


The whole question of deve lopment will be coming to a head in local churches 
in t he nex t few months. Packe t s of ma teria l s have gone out from One Great 
Hour of Sharing, whi ch is bearing t he brunt of fund-raising for development. 
Some persons r ece iving the material find it incredibly complicated ••• 

Perhaps because the whole que s tion of development is very complica ted. No 
precise definitions have been worked out-or when they have, others come 
a long with important criticism. So we'd better look a t the complexity, and 
see if we can find some basic points of cl a rity beyond. 

Does development mainly mean inspiring people toward self-development? If 
s o, then the Christian mission has a lready helped substantially to do this 
by prea ching the word of God and tea ching people to rea d and write. The 
belief in man's freedom and dignity as a creature of God, combined with 
education, forms one of the maj or, underlying causes of the growing black 
revolution against oppressive white governments in Southern Africa ••• and 
find s a counterpart in the feelings of some minorities in the U.S.A. The 
concepts of fre edom , dignity and self-determination t ake root in a people 
the people rise to seize these as their birthright as children of 
God, and find their way blocked by existing power structures • • and 
revolution begins to brew. 

Does development mainly mean economic empowerment ••• giving people the 
resources to stand on their own feet and help t hemselves? If so, then 
something is amiss in the de ca de s of forei gn aid that have genera lly left 
the less developed peoples worse off than before. For one thing, the 
economic relationships between the developed and less developed countries 
are such tha t the developed countries a re highly f avored. For example, 
a Brazilian today must produce many more bags of coffee to buy one Jeep 
than he did a decade ago ••• despite the foreign aid. 

Does development mean politica l as well as economic empowerment? If so , 
then we a re sooner or l a ter f a ced with some r ad ica l ideas : that the land 
and resources belong to a ll the people , so tha t a ll may share 
collectively (socialism) ••• or tha t every person in the world is indiv i d
ual ly entitled to a more or les s equal share of l and and resources-as 
his birt hright as a child of God (he doesn't have to earn it, but does 
have to use it re sponsibly ) . 

These are s ome-only s ome-of the basic questions underlying the push on 
deve lopment . These questi ons have only begun to emerge in the U.S.A., they are 
fa r from being settled. As of now, it is perhaps safe to say four things. 

Firs t , development does mean the empowerment of people, in one form or 
another .•• and these forms will be both individual and collective, and will 
vary fr om place to place acc ording to the si tua tion and needs of the 
people. We may see a varie ty of deve lopments a t this stage; not one, well
defined thrust. Second, this year's definitions and guidelines on develop
ment may be changed or discarded next year, as we get deepe r into our 
engagement with the development process. 

Third, we do not have to wait for precise definitions in order to help people 
to help and develop themselves •.• what ever forms this may t ake. Finally, 
Christian doctrine may be more relevant to devel opment t han economic or political 
doctrines •.• because the Christian faith speaks to t he freedom and de
velo pment of the whole person as a child of God. Ho w this a pplie s, in the 
specific human situations of today, is part of the adventure on which we 
have embarked. 
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HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF 
Perhaps much of the emotion about draft 

dodgers and deserters in "When They Stop 
Running" ( November ) could be relieved i£ we 
remembered our history. We forget that you ng 
men have left their homelands to escape mili
tary service before. 

When I was a child in the Midwest I knew 
a good many men who said quite fr ankly they 
had left Scandinavia, Germany, Ireland, Swit
zerl and, so they wou ld not have to serve in 
the armies of their homelands. These men left 
Europe sixty-eighty years ago. They became 
good citizens of the United States, fine farmers 
and small businessmen, raised exemplary fami 
lies and generally made real contributions to 
the communities in which they settled . 

The United States, responding then to a 
climate of repea ted wars in Europe, reflected 
the decisions the young immigrants of an 
earlier generation had made. ow history re
peats itself. 

MRS. RUTH H. COLLINS 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Mrs. Collins is on the Women's Division Field 
Staff, United Methodist Board of Missions . 

CHURCH REMAINED SILENT 
It could have been the churches' finest hour. 
We had a break in the Paris peace talks, but 

the church remained silent. Church people 
take a great interest in other issues of the day, 
such as crime, pollution, drugs, etc., but peace 
seems to have become a dirty word . We can 
speak out anytime we choose, but by our votes 
and non-concern we have st ill ed the voices of 
more than 44,000 of our young boys forever. 

How can we explain this to our youth? They 
know we can unite and stop this war now. 
How long can the church survive as long as we 
allow this great tragedy to continue? The 
youth are dropping away. The penalty of 
a young man turning nineteen is most likely 
the jungle of Vietnam. Some choose to leave 
their loved ones and their country forever to 
seek a better life. Some resort to drugs thus im
pairing their health to become unRt for mi litary 
training. Most of them go and risk their lives, 
but they don't understand the war. 

We try to raise ou r sons to be good citizens, 
and love all mankind, but allow the military to 
take over, and make killers of them in a few 
weeks. We are fas t becoming the most hated 
nation in the world, because of our mistake 
in Vietnam. 

The church has remained silent too long. 
Before it is too late, let's band together and 
demand an end to this war now, and prove 
to the world that we are still a Christi an nation. 

MARVlN GRAY 
Washington , Indiana 

NIXON'S NOT TH E ONE 
Either you are very poorly informed, or 

you deliberately tried to twist the facts in your 
November editoria l, "The Sad Fate of Presi
dential Commissions." 

You say, and I quote, "The President who 
appointed this group of distinguished and im
partial citizens suddenly to act as if they were 
a bunch of bums he had never seen be
fore ... . " 

Then you list the "President's Commission 
on Pornography and Obscenity" as a case in 
point. 

May I remind you that it was not " the Presi
dent who appointed this group" who denied 
and refuted their findings, but rather that 
President's successor. 
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We have no way of knowing whether Mr. 
Johnson wou ld have denied the findings of 
this group i£ he were still the President. But it 
was President Nixon who did this, and he did 
not appoint that committee! 

( REV. ) TROY R. BRADY 
Winter Park, Florida 

AN OBVIOUS DEMOCRAT 
You are obviously a Democrat by poli tics. 

And like all good Democrats, it's you r day to 
blame the administration since it happens to 
be headed by a Republican, at present. 

In saying " . .. an administration . . . making 
a ca reer out of exploiting rather than solving 
the p roblems .. . " ( Editorial, November ) you 
go against our Lord's admonition, "Judge not 
that ye be not judged." 

Can't our church magazines refl ect more of 
our Lord's opinions and attitudes rather than 
passing judgment on systems and persons? 

If I'd been a Democrat I might have agreed 
with you. But I happen to be a Republican 
Christian, a born-again Christian. 

MRS. D. E . SKAKLE 
Chapel Hill, North c ·arolina 

RELEVANT ARTICLES 
Just to express continued appreciation for 

your efforts to bring relevant articles. You give 
voice to concerns that I have only felt. Spe
cifically you seem to alert readers to the need 
fo r reform in systems. 

GEORGE Zusow1cz 
Osawatomie, Kansas 

Dr. Zubowicz is superintendent of the Osawato
m ie State H ospital. 

ATTRACTIVE AND INFORMATIONAL 
I have just finished a paper on "Religion in 

the 70's." My chief source of information was 
from various articles in new/ WORLD OUTLOOK 
beginning with the April , 1969 issue. 

Thank you fo r an attractive and informa
tional magazine. 

CoRA ( MRS. W . L .) PERRYMAN 
Bolivar, Missouri 

ENJOYED OCTOBER ISSUE 
Being a pastor from Brazil , I enjoyed very 

much the October issue of this magazine
even though I cannot agree with everything 
in it. 

( REv. ) J. ROBERTO BRJTTO 
Fort Worth , Texas 

ENOUGH OF HARANGUE 
The October issue is great. The eye-witness 

documentary coverage of the Cuba church is 
exactly what we need. Enough of perora tions 
and subjective harangue! 

\Vhat I hope we can do with new/ WORLD 
OUTLOOK is to bui ld confidence in the overseas 
Mission of our churches, and to di sseminate 
fac ts about the autonomous church overseas 
and how overseas church members reall y feel 
about their church and what's important to 
them. 

l hope that new/ \ VORLD OuTOOK will not be
come a forum for generalized philosophical at
tacks upon the American social and economic 
system. I believe that if Latin Ameri can prob
lems and church members' feelings are pre-

sented in a factual style, then the implied 
criticism of aspects of the "American Establish
ment" will be understood . 

Each issue gets better. 
ROY P . STRANGE, JR. 
Denton, Texas 

Mr. Strange is a m ission interpreter for the 
United Presbyterian Church in T exas. 

FACTS ON RHODESIA 
have very seldom had reasons to be dis

pleased with new/ WOHLD OuTOOK. In fact I 
have often been pleased about the fact that 
the Church can produce such a high quality 
magazine. 

Therefore I was sorry to see several errors 
in the September issue. In the editorial, you say 
that the Tory party in England has already de
cided to sell arms to South Africa. This is 
incorrect. 

In regard to Rhodesia I am not at all certain 
that the five principles referred to earlier in 
the same paragraph do include a "guaranteed 
eventual black African rule." Furthermore, the 
sanctions are to continue, they are not to be 
lifted . With regard to the trade with South 
Africa, U.S.A. is in a bad position to say any
thing in view of its own heavy financia l in
vo lvement with both South Africa and Rho
desia . I would have liked to hope that support 
for Rhodesian Christians would involve people 
from other countries as well, not onl y people in 
U.S .A. and Britain. 

On page 34 in the same issue reference is 
made to Mindolo Ecumenical Literacy Centre. 
The correct name is Afri ca Literature Centre 
and it has nothing to do with Mindolo -Ecu
menical Centre except that there ex ists a fra
ternal relationship between the two and they 
work harmoniously together. The Africa Lit
erature Centre is not a project of the All Afri ca 
Conference of Churches. 

BENGT SIMO SSON 
Great Glen, Leicester, England 

Mr. Simonsson was form erly director of the 
Africa Literature Centre. 

PERTINENT POEM 
Thank you fo r such a pertinent poem : 

"Creed of Complacency" (September ) by Joan 
Lawrence. Too many people hold that view 
today, and I hope it jostled some of them up. 
I am framing it up in my room. 

USAN B ASCOM 

Kobe, Japan 

CHAPLAINCY AT CHUNG CHI 
Frank Woo ( "~ I i ionaries and Fraterna l 

Workers in Mid Career," September ) has en
deared himself to the Hong Kong community 
and we are all looking forward to his return. 
The Rev. Peter Lee, a member of our Hong 
Kong Provi ional Annual Conference, has been 
serving as Acting Chaplain since the summer 
of 1969. Now in his second academic year at 
Chung Chi , ~ I r. Lee is also providing a frui tfu l 
and meaningful witness to the students. 

( REv. ) EWI NG \\I. CAnROLL, Jn. 
Kowloon, Hong Kong 

Mr. Carroll is En glish secretary, Hong Kong 
Provisional Annual Conference, The Unit ed 
Meth odist Church . 

\ e regret that credi t was not given to the 
Centro Audio-\'i sual Evangelico ( CA E ) in 
Campinas, Sao Paulo, Brazil , which produced 
the tape for the soundsheet in the October 
i sue. 
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Here We Co Again 
(and Again and Again) 

The recent actions of the Nixon ad
ministration in ordering bombing raids 
over North Vietnam and in conducting 
an abortive raid on an empty prisoner-of
war camp were disquieting enough 
events in themselves. They have been 
made even more ominous by statements 
by administration spokesmen, headed by 
the President and Secretary of Defense 
Laird, confusing as the rhetoric of many 
of those statements is and is intended to 
be. What finally emerges beneath all the 
verbal fog is a clear decision to re-esca
late the war in Southeast Asia. 

What the administration seems to have 
decided to do is step up air strikes against 
North Vietnam while it is proclaiming its 
fervent desire and intention to wi thdraw 
American combat troops from South 
Vietnam. In order to do this without an
nouncing a change in policy, government 
spokesmen are keeping up a constant 
barrage of "clarifying" statements about 
our "agreements" with the North Viet
namese when we ceased bombing. That 
these "clarifications" are either distor
tions or lies is considered immaterial; it 
is by such lies that great nations conduct 
their affairs. 

We are not so naive as to believe that 
governments can never lie. What is so 
alarming in this instance is that the lying 
is being done to reinstate a discredited 
policy. Secondly, one of the chief causes 
why the Vietnam War has been so dis
astrous for this country has been the con
sistent and systematic lying over the 
years by the government both to the 
public and to itself. Finally, there is no 
way out of the dilemma of this war until 
the alternatives are honestly faced. 

The Nixon policy of Vietnamization 
has always contained a potentially fatal 
inconsistency. While seeking to assuage 
American public opinion by withdrawing 
U.S. combat troops, it has adamantly set 
as one of the terms of a political settle
ment the preservation of the Thieu-Ky 
regime in South Vietnam. In shorthand, 
this might be called having the fruits of 
a victory without winning the war. 

This is all very nice for our side, but 
there was never any real reason to sup
pose that the North Vietnamese saw any 

reason to give up at the peace table what 
they had not lost on the battlefield. 

Despite this rather important flaw, 
"Vietnamization" enabled the U.S. gov
ernment to partially disengage without 
the onus of having to settle for less than 
our announced terms. 

This kind of sleight of hand can only 
work for so long before the horrible 
choice reasserts itself-continue this 
hated war or settle for something a great 
deal less than victory. It would seem 
that the Nixon administration has settled 
for continuing the war and hoping that 
turning it into an air war in which U.S. 
ground troops do not get killed will some
how make the war invisible. 

This may be an acceptable political 
decision. The American people want this 
war to end so desperately that even self
hypnosis may seem worth trying. But on 
any rational grounds, it seems like yet 
another in that endless series of blunders 
that have landed ~s in our present sorry 
mess. The bombing of North Vietnam did 
not work even when there were half-a
million U.S . soldiers stationed in South 
Vietnam; why should it work now? 
Bombing North Vietnam is, as they say 
in administration circles, "counterpro
ductive" because it stiffens North Viet
namese resistance and increases inter
national repugnance over American bm
tality. 

One of these days some American 
government is going to have to bite the 
bullet over this war, declare a cease-fire, 
withdraw all the troops and work out a 
political settlement which we may not 
like very much in this country. There are 
no signs that this administration has the 
political courage or wisdom lo take that 
step. Until that courage is fin ally exer
cized we seem destined to stumble on 
with this bloody, futile war. 

Jesus Christ Superstar 
Most editorialists wrote their what-1-

think-the-decade-of-the-seventies-will-be 
editorial last January. In point of fact, 
however, this month marks the beginning 
of the decade. With that pedantic note 
for an excuse, we can perhaps be per
mitted one outlandish question about the 
future. Will this decade be marked by a 
new fad for youth-Christianity? Three 
items from the world of popular music 
can be noted. 

Item: While churchmen have been 

holding endless conferences and writing 
similarly endless studies on "salvation"
often to say that the word is not usuable 
any more-a satirical rock musical with 
a youth cast opened last year Off Broad
way with the title "Salvation ." 

Item : One of Joan Baez' best-selling 
records, made las t year, featured "Will 
the Circle be Unbroken" and "Just a 
Closer Walk with Thee." Called "David's 
Album," it was named for her husband, 
who was then serving three years in 
prison for refusing to kill in Vietnam. 
Judy Collins' latest album includes a very 
traditional rendering of "Amaz.ing Grace," 
which was also used by Ario Guthrie. 

Item : "Jesus Christ Superstar" is the 
title for a new "rock-opera" on the Decca 
label, reportedly based on the last seven 
days of Jesus Christ. The album is said to 
be neither good rock nor good opera and 
is probably even worse theology (the 
idea is that Jesus Christ was like a rock 
superstar with ego hangups ). 

If there is a renewed interest on the 
part of youth in this decade in Christian
ity-and these items may suggest but 
certainly don't prove that point-we can 
be sure of two things. First, it will be an 
improvement on the Beatles (the fad, 
not the musicians) , the Maharishi Ma
hesh Yogi, pot, teenage runaways, day
glow posters, and whatever else prom
ised a magical mystery tour to those of 
any age by whom the new is always tried 
first. At least the new fad will not be all 
that new. And, what's more, if caught 
correctly, it has a certain proven quality 
of not only re-orienting a person's life 
but sticking around for a long time, 
often until death. 

Secondly, we can be sure there will be 
religious leaders of every persuasion, 
conservative to revolutionary, probably 
even including us, who will be trying to 
baptize the new fad. The easy assumption 
will be that youth is finally asking the 
questions for which we have the answers. 
And we will want to make sure, won't we, 
that they get the proper answers. 

So what we need to do is to ask Gama
liel to repeat his advice to us for this dec
ade. If this "thing" is of God, then all 
our meddling is not going to change it 
significantly. And if it is not, it will go 
the way of any fad . It may be that the 
Holy Spirit and youth have a whopper 
in store for us. But if it is going to stick, 
Jesus Christ will have to tum out to be 
more than a rock superstar. 



CONSCIENCE AND THE 





bridge scientists clustered around the 
biochemist Frederick Gowland Hop
kins. They wrote a letter to the editor 
of "Nature" expressing their anxiety 
about the growing misuse of science. 
And that was all then. However, after 
the involvement of physicists in a war 
that led to the Battening of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki a crisis of conscience of 
the physicists became widely shared 
on both sides of the Atlantic. 

With the foresight characteristic of 
genius Albert Einstein said at the 
dawn of the nuclear age : "The un
leashed power of the atom has 
changed everything except our ways 
of thinking. Thus we are drifting to
wards a catastrophe beyond compar
ison. We shall require a substantially 
new manner of thinking if mankind is 
to survive." This "new manner of 
thinking" necessita tes a revolution 
among scientists about their own at
titudes. 

I have two propositions to make that 
are both revolutionary and controver
sial: 

Firstly, there is nothing that scien
tists should not investigate unless
and this is the important part-unless 
the declared objective is undesirable 
or possible consequences are undesir
able. In the tradition of science up to 

the preseqt we have tended to neglect 
that unless . . . We have supposed that 
the adequate reason for pursuing any 
research was curiosity with no holds 
barred. 

Secondly, scientific knowledge is not 
simply neutral information which 
scientists accumulate and which they 
can then safely leave to politicians and 
industria lists to decide what to do 
with. The responsibility of the scientist 
goes beyond his investigation to the 
effects his knowledge may have in the 
world. 

Both propositions set a stage for 
confrontation between the scientist's 
work and his conscience. If we are to 
take that confrontation seriously, then 
we shall need to plan a new orienta
tion to the training of scientists in 
which the spirit of enquiry will be 
guided by a sense of priority. As 
Robert S. Lynd concluded in "Knowl
edge for What?" "Research without an 
actively selective point of view be
comes the ditty bag of an idiot, filled 
with lots of pebbles, straws, fea thers, 
and other random hoardings." 

When research threatens man's 
future 

It is almost a heresy in science to 
suggest that any research could have 

undesirable consequences. The scien
tist tends to separate his research from 
the uses that society makes of it. But 
this sort of simple separation leads to 
a denial of responsibili t)r for what the 
scientist does. 

What sort of research could possibly 
be undesirable? This question leads to 
another one that has to do with the 
duties that fa ll upon a scientist when 
it becomes clear to him that further 
advance of knowledge in his line of 
research could involve serious danger 
to mankind. 

There is a wide spectrum of possible 
investigations that we would need to 
examine with these questions in mind . 
At one end of the spectrum it will be 
relatively easy to say: this is an unde
sirable objective. At the other end 
we shall find it much more difficult to 
decide. When a biologis t works in a 
biological warfare laboratory on re
search to develop a disease producing 
a virus more dangerous to man than_ 
any existing virus, then I would main
tain that the result of that research is 
highly undesirable. The world would 
be better off without that particular 
bit of know-how. , 

Nobel Prize winner in biology Pro
fessor George Wald of Harvard Uni
versity, who is an authority on vision, 
was asked by a U.S. army labora tory a 
year ago to help with work on tem
porary blinding agents. "You know a 
lot about the chemistry of vision,'' 
they said, "you're just the man we 
want to consult with us." He refused . 
Instead he called upon American 
scientists to stop working on chemical 
and biological warfare which he called 
"the technology of death and destruc
tion." 

About mid-way along the spectrum 
is this sort of problem. Suppose that 
someone wants to work on the produc
tion of a more virulent strain of 
disease-producing virus for the pur
pose of anticipating ways of combat
ting new virulent strains that may 
arise naturally in the future. Here the 
declared objective is desirable, but 
the risks to man may be great if such 
a virus escaped from the laboratory 
before man _pad time to become im
mune to it. Some years ago one world 
leader on virus research, Sir Mac
farlane Burnet, who is also a Nobel 
prizeman, made a decision not to do 
any work on viruses that did involve 
a threat to man. His view was that 
some existing research involved such 
a threat. 



At the other end of the spectrum it 
may be exceedingly difficult to decide 
in advance whether the consequences 
of a particular piece of research are 
undesirable. 

The dilemma of nuclear physics 
Biologists are now facing, and may 

expect to face even more in the fu
ture, a moral dilemma about the de
clared objectives of their research and 
the possible deleterious consequences 
of some of their work. They are in the 
sort of dilemma the nuclear physicists 
found themselves in when they made 
the first attempt to fission uranium in 
the cellars beneath a grandstand of 
the football field in the University of 
Chicago. Their dilemma was twofold . 
The research was highly dangerous. It 
could have resulted in the laboratory 
being blown to pieces, together with 
its scientific workers and the rest of 
the University of Chicago. Professor 
Harold Urey had visions of toppling 
Chicago skyscrapers. Secondly, they 
knew that if they succeeded, then the 
first likely use of their discovery would 
be the making of the atom bomb. On 
both issues the decision was made by 
the scientists working on the project 
to go ahead. The moral issues were 
deeply felt by these physicists in the 
Chicago lab and then later by many 
others when the project expanded to 
other sites. They found it quite impos
sible to detach themselves from the 
possible consequences of their work 
and they didn't. Science may be 
amoral but scientists never should be. 

It is a disastrous mistake when peo
ple suppose that scientific knowledge 
is a neutral sort of stuff churned out 
by scientists who can safely leave it 
to the politicians and industrialists to 
decide what to do with it. The Chi
cago scientists of the '40's resisted this 
concept with all their might. Their 
decision to go ahead and make the 
bomb was one they judged to be de
sirable at the time. Some of them re
gretted this later. Albert Einstein said 

with deep concern after the war, "If 
I had known that the Germans would 
not succeed in constructing the atom 
bomb, I would never have lifted a 
finger." 

