


Christians who are committed to human justice could well look at 
the prospect s of a milita ry force composed entirely of volunteers. The 
idea is gaining momentum, a s witness the supporters won in the recent 
Sena te fight to end the draft. 

What would it mean? First, it would mean more money. Now, the bas e 
pa y for a rmy privates is $143 per month, for sergeants $297 per month 
a nd for second lieutenants $450 a month~which sounds desperately low 
until we recognize that the army provides food, clothing, often housing, 
medical and dental care, plus merchandise a t drastica lly reduced 
prices. Even so, it is generally recognized, these pay scales will have 
to be substantially increased to attract enough volunteers. 

This will still not make military service an attractive option to 
average college or even high school graduates. With any gumption, they 
can look forward to higher pay, and sooner or later, a home of their 
own in civilian life. The army may need them ••• but they don't need 
the army. 

However, military service will become attractive to one segment of 
society: poor people, including many blacks, who are caught in the 
ghettos and have dim prospects for the future. Military service at in
creased pay will offer them something better than welfare, with a 
semblance of dignity and plenty of security in their careers. 

This means that the backbone of a volunteer army will consist of the 
nation's poor. They will fight the battles and do the dying for the 
sons and daughters of the middle and upper classes. 

This military force of American poor people would b e used to pursue 
United States objectives overseas, such as the real objectives in 
Indochina: oil, tin and rubber for our consumption. That is, the poor 
people would do the killing and dying, and the mostly white middle 
and upper classes would do most of the consuming. Aside from the blatant 
injustice, could such a situation be expected to last ••• when the 
poor people recognize how they are being used, and are already or
ganized in military unit s and have guns in their hands? 

We are caught between this, and the admitted evils of conscription. 
There is no way out, except to insist to our government tha t the 
United States has no interests overseas that need to be pursued with 
military might. Then, the military could be reduced to a size that be
fits a truly peaceful nation. The whole question of staffing such a 
drastically reduced military force could then be reviewed with a fresh 
eye a nd intent. 

~Stanley J. Rowland, Jr. 
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APPRECI ATE THE INSIGHTS 
Having come to appreciate the insigh ts you 

offer, I miss not seeing your magazine for a 
month. I ts interpretation of mission is great. 

( REv.) H AROLD J. Ki.Ne 
Omaha, ebraska 

UNDERSTOOD ASPIRATIONS 
It was most kind of you to send us a copy 

of your splendid article (May issue) about the 
College. I feel most deeply grateful to you for 
staying over in order to write this article and 
for the marvelous way you have understood 
the aspirations that we hold fo r this young 
institution. The pictures were we ll selected and 
most attractive. We feel it is the kind of article 
to which we can give the widest possible circu
lation. 

We shall never be grateful enough to you 
for putting Damavand College on the map for 
us in so dynamic a fashion. 

FRANCES M. CRAY 
Tehran, Iran 

Dr. Gray is president of Damaoand College. 

UNSCRUPULOUS YOUNG HOODLUMS 
"Special Report : In the D .C. Jail" (May 

issue) is too offensive to fo rgive. Nothing I 
have seen on TV or read in print, by even the 
most biased partisans, can make that Washing
ton affa ir anyth ing but a street riot by insin
cere, ambitious, unscrupulous young hoodlums. 
The addition of "seminarians" to the "studen t" 
mob degrades it, rather than elevates it. 

All a preacher has to do is talk about sin 
and conscience, and he's safely out of the realm 
of politics and under Cod's wing. If there had 
ever been any possibility of giving fu ll fa ith 
and credence to conscience in this mob, it was 
destroyed by the sickening hypocrisy of the 
rhetoric in the statement, "In the name of 
Jesus Christ our Savior, we repent our own 
sins and the sins of our governmen t. " 

li these "young seminari ans have learned 
enough to make such a judgment, why are they 
still in school? ~/'hat is left fo r them to learn, 
when they are so ready, will ing and ab le to 
teach? Most of history's excesses, from the 
Inquisition to the azis, were justified as con
science, as revelation, as Cod overruling the 
stupid pols. Your young clerical hoodlums 
lacked even originali ty. 

I resent, too, the long hair and beards in the 
picture that accompanies the story. Granted, 
there is nothing wrong in long hai r and beards 
as such . I resent them fo r the same reason 
these bigoted young hoods wear them-to 
identify themselves with the marijuana mis
sionaries of the hippie lef t. There is nothing 
wrong with a white sheet, either, bu.t when 
I see a man weari ng one, I may surely be 
forgiven fo r thinking of the Ku Klux Klan. 

I'm an old man of sixty now, bu t I can re
member, as though it were yesterday, the jails 
of the Depression, when it was illega l to be 
poor anywhere except in your home county, 
and someti mes not even then. I was ja iled fo r 
vag, from the ,u lf of Mexico to the Canadian 
border. We had no guards toleran t enough to 
let us pose for press pictures, with a phony 
wooden cross carefu lly staged in the exact cen
ter of the composi tion. 

I can remember, too, leading a strike in the 
Imperia l Va lley of Cali fornia-yes , and winning 
it, too. Not one of the funky young bigots in 
you r picture could have stood with us there. 
Ours wa n' t a street caper fo r fun and pub
licity, and the Lord vouchsafed us none of the 
sweet assurance that He seems to have given 
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the youthful Washington toughs. Our fight was 
for real. 

On page 46 of the same issue, you tell of 
l ilo and Judith Thornberry, expelled from 

Taiwan for "making friends with people with 
a wide variety of political beliefs." This of 
course is a euphemism fo r fraternizing with 
Chinese Communists. Please note that Milo 
wears the new-left bedsheet, a beard. 

%ether you like it or not, we do 1101 have 
to choose between the crazed 1ewspeak of 
Agnew and Mitchell, and the crazed Newspeak 
of your Cod-enchanted young toughs. There is 
another viewpoint, partly hinted at in the line, 
'Men I was a child , I spake as a child; bu t 
when I became a man, I put aside childish 
things." 

JOHN REESE 
Santa Mar ia, California 

Editors' note: T he reported demonstration oc
curred in Holy Week in April and not in the 
May, "st reet riot ." Also, t/1 e T liomberrys were 
"fraternizing" largely with Taiwanese . 

MEMORABLE ARTICLE 
The most memorable article in the new/ 

WORLD OUTLOOK for May is tucked in the 
back-your special report in the D.C. Jail. Best 
wishes to you. 

IVALEEN (MRS. EDWIN M.) SM ITH 
Grand Rapid , Michigan 

FOR LAW AND ORDER 
I am concerned and disturbed about the 

present future of the Christian Church after 
reading the article-entitled " pecia l report: 
in the D.C. Jail" by Charles E. Brews ter. ... 

\Vhen a group of seminarians and clergy 
and ed itors of religious journals deliberately 
disregard law and order >O they can be jailed 
what can we expect from young people today? 
This kind of disregard for law and order only 
adds fue l to the fi re in si tuations th roughout our 
own country and the world. 

I for one cannot go along with ideas such 
as expounded in the article. There are better 
and Chris tian ways and as to their witness for 
our Lord wh ile in jai l, there are other ways 
of entering jai ls to wi tness than to get there 
by disregard for law and order. 

I feel our Church (and I speak of the Chris
tian Church in general) is fas t going down the 
path to the communist left and I beli eve we 
need an abou t face at once before it is too 
late. 

Mns. K. B. PHOUTY 
Springfield, Ori-gon 

LOST OUR BALANCE 
I have just read through the May issue. All 

it talks about is the need for "liberation" and 
"social change" in Latin merica , new educa
tional pa tterns in Iran and l\ lalaysia, and the 
condi tion of our jails. In vain did I look for 
anything that spoke of the unfinished task of 
evangelism around the world, the deep spiritual 
needs of modern man, or the proclamation of 
the Gospel. How far our hurch has drifted 
from the example of Jesus and the heritage of 
Methodism! We have completely los t our bal
ance between evangelism and social action. 
1 ow it's a ll socia l activism and no evangelistic 

concern. Tell me, is the Church doing any
thing different from the Peace Corps or the 
United 1ations? It's time we read again the 
words of our Lord's Commission to the Church 
and recapture the full-orbed nature and priority 
of mission. 

JOHN T . SEAMANDS 
Wilmore, Kentucky 

Dr. Seamands is professor of missions at Asbury 
Tlieological Seminary. 

DISTURBED BY ASPERSIONS 
The Methodist Church in Southern Asia 

( MCSA ) took action in 1970 not to enter into 
the United Church of lorthern I ndia (UC 11) 
which was inaugurated in November, 1970. \ Ve 
shared the disappointment for we believe that 
united action of the Christian Church in India 
is a necessity; howe\'er, the reasons for the 
MCSA not entering union at this time are com
plex. 

\ Ve have been disturbed by the aspersions 
cast by an article in the 1ovember new/ \ VoRLD 
OUTLOOK. In the first sentence there is the 
admission that the vote of the 1-. ICSA against 
joining the UCNI was a "severe" though not 
a "lethal" blow. The report proceeds to gi\'e 
"lethal" judgment of reasons why the MCSA 
( not "Methodism") "opted" out. One state
ment, boxed at the top of the page, "The real 
reasons may no t have much to do with .od. 
They seem to come down to status, money and 
and security" is both unkind and misleading. 

pecifically, the district superintendents are 
denigrated as a main cause for the reje tion of 
u11 ion on the basis of having their jobs aboli heel 
and security threatened. Actual facts would not 
support this "bad guy" image. 

In January and February of this year, I was 
invited by the MCSA to share in a series of 

tewardship eminars involving all 11 annual 
conferences. I found in some places an indif
ference and failure to measure up to the chal
lenge of the hour. l\ (ore frequently, I found 
both laity and clergy not caught in tl1e back
waters of contemporary life but daring to ride 
the rapids. One sign was in the fact that 65 
percent of the District uperintendents ha\ e 
their salaries paid b) the Church in Indi;1 , 18 
per<'ent partiall)• paid and only 17 percent paid 
from funds other than those raised in the local 
conference. This is a commendable fact of 
growth by the l\ I A in the last i\ years. 

And the laymen are supporting this growth 
through their sacrificial gi\ ing. Though there 
was not a complete sta tement from all churches, 
six of the largest churches in the Hyderabad 
Conference were giving more for others than 
for themsehes. The ~ !CSA may ha\'e made a 
mistake in not entering union with the UCN I 
hu t the vision and courage evidenced in man~ 
areas of the Church cannot be the fruit of 
self- eeking leadership. 

Fifty-nine percent of the local churche in 
the M A are village congregation< made up 
of the poorest people in the world . ome repre
sent sadly weak and indifferent communities 
sorely in need of re• ival. But on the other 
hand , some mral areas in India still present 
the largest opportunity for hri tian mission 
and outreach in the world . There i wi dom in 
good news to the poor" that we still do not 
plumb. 

PAUL A. D MABEL \\ 'ACNEH 
Kathmandu, Nepal 

'ow associated with tl1c United ,\ fission to 
cpal, t/1c Wagncrs arc United ,\lct/1odist 

missionaries 10/10 worked in India 
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Freeing The P.O.W.S 
Bargaining with human lives is part 

of the sordid business of war, and this 
practice is not limited to ei ther side. 
Nevertheless, the manipulation of senti
ment of the relatives of prisoners of war 
for political purposes is never a pleasant 
process to behold. Any doubt that the 

ixon administration has been engaged 
in just such manipulation has now been 
dispelled by the recent proposal by 
form er Secretary of Defense Clark Clif
ford and the government's response. 

Mr. Clifford's plan was that the United 
States government announce a date for 
withdrawal of all U.S. forces . If this were 
done, he stated that he had reason to 
believe that the North Vietnamese would 
release American prisoners of war within 
thirty days. If they did not, the with
drawal date could be cancelled . 

The initial White House response was 
to suggest that the orth Vietnamese 
were misleading Mr. Clifford and that no 
such proposal would be agreed to by 
their negotiators in Paris. Mr. Clifford's 
reply was simple and direct. "Ask them," 
he suggested. 

Confronted with this put-up-or-shut
up directness, the administration shifted 
ground and began to say that the with
drawal date suggested ( December 31. 
1971 ) was "too precipitate" and would 
not allow the South Vietnamese time to 
defend themselves. 

In short, the U.S. government has been 
forced to admit that its proclaimed in
ability to set a withdrawal date in order 
to protect our P.O.\IV.s is simply a cover
up. In effect, the prisoners are being held 
hostage until the administration decides 
that the Thieu regime is capable of at 
least military stalemate. 

This is the same greased pole that the 
United States has been trying to climb 
all the e years in Vietnam. Anyone who 
wants official confirmation of this ldnd 
of logic needs only to read the documents 
printed in the Pentagon study begun 
under Robert MacNamara and recently 
released ( to the government's discom
fort ) by the New York Times. It is the 
same logic which can prolong this war 
indefinitely. 

Most importantly, it is the kind of 
logic which has now been decisively re
jected by the overwhelming majority of 
the American public. Keeping President 
Thieu in power no longer seems an ade-

quate reason for continuation of this war 
whose rationale has by now been totally 
discredited. The government knows this 
but refuses still to admit defeat. In des
p ration, it has wrapped itself in the tear
stained garb of the defender of the 
prisoners of war. 

This is simply the lates t example of 
the damage the government is doing to 
itself and to the country by its refusal to 
end this war, set a date for withdrawal, 
and commence meaningful negotiations 
rather than reiterate unacceptable de
mands. 

Are You Really a 
Clergyman? 

There is not much money in preaching 
the Kingdom of God, as John the Baptis t 
discovered . The only way to get by is 
with a little help from your fri ends. John, 
however, had one major disadvantage. 
He lacked a clerical collar. So he found 
himself stammering when merchants 
asked him in the Jerusalem market, "Are 
you really a clergyman?" 

Then one day word came that with a 
United Clergyman's International, Inc. 
discount card (see page 48) his status as 
a bona fide clergyman would be verified 
"with dignity and without embarrass
ment" and he would not "fail to benefit 
from existin~ business or professional 
privilege .. .' What really caught his at
tention was the promise that the card 
would be "an 'Open, Sesame!' to a whole 
new world of major discounts and other 
preferential treatment.'' 

John quickly sent in his 15 shekels a 
vear and tucked the card in his mod 
·leather belt. After that, he had no trouble 
getting discounts of 10% to 50% in locusts, 
wild honey, and coats of camel's hair. 

Jesus, of course, heard from John down 
at the Jordan river about these marvelous 
benefits. So he admonished hi s own dis
ciples to take nothing for their journey, 
neither stick nor pack, neither bread nor 
money, not even a second coat, but only 
their United Clergyman's International 
discount card ( Luke 9:3). 

Two thousand years later the Church, 
fortified and nourished with clergy dis
counts galore, marches onward into its 
glorious future. The business world is 
absolutely delighted to bestow the per
quisites of professional privilege on the 
men of the cloth . Hotel and restaurant 

owners get a good religious feeling out 
of doing something for the "destitute" of 
this world who have sacrificed everything 
except their discounts for the Gospel's 
sake. Clergymen can hold their heads 
high as they flash ("Open Sesame!") 
their United Clergyman's International 
discount card confident that their status 
as stewards of the Mysteries of God is 
etched in plastic and they will not be 
confused with those phony mail-order 
clerics who peddle religion. Going about 
their Fathers business with a little "pref
erential treatment" they can maintain 
their distinction from ordinary laymen, 
mere ministers in the world. 

Jesus wouldn't want it any other way. 
Would he? 

Reinhold Niebuhr 
When Reinhold Niebuhr died, most 

of the obituaries stressed his influence 
as a theologian and a thinker on people 
in political life. This was true enough, 
and certainly he demonstrated throug~
out his life the power of Christian 
thought addressed to the public arena. 
Walter Lippman, Hans Morgenthau, 
George Kennan-the list of political 
thinkers who have acknowledged their 
debt to Niebuhr is impressive. 

What was less accurate about the 
obituaries was the impression they gave 
that iebuhr and "Christian realism" had 
lost their relevance and were mere his
torical relics of the 1940s and 1950s. 
The long illness of Dr. Niebuhr limited 
his writings and caused many younger 
people to think of him as a cold war~ior 
and sophisticated apologist for Arnenca. 

Unfortunately, this misinterpretation 
was encouraged by some disciples of 
Christian realism who overlooked such 
later developments as Niebuhr's long and 
passionate opi;>osition to the Vietnam 
War. It is the fate of disciples to attempt 
to limit their master to what makes them 
comfortable. 

Reinhold Niebuhr made no one com
fortable . He was a passionate and pro
found man whose concern for justice and 
society was as central to his being as his 
scorn for sloppy thinking. He spoke to 
society, but he spoke as a Christian. 

We seem to lose people just when we 
need them most. This is certainly true 
of Niebuhr. But he has left us the mag
nificent legacy of his thought to help 
guide us toward truth and justice. 
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agined ... a case 
study in 
small-
town 
polarization 
Part I 
JAMES A. GITTINGS 

A LMOST FOUR YEARS have 
slipped away since publication of the 
Report of the National Advisory Com
mission on Civil Disorders (The Ker
ner Commission). To some it appears 
the nation has escaped the worst vi
sions of the future contained in the 
Report-and escaped, what's more, 
without paying the heavy price (two 
million new jobs for blacks within 
three years, a "new will" to endure 
taxation to help minorities) estimated 
by the Commission to be the cost of 
peace in the communities of America. 

Recent history in the southern Illi
nois area known as "Little Egypt" 
suggests such optimism is overexpan
sive indeed . Within the town of Cairo 
(population, 6,900 ), an oligarchy of 
powerful citizens might have been 
able, as late as 1967, to create a new 
deal in employment, politics and 
civic life for 2500 blacks of the com
munity if a will to do so had existed. 
Instead of digging away at the task, 
these citizens limited themselves to 
the making of promises that were not 
kept. Now Cairo's white leaders have 
awakened to discover their town's so
cial fabric, and its real estate, are dis
solving in recurring violence and mu
tual recrimination. 

Cairo surely rests in a place God 
intended for a city. Never flood ed 
since a triangle of towering levees 
was thrown up in 1857, the city com
mands a spearhead of land a t the 
juncture of the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers. Four hundred miles from Chi-

James A. Gittings is an associate editor 
of Presbyterian Life. 
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Faced with blacks en masse, 
and uisiting student demonstrators, 
the local lawmen haue sometimes 

tended to reach for a club. 
cago, less than two hundred miles 
from Memphis, the little community is 
farther south than Richmond, Vir
ginia. E lectric power is cheap, the 
climate is mild, and wages are low. 

Obviously, geography ought to have 
brought something big into being on 
the site of the town. Instead, Cairo 
is a community of a few small indus
tries and distributorships, most of 
them ailing, and of old men. Persons 
between 19 and 50 are estimated to 
account for only 20 per cent of the 
white population . 

Early Enterprises 
Pete Thomas, mayor of Cairo and 

the local Ford dealer, tells how Cairo 
fai led to build an adequate commer
cial or industrial base during the 
steamboat era of the 1840's, largely 
because land in town was owned at 
the time by an eastern corporation 
whose attention was fastened else
where. Twenty years later, when Gen
eral U. S. Grant launched his Missis
sippi Valley ( Vicksburg ) campaigns, 
the eastern landowners were gone 
and Cairo boomed once more. 

But with the onset of peace the 
community drifted downward from 
a population peak of nearly 20,000, 
never to approach the figme again . 
Tourism flourished during the late 
1940s and early 1950s, when town and 
county politicians, businessmen, and 
law enforcement authorities encour
aged or winked at the entry into town 
of gambling and prostitution racke
teers from Chicago and Saint Louis. 

Wealth from early enterprises 
Rowed to the town's two banks, the 
Security National and the First a
tional Bank & Trust of Cairo, or was 
put to work in construction of the 
large amount of rental housing that 
was and remains a fea ture of the com
munity. The two banks and the local 
utility company Have been the pre
serve for years of first fam ilies of the 
community, who send their sons and 
daughters eastward for private high 
school and college educations. 

Cairo's Blacks 
Except as cheap labor, blacks are 

not mentioned in accounts of town 
history given by white businessmen. 
Blacks, however, have always been 
part of the Cairo scene, first as slaves, 

then as fugitives along underground 
railway routes that ran north along the 
rivers, and finally as migrants either 
en route to seek jobs in Detroit or Chi
cago, or attracted by higher welfare 
payments obtainable in northern 
states. In Cairo, they have been lim
ited to the present day in their occu
pational choices. The town is one 
where whites of lower-than-modest 
incomes still find it possible to hire a 
maid and a "yard man"-black in 
color-to do the laundry and to mow 
the lawn. Other blacks pick up jobs 
along the river, including the catching 

.and sale of catfish. Cairo industry un
til recently limited blacks to porter
like jobs, while few stores employ 
blacks. Welfare is the largest single 
source of income to the black commu
nity, with 39 per cent of blacks ( 20 
per cent of the overall population ) 
receiving aid of one sort or another in 
Alexander County (Cairo). 

In 1951 came the first of two lengthy 
school integration litigations. Addi
tional disturbances marked attempts 
of the blacks to integrate public ac
commodations, including theaters 
( 1955 ), the town swimming pool 
( 1962-63 ), the Little League, and so 
on. Tempers were kept hot by hearings 
of the U.S. Civil Rights Commission 
( 1966 ), and by Federal intrusion to 
strike down "tokenism" in school in
tegration ( 1967 ). 

These extensions of black "privi
lege" brought on civil disturbances in 
Cairo, some of them characterized by 
sufficient fe rocity to bring out state 
police and the National Guard. Atti
tudes set during this period flowered 
later in the establishment of the two 
opposing groups, the Citizens' Council 
( UCCA) for the whites and the 
Uni ted Front for the blacks. 

Commitment to Rights 
Cairo school teacher Mrs. Anita 

Ryal files a gentle demurrer here. 
"Once the blacks won, things went 
very well," she states. "In school , for 
instance, all the black teachers came 
over onto the faculty and didn't lose 
their jobs. The kids settled in to
gether .. . We teachers made integra
tion work." Plymouth dealer Jack 
Guetterrnan agrees . "During the trou
ble, the AACP got going here. Its 
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president, Pre ton Ewing, w nt 
around town talking people into giv
ing jobs to black . \ e seemed to pull 
together for a whil , to be head d in 
the right d irection. Why didn't the 
( th blu J.. . . . d.) stand off a ' hit 
and let it happen?" Yet, itizen's 
.ouncil leader Rob rt unningham 

obsen ·e , "The real battl wasn't ov r 
in tegra tion anyway. \ c've always had 
rcs id ntial intcgra tion h re-liv d b -
sidc cach oth r. The i sue is jobs; it 
ha a lways been job ." 

Th re is no doubt about the point 
in timc when blacks of airo mov d 
from periodic acts of protest to th ir 
pre cnt implacable commitment to the 
winning of full economic and social 
rights. The year was 1967, th place 
thc loca l am1orr , and th tinle a un
da) evening in mid- ummer. 

T" o we k earlier a black oldier 
had b en picked up and detained 
overnight in a cell of th city jail. In 
the morning th oldier was found 
hanging from metal screenwork of 
thc ccll's ceiling. !ilitant blacks of 
the town promptly charged tha t he 
had be n murdered, and word of the 
incid nt pr ad through Pyramid 

ourt, an all-black f derally built 
hou ing proj ct on th we tern edge 
of town. By afternoon blacks were in 
the tJ"c •t hooting and burning in 
the fa t act of a fortnight of violence 
that ventuall forced the governor to 
end the ational uard to airo. 

The intensity of black reaction to 
the dea th of the oldier forced mer
chant and town politician -but not 
thc town' ix millionaires-to attend 
the unday-night ma meeting of 
town black . 

