


"Will you hold me? Just for a little while? Some day 
someone will come and take me home. 

"My mother died when I was born. Everyone at the 
hospital tried to save her. Now they care for me in 
the Babyfold." 

A lot of Rhodesian babies can't be cared for by their 
parents. There was "Mary Twin," brought to the Baby
fold in Nyadiri from a leper camp. Her twin had died, 
and tiny Mary (2 lb., 10 ozs. at birth) was suffering 
from malaria, measles and pneumonia. Her parents 
died at the camp and no one claimed Mary. But she's 
a sturdy five year old now, living in a "real" home, 
with a "real" mother. 

Babies here will continue to need our help. Some
times a father is ill and can't support his family. If he 
is dead or imprisoned (like a growing number of Af
ricans), the mother can't cope with even one more 
mouth to feed. Or there may not be room with twelve 
others at home. 

The Babyfold at Washburn Hospital was started for 

babies in families like these. Most enter in the first days 
of their lives. Strenuous efforts are made to find them 
another home as quickly as possible. Although some 
need medical care for months, the goal is to have them 
in a new home in less than two years. 

You can help hold a baby for a while. At least until 
some new parents can be found. For $15 a baby can 
have food, clothes and care for a month. A half a year 
only costs $90. Send your gift marked PROJECT OF 
THE MONTH, NYADIRI BABYFOLD, RHODESIA, to: 

Treasurer, The United Methodist Board of Missions 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, New York 10027 

PROJECT OF THE MONTH features child-care pro
grams from around the world. For other Advance Spe
cial suggestions, write to: 

Advance Office 

The United Methodist Board of Missions t 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, New York 10027 
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I THIS MONTH I WORLD OUTLOOK OCTOBER 

1969 

In line with our policy of bringing you 
material to supplement the mission studies 
of the churches, this month we bring you 
a special issue on China to accompany the 
study, "Toward Understanding China and 
the Chinese People." 

China is a controversial subject to many 
Americans. Fortunately, there are signs that 
the emotional nature of American reaction 
is getting somewhat calmer and that more 
examination of this vital area of the world 
is possible. The change in attitude of our 
State Department is one good example of 
this tendency. 

A calmer atmosphere does not mean 
unanimity of opinion and you will not find a 
"party line" about China in these pages. 
What we think you will find are informed 
opinions. 

Charles C. West uses his background as 
a China missionary and a theologian to look 
historically at the role of Christianity in 
China and to draw lessons for the churches 
from that history. 

Also from a religious perspective, Baden 
Teague, an Australian who visited China 
in 1968, examines the often-made statement 
that lvlaoism is the new religion of Com
munist China and that Mao himself is 
treated as a god. 

Among the authors of Chinese back
ground, Dr. Hu looks sympathetically yet 
critically at the Communist attempt to build 
a new culture in China. His appraisal of 
the success of that attempt is contradicted 
in some ways by Dr. Harper, who examines 
the first twenty years of the rule of the 
People's Republic. Incidentally, October I 
is the twentieth anniversary of the estab
lishment of this government. 

Some of the cultural activities of the 
"new" China are shown by the pictures of 
the statues in the Rent Collection Court
yard ("Art Serves the Revolution") and in 
a famous poem by Chairman Mao himself. 

Dr. Hsiung shows us how China views the 
outside world. Three Asians offer differing 
glimpses of how China looks to Asians. 

Bruce Douglass raises the question 
whether the moment has arrived for a new 
look at Chinese-American relations. Dr. 
Chen, a native Formosan, proposes an in
dependent status for that island as a solu
tion to that thorny question. 

The whole issue is summed up by our 
cover photograph-the average Chinese 
with his bowl of rice. Whoever fills that 
bowl and satisfies that man will have an
swered many of the arguments about China. 

Photographic Credits 
Pp. 8, 9, 10, World Outlook 
Pp. 11, 12 (bottom), 16, 28 (middle, bottom), 

37, Photo Trends 
Pp. 12 (left, top), 13, Pictorial Parade 
Pp. 12 (fop right, middl e), 14, 15, 17, 19, 20, 21, 

28 (top, bottom left), 29, 30, 32, 38, 39, 
Richard Harrington, from Three Lions 

P. 23, Evening Standard, London, from Atlas 
Pp. 26-27, Rent Co/loc!ion Courtyard, Foreign 

Languages Press, Peking 
P. 35, The Los Angeles Times Syndicate 
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LETTERS 
BEWARE OF UNCLE IVAN 

"We May Not Want One, But It Is Nccclecl." 
The title above is my answer to the question 

posed by the title of your August editorial, 
"Who \Vanis A Nuclear Umbrella?" Unless we 
arc willing to sacrifice our freedom, and our 
right to consiclcr God the highest, we must 
maintain some sort of shield against the militant 
Communist world. 

Pacifism may be Christian, but it sure isn't 
worth a damn if the other side is militant. Even 
though we in the Western end of the Free 
\Vorld like to deceive ourselves by saying that 
the Russkies want peaceful coexistence, it is all 
too unfortunate when we wake up to be greeted 
by the news of the Russkies giving the Czechs 
and Slovaks the "Proper Marxist-Leninist" line. 
Also, just about all of the strategic material 
which is used to kill Americans and our Korean, 
Thai, Filipino, Aussie, ancl New Zealander al
lies-to say nothing of Vietnamese-in Vietnam 
is supplied to the Communists by "Peace-loving" 
Uncle Ivan. Also, we are grcetecl by a very mili
tant Chinese Communist government which, in
ciclentally, is trying to take the leadership of the 
world Communist movement away from Russia. 

Hence, in the face of such events, it is neces
sary for somebody to lead the non-Communist 
world in defense of freedom. \Vhcther we Amer
icans like it or not, we are the only ones capable 
of doing tlie job. Britannia no longer rules the 
waves, tl1e Kuomintang is bottled up on a few 
little islands instead of running all of China, 
France is no longer a force to be reckoned with, 
and Germany is clivided. Also, the Japanese arc 
willing to let Uncle Sam do the job of defencling 
their islands in case old Alex in the Kremlin 
decides to reach for another piece of land (The 
Russians are within easy distance of the J ap
anese islands). So tlmt leaves olcl Uncle Sam 
to do tl1e dirty work. Also, as the Russians have 
the bomb, it would be unwise for America to 
give up its tedious nuclear supremacy while tl1e 
Russians are not only powerful in terms of 
nuclear might, but also have a strong army and 
navy. 

Now suppose that the Protestant states of 
sixteenth century Europe dccidccl to remain di
vided in tl1e face of a Catholic church deter
mined to bring them back into the fold. We 
would all be saying our Ave Marias, Paters, 
Filiuses, and Esperitu Sanctums, etc., and 
clicking our beads. If the Christian world de
cided to stay all divided and passive in the late 
seventeenth century while tl1e Turks were bang
ing on the gates of Vienna, we would all be 
facing Mecca while listening to somebody in a 
tower reciting "Goel is greatest! There is no 
Cod but God! Mohammed is tl1e apostle of God! 
Come to salvation! . . . " 

So if we put down our nuclear umbrella, we 
will all be chanting " 'Tis the final conflict, let 
Each stand in his place. For the Revolutionary 
Proletariat will save the human race!" 

I hope that you Ecumenicists clon't want that 
kind of world religion. 

P. HERZ 
Bethesda, !lfaryland 

A FAIRER REPRESENTATION 
It would appear that Dr. Garrett in his lcller 

in the August issue has missed the meaning and 
message of Christianity, the purpose of missions, 
and the function of WonLD OUTLOOK. Ap
parently he missed just about everything. The 
tone of his letter reminds one that the Kerner 
report says that white racism is the main cause 
of riots and unrest. 

Although the good doctor is aware tlmt 
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Negroes make up 11 percent of the U.S. popu
lation, he probably doesn't know the ratio of 
average income, white to black, nor other re
lated statistics, nor historical background. Nor 
ghetto conditions, and their effect on person
ality. Nor the responsibility of the Christian 
church, if Negroes' personalities are as he de
scribes them. If he knew all these tl1ings, he 
would not need to question the cause of the 
unrest and dissatisfaction. \\1)10 wouldn't be 
dissatisfied? 

He seems to expect the main emphasis in 
\VonLD OUTLOOK to be according to finan
cial ratios. Those who pay the bills should be 
the ones who get their pictures in the papers. 
Could it be that the good doctor feels neglected? 
(I doubt he'd qualify!) 

In truth, since tl1e magazine is the World 
Outlook, instead of 50 percent of its contents 
being about blacks, 75 percent would be a 
fairer representation. That is about the propor
tion of non-white people in the world-black 
and various shades of brown. 

I am glad that W'onLD OUTLOOK uses its 
space to keep readers informed of conditions 
that shout for attention and to incite some peo
ple to devise means of correcting them. 

IVA CONNEii 
Sand Springs, Oklahoma 

THAT MOTIT'E EDITORIAL AGAIN 
Finding a proper motive of your editorial 

on that subject (July) is not easy but it evi
dently was not building t11e church. 

You imply a great rift between middle-aged, 
middle-class, and institutionally minded people 
on the one hand and tl1e young on the otl1er. 
And you classify the young with the disaffected. 
You may follow tlie noisy disaffected youth if 
you wish, but there is a great body of youth 
tlmt will not follow you. 

Youalso follow your oft-repeated stance of 
deriding the institution, tl1e bishops, the estab
lishment. There are two ways of getting rid of 
the establishment; one is by destroying it, the 
other is by gradually replacing it. You seem to 
prefer tl1e former, which gives us nothing but 
frustration and tliat is what that type of thinking 
has given the so-called disaffected. 

When you talk about the quality and nature 
of life or a contest between gentility and truth 
you lose this "old fogy." My study has taught 
me that man advanced from one-room shacks, 
tents, or caves, . to divide his homes into kitchens, 
living rooms, bedrooms, and more and more 
relegated t11e toilet and its excrement to se
cluded quarters. 

'With this, men became even more careful 
about their language, especially when ladies 
were present, and General Grant even insisted 
that they be careful when gentlemen were pres
ent. An ancient letter written by a man for 
whom many of us "of the establishment" have 
a very high respect suggested tliat our thoughts 
should be on the higher and more lovely things 
in life. His name was Paul. 

In this modem age we have a new fraternity 
of cxcrementalists, who are so addicted to words 
not in the speaking vocabulary of many of the 
populace that they cannot express themselves 
except in terms of excrement. \Ve presume that 
they will soon abolish tlie partitions between 
rest rooms, and offices or dining rooms, as a part 
of this movement, since they feel that lo divide 
life into permissible categories, into clean and 
dirty, is to lie about the quality and nature of 
life itself. 

To say that the students of today cannot ex
press their feeling about the establishment ex
cept in terms of such insulting vulgarity is an 
insult to the great body of students. 

It is unfortunate that so many of our leaders 
seek to win the favor of some leaders among 

youth by taking up the whims of the moment, 
instead of seeking at all times to lift life a little 
higher. The majority of youth will applaud those 
who seek to uphold some established values 
of the past rather than accommodate to any 
vulgarity going. 

Praise God for men like Dr. Wicke. 
Excrementalists have no place in the leader

ship of the Christian church. Nor indeed do 
those who uphold them in their vulgarity. 

REV. CHARLES A. SAUER 
(Missionary, retired) 
Ashley, Ohio 

A LITTLE ASSURANCE 
Thank you for the editorial in tl1e July, 1969, 

issue of \VonLD OUTLOOK entitled "Finding 
the Proper Motive." Such statements in a 
church magazine are clues to me-amid vast 
evidence to tlie contrary-that there are people 
in tl1e church who are out in front of the civiliz
ing process and tl1at not all church people arc 
being dragged along hopelessly behind. You 
give me a little assurance that I belong in the 
church. 

Mns. LYNN LAnsoN (Missionary) 
El Biar, Algeria 

METHODISM IN HONG KONG 
In Hong Kong tl1ere are nine Metl1odist 

churches and one chapel with a total member
ship of 2300. The church has involved itself in 
a variety of types of church work: villages, edu
cation, rooftop centers, social services. Both 
Asbury Village and Wesley Village have been 
set up as small communities to serve families in 
need of low-cost housing. Each village has 
within it a church, kindergarten, and commu
nity center. There are four primary schools: 
Nortl1 Point (where I teach), Asbury, \Vong 
Tai Sin, and Li Cheng Uk (the last two arc 
rooftop schools). Six of tl1e churches have week
day kindergartens which meet in their church 
buildings. There are three rooftop kindergartens; 
also three recreation centers have been estab
lished on rooftops. 

The Plummer Fund Diagnostic Laboratory 
provides medical services. Yang Social Sen;icc 
Centre has a varied program with its social 
workers, dentist, day nursery, and home nurs
ing program. The Methodist Silvcrmine Bay 
Conference Centre provides several cottages, 
dormitories, dining hall, meeting hall, and 
chapel for many groups for retreats and camps. 
The \Vesley Village Production Company 
handles the selling of handwork done by many 
of the Wesley Village residents . At Asbury Vil
lage tl1erc is a clinic serving those in need of 
medical care. There is a mobile dental clinic 
serving eight towns in the New Territories. Re
cently Tai Po Village has been constructed for 
resettlement of fisher folk from sampans (small 
house-fishing boats) . One church has a Tea 
House which meets nightly. 

Some of the interdenominational concerns 
which the Metl10dist Church supports with 
finances and in some cases witl1 workers arc: 
Chung Chi College, the Industrial Committee, 
Audio-Visual Evangelism, Council on Chinese 
Christian Literature, United Christian Hospital 
Program and Hong Kong Christian Service. 

Some of the quadrennial goals of the Meth
odist Church here are : church union with the 
British-related Methodist Church; self-support; 
better leadership training; use of lay ministry 
in church extension; new forms of minisn·y in 
urban-industrial life; establishing a secondary 
school; experimenting in new and meaningful 
patterns of worship. 

Juoy BUTLER 
Missionary to Hong Kong 
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B 0 Q. K S 
CHINA: YELLOW PERIL? RED HOPE? 

by C. R. Bensman. Philadelphia, 1969: 
The "'estminster Press, paper, 241 pages, 
$2.65. 

C. R. Bensman provides the nearest thing 
to a dialogue on the question posed in the 
title of his book. His opening chapters are 
fair presentations, full of insight, on the two 
opposing views of China's position and stake 
in the world. He first outlines the image of 
China projected by recognized Western po
litical leaders and analysts, limiting his refer
ences to levelheaded liberals. Omitting refer
ence to any McCarthy-types, Bensman 
establishes beyond doubt the 'Vest's "por
trait of a totalitarian monster." Then switch
'ing to the Chinese perspective, he catalogues 
the tawdry record of 'Vestern domination 
and humiliation of China in the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries and the inevitable 
xenophobic mentality of a nation whose 
borders are threatened on all sides by alien 
military bases. Bensman avers that a re
definition of the problem of China is in 
order, as exemplified by a cartoon which 
appeared in the Peking Review alongside an 
article by William Bundy charging China 
with "aggression" and "expansion." The 
cartoon pictures "a huge United States sol
dier holding up two bombs and rushing over 
Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Thai
land and South Vietnam shouting, 'The Chi
nese are coming!' " 

The West is infuriated by China's blatant 
independence, her successful economic, po
litical and cultural revolutions. "China's 
crime is, of course, tlmt it was reunified and 
revived by Communists" according to a 
Guardian editorial. 

For Christians, Hensman's final chapter on 
"Questions from China" is a sobering chal
lenge. "Maoist China comes closer to ex
emplifying Christian virtues than contem
porary Ameiica. . .. Are those, who see in 
the condemned and outcast Jesus Christ the 
model and inspiration of the 'new man,' 
going to combat and speak ill of the ideal of 
the new man in the new China?" Bensman 
asks whether Christians will recognize 
China's accomplishments or whether they 
too will resent with others the fact that the 
Chinese people have "stood up"? He quotes 
Chou En-lai's responses to a Biitish writer: 
"We aren't b-ying to destroy individuality. 
But we are certainly doing our best to 
destroy individualism. It's a policy of 'No 
man for himself and eve1-y man for others.' " 

Hensman's book, written from a svm
pathetic, yet scholarly perspective, strik~s a 
hard and stinging blow at Euramerica's 
"misrepresentations" of China. As Bensman 
points out: "Trick photography can give us 
much fun. If bick histo1-y were written only 
to give us fun, it would be hmmless. But 
facts about the actions and sufferings of 
other peoples are in fact a means of our 
establishing a relationship with them as 
people.'' 

One would hope that Hensman's book will 
be widely circulated among Americans who 
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have been too long isolated from modern 
China. 

Donald J. Wilson 
Dr. lVilson, formerly a missionary to Tai

ti:an, is on the staff of the United Presby
terian Church in the U.S.A. 

CHINA IN CHANGE: AN APPROACH TO 
UNDERSTANDING, edited by M. Searle 
Bates. New York, 1969: Friendship Press, 
paper, 191 pages, $1.50. 

Professor Bates, the distinguished China 
historian from the University of Nanking 
and Union Theological Seminary in New 
York, has brought together in the compact 
adult study book for the churches' "Under
standing China" study theme ( 1969-70) 
papers by six China specialists dealing with 
modern China. Each of these can stand 
alone, covering its subject thoroughly in 
brief compass. Together they provide an ex
cellent inb'oduction for a study of modern 
China. 

Four professors trace the modern history 
of China, social change, and China's rela
tions with the world. Two chapters, written 
by missionaries with long China experience, 
summarize the history of Christianity in 
China and United States/Canada relations 
with China. 

The book is an admirable contribution to 
the efforts to understand China so eloquent
ly urged by Dr. Bates in his conclusion: 
"First and last, we North Americans need to 
info1m ourselves, sympathetically and factu
ally, about the Chinese as persons .... The 
effort, in the face of isolation, hostility and 
risk, to avoid extensive war is tremendously 
urgent. But the beginning and the end are in 
human attitudes-the slow, manifold over
coming of isolation and hostility, the rich re
wards to be found in a humanity of common 
benefit. ... Hostile isolation beholds no fu
ture. China, the Chinese people, the issues 
they raise for us and the world, require far 
more of mind and heart than we have given." 

Donald Maclnnis 
Dr. Maclnnis is director of the China Pro

gmm of the National Council of Churches 
and editor of CHINA NOTES, a quarterly 
published by the NCC. 

CHINA PROFILE, edited by Ross Terrill. 
New York, 1969: Friendship Press, paper, 
160 pages, $1.75. 
The six writers for this book addressed to 

older youth are, appropriately, all non-Amer
icans-since Americans are not free to visit 
China these clays. All have firsthand expe1i
ence in China, three of them (two Aush·a
lians and a Canadian) having taught English 
in Shanghai for two years, 1965-67. 

Addressing his American youth readers, 
the editor says of his writers: "The authors 
start from the belief that young people today 
are ready to give China a fair chance. In a 
world full of propaganda-some of it not 
recognized as such-you who belong to the 
new generation must sternly refuse to accept 
the old myths." 

Ross Tenill recognizes that his writers 
have queries, doubts and anxieties about 
aspects of China today. "But they do not 
want China to fail in her socialist experi
ment," he says. "They hope she will succeed 

for the sake of the people of China." 
In his final paragraph, closing the book, 

Terrill writes of China's challenge to the rest 
of the world. "!vlany speak of China simply 
as a problem. But China today also presents 
a kind of solution to two pressing problems 
of the emerging, exploited areas of the 
world: how to pull a society out of feudal 
stagnation and poverty and how to achieve 
the spiritual dignity of national independ
ence in the fullest sense after the humilia
tions of colonialism." 

\Vith these as shared perceptions of the 
Chinese revolution, the chapter authors, 
often drawing on firsthand experience, pre
sent competent surveys of China's culture; 
origins and development of the Communist 
revolution; descriptions of life in China 
under Communism; and reflections on for
eign policy implications, especially for Amer
icans. 

CHINA PROFILE is a competent intro
duction to mainland China today, w1itten in 
sprightly style with personal anecdote and 
observation. It may be the best book now 
available in English to introduce the subject 
to young Americans. 

