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KID STUFF
$2500 to assist visitation ministry of Albright Memorial
Church in Washington, D.C.
Not my world alone,
But your world and my world
Belonging to all the hands who build.
-Langston Hughes
Mitchell Hall, a 14-year-old Washington, D.C.,
schoolboy, was reluctant to continue his schooling this
year. He didn't have the right clothes; all he had were
some worn-out trousers and shirts. There usually was
no food in the icebox for breakfast. It was raining hard
outside. Mitchell had no raincoat, and there was no
umbrella in the house.
Mitchell was angry, and admitted to the visitor from
the Albright Memorial Church that he didn't want to
go to school, or do anything else.
"What do you want to be when you grow up,
Mitchell?"
"Nothin'."
" Oh, come on, Mitchell, you have to be something."
"No, I don't. I don't have to be nothin'. All I have to
do is die and I don't want to do that so I don't want
to do nothin '."
For Mitchell this school year has been bitter. But
for his little brother, James, while his parents are at
work during the day, it has been great. At 4 he finds

Albright's day care center warm and wonderful. His
teachers score. And through patient understanding
they may reach Mitchell in the community youth program of this Evangelical United Brethren church .
Basic to continuation of the church 's program, however, is the support of a regular visitation ministry in
the parish, to relieve the heavy leadership load carried
by the small congregation .
As the poet said, "Not my world alone/but your
world and my world/belonging to all the hands who
build."
You or your church can help Albright Church build
an effective visitation ministry to our neighbors through
the Project Of The Month . Designate your gift "PROJECT OF THE MONTH" and send it to:
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601 West Riverview Avenue
Dayton, Ohio 45406
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The Advance Special Project OF The Month selects
urgent needs from United Methodism's worldwide
ministries. For further information about Advance Special Projects, write to:

Advance Department, Methodist Board of MissionsF+l
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THIS MONTH

I WORLD OUTLOOK

~lay is a lovely month, with new life
burgeoning out of old husks. Our issue this
month is, in that sense, Maylikc. \Ve cover
a wide geographical range. In every place,
the church reflects the stmggles of the society in which it is set but the stories arc
by no means problem stories. Each article
attests to the hope of new life springing
forth.

Southeast Asia is the scene of several
articles. Addison Eastman examines the
rt'markablc opportunity now confronting
the Christian Church in Indonesia, following the great upheaval there several years
ago. Such an opportunity presents its own
problems as Dr. Eastman makes clear hut
the difficulties <lo not obscure the great
challenge in this area.
Also in Southeast Asia but more controversial is Vietnam. Richard L. Deats, a
missiona1y in the Philippines, gives us his
rC'asons for opposing the Vietnam \Var.
(The contrary view of some other Philippine missionaries is also presented. ) As a
companion piece, we bring you some scenes
of war damage of North Vietnam . The fact
that we all have hopes that the current
talks will succeed in bringing peace to that
area docs not free us from the obligation
to keep examining the war and its causes.
A secopd area of the world we look at
this month is Africa. Darrell L. Reeck tells
how a pioneer bishop of the EUB Church
resolved the age-old question of evangelism
and social witness in \Vest Africa. Per
Hassing examines the vexing problem of the
current role of the missionary within the
African context. This is an article worth
much reflection.
One place where the church has had to
reconsider its role under great stress is in
Russia. \Ve have heard so much of the
persecution of the church in that land that
it is a happy change to look at the thriving
life of one of the great traditional spiritual
centers of Russia.
If anvone thinks that all this reevaluation
of roles. and identity is safely outside the
United States, let him look at George
Hill's examination of some of our current
practices and emphases right here. As with
all such articles, we will welcome your
comments.
\Ve could go on and on, but we must
mention Amy Lee's report on the UN Trade
and Development Conference. This may
seem technical but it is one of the most
important subjects in today's world.
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"IS HE SERIOUS?"
Ed CarothC'rs' bombastic response [!\larch]
to your January editorial on renewal is a kind
of \'Crbal "overkill" by someone who should
know better. \Vhcn a heartfelt pica to look at
where the Chureh is headed-a pica which
met with a warm response in both the press
and among garden variety preachers-is rejected with such vehemence and personal (ad
homincm) invective, by one of our executive
leaders, I foresee grave danger for the Church.
It is the very tendency to think of the business model as appropriate for the Church which
provokes reaction. Yet here it is defended with
striking insensitivity. "l\fost be about my Father's b11sincss"-indccdl Is Carothers serious?
Yes, we need to organize for our task. But let
us first be sure just what that task is. It involves
world-building; it also involves people personally. Grand strategy at 475 Riverside Drive may
he necessary. So also 1s the involvement of the
troops. I read the January editorial as a pica
to give more car to the troops (and the !\fission too, which gets lost in building a business/
power image ). If this sincere pica receives
only defensive reactions from those in a position to " do something about it" then I'll say it
again: \Vc'rc in trouble!
(REv.) EowAno L . EAsn<AN
\\latcrtown, Connecticut
ROLE OF THE BISHOP
On the whole, I am in agreement with Bishop Holloway's views [March] . People arc
people and human beings, brought up to love
other people and taught by their parents to
love Cod, assuming that the bishop is speaking
of lay people in the church.
We all find life very difficult and we need
strength to deal with the everyday trials . Why
don't we sec the bishops more often in our
churches? \Ve have no 011portunity to speak to
them, no opportunity to hear their views, no
time to ask questions.
The structure of the church is going to hm·e
to be broken down to a more simplified system
and more religion preached to sustain the people of the local level.
Mns . L . R. W1LsoN
Van Nuys, California
WE'VE DROPPED THE 'S'
I received the January issue and thought it
was great. May I say that \VonLD Ounooi;: is
one of the magazines I find most helpful and
profitable, particularly in recent months. I have
especially appreciated the social emphasis , the
ecumenical thmst, and the more accurate and
complete concept of "mission" ratl1cr than the
older and limited concept of "missions," thus a
universal involvement of the Church (all Christians) in mission.
(REV.) D. A. REILLY
Sao Vicente, Estado de Sao Paulo
Brazil
HAD LITTLE CONTACT WITH METHODISTS
I've just finished reading my first issue of
\VonLD OUTLOOK and I'm impressed! I don't
know where I've been all these years (maybe it's
because I've been a Presbyterian) but the fact
that I as a fairly active layman haven't seen it
before is a sad commentary on church lmreaucracy and the lack of ecumenism at the local
level, as well as on how little contact I've had
with Metl1odists.
CLAnK LonENSTINE
Univcrsitv Christian Movement
New York

4
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WASN'T ALWAYS STIMULATING
As a missionary, I find the current issues ol
\\'onLD OUTLOOK stimulating. This was not always the case. Thank you very much for the
dear hard look you arc taking at church life
around the world. Christians can never fear
the facts; they can only help us reinterpret
Cod's will.
!\!rs. \V. F. Anderson
l\!issao de Ricatla
C.I'. 21, Lourenco Marqu es
l\lozambique
METHODIST WOMEN IN LIBERIA
Our team has had some interesting experiences in Liberia, our first stop .
Bishop and l\lrs. Nagbc did many good things
for us, as they planned our itinerary. \Ve enjoyed
seeing !\!rs. Nagbc in her home setting. She
was one of the participants in the \Vorld Understanding Workshop which was held in Kitwc,
Zambia, in 1966.
\Vhilc we were in Monrovia, we had the
pleasant surprise of seeing Dr. \\Tilson \Veldon.
who is editor of The Upper Room . \Ve heard
him preach at First Methodist Church on Fcbmary 25th. \Ve were glad to sec won1C'n taking
part in this dignified worship service. The delegate to General Conference gave a report to the
church, and she gave it in a fine way.
In the evening we went to a service on the
outskirts of the city. Several churches united in
this service, to welcome the women from the
United States (Mrs . Rose Catchings, Mrs . John
Paul Stone, and myself) . The women and men
at this church were from a different background.
for they could not read or write. But we felt
aware of their great commitment. A combined
choir sang the Hallelujah Chorus from Handel's
Massiah, and they sang like artists. How they
could sing!
At Cbarnga we saw the training school for
the wives of African ministers. The wives receive training in cooking, sewing, child care,
reading, and writing.
There is a great hunger for knowledge
amongst the Liberian women . There arc many
who need help, and they arc asking for aicl in
sup11lying opportunities for study and training.
One woman, not a pastor's wife, persuaded tlu·
school authorities to let her attl'nd the school
at her own expense. She worked hard, and was
able to take back to her village many good
things to share with the wo111cn thcr<~ .
Mrs. Cooper, vice president of the \Vorkl
Federation of :'\lethoclist \Vomen, and also
president of the Liberia Conference \Voman's
Society, gave us a warn1 welcome.
As we were leaving Liberia , a group of doctors, dentists, and nurses ( some from North
Carolina) arrived, to give so111c time to a health
program among the people. A wonderful service!
!\Ins. NILES CLAnK
Box 21, Waterloo, S. C . 29:384
BOLD DECISION IN URUGUAY
The possibility of our returning eventually
to Umguay depends largely upon a bold decision that the group of Methodist missionaries
in Uruguay made several months ago. \Ve
believe that the church here should be left without missionaries for a period of time.
\Ve arc convinced that the excellent national
leadership can and should take over completely,
and that the Umguayan Church should sh1dy
quite seriously the role and responsibilities that
any missionary in the future should assume. The
present plans call for the removal of all missionary personnel before January, 1970.
As we prepare to leave Uruguay we clo so
with a deep sense of having received more than
we have given. And therefore we always will

be grateful for our five years of m1ss10nary
service here. \Ve arc also grateful for your interest in the life of the church in other areas of
the world.
GEORGE H . PJGUEnO!'<
U . S. address: (for 1968)
e/o World Division, l\lcthodist Bd.
475 Riverside, NYC 100-27
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YOUNG CAMPERS IN ALASKA
In the summer of 1966 we managed to send a
total of sixteen youngsters to camp in Anchorage. This was a "first" for Nome. But in 1967
we outdid ourselves by sending 39 youngsters
and five adults to three different camps. The
only way to get out of Nome is by plane. But as
we balance the good of the camp experiences
in the lives of the young people, we feel that it
is well worth the expense. For many of the
youngsters the trip to camp was the first trip
away from Nome or the villages nearby.
BENJAMIN A. L.uno (MM-H)
Community l\lethodist Church
Box 296, Nome, Alaska 99762
WRINKLES IN BOLIVIA
Diego Choque is a typical colonist fanncr of
San Pablo. His load is not easy, for his work
cycle is never finished; clear the land, clean it
for planting. plant seed, harvest the fmitsthcn start all over again. Sweat on his brow,
and wrinkles on his bronzed face symbolize the
hardships of his life.
Diego felt a great emptiness in his life because
he had had no opportunity for an education. But
last September Diego half-heartedly agreed to attend an ALFALIT course in our San Pablo District. He was one of 30 church members, all
illiterate. They were taught by 20 volunteer
teachers. After 72 hours of classes, Diego and
ten others were reading the simplified version
of the Bible and writing their own sentences.
\\'hat a joy to sec a dream come true! Diego is
a new man. Through the same wrinkles a
"light" shines that reveals a spirihial glow
within.
JoY llOLl.OW,\Y ( ;\(l\f)
Casilla 1409
La Paz, llolivia
FARM PROBLEMS IN RHODESIA
\Vl' h:l\'e 30 young African men who take
classes at our night school, and work on l\!utambara Farm in the daytime. These men arc at
different levels of education.
\Ve purchased a small, obsolete machine to
harvest 100 acres of wheat. The machine
needed repair, and the students were just learning. The resu lt was that it took us live weeks
to harvest the crop. "Patience" was the big
word.
Now we arc plowing, harrowing, and planting cotton, soy beans, ground nuts, sunhemp,
corn, and sorghum.
VAi.JEAN E. WAil~IAN ( 1\11\1)
l\lutambara l\lcthodist Centre
P. 0 . l\!utambara, Rhodesia
PROBLEMS IN INDIA
!\!any village congregations arc ml'eting in
inadequate and rnndown homes, long past
their ancient potentialities. The nl'ccl for worship centers and parsonages. for an increase in
mral pastors' salaries. and for aid to noodravagcd areas is critical.
Preachers stmgglc on meager pay umler
increasing costs; but a few able churches haw
begun to share the load through gifts. \Ve an·
grateful for signs of Christian life in the villages, towns, and metropolis.
GEonGE Ar<D ELIZA \VonKMAN ( ;\l;\I)
!l•I Civil Lines, Barcilly, U. P., India
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IN THE NAME OF AMEnICA, commis·
sioned by Clergy and Laymen Concerned
About Vietnam. Annandale, Virginia,
1968: Turnpike Press, 421 pages, $2.95.
The tc1m '\var crimes" usually evokes the
image of Nazi ovens piled high with bodies .
Since it is impossible for Americans to believe that the United States is doing to the
Vietnamese what Germany once <lid to the
Jews, most Americans usually dismiss all
charges of war crimes as inherently absurd.
But by the mmy's own military law, "war
crimes" is defined far more modestly. The
aimy has a manual, called "The Law of
Land Warfare," Field Manual 2.7-10, which
defines "war crimes" as a "technical expression for a violation of the law of war." The
law of war is completely contained in the
Paragraphs of "The Law of Land \Varfarc,"
and according to Paragraph 499, "Every
violation of the law of war is a war crime."
Until about a year ago, no United States
court ha<l allowed any attorney to present
evidence of U.S. involvement in war crimes.
Then, last l\fay, <luring the court-martial
of Captain Howard Il. Levy, chief defense
counsel Charles Morgan, Jr. of the American
Civil Liberties Union was allowed to make
an olfer of proof, apparently in the belief
that he would be unable to do so in the short
time allotted him.
But to everyone's surprise, Morgan presented a very powerful case indeed. As one
defense• attomev remarked, "\Ve had more
evidence to indict the army than the mmy
had to convict Levy." But in a court-martial,
the aimy wins regardless of the evidence,
and the issue of war crimes faded with yesterday's headlines. Levy's trial did prove,
however, that given enough time, a very
respectable legal case could be made out
against the United States for complicity in
and commission of war crimes in Vietnam.
The problem was to gather the evidence.
With the publication of In the Name of
America that problem has been at least
partially solved. The book is almost wholly
a collection of reprints of first-hand accounts
by reputable and responsible American journalists of acts committed by the United
States in clear violation of the United States'
own law. The accounts are from a wide
variety of Ame1ican and foreign newspapers, wire services, periodicals an<l
books. Taken together they are both overwhelming and unimpeachable.
In the Name of America documents many
violations of the law of war. Two are worth
mentioning : ( 1) forcible removal an<l
transfer of civilians; and ( 2) torture.
1) When U.S. troops "resettle" a hamlet, their aim is to prevent potential Viet
Cong from using the hamlet for food or
shelter or transport. Consequently, the
hamlet must be completely destroyed and
the residents moved elsewhere. Huts are
set aflame with cigarette lighters or blown
up with hand grenades. Crops are burned
or poisoned. Sampans and other means of
transportation are wrecked. Those who will
MAY 1968

not stand aside an<l watch their world destroyed are destroyed with it.
This strategy is apparc11tly based on the
theory that in a guerrilla w;ir it is impossible
to distinguish "the people" from "the
enemy." Such a theory permits virtually any
action against civilians. Those \\'ho ref use
to leave hamlets suspected of harboring
guerrillas are themselves presumed to be
guerrillas and hence legitimate military targets. The U.S. thus claims the right to
remove the legal status of "protected persons" from civilians simply because they
refuse evacuation to a government camp.
If such a policy were limited to small, wclldcfined, combat areas, it might be legitimate. But in fact the policy is canied out
systematically throughout Vietnam . \Vhole
hamlets arc suspected of harboring guerrillas because U.S. troops can't tell who the
guerrillas are. Yet Article 5 of the Geneva
Convention of 1949 makes it clear that only
if an individual (not a whole hamlet) is
"definitely suspected of or engaged in activities hostile to the security of the state" can
he lose protected status, and even then
only if the military security of the troops
absolutely requires it. Furthermore, the individual involved must be "treated with
humanity" and given a trial.
These conditions are rarely, if ever, met
by the U.S. Whole hamlets are destroyed by
a remote command decision in order to
prevent potential guerrillas from possibly
using the hamlet for support. No question
of militarv securitv of U.S. troops ever
arises, be~ause in fact U.S. troops are in
the hamlet in the first instance only to destroy it. And certainly no one is ever given
a trial.
\Vithout question, the evacuation and
destruction of hamlets arc precisely prohibited by all the laws of war governing
forcible removal of civilians an<l wanton
destruction of life and property. The entire
resettlement program is a war crime.
2) The question of torture in Vietnam
raises a peculiar problem. There is more
documentation of U.S. complicity in torture
than of any other single war crime in Vietnam. And yet U.S. soldiers do not torture
prisoners themselves; they simply turn them
over to the South Vietnamese, who do it for
them. (This happens systematically, because
there are no American prisoner-of-war
camps in Vietnam; the U.S. simply doesn't
run any.) By the army's own "Law of Land
\.\/arfare," the turning over of prisoners to
an ally in tl1e full knowledge that the ally
will torture, murder or otherwise commit
war crimes against the ptisoncr is itself a
war crime. It is called complicity.
\\Then I was a boy, it was fashionable to
castigate the good Ge1mans who looked
away. "How was it possible," we all asked,
"that they did not smell the stench from the
chimneys at Auschwitz?" And now we know
how possible it was, for we have all seen the
burned children, and we have read Tire
New York Times and we have seen war
crimes on the six o'clock news as we drank
our martinis. And instead of being outraged,
we just got used to it.
Now there is a book called In the Name
of America which has collected it all for us.

I hope that everyone reads it. But reading
it is not enough . \Vhat will you do after you
read it?
In.-\ CLASSEH
Ira Glasser is Associate Director of tire Ne1c
York Civil Liberties Union .