~ l os t of the principal pre nt-day 
.1ctors on the ai ro tage were either 
prc ent that night in the hall , or 
around the corner a t the ~I UJ"k Twain 
cafe. n th platform next to mayor 
Lee tenzel at Pete Thoma , who was 
unawarc tha t within two yeUJ" he 
would fac imilar gatherings from 
the cente r chair. Black grievances 
were pre ented by tall , picaresque 
Pre ton \\'. Ewing, the N P chap
ter president. In the audience, m e ed 
in a black uit, at the Rev. harle 
Ko n, newly ordained as an a sistant 
pas tor in a local black Bapti t church : 

s it was uident 

w 

ing to change 
nstrations 
ti on. 

\Vith in 1 month Koen would ex
change the suit for fa tigue trous rs 
and a 1ao jack t. In characteristic 
sdf-effacement in a com er, Van 
Ewing-a state ci ii servic employee 
with a tas te for working with tools
worc his u ual air of d is tress. Robert 

unningham wa not pr nt, how
ver. Personally dapp r and well 

dres d ( Cunningham is an officer of 
a lo a l ser ice club ), the lumber 
cl alcr was worr ing to neighbors 
about whether th merchants would 
"knuckle under" to black demands. 

Th fa milial aspect of th town a t 
tha t moment is important to remem
b r. The people knew each other well . 
Blacks, for example, rem mb red that 
Pete Thoma b cam part of th com
munit when a local physician, Lewis 
Ent, took th orphan boy into his 
home because the superintend nt of 
the local orphan
age refused to per
mit Pete to play 
high school 
football . 

nd P te 
hims If, as 
his gaze touched on Charles Koen in 
the audience of blacks, might have 
recalled that he had once fired young 
Koen, during years when airo' fu 
tur mayor sup rvised a newspaper 
distributorship . 

Merchants and politicians at the 
me ting made great promises. Blacks 
would be hired as store clerks, as 
policemen, as fi remen, as maintenance 
men for the ut ilities company, and so 
on. Extravagant protestation of good 
will were made. Black who w re 
present bought the package- after all, 
th y had grown up with these men 
and, within limits imposed by the old 
egregated system, trusted them. "I 

went out of the V.F.\ iV. sure a new day 
had come to Cairo," recalls Charles 
Koen, whose feelings are shared by 
Preston Ewing. 

Promise in Pockets 
With promi es in th ir pockets, 

Ewing and a committee of blacks 
began to canvass merchants about 
their personnel needs. E vasions mul
tiplied as weeks dragged on. The ex
pectations created by the town meet
ina endured for or 9 months-into 



196 . By that time it was evident that 
nothing much was going to change, 
and renewed demonstrations were set 
in motion. The demonsh·ations caused 
Peyton Berbling, the states' attorney, 
to organize a "Committee of Ten Mil
lion"-after an Eisenhower phrase
to protect townspeople against rioters . 
ti. fembers of the Committee purchased 
white helmet-liners, which they wore 
as they patrolled blocks of the town 
residential sections. On occasion the 
"white hats"-who were also all white
of- kin-met for what appeared to be 
close-order drill. The carrying of £re
arms and other weapons became in
creasingly common among segments 
of the white and black populations as 
the year wore on, according to Cairo 
police Captain R. Shirley Abel. 

Nobody interviewed in Cairo 
among the black or white community 
says much in defense of the mer
chan ts and civic leaders of 1967. "We 
just didn't produce,'' admits mayor 
Thomas. 

Few Cairo white leaders realized 
that the 1967 breach of fa ith would 
prove irretrievable, and none of the 
poorer whites were privy to the pro
cess by which the last of the emotional 
bonds that bound them to their b lack 
neighbors was broken. Therefore the 
new and belligerent mood of Cairo 
blacks was startling. The people of 
the town beheld the black community 
drawing together-the urbane Preston 
Ewing, the intense young Charles 
Koen, making common and vociferous 
cause with a mass of people ranging 
from thugs to teachers. The spectrum 
of black pro-and-con opinion in re
gard to demonstrations disappeared. 
In all of Cairo only two leading blacks 
held aloof- a millionaire undertaker 
and the schoolboard superintendent. 

The White H ats 
Powerless to intervene in any way, 

ordinary white Cairoans searched for 
a place to make operative their con
cern for the security of their families. 
Since Peyton Berbling's white hats 
provided the natural place to begin, 
the organization suddenly became 
popular with working white people. 
Within it, a leadership began to de
velop: Bob Cunningham's voice be
gan to be raised authoritatively among 
the frightened whites; a Cairo news
dealer and bookstore operator, Carl 
Helt, became increasingly active. 
Soon Helt would launch a monthly 
newspaper, the Tri-state Informer, 
which would attract advertisers, sell 
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briskly in the community, and spread 
racism under such headlines as "Uncle 
Tom Says,'' "Victim of Black Thugs 
Dies," and "Only Money Motivates 

airo Mi litants!" Eventually, in 1970, 
the tabloid sank low enough to print 
and headline photostats of the birth 
certi ficates of a black leader unfor
tunate enough to be born out of wed
lock-an accomplishment which says 
something, too, about the violability 
of records in the local courthouse. 

In 1969 the roof caved in at Cairo. 
The year began auspiciously enough 
when General Harry Bohlen, one of 
the town's "Big Six," accepted the 
chairmanship of a committee pledged 
to do something about bad housing in 
the city . .. but nothing came of the 
effort, however, and the committee's 
reports disappeared from the Evening 
Citizen by April. 

February marked the start of a 
"witch hunt" ( the Evening Citize n's 
words) against the school system. The 
verbal sniping at the school came 
from two directions- from Preston 
Ewing's black group, charging dis
crimination, and from members of the 
white community, on the issue of or
der in schools. Meanwhile, Federal 
Health, Education and Welfare funds 
destined for Cairo were blocked upon 
receipt of black complaints. 

Silence of Banlcs 
A headline in the local paper on 

February 27, 1969, trumpeted "First 
Bank and Trust Company History and 
That of Cairo Inextricable." If so, the 
silence of the banks in the period of 
extended crisis was meaningful. And 
industries apparently got the silent 

message of unconcern : Mark Twain 
Marine Company went across the 
river to Paducah instead of building 
on Cairo's waterfront, and a plas tics 
fi rm rejected Cairo in favor of nearby 
Carbondale. The long-established 
local Coast Guard base, in addition, 
sought more peaceful quarters on the 
Kentucky shore and the town learned 
that its hardwood flooring firm would 
close. By D ecember 1969 less than 
2,000 men and women were employed 
in Alexander county plants and ware
houses, while retail employment had 
fa llen to 1,007 people in 154 stores. 
The town celebrated its loss of tax 
income by purchasing a hook and 
ladder £re-truck ( though only one 
structure in town rises above 4 Boors 
in height ). 

All of the foregoing took place 
against a background of quarreling, 
picketing, occasional gunshots and 
arson. The list of incidents is so long 
that it becomes boring. Therefore, we 
stop here with history, though the 
fires go on in Cairo and the demon
strations go on and the bitterness 
grows . In place of history, we ask 
where the good people have been to 
this point in Cairo's sorry story. 

Like good people everywhere, 
Cairoans have been used to dealing 
with individuals rather than masses 
of angry and disillusioned persons. 
The church people of much-churched 
Cairo have a reputation, built over 
years, of seeing that nobody goes un
clothed in the city, or hungry. The 
processes are simple : one hears from 
his yard man that so-and-so has lost 
his job, or pays attention when a 
teacher whispers about a child who 
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has fainted in a filth grade classroom. 
When trouble comes one-by-one, 
Cairo people-black and white-have 
always b en kind. 

Driven Out of Town 
They are not kind, however, when 

they have been frightened by groups 
of people. Whites in the churches, 
generous donors to clothing drives and 
Thanksgiving baskets, have run out of 
town the three white pastors in the 
pas t four years who have attempted 
to deal directly and positively with 
the black challenge. Town adver
tisers have driven out a middle-of-the
road editor of Cairo's daily paper, the 
Evening Citizen, for stating the black 
position favorably. 

The situation is similar with town 
and county police. Local officers such 
as Shirley Abel have never been peo
ple to cuff around a drunk or give an 
unnecessarily hard time to a farm boy 
who shoots his wife's admirer. Yet 
faced with blacks en masse, and visit~ 
ing student demonstrators, the local 
lawmen have sometimes tended to 
reach for a club. Indeed, in 1970-a 
year in which heavy weaponry was 
being discouraged in every progressive 
police force in the nation-Cairo po
lice felt obliged to purchase automatic 
weapons and not one but two armored 
cars to patrol the perimeter of the 
500-family black housing project. For
mer Governor Kerner, commenting to 
this writer on the subject, observes 
that "the lesson about police and 
non-utilization of heavy arms seems to 
have 'taken' in big cities, but we de
spair of getting the idea across in 
towns like Cairo." The National Asso
ciation of Police Chiefs, studying the 
Cairo Force in 1969-70, produced a 
report which agrees with the gov
ernor. 

Pete Thomas, in the mayor's chair 
by 1969, was full of good intentions 
and not at all insensitive. However, in 
the white hats and its successor or
ganization are militant whites intoler
ant of compromise; in the black com
munity are highly intelligent men like 
Ewing who are not at all impressed 
by half-measures; in the background 
are state officials, tending to be liberal, 
and local economic chieftains, who 
are the opposite. Talking with all four 
groups, Pete Thomas soon found him
self tangled up, his face crinkling with 
exasperation when state officials for 
example, queried him about the fa'te of 
promises made to the governor's office 

BoycoH of Cairo's do wntown m erchants is re inforced on Saturdays by a parade of 
United Front blacks. ( Opposite page) De puties w ho guard store .fronts during 
demonstrations are frequently armed . 

which Pete had been unable to de
liver. 

Ray of Light 
ot everyone found himself frozen 

as polarization developed. Up at the 
north, end of town a group of black 
and white teachers and house\.vives 
were talking, in 1969, about develop
ment of local industry and employ
ment. Their initiative would survive, 
beefed-up by the state and under an
other name, as the following year's 
sole ray of light in Cairo, the Pulaski
Alexander Development Corporation. 
Down on Washington Street, at the 
same time, two elderly white law
yers-David and Robert Lansden
were getting ready to file a suit on 
behalf of Cairo blacks, challenging 
the composition of jury lists. The suit 
was merely the latest in a series of 
legal battles fought for the blacks of 
Cairo by the Princeton-educated Lans
dens. 

The positive voices were isolated. 
Most of the volume of noise in 1969 
came from the white hats and the new 
amalgam of blacks, the United Front. 
The white hats, suppressed by the 
state after gunfire in June and reborn 
as the UCCA the following month, 
took the lead in establishing a private 
school in town. The school, founded 
under the aegis of the Cairo Baptist 
Church ("The Church in the Heart 
of the City with the City in its 

Heart") , attracted most middle-class 
white children from public class
rooms, thereby changing the black 
percentage in public schools from 47 
to 72 per cent. The new private school, 
called with appropriate idealism the 
"Camelot School," located itself in an 
old public school building bought 
dirt cheap from the city. One of the 
town's Big Six moneyrnen, until then 
silent in educational matters, promptly 
came up with money for a Camelot 
gymnasium. 

Almost concurrently with the estab
lishment of Camelot by the UCCA and 
Baptists, the United Front discovered 
it most potent weapon. The Front, 
striking back at the merchants, im
posed a black boycott against down
town stores. Honored almost 100 per 
cent by blacks of Cairo and of neigh
boring towns in Kentucky and Mis
souri, the boycott remains in force 
and has led to the closing of a number 
of shops. 

Ruination, then, was the 1969 story 
for whites; establishment of a work
ing union was the tale of the blacks. 
The year closed with 70 state police 
in town to keep order, and with 
United Front orators speaking in Chi
cago and New York to drum up funds 
and support for further struggle. Un
fortunately, the really important chap
ters of polarization in Cairo remained 
to be written in 1970. 

( to be continued) 
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A resident rests in 
the big front room at the 

Catholic Worker farm, 
Tivoli, New York . 

Dorothy Day and the Foolishness of Christ 

ELAINE MAGALIS-Photos by Shelly Rusten 

BEFORE I MET DOROTHY DAY I 
was prepared to be awed by her. For 
almost forty years she had been the 
center and throbbing heart of an ac
tivity called "The Catholic Worker." 
She had known the famous and the 
near-famous-everyone from Eugene 
O'Neill to A. J. Muste. At seventy-three 
she was still surrounded by the poor 
and poor herself; her fri ends were 
young men in prison who refused to 
go to war, intellectuals and church
men, farmworkers, bums from the 
Bowery. She was a traditional Catho
lic, traditional to the point where 
many of those who admired her could 
not follow; she was a political radical, 
and therefore a paradox to most of her 
fe llow Catholics. She had been an 
embarrassment to many because for 
almost four decades she and those 
with her had literally strived to do 
those impossible Christian things: "to 
turn the other cheek" and to give 
whatever they had to the poor. I ex
pected Dorothy Day to be imposing. 
I thought she would cast a glow wher
ever she went. 

I didn't recognize her when I saw 
her. She looked just her age-every 
year of it, with a deeply lined, gaunt 
face and thinning white hair. She had 
very alert, very blue eyes. But it was 
not only her age that surprised me 
even though I knew it already; it was 
that she was no taller than I was. I 
always expect the significant and fa
mous people to be taller-to fill space 
the way statues in parks do. All the 
stories I had read of Dorothy Day and 
the Catholic Worker were in no way 
visibly attached to her. All the read
ing didn't matter; I had to start at the 
beginning to find out who she was, 
what the Worker was. 
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When The Catholic Worker began, 
the lower East side of New York must 
have been much the same as it is 
now ... for the poor. Of course the 
air was cleaner, and perhaps the 
streets were not quite so ravaged and 
gray. But for the poor in the 30's the 
Baking tenement walls also reeked of 
garbage and human sweat. Rats, 
cockroaches, bedbugs and lice lived 
in those walls, in the rusting pipes and 
in the limp mattresses . Dorothy Day 
writes somewhere of holding a man's 
head to pour coffee between his drawn 
lips when he fainted on The Catholic 
Worker coffee line, and picking the 
bugs off his unshaven face. Poverty, 
she adds, means lack of hot water, 
soap ard Lysol. It means body lice. 

In the depression 30's when Union 
Square was a circus of political 
speeches and political radicals, Doro
thy Day and Peter Maurin started 
hawking an unusual newspaper in the 
Square for a penny a copy. Peter was 
a familiar figure there. Like the others 
he preached a solution for the world's 
ills, only his was a Christian one. 
Thick-chested, in his mid-fifties, he 
looked like the others in his worn, 
rumpled suit; he looked like a bum. 
But Peter Maurin was-well, some 
say he was a prophet, others an agi
tator, and still others a modern-day 
St. Francis. No doubt many more just 
thought him a fool. 

Peter had heard about Dorothy Day 
and sought her out. She was some 
twenty years younger than he was, 
and for most of her life had been in
volved in radical politics, writing for 
Socialist and Communist newspapers. 
Her friends were mostly fa r left par
tisans and Bohemian writers, none of 
whom had been able to understand 

how it was that she one day became a 
Catholic. It was not only that the 
Catholic Church was viruently anti
Communist, and usually anti-union, 
but at that time and from their per
spective, no other organization seemed 
more opposed to any kind of social 
change. But the poor of the lower 
East side-the Irish, the Italians, the 
Poles . . . the men in their shiny, 
threadbare suits and the women in 
their shawls or printed scarves, still 
knelt in the dimly lit sanctuaries amid 
the plaster saints and candles. They 
were the same poor she had spent her 
political youth fighting for. 

In the beginning Dorothy Day had 
been as confused about the relation
ship between her new-found faith and 
her political inclinations as any of her 
friends. But then she met Peter 
Maurin . Together they founded The 
Catholic Worker, an attempt to trans
form the social vis ion contained in the 
teachings of Christianity into a reality. 

The Worker has attempted to live 
its vision-not always successfully, 
and often clumsily-but that is one 
of its most endearing characteristics. 
It is not and never has been an insti
tution, nor even quite an organiza
tion. It isn't efficient, and no one, not 
even Dorothy and Peter when Peter 
was still alive, ever agrees wholly with 
anyone else about what it is. For 
many it has been a school, for others 
a philosophy, for still others a family 
and home-and for God knows how 
many thousands it has been a pair of 
shoes, a cup of soup, or a bed when 
there was nothing else at all. 

East First Street on New York's 
lower East side is only a few blocks 
long-a few blocks of warehouses and 
rotting brick tenements off the Bow-





Lena has lived on the streets for years
on winter nights when the 

bone-numbing cold tums the wet 
snow to ice, on summer nights 

tvli en the bars close later than t1st1al . ... 

ery. Every morning at 9:30 men from 
the Bowery come to St. Joseph's 
House of Hospitality, pa t the front 
window with its potted plants, to get 
soup, bread and coffee. For many of 
them the Worker may seem no differ
ent from any other Bowery mission, 
but then again maybe they all sense 
something .. . that all of this began 
more by accident than design, that it 
all started when someone in need, 
and then another, walked in, and 
Dorothy Day or Peter Maurin or one 
of the other persons with them in the 
beginning, opened the refrigerator 
door, took a coat from the closet, or 
put another mattress down on the 
floor. ('1f anyone takes your coat, 
give him your cloak too.'') 

Perhaps they notice that the man 
who's been up since 5 a.m. making 
the soup is too old to be an idealistic 
volunteer and has a gruff Irish brogue. 
Or that it's rather odd to see a China
man and . an Irishman serving soup 
beneath blown-up pictures of Gandhi 
and Cesar Chavez. Or if they're too 
burned-out and red-eyed after a cold 
night with a bottle in a doorway, they 
may still notice that the kid, John, 
who's presiding over the tables, has 
a sour word for everyone this mom-

ing. 
It isn't easy to live here or work 

here. It wasn't ever easy to just sit and 
watch. Chris, a young volunteer with 
a wispy beard, told me that they 
sometimes call it the House of Hos
tility instead of Hospitality. No one 
wants some of these people. They've 
been sent away by every other mis
sion and the city hospitals have been 
glad to see them go. They've been 
formed by the struggle to live on these 
grotesque streets. 

Lena ran away from Central Islip 
mental hospital years ago. All day she 
sits by the door; occasionally, when 
someone tells her, she shuffies outside 
for some sun. Around her waist she 
wears an old Indian print blanket. 
Lena has lived on the streets for 
years-on winter nights when the 
bone-numbing cold turns the wet 
snow to ice, on summer nights when 
the bars close la ter than usual and the 
boozers, glowing with a sodden 
warmth, pass the insistent, glaring 
Lena with her hand outstretched. 

Of course the Catholic Worker took 
Lena in and gave her a bed in the 
clean, bright women's quarters. But 
Lena had a habit that had petrified 
into an animal instinct, an instinct 
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that sern~<l her well on the stre ts 
but created chao in t. Joseph's 
IIou e. !uttering and wandering 
around at night, he collected blankets 
and cloth ing. nything within r ach 
wa fa ir game. \ eks pass d, and 
everyon endured; but finally th y 
sent L na back into the streets again. 

ow he spent only her days in the 
Hou e. 

There i nothing gra teful , nothing 
lovable about Lena. "Do you hav a 
igarette?" he d manded. Lena does 

not a k. I h Id out the pack and he 
grabbed three. nother woman with 
ulc rous I gs whined for th same, 
and finally ttl d for part of Lena's 
bounty. " he needs a coat, she's cold," 
Lena aid . "You hav one; you should 
give h r yours." Peter 1aurin, I sup
pose, might have given her his. I 
wished fleetingly that Jesus had made 
a few di tinctions-if he had only 
said , '1f certain people ask for your 
coat, then if you happen to have an 
e tra , you might give them a coat and 
a cloak a well." I earched out hris 
and ask d if th y could find her one. 
"Thi i th only one I have," I said 
unea ily. hri promi ed he would 
dig up omething even though "she 
, !way throws them away." I rem m
bered that someone had said that the 
Work r help d "the undeserving 
poor." 

alvatore Leone laughed and 
pointed to the top of a cabinet where 
he keeps his coat when he comes to 
th \ orker-out of sight and sa fe. 

al lives down the treet. Retired now, 
he till d als in rare books. In the 
late 40' he happened on a copy of 
The Catholic Worker paper, and ever 
ince ha been coming around, help

ing out' hen he could, talking to peo
pl , arguing-perhaps for the infalli
bility of the pope, or prai ing the 
cook at evening meal. 

o one ha to work at t. Jo eph's 
Hou e, but they do-mo tly by fold
ing and labeling the 5,000 copies of 
the till a-penny-a-copy newspaper. 
The work on the paper take place 
up tair , wh re, next to a small clut
tered editorial office, Brother John, a 
whim ic. lly querulou pundit and 
pun ter whom Dorothy Day ays she 
kick during meetings when he mon
opolize the argument, at me down 
' ith a sho box of labels for Colorado. 
I Ii tened to the ound of shuffling 
paper, to the French Canadian who 
pa ed around a picture of one of hi 
twin daughters (if they're twins, 
omeone commented, you only need 

a picture of one ), to the black woman 
who remarked "what a lovely girl,'' to 
reminiscences about !if in the coun
try with insects and snakes. A flush ed, 
middle-aged man next to me fumbled 
when I asked where he lived , then 
said, "I might as well say it ... on the 
Bowery." He asked me for fifty-five 
cents which I gave him, but shouldn't 
have, at least not there. I didn' t know 
you could buy a bottle of anything for 
that price. "Don't let anyon know I 
gave you the money for that," I cau
tioned when he came back with it 
tucked inside his coat. " o-no, of 
cour e not." He looked around warily. 
"And don't tell anyone I have it." He 
left soon after to go back to the streets 
where he could drink the sickly pink 
stuff. 

At dinner time at St. Joseph's House 
Dorothy Day appeared and intro
duced me to an angel-faced young 
man with a bushy halo of blond hair. 
"Prison .. . army" was all I caught of 
the introduction. I had been engaged 
with Brother John and Mark, an ex
actor, in some confusing banter about 
Cleopatra and women's liberation. 

Tow I felt shy and bewildered in front 

Every morni11 g at 9 :.'W m en from the 
Bowery com e to St. Joseph's Il ouse 
of H o.1pitality to get soup, 
bread, and coffee . 
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All of this began more by accident 
than design ... when someone 

in need, and then another, walked 
in , and. Dorothy Day or Peter Maurin 

opened the refrigerator door, took 
a coat from the closet, or put another 

mattress down on the floor . 
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of this woman who so easily, so com
fortably in her faded cotton dress, 
belonged here. A half-mad itinerant 
preacher started a fight at the back of 
the room and everyone watched the 
way people watch automobile acci
dents while he was being calmed by 
a few peace makers. The angel told 
me about his passive resistance to the 
justice system (since, as an anarchist 
and pacifist he could not accept its 
jurisdiction over him ). He had gone 
limp, but been engagingly talkative 
in New York and Chicago jails. 

One of the volunteers, a big, full
bearded young man named Charlie, 
sat down beside Dorothy with a per
spiring, red-faced young man. I 
thought he might be trying to kick 
drugs, but it was alcohol. Charlie and 
Kathy, another volunteer (everything 
was so much more real here, she said, 
than in middle-class Minnesota ), had 
sat up a night with him and gotten 
him through a long day. They took 
him to the door of a hospital and he 
refused to go any further. "It's my 
decision, isn't it?" It was. Dorothy 
commented to Charlie that too often 
people took someone on and cared 
for him-and then in two months, 
three months time, left , and things 
were worse than before. 