Donald Maclnnis 

THIS IS CHINA TODAY: A FRESH 
LOOK, by Norman A. Endicott. New 
York, 1969: Friendship Press, paper, 32 
pages, 95 cents. 

This brief book, well illustrated with con
temporm-y photographs from China, is a 
fragmentary kind of h·aveler's dim-y. The au
thor, a Canadian born in China, revisited the 
countJ-y of his birth in October 1966. Told 
largely through the words of Chinese whom 
he interviewed, the book does not fulflll the 
promise of the title. This is not China; it is 
rather a sequence of controlled glimpses into 
certain Chinese cities, factories, workers' 
apmtments, fmm communes, kindergartens 
and Red Guard units. A brief chapter titled 
"We Have Stood Up" departs from the first
hand observer format, superficially b'acing 
China's "century of humiliation" leading up 
to the Communist victory. 

These are "controlled glimpses," because 
(as the author fails to point out) any out
sider's view of China today is limited to 
those places and persons he is permitted to 
see. vVe have, then, statistics of phenomenal 
production gains at a model commune given 
as undisputed fact, with no mention of the 
statistical misrepresentations that invalidate, 
for example, the fantastic gains in fmm out
put falsely reported for the Great Leap 
Forward (1958). 

The limitations of the isolated interview 
fo1mat are obvious in other examples from 
this book. China is justly proud of great 
progress in industrial technology, as de
scribed in a Shanghai factory. But no single 
factory, commune, worker or Red Guard can 
speak fqr all of China. This book fails to 
present-or even suggest-a full, balanced 
picture of "China today." 

'Vhile one youth viewpoint is represented 
by an 18-year-old member of the first Hed 
Guard group, there is no clear statement of 
the fundamental ideological conflicts that 
have shattered the unity of the nation during 
the three years of the Cultural Revolution. 
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The basic issues in this national cns1s arc 
only partially suggested. There is no mention 
of the systematic attack on the Communist 
Party leadership, nor the fact that two-thirds 
of the Central Committee have been re
moved in the internal struggles of the past 
three years. 

In short, while many of the insights of this 
book are valid and important for Americans, 
the lack of objectivity, balance and critical 
evaluation make this a dubious primer on 
modern China. 

Donald Maclnnis 

WORSHIP RESOURCES FROM THE 
CHINESE, edited by Bliss Wiant. New 
York, 1969: Friendship Press, paper, 72 
pages, $1.25. 

Dr. Wiant is a leading American authority 
on Chinese Christian hymns and religious 
music. Until the Communist takeover of 
China, he was for twenty-eight years pro
fessor of music at Yenching University, 
Peking. Here he was organizer and director 
of the famous Yenching University Chorus 
which gave the first student presentation in 
the Orient of Handel's "l\fossiah." 

In this little volume he gives English
translated materials from the Chinese for use 
in our churches and with church groups. 
There are 32 hymns (with suggested tunes 
familiar in American hymnals) for use in 
worship services, together with five litanies 
and five brief discourses from the Chinese. 
These and the hymns are grouped on the life 
of Christ, on adoration, on home and com
munity, on times and seasons, on Christian 
faith and outreach in a non-Christian cul
htre. 

This is excellent new material for those 
seeking to prepare services of worship. 

W. W.Rcid 

AN ARCHEOLOGIST LOOKS AT THE 
GOSPEL, hy · James L . Kelso. Waco, 
Texas, 1968: "'orcl Books, 142 pages, 
$3.95. 

Dr. Kelso is retired professor of Old Testa
ment history and biblical archeology at Pitts
burgh Theological Seminary. Between 1926 
and 1964 he made ten archeological ex
peditions to Palestine, working among 
Bedouin farmers and urban dwellers, major
ing in the geography of the land and the 
customs and manners of the people there. 
He has directed archeological excavations in 
other areas of the Holy Land, and was for 
some years director of the American School 
of Oriental Research in Jerusalem; later in 
Bethel, in Jericho, and in Jordan. 

With this background of almost half a 
century, Dr. Kelso re-studies the gospel ac
count of Jesus' life, training, teaching, travels 
from his birth in Bethlehem to his death on 
Calvary, and his resurrection. The volume is 
a remarkable tracing of Jesus' life as a child, 
as a carpenter, and as an itinerant teacher 
and preacher. It has many comments and 
suggestions not usually found in New Testa
ment commentaries. The whole country-as 
well as its greatest Person-becomes alive in 
this volume. 

As Dr. Kelso himself comments: "When
ever a professional archcologist turns to a 
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careful, detailed study of the gospels, only 
one thing dominates all his thinking. This is 
Jesus Christ himself. The personality of 
Christ is unique and alone in all human his
tory. The archeologist realizes more than 
anyone else the difference between 13. C. 
and A. D." 

This volume can be recommended as a 
highly interesting, readable, and info1mative 
account, shedding new light and understand
ing to any study of the life of Jesus, and the 
environment into which he was born and in 
which he served. 

W.W.R. 

HIM WE DECLARE, by Cuthbert Bards
ley and 'Villiam Purcell. 'Vaco, Texas, 
1968: Word Books, 45 pages, $3.95. 
The authors of this volume are, respective

ly, the Anglican Bishop of Covenhy, En
gland, and the Canon of Worcester Cathe
dral, England. They are two of the leading 
churchmen of their nation, and well known 
as writers and broadcasters. 

Their volume is a reconsideration of some 
of the basic tenets, beliefs, and goals of the 
Cl11istian faith . The consideration, the au
thors say, is directed chiefly to two kinds of 
people: those within the church having "an 
ingrained reverence for its ways and teach
ing nonetheless real, if not productive of any 
very startling spiritual experiences," to 
whom any public affi1mation of faith is diffi
cult; and those people "who find serious 
difficulties, intellectual and other, in accept
ing what the church has to say to them now, 
or disappointment in the fact that what it 
has to say seems so little, and its manner of 
doing it so unattractive." 

"llut," the authors add, "the need for a 
God who may be personally encountered, 
whom we know and who we can feel knows 
us, docs not grow less. On the contrary, it 
grows more acute as our world grows in
creasingly impersonal." The question then 
considered is whether or not it is possible 
for men personally to know the Cluist whom 
God sent into the world and to know God 
through Christ. The question is answered in 
the affirmative in the evidence of Cl11ist in 
the lives of men and women-even in the 
lives of those with doubts and questions. 

The volume is a help and guide to those 
who are troubled and cannot accept some 
of the "negative teaching" that seems wide
spread in some religious circles today. Yet it 
is far more than an unreasoned re-affi1mation 
of yesterday's beliefs. 

W.W.R. 

RECONCILIATION-THE FUNCTION 
OF THE CHURCH, by Eugene C. 
Bianchi. New York, 1969: Shccd and 
Ward, 211 pages, $5.50. 
The author of this volume attempts to 

point the church towards a conception of 
itself as a "series of communities of recon
ciliation amid the alienations that vex lrn
manity today." He notes that these "aliena
tions" to which the church must give at
tention-and he finds that attempts are be
ing made in many places to counter them
include psychological alienation from 
nature, self, and neighbor; alienation be
tween people through economic and social 

injustices; alienation through prejudices of 
race, class, and nation; alienation from the 
sources of political and social decision
making, from hunger, from poverty, from 
war, etc. "Such alienations" he asserts, 
"with their perils for the future of man 
must become the chief concerns for a 
church that would realize its redemptive 
task in the twentieth century." 

He adds: "A thoroughly secularized 
world has produced a new series of human 
alienations, along with its superlative 
technical and cultural accomplishments. 
Some crucial questions face the church, 
estranged in many ways from contemporary 
man. Can the church succeed in bringing 
its life style and sh·uctures up-to-date for 
the sake of a 'disalienated' human com
munity in urban society? Can the church 
restate her teachings so that they make 
sense in a secular society? Can the church 
reshape its liturgy to speak with power 
amid the life rhythms of the twentieth cen
tury? Before any of these questions can be 
adequately answered, the church must re
discover itself as a community of reconciling 
shalom amid human alienations." 

It is Dr. Bianchi's contention that in re
cent centuries the major Christian churches 
have developed, taught, and lived a 
"theology of rift," and that the age of 
technology has contributed largely to this 
separation of the church from the reality 
of the needs of men and of the world. He 
makes a case for the replacement of this 
"rift" by a "theology of reconciliation" in 
which the churches will see themselves
and will be--"communities of shalom"
that is, of New Testament peace, the peace 
that reaches out to all men and not just for 
the individual Christian or church group. 

"This shalom, however, is not given pri
marily for the inner comfort of the Chris
tian churches," he says. "They are called 
to be missionmy communities, laboring 
through their preaching and witness to open 
new gatherings of men to God's shalom 
through Christ. His mission, bluntly stated, 
is not primarily to establish an institutional 
church, but to initiate the universal recon
ciliation of all men into a final communitv 
of shalom. Certainly the churches are ve;
sels of election in this task, but they arc 
the privileged means to a wider peace. \Ve 
do not deny that the inner life of the 
church communities, the life of 'Vord, sac
ramental agape and witness, can in a true 
sense also be considered as an end in itself. 
But ultimately these ecclcsial communities 
exist for the more comprehensive task of 
universal shalom." 

Part I of Reconciliation-the Function of 
tl1e Church is entitled "A Church of Separa
tion or Shalom?"-with suggestions of how 
and where to recover biblical shalom. Part 
II is a study of secularization-its values 
and its alienations. Part III is entitled "The 
\~7orldly Church in .tvlission." 

Dr. Bianchi is assistant professor of re
ligion at Emory University, and a director 
of the National Committee on Catholic 
Concerns. He was earlier assistant editor of 
the Catholic magazine, America. 

w. w. R. 
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The UN's Twenty-Fourth 
"Let us take a look at ourselves 

1 .

. ,,1:.· first," said the newly-elected Presi
dent of the United Nation's twenty
fourth General Assembly, Miss Angie 
E. Brooks of Liberia. Quietly, she 
noted that last year's assembly had 
shown "the opposite of dynamism," 
had ignored certain major world prob
lems, and had contributed to "the 
gradual decline of the United Nations 
in the eyes of public opinion." 

Such straightforward realism .is 
unusual in the world of diplomacy 
and especially in the United Nations, 
which has long had its own credibility 
gap. J?elegates, said Miss Brooks, 
should not "yield to the delusion that 
we are doing our best and that the 
world persists in misjudging us." 

At least four areas of concern now 
demand that the United Nations do 
its best. 

The "decline of the United Na
tions" can be arrested this month if 
there is positive movement in the di
rection of disarmament talks. There 
is reported to be, at this writing, "con
siderable optimism" among the dele
gates about some sort of arms-limita
tion agreement among the big 
powers and under UN auspices. It was 
precisely for such purposes that the 
United Nations was called into being 
as "the last great hope for mankind" 
and for peace. 

With a president from the oldest 
republic in Africa, the General As
sembly should tum its attention to the 
deteriorating situation in Namibia 
(South West Africa), a country which 
might be the continent's newest re
public if the UN properly exercised its 
responsibilities. Last April, South Af
rica passed the South West Africa 
Affairs Bill and took over Namibia, 
making it a fifth province of that 
apartheid government. Continued 
UN inaction can only enforce the im
prnssion in Namibia that they have 
been betrayed by the world body. 
And that will be no "misjudgment." 

Another concern of this session is 
the escalating conflict in the Middle 
East. One major source of the UN's 
decline in the eyes of public opinion 
is the cavalier treatment accorded its 
Security Council resolutions by the 
belligerents, especially by Israel but 
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also by the Arabs. While some of 
these resolutions-such as the recent 
one on the Al Aksa fire-have been 
less than fair to Israel, others which 
have emphasized the inadmissability 
of the acquisition of territory by war 
and the rights of refugees are hardly 
"one-sided." Nor does Israel, itself a 
child of the UN, aid the cause of 
peace by considering Jerusalem "out
side the legal competence of the Gen
eral Assembly" when that city is clear
ly the sorest point in the conflict. 

Finally, for years the United States 
has led the opposition to admission 
of Red China to the UN, while the 
People's Republic of China has re
sponded apparently with the attitude: 
"Who wants it, anyway?" Now comes 
word from Canadian Foreign Minis
ter Mitchell W. Sharp and Secretary 
General U Thant that Communist 
China may want to join after all, and 
without its former "conditions." Such 
a shift, if true, coupled with the 
Nixon Administration's avowed pur
pose to seek a new China policy, will 
lead hopefully to admission of that 
enigmatic and ostracized power to the 
community of nations. Regardless of 
Communist China's intentions, the ex
clusion of more than 700 million peo
ple from representation in the United 
Nations makes that body a world body 
in name only. 

How Not to End a War 
President Nixon's style in seeking 

to extricate the United States from 
the Vietnam War is becoming clearer. 
It is to couple verbal claims that we 
are doing all we can to ensure peace 
with the grudging making of minimal 
concessions. 

Leaving aside the mystery of the 
on again-off again bombing pause fol
lowing the death of Ho Chih Minh 
(and what a missed opportunity for 
psychological fence-mending that 
was), the latest announcement on 
troop withdrawals illustrates this tac
tic. One can hardly quarrel with Mr. 
Nixon's rhetoric. "The time has come 
to end this war," he said. The problem 
is that if U.S. troops continue to be 
withdrawn at the present rate, it 
would be another eight or nine years 
before they all left Vietnam. 

It is not necesary to argue for a 
unilateral, immediate pullout of Amer
ican troops to suggest that the present 

rate is inadequate. Reportedly, Secre
tary of Defense 1vlelvin Laird himself 
advised the president that the number 
of withdrawals were not enough to 
impress either the Vietnamese or anti
war protestors in the United States. 

Sentiment in the United States does 
in fact appear to be Mr. Nixon's chief 
concern. He has so far succeeded in 
giving just enough to blunt the edge 
of protest without opening himself to 
the charges from the right of having 
given in to the North Vietnamese. 

This is shrewd politics in the short 
run but over the long haul it may be 
shrewd rather than wise. Such an ap
proach can only serve to delay any 
settlement and to prolong the present 
stalemate. In addition, it hands over a 
certain amount of the initiative to the 
Thieu-Ky regime in Saigon, who have 
already used that initiative to upset 
moves toward a cease-fire or peace 
overtures. 

Finally, the peace groups in the 
United States are beginning to re
group their forces. This month will 
see how well their current strategy is 
working. If the war is not settled soon, 
it may avail itself of a pent-up fury 
stronger than any yet seen. 

In short, President Nixon has suc
ceeded in buying the administration 
time but has as yet shown no signs 
that he has the political courage to 
bite the bullet and end the war. End 
the war, that is, on the kind of terms 
on which it must be ended. 

Any settlement which envisages 
ending up with a slightly expended 
version of the present Saigon regimE 
in control of Vietnam (and the Viet 
Cong returned to the status of happy 
peasants) is unrealistic, to say the 
least. That was the vision that deluded 
Lyndon Johnson and Dean Rusk for so 
long. It is a delusion that is a more 
potent narcotic in 'Vashington than 
any psychedelic drug has produced, 
And it is ultimately a "bad trip." 

James A. Pike 
The death of Bishop James A. Pike 

in the Judean dese1t brings to a tragic 
close the life of a man who could 
never rest easy in the accepted fonnu
lations of religion, yet was always 
pressing to seek what was behind 
those partial descriptions of the di
vine. May he rest in peace where that 
mystery becomes clear to us all. 
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A m1ss1onary in China after World 
War II, Dr. West is now Professor of 
Christian Ethics at Princeton Theolog
ical Seminary. He is the author of 
Communism and the Theologians and 
Outside the Camp. 

What was the influence of Christian
ity on China? 

It's very difficult to separate Chris
tianity from the whole Western influ
ence. The gunboats in the Yangtze 
River after the Opium War forced the 
Chinese to realize they were no longer 
powerful and they had to think of power 
in quite new tcnns. TilC industries and 
commercial inHuence of the \Vest forced 
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China to realize it was not self-sufficient 
economically. \Vestern philosophies and 
ideas permeated China as suggested 
ways China could reorganize itself po
litically. You bad all of this pouring in 
on China. 

The special influence of Christian mis
sions were two: a concept of man as a 
person rather than as a member of a 
family and, as a result of this, the effort 
to establish humanitarian institutions. 
One of the first impacts of Christianity 
was a humanitarian ouh·age at cruel con
ditions and an effort to do something 
about them, raising up the picture of 
man as he is in Christ. The . attack on 
foot-binding is the obvious external ex
ample, but schools for women and the 
concept of a woman as a person in her 
own right, which she wasn't in the old 

Chinese family, are more significant. All 
of the external evidences of the Chris
tian influence arc now swept away in 
the Communist Revolution or given a 
Communist form. How that will work 
in the future is an open question. 

The Christian Gospel itself was rev
olutionary on ancient concepts of soci
ety, on values and the rest-first of all in 
the concept of what man could be in 
relation to Christ, and secondly, in its 
concept of history moving toward a goal 
which realizes a new promise for man. 
From this dynamic comes a sense of 
stewardship of the forces of nature, the 
demythologizing of nature so that you 

Laying tlie comers/one of Payne Hall, Ilrva
ll(tn College, 1912. 13isliop 13asl1ford offici
ati11g; Dr. ]. II. Worley trm1slati11g. 
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no longer saw nature as some eternal 
structure which surrounds and limits 
man and has to be propitiated by sacri
fices but rather as something to be re
organized in the interests of human 
development. 

Now this is, in a way, the social 
tragedy. Having awakened these ideals, 
this expectation, in young people who 
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came to Christian m1ss10n schools, the 
missions had no g_µidance to give them. 
How can you take this message and 
transform society? The missions had no 
answer. The tendency among the more 
fundamentalistic was to reduce the 
whole thing to an experience in the 
church. But even those who didn't want 
to reduce the Christian message to some-

Gtnn.r :Sing Tumc Church.. 

thing very individualistic and very tame 
in the way of contribution of church life 
to society were very timid in following 
through the challenge this offered to the 
old structures of society-where it was 
not an immediate humanitarian concern. 
So these students sought the realization 
of the ideals they'd found somewhere 
else. 
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A Protestant Church in 
Slianghai after the Com
mrmist takeover. The char
acters on tlie steeple say, 
"Figlit for World Peace." 
Not identified, tlie ch11rch 
is believed to be the Moore 
Memorial Methodist 
Ch11rch. 

The Chinese were unable to reconstitute 
their nation as a modern power in terms 
of their ancient culture. It couldn't be 
done. However, they also couldn't re
constitute it as a kind of appendage to 
·western culture. That would never do. 
Now what they have actually done is to 
appropriate a philosophy of a universal 
revolution and to make it the instrument 
of Chinese nationalism, of Chinese self
consciousness. The dynamic which was 
set in motion by that is not finished. 

In a sense I think you could say that 
because Christian missions were not 
imaginative enough to offer to China a 
structure by which she could reconstruct 
herself and face the future realistically, 
because we weren't culturally creative 
enough in showing ways by which the 
ancient Chinese culture could be remade 
in this new model and still be Chinese, 
and because we weren't socially imagi
native enough in showing ways in which 
great masses of people could find some 
way to a society where they would have 
a chance to be really human, Commu
nism was the form in which the Chris
tian-influenced tradition took over. 

But the Christian-influenced tradition 
is a bearer of a historical dynamic which 
comes from Christ and from that He
brew-Christian tradition, because only 
the God we meet there is really a God of 
history in the sense of looking toward 
the future and the transfonnation of all 
reality. So the same God who made 
China Communist I say is preparing an
other future one of these days. And I 
think that's perhaps our most important 
lesson: to be aware how this future is 
breaking in on countries like China and 
others coming into the modern world 
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and to be sensitive to this and bear wit
ness to it. 

Do we confuse Christianity and 
Americanism in viewing China? 

That's a loaded question, isn't it? 
We've had a China lobby. Many former 
missionaries have contributed to this 
China lobby, and they've brought a cer
tain amount of Christian thinking to it. 
The China lobby says, in effect, that the 
government on Taiwan is the only legiti
mate government of China, that it per
petrates what I think is the falsehood 
that China would not have been lost to 
Communism if Americans had given suf
ficient help, and it tends to play up for 
Christians the idea that Chiang Kai-shek 
and his wife are Christians and that 
Christians have a certain influence in 
that government, and that therefore 
there is not only legitimacy but also op
portunity for Christian mission only be
ing possible there. 