Robert Oppenheimer said the phys
icists had known sin. As scientists they 
felt inadequately equipped at the time 
to make the sorts of judgments they 
had to make about the consequences 
of atomic fission. But they did some
thing about it. They held long discus
sions with those whom they thought 
might be better equipped, philoso
phers, theologians and politicians. I 
don't know how edified they were 
with these contacts. In an attempt to 
openly discuss problems of moral and 
political responsibility in the use of 
atomic energy, they produced a jour
nal, "The Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists," which became the mouth
piece of their disturbed conscience. 
They had crusades to Washington . 
They lobbied in the corridors of politi
cal power. 

A historian of these events at the 
time wrote : "These men had rediscov
ered their personal consciences and 
were determined to overcome all op
position to guide society back to the 
road of progress and divest it from that 
which led to annihilation." Politicians 
called them the league of frightened 
men. Politically they had two great ob
jectives-the civilian control of atomic 
energy in the U.S. and the interna tion
al control of atomic energy in the 
world. They succeeded in the first but 
not in the second. 

Probably the most effective of the 
non-official organizations of physicists 
that has contributed to peace is the 
Pugwash Movement, so called from 
the name of the small town in Canada 
where the first meeting was held in 
1957. It was founded by Einstein and 
Bertrand Russell some years before 
in a manifes to about thermonuclear 
war which concluded: "We appeal, as 
human beings, to human beings; re
member your humanity and forget the 

rest. If you do so, the way lies open 
to a new Paradise; if you cannot, there 
lies before you the risk of universal 
death." Pugwash conferences pre
pared the way for treaties on test ban, 
outer space and non-proliferation. 
They were effective because they in
cluded the scientists who knew the 
most and as Einstein remarked, "These 
are the most gloomy." It is precisely 
because scientists know the most 
about possible consequences of their 
discoveries that they must be involved 
in decisions for mankind and cannot 
just hand over this responsibility to 
politicians and industrialists. 

The newer dilemma of biology 
Two years ago I had an hour's talk 

with Carl-Friedrich von Weizsacker, 
the German nuclear physicist Hitler 
commissioned to investigate the possi
bility of making the atom bomb. 
When I visited him he was a professor 
of Philosophy at Hamburg University. 
Since then he has become director of 
an institute for the use of knowledge 
for the bettermen t of mankind. What 
I remember most from my visit was 
his concern about biologists. "We 
must not," he said, "let ourselves be 
overwhelmed by biology as was the 
case with physics." He then elaborated 
his concern that the new knowledge 
that biology was bringing to man 
could become as disastrous to man
kind as atomic weapons would be in 
a nuclear holocaust. 

The dilemma that many of us feel 
as biologists is not primarily the use 
of biology for biological warfare, hor
rible though that is. Most of us are 
not and never will be involved in 
that. I , wi th many of my colleagues, 
believe that to be a perversion of our 
science. It is not so much a dilemma 
as an evil to be fought against. Our 
chief dilemma is not that biology can 
be used deliberately to produce disas
trous results. It is that disas trous con
sequences can follow from research 
which appear at the outset to be 

9 



' 

totally desirable in its aims. Probably 
the most significant contribution that 
biology has made to mankind is in the 
control of death through the conquest 
of disease. A consequence of this is 
the runaway cancerous population 
growth in the world today with its 
attendant starvation and the frighten
ing deterioration of our environment. 
Its single cause is death control. 

The discoverer of DDT, Paul 
Muller, was awarded the Nobel Prize 
for the contribution DDT made in 
death control. DDT has saved count
less lives from typhus and malaria. 
Early in 1969 DDT was completely 
banned in Sweden, the country that 
gave him the Nobel Prize. It was 
banned in Sweden because of its long
term deleterious effect on wildlife 
particularly fish and birds. We know 
that DDT has saved countless lives, 
not only through ridding large areas 
of disease, but also because it rids 
many crops of their major pests. Yet, 
in the long run, it could be a disaster 
for mankind . It has certainly been a 
major factor in population growth 
which many of us consider to be a 
cancerous disease of our planet at this 
stage of its history. But there is a sec
ond large problem created by DDT. 
It is accumulating on this planet be
cause it is not readily destroyed . It is 
accumulating not just in soil and the 
oceans but in living organisms, possi
bly in all living organisms and we just 
don't know what the long-term effects 
of this will be. 

DDT is remarkably non-toxic to 
man; about as toxic as aspirin. But 
take a big enough dose of aspirin and 
you can kill yourself. We are all dosed 
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with DDT whether we are Eskimos 
in Alaska or city dwellers and we as
sume the levels of DDT in our bodies 
are quite non-toxic. But who knows 
what the long term effects of this vast 
unplanned experiment will be? The 
answer is-no one. We just don't 
know what may be the effects of long 
term presence of DDT in the cells of 
our bodies. A paper published in the 
British Journal "Nature" in 1968 
claimed that relatively small doses of 
DDT fed to pigeons affected the fun c
tioning of enzymes in the liver and 
the level of sex hormones in the 
blood. Little is known of the effects 
of DDT on mammals. There have 
been claims that it induces cancer in 
mice. And in at least one DDT manu
facturing plant the workers who were 
exposed to constant contact with large 
amounts of DDT developed a collec
tion of very unpleasant symptoms. 

Because it is slowly digested DDT 
is just about everywhere. It is one of 
half a million different pollutants that 
are cast into the oceans continually. 
In 1968 a short paper was published 
in the American Journal "Science" 
which claimed that DDT slowed 
down photosynthesis in plant life in 
the sea. All life in the sea depends 
upon photosynthesis, the chemical 
process by which green plants bind 
the sun's energy and make it available 
to living things . I have an ecologist 
friend at Stanford University, Cali
fornia- Professor Paul Ehrlich. He 
sees in this a sign of doomsday for the 
oceans. "Ecocatastrophe" he calls it. 
He has a conscience about these 
things and I suppose that is why he 
published a paper about it in the po-

litical magazine Ramparts. The glossy 
cover is very striking; a tombstone is 
set on the bottom of the ocean. Its in
scription reads "The oceans. Born 
3,500,000,000 B.C. Died 1979 A.D . 
The Lord Gave. And Man Hath Taken 
Away. Cursed by the Name of Man." 
It's a dramatic scenario. It is one bio
logist's way, exaggerated maybe, of 
putting his conscience to work and 
awakening ours. 

They know not what they do 
If we biologists, as a result of our 

efforts for death control, are providing 
the means of the destruction of our 
planet as a place where men can live, 
then it is high time we got together, 
as did the nuclear physicists, to get 
the facts straight, work out the con
sequences and let the public know 
what is happening. It took an atomic · 
bomb to arouse the conscience of the 
physicists. It is the deterioration of 
our planet that is now arousing the 
conscience of biologists. Some are be- -
ginning to see the light, but for many 
the judgment over their heads will 
be "They know not what they do." I 
find it deeply disturbing at the pres
ent time, that the commonest vie~ 
among scientists is that they have no 
special responsibility as scientists. In 
the short term this is a comfortable 
view to have, for to be responsible 
about these things we shall have to 
give up some of our time from our 
laboratories and do what the nuclear 
physicists did in Chicago in the '40's 
when they had the atom bomb on 
their hands . Professor Hans Bethe, 
one of the nuclear physicists who was 
involved in the atom bomb project, 



told us on a recent visi t to Australia 
that ever since those days he has spent 
one third of his time on the social and 
political problems arising from nu
clear energy. The socially responsible 
scientist of the future may well find 
himself spending up to one third of his 
time on social problems of his science 
because he has a conscience as a scien
tist. 

You may well ask, can we then ex
pect science and technology of the 
future to be solely dedicated to the 
great tasks of alleviating suffering and 
improving the quality of life on earth? 
The question has to be asked not of 
science and technology, which are im
personal, but of scientists and tech
nologis ts. Is that asking too much of 
them? Ask anything less and you re
duce scientists and technologists to 
the level of automatons, the puppets 
of politicians and industrialists. 

There has been a revolution in 
science and technology. We now need 
a revolution of scientists and tech
nologists. That will come when scien
tists are no longer seen as the amoral 
accumulators of information. They 
must become part of the wisdom of 
the renewed state. It will be their con
cern that the total 78-nation budget of 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency "Atoms for Peace Project" is 
less than the U.S. expenditure on send
ing a single unmanned rocket to the 
moon, or that more is spent on one 
nuclear submarine than on the total 
research in agriculture in the U.S. It 
will be their concern that scientists in 
government services are so often pre
vented from expressing cri ticism of 

government policy. Unless the revolu
tion occurs, then future historians may 
well ask why our scientists and tech
nologists did not really join the human 
race at the hour of its greatest need 
but were prepared to be silent specta
tors of the world's agony. 

The revolution has begun 
The good news is that the revolu

tion has begun. For three hundred 
years, the Royal Society of London, 
the oldest embodiment of scientific 
ethic, had an edict on its rule book 
prohibiting the Society as a body in 
pronouncing on matters politic. The 
rule was dropped in the late 1950's. 
As a result the president, Patrick 
Blackett, was able to tell the Queen 
in 1967 that the fe llowship "can quick
ly and effectively voice a collective 
view on matters of urgent national in
terest." And if it needs any encourage
ment it is getting it from the newly 
formed "British Society for the Social 
Hesponsibi lity of Science." Across the 
Atlantic a group of American scien
tists have formed their "Council of a 
Livable World ." That is exactly what 
it is , for it works to sway voters in 
political elections to vote for those 
candidates who will cooperate with 
scientists to make the world a more 
an d not a less livable place. Then 
there is the so-called "Union of Con
cerned Scientists" in the U.S.A. which 
a year ago organized a one-day sym
bolic strike at the Massachusetts In
stitute of Technology, the University 
that accounts for the single biggest 
share of U.S. government defense re
search within its walls. Scientists and 
students downed research tools for 
one day to engage in intensive and 
searching discussions on the responsi
bility of scientists in the modern 
world. And now in Australia we have 
seen established groups for Social Re
sponsibility in Science in each capital 
ci ty. If there is one theme fo r these 
groups it is that the responsible scien
tist has not only a loyalty to truth 
but also to humanity. It is just no 
longer good enough to have as one's 
scientific credo-what it is possi
ble for science to know science must 
know, what it is possible for tech
nology to do technology must do. If 
it is possible to split the atom, the 
atom must be split-regardless. If it is 
possible to create a new and more 
vi rulent virus, the virus must be 
created-regardless. Science has its 
great virtues and these are its loyalty 

to truth and utter honesty. But the 
future cries aloud for scientists to add 
another loyalty to their credo and 
that is loyalty to humanity, to the 
values of man. About that we have a 
great deal to learn. If science is to be 
a blessing and not a curse on the earth, 
then the scientists of the future will 

" If science is to be a blessing 
and not a curse , scientists will 

have to be humanists first and 
scientists second." 

have to be humanists first and scien
tists second, and that sort of scientist 
we had better start training right now 
before it is too late for humanity. 

I have suggested that the watch
dogs of science and technology must 
be the scientists and technologists 
themselves. But they must be the or
dinary unofficial scientists and tech
nologists. It is no good supposing 
that a new elite government depart
ment of science will do the job effec
tively. Nigel Calder in his book 
Technopolis expresses scant confi
dence in the possibility of scientists 
attached to government departments 
doing this job . These men are likely to 
be chosen because they are "reliable" 
or "establishment" and soon they be
come henchmen of ruling politicians. 
We need only to recall the assurances 
about the harmlessness of nuclear 
born b tests of official scientists before 
the partial Test-Ban Treaty. The facts 
and arguments will have to be put 
fo1 ward by unofficial scientists and in 
such a way that more people will care 
to, and will be able to, master and 
assess them. In this view the key lies 
in a greater social awareness of the 
scientist and a community that is alive 
to the issues he will constantly be rais
ing for its consideration. The con
science of the scientist may then be
come effective in appropriate political 
action. As the St. Louis group of the 
Scientist's Institute for Public Infor
mation in the U.S.A. remarked, "We 
don't have to take vows of political 
chasti ty here." Such a view might 
make Robert Hooke turn in his grave. 
But it is a view that may, in the end, 
save humanity from an earlier grave 
into which Robert Hooke and his 
friends were inadvertently leading 
mankind • 

11 





( ONSERVATIVES in the United Meth
odist and United Presbyterian 
Churches are staging an impressive 
comeback since their lowpoint years 
of 1967-1968 and one reason appears 
to be that they have done what a team 
that is behind must do: shift the 
strategy. 

The years 1967-68 were the low 
points because in those years liberals 
in both churches solidified their posi
tions in critical areas. In 1967, United 
Presbyterians, after two years of dis
cussion in the local churches, form ally 
accepted the "Confession of '67." The 
venerable seventeenth-century West
minster Confession, which out-Cal
vined Calvin on predestination, was 
removed from its perch of being the 
one and only standard of the Church 
to being but one among nine confes
sions, creeds and catechisms, from 
the Nicene Creed to the Confession of 
1967. Conservatives were quick to 
point out the obvious discrepancies 
between the Westminster Confession 
and the new Confession on such con
cepts as biblical authority and the 
Virgin Birth, but the new confess ion 
stood anyway. This was a shock to 
many conservatives, whether or not 
they had won prizes in their youth in 
catechism contests. Clearly, there was 
nothing sacred in Presbyterianism any 
more. 

The next year, liberalism took com
mand of the "con" side followers of 
the predestination arguments. The 
1968 General Conference in Dallas of 
the (new) United Methodist Church 

surprised even the liberals with its 
avant-garde posture (although, at the 
end of the conference, delegates al
most panicked and threatened to undo 
their good works). Among other 
things, the General Conference set up 
a $20 million Fund for Reconciliation , 
established a Commission on Religion 
and Race, went on record to support 
Project Equality which is concerned 
with equal opportunity employment 
and advancement in industries, sup
ported the Board of Missions in its 
withdrawal of funds from a bank 
pledging loans to the apartheid gov
ernment of South Africa, and estab
lished a new social concerns magazine, 
later called engage. But the biggest 
surprise was that the Conference sup
ported the "right of non-violent civil 
disobedience in extreme cases" (many 
pastors spent months afterwards fend
ing off irate parishioners on that one) 
and also removed from ministerial re
quirements the specific prohibitions 
on the use of tobacco and alcohol. 
Clearly, there was nothing sacred in 
Methodism any more. 

The establishment of the major con
servative organizations in the two 
churches roughly coincided with these 
liberal victories. The Presbyterian Lay 
Committee, Inc., with headquarters 
in New York, was begun five years ago 
when the new confession was first pro
posed for discussion. Uni ted Meth
odism's Good News-the Forum for 
Scriptural Christianity, with head
quarters in Elgin, Illinois, was estab
lished three years ago at the time of 
the General Conference (one liberal 

-A HOPE AND A DANGER 

analyst, Professor J. Robert Nelson of 
the Boston U. School of Theology, 
noted that the evangelicals returned 
for their rally in August to Dallas
"the scene of the crime"). There are 
other conservative organizations, such 
as Presbyterians for a Biblical Confes
sion and United Methodists for Meth
odism, but these have been eclipsed 
somewhat by the larger groups. 

The main reason some of the other 
groups have been eclipsed is that, un
like the Lay Committee and Good 
News, they have not adequately al
tered their strategy (or "game plan"). 
Basically, the new strategy continues 
the criticism of the liberals' works but 
co-opts their rhetoric and links it to 
traditional evangelical phraseology 
and patterns. 

The new strategy, of course, is not 
the only reason for the success of 
these groups. With the general shift 
to the right in the population, widely 
trumpeted in all the journals and TV 
talk shows, plus a strikingly similar 
"game plan" on the part of the cur
rent Nixon Administration, evangeli
cals in the churches now have the 
wind at their backs. There are also a 
few new players in the evangelical 
line, including ome that formerly 
wore jerseys of a different color. (Few 
of the leaders, however, for either the 
Lay Committee or Good News are 
women, perhaps reflecting the greater 
involvement of the women's organiza
tions than the men's in both Churches 
in social issues over the year . ) The 
other side now feels itself on the de
fensive . 

13 



The Minneapolis Shift 
If the shift in strategy occurred at 

any one time it was at the U.S. Con
gress on Evangelism in Minneapolis, 
September, 1969. And if it was any 
one speech it was that of Dr. Leighton 
Ford, an associate of Billy Graham, 
who reportedly electrified the crowd 
of ten thousand. "What has evan
gelism to do with revolution?" asked 
Ford. "Just this-that Christ's work 
never goes on in a vacuum, and today 
the Christian Church is being called 
to evangelize people caught up in 
cataclysmic change . ... It is to the 
shame of the Christian Church that 
we have been so slow to face the de
mands of the Gospel in the racial rev
olution of our time. With some nota
ble exceptions, we have moved only 
when we have been run over from 
behind. We have enjoyed, many of 
us, our privileged posi tion at the 
'white hand of God.'" 

In a long speech, Ford carved a 
middle line between the extremes of 
status quoism and radicalism, repudi
ated the idea that simply "preaching 
the Gospel" will solve society's ills, 
and urged evangelism through the 
church and within the church instead 
of through "specialized" organiza
tions. "Today," he declared, "when 
our churches are being torn apart be
tween the so-called 'soul savers' at one 
pole and the so-called 'social reform
ers' at the other, it's absolutely impera
tive that we keep in view the com
pleteness of the Gospel and resist the 
temptation of both extremes.'' He said 
we need a ''holy discontent with the 
status quo" because the Gospel calls 
for constant change, but "if we go 
around patting all the radical revolu
tionaries on the head as God's secret 
agents, then we are spiritually blind, 
theologically naive, and politically 
stupid." 

God, declared Mr. Ford, is lord of 
history and "will take the rage of the 
ghettos, the apathy of the suburbs, the 
unrest on the campus, the nightmare 
of Vietnam, and weave these tangled 
threads into the fabric of his plan." 

Because of its positive view of so
cial change, its call to repentan.ce on 
the part of evangelicals for their part 
in resisting necessary change, and its 
commitment to joining evangelism 
and social action on the deepest level, 
Ford's speech was widely quoted in 
such journals as Time and Newsweek 
and undoubtedly had an effect on 
many evangelicals who have been un-
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sure of their ground on social issues. 
The Presbyterian Layman, organ of 
the Presbyterian Lay Committee, ran 
the complete text of the speech. Lead
ers of Good News, the Forum for 
Scriptural Christianity within the 
United Methodist Church, went away 
from Minneapolis saying "Why can't 
we have something like this in our 
church?" They shortly began to plan 
for the August meeting where a raft 
of speeches from a number of evan
gelicals echoed Ford. 

Professor K. Morgan Edwards, of 
Claremont School of Theology in Cali
fornia, declared: "If the word be the 
word of severity, so be it. That's the 
word for the evangelical. We must be 
torn apart in order to know how 
desperately you and I need it. There 
is no evangelical reawakening until 
you and I receive the severity of God 
and the assurance of his grace that he 
longs to pardon and restore." 

Dr. Ira Galloway asserted: "Unless 
there is repentance in our hearts here, 

"Our unity 1s 
not going 

to be found 
man 

orthodoxy 
of theology." 

God will not use this meeting. We 
stand not in judgment but in privilege 
and opportunity to give witness ... . " 
And the Rev. Tom Skinner, a black 
evangelist from Harlem, gave virtually 
the speech he gave in Minneapolis: 
"Stop allowing yourselves to be brain
washed by people who call themselves 
conservatives. I believe that Jesus 
Christ is God's answer to man's di
lemma, but .. . the Evangelical Con
servative has been brainwashed by a 
certain political conservative that has 
wrapped Jesus Christ in an American 
flag, so that to stand up in the name of 
God and to speak against the problems 
of our society and to speak against 
racism and injustice results in being 
called anarchists." 

The most surprising new face was 
that of Bishop Gerald Kennedy, years 
ago the youngest and most liberal 
bishop in the Methodist Church. "Our 
unity," he said, "is not going to be 
found in an orthodoxy of theology." 
The bishop, who told the press he 
didn't really know why he had been 
invited to this meeting, declared that 
the Methodist Church "has been one 
of the institutions that has had a hard 
time bringing the races together." 
This group, namely the evangelical 
United Methodists, represented to 
him "both a hope and a danger." Ex
plaining this, he said, "If you can hold 
up to the world a great witness to 
Christ, the church will welcome this 
but if this movement ends up simply 
as a critical dissenting one, it will not 
help the church." 

Change of Objective 
The danger of being solely a nega

tive and dissenting organization has 
also occurred to The Presbyterian Lay 

Committee, Inc., which has recently 
rewritten the fourth of its five objec
tives. Formerly, point four read "To 
discourage public pronouncements by 
church leaders speaking for the 
Church as a corporate body, either 
specifically or by implication, on po
litical, social and economic questions 
unless there are spiritual or moral is
sues which can be supported by clear
cut Biblical authority." Now it reads: 
"To encourage official church bodies 
to seek and express the mind of God 
as revealed in Scripture on individual 
and corporate moral and spiritual 
matters .... " The change was said to 
be "for clarification." 

The Lay Committee's Field Direc
tor, Mr. Charles E. Ecker, Jr ., told 



"We are involved. We're 
not against everything. But 

we think we ought to 
be given equal time to provide 
a little spiritual leadership." 

me of some of the thinking behind the 
change. "The image of the Lay Com
mittee," he said, "was that we were a 
reactionary bunch of old status quo 
Presbyterians who were against every
thing the Establishment was doing. 
This isn't so. We are just as supportive 
of many things and we also stand up 
and say so. Just take a look at our 
Board members' involvement. Who's 
the head of the United Negro College 
Fund? One of our members-George 
Champion ... . We are involved . 
We're not against everything. But we 
think we ought to be giving equal time 
to providing a little spiritual leader
ship. ,!'fot just activism without the 
other. 

Nevertheless, more will have to be 
done than simply listening to a few 
speeches or rephrasing an objective if 
these organizations are to avoid the 
"critical dissenting" tone which Bish
op Kennedy called a danger. For that 
tone is still dominant and, so far, the 
major reason for the existence of these 
groups. 

Mr. Roger Hull, president and 
board chairman of Mutual Insurance 
Company of New York ( MONY ) and 
chairman of the Board of the Pres
byterian Lay Committee, Inc., says: 
"We didn't like the direction the 
Church was moving into secular af
fairs , in which we felt that in many 

"We didn't like 
the direction 
the Church 
was moving 
into secular 
affairs. . . " 

Mr. Roger Hull 

Mr. Charles E cker 

instances they had neither the com
petence nor the facts to pass judgment 
on . ... We were buttonholing Sena
tors and Congressmen to vote for this 
bill or against that bill, and we felt 
that in this whole process we were 
really being diverted from the pri
mary mission of the Church, the 
Gospel, and we have a very strong 
conviction that the way to get a lot of 
these social problems solved is to get 
dedicated laymen who go to church 
on Sunday and get inspired spiritually 
to get involved in the day to day 
nitty gritty of the social problems. The 
resolutions and social pronouncements 
of the Church are not going to get 
them involved." Hull was not in favor 
of the United Presbyterian Church 
taking a stand against the ABM sys
tem because it "alienated a lot of 
dedicated Presbyterians" nor is he in 
favor of any pronouncement on the 
Vietnam war ("there have been wars 
since the beginnings of history and I 
suppose there will be wars until Christ 
comes back") because the "leadership 
of the church" doesn't have access to 
the facts to make "a valid judgment." 
Asked what he thought would be an 
issue suitable for a pronouncement he 
replied "pornography." There was a 
report on sex received by the last Gen
eral Assembly, he noted, "and it is al
most pornography itself." 