NATIONALISM AND CHRISTIANITY
IN THE PIULIPPINES, by Richard L.
Deats. Dallas, 1967: Southern Methodist University Press; 207 pages, $5.95.
Although the Philippines is the only
"Christian nation" in Asia, with a continuous history of over four hundred years of
Christianity, there is surprisingly little literature of substance available in English about
the churches there. The publication of Nationalism and Clrristianity in tire Plrilippines
is therefore of special significance and will
be widely welcomed by students of church
history and Christian missions. It also coincides appropriately with the 1968-69
interdenominational mission study theme
of "Southeast Asia" and should be extensively used in this connection.
Richard L. Deats is admirably qualified
to write this book, which was his doctoral
dissertation at Boston University. A Methodist missionary in the Philippines since 1959,
he is professor of social ethics at Union
Theological Seminary near Manila. His
study was written in the crucible of encounter with Asian nationalism, which is the
most dynamic emerging force of the twentieth century.
Dr. Deats examines the response of four
churches to Philippine nationalism and
shows that their responses have been quite
distinct from one another. The response of
Roman Catholicism, the dominant church
body, has been largely that of marked conflict with Philippine nationalism, although
the situation has improved somewhat in
very recent years. The Philippine Independent Church, a schism from Roman Catholicism in 1902, was a product and, to some
extent, a captive of Philippine nationalism
until after World War II when it broke out
of its nationalistic shell and, with two million members, became an influential participant in the world Christian community and
the ecumenical movement. Methodism has
a mixed record in response to Philippine
nationalism. It has nationalized its leadership but not yet its life and thought. It has
supported national independence but not
yet ecclesiastical independence (from the
General Conference). The response of the
United Church of Christ in the Philippines,
an organic union in 1948 of several Protestant denominations, has been more consistently balanced in seeking a self-determining church within the context of the
world Christian community.
The author concludes that, "Generally
speaking, Philippine nationalism has not
shown hostility to Christianity. It has, however, been in conflict with those practices
in the churches which discriminate against
Filipino religious leaders and which impede
the self-determination of Filipinos .... The
probability of future conflict between Philippine nationalism and the churches will remain greatest in those situations where self[ 213]

dctcrmi11atio11 is limilC'd, i.e., in Roman Catholidsm and. to a much smaller degree, in
Philippine :\lcthodism."
Densclv documented and cnrcfully written. this ls by all odds one of the most import.mt books available in the field of Philippine church history.
GEIIALD H. ANDEIISON
Gerald IJ. Anderson is Professor of Cl111rcl1
History and Ee11menics at Union Theological Seminary, The Philippines.
STICK TO IT, FARl\IER BOY, by Aarnn
H. Rapking, Nashville, 1967: Parthenon
Press, 188 pages, $2.25.
This volume is basically the autobiography of a man; but it is even more tl1e biogrnphy of ideas that grew and flowered in
the mind and spirit of a fmm boy.
This is the modestly w1itten story of
Aaron Rapking, minister to the countryside,
exponent of the Kingdom of God, who saw
the Hand of God moving in all human and
earthly life.
Aaron Rapking was organizer of "the
group ministry" that has helped give the
rural church new status and new power in
manv communities across the nation.
YVhen Aaron was seven years of age his
father died, leaving his mother the care of
ten children . \Vithin a short time Aaron was
handling a plow on the family form "reaching up to hold the plow handles."
He recounts his first religious feelings as
he formed; his decision to be a minister;
his struggles as a student. He tells of his
pastorates in \Vest Virginia where both
philosophy and program were developed
out of community needs.
A chapter on "Broadcasting the Seeds of
the Kingdom" (his service with the Methodist Board of Missions) is followed by an
account of his work in an eleven-year service (teaching and preaching) to young
ministerial students at Hiwassie College and
its rural life institute in the Tennessee
Valley.
For 40 years Dr. Rapking wrote a philosophic column "Religion and Life in the
Countryside." This column was first in a
few \Vest Virginia papers, later in papers in
many states. In this column he preached and
taught his philosophy on rural life, and on
God and His Kingdom.
A quotation from this column: "The soil
is not sacred, but we can have a sacred attitude and relationship to the soil . .. we can
feel ourselves related to God by way of the
soil and the earth."
This is a good story of pioneering in the
rural church . . . and of what one man's
devotion could contribute to some solutions.
W.W.R.
SUSANNA, Mother of the Wesleys, by
Rebecca Lamar Harmon, Nashville and
New York, 1968: Abingdon, 166 pages,
$4.50.
"Historians are unanimous in saying that
Susanna was a born teacher."
This talent was a valuable asset to the
\Vesley children, for their mother was also
their teacher. "Susanna 'Wesley gave to her
6
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pupils a love of learning that was to flower
out, particularly with her brilliant sons, in
an astonishing way," states the author.
Mrs. Harmon, the wife of Bishop Nolan
Hannon, tells in a convincing way the life
story of Susanna \Vesley against the background of England in her day, and the
background of the family life of the \Vesleys.
In twelve readable chapters the reader is
introduced to Susanna, a remarkable woman
of strong personality, character, and convictions.
The schedule which Susanna adopted for
the \Vesley household must have required
an iron discipline. The children were taught
to be quiet-even to cry quietly. A strict
schedule was observed from morning till
night. By eight o'dock in the evening all
the children were abed.
As soon as the children (there were 19
children, but only ten of them lived to matu1;ty) were able to handle a knife and
fork, they sat at the family table. There
they were expected to eat, without complaint, such things as were provided for the
familv-"never to choose their meat."
"N~ wilful transgression ought ever to
be forgiven children without chastisement
less or more, as the nature of the case may
require," wrote Susanna.
Susanna Anncsley was married to Samuel
\Vesley about 1689. He was 28, Susanna
was 19 or 20. This marriage, says the author,
"was a love match to the end of their lives."
Susanna's poise and ability were greatly
needed, for her rector husband never made
much of a living for his huge family. In
spite of their impoverished state, however,
the vVcsleys had a happy home.
During a time when her husband was
long absent, representing his diocese in a
London meeting, Susanna began having
Sunday evening worship sessions for her
family, in the rectory's kitchen. She was
such a good leader that soon the servants
asked if they could be present. TI1en they
brought some of their friends and relatives.
Then neighbors asked to come in. There
were, at one time, two hundred people at
these kitchen meetings.
And the result? The curate became infuriated that Susanna should have a larger
congregation in her kitchen than he had in
the church! But as for the people themselves, "some families who seldom went to
church now go constantly," wrote Susanna
to her husband.
Susanna is pictured as a devout person,
a person of integrity. However, she was not
without faults. Both Susanna and her husband show up in an incredibly poor light in
their inflexible treatment of one daughter,
Hetty, whose conduct, they felt, had disgraced them.
The author states: "The mistress of the
Epworth parsonage would never have been
remembered at all except for the renown
of her sons; yet in her own right she occupies an honored niche in history's hall
of fame . . . as the successful mother of
many children .... "
This is an excellent and well-documented

~

biography, one that will be a valuable asset
to the book shelves of any home, church,
E.W.
school, or public library.

Marl
OUTDOORS USA, edited by Jack Hayes.
'Vashington, D.C., 1967: U.S. Depart·
ment of Agriculture, 408 pages, $2.75.
This 1967 Yearbook of Agriculture has
120 different chapter authors-each a specialist in some area of conservation of the
nation's natural resources. The volume is
beautifully and generously illustrated in
color and in black and white, and presents
a pictorial view of the heritage in nature
which the Department is now struggling to
conserve for the needs of a growing population, and for the future well-being of its
people, industries, and commerce.
In an introduction to the report, Secretary Orville L. Freeman notes: "About half
the U.S. Department of Agriculture's staff
works in some phase of conservation to preserve the scenic splendor of our mountaintops and our other natural resources, while
getting the most use from them. These
50,000 USDA'ers are busy helping to develop our forests and wood resources; helping to develop water-sheds and river basins,
fish-stocked lakes, and ponds for swimming
and boating as well as storing water; helping
to develop fmms that besides growing crops
offer good hunting, fishing, and other recreation .
"The scope of these activities is amazingly
wide. USDA conservation programs can
benefit 81 percent of the Nation's total
land: all the Nation's cropland, grassland,
pasture, and range, the vast national forests
and national grasslands, and much of the
private forest land. Our conservation responsibilities require us to operate the world's
largest outdoor playground-the 186 million
acres of the national forests and the national grasslands. This year that "playground" will provide around 153 million
visitor-days of use for recreation purposes.
These forests-your forests-have more
than 7,000 camp and picnic grounds, able
to accommodate half a million people at a
time. Nearly 200 winter sports areas, financed privately and operated under paid
permits, can simultaneously accommodate
300,000 persons."
The volume falls into four divisions: The
Big \Voods (forests and mountains), \Vater,
Beautification, and the Countryside. There
is much here for the home missionary interested in the welfare and future happiness
of the people; for the rancher and householder and the fmmcr for whom water is
an increasing problem; for the manufacturer
dependent on the raw materials and the
gains produced from the soil; for the vacationer, the sportsman affected by the preservation of the mountain and lake resorts,
and their meaning to a city-rooted and
growing population.
In fact, Outdoors USA might well be
used as a study book by a missionary society or class: it lies in the area of stewardship to which the church will have to give
more and more attention in the years ahead.
W.\V.R.
WORLD OUTLOOK
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Martin Luther King, Jr.
'Vhen we momn for someone who
wns important to us, we talk to ourselves. 'Ve say how much we loved
the person or how much we hated him
(not so much of this-no use tempting the wrath of God), how well we
knew him or her, etc. 'Ve do this
ostensibly to keep the memory of the
person alive; we do it actually to keep
ourselves alive. The grief we feel at
all deaths is partially grief for ourselves.
This psychological truism is particularly fitting in the case of i'vlartin
Luther King. It is necessary to keep
away the truth about ourselves. How
we loved him, we say-we remember
him speaking at the Washington
Monument, preaching at our church,
receiving the Nobel Prize. It must
have been the act of a madman-a
Southerner, of course-but a solitary
individual. Nothing to do with us or
our love. We are not responsible for
this bloody, crazy society in which
people go out and shoot down other
people.
We all need all the psychological
sustenance we can get but there is a
truer, deeper sense in which the
whole life of Martin Luther King was
devoted to keeping us all alive. For
he saw that many of our habits and
actions, which we viewed as trivial
errors born of pride and negligence,
were in fact leading us on to death.
He saw this and he told us what was
happening.
This is what Martin Luther King
did all his life. He told us about ourselves-the black people and the
white people of this nation. He did
not tell other people about us. He
told us about ourselves.
It was his conviction that with
God's help and our own exertions, we
would change when we realized what
we were really doing. He did not believe this in any foolish, naive way
and he obviously believed that we
needed help along the way. But he
believed it profoundly.
Now he is dead and there are many
who say he was wrong, and that we
will never change. That does not now
concern Martin Luther King who died
for his belief but it should concern
the rest of us enormously. For we
MAY 1968

must yet struggle how we shall live
and how we shall die . It will be a
0rrreat deal harder for all of us without
that marvellous voice in our ears,
telling us who we are.

On Grief and Hypocrisy
"I fear the silence of the cl111rches more
than the shouts of the angra 11111/titudes."
-ivlartin Luther King, Jr.

'We never thought the day would
come that we would have a good
word to say for Georgia's governor,
Lester Maddox. That day came with
the national day of mourning and the
funeral of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Dignitaries came from all over the
country to Georgia's capital, but the
governor sat in his office, reportedly
too busy to attend the services. Let
it be said now that whatever else the
former restaurateur is, he is no hypocrite.
It is not the Lester Maddoxes of
this world who are now the chief
stumbling blocks in the black man's
march toward the dream of Dr. King.
It is the vast white majority whose
grief "bears such an emphasis." Lester
:Maddox the black community can
understand. But the white man's grief
is hard to fathom. V\1here were the
words of support from those dignitaries in the twenty-four or more
times that Dr. King was in jail?
Where was the support for him in
those early days before H. Rap Brown
and Stokely Carmichael appeared on
the scene. Where was the shock and
indignation over the murders of men
who stood for the same principles as
Dr. King but who were merely less
well known: men such as Vernon
Dahmer, Ben Brown, Wharlest Jackson, or the forty nameless black people killed because of their race since

the death of ?-.fodgar Evers in the
spring of 1963.
Violence-as has been said repeatedly on television-certainly
desecrates the memory of this great
non-violent man. But now is hardly
the time for whites to preach to blacks
about non-violence. Let the black
leaders talk about non-violence.
Whites must talk about hypocrisy.
For the churches especially, hypocrisy desecrates the memory of a
Christian prophet who so honored
integrity. Where in those all-white
churches that remembered l'vlartin
Luther King on Palm Sunday can it
be said that the conviction of the
congregation matched the courage of
the pulpit? Yet not until deeds match
words in the relatively simple area of
church membership can it be said
that the white church is even halfserious in its grief. "Our Negro" in the
bass section of the choir is an old joke
now, but let's face it: most of our
churches in the south haven't even
arrived at this point. And where in
the budgets of the high toned Park
Avenue churches across the land who
also remembered Dr. King on Palm
Sunday can it be said the grief was
something other than a "put on"? How
many devote a portion of their budgets to the support of SCLC, or the
NAACP, or CORE?
The fact is that while a Negro in
the choir or five dollars a week to
SCLC can be an earth-shaking occasion in a chm·ch, for the rest of the
world it is nothing. There are people
looking for the churches to do something about open housing, to say
something in behalf of minimum income maintenance, to work for fair
employment, and to support such
things as Project Equality.
The statement Easter Sunday by
leaders of the four major religious
groups in this country (Protestant,
Catholic, Orthodox and Jewish)
which asked Congress for an Economic Bill of Rights for the Disadvantaged showed not only remarkable
unanimity but a . desire to follow
through on what Dr. King stood for.
These are the areas in which Dr. King
feared the silence of the churches.
These are the areas of the world's
need, but not until Christians consider
them to be more than "extra-curricular" can it be said that our grief
for the death of Rev. Maitin Luther
King, Jr. was real.
[ 215]

7

ports: '"
past yei
(Jccn hli
ne11· Ch
a•o hal'•

~me h

BY ADDISON

In many areas of the world the
churches have serious questions about the future role of
the missionary. But in at
least one country-Indonesia
-national church leaders
don't lie awake at night
thinking of ways to keep
missionaries happy. The need
for Christian workers is
obvious.
Addison J. Eastman served
for many years as a missionary
in Southeast Asia and recently made a special trip
to Indonesia. An American
Baptist minister, he is Asia
Department Mission
Director for the National
Council of Churches' Division
of Overseas Ministries.
8
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If we Americans were not so preoccupied with the war in Vietnam we
would be much more aware of the importance of Indonesia and what is happening there today. With a population of
112 million Indonesia is by far the largest
and potentially most powerful nation in
Southeast Asia. Its 6,000 inhabited islands
stretch the distance from New York to
San Francisco along the equator and are
strategically located between Australia
and the mainland of Asia. Few countries
are so rich in natural resources and few
are so generously endowed with national
pride and a sense of destiny. For these
reasons alone what happens in Indonesia over the next few months and years
may very well prove more important for
Asia and the rest of the world than
whether South Vietnam remains independent or becomes united with the
Communist north.
During the past two and one-half years
Indonesia has gone through almost unbelievable upheaval which can only be
likened to the volcanic eruptions of
famous Mount Agung on the island of
Bali. This upheaval has affected almost
every phase of life-politics, economics,
social organization, and even religionand still the winds of change blow hard
and a new Indonesia is emerging.
At this very critical time for the shaping of the future, the Christian Church

J. EASTMAN

of Indonesia finds itself confronted with
unexpected and unprecedented opportunities for witness and service. It is no
secret that in many parts of the world
the church has stopped growing numerically. But not so in Indonesia. The problem there is not how to get new people
interested in the Gospel, but how to lead
to personal faith the thousands who are
asking for baptism and church membership.
Suppose the Protestant Church in
America were like the Protestant Church
in Indonesia. In many states of the union
more than half the members would be
people who had made their first confession of faith within the past two or
three years. Some congregations would
be made up entirely of people who, until
a few months ago, had never been inside
a church building or read a single word
of the Bible. Many congregations would
be led by laymen who had had no opportunity for training in pastoral work or
Christian education. In shmt, if the
church in the United States were like the
church in Indonesia, our most pressing
problem would not be how to pay off the
mortgage or raise funds for a new organ,
but how to deal responsibly with a
phenomenal in-gathering of people,
young and old, who want to find a new
life in Christ.
A seminaiy teacher in Indonesia reWORLD OUTLOOK
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ports: "The work of the churches in the
past year and up to the present time has
been blessed by the Lord. Thousands of
new Christians throughout the archipelago have joined the churches. They have
come from pagan environments as well
as from l\foslim and atheist backgrounds.
In some cases, as in the Karo highland in
North Sumatra, in East Java and Timar,
mass conversions have t;1ken place." Heports from the churches themselves indicate that some, such as the Central
Java Christian Church, have more than
doubled their membership since 1965.
The reasons for this unusual movement
are complex. Some say simply, "It is the
work of the Holy Spirit," and so it is. But
it is the work of the Holy Spirit at a very
special time in Indonesia's cultural and
political history, a time of spiritual
vacuum, a time of searching for new
foundations. It follows in the wake of a
radical shift in the country's ideological
direction. October 1, 1965, will go clown
in history as the point at which the whole
country did a spectacular about face. No
one could have predicted it, for up to
that time it appeared certain that under
the leadership of Dr. Sukarno the country would soon become a Communist
state closely linked to Peking. And most
people agree that if the many Communists in government and the military

forces had been only a bit more patient,
they would have achieved their goal
without violence. Instead, they attempted
a hastily planned coup d'etat which
failed. Then, when the general public
became aware of the Communist
treachery, there was violent reaction.
Blood ran in the village streets from
Sumatra to 'Vest Irian and it is now estimated that not less than 500,000 Communists and suspected Communists were
killed.
It is difficult for us to imagine the
carnage of those dreadful days, but it is
even more difficult to imagine the effect
on the people who have lived through it.
Every outward trace of the once prominent Communist Party of Indonesia
( PKI) has gone. So have the party leaders. Even Dr. Sukarno, who thought he
could somehow outiide their aggressive
designs now lives in isolation. That
which was commonly accepted as the
right direction before October 1, 1965, is
now commonly referred to in Indonesia
as the "old order." The "new order,"
under the militmy government of Acting
President Suharto, has set itself on a
course of rebuilding the nation on the
five pillars of the "Pantjasila," which includes belief in God, nationalism, humanity, democracy, and social justice. But
even these te1ms so commonly accepted

need to be given content and it is here
that the Christians of Indonesia have an
important role to play along side their
l\Iuslim and Hindu and animist neighbors.
Church growth <luring this period is
exceedingly important, hut the church
faces unprecedented challenges of another kind. It is called to serve as a light.
seeking out future direction for the
whole nation. Nowhere in Asia are
Christians more aware of their responsibility in this regard and nowhere are
their voices taken more seriouslv. The relation of the church to society. is one of
creative tension in which there is plenty
of give and take. This is largely due to
the fact that in the struggle for national
independence Christians stood side by
side with their Muslim brothers against
the Dutch Colonialists and continue today to share fully in the task of nation
building. This participation takes many
forms, hut the most significant contribution of the Christian Church so far is
probably at the point of dialogue concerning the philosophical basis for
modernization. An outstanding Christian
politician said recently that the cmcial
issue in Indonesia today is "who will provide the motive and direction for carrying on the Indonesia revolution which
was betrayed by the Communists?" He