This point of view has had certain 
popular currency; I think it's fading 
rapidly these days. The China lobby has 
been unable to prevent even a Republi
can administration from talking about 
bettering relations with Peking China. 
It's also a misunderstanding, as far as 
Christianity is concerned, of what ac
tually happens on the island of Taiwan. 
The Kuomintang government is any
thing but favorable to Christian missions 
of the mainline churches. There certain
ly are strongly anti-Christian forces in 
the Kuomintang, who want to minimize 
the influence of the Christian church as 
a whole. You cannot say that the Kuo
mintang government is pro-Christian. Of 
course you do have to say that the gov
ernment on the mainland is anti-Chris-

tian, but the point is that that element 
is really irrelevant to the whole discus
sion. 

What might be a Christian response 
to China? 

First of all, to try to cultivate every 
possible relation with it on all levels
trade relations, political and diplomatic 
relations, but also personal relations and 
the like. To try to get some sort of give 
and take, some sort of dialogue, going. 
Now I know that's difficult because the 
Chinese themselves in many cases are 
more closed to it than ever, but unless 
that process starts, you don't begin to 
get the leaven. It's not our job to go 
looking for thse clandestine Christian 
groups by all means-that would only 
endanger them-but as and if we can 
get China more engaged with the world, 
it will become to the interest of the 
Chinese government not to persecute 
these churches so much anymore. And 
this would be true not only of churches 
but of some of the more creative forces 
in Chinese life as a whole. 

I don't think China poses a military 
danger to countries round about it, be
cause I don't think it's strong enough 
internally. I think its belligerent ide
ology has been matched by a remark
able conservatism in action, which you 
need to bear in mind. And the way to 
get China out of its neurosis period 
would be more responsible engagement. 
Now that's just practical common sense. 
It's also based upon a faith that there is 
a reconciler at work in this world among 
human beings even when the political 
evidence doesn't show that this is the 
case. 'Ve can count on this power and 
work with it. 
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by hu chang-tu 

Dr. Hu is co-author of China: 
I ts People, I ts Society, I ts 
Culture. A graduate of Fu
T:in University in China, he is 
professor of comparative 
education :it Teachers College, 
Columbia University. 

Attc1111its to for{!.c a 11cw c1tlt11rc arc 
thoro11gligoi11g. Tlicy i11cl11dc tlic co11-
structio11 of 11c11: cities (O/l/JOSite. 11pp1T 

right), as i11 Sili11l1ot , lll11cr Mo11golia; 
the licaltliu body (11Jl/lcr lef I); Ilic 11se 
of traditio11al c11lt11rc, as i11 tliflse singers 
/l<lllto111i111i11g 1ieasc111/ girls (rig/it. CCll

tc:r); a11d tlic i11doctri11atio11 of childre11, 
as these yo1111gstcrs (bottom) <1cli11g 011/ 
a so11g 011 a com1111111e 11ear Na11ki11g. 
Tlrat tlic old culture 111ay still /)crsist 
is i11dicatcd by tliesc 111c11 /)laying cards 
(aboi:c) 11:hilc ti:aiting for tlic start of a 
,\fay Day parade i11 Peking. 
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For a thousand years the Chinese had 
reason to believe they were on top of 
the world. That's why they referred to 
themselves as the Middle Kingdom. All 
others were merely barbarians who 
could be civilized by heing exposed to 
Chinese culture, particularly Confucian 
teaching. 

Unfortunately for the Chinese, at the 
lime when contacts with the \Vest began 
to be substantial in the latter part of the 
nineteenth century, China was on the 
verge of collapse as an imperial system 
of government. \Vhat Americans-pri
marily missionaries, government workers 
and traders-had to report back to the 
U.S. was very, very dismal because of 
conditions prevailing in China: popula
tion pressure, economic dislocation, de
feat in wars. 

Power detennines the attitudes or re
lationship of both parties when they 
come into contact. Any nation or people 
without power to defend themselves arc 
always looked down upon as inferior, 
because the success of any system is 
manifested in the degree of power that 
system enjoys. The Chinese simply had 
no power to speak of; they were abso
lutely helpless in the face of the West
ern, industrialized and superior powers. 
So the educated segment of the Ameri
can population formed its unflattering 
impression of China and the Chinese. 

At the grass-roots level, American 
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prejudice against the Chinese can be 
traced to contact with the peasants 
brought in as laborers for railroad con
struction and the development of the 
\Vest. Later, many of them settled down 
and ran into all kinds of trouble with 
the Americans. There was a period 
round the tum of the century when 
California passed law after law to re
strict Chinese residents in the U.S. :tvianv 
Chinese were thrown out, and there wa"s 
public agitation against the Chinese, cul
minating in discriminatmy immigration 
laws. 

This resentment of the Chinese 
stemmed from cultural reasons. Here 
was a group of people-the least
educated and least-cultured Chinese
who didn't speak the English language, 
who dressed outlandishly, who were 
clannish, and who had many cultural 
h"aits that were distasteful to the Ameri
cans. So they were despised. 

But more importantly, there was the 
economic reason, because the continued 
presence of the Chinese would tend to 
depress the labor market. And there 
were plenty of people who wanted to 
take advantage of this public fear and 
arouse their suspicion. 

These two images of the Chinese
fo1med from private correspondence and 
publications of Americans in China 
and from contact with Chinese laborers 
in the U.S. coalesced and gave rise to a 
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general attitude about the Chinese that 
was unfavorable. 

But at the same time, in a very vague 
way, many Americans had some notion 
that Chinn is an old civilization and has 
certain values and qualities that arc ad
mirable. This is in sharp contrast to the 
popular, pre-World War II image of 
"dark Africa" peopled by savages and 
cannibals. 

Partly because of this ill-defined feel
ing about Chinese civilization, Ameri
cans had that sense of patronizing the 
Chinese, of helping them. That's why 
most Americans feel outraged now: "'Ve 
tried so hard to help them, to befriend 
them. Look at the hospitals we built, the 
schools we built, all the missionary work 
and so on. And yet, under the Com
munists, they have turned around and 
become our arch-enemy." Many Ameri
cans find this friend-h1rned-enemy a slap 
in the face. 

The Chinese Communists have re
jected the 'Vestern experience for readi
ly understandable reasons. They still 
have a chip on their shoulder. They can
not forget what happened 100 years ago, 
nor during the past 100 years. They feel 
the record of imperialism and colonial
ism is such that the account somehow 
must be settled. For the Western co
lonial powers to say, "Oh, that was just 
a phase that's over now, let's be friends" 
is unacceptable to the Chinese. 

Insofar as the Chinese on the main
land today are concerned, they really 
don't care how you feel about them, as 
long as you don't regard them as a dis
integrating, dying civilization. In their 
view, fear or hatred is much better than 
condescension or disregard. 

Since ·world War II, there has been a 
great change in American attitudes to
ward the Chinese, largely because of the 
degree of self-improvement that the Chi
nese who remained in the U.S. accom
plished in two or three generations. 
More significant, however, has been the 
influx of highly educated, highly sophis
ticated, articulate Chinese-government 
officials, businessmen, students. Because 

14 

Utilizing popular forms of culture to 
point social momls include such ex
amples as (left) the puppet plays of 
F11kien province (cooperation pays off); 
(center) a traveling Tibetan troupe (a 
wicked bailiff is exposed by tlw serfs); 
and (riglit) wall posters in Canton 
(caricatures of President Liu Slwo-cl1i). 
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of the Revolution in China, more and 
more of them chose to stay here. And 
so many of them have distinguished 
themselves, sometimes in rather spectac
ular manner-Nobel prize winner, mul
timillionaires, geneticists, chemists, doc
tors, acnclemicinns, etc. These Chinese 
were the first fruits of the moderniza
tion process of Chinn. 

There seems to be a general miscon
ception on the part of non-Chinese that 
all the major changes in politics, eco
nomics, social life, religion and what 
not began with the Communist accession 
to power. In fact, many of the forces 
had been at work for a long, long time, 
beginning with the coming of the '~'est. 
In one word, the process has been that 
of modernization, which is synonymous 
with 'Vcstemization. 1110 Communists 
simply accelerated many of the proces
ses already in operation-secularization, 
emphasis on science, acceptance of some 
of the fundamental 'Vestern concepts 
such as the dignity of the common man, 
equality between the sexes, emancipa
tion of women. There have been addi
tional ramifications, of course, which are 
peculiarly Chinese Communist, or more 
specifically, Maoist. 

The first thing the Communists want
ed to do was to change the outlook of 
the Chinese. The Chinese have been at
tached to their history. The Communists, 
like many of the refo1mers before them, 
believed that tradition is a "bundle" 
weighing too heavily on their backs and 
they could hardly make progress unless 
they threw it away. TI1is means rejecting 
Confucianism as the dominant form of 
thought and accepting something new. 
Under Nationalism, it was the Three 
People's Principles (nationalism, liveli
hood, democracy); under Mao, it's 
Marxism, Leninism, Maoism. 

It also means developing the con
sciousness of the nation state. 'Vest
erners have paid a great deal of atten
tion to the family, "the cornerstone of 
Chinese civilization," you know. But, for 
the purpose of building up a cohesive, 
unified nation state, naturally modem 

people have to de-emphasize the impor
tance of the family as a social instihltion. 
The sense of allegiance of the people 
had to be directed to the nation state, . 
rather than to the family, or the clan, or 
the village, which tended to be divisive 
rather than unifying. 

As for "regimentation" in Chinese life, 
it's all a matter of values. The Chinese 
Communists are convinced one of the 
major weaknesses of China in the old 
clays was its disorganization, the ab
sense of a sense of social concern and 
social justice. Sun Yat-sen made this 
point: the Chinese do not fo1m a nation. 
They are, as he put it, a sheet of loose 
sand. \Vhat the Communists try to do is 
instill into the minds of the Chinese a 
sense of discipline. Once you have that, 
they can be mobilized for whatever task 
the leadership believes must be accom
plished. So all the regimentation, indoc
trination and so on are directed against . 
that one evil, the lack of cohesiveness as 
a nation and as a society. 

You realize you have a problem, so 
you try to overcome it by inb·oducing 
new ways of doing things. But it goes 
beyond that. TI1e Communists are con
vinced that the 'Vestem experience is a 
bad one. For whatever its merits, they 
say, it is a degenerating, declining and 
demoralizing system. To them, the ac
quisition of the means of production or 
industrialization are not all-important; 
there is a larger problem involved: what 
kind of man you are going to have. They 
point to the social pathology of the 'Vest, 
the exploitation, the divorce rates, ju
venile delinquency, rate of crime and 
urban problems. 

'What they are hying to do is build 
up a new China, which takes advantage 
of modern science and technology, with
out the disadvantages that usually fol
low, at least ·in the experience of the 
'Vest or those non-vVestern countries 
that have succeeded in modernizing, 
such as Japan. For one thing, they want 
to eliminate the discrepancy between 
urban and rural sectors of the country. 
They also want to avoid the creation, 
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with urbanization, of what they call 
"bourgeoisie." The objective is to have 
China developed into many communes 
which are basically self-sufficient cul
turally, economically, in political organi
zation, self-defense, etc. The commune 
also has strategic meaning: in the event 
of a holocaust, all won't perish because 
of the knocking out of a few major cen
ters. Each commune, of course, is to be 
connected with lines of communication, 
transportation and so on. The commune 
is a rejection of the \Vestern experience. 

The popular character of cultural de
velopment ought to be stressed. The 
Chinese are not unaware of past ac
complishments; what they are empha
sizing is that culture must represent the 
people. That's why they call theirs a 
people's republic; it's the people that 
count. The Chinese are saying they don't 
want a few privileged individuals in the 
areas of art, drama, literature-however 
brilliant the achievements. They believe 
in the wisdom of the common people. 
They want to make everybody literate 
and beyond that to acquire the rudi
ments of cultural life. 

A few years ago the Communists were 
keen about encouraging all kinds of peo
ple to write poetry. They published 
tens and thousands of poems by peas
ants, workers, semi-literates, housewives. 
From the point of view of the cultured 
person, if that was poetry, any commer
cial jingle is poetry. But the Chinese 
leadership is trying to remove from the 
minds of the common people-what they 
call the masses-this feeling of inferior
ity: that science is the work of the highly 
trained specialists and literature is the 
exclusive area for those who happen to 
have a good family background, access 
to books and higher education. So even 
in science now they emphasize the con
tributions and accomplishments of the 
common people-the skilled worker in
stead of a university-trained engineer. 
It's not that they have no use for the 
engineer; they tell themselves they need 
so many thousands more. But they are 
trying to remove the social gulf that's 
been separating the elite from the mass-
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es. This is what 1foo calls the mass line. 
If you follow the mass line, you're cor
rect. If you don't, you're politically rep
rehensible. 

It's a process of leveling off. The 
Cultural Revolution meant exactly that. 
They didn't want a new educated elite, 
however technically important or tech
nically competent. At the time the 
Cultural Revolution broke out, the Com
munists thought many students were 
beginning to show signs of selfishness, 
pursuing education in order to get social 
position and the enjoyment of the ma
terial things of life. They were very 
worried about that. So they discarded 
the whole system and started anew. 

vVhether the Communists can succeed 
in changing man I have serious doubts. 
But China, although it calls itself a 
Marxist-Leninist state based on dialecti
cal materialism, is idealistic. The Com
munists believe in the ability of man, 
once he has the will, to accomplish what
ever he sets out to do. 

And whatever the Chinese accom
plish-whether the Communists or the 
Nationalists-all Chinese take a certain 
sense of pride. It's been said that at the 
time of the nuclear explosion in China, 
even the Chinese on Taiwan felt pride 
and glee that we, on our own, had come 
up with this. Remember, there's the his
torical burden. The Chinese have been 
looked down upon wherever they went. 
At best, they were treated with con
tempt; at worst, kicked around as in
ferior specimens. So no matter where 
Chinese find themselves, they especially 
take pride in whatever the Chinese, as 
a group, manage to accomplish. 

·Many of the masses at whom tliese 
messages are diwcted still work in tra
ditional ways (right), as in irrigating 
these fields. 
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As the Chinese People's Republic cele
brates its twentieth birthday, Chinese 
Communist leaders can look back on a 
twisted path of progress. They began 
with great hopes, some now being 
achieved, some still struggling at the 
wayside. A brief survey of that path 
reveals some significant accomplish
ments, but also some critical setbacks. 

The twenty years can be divided into 
five distinct eras. First came a period of 
reconstruction, when the Communists 
had to remedy a classic case of inflation, 
restore an industry scourged by years of 
war, feed millions of refugees, and si
multaneously establish control over the 
population while seeking to win its 
loyalty. The Korean ·war, when propa
ganda could be concentrated on a 
threatening external enemy-the Amer
ican "imperialist aggressors"-was in
strumental in consolidating acceptance 
of the new leaders. 

H.econstruction was followed by what 

Dr. Harper is assistant professor of 
political science at Hofstra University. 
He has written for The China Quarter
ly and other publications. 
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the Communists called "socialist trans
formation." From 1953 to 1957, dur
ing the period of China's First Five-Year 
Plan, all but a minute fraction of her 
industry was brought under government 
control along with most commerce, 
agriculture was collectivized, and the 
Party extended its control to the lowest 
levels. New socio-political relations were 
established, with every individual of 
school age and above belonging to a 
small group which meets frequently for 
criticism and self-criticism, endeavoring 
to gradually instill new values and at
titudes. This second period was marked 
by rising optimism and steady progress 
under planned, orderly development; 
ideology was deemphasized and skills, 
professionalism and material incentives 
prevailed. 

Spuh1ik went up in October 1957. 
Mao Tse-tung inte11Jreted this as the 
crucial point when the balance of forces 
in the world shifted over to the Com
munists' side; optimism reached its peak 
in China. In 1958, throwing out conven
tional planning approaches, Mao called 
for a "Great Leap Forward." The Chi
nese people were exhorted to expend 

heroic efforts. H.ural areas set up "back
yard furnaces" to manufacture iron and 
steel. Millions were mobilized to work 
on irrigation, road building and reclama
tion crash projects. Since professionals 
and their skills were being deprecated 
and because Mao and the Party had 
always looked suspiciously on bureau
crats, the over-stocked bureaucracy was 
reduced to a core, the rest being sent 
down to work on production lines in the 
new factories or to relieve the labor 
shortage in the countryside. And the 
People's Communes were established, 
with their communal messhalls and dor
mito1y living-which lasted in most 
places only a few months. 

1958 was easily China's most produc
tive year. But the Great Leap nurtured 
within itself the seeds of three hard 
years, 1959-61. The heady enthusiasm 
of "moving into communism" and the 
pressures from above caused wildly 
exaggerated reports to be sent to the 
top. vVith no statisticians or experts left 
to evaluate them (They were in the 
fields), plans and quotas for 1959 based 
on the exaggerations were impossible to 
attain. The pressures grew; so did tb: 
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exhaustion and confusion of the workers 
and peasants. \Vhat began as an as
tounding advance degenerated into eco
nomic chaos at an increasing speed in 
1960; by the winter of 1960-61, millions 
of peasants were in a state of insurrec
tion and the army had to be used to 
restore order. While the leaders placed 
the blame on natural disasters-near
record droughts and floods which did 
play havoc with crops-and occasionally 
on the lower level functionaries who 
"failed to implement properly" the lead
ership's directives, at least equal blame 
can be placed at the feet of the leaders, 
especially Mao, who insisted on over
working everyone in China from 1958 
to 1960. 

The fourth era, one of quiet recoveiy 
from 1962 to 1965, was dominated by 
professionals and bureaucrats. By 1965, 
production had once again reached 1957 
levels. But there were at least 100 million 
more people to feed, clothe and supply 
with the same production as in 1957. 

China has been caught in the throes 
of the Cultural Revolution, the present 
era, since 1966. We have witnessed in 
recent years the Chinese Communist 
Party organization being purposely de-
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strayed by part of its leadership, almost 
a complete breakdown of order in the 
cities, a three-year moratorium on mean
ingful schooling for most students and 
finally, for the first time in history, the 
army rather than the Party ·running a 
Communist country. But while Mao's 
Red Guards tore down the governmental 
apparatus, battled with workers and dis
rupted indush·y, one lesson had been 
learned from the Great Leap: the funda
mental rhythm of peasant life and food 
production has been little touched by 
the Cultural Revolution. 

China's 650 million peasants, the vast 
majority of her people, are perhaps the 
ones most affected by Communist rule. 
The Communists brought peace and or
der to a countryside ravaged by war
lords, bandits and wars since the nine
teenth century. The exploitation of the 
peasantry by rapacious landlords and 
money-lenders, backed by the traditional 
governments, halted abruptly after 1949. 
The effect of widespread periodic fam
ines from natural disasters has been 
mostly alleviated. But the agricultural 
policy of the Chinese Communists has 
also had its dark moments. 

The stated goal of the Party has al-

ways been collectivized farming. How
ever, learning from the traumatic USSR 
experience, the Chinese proceeded in 
stages, rather than all at once. The 
first stage was Land Refonn during re
construction, when the ancient Chinese 
philosophy of "Land to the Tiller" was 
finally carried out. This was also the 
time when many Chinese were killed, 
as Communist cadres incited the peasant 
masses to tum on the landlords physical
ly. Thus was the power of the new 
regime graphically demonstrated. The 
redistribution of land, from which it 
is estimated sixty percent of the farmers 
benefited, was of immense psychological 
value in winning the peasants' sup
port. 

Then Mutual Aid Teams were set 
up, wherein neighbors pooled tools, 
draft animals and labor at peak seasons. 
These gave way to cooperatives, in 
which tools and animals were commonly 
owned but land remained privately 
owned, with profits on the basis of con
tributions. By the mid-1950's, coopera
tives began to embrace the whole village 
and pressure was applied for all to join. 
Resistance arose at this point, with crops 
and livestock being destroyed. But 
there was nothing similar to the resis
tance and slaughter of the Kulaks in 
Russia when collectivization occurred. 
\Vith the establishment of the communes 
in 1958, all rural private property disap
peared other than the home and person
al possessions. 