"Social Activists Versus Evangelicals" 
Mr. Hull believes that the tensions 

in the Church are "a matter of the so
cial activists versus the fellow who be
lieves in evangelical Christianity." He 
says there "are actually people in the 
Presbyterian Church who are uni
versalists" in their theology. "If I were 
a universalist- which I'm not-and I 
agreed Christ accomplished salvation 
for everybody irrespective of what the 
response of that individual was and it 
was finished and done, then I would 
get out and work for the perfect so
ciety on earth and not wait till Christ 
comes back again. If I believed that, 
then I would have a great deal more 
sympathy with the social action point 
of view." 

Nevertheless, Hull's real difference 
with the social activists is less in the 
realm of theology than in the realm 
of practice. He simply believes his 
form of social activism- "getting on 
the Urban Coalition and the Store
front Academies in Harlem"-is effec
tive while the social activists just make 
speeches. His magazine, The Presby
terian Layman, has mentioned forms 
of involvement of which the PLC ap
proves, such as tutoring underprivi
leged children and housing unwed 
mothers. 

But the Lay Committee doesn't 
spend $250,000 a year just to urge 
people to tutor children and house 
unwed mothers. Most of that money 
goes to The Presbyterian Layman, 
with a circulation of 230,000 (in a 
Church of three million ), where the 
concerns of the Committee get promi
nent attention. Those range from the 
financial plight of ministers and the 
loss of many favorite hymns in the 
new hymnbook to the Consultation 
on Church Union, the National Coun
cil of Churches, ministry to draft 
evaders in Canada [see November, 
new/ WORLD OUTLOOK], anti-war mo
tions in presbyteries ( the glee is 
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barely contained when such measures 
are defeated ), the grape strike, the 
Black Manifesto, and, of course, the 
decline in belief that the Bible is fully 
authoritative. 

The magazine has, as Charles 
Ecker says, a point of view which it 
is pushing, in addition to the factual 
articles, and these cover "the things 
we believe in : fair play, labor, thrift, 
all that goes hand in glove. We are 
against the communal, the pronounce
ments ... We are opposed to the wel
fare agency as a giveaway, but we are 
for welfare, for helping these people 
help themselves. But freeloading
that is a different thing." It is not like
ly, however, that the Lay Committee's 
board knows anything first-hand 
about welfare. They are chairmen, 
presidents or lawyers of such as 
MONY, Chase ·Manhattan Bank, 
Acme Markets, and the Coca Cola 
Company. The only insight into "free
loading" might come from J. Howard 
Pew, whose Sun Oil Company has for 
years received welfare in the form of 
Oil Depletion Allowances. But that is 
probably not exactly the sort of free
loading Mr. Ecker had in mind. 

"Good News for Methodists" 
United Methodism's Good News 

movement compares in size to the 
Presbyterian Lay Committee as, say, 
Elgin, Illinois compares to New York 
City. The Good News magazine has 
a circulation of about 20,000 (in a 
denomination of eleven million ); its 
founder and editor, Dr. Charles W. 
Keysor, is also a full-time minister of 
a United Methodist church in Elgin . 
Of the thirty-two directors (one is 
black, which is one more than the 
Presbyterian Lay Committee has on 
its board ) none are in the well-heeled 
Sun Oil class ; most are ministers. 
Both organizations claim that money 
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is still a problem for them, but it is 
a little easier to believe the Good 
News people on this score. And, of 
course, both organizations claim they 
represent many more people than are 
on their circulation lists, which is un
doubtedly true. 

The Good News movement has as 
its symbol a cross superimposed on a 
fingerprint-to illustrate the call of 
God to each individual and His divini
ty impressed on man's humanity. No 
one seems to know exactly whose 
fingerprint is represented, but a good 
guess would be Charles W . Keysor's. 
Good News is pretty much under his 
thumb. 

Dr. Keysor is upset about inany 
things in United Methodism. But 
chiefly he lists three areas in which to 
"fight for the faith ." These are Sunday 
school literature, the use of money, 
and politics in the Church. 

"Let each local church," he warned 
in Dallas, "study objectively all possi
ble curriculum material available
and please don't overlook the Bible, 
approved Methodist literature!" In a 
different speech, Keysor asked rhetori
cally, "Is it love when our Board of 
Education ignores the pleas by loyal 
Methodists for literature which does 
not violate their faith and their Chris
tian experience? Is it love when 
United Methodist curriculum writers 
force on the church secular concepts 
so radical that many loyal Methodists 
feel obliged to leave the church rather 
than subject themselves and their chil
dren to the new morality, to relativism 
and doubt?" The chief concern ap
pears to be with literature for junior 
and senior highs, though motive mag
azine for college students also came 
in for its share of criticism by Keysor 
and others in Dallas. Already, Keysor 
and his movement have had an effect 
on future curriculum materials. Board 

There is "an unfortu
nate blindness to both 
the social and eternal 
dimensions of Christ's 
two-sided gospel ... a 
gospel for this world 
and the next." 

Dr. Charles W. Keysor 

of Education leaders have asked for 
and received from Good News a long 
list of writers who can put an "evan
gelical viewpoint" in the literature. 
Whether this will satisfy evangelicals 
who said they want "all or nothing" is 
something else. Good News leaders 
say they are "loyal Methodists" and 
want to stay in Methodism to reform 
it, but at Dallas prominent exhibitors 
included Scripture Press, Gospel 
Light, and other conservative, non
Methodists presses. Keysor says, "Wr, 
are free at last to do our own thing 
in Christian Education." A recent sur
vey indicated that one out of four 
United Methodist congregations was 
using non-Methodist curriculum pub
lishers. Nothing at Dallas indicated 
that Good News wanted it any other 
way. 

When it comes to money, Keysor 
acknowledged that there is no single 
issue which generates more heat and 
less light. He doesn't like the term 
"withholding" and clearly doesn't 
want to appear to be telling people to 
do that; he only urged the crowd in 
Dallas to do its "homework" on where 
the money was going. 

"Is it love," he asked, "when certain 
elements in the church take money 
that is given by people for one pur
pose and use the money for a different 
purpose, a purpose to which many of 
us givers are violently opposed?" 
Questioned later on what amounts to 
the serious charge of misappropriation 
of funds, Dr. Keysor said he specifical
ly had in mind the $1.3 million the 
Board of Missions voted last year for 
"black economic development." But, 
apparently not having done some of 
his own homework, he was unaware 
that over a third of that went to black 
colleges which have long been re
cipients of mission money. It depends, 
he said, on "what kind of theology" 



is being taught at those black 
colJeges. It turns out he really ob
jected to the money being called 
"black economic development"-and 
there are many from other perspec
tives who would agree. 

As for politics, Dr. Keysor believes 
there are two kinds practiced in the 
Church. The first is "unregenerate 
church politics," and the second is 
practiced by "one whose political ends 
and means have been redeemed and 
sanctified by Jesus Christ." Though he 
dislikes the term caucus, there is no 
doubting which type of politics 
Keysor believes he practises and 
which kind he believes is practised by 
."the infighters for United Methodists 
for Church Renewal." "I am com
pelled ," he says, "to put up a fight 
against those wheelers and dealers 
who take not only their representation 
but yours as well." 

"I want both 
the activists 

and the pietists 
to see the failure 
of a half gospel." 
Dr. Claude Thompson 

A Hope and a Danger-and 
Evaluation 

The hope for the Church in these 
movements lies chiefly in the extent 
to which the new "strategy" is actual
ly a commitment to joining evangelism 
and social action at a meaningful 
level. If it is no more than "strategy" 
or talk, the Church may find itself 
fooled into having only the pretense 
of social concern without the sub
stance of it. Among those in the evan
gelical movement who best epitomize 
this hope is Dr. Claude Thompson, a 
theology professor at Candler School 
of Theology and a white who has 
fought long battles for integration in 
the South. His concern is that political 
revolution often lacks a gospel while 
evangelism often lacks a humanism. "I 
want both the activists and the piet
ists," he says, "to see the failure of a 

half gospel." Thompson is genuinely 
concerned about some of the "sepa
ratist" movements he sees developing. 
He wishes that some organizations re
ceiving funds, such as the lnterreli
gious Foundation for Community Or
ganization, would exhibit at least 
some interest in evangelism and 
changing the hearts of people, but he 
is not about to organize a witch hunt 
or say these groups are non-Christian . 
Aware of the racism issue in United 
Methodism, Thompson says flatly: 
"We should put it on the line that if 
people continue to believe in a segre
gated church they should leave the 
Methodist Church and join one that 
advocates white supremacy.'' While 
Dr. Thompson's skepticism of IFCO 
is not, in this writer's opinion, fully 
justified, the commitment to genuine 
evangelism and genuine social action 
is real. If it is equally real and press-

ing for other evangelicals, the witness 
to a complete gospel will be, as Bishop 
Kennedy said, welcomed in the 
Church. 

If, also, in an age of computerized 
impersonalism, of mass society, and of 
"cruelty systems" the evangelicals can, 
in the words of Dr. Tracey K. Jones, 
General Secretary of the United Meth
odist Board of Missions, restore "an 
interest in the person and the individ
ual" caught up in the systems, then 
there will be all the more reason for 
hope. 

The danger for the Church in these 
movements does not lie, as some have 
suggested, in polarization. These 
movements are less the cause of polar
ization than the result of it. The dif
fe rences existed before Good News or 
the Presbyterian Lay Committee were 
born. And no political fac tion has a 

monopoly on polarization. 
The danger lies more, again as Bish

op Kennedy suggested, in attempting 
an "orthodoxy of theology." If, as 
Charles Ecker said, "most of our men 
are literalists,'' evangelicals will paint 
themselves into a corner of anti-intel
lectualism and opposition to every ad
vancement in b iblical studies and 
theology. That may be fine for them 
personally, but in the long run it is 
not likely to be good for the Church . 
Many people will sooner leave the 
Church than to see a re-run of the old 
modernist-fundamentalist controver
sies of the late twenties and thirties. 
( In this vein, it was ironic that, at Dal
las, Dr. Keysor's speech on "unfaith
fulness" in the Church was followed 
with the singing of Harry E. Fosdick's 
great hymn, "God of Grace and God 
of Glory.'' Do the conservatives now 
mean to co-opt that great "modernist" 
for their movement?) 

It may be not too much theology 
but too little belief in the Holy Spirit 
that is the danger in the evangelical 
comeback. The Holy Spirit is leading 
the Church today into many new 
forms of witness and mission, much of 
it risky. By attempting only the most 
narrow definitions of approved forms 
of social concern, evangelicals may 
not only be continuing many of the 
paternalistic, band-aiding patterns 
the Church is trying to outgrow, they 
may be silencing the work of the 
Spirit as well. "New occasions teach 
new duties" is the way the hymn ex
pressed Jesus' idea that new wine can
not be put in old wineskins. For the 
Church to buy any one definition, 
from right or left, of what the pattern 
of mission must be is to block the 
work of the Spirit. 

Finally, if the evangelicals them
selves end up preferring slogans to 
facts on where the money goes, decry 
the "Church leadership" as "wicked 
and venal" (as someone said in a 
seminar in Dallas) , dissent on every
thing that does not contain the re
quired evangelical passwords and 
shibboleths, pout that they are "pow
erless" in the face of the "liberal estab
lishment," and try to block every im
portant attempt to deal with the social 
issues of our time, the Church will 
surely turn its back on it. 

Then its danger will be that its ex
cesses will have deprived the Church 
of the hope and vi tality looked for 
and desired in the evangelical come
b~k. • 
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WHAT'S 
IN A 
WORD? 

Excerpts from discussions held under the auspices of the World 
Council of Churches, with representatives from many parts of 
the world. 

Dr. Sorituo Nababan, Indonesia : 
In the Indonesian language, the 

word for salvation, keselamatan, has 
the same root with the greeting word 
salaam from the Arabic. The meaning 
of this word is peace-politically, so
cially. This also includes joy, enough 
food , no trouble, and a free life, free 
especially from fear and from ghosts. 

Dr. Stanley Samaratha, India : 
The Indian word for salvation is 

connected with the Sanskrit word 
moksha. Its root means to release, to 
free. In seeking moksha, man is trying 
to break out of the bondage of karma 
samsara-that is, the cycle of births 
and deaths to which he is attached. 
So, positively, it also means freedom 
that comes after release from bond
age. 

Mr. Nicholas J. Maro, Tanzania : 
The Swahili word which is the 

equivalent of "to save" is ocoa. It 
means rescue, deliverance. It is as 
simple as that. 

Miss Inga-Brita Castren, Finland: 
The Finnish word for salvation is 

pelastus, which means safe from 
things such as a storm. The noun used 
for savior is vapahtaja, the one who 
liberates. The trouble is that this word 
vapahtaja has become a purely reli
gious term which is scarcely used in 
any other connection at all , except in 
religious language. It's a nice, senti
mental word. It's not used in political 
language or social discussions at all. 
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Dr. Hans Jochen Margull, Germany: 
The phrase "Jesus saves" is almost 

unknown in Germany, at least in 
Luther's translation of the Bible. 
Luther's translation always speaks of 
making free-of liberating or of bring
ing salvation, and then salvation is 
something in which a man is incor
porated. 

The word heil has a rather dubious 
history in Gennany, as it has been 
stolen and empoisoned by the Nazis, 
although its original meaning is heal
ing and holy. 

Archbishop Antony of Minsk: 
In the language of the Russian Or

thodox Church, Slavonic, the word 
salvation means deliverance from in
evitable destruction . When we speak 
of salvation, we understand an enor
mous effort made by man, and accord
ing to the effort he makes, our Lord 
gives him strength. It is to cite the free 
will of man, and God's help, as condi
tions for achieving salvation. 

Dr. Tracey K. Jones, U.S.A.: 
If you take the root word of salva

tion , as I understand it, there is also 
in it not only deliverance and libera
tion from evil-these are very impor
tant today, but also the whole idea of 
healing. The saved man is the man 
who is being made whole. He is the 
person, in a world of tremendous 
mental anguish and internal storm of 
all kinds, who is being healed within 
himself and, therefore, can also be a 
part of a healing process with others. 

Mr. Philip Potter, World Council of 
Churches: 

The Hebrew word for salvation is 
ye'shua and it comes from a Semitic 
word which means to make wide or 
spacious, to release someone who is 
confined or imprisoned in any way, 
whether through illness or through 
want, someone who is hungry and 
who is released by being fed, or 
someone who is held back by enemies 
and is delivered, or who is being op
pressed by others and is released 
through the manifestation of justice. 

Therefore, the rulers, the kings, and 
all those wbo have power, have it as 
their duty to be the saviors, that is, to 
remove all those things that hindtr 
people from being free and spacious 
in their existence. 

Professor Colin Williams, U.S.A.: 
When you live in a society, for ex

ample, where there might be a great 
change, let's say with the black peo
ple in America, for a moment- where 
there is an awareness that now there 
is no excuse for just living as liberated 
people internally, believing nothing 
can be done about furthering God:s 
purpose, His liberating purpose in the 
world .. . then the message of Christ, 
the Savior, is a call to go out into the 
world aggressively and change the 
structures of society so that men, 
black and white, are freed , so that 
we're liberated from racism and from 
injustice, so that the broad life which 
God intends for all mankind can start 
to be realized. 

Now, the difficulty is that very often 
these different cultural situations seem 
to be in conflict with each other so 
that we have, for example, in certain 
Western cultures at the moment, some 
Christians who are saying, "To be 
saved is an internal thing. It doesn't 
mean that you've got to get involved 
in political and social freedom." 

But others recognize the Biblical 
meaning of salvation is much broader, 
and they say, "No. If you believe that 
Christ is a savior now, the real task to 
be done in our society is to seize the 
opportunity which God is giving us of 
breaking through to a more liberating 
and more just society." At first sight 
these meanings of salvation seem to 
be in contradiction to each other, but 
I think we can see the meaning which 
is offered to us by Christ in different 
cultural situations can be different, 
but it all comes under the concept of 
freedom or liberation or wholeness. • 
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The author was form 
erly assistant editor 
of The Ethiopian 
Herald. 
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A current advertisement observes 
rA.,~ that trying to figure out Ethiopia is v',, '·rt· like taking part in a detective game. 

Noting that only a few facts were 
known about that ancient land, the 
tourist brochure declares that the 
Queen of Sheba's realm is still "veiled 
in mystery." It certainly is intriguing. 

/f)71,~J..~ Central to an understanding of pres-
\;>£,~ ent-day Ethiopia is the power and per-

h 
son and role of the Emperor Haile 'A"".&,? Selassie. His name is synonymous with 

'f(:>~ • the highland Empire which he still 
nurses with his aging hands much as, 

in his own words, "a good 
father guides his children." 

For all the talk 
about the develop

ment of impersonal 
institutions of 
government and 
the decline in 
the palace traf
fic over the 
years, the Em
peror is the man 
at the helm and 

continues to lead 
- and lead in a 
very real sense. 

Not only questions 
of general policy, 

but minor details and 
daily household chores 

attract his attention. At 
the age of nearly 80, this 

is extraordinary. 
If stability is a hallmark 

of success, Ethiopia will 
pass its test with flying colors. 

For half a century Haile Selassie has 
provided a strong symbol of unity. 

The Emperor granted his country 
its first written constitution in 3,000 
years, introduced a modern system of 
education and administration, re
formed the entire existing structure of 
government and laid the foundation 
for a viable nation-State. The fear 
now is that the foundation may not 
be as strong as its architect intended. 

(text continued on page 22) 
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This month the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church is host to the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches, which 
meets in Addis Ababa. One of the found
ing churches of the Council, the Ethiopi
an Orthodox Church is one of the few 
historical Christian Churches in Africa 
which does not owe its existence to the 
activities of W estern missionaries. The 
church traces its origin to two Syrian 
monks, Frumentios and Aidesios, who, in 
the fourth century, converted the royal 
family and a large part of the population . 
Together with the Coptic, Armenian and 
Syrian Churches, the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church broke with Rome over differences 
concerning the doctrine of Monophytism, 
which held that Christ had but one 
nature. The Ethiopian Church is con
scious of tradition, and its liturgy and 
theology have changed little with the 
passage of time. Many Jewish elements 
in the Ethiopian Church dote from pre
Christian times such as the celebration 
of the liturgy on the Ark in the Holy of 
Holies, and the rites governing baptism 
and other ceremonies. More than a third 
of the population belongs to the church 
and 170,000 priests minister to them in 
11 ,000 churches. The church's mission 
extends to the "heathen" within Ethiopia 
as well as to overseas parishes in Trini
dad, Guyana, New York and elsewhere. 

-



Tradition-conscious, essentially conserva
tive the Ethiopian Orthodox Church has 
had' difficulty attracting educated young 
people to the clergy, which, on the whole, 
has a very low level af training . Many 
tudents have turned from the church as 

"irrelevant" in their quest for rapid social 
change. Th e Ethiopian student move
ment, which has been characterized as 
among the most radical in Africa, has a 
number of demands: land reform, ex
pansion of educa tion, freedom of speech, 
abolitiori of the detention act, an in
crease in social welfare measures, an end 
to corruption. Anti-Americanism has 
al o been vocal among the students. A 
year ago twenty Peace Corps volunteers 
had to leave their teaching posts aher 
they were threatened with attack by their 
students. Recently the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee publicized a pre
viously secret pact between the U.S . and 
Ethiopia, an agreement which Ethiopian 
students hod long believed existed . Th e 
1960 agreement provided military assis
tance, weapons, and counter-insurgency 
training to Ethiopian forces , and guaran
teed U.S. support to oppose any threats 
to the territorial integrity of Ethiopia. 

(Opposite page) (top) 
Ethiopians carry picture 
of the monk Frumentius 
in religious procession 
during annual pilgrimage 
to the holy city of Debra 
Libanos. (Bottom) Priests 
bear crosses of adorned 
filigree on poles. (This 
page) (top) Priest 
dressed in ancient Ethi
opian war clothing, with 
whip and shield, urges 
pilgrims to kiss the holy 
carpets. ( Bottom) An of
ficer kisses the Arch
patriarch's carpet. 



(Below) Patients await 
treatment at United Pres
b!fterian clinic at Pokwo. 
(Opposite page) Ethio
pian Orthodox priests 
dance during street pro
cession. 

Unhappily, the vast majority of 
Ethiopians are still stuck to the 
drudgery of subsistence farming. De
spite humble classes in participatory 
democracy, politics is still largely 
treated as something safe only for the 
specially initiated. 

Though there are elaborate laws on 
the books covering all areas from 
cruelty to animals all the way to the 
basic rights and freedoms of the in
dividual citizen, what works in prac
tice is more often than not the unwrit
ten law. 

One striking abomination that the 
country has long been heir to is illi
teracy-one of the highest in the 
world. As the few who have been ed
ucated live in virtual isolation from 
the rest of the populace, scholarship 
has been largely divorced from any 
sense of social mission. Education has 
in fact customarily been viewed as a 
means of acquiring power, prestige 
and promotion. 

Nor is the picture in the field of 
public health any brighter. There is 
only one doctor for every 200,000 peo
ple in the country. 

Land reform is another matter 
which is very close to the hearts and 
minds of Ethiopians. Though a full-

Hedged ministry has been struggling 
with this problem since 1966, progress 
has hardly been discernible. Poverty 
is an inescapable fact. 

Restless critics, perturbed by the 
country's admittedly slow pace of 
progress, have been quick to suggest 
that it is altogether in a state of slum
ber. Though he has introduced re
forms against great odds, Emperor 
Haile Selassie has been extremely cau
tious in administering a piecemeal 
dosage of change. 

"You must remember that Ethiopia 
is like Sleeping Beauty, that time has 
stood still . here for 2,000 years,'' the 
Emperor said in 1933. "We must take 
great care, therefore, not to over
whelm her with changes now that she 
is beginning to awaken from her long 
sleep." 

In making the first departure from 
an age-old rule by decree, the Em
peror had earlier ( 1931) harped on 
this same theme: "I wish my people to 
learn the idea of representation that 
they may one day rise to take their 
part in the government of the country. 
That time is as yet, I know, far off." 