Congregation leaving church in tlic town of Tomolwn, Nortl1 Sulwesi, Indonesia.
i\'IAY 1968
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nnd many other Christians believe they
can nnd must help to point the wny.
Last November delegates from thirtyfive of the major Protestant church bodies
of Indonesia met in Southern Sulawesi
for their triennial assembly nnd issued n
message to nil Christians. The message,
which struck n healthy balance between
the personal claims of the Gospel nnd its
implications for society, said in part, "In
Jesus Christ forgiveness of sin is nvnilable to every man. A man who by faith
accepts forgiveness of sin is placed in a
new relntion with God. Therefore he cnn
enter upon n new life ... Christians nre
called to live a new life in Christ in contemporary Indonesia. As Christians we
arc called to carry renewal into the thinking and life of society as our response to
the work of God, who has renewed, is renewing, and will renew all things. The
power of God's renewal has given us a
basis for and courage to speak of the
renewal of man, church and society in
Indonesia today and in the years to come.
For the words, 'Behold, I make all things
new,' are not an empty slogan originating with man, but rather a revelation
from God himself, who is always faithful to his promises."
The statement goes on to talk about
the specific problems of society and
points out that "Christians must also participate fully in the efforts to renew the
structures of society, the political and
economic system together which control
culture and the ideals that give direction
to that social thinking."
It is usually true that where the Church
faces opportunities it also faces difficulties. And such is surely the case for the
church in Indonesia. Although its membership (Protestant and Catholic) now
numbers nearly seven million, it is still
a minority in a country made up of about
80 percent Muslims. In this situation
it is not surprising that the current
growth of the church should be a cause
for concern by some conservative Muslim
groups. Last year in the strongly Muslim
area of Atje in Sumatra, Methodists were
obstructed in their efforts to dedicate a
new church building. Permission was
granted by the government but later
withdrawn by local authorities and finally the building was attacked and partially
destroyed. A Christian politician then
raised the question of intolerance in the
parliament where the Muslim members
responded with charges that Christians
were misusing vast sums of money from
overseas for the conversion of Muslims.
10
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The fact that the Atje Church was for
a Chinese congregation no doubt aggravated an already serious problem. The
Chinese in Indonesia have suffered considerable difficulties especially since the
attempted coup by the Communists. The
violent anti-Communist reaction sometimes became anti-Chinese action, to the
great embarrassment of the Indonesian
government. In Atje this resulted in the
expulsion of 5,000 to 6,000 alien Chinese,
most of whom were eventually taken
back to mainland China. In Java there
have been numerous demonstrations and
riots which have resulted in personal
suffering and loss of property. In many
places Chinese have complained of extortion and intimidation.
It is estimated that the Chinese in Indonesia number about three million. Of
these around one half million are Indonesian citizens of Chinese origins. The
rest either hold Chinese passports or arc
people without a country. A part of the
underlying feeling against the Chinese is
attributable to the fact that since colonial
days they have controlled Indonesia's
domestic economy. Furthermore, there
has been widespread feeling that the
Chinese in Indonesia have been subversive, that many helped the Communists and have been more loyal to China
than to Indonesia.
It is interesting to note that of the
total Chinese Community in Indonesia
about 263,000 or 8.8 percent are Christians. In the fellowship of the Church
the process of assimilation, or identification of the Chinese with the people and
culture of Indonesia, seems to be going
on much faster than elsewhere. At a very
crucial point for the Chinese and for the
country as a whole the Christian Church
finds itself playing the very difficult but
essential role of bridge builder.
In October, 1957, fifteen Protestant
and Catholic places of worship, plus
several ministers' residences and the theological school, where attacked and
damaged in Makassar (Southern Sulawesi). It is to the great credit of Acting
President Suharto, himself a Muslim, that
the government moved quickly to denounce such intolerance as a breach of
the Pantjasila and guarantee of religious
freedom. In an address on December 8
he declared again that the government
would protect the rights of all religious
groups in Indonesia and would deal
swiftly with those who sought to obstmct. He also expressed the belief that
Communists may be behind some of the

disruption in hmmony between religious
groups. This point of view is shared by
some Christians who recall that Communists first circulated the idea that
Christians had a plan to Christianize the
entire nation in fifty years. In the meantime, Christian and Muslim leaders are
working diligently to understand the reasons for such violence and have taken
steps to avoid its recurrence.
The most serious problem faced by the
church in Indonesia however, is not opposition from those who misunderstand
or fear the spread of the Gospel. It is the
critical shortage of experienced leaders
within the Church itself. A single p;istor
in East Java, for instance, may have responsibility for as many as twenty-five
congregations and it may take him several days just to travel to all the outposts. Many of the heads of the regional
churches are recent seminary graduates
and are already heavily overloaded with
responsibility. The Moderator of one
regional church is also the pastor of a
congregation of 3,000 members and, as if
that were not enough, he also teaches
religion in the university ten hours a
week and three hours a week in the
nurses' training program.
Is it any wonder that at this important
point in Indonesia's history our Christian
brothers there are seeking the help of
churches in other parts of the world?
TI1ere, notlling is more central to the
New Testament teaching about the
church than its oneness and the dependence of one part upon others. The plain
truth is that the Church in Indonesia
needs us and we very much need the
Church in Indonesia. In sharing across
national boundaries the Church in every
place finds new meaning in the Gospel.
The Board of Missions of The Methodist Church, in cooperation with nine
other Protestant communions working
through the Indonesia Committee of the
National Council of Churches, is trying
to respond to a wide variety of needs in
Indonesia. The list of personnel requests
includes three university pastors, nine
college seminary and lay training teachers, a doctor, a nurse, an agriculturalist,
and several regional directors for the service program of the churches. Those who
have already gone out from our churches
to work in Indonesia have no difficulty
agreeing with U Kyaw Than, General
Secretary of the East Asia Christian Conference, who said recently, "Unquestionably, the most exciting place for the
Christian to be right now is in Indonesia."
WORLD OUTLOOK
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REFLECTIONS OF A MISSIONARY

ON THE

VIETNAM WAR

By Richard L. Deats*

*Richard L. Deats is a Methodist missionary
and Associate Professor of Social Ethics
at Union Theological Seminary, Philippines.
He is the author of The ~to£Y of
Methodism in the Phil_!Epines and Nationalism
g~Q Christianity ig the Philippines. This
g_!'ticl~ _!BS _!ritten prior. .!:.S?. the admig!stration' s curr~nt peace initiative.
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Some months ago an old friend of mine
serving with the United States Air Force
in Vietnam visited us in our home south
of Manila. He is a dedicated Christian, a
college graduate, a captain flying regular
bombing missions in Vietnam. At the end
of the weekend I took him back to
Manila to catch his flight to Saigon. On
the way into the city, we passed a historical marker commemorating a battle
in the Philippine-American war at the
turn of the past century. He asked me
what it was and I told him. He seemed
quite SUIJ)rised.
"Did the Americans ever have a war
with the Filipinos?" he asked. "I thought
we gave them their independence." And
so I recalled to him what perhaps he had
once known but forgotten: that one of
the legacies of the Spanish-American
War was the embarking of the United
States on a colonial career. The Philippines had risen in revolution against
Spain and was fighting for its independence at just about the same time America went to battle against Spain. Although
the Filipinos at first thought the United
States would honor their declaration of
independence from Spain, this was not
the case. A bloody war resulted in which
the Philippines was finally conquered,
becoming a subject nation once again.
This incident, I'm afraid, is not unique.
We Americans (like other people) easily
forget these unpleasant aspects of our nation's history, idealizing our past heritage and our present policies. \Ve too
easily have assumed a self-righteous air
about our role in history, forgetting
Socrates' dictum: "The greatest of all
deceptions is self-deception." As a person
who deeply loves America, I am proud of
our democratic heritage and of our idealistic commitment for a better, freer
world. But my patriotism is not blind; I
do not subscribe to the creed that cries
"my nation, right or wrong."
My belief in this form of patriotism
springs basically out of religious conviction. Just as the Old Testament prophets
chastised their nation for failing to live
up to its ideals, so must we today be
ready to take an unsentimental, objective
view of our country and to do not less
than they did. Our faith teaches us that
no nation is immune to the temptation to
sin and that, indeed, the greater the
power and the wealth, the greater the
temptation, however that temptation
may be cloaked with righteous pretensions.
Hence I am not willing to suspend
critical judgment in studying a nation's
words and deeds, whether that nation be
America, Russia, China, or the Philippines. This brings us to the Vietnam war.
The State Department assures us that
America is fighting for the freedom of the
[ 219]
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people of South Vietnam and, indeed, of
all Southeast Asia and the world, by
stopping the relentless tide of communist
subversion and aggression. \Vhen this
policy is closely examined, however, a
great number of disturbing questions
arise.
I would like to enumerate the basic
reasons why I oppose U.S. policy in Vietnam.
ARE WE THE WORLD'S
POLICEi\IAN?
The Brst reason is international in
scope. K. M. Panikkar, the Indian historian, wrote some years ago that we are
now at the end of what he calls "the
Vasco de Gama era" in history, which
began with the arrival of Portuguese explorers off tl1e coast of South India in
1498, and ended with the removal of
\Vestem colonial powers in Asia in the
1940's. The days in which Western nations could determine the lives and destinies of the peoples of Asia are from an
era that belongs in the dust bin of history.
TI1is is why I reject the self-appointed
role of the United States as the policeman and guardian of Asia and the rest
of the world. Our old policy of isolationism was certainly unrealistic; but our
present policy of frequently resorting to
intervention is likewise misguided. It has
slowed the thaw in the Cold War; it has
undermined the effectiveness of the
United Nations; and it has sucked us into
a land war in Asia-that may yet lead to
a nuclear holocaust.
Should we finally extricate ourselves
from Vietnam, where will we intervene
next-Tirniland, Bolivia, Venezuela? Our
goal of a peaceful world of independent
nations is a noble one-but do we have
the right unilaterally to decide how this
peaceful world is to be built? Is not this
tl1e role of tl1e United Nations? Can wea predominantly Christian, Western, affluent society-do this job better than
the community of nations with whom we
share a common destiny? vVhat are we to
do when the masses of a nation-as seems
to be the case in most of Vietnam-resist
our efforts to make them into the image
we desire for them?
In the movie "Sand Pebbles," the sailor
played by Steve :tvlcQueen is perplexed
over the hostility of the Chinese towards
the American gunboat patrolling the
Yangtze River. TI1e young missionary
teacher on the boat brings the truth home
to him when she asks him, "How do you
think the Americans would like it if
Chinese gunboats were patrolling the
12
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Mississippi River?" What would be
America's reaction to 500,000 Chinese
Communist soldiers in Cuba or to a Communist navy olI the shores of California
or Communist planes bombing within a
few miles of the Texas border?
GOOD GUYS VS. BAD GUYS
TI1is leads to my second reason, which
has to do with ideology. America, in her
obsessive fear and hatred of Communism,
seems to rely more and more on a negative ideology of anti-Communism. \Ve
have consequently oversimplified the
world's problems-and tl1eir solutionson the basis of tl1is obsession. Sometimes
I feel our world view is like the Westerns
on television: the good guys vs. the bad
guys with the issue being resolved by the
superior strength and virtue of the good
guys.
Tims we divide the world into the
camp of freedom and the camp of Communism. But as part of this catch-all free
world, we include medieval monarchs
like King Saud, intolerant fascists like
Franco, and admirers of Hitler like
Marshal Ky. The only common denominator of these men is tl1eir anti-Communism. But what about the rightist oppression of the people in Angola, i\fozambique and South Africa? \Vhcre was our
moral outrage when 300,000 to one
million Indonesians were slaughtered in
the anti-Communist aftermath of the attempted coup in 1965?
The key factor in Vietnam, as well as
in the rest of Asia, is not Communism but
nationalism. Prof. George M. Kahin, an
expert on Southeast Asia, states that the
most consistent failure of the United
States in Southeast Asia since World \Var
II has been in minimizing the imp01tance
of Asian nationalism and of making the
blunder of often working against rather
than for nationalist aspirations.
VIETNAMESE NATIONALISM
Let's see how this applies to Vietnam,
which leads lo the third point, that of the
historical factor. The Vietnamese have
had a long and tragic stmgglc against
colonialism, begun against the French
and then continued against the Japanese
in World War II. During the war, with
our commitment to self-determination,
we favored an end to French colonial
rule and we gave some encouragement
and support to Ho Chi Minh. At the end
of the war Vietnam proclaimed its independence under the leadership of Ho.
TI1c French, however, did not want to
give up their mle, and for nine years the
Vietnamese continued their anti-colonial
struggle against the French.

The late Winston Churchill in 1954
flatly warned the U.S. of the fallacv of
intervening in Vietnam on the side of the
French and he rejected the appeal of
Dulles that Britain do so. Instead of the
United States following her wise policy
of favoring self-determination-as she
did in the Philippines and Indonesia, for
example-America sided with the French
against tl1e Vietnamese people. Our support was not only tacit but active; we
poured vast amounts of military help into
the French imperialist cause. \Vhen the
French effort finally collapsed in Dien
Bien Phu in 1954, the Geneva Agreements followed. They specified that Vietnam was one country, not two; the 17th
Parallel was to be only a temporary line,
not to be thought of as a political or territorial boundary. Although the U.S. did
not sign tl1e agreements, it did say that it
would seek free elections through U.N.
supervision, and at that time it spoke
only of one Vietnam, not two.
Nonetl1eless, the U.S. began efforts to
establish a viable state in the South.
President Eisenhower admits in his Mandate for Change that we did this because
of our strategic interests and for Vietnam's natural resources. \Ve threw our
support behind Ngo Dinh Diem, even
though we did not have a legal basis for
the state we were creating. Despite all
our support, tl1e effort was a fiasco. \Vhy?
because American support is no substitute for nationalist sentiment.
Eisenhower stated that if a national
election were to be held (as stipulated
at Geneva) Ho Chi Minh would have
gotten at least 80 percent of tl1e vote
throughout Vietnam. Diem, an autocratic, upper class Roman Catholic, could
hardly have been e:q)ected to gain a
significant following among that Buddhist nation's masses.
Although the American public received glowing reports about Diem, the
repressive regime he created was gradually c:-.1Joscd. The promised elections of
1956-which France had agreed to carry
out south of the 17th Parallel-were
never held, and the stage was set for civil
Finally, Diem was assassinated. His
regime was followed by one general after
another, with the government tottering
from resistance that was growing, not
only among the Viet Cong but also
among the increasingly articulate Buddhist leaders. Instead of seeing the mistakes on her policy, the United States
turned increasingly lo military means to
solve the Vietnam issue. In late 1964 and
early 196.5 the big American b11ild11p
began, despite our earlier policy that
\\'011LD OUTLOOK
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stated we would not get involved in a
land war in Asia and that if this battle
was to be won, it had to be won by the
Vietnamese themselves.
The elections of September, 1967 unfortunately did little to solve the chaotic
situation in the south. How can you have
free elections when you do not have freedom? Although the rigid press censorship was relaxed somewhat before elections, the newspapers knew the risk they
were running in criticizing the government. An AP dispatch on May 15 reported Ky as saying: "I want to point out
to the press that from now until election
day, any newspaper article creating dissension between the people-military or
civilian-will be censored." People living
in the vast areas conb·olled by the NLF
were not allowed to vote, nor were those
suspected of favoring the NLF. Two very
popular men-General Minh, in exile
in Thailand-and Au Thanh, a respected
economist, were ruled off the ballot. The
civilian candidates complained of harassment before the elections. Dzu, an unknown Saigon lawyer, took a strong
peace stand and came in second place
among the candidates. Thieu and Ky got
34.8 percent of the vote, but the next
three highest candidates polled together
38 percent of the vote. The Roman Catholic Church, with only 10 percent of the
population, got over half her followers
into the 60-man senate. Three slates of
candidates chosen by the Buddhists were
removed from the ballots. Charges of
fraud have gone up and once again the
predominant Buddhists have taken to the
streets in demonstrating.
THE ECONOMIC FACTOR
For the cost of one month of the Vietnam war, we could provide four years of
training for 169,000 schoolteachers in
this country, 125,000 nurses, and 50,000
doctors, as well as a college education
for 100,000 students who could not otherwise afford it. For the cost of two months
of the war we could (a) wipe out the 53
million deficit of the U.N.; (b) provide
nine million tons of wheat to India to
carry it through the effects of recent
drought and now floods; ( c) quadruple
our contribution to the International Development Association; ( d) double our
assistance to the U.S. bilateral development loan and technical assistance programs; ( e) double the size of the Peace
Corps; and (f) almost double our contribution to the War Against Hunger
planned under the 1966 Food for Peace
Act.
THE MORAL ISSUE
From many sources, even those in
MAY 1968

favor of U.S. policy, we read of the fact
that civilian casualties outnumber the
military. Often our troops don't really
know who the enemy is. Bombing raids
and indiscriminate jungle fire kills men,
women and children. By December 31,
1966, America had dropped more tons of
bombs in North and South Vietnam than
on Germany during the entire Second
World \~Tar. When our forces think the
enemy might be in an area, it is cleared
of homes, forests and villages. Arthur
Schlesinger, Jr. has said that this way of
fighting a guerrilla war is like weeding a
garden with a bulldozer.
I do not for one moment condone the
evil being done by the Viet Cong. Murder ruthlessness and terror are to be
con'demned whenever they occur. But I
address myself to the conscience of Americans because I am an American and because I feel we have made serious errors
of judgment and policy in Vietnam that
are having devastating consequences. I
believe that we are destroying the very
people and land we would save and that
we are losing sight of some of our most
cherished values in the process. This is
why I believe we must cease our bombing in the North and begin to de-escalate
in the South. If we are serious about
negotiating, then we must unequivocably
be willing to deal with the Viet Cong as
a major party in the war; we should work
for an implementation of the Geneva
Accords; and we should be willing to let
the Vietnamese solve their own problems.
Many fear America will lose face if she
does not get a clear-cut victory. I fear
America will lose her soul if she persists
in her present policies. A nation's greatness and honor is not established by its
pursuing ill-advised policies to the bitter
end. France's stature in the world was improved immeasurably after she got out of
her colonial wars in Algeria and IndoChina. As Dr. James C. Thomson, Jr.,
specialist in Asian studies at Harvard,
wrote recently in a letter to The New
York Times:
"For the greatest power on earth has
the power denied to others; the power
to take unilateral steps and to keep taking them; the power to be as ingenious
and relentless in the pursuit of peace as
we are in the infliction of pain; the power
to lose face; the power to admit error
and the power to act with magnanimity."
America has the heritage, the resources, the idealism, the opportunity to
contribute greatly to a better world. Let
us hope she does not continue to
squander this by pursuing outdated policies in a world searching for a new era of
universal justice and freedom.

