African Parlia
ment. The act protects persons born in 

outh Africa aga inst deportation from 
South-West Africa, the lawyers argued. 

Mr. Beer, Mr. Hayes and Miss Halber
stadt are white, South African-born citi
zens. 

The grounds for Bishop Winter's ap
peal w re not given in the broadcast 
r port. The bishop is British-born . 

( RNS ) 

EVANGELICALS ARE WARNED 
AGAINST ' PACKAGED PRODUCT' 

Evangelical church leaders face the 
danger today of "handing down a neatl y 

RNS Photo 

In th e studios of Miami's radio station 
WIOD, the Rev. John Hu,ffman talks with 
a listener during his Sunday evening open
phone talk show. For four hours each Sun
day, the young pastor of the Key Biscayne 
Presbyte rian church uses the talk show 
format w hich has proved successful at other 
radio stations. But his progra m is uniq ue in 
that he applies the guidelines of a Biblical 
faith to personal 7Jroblems faced by listeners 
who call in . 
In addition to helping numerous people 
-Mr. Hu.ffman handles anywhere from 20 
to 40 calls during his show-The John Huff
man Program has proved to be a boon to 
WIOD. Last Ju ne, surveys showed that the 
radio station ranked sixth among Miami
area stations during the Swul.a y evening 
period . By last November, a~e r Mr. Huff
man 1ilarted the program, W IOD had more 
than doubled its audience and had climbed 
into third place in that time period . 

THE WORLD'S 
OPPRESSED 

CRY OUT 
- the Scriptures bolster 

their pleas. 

read the 
RADICAL BIBLE-it's explosive! 
at all bookstores or 
order directly from onl~1.95 

ORBIS G BOOKS 
MARYKNOLL. NEW YORK 10545 

packaged product to youthful leaders," 
according to a Florida pastor. 

Addressing a dinner at the 30th Anni
versary Convention of the National As
sociation of Evangelicals (NAE ), the 
Rev. John Huffman of Key Biscayne 
Presbyterian church-church often at
tended by the Nixon family- said that 
evangelicals have "allowed our faith to 
be institutionalized to the point where 
we often neglect soul fai th." 

He challenged the leaders of the 3 
milhon-member association to look be
yond yesterday's accomplishments and 
intensify their efforts in today's changing 
world, citing the Jesus Movement as an 
example of how flexible Christians 
should be in presenting the Gospel. 

The 31-year-old Southern Presbyterian 
minister told members of the Board of 
Administration that at least five dangers 
lurk before the NAE leadership : 

- The danger of passing on an in
herited religion to young leaders. 

-The danger of a defective Christian 
education which institutionalizes faith. 

-A lack of confidence in the Bible as 
a source of daily guidance and inspira
tion. 

-Fear of change .. . and, 
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-The danger of being so busy with 
the Lord's "vork that they neglect their 
own families. 

DR. WILMORE IS APPOINTED 
TO BOSTON U. THEOLOGY POST 

Dr. Gayraud S. Wilmore, Jr ., has re
signed as chairman of the United Pres
byterian Division of Church and Race 
to b come Martin Luther King Profes
sor of Theology at the Boston University 

chool of Theology. 
Since its inception in 1963, the noted 

black clergyman has been executive 
head of the United Presbyterian 

BOOKS ON SOUTH ASIA 
Current affairs , relig ion , missions history and 
culture . large selection in stock . For free onno· 
toted l ist , write 

South As ia Books 
Box 502 
Columblo 1 Missour i 65201 

H a nd-colo r ed photog nlPll 
of you1· church o r any 
sce ne on pre t ty 10 %-i nch 
gold-rim pla tes. Orders 
filled for on e dozen or 
more plates. Also ch urch 
note paper in Quantity. 
W ri t e for free informa
tion . 

FERRELL'S ART WARE 
Appomattox. Virginia 24522 

You can get tan. 
And you c~n 
get cancer. 

Maybe you think you 
look better tan. Tan looks 
healthy. 

But under that healthy 
glow you could be giving 
skin cancer a head start. 

So if you spend a lot of 
time in the sun, or if you work 
outdoors and you have a 
sore that doesn't seem to 
heal, see your doctor. 

Almost all skin cancers 
can be cured if diagnosed 
early. 

If you have fair skin, 
cover up. And if you've been 
lucky so far, plan on a little 
less sun this year. 

You'll be better off for 
it in the long run. 

We want to wipe out 
cancer in your lifetime. 

Give to the I 
Am~~~•~on:~~"~'~~"~~ety., 

Church's race agency, which was 
founded as the denomination's primary 
unit on all matters regarding race. 

Dr. Wilmore's r signation was ac-
epted wi th "deep regret" by the Rev. 

K nneth G. eigh, general secretary of 
the Board of National Missions. He said 
Dr. Wilmore was "one of the most valu
able leaders in the United Presbyterian 
Church and a man whose theological in
sights and commitment to the Gospel 
will be missed by the entire denomina
tion." 