The economic collapse following the 
Great Leap caused the leadership to 
shift fundamental priorities. Building 
China's industry had been the core 
around which all economic policy was 
formulated until 1960. The crisis at that 
time, however, forced the leaders to 
import grain from Canada and Australia, 
and to reorient planning around agricul
ture as "the foundation of the economy." 
Peasants were pennitted to farm small 
plots for their own use and raise live
stock at home. This situation continued 
to the present, ·with all land still collec
tively owned, but the peasants able to 
dispose of their own livestock and "pri
vate plot" produce on the open market. 
The political question has concerned 
how much fertilizer and feed shall the 
peasants invest in their own plots and 
livestock, and how much time away 
from the collective farming. 

Rural social structure was similarly 
transformed piecemeal. The power of 
clan leaders always rested on control of 
clan-owned lands, which were confis
cated and redistributed in the Land Re
form. Lands owned by religious bodies 
were also confiscated, as were religious 
buildings except for the ancestral clan 
halls. The last vestiges of the old socio-
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political structure \\"Crc swept away in 
the Great Leap, when clan halls were 
commandeered by the communes, 
graves were plowed over, and the geo
graphical scope of the communes went 
beyond the old social horizons of the 
peasants, the half dozen or so villages 
constituting a marketing area. New 
leaders appeared with the Party's ex
panded recruitment of poor peasants 
for leadership roles in the countryside, 
displacing the clan elders. 

Traditional folk religion has been sup
planted to a remarkable extent by the 
symbols of communism, Chinese style. 
The old kitchen gods arc mostly gone, 
replaced by mass-produced busts of ~fao 
and pictures of Communist heroes. 

For most of China's peasants, life has 
been better since 1949. Except for the 
three bad years, the level of consump
tion has generally been above that of 
before, simply because the majority of 
Chinese peasants lived right at the 
subsistence line in the old days, con
stantly subject to the whims of nature 
and landlord. The return of order to 
the countryside, the reclamation of land 
and dissemination of new techniques 
to raise yields, and a more equitable 
distribution has ensured all a slowly 
rising level of living in the rural areas, 
as well as in the cities. By collectivizing 
in several stages, albeit rapidly, the 
Chinese Communists were able to over
come the peasant's attachment to his 
own land in a comparatively bloodless 
and effective fashion, while replacing 
old rural leaders with ones from the 
lower strata committed to the new 
regime. China has not relied on the 
use of widespread arbitrary terror to 
secure compliance, as in Stalinist Russia, 
but on social pressures and propagan
da-backed by the unspoken and little 
used threat of force after the early 
years. 

For most of China's urban dwellers, 
life has also improved since 1949. Again, 
this can be attributed partly to the 
restoration of peace and order. But the 
Communists' early emphasis on building 
industry absorbed many of the urban 
poor and unemployed. Expanding in
dustrial production and socialist doc
trines enabled the workers to take on 
some of the attributes of an elite class. 
In terms of wages, housing, pensions, 
medical care and insurance, and, there
fore, in terms of status, industrial work
ers have been near the top of the heap 
in Communist China. The trade unions 
have at times fought strenuously for 
workers' welfare. 

China received critical aid from the 
USSR in planning, implementing and 
financing the First Plan. But the Plan's 
concentration on modem industrial 
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plants was e\·entually seen as unrealistic 
in view of the abundance of cheap labor. 
" ' ith the Great Leap came a wide 
dispersal of industry and a new policy 
of "walking on two legs": simultaneously 
pushing indigenous, small-scale industry 
along with large, modem plants. As in 
any developing nation, attention has 
focussed on capital construction, with 
consumer goods secondary. When all 
Russian aid and advisors were with
drawn in 1960 as the Sino-Soviet dispute 
grew hot, the existence of this native 
industry helped lighten the blow to 
Chinese industrialization. 

Industrial growth was rapid until 
1958. But the disorders of the Great 
Leap Forward, the strained recovery, 
and the recent upheaval of the Cultural 
Revolution all slowed this growth con
siderably. The picture of industrial 
growth over twenty years is thus not 
particularly impressive, especially in 
view of the population growth from 
an official 583 million in 1953 to an 
estimated 800 million today. And the 
necessary short-run concentration on 
basic industry at the expense of con
sumer goods hardly helps to meet the 
demands of rising expectations. How
ever, numerous or ostentatious posses
sions are not desirable in China, since 
they mark one as politically antisocialist 
and invite denunciation in the periodic 
mass movements. Therefore, consumer 
goods production has been essentially 
for the masses, not elites, and the fairly 
equitable distribution helps ameliorate 
the strains of uneven growth. 

If the vast majority of workers and 
peasants have materially benefited un
der Communist rule, the relatively small 
bourgeoisie has not. There are still a 
few showcase millionaires, but much 
of the old middle-c:lass now works as 
managers or technical experts. Their 
skills are needed and they are com
paratively well off, but they are an ob
vious target in political crises. 

Simply nothing good can be said of 
the development of Chinese culture un
der communism. Socialist realism, the 
subordination of literature and art to 
the political ends of the regime, has 
been as unattractive in China as in 
any other Communist country. A 
minority of the intelligentsia have fought 
back with satire, but most have acqui
esced or remained silent. In 1957, declar
ing: "Let a hundred flowers bloom," 
Mao opened the gates to criticism of 
government activity. Expecting specific 
and helpful criticisms of bureaucracy, 
Mao was overwhelmed for one month 
with unrestrained attacks by tlie intellec
tuals on the Communist Party's monop
oly of power. The gates slammed shut, 
purges abounded, and intellectuals have 

since been submissive. 
Education, on the other hand, ad

vanced apace until 1966. Prior to 1949, 
education was distinctly for the minority. 
Since then, spaces in the conventional 
schools have increased manyfold, sup
plemented by extensive adult education 
and work-study or farm-study schools. 
Education was early recognized as the 
ultimate foundation on which modern
ization would be based and never in 
history has an assault on educational 
backwardness been mounted on such a 
massive scale so quickly. Not all the 
experiments were successful. And cur
ricula sacrificed social sciences and 
humanities to the natural sciences and 
political study. Still, education-tradi
tionally far more prized in China than 
in, say, the U.S.- was at last reaching 
the masses to lay the basis for future 
advances. Then came the Cultural Rev
olution and all schools-all schools
closed after June 1966. Those which 
have reopened study chiefly the thought 
of Mao. 

It is perhaps this three year hiatus 
in education and its inevitable aftermath 
which will in the long run be the most 
drastic legacy of the Cultural Revolu
tion. The end effect will be the slowing 
down of China's development for much 
more than three years. In light of China's 
general poverty and considering that 
there may well be one billion Chinese 
pressing on all resources long before the 
tum of the century, the road to pros
perity and modernity looks long and 
hard. The Cultural Revolution occurred 
because, while everyone in China wants 
a prosperous modern China, the Maoists 
insist it must be a revolutionary pros
perous modern China. Mao had watched 
the pristine revolutionary fervor of the 
guerrilla years die slowly after 1949, 
while the Party and nation became more 
and more like the abhorred Soviet sys
tem, well on the way to capitalism in 
Maoist eyes. The Chinese bureaucracy 
became increasingly s t a g n a n t , pro
fessionalism and skills were paramount, 
and the gap between leaders and masses 
appeared to be widening. 

If, through the cataclysm of the Cul
tural Revolution, Mao has been able to 
ensure that the aging Communist leaders 
will be foilowed by truly revolutionary 
successors, the sacrifice of several years 
on that long road to a modern China 
will be justified in his eyes. No one can 
yet know whether he has succeeded. 
Power in China at the moment is a ten
tative and elusive thing, ready to adjust 
as events unfold. After twenty years, 
Communist China stands at a cross
roads: professionalism or revolutionism. 
The dust of the Cultural Revolution still 
obscures which path she will follmv. 
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Two questions about China commonly 
asked in '~'estern countries are these: 
"Is Mao Tse-tung the God of China?" 
and "Is the Red Book the Chinese 
Bible?" 

Many people combine these questions 
and answer in the affirmative. Reports 
from China frequently emphasize the 
fantastic devotion of the people to Mao 
Tse-tung, the Chairman of the Chinese 
Communist Party, and his writings 
which are widely disseminated in the 
small volume, the Quotations. 

Recently I discovered a particularly 
interesting example of aligning Mao Tse
tung with God in an Australian national 
newspaper's religious column. Although 
it is obviously a clever caricature it 
nevertheless serves as an illustration of 
the parallels that many people now make. 

Mr. Teague was the leader of a fifty
seven member student tour group from 
Australia that visited China in 1968. 
He is currently a doctoral candidate 
at England's Cambridge University. 
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"Chinese evangelist :Mao Tse-tung 
claims to have won more than 700 
million converts without leaving China. 
He has achieved this amazing success 
in a continuous series of crusades over 
the past 19 years, together with intensive 
follow-up campaigns. Despite his mas
tery of mass conversion techniques, Mao 
is basically self-effacing-he allows only 
one portrait of himself to appear in each 
copy of the Chinese Bible, the Red Book. 
Mao dislikes the institutional church, 
favoring instead huge evangelistic 
street rallies at which his Red Guard 
hot gospellers whip the worshippers to 
a frenzy. Mao and his followers deplore 
an insidious 'God is Dead' cult that is 
spreading through the provinces. After 
all, they know that he is still alive and 
well in Peking." 

It is true that l\fao has been elevated 
in Chinese eyes to the status of a gocl
figure and that his writings are exclu
sively regarded by the Chinese as the 
Truth, being their guide in all matters, 
whether they be social, political, phil-

osophical or cultural. But in some sig
nificant aspects it is misleading to call 
Mao the god of the Chinese people and 
to think that the book Quotations from 
Chairman Mao Tse-tung is by content 
or by use anything like the Bible. 

During our travels in China in January 
and February 1968, there was a contin
ual diet of Mao Tse-tung every day 
and in every place; almost eve1y action 
was supposed to be an application of 
Mao Tse-tung's thought. It was obvious 
that many of the people of China deeply 
loved Chairman Mao and it was possible 
to imagine 700 million people awake 
and asleep thinking of Mao Tse-tung con
tinuously. I tra veiled, early in 1968, 
to Peking, Shanghai, Canton, \Vuhan, 
Changsha, Tsinan, and to communes 
in the countryside. In these areas I 
visited exhibitions, factories and workers' 
homes; met with cadres, politicians and 
propagandists; inspected palaces, halls, 
harbors and mmy banacks; lived with 
students at universities and attended 

(co11tin11ed on page 22) 
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Many foreign visitors to China get their first 
impressions on the train from Hong Kong to 
Canton. When they cross the border (left, 
top), they arc greeted by waitresses in the 
train station (bottom). These waitresses, 
identified as "Mao Tsc-tung's Thought Propa
ganda Team," have worked out a series of 
songs, dances, skits, and readings from the 
ubiquitous "Thoughts of Mao Tse-tung." On 
the air-conditioned train itself, the attendants 
carry on the evangelical campaign (center 
left, top) and passengers arc encouraged to 
join them. A foreign actor (extreme left, top) 
gives an impromptu rendition of "The East 
Is Red," accompanied by a train attendant. 
Another attendant reads to a Dutch business
man (extreme left, bottom) from the little 
red book of Mao's Thoughts. Each session ends 
with a chant of "Chairman Mao [may he live] 
ten thousand years." Another such session is 
held upon arrival at the Canton station. 
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kindngarlcns, a school and a lcachers' 
college. We lived in villages with the 
peasants on the communes, and in all 
places we wandered among the people 
in the shops and streets. In every place 
ancl on every occasion :Mao was ven
erated in almost every conceivable way. 

Unanimously the Chinese repeat that 
Mao is "the red, reel sun in our hearts" 
and everywhere banners proclaim him 
"our great teacher, great leader, great 
supreme commander and great helms
man." At dozens of receptions song and 
dance groups perfonned "\Ve love 
Chairman Mao," "Long, long life to 
Chairman l'viao," "Our parents are clear 
but Chairman l\fao is dearer" and the 
crowds in the streets welcomed us with 
friendly smiles and the chant "Chair
man-Mao-Long-Life, Chairman-Mao
Long-Life, . . ." His works, besides 
technical textbooks, are the only books 
available. Despite our insistent prod
clings in literally thousands of conversa
tions and questions we were not able 
to elicit one criticism of anything that 
Mao had written or clone. I was pre
sented thirty-three different Mao badges 
and heard on an average nine public quo
tations from the Red Book each day. 
By over a dozen incidents of accusation 
and trial against individuals in our Aus
tralian group we learned that criminal 
offences are summarized as "a thought 
or action that is contrary to Mao's 
thought." 

I saw eleven churches in China. All 
of them were shut or in ruins, full 
of junk or converted to other purposes. 
There is no public meeting or worship 
by Christians in China or, for that mat
ter, by any religious group, it seems. 
Maoism swallows minorities. Maoism is 
a total concept. 

But if Mao is described as "the god 
of China" then clearly this "god" is very 
different from the God of the Christians. 
From the very nature of the Chinese 
people's regard for Mao it is confusing 
to say that Mao is their "god." Mao 
is more a hero-statesman, a philosopher
king, a Chinese Emperor, an "infallible" 
leader. Anna Louise Strong, an Ameri
can who lives in China, knows Mao 
Tse-tung very well and is aware of the 
people's regard for him, told me her 
opinion on this question. "The most ac
curate title for Chairman Mao is 11elms
man.' The people are so devoted to Mao 
that they have many titles but I think 
'helmsman' best summarizes them all 
and at the same time this is how Mao 
Tse-tung sees himself." Mao is the 
prophet not the Lord, the teacher not 
the Teaching, the pope not the God. 
The Chinese have always been areli
gious; over so many dynasties the Chi
nese have been philosophers and social 
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organizers rather than priests and reli
gious clcvolees. For example, the teach
ings of Confucius constitute ethical 
and philosophical maxims of a quite 
arcligious nature. Even Buddhism is 
non theistic. 

Communism is areligious. Given this 
context for Chinese thought it is mislead
ing to say that the Chinese regard Mao 
as "god" in a Christian or a Hindu 
sense. The Chinese do not perceive the 
Chainnan as a reincarnation, as im
mortal or supernatural; he is not for 
them Creator of the world or its end
point. And, although the people of 
China, waking and sleeping, think of 
Mao and refer to his thought for inspira
tion and guidance, they do not pray 
to him in any religious sense. There 
is a very apparent lack of superstition 
in their regard for him. Mao is a hard
working mortal man, a great politician, 
a national hero. To the Chinese he 
represents the enormous social achieve
ments and the regained self-respect and 
independence of the Chinese people. 
He is the symbol of the revolution which 
he served as paramount leader. In China 
Mao has the status of an infallible 
political hero and thinker. There is, of 
course, no suggestion that he will 
achieve physical immortality. 

Moreover, Mao Tse-tung himself reck
ons that he is not the God of China. 
He teaches that the people are God 
and everyone must serve the people. 
Of course, this is orthodox Marxism
Leninism and there is no doubt that 
the concept of "the people" is basic 
to all Chinese Communist theory and 
practice. The state, it is claimed, is a 
"proletarian dictatorship" where the ar
biter of truth, the justifier of correct 
practice, the end of all activities and 
the source of power for all achievements 
is the people themselves, the 700 million 
workers and peasants, cadres and army 
members. Mao himself declares, "Our 
God is none other than the masses of 
the Chinese people" (Red Book, p. 202). 
Mao states that experience has taught 
that "the right task, policy and style 
of work invariably confonn with the 
demands of the masses at a given time 
and place" (Red Book, p. 123). The 
only essential question is "\Vhat do the 

people need and want?" Mao says, 
"Every word, every act and every policy 
must conform to the people's interest." 
In China the people themselves have 
been deified. 

The differences between the Red Book 
and the Bible are legion. The two have 
different perspectives, and different 
types of claims. Moreover, there are dif
ferences in the way the books are used 
and in what they symbolize. The Red 
Book consists of 429 paragraphs quoted 
from Mao's writings between 1926 and 
1964. Although it contains several ideo
logical and cultural sections, it basically 
is a book about political methods, mili
tary tactics and social development. In 
the sense that it defines the Maoist sys
tem of belief and is studied universally 
by the Chinese, the Red Book bears 
comparison with the Christian scriptures. 
However, for any serious examination 
it is misleading to align the two books · 
or to consider them comparable alterna
tives. They are quite different kinds of 
writing with different kinds of subject 
matter reflecting a great cultural gulf in 
their vocabularies and ideas. 

The Red Book is designed to fill the 
vacuum in the minds of China's 700 
million people who, as Mao writes, have 
"the outstanding characteristic of being 
poor and blank" (Red Book, p. 36), 
and to propagandize the world's peoples. 
The Red Book is primarily political 
dogma. 

Most of Mao's writings make 
profitable reading and their frequent 
good sense seems particularly practical 
in the face of many Chinese problems. 
Christians would, at the same time, see 
some ideological perspectives and meth
ods which are inadequate or disturbin~, 
arrogant or pernicious. An assessment of 
Maoist philosophy is a most complex 
matter and it would be wrong to dismiss 
it with a superficial judgment. Any sim
plistic dismissal of this man or of his 
thought would constitute a failure to 
recognize either his conspicuous political 
successes or the serious inadequacies of 
a man-made political system subject to 
no transcendent judgment and locking a 
quarter of mankind into an ideological 
mold. 

"Mao is the prophet not the Lord, the teacher not the Teach
ing, the pope not the God." 
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by r. bruce douglass 

RELATIONS 
SINO-AMERICAN 

THE IN 
NEW MOMENT 

Mr. Douglass served for three years as 
Secretary of the Political Commission of 
the World Student Christian Federation 
and has traveled in East and Southeast 
Asia. The editor of Reflections on Protest, 
he is the coeditor of a book on Chinese 
politics to published in 1970. 

"I. can't bear the thought of being hated 
by 700 million Chinese all at once." 

From EVENING STANDARD, London 

OCTOBER 1969 

For almost two decades the policy of the United States Gov
ernment towards the People's Republic of China has been a 
war policy. \Ve have not always been shooting at the Chinese 
during this period, but we have made it clear that we stand 
ready to do so and expect the worst from them. 

It has not always been this way, and there are reasons to 
believe that it might have been otherwise during the Fifties and 
Sixties if it had not been for the Korean \~'ar. In those critical 
months between the founding of the People's Republic in 1949 
and the outbreak of the Korean hostilities, both Peking and 
Washington edged towards vormalization of relations. It was 
widely thought in WashingtOn that it was only a matter of time 
until Peking's ambassador would arrive. \Vhatever Chiang Kai
shek's Nationalist regime had meant in the past, there was no 
definite commitment to support it in the future. The new Chi
nese leadership were clearly Communists, "leaning to one side," 
as Mao put it, in the Cold War, but they did not rule out the 
possibility of peaceful relations with the United States. But then 
came Korea. The Seventh Fleet took up its position in the For
mosan Straits, and the American campaign to isolate the new 
Chinese Republic was on. (The term "isolation" is in fact an 
understatement of the policy objective, which was, by Sec
retary of State Dulles' admission, to seek the internal collapse 
of the People's Republic.) 

Today in mid-1969, there are signs that the period initiated 
by the Truman Administration's "neutralization" of Formosa 
may be coming to an end. Changes that have been taking 
place in China, East and South-East Asia, and the United 
States in the last couple of years have created a new situation, 
and the pressures for a new China policy are mounting. The 
chances are at least fifty/fifty that some sort of new China 
policy will emerge during the Nixon Presidency. 