i

Recently, an interdenominational group of 104 missionaries in the Philippines sent
to Filipino and American publications a statement on the
Vietnam war that generally
supports American policyand also criticizes a statement
by 23 fellow missionaries made
last fall.
While strongly deploring the
war, "believing fervently in
peace and praying daily for the
cessation of hostilities in Vietnam," the missionaries said, "it
has become obvious that halting the bombing and other
'soft' measures have not
brought the North Vietnamese
to a peace conference."
The statement was a response to the appeal last fall
of 23 missionaries in the Philippines which was critical of
American war policy. That
statement urged the U.S. to
"take bold initiatives to stop
hostilities," to place Vietnam
on the U .N. agenda, and to accept a "freely chosen, broadly
representative government in
South Vietnam, without prejudging its political character
and alignment."
The response of the 104 missionaries was that the appeal
to the United States by the 23
missionaries to "halt hostilities"
is pointless. "It is to the North
Vietnamese that we must appeal. The simple fact is that
we are ready for peace and
they are not."
Signing the most recent
statement were missionaries of
several denominations, including Methodist, Presbyterian,
and United Church of Christ.
"The most crucial point,"
they said, "is that it has become clear that such appeals
as the one by the 23 missionaries comprise one of the major
reasons why hostilities continue. We deplore the publication of such a petition because
it adds to the already impressive file which Ho Chi Minh is
making to convince his people
that they should under no circumstances consider a peace
conference at this time."
[ 221 ]
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The pictures that follow were
taken in North Vietnam. They
were obtained through Eastern
European sources and quite
clearly present a North Vietnamese view of the war. Bearing
this in mind, these pictures show
us some aspects of the war that
are seldom seen in this country,
and they may help us evaluate
North Vietnamese insistence on
a total halt in American bombing.
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Most city schools, 1u/1icl1 were evacuated to
tl1e country, are lw11sed in 71ri111itit:e lrurs
(see plwtograpl1 011 the right) s11rro1111ded by
an elaborate net of slit tre11ches, wovicli11g
shelter during raids. W/1c11 tl1c air raid alarm
sounds tire children enter tire slicltcr outside tlie scliool by crarvli11g tlrro11glr t/1e slit
t rt!llcll<'s slw1c11 almve.
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(Above) Homes destrnyed by U.S. rockets
in the air raids on May 21, 1967, in Tttang
Mai Street of Hai Ba quarter of the town
in Hanoi. (Lower) One of the ten U.S.
planes slzot down over Hanoi on May 19,
1967 is shown burning in Le True street in
tlze capital.
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(Above) Th e large straw hats and h11gc
scarves arc meant to protect tlw children
from bomb splinters. Additional protection
is given ln1 large straw-shields worn on their
backs. (Rigl1t) This heavy macl1i11e g11n
crew of the So11th Vietnam Liberation Army
1111it X teas recently cited for having destroyed tlirce U.S. Helicopters.
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Perhaps nowhere in the
world is the future role of
the missionary such a
problem as in Africa. With
so many of the countries
there now ecclesiastically
"occupied," the missionary
has worked himself to the
place where he must
redefine his job.
Per Hassing is Professor
of Missions at Boston University School of Theology
and a former missionary
to Rhodesia.

A few years ago it was said
that in the nineteenth century
the missions had problems, but
now the mission itself has become a problem. Today it can
be said without fear of much
contradiction that the place of
the missionary in Africa is a
great personal and administrative problem. Two examples
will illustrate this.
The first example comes from
Old Umtali, Rhodesia, a great
mission station of The Methodist Church. In 1959 the large
Elmes Memorial Church would
18
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be filled to capacity on Sunday mornings.
Present would be students from the Biblical Institute, the secondary school, the
primary school, and the teacher training
school. The students would be young
people, often in their early twenties, and
many of them would be married, with
children. \Vorkcrs and families in the
various schools, hospital, printing press,
farm, etc. would also be present and
many families from the neighborhood
would also come. In addition there would
be about twenty to twenty-five missionaries with children present.
In 1967 the situation had drastically
changed. The teacher training school is
no more and is about to be taken over by
the government; the Biblical Institute
has been closed in order to concentrate
on the education of the ministry; the students in the secondary and primary
schools are often mere children of the
ordinary school going age. Because of
the changed situation the people from
the neighborhood do not come any more.
Of the missionaries only three arc left,
and they are not really necessary because
the Africans are quite capable of running
the station alone. The church is about
half full. This big missionary center has
changed its character completely and is a
symptom of the structural changes that
have taken place in The Methodist
Church in Rhodesia.
The second example is taken from the
work of the Lutheran churches. In a report from the All-Africa Lutheran Conference in Marangu in 1956, Bishop
Heinrich Meyer of Lubeck could write
that hardly any of the Lutheran churches
in Africa had an African Bishop or President At best he was a vice-president,
playing a secondary role, and issuing
such non-committal statements as were
expected of him. The white man was in
the position of leadership and the black
man reacted with silence or polite remarks.
In 1967 all of this had changed. The
Lutheran churches in Tanzania, with one
temporary exception, arc led by African
bishops and superintendents. At the
synod of the North-vVestcm Diocese of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Tanzania there was no doubt that Bishop
Josiah Kibira was the leader, and neither
he nor the delegates were silent. The
missionaries occupied the back benches
-and were silent.
In a few years the situation had
changed completely, not only for Methodists and Lutherans, but for all other
churches as well: Anglicans, Presbyterians, Catholics. The White Fathers is a
great, international, Catholic missionary
society for Africa. It was striking to see
them kneel down to kiss the ring of the
African cardinal. The change is com20
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plcte.
This is a matter for rejoicing. It is what
the missionaries have been working for
for many years. Today the church leadership must be in African hands. They
must have the deciding word. \Vhcrc this
has not yet taken place, it is only a matter
of time. It is also quite natural that the
new African states would like to control
the school system, medical and welfare
institutions. vVherever the state has not
yet taken over these functions the reason
is financial. In principle nearly all of them
go in for state control of all of these
functions. Can we really blame them for
this?
This brings us to the question of the
place of the missionary. Few missionaries, if any, would like to be the secretary to the bishop for more than a year
or two. Few would want to work in circumstances where they in principle are
put on the back benches and expected
to be quiet. One must ask why a church
which has produced so many ve1y capable men and women in such a comparatively short time still needs people from
outside?
The missionaries themselves feel the
problem. In some cases they turn to the
industrial centers and the huge cities.
All mral areas are "occupied"; they have
for a long time been under the leadership
of African pastors and evangelists. But
the great cities grow very rapidly. Few
Africans understand what takes place
there, so the great cities appeal to the
missionaries. But many missionaries go
home. It was astonishing to meet only a
few Protestant missionaries in their
forties, and many of them were planning
to go home. Many missionaries stay only
one period. The restlessness and uncertainty was unmistakable.
The Africans also see the problem. The
question whether Africa still needed missionaries was put to many Protestant
and Catholic church leaders: cardinal,
bishop, minister, layman. Without hesitation they all answered in the affinnative,
but always with a certain limitation.
They said, "Yes-but." One could not
always be sure whether the affirmative
answer was given because of conviction
or because of inherent African politeness. \Vhen the question as to why was
pressed, there was great uncertainty.
Some wanted missionaries because they
were willing to do pioneer work which
Africans did not want. Some wanted
them because they were cheap, their
salaries coming from outside and therefore not a burden on the local budget.
Some were quite frank and said the missionaries were useful because they
brought money to the church. No African
was as outspoken as an Indian church
leader, who said, "We don't need mis-

sionarics any more, but we have them
because otherwise we don't get any
money." One of the most peripheral answers was that they still did not have
Africans who could teach French in the
sec011dary school. The finest and most
profound answer came from a layman.
He maintained that the African church
would need missionaries for a long time
in theological education, in the preaching
of the Gospel, in the interpretation of
current situations in the light of the
Gospel, and in helping to reach the ever
growing urban population.
When the African Christians said they
wanted missionaries, they almost without
exception added a 'but.' They wanted
them-but-not anybody! Not only
should they be in possession of certain
skills, but they should also have certain
attitudes. The African Christians did not
ask that the missionaries should be orthodox in their teaching, nor did they ask for
certain opinions on church order or fidelity to the Bible, but they did ask for a
certain attitude to the African people and
to African colleagues.
In some places the cooperation between missionaries and Africans is very
good, warm, and open. A visitor senses
this quite soon, but when the relationship between colleagues is filled with
suspicions and conflicts it soon comes out
in the open. One does not have to ask, it
comes out by itself.
The Africans today react very strongly
against what they feel as paternalism,
superority feeling, or race prejudice in
missionaries. They tolerate no one who
makes them feel inferior. It does not matter who they are, what their professional
qualifications are, where they come from;
young or old, if they humiliate the Africans they will not be tolerated. Nor will
they be tolerated if they poke their noses
into things that are not their busincsspolitics, for instance. This point is true
not only for Rhodesia and South Africa.
It was quite astounding to hear how missionaries, often young ones, could behave
and act in 1967. As one very prominent
layman expressed it, "\Ve have so recently been freed from colonialism that
we can stand nothing that reminds us of
it.'' In this, also, does the African church
show its independence. TI1ey arc quick
to say, "People like you, we cannot use.
You must go home." It docs not matter
if the pulpit will be without a minister,
the hospital without a doctor, the school
without a teacher.
In the history of the church the place
of the missionary has been somewhat of
a puzzle. On the one hand, it seems to
be quite clear that without the missionaries there would not have been a church
in Africa today. \Vithout the missionaries
there would not have been a iVorld
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Council of Churches. On the other hand
there are examples that show that it has
not hurt the church if the missionaries
have been forced to leave or if money
from the outside has failed to reach a
church. At the time of the last world war
the missionaries from He1mannsburg,
Ge1many, were prevented from continuing their work in Ethiopia. When they
could return they found that the church
had grown from fourteen to 8,000 members. In Nige!ia the Sudan Interior Mission has a tremendous staff of missionaries, but few Christians; in Ethiopia,
they have few missionmies but a strong
church. For many years the Christians in
Sudan have been suppressed and persecuted by the Arabized, Muslim population in the north. The missionaries were
forced to leave in 1959. But the Anglican
Church grows with 10,000 new members
annually. Since 1961 the Protestant
churches in Angola have been subject to
pressure; many Protestant Christians
have been killed, many others have fled
the country. However, The Methodist
Church, with only two m1ss10nary
couples left, grows as it has not grown
for years. It is, therefore, not ncccssmily
bad when a church docs not have missionaries, nor docs the presence of missionaries necessarily mean church
growth.
This •does not mean that one wishes
for a ~hurch pressure and persecution,
but it docs mean that one has to look
at the place of the missionary in a realistic perspective. In certain situations the
missionary's simple presence can hinder
the local initiative. Some missionaries
arc so energetic, well educated, capable
that they don't see that they take the
breath away from the local people. Many
Africans arc afraid of taking the initiative
because the missionaries can do everything so much better. The presence of the
missionary can create a spiiit of dependence in the African Christians. It is very
easy for the missionaries to dampen or
hinder the spiritual and natural gifts in
a church. It is easy for the missionaries
to believe more in themselves and their
own wisdom than in the guidance of the
Holy Spirit in the life of the church.
The question of the place of the missionary is a very difficult one, not only
for the church in Africa, but also for the
churches in America and Europe as well.
·when the place of the missionary is so
touchy and uncertain, docs one have the
right to appeal to young people to give
their life and future to the mission of the
church in Africa? What will the missionaiy organizations do? Can they continue
to appeal to the people to give? Would it
mean an intolerable hardship for the
churches in America and Europe if the
whole missionary strncturc and missionMAY 1968

ary thinking were led into new channels?
One must also ask if one should continue
to follow the old path just because it is
old, if it no longer leads to the desired
end?
To solve the problem, it has been suggested that missionaries should go to
regions beyond, to unoccupied fields.
This is an appealing thought, but difficult
to accept completely, if at all. It is very
hard to find those 'regions beyond.' One
missionary in Zambia said that there are
churches all over the country. From an
ecclesiastical point of view the country
is occupied. The same can he said about
many countries in Africa. One must also
ask if the cvangelization of Af!ica should
not be the main task of these many independent African churches? Do the
churches in the \Vest have the right,
even if it were possible, to take away
from the African churches their missionaiy task? Could it be the will of God that
the churches in the \Vest should do the
missionary work of the African churches
for them? Are we not in the danger once
more to take the initiative away from
them, to overwhelm them with our organizing talents and our financial resources?
It is very hard to escape a very strong
impression that many who support the
missionary efforts of the churches have
not quite understood that David Livingstone died more than one hundred years
ago, and that mission boards in various
countries seem to be unwilling to take
the consequences of what they surely already know; namely, that in Afiica the
time of colonialism is over. Africa will
never return to the situation before 1960.
The church in Africa is young-very
young. Those who arc now bishops and
church leaders arc often the sons of the
very first Christians in the village. The
church in Africa grew big quickly. In a
recent book the Christian population in
Africa is estimated at sixty million people. This figure is evidence of great results. But, there are 170 millions left, of
whom fifty-five million are Muslims, so
the missionmy task of the church is still
very great. It also appears that the church
in Africa is entering· a new epoch where
great efforts must be made to consolidate
the inner life of the church, to win the
new generation of Christian children and
young people for a vital Christian faith
and life. In order to sb·engthcn the inner
growth of the church and to complete
the missionary task of the church, the
African church needs help.
But in order to be able to help we
in the \Vest need a new attitude. \~Te
must accept the fact that we live in a
new age, and we must at one and the
same time be both humble and daring.
\Ve must, first of all, take the Africans

seriously as human beings. vVe must act
on the basis that they are responsible
Christians in responsible churches. There
must be direct conversations about very
central questions. If the African churches
do not sec their missionary task we must
help them to sec it in its whole breadth
and length. It must be made clear that
the churches in the West also have a
great responsibility which makes it impossible to use large sums of money for
churches that are not willing to share the
spiritual and financial burdens. The
church in the West has to be responsible
to God how it uses money and personnel.
The support to the churches in Africa
must not be either a crutch or a sleeping
pillow. l\foney must not be used to give
a very small group of church leaders an
unreasonably high standard of living.
The African churches should also be
made to understand that when it comes
to tackling the missionary task in Africa
the churches in the vVest arc anxious and
eager to stand together with t11em in the
work. The point is in the word together.
In spite of the fact that there has been
much talk about partnership in obedience
during the last twenty years, since the
meeting of the International Missionary
Council in Whitby, Canada, in 1947, one
has the impression that real partnership
has not yet been achieved. There has
been a fear of speaking the truth in love,
and there has been a tendency to listen
to the African with politeness, but then
take the action in New York or London
based on the idea that the one who pays
the piper calls the tune. The result of
this is not very encouraging and will
never be.
Africa's churches cannot tackle the
missionmy task in Africa alone. But the
churches are living realities in Africa,
and it will be disastrous if the churches
in the vVest even try to solve the missionary task without the full cooperation of
the African churches. Only in open and
honest cooperation will God be able to
lead us on to the radical new paths which
the new situation demands.
The problem is a ve1y difficult one and
it is the concern of serious missionaries
and missionaiy leaders in the Protestant
as well as in the Catholic world. No one
has a ready solution. But the question of
the place of the missionary in Africa today is a burning one. Are the Christians
of our time as daring and unconventional
as our forefathers were when they set the
whole modern missionary movement in
motion? Do we have the spiritual, theological, intellectual, and financial resources for the radical change that is
needed for the church's total task in
Africa of today? There is no doubt: the
new day demands new ways.
[ 229]
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American newspaper readers recently saw an unfamiliar place
name when they read of a conference of churchmen being held in
Zagorsk, Russia, under the auspices of the World Council of
Churches. Unfamiliar to non-Russians, that is; to Russian Christians Zagorsk, under its ancient name of Serguievo, is one of the
great holy places of Orthodox Christianity. It was in 1340 that
Serge of Radonej founded a monastery in a clearing in a forest.
Regarded as a miracle worker, he was canonized as Saint Serge
and his monastery became a center of spiritual life. Its five cathedrals and palace contain many of the world's beautiful icons.
After the Revolution, the churches of Zagorsk were nationalized and turned into museums. A long period of struggle between the government and the church took place. Relations have
now improved. In 1950 the government gave permission for pilgrimages to Zagorsk. Each Sunday and great religious holidays
see pilgrims from all over Russia flock to Zagorsk. A number of
seminarians are in training there. Conferences, such as the recent
one on "The Theological Implications of Church and Society,"
involving Protestants and Roman Catholics as well as Orthodox,
indicate the new ecumenical thrust and concern for society of the
Russian Church. Here are some scenes of Zagorsk today.
MAY 1968
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(Upper left) Abo11t fifty miles from Moscow,
the great wall of the Monastery of the
Trinity and tlz e Cathedral domes at Zagorsk
loom out of tlze co11ntryside. The blue and
gold onion-shaped domes of tlze Cathedral
of tlze Assumption dominate tlze grounds.
Also found lzere are the tombs of Saint Serge
and Tsar Boris Godounov.
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(Left) Zagorsk is also the Russian Lo11rdes.
Here worshipers wait to bathe at the
Chapel of the Fo11ntai11.
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The traditional fait/1 of the Russian believer
is shown in this woman's face .
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Christ Pantocrater (Christ as Ruler of tlie
'Vorld) is a famo11s seventeenth cent11ry
icon. The icon (or holy picture) is an important element of Orthodoxy; it is venerated
as representing Christ and also wliat man
will become after resurrection. There are
over two thousand icons in tlw museum at
Zagorsk.
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During tire service, Holy Communion is received-both bread and wine.