After dinner I followed Dorothy 
Day and Arthur Sheehan down to the 
basement for v spers. Arthur was a 
short, bespectacled man with an odd
shaped head. He was called jokingly 
by some of the others, "the theolo
gian." Between what Dorothy had 
said at the table earlier and the anec-

dotes Arthur told, I was treated to a 
small sermon on the meaning of a 
House of Hospitality. Dorothy Day 
had a way of doing that-most of 
what she said was central to every
thing she believed-and yet it was 
said so naturally, so in passing, that 
I could easily have missed it if I 
hadn't been there specifically to hear 
it. 

Dorothy had complained mildly 
that people were always sending 
others to the Worker instead of apply
ing its message of personal responsi
bility to themselves. Every home 
should have a "Christ room," a guest 
room for anyone who should need it. 
Downstairs Arthur talked about hitch
hiking and coming into towns with no 
money and no place to stay. It was 
always in the poorer sections of town 
that one was likely to find hospitality. 
"But," said Arthur with a smile, "I go 
to the richer neighborhoods first to 
give them a chance." 

There were six or seven of us in the 
basement where we sat on wooden 
benches across from one another, each 
with a Breviary in hand, and read 
aloud the scripture and responses for 
that day of the liturgical year. It was 
then that I began to understand how 
Dorothy Day had been able to move 
through the chaos of hundreds, and 
fin ally thousands of lives, every day 
for almost forty years, with such com
posure. Her life was ordered by the 
liturgical year. Every day and every 
year was laced through and held to
gether with the words and gestures, 
the religious constants, that mark the 
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conn ction between the atholic and 
his God. 

Another day, I had rushed to a 
noontime appointment with Dorothy 
Day .. . and found myself pending an 
uneasy half hour with Scott on the hall 
stairs until she cam down. Poor Scott, 
a boy from suburban Long Island , 
whos face was shadowed with soft 
stubble and perp tually bewildered 
expression just this side of terror . .. 
he'd been in and out of mental hos
pital . I don't know what he wa do
ing at Th Catholic Worker except 
that like ome others he didn't know 
where else to go. 

Wh n Dorothy came down, we sat 
at the table to fold newspapers-Scott 
beside her, I across from her. She 
remarked that doing something wi th 
his hands would be good for him. But 
Scott folded papers very badly, with 
no muscle, slowly ... until he forgot 
about it altogether. We are, she 
thought about this country, "doing 
penance." She gestured toward the 
world outside, and toward Scott
"drugs, mental illness .... " 

Dorothy Day was hard to interview. 
ot only because she was calJed to the 

phone and interrupted with great 
regularity-because she nonetheless 
managed to say a great deal in very 
few words-but because I was ob
sessed with the thought that she knew 
something about life that would make 
it suddenly, even radiantly clear-in 
the midst of the worn clothes and 
wounded bodies, in the midst of the 
Lenas and Scotts of this world. 

We talked about the world. She was 

neither optimistic nor pessimistic with
out qualification. The times were dif
ferent from when the Catholic Worker 
had b gun-violent and harsh, and 
the Worker was in the middle of it. 
But she was hopeful because of peo
ple like Cesar Chavez and Vinobe 
Bhave, the "walking saint" of India. 
Though many of the ideals of the 
Worker have come to be ideals of the 
young today-pacifism, the struggle 
for social justice, a movement back to 
the land , and the creation of com
munes where people work together 
and share everything in common-she 
has reservations about them. "Self
indulgence .. . " she fumbled for the 
right words to describe her uneasiness. 

Even though Dorothy Day is an 
unqualified paci fist (the Catholic 
Worker remained so throughout 
World War II and members of a 
House of Hospitality on the West 
Coast burned copies of the paper 
when it declared its opposition to the 
U.S. entrance into the war) , she 
quoted Gandhi as saying that second 
best to non-violence is violence in the 
cause of people, and she recently 
wrote the introduction to a book 
about Camilo Torres, the martyred 
revolutionary priest of Colombia. 

The last day I spent at the First 
Street Worker, Dorothy Day had gone 
on a speaking tour and to see her 
great-grandchildren in New England. 
I missed her. The stale human smells, 
the dulJed eyes and raw souls, the 
soiled rags-all of it was beginning to 
close in on me. She had given it focus, 
now it was becoming a blur. 

Th e "W orker" ( left , 
the editorial offi ce) is at 
the root of present-
day radical Catholicism . 
(Right ) A volunteer 
prepares salad for 
dinner. 
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The Catholic Worker farm is twenty-three miles from Poughkeepsie on a wooded hill
side overlooking the Hudson River. No one has to u;ork there, ne r;ertheless, the chickens 
get cared for, small garden plots get planted, loaves of f re~h bread get baked, and food 
for fifty people prepared three times a day . 
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Lena, with her hand held out, pro
claimed her innocence. ''I've always 
been honest. Stupid sometimes. But 
honest." "No, Lena," sa id Kathy. 
"You're an actress." Somehow, through 
the smoke in the room, I became 
aware that a woman sitting next to me 
waiting for the Friday night collo
quium to begin ("for the clarification 
of thought,'' Peter had said ), was 
well, even expensively, dressed. I was 
startled by it, shocked by it. 

Lena asked if I had a house, a place 
for her to stay for the night. I 
imagined taking Lena on the subway 
and moving the shuffling, hostile 
woman from subway to subway, and 
up the hill to my apartment house 
through the wet windy night .. . and 
then the hulk of Lena lying on the 
hall Roor, and shuffling through the 
hall from room to room, picking up 
blankets, pillows and tra iling them 
like a heavy tra in behind her. I mur
mured something incoherent. John 

said he hated living on the streets. 
Lena said no, you just have to "think 
right." 

I wonder if the Catholic Worker 
isn't a habit for some people. I met 
people who held it in contempt, and 
yet-I met them there, at the Worker. 
I met others who were uncertain 
about what they were there for and 
whether anything much had ever 
really been accomplished. And yet the 
Worker is at the root of present-day 
radical Catholicism. Dan Berrigan re
members growing up with it. And 
Michael Harrington, the man who 
made America aware of poverty in the 
early sixties, lived with the poor for 
two years at the Catholic Worker. 

They sit around in the big front 
room at the Catholic Worker's farm, 
Tivoli, north of New York City, the 
room that smells of wood, old furni
ture and books. They sit there and 
talk, or sing songs to the children, or 
just rest quietly. People pass in and 
out-young people looking for a com
mune, old people looking for a home, 
people who just want to take some 
time to discover what it's all about. 

"It's more like a retreat," said one 
critic I talked with. The Catholic 
Worker is supposed to be creating an 
alternative vision of society, and yet 
none of the 15, 16, 18 ( no one know 
how many ) houses of hospitality and 
farms are self-supporting. They de
pend on, as someone put it, "charity," 
or as Dorothy puts it, "grace." In 
New York they beg vegetables every 
Monday morning from the whole ale 
vegetable markets. The vegetables, 
the money come from the larger so
ciety with all its moral, and mostly 
immoral, ambiguities. In the la t 
analys is the Catholic Worker is de
pendent on the world it seems to 
want to supersede. It is as much a 
part of the corruption of the world as 
even the first Christian communities 
must have been. 

I wanted to ask Dorothy Day about 
that. I wanted to ask, "Don't you think 
there is something 1101ier than thou,' 
self-righteous, and therefore i olating 
about your moral stance?" But I 
couldn't find the words because he 
was so far from self-righteous. 

Anyway, I'm certain she's thought 
about it. In the midst of the motley, 
bewildering mix that i the Catholic 
vVorker, the grubbing, wavering effort 
to imita te Jesus in a world where you 
have to be a fool to even try, in pite 
of infinite faith , and definite fam e, 
she's thought about it all. • 
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DOMINICAN 
self-development 

CHARLES E. BREWSTER 

I N 1953 A MISSIONARY in the Domini
can Republic wrote that the coun
try no longer has "the glamour of 

remoteness" and is "now on the every
day route of hundreds of pleasure
bound tourists and commercial trav
elers." But in 1971 when I mentioned 
to an Englishman in the Caribbean 
island of Antigua that my next stop 
was Santo Domingo he replied , "By 
George, does anyone go there any
more?" 

My purpose was to learn what I 
could of how Christians attempt to 
remain true to their mission in a tight 
situation. Not that the Dominican Re
public is as "tight" as Brazil or Haiti 
(to name two at random). The oppo
sition spokesman, Juan Bosch, former 
President, appears regularly on TV to 
criticize the government. He almost 
always is allowed to appear after a 
speech by President Joaquin Balaguer. 
But those who lack the support of his 
popular following are more vulnera
ble. So far this year, according to 
LatinAmerica Press, a student was 
killed during a demonstration, school 
buildings have been machine-gunned 
by police, the bodies of several gov
ernment critics have been found , 
Communist and MPD party leaders 
have been arrested, and there are re
ports of torturing of political prisoners. 

The Rev. Henry Atkins, a orth 
American missionary with the Episco
pal Church, says that in the Domini
can Republic, "We are constantly 
asked to think in political terms. You 
are careful of whom you write to. 
The phones are tapped. If you don't 
know people there are things you don't 
talk about." He says people are con·· 
stantly arrested "for no reason at all" 
and that the neighborhood police 
think of the school nearby as "a 

Berkeley" and shoot it up accordingly. 
Atkins is quick to concede that the 
political situation is worse in nearby 
Haiti; his parish at San Andreas 
serves not only Dominicans squatting 
on someone else's land but Haitians 
escaping over the border. 

A few weeks prior to my arrival in 
the Dominican Republic the editor of 
the evening newspaper "Ultima Hora," 
Miss Aleyda Fernandez was accused 
by police of hiding criminals in her 
house and charged with being a mem
ber of the Dominican Popular Move-

Rev. Raymundo Garcia, Ex
ecutive Secretary of the Do
minican Evangelical Church, 
plays an important role in the 
pro;ect at San Pedro de 
Macoris. 

ment ( MPD ), a Marxist-Leninis t 
group. Other journalists also report 
intimidation and threats. 

On the other hand, the Episcopal 
bishop ( who is Atkins' superior and 
also a North American ) denied 
strongly that the Balaguer government 
is a dictatorship "unless you broaden 
the meaning of that term so much 

that it can take in almost anything." 
The director of Church World Ser
vice; Mr. Klaus Klawitter, insists 
there is absolute freedom of the press 
in the Dominican Republic. 

Almost all, however, are agreed 
that there has been and still is far 
too much American involvement in 
the Dominican Republic. A United 
Presbyterian missionary, the Rev. 
Donald Dodd, says flatly, "We're over 
here to keep people from having their 
legitimately elected government." 

The United States has generally as
sumed that the Dominican Republic 
was its backyard. Well, maybe a sand
lot backyard . The country is known 
to many Americans chiefl y as a source 
for baseball talent in the major 
leagues . The New York Mets have so 
many Dominicans and other Carib
bean Latins in their farm system that 
they've hired a full-time English 
teacher for them. 

The country is also known as the 
scene of periodic exercises by the Ma
rines. In 1965 President Lyndon John
son decided he preferred Joaquin 
Balaguer to Juan Bosch as leader of 
the Republic so in went the Marines. 
Before that, they were there for eight 
years up to 1924. At one time the 
Dominicans even asked the U.S. Con
gress to take over the country as a 
protectorate. The Congress refused. 

American churches have also had 
trouble conceiving of the Dominican 
Republic as a "foreign" country. When 
in 1921 five mission boards formed the 
Board for Christian Work in Santo 
Domingo only one, that of the United 
Brethren in Christ ( later, the Evangel
ical United Brethren ) had the word 
"foreign" in its title. The rest were 
the Board of Home Missions and 
Church Extension of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, the Woman's Home 
Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, the Woman's Board 
of Home Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United Sta tes of Amer
ica, and the Board of Home Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America. The seal of 
the United Presbyterian Board of Na
tional Missions, prominently displayed 
in the Interchurch Center, still indi
cates the same light blue fo r the U.S. 
and the D .R. Apparently, only the 
United Brethren ever asked what a 
"home mission" board was doing in a 
foreign country. 

Despite the somewhat colonialist 
mentality of this arrangement, the 
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(Top ) Th e view from the roof of the 
new school building at Sa n Ped.ro 

de Macor£s. New homes, many can
st ructed w ith concrete blocks made i11 

the cooperative, show w hat 
people can do together for themselves if 

giuen half achance. (Below) The Rev. 
Edmon~l Desuerza, a young E piscopal 

priest, talks with two long-time members 
of the pro;ect about the school w hich 

has been eight years in construction. 
(Opposite page) Slum youngsters i11 

Santo Domingo run their 
own athle tics program . 
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persons who made up the Board for 
Christian Work in Santo Domingo ( re
ferring to the country, not just the 
capital city) were in other ways ahead 
of their time. They believed Protes
tant work would suffer from compet
ing denominationalism. They didn't 
believe in exporting differences, so 
they started right off with a united 
Church. The arduous task of achiev
ing united Churches in other coun
tries is a commentary on their vision. 

The Board also planned a fourfold 
program of evangelistic, medical, edu
cational and social work. They kept to 
a minimum the number of foreign 
( that is, American ) personnel. Today 
there is only one missionary with the 

4,000-member Church, the Rev. 
Donald Dodd. The other ministers 
are all Dominicans. 

The emphasis on ecumenism and 
indigenous leadership has had its price 
in terms of publicity. With only in
direct contacts with the Methodist and 
Presbyterian Churches and with very 
few missionaries over the years the 
Evangelical Church of the Dominican 
Republic is one of the least known 
foreign Churches in the U.S. 

Observers of the small Church 
sometimes suggest that its history has 
deprived it of the chance to find its 
identity in relation to other confes
sional bodies. Missionary Dodd says 
the Church doesn't know if it is Meth
odist or Presbyterian, that it lacks the 
representational strength of Presby
terianism and the firm direction of 
Methodism. There is no bishop, and 
leadership is on a rotating basis. The 
current Executive Secretary is the Rev. 
Raymundo Garcia. 

The Rev. Henry Atkins says the 
Evangelical Church lacks the appeal 
to ritual of Catholicism or the appeal 
to emotionalism of the Pentecostals. 
Dominicans, he claims, don't care to 
sit through those sermons and want 
more involvement in their worship. 

Dodd has spent a good deal of time 
doing a little amateur sociology of 
the Evangelical Church. He notes that 
while 50 per cent of the country's pop
ulation is under fifteen years old, the 
Church itself is much older. He is par
ticularly concerned with what he calls 
mono-member families, that is, con
gregations in which a significant pro
portion of the members are the only 
persons in their families to belong to 
the Church. In one church of 88 fami
lies, 47 are "mono-members ." Another 
congregation of 39 had 22 from "mono
mem ber" families. He concludes the 
Church is weak from the standpoint of 
family participation. 

Dodd and his wife live in a modest 
four-room house on the edge of a slum 
on the outskirts of Santo Domingo and 
they spend most of their time travel
ling around quietly pushing family 
planning programs in this country of 
4 million persons. "Over fifty percent 
of deaths," he says, "occur to children 
under 5 years of age. The hospitals 
are geared to those with money. The 
public hea lth system is not free from 
politics so the money that is supposed 
to be spent really goes to the wrong 
hands." Although a few hospitals run 
by nuns have refused fam ily planning 



progr ms, Dodd f els that Catholics 
quite int r ted. ne group call d 

hri tian Family 1ov ment even 
u contrac ption. priest was 

on th fir t board formed for family 
planning. Th r are now thirty go -
mm nt- pon or d family planning 

programs. 
Dodd took me through s veral of 

the wor t !um ar a by car. In one 
area dingy hacks were Jin d up be
hind modem four-story apartment 
buildings. It was a pitiful attempt by 
the gov mment to hide the pov rty. 
Dodd aid it was a "tough area" and 
that w wouldn't stay long. v e 
park d in front of a Y 1C , built only 
a few ears ago but now with all its 
' indow knocked out, glass ver -
wher , and no "Y" peopl around. 

pparcntly, the "Y" leaders left wh n 
their program was not accept d by 
the local youngster . But here, sur
pri ingly, wer the kid th mselves 
running their own program, with a 
full chedul of classes and two s w
ing machin . Th y put on a "judo" 
exhibition for our ben fit. thin 

oung t r with ill-formed t eth was 
the group poke man , a natural leader 
who impressed both of us, although 
only Dodd could und r tand him. 
Dodd told me this was th fir t he 
had heard that such a thing was going 
on h r and he wanted to do what he 
could to help the youngsters clean 
up th gla and get more ewing 
machines. 

This unexpected encounter with 
elf-development was a good prepa

ration for my visit to the project at 
San Pedro de Macoris. For ther , in 
a much more organized and financed 
ituation, the Church is essentially 

trying to do on a large scale what the 
!um young ters were trying to do at 

the "Y." The people are taking control 
of their own world. 

Th World Council of Church put 
41,000 into the project at San Pedro 

de Macori la t year and has in the 
pa t ent everal technical experts, but 
the project essentialJy is the brain
child of the Rev. Edmond De uerza, an 
Epi copal prie t who says: ''The Chris
tian mes age cannot be a me sage 
divorc d from concrete actions." 

Edmond didn't start out to create 
on of the most significant projects 
funded by the World Council in self
development. He started out to teach 
Bible and religion for the Episcopal 
Church in Barrio Japon on the fringe 
of an Pedro de Macoris. ( The 

Dominicans often name their neigh
borhoods after foreign countries.) 
Then he saw the need for a clinic and 
got the h Ip of the owner of a n arby 
farm. Those involv d in the clinic 
th n saw how desp rate w re the co
nomic and health conditions of the 
people, most of whom had moved to 
the urban fringe from rural areas . 

nemployment reached 60 p r cent at 
times . 

ow eight ears later there are 
more than 300 people directly in
volved as members of the program. 
Edmond estimates that nearly 8,000 
people ar affected by the program 
in one way or another. The emphasis 
is on preventive medicine, primary 
schooling, adult education, popular 
theater groups, vocational training, 
onstruction of concrete blocks for 

houses, and fami ly orientation pro
grams. upport has come chiefly from 
the \ orld Council of Churches, but 
local initiative comes from the enter 
for cumenical Planning and Action. 

1ost importantly, the project helps 
people make decisions that directly 
affect them. There is a 24-man en
tral ommittee-there could be a bet
ter name for that in this strid ntly 
anti-Communist country-to which 
the people lect representative . I met 
the vice-presiden t on a scaffolding at 
the partially completed school where 
he had his plaster spatula in hand. 
The President of the committee, a 
man with a rural background, proudly 
bowed me his home which he had 

built by himself from chicken wire 
and concrete and painted In gay pastel 
colors. 

As we passed by an open window 
in the school a youngster was singing 
aloud before the class and using broad 
gestures. It was almost embarras ingly 
overdone, but Edmond explained that 
this teaches self expression. "The 
' orth of the individual is omething 
you cannot learn in traditional pater
nali t patterns where the people are 
on the receiving end and never know 
what is happening and how decisions 
are made," he said. 

There i a certain amount of risk 
in challenging the established patterns 
and Desuerza is aware of them. He 
was arrested just two weeks prior to 
my arrival on a phony but intimida
ting charge of passing out Communist 
literature. "I don't see how one can 
avoid risks," says Edmond, who has 
two daughters ages six and eight, "but 
at the same time one must avoid try-

ing to b come a martyr." As we drove 
into an Pedro, Edmond asked some
one how the weath r had been lately. 
"Oh, Padre, it's b en fairly hot lately. 

nseasonal." D suerza knew to be 
careful. 

While Edmond was in jail he was 
visited by H nry Atkins and by the 
Rev. Raymundo Garcia, of the Evan
gelica l hurch and Director of the 
Dominican enter for Ecumenical 
Planning and Action . Edmond has 
nothing but praise for Garcia. Of the 
older man, Edmond says, "He always 
expresses a pastoral concern for the 
rest of the hurch, that we not go too 
fast and lose the rest of the Church. 
He is very important to us." 

But Garcia hims lf is modest , bout 
his part in this and says his coopera
tion with th C nter fo r Ecumenical 
Planning and Action is chiefly per
sonal and not so much as representa
tive of the Evangelical Church. He 
admits that most of the ministers in 
his church "don't know so much 
about" the San Pedro de Macoris 
project but he is convinced in time 
they will b involved in this form of 
mission . "It takes a long term process," 
he says . "It is necessary to take time." 

Yes, it takes a long time, but the 
project in an Pedro de Macoris is a 
model for the way the Church can 
move from patterns of paternalism to 
self-development. • 
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PHIL HOMER-Volunteers d iscuss the United Presbyterian program 

un eers 
-Crystal Nelson is an unmarried 

blonde of 23, with a Bachelor's degree 
in Child Dramatics from the Univer
sity of Washington. 

-Larry Rublee, at 24 a slightly 
built conscientious objector, is single 
and college-trained, with a back
ground of Peace Corps service in 
India. 

-Marjorie Richardson, a widow 
who wears glasses under short gray
ing hair, has raised four children and 
earned a Master's degree during her 
54 years. 

Life and circumstance have sent 
these three over vastly different ter
rain. Except for a measured idealism 
and a shared Christian faith (ex
pressed, nevertheless, with marked 
differences) , they have little in com
mon. 

One is from the cosmopolitan West, 
another from the semi-rural East, the 
third from little-town, Middle Ameri
ca. They line up from sure of their 
future and secure, to almost sure and 
reasonably secure, to not quite sure 
and blinking. 

Still, both literally and figuratively, 
they have come to the same place: To 
Buckhorn, Kentucky and to the world 
of voluntary service. It is a world 

whose enthusiastic citizenry is grow
ing and seizing incorrigibly big prob
lems by the scruff of the neck. 

With Crystal Nelson, Larry Rublee 
and Marjorie Richardson at Buck
horn, amid the dreariness of Appa
lachia, are four other volunteers car
ing for "functionally retarded" chil
dren at low pay and less glamor. 

And with them in spirit, around the 
globe, are unnumbered thousands
Christians and non-Christians, Ameri
cans and others- who believe that 
helping one's fe llow man is worth it. 

Fully 26,000 volunteer positions are 
listed currently by the Commission on 
Voluntary Service & Action, a 
UNESCO affiliate. Perhaps surprising
ly, for some, respondees are lining up. 

"More than ever before, people 
want to commit themselves to others," 
says the Reverend William H . Miller, 
who is both chairman of CVSA and 
director of Voluntary Service for the 
United Presbyterian Commission On 
Ecumenical Mission and Relations, 
and its sister agency-the Board of 
National Missions. 

"Those people aren't willing merely 
to editorialize on world conditions. 
They want to do something-either 
for traditional Christian reasons or for 
more humanistic reasons. 

"To me, 'people power' could have 
no better meaning." 

Year 1970 saw 5,603 volunteers 
serve in 500-plus Presbyterian pro
grams, contributing some 1,000 hours 
here and abroad . Such volunteers in
cluded collegians and retirees, profes
sional people and craftsmen. Some ful
fi lled one- or two-year terms; others 
devoted several summer weeks. 

Their "gift of service" was given 
from Alaska to Puerto Rico; from 
Beirut to Korea. They painted 
churches, and pulled teeth, and taught 
slow-learning pupils. 

Dr. and Mrs. G. E. Finley, a black 
couple from Oklahoma City, had 
made several leisure trips to Africa. 
Last summer, they were encouraged 
by their pastor to offer some short
term volunteer service; and so it was 
that they travelled at their own ex
pense to Mizan Teferi, Ethiopia. 

The mission station they went to 
provides the only medical care in a 
population area of 2,000,000-where 
95 percent of the tribesmen suffer wi th 
malaria, and 16 lepers can be counted 
per square mile. So, to understate, the 
American physician was needed. 

After a month's "instant missionary" 
duty, the Finleys returned with new 
respect for the church abroad and a 
determination to recruit other doctors 
for this summer. 