Some of Haile Selassie's more voci{
erous critics contend that timetable 
has long been up for review. Un-



daunted by his detractors, the Lion of 
Judah marches on along the path that 
he has already ordained. 

with strong anti-American sentiments. 
Consequently, the Peace Corps's edu
cational program is being terminated. 
It goes without saying that the latest 
disclosure of a secret military pact be
tween Ethiopia and the U.S. will in
flame passions even more. 

Though slow and painful, progress 
is nonetheless being made. Dis
gruntled intellectuals who have felt 
left out of the mainstream of national 
life contend the changes have been 
superficial. 

Over the past two years in particu
lar, the Emperor has had to confront 
growing opposition from the country's 
newly educated class, students and 
other radicals. This has been tinged 

The Emperor has now invited op
ponents to taken an active part in the 
running of the State. In a somewhat 
impassioned plea for genuine partici
pation in government, Emperor Haile 
Selassie recently exhorted his critics 
at home to give up bars, cocktail cir-

In the nineteenth century W estern
mainly Protestant-missionaries came to 
Ethiopia in sizable numbers. United Pres
byterian (COEMAR) involvement in 
Ethiopia began in 1920 when Dr. T. A. 
Lambie, a missionary from the Sudan , 
treated the Galla tribe during a smallpox 
epi.demic. Located in the southwest area, 
the mission expanded its operations until 
the Italians invaded and occupied the 
area. During the absence of the mission
aries, the Ethiopian Christians began 
their awn revival movement under the 
leadership of Keis Gidada Salon which 
led ta the formation of the Bethel Evan
gelical Church. Today the Church has 69 
organized congregations u;ith 6,100 cam
mimicant members and 22 ordained pas
tors. COEMAR provides medical, 
educational, and agricultural services ta 
rural villages through such projects as 

the Illubabar-Kaffa project which oper
ates as a "partnership in mission" pro
gram training Ethiopians ta replace the 
missionaries in the fields of education, 
medicine, and agriculture and the Anuak 
Project which is an experiment con
centrating the services of missionaries 
upon the evangelizatian and develop
ment of a tribe in a certain length of 
time. Within the last five years, 
COEMAR and the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church began to work an a cooperative 
basis an several projects. A program in 
which the mission was involved ta aid 
the refugees from the Sudan was turned 
aver ta the Interchurch Aid Office of 
the Orthodox Church. COEMAR works 
in leadership development with the 
Church and relates ta the Orthodox 
Chttrch in the World Council of 
Churches programs. 

cuits and other fashionable forums for 
frivolous debate. Detractors were ad
vised to air their views in public 
through the press. 

In a country where open criticism 
has been viewed with unreasoning 
suspicion, many must have greeted 
the monarch's latest pronouncement 
as a refreshing bit of news. Its prac
tical impact remains to be seen in the 
days ahead. 

As in other areas, a measure of 
progress has also been recorded in the 
political field . Members of the nobility 
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Emperor Haile Selassie has worked for 
the modernization of the Ethiopian 
Church for the past three decades. He 
has championed the use of the national 
language, Amharic, in preaching, made 
church-owned land (thought by some to 
be one third of the total) liable to taxa
tion, created a pensions and education 
fund for clergy, founded the Theological 
College of the Holy Trinity (since 1960 
part of Haile Selassie University) and 
severed the church's dependence on the 
Coptic Patriarchate of Alexandria. The 
Ethiopian Church, in turn, has granted 
the Emperor the right to approve epis
copal appointments and promulgate 
many decrees of the church. Forward
looking activity of the church includes 
the growth of lay organizations, some of 
which have concentrated on evangelism, 
Christian study of social problems, and 
religious education. Ecumenical contacts 
with other Orthodox Churches, the Vati
can, and the World Council are on the 
increase and the Central Committee's 
meeting may stimulate further coopera
tion. 

(Above, right ) Emperor Haile Selassie. 
(Right ) Orthodox priests play 0 11 

fl,utes of gold. (Opposite page) Pil
grims fl,ock to the temple at Debra 

Libanos north of Addis Ababa, the 
Ethiopian capital. 
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and other powerful forces have been 
brought under the effective control of 
the central administration in Addis 
Ababa. Parliament, though still fledg
ling, may one day come of age and be 
a real force for change. 

The political and spiritual influence 
of the powerful Ethiopian Church has 
been subjected to a serious erosion. 
Though still powerful, the old Church 
is now an institution in search of a 
role. 

Religion nonetheless remains an es
sential ingredient of the daily life of 
Ethiopians. The country today proba
bly leads every other land in the num
ber of priests and churches. 

The death recently of the first 
Ethiopian Patriarch to lead the church 
since it became independent of the 
Coptic Patriarchate of Alexandria in 
1956, His Holiness Abune Basilios, has 
given rise to a rivalry for power within 
the Church hierarchy. If the successor 

succeeds in injecting a new sense of 
social mission and fresh blood into 
the old Church, its chances of regain
ing vigor are not altogether dismal. 
Otherwise, it may wither away. 

Whatever the successes and failures 
so far, the fact remains that for the 
vast majority of the Ethiopian people 
Emperor Haile Selassie is the living 
promise of better days to come. What• 
will the fate of the country be after 
his departure from the scene? The 
Emperor recently re-affirmed the pro
visions of the Constitution that his 
legal successor will be Crown Prince 
Merid Azmatch Asfa Wossen, his son. 
Speculations to the contrary are many, 
varied and even contradictory. Who 
or what would fill the vacuum that 
would almost certainly be created 
after the Emperor? No one can safely 
say. Being a mystery, Ethiopia does 
not lend itself to easy prophecy. • 
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A smbke-filled iail chapel in Somer
set County, New Jersey is setting 
for group cou.nseling session. 



and 
the 

bars 
Elaine Magalis 

THE DOORS BANG SHUT, heavy metal 
slamming into place. In order to 
get into the visiting room at Green 

Haven State Prison I had to pass 
through three of the massive slamming 
doors, three ordinary doors, and by 
four guards. Beyond the next metal 
door, deep inside the prison, the hol
low clanking of doors went on and on. 
There was no question of getting any 
further into the prison. The warden 
didn't like women inside, the chap
lain explained. 

I had little reason to complain. A 
week later, in New York City, the 
mayor and the city Correction De
partment refused more than two 
dozen ministers the right to come and 
go in the city's troubled jails. The 
ministers asked for the right to con
duct a citizens' investigation of the 
jails after several weeks of on-again, 
off-again rioting during which prison
ers had taken guards hostage and de
manded that their complaints be 
heard and answered. Nearly everyone 
-the mayor, the governor, even some 
of the guards taken hostage-ad
mitted that the prisoners had just 
cause for their rage. Three and five 
men lived in cells designed for one; 
the jails were filled with rats and 
roaches ; and most of those jailed had 

The 
Cross 

not even been convicted yet. They 
had been awaiting trial for anywhere 
from three months to more than a 
year; and they were too poor to. put 
up bail. Then a member of the Young 
Lords was found dead in his cell. Of
ficials claimed he killed himself; the 
Young Lords felt they had a good rea
son to believe he had been murdered. 
They asked that the ministers be per
mitted to investigate. 

Green Haven doesn't look as if it 
has rats. It's fairly new, and spotless
ly, antiseptically clean. There's plenty 
of time for mopping floors. Near 
Poughkeepsie, New York, amid hills 
then blurred with autumn colors, the 
long, high wall of the prison was stark 
and Spartan. Behind the wall live two 
thousand men- like the boyish-faced 
bright blue-eyed man talking to his 
parents through the meshed wire in 
the visiting room. Prisoners aren't al
lowed to hug or even shake hands 
with visitors. Or like the tall black 
youth with the impassive face who 
was being transferred to another 
prison. "Come here, James. Sign this, 
James," said the guard. The slamming 
of the doors went on and on. The fact 
took hold and became a hard, tight 
feeling-all of the men in blue uni
forms were there to watch other men 
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Green Haven Prison looms before mis
sionaries-in-training assigned to field 
work under chaplain Ed Muller, United 
Methodist minister. 

and to herd them from cage to cage. 
Is this too sensitive a reaction? A 

chaplain in Somerville, New Jersey, 
tells the story of a scientist doing re
search inside the prison walls. His as
sistant was an inmate, and every night 
he would leave the prison while the 
inmate would go back to his cell to be 
locked in. It bothered the scientist for 
a long time. Then one day he found it 
no longer bothered him. He quit his 
job. 

For long, long years now there have 
been exposes on the prison system in 
the United States. Probably everyone 
has read at one time or another about 
subhuman living conditions and guard 
brutality in the prisons. But all that 
went on behind walls and seemed 
somehow abstract, and besides "they" 
deserved it, didn't they? 

Even though they are called "cor
rectional" institutions, most prisons 
today serve only two functions: they 
isolate certain people and keep them 
out of our way for a specified period 
of time; and they punish and degrade 
them. When a convict comes out he 
is given a few dollars and a new suit 
of clothes, and a parole officer to 
whom he is expected to report every 
significant movement. The problems 
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he had when he went into prison, 
whether emotional or social, are still 
there. But there have also been some 
changes. Now other people think less 
of him and he thinks less of himself. If 
he was angry or bitter before, now he 
is morose. His relations with his fam
ily and friends, if they have been 
maintained through the years through 
the glass wall or the wire partitions 
and the censored mail, are clumsy and 
tense. If he had trouble getting and 
holding a job before, now it is doubly 
difficult to do so. A survey by the New 
York City Civi l Liberties Union, for 
example, indicated that 75 percent of 
New York area employment agencies 
would not accept for referral an ap
plicant with an arrest record-much 
less a prison record. Most ex-convicts, 
not surprisingly, go back to jail again. 

For a long time prison chaplains 
were ministers who conducted Sunday 
services and did occasional counsel
ling. But there is another kind of 
prison chaplain, the inmate's chaplain. 
His job, is to be a bridge to the com
munity for the convict, to open up the 
world to him again, to break down the 
walls. 

The Reverend Edwin Muller and 
the Reverend William Gardei at Green 
Haven are inmates' chaplains. Ed 
Muller is a big, square-faced man 
with a direct, energetic manner. Bill 
Gardei is small and slender with a 
sweet, earnest face-somehow not the 
kind of.man you would expect to hit 
it off with the criminal element. Both 
of them speak of the men in the prison 
warmly, enthusiastically. For Bill 
Gardei especially it has been an over
whelming experience. Coming only 
recently from pastorates in small, mid
dle-class white churches, he has, in 
the prisons, encountered another cul
ture. 

Ed Muller has originated a program 
to help bring convicts back into the 
world, a program built largely on con
cepts derived from the Ecumenical In
sti tute in Chicago. The projected pro
gram-projected because the stage in
volving ex-inmates is still in the pro
cess of being funded and imple
mented-is called the "South Forty." 
The term, he explains, "refers to the 
back forty acres on the farm that were 
neglected and never cultivated. For 
years, the land was left unattended 
and abandoned. When finally given 
care and cultivation, it produced 
amazing results. This is how we see 
the men in our prisons. It is our con-

viction that care and cultivation will 
produce results." 

South Forty attempts to work with 
the whole man and his problems. The 
most deep-lying of his problems is his 
self-image, his understanding of him
self as second-rate. It is not just tha t 
society sees him as a "con," as a "sub
citizen" and inferior breed of man; he 
sees himself this way. Prison life, as 
a whole, intensifies his image of him
self as a victim, one whose circum
stances are beyond his control, and 
one who is at the mercy of social 
forces he can neither deal with nor 
wholiy understand. 

The convict is cut off, first in prison 
and then out of prison, from the kind 
of social structures that might provide 
him with a new life style. In prison he 
is physically isolated by walls from 
the larger society; afterwards he is 
ostracized, and the only society he 
knows and may move freely in is that 
of others like himself. He has no mean
ingful way to participate in history, 
in the social processes that shape his 
own destiny. 

In Green Haven, Ed Muller directs 
a "cadre" program that attempts to. 
deal with these problems. Meeting 
weekly a "cadre" of prisoners talk, 
confront one another, and seek out 
new self-understanding. They begin 
to evolve understandings of life and 
society that mean new possibilities for 
themselves. 

The world outside the walls is 
opened up for them in part through 
seminars Ed Muller holds in which 
clergymen and others meet with pris
oners. These seminars not only open 
up the outer world to the prisoner, 
they also open up the prison to those 
who have been walled out, who have 
been cut off from these men who are 
an important and potentially creative 
part of society. Mr. Muller has also 
helped to bring educational oppor
tunities to inmates, whose formal ed
ucation is usually severely limited. 

The Cadre Program begins in 
prison; Mr. Muller wants it to con
tinue in the streets when a man leaves 
prison. The South Forty Urban Cen
ter, to be headed by Mr. Gardei and 
an ex-convict, is intended "to offer to 
the man leaving prison a structure by 
which he can begin to deal with all 
his problems at one time. It is also in
tended to give him a channel which 
he can creatively use to bring his gifts 
as a human being to the wider human 
community." The Urban Center will 



serve as a resourc~, research and pro
gram center for various satellite 
groups in local communities, as well 
as relating to and working with other 
community groups and agencies. 

A satellite unit will be based in the 
community and serve from six to ten 
men, an ex-inmate, and a person from 
the community. It will not be a half
way house; the men will live in the 
community. They will work half a day 
in a workshop where products will be 
produced which in turn will be sold to 
and marketed by the South Forty 
Urban Center. The profits from this 
production will be used to help sub
sidize South Forty. The remainder of 
a man's day will be spent seeking a 
permanent job, assisted by South 
Forty, or attending school. He will 
continue to participate in seminars de
voted to wrestling with his own self
image and self-understanding, and 
working to develop a new life style 
and plans for his future. 

The satellite community will involve 
itself with other groups in the com
munity, especially by providing speak-

ers and resource persons for youth 
programs, church groups, and other 
groups concerned with everything 
from law and order to narcotics to the 
development of man's inner life. 

Most of all the satellite unit is in
tended to be a community of support 
for the man coming out of prison, 
working to reintroduce him to the 
larger community and to give him an 
opportunity to offer his gifts as a per
son to the larger community. 

The first satellite unit is presently 
planned for Mt. Vernon, New York, 
and its leader from the community 
will be the Reverend Al Harper. Al 
Harper was a New York City police
man for twenty years before becom
ing a minister. When he participated 
in one of Ed Muller's seminars for 
clergy and convicts he was shocked to 
discover that there had been no 
change in prison conditions. They 
were as barbaric as they had always 
been. Al Harper, unlike most people, 
has been moved to do something 
about it. 

0 0 0 0 

The Rev. Ron Bell, United Presbyterian minister, walks through his "parish," the 
Somerset County Jail. 

"The job of the inmate's chaplain is to be a 
bridge to the community for the convict 
to break down the walls." 

JEFF DANZEISEN had been hooked on 
drugs since the age of eighteen. Sit
ting across from him at Rutgers Uni
versity, eating breakfast, it was hard 
to imagine what that meant. He was 
probably twenty-four or twenty-five 
now; he had worked for two years to 
help other drug addicts; and he was 
a college freshman at Rutgers. He was 
broad-shouldered, with a rather prom
inent nose, and shining eyes . The Rev
erend Ron Bell said Jeff's arms were 
heavily scarred from shooting heroin, 
but I didn't see them. 

Jeff credited Ron Bell with his new 
life. He had met the "Rev" in Somer
set County Jail in New Jersey, and 
when he came out on parole Ron Bell 
hired him as an assistant. Together 
they used to work the streets and the 
bars . Jeff remembered playing pool 
with some guys in New Brunswick, 
and introducing Ron to them as a 
crack pool player. Only after several 
hours did he add that Ron was also 
a minister. They stuttered in embar
rassment and apologized for the curse 
words they had used in the course of 
the evening. 

Mr. Bell looks as young as Jeff 
Danzeisen. He was called to the chap
lai cy at Somerset County Jail by the 
Chaplaincy Council, an interdenomi
national group of most of the churches 
in the county who had been working 
in the jail since 1961. He is the only 
full-time prison chaplain in the state 
of New Jersey. 

On our way to Somerville and the 
offices of the Chaplaincy Council, Ron 
Bell told me something of himself and 
his work. He had about a year ago, he 
said, discovered that he was trying to 
do too much by himself- listening 
and talking to inmates and ex-inmates 
at any hour of the day, leading discus
sion groups in the county jail or at one 
of the state institutions, serving on the 
boards of five or six community organ
izations, leading Sunday services in 
the jail, driving relatives of inmates 
to the courtroom and the jail . . . all 
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The chaplain is on hand as policeman checks with prison officia/,s about a new inmate. 

this and much more. There were too 
many problems, and he suddenly be
came aware that he no longer knew 
who he was, that somehow, for him
self, Ron Bell was disappearing. So he 
had begun to try to withdraw a little, 
to get some perspective. And now he 
was trying to organize a program in 
the county to do more effectively 
what he alone could not do. 

The Somerset Center Community 
Council is raising money to set up 
a Multi-Service Center Community 
Residence for ex-inmates who have no 
place to go when they are released, 
and require help in making the transi
tion back to the community. At pres
ent between 70 and 90 percent of the 
men in the county jail have been in 
prison before. That figure is not un
usual in this country. The multi-ser
vice center will help inmates and ex
inmates train for and find the kind of 
jobs that will make them feel like 
worth-while and productive members 
of the community. Remedial educa
tion programs will also be offered. It 
will also employ the concepts of the 
Ecumenical Institute to provide 
courses of the same kind Ed Muller 
is planning in New York. 

The Chaplaincy Council presently 
occupies the first floor of an old house 
in Somerville, provided for them by 
the United Methodist church next 
door. Inside the rooms are comfort
ably furni shed with second-hand rem
nants. The secretary and Ron Heaver, 
an ex-convict employed by the Coun
cil, were taking a coffee break and 
playing cards when I came in. Ron 
Heaver is a slender man with a lined, 
worn face who had spent more than 
twenty years in prison. He has a 
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whimsical, ironic sense of humor that 
he brought to nearly every subject. On 
the mantel piece in Ron Bell's office 
I examined the awards he has ac
cumulated over the last two or three 
years-from the Somerville Section of 
the National Council of Jewish 
Women for outstanding work in the 
community, from the New Jersey Jay
cees for distinguished service, and 
more. 

Ron Bell is unusual. Whether it is 
that he is, as one convict put it, "next 
to God," or whether it is simply that 
he is an usually straightforward 
and sincerely interested person, may 
depend only on your choice of lan
guage. Perhaps the most striking thing 
about him is that he is a person for 
other persons. He does not relate to 
others out of his role as a minister or 
out of his role as a "do-gooder." The 
"respectable" churchman and the local 
citizenry, the convict and the militant 
black in the local Community Action 
Program-all of them talk to him and 
relate to him as a person. The Chap
plaincy Council could have chosen no 
more ideal person to serve as a bridge 
beween the convict and the commu
nity. 

Late that afternoon, Ron Bell and 
the Rev. Ronald Walthall, a new 
chaplain recently brought to Somer
set County by the Council, two young 
volunteers working with the Council, 
and I went over to "the Place." The 
Place is the basement of the Reformed 
Church in Somervi lle. Every Wednes
day afternoon young people ranging 
from the ages of about twelve to six
teen gather to play pool, ping pong, 
talk, or simply sit. All of them have 
been in trouble with their parents, 

their schools and the police. Ron Bell 
started the Place when he was talking 
to one of the kids on the street comer 
and suggested they might all get to
gether every week to discuss their 
problems. Last year they had a meet
ing with members of the local police 
department. It got a little loud- but 
it was the first time the young people 
had a chance to talk to the police on 
equal terms. 

Several kids were sitting with Ron 
Walthall and Ron Bell in one comer 
talking. The boy was on parole; one 
of the girls was about to be sent to 
Elizabeth to a special correctional 
school; an over-weight girl with a 
tough, complaining voice, told Ron 
about her trip to see her brother in 
prison, and about her fights with her 
mother. Ron Bell listened- not like a 
counselor, or a brother, or a father
but like a friend. There was nothing 
that he said that anyone else might 
not have said, but perhaps no one else 
would have said it quite the way he 
did. He suggested that she sounded 
as if she was about ready to blow up, 
and maybe they should get together 
and talk. She agreed- and she wa~ 
ready to do it the next afternoon. 

How does a man who is on the 
board of half a dozen organizations, 
who runs two radio programs on the 
prisons and the community, whose job 
description runs like a catalogue of 
the activities of an entire organization, 
make time for one girl with a problem 
-the next day after talking with her? 
Ron Bell is not just an inmates' chap
lain ; he is the chaplain for all the peo
ple in his community whose lives are 
lived behind walls. He has, in his way 
of working, shown the people in 
Somerset County that the problem of 
the prison and the community is real
ly the much larger problem of all of 
us who live behind walls, cut off from 
other persons. He has brought the 
problem of the prisoner and the com
munity into a new and profound per
spective. 

Hopefully, we are beginning to rec
ognize that prison walls are no answer 
to the problems of law and order. 
Certainly they have not proved suc
cessful to date. Hopefully, we can be
gin to tear down those walls, and 
work towards new understandings of 
the law breaker and society, and in
stead of shutting in the man who was 
already cut off from the larger com
munity, begin to find ways of admit
ting him to the community. • 



J N THE MIDST of a troubled Middle 
East, Sue and Kenn Carmichael serve 
in a unique ministry: drama consul
tants. 

Working under the Anglican Arch
bishop in Jerusalem since January 
1970 the Carmichaels work in a pro
gram of Christian drama, a program 
which attempts "reconciliation among 
Christian bodies" through a medium 
"where all faiths can work together." 

Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and 
Protestant, each with a different the
ology and tradition, support this pro
gram. The test of this harmony took 
place during last year's Holy Week 
drama : Although the story of Veronica 
does not appear in the Bible, it is a 
traditional tale included in the de
scription of Christ carrying the cross 
to Calvary. According to tradition, an 
image of the face of Christ remained 
on the cloth that Veronica had used to 
wipe his face. Although some mem
bers of the churches were astonished 
at its inclusion no one objected . 

In this new position of drama con
sultant exciting possibilities for dra
matic presentation as a form of wor
ship service develop, expand, and are 
finally presented to the Christian con
gregations. The recent Christmas ser
vices in Jerusalem were the result of a 
collaboration between the Car
michaels and the Dean of St. George's 
Cathedral. During the four Sundays 
of Advent the Cathedral worship ser
vices varied in creative expression. 
The first Sunday centered on a liturgi
cal drama, the following Sunday on 
the Christmas nativity, the third Sun
day on a dance interpretation, and 
the final Sunday on a full dramatic 
presentation. As a "first" it will "hope
fully become a tradition similar to the 
Holy Week drama." 