A crowd at a worship service at Zagorsk.
'Forslripers stand during the service, 1cl1ich
often lasts three hours. The majority of worslzipers are old women. It is said tlzat men
and younger people often worship at night,
wizen they are less likely to be seen, and
lrence are referred to as "Nicodemuses."

i\IAY 1968

[ 235 l

2i

•I l

)•

.

' .'"

~

~-

~

•,

';-

.

_.._.,.

...

"'L .•
,/ ! '~

.-<• . .•

· .:: '. . ·~·j

I
..

.

.

;\ rrr>11p nf
l,c,'r"k. Tl
i1r11 t11rrr, r
S·,, i. t l'11in

28

[ 236]

1 om;
WOHLD OUT.

A group of seminarians on the grounds at
Zagorsk. There are now about 180 seminarians there, out of a total of 350 in all of tlie
Soviet Union.

i\IAY 1968

The link with the past is slwwn by tliis
eiglity-trvo-year-old priest, wlw has been at
Zagorsk since the time of tlie Tsars.
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What can be doneconstructively-about the
increasing number of
ministers leaving
the Church?
George G. Hill, who
confesses that he
himself had become
restive with the
parish ministry, is
pastor of the South
Park Methodist
Church in Hartford,
Connecticut.
This is another article
in WORLD OUTLOOK':
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The fact is that many of
our best men leave the
ministry because they
simply do not feel that
it gives them important
tasks worthy of the
talents of an able man.
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For the second year in a row, our An·
nual Conference heard complaints concerning the number of men who are leaving the parish ministry for specialized
ministers or for work outside the church.
The Conference Relations Committee,
the Board of Ministerial Training and
Qualifications, and two Bishops joined in
this lament. As one who has become
restive with the parish ministry himself
and who has-I think-now made his
peace with it, I would like to speak to
this matter. I believe tl:at Methodism
has resources which if properly used can
stem the exodus and keep the men we
nePd in the parish ministry.
The first requirement, and this is an
absolute one, is that the people in power
must learn to see the problem like it is.
There has been much self-deception concerning why men leave the parish ministry. For instance, one prominent leader
at this year's Annual Conference said
that they do it "for the money." I made
a quick spot-check of four "leavers" who
were on hand. One said that in the teaching job to which he was going he would
make almost as much money as he made
in the small 1'1ethodist church he was
leaving. Another said that in his job with
a national board he makes one thousand
dollars less than he made as minister of
one of our larger churches; as he told me
the details of the two situations, I concluded the difference was more like two
or three thousand dollars. The other two
men, both of whom leave quite highsalaried jobs in our Conference, can
make no comparison because they do not
yet know what they are going to do.
Second, face the fact that the real
problem is not one of quantity, it is one
of quality. The danger to the Christian
enterprise is not that one day we will be
unable to fill our pulpits; the problem
really is that it is the courageous, concerned, intelligent men who are leaving
the parish ministry. This truth was underscored for me one day last winter
when I received the shocking word that
two of the finest ministers I know-one a
dedicated missionary, and the other a
creative and respected inner city pastor
-had both gone to work outside the
church.
These insights add up to the basic reason why the men whom we need to keep
in the ministry are leaving: the job of a
parish parson does not seem to them to
he a job worth doing. It is not money, it
is not "the maceration of the minister,"
it is not that men can't stand the gaff; the
fact is that many of our best men leave
the ministry because they simply do not
feel that it gives them important tasks
worthy of the talents of an able man.
This is tragic, because the ministry can
be a real man's work; the minister who

feels that it can't should re-read Reinhold
Niebuhr's little book Leaves From the
Notebook of a Tamed Cynic.
While the minister himself is in more
control over the conditions of his work
than are most men, and can therefore
make his job more worth doing simply
by rearranging his priorities, the institu·
tion too can help create a ministry
w01thy of our best men once it sees this
as its basic problem; indeed we shall see
that in some areas it is now moving in
this direction.
Basically, let Methodism recognize
that it can choose one of two models,
both of which I can illustrate from personal experience.
·when I came to my present church I
sought out a prominent local politician.
an old friend but not a Methodist, and
asked him what he thought should be
the job of a Methodist church in downtown Hartford. "That's easy," he said,
"represent the people of the city. I always think of The Methodist Church as
the one closest to the people. I remember
how it was in the town where I grew up;
any time there was an injustice or a problem the Methodist Church was always
Hell. They meddled in everybody's business. Some people loved them, some
hated them; all respected them."
There is one possible model for usthe friend of the people. Here is a story
that suggests another:
A representative of one of our large
conferences came to Yale Divinity School
when I was a student there. Showing me
a thick folder he said, "See this folder,
Mr. Hill? These are all churches in my
conference needing ministers this year.
I'll tell you what you do: talk to all the
other conferences, get your best offer and
I'll top it."
I pressed him for some information
concerning just what sort of ministry was
considered important in his conference;
did the Bishop stress preaching, counseling, community work? He wanted to
leave it at "a well rounded ministry," but
when I insisted he make a choice he
said, "the Bishop wants a good connectional man." I asked him what this meant
and he said, "the Bishop wants a man
who, when you call a meeting, he's
there."
There is the other possible model for
the Methodist ministry-the good connectional man.
These arc the two images that Methodism puts before the world today-the'
friend of tire people and the good co1111ectio11al man. We might symbolize the
former by the Cross, the latter by the
Briefcase. Is is necessary to point out
that to get and keep the men we want
(or should want) we should emphasize
the Cross and de-emphasize the Brief[ 239]
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All too often our ( appointive) system has worked
so that the play-it-safe
guys "rise" to the bigger
churches where they can
be trusted to raise the
money and not rock the
boat.
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case? This is not lo say, get rid of the
Briefcase; it is to say that the Briefcase
should always have to justify itself, the
Cross never. The Cross should be put
over the Briefcase. Some inferences may
be drawn from such a priority:
In speaking to seminary students, representatives of Methodism should stress
that this is the church of John Wesley
who visited prisoners, preached in taverns, took a hard look at the religious
establishment of his day, saw it like it
was, and, "to serve the present age"
hewed out his own pattern of ministryand tell the students that l\fothodism expects its ministers today to do the same
sort of thing to serve this present age.
(Don't talk about Wesley's organizational pattern as though it was handed down
from Mount Sinai.) Point out that we are
the church of Bishop McConnell, mighty
pioneering champion of organized labor;
of Bishop Omam, who gave the House
UnAmerican Activities Committee the
worst defeat it ever suffered. Tell them
that Methodism's efforts in behalf of the
Test-Ban Treaty were such that a Jewish
assistant in the office of a Roman Catholic
congressman said, "I really believe The
Methodist Church is the group that could
save the world." Point to MUST-Metropolitan Urban Service Training-and
CCUN-Church Center for the United
Nations-both started with Methodist
initiative and money and, at our insistence, serving all denominations. Boast of
the theological ferment in Methodism,
as our young ministers not only brave the
Bible Belt bigots, but also wake the New
England dead.
vVe have so much to be proud of! The
Methodist representative who fails to
present the Church in tc1ms that the
young men consider important, and instead talks about salaries and parsonages,
misses a great opportunity.
Similarly, the Bishop and even more
the District Superintendent, have a
frightening responsibility toward new
ministers. The new men are watching
these representatives of the institution
like hawks (or doves) for some sign that
the institution cares about theology and
for courageous Christian discipleship.
A District Superintendent should never
let his advice to young ministers deteriorate to the level of ecclesiastical
gamesmanship (how to get the better of
your Official Board without their knowing it).
Toward every minister, the institution's
attitude should be, "You arc a grown
man, capable of making your own decisions. We expect you to do a good job,
in your own way, and we respect you
too much to try to draw pictures for you."
Too often, the unspoken attitude of the
establishment seems to be that the min-

ister will do nothing unless pressure is
put on him. This may well be true of
some men, but the chances are that what
they do under pressure won't be worth
doing anyway.
As a church with a worthwhile job to
be done, let us stop being defensive
about special appointments. In The Comfortable Pew, Pierre Berton points out
that one reason for the comparatively
good "image" of the Roman Catholic
Church has been that they have not
hesitated to put a man where a special
job was to be done, without the need for
involvement in traditional parish activities. Now, I happen to believe that many
of the special ministries could indeed be
related to certain parish structures; let us
encourage this, but do not treat as
pariahs those with interest in certain
aspects of ministry.
vVhile giving due honor to those on
special appointments, let us continue and
intensify the marshalling of resources to
back men who want to try something
creative in the parish ministry. My conference has been helpful to me in developing a program for narcotics addicts
through our church, and I appreciate
this. I have the feeling that anyone who
comes up with something worth trying
can, if he knows the ropes, find backing
from the institution. This opportunity is
part of the genius of our church; it should
be spelled out more explicitly and men
should be encouraged and expected to
experiment.
vVe should really use the appointive
system to put men of vision and prophecy
into churches where there is somebody to
hear them, and where they can be influential. All too often our system has
worked so that the play-it-safe guys "rise"
to the bigger churches where they can be
trusted to raise the money and not rock
the boat; while those who want to use the
church as God's instrument to do something are put where they can't do too
much damage.
The institution could go a long way
toward convincing its miriisters that we
mean business if it would truly make appointments on the basis of ability to do
a job that needs to be done, rather than
moving us up from one salary bracket to
another. In some conferences when an
appointment is open, one can look at the
Conference ]011mal and pick out the few
men who will be eligible for that appointment-simply by looking at salaries. Now
if we really felt we had a serious job lo
get done, we would never countenance
this situation.
Our report forms should be revised to
exalt the important. The cuITent form
for a pastor's report to the Fourth Quarterly Conference, for instance, contains
almost nothing really relevant to the
WOTILD OUTLOOK
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More than one concerned
minister has told me that
the thing he most misses
about our church is the
feeling of abandon that
should go with those who
follow the Man who went
to the Cross.
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work of a minister. He is not asked what
his aims for his ministry arc, what his
community needs from his church, what
is happening in the lives of the people
who arc part of the chmch. He is asked
all sorts of housekeeping questions. Now
in our church we have many bishops, executives, etc., who make stirring statements about the need for prophetic,
venturesome ministry but when the man
discovers, and when the churches discover, that what they arc really held accountable for arc the most prosaic nutsancl-bolts kind of things, they get the
point.
(It is interesting how piously anti-institutional some of our people can become when it is suggested that we be
asked to report on some things that arc
important. For instance, at our Annual
Conference it was suggested that each
church be directed to investigate conditions relative to open housing in their
neighborhood, and report this investigation at the Fourth Quarterly Conference.
Many there expressed horror over adding
to the things that must be reported! But
our church is not at all diffident about
asking for rep01ts on numerous other
things, such as the number of subscriptions to Together magazine, use of Methodist literature in the church school, and
so on. \Ve have a system that requires
reports; let us use the reports for something important.)
The District Superintendent and others
in authority should consciously counteract the tendency of local churches to reward trivial innocuousness and punish
controversiality. I have found true a seminary teacher's warning that, "it is so easy
today to be a bad minister, so hard to be
a good one." I am sorry to say that too
often I have seen the system, faced with
an opportunity to confront a congregation with Christian realities in behalf of
a dedicated minister, instead sympathize
with their complaints that he was tactless, lacked social graces, or whatnot. We
should encomagc the controversialist; at
least he brings things to life, opens them
up so God can work. One of the besetting
sins of churches today is dllllness; it
would be well to remember Bishop
Gerald Ensley's advice that one synonym
for controversial is interesting.
vVc should use our system to force
creative mergers of churches. \Ve have
far too many men who serve small groups.
It is ridiculous to have four or five
strnggling churches in a small city, for
instance, with each minister trying to
run his own little show, when we have
a conncctional system which could demand that all these places be run as one
church, thus giving each minister an opp01tunity to specialize in that phase of
the work that concerns him most. I hear

that there is one conference that has
adopted a policy of having at least 400
people under the pastorate of each minister. This is certainly a step in the right
direction.
\Ve must vastly overhaul our program
of laymen ·s work. l\frthodism is becoming a woman's church because the program placed before the Woman's Society is so much more worthwhile than
that suggested for Methodist i\fcn. Years
ago the ladies decided that they would
concentrate on two areas of social concern-the United Nations and race-and
they have clone an exciting job of bringing these concerns before Methodist
women . Any Methodist minister who is
w01th his salt will do all he can to cause
his women to use the \VSCS program.
Unfortunately one gets the impression
that the Board of Lay Activities feels that
Methodist Men arc good for nothing
except raising money and ushering.
Finally I think that Methodism should
aim high. I think we should set for ourselves no less a task than b1inging peace
and unity to our world. We are a worldwide church. \Ve should take our international fellowship seriously and encourage all s01ts of contacts around the
world. We should use our office at the
UN to press our Methodist concerns
through the UN missions of all the
countries of the world where there arc
Methodist people, and rep01t back to
Methodist people in those countries. \Ve
should embark on a great program of
world unity, using all manner of imaginative ways to help Americans know what
the real concerns of other peoples of the
world are, to deal with them creatively.
and to find ways in which other peoples
can help us.
Along with this there should be an exploration for a faith that could unite the
world. Methodism is open enough theologically that we could lead the way in
new expressions of faith. Now I suspect
that such a faith will have to be action for
a long time before it is doctrine. And as a
Christian, I expect that when the doctrine of the new world-uniting faith
emerges, it may be very similar to what
we know as Christian truth today though
the symbols will almost ce1tainly be different.
All the above suggestions have some
risk to them. So be it. So be it; more than
one concerned minister has told me that
the thing he most misses about our
church is the feeling of abandon that
should go with those who follow the Man
who went to the Cross. If we make it
unmistakably clear that we are not interested in being a group of accountants or
nursemaids, but rather want to be pilgrims and world changers, we will get
and keep the men we need.
[ 241
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By DARRELL L. REECK

What would those great old nineteenth-century
missionaries have done about today's staggering
social problems?
Darrell L. Reeck, who tells the story of a bishop
who was ahead of his time, is an EUB minister
and a Ph.D. candidate in Social Ethics at Boston
University.
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\Vhat should the role of the church be
in today's society?
In recent years church members and
leaders have been debating this issue.
Some spokesmen insist that the church's
role is to foster and support revolutionary movements. Others call for the
church to buttress law and order. Still
other positions located between these
two extremes leave us faced with many
possible choices of social policy. What
we seem to lack is not positions from
which to choose, but guidance on how to
choose.
While the debate about the church's
social mission waxes hot, unprecedented
urban riots, the widening gap between
rich and poor nations, and mounting
moral confusion indicate the increase of
festering social problems. These factors
34
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heighten the need for guidance on how
to choose between the many alternative
positions.
Resources for guidance are easily
available. Christian literature, including
the Bible and the statements of denominations and councils, is among these resources. But many people find their greatest help in the example of some distinguished flesh-and-blood leader who lived
in the past under similar situations of
great social urgency, rather than in formalized statements. Such an individual is
the Reverend Daniel K. Flickinger.
In January, 1855, a sailing vessel
slipped out of the New York harbor
bound for Africa. Daniel Flickinger was
on board. In his younger years he had
fa1med in Ohio, but he left this occupation to become a minister in the United

Brethren Church. Now, as the first foreign missionary of the United Brethren,
he was sailing toward the most productive years of his life.
Flickinger spent a long and arduous
month on the ocean before he finally arrived at Freetown, Sierra Leone. Debarking, he plunged into his Gospel ministry
immediately, preaching, when invited, in
chapels and churches. He quickly realized that almost everyone, from the British governor of the colony to the ordinary
man on the street, drank alcohol freely.
Flickinger struck out at this municipal
habit in all his se1mons and at every
other possible opportunity. The reaction
of the governor was characteristic of most
others-he honored Flickinger for his
principles but continued to indulge himself freely. Feeling increasingly frusWORLD OUTLOOK
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trated in this unresponsive atmosphere,
Flickinger began to look elsewhere for a
site for the fledgling mission.
His investigations revealed that a
beachhead had already been established.
About fifty miles south of Freetown on
the banks of humid coastal rivers, the
American Missionmy Association conducted a thriving mission. The A.M.A.
principles were evangelism, anti-slavery,
prohibition, and practical indushy. Immediately Flickinger's inspiration rose,
for he felt the United Brethren had much
in common with the A.M.A. He decided
to locate close to this group. The United
Brethren mission would have good neighbors, and there was plenty of work to do.
The early years were hard years! It
was difficult to find a hospitable chief
who would permit the mission to be
established in his village. Flickinger
negotiated for months with various chiefs
until he secured a location at Shenge, a
coastal town in a beautiful setting.
Thomas Stephen Caulker, the venerable
chief, shrewdly tolerated Flickinger and
his pmty. However, he strongly opposed
public preaching, teaching, and all other
evangelical activities. Flickinger was discouraged by tropical weather, and dysentery an.cl fatigue weakened him. The
church · at home was hesitant to invest
funds and personnel in a situation where
indications of success were so meager.
Despite weak beginnings, Flickinger
energetically pressed on with his work.
Two young converts, Tom, a village boy,
and Lucy, a favorite daughter of the
chief, were cause for encouragement.
Equally impo1tant, Flickinger used his
time wisely by learning the customs and
language of the Sherbro and Mende people. But to his deep chagrin, he soon
found out that members of his own race
-Europeans and Americans-were promoting illicit slave trade and liquor traffic along the coast, bringing harmful consequences to the very Africans he was
trying to win to Cluist.
The British Navy, charged with suppressing slave trade, liberated many thousands of slaves in Freetown. (In fact, the
town's very name was derived from this
practice.) Here Flickinger observed how
five hundred or more adults and children
would be crammed mercilessly into the
pens on these flesh-boats. He was horrified to find that sick slaves were simply
thrown overboard. Later in Shenge,
Flickinger discovered that some chiefs,
under the influence of slave b·aders, had
turned from peaceful farming to violent
slave raids against neighboring tribes.
His anger was fanned to a white heat by
the fact that the demand for slaves originated from the 'Vest Indies and South
i\IAY 1968