"When you have to leave, it hurts," 
said Dr. F inley. 
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A Kansas City, Missouri surgeon, 
Dr. Terry E . Lilly, Jr ., donated time 
to relieve a career missionary surgeon 
-also in Ethiopia. Shocked to find 
himself the only surgeon for 1,000,000 
people, he vowed to Premier Haile 

elassi that he wou ld seek U .. doc
tors for service there. 

Later, Dr. Lilly wrote to a prospect: 
"I am more convinced than ever that 
Americans would rather give of their 
own selves, and to a personal cause, 
than to massive, wasteful and imper
sonal federal aid programs." 

Keith and Paula Eble-just-
marrieds, he between college and 
graduate school-were inspired to 
donate most of a year to predominant
ly black Mary Holmes Junior College 
in West Point, Mississippi . Mrs. Eble 
helped the accounting department 
while her husband did maintenance 
work. 

The Ebles have now returned to 
"normal" life in Morgantown, \"lest 
Virginia, and to raising a baby boy. If 
the husband's career takes him 10,000 
miles from Mary Holmes, the volun
teer service nevertheless benefitted 
both him and the institution . 

Says 1r. Miller, recalling the pair : 
"They were humble about their abili
ties. They would have slept in a sleep
ing bag, gone anywhere. All they 
wanted was to be useful." 

"Useful ," "helpful," "giving people a 
chance," "showing Christ's love as best 
I can." The words and phrases recur 
often as one talks with volunteers. 
They recur among members of "the 
big family in the valley" at Buckhorn 
Children's Center, which cares for 24 
resident youth, plus some 65 living in 
the community. 

Buckhorn, Kentucky, population 1,-
025, has never been mistaken for San 
Francisco or even the nicest tiny town 
you know. But it has seen better days 
-many years ago, years when the 
Reverend Harvey Short Murdock was 
a paramount influence. 

Field secretary of an organization 
called E. 0 . Guerrant's Society of Soul 
\"!inners, Mr. Murdock was also the 
possessor of several talents and nota
ble initiative. He founded there a 
school, hospital, a model farm, an 
orphanage, a center for community 
activities, and a church. 

The church, of course, came first. 
And it still stands-rustically beauti
ful and big; but too big for today's 
approximately 50 members, down 
from about 900 during the 1920s, and 
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showing the signs of neglect and de
spair that show in other n arby build
ings and in nearby people's yes. 

When Mr. Murdock built his 
church, he used good white oak milled 
at his own mill. Community volun
teers, many of them skilled, did the 
work, taking time from their own 
rela tively successfu l farmin g, or tim
ber growing and sell ing. 

But gone is the good white oak, and 
gone are the majority of skilled work
ers. In place of the oak can be seen 
junk cars and drab gray houses, many 
sagging. An attractive ranch home 
overlooks the Children's Center, the 
home owned by a businessman who 
drives across the mountains to a better 
town. But he is decidedly an excep
tion. 

Most of the rest have moved to Cin
cinnati and Lexington , there to seek 
jobs and security. And, candidly, why 
not? The nearest doctor, hospital, fire 
department, policeman, movie house, 
college, etc., are 30 mile or more 
away. A drnnken brawl is the com
munity's to handle. Ditto a fire. 

If your name is Linda Berger, and 
you're seven months pregnant, you 
approach THE day hoping the narrow 
mountain roads won't be rain-slicked. 
Because you-the wife of David 
Berger, director of Buckhorn Chil
dren's Center-will have your second 
chi ld in Lexington, two hours distant 
by car. 

Hear from Crystal Nelson and 
Clarice Wilsey-both 23, both trained 
profe sionals and Presbyterians, both 
of whom' came originally in 1969 with 
a summer team from Seattle: 

Crystal- "There are many reasons 
why you do what you do. But all my 
decisions are based on the fact that I 
want a meaningful life. I want to go 
where God leads-where I can do the 
most good." 

Clarice- "When I was in college 
(also the University of Washington ), 
I couldn't be a card-carrying, placard
toting radical. That didn't mean, 
though, that I cou ldn't do something 
to improve things in my own way." 

And Mrs. Richardson of Traverse 
City, Michigan, while wanting "to see 
as many things and do as many things 
as possible, before the rocking chair 
gets me," is motivated much like her 
younger associates . 

"I like to believe I am a non-verbal 
Christian-that is, I don't spend much 
time discussing the faith ," says Mrs. 
Richardson, who occasionally misses 

the concerts and the privacy of her 
"other" life. "Sti ll , I try to live on the 
premi e that fa ith without works is 
not much of a faith. 

"Which is why I understand the 
new attitudes among the young. There 
was a concern for other people in my 
younger days-but I must say it was 
largely academic. So I'm glad this has 
happened to me." 

It would be difficult to dispute the 
national surge of concern and self
sacrifice, as illustra ted by volunteers. 
But what lies back of it? 

Some observers trace it to President 
John F. Kennedy, creator of the Peace 
Corps-which predated the Job Corps 
and other volunteer efforts born in the 
middle 1960s. Mr. 1iller, who has di
rected Presbyterian volunteer work 
for ten years, saw the number of vol
unteers rise during 1961-66 from 250 
to nearly 6,000 per year. 

If the JFK influence was consider
able, it is also likely that Americans 
then, as now, had become surfeited 
with materialism. This reaction against 
the two cars- two TVs lifestyle has 
doubtless been strengthened by op
position to the Indochinese War ; by 
the rea lization that only the God of 
Ideology wins when people kill one 
another instead of helping one an
other. 

The threat of nuclear annihila tion ; 
the wony over ecology-these reasons 
and others, some inexpressible, de
scribe why many Americans are liv
ing out the words "What the world 
needs now is love, sweet love." 

To be sure, Presbyterian leaders 
hope that the volunteer phenomenon 
means, in part, that people are seeing 
the church deal significantly with so
ciety's most serious problems, and are 
thus returning to the fa ith and the 
church. 

Naturally, some non-idealistic and 
very human reasons exis t among vol
unteers. The urge to meet new friends, 
to travel and partake of the excite
ment of change-these, too, are found 
at Buckhorn and elsewhere. 

Ruth Coppock, another Seattle 
product of 23 and a trained nurse, 
admits to being "an adventuring spirit" 
as well as a purposeful Christian . 
Crystal elson, whose knowledge of 
puppetry and rol -playing helps her 
direct the day care center, values the 
"freedom to experiment that is not 
found in many highly structured, 
middle-class schools." 

And Larry Rublee, de pite his 



Peace Corps work in India, has a very 
practical reason for being at Buckhorn : 
"Rather than change bedpans at some 
hospital, this was a good place to serve 
my alternate service," says the con
scientious objector from Orchard 
Park, New York. 

Nevertheless, idealism is the thread 
that ties Buckhorn to the volunteers, 
in one way or another. Example, Jim 
Nelson-another CO; bean.led; soft
voiced; newly married ; and, while the 
oldest in point of service, in his first 
position following college in mid-state 
Pennsylvania. 

A forrn er industrial arts major, Jim 
teaches boys to make furniture. How
ever, they are boys who as infants may 
have been brain-damaged because of 
lacking food ; or at leas t have gone 
without good childhood training. 
Hence, much of their teacher's instruc
tion is motivational, attitudinal. 

"My main disappointment is some 
boys who aren't able to make them
selves happy, so they make others un
happy," says Jim Nelson. "The big
ge t joy is when one of them makes 
just a little progress, after a long time 
of trying. That can make my day." 

In several ways, voluntary service is 
not what it once was. For one thing, 
increasingly complex problems re
quire increasingly sophisticated vol
unteers. High schoolers , for example, 
aren't used too often, due to their in
experience. 

Another difference in current-day 
volunteering-Presbyterian-style - is 
that local judicatories do much of the 
requesting and screening of prospects, 
using criteria set forth in their strategy 
of mission. 

"Our division is as invisible as it can 
make itself," says Mr. Miller. 'W e try 
to link human resources with a need . 
We pay an occasional travel expense 
for persons without the means, but the 
main program money comes from 
Presbyterian units around the coun
try." 

Self-determination, too, with all its 
good qualities, has created the need 
for new approaches. A few years ago, 
during the heyday of civil rights 
marches, whites flocked to black 
ghettos to give of themselves while 
atoning for the sins of white racism. 

ow, another mood prevails. Black 
pride, desirable and exciting to view, 
has curtailed the enthusiasm of many 
whites working in the old ways. And 
the same problem applies concerning 
Indians and Indian projects-cur-

rently the most-desired kind of volun
teer service. 

The Reverend J. Wilbur Patterson, 
chief associate of Mr. Miller: "We 
must consider the effect of a great 
number of volunteers, not Indian, 
being sent to an Indian reservation. 
There may be a need for them, and 
the Indians may request the help, but 
the way it is given has never been 
more important." 

Thus it goes. In today's volunteer 
may be found the missionary of to
morrow-going for brief service; less 
a preacher than a technician with 
Christian principles; able to return 
and convince his local church of the 
gospel's challenges abroad. 

Age, though a barrier in some cases, 
is never a barrier as such. In fact, the 
future may see more of the professor 
or engineer who, after a long stateside 
career, puts his las t healthy years to 
excellent use in Africa and Asia . 

( Left ) Headstart chil
dren in North 
Carolina learn from a 
volunteer from Was/1 -
ington, Pa ., the proper 
way to brush teeth . 
(Below) A Health 
Fair truck in Orgas, 
W est Virginia . 

A true story is told of a physician, 
age 74, schedu1ed to give voluntary 
service at Sage Memorial Hospital, 
part of Ganado Mission in Northern 
Arizona. At the last minute, a wire ar
rived saying the doctor's stint would 
have to be delayed : He had hurt him
self, ice-skating. 

And even those who cannot volun
teer, sometimes, volunteer help to vol
unteers. A wife with small children 
wanted to serve for a month, then 
found she couldn't get free. Where
upon she did part-time work at home, 
to send another volunteer in her place. 

Dr. Kenneth G. Neigh, general sec
retary of the U.P. Board of National 
Missions, has said that American 
churches must answer for permitting 
laymen to "hole up" in the sanctuary. 

If that is true, it must likewise be 
true that laymen are working to re
verse the trend, in the rewarding 
world of voluntary service. 
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and Randle Dew explains one 
United Methodist approach 

T HE UNITED METHODIST VOLUNTARY 

SERVICE is in its third year. Randle 
B. Dew, executive secretary of 

the Department of Voluntary Service, 
National Division, Board of Missions, 
described the program in the Novem
ber 1969 World Outlook ("Which 
Side Are You On?"). Recently reflect
ing on voluntary service, Mr. Dew 
had this to say: 

". . . In the traditional voluntary 
service programs, the volunteers are 
predominantly white middle-class 
young adults. Voluntarism of this type 
is a middle-class phenomenon , for 
"you have to be able to afford being 
a volunteer." These young, pre-profes
sionals take their idealism many 
places to act as generalists to help 
people, not asking what their coun
try can do for them but what they 
can do for their country. 

"And I suppose, good work is done 
and some persons are helped . But 
there are two interesting by-products. 
One is an increasing rejection by com
munity people of the young volun
teer-'you are not needed and you 
are no longer wanted.' The second 
by-product is a radicalization process 
among the young volunteers that the 
system does stink and this includes 
the voluntary service sending system. 
In early September a Chicago paper 
reported on a group of young radicals 

26 [ 392) 

meeting in their area-The Committee 
of Returned Volunteers-who now 
tum thumbs down on the Peace 
Corps. 

"Having been unceremoniously 
turned out of the b lack ghetto, the 
young volunteer has now turned his 
eyes toward the American Indian. 
About half of the requests for service 
seem to be on behalf of Indians . Vine 
Deloria in his book, Custer Died For 
Your Sins, reports a chief on a reserva
tion as saying 'Things are so bad that 
we look ou t each morning to see who's 
coming to help us next.' 

"A similar situation is the youth 
group of First Church which wants to 
go somewhere, for one to four weeks 
of service. Usually Indians are the 
target. Now I know hometown gets 
boring and it certainly would be a 
wonderful learning experience to go 
somewhere to do something for some
body (especially if he's an Indian ). 
But the hard truth of the matter is 
that such service projects quite often 
end up exploiting the missional situa
tion as the youth group demands more 
in preparation, supervision and re
construction (a fter they're gone) than 
they can possibly give in shor t-terrn 
service. This is not to say such ser
vice is bad, but it is to raise questions 
about it. ... 

"Authentic voluntarism is primarily 

limited to one's own or a similar 
community or to one's own particular 
frame of reference. 

"The young of our church, primar
ily white, middle-class, and our mis
sion specialists as well must focus 
upon their own community, subu rban 
America. This is our greatest mission 
field. Alienation, loneliness, meaning
lessness, prejudice, hate, fear abound 
in suburbia. As well as, and perhaps 
more so than "deprived" neighbor
hoods, middle America is the field 
white unto harvest. While the Third 
World may attract our sympathy, 
these folk have a lot going for them
a humaness that many of us middle
class people have forgotten and they 
may solve their own problems if we 
stay off their backs and give only 
proper aid. 

"The young generalist volunteer 
must stay out of the inner city, off the 
reservation and away from so-called 
needy people. Don't go unless you 
have professional skill to offer and 
be extremely careful how that skill is 
offered and utilized . 

"Again, voluntarism must primarily 
be indigenous to its own community. 
Interestingly enough this is a part 
of the experience of United Method
ist Voluntary Service. It hasn't hap
pened before in voluntary service 
programs but one half of the 594 per
sons we identify as volunteers are 
from ethnic minority groups and most 
of the total are indigenous persons, 
volunteers working in their own com
muni ties." 

Among the indigenous UMVS vol
unteers, there are blacks, Spanish
Americans and Indian-Americans. 
Black volunteers serve in Kansas City; 
Breman, Georgia; Orangeburg and 
Charleston, South Carolina; Syracuse, 
New York, and Newark, New Jersey. 

Two young women, both Indians, 
work with Indian groups in Washing
ton, D.C., researching and visiting In
dian schools and lobbying for Ind ian 
legislation on educational matters. 
Other Indian volunteers work in 
Robeson County, North Carolina ; 
Tulsa and Anadarko, Oklahoma. 

One of the more controversial 
groups of volunteers is Los Vo lunta
rios de l Valle Rio Grande, ten Spanish
speaking persons in south Texas . The 
Spanish-speaking Task Force for 
UMVS visi ted Los Voluntarios and 
assessed their work : 

1 ) Many direct services are pro
vided the poor of the valley. These in-



elude legal aid, health services, assis
tance with welfare, social security 
and income tax problems, community 
organization, communication referra ls 
and emergency services. 

2) Morale has been lifted among 
many Mexican-Americans. Attitudes 
of hopelessness are being changed. 
Attitudes of self-determina tion and 
self-help are increasing. Hope is born 
anew. 

3) Impact has been made upon 
portions of the Rio Grande Confer
ence. The project has served as a 
rallying point for developing concerns 
for social justice. A recent South Dis
trict Conference spent hours discuss
ing the Biblical and Theological basis 
for a ministry of social involvement. 
More than one pas tor has said, "This 
has been a conversion experience for 
me." 

4 ) The project has stimulated both 
positive and negative responses in the 
Anglo community. Early negative 
response catalyzed professional Mexi
can-Americans to support the project. 
Much of the negative response has 
disappeared and some positive actions 
have been undertaken by the Anglo 
community to develop similar service 
programs. 

The budget of Los Voluntarios does 
not provide for ten persons but be
cause four are willing to receive one
half subsistence, ten volunteers work 
as a team under the direction of a 
local task force composed of farmer
worker people and personnel from the 
Rio Grande Conference. Activities in
clude : 

-handling correspondence and fol
low up resulting from the radio 
program 

-publishing a bi-weekly all Span
ish language newspaper ( the only 
one in the valley) 

-providing general intake inter
views at service center 

-assisting with and interpreting 
work of a medical clinic 

-helping with a kindergarten 
-organizing to get sewers in the 

community 
-providing legal services 
-working with Mexican-American 

youth on repression issues 
-helping develop an urban re

newal program 
- assistance with welfare, social se

curity and income tax problems 
-providing translating and letter 

writing services 

Involved in these many actions are 
numerous issues of intolerance, re
pression and paternali sm. Los Volun
tarios concentrate upon self-develop
ment, self-reliance, self-determination 
and self-help. As services are provided 
Los Voluntarios remind each person 
"We don't want to become a part of 
the welfare system. We want to 
change the system so that you can 
get a job paying an adequate salary 
so you can pay for the services we 
and others now give. Let us work to
gether to change our community so 
that poverty is eliminated ." 

A favorite parable is one of two 
village fishermen. A hungry man asked 
a fish erman for food whereupon the 
fisherman, being kind-hearted, gave 
him a fish . This happened again and 
again and a beggar was created. An
other hungry man asked a second 
fisherman for food , and being a kind
hearted man, the fish erman taught the 
hungry man to fish. 

Mr. Dew says : "The accomplish
ments of Los Voluntarios are consid
erable. The value of the work is im
portant in terms of reconciliation. The 
most significant asp ct of the work 
is that it was created, designed , organ
ized, supervised and operated by 
Spanish-speaking people. The role of 
the Anglo throughout has been sup
porting, helping and assisting. This 
i the major lesson to be learned about 
programs of reconciliation ." • 

Mr. Pedro Gu;:;man, lr ft , a Mexican
A mr rican u;ho is a United Mr tliod ist 
' 'o/unteer Service ' Vorker, 
translates a legal document for a 
farm worker in l\fcA//en, Texas. 
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PATRICIA PATTERSON 

I WANT to tell you about a very 
persona~ human experience-
about how, for one intensely 

compelling week, I, as well as others, 
looked, like a helpless child, into the 
face of world history, and wept. 

It was the end of March 1971, and 
the soft spring rain and the golden 
forsythia were coming to Paris. The 
Peace Talks concerning the Vietnam 
War were at a stand-still, and the 
violent struggle in that remote little 
Asian land was still continuing after 
a generation of blood and ruin. The 
week before, the Paris newspapers 
had been full of stories about the con
fessions of American servicemen who 
had admitted to a variety of atroci
ties, and the Calley trial was within a 
week of closing. American airstrikes 
were about to be resumed on North 
Vietnam. 

Fifty American Christians from 
twenty states and nine denominations 
were in Paris participating in the 
Protestant Church Leaders Consulta
tion on Vietnam. From morning till 
midnight, we heard the myriad voices 
of Vietnam. The gentle Asian faces 
and the foreign Vietnamese tongue 
became almost familiar as the hours 
and days passed. 

Moving about Paris on the Metro, 
our group of fifty visited the head
quarters of the four parties to the 
Paris Peace Talks and saw the news
paper names and the television faces 
become real people. Madame Binh, 
Ambassador Bruce, Ambassador Lam, 
and Ambassador Xuan Thuy spoke to 
the group, and they and their depu
ties answered questions. The Provi
sional Revolutionary Government 
(Viet Cong ), the American delega
tion, the North Vietnamese, the Saigon 
group were no longer merely hard
line positions in negotiations that were 

Patricia Patterson is a Umted Methodist 
missionary In Japan . 
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not progressing. They were people ex
pressing their people's aspirations and 
plans. 

The outline of Vietnamese history 
took on clarity in the story of a people 
under French colonialist rule for near
ly a century, people who still dreamed 
of their own nation and the day when 
their country's name would appear on 
the map of the world. Our group 
heard about the Japanese occupation 
being replaced once again by French 
power, and then the end, at the battle 
of Dienbienphu. We saw the shape of 
events since the Geneva Accords in 
1954, when the Vietnamese nation, 
divided temporarily into two zones, 
was to have been reunited by elec
tions that were never permitted to 
occur. We caught glimpses of the way 
four American presidents had little by 
little involved the United States in 
the affairs of Indo-China. We trem
bled at the statistics of dead Viet
namese and Americans, maimed 
bodies, destroyed homes, and de
vastated countryside. 

There were more people to hear. 
Catholic priests proclaiming a new 
day of Catholic-Buddhist cooperation 
for the cause of peace--Buddhists 
acknowledging that they had become 
political and activistic because "you 
can't talk about inner peace when you 
don't work for the outer kind"-stu
dents calling for Vietnamese solutions 
to Vietnamese ,problems and an end 
to war-former South Vietnamese of
ficials expressing concern for free elec
tions in the South in October and 
longing for a government standing for 
peace and neutrality-a farmer and a 
peasant girl describing in patient, pas
sive tones their years of torture and 
torment in South Vietnamese prisons 
-Frenchmen confessing their errors 
in the past and sharing their insights 
and knowledge about Indo-China
and one Cambodian from the deposed 
Sihanouk government lashing out with 

vehement indignation at American in
terference in the affairs of his land 
and pleading for peace for his seven 
million countrymen. 

The message was unmistakable: 
The war must end now. Nobody can 
win a military victory. Only a po
litical solution is possible. A political 
solution must be a Vietnamese solu
tion. "Vietnamization" is immoral and 
designed to continue the war by 
"changing the color of the corpses." 
The United States must withdraw all 
of its forces . Negotiation can take 
place but not under current condi
tions. "America, save us from your 
salvation!" 

The face of world history during 
that week in Paris was primarily a 
Vietnamese face, and it was a com
posite-the face of monks and priests, 
politicians and diplomats, students 
and scholars, northerners and south
erners, old and young, women and 
men. But it was, above all, a tragically 
suffering, a proudly nationalistic, a 
gently strong face, carved out of un
told hardships and unspeakable de
struction but also out of dreams for 
the future. 

There was an hour when the sense 
of tragedy climaxed. We had listened 
to Madame Binh for two hours in a 
white French drawing room as she sat 
behind an exquisite oriental vase filled 
with red roses and tulips. Several Viet
namese paintings hung on the wall 
and a mantle decorated one end of 
the room. The words had poured out 
in Vietnamese and hung in the air un
known until her interpreters put them 
into English. The ambassador for the 
Provisional Revolutionary Govern
ment began with her country's history 
and hopes, discussed American peace 
proposals, and clarified the position 
which her people had set forth. She 
finished her speech, and we stood 
around talking as we ate a Vietnamese 
buffet lunch. 
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Six women frorn Indochina explain 
that "U.S. Jn1p rialism," not th American people, 

is their enemy. 

D OZEN OF POSTERS and banners 
d corated the Ontario Institute 

for tudie in Education, a modem 
skyscrap r on the edg of the Uni
versity of Toronto campus where 350 
U .. and anadian women were meet
ing with six socialist Indochinese 
women for a three-day conference 
aimed a t findings ways of ending the 
war. One po ter stood out: A smiling 
Asian woman' face appeared together 
' ith the words "The Vietnamese Peo
ple Are ot Our Enemies." 

The words had special signiEcance 
because Lt. William B. Calley had 
ju t been convicted of the murder of 
22 unam1ed, unre isting Vietnamese 
men, women and children at My Lai 
on March 16, 1968. In his Ena! state
m nt to the court , Calley said the 
Army n er told him that his enemies 
were human. The enemy was never 
described to him as "anything other 
than Communism. They didn't give it 
a rac , they didn't give it a sex, they 
didn't gi e it an age. They never let 
me believe it was just a philosophy in 
a man's ~ind . That was my enemy out 
th re ... 

"Deper onalization makes war pos
sible," said Kay amp, president of 
the mcrican section of \ Vomen's In
ternational League for Peace and 
Freedom ( WILPF ), one of the spon
sors of the conference. 

"Women trike for Peace ( W P ) 
believes no women are our enemies," 
~aid Cora Weiss, spokeswoman for the 
Committee of Lia ison with families of 

mcrican prisoner of war in orth 
Vietnam. "'\ Ve ca ll on all women to 
withdraw from support for this war." 

\V P and WILPF, plus a third 
sponsor, the Voice of Women, a a
nadian peace organization, had 
brought the Indochin se women to 
Toronto, ancouver and Montreal to 
permit a sharing of feelings and in
formation between them and North 
American women. 