Clearly the most important single factor in the China policy 
equation today is the mood which the Vietnam War has 
created in American politics. As these words are written, 
Mr. Nixon is returning from his Asian junket, where he made 
clear his intention to "lower the profile" of the American 
presence in that part of the world. Behind the slogan lies his 
indication that Washington will not think enthusiastically about 
sending American soldiers to fight in Asian wars in the future 
and his refusal to make substantial aid commitments. As the 
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President returned to the \Vhite House, President whose anti-Communism is be- ington was for discussion of the princi
Secretary of State Hogcrs was reiterating yond question; most of the principal pies of peaceful co-existence. 
at one stop after another Washington's allies of Chiang Kai-shek in the Senate The signs of the times are not unam
dcsire for new discussions with Peking, have died or retired; and the new Secre- biguous, of course. Not only did Peking 
and before the trip the Nixon Administra- tary of State, with his limited experience eventually shut the door in Warsaw, 
tion made a point of dropping a few of in foreign affairs , appears to be the least but the Nixon Administration is saying 
the restrictions on American trade and ideological and most pragmatic holder and doing contradictory things in its 
b·avel with China. The President char- of that office in years. We have develop- rearrangement of American foreign pol-
actcrizcd his trip as a "peace" mission, ing, moreover, in the Senate a formidable icy. The President also talked about 
making clear his desire for new co-opera- coalition of advocates of change-men "standing proudly with Thailand against 
tion with Communist governments. All of like Fulbright and Javits and McCarthy those who might threaten it from abroad 
this certainly reflects his reading of what and Kennedy and i'vicGovern. or within," and Senator Fulbright has 
is required of an American politician in Such advocates of change find their been claiming that Washington has 
the immediate post-Vietnam period. The way smoothed by the fact that consider- entered into secret agreements that 
country simply will not tolerate more of ation of the China issue in our public would commit substantial numbers of 
the "high" posture of the past decade. debate is much more inf01med and American troops to the support of the 
There is too much to be done at home much less reflexive than it used to be. Thai Government in the event of attack. 
and waning confidence in our capability Through such forums as the Senate This is a country that many observers 
to do abroad what we have been claiming Foreign Helations Committee Hearings have considered the most likely "next 
to do. on China in 1966 and the writings of Vietnam." The ABM deployment could 

Other factors flgure in the equation as influential figures like Fulbright, Mc- well be considered by Peking as a provo
well. The China threat docs not loom Carthy, the Kenneclys, Edwin Reis- cation, especially since much of the 
nearly as large as it once did. The chauer, we have passed through a good propaganda for deployment has carried 
Cultural Revolution has drawn China deal of public education on China in the distinct anti-Chinese overtones. Both the 
inward and turned the counby upside last few years, and the liberal position President and the Secretary of State have 
down. A nation in this state is not likely has clearly predominated in much of this. indicated on a number of occasions, 
to go waning on its neighbors. More- Its ascent has been such that it has moreover, that this Administration will 
over, the studied refusal of the Chinese almost become a part of the "conven- continue to oppose the admission of 
to respond to the Vietnam provocation tional wisdom" of our public life. As Peking to the UN. 
(the bombing of North Vietnam has short a time ago as the early Sixties it So there is no assurance that we will 
been to China what the bombimg of was a fairly courageous act to advocate have a new China policy in the course 
Mexico by a hostile power would be to a UN seat for Peking (the National of the present Administration. Every 
this country) has made the argument for Council of Churches World Order Con- American President since Eisenhower has 
Chinese caution in militmy affairs more Ference in 1962 was severely attacked for paid lip service to the achievement of 
and more plausible. Time and again taking this stand), but today this is a normalcy in Sino-American relations, but 
throughout this war, prophets of doom standard gesture in all but the most very little has been done to realize this 
of both hawk and clove varities have conservative circles. Even Time maga- goal. I remain convinced, however, that 
warned ominously that Chinese inter- zinc, which was founded by one of the even witlwut a firm commitment to 
vention and a Sino-American shooting leading flgures of the old China lobby, normalization in Peking the present op
war were imminent, yet the Chinese has come around to an espousal of "con- portunity is a bigger one than any which 
have refused to play out this role. The tainment without isolation" (June 6, has appeared in Sino-American relations 
notion of "yellow hordes" marching down 1969). since the Korean War, and that it is 
through South-East Asia, much less driv- Finally, there is the possibility that of such nature that it almost demands 
ing across the Pacific, seems less real Peking sees a new situation developing action. The achievement of even the most 
every day. and is ready for change. We cannot be minimal program of "posture lowering" 

Also, the politics of China policy have certain about this now. But it is signifi- in Asia requires that Washington take 
changed greatly in this counhy. One of cant that the Chinese Government made steps towards the bettering of its relations 
the principal reasons why there has been overtures to the Nixon Administration with Peking. The President certainly 
no real change in American China policy to renew the Ambassadorial-level talks must be aware of this. 

f 
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since the Korean War is that a powerful at Warsaw (and that the Nixon Admin- But how much of change is likely? 
coalition of pro Chiang Kai-shek forces istration moved promptly to make a That is the key question-and the un
in the Congress (mainly Republicans) positive response). The invitation was, of answerable one in mid-summer 1969. I 
blocked any initiatives for change. An- course, later withdrawn by Peking, so think it is almost inevitable that the 
other reason is that, with the exception we cannot know yet just how significant Nixon Administration will declare itself 
of Eisenhower, the occupants of the this new opening will be. But there are ready to realize parts of the liberal pro
White House during this period were reasons for believing that behind this gram. It will certainly continue to be 
liberals who were vulnerable to the gesture lies a desire in Peking to break ready to renew the Warsaw talks. If the 
charge of softness on Communism-a out of the self-imposed isolation of the Chinese co-operate in the least, it will 
charge to which Democrats have been past few years. \Vith a new situation probably lift more of the restrictions on 
sensitive ever since Joseph McCarthy's developing in Asian affairs, strife building trade and travel. Mr. Nixon's words at 
assault on the China issue. And another between the Soviet Union and China, his first press conference to the contrary 
reason is that the two principal Secre- and Moscow-vVashington detente pro- notwithstanding, there could be a grad
taries of State during this period-Dulles cceding apace, the flgures tha.t count in ual retreat from the position of active 
and Rusk-have both had deep personal the Peking Foreign Office just may feel opposition to a UN General Assembly 
antipathy towards any relaxation of our that it is high time to get back into the seat for Peking. There might even be 
hostility to Chinese Communism. The diplomatic stream of things. Interestingly, overtures towards the opening of consu
tables are turned today. We have a the proposal which it addressed to \Vash- lates eventually . 
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Theoretically, much, much more 
change could occur, but given the gen
eral caution with which this Administra
tion approaches politically volatile issues 
like this, what I have just outlined seems 
to be an absolute maximum for at least 
the first four years. Much less could nlso 
happen. '¥e could get no more thnn 
the absolute minimum: another install
ment of diplomatic talks without nny 
substantive change in policy. The V\lnr
snw talks dragged on, after all, for mnny 
years, with no tangible results. And this 
is not a policy stance which need be 
incompatible-in the public mind, at 
least-with Mr. Nixon's desire to "lower 
the posture" in Asia. That slogan could 
tum out to mean little more than a 
change in the style of our activities in 
East and South-East Asia. The substance 
could remain much the same, with '¥ash
ington falling back on the alibi that it is 
Peking which is inh·ansigent. 

Speculation about the fuh1re of our 
China policy is so difficult because of 
the indeterminacy of the impact of the 
Viehrnm war on the American political 
mood. There undeniably hns been an 
impact, but what does it amount to? 
It seems clear that it will be impolitic 
for an American President to advocate 
or initiate direct American troop involve
ment in Asian civil wars in the forseeable 
future. But do the effects of the war 
extend further? Does this revulsion carry 
through to a rejection of the larger 
policy stance we have maintained in that 
part of the world over the past two dec
ades? Has the political mood shifted to 
such an extent that it will now be possi
ble for an American politician to accept 
countries like the Philippines and Thai
land and Indonesia working out their 
political and economic problems in liai
son with Peking as well as (or even in
stead of) Washington? Has the situation 
changed to such an extent that we would 
not be nervous about a publicly acknowl
edged Chinese Communist presence in 
non-Communist Asia? These are impon
derables, as far as I can see. The signif
icance of this war for American politics 
is much less clear than, say, World vVar 
II for European colonial empires. '¥e 
shall not be able to say what this war 
has meant for our political life for at 
least another decade. My hunch is, how
ever, that the immediate meaning of the 
war can be confined to the revulsion 
against more war in Asia; that this is not 
related in any clear way to the larger 
questions of Asian policy, much less our 
policy in other areas; and that any larger 
meanings which are attached to this 
mood will result from the public debate 
in the aftermath of the war. Definition of 
those larger meanings could well turn 
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out to be one of the major themes of the 
public debate in the early Seventies. 

For the long-te1m future of our China 
policy the main question is whether or 
not the meaning of Vietnam will be de
fined in such manner that the contain
ment of China (particularly the military 
aspects) can be criticized and eliminated 
-or at least greatly revised. A great den] 
cnn be done to improve Sino-American 
relations without ever confronting the 
problem of containment: on this much 
the ndvocntes of "containment without 
isolation" are correct. If the bilateral 
talks are approached in the right mood, 
and Peking comes to the conclusion that 
good faith has finally emerged in Wash
ington (which it doubted when the talks 
broke off), I doubt that they will demand 
all or nothing. There will be room for 
negotiation on such things as the prin
ciples of peaceful co-existence, trade 
and travel relations, exchange of consul
ates, etc. But if there should be progress 
on such issues as these, the discussions 
will eventually turn to the bigger issues, 
and we shall learn that from Peking's 
point of view the real bone of conten
tion is not isolation but containment. 

To be more specific: again and again 
the statements on Sino-American rela
tions appearing in the Chinese press 
indicate that the real problems are the 
threat to Chinese security posed by the 
over one million U.S. servicemen sta
tioned around China's borders and the 
intervention in the Chinese civil war 
represented by America's defense of the 
Nationalists on F01mosa. I have no space 
here to deal with these difficult questions 
in the depth they deserve, and it would 
be talking in the air to outline detailed 
proposals at this stage. These are matters 
which under ideal conditions would re
quire the whole of the next decade to 
handle satisfactorily. It suffices to say 
this much: a durable Sino-American 
peace will require drastic reduction of 
the apparatus of military containment of 
China, adoption of the principle that 
Asian security must be in the first in
stance the concern and responsibility of 
Asian governments, and the termination 
of an American militaiy presence on 
Fo1mosa. Does this mean a total Ameri
can pull-out from Asia? No. It means 
instead an American presence in Asia in 
primarily non-military forms. Does it 
mean abandonment of Formosa to a 
take-over by Peking? No. I think the 
Chinese Communists are wise enough to 
exclude any direct intervention from the 
mainland for the foreseeable future, 
Seventh Fleet or no Seventh Fleet. For a 
while they probably would be content 
to see that island related economically 
to the capitalist world, and there . could 

well be at some distant date an accom
modation between Peking and Taipei 
along lines that cannot be foreseen in 
1969. Peking knows quite well what it 
means to allow one's adversary to lose 
with "face." 

In all of this, the other great unknown 
is of course Peking's response to Ameri
can initiatives. Only the superficial ob
server in this country, cut off as it has 
been from direct contact with Chinese 
Communists for so long, can assert con
fidently what opinions will prevail in the 
policy councils of the People's Republic 
-especially after the death of Chairman 
Mao. But at the same time I think it 
must be said that the inscrutability and 
unpredictability of the Chinese has been 
greatly over-emphasized. This has be
come the lazy man's way of avoiding 
serious reflection. As Professor Reis
chauer commented recently, this is a 
blatantly racist notion. We once said it 
about the Japanese, yet today we have 
learned to think of the government in 
Tokyo as quite comprehensible and pre
dictable. Communism makes a difference, 
but not that much. By studying what 
Peking says we can learn a great deal 
about what it wants. It has made no 
secret of its concerns for the future of 
Asia, and I think we can rely upon those 
intentions. We can also rely upon the 
fact that the Chinese are not uncompro
misingly hostile towards the American 
people or their government. The notion 
of implacable hostility is a myth. What 
is implacable is their hostility towards 
those who would tamper with China's 
security. If one studies the record of 
Sino-American relations since, say, 1945, 
one finds that the Chinese Communists 
have made shifts in their policies towards 
Washington, and that many of those 
shifts reflect a desire for accommodation. 
They certainly have a grossly inadequate 
view of the nature of American society 
and have frequently made errors that 
exacerbated the tensions between the two 
countries. But they have also looked
and not infrequently-for occasions to 
make a fresh start. 

I have no doubt that the sources of 
the conflict between the United States 
and the People's Republic go even deeper 
than containment and Formosa. Two dy
namic but very different civilizations 
collide in the encounter between these 
two nations, and each finds it difficult 
to live with the other because of its 
pride and evangelical zeal. Probably 
only in the time of our grandchildren 
will enough mutual assimilation have 
taken place for them to adjust fully to 
one another. In the meantime, we had 
better seize our opportunities for peace 
when they are given to us. 
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HOW 
CHINA 
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by james c. hsiung 
Dr. Hsiung is chairman of the 
East Asian Studies Program at 
New York University. 
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What was Confucian China's attitude 
toward foreign states? 

Because of past history in which 
China never had much contact with the 
outside world-her only contacts were 
with people of lesser civilization-the 
Chinese came to a very strong, deep
seated sense of superiority. So when the 
\Vestemers came during the nineteenth 
century, the Chinese thought they were 
meeting with but another group of bar
barians. Tirny resisted requests for trade 
and contact with the vVestem powers in 
the beginning. Later they were defeated 
in a number of wars by the \Vestern 
powers. They found it impossible to 
maintain contact with the \Vest on an 
equal footing. It was the reverse situa
tion. 

By 1912, when the Manchu empire 
crumbled and the so-called Republic 
emerged, there was really a period of 
chaos. China was divided between 
different warlord factions until the Na
tionalist government came into being 
in 1928. After 1928 the Nationalist 
government attempted to modernize 
China and to see China as one of many 
nation states in a world community, 
rather than one that was superior. 

\Vhat does China regard as her legi
timate sphere of influence? 

OCTOBER 1969 

Traditionally the Chinese concept of 
the Chinese empire extended to today's 
Indochina, Bmma and Mongolia. Burma 
was part of the Chinese empire until 
it was annexed by England under a 
treaty during the nineteenth century. 
Mongolia was under Chinese suzerainty 
until it was recognized as an inde
pendent state in 1945 as the result of 
prior agreement reached at Yalta, which 
was not participated in by China. Dur
ing different periods of time today's 
Korea, Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia 
lived under Chinese influence and cer
tain parts of Indochina were under 
direct Chinese control. Chinese influence 
in TI1ailand was never very direct but 
still considerable. Chinese influence in 
Tibet was indirect but real and China 
always considered Tibet as being under 
Chinese suzerainty. 

Now I don't think the Chinese Com
munist leaders still consider Indochina 
or Burma part of China but they do 
consider Tibet to definitely be part of 
China. And they have raised serious 
claims that the Mongolia situation must 
be reviewed. This doesn't mean that 
they deny the fact that China in 1945 
under the Kuomintang government did 
recognize the independence of :tvion
golia. But they are insisting that China, 
Mongolia and Russia must come to some 

kind of new agreement. I don't b1ow 
whether they mean Mongolia should re
turn to China or what, but at least they 
have made the claims and they have 
repeatedly raised this problem. 

I don't think China considers Korea 
part of the Chinese empire anymore. 
But in view of the recent Sino-Soviet 
conflicts over the Ussuri boundary, I 
think we can safely say the Communist 
leaders in Peking today want the big 
tracts of land lost to Czarist Russia 
returned to China. 

Do you think war with Russia will 
be avoided? 

I think war can be avoided if some 
kind of a modus vivendi can be worked 
out. I don't think the Russians will go 
so far as to return the huge tracts of 
land-the maritime provinces and the 
regions east of the Ussuri River and 
north of the Heilungkiang (Amur) 
River. Tiie Chinese of course consider 
the treaties of 1850-60 under which the 
lands were turned over to the Russians 
to be unequal treaties, which they claim 
are not valid and must be renegotiated. 
So probably in the end, in the very, 
ve1y distant future, some redrawing of 
the boundary will have to be done if 
China and Russia will live in peace 
again. TI1is will have to be after :tvlao. 

China's view of foreigners rnns the 
gamut of hate and love. On the one 
lwnd, young children (left) arc tauglit 
songs of hate toward U.S. imperial
ists, tlw11gl1 they do not know wlwt 
imperialism might be. And the Ameri
can pilot is the bad guy in many 
Chinese plays (opposit e page, ext reme 
left). On the other hand, a billboard 
at a China Export Commodities Fair 
in Canton (opposite page, bottom 
center) claims China wants "peaceful 
coexistence" and "m11tual respect for 
national sovereignty." And a statue of 
the only foreigner highly regarded by 
the Chinese Cultural Revolutionaries, 
the late Canadian surgeon Dr. Norman 
Betl111ne (opposite page, bottom 
rigl1t) is even given a slightly Chinese 
cast of features. 
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It has been suggested by some people 
in this country that the U.S. must exploit 
the Soviet-Chinese dispute. But we need 
a balance of power between ourselves 
and the Soviets, between the Soviets 
and the Chinese, and the Chinese and 
the United States. I think ifs good we 
have the three-way tangle. If we realize 
the importance of a balance of power, 
perhaps we would be more willing to 
accept the fact that China will have 
to have a pince in world power politics. 
The sooner, the better. 

What is the chief barrier to improved 
U.S.-China relations? 

The main hitch in the relations be
tween Peking and Washington has been 
the Taiwan question. The Communist 
leaders want the U.S. to leave Taiwan, 
to withdraw its Beet and terminate its 
mutual defense treaty with Nationalist 
China. Of course the U.S. will not do 
that and cannot afford to do that. This 
has created a stalemate and has ob
stmcted the bilateral talks between the 
U.S. and Chinese Communist represen
tatives at \\Tarsaw which have been on 
and off for the past 14 years. Taiwan is 
still the issue standing in the way. 

Is an independent Taiwan realistic 
or even possible? 

I would like to address myself to 
this question as one who came from 
the mainland of China and stayed in 
Taiwan from 1949 to 1958, and also 
as a person who is watching both sides 
of the Taiwan strait in the current 
Chinese scene. An independent Formosa 
is not really desirable, not really realistic. 
It is true that many of the so-called 
Formosans are dissatisfied with the cur-

rent situation in Taiwan and the so
called Formosan Brotherhood l\fove
ment or Independent Fonnosa Move
ment shows the kind of frustration or 
dissatisfaction with the reality. I sym
pathize with their feelings. 

But this doesn't mean that the so
called Fonnosans do not realize they 
are Chinese; they have the same culture, 
they speak the same language. The so
called Fonnosans are simply descen
dants of the earlier settlers in Taiwan. 
And the so-called Mainlanders are sim
ply more recent settlers in Taiwan. 
So if we let our rationality make the 
decision for us, and not our emotions, 
I think Taiwan should belong to China. 
Then it's a matter of which government 
of China. But from the historical point 
of view, Formosa has been part of China 
except for 50 years of Japanese rule. 
Of course neither Taipei nor Peking 
will accept an independent Taiwan. 

'What is China's attitude toward the 
United Nations? 

Roughly from 1949 to 1954, China 
wanted to have its delegation accepted 
at the UN. From China's point of view 
it was never a matter of admission; 
it was a matter of regaining Chinese 
representation in the UN. But this did 
not succeed. China realized its interna
tional isolation was the reason it couldn't 
gain its seat in the UN, so it wanted 
to cultivate friendship with the Third 
Camp states, the Afro-Asian nations. At 
the Bandung Conference in 1955 Chou 
En-lai launched a peace offensive in 
an attempt to break that isolation. This 
didn't lead anywhere either. 

From 1959 on, because of the Sino
Soviet dispute and the Soviet-U.S. de-

China's "free 7iress" is what is known as a wall newspaper. Here, sclwolchildrerr. 
in Loyang read a Cl1inese verse lampooning a well-armed U.S. soldier wlw 
lias his nose in a book. On the right, U.S. Prt>sidents Tntman, Kennedy and 
Johnson hurl bombs at Korea, Cuba and Vietnam. 

tente, China's sense of isolation deep
ened. In 1963 the partial nuclear ban 
treaty was signed, and that was a sign 
to the Chinese, because in a way that 
treaty meant that Moscow went along 
with the U.S. in an attempt to stop 
China's nuclear program. China began 
to see the UN as dominated by a col
lusion between the Soviet Union and the 
United States. 