America, so-called Christian lands. Flickinger saw the slave trade as a social evil,
and he was determined to do his part to
stamp it out at any cost.
Flickinger discovered another harmful
activity-the liquor traffic. Why should
the fruits of the peoples' hard work fatten
the purses of Europeans? The liquor
traffic had harmful personal and social
consequences. Here was another social
evil he determined to fight.
One would sell Flickinger short to
think he saw in Africa only evils to oppose, however. On the contrary, he firmly
committed his energy and influence to
the positive job of social reconstmction.
His practical eye saw vast potential in
the powe1ful streams, the green fields,
the untapped forests, and especially in
the people themselves. In his writings he
predicted, "The introduction of agriculh1ral and mechanical pursuits, such as
will develop the resources of the counhy
and the skill and indush·y of the people,
and increase their wealth, will tend much
to give them nobler views of life, and in
every way qualify them to both produce
and consume profitably more than they
now do, or even know of."
During these hard years, Flickinger
was charged by the challenge before him.
His own powe1ful religious experiences
and his joy in an expanding American
church and nation drove him. But the
desperate need and unfulfilled possibilities of the African situation drew him.
Out of this tension arose his plan for a
radical transformation of African society.
Flickinger felt that the Gospel could
provide for Africa the "secular blessings"
it had provided, in his thinking, for
America: "the growth of mts and
sciences, national prosperity, excellent
transportation, homes, trades, professions, books and social liberties." He said,
"... physical, social, moral, intellectual
and natural elevation are the legitimate
results of the Gospel everywhere." Flickinger did not believe that social refo1m
was sufficient in itself to generate a Christian culture. His position was that acceptance of the Gospel compelled men
to achieve high social standards, and that
proper social life enhanced the influence
and value of Christian preaching. The
Gospel and social refo1m could not be
separated.
After a few years, Flickinger's persistence began to pay dividends. Upon
the arrival of two American Negro missionaries in 1871, Chief Caulker's stubborn opposition melted and he began to
support the mission wholeheartedly.
Flickinger's reports to the home church
were encouraging, and the church responded with strong suppo1t. New mis-

sionaries skilled in evangelization, education, farming, and ti·ade arrived from
time to time. Buildings were constructed.
Additional stations were opened. Africans were trained for leadership. The
mission had come of age.
By this time Flickinger had been appointed Bishop of Europe and Africa.
He oversaw church work in Germany as
well as Sierra Leone and stimulated enthusiasm for this work in America. He
shuttled between the three continents,
meeting a rigorous travel schedule by
boat. The work in Africa, though now
largely carried out by others, directly reflected Flickinger's policies. Plans that
had been carefully conceived during the
hard years were progressively fulfilled
dming the years of success.
"'hat actually was accomplished?
Flickinger portrayed Christianity as a
more adequate faith for Africans. The
congregations nurtured by Flickinger
and his associates became the core of a
new way of life for faithful converts. The
church itself served as tlie cenb·al feah1re
in Flickinger's program of social reconsb"uction; but domestic, economic, and
political reforms were involved as well.
In the area of family life, Flickinger
suppo1ted the ideal of the monogamous
family--0ne husband, one wife. He established schools to train girls for Christian
womanhood. With Christian husbands
t11ey went out to found Christian homes
-patterns for other Africans to follow.
As a practical man, Flickinger built a
solid ti·ade network tluoughout Sherbroland. Christian African traders were
stocked wit11 supplies delivered from
Freetown by a mission steamer named
after the American abolitionist, John
Brown.
Among other innovations were demonstration fmms, the operation of a
profitable sawmill, and the education of
sh1dents for pmticipation in private and
public business. These were Flickinger's
answers to the problems caused by slave
trade and liquor b·affic.
In brief, Flickinger was ahead of his
time in recognizing the importance of the
b·ansfonnation of society as well as of individuals. In his words, "They need entirely new institutions, social, educational, political, and religious ..." Flickinger's
great discovery, in a time and a place
where the social problems were as great
as our own, was that tlie church and its
Gospel cannot be divorced from its social
setting.
Vlho can say how much Daniel Flickinger's influence has awakened Sierra
Leone, tlie Evangelical United Brethren
Church, and broader circles as well to
the full obligations of the Christian life?
[ 243]
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To match the tempo of a fast-moving
society in a world of tornado change, and
still retain the familiar and friendly flavor
of history and tradition is difficult.
Scarritt College in Nashville, Tennessee, is a good example of a congenial and
healthy composite of old and new. Here,
for 75 years, the Scarritt students have
stayed in step with a growing and changing world, while revering the institution
for its traditional purpose. This purpose
is to prepare laymen and women for
church and community vocations, and to
train young people for world citizenship.
Statistically, Scarritt has always been
small, and the projected maximum enrollment is only 600. But 3,000 Scarritt
graduates help serve the world's needy
people in fifty states and in 60 countries.
Nearly half of all Methodist foreign missionaries have received some of their
preparation at Scarritt. And Scarritt is
the official training center of the deaconess program of The Methodist Church
Scarritt, the only college owned by the
General Conference of The Methodist
Church, is a coeducational, international,
intercultural, and interfaith liberal arts
senior college and graduate school.
Located in a large university center,
Scarritt shares the educational and cultural advantages of Vanderbilt University, George Peabody College for Teachers, Fb'k University, and the University
of Tennessee School of Social ·work. Degree credit is given at any of these colleges without additional charge or
supplementary registration.
Scarritt is in the heart of the Methodist
center, and it utilizes the resources of the
Methodist General Boards of Education
and Evangelism, the Methodist Publishing House, and the Television, Radio and
Film Commission, for cooperative programs.
Seventy-five years ago it all started
with a gift of a silver dollar from a thirteen-year-old girl; a five dollar gold piece
from an invalid; and a dream. The dream
belonged to Miss Belle Harris Bennett.
A small beginning, perhaps, for an
initial endowment. But Scarritt was built
on small gifts, and it still, to some extent,
depends upon small and dedicated gifts
from concerned persons.
At a meeting in Little Rock in 1889
Miss Bennett so ably presented her plea
for missionaries to have adequate preparation for their work that the ·woman's
Board of Foreign Missions of the M. E.
Church, South, accepted this "dream"
and appointed Miss Bennett as its agent.
She was appointed to look into the matter, campaign for the support of a school,
and proceed to collect funds for its establishment.
In 1892 Miss Bennett's dream was
realized with the opening of Scarritt
.i\IAY 1968

Bible and Training School, with Miss
Maria Gibson as the efficient principal.
Miss Gibson, an able pioneer leader,
found that she had to explain over and
over wliy religious workers needed a
place to study religion.
The college catalog for 1895 stated
that Scarritt was a Bible and training
school for the preparation of missionaries
and other Christian workers of the M. E.
Church, South. Then, as now, Scarritt's
curriculum reflected the concern of the
church that people who respond to a call
for Christian service be adequately
trained. Bible study, moral philosophy,
church history, the history of missions,
and city mission work were listed as
some of the school's departments.
Scarritt has continued to expand its
home-and-abroad service-oriented program. The current catalog lists graduate
courses for the master of arts degree in
Christian education, in Christian life and
thought, in church and community in
inner city or in town and country settings. There are courses in evangelism,
intercultural studies; social welfare and
religion, and Christian world mission.
Undergraduates at Scarritt have a program for the bachelor of arts degree in
religion, drama, behaviorial science, or
social welfare.
Because the nature of the helping ministries is constantly being redefined, Scarritt's curriculum must be often revamped
and revitalized. Today's student has a
choice of programs which will involve
him in rural or city churches, or in community centers, educational institutions,
medical work, and in other emphases.
Last summer nine representatives of
the College put their intercultural classroom theories to work in the new African
nation of Botswana. One student worked
as part of a team studying the squatter
population in Botswana's capital city,
Geberones. He and his team members
mapped the area, interviewed a "sample"
of the five thousand or more squatter
population, and helped draft a plan for
the disposition of this population.
Two women students in this project in
Africa worked together in setting up a
nursery school. They trained teachers,
visited parents, and secured civic support
for the continuation of this innovation in
the city of Francistown. Other participants conducted physical education
classes, taught health courses, guided
young people in recreation, and organized a high school library in Molopolole, Botswana's bush country.
Other Botswana projects included an
economics team survey of the northern
area in preparation for industrial development; teams of educators in two
teacher-training colleges; teams of teachers and students assisting three high

school faculties, and a medical group
assisting in government hospitals.
In addition to the Scarritt students,
there were teachers and students from
Baker University, and a medical doctor
from the University of Illinois.
This summer, 1968, certain Scarritt
students will win six semester hours of
academic credit by participating in a
study-service seminar in Southeast Asia.
This study trip is sponsored by the Intercultural Studies Program of Scarritt, and
the seminar will be held in cooperation
with Philippine Wesleyan College of
Cabanatuan City, Philippines.
Here at home inner city programs offer
challenging person to person communication.
In addition to concurrent field instruction, the master's degree program in
church and community requires six to
eight weeks of supervised work experience in New York, Boston, Chicago, St.
Louis, Kansas City, or Atlanta. Placements are set up with the cooperation o{
program directors in inner city projects
of these cities.
Other Scarritt students are involved in
local church work, and in the Christian
education department's weekday nursery
school and kindergarten program.
Now celebrating its 75th anniversary
of worldwide service, Scarritt plans to
continue its resilient quality to meet
needs of the future. From the time of
Commencement in June, 1967, through
the time of Commencement in June, 1968,
an extensive anniversary celebration and
development program is under way.
Four and a half million dollars (of a
7Jf million dollar objective) for new
buildings and an increase in the permanent endowment have already been
raised.
Many committee conversations and
drawing-board plans have already materialized.
A new $800,000 library now stands
ready for furnishings and students. This
library, a gift from the Woman's Division
of the Methodist Board of Missions and
its 1965 Call to Prayer and Self-denial,
will be Scarritt's contribution to a cooperative universities library system,
with Vanderbilt University and George
Peabody College for Teachers. Continued academic innovation is planned,
and blueprints for a campus student center have been completed.
The next 75 years will see still more
shifts in educational patterns, as colleges
and universities hold their places at the
center of a changing society. Scarritt,
linked with The Methodist Church, is
ce1tain to retain its b·aditional role as it
expands to fulfill its responsibilities to an
increasingly complex and inter-dependent world.
[ 245]
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I nm pleased to number among my
friends an Eskimo woman called Apaleapik, who roams the snowy baJTens of the
Arctic, with her husband. She skins the
caribou, seals, and polar bears that he
provides for food and clothing.
Apaleapik keeps house in igloos dming
the long winters, and in a tent made of
caribou hides during the short summers.
But I met her first in a small Anglican
mission at Eskimo Point, N.W.T., in
Keewatin District.
Beside Apaleapik sat Koomiak, her
fourteen-year-old adopted son. In lier
fur-lined pouch was her own baby, who
was trying to climb out of the pouch.
Apaleapik, with a quick, sharp movement of the shoulders, shook the haby
down, and pushed back her own long
black braids for a pacifier. She listened
intently to every word of the missionary
who was speaking there. These words
would be repeated over and over during
the long evenings in the igloo, to instruct
her family.
No matter how many children Apaleapik might have of her own, there could
be any number of necessary adoptions.
Koomiak had been found when he was a
baby-the only person left alive in an
Eskimo camp.
No matter where Apaleapik and her
family might go on the isolated barrens,
they find space, somehow, to carry the
accordion and the Bible. Twice a year
this family makes it a point to be present
at one of the scattered missions, at Easter
time, and at Cluistmas.
Apaleapik manages both baby and accordion
witl1 grace and skill.

Christian Women:
l{eeper of Keys
By Marjorie Vandervelde
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Sra. Amparo Jaen and I met in a crowded section of
Panama City, where her front door was thrown open to
the street, in order to let t1lC light in on her sewing
machine.
Street sounds mingled with the hum of the machine.
The Senora is an expert seamstress, and is much in demand. She helps suppo1i her family and her church, the
:Methodist Seawall Church.
This is a tithing family, a family which gives a tenth
of its income to the church. In a city where living expense
is high, and income is low, this is no small gift.
Vlhen one of the children recovered from a critical illness, Sra. Jaen showed her deep gratitude by making fine
drapery for the altar background at the church. Can such
acts of faith within a home go unnoticed by the children?
Mrs. Nobuo Nishibawa is one of Hawaii's influential
Christian women. She is of Japanese-Hawaii<m parentage,
and of Buddhist background.
}.frs. Nishibawa (called Sue) is one of several children
of Itsuko Saito. He was one of the early growers of pineapple on the island of Oahu. The Saitos prayed before a
Shinto shrine in their home; and worshiped, also, at a
Buddhist temple. The children early learned respect for,
and worship of, ancestors long gone.
So it was of deep parental concern when Sue, at age
eleven, and one of her sisters, attended a Sunday school in
the village, a school which had been begun by a Baptist
layman. And, later, the girls left Buddhism for Christianity. But the parents respected their decision-and eventually, under their daughters' inRuence they became Christians, too.
Sue \\;ent on to college, and to a higher degree in Christian education. Her talent of leadership has placed her
high in executive positions within the church sb·ucture.
Her influence extends to many homes on the islands,
through her work with women in groups, and with individual women.
I tried, one day, to keep pace with Mrs. Sue, as she
went about her philanthropic errands. These included
the exchange of a bag full of b·ading stamp booklets for
plane tickets. The plan was that women of other islands
could attend a missionary union meeting on Oahu.
"Every child comes into the world with a potential contribution to society locked within him," said Mrs. Chris
Stoltzfus of Manson, Iowa.
"If the child never develops that contribution," she
added, "the result is a meaningless life. And if such a
life is multiplied in numbers and intensity, the result can
be seen in riots, and in other social evils."
Mrs. Stoltzfus returned to teaching, after her three sons
were grown. One might say that her life hobby has been
children. She has touched many young lives, and for each
child she has a special feeling.
~virs. Stoltzfus believes that there is a device which, if it
is developed early, often eases the tensions of a child's
"unsettled" years. This device is the development of a
hobby. A teacher can help to nourish childhood wonder
at things that too often may be brushed aside as being
commonplace. A special interest in nature is a great
asset.
:Mrs. Stoltzfus sees a teacher's goal as being one of developing fair play, high ideals, and respect for authority
-all within a framework of self-expression.
I believe that consecrated women of all lands hold a
key to the future.
i\IAY 1968

Sra . Amparo ]aen a11d Mrs. i\fillie Reil;; display a dress of Panama .

Mrs. Stolt;;f11s tells how this prairie felt th e wheels of coocrecl wagons.
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Rural Life Sunday comes May 19.
This <lay is also Al<lcrsgatc Sunday
and Ministry Sunday.

The

!

BY AGNES ALLEN MILLER

Here to Thy glory we have built this shrine,
And to the honor of Thy Son who gave
Himself for us. Oh, may this house divine
Thy wayward children sanctify and save.
A house of prayer, of sacrament and praise,
A place of comfort unto those in grief,
A refuge from temptation's subtle ways,
A bulwark and a guide for our belief.
Here may we humbly worshi1l in Thy sighL,
Extol Thy love, Thy majesty and might.
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It's the Era of the Gap.
Pushing the Credibility Gap and the
Generation Gap for No. 1 spot on the
Gap Chart is the Developed-Developing Countries Gap.
That gap, according to world leaders
and experts on trade and aid, is widening
by the minute.
To do something about stopping it
(stop-gapping?) 2,500 delegates, members of the diplomatic corps, and observers met in New Delhi from February
1-Mar. 25 for the second session of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development ( UNCTAD).
In her address inaugurating the conference Mrs. Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister of India, called for a global strategy
to close the gap and create conditions
leading to peace and prosperity rather
than to starvation and chaos.
She said: "Today the rich nations find
it more rewarding to invest their savings
in their own security, in the advance of
their technology, even in establishing
contacts with distant planets. They find it
more interesting to trade amongst themselves than with the developing nations.
Their markets and profit patterns are protected by tariff and non-tariff barriers.
The efforts of the less developed countries to process their natural products
and increase their share of international
trade in manufactured and processed
goods are thus frush·ated. The continuous
onslaught of synthetics and substitutes
further deprives poor nations of the resources they could derive from the use of
their products. Thus, the gap keeps growing."
Responsibility for development must
be shouldered primarily by the developing nations themselves, Mrs. Gandhi
noted, adding that political domination
over the process of development by nations wielding economic power was inconsistent with the United Nations Charter.
The question of aid by the advanced
countries, she said, was "not whether
they can afford to help the developing
nations, but whether they can afford not
to do so."
UN Secretary-General Thant more
than anyone else, Mrs. Gandhi stated,
"has helped us in our moments of despondency and urged us to remain true
to the ideals embodied in the Chmter of
the United Nations over which he presides with such distinction."
In his address delivered on the morning of February 9, Secretary-General
Tirnnt said:
"It is ... a matter of deep satisfaction
that it has been possible to hold this sec-