During the Easter season pilgrims 
make their journey to Jerusalem for 
the events marking Holy Week-the 
traditional ceremonies of Foot Wash
ing, of Holy Fire, and of the Carrying 
of the Cross. "At the Cross" the Prot
estant tradition of some eight years 
offers a dramatic version of Holy 
Week. This presentation has long been 
a special concern of the Carmichaels 
who first assumed responsibility for its 
production in 1963. Even when sta
tioned in Africa, they returned to 
Jerusalem for three hectic months to 
produce this event-designing and ex
ecuting costumes, collaborating to 
create the sets, and directing. Last 
year's production was an adaptation 
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of Stuart Jackman's short novel The 
Davidson A ffair with seven charac
ters and a speaking chorus. "At the 
Cross" is the traditional title for the 
Holy Week drama, but Lebanese, 
South American, Jordanian, Egyptian, 
and German Lutheran Christian writ
ers interpret their own version of Holy 
Week. The production work doubles 
by the fact that there are two audi
ences consisting of English-speaking 
people and the local Arab-speaking 
residents. Two casts chosen from the 
expatriate and Christian Arab com
munities alternate rehearsal and per
formance days. 

The Christian community supports 
the program through financial contri
butions and through talent, Both 
Arabic and English-speaking actors 
come from all walks of life-teachers, 
bankers, workers. At one time the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA, 
through COEMAR, supported these 
creative efforts; more recently local 
churches have assumed that responsi
bility. In fact, local fundin g is com
parable to UPCUSA contributions for 
the program. Thus all performances 
are free-no offerings, no contribution 
basket at the door. 

During the last summer in the Mid
dle East, the community of East Jeru
salem welcomed the light comedy of 
"The Silver Whistle," a three-act farce 
based on the proposition that "it's 
worthwhile to grow old." As Sue Car
michael says, "It offei:ed the commu
ni ty something to think about besides 
trouble." 

People from the community di
rected and presented the play at the 
East Jerusalem Y.M.C.A. theater and 
called upon the experience of the Car
michaels in time of crisis or question. 
This role of "supervisor" is more typi
cal with regard to Arabic productions 
which are increasingly community or
ganized. The Carmichaels continue 
as "consultants" in productions with 
English-speaking casts. 

The production of "The Silver 
Whistle" typifies the interest in the 
Arabic community for drama as well 
as some of the minor prob.lems. For a 
play that evolves around life in an old 
age home, the production lacked 
members representing generations 
other than youth . 
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Many of the older Arabs do not feel 
it is the proper time to have fun, al
though some do attend the perform
ances . Another problem is the choice 
of English plays over Arabic; in the 
future, modem Egyptian comedies 
and dramatic plays will be produced . 

The Middle East closes up at the 
first sign of darkness and any event 
held later does not have a full atten
dance. Thus most Arabic plays are 
held during the late afternoon. 

This custom of closing shop "early" 
affects the scheduling of the rehears
als, usually held from three in the 
afternoon until eight-and the daily 
pattern for the Carmichaels. The 
morning schedule involves miscellane
ous necessities such as typing scripts, 
shopping for props, mimeographing, 
or meeting with church officials. After
noons are reserved for the major task 
of the day either involving rehearsals 
or the performance itself. The Car
michaels work at more than one proj
ect at a time but limit themselves to 
one production during the final three 
weeks of rehearsal. 

Although they supervise many pro
ductions they not exclude themselves 
from other activities related to drama. 
They work with churches in planning 
worship services and teach courses in 
drama at St. George's College or with 
church school leaders of local con
gregations upon request. They began 
their work in the Middle East in the 
field of radio broadcasting and they 
continue by conducting three and four 
week training sessions at various 
places, the latest with the Radio Voice 
of the Gospel studio in Teheran, Iran. 

During World War II Kenn served 
in the Navy as a technical adviser in 
the production of films. After his dis
charge he chaired the Department of 
Theater Arts at Los Angeles City Col
lege-teaching speech and drama and 
continuing his interest in motion pic
tures on a part-time basis. In 1955 he 
devoted all of his energy to the film 
industry as writer, director, and pro
ducer for Film Productions Interna
tional-a post he held until 1961. At 
different times during his years in that 
business he worked in summer stock 
as director of the Barn Playhouse at 
Stony Point, New York. 

Although formally educated at a 

medical school, Sue Carmichael 
created a fulltime job out of her in
terest in drama. She worked with 
Kenn in summer stock at Barn Play
house and traveled with him on as
signments overseas while he worked 
with Film Production International. 
Since their first assignment with 
COEMAR it has been a team effort. 

The church played an important 
role in the family life of the Car
michaels and it was natural that tal
ents utilized on the local level would 
eventually wind up on the national 
level. Though Film Productions Inter
national is a stra ight business filmin g 
documentaries for industry and gov
ernment, Kenn's involvement entailed 
the documentation of overseas work 
for the church. In 1961, COEMAR 
needed a person to train Christian 
broadcasters in the Middle East and 
offered the Carmichaels a chance to 
participate in church work on an in
ternational level. There was no reason 
to refuse; since the Carmichaels' onJ.y 
daughter and her husband were pre
paring their own departure as mis
sionaries to Brazil they were en
couraged to accept. After a year of 
study at San Francisco Theological 
Seminary the Carmichaels packed 
their belongings and headed for a new 
life, serving the church both in the 
Middle East and in Africa with the 
All Africa Conference of Churches. 

The response of their unique minis
try is gratifying, appealing not only 
to their "constituency" of Christian 
Arabs, but also to the Muslim commu
nity. And they are free from restric
tions. "We work with anybody who 
needs us." They see actors with 
whom they have trained become di
rectors and producers. The Mary 
Magdalen of the 1970 Holy Week 
drama, Nadia Mikhail, a young 
teacher, directed "Trial by Jury" on 
her own. In the near future scripts of 
plays produced through this program 
will be available to American churches 
for their worship services. 

"In the States or abroad when a per
son works in a field he loves, he re
ceives more than he gives, learns more 
than he teaches ." That just about sums 
up the experience of the Carmichaels 
in the Middle East. • 



MANILA, Philippine Republic 
Early in 1960, health workers in the 

Philippines developed a clean, pretty, 
inexpensive and safe cement toilet to 
replace the unpopular latrine. The 
Philippine Rural Reconstruction 
Movement ( PRRM ) launched a high
pressure sales campaign to get vi l
lagers to buy such toilets, hoping that 
widespread use of a sanitary facility 
would cut the incidence of parastic 
diseases. 

The campaign seemed to work fine. 
Filipino peasants bought toilets like 
candy. However, a follow-up survey 
two years later showed that one 
farmer reserved his facility for impor
tant guests, while another allowed 
only his pretty daughter to use it. Two 
new toilets served as flower pots to 
decorate a farmer's driveway. Reluc
tantly, the high-pressure tactics were 
abandoned . 

The campaign was an admitted fail
ure. However, other uses of high-pres
sure or, at times, tyrannical methods 
of helping people against their will 
have had far worse effects , often tip
ping the delicate social or ecological 
balance of a society or village. For ex
ample, the enlightened use of chemi
ca Is to kill insects or produce crops 
can have equally devastating effects 
on the environment, as a small Associ
ated Press story on August 8, 1968, 
points out : 

"The World Health Organization 
sent pesticide to Borneo to kill mos
quitoes. It worked fine, but didn't kill 
all of the roaches, which accumulated 
the pesticide in their bodies. Lizards 
living in the thatched huts ate the 
roaches . The pesticide slowed the 
lizard so that they were easily caught 

by the cats, which then died. With the 
cats gone, the rats moved in carrying 
a threat of plague. In addition, the 
pesticide killed a type of parasite that 
feeds on caterpillars; the caterpillars 
multiplied in the huts, where they fed 
on the roof thatching. Then the roofs 
started caving in." 

The "villains" in Borneo, in the 
Philippines, in the traditional villages 
and societies around the world, is the 
peculiar Western "good guy"-the 
man of boundless good will who helps 
others. To an American mind, help 
almost always takes the form of the 
big, good white man bringing the 
light of technology or religion or 
whatever to his less fortun ate, less en
lightened brown brother. It is a form 
of aggression, in that Westerners are 
often only trying to persuade others 
to behave like them-rather than tak
ing the lengthy, patient effort to en
able others to achieve their own goals, 
their own ideals of good. 

Happily there are exceptions. Fired 
by discipline, understanding, knowl
edge and empathy, some aid person
nel reportedly are refusing to trans
plant Western ideas wholesale to other 
systems, but are quietly and patiently 
allowing traditional people to select 
those elements that work best for 
them. 

For instance, the PRRM of the 
Philippines abandoned its high-pres
sure techniques for selling toilets. It 
sent a young doctor to live in a vil
lage and look for opportunities to help 
the people. One day, he gave a power
ful village official a lesson in using the 
microscope, which he'd been using 
to search stool samples for parasites. 
The horrified official asked if such ani
mals lived in his children, and was 
told they most probably did. Many 
villagers began bringing stool samples 
from their children, and crowded 
around to look for worms and eggs 
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through the microscope. They de
manded to know what could be done 
to stop the devastation, and soon 
began a vigorous village building pro
gram, actually supplying cement and 
labor. With such personal investment 
of time and money, the follow-up in
terviewers were not surprised to learn 
that the toilet had become a regular 
substitute for the pleasant bushes out 
back. 

The Board of Missions of The 
United Methodist Church has under
taken the "development of whole per
sons" as one of its Quadrennial Em
phases. In cooperation with colleague 
churches overseas, the Board's World 
Division is attempting to "get with it" 
in the field of development, but in a 
strategic and planned way. The Rev. 
Dr. C. Dean Freudenberger, former 
agricultural missionary to the Congo 
and now development consultant to 
the World Division, stresses agricul
tural modernization and "relevant so
cial and economic action" as key 
points in any development strategy 
for the church. 

-Ernest B. Boynton, Jr. 

BUTWAL, Nepal 
For centuries this country has 

nestled unnoticed between the giants 
of India and China. But now, Nepal 
is stirring. 

Nowhere is change more noticeable 
than in the industrial field. Although 
it is not undergoing an industrial rev
olution on the scale that many other 
countries have experienced, Nepal is 
certainly in the process of substantial 
industrial development. Americans 
read with amusement that when cars 
were brought in for Nepal's recent 

royal wedding, roads had to be built 
for them to travel on. So it is easy to 
imagine the pride of the city of 
Butwal in its Technical Institute, a 
small but real start on the road to 
industrial independence. 

Butwal Technical Institute was 
started only seven years ago, founded 
by the United Mission to Nepal, a 
joint venture of several church agen
cies, as an effort. to help the country 
toward industrial development. The 
institute seeks to develop small indus
tries and to train workers in industrial 
skills. There are 65 trainees currently 
enrolled for training in woodworking, 
welding, toolmaking, auto mechanics, 
and electronics. Some of the trainees' 
products are sold to help support the 
Institute. 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Sauer, United 
Presbyterian missionaries from To
ledo, Ohio, have recently been as
signed to the Institute. Mr. Sauer, en
thusiastic about the progress at 
Butwal, calls it "one of the most hope
ful projects I've seen in this part of 
the world." 

One major project of the Institute is 
the Butwal Power Company, for 
which plans are underway for a power 
generating station. The power plant 
will eventually provide electric power 
at a reasonable price to as many as 
50,000 people within a 50-mile radius 
of Butwal. It will be one of the first 
such plants in Nepal. Spokesmen for 
the project call it a pioneering job and 
are proud of the patient, determined, 
and hardworking people who have 
overcome a variety of excavation dif
ficulties, engineering problems, and 
critical financial shortages to keep 
the work going. 

The ultimate goal for Butwal Tech
nical Institute is total Nepali manage
ment within fifteen years. To accom
plish this, Nepalese will have to be 
trained to replace foreign manage
ment at all levels. This also promises 
to be a difficult task, but Mr. Sauer 
is confident that it can be done and 
that the Institute's potential will con
tinue to grow. His optimism is shared 
by the other members of the United 
Mission to Nepal, who watch with in
terest as Nepal emerges into the world 
community. 

-Hal Lee 

KITWE, Zambia 

"An ecumenical training center 
standing in the midst of the 'greatest 
chunk' of black power in the world, 
able to help provide guidelines for Af
rican nation building." These were the 
words of a fellow visitor to Zambia's 
Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation. 

The institution, established 10 years 
ago, stands on 100 acres of open wood
land, four miles outside the Copper
belt town of Kitwe. And 12 miles 
away in the direction of Kalulushi is 
an attached training farm covering 
10,000 acres. Originally Mindolo was 
confined to a program of conferences 
and consultations-a center where 
people from varied backgrounds and 
races were invited to discuss the 
stresses and strains always inevitable 
in the evolution of young independent 
nations of Africa. One of its roles has 
been that of a peace-maker, and since 
its foundation , seminars have been 
held at Mindolo which have brought 
together people and organizations to 
resolve serious misunderstandings and 
disagreements. 

The foundation's ecumenicity is re
flected in the composition of its gov
erning body. There are representa
tives from the Anglican, Roman Cath
olic and United Churches of Zambia, 
the All African Conference of 
Churches, the country's National As
sembly and from the Zambian life, 
commercial and social. Among the 
principal officers are an Englishman, 
Wilfrid Grenville-Grey; a black Zam
bian, Jason Mfule, and United Meth
odist American missionary, Dr. Ralph 
E. Dodge, who is the chaplain. Fi
nances to launch Mindolo have come 
from the World Council of Churches, 
church bodies in Canada, Germany, 
Great Britain, Holland, Sweden, the 
United States and the mining com
panies of Zambia. 



The country's biggest challenge was 
the policy of Zambianization where 
jobs formerly held by white expatriate 
civil servants and others were given 
to Zambians. This had to be rapid, if 
the aspirations and ambitions of those 
who had fought hard to bring about 
the much cherished Uhuru (freedom) 
were not to become bitter and frus
trated . So Zambians needed training. 
And Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation 
today provides a much-needed facility 
for all fields of the country's national 
development program. 
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A banking institution, Barclays 
Bank DCO, has used the facilities at 
Mindolo for an annual course for all 
its new employees. All cashiers, ma
chine operators and ledger super
visor are trained by the bank's in
structors with Mindolo lecturing on 
Christian responsibility in modem 
commerce. Mining companies have 
used it for monthly courses for their 
senior staff and seminars and courses 
are held for managers and personnel 
officers in commerce, and trade 
unions . Training of personnel in com
merce and industry is not confined to 
black Zambians only. Mindolo runs 
regular orientation courses for newly 
arrived white expatriates to help them 
adjust to the Zambian way of life. 

Because Zambian President Ken
neth Kaunda has stressed the need for 
his country to diversify its export 
market, at pre ent solely dependent on 
copper, Mindolo has a farm training 
scheme. Says farm director John 
Woods, "Stewardship of the land is a 

top priority for Christian education in 
Africa today." Primary emphasis at 
the farm is placed on round-the-year 
vegetable production and related 
practices of irrigation and composit
ing. This is complemented with train
ing summer production of maize, 
sorghum and fodder. 

A fie ld in which the Mindolo Ecu
menical Foundation has pioneered is 
community development. The pro
gram is a good example of the close 
cooperation that exists between the 
churches and the government. The 
Zambian government is cooperating 
in the program of training of urban 
community development workers to 
the extent of paying half the salaries 
of staff members. 

Another problem facing post-inde
pendence Africans which is being 
tackled at Mindolo is that of youth. 
Half the population of Zambia, and 
indeed of the majority if not all Af
rican countries, is under the age of 
20. These problems can no longer be 
left to the politicians alone to solve. 
Church communities also are con
cerned . One of the main features of 
the Mindolo Youth Program is an 
eight-month instructional course in 
leadership training for specialists who 
will be responsible for youth pro
grams sponsored by churches or secu
lar organizations. 

If the new African leaders are to 
succeed, they must carry their women 
with them. The pattern in Africa as 
a whole has been for men to benefit 
more from the training programs, 
leaving the women in the background. 
Mindolo has faced this challenge by a 
course which aims at securing the 
position of women as wives and 
mothers in the home and also as re
sponsible citizens in a state where so
cial values must be re-adjusted under 
the influence of political independence 
and industrial development. The pro
gram includes two courses of a five
month duration each, annually, one 
for married women and the other for 
single girls. There is also a mobile 
course called "school on wheels," 
which takes the training to the rura l 
areas. 

The future is challenging. But this 
observer has no doubt that Mindolo 
will meet the situation in making not 
only Zambia's towns more livable, hut 
also those of many countries in Africa. 

-Justin v.k. Nyoka 

GRENADA 
Cuthbert Cadore is something of an 

entrepreneur in this comer of the 
Caribbean. Sixty-two years old, "Cut" 
is what development people call a 
"small farmer." 

High above sea level on the slope 
of Mt. Plazier in this tiny island coun
try, Mr. Cadore raises tomatoes on 
three quarters of an acre of rugged 
ground. For many of his neighbors 
work is sporadic with little reward. 
Mr. Cadore is doing better, thanks to 
a lot of individual determination and 
the seeds he has received from CROP, 
the Community Hunger Appeal of 
Church World Service. 

Last year he harvested 2,000 pounds 
of tomatoes a week, with the use of 
CROP seed and 12:8 :24 fertilizer. His 
yield per crop totaled more than 15,-
000 pounds. He was enthusiastic 
about the Big Boy and Fire Ball varie
ties because they withstood the wet 
season so well. The enterprising Mr. 
Cadore has hired salesmen who travel 
by bus to all the parishes, and he also 
sells his produce to the hospitals and 
schools. A new road, built by the gov
ernment to serve the farmers in the 
area, has expanded the market for his 
tomatoes . 

-from CROP 

• 
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Community centers are sometimes 
dismissed as "traditional institutions" 
by Christians searching for new 
models for mission. But centers, settle
ments and neighborhood houses "ain't 
what the y used to be." Tutoring, 
homemaking classes, scouting, senior 
citizens' clubs and other services are 
still popular features. But community
directed centers are also responding 
to housing, employment and leader
ship development needs in innovative 
ways. Bethlehem Community Center 
is one example. 

According to Editorial Research Re
ports 640,000 children in this country 
are being served by day care centers. 
But it has been estimated that four 
million children under six are chil
dren of working mothers. 

The alternative for these millions is 
more day care centers, or the "latch 
key"-children left at home alone to 
take care of themselves. 

Bethlehem Community Center, 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, has 
moved courageously to extend its day 
care program to children of welfa re 
mothers taking job training under the 
U.S . Labor Department's Continuing 
Education Program ( CEP) . 

This day care program, which em
braces 155 children, is flourishing in 
an unusual facility in downtown 
Winston-Salem : an old textile factory 
which was once the Hanes Knitting 
Mill. 

Job training for welfare mothers is 
carried on in the same building. 

Bethlehem Center contracted with 
the government to set up and staff 
the program for a year for $100,000. 
Government funding continues on a 
year- to-year basis. 

The second Boor of the factory has 
been completely transformed into a 
colorful and homelike day care center. 
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The transformation began in Novem
ber 1968 and was finished by the mid
dle of December. 

The staff, with the help of inter
ested volunteers including men from 
Manpower, a government agency, did 
all the clean up and painting : ma
chines were moved out, Boors cleaned, 
partitions put up to turn the vast 
empty space into nursery and play 
school areas for children of different 
ages ; rooms are assigned according to 
age groups-six to 18 months; 18 
mon,ths to under two years ; two years 
and up. 

Walls were painted in cheerful, 
warm colors, decorated with animals, 
fish , birds to delight child eyes, and 
equipped with the toys, games, furni
ture and accessories children love. 

Big attraction is the huge circular 
iron wash-up fi xture which the factory 
employes once used . Water sprays out 
from a center pole into the circular 
basin . It's not only a fun way to wash 
hands and faces; it has the magic look 
of a real fountain . It's one piece of 
factory equipment that could be held 
over for the little newcomers. 

A wall at one end of the outside 
play area has been painted decorative
ly by young people from local United 
Methodist churches. 

Twenty-two teachers and three 
trainees staff the Bethlehem CEP Day 
Care Center. There are two teachers 
to a room in the nine-room complex. 
Additional space has been cleared for 
upcoming teen activities. 

Eight eighborhood Youth Corps 
members serve as assistants. Among 
volunteers are people from the county 
family planning program. 

All the teachers were black until 
Miss Ricki Llewelyn, a J-3 (former 
Japan short-term missionary ), joined 
the staff last spring. The staff itself 
then asked for more white teachers . 
There are two so far. 

There is no fee for children of job 
trainees. Both men and women take 
training in the CEP program. 

A few children from Bethlehem 
Community Center, a project of the 

ational Division of the United Meth
odist Board of Missions, attend the 
downtown day care center. 

This day care facility has a double 
blessing : mothers taking job training 
are only a Boor away from their chil
dren. Morning drop-off and night 
pick-up of children is as easy as walk
ing up and down one Bight of stairs. 

This Bethlehem CEP center is the 
U.S. Labor Department's first CEP 
day care center in the country, accord-



ing to Mrs. Julian Lindsey, its charm
ing and enthusiastic director. She is 
the wife of a United Methodist Dis
trict Superintendent. 

But it is far from being Bethlehem 
Community Center's first day care ex
perience. 

This United Methodist-related 
agency began as a day care center 
when it was organized in October 
1927 under the supervision of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South. 

As was so often the case with 
church-originated community pro
grams, this one set up shop in the 
basement of a church-Reynold's 
Temple C.M.E. Church. Shepherded 
by the church's pastor and his wife, 
the Rev. and Mrs. J. A. Hunter, the 
work soon outgrew its basement home 
and moved to its own building in 
1930. 

In 1963 urban renewal and the 
North-South Highway displaced that 
building and the program was housed 
temporarily in the Community Build
ing of Hill Gardens Housing Project. 

The center's present home at 520 
Cleveland Avenue is a handsome one
story contemporary-style building set 
on spacious grounds near other com
munity facilities-a large hospital, the 
Forsyth County Health Department 
and Department of Social Services, 
and a senior citizens' apartment build
ing. 

Bethlehem's new building was 
dedicated April 24, 1966 "to serve 
the unmet needs of the people of our 
community." To do this Bethlehem 
Center provides not only a thoroughly 
modem facility but also trained staff 
for after-school activities, Girl Scouts, 
a two-day play school, two outpost 
kindergartens, and the downtown day 
care center. 

On the center's look-ahead agenda 
are programs of community recrea
tion, senior citizen groups, crafts for 
families, homemaking classes, and 
child development centers in two 
housing areas. 

Forty percent of Bethlehem's budg
et comes from fees paid by participat
ing families; 12 percent from the 
Board of Missions; 10 percent from 
local United Methodist churches; 38 
percent from individuals and founda
tions. 

Bethlehem's tastefully furnished re
ception room-chairs in conversation
al groupings, a sofa against the in
terior brick wall, decorative lamps, a 
Hitchcock chair beside a chest graced 

with flowers- sets the tone and at
mosphere of the center. Rooms for 
play and other activities are light, 
spacious, and well equipped with the 
tools of the "trade"-in this case, play 
and learning experiences. 