A frequent contributor of articles to 
religious and secular publica tions, Dr. 
Wilmore is the author of several books, 
including Black Religion and Black 
Radicalism, scheduled for publication by 
Doubleday in August. 

From 1960-1963, Dr. Wilmore was 
professor of social ethics at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary . Earlier he was as
socia te secretary of the Department of 
Social Education and Action of the 
United Presbyterian Board of Christian 
Education. 

ASSEMBLIES OF COD PLAN 
SOUTH VIETNAM MISSION 

( RNS ) 

The Assemblies of God denomination 
is launching a mission program in South 
Vietnam. The government of Saigon has 
authorized the program, which will be
gin with the opening of a chapel near a 
hospital caring for dependents of war 
veterans . 

"We are in full sympathy with the 
present (South Vietnam) government 
and its stand against communism," said 
John Hurston, the missionary who is di
recting the work. "We are praying that 
the government will be able to stand 
against the onslaught of communism." 

Mr. Hurston said there is a "spiritual 
vacuum" in South Vietnam. 

" AMAZING CRACE" TOPS 
BRITISH POP " CHARTS" 

( RNS ) 

"Amazing Grace," one of the best 
known hymns in America, has become 
the most popular song in England and 
continental Europe. A recording, made 
without lyrics, by the band of the Royal 
Scots Dragoon Guards, topped the charts 
in mid-April. 

Meanwhile, in Japan, where a "Jesus 
Christ boom" is anticipated, one of 
Japan's largest manufacturers of syn
thetics and clothing has registered as a 
trademark a tiny emblem containing the 
drawing of Jesus Christ appearing on the 
cover of the currently popular record 

" THOUSAND 
and ONE NIGHTS 

LAND 
of MILK and HONEY" 

LEBANON, with ageless magnet ism, 
co mb ines the naieve romanticism of 
Old Arabia with the swirling , so
phistica ted, en dless pleasures an d 
hospitality of a continental capital. 

BYBLOS, which gave its name to 
the Bible, is the oldest town in the 
world , where lie revealed 7 civiliza
t ions ove r 7 th ousan d years. 

BAALBECK offers cultura l festi
va ls of music an d theate r in th e 
awesome Roman Ruins of the Tem
ple of Bacchus, the largest and best 
preserved co rpus of Roman archi
tecture left to us. 

BEIRUT, a gem of a city, offers a 
Th ousand and One Nights of gaiety, 
exotic food an d entertain men t , 
shopping in Orienta l Souks, and 
luxurious accommodations with ex
quisite servi ce. 

There are open air restaurants 
where sunset brings the muezzin's 
call to worsh ip mingling with the 
pealing bells of Chri stian churches, 
over a panorama of lush, green ter
raced hil ls. 

Discover for yourself the real 
LEBANON , where recorded time be
gan, and which , as the Bible says, 
truly is " THE LAND OF MILK AND 
HONEY." 

~\)eJ?~~g;:, 
" LAND OF MILK ANO H ONEY" 

LEBANON TOURIST ANO INFORMATION OFFICE 
527 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 

(212) 421-220 1 

r: ---------., Lebanon Tourist and Information Office NW06 I I 527 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 

; Name---------- : 

I Address I 
I City -----------· 

I I ' State ________ Zip ___ , 
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ANS Ph oto 

"Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ" sung by 
Peter McLaine. In the three months 
since the half-size disc was introduced 
onto the Japanese market more than 
100,000 copies have been sold. 

SOCIOLOGIST UNIMPRESSED 
WITH "JESUS MOVEMENT" 

Dr. Robert Bellah , a sociologist of 
religion at the University of California 
(Berkeley) , is not impressed with the 
"Jesus movement." The professo r says 
the "Jesus People" .are simply "narrow 
fundamentalists in blue jeans and long 
hair." 

He talked of the movement while in 
Nashville to deliver the annual Cole 
Lectures at Vanderbilt University. He 
noted that the Jesus movement is di
verse and that some of its aspects may 
prove to be positive. But at the present, 
he said, the chief characteristic is "reac
tion formation." 

COURT CLEARS ANGLICAN DEAN The emphasis on individual salvation 
of the movement, he said, leads to re
pression of other values, including those 
of other religions, philosophies and 
ideologies. "Jesus People" too often tend 
to say that "the whole world is split into 
people like me and those who are 
wrong," Dr. Bellah commented. 

Anglican Dean Gonville A. ffrench-Beytagh is congratulated by well-wishers in Jo
hannesburg after he was ckared on charges of violating South Africa's Terrorism Act. The 
South Africa Appeals Court in Bloemfontein threw out his conviction and a five- year 
prison term ordered by a lower court in the much publicized case. Th e dean was con
victed on Nov . 1, 1971, on charges of inciting persons to break laws and to prepare for 
violent revolution. The for<mer dean of St. Mary's Cathedral in Johannesburg left for Lon
don soon after the Appeals Court decision . 