one! session of UNCTAD in a developing
country. I believe that the advantages
that will flow from this fact will be found
to justify the unusual efforts that have
had to be made by the host government,
by the pmticipating delegations and by
the Secretariat.
"The substantive problems with which
we have to deal would, of course, be the
same whether we met here or anywhere
else. But I am fully in agreement with
those who have felt that it is important,
from time to time, to place these problems in their proper setting and view
them from the perspective of that setting.
"TI1e intimate relationship between the
political and economic aspects of world
problems was the subject of a remarkable
statement by the president-designate of
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development at Montreal nearly two years ago. As he pointed out at
that time, there is a direct and constant
relationship between the incidence of
violence and the economic situation of
the countries affiicted, and he drew attion to the danger of assuming that problems of security could be dealt with by
purely military means. The most important ingredient of international security
is economic and social development, and
not the armaments and armed forces,
however powerful the latter may seem to
be.
"What can we say about progress since
the first [UNCTAD] conference in 1964
in creating the conditions for economic
and social development? It must be admitted that to a large extent it has been
a period of frustrated hopes ....
"People are apt to forget that the
developed countries stand to gain no less
than the developing countries from a
rationalization of the trade relations between them. The developed countries
find themselves short of labor and even
of capital, and yet they are protecting
the inefficient use of both these resources
in sectors of agriculture and industry
which could be much more efficiently
supplied from developing countries. One
could understand this protectionism if
there were large-scale chronic unployment in the developed countries, but
this, of course, is very far from the situation tlrnt prevails.
"Even when we come to the area of
aid, it should not be assumed that the
benefits accrne entirely to t11e developing counb·ies. I am not here concerned
wit11 aid given from the nan-ow standpoint of political or military security.
Nor, once again, am I in any way downgrading the importance of aid as an
[ 249]
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Seen here at the Asl101'a Hotel where tlw inaugural ceremony took place are (l. to r.):
Mr. Denesh Singh, head of the Indian delegation; Dr. A. l\f. El Kaissormi (United Arab
Re]Jublic), President of the first session of UNCT AD; Mr. Phili]Jpe de Seynes, UN U11derSecretary-General for Economics all(/ Social Affairs; Mrs. Indira Ga11dlii, Prime l\linister
of India; Dr. Raul Prebisch, Secretary-General of UNCTAD; and Mr. Tateh Singh,
Chief of Protocol, UNCTAD.
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"But aid brings much more direct advantage to those who give it. In the
short run it creates additional purchasing
power for the exports of the donor countries. More importantly, in the long run
it helps to accelerate the growth of the
developing countries and thus builds
markets for the future-markets which
will be able to pay their own way ....
"No responsible person will expect the
problem of centuries of economic backwardness to be solved overnight. The
world is, however, entitled to expect a
clearer definition of the objectives to be
achieved in the longer run and an indication of the steps which each counh·y and
group of countries intends to take for the
realization of those objectives."
Most of the problems which confronted the 122 nations that met in
UNCTAD's first session in Geneva in
1964 have since intensified. At that session UNCTAD was primarily concerned
with trade as a means of promoting economic development.
The 132 member nations at the New
Delhi session represented a new worldwide effort to formulate a global strategy
for development and international cooperation. They had before them three
main challenges: to evaluate anew the
world eeonomic situation, negotiate on
questions ripe for action, and consider
constructive approaches to long-term
problems.
The agenda items fell into eight main
categories:
1. Trends and Problems in World Trade
and Development.
Under this item the conference reviewed implementation of recommendations made by UNCTAD-I and discussed steps to achieve a greater measure
of agreement on principles governing
international trade policies. It also
considered trade relations among countries having different economic and social systems. This included problems of
East-West trade, the impact of regional
economic groupings of developed countries, and measures leading to improvement of the international division of
labor.
Other subjects were the relationship
of the world food problem to e;.,.-port
earnings of developing countries and
measures to increase their food production; special problems of the land-locked
countries, and the question of the h·ansfer of technology, including know-how
and patents.
2. Commodity Problems and Policies.
Topics here included international
commodity arrangements and other techniques of commodity market stabilization; operation and financing of buffer
MAY 1968

stocks; diversification programs; guidelines for pricing policy; a program for
the liberalization of trade, and other
problems arising from the competition of
synthetics and substitutes.
3. Expansion and Diversification of Exports of Manufactures and SemiManufactures of Developing Countries.
This item included the question of
preferential or free entry of such exports
to the developed countries.
In the Charter of Algiers the developing countries have asked for negotiations
that would lead to an agreement on a
general system of tariff preferences for all
manufactured and semi-manufactured
exports from developing countries on a
non-discriminatory and non-reciprocal
basis.
The industrialized nations that are
members of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
( OECD) at a meeting in Paris last December agreed to offer tl1e developing
world a non-discriminatory and nonreciprocal preferential system at the New
Delhi conference.
4. Growth, Development Finance and
Aid.
Under this item the conference considered ways to increase the flow of international public and private capital, to
improve terms and conditions of aid, to
alleviate problems of external indebtedness, and to better mobilize internal resources. Also under review were supplementary financial measures to prevent
disruption of development programs
caused by unforeseen e;.,.-port shortfalls;
questions concerning the Compensatory
Financing Facility of the International
Monetary Fund and issues relating to the
international monetary system.
5. Problems of Developing Countries in
Regard to Invisibles Including Shipping.
A progress report was made on studies
by the UNCTAD Secretariat of the level
and structure of freight rates, conference
practices, and adequacy of shipping services. Also, expansion of merchant marines of developing countries, establishment of consultation machinery in shipping, and port improvement.
6. Trade Expansion and Economic Integration Among Developing Countries, Measures to Be Taken by Developing and Developed Countries
including Regional, Subregional, and
Inter-regional Arrangements.
7. Special Measures to Be Taken in
Favor of the Least Developed Among
the Developing Countries Aimed at
Expanding Their Economic and Social Development.
8. General Review of the Work of
UNCTAD.

In his report to the conference, UNCTAD Secretary-General Raul Prebisch
noted that with a few exceptions the developing countries are adrift. He described as imperative the need to halt
and reverse this process.
Calling for a global strategy of development, he said that the aims of the
strategy must be geared to tl1e three
major problems that have to be solved
to quicken the pace of economic and social development: the persistent trend
toward "external disequilibrium, the
savings gap, and external economic vulnerability-three problems that together
account for the insufficient dynamism of
tl1e peripheral economies."
In the report Mr. Prebisch indicatecl
tlmt it is up to the industrial centers to
facilitate access to their markets for the
exports of the peripheral countries. It is
also necessary for the peripheral countries to demonstrate their determination
to avail themselves of the trade opportunities offered to them.
Basic financing is inadequate, he
pointed out, and circumstances do not
appear to favor any increase in the flow
of international finance in the immediate
future. Only some countries, notably
Canada, Denmark, Japan, the Netherlands, and Sweden, have officially expressed tl1eir intent to increase their foreign aid up to one percent of their gross
national product.
[UNCTAD-1 recommended that industrialized countries devote one percent of their GNP to development aid.]
In 1966 only France met and exceeded
the target. Belgium and tl1e Netherlands
exceeded it in 1965 and were close to the
one percent target in 1966.
Only four commodity agreementscoffee, tin, wheat, and olive oil-are in
operation and even after two years of
negotiations no arrangement on cocoa
has emerged, Mr. Prebisch's report said.
[Developing countries' ei...-ports are
made up mainly of primary commodities.
For most, two or three commodities earn
almost all their export income and the
rapid and often violent fluctuations in
the prices of these commodities measure
the vulnerability of their economies. No
formal international agreements have
been concluded since 1964 on any commodity not previously so covered. The
price of cocoa, for example, over 34 cents
a pound in 1959, declined to 22.5 cents in
1964 and to 16.l cents tl1e following year.
As for sugar, from 8.29 cents a pound in
1963 it had fallen to a fifth of that piice
by 1966.)
He also emphasized the need for trade
e;...-pansion and economic integration
among developing countries as a part of
global development strategy.
[ 2s1
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NCC OUTLINES EMERGENCY
SUMMER ACTION PROGRAM
The president of the National Council of
Churches has announced a nationwide. cooperative church program to attack root
problems of racial injustice and the growing crisis in the cities.
\Varning that the nation faces a "domestic Pearl Harbor," Dr. Arthur S. Flemming
revealed that thirtv-four Protestant, Orthodox and Anglica;1 denominations in the
Council arc together calling on their constituent churches to institute an emergency
study and action program among their members.
Dr. Flemming voiced strong agreement
with the findings and recommendations of
the National Advisory Commission Civil
Disorders, calling its report a "platform for
the Churches." The Commission's report
asserted that the urban unrest in the nation is the product of "white racism."
In broad outline, he said, task force
groups in the council and member churches
have put together a new and basic body of
sh!dy materials, keyed to the race issue and
designed to take the place of current adult
curricula in April, l\fay and June.
l\fomber denominations have urged that
these materials form the basis for sh1dy of
the problem of youths and adults and to
help guide local church people along lines
of constructive action to meet tensions
where they may develop.
Included in the 29 piece study packets
is a basic new booklet, "Crisis in America:
Hope through Action," which not only cites
issues, facts and "myths" for study but suggests action lines for churches and their
communities to follow to bring about
change in attitudes and social opportunity
for minorities.
Suggested action lines in the new Booklet
include ( 1) opening up job opportunities
for non-whites on church staffs, (2) investing church funds in enterprises where racial
justice is practiced, ( 3) opening up summer campus to interracial living through
special scholarships and other provisions,
( 4) helping to break clown neighborhood
or community barriers to open housing, and
numerous others.
In other areas, Dr. Flemming said, the
campaign will work in the following ways:
l. To urge church members to support efforts to legislate for justice for minodtiesin housing, education, welfare and job opportunities.
2. To establish a communications network
centered at the National Council of Churches for gathering and exchanging infonnation and suggestions on dealing with tension
situations.
3. To work in close cooperation with other
groups, both religious and secular, having
the same objectives in their programs.
In its special order, the General Board,
composed of official representatives of the
member denominations, said: "This nation
is in the midst of its most threatening domestic cdsis of the last one hundred years.
44
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Dr. Artllllr S. Flemming (rigl1t) president
of the National Co!tncil of Cll!lrches, anno1111ced a massive program of st!tdy and
action to meet the issue of racial inillsfice
at a press conference in New Yark. Pictllred
with Dr. Flemming, who is also president of
the University of Oregon, is Dr. Charles S.
Spivey, Jr., director of tl1e NCC's Depart-

ment of Social ]!tstice and director of tl1c
emergency program. The two men sit 1111der
a portrait of Dr. Ralph Sackman, ministeremeritus of Christ Church, Metlwdist in
New York. The lnterclwrch Center room in
which the press conference was held is
named in l1011or of Dr. Sackman.

. . . As a nation we rapidly approach the
brink of armed conflict in our cities." It
directed that a "special action program be
undertaken at once to reorder, strengthen,
accelerate and fully coordinate the resources of the churches and the National
Council of Churches in the crucial struggle
for justice in the nation."
It also said that the program "shall stand
along with the Priority for Peace Program
(previously adopted) as the highest priority
of the National Council of Churches."
A Methodist layman, Dr. Flemming was
fo1merly U.S. Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare ( 1958-1961), and Di-

rector of the U.S. office of Defense Mobilization ( 1953-1957).

ISSUES FACED AT ZAGORSK
Who speaks for the church? What is the
unique contribution of the church toward
solving conh·oversial public issues? How
should Christians relate to the social and
technological revolutions of the time? How
will the church's call for more Christian involvement in divisive secular struggles affect
the simultaneous quest for more church
unity?
These were the chief questions analyzed
by a group of thirty-five theologians, econ\VORLD OUTLOOK
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lJ1icove1·i1ig tlie facts
STRANGE FACTS
ABOUT THE BIBLE
WEBB GARRISON. Strange indeed are these
400 brief accounts of curious facts about
law, crime and punishment; sex, love, and
marriage; war and conquest; traditions,
folk tales, and hocum . . . plus information on unsolved riddles of the Bible. $4.95

LITTLE FOXES
THAT SPOIL THE VINES
W. B. J. MARTIN. Large, dramatic sins
aren't the only ones we need to overcome.
It's those small "gray sins"-the little
foxes that spoil the vines-that tear us
down. By overcoming these, we can
change our whole personality.
$3

PROFESSION: MINISTER
JAMES D. GLASSE. Today's parish minister
faces an "identity crisis" ... a crisis that
calls for creation of a new image for the
ministry. Dr. Glasse suggests the formation of an American Academy of Parish
Clergy.
$3.75

THE LOCAL CHURCH
LOOKS TO THE FUTURE
LYLE E. SCHALLER. A professional church
planner and consultant discusses in detail
the procedures and problems of church
planning such as basic objectives, building programs, plans for future worship
and education.
Paper, $2.75

At your Cokesbury Bookstore

ABINGDON PBESS
The Book Publishing Department of
The Methodist Publishing House
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A Christian b11si11ess111a11, k11owi11g tire pitfalls of commercial
i111•csti11g, who seeks depe11dab/e income a11d wa11ts to advance
the ch11rch's work

An Air Force officer working with da11gerous eq11ipment who
wants to protect his family and at the same time, express his
gratitude to God

A circus performer who thanks God for protection in his
hazardous work by buying an annuity at the e11d of each season on tire road

A successful career woma11 who wallts an 1111fai/i11g income for
later life, a11d wants her resources to serve the church after her
death

A cattle rancher who desig11ates a portion of each year's herd
for the Lord's work, a11d buys an annuity with the profits on
that portion

For 95 years Christian people of small means and great have cherished the
absolute security, attractive lifetime income and tax savings of Methodist
annuities, at the same time rejoicing that at their life's end their earthly
treasure would perpetually serve the church around the world.
There is no more satisfying way to provide dependable life income
for self or a loved one; no more productive way of underwriting the
church's mission of proclaiming the Gospel to the ends of the earth.
There are no coupons to clip, no safe deposit boxes, no reinvestment headaches, no broker's or auorney's fees, no entanglements, no disagreements,
no regrets.

You may begin with as little as $100; you may elect a single or a
joint survivorship annuity. Your income, ranging up to a full 8% for those
advanced in years, begins immediately. For more information, clip and
mail the coupon today.

WORLD DIVISION ANO NATIONAL DIVISION OF THE BOARD OF MISSIONS OF
THE METHODIST CHURCH o 475 Riverside Drive, New York, New York 10027

r------------------------1
Attention: Dr. Ashton A. Almand

W0-57

Please send me full information on:

O Wills and Bequests

O
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I :ind other c

omists and sociologists in a consultation
in Zagorsk, U.S.S.R., on Theological Issues
of Church and Society.
Protestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholics at the session in Zagorsk were invited
guests of the Russian Orthodox Church in
the first interreligious gathering ever permitted on Russian soil by the Soviet government.
Among the points made at Zagorsk were:
-Christian theology warns against
sacralizing either the status quo or the revolution. l\fon should be guarded against the
temptations of false messianism and the
fury of self-righteousness.
-Christians in a revolutionary situation
have a moral duty to do all in their power
to exercise a ministry of reconciliation to
enable the revolutionary change to take
place non-violently or, if this is not possible,
with a minimum of violence.
-Christian theology cannot remove the
ambiguity of political ethics in a revolutionary situation. Nevertheless, it should
relate the universality of the church, which
includes political opponents, to the Christian's special responsibility as a matter of
vocation.
-The ecumenical idea of a responsible
society still has relevance to the new structures established after the revolutionary
overthrow of old ones, when it becomes
necessary to make power and technology responsible and to allow for a permanent renewal of structures without the disruption
of order.
The delegation came from 16 countries,
and included seven official Catholic observers who represented the Vatican's Secretariat for Christian Unity and the Pontifical Commission on Justice and Peace.
Theologians from the United States were
Dr. John Deschner of Perkins School of
Theology, Dr. John Bennett of Union Theological Seminary, Dr. Dietrich Ritschl of
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Dr.
Demetrios Constantelos of Holy Cross Theological Seminary in Brookline, Massachusetts, and the present writer from Philadelphia's Lutheran TI1eological Seminary.
The Russian location facilitated lengthy
theological sessions with Patriarch Alexis of
Moscow and Metropolitan Nikodim of the
Russian Church's foreign affairs office, alon~
with Bishops Philaret, Michael and Professors from the last remaining theological
academies of Zagorsk and Leningrad.
The Russian delegation made one of the
major ecumenical contributions of the Russian Orthodox Church since its entry into
the wee in 1961.
William H. Lazareth
(RNS Special Correspondent)
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"\Ve must be on guard against compassion fatigue, and be ready to provide the
resources of money, personnel, food, and
clothing that will be called for in Vietnam,"
states Dr. Harry Haines, who is general
secretary of the Methodist Committee for
Overseas Relief.
Dr. Haines returned to his office on
March 7 from a six-week trip to Asia. Vietnam was one of the main points on his
WORLD OUTLOOK
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planned itinerary, but the TET offl'nsi\'e
and other difficulties made it impossible for
him to get there, although he tried for a
week, and actually flew twice over Saigon.
He was in close touch, however, with executives of the Viebrnm Christian Service
when he was in Singapore, Hong Kong, and
elsewhere.
The l\Iethodist workers in Vietnam are
asking for the continued backing of their
supporting churches in America.
The relief workers of VNCS are moving
back quickly into the devastated areas, to
resume their work with the dazed, destitute
refugees.
Dr. Haines reports the l\Iethodist workers
with VNCS as follows:
Miss Sarah Clark, nurse, Ala.; l\liss
Hebecca Gould, nurse, Pa.; The Hevcrend
and Mrs. Dean Hancock, \Vis.; Miss Tharon
l\lcConnell, nurse, N.C.; the Heverend and
Mrs. Everett Thompson, N.H.
Dr. Haines says: "MCOH has pledged its
full and continued support to our workers in
Viebrnm. We in MCOH now look to Methodist people throughout Ameiica to back
us up in this support. And let us make no
mistake-there is going to be a need for a
ministry of Christian compassion for many
years to come."

PREJUDICE HIGHER
IN THE CHURCHES
The Americans who are in greatest need
of having "prejudices shaken" arc more
likely in church on Sunday morning than at
home '¥atching television, a sociologist said
recent!\• at Berkelev, California.
Hod1;ev Stark or' the Universitv of California, r.eported on a survey .concerned
with prejudice made jointly with Dr. Charles
Y. Glock, another sociologist at the university.
The findings were presented to a consultation on "Patterns of American Prejudice" sponsored by the Rockefeller Foundation and the Anti-Defamation League of
B'nai B'rith.
According to the findings, church members have more religious and racial prejudices than those who are unchurched. It
was also held that one-third of the clergy
are prejudiced.
Mr. Stark indicated that the Churches
may be in the "best potential position to
make deep inroads on contemporary prejudices" because of past failures and because
so many of their members are those who
hold the prejudices.
The study reported that most church
members "are opposed to participation by
the official churches and the clergy in the
causes for human rights.
"The simple fact seems to be that a great
many church people, because of their radical free-will images of man, think that Negroes are themselves mainly to blame for
their present misery.
"One is almost forced to wonder if these
Christians are afraid to have Negroes as
neighbors for fear they would have to love
them."
Dr. Glock and Mr. Stark indicated that
today churches seem to be "held in captivity
by a comfort-seeking laity" which wants to
l\IAY 1968
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We Can Teach You to Write
for Publication ... at Home
No long-('r Is It nl'cl'ssary for
you .simply to wish that you
rould become n stlr["('ssful Chris·
tlnn writer. Today thl' Christian
\\'rltl'rS Institute ls prC'pared to
hC'lp you dC'Vl'lop vour ta!C'nt In
the> mlnlstry of Christian Juur·
nnllsm.
Writing- Is a skill that c;in be
taught and le>arnNI.