A wading pool-and-fountain is a 
charming addition to the landscaping. 
But it has a rival attraction. 

"The center now has air condition
ing," said Mrs. Marion Wooten, Beth
lehem's gracious, soft-spoken director, 
"so we kind of hate to go outdoors 
when it's hot." 

The day care floor at the factory is 
also air conditioned. 
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That Bethlehem Center should be 
running the factory-housed day care 
program is eminently appropriate. 
Bethlehem Center has long been held 
up throughout the state of North Caro
lina as an example of high-standard 
day care. The message is: "If you're 
going into day care, go to Bethlehem 
Center." 

"We've worked for years to get day 
care standardized,'' Mrs. Wooten said. 
"We have worked for required licens
ing. Now there is voluntary licensing." 

Mrs. Wooten is on the steering com
mittee of a government group work
ing to provide day care services where 
they are needed and to establish 
standards, "so that it's not just baby 
sitting." 

She continued: "Local, state and 
federal requirements have to be stan
dardized. Forty percent of a child's 
development-mental, emotional, and 
physical-takes place by age four. 
We should give this period of a child's 
life the best care possible. 

"There's a big push in the country 
for it. It's a major area of interest 
now. It's been up in the North Caro
lina legislature for three years to make 
licensing mandatory. 

"Everyone is agreeable to it. But 
who will do it? We think welfare 
should continue doing it-or let edu
cation take it up. 

"Day care people are not quite or
ganized," Mrs: Wooten added. "The 
city has a day care organization. And 
city and state have representation. 

"Bethlehem, as you know, began as 
a day care center. In this area [Win
ston-Salem] day care is one of the 
greatest needs. There are Y's and 
Scouts and recreation programs, but 
the very young child is left out." 

Referring to the Bethlehem CEP 
town program, she said, "We have 
added an infant's department, a nur
sery for three- and four-month-old 

babies. We don't have that here at 
the center but we might go into such 
a program later." 

Bethlehem's long success with day 
care was implicit in Mrs. Wooten's 
reminiscences: "The more we did, the 
more we were asked to do. We had an 
institute for training day care workers, 
and we helped with counseling for 
boards and workers. We are asked al
most daily for advice." 

Mrs. Wooten, a native of Reidsville, 
North Carolina, but long a resident of 
Winston-Salem, has only good words 
for the community. "Everything goes 
along well here," she said. 

Situated in the foothills of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, Winston-Salem has 
a population of about 145,000. Salem 
was founded in the eighteenth century 
by Moravians as a center for religious 
education, crafts, and trade. In the 
nineteenth century industry moved 
into Winston. With the twentieth cen
tury came the wedding of the two . 
communities, often referred to as a 
unique combination of history, cul
ture, and opportunity. 

"There are jobs here," Mrs. Wooten 
said. "Opportunity is quite good-tn 
industry, hospitals, motels, hotels, 
stores, beauty shops. Of course the 
greatest number of jobs are for men. 
But women are on the way up. They're 
being placed where they haven't been 
placed before in industry. They are 
running some machines formerly run 
by m,;n. Women are driving city 
buses. 

Main industries in and around Win
ston-Salem are textiles and tobacco. 
Western Electric is also on the scene, 
and there's a large brewery. 

"Reynolds [R. J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Company] has a food line now," Mrs. 
Wooten said, "a Chinese line." 

She called race relations good, dis
missing the riot here some months ago 
as not indicative of the norm. 

"We have poor people-and a lot of 
poor people," she stated. "But they 
can get services. Industry always took 
care of its own people. 

"There is training for everyone. For 
those who have not finished high 
school there is opportunity to get a 
high school equivalency certificate. 
Such students spend half the time in 
class, half in training." 

Assessing Bethlehem Center's 
achievements, she said, "We feel 
we've done some of what we set out 
to do-to be an example, to touch 
families." • 



Mexico's problems are not unlike 
Brazil's : grinding poverty in rural 
areas, the piling up of escapees from 
the country in city slums, rising prices 
and shrinking job opportunities. 

Industrialization is accelerating in 
such major centers as Mexico City, 
Monterrey, Guadalajara, Puebla, 
Oaxaca and Zacatecas. Many of the 
industries are set up by American 
firms. 

A growing interest in urban-indus
trial mission on the part of the major 
Protestant denominations and Pente
costal groups is accompanying the ex
pansion of industry. Ministerial alli
ances in key cities have cooperated in 
initiating short courses, seminars, 
pamphlets and discussion groups 
tailored to the special needs of pro
fessionals, businessmen and workers. 

John Hazelton, a United Presby
terian fraternal worker, works with 
the National Presbyterian Church of 
Mexico to train leaders for urban and 
industrial evangelism. As he says, "A 
missionary wears many hats" and his 
work ranges from visiting firemen and 
leading them in informal Bible study 
to conducting a six-session discussion 
of Jean-Jacques Servan-Schreiber' s 
book, The American Challenge, with 
a group of business men in Union 
Church in Mexico City. 

The primary challenge, Mr. Hazel
ton explains, is to tra in laymen to go 
out and testify to the Lord in their 
workplaces, whether a plywood fac
tory, a union hall or a TV studio, to 
name a few of the "mission fields." 

John and Ruth Hazelton, who have 
been working in Mexico since 1962, 
describe parts of the task. 

LETTERS ~ OVERSEAS 
On returning to Mexico, John re

newed contacts with the Committee 
on Occupational Evangelism, which 
had been formed during the first term 
in Monterrey. This group of two min-
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isters and eight laymen decided at a 
meeting in December, 1968, that the 
second phase of the work in Mexico 
ought to take the shape of a course 
that ministers could use in training 
their members for an effective minis
try and witness where they worked. 
So this gave John the challenge to 
work out such a course of study. 

In January an opening came in the 
form of an invitation from the Rev
erend Moises Sotelo, a Presbyterian 
pastor in the village of Santa Anna, 
just outside Toluca, one of the grow
ing industrial areas of Mexico. During 
the first term in Monterrey, John had 
made two trips to Toluca and had 
spoken with Rev. Sotelo and some of 
his members about the relation of the 
Church to the growth of industry in 
the area. Now the pastor wanted his 
members to learn more about how to 
relate their faith to their work. He 
knew that he had six members work
ing in the big new Automex plant 
nearby, where the Mexican affi liate of 
the ' Chrysler Corporation makes the 
Dodge, the Dart, the Valiant and the 
Plymouth. So now the chips were 
down, and John began to work out a 
course of training in the process of 
teaching six sessions, one every two 
weeks, in the church in Santa Anna. 

John talked to the president of the 
ministerial alliance in Toluca about 
the possibility of taking a trip through 
the Automex plant. The visit was ar
ranged for the day of their March 
meeting, and nine ministers had a 
three-hour walk through the motor 
and car assembly plants, greeting 
some of their own members in the 
process, and taking special interest in 
the little talks on "responsibility" that 
the company gives the workers. They 
also learned that workers who profess 
a faith are the more responsible ones 
in the eyes of the personnel office. 

The visit started many lines of 
thought in their minds, and in a 
lunch-table discussion afterwards they 
asked, "What's the next step?" John 
suggested that they might want to dig 
in on the same line of study being 
given the laymen in Santa Anna, with 
an eye to later teaching the material 
to some of the men they saw from 
their own churches in the plant visit. 
They took well to the idea, and a week 
later began the first of six weekly ses
sions that enriched considerably the 
content and form of the course. 

The course with the pastors in 
Toluca came to an end in April , and 
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one Sunday evening in May certifi
cates were awarded to the twelve men 
and women in the church in Santa 
Anna who had completed the course 
there. The pastor commissioned them 
as missionaries of the church in their 
various places of work, promising to 
give continuing support and counsel 
as they carry out their ministry in the 
shop, office or fac tory. 

Mexico is an exciting country in 
which to Jive and serve. From a popu
lation of 4.5 million in 1800, it has 
grown to over ten times that at the 
present, and it will reach 70 million in 
the late 70's. If the present rate of 
population growth continues to the 
end of the century, Mexico will have 
a population of 100 million. Obvious
ly, such a rapid rate of growth is creat
ing multiple problems for this devel
oping country. So far food production 
exceeds population growth. But how 
much longer this will be so is uncer
tain . And, being a Catholic nation, 
Mexico does not see the solution in 
terms of limiting births. "To govern 
is to populate" [was] the reply of the 
candidate for the presidency to Robert 
McNamara's doctrine of limiting aid 
to countries that do not control their 
population growth . 

As is true all over the world, cities 
are "busting out all over" in Mexico. 
By 1960, there were 16 cities in this 
category. The quantity doubled in the 
last ten years to at least 33 big cities. 
How does the Church shift its gears 
and adapt what is essentially a pattern 
of ministry developed in the small 
town to residents of the big cities? 
This is a question that many churches 
have not faced as yet. 

Mexico is a young nation . Did you 
know that 46 percent of the total pop
ulation is "just kids"? Yes, almost half 
of all Mexicans are 14 years of age or 
under. And 72 percent is under 30 
years of age. How does a church shift 
its sights to minister to so young a 
constituency? Another important 
question. 

Part of John's work is to document 
such facts on population, urban and 
industrial growth, and to present them 
to churches that show an interest in 
such matters. John worked out a 
mimeographed report for the Disci
ples of Christ Church that was pre
sented at a strategy and planning 
meeting in June. Some of the figures 
on migration from the country to the 
city helped this denomination decide 
to send men to some of the bigger 

cities to begin work there. And the 
newly formed Azteca Presbytery in 
Mexico City has responded positively 
to John's offer to lead a workshop on 
the Mexico of today and tomorrow. • 

BRAZIL: 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

MORE than twenty-five years ago a 
federal colonization project was 

established in the state of Mato Grosso, 
in southwestern Brazil. Since then, 
eight thousand farms of eighty acres 
have been distributed to the landless 
poor, mostly peasants from the north
east of Brazil. Most of the permanent 
deeds have been granted and a con
siderable exchange of land has already 
taken place, with a trend toward con
centration of land into larger holdings. 

Evangelical work in the South Mato 
Grosso area dates back to the time of 
its settling. The mission of the South
ern Presbyterian Church established 
evangelistic and medical work in 
Dourados, located at the edge of th~ 
federal colony, and a commercial cen
ter for the colonists. A Brazilian lay 
evangelist opened up Methodist work. 

A study of the region initiated in 
1966 by the Rev. Thomas Edmonds, a 
United Church of Canada missionary, 
and the General Board of Social Ac
tion of the Brazilian Methodist Church 
found the homesteaders living in 
misery, with minimum conditions of 
hygiene, primitive methods of fann
ing, inadequate education and a lack 
of technical assistance. 

A pilot agricultural extension mis
sion project was launched. Today 
seven people, four North Americans 
and three Brazilians, are full-time 
members of a "team" engaged in rural 
extension work, nursing at a maternity 
hospital, teaching in church and mu
nicipal schools, cooperating with a 
health program, and relating commu
nities to resources and the total proj
ect. 

Goals of the project are to "inte
grate the Church into every effort that 
is being made to elevate the social, 
economic and spiritual level of the 
region,'' develop social services to 
meet the needs of the people and de
velop a team of workers with an ecu
menical spirit-all formidable tasks. 

Support for the project has come 
primarily from overseas, including 
funds and personnel from the United 
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Methodist Board of Missions. The 
Methodist Church of Brazil com
mitted more than $7,000. But the fu
ture of the project is uncertain 
because of the lack of substantial Bra
zi lian participation. One of the les
sons the team members have discov
ered is the importance of "bringing 
church members along" as the church 
moves from traditional parish ministry 
into new forms and expressions of 
evangelism and development. 

The United Church of Canada has 
provided a $25,000 loan fund for small 
farmers in the Gloria de Dourados 
extension program. Clinton and 
Candace Shock, short-term United 
Methodist agricultural m1sswnaries, 
describe this aspect of the program. 

LETTERS ~ OVERSEAS 

Our agricultural year is starting 
again. If it sounds as if we discuss agri
culture excessively it is hard not to 
when agriculture supports the coun
try. There is some lumbering but no 
other industry in Gloria. 

In earlier letters we've mentioned 
the problem farmers have in getting 
low interest credit. This problem hits 
hardest people who are sharecrop
ping, renters, and farmers with new
ly purchased property . To qualify for 
a bank loan, a farmer must have dur
able goods or clear title to his land . 
This is available only where the origi
nal lot has not been subdivided and 
the original homesteader stayed the 
full ten years. 

This planting season started with 
a marathon of work for us. The United 
Church of Canada which works with 
the Brazilian Methodist Church sent 
a grant of $25,000 to be used for fi
nancing local farmers. This is a mi
nuscule amount compared to the 
credit locally available from inter
mediaries. The largest financier in the 
county gave twenty times this much 
credit last year. 

So that our money would have 
maximal effect, an agreement was 
worked out with the local cooperative 
whereby the money would be loaned 
to the co-op which in tum would loan 
it to members, principally in the form 
of goods. For a farmer to qualify for 
one of these loans he must be unable 
to borrow from the banks. This means 
the cooperative in general is financing 

only the poorest fa rmers. We are hope
ful that some from this group will be 
able to seize the opportunity and 
break the chains of economic bond
age. By putting our resources behind 
the cooperative they are being used 
as much to strengthen the small co-op 
as to provide rural credit. 

A farmer who wishes a loan makes 
out a credit plan. Clint will visit the 
farmer, look at his land, and discuss 
with him what implements, seeds, and 
insecticides will be necessary for the 
year. Improved methods of planting 
are also discussed . Then together they 
make out a complete list of everything 
necessary from now until harvest time 
including money or goods to keep the 
family from going hungry. For most 
of these farmers it is the first time 
they've ever had to think of every
thing in advance. Since the contracts 
aren't yet signed we have people 
showing up at . the door daily (al
though Clint promises to be home 
only on Saturdays ) to make small 
changes in the plans or add something 
they have forgotten . 

Women's liberation is far from 
reaching Gloria. Candace was almost 
dancing one day when Clint got home 
because one of the farmers had ac
cepted her help in changing a plan. 
Most men here, particularly from the 
rural parts of the county, would not 
consider a woman competent to han
dle such a weighty matter. 

In general the maximum loan that 
can be negotiated is $500. These plans 
cover everything, including three 
horses . A well-written plan takes 
about four hours of visiting on the 
farm er's lot plus some secretarial time 
at home to prepare it to confront Bra
zilian bureaucracy. Red tape is in
escapable even where we tiy to make 
the rules as simple as legally possible. 

The farmers gain a tremendous ad-

vantage from these plans. We made a 
trip to Sao Paulo along with Ozeas , 
the president of the cooperative. We 
managed to negotiate prices which 
will enable the cooperative to sell all 
its bulk purchases, mostly insecticides 
and seeds, for less than their price in 
town two years ago. At about 25 per
cent inflation per year that is an amaz
ing advantage. On top of this the 
farmer pays only 12 percent a year on 
the loan. 

Involvement with the loans has also 
led to closer ties with the cooperative, 
which is so small that it doesn't yet 
have a general manager. All sorts of 
small chores, like arranging a ware
house in the middle of the night in a 
heavy rain storm, seem to stop here. 
Co-op members who don't qualify for 
these loans gain indirect benefits in 
the form of lower cash prices and 
"technical aid." Ozeas sends anyone 
with questions about agricultural 
practi ces to talk with Clint. 

The church loan may have a much 
larger effect than originally hoped 
for. It looks now as if it may generate 
up to several times its value in rea
sonable interest rate financing within 
the county. The need is obvious. At 
least a number of people equal to 
those being fin anced have already 
sought us out to see if there was any 
possibility of them getting "just seeds 
and insecticides." The cooperative's 
prices have shown how high the 
prices of intermediaries really are, and 
the intermediaries charge 10 percent 
or more interest per month on goods 
to be paid for at harvest. The co-op 
itself may be able to fin ance quite a 
bit more insecticide by buying it from 
the company fiado--to be paid in 
February or May. The terms won't be 
as favorable for the farmer but still 
much, much better than those of an 
intermediary. • 
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CHURCH CO-OPERATION: An His

torical Review : 1900-1970 by Samuel 
McCrea Cavert. New York, Associa
tion Press, 1970, 400 pages, $15. 

In his earlier "The American Church 
in the Ecumenical Movement" ecumeni
cal pioneer Samuel McCrae Cavert gave 
us the broad picture. In this volume 
( priced a t a stout $15), he paints sev
eral smaller canvases. Here are the de
tailed accounts of the history of Protes
tant-Orthodox co-operation in such a reas 
as home and overseas missions, religious 
education, race relations, evangelism, in
ternational affairs, overseas relief, and 
women's work. In all there are eighteen 
chapters with two useful appendices by 
Ermine H. Lan tern, A Chronology of 
Co-opera tion and Union, and A Compre
hensive Bibliography. 

This book seems a bit drier than the 
previous volume. Dr. Cavert is a gentle
man and a scholar-sometimes, knowing 
more of the background, one almos t 
wishes he were a bit less of a gentleman 
and had let us in on some of the person
ality conflicts which determined the his
tory of ecumenical co-operation on this 
continent. He deals primarily with those 
predecessor movements and agencies 
which found their home in the Federal 
and subsequently the National Council 
of Churches. And it comes at a time 
when the National: Council is in either 
the death throes o; birth pangs, no one 
exactly knows what. 

One thing comes through sharply: the 
inattention to theology and the very 
pragmatic nature of the earlier attempts 
at co-operation. Not until 1959 was the 
faith and order office of the National 
Council established. And one is struck 
with the recurrence in our time of some 
of the big controversies of the past. The 
now almost-forgotten 1932 Laymen's In
quiry on Foreign Missions entitled "Re
thinking Missions" (popularly ca lled the 
Hocking report after the distinguished 
Harvard professor of philosophy who 
headed it ) represented a liberal view
point, holding tha t Christianity should 
stand in a friendly relation wi th other 
faiths in a common front against secular
ism and irreligion . It stressed Christian 
influence through service-medical, educa
tion and social - more than efforts for 
conversion. It also recommended a cen
tra l body fo r the direction of the mis
sionary program in each coun try. 
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The report was a hot pota to. Initiated 
by concerned laymen, headed by John D. 
Rockefe ller, Jr., it was funded by seven 
denominational boards, includin g Pres
byterian and Methodist. But the seven 
miss ion boards were also among principal 
supporters of the Foreign Miss ions Con
ference of North America which caused 
an identity problem. The Confe rence got 
blamed and had to pass a resolution 
which "recognized gra tefull y the earnes t 
and unselfish services of the Appra isal 
Commission . . and their cons tructive 
proposals. vVe are a t the same time 
solicitous with reference to unfavorable 
reactions th roughout the church to the 
press releases given out in ad vance of 
the appearance of the report , and also 
to a number of points in the report 
itself." Does that sound familia r? 

All our current preoccupations-war 
and peace, race relations, the plight of 
agricultural workers, sta tus of women
are long-time ecumenica l concerns. The 
book states frankly concernin g the sorry 
history of the black in America, "His 
inferior education, his political impo
tence, and the economic discrimina tion 
aga inst him were all a part of an 
established order. The American 
churches were in volved in it as much as 
the nation at large." This chapter in
cludes the Black Manifes to and the 
es tablishment of IFCO. 

But history moves very fast these days. 
The chapter on "Women in the Van
guard" tells how United Church Women 
became a department in the Division of 
Christian Unity and quotes its then 
leader: "It would seem we might be 
los ing our identity, our status, our so
called autonomy. Rather, we are losing 
ourselves to find ourselves; we are 'ac
cepting the d isciplines' to become a more 
integrated part of the whole." W ell , it 
turned out that the way it seemed was 
the way it was and the now-named 
Church Women United have reversed 
not only their name but their position in 
the structure of the NCC, recentlv h av
ing gone back to the related mo~ement 
status. 

Dr. Cavert's long view (he is now in 
his eighties and has been closely identi 
fied with the history he writes about for 
half a century) is especiall y valuable in 
his introductory overview and his per
sonal postscript "The Road Ahead ." He 
admits that as the seventies begin , the 
course of the ecumenical movement is 
eonfused and complicated by tensions 
that reflect the condition in the church 
a t large. "One has to do with the essential 
nature of the unity we seek and the kind 
of structure in which it should be em
bodied . The other arises out of the im: 
patience of those who are deeply com
mitted to a radical reform of society and 
feel that the ecumenical . movement is 
too tied to the existing eccles iastical 
establishment to provide hold and ad-

venturous leadership." In the senior 
sta tesman's opinion there is danger in 
too much emphas is on the free-lance ecu
menical projec ts . .. "if the new insights 
a re to have permanent significance, they 
must be embodied in the form of some 
ongoing institutional life. Otherwise they 
will have little staying power." He argues 
that it would be a lamentable weakness 
if the ecumenical movement were re
duced to a loose association of individ
uals and voluntary organizations. "Its 
lon g-range strength lies in its integral re
lation to the churches. This hard-won 
asset is too precious to lose." 

Betty Thompson 

THE URGENCY OF MARXIST-CHRIS
TIAN DIALOGUE by Herbert 
Aptheker. New York, 1970: Harper & 
Row, 196 pages, $6.95. 

Mr. Aptheker opens his case for the 
urgency of Marxist-Christi an dialogue by 
attempt ing to clear away some of the 
"d is tortions" which surround "the Marx
ist approach to religion." He then sug
gests something of the tacti cs which need 
to be recognized in carrying on such a 
dialogue. Essentially, the position is 
simple and clear : Coexistence is, willy 
nilly, a fact of today's world ; both Marx
ism and Christianity prefer life to mutual 
and total annihilation; so the urgency 
today is to move beyond just coexistence 
to (although the word is not Aptheker's ) 
pro-cxistencc-i.e., to exist for the mu
tual achievement of the fullest possible 
life. . 

"Marxism and religion have existed 
toge ther for over a century. If Marx
ism is correct , and if the universal 
achievement of communism produces 
a world that is reasonable and control
lable and therefore a world in which 
religion, being unnecessary, will dis
appear , why, then, that is what will 
happen. If, on the other hand, this 
1'1arxist projection is wrong- and, of 
course, it may well be wrong-then 
religion will not disappear and perhaps 
will never disappear. In either case 
the worst that can happen is that one 
of the two, the religious person or the 
Marxist, will have been proven in 
error. Each, then, will be wiser. Is 
that a calamity?" 

It is in this spirit that Aptheker moves 
into several chapters in which he at
tempts to enter into dialogue with Chris
tianity, especially with the Christianity 
of the authors of "Openings for Marxist
Christian Dialogue." 

As Aptheker continually implies, and 
occasionally states, exchanges in which 
Marxists and Christians engage in mutual 
recrimination, in which straw men are 
erected and promptly destroyed, result 
in something less than constructive or 
honest encounte rs . Aptheker rightly 
stresses the limitations of a book, such 
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as "Openings," in which none of the 
authors is himself a Marxist. 