The Chinese have talked about an 
independent world organization outside 
the UN, but no action has ever been 
taken. Looking to the future, I don't 
think they have given up hope they will 
be seated at the UN, but for the moment 
it's politic not to talk about it. 

·wm China export revolution to the 
Third World? 

This is a very interesting question. 
I think it has been misunderstood in 
the V/est. I'm not trying to minimize 
the impact of the Chinese Communist 
theory of national liberation movements, 
but I do want to point out a very im
portant point that has often been missed. 
':\'e hear Mao's words quoted to the 
effect that we must "support world rev
olution," "political power grows out of 
the banel of a gun," and things of that 
nature. 

But what has not been fully appre
ciated is that Mao is saying this: "From 
our experience political power grows 
out of the bane! of a gun. And from 
our experience, the Chinese Communist 
revolution succeeded not because of 
foreign aid but because of our self
reliance, not because we were supported 
by any one center of international Com
munist revolution or international Com
munist movement, but because we cor
rectly applied Marxist-Leninist theory 
to the concrete situation in China. So 
if we did this, why can't you leaders 
of the revolutions elsewhere do the 
same?" 

In a way Lin Piao's famous speech 
of 1955, Long Live the Victory of the 
People's ·war, was offered as an exhorta
tion to the Vietnamese brethren, the 
Vietnamese Communist leaders, telling 
them: "You should rely on your own 
resources; don't count on us; don't think 
that we will intervene to help you bring 
your revolution to a successful end." 

Now this is nothing strange if we 
h'TIOW Chinese history. Mao, despite his 
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n~~ .. ·=·J/,i''"i'"'j"···· ••• ~l~~~n';oh~~;e~a~1:0t~;~~!~n~~ ~~0:£ 
.._../ {f:/ l ,·:.,.it leadership, which is to lead by ideology, 
~· /'.- '.~'1 j , · \ · 1. by giving a good example, by providing 
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I by Chen Lung-chu 

The Chinese began to migrate in 
substantial numbers to Formosa in the 
late fifteenth and early sixteenth cen
turies. During the seventeenth century, 
various foreign Powers, notably the Por
tuguese, Spaniards and the Dutch, as 
well as dissident Chinese forces, vied 
for control of the island. In 1683 the 
Ch'ing Dynasty formally annexed For
mosa and kept it under very loose con
trol for about two centuries. As a conse
quence of the Sino-Japanese war, For
mosa and the Pescadores were ceded 
to Japan by the Treaty of Shimonoseki 
in 1895, and remained to be its colony 
till the end of \Vorld vVar II. When 
Japan surrendered in 1945, Generalissi
mo Chiang Kai-shek was authorized by 
the Allied Command in the Pacific to 
occupy Formosa as an exercise of the 
right of belligerent occupation of the 
Allied Powers. In 1949 Chiang and his 
cohorts were driven out of the mainland 
and sought refuge in Formosa. When 
the Korean War broke out in June, 1950, 
President Truman proclaimed "the neu
tralization of F01mosa" by dispatching 
the U.S. Seventh Fleet in the Formosa 
Straits to prevent any attack on Fo1mosa 
and any military operations from For
mosa against mainland China. 

Though both Chinese Nationalists and 
Communists claim that Fmmosa is an 
integral part of China, a stronger case, 
as urged by Fo1mosans and some major 
powers, appears to be that the legal 

A native of Formosa, Dr. Chen is a 
research associate at Yale Law School. 
He is the co-author, with Harold D. 
Lasswell, of Formosa, China, and the 
United Nations. 
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SHOULD 
FORMOSA 

BE 

NDEPENDENT? 
status of Formosa has been undeter
mined after formal detachment from Ja
pan and that the principle of self-deter
mination should be applied to settle this. 
Formosa's uncertain status has continued 
as the world moves from crisis to crisis 
and the United Nations fails to find a 
proper solution regarding China's parti
cipation. Since the emergency arrange
ments that originated in military occu
pation are not yet normalized, the Na
tionalist regime continues to exercise 
control over Formosa. 

In the past years, the Nationalist re
gime has had every opportunity to ob
tain a popular mandate from the people 
of Formosa, if it so chooses. Thus far 
it has been neither willing nor able to 
obtain such a mandate. Indeed, it is an 
exile government without the consent of 
the governed. 

Under the political myth that "the 
Nationalist government remains the only 
legitimate government of China repre
senting all Chinese and Taiwan is only 
one of the 35 provinces of China," the 
constitutional structures and personnel 
prevailing on the mainland in 1949 have 
continued to operate in Formosa with
out change. 

The Republic of China, as it is styled, 
has under its effective control only For
mosa, with a population of 14 million, 
of which 12 million are Formosans (Tai
wanese) and 2 million are Mainlanders 
(mainland Chinese). The public will 
of these 14 million people has supposed
ly been reflected during the past two 
decades by the congressional represen
tatives elected 20 years ago by the elec
torate on the mainland. Under Nation
alist rule, the 85 per cent Formosan 

majority has less than one and one-half 
per cent representation in the top level 
decision-making process in Formosa. 

As might be anticipated, some spokes
men for the Formosans have demanded 
that the Formosans effectively partici
pate in political decision making at 
every level. These demands have time 
and again been dismissed by the Na
tionalist regime on the ground that the 
existing Constitutional situation, though 
indeed extraordinmy, is no more than 
tempora1y. Its position is that as soon 
as the Nationalist government "recovers" 
the lost territory on the mainland, there 
will at once be a nationwide election 
and Taiwan, of course, will be included. 
Hence, the regime argues further, the 
proper solution lies in marshalling every 
effort to achieve what is professed to 
be the common goal, "a return to the 
mainland." Meanwhile, the Formosans 
are told to be grateful that they are 
after all given voting rights to elect 
local officers and members of the "Pro
vincial Assembly" of Taiwan. ( Inciden
tally, although Taiwan is alleged to 
be a "Province" by the Nationalists, the 
people of Taiwan do not enjoy the right 
to elect their own Governor. The Gover
nor has been appointed, as a rule, from 
among top Nationalist generals by Presi
dent Chiang Kai-shek.) 

This "grand scheme" is both brash 
and subtle. If the veil of fiction is 
pierced, the obvious result is to perpet
uate the monopoly of power by the 
Nationalists. Incredible as it seems, to 
demand realistic and reasonable modi
fication of the obsolete Constitutional 
strnctures for the purpose of giving the 
Fonnosan people command of their own 
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affairs is to engage in "sedition" and 
"treason," crimes subject to court-martial 
and a maximum penalty of death. 

It is surprising that the denial of self
determination to the Formosan people 
has aroused little world concern. Pri
marily this can be explained by the 
efficiency with which the Nationalist 
regime has exploited its monopoly of 
diplomatic and communication channels, 
and the rigor with which any attempt 
by Formosans to make their grievances 
and aspirations known to the world has 
been suppressed. 

To many of Chiang Kai-shek's fol
lowers, Formosa under Nationalist rule 
is free and democratic. But it is no secret 
to any perceptive student of Formosan 
affairs that the Chinese Nationalist re
gime is notorious for its one-man dic
tatorship, family dynasty, and one-party 
rule. The mass massacre of Formosan 
leaders from all walks of life (more than 
10,000 according to conservative esti
mates) by the Nationalist occupation au
thorities in "the 228 uprising" of 1947 
has been followed by a systematic and 
totalitarian police control. Indeed, a for
mal state of emergency under martial 
law has been imposed on the Formosan 
people since 1949; thus, virtually all civil 
and political liberties are denied. 

Despite the seeming effectiveness of 
Nationalist police control, many dissatis
fied elements are developing. Formo
sans' indignation is most strikingly 
aroused during the military service, 
where discrimination against Formosans 
is most conspicuous. It is generally esti
mated that the Nationalist forces in For
mosa number around 600,000. Though 
to an overwhelming extent the officer 
corps is still composed of Mainlanders, 
Formosans account for more than 
80 per cent of the rank and file. Despite 
Chiang Kai-shek's unceasing agitation 
that invasion of the mainland is "immi
nent," the Formosans see only too clearly 
that Chiang's professed goal of mainland 
reconquest is a political hoax designed 
to perpetuate his monopoly of power. 
Deeply attached to their home island, 
Formosan soldiers will pay any price 
in the defense of Formosa and its peo
ple. But they want no part as stooges 
in a suicidal attempt to overthrow a 
regime that is in effective conh·ol of 
750 million people on the Chinese 
mainland. 

Hundreds of thousands of young men 
with adequate military training and ex
perience, cherishing a single-minded re
senhnent against the Chinese National
ists, will in due course prove to be a 

· valuable asset for Formosa's independ
ence and development. (The Nationalist 
regime has recently proposed to extend 
compulsory military service to female 
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citizens coming of age.) They will not 
move prematurely-they are preparing 
for the day that they can act decisively 
in concert with their fellow Formosans 
abroad. (According to a dispatch dated 
April 12, 1969 from Taipei by a corres
pondent for The New York Times, 
Taiwanese opposition to the Nationalist 
rule is "evident by the surveillance ex
ercised by the regime over all political 
and intellectual activity. The security 
police regularly arrest and imprison for 
protracted periods those who express op
position to mainlanders' rule and main
lander policies." 

Thousands of Formosan intellectuals 
studying or working abroad have made 
efforts to express Formosans' genuine 
grievances and aspirations to the world. 
Their efforts are symbolized by the 
evergrowing strengths of the organiza
tions dedicated to the cause of an 
independent Formosa through self
determination, including the United For
mosans in America for Independence, 
United Young Formosans for Indepen
dence (in Japan), Union for Formosa's 
Independence in Europe, and Commit
tee for Human Rights in Formosa (in 
Canada). Though the pro-Nationalist 
elements are still very active in the U.S., 
Formosans have begun to be heard. 

The world is changing rapidly, so 
is Formosa. A serious U.S. attempt to 
normalize relations with Communist 
China, a U.N. move in the direction 
of "two Chinas" or "one China, one 
Formosa," or the death of Chiang Kai
shek is likely to precipitate a major 
crisis in Fonnosa, driving the Na
tionalists to greater international isola
tion and internal insecurity, and acceler
ating Formosans' collective efforts for 
self-determination and independence. 

'Vhen and if the Nationalist regime 
could no longer effectively suppress a 
unified popular opposition, a new de
velopment is by no means out of the 
question. Desperate leaders, some of 
whom are near the top, and who 
have a long background of equivocal 
relations with the Communist world, 
may very well negotiate for assistance 
with Peking. Confronted with such a 
contingency-a sellout of Formosa by 
the Nationalists to Peking, the response 
of the Formosan people and the United 
States would be crucial. The possibility 
that the United States might be pres
sured-by the neo-isolationist element 
and the element anxious to seek a long 
overdue accommodation with Peking at 
any price-into inaction and total with
drawal from the Formosa area can
not be ruled out. But, given the deter
mined self-help of the Fonnosans them
selves, and given the many security 
interests the U.S. has acquired in East 

Asia and in the world and her national 
tradition in defense of human rights, 
it is most likely that the United States 
will continue the presence of her Sev
enth Fleet in the Formosa Straits so 
as to deter Peking's military action across 
the Straits and frustrate the Communist
Nationalist conspiracy, culminating in 
support for the Formosan people in their 
struggle for survival and the emergence 
of an independent Formosan state. 

As an independent state in law and 
fact, the leaders of the new Formosa 
will unequivocally renounce any claim 
over mainland China, thereby ceasing 
to offer dangerous and futile provoca
tions to mainland China. It is essential 
to world security that Formosa and 
mainland China be recognized as dis
tinct political entities both in name 
and fact. A continuing national interest 
of the U.S. is to strengthen Formosa 
as an integral link in the Western Pacific 
defense line, including Japan and the 
Philippines. The purpose is to contain 
Communist expansion, not to prepare 
a takeoff point for attacking the Chinese 
mainland. 

An indispensable task for the new 
leaders of Formosa will be to bring 
home to the nation that it is in the 
common interest of the two million 
Mainlanders and the 12 million For
mosans to live, work and cooperate with 
one another. A pre-condition for the reali
zation of such an ideal is to assure the 
mainlanders of effective and equal par
ticipation in the political process of the 
Formosan Republic, as well as in other 
sectors of social and economic life. No 
longer split into an exile faction cherish
ing delusions of faded grandeur, and a 
majority denied freedom of e>..'Pression, a 
realistic commonwealth can arise from 
cooperative devotion and effmt. Such 
urgent problems as the spectacular and 
fo1miclable burden of military expendi
tures, the fantastic duplication and con
flict of government sbi.1ctures, the lurking 
crises of economic imbalance and ex
plosive population growth could be 
tackled directly, rather than sidestepped 
and postponed to a mythological Utopia 
called the "recove1y of the mainland." 

An independent Fmmosa that is 
crystallized and sustained by the popular 
efforts of the Formosan people-rather 
than one that is another fmm of Na
tionalist rule, or one that is a fabricated 
outcome of U.S. strategy-will gain 
wider international acceptance, includ
ing eventually that of new leadership 
in Peking. The materialization of "one 
China, one Fmmosa" in fact and in law 
will hence tenninate the China-U.S.
U.N. entanglement. 
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WILL BUSSIA 
AND CHINA 

COLLIDB? 
This is a second in a series of Dispatch News Service reports (the first was in July, page 50) on Southeast and East Asia. 

In the short space of four months, 
Communist China and the Soviet Union 
have made clear to the world that a 
major war behveen themselves is dis
tinctly possible. 

Border clashes in which troops on 
both sides have been killed have sent 
analysts scurrying to their history books 
to trace tl1e roots and pattern of tl1e con
flict in an effort to predict the future 
course. 

I spoke in Hong Kong to three ex
perts-an Englishman, German, and 
American-men whose job is to analyze 
and report to their governments on cur
rents in China. 

J11ey were substantially in agreement 
on the major questions relating to tlle 
border issue-that chances of a Sino
Soviet war have greatly increased in 
the past few months, that the Chinese 
do not want a war, and that the decision 
to strike rests on the Kremlin. 

111ey also agree that the possibility 
of talks on the border question are prac
tically nil, despite the call from both 
sides for talks. They see the stated posi
tions and proposals for dealing with 
the issue as irreconcilable. 

The Chinese argue that talks must 
deal with the entire 4,500 mile long 
border. 111Cy insist the Russians admit 
that border h·eaties signed a century 
ago are unequal because they were im-
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posed on a weak Impe1ialist China by 
a strong, expanding, Tsarist Russia. As 
a result of the treaties, the Chinese 
were forced to cede to Russia land three 
times the size of France. 

But to prove how reasonable they 
are, the Chinese have relinquished their 
claim on this land with the argument 
that Russian laborers having lived on 
it for a century are entitled to it. This 
gesture then highlights what the Chinese 
are really after-not territory, but an 
admission that the Russians have dealt 
highhandedly with tl1em in the past. A 
propaganda point perhaps, but impor
tant to the Chinese in their effort to set 
the historical record straight and exact 
concessions in tl1e future. 

111e Chinese case rests on showing 
that it's a historical repeat, or contin
uation, with Russian leaders today in 
the role of new Tsars carrying out the 
same imperialism and aggressive policies 
of the old Tsars. To heighten the 
historical parallels, the Chinese have 
carefully nourished their image o f 
themselves as victims in this recent series 
of border clashes. 

111C Chinese approach is seen most 
clearly in the recent film "The Anti
China Atrocities of the New Tsars" 
which continues to show throughout 
China and recently ended a one-month 
run at Communist-owned theaters in 

Hong Kong. 
In the £Im, Chinese fishermen are 

seen attacking Russian tanks with sticks 
and gunboats with hatchets. It's no coin
cidence tlmt a photographer is close 
behind recording these injustices of the 
mighty Russian military machine against 
unarmed Chinese peasants. 

But tl1e all-important difference is that 
these victims are armed with the tl1ought 
of Mao Tse-tung. With religious insis
tence, the Chinese claim right con
quers might, making the implications 
clear for East European satellite coun
b·ies and the Central Asian satellite 
Mongolia facing the threats of the Rus
sian bully. 

Whether or not Mao's thought is a 
match for Russian tanks remains to be 
seen. In the meantime, the Soviet Union 
will have nothing to do with talk about 
"unequal treaties," insisting that the 
present frontier as it developed histori
cally must be respected. 111ey will 
play their strong suit-guns, and Mao 
will continue to rely on the masses as 
he has done in the past. 111C Russians 
rapidly move troops into the border 
areas while the Chinese-with a popula
tion of 750 millions compared to Russia's 
240 millions-send people. It boils down 
to guns versus population. 111C Russians 
say they want talks-but only to deal 
with individual, potentially explosive 
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'RATIONALIZE IT! IF WE DON'T FIGHT THEM HERE WE'LL BE FIGHTING THEM IN 
DOWNTOWN MOSCOW-WE HAVE TO CONTAIN CHINESE COMMUNISM IN ASIA 

points along the border that are in need Russian nuclear missiles positioned 350 lines to the interior of China and the pos
of demarkation. miles from Peking on the Mongolian bar- sibility of becoming involved in a peo-

How seriously do the Chinese regard der or the superior Soviet annored pie's war against the vastly greater Chi
the threat of a Soviet military strike? strength and highly mechanized forces. nese population are regarded as strong 
The American analyst sees the invasion These are the militarv facts of life in detenents. 
of Czechoslovakia as a turning point in border areas that ha~e the Chinese China is thought by some analysts 
the deterioration of Sino-Soviet relations. worried: here to have taken the Russians on in the 
The doctrine of limited sovereignty ad- March clashes to ex-ploit cenhifugal 
vanced by the Soviet Union as its excuse -The recent buildup of Soviet ground forces within the Societ bloc, expose Rus-
for the invasion shuck home in Peking. strength from twelve understrength di- sian weah'l1esses, and thus undermine the 
The possibility of the Soviet Union un- visions on the frontier to about twenty- Soviet leadership. The Chinese in retro
dertaking similar action against a prov- eight full-strength divisions. There has spect are seen to have used the clashes 
ince or area of China appeared much been no comparable Chinese buildup. also to promote internal unity, rally sup-
greater. The Russian action created new port for the central leadership, and spur 
tension which tore away the remaining -Russian nuclear. missiles positioned agricultural and industrial production. 
shreds of flexibility with which each on the Mongolian border. But if China did provoke the latest 
country could deal with border disputes. 1 d clashes, and the feeling is growing that -Construction, strengt rnning, an ex-

Travellers arriving in Hong Kong from d b she did, then she made a mistake. That tending of new an existing air ases 
Canton report slogans pasted all over along the border from which the Soviet is the feeling of observers here who 
asking the people to prepare for war. Union flies constant patrols by fighter see the Russian bear not easily pacified 
Bomb shelters are being constructed in once aroused. bomber and reconnaissance aircraft. 
the suburbs of Canton and Communist Do the Russian people really believe 
officials are teaching people how to -The closing of the Trans-Siberian China is expansionist? The Soviet mili-
avoid losses during air raids. Railroad on June lst to all but military tary and political leadership can't seri-

Sabre-rattling members of the Soviet traffic, indicating hurried military move- ously believe China poses a threat, says 
general staff are reportedly arguing that ments of equipment, supplies, and per- the British analyst. "But the people do. 
the best time for a military strike is sonnel. It's a built-in psychosis among Slavic 
now-not three or five years later when people. They have a deathly fear of the 

I
I Chinese nuclear capacity will have in- There is little doubt the Russians are Chinese. They sing songs to their chil-

creased manyfold. The military advan- tempted to upset the Peking leadership, dren of golden Mongol hordes coming 

I. tage clearly rests on the Soviet side. knock out nuclear installations in from the East. In the same way we tell 

J 

Despite Chinese protestations, faith in Sinkiang (China's northwestern prov- our children to be good or the policeman 
Mao and reliance on a "spiritual atom ince), and perhaps even occupy Sinkiang. will come, they say the Chinese will 
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World Relations of the Commis
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Church. 
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Military Affairs with the Indo
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Given the qualification that the Chi
nese experience cannot be duplicated, 
is there anything coming out of the 
China Revolution and history that bears 
on Asian modernization as a whole? 