Common Humanity 
The th me of a common humanity 

was evident from the outset. When the 
Indochinese women arrived at the air
port, they were presented with black 
sashes on which were printed the 
words : "Not our sons, not their sons." 

The six Indochinese women, two 
each representing the Women's Union 
of the Democratic Hepublic of Viet
nam (North Vietnam ), the Lao Pa
triotic V\Tomen's Association and the 
Women's Union for the Liberation of 
South Vietnam, had flown to Canada 
to persuade Americans that "U.S. im
perialism," not American people, was 
th eir enemy. They had reportedly 
walked for up to three months in order 
to leave Indochina via Hanoi to come 
to Canada. 

In workshop , two plenary sessions 
and a press conference the Indochi
nese, speaking through male inter
preters, discussed the effects of the 
wa r, conditions for peace, and the role 
of women in liberation movements in 
Indochina. 

Highly politicized, the women 
showed great determination and unity 
of purpose. They demanded immedi
ate and total withdrawal of American 
militarv and materiel from Indochina, 
disma~tling of all U.S. bases, an end 

to U.S . support for the "Thieu-Ky
Khiem regime" and self-determination 
for the Indochinese peoples. 

Vo Thi The, professor of literature 
at the Univer ity of Hanoi, accu ed 
President ixon of plannng "to pro
long the occupation of South Viet
nam" and said that the President's an
nouncement of a timetable for in
creased withdrawals of American 
troops was intended to "deceive pub
lic opinion." She also criticized the 
President's offer to withdraw all Gls 
when the other side does. "Where are 
we Vietnamese to w•thdraw to?" she 
asked. 

The North Vietnamese professor 
characterized as "sick and arrogant" 
President ixon' statement that the 
U.S. will remain in Vietnam until 
American prisoners of war are free. 
PO\ Vs are regarded as "war criminals" 
but treated humanely, she said. If 
Presiden t ixon sets th date for com
plete withdrawal by "a logical date in 
1971" talks on the release of POWs 
can proceed at once, she said. 

In response to a question , Vo Thi 
The said the Calley trial was "a kind 
of farce" design d as a cover-up for 
the ixon Administration's responsi
bility for the massacres in Vietnam. 

Another North Vietnamese delegate, 
1rs. Nguyen Thi Xiem, an obstetri

cian, showed slides of victims of pellet 
bombings and malformed ch ildren 
who e mothers had been exposed to 
chemical spraying during pregnancy. 

Effects of Bombing 
~1rs. Phan ~linh Hien, a young 

outh Vietnamese teacher, said that 
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in South Vietnam more than 220,000 
persons had been sprayed by toxic 
chemicals in 1970 alone. 

Hien said she was from Loe Phong 
village near Danang in Quangnam 
province. The village was destroyed 
by the U.S ., she said, and more than 
a thousand residents killed. Vast areas 
around her former village are now a 
no man's land as a result of bombing, 
she said, and many people live under
ground. 

Khampheng Boupha, one of the two 
Laotians, denounced U.S. bombing in 
Laos, which she said in one month 
was equivalent to the tonnage dropped 
on Hiroshima. Both women are pri
mary school teachers in "the liberated 
zone" whch they claimed was two 
thirds of Laos. The U.S. has bombed 
more than 2,000 schools in the forest, 
they said. 

Acknowledging no North Vietna
mese troops in their country, the 
Laotian women credited the Lao Pa
triotic Front with "complete victory" 
over the Americans and "Saigon pup
pet troops" in the Laos campaign in 
March. 

Mrs. Khemphet Pholsena, wife of a 
Pathet Lao soldier and mother of a 
ten-month-old child, outlined CIA ac
tivity in Laos, tracing its origin to the 
mid-fifties, when, she said, the CIA 
openly organized a political party in 
Laos. She said her father, Foreign 
Minister Quinin Pholsena of the first 
neutralist government, and her uncle 
were assassinated by the CIA in 1963. 

Mrs. Pholsena was the only delegate 
who spoke English. Most of the others 
spoke or understood French. 

Mrs. Dinh Thi Huong, a slight 46-

year-old housewife from Cat Hanh 
village in Binh Dinh province in South 
Vietnam, recounted the tortures she 
said she experienced while in Con Son 
- "hell on earth"-and other prisons 
from 1955 to 1961 : electrodes attached 
to sensitive parts of the body, beat
ings, pins driven under the fingernails, 
water and other tortures. She was de
tained in tiny windowless cells to
gether with as many as 32 other pris
oners, including Catholics and Bud
dhists active in the peace movement. 
The prisoners had a rice and salt diet 
but sometimes were given no food for 
several days, she recalled. 

She said she was eventually found 
innocent of the charge of being a 
member of an "anti-American organi
zation" but that upon her release, she 
joined the Women's Union, an NLF 
organization. Huong said her 19-year
old daughter had been arrested in 
1970 but she didn't know where she 
was jailed. Huong said that 100,000 
was a conservative estimate of the 
number of political prisoners in South 
Vietnam today. 

Pax Materna 
A message was read from Mrs. Ngo 

Ba Thanh, chairman of the Vietnam
ese Women's Movement for the Right 
to Life, in Saigon, which lamented the 
bombing, chemical warfare, the in
crease in prostitution and corruption, 
the plight of war orphans and widows, 
the torture of prisoners and the killing 
of brothers by brothers. She called for 
a "pax materna" (peace of mothers) 
for "there is no mother who is the 
enemy of another mother." 

Because of the war there are 400,-
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"Hearing firsthand 
the suffering and 
commitment of 
Indochinese 
women strength
ened the resolve 
of participants to 
end the war." 

000 prostitute in South Vietnam to
day, Hein stated. She charged that 
President Thieu, Vice-president Ky 
and Premier Khiem own many broth
els. 

A South Vietnamese student at Bryn 
Mawr College, Hien Huong Anh, rose 
from the audience at one point to 
condemn the "genocide" of the Viet
namese people. "In the past I was 
afraid of speaking out," she said, "but 
I can't stand by any longer." She said 
that "all classes" were now affected by 
the war and inflation and that long
silent non-communist groups in Saigon 
were openly opposing the Saigon gov
ernment and calling for immediate 
American withdrawal. 

All the Indochinese delegates in
sisted that they had "no choice but to 
fight until victory." "W e're fighting for 
our national alvation, for peace, in
dependence and freedom," em
phasized Hien. 

The women scoffed at the idea that 
their victory was dependent on the 
American peace movement. "We took 
up arms and didn't wai t for the U.S. 
anti-war movement to stop the war," 
one said . 

And the role of women in revolu
tion in Indochina? More than 50 per
cent of the South Vietnamese women 
form "the long hair army" of demon
strators against Gls, Hien boasted. In 
the Provisional Revolutionary Govern 
ment, the political arm of the Viet
cong, women serve in the administra
tion from the village level to the high
e t posts, she said. fadame Binh is 
NLF negotiator a t the Paris talks; an
other woman is deputy commander in 
chief of the liberation forces. 

(Left) Laotians Mrs . Khempl1<'l Plwls<'na and K/wmpheng Boupha arrive in Toronto. 
( Below) South Vietnam<'S<' wom<'n (from left), Mrs . Phan Minh Hien and Mrs. Din/1 Thi 
Huong discuss informally conditions in their country. 



-

North Vietnamese delegates Vo T'1i 
The (left ) and Mrs . Nguyen Thi 

Xiem answer questions through 
their interpreter. 

34 [400] 

Vietnamese women have a long tra
dition of patriotism, Vo Thi The said . 
In orth Vietnam they work in the 
fields, in factories, in government, in 
self-defense and guerrilla units. Men 
and women are partners in the family 
and women receive equal pay for 
equal work, she maintained . She had 
no fears that women would return to 
a subservient role after the war. 

Women in Laos 
In Pathet Lao-held areas of Laos, 

the Laotian women said, women 
teach, work in the textile industry 
( located in caves), build roads and ir
rigation systems, fill bomb craters, 
supply the Front with food and am
munition. 

"If a woman wants to be liberated, 
she must take part in revolutionary 
struggle,'' they argued. "And women 
do take part." 

The Laotian women said that form
erly men could have more than one 
wife, a woman married at a very early 
age and usually for money, and wives 
were exploited as a labor force. In 
the liberated zone, they said, women 
are taught to get an education and 
marry at a later age, for love. One 
man-one wife is the new rule. 

On the final day of the conference, 
declaring that "the people of Indo
china and North America are not 

enemies," the participants pledged "to 
intensify our individual and collective 
acts to put an end to this war which 
is destroying us, so that together we 
may build a life of gentle peace in in
dependence and freedom." 

During a session on "women's re
sistance to war" the audience had 
heard Americans and Canadians ad
vocate a wide range of measures, from 
knitting garments for Vietnamese chil
dren, to boycotts of the products of 
war manufacturers, draft counseling, 
refusal to pay taxes, mass demonstra
tions and individual acts of civil dis
obedience. 

Hearing the suffering and the com
mitment of the Indochinese women 
firsthand strengthened the resolve of 
most of the participants to work 
harder to end the war. A United Meth
odist participant in the conference, 
Mrs. Ann Johnson of Cedar Rapids, 
Michigan, a past W.S.C.F. conference 
president, said, "My response to such 
an experience is becoming a part of a 
local or area group really working to 
end this war and make my voice and 
efforts really shout my conviction 
against the war." 

Kay Camp summed up the mood of 
the conference: "We have met the 
enemy and found they are our 
friends." • 



ETTERS ~ OVERSEAS 

INDONESIA 
CHURCH GROWTH 

Our annual conference here in 
North Sumatra is held in January so 
we have already begun a new year. 
Besides being on several annual con
ference boards and committees I am 
the conference Statistician. Perhaps 
you would be interested in some sta
tistics and in knowing what Method
ists are like in Indonesia. 

In North Sumatra ( don't confuse 
North Sumatra with North Korea or 

orth Vietnam-North Sumatra is a 
province in Indonesia) there are 148 
Methodist Churches. One-hundred
thirty of these are Batak language 
churches and 18 are Chinese. Faye 
and I visited 100 of the 130 Batak 
Churches this past year. The average 
incC'-ne of the Bataks who live in the 
Kampongs is US $10.00 per month . 
"fhis $10 includes the rice and pigs 
they raise but not the vegetables, 
bananas, coconut, and other fruits. 
The average family lives in a thatched
roofed, bamboo woven walled, dirt 
floor hut. Some of the wealthier Bataks 
have wooden built houses with zinc 
roofs. There are no electric lights, tele
phones, or running water. The river 
serves as the bathhouse, bathroom, 
and water supply. Their meafs consist 
mostly of rice and fish with a few 
vegetables and an occasional meal 
with chicken or pork as a treat. Farm
ing of the small rice fields is done with 
water buffalo sometimes but mostly 
with a hoe. 

In these circumstances the Method
ist Church is growing. There were 668 
new preparatory members and 704 

new full members added to Methodist 
congregations last year. Many new 
members come out of animist, 
Moslem, or Buddhist backgrounds. 
Some are from second and third gen
eration Christian families. There is a 
lot of work yet to be done in evan
gelism as well as the continued train
ing of new converts. Our Sunday 
schools have a problem-sometimes 
in the life of the church, perhaps be
cause of the influence of other 
churches. The Methodist Church has 
never had adult Sunday school classes. 
Only the children go to Sunday school 
and we are trying to get the youth 
and adults into church school classes 
to help them in more Bible Study and 
Christian understanding. 

Most churches have local preachers 
to lead them as there are only 35 or
dained Elders in Full Connection with 
the annual conference. Most local 
preachers have a small plot for rice 
to help upport themselves. They get 
a small salary from the local churches 
and some still get a little aid, through 
missions. In spite of the hardship of 
the ministry we still have youth who 
volunteer for study in our Bible 
School each year. The Bible School 
has a three-year program for those 
who have graduated from junior 
high level of education. Those who 
have graduated from high school may 
attend one of two theological semi
naries here in Indonesia. Mo t Kam
pongs have elementary schools, either 
church or government sponsored , but 
if one desires further education he has 
to go to a larger village or plantation 
to find a junior high school. To get a 
high school education he has to go to 
the big cities. There are five high 
schools here in Siantar. Most families 
cannot afford to educate their children 
beyond the sixth grade. Sometimes the 
whole family sacrifices so that the 

eldest son may get an education. 
One of my joys this past year was in 

assisting two churches to build their 
own new buildings from bricks made 
with the brick press that I brought 
with me. Two other churches are now 
busy making bricks and other 
churches are waiting for funds to buy 
materials. I explained to these 
churches that their friends in America 
want to help in supplying the cement 
and other needed materials if they can 
furnish all of the labor. These last two 
churches have made plans for gotong
ro;ong ( working together to get the 
job done) . 

Faye and W. L. Armstrong, Jr. 

The Amistrongs, United Methodist mission
aries, work with the autonomous Methodist 
Church of Indonesia. With almost 5,000,000 
Christians (two thirds of whom are Protes
tants), Indonesia has one of the highest 
percentages of Ch ristians of any Asian coun
try. 

EGYPT 
NEW DRIVER 

Not so very many years ago, one of 
the tourist attractions here was a huge 
statue of Ramses II lying on its back 
in a field on the edge of Old Cairo. 
Then, about fifteen years ago, some
one had the happy inspiration to raise 
up this Ramses and stand him on his 
fee t in the square in front of the main 
railway station. He was once a great 
pharaoh, and it seems right to pay him 
some respect. Now he looks out over 
the maelstrom of Cairo traffic with a 
calm, youthful smile, and you would 
never guess that he is more tha.i three 
thousand years old . 

We were passing by this statue on a 
bus the other day when I heard a little 
boy exclaim, "Look, there's Ibrah im 
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Pashal" No one corrected him, and I 
had the feeling that it didn't matter 
too much if the boy couldn't tell the 
difference between Ramses, who died 
in 1234 B.C., and Ibrahim, who died 
in 1848 A.D . Both belong to the past. 

Whenever the present turns into the 
past, as it seems to do with increasing 
rapidity, yesterday's events fall into 
the great reservoir of Egypt's past, 
where the mills of the gods work like 
an electric blender. The past is not 
forgotten ; it simply becomes museum 
fare, and the man on the street in 
Cairo is not greatly interested in 
museums. 

This is one way of explaining how 
the Egyptians have adjusted to the 
death of President Nasser. I am re
minded of how Cairenes act when a 
bus breaks down in mid route. The 
passengers at first express shock and 
disbelief ( just like the grief and wild 
mourning at Nasser's death) , then 
they stoicaJly disembark and pile onto 
the next bus that comes along. With 
President Sadat ( Nasser's successor): 
we're on a different bus, but we're still 
going in the same direction. Perhaps 
along a slightly different route and at 
a rather faster pace, but with the same 
destination in view. 

Egyptian newspapers do not treat 
us to the kind of soul-searching that 
American news media indulge in, but 
it is worth noting that the general 
tenor of stability and national dignity 
which grew up over the Nasser years 
has shown no signs of evaporating 
since his death. With all the uncertainJ 
ties about the future and about the 
solution of the Israeli problem, Egypt 
is a good place to live, a happy place. 
If its people have little time to think 
about the past, they look with great 
longing for the peace which they hope 
lies in the future. Ramses, Ibrahim, 
Nasser-all belong to the past. The 
man we have our eyes on today is 
Anwar es Sadat, steering his course 
through a maze more treacherous than 
Cairo traffic. May he arrive at a just 
and lasting peace for Egypt and for 
the whole Near East. 

Marjorie Dye 

Miss Marjorie Dye, COEMAR fraternal 
worker, produces literature for adults who 
have just I.earned to read. She also trains 
Egyptians to write. She works under th" 
direction of the Coptic Evangelical Organi
zation for Social Services ( CEOSS ) . 

The Coptic Evangelical Church in the 
Nil.e Va ll.ey has 26,818 communicant 
church members in 180 organized congrega
tions served by 154 ordained Egyptian 
pastors. 
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KOREA 
HEALTH CARE 

Kit tries to get to Koje once a month 
for a week or more. The biggest frus
tration is going and coming, which, 
because of the unreliable transporta
tion , takes two or three days by plane, 
train, bus and ferry. 

The Koje community Health and 
Development Project is a real heart
ache. On the one hand, we see deter
mined Christian commitment to an 
ideal and the continual illusion of suc
cess around the comer, "if. . .". On 
the other hand, we see basic inna~e 
problems in the project and repeated 
major setbacks. It does seem to be 
stirring the consciences of Korean 
Christians and physicians, who must 
ask, "Why aren't we coping with our 
own problems of inadequate health 
care in rural areas instead of these 
bungling foreigners?" For Kit, it has 
been an educational, but depressing 
experience. There have been a few 
minor successes: 80 percent of the 
area's 1,500 children under six have 
been immunized against DPT, polio, 
T.B ., and smallpox; there have been 
eye-opening field trips and some plan
ning involvement for Yonsei Univer
sity's medical school and Seoul's Na
tional University School of Public 
Health, faculty, and students; a suc
cessful health data coJlection system 
has been started, and a Korean public 
health physician may have been lo
cated as Kit's counterpart for the proj
ect. 

Yonsei University medical school 
has become Kit's home base when in 
Seoul. He shares an office with a Ko
rean physician who received his MPH 
from Hopkins the year before Kit. 
Fortunately, this provides "instant in
sight" into many of the otherwise ob
scure political intrigues which are part 
of every standard operating procedure 
here. Kit taught Public Health Ad
ministration last fall term and will 
teach Maternal and Child Health this 
spring term. Both courses are part of 
the graduate school's MPH program. 
He also gives occasional lectures to 
the medical students, and makes con
sulting pediatric ward rounds one 
morning a week. H e is analyzing much 
of the data from Koje Do in Yonsei's 
Department of Preventive Medicine, 
and there are many opportunities to 

consult on other projects of the de
partment. One exciting possibility he 
is working on is encouraging Sever
ance Hospital (Yonsei's teaching hos
pital) to start some satellite clinics in 
the urban slums, and in Seoul's slum 
reloca tion satellite cities. 

As an institution, the Korean Chris
tian Church is one of the fastest grow
ing churches in the world. About 10/ 
percent of the population is nominally 
Christian, but one often feels that the 
forms of Christianity are easier to 
adopt than the essence. For instance, 
at our annual Presbyterian Mission re
treat, one of President Park's key po
litical advisors eloquently addressed 
us. One of the missionaries asked what 
was being done about corruption in 
government (which makes the New 
Jersey cities look like Girl Scout 
picnics ). He answered, "We are still 
looking for the first government of
ficial , who because he is a Christian 
will not take bribes or show favorit
ism." Many of our non-Christian 
Korean friends often remark that the 
only difference they see in Christians 
is that they don't smoke or drink, and 
are repeatedly visible praying in pub
lic. In all fairness, we must add 
though, that we know many sincerely 
searching Korean Christians. 

Reflecting on this image of Chris
tianity here, after generations of mis
sionary work in Korea, we cannot help 
but wonder if this is really where we, 
or any other missionaries, belong. 
Especially, we wonder, when we hear 
of the multitudinous social problems 
at home with the precipitous loss of 
church membership and support. 
Then, when we receive an indication 
of support from one of our friends , 
often involving some personal sacri
fice, we humbly realize that this , too, 
is important. The problems here may 
or may not be more critical or 
amenable than those elsewhere, but 
we are here because despite the prob
lems American Christians face in our 
home communities, we are also still 
concerned with loving our neighbor as 
Christ defined him, "a stranger by the 
side of the road"-the road in Uganda, 
or Vietnam, or Israel, or Ireland, or 
Jordan, or Los Angeles, or Korea . 

Kit and Carol Johnson 

Kit C. Johnson, M.D., and Carol Johnson, 
R .N. , are part of a special medical and 
community ministnJ on Koie Island. 

The Presbyterian Churc/1 in Korea has 
326,794 communicant church m embers in 
3,582 organized congregations served by 
1,244 ordained Korean pastors. 
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AMY LEE 

Bob Sim pson, chairman of Task Committee for Low Income Housin g, Joyce Ray Patterson, Executive Director of 
Wesley Center, and George Ashworth, President of the Center's Board of Directors gather for a ground breaking. 

HOUSING IS one of the top priority 
issues for action challenging 
United Methodist-related com

munity centers. 
Of the 79 community centers re

lated to the National Division of the 
Board of Missions three have as a 
primary focus programs of direct ser
vice or social action related to the 
problems of inadequate, deteriorated 
housing. Housing is an important pro
gram concern of another 33 centers. 

Every center is concerned in one 
way or another about housing condi
tions in the poverty neighborhoods in 
which they are located. For example, 

the United Methodist Neighborhood 
Center in ashville i.s concerned be
cause the Model Cities program does 
not give priority consideration to the 
recommendations of neighborhood 
participants in its planning for and 
implementa tion of community change. 

Centers are involved in construc
tion of housing for low-income fami
lies or older adults and consultation 
to Model Cities, urban renewal or 
neighborhood action group . Others 
are involved in programs of social 
action to bring about needed commu
nity change related to housing. 

Several of these centers are battling 

delay, red tape, opposition, and preju
dice to help their communities get bet
ter housing. 

Patience is something Thelma Bur
dick, director of The Church of All 

ations eighborhood Center on New 
York's Lower East Side, knows all 
about. COAN's housing crusade has 
been going on since 1959--over a dec
ade. 

Out in St. Joseph, Mo., Wesley 
Community Center's executive direc
tor, Joyce Haye Patterson, copes with 
"paper work for the Federal Govern
ment which would pile as high as a 
two-story building" as that center 
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I 
Drawing of new /,ow-cost housing 

being built by the W esley Com
munity Center in St. Joseph , 

Missouri . Top priority 
for the center is housing for 

th-Ose who have the fewest choices 
available to them . 

moves ahead with its "number one pri
ority mission : housing for low-income 
families." 

Church of All Nations Neighbor
hood Center's involvement with hous
ing started when a group of Lower 
East Side neighborhood leaders and 
tenants met at the center on March 
17, 1959 to organize a protest group. 
The New York City Slum Clearance 
Committee was about to raze eleven 
blocks of a twelve-block area-which 
it named the Cooper Square area
and build 2,900 units of middle
income cooperative housing. 

The protest group, calling itself the 
Cooper Square Development Com
mittee, went into action. 

"It was one of the first city-neigh
borhood participation processes," says 
Miss Burdick. As mediator Miss Bur
dick kept "each end going." She served 
as co-chairman of the committee for 
ten years. 

"Through lots of neighborhood 
changes, the committee has had a 
dedicated core of people," she says. 
"I t's a good thing all of us didn't get 
discouraged at the same time." 

In her review of the eleven-year 
battle Miss Burdick states, "The com
mittee from the beginning was not 
satisfied just to defeat a plan. We 
wanted to develop a plan that would 
benefit-not drive out-the residents 
of the area and one that would pre
serve the integrated fabric of the 
community." 

With the encouragement of the then 
mayor, Robert F . Wagner, and other 
city officials, wi th small grants from 
found ations and the help of a profes
sional planner, the committee devel
oped its own p lan. 

A hundred meetings and two years 
later, according to Miss Burdick, the 
committee came up with a 75-page 
Alternate Plan for Cooper Square. 

"We spent the next seven and a 
half years trying to get the ci ty to 
implement it," she says. 

The p lan, as Miss Burdick describes 
it, was designed to meet the needs of 
all residents of the area- small fami
lies, large families, low- and middle
income people, single people, elderly 
people, artists and artists' families. 

"We have always been concerned 
with artis ts' housing," Miss Burdick 
says. "In the early days there were 
about thirty living here. ow there 
are two or three hundred. People are 
moving into this area from Greenwich 
Village. There are more single people 
and more single-parent small families . 
We are asking the Methodists and the 
Housing Authority to set aside studio
type apartments in the middle- and 
low-income housing projects." 