Aptheker rightly attacks and rejects 
many of the generalities which Chris
tians too easily apply to Marxism. One 
requirement of fruitful dialogue must not 
be overlooked: When presenting a posi
tion other than one's own, one must 
constantly discipline himself so that the 
product will be recognizable by-and, 
hopefully, acceptable to--an adherent of 
that other position . Without this essential 
no real points of contact have been 
established for a dialogue. 

But we must observe a dilemma facing 
those committed to any real Marxist
Christian dialogue: Is Aptheker's Marx
ism recognizable and acceptable within 
the broader circle of Marxism? Similarly, 
how many Christians would lay claim 
to the Christianity which emerges from 
Aptheker's expositions? 

The issue here is obvious: There is at 
least as great an urgency for the Marx
ists to engage in dialogue with the Marx
ists , and the Christians to dialogue with 
the Christians, as there is for Marxists 
and Christians to engage in pro-existence. 
While Aptheker would appear to be in 
agreement with this contention, the gen
eral tone of his later chapters seems to 
suggest that Aptheker too readily uni
versalizes both his own Marxism and his 
constructs of Christianity. 

Later chapters (Love and the Trans
cendental; Ethics and Humanity; Rea
son and Religion; Sex, Women and Re
ligion; Racism and Religion ; Life, Death 
and Religion; Marxism, Religion, and 
Revolution ; Marxism, Religion and the 
Future ), are given over to a critique of 
problems which Aptheker finds in what 
he understands to be the position of 
Christianity on these themes-problems 
which are more adequately and often 
more devastatingly covered by critics 
with1n Christianity. These chapters 
should have been given more to a care
ful and documented spelling out of the 
theory and practice of Marxism on these 
several themes-hopefully including 
something of a Marxist-Marxist dialogue 
at various points. Such an approach would 
have saved Aptheker from charges of 
seriously misrepresenting or distorting 
Christianity or Christian sources, for 
example, incomplete and questionable 
citations and interpretations of Paul and 
of Calvin . 

Even with this rather serious liability, 
however, Aptheker has made a helpful 
contribution to the (hopefull y) on-going 
Marxist-Christian dialogue. 

I would suggest that two of the more 
fruitful openings which could and should 
be explored are found in Aptheker's 
statement that, for the Marxist, Man 
creates God, while for the Christian, 
God creates man, and in the related and 
crucial area of "anthropology" (The-

ological, not Social Scientillc) and pro
existence. 

Robert L. Van Dale 

SISTERHOOD IS POWERFUL, by 
Robin Morgan, editor. New York, 
1970. Random House, 602 pages, 
$8.95; Vintage, paper, $2.45. 

If you've sat back comfortably after 
one of those sometimes funny, frequent
ly inane, verbal duals on the television 
talk shows about women's liberation and 
agreed that after all "women should get 
equal pay for equal work," fee ling that 
you understood the new feminis t move
ment, then this book is likely to star tle 
you. These more than fifty authors, all 
of them women and most of them angry, 
are speaking to a revolution more radical 
and more profound than any proposed 
by a Marxist orien tation . Though most of 
them are women of the "New Left," the 
change they seek is far more d ras tic 
than the overthrow of the "Establish
men t." They advocate an essential and 
basic cultu ral change that calls into ques
tion the assumptions of more than 5,000 
years of history. 

From their point of view the oppres
sion of women by men is at the root of 
all oppression. As Miss Morgan puts it, 
"Racism as a major contradiction, for 
example, is surely based on the first 
'alienizing' act: the basic primary con
tradiction that occurred with the enslave
ment of half the human species by the 
other half." She presses her point with 
a bit of theologizing: "I think it no co
incidence that all the myths of creation, 
in all religions , have to do with a 'fall 
from grace' simultaneously with the 
emergence of set sexual roles." The 
search, still a groping one to be sure, is 
for a. drastic revision in the way men 
and women relate, one that entails the 
end of the family as we know it, and 
therefore of society as we know it. 

Not every writer in this anthology 
goes quite so far as this, and many others 
do not spell it out as explicitly as Miss 
Morgan in her introduction . It is interest
ing, for example, that the "third world" 
women, black Americans and especially 
a Mexican-American representative, still 
view their problem as primarily racial. 
Other pieces consider women solely in an 
American contex t. Nevertheless Miss 
Morgan's view permeates most of the 
book, as she obviously intended . 

The writings in the book are a motley 
assortment. The social specb·um covered 
is os tensibly quite broad. It includes, 
for example, women in the navy, medi
cine, law, office work and the media, as 
well as a housewife, two lesbians, a 
"hooker," a Catholic professor, and an 
article on the role of women in China. 
But almost all the writing has a certain 
sameness about it because of the com
parative youth and common political 

persuasion of the writers. The woman in 
the navy is not the usual Wave in navy 
blue. She is a dissenter who has been 
court-martialed for peace activities. Even 
the representative "aging woman," who 
is all of forty-three years old, is a vital 
divorcee involved in anti-war activity. 

Women in the women's liberation 
movement pride themselves on getting 
away from the abstract jargon of other 
political movements. But while some of 
the writing retains a kind of freshness 
because it deals with concrete experi
ences, too much of it reflects the same 
hackneyed generalizations of the "New 
Left ." All of which brings us to the 
question-who is this book for? It will 
reach certain young women up to the 
age of about thirty years whose orienta
tion is to the political left, that is-the 
same women who have written it. 

Sisterhood Is Powerful is a perfect ex
ample of the failure of "movement" peo
ple to talk to anyone but themselves, of 
what looks at times like an arrogant 
refusal to try to reach out and touch the 
vas t numbers of people where they are 
-in the midst of their own problems and 
struggles. 

Special mention should be made of 
certain pieces in the book. The article 
by Dr. Naomi Weisstein is a brilliant 
demonstration of the failure of psy
chology and psychiatry to produce sub
stantial evidence for emotional and in
tellectual differences between men and 
women. For those who have unquestion
ingly accepted certain Freudian hypothe
ses about the two sexes and their rela
tions-and most of us have--this article 
may come as a real revelation. Another 
especially exciting entry is a selection 
from Kate Millet's best seller, Sexual 
Politics . (But one might do as well to 
go out and buy the whole book.) For 
its importance to the movement and 
because it is a simple exposition of ideas 
abou t sexuality which may become 
dominant in a few years , Susan Lydon's 
"The Politics of Orgasm" is important. 
For comic relief, and there is so little of 
that in any political movement today, 
Pat Mainardi's "The Politics of House
work" is a welcome addition. And of 
course a good many of the pieces in this 
book are enjoyable simply because they 
are "true stories." 

The book also contains poetry (most 
of it bad , but that's not unusual for a 
political movement ), historical docu
ments , an excellent bibliography, and 
addresses of abortion counseling centers 
and women's libera tion organizations. 

Elaine Magalis 

Betty Thompson is Assistant General Secre
tary, Section of Communications, for the 
United Methodist Board of Missions. 
Robert L. Van Dale is in the Department of 
History, Haile Selassie I University, Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia. 
Elaine Magalis is a free-lance writer and 
frequent contributor to this magazine. 
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00000000000 ~ 000 
CHURCHES WORLDWIDE RESPOND 
TO EAST PAKISTAN DISASTER 

Religious gr01.1ps throughout the world 
have in tensified their relief efforts to sur
vivors of the Eas t Pakistan cyclone and tidal 
wave, which claimed an official death toll 
of 168,000 as of Nov. 24. 

Emergency airdrops by British and 
American aircraft are moving toward full 
scale operation for the fi rst time, but distr i
bution is believed to be fa r short of what is 
needed . More than a mi ll ion survivors in the 
virtually inaccess ible disas ter area face 
dea th if supplies are not delivered soon. 

Caritas International, coordinating relief 
agency of the Roman Catholic Church, an
nounced at the Vatican that it has received 
an estimated $100,000 for disas ter relizf
and fund s continue to pour in from around 
the world . 

This total included $50,000 from Cana
dian Catholic Confe rence and Canadian 
Ca tholic Organiza tion for Development and 
Peace, $5,000 from North American Catho
lic Relief Services and $3,000 from private 
sources in Italy. 

Caritas spokesmen said American Catholic 
Relief services are planning to send 2,000 
blankets, 50,000 doses of anti-typhoid vac
cine and large supplies of vitamins and 
water-puiifying tablets to the disas ter area 
by air. 

Secours Catholiq ue F rancais is sending 
50 inflatable boats and 10 tons of medicine 
and powdered milk. The Order of Knights 
of :Malta a t Rome has forwarded $8,000 for 
relief to the Pakistani ambassador in Rome 
and has started a disaster fund with an 
initial contribution of $1,500. 

The World Council of Churches in 
Geneva reported some 5,000 blankets and 
500 tents valued at $54,000 were dispatched 
by the German churches by air. U.S 
churches have sent 62,400 doses of typhoid 
vaccine. Food, medical supplies and 
blankets have been sent from Oslo. 

Material aid contributions from the World 
Coun cil are being channeled through the 
Eas t Pakistan Red Cross. Cash p romises 
have been received for $133 from India 
Churches, $1,000 from Churches in Japan, 
$5,400 from Holland and $40,000 from 
Sweden. 

An initial pled ge of more than $72,000 
for immediate relief and rehabilita tion of 
victims was announced in Toronto by 
Canadian Churches. The total included the 
5;50,000 from the Catholic group distributed 
through Caritas. 

Other contributions were : Anglican 
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A young girl smiles alon g with a baby and an old man as she tastes fresh rice after 
the first relief supplies arrived in Bhola, Ea st Pakistan , a week after a cyclo~e mid tidal 
wave devastated the area. Th e rice was ferried in by members of the Pakistam armed 
forces. It is feared that the death toll may rise to over half a million. 

Church of Canada, $10,000; Presbyterian 
Church of Canada, $2,500; and United 
Church of Canada, $10,000. 

Oxfam of Canada has granted $10,000 
to the Roman Catholic Holy Cross Brothers, 
a missionary order workin g in the disaster 
area. Oxfam has also started a fund for 
housing, res toration of agriculture and re
placement of fi shing boats. 

The Seventh-day Adventist Welfare 
Services reported in Washington, D.C. that 
initial aid of $20,000 cash has been ap
proved fo r Eas t Pakistan. Adventists in 
South Asia Division have earmarked $5,000 
for aid . 

Adventist officials said ass istance in the 
fo rm of blankets, clothing and antibiotics 
for cholera and plague immunization for 
the stricken area will be made, but an offer 
of medical teams was declined by the 
Eas t Pakistan Embassy here on grounds 
that such aid was now sufficient. 

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board in Richmond has sent an initial 
$5,000 to missionaries in East Pakistan for 
relief ministries . A grant of $2,000 was an
nounced earlier by the Baptist World Al
liance. 

The Mennonite Central Committee re
ported in Akron, Pa. that it will probably 

work with the East Pakistan Christian 
Council in response to the disaster. Vernon 
Reimer director for India, Pakistan, Nepal 
and Afghani tan, is in vestigating needs in 
the disaster area. 

Red Cross agencies in 20 nations have 
contributed a total of $2 million. 

"Church World Service ( the U.S. ecu
menical relief agency ) backs a maximum 
response from the government and ci tizens 
of the U.S. to the limitless suffe ring of 
missions who survived the cyclone and tidal 
wave in East Pakistan," said James Mac
Cracken, executive director of CWS. 

"We have never faced a crisis like this 
at any time in the last few years, one that 
is so devastating in its proportions and in 
which relief efforts are made so difficult 
by a combination of factors ," said the Rev. 
Dr. J. Harry Haines, New York, executive 
secretary of the United Methodist Commit
tee for Overseas Relief ( UMCOR). 

As a member agency, UMCOR through 
CWS has shared in an immediate response 
involving air shipment of typhoid vaccine 
valued at $5,000 and sen t to Holy Family 
Hospital in Dacca, capital of Eas t Pakistan. 
The hospital is operated by the Roman 
Catholic Medical Mission Sisters, who are 
related to CWS. Neither CWS nor UMCOR 
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have an ongoing relief/ rehabilitation pro
gram in East Pakistan. 

The Rev. Kentaro Buma of the World 
Service Department of the Japanese Coun
cil of Churches went to Dacca to make an 
assessment on behalf of the Division of 
Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service (DICARWS ) of the World Council 
of Churches. 

Executives of the Eas t Pakistan Christian 
Council (EPCC) with whom Buma con
sulted felt their best role, because of their 
small size and limited personnel, lay in the 
distribution of relief supplies to be pur
chased locally. 

As a second phase of the EPCC response, 
emphasis will be placed on an accelerated 
program of rice production. Paul Munshi , 
a recent Pakistani graduate of the Tsuru
kawa South East Asia Leadership Training 
Course, who is trained in miracle rice crop 
techniques and who already has extension 
work near or in the affected areas , will be 
asked to "extend his present efforts for 
rehabilitation and to center his efforts in 
giving leadership." 

Buma commented on the many inter
locking factors that affect the execution 
of relief programs: the small size of the 
Christian community, the political climate 
in East Pakistan itself, the difficult burden 
of accommodating foreign personnel, the 
sensitive relations between India and Pakis
tan, and the extremely complicated pro
cesses involved in receiving and distributing 
shipments of goods. Buma felt EPCC would 
concentrate on the kind of a sensitive job 
of personalized relief it may be in a posi
tion to do. 

It is necessary, Buma emphasized, "to 
tailor the disaster response of the church, 
as giver and receiver, to the larger aims of 
Christian relief involvement, which I as
sume center on church renewal on the one 
hand and larger human reconciliation in 
society on the other." 

CONFERENCE ENDS SUPPORT 
OF KANSAS CITY PROJECT 

The Missouri West Annual Conference in 
a special session November 7 severed all 
financial relationships with the Methodist 
Inner City Parish in Kansas City, Mo. The 
resolution also asked that a task force be 
named to develop plans for a new urban 
mission. 

The action to sever financial ties grows 
out of unrest and dfasastisfaction within the 
conference over a broadcast made by the 
Rev. Phillip C. Lawson , executive director 
of the parish, while on a visit to North 
Vietnam this summer. In the broadcast, Mr. 
Lawson called on black U.S. soldiers to 
prevent the "racist white soldiers from 
slaughtering" Vietnamese women and chil
dren and "disobey all racist officers and 
their racist orders." Subsequent to his re
turn to the U.S. and announcement of the 
broadcast, Mr. 'Lawson's appointment as 
director of the parish was terminated by 
Bishop Eugene M. Frank and the Missouri 
West cabinet, but the parish board of 
directors refused to accept the termination. 

A "background" statement to a news 
release from the board of directors of Black 
Methodists for Church Renewal charged 
that the session here was called for the 
··sole purpose" of censuring Mr. Lawson. 
The news release said that "a black pastor 
and urban ministries specialist, and a white 
pas tor, . . . (are) being asked to accept 
the definition of ministries today emanating 
from a,, white, middle-class, Anglo-Saxon 
culture. 

The Rev. Phillip C. Lawson is a brother 
of the Rev. James M. Lawson, national head 
of Black Methodists fo r Church Renewal. 

(UMI) 

BLACK CHURCHMEN AFFIRM 
PARTICIPATION IN COCU 

The National Committee of Black 
Churchmen (NCBC) has "affirmed" the 
principle of black participation in a nine
Church merger move but will also give 
special attention to the unity and empower
ment of black Christians. 

Some 500 black clergymen and laymen 
asked that the Consultation on Church 
Union (COCU) make staff and finances 
available to the NCBC to speed up black 
church unity for the sake of renewing the 
whole church. 

COCU has three black member Church
es: African Methodist Episcopal, African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion and Christian 
Methodist Episcopal. Bishops of the latter 
had earlier said the unity of the three 
historic Negro denominations took priority 
over COCU, which hopes to bring about 
a Protes tant Church having 25 million 
members. 

The National Committee of Black 
Churchmen is composed of churchmen from 

virtually all black or integrated Protes tant 
groups and has some Catholic participants. 

Bishop John D . Bright of Philadelphia 
told the 1970 NCBC meeting in Atlanta 
that the organization is "consumed with 
one passion-to use whatever means may 
be necessary to secure the liberation of 
black people." 

The AME bishop, who succeeded AME 
Zion Bishop Herbert B. Shaw of Wilming
ton, N.C., as NCBC president, asked: 
"What ra tionale is there for the difference 
and division between black people over 
doctrine, polity, advantages or disadvan
tages arising out of relationship to white 
denominations, salaried, education, Chris
tian or non-Christian orientation? 

"What justifica tion is there for the divi
sions between black Pentecos tal, Catholic, 
Lutheran, Baptist and Methodist church
men? All black churches are facing a com
mon, destructive enemy. None has escaped 
the racism of American religious life-all 
have suffered." 

Bishop Bright noted that the ecumenicity 
of the black experience provides a common 
ground for unity "if nothing in Christian 
commitment has been sufficient to do so." 

In addition to the request made to 
COCU, the black churchmen took several 
other actions. They pledged the NCBC to 
solicit funds for a "staff position regarding 
work with black seminarians." An im
mediate response, $500 was given by the 
Rev. Vaughn Easton of Philadelphia's new 
Institute of Black Ministries and $500 by 
James Forman of the Black Economic De
velopment Conference. 

A task force to work out a "contractual 
relationship" with the Atlanta-based Insti
tute of the Black World was approved. 

RNS Photo 

Bishop Herbert Bell Shaw (right), leader of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church; the Rev. ]. l\fetz Rollins Jr . (center) a Presbyterian minister and executive 
director of the National Committee of Black Churchmen (NCBC); and Bishop John 
Bright of the African Methodist Episcopal Church , chat during the NCBC's annual 
meeting in Atlanta . Bishop Bright was elec ted president of the organization at the 
meeting, succeeding Bishop Shaw. 
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NCBC delegates adopted a resolution 
asking the U.S. to support "justice and 
liberation of the people of Africa." The 
statement "deplored" President Richard 
Nixon's "failure to fi nd a suitable time to 
discuss policies toward South Africa with 
President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia" dur
ing a fall visit to the United Nations. 

The Nixon Administration was urged to 
show the same "high respect" for African 
officials accorded leaders of Europe and 
Israel. 

In his address as new NCBC president, 
Bishop Bright issued a strongly worded 
criticism of the "growing acts of genocide 
by white vigilante groups" in Cairo, Ill. 
The NCBC has focused attention on that 
racially troubled city where a United Black 
Front has carried on a boycott of merchants 
accused of "white oppression." 

The Rev. Charles Keen of Cairo's United 
Front was given more than $2,600 for his 
organization's work at the Atlanta NCBC 
meeting. 

As Bishop Bright spoke he was frequent
ly interrupted by applause and shouts of 
"right on, reverend" and "tell it like it is ." 
He touched many topics, including the 
Black Panthers and Angela Davis, a former 
California professor held on charges of com
plicity in murder. 

"Some blacks may en tertain the illusion 
that Black Panthers are indeed hardened 
criminals and should be summarily exe
cuted by the police while sleeping in bed," 
said the bishop. "Others may fee l Angela 
Davis is a Communist and ask why 
Panthers preach self-defense. The question 
is why are not all black people 'Black 
Panthers' or 'Communists'." 

The NCBC, he said, has a special obliga
tion to become the meeting place rather 
than a battlefield where differences divide 
and deflect energy from revolutionary 
activities. 

(RNS ) 

INCOME DECLINE, INFLATION 
FORCE COEMAR TO CUT BUDGET 

Declining income and growing inflation 
will force the United Presbyterian Commis
sion on Ecumenical Miss ion and Relations 
to cut its budget by more than three
quarters of a million dollars next year. 

The Commission has approved a budget 
based on income of $14,799,140 for 1971. 
Actual outlays- after reimbursement for 
services carried out on behalf of other 
organiza tions- will be $816,536 below the 
1970 budget. 

The major part of the Commission's bud
get is spent on personnel and programs 
overseas and both field and headquarters 
units are reduced by the same percentage. 
On this basis, expectations are that the 
agency will end next year with its force of 
overseas missionaries and fraternal workers 
reduced by up to 55 persons, from a cur
rent tota l of aproximately 900. Office staffs 
in New York, including executives and 
clerical personnel , are to be reduced by 12. 

During 1970 the Commission reduced its 
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Elizabeth A. Platz, 30, is ordained the first woman Lutheran minister in the U.S-. in 
a service at the University of Maryland chapel in College Park, Md. Presiding at the 
ordination are the Rev. Theodore R. Caspar (center), campus pastor, and the Rev. Paul 
M. Orso, president of the Maryland Synod of the Lutheran Church in America. Miss 
Platz is assistant chaplain at the university. 

overseas staff by 113 and its office staff by 
30. The curren t year's budget is nearly $1 
million below that for 1969. Cutbacks are 
being made in keeping with priorities 
established through the Commission's 
planning process several years ago. 

Income for the denomination's church
wide work has declined by about 15 percent 
over the past three years, and inflation has 
taken away another 18 percent of buying 
power in that period, the Rev. John Coven
try Smith, general secretary of the Com
mission, said in a budget message to the 
agency's voting members. 

Major cuts in next year's budget are due 
to be in missionary maintenance ( $87,856 ), 
administration of cooperative work projects 
( $75,998), and the general program 
directed by the Commission's staff ( $42,-
405). 

The budget for next year is based on 
income from congregations at a ra te 8 per
cent lower than that now estimated for 
1970, Mr. Smith said . To prevent even 
further reductions in the agency's work, 
the operating budget will include $1.5 mil
lion drawn from reserves. 

METHODIST CHURCHES AFFIRM 
EVANGELISM, SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Evangelism, church extension and social 
justice are three themes which emerge from 
recent developments in Methodist churches 
in Korea, East Ge1many and Latin America. 

The Korean Methodist Church, celebra t-

ing in 1970 its 40th anniversary as an 
autonomous church, has elected a 59-year
old pastor and former church executive as 
bishop, put greater emphasis on evangelism 
and made changes affecting the role of 
women in the church. 

Actions to guide the Korean church dur
ing the 1970-74 quadrennium were taken 
at its 11th General Conference in late 
October in Seoul. The Korean church has a 
membership of 81,956 and claims a con
stituency of 300,000. It is one of several 
autonomous churches affiliated with the 
United Methodist Church in the USA. 

Elected on the first ballot as bishop for 
the quadrennium was the Rev. Chang Duk 
Yun, pastor of the large Zion Methodist 
Church in Seoul and a former Methodist 
Crusade Scholar. He was elected on the first 
ballot to succeed Bishop Fritz Pyen, who 
retired earlier this year (the Rev. Dr. Deung 
Woon Chung has served as "interim bishop" 
until General Conference). 