CAmxo: Yes. China today stands as 
one of the few really independent 
nations of tlie world after the period 
of Western colonial domination. She has, 
in short, dealt with the issue of the 
"aftermath of colonialism" much better 
than anyone else .. Mobilization and use 
of the peasantry-as opposed to "in
dustrial workers"-as the mass base of 
revolution is a mark of the Chinese 
revolution so significant in the context 
of the pre-industrial situation of most 
Asian countries. The cultural character 
of colonialism has become a mark of 
China's response to the \Vest in the 
last decades which, in the Chinese ex
perience, means that there is also a 
need for "cultural revolution" if the 
political and economic innovations arc 
to work. 

Recent events in China have also in
dicated very significant themes which 
arc very important for the future of 
the developing world, for example, the 
relation between ideology and technol
ogy, the meaning of education for the 
people, the issue of nationalism and in
ternationalism, of military strategy and 
imperial threat for Asia, and the inter
action between tradition and moderniza
tion. 

cEoncE: Yes. An important lesson is 
that political indcpcndcncc is inadcc1uatc 
and incomplete without also economic 
and cultural independence. 1 ndia has 
been one of the first of the formerly 
colonized nations lo achieve political in
dcpcndcncc. It has adopted a demo
cratic political system which has func
tioned reasonably well thus far. Ilo\\'
cver, India has never achieved total 

economic or cultural independence and 
as a result it has not become \'cry strong 
internally or externally. Most of the basic 
problems which we inherited as a nation 
in 1948 still continue to plague us. When 
we read or hear about India, it is usually 
as an indication of major world problems 
such as hunger and over-population. 
Political independence docs not have 
much significance for the very poor and 
the disinherited. 

China, on the other hand, seems to 
have achieved political, culh1ral and 
economic independence, so that it is 
once again counted as one of the po\\'ers 
to be reckoned with, and its credibility 
has increased, particularly after the first 
nuclear explosion of 196-1. Even those 
who disagree with its political system 
or ideology recognize its tremendous 
accomplishments since 1949, definitely 
a much foster and more remarkable 
growth than India has accomplished 
since 1947. China has been able to 
motivate and marshal its internal re
sources while India has failed signif
icantly in this. India is still dependent 
economically on its benefactors even to 
feed all its own people. It hardly makes 
India or its accomplishments credible 
except when someone wants to laud the 
"largest democracy in the world"! 

China also seems to have made tre
mendous strides in reorganizing its so
ciety. From what we have heard and 
read about the warlords and their con
stant exploitation of the Chinese peas
ants, and from the ways and for the 
length of lime the Chinese peasants suf
fered, present-day China seems to have 
totally reorganized its society without 
the tremendous cost in human life or 
the blood-shedding we read about in 
the French Rc\'olution or the Stalinist 
period in Hussia. 

This offers a definite challenge to India 
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where reorganization of society is not 
yet accomplished in spite of our accep
tance of socialism. The basic caste struc
ture of the Indian society remains mostly 
intact in spite of the various dents in 
it through technological achievements 
and enlightened constih1tional pro
visions. In fact, it may be asserted that 
the rich have become richer and the 
poor poorer in the last two decades, 
while in China an equitable redistribu-
tion of resources seems to have resulted. 
India accomplished some reforms while 
China accomplished a revolution. It does 
raise the question as to how long India 
can manage without a thorough reorga-
nization of its society and how such 
reorganization is going to come. 

Another point refers to the often mis
understood Chinese cultural revolution. 
Our knowledge of this is extremely 
fragmentary, but from what I gather, 
it is a laudable attempt to create a 
new consciousness in the Chinese peo
ple, a new pride, and also to create 
a new Chinese man and society. While 
these may sound very ambitious, they 
seem to be extremely valid goals. 

SIAGIAN: "Mass mobilization" and 
"forced savings" are features of the 
"Chinese model" that I think many Asian 
governments would like to apply in or
der to achieve rapid growth of their 
gross national product. But non-com
munist Asian governments with distinct 
political and cultural values cannot and 
will not practice the high degree of 
personal and mass regimentation re
quired by the Chinese communist ex
perience. '7\Thatever "social democracy" 
means in a non-Chinese and non
communist Asian setting, many of these 
governments still value and like to main-

/ 

tain basic human rights in their political 
systems even if it means a slower eco-
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'Vhat do you admire and what do 
you criticize about China's Revolu
tion? 

CARINO: China's revolution must be 
judged primarily in terms of its impact 
upon the Chinese, and not on anyone 
else. One must admire it for what it has 
done to China, especially in light of 
what China was before the revolution. 
Co1Tuption has been largely eliminated 
from the bureaucracy. Compared with 
the other developing nations, and de
spite some setbacks in plans, the rate 
of economic growth is high. Within a 
very short period of time, China has 
attained a technical military capacity 
that has made her a major political 
power in the world. And, most impor
tantly, the Chinese revolution, in having 
made China strong again, has regained 
the lost dignity of the Chinese which 
came as a result of the vVestem impact. 

The criticisms one can level at the 
Chinese revolution are the usual criti
cisms of revolution: the excesses that 
go with the massive effort at rebuilding 
and reconstruction of the whole social 
order. It is a question whether such 
excesses are peculiar to the Chinese 
revolution or whether they are part of 
any major effort at social revolution any
where. 

GEORGE: It is obvious that I admire 
the tremendous achievements of China 
in emerging from a defeated, divided 
country into a modern, independent, and 
powerful nation, as well as its efforts 
towards creating a new man and so
ciety. 

What I find most difficult about China 
is its apparent isolationist policies which 
make it hard for any interaction between 
the Chinese and others. I can understand 
some of the reasons why China feels 
surrounded and threatened from all cor
ners, but it seems to me that to the 

:r}. ,~--~: -r 15~ -~ t.1 ~ri J:.¥, ::t~~lti~--:~- ·· :· 
IJ. _:,.f~ Fl- H.!. 

degree that it has achieved internal 
cohesion and progress it can afford to 
open itself up to creating friendship 
and co-existence. 

I have very little :k-nowledge about in
dividual freedom within China. Though 
I abhor the self-satisfying descriptions 
given by the popular press in the \Vest 
and some parts of Asia, of China as a 
totalitarian system, I will have to raise 
questions as to how much price in indi
vidual freedom is being paid by the 
Chinese for the progress they have 
made. 

I also find distasteful the bombastic 
and sometimes exhibitionistic type of 
propaganda: the mass marches of a 
million Chinese in red dresses with red 
books, the chanting of thousands of 
young people in chorus from the red 
book, the swimming in the Yangtse by 
Chinese soldiers to show their allegiance 
to l\fao, etc. There is something in me 
that revolts at any type of regimentation 
and controlled hysteria, and inasmuch 
as there are evidences of this in China, 
I find them distasteful. I feel this all the 
more because I think that the achieve
ments of the Chinese revolution are 
numerous and remarkable enough so 
that they can stand on their own as 
witness to the world of what a nation 
with will and resolve can do. 

SIAGIAN: I think this question is not 
that relevant. The Chinese communist 
revolution has a distinct autonomous 
character and origins which one ought 
to respect as a non-involved observer, 
at the same time realizing that political 
and/or military concepts of that revolu
tion cannot be imported at will. There 
are enough examples by now, including 
recent Indonesian political history, that 
convincingly prove the tragic disasters 
caused by attempting to copy certain 
elements of the Chinese revolutionary 
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communist doctrine, miscalculating the 
dynamics of their own political culture. 

Is there presently a "spillover" of Chi
nese theory and political thought and 
culture to the rest of Asia? 

CARINO: Very definitely. China is 
much too close and historically too in
volved in Asia to be completely isolated 
from politics of the rest of Asia. The 
Chinese revolution, moreover, is much 
too monumental an event to be con
tained within China forever. There is a 
considerable amount of Chinese studies 
going on in Japan, where very significant 
investigations on the Cultural Revolution 
are going on, and in other parts of Asia, 
for example, the Philippines, intellectuals 
have shifted from i\farx to the works of 
Mao Tse-tung. One can say that such in
terest is present elsewhere. 

GEORGE: I do think there is a gen
uine "spillover" of Chinese political 
thought and culture in the rest of Asia. I 
must hasten to state, however, that this 
is not seen primarily among the ruling 
classes or the elected representatives 
who run our countries. These leaders 
have been trained in a different ethos 
and most of them have learned the 
lessons from their former (colonial) 
masters as to how to keep the "natives" 
reasonably content. For them, Chinese 
thought must be anathema. 

But even among them I think there is 
a "thaw," mainly because of the abject 
failures of some of their own experi
ments at democracy and nation-building. 

But among the young, th e 
disinherited, and the intellectuals, there 
seems to be some genuine effort to 
understand the China behind the 
rhetoric of both the Chinese and their 
antagonists. In India, for example, the 
existence of the "Moscow wing" and the 
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"Peking wing" factions of the Indian 
Communist Party indicates something 
more than a like or dislike. 

SIAGIAN : A great country like China 
with such a rich cultural history is bound 
to have "spilling effects" on its neighbor
ing countries. Specialists of Asian 
culture, for instance, like to talk about 
the Indic- and Sino-cultural influence 
zones in Southeast Asia. Discussing this 
question, whether there is presently a 
spillover of Chinese theory and political 
thought-and I place the w o rd 
"presently" in a broader time-span-one 
should realize that the communist 
revolutionary experience is not the only 
significant event in contemporary Chi
nese political history. Dr. Sun Yat-sen's 
nationalist movement which spearhead
ed the 1911 Chinese revolution had some 
influence on the political thinking of the 
Indonesian nationalist movement during 
the Dutch colonial period. 

Again I like to stress at this point not 
to exaggerate the impact of such spilling 
effects; all those Asian countries outside 
China (or India for that matter) 
throughout their history have shown a 
remarkable capacity for absorbing and 
molding outside influences-and I am 
thinking especially of Indonesia-and in 
the final analysis they come up with 
something truly indigenous. 

How do national prejudices against in
digenous Chinese populations affect 
Asians' views of China? 

CARINO: The history of Chinese rela
tions with the rest of Asia is a long one. 
It has had its dose of Chinese cultural 
superiority, and in the twentieth century, 
Chinese economic power in many Asian 
countries. The question of "overseas 
Chinese" is a major one in some Asian 
countries. These have created suspicions 

and mutual manipulation. Chinese are 
not naturally loved by other Asians. 

However, this long contact has also 
meant the assimilation of much that is 
Chinese in many Asian cultures, so that 
appropriate means of discourse with 
Chinese have been formed among many 
Asians. The myth of the "yellow peril" 
and the "we have lost China" mentality 
are not present in Asia largely because of 
this long intimate contact w i th 
Chinese. 

\Vhat is important to me is for Asians 
to begin to look at the Chinese revolu
tion not only as part of their long 
historical interaction with China, but as 
a new phenomenon, a political event 
that cannot be fully explained by that 
history, and must be judged in the terms 
in which it arose. This is still to hap
pen-but it must happen if the rest of 
Asia is to understand China. \Vhether we 
like it or not, China is part of Asia's 
future, and no peace or progress in Asia 
can be achieved without a constructive 
and meaningful relationship with the 
People's Republic of China. 

GEORGE : Indigenous Chinese are not 
a major factor in India. 

SIAGIAN: Dr. Ruth McVey, Cornell 
University's specialist on Indonesian 
affairs, once stated that "China has been 
not one thing to the Indonesians but 
three: a state, a revolution and an ethnic 
minority." Talking about the Chinese 
minority problem in Indonesia, we 
should not be too rash by labelling it as 
racial per se. Of course, we cannot 
ignore the historical origins of this 
problem. Dutch mining enterprises and 
plantations directly imported Chinese 
laborers from tl1e 1860's to the 1930's and 
the Chinese minority gradually occupied 
the inte1mediate entrepreneurial position 
between Dutch big business and the in
digenous people. Obviously, w h e n 
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political independence was achieved, in 
those regions where indigenous entre
preneurs could not withstand the com
bination of '~'estem capital and Chinese 
ingenuity, the Chinese minority became 
the target of nsmg economic na
tionalism. But the picture is much more 
complex than that and varies from 
region to region. 

As a member of a church in Djakarta 
with many members of Chinese descent, 
I would like to cite the 1966 message 
from the Indonesian Council o f 
Churches on "The Problem of the 
Chinese": 

"l. What is most urgently needed is the 
achievement of a sufficiently clear dis
tinction between those who are alien 
Chinese and Indonesian citizens of Chi
nese ancestiy, among other ways, by in
stituting Government regulations which 
make this distinction easier. 

"2. Towards persons who are alien 
Chinese living in Indonesia, the Govern
ment should exercise a policy based on 
humanitarian considerations, on our na
tional interest, and on international con
ventions, and which will be aimed at the 
immediate cessation of their economic 
domination over us . .. 

"3. Within the process of Nation-build
ing going on at present, the Government 
and the entire Indonesian people, includ
ing citizens of Chinese ancestry should, 
without distinguishing ethnic group or 
ancestry, work together responsibly to
wards the common future of the whole 
Indonesian Nation, if necessary leaving 
behind and forgetting past affairs." 

Is China a serious threat to Asia? 
CARINO: China as a problem to Asia 

is only a threat-at best a potential 
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one-at the moment. In many ways, the 
claim that China is a dangerous threat 
has been an American creation, more 
real and feared in American minds than 
in most Asian minds. The evidences for 
such a claim have been the supposed ag
gressive claims of China based upon 
an ideology of world domination-Com
munism, recent utterances of Chinese 
leaders, and the so-called "border inci
dents." Except for the last, these "evi
dences" are all mostly verbal, but not 
actual. The border incidents are in them
selves not a sign of peculiar aggressive
ness. Border problems have been and 
still are common problems of the new 
states of Asia as a result of colonial mle 
( Phillippines-Malaysia, Malaysia-Indo
nesia, and certainly India-China) . 

GEORGE: It took me a long time to 
get out of the 1962 syndrome of some 
hostility towards, and suspicion of, 
China as a result of the China-India 
conflict. The possibility for such conflicts 
is real and the need to avoid them is 
more urgent now than ever. 

But I do not agree with the assump
tion that China offers a serious threat to 
Asia, at least not as yet. It does offer a 
challenge, but not a threat. 

Though we have a history of colo
nialism by Vlestern nations of which we 
are quite conscious, we have no similar 
history of Chinese colonialism, or even 
threat to subjugate the continent of Asia, 
although at different times China could 
have at least partially accomplished 
this. 

Secondly, there is no doubt that China 
now is stronger than ever and presum
ably could take on any Asian nation. 
But in spite of the large number of 
people it can mobilize for a possible land 
conflict, it is quite deficient in the tech
nological achievements that can help 
sustain a prolonged conflict outside. its 

immediate borders. Also, China knows 
that to involve itself in major conflicts 
with its neighbors will certainly bring 
the major powers into the scene and it 
will thus have to face unpleasant conse
quences. 

Thirdly, it is known that in some parts 
of Asia the native Chinese citizens face 
serious threat (as in Malaysia), and in 
some cases lives and properties have 
been destroyed. Would not one think 
that if China had the interest and capa
bility to protect the Chinese population 
overseas by getting involved in the in
ternal affairs of the countries where there 
is such unrest, it would do it? But thus 
far we have no indication of any such 
intention on China's part. 

Finally, not even the enemies of China 
have been able to prove that even a 
single Chinese soldier is placed outside 
China. China has regained its control 
over Tibet and many antagonists of 
China call this "occupation." But if we 
look at Chinese history in its relationship 
to Tibet, we will learn that China has 
only exercised its right to consolidate its 
territory. 

SIAGIAN: China is not a threat in the 
classical military sense of annies 
marching to the south. I do think it is a 
threat in te1ms of its ideology and 
political subversion. But the best defense 
is a healthy social and economic 
system. 

However urgent the question of a 
"Chinese threat" seems to be, the 
decisive test case faced by Asian coun
tries still is and will be for many years: 
to maintain some harmony in domestic 
politics which would enable them to 
reshape their agricultural economy so 
sensitive to the fluctuations of the world 
market in order to meet in an effective 
way the growing social and political de
mands of their exploding populations. 
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All the scenery in the north 

Is enclosed in a thousand Ii of ice, 

And ten thousand Ii of whirling snow. 

Behold both sides of the Great Wall

There is only a vast confusion left. 

Written by Mao Tse-tung in 1945, 
this, perhaps his best known 
poem, was popular with both the 
Nationalists and the Commu
nists during the Civil War. 

On the upper and lower reaches of the Yellow River 

You can no longer see the flowing water. 

The mountains are dancing silver serpents, 

The hills on the plains are shining elephants. 

I desire to compare our height with the skies. 

In clear weather 

The earth is so charming. 

Like a red-faced girl clothed in white. 

Such is the charm of those rivers and mountains, 

Calling innumerable heresies to vie with each other in pursuing her. 

The emperors Shih Huang and Wu Ti were barely cultured 

The emperors Tai Tsung and Tai Tsu were lacking in feeling, 

Genghis Khan knew only how to bend his bow at the eagles. 

These all belong to the past-only today are there men of feeling! 

(From THE WHITE PONY: AN ANTHOLOGY OF CHINESE 
POETRY, edited by Robert Parnc. New York : The New American 
Library (Mentor Books ), 19GO, p. 319. Reprinted here by permission 
of the editor.) 
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·THE MOVING FINGER WRITES. 
SERIOUS CHURCH DAMAGE 
FROM HURRICANE CAMILLE 

Damage to churches and church-owned 
installations by HmTicane Camille was esti
mated at $15 million in an interim survey 
repmted at Gulfport, Mississippi. The figure 
was expected to rise when a final tabulation 
was possible. 

Roman Catholic, Episcopal, United Meth
odist and Baptist facilities were hardest hit 
by the worst North American hunicane in 
recorded history. 

The dishict parsonage of The United 
l\fothodist Church in Gulfpmt was de
molished. l\fothodist churches in Venice and 
Buras, La., were wiped out. Except for the 
administration building the Gulfside As
sembly, vVaveland, is no more. Community 
centers in Biloxi and Columbia, Miss., also 
were damaged. 

Roofs were blown off the l\fississippi Rural 
Center at Columbia, First Church, Gulfport, 
and Leggett Church at Seashore Assembly 
in Biloxi, where there was damage also to 
Arlene Hall but none to Seashore Manor re
tirement home. Pass Christian Church was 
moved 20 feet off its foundation. 

There was water damage at First Church, 
Pascagoula, and East End and Epworth 
Churches, Biloxi, Slidell, La., and Coden, 
Ala., near Mobile. Wind unroofed First 
Church, Gulfpo1t, and toppled a tree onto 
the parsonage. 

The Bmas church had suffered loss of its 
wooden building in "Betsy" in 1965 and had 
rebuilt, with National Division aid, a brick 
shucture which was lost this time. Damage 
to other churches in this hard-hit Plaque
mines Pmish along the mouth of the Mis
sissippi was not yet known. 

Bishop Pendergrass reported being able 
to look right through the Gulfport Dishict 
parsonage, where all furnishings and all per
sonal belongings of the Rev. Dr. Seth Gran
berry were swept away. 

A "Bishop's Emergency Appeal" for 
United Methodists was held on Sunday, Sep
tember 7, to aid churches and families hmt 
by the hurricane. 

Damage lo Catholic properties was esti
mated at $12 million. About one half of 
Mississippi's Catholic population is on the 
Gulf Coast. Only thirty-one of 107 Catholic 
buildings in the stmm's path escaped. The 
Louisiana area raked by Camille also had 
heavy church damage. 

Father Gilbert O'Neill, O.S.B., was 
drowned. He was chaplain to the Missionary 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart at Ocean Springs, 
Miss. Incomplete repmts listed six Catholic 
churches, three schools, four recto1ies, two 
convents and four parish halls completely 
<lesb·oyed. 