The first area of housing will be 
low-cost; the second, middle-income. 
Miss Burdick hopes there will be an 
interspersing of low- with middle
income units. "We hope for a real 
mix." she says. 

The Alternate Plan envisaged new 
or improved housing at rents all could 
afford. It provided for staging so that 
no one would have to relocate out of 
the neighborhood-building first on 
vacant land, then moving people into 
new housing before their old houses 
had to come down. 

"After seven and a half years of 
hope and no hope, promises given and 
broken, then indefinite postpone
ment," says Miss Burdick, "a new pos
sibility arose. The city decided it 
could no longer ignore all the housing 
needs outside the Model Cities areas 
and would make money available 
from the capital budget for long-post
poned housing plans. Cooper Square 
was to be one of the first." 

The Alternate Plan had to be re
vised and became the Early Action 
Plan to make best use of the money. 

More years passed . ew studies had 
to be made because of changes in the 
neighborhood. Planning sessions with 
the Housing Development Adminis
tra tion and neighborhood people went 
on and on. And on. A hearing for the 
Early Action Plan was fin ally held 
August 13, 1969. But before the City 
Planning Commission could act on it, 
Local Planning Board No. 3 called for 
a restraining order. The injunction 
was not lifted until ovember. On 



January 7, 1970 the City Planning 
ommis ion announced its approval 

of the Early ction Plan. It was 
pa ed on February 13, 1970 by the 
Board of Estimate. 

Th Early Action Plan calls for 
the building of 1,000 units of new 
low- ost; the second middl -income. 
housing plus 48 low-cost studio apart
ment units for artists' families. It is to 
be built in two stages, which practi
cally eliminate relocation prob! ms. 

The Church of ALI Nations Neigh
borhood Cent r, built in the mid-
1920s, will itself come down in the 
n ar future, but the work will continue 
to m t neighborhood needs, as it has 
since its beginnings in the early 1900s. 
The reason for its establishment has 
a contemporary sound : it grew out 
of a realization by the Methodist 
Church, Miss Burdick says, that the 
traditional church couldn't meet the 
needs of the incoming population. 
Miss Burdick observes, "They must 
have been a far-seeing group ." 

St. Joseph, Mo. Wesley Community 
Center's "initiation into housing has 
been difficult," according to Joyce 
Raye Patter on. "The center's first 
project was blocked indefinitely by 
legal maneuvers stemming from racial 
prejudice and prejudice against low
income people." 

Miss Patterson notes, "The aggrava
tion of a leaking roof, torn screens, 
dripping faucets, stopped-up toilets, 
and broken windows are experiences 
we all have known. But most of us 
have escaped the strain of living in 
housing with this type of aggravation 
year after year. We haven't known the 
emotional drain of a constantly over
crowded house, of being continually 
behind on rent and utility bills, of 
being forever ashamed of our home 
and the neighborhood. 

"Daily living in this type of hous
ing is a dehumanizing experience 
that crushes hope." 

Acutely aware of this fact of its 
neighbors' lives, Wesley Center stuck 
to its mission which survived rumor 
campaigns, threats, and the anger of 
some segments of the community: A 
98-unit apartment house for low
income families is now under con
struction. This housing complex being 
built by Wesley Community C nter 
will be called Valley View Apart
ments. 

Situated on the former site of a 
Roman Catholic convent, overlooking 
the Missouri River valley-and just 
six blocks from downtown St. Jo-

Plan for the /ow-cost ho11sing for \ l'c '.\/l'y Co1111111111il1f Crntrr e111pha.1i:;cs alll'111pl 
to create a healthy e11riro11111c11t for people· lo lite in com111111111y 

seph-the ten garden-type apar t
ments, including day car center and 
laundry facilities , will blossom in a 
neighborhood blighted with substan
dard housing. 

Wesley Center has developed a 
housing corporation with three task 
groups to handle three areas of need : 
rehabilitation, aging, and family. The 
corporation has employed a housing 
coordinator to follow through in the 
development and management of the 
projects after their completion in June 
of this year. The housing coordinator 
will also develop a rehabilitation proj
ect for sub tandard homes, a Tenant 
Council within the city, and set up a 
public education program on housing 
problems. 

Says Miss Patterson: "We have al
ready submitted an application to 
FHA for a 194-unit apartment house 
ior the aging in downtown St. Joseph. 

"The top priority of Wesley Center 
is to create housing opportunities for 

those who have the fewes t choices 
available to them," she continues. 
"The Valley View Apartments are a 
221 ( d ) 3 project with 100 per cent 
of the units in rent supplem nt. This 
will create the low st cost housing 
possible at this time in a city where 
public housing was soundly defeated 
in a refer ndum." 

Wesley Center sees housing as not 
just providing a place to live but also 
as developing the capacity for living 
in it. "A house has little value unless 
one knows how to live in it," Mi s Pat
terson says. "Wesley Center's commit
ment is not just to build houses, but to 
design and create a healthy environ
ment for persons in which to live and 
grow to their fullest potential." 

Tenant councils, family counseling, 
budget training and home economics 
figure in Wesley's housing plans. ''We 
will have two social workers' aides 
living and working with p op! in the 
apartments," Miss Patterson says. • 
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THE ACADEMIC MYSTERYHOUSE: 
the man, the campus, and their new 
search for meaning by Robert Merrill 
Holmes : New York, 1970: Abingdon 
Press, 197 pages, paper, $3.95. 
All too seldom a book appears which 

should become a classic in its field. The 
Academic Mysteryhouse may be one. For 
while it deals faithfu lly and creatively 
with the traditions and problems of the 
campus it causes one to look beyond the 
academic structures to his own life. This 
book is basically concerned about mean
ing for the mid-twentieth century man 
and while it is focused on the university 
it is not limited by it. 

Holmes , a member of the faculty at 
Rocky Mountain College (Montana ) is 
clearly and consciously indebted to the 
late American theologian Reinhold Nie
buhr and the Austrian psychiatrist Viktor 
Frankl for the philosophical foundations 
of his book. While they prove to be 
good guides he tends to use their vo
cabulary without translating them in 
terms that can be easily understood by 
the average reader and at times it is 
obvious that the first draft of this study 
was a doctoral dissertation. Despite this 
the book is creative and hard-hitting. He 
tackles the major problem of our time, our 
lack of meaning, by showing how we 
are going through a basic crisis in values. 
He reminds us that "we have become 
remarkably adept at dealing with things, 
from tiny transistors to massive moon 
rockets. Yet we find ourselves increas
ingly inept at dealing with persons
across the ocean, across the town, or 
across the breakfast table." In part our 
educational system is blamed for it has 
lost how to teach us to find meaning, 
how to be responsible, and how to par
ticipate in the society at large. 

If we are to find meaning the author 
tells us that we must first begin with 
the mystery of ourselves and then pro
ceed to the mystery of our relationships 
to others. This calls for uniting all our 
xperiences (physical , emotional, intel

lectual, psychological, and spiritual) so 
that we can understand them. Only then 
can v;,e be responsible, o~ in Niebuhr's 
term man-the answerer. 

Holmes indicts the university as being 
mis-responsive rather than un-responsive. 
It has Ii ttle or no sense of its total re
sponsibility. As a result it finds itself at 
cross-purposes, unable to interpret life 

40 [406] 

in any way that brings wholeness and, 
thus, is irrelevant to society. This in
ability of the university is in microcosm 
the failure of mankind. It is important, 
therefore, that we study the academic 
mystery house in a most personal way, 
for it may offer us the key to our search. 

The author links meaning and respon
sibility together. Total responsibility is 
realized only by first making a commit
ment to the One who gives Meaning. 
Otherwise there is a conflict of lovalties 
which Niebuhr describes as "the t;agedy 
of our religious life" and which Frankl 
sees as the source of our existential 
frustration. Holmes believes that this is 
the tragedy of our academic life as well . 

All of the enterprises and concerns 
of the university must be anchored in its 
basic commitment. "Thus it sees its proxi
mate diversity existing within an ultimate 
unity, participation in which justifies for 
the university its proper name." When 
the university finds this unity it can be 
not only responsible to itself but con
cerned for the community at large. He 
argues that true meaning is found in its 
fullest sense only as man answers needs 
and is at the same time open to the third 
dimension ( revelation ). When man is 
senstive in this way he will avoid the 
error of waiting for meaning to be given 
outright as well as free frotn the mistake 
of believing that meaning is only the 
response to whatever he wishes at the 
moment through his own thoughts and 
feelings. Revelation is seen as events 
through which "we are enabled to ap
prehend what we are, what we are suf
fering and doing and what our potentiali
ties are." We must appropriate the 
events into our own personal history in
cluding our commitment. This is faith . 

Holmes shows how faith so defined 
must be part of the secular university. 
He is concerned that "the lost dimension 
in education is the religious dimension 
-the dimension of meaning and value, 
of faith and commitment, of relationship 
with and responsibility to that which is 
conceived to be ultimate in the universe." 
The error in so much of American edu
cation is in viewing religion as an ac
tivity of the extracurriculum rather than 
as a dimension of the total academic en
deavor. The author shows how the error 
arose when the theological is confused 
with the spiritual in many people's minds. 

This book should be read by a large 
and diverse number of people. It pro
vides a concise introduction to the search 
for meaning in life for the general reader. 
It offers a challenge and some approach
es to the problems being faced in our col
leges and universities which should be 
rewarding for parents, college teachers, 
and trustees. It would be an excellent 
resource for a study group concerned 
with the relation of the Church to the 
campus. 

WILLIAM BLAIR GOULD 

HA VE FAITH WITHOUT FEAR, by 
Kenneth L. Wilson. New York, 1970: 
Harper and Row, 104 pages, $3.95. 

The author of this volume is editor of 
The Christian Herald and a well-known 
writer on religious and related topics . In 
twenty-six short essays he shows that 
"Christian faith and constricting fear 
simply do not go together. . .. Joy is 
obligation, not a sin; faith is liberation 
and confidence-not imprisonment and 
fear. . . . We have an exciting world, 
rich with possibilities, where Christians 
must learn to feel at home." 

To his readers Dr. Wilson says : "For 
many decades we were told what we 
'had to' believe. In recent years we ·have 
been told what we were not to believe. 
At the point where the bunking and de
bw1king have left us, let us try to dis
cover what it is that authenticates itself 
to us, that provides a basis of Christian 
belief so credible, so joyous, so natural 
that our faith won't have to be drummed 
up, only discovered and used." 

Among the 26 essays- written with 
depth of understanding and in cle:µ- and 
captivating style-may be noted: "Fear 
goes with not knowing," "When you 
can't do your own thing-what then?" 
"Secularism is nice wh,en it comes in a 
paycheck," "O beautiful for crowded 
cities," "Prayer as more than room ser
vice," 'What in the world is it all 
about?" "Lapel-button theology," "It 
doesn't say 'Ye are the potatoes of the 
earth.'" 

The closing essay, "Have faith without 
fear," gives the philosophy of the author 
and of the whole book: 

"We would much rather ring out the 
new and ring in the old. But that is not 
the way it is or can be. The old is con
stantly being displaced by the new, and 
at no time does this hurt more than 
when the old is not a thing but a person 
and the person is I. But if this is the 
way it is and if this is the progression 
in every area of life, it is a progression 
built into the foundations of the universe. 
If it is built into the universe, God built 
it in. And if God built it in, what are 
we worrying about? . . . 

"The passing of time, the coming and 
going, the rising and falling, the flowing 
and ebbing, the waxing and waning, 
surely deserve better than our fears .'' 

Have Faith Without Fear is a healthy 
and spiritual sedative for the frustrations 
and fears that assail us from every side 
in this our distraught day-frights and 
fears that come in every newspaper and 
in every topic on our radio news reports . 
It helps to put passing events in the per
spective in which the Eternal views them 
-and in which it is to be hoped future 
historians will place them. 

W . W.R. 

Tl 

wa 
COi 

dn 
car 
dn 
ind 
is ti 
Arr 
!us 
abt 
\I'll 

otli 
~IT 

by 
de/ 
a1e 
cat 
USE 

drt 
ha\ 
de; 
nat 
the 
reli 
use 
jua 
dis1 
Un 
ga1 
ger 
con 
on 
ing 
tur 
pet 

' 
"di 
"a1 

SCI 

ali 
SOI 

ca1 
Hi 
ua: 
dei 
reg 
reb 
as 
ask1 
pre' 
thal 
day 
star 
bla1 
the 
of 
~ 
to l 
out 



THE DRUG EPIDEMIC, by Wesley C. 
Westman. New York, The Dial Press, 
1970, 163 pages, $4.95. 

PSYCHEDELICS, The Uses and Im
plications of Hallucinogenic Drugs, 
Edited by Bernard Aaronson and 
Humphry Osmond. New York, 1970: 
Anchor Books, Doubleday and Com
pany, Inc., 512 pages, $2.45. 

Drug usage has become an American 
way of life. The average medicine chest 
contajns at leas t eighteen mind-altering 
drugs and the use of drugs on college 
campuses has doubled since 1969. The 
drug culture is a barometer of society, 
indicating social ills and warning of ex
isting and future social storms. The 
American people are fearful and con
fused about drugs. Literature about drug 
abuse is flooding the market. Some are 
writing to give much needed information ; 
others are capitalizing on the sensational
ism of the situation. Th e Drug Epidemic 
by Westman and the anthology Psyche
delics edited by Aaronson and Osmond 
are welcome additions to the former 
category. Westman analyzes the drug 
user, ruscusses briefly a wide variety of 
drugs, and suggests preventive and re
habilitative programs. The anthology 
deals only with hallucinogenic drugs, the 
nature of the psychedelic experience, and 
the effect of such drugs on the mental, 
reljgious, and .social life of the users. The 
use of hallucinogens (including mari
juana and LSD ) is causing the greatest 
discussion at the present time in the 
United States and severely widening the 
gap between the generations. Westman's 
general discussion of drugs when read in 
connection with the Aaronson anthology 
on hallucinogens should help the inquir
ing adult to get a full and balanced pic
ture of the contemporary drug scene, es
pecially in relation to youth . 

Westman corrects the old idea of the 
"drug addict" by pointing out that a new 
"addict" is now dominating the American 
scene: the middle-class young person, 
alienated often from his family and from 
society. He urges that we understand the 
causes of drug use as well as its effects. 
He cites the breakdown of the family 
unit, the growing influence of peers, the 
desire of instant pleasure, a confusion 
regarding self-identity, and an urge to 
rebel by sampling that which is forbidden 
as factors that lead to drug use. When 
asked "Why not make the laws stricter to 
prevent it?" He responds, "It is apparent 
that as a nation we learned little from the 
days of Prohibition . Making any sub
stance illegal simply creates a lively 
black-market delivery system ; in effect, 
the laws make drugs more expensive and 
of questionable strength and purity. 
There are no simple answers. There need 
to be legal controls intelligently worked 
out for the good of all . We need to ques-

tion, "Why is there a desire to misuse 
drugs?" Westman probes at the heart of 
the matter when he asks "When did we 
lose track of those qualities which helped 
us to get our kicks from the struggle of 
working, loving, and living? Why is satis
faction from doing a job well become ob
solete ... If you are asking what connec
tion there is between the preceding ques
tions, you not only don't know the an
swers, you are part of the problem ... We 
seem to be a nation of hustlers. Drug ad
dicts simply reflect this national tendency 
like a minor, and we reject them because 
we reject our own image." Only those 
who care can help those abusing drugs 
to find a more responsible way of life. 
The author points out that caring cannot 
be legislated any more than can morality. 

'Westman urges that we become in
volved in preventive and rehabilitative 
drug programs that show intelligent car
ing. This means we must first do our 
homework by learning the causes of drug 
abuse so that we may be prepared to 
offer alternative life styles both to those 
who are prone to drug addiction and to 
those already addicted . This takes a per
sonal and corporate courage and involve
ment that is now lacking, and time is run
ning out. 

The anthology Psychedelics, substitled 
the uses and implications of hallucino
geruc drugs, tests how little most really 
know about this growing and controver
sial part of the drug culture. The authors 
outline the history of drug technology, 
including society's attitudes toward 
drugs when they are used with medical 
controls and when they are taken to en
hance the capacity for experience. They 
stress that the latter aspect has been neg
lected, that man is essentially stimulus
seeking, and that psychedelics now exist 
in a way to satisfy the search, as never 
before. Psychedelic drugs have become 
such a major innovation, especially 
among the young, that they are now 
fundamentally challenging life as we 
have known it in the United States for 
the past fifty years. The au thors call it a 
major revolution which may have "a po
tential impact on society equivalent to 
that of the machine, which in settin g off 
the Industrial Revolution, created much 
of what we now consider our 'natural' and 
'traditional' styles of life and forms of 
organizing society." They assert that the 
psychedelic experience is fundamentally 
religious and that it is fast becoming a 
challenge to the J udaeo-Christian traru
tion in the United States. 

Various authors , representing disparate 
experiences and locations, comment on 
the anthropological, religious, neurologi
cal, and therapeutic aspects of psyche
delics. The section on non-drug analogues 
contains only a brief selection on hyp
nosis and an equally brief essay on con
templative meditation . If con templative 
meditation had been more fully explored 

the total presentation would have better 
balance and perspective. 

In their conclusions regarding psyche
delics, Aaronson and Osmond warn, as 
does Westman in his book, that we can
not continue to ignore the revolution in 
thinking and behavior that the drugs are 
causing. We need to fully examine both 
the dangers and the benefi ts of halluci
nogens and construct laws that will re
place those now based mainly on fear and 
ignorance. These books show that con
fusion and emotion-charged atmosphere 
concerning drugs need to be faced and 
overcome by those who care and repre
sent the churches, community agencies, 
schools, and law enforcement sections of 
the nation. Putting the Pieces T ogether 
by Dr. Thomas Price is a very helpful kit 
on drug use and may be obtained from 
the Board of Christian Social Concerns 
of the Methodist Church, 100 Maryland 
Avenue, Washington, D. C. A basic ref
erence work in two volumes, Society and 
Drugs Volume I , Students and Drugs 
Volume II , by fuchard H. Blum and As
sociates (Jossey-Bass, Publishers , San 
Francisco), should be invaluable espe
cially for counsellors, pastors, and par
ents of young people. 

WILLIAM BLAIR GOULD 

THE MAN FOR OTHERS, by Ben F. 
Meyer. ew York, 1970: Bruce Pub
lishing Co., 154 pages, $1.95. 

The Man for Others is a provocative 
and discerning volume in the interde
nominational series of Faith and Life 
publications designed for adult religious 
education. The author of this book is as
sociate professor of Christian origins at 
McMaster University, Ontario, Canada, 
and a widely recognfaed Bible scholar. 

The volume is a restudy and reap
praisal of the life and mission of Jesus . 
The author points out for both the 
churchman and the non-churchman that 
the Gospel accounts are not the full story 
of the historical Jesus-indeed, were not 
intended to be. While they are the main 
sources of the Master's biography, they 
were not written for that purpose. In 
some respects, he points out, the Gospels 
really bypass hfatorical facts and com
plete or objective reporting; in most 
cases they were written as an invitation 
to faith , belief, and conversion. One has 
to consider their purpose before interpret
ing, accepting, or rejecting particular in
cidents as recorded. 

The several chapters give material for 
thought, study, and discussion, and at
tempt to answer many of the questions 
that have been and are raised in many 
minds . Chapter titles include: The Gos
pels and the historical Jesus ; The great 
proclamation ; The promise and the 
threat; The Israel of the last times ; Five 
questions about the historical Jesus ; 
How Jesus died-and why; The stunning 
reversal-the Resurrection . 
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In a helpful concluding chapter, Dr. 
Meyer notes : 

"Jesus was an other-worldly man and a 
this-worldly man, an intent listener to 
God, at home with prayer and at home 
with the men of the village and city. The 
other-worldly orientation, the God-cen
teredne,ss, is not what our age spontane
ously grasps and honors. But Jesus, it 
seems, is for all ages, and to an age that 
does recognize and honor the free spirit 
of the unselfish man, he is the Man fo r 
Others ... . 

"But to the question 'Who do you say 
that I am?' men of our time can answer 
honestly and without reservation 'the One 
For All, the Man For Others.' For he did 
not live for himself. He sealed a life for 
others with a death for others, for the 
washed and unwashed, Jew and Gentile. 
But to meet the Jesus of history means 
more than finding something to admire. It 
involves stepping into or turning away 
from a unique relationship to him .... 

"Really to meet someone is no every
day experience, but a privileged and, per
haps, rare moment. Few figures of his
tory, however, are as accessible to en
counter as Jesus. The human dilemma is 
his central concern . He pitched his con
frontation of issues at such a depth that 
his answers, implied or explicit, are rele- , 
vant even to our new questions." 

W.W. R EED 

THE FUTURE OF THE CHRISTIAN 
SUNDAY, by Christopher Kiesling, 
0 .P. New York, 1970: Sheed and 
Ward ; 142 pages, $4.50. 

Father Kiesling is professor of system
atic theology at Aquinas Institute of The
ology, in Dubuque, Iowa. He is also asso
ciate editor of Cross and Crown, a quar
terly devoted to the spiritual life, and is a 
consultant between the Catholic Church 
and the Presbyterian / Reformed churches 
in the United States. 

F ather Kiesling's volume is a study of 
the steady decline in the religious ob
servance of Sunday, especially in Amer
ica. The author feels that there is no pos
sibility of a "return" of a city-oriented 
nation (or even of its smaller residential 
communities) to the Sunday pattern-of
life that prevailed in the earlier rural
pastoral communities and days. In fact, 
with modem transportation and com
munication, the rapid increase in popula
tion, the search for away-from-home rec
reation, and the '1iberalization" of laws 
protecting Sunday from secular business 
enterprises, he believes the day wiJI soon 
be lost to any centering on church and its 
services. 

The loss of Sunday to religion, Father 
Kiesling finds, poses problems of even 
deeper concern. It "involves several prob
lems currently plaguing Christians and 
the Church , including the proper Chris
tian attitude toward the world and hence 
the very meaning of the Gospel. It raises 
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questions about the style of Christian life 
appropriate in a technological culture, the 
territorial parish system, and the role of 
priests and ministers in the life and mis
sion of the Christian people." 

The author envisions churches-for 
some years at least-remaining pretty 
much as they are, wi th clergy, buildings, 
worshipers, services at stated times, 
though there may be adjustment of days 
and hours to suit changing social condi
tions . But he would also now have Chris
tian people organized into numerous 
small "nuclear communities" for religious 
encouragement, study, counselling, etc. 
These "nuclear communities"-not too 
unlike the "cell groups" that have been 
organized in some Protestant parishes, 
and perhaps even less closely related to 
Wesley's "class meetings"-would not 
meet in church buildings and would not 
be organized on a strictly geographic 
basis. Mostly they would meet in homes 
or shops; they might be organized of pro
fessional or business, or occupational rela
tionships; they should have their own 
leaders and meet regularly; while a 
clergyman should be attached to each 
"community," he should serve and not 
direct it. 

Says Father Kiesling: "The es tablish
ment of nuclear communities would, in 
effect, shift the center of ordinary ec
clesial life from the sanctuary or church 
building to a genuine ecdesia, a com
munity of God's people called together 
to worship him and witness to his marvel
ous deeds wherever thi/; ecclesia might 
meet-in a home, office building, confer
ence room, or recreation center. Nuclear 
communities would realize in a dramatic 
way the church-in-the-world . Such nu
clear communities initiated now . . . 
would absorb the restlessness of many 
Christians dissatisfied with present ec
clesial life ... . Well-established nuclear 
communities with bi-weekly liturgies of 
the Word and the Eucharist would pro
vide a ready alternative to Sunday wor
ship if cultural conditions ever made it 
impossible to be maintained." 

W.W.R. 