MISSION 1972 
What are we 
doing? 
T hese books explore areas of mission chal
lenging today's church . T hey ask what we 
are doi ng to mee t the huma n needs in our 
fast changing society and they give sug
gest ions for action. They can help us be
come m issionaries to today's need s. 

MISSION : MIDDLE A 'IERICA by 
James Armstrong. H ere, Bishop Arm
strong bold ly views the need lo convert 
American church members to the Chri s
tian faith and other problems that con
fro nt us all. (AP) 
--copies @ $3.50 each. 

THE VALIDITY OF THE CHRIS
TIAN MISSION by Elton T rueblood. 
Observations of mi ss ions everywhere have 
led the au thor to concl ude tha t the mis
sion effort is not obsolete. (HA) 
- -copies @ $2.95 each. 

THE CHURCH RESPON DS by J oan 
Thatcher. Presents the innovative ways 
laymen and ministers are findi ng to relate 
the Christian message to today's world . 
(J U) Paper. 
--copies @ $2.95 each. 

THE R ESPONSIBLE SUBURBAN 
CHURCH by Gaylord B. oyce. H ere 
are suggestions for the u niq uely placed 
and sociall y sig n ifica n t suburban congre
ga tion that asks, "What are we, as a 
Christ ian people, to do in our_ part icular 
time and p lace?" (W P) Paper. 
--copies @ $3.50 each . 

TECHNETHICS by Norman J. Fara
melli . Ex p l ores the var ious social and 
moral problems resulting from technologi
cal change and develo ps ethi cal cri teria lo 
deal with them. ( i M) Paper. 
--copies @ $3.50 each. 

Please send me the books indica ted a bove. -·-
O paymen t enclosed O charge to my Coke bury accoun t 

NAME ---------------------
(Please pr int or type) 

AD DRESS - --- -

CITY - - --------

STATE ---------

ZIP ----

Po tage ex tra. Add sales tax 

where applicable. 
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that survives the toughest tests 

The Unshakable Kingdom and the 
Unchanging PeISOn 
E. Stanley Jones, author, evangelist, and dynamic spokesman for Jesus 
Christ, believes that the church has separated Jesus from the one message he 
preached! Through personal accounts, Dr. Jones demonstrates what power is 
available when the principles of this message are rediscovered and applied to 
life. Discover them for yourself! $5.95 

Search Every Corner 
Life is so $hort that fol ks often miss many of the 
precious moments in it. June Parker Goldman 
shares the love and growing pains of her active 
family of five in a book which will touch the 
heart . $2.95 

An Evangelical Faith for Today 
Mincing few words, John Lawson deals with the 
vast discontent evident in much of the theological 
leadership in the major denominations. Church
men must take a close look at their beliefs and 
come to terms with the essentials of the Christian 
faith . A reading must! Paper, $1.75 

Abortion: 
The Agonizing Decision 
"Forthright, thoughtful and lucid, David R. Mace's 
book is important for all those involved in the 
agonizing decision ."-Somers H. Sturgis, recently 
retired head of the OB/GYN Depart., Harvard 
Medical School. Cloth, $3.75; paper, $1 .95 

Listening to the Church 
A shocking look at the present and future of the 
Church from the opinions of churchmen 
representing all fifty states. Does the Church have 
a future? Virgil W. Sexton. Paper, $2.75 

Meditations for Bird Lovers 
The ti ny cactus wren , the curious roadrunner, and 
the thrush fam ily are only a few of the feathered 
fri ends Ruth C. I kerman uses as examples of the 
care which the Heavenly Father bestows on his 
children . A prayer, Bible erse , and bird-watch ing 
hints are included . $3. 

Half-Truths or Whole Gospel? 
Churches are being torn apart today because many 
churchmen are basing their Christian commitment 
on something less than the whole Gospel. Chester 
A. Pennington marks this tendency and implores 
churchmen to gain a true knowledge of Christ. A 
book for thinking Christians. Paper, $2.25 

Prayers for the Later Years 
Celebrating the positive aspects of the later years, 
these fifty -two brief prayers express the joy of 
living, gratitude for past experiences, pleasure in 
everyday surroundings, and the desire for the 
insight to see the good and the beautiful every
where . Josephine Robertson . Large , easy-to-read 
type. $2.95 

At y our Cokesbury Booksto re 

abingdon 
The Book Publ ishing Department of 
The Methodist Publi sh ing House 



Grace Lutheran Church , State Co llege, Pennsylvania 

Arch itect Harold Wagoner, of Philadelphia, says : " The building is intended 
to be a piece of sculpture which proclaims its right to be a religious structure 
in a cha llenging manner." This is the fourth of a series of contemporary 
church a rchitecture around the world . 