In other actions, the Korean General 
Conference set up a Department of Mis
sions to stress the church's evangelistic task, 
centralized more church authority in the 
episcopacy by dropping the office of "an
nual conference chairman" and in what was 
termed a "surprise move," res tricted women 
ministers from having pastoral charge of 
a church if they are married. 

The United Methodist Church in East 
Germany (German Democratic Republic ) 
is making progress in church extension and 
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Th e Rev. Lee Stewart, director of a. Pres
byteria n development pro;ect and coordina
tor of religious education in north west Co
lom bia, is d warfed b y a field of corn during 
cm inspection to11r of the Cooperativa of 
Agricola Sin11ana in N a;:;aret, Colombia . Th e 
experimen tal farm co-operative is part of 
the develop ment pro;ect run by M . Stewart 
and is developin g m ore produ ctive strains 
of corn . 

in other aspects of its work , accordi ng to 
newly elec ted Bishop Armin H:irtel. 

Conceding that the church faces problems 
in some areas of its life, Bishop Hartel said 
that the Evangelical ~ l ethodist Church, as 
it is called in the German Democratic Re
public ( DDR ), sees its role in a Socialist 
(Communist ) country as "not the servan t 
of the Socialisti c state, but the servant of 
Christ in a Socialistic state." He said "One 
does not prim arily stress the political aspects 
of life, because the church is dependent 
on Jesus Christ." 

Bishop Hartel, a form er pastor and dis
trict superintendent, was elected in June 
as the first bishop of the 30,000-member 
Evangelical ~ l ethodis t Church . The church 
comprises the Eas t Germany Cent ral Con
ference of the United ~1 e thodis t Church. 
Previously it was linked with \V'est German 
United Methodists in the Germ any Central 
Conference and the Frankfurt Area, of 
which Bishop C. Ernst Sommer is episcopal 
leader. Bishop Sommer continues as head 
of that area, which now cnmprises West 
Germany. 

A new organization linking Methodists in 
10 Latin American countries has issued a 
call for the church to emphas ize both the 

personal and social justice dimens ions of 
the Christian mission . 

Representing 122,400 members, the 
Council of Evangelical Methodist Churches 
(CI EMAL ), at a November executive com
mittee meeting in Pi racicaba , Brazil, also: 
1) set up commissions to develop common 
documents in social principles, ritual and 
faith-and-order; 2) invited two churches in
to fraterna l relationship, 11nd 3) planned ex
panded evangelistic work includ ing possible 
contact with what were said to be growing 
numbers of Hindus and Muslims in Latin 
America. 

CIEMAL was fo rmed in 1969 to link 
.Method ist and .Methodist-related churches 
in Latin America . Present members are 
autonomous .Methodist Churches · (affili ated 
with the United .Methodist Church in the 
U. S. ) of Mexico, Brazil , Argentina, Cuba, 
Chile, Uruguay, Bolivia and Peru , and the 
United 1ethodist Provisional Annual Con
fe rences of Panama and Costa Rica {both 
on the way to autonomy). Chairing the 
Braz il meeting was CIEMAL president 
Eduardo Gattinon i, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

A ".Message to the People of the Method
ist Churches of Latin America," signed by 
execu tive committee members, recognized 
as a principal point of concern , and even 
of some polariza tion, the often contrasting 
understand ings of the miss ion of the church 
- the "personal" or "spiritual" dimension 
on the one hand and the "social action" 
or even "revolutionary" dimension on the 
other. Noting that "our times are those of 
contradictions in which fear and hope are 
intertwined and confused a t a dizzying 
pace," the .Message sought to affirm various 
miss ional dimensions: 

" It is an inescapable task of the church 
to proclaim the Gospel, to make possible a 
personal confronta tion of man with Christ 
and the formation of the people of God, 
particularly children and young people. But 
we believe in an integra l Gospel that carries 
within it the concern for the totali ty of man 
as a historic and social crea ture. 

''The awakening of a new social con
science; the increased identifica tion of large 
sec tors of the churches with the fund a
mental problems of our people, and espe
cially with the situation of the marginal and 
oppressed ; the extension of new ecumenical 
ventures which are not limited to official 
circles but which spring spontaneously in 
answer to needs and challenges-all are 
signs of hope in a continen t that for many 
years has maintained itself in silence, isola
tion and conformity. 

"The present time is a crnt:ial hour for 
Christi r. ns to decide if our bas ic faith is in 
Jes us Christ, or in sys tems and institutions 
which are obsolete and which we have 
become accustomed to associate with or 
accept as the gospel. . . . On the other 
hand, we must not forget that we are called 
to maintain unity of the spirit through the 
bonds of peace and not be dominated and 
destroyed by the voices of hatred , of preju
dice, of judgment which is superficial and 
hurried , of the fan atic: denouncement of 

Save on Quality Tables ... Buy At 

~~~~~1RECT PRICES 
for their money 
by ord ering direct 
from Monroe! Find 
out how much 
YOUR organization 
can save, too, on 
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other banquet 
needs . Send to· 
day for FREE 
catalog! 
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116 Church St., Colfax, Iowa 50054 
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comed . For complete information, send for 
booklet RH. It's free. Vantage Press, 120 W. 
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IM MEDIATELY. Ma ll us gold teeth , watches. 
rings, diamonds. silverware. eye glau es, 11old 
coins, old go ld , 1llver, platl num. m.-cury. Sat · 
hfoction quara11teed or 1our art ic les returned . 
We are licensed gold bu1er1. Write for FREE 
Informati on . 

ROSE INDUSTRIES 
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AROUND-THE-WORLD TOUR 
22nd Annual WORLD TOUR. Complete sight
seeing . Conferences with Heads of State, 
ambassadors, editors, missionaries. 13 exotic 
countries-see the HOLY LAND, Hawaii , For
moso , Japan, Hong Kong , Philippines, Thailand, 
Indio, Nepal , Greece, Yugoslavia , Hungary, and 
Czeckoslovokio , etc. Optional return via 
RUSSIA. July S departure . 6 wonderful weeks. 
Write for brochure. 

BRYAN WORLD TOURS 
1880- D Cage Boulevard , Topeka , Kansas 66604 

brothers . The honest, generous atti tude in
spired by the sacrificial love of Christ is an 
essential part of our witness in an era that 
is a turated with hatred and violence." 

UNITED METHODISTS TALLY 
MEMBERSHIP AT 10,671 ,774 

Membership in the United Methodist 
Church in the United States is now official
ly 10,671 ,774 . 

Figures released November 17 b y the 
denomina tion's statistical office in Evanston, 
]]] show a decrease of 117 ,850 members 
fr~:n a year ago. Not included in the total 
membership are 1,807,847 preparatory 
members. Attendance at principal weekly 
worship services across the church was 
3,853,703, down about 140,000 from a year 
ago. 

The grand total of all giving is $723,788,-
211 , up $38,000,000 from the same time 
a year ago, but meaningfu l comparison is 
not possible because of changes in fi scal 
years by a number of annual confe rences, 
according to Dr. R. Bryan Brawner, general 
treasm er of the denomina tion. The grand 
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If you leave no will, 
your whole lifetime 
of Christian 
stewardship can be 
wiped out overnight 
All your life you've been faithful in 
your use of this world's goods. While 
your children were still in their cribs 
you began saving for their education. 
Through modest investments you've 
provided them a debt-free home and 
extra income for a "rainy day". 
You've made it a rule to give back to 
God through His church a substan
tial portion of the good things He 
bas given you. 

But suppose you leave no will? Or 
suppose you leave only a "do-it-your
self" will, scribbled off and tucked 
away in the desk? What happens at 
your life's end? Depending on local 
laws, the state may provide only 
meagerly for your loved ones. 
There'll be little chance of your 
church receiving the help you'd like 
to provide it after your death. 

The World Division of the Board 
of Missions recommends you con
sider making it the beneficiary of a 
bequest, with the stipulation that 
annuity agreements be issued to your 
loved ones·upon your death. In this 
way, you will provide them an as
sured income with substantial tax 
savings and free them of the burdens 
of estate management. Upon their 
deaths, your earthly treasure will 
serve the church perpetually, spread
ing the Gospel to the ends of the 
earth. 

The coupon will bring you by 
return mail complete information. 
Do it today while there is yet time. 

WORLD DIVISION 
AND NATIONAL DIVISION 

OF THE BOARD OF MISSIONS OF 
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

475 Riverside Drive, New York, New Yorll 10027 
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Thousands fill the area in front of the First Baptist church in Hammond, In diana
the largest attendance ever reported by any Sunday school anywhere. On a recent Sun
day, the church counted 11 ,348 present for classes taught by more than 400 teachers and 
officers. According to Pastor Jack Hyles, at least 1,000 were turned away when every 
facility was filled to overf/,owing. Over 100 church buses brought 5,030 people from 
every secti011 of Hammond and the surrounding area. 

The Sunday School period was followed by what Dr. Hyles termed "the world's 
largest weiner roast." Some 20,000 hot dogs and buns were roasted by participants 
over a block-long pit. 

According to the pastor, the effort was "to show the world that large masses of people 
still can be brought together around common faith in the Bible as the Word of God." 
Th e huge Baptist church has a membership of approximately 13,000. • 

total for all g1vmg includes $140,250,600 
paid in ministerial sa laries, and $114,243,-
010 for various benevolent causes. 

(UMI ) 

SOUTH AFRICA PRESBYTERIANS 
APPROVE TRI-CHURCH MERGER 

The General Assembly of the Presby
terian Church of South Africa has unani
mously approved merger of three Presby
terian denominations. 

If realized, the new Church would have 
about 110,000 members, with the majority 
non-white . 

The Assembly voted to send the union 
plan to its nine presbyteries (regional units ) 
for ratifi ca tion . 

Of the 60,000 members of the Presby
terian Church of South Africa, 20,000 are 
black. The two other parties to the proposed 
merger are the Bantu Presbyterian Church 
with 40,000 members and the Presbyterian 
Church of Shonga with 10,000. 

( RNS ) 

BOARD OF LAITY EMPHASIZES 
INCLUS IO N OF WOMEN , YOUTH 

Action to direct its interest toward all 
laity of the United Methodist Church , in
stead of emphas izin g only work with men 
as has historically been done, has been ap
proved by the denomination's General 
Board of the Laity. 

"It is the policy of the (board ) to be 

representative of the total lai ty of the 
United Methodist Church," said a statement 
adopted unanimously by the 61-member 
agency at its annual meeting November 13-
15. To implement the new policy, the group 
said tha t membership on boards of laity at 
all church levels should be open to "all 
people of the church alike- men and 
women , adults and youth," and the involve
ment of women in the work of the laity 
will be encouraged in all areas. I t was 
recommended that the board employ a 
"qualified woman as a staff member." 

In other actions , the board approved a 
national conference for all churchmen
"men, women, young adults , ordained and 
unordained"- at Purdue University in W . 
Lafayette, Ind., July 13-15, 1973, endorsed 
continuation of a number of programs
including pilot projects in seminary steward
ship education and lay-clergy dialogue, and 
elected ten youth and young adults to board 
membership. The action on the 1973 con
ference is subject to approval of the Pro
gram Council. ( UMI) 

CATHOLIC THEOLOGIANS STUDY 
ORDAINING OF WOMEN DEACONS 

A committee of 12 theologians are stud y
ing the feasibi lity of ordaining women as 
deacons in the Roman Catholic Church, it 
was revealed. 

Although the question of ordaining 
woman as deacons-and as priests ultimate
ly- arose some time ago, it was only within 
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recent weeks that a special committee of 
member5 of the Catholi Theological So
cie ty of America were named to look into 
the matter. 

The committee will report to the Secre
tariat of the Permanent Diaconate of the 
Nationa l Conference of Catholic Bishops 
( NCCI3 ), but the comple tion of the study 
is not expected for severa l months. 

According to Father William Phi lbin, a 
pries t of the Chicago a rchdiocese acting as 
head of the secretariat, the co1nmittee find
ings and recommendations will not be 
passed on to the 1CCB unless the report 
is favorable. 

If the report is favorable and the U.S. 
bishops accept the recommendations, 
Vatican approval would be required before 
any changes are instituted . 

Recent changes in the pe1manent dia
conate program-which got underway 
about a year ago--included opening it to 
mar ried men who, while working at secular 

RNS Photo 

Sally Priesand, 24 , of Cleveland, Ohio, 
takes a Torah from the Ark in the T emple 
Beth Israel in Jackson , Mich ., where she i.\' 
" fillin g in" wh ile the congregation searches 
for a permanent rabbi. Miss Priesand hopes 
to become the first woman rabbi in history, 
breaking a 4,000-year-old Jewish tradition. 
Now in her third year at Hebrew Union 
College in Cincinnati, the rahhinical school 
far Reform congregations, she expects to 
he ordained in Ju ne 1972. Every other 
weekend she travels to Jackson to serve the 

~ T' mple Be<h 1.woel '°"<''''"'" 

jobs to support their families , devote time 
to evening and week-end ministries . 

(RNS) 

LUTHERAN OFFICIAL BARS 
PRESBYTERIAN FROM PULPIT 

An invitation asking a Presbyterian min
ister to be guest preacher a t a Lutheran 
church in Wisconsin was "postponed" when 
an official of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod warned the congrega tion that it 
could be expelled for allowing a Presby
terian in its pulpit. 

The Rev. Ernes t Glenn , pas tor of Christ 
United Presbyterian church, h ad been in
vited to preach at Thanksgiving services 
at Cross Lutheran church in Milwaukee, 
vVisconsin. 

The warning came from the Rev. Karl L. 
Barth, pres ident of the Missouri Synod's 
South Wisconsin district. The district presi
dent told the congregation that a $13,000 
annual subsidy, given to the church for its 
inner-city programs, could also be cut off. 

Mr. Barth contended that allowing Mr. 
Glenn to preach would violate the Synod's 
conditions for membership , which call for 
a "renunciation of unionism and syncretism 
of every description ." 

Unionism is commonly defined in the 
Missouri Synod as joint wnrship with other 
Christians without formal agreement in 
doctrine. Syncretism is the uncdtical ac
ceptance of con Aic ting beliefs. 

The pastor of Cross Lutheran church , the 
Rev. Joseph E llwanger, said that the invita
tion to Mr. Glenn had not been withdrawn, 
but postponed. 

Mr. Glenn and members of his congrega
tion attended Thanksgiv ing services at Cross 
church, and Pastor Ellwanger will par
ticipate in a choral vespers service at the 
Presbyterian church in December. 

Pastor E llwanger contended tha t sharing 
his pulp it with Mr. Glenn was "in the spirit 
of the Lutheran Confess ions and Scripture." 
He maintained that the clause cited by the 
district president applies only to persons 
outside the Christ ian faith. ( RNS) 

FELLOWSH IP OF HOLY SP IRIT 
IS THEME OF W EEK OF PRAYER 

The W eek of Prayer for Christian Unity , 
celebrated throughout the country by 
Roman Catholic, Protestant and Eastern 
Orthodox Christians , wilr be observed from 
January 18 through 25, 1971. 

Begun more than sixty years ago as an 
attempt to bring "separated" Christians from 
the different major faiths together, the 
vVeek of Prayer has now also become an 
occasion to pray and work for reconci liation 
between those Christians within each faith 
group who are separa ted from each other 
due to race , age, political views and eco
nomic class. 

"As contrary points of view develop on 
even local issues we run the risk of losing 
affection for each other and of excluding 
those who disagree wi th us," reads the pre
paratory pamphle t published by the week's 
sponsors. 

CJ/ave you Jieard 
tfie daily devotions 
from CJlie '"Upper CRoom 
on cassette tape? 
Play them and enjoy them any
where - at home, in your car, on 
your lunch hour, while you shave, 
or after you retire 
at night - for a'°,__,,,_ 
~ew exp~rience ~ 
in worship. - -· - :-

The two ·: ·,· -tapes containing 
the March-April number of The 
Upper Room are only $3 .50. 

For Younger Children 
Cf,istening to {jod 
by Jean H. Richards 

This charming book of enlight
ening meditations for the young
er members of the family fills a 

constant need in 
family life . Per 

copy, $1.25; 10 or 
more, $1 .00 each. 

Order the book, 
"Listening to God", 

and / or the cassette 
tape recordings direct from 

The Upper Room 
1908 Grand Ave . 

Nashville, Tenn . 37203 

They are the ational . Counci l of 
Churches Commission on Faith and Order, 
in collaboration wi th the World Counci l of 
Churches Commission on Faith and Order 
and the Craymoor Ecumenical Institute. 
The celebration is recommended by the 
Bishops' Commi ttee for Ecumenical and 
lnterreligious Affairs, a committee of the 
National Conference of Catholi Bishops. 

The theme for the 1971 Week of Prayer 
is "The Fellowship of the Holy Spirit." The 
primary good promised by Christ is the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, and communion is 
man's acceptance of Cod's gift, says the 
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When you're 
16 years old, you're 
never going to die. 

That's something 
to think about, 
puff after puff 
after puff. 

sponsoring message for the Week. 
"The Holy Spirit does not gather a com

munity to have it tum in upon itself; rather 
He seeks to renew and to reunite all men 
under a single head, Christ . . . As each 
one accepts Cod's gifts he develops much 
more his own Codward gift-thus he be
comes yet more a son and, in consequence, 
more truly a brother. 

"To the extent that Christians are subject 
to the Spirit, they serve all men . Whatever 
confessional barriers there may be, Chris
tians who respond to the promptings of the 
Spirit often discover authentic fellowship 
and experience Christ in a new way as they 
meet him in the poorest and most humble 
of his members. 

"They then stand shoulder to shoulder 
with all men- those who suffer, those 
pushed to one side, victims of discrimina
tion . ... As they grow in love, they will 
grow into the freedom of children of Cod. 
Convinced that what matters is to enter into 
deeper communion with the Father, through 
the Son, in the Holy Spirit, they will be 
free in their relationship to every human 
being." 

Though primarily rooted in prayer ser
vices, the Week increasingly forms a time 
when ecumenical action is planned by 
communities for the year. Some communi
ties form committees of clergy and laity to 
evaluate the local ecumenical situation. 
Others compose contemporary liturgy at
tuned to contemporary life. And still others 
gather in informal fellowship . Fasting, sup
porting a local cause, studying another 
church's liturgy, and pulpit exchanges are 
other activities carried on in various com-
munities. 

SOUTH SUDANESE APPEAL 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

(NCC) 

A petition has been presented to the 
president of the General Assembly, asking 
that the United Nations investigate alleged 
political, racial, and religious persecution 
in Sudan. 

Frederick Maggot and Lawrence Wol 
Wol, representing the Southern Sudan 
Liberation Front, charged that persecution 
by the Arab government of Sudan has 
caused 300,000 Southern Sudanese to Bee 
their homeland, and has brqught about the 
denial of "basic human rights" to those 
remaining. 

The Sudan, which gained its independ
ence from Great Britain in 1957, is of
ficially a Moslem nation. It has a small 
percentage of Christians, mainly those who 
have been educated by missionary schools. 
A large portion of the Southern Sudanese 
hold to ancient tribal religions . 

The representatives from the Southern 
Sudanese Liberation Front asked Secretary 
General U Thant to appoint an international 
committee to investigate the situation. They 
urged him to ask the International Red 
Cross to send food and medicines to South 
Sudan and to Sudanese refugees. 

The Sudan has a long history of conflict 

between north and south. The Liberation 
. Front maintains that action of the Khartoum 
government against the South is designed 
to suppress all but the Islamic religion and 
Arab culture. 

In 1964, Christian missionaries were ex
pelled from the country. 

Many of the native clergy have been 
killed or forced into exile, the Front now 
contends. 

There was a report in September that an 
entire Christian congregation of 27 had 
been killed while assembled for prayer. 

Laws of the country make the study of 
the Moslem religion mandatory in the 
schools and prevent Christian schools from 
operating. 

A news magazine published by the 
Front, "The Crass Curtain," carries reports 
of frequent battles between the southern 
Sudanese and government troops. 

DISCIPLES ACENCY PLANS 
BAIL BOND REFORM STUDY 

(RNS) 

A Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
agency will investigate the feasibility of 
pilot projects in bail bond reform. 

The Church Life and Work division of 
the United Christian Missionary Society al
located $750 for a study of possible projects 
in St. Louis and Berkeley, Calif. 

If sponsored, the program would help 
poor people who are arrested obtain evir 
dence of stability and the likelihood of 
voluntary return for trial so they could be 
released on their own recognizance. 

(RNS) 

CLERCY, LAYMEN DENOUNCE 
BOMBINC OF NORTH VIETNAM 

The Thanksgiving season was "clouded 
by the cruelty of nature and of man," ac
cording to 25 leaders of Clergy and Laymen 
Concerned about Vietnam, an interreligious 
organization . 

A statement on the eve of the national 
holiday condemned the U.S. bombing in 
North Vietnam during the previous week 
and also asked for immediate religious ac
tion to relieve suffering caused by cyclones 
and tidal waves in East Pakistan. 

Among the signers were at least nine 
United Methodist and seven Episcopal 
bishops and Dr. Robert V. Moss, president 
of the United Church of Christ. 

"American power did not unleash the 
deadly winds and waters in East Pakistan," 
the statement said. "American power did 
and does affect the battered and bloodied 
land of Vietnam .. . . The force of military 
might is the creature of knowledge bent to 
perverse ends and control in the service of 
death ." 

The Rev. Richard J. Neuhaus of St. John 
the Evangelist Lutheran church, Brooklyn, 
prepared the statement. Protestant, Roman 
Catholic and Jewish anti-war advocates 
concurred in asking the American people 
not to be "deceived by offi cial words of 
peace when they are contradicted by the 
deeds of deepening war." (RNS) 
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cp1tobeggiotiaQg fp1c Shi te1t{pi th <;;£eade1cghip 
Pioneering program for interfaith understanding in cooperation with 

lalll•li• W•rld 
Monthly . Since 1865 a leader in Catholic publishing. Winner, 1968, '69, '70, 
Catholic Press Assn. Award. 

Father John Sheerin, Editor. 

DIMENSIONS 
Quarterly. Judaism 's teachings and traditions related to today's concerns. 
Miss Myrna Pollak, Editor. 

Monthly. Information and experience from the Christian church worldwide, 
in a handsome Protestant interdenominational publication. 

Mr. Arthur Moore, Editor. 

All three magazines $13.76 per year. A savingofover25%. 

For waiting room and living room. 

An identifying seal will be on the cover 

of each magazine. 

Professionals for Interfaith Leadership 
400 Sette Drive 
Paramus, N.J . 07652 

D $13. 76 check enclosed 

D Bill me 

D Send more information 

Please enroll me as a charter member. 

Address _ __________ _ _ _ 

State ___ _____ _ _ Zip Code __ 



The Three Crosses, hy Mich Magani (A ustralia) HEN RI FERG ER PH OTOGRA PH 

Mich Magani 1s an aborig ine from Arn hem La nd Rese rve, New Territor ies , Austral ia 