NURSERY RHYMES FOR THE 
TIMES: Ecology and Mother Goose, 
by Jeff Sparks. Illustrated. Malcolm & 
Hayes, Inc., 693 Third Avenue, New, 
York, N.Y. 10016. 32 pp. $3.95. 

Ecology, the inter-relation between liv-
ing things and their surroundings, is here 
easily, interestingly and persuasively pre
sented. Our earth will be better if we are 
persuaded by this book to be more con
cerned for our environment. 

Says the author, "We feel about the 
problem of ecology as Abraham Lincoln 
felt about war: 'It is no laughing matter, 
but a laugh now and then makes it easier 
to bear.'" 

The witty verse and spontaneous draw
ings of this book are excellent for all ages: 
4-6 ; 20-30; 60-90. It is easy to understand 
and easily identified with through Mother 
Goose and the rhymes of our childhood. 

Jeff Sparks, writer, painter, composer, 
producer, correspondent, and broad
caster, is as versatile as his accomplish
ments. He has been announcer, program 
director and station manager on NBC, 
CBS and WOR; has conducted a tele
vis ion series for the United Nations and 
is presently Public Affairs Officer for the 
American Museum of Natural History in 
New York City. 

Nursery Rhymes for the Times should 
do much to widen awareness of the inten
sifying problems of pollution, on land, in 
the sea, and in the air, and the rapid 
population increase, and to sugges t what 
we can do to turn the tide, even at this 
late date. 

FRANCES ESHELMAN 

CHRISTIAN DECISION AND AC
TION, by Albert R. Jonsen. New York, 
1970: Bruce Publishing Co. ; 156 
pages, paper, $1.95 

Christian Decision and Action is one 
in a series of studies on Faith and Action 
- a contemporary approach to adult re
ligious education. The author of this vol
ume is Father Jonsen, a Jesuit priest and 
president of the University of San Fran
cisco. He is highly respected as an au
thority on Christian ethics. 

In eight concise chapters , the author 
explores and discusses the historic and 
current views and development of the 
"new morality" from the "old morality" 
and the Ten Commandments: The old 
and the new morality; moral ttheology, 
old and new; The ' law and the Spirit; 
The law of Christ; Commandment and 
commandments; Christian responsibili ty; 
obedience and responsibility; conscience 
and natural law. 

Of the commandments found in scrip
ture, Father Jonsen writes: "We see in 
them the specific areas of human life in 
which we must work to bring into being 
both humanness and human community. 
They do not, in themselves, tell us what 
we must do. In our human task to dis
cover what the conditions are that make 
for human life. Our reflections about the 
nature of men, about our present culture 
and history, about science, about so
ciology and psychology, etc. , must be 
brought to bear ... . Our morality is not 
all finished, as if it were chiseled in ten 
sentences upon stone tablets. Our mo
rality is principally the living love of the 
Holy spirit poured into our hearts; our 
law is the law of love written on our 
hearts. W.W.R. 

Mr. Reid and Dr. Gould are regular 
book reviewers for this magazine . . .. 
Miss Eshelman is Literature Editor of the 
United Methodist Board of Missions. 
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RELIGIOUS LEADERS HOLD 
KEY TO VIET PEACE : LUCE 

Religious leader in Vietnam hold the key 
to peace in a nation that has ben rent by 
war and whose people have suffered torture, 
oppression and corruption, according to Don 
Luce, a World Council of Churches staff 
member who was recently expelled from 
Vietnam. 

peaking at a press conference in Geneva, 
Switzerland in mid-May, Luce said that be
cause a number of religious leaders are on 
both sides of the conflict they have been 
able to gain the respect of their people but 
have made themselves enemies of the Saigon 
and American governments. 

He cit d the influence the various religi
ous leader had in the last elections for the 
South Vietnam Senate where all three win
ning slates depended primarily on support 
from religious groups . 

Que tioned by journalists on the influence 
of the religious leaders, Luce said they "of
fer a strong moral force to decrease the pos
sibility of a bloodbath" and can "play an 
important role in bringing a compromise 
political settlement and peace." 

Luce, who has been in Viebrnm since 
1958 and who last year uncovered the no
torious tiger cages in the Con Son Island 
pri on, said it was "important that the re
ligious leaders be encouraged to meet to
gether, talk over their problems and work 
together for peace." 

Sp aking about political prisoners and 
alleged torture, Luce said there were at least 
100,000 political prisoners in the various 
prisons, correction and detention centers 
throughout the country ( othe1 estimates 
have been in the region of 300,000-
400,000) . 

He said American officials were aware 
of the torture of political prisoners as there 
were American advisers attached to prisons 
and centers, and therefore America is "vio
lating the Geneva onvention in turning 
prisoners over to the Saigon authorities." 

Corruption in Vietnam was on a large 
scale and the American presence did not 
help to olve it, Luce said. He advocated 
that all aid for reconstruction of Vietnam in 
the post-war period should be channeled 
through international groups to the Viebrnm 
groups. aying that this would help elimi
nate much of the corruption, Luce told a 
questioner, "There are a number of capable 
Vietnamese leader who are much better 
equipped than Western advisers." 

(EPS ) 

ANS Photo 

Don Luce, a World Council of Churches staff member recently expelled from South 
Vietnam, speaks at a press conference at the WCC's Geneva headq uarters. Mr. Luce, 
who last year gained fam e when he reported the notorious "tiger cages" in the Con 
Son Island prison, said religious leaders can "offer a strong moral farce to decrease the 
pos ibility of the bloodbath" in Vietnam and can "play an important role in bringing a 
compromise political settlement and peace." At right is Dr. Albert van der Heuvel, WCC 
director of communications. 

TED STU DEBAKER, A VN CS 
WORKER, DIES IN VIETNAM 

A twenty-five year old Vietnam Christian 
Service vVorker who had recently extended 
his term to a third year and had been mar
ried only one week was killed in Di Linh, 
South Vietnam, on April 26. 

Ted A. Studebaker, the son of 1r. and 
Mrs. Stanley Studebaker of Union , Ohio, 
was a volunteer agricultural worker who 
served \vith Vietnam Christian Se1vice' 
community development team in Di Linh. 
Vietnam Christian Service has had a pro
gram there since September, 1966. Although 
there have been attacks on government 
buildings and installations, this was the first 
attack to injure a V CS worker. 

About 1:00 a.m. on April 26 a number 
of B-40 rockets landed near the back of 
the VNCS house and all the occupants went 
toward the bunker. In addition to Ted these 
included Mrs. Ven Pak Lee Studebaker, 
Ted's wife of one week; !rs. Phyllis Cribby, 

V CS public health nurse; and Miss Daisy 
C'nares, a rice expert serving with Inter

national Voluntary Services. Before entering 
the bunker Ted returned to his bedroom. A 
plastic charge exploded at the rear of the 
house, after which Ted called to the girls 
that he was all right. A small number of 
men entered the house and several shots 
were heard along with the voices of the 
men . One of the men opened the door of 
the bunker and discovered the girls hud
dled there. He told them to remain. The 
girls stayed in the bunker until daylight, 
at which time they discovered Ted's body 
in a closet in his bedroom. He had been 
shot. 

Ted Studebaker was a talented and re
spected member of the Vietnam Christian 
Service team. His proficiency in Koho, the 
tribal language of the people with whom 
he worked most closely, as well as profi
ciency in Vietnamese, made him a sensitive 
participant in both cultures. 
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According to Betty and Lynn Vogel, Viet
nam Christian Service workers from Des 
Moines, Iowa, who were commissioned by 
the United Methodis t Board of Missions 
as short-termers, the death of Studebaker 
was a tragic anti-climax to the joyous wed
ding celebration of the week before. 

The wedding, they report, was an inter
esting blend of culture. It was held in the 
Koho (local Montagnard ) Protes tant church, 
and done in the Koho language so the people 
Ted worked with could understand. He said 
his vows in Koho, she sang hers in a tradi
tional Chinese song. (She is a Chinese work
er with V CS, whom he had met during 
his term in Vietnam. ) Among the guests 
were representatives of nine nations, plus at 
least three different Montagnard tribes . 

In a letter received at the Board of Mis
sions in ew York, Phyllis Cribby, a special 
term nurse in Vietnam with the United 
Methodist Committee for Overseas Relief, 
said that Ted's "genuine concern and liking 
for the people , and his gift for languages 
(plus plenty of effort and perseverance) 
helped him to establish an incredible rap
port ~ith both Vietnamese and Montag
nards . 

Miss Cribby reported that after his first 
year in Vietnam, "Ted felt even more dis
turbed about the war. He wrote a letter to 
his church in which he said, 'The longer I 
am here and as my language ability im
proves, I begin to see more of the complexi
ties of the situation ... The meaningless
ness, the wastefulness, and the non-neces
sity of this war is outweighed only by its 
inhuman effects, both here and in the 
States .... I believe there is a lot of truth 
in the statement that the killing and de
struction will stop only when American 

public opinion demands it.' " 
According to the Vogels, no one knows 

the cause of Ted's tragic death, but it looked 
like an intentional attack on the VNCS unit 
-the only other place coming under attack 
was the police station a little way down 
the road. "We don't think in all of VNCS 
you could have found a warmer, more sen
sitive and more dedicated worker," says the 
Vogels. "It's almost as if he were too effec
tive." 

A member of the Church of the Brethren, 
Ted volunteered to come to Vietnam as a 
conscientious objector and was performing 
his Alternative Service. In a recent letter 
to the States he wrote: "I do not 'feel the 
enemy is right' any more than I feel the 
U. S. military is right being there. I believe 
strongly in trying to follow the example of 
Jesus Christ as best I know how. Above all, 
Christ taught me to love all people, includ
ing enemies, and to return good for evil, and 
that all men are brothers in Christ. I con
demn all war and conscientiously refuse to 
take part in it in any ac tive or violent way. 
I believe love is a stronger and more endur
ing power than hatred for my fellow man, 
regardless of who they are or what they be
lieve." 

W .C.C. PROVIDES ASSISTANCE 
TO EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES 

The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service of the World 
Council of Churches has cabled $37,000 
for immediate emergency ass istance for East 
Pakistan refugees crossing into India. In ad
dition the East Asia Christian Conference 
has sent $500 as an expression of the con
cern of the churches in Asia. The money 
will be used by the Indian churches' relief 

KILLED IN VIETNAM 
DI LINH, S. Vietnam-Ted A. Stuclebaker, Church of the Brethren agricultural spe
cialist for Vietnam Christian Service, works with Montagnard refugees in a rice paddy 
in South Vietnam's Lam Dong Province. He was killed on April 26. 
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FAITH AND TECHNOLOGY 
by C. A. Coulson 

What is man? A well-known 
British scientist writes about man 
and his fa ith in God in th is tech
nological age. 

SOUL and SOIL 
Thoughts by and abo ut 

GEORGE W ASHI NGTON CARVER 
Compiled by W . Maurice King 

A fascinating book! Born a 
slave, Dr. Carver was a genius in 
the laboratory and an inspired 
Christian. His spirit lives on in th is 
little volume. 
50¢ each; 10 or more, 42¢ each. 

The Upper Room 
1908 Grand Aven ue, Nashville, Ten n. 37203 

and development agency, CASA. 
CASA is working in the many relief camps 

set up on the India-Pakistan border in the 
Bongaon area to care for a reported one 
million refugees. The money will be used to 
purchase tarpaulins locally for shelter pur
poses and for feeding and medical programs. 
CASA reports, "The continuing Bow of refu
gees is making it difficult to keep pace. 
Upon arrival, refugees are being regi tered 
and cards issued to each family. All chil 
dren are being given smallpox vaccinations." 

The World Council has not yet made a 
fo rmal appeal to the churches and their re
lated agencies as CASA has not been able 
to make a full assessment of the total re
quirements for its program. But substantial 
amounts are already ava ilable for relief 
work, according to Ecumenical Press Ser
vice. 

On the politica l front, ecumenical bodies 
in the USA and Great Britain have urged 
their political leaders to try to put a stop to 
the fighting in Eas t Pakis tan . 1'.lrs. Cynthia 
Wedel, president of the National Council of 
Churches, has urged the Senate Foreign Re
lations Committee to examine the question 
of U.S. military and economic aid to Pakis
tan. 

Recognizing that many delicate poli tical 
problems were involved, she expressed th 
hope that the U .. Government would clear
ly address itself to the need for accurate in
fo1m ation, and on humanitarian grounds 
"work toward preventing an y continuation 
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or recurrence of the slaughter." 
Similarly the British Council of Churches 

asked the British Government to use every 
diplomatic initiative "to ensure that further 
bloodshed is averted, that relief organiza
tions are enabled to enter the country, and 
that democratic processes of government are 
restored ." 

In a separate development, the United 
Methodist Committee for · Overseas Relief 
( UM OR ) announced that it is releasing 
$25,000 as an initial grant for refugee relief 
in response to the recent disaster in East 
Pakistan and the massive spillover of Ben
gali refugees into neighboring India. The 
money is from East Pakistan emergency 
funds. 

Announcing release of the funds, the Rev. 
Dr. J. Harry Haines, New York, UMCOR 
executive secretary, said the situation is 
desperate, that up to 2,000,000 persons have 
fled across the border, and there is "strong 
likelihood that the flow of refugees will 
continue for an indefinite period." 

Dr. Haines said press reports and other 
info1mation received by UMCOR indicate 
that conditions created by the fli ght of ref
ugees to India are even worse than those 
following the typhoon. Given the confused 
nature of the situation along the border, he 
said, " It is very difficult to plan anything 
at this point except immediate measures for 
food , temporary shelter and medical care for 
refugees." 

BLACK PANTHERS TO TRY 
A DIFFERENT DIRECTION 

The Black Panthers are going to give up 
guns and try to become "guiding lights" 
in the black community through involve
ment in the churches, Huey Newton, co
founder and supreme commander of the 
Panthers said recently. 

Referring to past attitudes toward black 
religious institutions, Mr. ewson virtually 
conceded that Panther rejection of the 
church was a major reason his organization 
had not won more black favor. 

"We ... were arrogan t to say 'dump 
the church'," he said, noting that "the only 
time we'll criticize the church in the future 
is when it does not act upon the evils we 
feel cause black men to be driven to their 
knees." 

Mr. Newton was one of several lecturers 
in a series held in conjun ction with a Black 
Odyssey Festival at the Center for Urban
Black Theological Studies, part of the Grad
uate Theological Union at Berkeley. 

The Panther leader said his party was 
fo1med to oppose "evils in society" and to 
act as a vanguard for change. He said it has 
found it is not a vanguard. "When we 
moved in the manner we did and to the 
extent we did we los t the favor of the black 
community and left them behind ." 

He further said that he had realized that 
a different direction should be taken but had 
difficulties influencing the Panther central 
committee. 

According to Mr. Newton, changes in that 
committee have come about and "we're 

going to go to church and get involved 
in the church and the black commw1ity." 

A group of Panthers led by info1mation 
minister Eldridge Cleaver, who moved to 
Algeria , are not so happy about the direc
tion 1r. ewton is taking. 

The supreme commander of the patty 
explained that "when we stepped outside 
the church, we defected from the black com
munity because the church is the one insti
tution the whole black community is in-

volved in in one way or another." 
The Rev. Julius Thomas of the Commun

ity Reformed Church in Oakland said in an
other lecture that he had worked with the 
Panthers for three years and felt the organi
zation provided creative outlets for black 
frustrations which might otherwise be ex
pressed in uncontrolled rage. He expressed 
amazement that so few blacks or whites 
had attempted to "understand why there is 
a Panther Party. 

RNS Photo 

REFUGEES FLEE EAST PAKISTAN 
Because of the civil war in their native land, thousands of refugees have fled from 

East Pakistan to neighboring Indio. Relief age ncies ore hard pressed to handle the steady 
flow . 

At top, East Pakistanis, carrying their possessions on their backs, arrive at the Lutheran 
World Federation's Cooch Behar, lndio, Re fugee Center. Below, a tired youngster sleeps 
on the ground in the tent comp which has been set up to house the refu gees. More 
than 100,000 refugees are already in the Cooch Behar area and more are arriving every 
day . 
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"I have observed," he continued "that Indian community has been more depleted, 
for those who become part of the Panthers, and several centers of work have closed, 
life is no longer meaningless. They find pur- reports say. However, two gospel centers 
pose, and that purpose is restoring human have opened in new places, indicating some
dignity and pride to a decent society and thing of the spirit of outreach in the church. 
world." Church union plans wi th the Upper Burma 

In his address, Mr. Newton said he real- Methodist Church (British-related) are 
ized that the shift toward involvement in taken seriously, church leaders report, with 
churches would open the Panthers to criti- a group of Lower Burma Methodists (U.S.
cism by "revolutionary cultists for trying to related ) meeting weekly to study plans de-
effect change by stages." veloped by the Upper Burma Methodists . 

To accomplish party goals, he said, "we Indonesia. The grnwth of the Karo Batak 
just have to go through all the stages of Church on Sumatra during the:'llast several 
development. We cannot jump from A to Z years has leveled off. Talk of tlie church is 
as some thought." - now centered on conserving the great gains 

Mr. Newton told the audience that he that have been reached. 
went to church until he was 15 and quit, Dominican Republic. Reports have come 
but that in mid-May he went back-for the of a crisis in the life of the Dominican 
first time in 10 years. Evangelical Church, resulting in expulsion 

"While we expect the church to have of a section of youth membership which 
some influence on us, we hope we influence had come into conflict with authorities in 
them more than they inAuence us," he said. its pursuit of "church renewal." 

METHODIST CHURCHES ABROAD 
REPORT GROWTH AND PROBLEMS 

lndia. The Methodist Church in Southern 
Asia is making "tremendous strides" in 
drawing on its own potential in terms of 
leadership and finances. The stewardship 
program of the church is making progress 
in urban congregations and gives promise 
of even greater advances in the near future . 

Hong Kong. The foundation stone was 
laid recently for the United Christian Hos
pital, after some seven years of planning 
and fund-raising. Located in an indus
trialized area where there are massive 
new resettlement complexes, it will be the 
only general hospi tal. It is to be a 379-bed 
facility with a full range of services in
cluding 011tpatient department, community 
health, post-graduate medical trail)ing and 
nurses' training. 

Korea. What is described as "political 
strife" within the Korea Methodist Church 
reportedly has expressed itself in a decision 
of some 50 congregations in the Kyung Ci 
area near Seoul to withdraw from the pres
ent Central Annual Conference and form 
a new Kyungg'i Annual Conference. The 
General Board of the church has declared 
the action of the Kyunggi Conference 
churches illegal. The Taejon Theological 
Seminary is undertaking two developments 
- a School of Sacred Music, and amplifica
tion of a dairy program. Also in Taejon, 
the Union Christian Service Center is re
ported embarking on a new program de
velopment, involving training of staff in new 
areas of animal husbandry, sheep raising 
and community development. Land is being 
bought in the mountains for new sheep 
raising. There is a new site to support 
a 100-cow dairy. The purpose is to give 
30 heifer calves each year to farmers on 
credit. 

Burma. Economic conditions continue to 
deteriorate, according to reports, but the 
church shows vitality. The Chinese church 
community, with 50% of its members emi
grating to other countries, has, by winning 
converts, just about maintained itself. The 
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NOTABLE ACTIONS MARK 
PRESBYTERIAN ASSEMBLY 

RNS (Tony Calabro) Photo 

Mrs. Lois H. Stair of Waukesha, Wisc ., 
was elected moderator of the United Pres
bytetia11 Church at the denomination's 183rd 
General Assembly in Rochester, N.Y . It was 
the first time in history that the denomina
tion lwd named a woman as its leader. The 
47-year-old moderator will serve for one 
year as the titular head of the 3.1-million
member Church. 

United Presbyterians, meeting in their 
governing General Assembly in Rochester, 
N. Y., late in May, approved some strong 
programs in mission, pronounced on several 
social issues, and dealt with an emerging 
emphasis on evangeHsm. 

The Commissioners (delegates ) endorsed 
a continued emphasis on evangelism by the 
Commission on Ecumenical 1ission and Re
lations (COEMAR, which deals with over
seas and interchurch affairs). At the same 
time, they called for ending any "depend-

ency relationships with indigenous churches 
and institutions," and asked that priority 
be given to cooperative and ecumenical pro
grams, and that personnel assignments over
seas be for a more Hmited duration . 

A dimension was added by guests and 
fraternal delegates from overseas, who 
helped to highlight these points : 

#The need for mutual respect and un
derstanding-many churches and styles 
serving one Lord . 

#The struggle of some churches for seU
hood-for example, the struggle for identity 
by Protestant churches in the Americas un
der the shadow of the power of the United 
States and its churches, and the struggle 
for institutional independence by black 
churches in South Africa, with its apartheid 
laws. 

#The servant role of the church, espe
cially underlined by a delegate from the 
Reformed Church of France-who said 
that when France lost its war in Vietnam, 
and lost its empire, the church in France 
became free of entanglements in power 
and is now a better servant of Christ. 

In the U.S.A., the Commissioners heard 
and approved a major push in church exten
sion-nearly $9 million loaned or granted 
from a special fund to aid the development 
of 227 new or existing churches. 

They also approved the granting of 
$100,000 from a special seed fund for work 
among Indian Americans-with the money 
going to 37 projects selected by Indian 
groups themselves. The projects include 
youth work, various development projects, 
continuing education for Indian pastors, 
and programs to combat drug addiction 
and alcoholism. They also approved fund
ing for programs validated and operated by 
the leadership of La Nueva Raza for work 
among Hispanic Americans. 

The Commissioners opted for unity in 
mission in their approval to continue the 
two church merger discussions--one with 
the Consultation on Church Union 
(COCU ) and the other with the Presby
terian Church in the U.S. (Southern ). 

COCU, which involves Methodists as 
well as Presbyterians, now has a draft plan 
of union before the churches for study-a 
plan that has occasio1Jed some objections. 
These were aired on the Boor of the Presby
terian Assembly in a lively debate, before 
the Assembly voted by a substantial majority 
to continue with the talks and the tudy of 
the draft plan of union . 

The Assembly also underlined its serious 
concern for the self-development of people 
by voting to raise $70 million in the next 
nine years for this purpose. One Great Hour 
of Sharing will con tinue as one of the fund
raising channels. 

Presbyterians at the Assembly elected 
their first woman moderator, Mrs. Lois 
Stair of Wauke ha, Wisc.-an act sym
bolizing the concern of this Assembly for 
the rights of women. This was stressed in 
a variety of reports , and the A sembly 
passed a resolution calling for the "fair 
representation" of women on the decision-
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m, king bodies of th church. 
Evnng Ii m and social concern both had 

trong propon nts at th s mbly, wi th a 
number of p ople--quit a f w outh ad
isory d I gut s , nd others-sharing both 
ncems. Th se on ms were woven 

through the sembly, like th mes that kept 
r turning, and came into focus in several 
actions : 

#Th 
work and 
glim. 

sembl ndorsed strengthened 
a comprehensive plan for evan-

#It also endors d a reso!ution ailing 
for merican withdr, wal from Indo hina 
b th end of the year, plus a strong state
ment ailing for action to clean up the en
vironment, and also an extensive sta tem nt 
on medic I are--c, lling for the delivery of 
h alth care to nil persons, regard! ss of 
ra e, color, ere d , or th ability to pay. 

Th sembly also approved a document 
d nouncing tortur in all pla es, with spe-

iflc r ference to Brazil, and also asking that 
the churches b supplied 'vith a balan ed 
vi w f recent events in hile, including 
th positive obj ctives of the Socialist gov
ernment elected democratically there. 

Th General ssembly voted to continu 
the 100,000 Emergen y Fund for Legal 

id established in the 1970 assembly. The 
a embly , !so expressed "serious questions 
con ming the propriety of allocating 

10,000 to the Marin County Black De
fense Fw1d" for the legal defense o[ Angela 
Davis. 