MAIL COUPON TODAY

FREETmr
~~funWrlt~ln~~~~~~u--cundcrsen Drive and Schmale Road
Wheaton, Illinois 60187
Please send me without obligo1tion your FREE
talent test.
Name - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Archbishop Iakovos, liead of tlze Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South
America, called on Archbishop-designate
Terence]. Cooke of New York (left) at the
Catholic prelate's residence.
be freed from attention to issues on justice,
human rights and peace.
(RNS)

CONGRATULATIONS
TO NEW ARCHBISHOP
A courtesy call on March 26 by Archbishop Iakovos, primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South
America, brought special greetings from
Pab·iarch Athenagoras, to the new Catholic
Archbishop of New York, Terence J. Cooke.
Through Archbishop lakovos, Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, who is the spiritual leader of Eastern Orthodoxy, said: "vVe
extend cordial congratulations for your
worthy election by the great Pope of Rome,
His Holiness Paul VI, as Archbishop of
New York ... May God strengthen you in
your prominent position and most important

NEW LIGHT ON ISAIAH 53
19th Revised edition
Widely acclaimed by scholars. Meanings obscured for centuries are made clear in this
exposition of the monumental chapter.
60 cents a copy. Three copies for $1.50.

Rev. Dr. F. A. Aston
73 Hampton Road, Scarsdale, N. Y. 10583

n1ission."

Archbishop-designate Cooke thanked the
Greek Orthodox prelate for his and Patriarch
Athenagoras' greetings, and promised increased cooperation between himself and
Archbishop Iakovos, especially in the field
of social welfare.
The Catholic Archbishop, a native New
Yorker, also received good wishes from
Protestant churchmen.

COMMON APPEAL ISSUED
FOR PEACE IN NIGERIA
In a common statement issued simultaneously in Rome and Geneva, the Roman
Catholic Church and the \Vorld Council of
Churches voiced an urgent appeal for an
immediate cessation of armed hostilities to
the contesting parties in the Nigerian conflict.
This is the first time that the Roman
Catholic Church and the World Council of
Churches have appealed together to all men
of good will throughout the world to unite
their voices in prayer to God for the achievement of peace.
For the Roman Catholic Church the state-

Avedon

Miss Angela Lansbury

Learn cancer's warning
signals. You'll be in
good company.
1. Unusual bleeding or discharge.
2. A lump or thickening in the
breast or elsewhere.
3. A sore that does not heal.
4. Change in bowel or bladder
habits.
5. Hoarseness or cough.
6. Indigestion or difficulty in
swallowing.
7. Change in a wart or mole.
If a signal lasts longer than two
weeks, see your doctor without
delay.
It makes sense to know the
seven warning signals of cancer.
It makes sense to give to the
•
American Cancer Society.

l

[ 255]

47

Now... his
own story...
by Emile
Cailliet!
. . . -- . ._

~ _,...-. :..--::-:--_-- -

-

ment has been issued under the authorit)
of His Holiness Pope Paul VI. For the
\\'oriel Council of Churches it has been authorized bv the Officers of the Central Committee: D;. Franklin Clark Fry, Chainnan.
Dr. Eugene C. Blake, general secretary, Dr.
Ernest A. Payne and Principal Russell
Chan<lran, Vice-Chairmen.
The opening paragraph of the appeal
said: 'The Roman Catholic Church and the
\\'oriel Council of Churches unite in om·
voice in a most urgent appeal to both contesting parties for an immediate cessation
of armed hostilities in this sad conflict and
for the establishment of a lasting peace by
honourable negotiations in the highest African tradition."
(EPS)

Holy Spirit," he said. "there is an openness
in the Church world today that permits different beliefs and practices within the context of sincere ('()mmitment to Christ and
to the needs of people."
( RNS)

RURAL LIFE SUNDAY
The Department of Tnwn and Country
\\'ork of the ~lethodist Board of ~lissions
is asking the clmrchcs to emphasize on :'.\[av
19 both Rural Life Sunday and the begin·
ning of Soil Stewardship \\'eek.
"A Litanv of Initiati\'c" which is a\'ailablc for us~ at this time, begins: "Across
the nation. in our ,·illagcs and tmms. as
well as in our cities and suburbs. a deeprootcd change is taking place. Natural resources once taken for granted are being regarded with increasing importance. Clean
water and air, along with trees and the
soil, arc taking on a new meaning. Peopll'
. . . arl' awakening to the needs for better
stewardship."
A booklet entitled "A Time for Initiati,·c"
is being distributed to clcrgyrncn of all
faiths, for use in Soil Stewardship \Yeck.

COMMUNITY EMPHASIS
SEEN FOR LAY GROUPS

JOURNEY INTO LIGHT is Emile
Cailliet's personal memoirs of a pilgrimage from intellectual atheism to
a child-like faith in Christ. Dr. Cailliet,
renowned as one of America's leading
evangelical scholars,
received an education that was, in his
own words, "naturalistic to the core ...
there was no room
for God." Journey
Into Light records the
events which transformed his life, and
describes with remarkable perception the advent of a
faith in Christ which saved and sustained him. A moving, revealing story,
Journey Into Light is brilliant testimony to the saving grace of the Savior.
Cloth, $3.95
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Oml Rol1crts, famed radio ct:a11gclfat and
faitlr-healcr, will be rcccit;cd into tire ministry of Tire Mctlwdi.11 Clrurclr al tlU' 1968
session of Ilic denomination's Oklalwma
Conference in Oklalroma City. Ile is sl101cn
in a typical pose leading a congregation in
hymn singing.

ORAL ROBERTS TO BECOME
A METHODIST MINISTER
~lcthodist Bishop \V. Angie Smith of
Oklahoma Citv has announced that famed
evangelist Orai Roberts will he rccci\'cd into
the ministn· of The ~lethodist Church at
the HJGS s~ssion of the Oklahoma Annual
Conference.
The widely known faith-healer and prcsi·
dent of Oral Robert.~ University of Tulsa has
been affiliated with the Pentecostal Holiness
Church.
A spokesman for the Oral Roberts Evangelistic Association in Tulsa indicated that
the change of denominations will not affect
the manv acth·ities in which the crnngclist
is now ~ngagcd. He is expected lo b~ appointed by Bishop Smith as president of the
unh·crsity which bears his name.
Dr. Hohcrls explained his change of denominations as "'cnlaq~ed opportunity to
ministry."
''Through the charismatic mo\'c of the

An official of the United Church of Christ
predicted recently that lay groups will increasingly move away from in-chun·h ac·
tivitics and into mission acti\'ilies in the
communitv.
Dr. Hartland H. Helmich, executive sccrctan• of the denomination's Council for La\'
Life · and \\'ork said the outreach woul;l
inevitably go beyond denominational bouml·
arics to cooperate with other dmrchcs and
non-church groups.
"It is beyond the life of our local rnngr<'gations that we will sec a vast shift in till'
use of our energies as organized groups of
lail\'," he told the annual L:w Leaders As·
sc~bh· of the U.C.C. ''This i; the ccumcni·
cal m'o\'Ct11cnt becoming a reality of th<'
streets where we live.''
Dr. Helmich also called for a "rnnccrll'U
education effort ... lo remove the last \'CS·
tigcs of bigot11· and racism from the hearts
and minds of those who bear the name of
Christ. Too many of us pray for justice allll
stand pat for discriminato11· practices to
preserve our community and our church
for 'our kind of people.'"
(HNS)
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BIG LIT-LIT PUSH
Christian literature in Africa, Asia, and
Latin America is being gi\'cn a big pnsh
forward h1· the Committee on \\'oriel Litcrac.T ami' Christian Litcratmc ("Lit-Lit")
of tl;c National Council of Churches.
A special fh-c·ycar program is being financed ll\' clc\'cn Protestant denominations
in the Ur;ited States and Canada, through a
million nnd a half dollar Ad1·ancc Fund.
\\'ith commendable foresight, the \\'om·
:m's Dh·ision of the ~letlmdisl Board of ~lis
sions rntccl half a million dollars in HJG3, as
"seed money" for such an :\dva11cc pro·
gram, to he av:1ilahlc o\·cr a five-year period.
One of the largest new :\lh·ancc Fund
projects is a publishing house in Djakar!a·
capital dty of lmloncsia. AnnthC'r ma101
grant from the Fund is to the :"\atinnal
\\'01\LD OllTL.Om:
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Ch<fathm Cmmoil in ]<>p<>n tn help lmild n

I: book distribution center. Other grants are

1

to an ecumenical newspaper in Taiwan, a
boost to a new adult education program in
Rhodesia, and to Alfnlit (literacy program),
etc.
One of the most unustrnl grants is toward
the purchase of motorcycles for fast dcli\'ery
of books and periodicals to the scattered
villages of the Nile Valley.

TELECAST HONORS
SLAIN MISSIONARY
i\Icthodists in i\Iinncsota met al breakfasts
across the state to watch Bishop T. Otto
Nall's statewide telecast launching a project
that honors a lav missionarv killed in The
Congo.
.
·
The "bishop's breakfasts" and telecast
opened a drive to raise fonds for a Congo
school lo be built in mcmorv of the late
·
Burleigh Law.
The telecast was shown O\'Pr six TV
stations in the state.
In a message, "A Jack of All Trades for
the Lord," Bishop Nall told about i\lr. Law's
lay minish-y and the plan to build a school
that was adopted by i\lethodist i\lcn of
Minnesota.
The bishop, who visited The Congo in
1966, said that Mr. Law built a hospital at
\Vembo Nyama even though he had had no
experience in construction.
Later, the lay missionary lt'amcd to fly
a plane and was fatally shot as he landed at
an airstrip near his station lo aid missionaries ca).¥urcd in an uprising.
Before his death, he had told a gronp
of colleagues:
"I realize the unsettled condition, the
dangers, even the possible death that may
wait for me. But if somewhere someone
mnst raise a white cross over my grave, I'd
rather it would be in the heart of The
Congo, fighting with Christianity as my
weapon, than on any battlefield of the
world."
(RNS)

INVITE GHETTO
KIDS TO CAMPS
A Los Angeles policeman who was called
out in the 1965 \Vatts race riots has suggested to operators of Christian snmmcr
camps, meeting at Green Lake, \Visconsin,
that they might invite unde11Jiivileged children from ghetto areas to spend at least a
week as camp guests.
Lt. Robert Vernon told 275 delegates at
a regional camping convention sponsored by
the Christian Camp and Conference Association, that many urban areas arc facing an
explosive situation.
In urging that young people be sent to
Christian camps, the police lieutenant observed: "It takes the teenager away from his
environment and gives him almost a new
beginning. He has new experiences and is
exposed to Christian standards and principles."
Lt. Vernon added that he himself had
made "most major decisions in my life" at a
summer camp. For nine years he has served
as a senior camping director at Hume Lake,
(RNS)
California.
i\IAY 1968

PRIESTS BREAK SILENCE
VOW TO SUPPORT JUSTICE
A centuries-old silence was broken bv
the Pcrn\'ian Homan Catholic ck•rgy in :,
public denunciation of all social injnstices
fonnd throughont Pcm. The priests proposed to dedicate their cnergiPs toward thP
work of procuring social justice for all
Pcru\'ians.
In a document published in Lima, fifty
Pemvian priests, reprcspnting the tl1reP
geographical regions of this ancient land
(the coast, mountains am! jungle) confessed that social injustice is the acccptPd
rnlc of life amnng till' Peruvian people today, and promised to do Pvcrything in their
po\\'cr to alter thl' lethargy \\'hich has surronnclecl social work in their homeland.
Referring to the "anguished appPal" of
Pope Paul VI in his enc~Tlical On The Development of Peoples, the priests said: " ...
we arc forced to break this silence which
now becomes intolerable for us. . .
(HNS)

METHODISTS, JEWS
MEET IN DIALOGUE
Both Jcws and Christians need new understamling of and relationships with the
othcr-"a current flowing both ways"-an
inter-faith dialogue agreed in i\larch.
Intense discussion of past and present relationships and problems of the two faith
grnups was carried on at Airlic Farm, near
\Vashington, D.C. in a ~Jethodist-Jcwish
Relations Seminar. This was the first sueh
meeting sponsored by the Methodist Board
of Christian Social Concerns and the American Jewish Committee.
F1:om the theme of "The Vocation of Israel," in terms of a "calling," tlw seminar
delved into the areas of "eklt•r and younger
brother," "double standards" of jnclgmenl of
nations, and the minority status of both
faith groups.
It was generally agrt•Pd that many issues
were <mly tonchPd upon in this initial dialogue and that the t'nconntcrs must l~m
tinuc to view areas of dilkrencc and not
jnsl to seek points of common interest. It
also was agreed that neither group views the
other "as fit objects for missionary" or for
proselytizing, but that each has insights
which might enrich the othl'r.
Both faiths aim at "bringing light to a
world in darkness," dcclarccl Dr. Ben Zion
Bokscr.
One of lhc reasons behind lhc seminar,
and which became a focal point in considerable discussion, was the feeling expressed
by some Jews that Christian groups failed
to expres: adequate, s~.11~porl for ~!1c s~atc
of Israel m last Junes six-clay war agamst
Arab states, on the basis that the J cws were
again faced with possible genocide.
However other speakers pointed out thal
the slate of Israel "is not the central concern to all Jews," that genocide was not
imminent in 1967 and that Jews arc
"not clear ourselves" on the idea of pcoplehood. It was urged that clialognc should not
be viewed as a means of getting the other
party "to come up with the answer l want."
Hcgret was expressed that Christianity,
and the local church in partieular, finds it
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Mrs. Martin Lutl1er Kin g, Jr. leads an orderly march in i\fompliis, Tenn., in bel1alf of.
civil rights four days aft er lier husband was assassinated in that city. Next to lier in
white coat is th e Rev. Ralph Abernatl1y, who succeeded Dr. King as head of the Southern Christian Leade rship Conference. Also ri;i//, Mrs. King are three of li er four cl1ildren
-Yolanda, Martin Ill and Dexter-and Harry Belafonte, the noted singer. Addressing
the rnlly, Mrs. King said, "We mllst carry on becaltse this is the way lie would have wanted
it." Amo11g llletliodi.1t leaders wlio took part in th e march was Dr. Tracey K. Jones, Jr.,
of the Board of Mission s.

COCU TO DRAFT
PLAN OF UNION
difficult to determine what justice is in a
specific situation and "has not found ways to
mobilize itself to express corporate concern
in a concrete situation ."
One of the reasons for the seminar was
belief that "understanding of Jewish vocation can help understanding of Christianity."

UNION AGAIN REJECTED
AT PUBLISHING HOUSE
Final results of a February 8 union election at The Methodist Publishing House in
Nashville show that mailing and shipping
employees rejected, by a vote of 112 to 86,
a bid for union organization by the International Brotherhood of Bookbinders.
Because 21 votes were challenged, the
final outcome of the election was not known
until Aplil 3.
In the election, 199 votes were cast.
Twenty were challenged by the union and
one by the Publishing House. A spokesman
for the Publishing House said the National
Labor Relations Board in Washington overruled the union's challenges but sustained
that of the Publishing House.
In addition to the challenge of the 20
votes, the union filed four objections to the
February 8 election, all of which were
overruled. The Memphis regional director
of NLRB, after an investigation in February,
ruled against the objections, and his ruling
was sustained recently by the Board in
Vlashington.
50
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Drafting of a plan of union for ten
Protestant denominations was approved in
Dayton, Ohio on !\•larch 27 by the Consultation on Church Union (COCU).
Acting without a dissenting vote, the 90
d elegates at the Consultation's seventh annual session instructed its executive committee to appoint a drafting commission
and asked that the plan be ready for the
1969 annual meeting in Atlanta, Ga., if
possible, and in no case, later than the 1970
meeting. Ultimate aim of the Consultation
is to unite the ten denominations into one
church with more than 25,000,000 members.
In other actions during the four-da y
meeting, the Consultation delegates:
-Elected Methodist Bishop James K.
Mathews of Boston, l\fass., chai1man and
named other officers;
-Decided to set up a full-tim e executive
staff consisting of an executive director and
an assistant for communications;
-Acted to insure that each denmninaLion would have a person 28 years of age
or younger on its delegation ;
-Tried out a new order of service for
Holv Communion ;
__:_Received a report indicating that great
strides toward unitv in mission have been
taken by the churci1es participating in the
Consultation;
-Heard a warning that if the Consultation and clrnrch union plans in other parts
of the world fail, young churchmen are

likely to forn1 ad hoc unions on the community level.
The decision to proceed with a draft plan
of union came in response to what officials
of the Consultation te1med a growing sense
of urgency on the part of the delegates to
proceed.
""'e do not have all the time in the
world, and there is no turning back now,"
Bishop Mathews told the Consultation delegates and observers as the annual was concluded. "Some of us came here hoping for
the ordering of the writing of a plan of
union."
Among other things, the sh·ucture recommendations include a Provisional Assemblv
replacing th e national judicatories of th~
uniting churches and a Provisional Council
elected by the assembly to exercise the
powers of the assembly wh en it is not in
session. The delegates rcaffi1med their willingness to include the "historical episcopate,
constitutionally defined" in the sh"Ucture,
and called attention to the important role
of the ministry of the laity of the church.
Liveliest debate of the sessions came on
whether representation on the Provisional
Assembly should be on the basis of the
same number of delegates from all denominations, or be on a sliding scale according
to membership. Consultation leaders said
the one vote margin in favor of equal representation was far from conclusive and the
question is expected to be considered
further by the committee drafting the proposed plan of union.
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