In her first ommunjcation to Presby
terian ministers in her capacity as moder
ator, !rs . Ralph tair d' elt on the Emer
gen y Fund for Legal rud. he tra ed the 
hannels in wru h the request came from 

the s ssion of t. Andrew United Presby
terian Church in farin City finally to the 

eneral Assembly's ouncil on Religion 
and Race, "asking the ouncil for support 
of efforts to as ur a fair trial for Miss 
Davis, including fin ancial support as ava il
abl ." On May 14 the amount of $10,000, 
ha ing been granted to that ynod's Office 
of Ethnic Church ffairs , was paid to the 

ngela Davis Defense Fund. 
1rs. tair quoted the Re . Elder G. 

Ha, kins, chairman of the Council on 
hurch and Race and a fonner 1oderator 

of the General As embly saying that "the 
presumption of guHt or innocence of per
ons receiving aid is not and obviously 

cannot be th basis for use of the Fund." 
Mr. Hawkins summed up : "The Angela 

Davis case is in the judgment of all in
volved a landmark case .... vVe cannot 
limit justice to tho e with whom we agree 
or there is no justice for any of us. The 
defense of I iss Davis' views is not our 
cause; the strong defen e of her right to 
ju tice and a just trial is involved with the 
basi beliefs of hristian faith it elf." 

i\ !iss Davis, a Black activist and former 
philo ophy instructor at the niversity of 

alifornia, has been in a California prison 
for nearly 200 day charged 'vith murder, 
kidnapping and crim inal conspiracy. he is 
an avowed Communist. 

In an ther action, th eneral ssembly 
denounced "the unjust confinement and 
forth-coming trial of thos Sovi t itizens of 
Jewish , nd hristian fait hs who are being 
d nied their rights bf s lf-determinntion 
and their right of emigration." 

Earlier in th session the Assembly had 
heard !rs. Rivka leksandrovi h, the 
moth r of a 23-year-old nurse now on trial 
in Riga, Latvia, call upon the Assembly to 
"do som thing important for the cause of 
all oviet Jews." It was th first time a 
Jewish person had ever addressed th Gen
eral Assembly of th 3.1-million-m mber 
body, and the fi rs t time the plight of So iet 
Jewry has been brought to the annual meet
ing of a major hristian denominatioi in 
th .. A. 

ASIAN , AFRICAN LUTHERANS HIT 
WESTERN INFLUENCE IN MISSION 

Representatives of Lutheran churches in 
Asia and frica challenged the churches 
of Europe and orth America to separate 

hristian mission from \Vestern and th re
fore fore ign thought forms when transmit
ting hristianity to the Third World. TI1ey 
also called for a world-wide investigation 
of the consequences fo r mission ansmg 
out of the encounter with socialism, espe
cially i\ !aoi t socialism. 

These two requests were voiced during 
a consultation sponsored by the Depart
ment of hurch oopera tion of the Luther
an \Vorld Federation which drew 150 par
ti ipants from 32 coun tries with Africans 
and Asians in the majority. Theme of the 
meeting was "Lutheranism in the Ecumeni-
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cal Ag ." 
During th consultat ion it became evident 

that the older churches can learn from the 
young r on s in Africa and Asia how the 
Christian faith can assert itself among non-

hristians. A growing self- onsciousness was 
evident among the Third World churches. 

After a discussion on how to give grea ter 
indep ndence to the younger churches while 
creating a closer f llowship in new fo rm 
among all the churches, it was unanimously 
agreed that a "universal partnership" among 
all Christian churches was needed . 

The ormn iss ion on Church Cooperation, 
which met following the consultation, en
dorsed the idea of an Asia Centre for Ad
vanced tudies that would prepare Asian 
leaders able to carry out the work of the 

hurch in the world ; impart the scholarship 

RNS Photo 

MUNCHES CRASS IN SUPPORT OF HUNGRY 
Anglican Bishop Kenneth Sansbury, general secretary of the British Council of Church.es, 

munches new-mown grass to symboli;:;e the sufferings of millions af hungry people durr.ng 
a demonstration in London's Trafalgar Square . Th e prelate is flanked by a young Indian 
and a young African. Th e African, Boniface Chiba/ale, actually lived on grass for several 
days while fleeing from Rhodesia. . 

Th e demonstration launched Christian Aid W eek in Britain . Christian Aid, the service 
arm of the British Council of Churches, raised over $7 million last .year for aid and re
lief projects throughou t the world and hopes to better that .Slim this year. Do?r-to-door 
collections, hunger walks and public festivals and. demonstrat10ns are used to rm~e money 
during this week . 
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If you are an ordained, licensed, and officially author
ized clergyman - not a self-appointed or "pseudo
clergyman" created by a mail -order, ordination-for -a-
fee organization - United Clergyman's International, 
Inc. offers you a service never before availab le. 

No longer need you fail to benefit from existing 
business or professional privilege from merchants and 
providers of services for the lack of convenient, author
itative verification of your status as a clergyman. This 
valued relationship, one widely honored by business in 
appreciation for religious and benevolent service to the 
community - but curtailed and destroyed by the prolif
eration of pseudo-clergymen - has now been restored. 

Membership in U.C.I., Inc., a non-denominational, 
non-partisan organization world-wide in scope, 
identifies you with dignity and without embarrassment 
to over 30,000 businesses wor ld-wide. It is an "Open, 
Sesame!" to a whole new world of major discounts and 
other preferential treatment. 

Virtually every purchase you or your family may 
wish to make - travel, overnight accommodations, 
entertainment, home furnishings - to name on ly a few -
is available at discounts of 10% to 50% upon presenta
tion of your U.C .I., Inc. Membership Card . 

Send your check for $15.00 with the form below 
for Charter Individual Membership, available only 
through July 31, 1971. If you are "rea lly a clergyman," 
you cannot ~fford to be without it . 

United Clergyman's Internationa l, Inc. wo 6 __ 
60 East 42nd Street, New York City, N.Y. 10017 
Gentlemen : 
Enclosed is my check for $15 .00. I am interested in a 
U.C.I., Inc., Charter Individual Membership . Please 
send Membership Kit. 
Name/ Title _________________ _ 

Church Affiliation _____ __________ _ 

Address-------------------
City & State _____________ ZIP·----

Telephone: Area Code ____ Number·-------

I understand that membership in U.C . I., Inc. is conditional 
upon my meeting certain criteria,. that my credentials as a clergy· 
man will be verified, that U.C.I., Inc. is not obligated in any 
way to pass favorably on my Application for Membership, and 
that if I am not accepted for Membership my $15.00 will 
immed iately be returned by U.C.I ., In c, 

to articulate intelligently their own environ
ment in terms of their newly discovered 
Christian ideology; and develop a self-aware
ness and sense of responsibility to share their 
faith with others . (EPS ) 

BISHOP WITHDRAWS METHODISM 
FROM NEW CONGOLESE CHURCH 

United Methodist Bishop John Wesley 
Shungu of the Congo has withdrawn his 
80,000-member denomination from the new 
Church of Christ in the Congo, known in 
French as the E .C.C. 

This development, which is causing con
siderable havoc in Congolese Protestant cir
cles, was confirmed by officials of the 
United Methodist Board of Missions. 

For some time reports had indicated 
Bishop Shungu's displeasure with the ECC, 
formed last year as a more closely knit re
placement of the Congo Protestant Council. 
ECC is a sort of combination of denomina
tion and council. It now represents 37 
churches. 

A summary and background of the situa
tion was prepared by George Daniels, direc
tor of interpretative services at the Board of 
Missions. 

He noted that some see Bishop Shungu, 
who makes no secret of his leaning toward 
conservatism and traditionalism, engaged in 
a power struggle with the Rev. Jean 
Bokeleale, the prime mover of ECC, a 
clergyman of the Disciples of Christ and a 
confirmed Congo nationalist. 

One reason for forming the new Church 
was to give Africans more control of their 
religion. Mr. Daniels said that Bishop Shun
gu had a '1arger, and practically uncon
tested voice" in the "missionary-dominated 
Congo Protestant Council." 

Dr. Isaac H . Bivins, head of African af
fairs for the Board of Missions, said Bishop 
Shungu is not "against a Protestant council 
loosely constructed. He's opposed to any 
structure which in his opinion infringes 
upon his power as a bishop. He fears any 
encroachment of a central Protestantism 
upon his control of the United Methodist 
Church (Congo ) , the largest Methodi t 
Church in Africa." 

Bishop Shungu is the first black African 
to head the Congolese branch of the U.S.
based denomination . 

He has repeatedly charged that the ECC 
came into existence without sufficient study 
and was not constituted through legal pro
cedures. The bishop has pushed for the re
establishment of a more clearly identinable 
council of churches. 

But a committee on reconciliation has also 
been set up to try to bring a workable solu
tion . United Methodist leaders in the U.S., 
Mr. Daniels said, are reluctant to intervene 
in what Bishop Shungu feels is his affair. 

Some observers feel that the Congolese 
government prefers to deal with the ECC 
in relation to schools and hospitals than with 
more than 30 separate denominations. 

Mr. Bokeleale of the ECC has insisted on 
a unified structure as the way for Africans 
to gain control of their Churches. The Bel-
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RNS Photo 

Two old friends, Pope Paul VI and Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, exchange views 
during a recent visit at the Vatican . A~er the audience, Rabbi Heschel, fam ed philos
opher and theologian of Jewish Th eological Seminary, New York, voiced the opinion 
that "Pope Paul is the most misunderstood man of the century." Th e Roman Catholic pon
tiff told the rabbi how deeply impressed he was by "the spirit and beauty" of the rabbi's 
books, and said he thought all Catholics should read them . 

gian-educated clergyman told a reporter 
earlier this year : 

"We badly need to be united and express 
our faith in Congolese terms. A decade after 
national independence, though, we are still 
facing a colonial situation." 

He would like for mission boards in 
Europe and America to offer financial sup
port with no strings attached . "We are al
ready a Church in the New Testament sense 
of the word," he said . "We don't need 
Western organiza tional fo rms to become 
one." 

As a member of the policy-making Cen
tral Committee of the World Council of 
Churches, Mr. Bokeleale is well known in 
international ecumenical circles . 

Discussing the clash between Bishop 
Shungu and Mr. Bokeleale, Mr. Bivins of 
the United Methodist mission board said 
that the two have different styles, theologies 
and images of the church. 

"There is no doubt that Protestantism in 
the Congo needs both these men. The 
ques tion is what kind of Protes tantism can 
survive a struggle between these two giants. 
Both have a significant bod y of Christians 
behind them." 

DEPARTURE OF FOREIGNERS 
HURTS CHILEAN CHURCHES 

(RNS) 

Two Protestant congregations in Santiago, 
Chile, which serve foreign res idents have 
decided to merge because many of their 
members have left the country since the 
election of Salvador Allende. 

The congregations are the St. Andrew's 

Anglican Cathedral Church and the San
tiago Union Church. 

Many fo reigners have been leaving as 
their profess ional work contracts have not 
been renewed due to Chile's na tionaliza tion 
of mining and other major fo reign opera
tions. 

Other chmch groups have also been af
fec ted . Bishop F ranci co Anabalon of the 
P ntecos tal Church said his group has had 
to suspend construction of churches and wel
fa re centers because of the departure of in
dustrialists who supported the Pentecostal 

hurch . 
The majority of Chilean members are of 

low income and cannot afford to carry on 
these p rojects, he said . 

In another development, Christian-Marx
ist coopera tion took an interes tin g step fo r
ward when a volunteer work brigade from 
the Communist Party received permission 
to clean the outside of the Catholic Ca the
dral in Santiago. 

The work brigade completed its task on 
the national day of voluntary work organ
ized by the government in May to encourage 
the average Chilean to "help in the edifica
tion of socialism." 

Meanwhile, Catholic thinkers have been 
arguin g over Christian-Marxist rebtions. 
Opinions range from outright criticism to a 
favoring of cautious cooperation. 

Christian-Marxist dialogue is possible 
th rough the concrete programs of the gov
ernment aimed at eliminatin g capitalism, 
according to Senator Rafael Agus tin Gumu
cio, member of the United Popular Action 
Movement ( MAP U). MAPU is composed 
of leftists who split from the Christian 

Democratic Party. It forms part of the coali
tion government of President Salvador 
Allende, a Marxist . 

"Christian-Marxist unity is fundamental 
for the revolution since this is not achieved 
without the common voice and expression 
of the workers, who are mainly Christian 
people," he said. 

Gumucio described himself as not being 
a Marxis t ''because as a Catholic I believe 
in the coming of the Lord into the world 
to reconcile man with nature." 

Jorge Ivan Hubner, fo rmer congressman, 
however, said the only Christian reaction to 
Marxism should be condemnation . 

Father Hernan Alessandri , theological ad
viser to the national episcopacy, said coop
era tion is possible, but involves clear knowl
edge of what Marxism means otherwise 
dialogue is a "suicide attempt." 

"Capitalism and socialism have been 
openly condemned by popes, indicating that 
the final goal should be a society where peo
ple may authentically live what the gos
pel proclaims," said the theologian. 

(Latinamerica Press ) 

EPISCOPAL CHU RCH LOSES FIGHT 
TO END GM SOUTH AFRICA WORK 

All eight proxy challenges-including one 
from the Episcopal Church and others hav
ing religious backin g-to the management of 
General Motors were defeated at the an
nual stockholders' meeting of the nation's 
largest corpora tion. 

The 6 hour and 56-minute session, pre
sided over by GM board chairman James 
M. Roche, was attended by nearly 2,000 
persons. It offered a broadly based forum 
on "corporate responsibility" and, at times, 
sounded like a revival meeting. 

Numerous churchmen were on hand to 
speak in favor of an Episcopal resolution 
asking GM to get out of South Africa in 
protes t to apartheid (racial separation .) 

One of the most impassioned speeches of 
support came from the Rev. Leon Sullivan, 
a Philadelphia Baptist pastor and economic 
developer who is CM's only black director . 

With the resonance of the preacher in his 
voice, Mr. Sullivan declared: "American in
dustry cannot morally continue to do busi
ness in a country (South Africa) that so 
blatantly and ruthlessly and clearly main
tains such dehumanizing p ractices against 
such large numbers of people. 

"I hear voices say to me: 'Things will 
work out in time ... things are getting bet
ter ... let us go slow on this matter.' And 
I ask: Why does the world always want to 
go slow when the rights of black men are at 
stake?" 

The Episcopal Church's rnsolution was 
last on the agenda. Since he had to ca tch 
a plane, Episcopal Presiding Bishop John 
E . Hines was allowed to speak earlier. He 
said that GM's presence in South Africa is 
"increasing the strength and control of the 
racist dictatorsh ip." 

Through its official body of incorporation, 
the Domestic and Foreign Missionary So
ciety of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
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the bishop's denomination, announced last 
F ebruary that it would challenge G. 1 on 
South African manufacturing. 

The move was part of an upsurge of in
terest in "corporate responsibility" among 
several Protestant Churches, 

GM stockholders rejected the Episcopal 
resolution by a huge majority. The measure 
received only 3 million of 226.5 million 
votes cast. The Episcopalians were voting 
about 12,500 shares. 

Among their b ackers were the American 
Baptist Home Mission ociety with 20,000 
shares the United Methodist Women's Divi
sion ,;.,i th 7,047 share , and the interde
nominational Riverside Church in 'ew 
York City with about 9,500 shares. 

Three challenges to the corporation came 
from " ampa ign G~1," launched by consum
er advocate Ralph ader. Those resolutions 
asked for a detailed report of company anti
pollution efforts, more opportunity for op
position candidates on the board of directors 
and the election of directors representing 
GM employees, dealers and consumers. 

Other proxy votes on incorporation , meth
od of ballot and sites of annual meetings 
were also defeated. Among the ponsor 
were Wilma Soss and Evelyn Y. Davis, 
two well-known corporation "gadflys." 

Mr. Roche defended the corporation 
against the challengers. "O ver th last sev
eral years, I personally have been in a posi
tion to give serious thought to the pre sure 
for change," he said . " eneral Motors, a 
we h ave tried to how, is responding to the 
demands of our ociety." 

Horace Gale, treasurer of the American 
Baptis t Home Mission ocieties, aid, "When 
our company cont ributes to a govemm nt 
that is keeping a larg segment of its popu
lation in virtua l slavery, then w as hare
holders with hri tian conviction must urge 
th t this arrangement b brought to an 
orderly end." 

BOLIVIA OUSTS PEACE CORPS 
AFTER LEFT-WING PROTESTS 

Th Bolivian govemm nt h as expe lled the 
. . P ace ,orps after he an left-" ing 

pr s ur . 
Th Pea ,orps was accu ed of initiating 

Bolivian youth into the me of drugs and of 
being an instrument of imp riali t mflltra-
hon . The Bolhian \\ orl..ers nter, th 
Bolivian niv r ii> ,onfrd r,1tion ,md I L 
( ,hurch and Sou ty in Latin merica) 
made the charge . 

The e pu)sl()n came ,1fter Pr<KC' Corp<, 
officials denied the charges and compl.unecl 
that no eoner<'ll' C'\ idenl· \\ .i offered Peace 
,orp' 1 currc·nth w1thdr.1wmg the .1ppro i 

mat h JOO volunle r' from th rnuntry 
The expu1'1on 1\ \t•en as mon• ,111 .ip

pe.1\ ment to thr !(•ft ll\ the r gim of 
.rn. Ju.111 Jo\ Torr(·\ th.111 ,111 all pt.i11t • 

of the charg<· . 
IS L de l·nhed P1•,1c' .orp ,1 ",111 

oq.~anu.ihon whid1 e plic1th or implicith 
t·,1rrie\ the 1dt'olog\ of our npprl" or ," Tlw 
<'lumen1l'otl group al'o .1 led for tlw l''pul
sion of l . militan 1111\ iom . 
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BISHOP PROTESTS CM POLICY 
Presiding Bi5hop John E Hines of the 

EpiYcopal Church addr sses nearly 2,000 
stock/to/den of General ,\lotor in an at
tempt to pr nurc the huge corporation to 
end manufacturing operation in 011th 
Africa lie said that C.H im;estment help. 
to support the apartheid (racial 1 pa ration) 
of the u·hit -donunatcd nation Bi1hop Hin 1 

is belici:cd to be the highest U c/111rcltma11 
to adrC'.ss a S ftockholdcn' meeting in tlte 
current church campaip,n to incrca c "cor
porate rC'1porwbility." An £pi copal Church 
resolution a.skinp, C\f u;1tltdrau·a/ from 

outlt Africa trn d<'featcd by a /tug<' mar
gin, 3 million in fai:or and OLC'r 226 million 
opposed 

Pea<::e .orp ha be n irn oh ed in pre\ i-
ous contro\er ie h re. Thr ) ,1r ago th 

. volunteer orga111z.1t1011 '"1 ch.1ri~ed 
with di tributmg birth lOntrol information 
and de\'lt s although tht' \\ .1 .ig.11n t gO\ -
emment wishes. 

\l al..ing the ehargt·' .tt th.it time \\,I\ 

the Boll\ 1an Unionist Action enter \\ hich 
mdudes the hri\tian l.ibor mo\ m nt . 

( L.1tinam<·ric.1 Pre 

THREE RETIRE FROM BOARD 
l11e Rev Dr II P 

\lurph\ . \Ir. C.torg l 
I I erg<· ht·mH r, 111d the 
H \ Dr Harold D l't·I 
.m· rt'ttnng from th 
l 'mted \lethod1't Bo.ml 
of \It\ 1011,, 1t \\a' 11-
nounu·d .1t .1 \( 1\ hr~1rd 
m etrng 111 B11H.ilo . 

Dr \lurpll\ , '110 pl.111, 
to return to ht, 11.11tH· T1· '" 111.11..mg h" 
home 111 J.1,pN. \\a ho1101t«l for 1 I \t 1r ' 
t·n 1u• \\1th tht' Bo.ml 111d prl'tkt 1r 

,1gt m·1(·\ (11 Har\ of l'1\ ll ht "tlu 1111.ml\ 
<,t·11ior \t.11! nwmlwr. .\ .1 ,1 t 111 
., crt"t.1n for ( l11m h i: It 11,11111 
Bo.ml'' .ttin11.1l Dt\ t\1011, lw Ii. dm111· 
i\ll'rl d tlw mJl..1111( of 111.111\ h111 total111 
\t'\ em! n111l1un doll.in lor h111ld111g p111p" < 
I It• 1 .111 a11th,1r a11d h.1 h 11 d to mil It 
11 •\\ prnl!r.1m 111 t l1111t h < It 11 11111 u h 1 
lo.tu' to cl111n hn 111 ght Ito t'011111111111t1 
.111d ,, 31 1111llio11 111\t·,tmt·nt 11111.J 

e Larg• 10 onch good 
barder•d plat•< 

• Ordtrs fill•d for 25 
or mor• plat., 
sho ing your o 
Church or ot " 
sctnt. 

e W t also print 
Church Note Popu 

For sample and illurtrot«I llte1ot11re r1te 
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Dtpt. 0 , Appomattox, Virginia 24522 

REINHOLD NIEBUHR DIES 
Rt·mhold 1 lmhr 

"tclt·h n·g.ml d .i th 
mo t 111!111 nttal \nwn 
l.111 th<'OI 1:1.111 of th< 
:!0th ( 1·11h1n d1t d 
Jun I tn l<Klhndl!t, 
\la ', ,1ft r .1 !0111: ill· 

. lit \\0111.J ha\t 
,IT\ old Oii 



If you received 3(.-well, 2 U .-) respected 

awards for excellence, would you mention it? 

ASSOCIATED CHURCH PRESS ASSOCIATED CHURCH PRESS 

l97I 

Award of Merit 
1971 

Award of Merit 
praeoted to prueoted lo 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NEW WORLD OITTLOOK 

for for 

E,.c.ellence of Editorial Advocac1 Gene ral E >ece lie nee 

~-((£["" £s A r. ,. 
OOtti• S.-~ 

also Honorable Mention: rrBest Use of Photography". 

We're mentioning it- (proudly)! 
here's what the judges said: 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK: First General Excellence 
Mission Magazines 

General excellence truly descr:bes this publication 
which seeks to "explore and interpret the Christian 
mission in the contemporary world." The format and 
typography is modern without sacrificing order and 
readability. The content of the magazine is effec
tively focused, often with a series of articles, well il
lustrated with photos, dealing with different aspects 
of the same subject: the plight of the blacks, the 
Latin American view, etc. Yet the content is far rang
ing: besides the articles there are editorials, letters 
to the editor, book reviews, "The Moving Finger 
Writes", etc. 

The editors of New World Outlook can take special 
pride in their first place award. 

~-------------------------------

ADDRESS: 
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK 
Room 1328 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York, N.Y. 10027 

O For a one year subscription to New World Outlook $3.00 
O For a combination subscription NWO and response $5.00 

Street or box number _ ____________ _ 

City _ _ _______ State _____ Zip ___ _ 

O Check enclosed 
O Please bill me later 

~-------------------------------



AVACO Photograph 

Reconciliation In The Midst of Discontinuity, by Keiji Kosaka (Japan) 

Ke ij i Kosoka was born in 1918, studied at the Nat ional Art University of Japan and the Ecole 
des Beaux-Arts in France, and now teaches at Aoyama Gakuin Junior High School. Baptized a 
Christian at the age of thirty-eight, the Cross ha s become the theme of much of his art . " Even though 
one may create crosse s", he has written, "i n the case of Japan one sees Christ standing on the 
so il of Sh into and Buddh ism . This is the cross in the soil of the East ." Mr. Kosaka has described the 
" Recon ci liation " sculptu re as " a plea for truth , as a synthesis of religion and science , and a s the 
pla intive beam of ligh t emanating from the flower of suffering ." 