Dr. \:V. Douglas Hudgins, executive sec
retary of the Mississippi Baptist Convention, 
said uninsured Baptist losses would prob
ably be $1.5 million. Two Baptist assembly 
areas were hit by Camille's wind and waves. 
Kittiwake Baptist Assembly near Pass Clnis
tian was left with no walls standing. At 
Gulfshore Baptist Assembly, a $2 million 

OCTOBEH I OGO 

Hurricane Camille swept through the historic Church of the Redeemer in Biloxi and left 
only tl1e bell fotcer standing. A religious cd11cation b11ilding bel1ind tlw clmrch was badly 
damaged lJ11t did not collapse. A h11ge oak tree llJlrootcd by the stor111 obscrtrcs the view 
of the r11bblc: which is all that re111ains of the sanc/1wry. 

relTeat center near Bay St. Louis, Miss., four 
of thirteen buildings survived. 

Episcopal Bishop John M. Allin and 
Canon Fred Bush reported after an inspec
tion tour that approximately $1 million in 
damages were sustained by churches and 
schools of their denomination. 

Trinity Church, Pass Clnistian, Miss., 
built in 1851, was leveled as was the 
church's rectmy. The wife of the rector, the 
Hcv. Dunie B. Hardin, was killed. The 
clergyman was found in a state of shock 
under the rubble. 

Two of the most architecturally unusual 
churches on the Gulf escaped with hardly 
a scratch. They are St. Michael's Catholic 
church, Biloxi, designed like a sea shell, and 
the St. Peter's by the Sea church with an all
glass front. Both are right on the beach. 

In Biloxi, the Episcopal Church of the 
Redeemer, erected in 1875, lost its entire 
sanctuary. A bell tower was left standing. 

As relief supplies poured in from all parts 
of the nation, a Southern Baptist pastor co
ordinating relief work in Biloxi said, "If you 
look in every one of these boxes, you'll sec 
the love of some mother who is sending 
something to people in need. It really re-
stores your faith in people." (RNS) 

MORE FUNDS DEMANDED 
FOR BLACK COLLEGES 

More funds for black colleges and univer
sities, literature which reflects the concerns 
of black people, more black staff adminis
trators, and scholarships for minodty stu
dents were included in a list of demands 
made Friday, August 29, by a group reprc-
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scnting l31ack Methodist for Church Hencwal 
(BMCH) in Nashville, Tenn. 

which time he made several demands pre
pared by a BJ'v!CR task force on higher 
education: A small group of adults, mostly from At

lanta, demonstrated at the United Method
ist Boards of Education and Evangelism and 
asked that all staff and office personnel be 
sent home as a gesture of sympathy for their 
demands. 

-$20 million from the Board of Education 
and $25 million from the Board of Evan
gelism during the next five years for 13 
black colleges and universities related to 
The United Methodist Church. 

The leaders of both boards refused the 
request although some board workers re
turned home after seeing the Til\ICR signs. 

-Church school and general church litera
ture which reflects the perspectives and con
cerns of black people. 

Leader and spokesman for the demon
strators was the Rev. Cain Felder, BMCR 
executive director from Atlanta. More than 
30 children and youth from a local NAACP 
chapter participated in the demonstration. 

-Greater percentage of black administra
tors in significant positions of responsibility 
on the boards. 
-Scholarships and loans for minority stu
dents based solely on need. 

Felder held an early morning press con
ference in the Upper Room rvluseum at 

At a meeting in the Upper Room Chapel 
with the Board of Evangelism staff, the Rev. 
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Joseph H. Yeakel, general secretary of the 
board, expressed appreciation for the con
frontation but said the board had not been 
historically related to the colleges as a pro
gram board and that raising $25 million 
would be impossible. "This board has a defi
cit at the present time of $130,000," he 
said. 

Dr. Yeakel added that the board and staff 
had already agreed to make whatever ad
justments necessary to place more black 
personnel at all levels. "I have already in
dicated my willingness earlier to resign, if 
necessary, to place a black man as general 
secretary of the board." 

He also explained that the use of funds 
from Upper Room profits is determined by 
the United Methodist Book of Discipline. 

"What you're really saying," Felder re
torted, "is, 'sorry, nigger, go home.'" 

At a later meeting with the staff of the 
Board of Education most of the discussion 
centered around the support of 11 black 
college and universities, one seminary, and 
one medical school related to The United 
Methodist Church. 

Felder said The United Methodist Church 
is "continuing its long history of calculated 
institutionalized racism" by maintaining 
separate methods for supporting its black 
and white schools. He cited Rust College in 
Holly Springs, Miss., as one black school 
established in the late 1800's which is not 
yet accredited while Alaska Methodist Uni
versity, established in the late 1950's is fully 
accredited. 

He also expressed fear that the black 
schools would be closed or "absorbed." 

The Rev. Dr. Myron F. Wicke, general 
secretary of the Division of Higher Educa
tion, agreed that a new "rationalization" 
must be found for supporting the predomi
nantly Negro schools. "Through the years 
we on this board have worked hard to keep 
these colleges open and we've been shot at 
by the white liberal who sees them as segre
gation and by the black intellectual who sees 
them as academically inferior. Now, thank 
God, the time has come when we can enlist 
your help and the help of your people to 
help us work toward keeping and improving 
these schools." 

A few days earlier the division of higher 
education had announced that several boards 
and agencies of the church were making an 
emergency $2 million appeal for Race Rela
tions Sunday this February to assist the 
black schools. "We know that the future of 
these colleges must depend on more than 
collections such as Race Relations Sunday," 
Dr. Wicke said, "But right now we've got to 
keep food on the table until we find a better 
approach.'' 

A study, financed by a $68,500 Ford 
Foundation grant, is being conducted under 
the direction of Dr. Daniel C. Thompson, 
New Orleans, La., a sociologist at Dillard 
University. 

"In trying to dete1mine what we should 
do we realized that it was about time that 
Negroes themselves do a study of Negro 
higher education in predominantly Negro 
colleges," Dr. Wicke said . 

At several points the exchange became 
heated. "I want it to go on the record here 
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This clwrch is tom in half by the destrncti!Je winds that accompanied H11rricane Camille 
and callsed "enormous damage" to chltrches and religious education facilities. As the 11111n
ber of deaths reached near 200, Camille was considered one of tlze most destructive 
storms ever to hit the Nortlz American continent. The National Catholic Disaster Relief 
Committee, Clwrclz ·world Service, relief arm of tlze National Council of Churches, the 
Salvation Army, and otlzer religious relief units rushed materials and funds to the 
stricken area. 

and now," Dr. Wicke declared, "that two 
months ago I invited you (Felder) per
sonally to come visit us, go through our rec
ords, and question us about anything. You 
didn't come." 

Dr. Wicke, along with the two other gen
eral secretaries, also asked Felder to assist 
them in find.ing qualified black people who 
could be employed by the board. 

The three general secretaries refused a 
request made by Felder for a special meet
ing of the Board of Education executive 
committee September 30 to consider the 
BlVICR task force demands. 

Felder expressed appreciation for the 
meeting with the staff but said he was dis
appointed that the secretaries would not ask 
the board's president, Bishop 0. Eugene 
Slater, to call the special September 30 
meeting. "\Ve know there are limits but un
less we start seeing evidence of your con
cern we will plan a national mobilization 
against The United Methodist Church," 
Felder warned. 

OCTOBETI 1969 

D.C. COURT OVERTURNS LAW 
ON SIDEWALK DEMONSTRATIONS 

Setting aside the conviction of a United 
i'vlethodist executive arrested dming last 
year's Poor People's Campaign, the D.C. 
Court of Appeals ruled that police may not 
break up sidewalk protest demonstrations 
unless there is a threat of disruption or 
violence. 

Holding that blocking a sidewalk is not a 
crime in itself, the court reasoned that such 
a regulation would also allow punishment of 
such innocents as sightseers or school chil
dren. "Of course," the court said, "we do 
not think for one minute that such a group 
would be prosecuted ... l3ut the mere pos
sibility of such a prosecution makes it in
cumbent on the government to allege that 
the .act was done under circumstances which 
threaten a br~ach of the peace." 

Because the government failed to claim a 
possible breach of peace, the court set aside 
the conviction of the Rev. John P. Adams, 
director of the department of law, justice, 

and commi,mity relations for the United 
Methodist Board of Christian Social Con
cerns .. Mr. Adams was one of 200 arrested 
June 24, 1968, along with the Rev. Ralph 
Abernathy in the Poor People's Campaign 
march on the Capitol. Mr. Abernathy had 
spent 20 days in jail as a result of his arrest; 
Mr. Adams had received a $25 suspended 
fine. 

RABBI RECALLS CHURCHMEN 
WHO OPPOSED THE NAZIS 

The case of Auxiliary Bishop :tv!atthias 
Defregger of i'I'! uni ch, who was involved in 
the execution of seventeen Italian hostages 
in vVorld Vlar II, recalls at the "uppositc 
perspective" some of the "extraordinary in
dividuals" in the Roman Catholic hierarchv 
who took iisks to oppose the Nazis, Rabbi 
Marc Tanenbaum observed on New York 
radio station \;\,1INS. Rabbi Tanenbaum did 
not "presume to intrude" in "internal Cath
olic matters" by criticizing the bishop. 
Rather, he praised others who "prefer to die 
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rather than to sin by conforming lo e\'il." 
"Here and there in the dark Nazi night," 

he said, "it must he remembered, there were 
cxlraordinarv individuals who did lake a 
stand agains.t the demands or automatic and 
unques tioning obedience lo the Nazi rulers. 

"Cardinal Faulhaber and Cardinal von 
Galen risked severe reprisals b~ · courage
ously preaching se1mons. crying out, 'it is 
better to die than to sin' by confonning to 
evil. There were even a few such as the 
Austrian peasant, Franz Jagcnstater, who 
were willing to give up lifo itself rather than 
sacrifice their conscience in the face of a 
call to murder innocent people." 

Today, he noted, "some of the opposition 
to the war in Vietnam, to the spiralling nu
clear anns race. to preparation for chemical 
and biological warfare are hut expressions 
of a growing refusal to remain silent when 
silence is often taken to mean assen t." 

CONCERN VOICED OVER 
DIRECTION OF MISSION 

(RNS) 

A struggle within the churches and the 
" 'orld Council of Churches on what is 
Christian mission must be worked out in 
"mutual trust," the 'VCC's director of evan
gelism said in Canterbury, England. 

The Rev. Philip Potter, head of the Di
vision of 'Vorld Mission and Evangelism, 
took part in a discussion following the report 
of his division to the WCC's policy-making 
Cenh·al Committee. 

}.fany speakers expressed concern over the 

nature and direction of Christian m1ss10n. 
The committee was asked in the report to 
approve new programs in theological edu
cation, Christian literature production, ecu
menical sharing of mission personnel and 
urban and industrial mission. 

Dr. D. T. Niles, a Ceylonese :tvlethodist 
and a "'orld Council president, said the 
need to proclaim the Gospel of Christ is 
recognized by all Christians but there is 
much disagreement in the VlCC as to who 
Jesus Christ is, where he is found and how 
he is identified. 

In response, Mr. Potter said the disagree
ment existed in all Churches, not just in the 
council. "We are not hiding the fact of dis
agreement," he stated. "But we believe the 
issue must be fought out in mutual trust 
within the fellowship of the 'Vorld Council. 
And we are dete1mined not to lose our 
nerve." 

Father John 1foyendorff, a Russian Or
thodox theologian from Crestwood, N.Y., 
urged that in the face of a "violent dia
lectical struggle" over mission the council 
make some choices among the alternatives 
sketched out last year at the ' VCC's Fourth 
Assembly. 

Dr. Jan Lochman, a Czech theologian 
who teaches at the University of Basel, 
Switzerland, advised an evangelistic ap
proach, a willingness to listen to secularists 
and people of other faiths. He called it 
"Socratic evangelism." 

"In Czechosolvakia our willingness to 
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enter into dialogue with secularists bore 
fruit," he said, refening to relations between 
Christians and Marxists. The Czech church
man said the "world church has lost the 
authority it had in the past" and should not 
act as if it had all the answers. 

An appeal for close interrelation of WCC 
emphasis on mission and world develop
ment, a priority set last year, was issued 
by Dr. F. A. E. Nababan, secretaiy of the 
Council of Churches in Indonesia and vice 
chairman of the wee division on mission. 
"There is no development without mission,'' 
he told the committee. 

Giving the division's report was Dr. 
Tracey Jones, its chairman and also head of 
the United Methodist Board of Missions. 

In summarizing the work of the 'VCC 
unit he listed areas in which theological 
study, including dialogue with men of other 
faiths, is taking place. 

INDIA BISHOP BACKS 
CHURCH UNION PLAN 

(RNS) 

On the eve of the decisive voting by' 
United Methodists in India as to whether 
they will go into church union (the first of 
11 annual conferences will vote September 
17-21, the last December 3-7), one of 
United Methodism's four bishops has come 
out strongly for union. 

'Vriting on "Why I am for Church Union" 
in the August 14 issue of the Indian Witness 
(official Methodist paper for India) , Bishop 
Ede A. Mitchell of the Hyderabad Area 
says his basic reason is reconciliation. He 
urges the Southern Asia Central Conference 
(India) of The United Methodist Church to 
join with five other churches in the proposed 
Church of North India by approving the 
Plan of Union (Fourth Edition). If two
thirds of the votes cast in the 11 annual 
conferences are in favor of the Plan, India's 
approximately 600,000 United Methodists 
will join in forming the new united church 
in 1970. 

Conceding that "the Plan we have before 
us is by no means a perfect plan, for no one 
can make a perfect plan; perfection is only 
of God," Bishop Mitchell maintains: "But as 
members of God's family, praying together, 
loving each other, working under God's 
guidance, receiving His grace, serving our 
Saviour and Lord, being guided by His 
Holy Spidt, let us move into God's larger 
family, the body of Jesus Chdst, the perfect 
lll1ion." 

Declaring that "when we move into 
Church Union, we cooperate with God in 
His act of reconciliation," Bishop Mitchell 
says: "I think we will agree there is no per
fect (denomination) church. There is the 
fact of our division, our separateness. There 
is the need for reconciliation. Our church, 
the Methodist Church, great as it is, won
derful as it is, or for that matter any other 
church that claims to be the finest church, 
is not big enough itself for the whole world 
and its people. Only a universal family, the 
universal Church, a universal fellowship can 
be the adequate bearer of a universal gos
pel. . . . In God's family there is no exclu
siveness. If there is, we have failed to under
stand the atoning act on Calvary." 
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VANDALS HIT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
IN NEW YORK'S HELL'S KITCHEN 

The vicar of an experimental Episcopal 
congregation here claimed his church is 
being vandalized because of its stand on 
social issues. 

The church is St. Clement's Episcopal, 
which is host to the American Place Theatre 
and a regular place of experiments in wor
ship. The vicar is the Hev. Eugene A. 
.Monick, Jr., 40. 

"They say we are 'nigger lovers,' " he told 
newsmen. "There have been six break-ins in 
three months. Last week they stole a new 
refrigerator, and on Friday night (Aug. 22 ) 
someone threw a firebomb through the win
dow. It's lucky we weren't burned down." 

r-.fr. Monick said the "old grass roots 
families" in the Hell's Kitchen area where 
the church is located "don't like us," but he 
also asserted that he does love the neigh
borhood. 

He said vandals had painted on the 
church front such signs as "All niggers 
shou!? be .~ille~l, 4Gth Stree~ agains~, nig
gers, and \Vlute power-Nazi power. 

"I don't know how we can come to te1ms 
with the community," the cleric said. "vVe're 
not so much a community-oriented church. 
\Ve are trying to make religion relevant to 
the world today." 

St. Clement's was the subject of a \VonLD 
OUTLOOK article in March, 19G7, called 
"Hevolution in a City Pmish.'' 

BUILDING PROGRAM IS 
REPLACED BY MISSION 

lVIembers of St. Luke Presbyteiian church 
in \Vayzata, Minnesota have abandoned 
plans to build a new sanctuary costing $300,-

000. Instead, they will spend half of the 
amount for remodeling and expanding exist
ing facilities and use the rest to assist resi
dents of poverty areas in Minneapolis. 

Members credit their minister, the Hev. 
Hobert K. Hudnut, with changing the con
gregation's plans. 

"vVe were going to build the biggest and 
best sanctuary in the suburbs," said David 
Prosser, an elder. "\Ve hired a well-known 
architect to design it. 

"And over the next several years, we col
lected about $165,000 in pledges and 
planned to borrow the rest of the money." 

But there was some division within the 
church leadership over whether this was the 
best use for the money. "A number of us 
were concerned about our obligations as 
Cluistians," said David Stricker, another 
elder. "Many of us knew from past experi
ence the needs and problems of those living 
in the inner city. 

"\Ve have been involved in programs at 
the Minneapolis '''orkhouse, The City (a 
teen center in south Minneapolis) and at 
The "'ay (community center serving the 
north Minneapolis black community). 

"In February this year there was a h·agic 
accident which had a big impact on St. Luke 
congregation. Mrs. Kay Cheney, the young 
director of Christian education for the 
church, was killed in a car crash. 

"It may seem kind of hite but a lot of us 
felt that someone was trying to tell us some
thing-about the value of one human life," 
Mr. Prosser said. 

"After her death, some of the extreme 
feelings about how we should spend our 
money seemed to mellow and we drew 
closer together." Then in March, the Session 

· -·~ ./ _d 
RNS Photo 

Hundreds of defiant Czcclrs gatlrer in Wenceslas Square despite tlre presence of troops and 
armor. Protesting a year of Soviet occupation on tlre anniversary of tlre Soviet invasion, 
tlrousands of Czeclrs clranted "Russians go home!" until they were cleared from the Square 
by tear gas and night-stick attacks. Czeclwslovak troops and tanks were used to control 
tlre demonstration. 
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decided to throw away the architect's plans 
for the new $300,000 sanctumy and to limit 
the spending for remodeling and expansion 
of existing facilities to $150,000. 

In addition, they launched the Kay 
Cheney Benevolence Fund drive to raise 
$150,000 "to support a number of programs 
aimed at helping people in need to help 
themselves.'' By the end of July, Mr. 
Stricker, who headed the diive, and his 
volunteers had obtained pledges of $170,000 
to be collected over the next three years . 

This year the church plans to spend $50,-
000 of that money in five areas. 

A check for $4,000 has already been 
given to administrators of the Upward 
Bound program to pay the tuition and living 
expenses of six Indian students who have 
enrolled at the University of Minnesota. 

In addition, the congregation has prom
ised $10,000 to the directors of The City, 
the teen center that is attempting to help 
youths who dropped out of school and have 
become drinkers or drug users. 

Other programs proposed for funding this 
year include: 

-Challenge Foundation. (This is an ex
isting corporation that gives loans to minor
ity group individuals who want to start 
their own businesses.) 

-Narcotics in the Community. (A pro
gram aimed at identifying and trying to 
solve the drug problem among high school 
students in Minnetonka.) 

-Block Partnerships. (A project to bring 
St. Luke members together with Negroes in 
the city "to see what can be done to solve 
problems of a local nature on the Near 
Northside.") 

WORLD ORDER SUNDAY: 
"TH IS CROWDED WORLD" 

The problem of a rapidly increasing 
world population will be highlighted by The 
United Methodist Church in its obse1vance 
of \Vorld Order Sunday this yem-. This is 
believed to be the first time that a denomina
tion has given such major nationwide em
phasis to the population issue. 

The observance, October 19, will have the 
theme "This Crowded World." It is related 
to United Nations Day on October 24, since 
population growth is of world-wide concern, 
according to Heiman "'ill, Jr., executive for 
the World Peace Division of the Board of 
Christian Social Concerns, sponsor of the 
event. 

The agency is urging churches "to affinn 
that we are ready, with God's guidance, to 
make the necessary decisions as a matter of 
Christian responsibility.'' 

The General Conferences have supported 
family planning since 195G. The 1968 con
ference advocated counseling for manied 
couples and support for public policies to aid 
family planning, both in the United States 
and in other countries. 

HIGHEST MILITARY COURT 
UPHOLDS NOYD CONVICTION 

The conviction of Air Force Captain Dale 
E. Noyd for refusing to train pilots for duty 
in Vietnam was upheld by the Court of 
Military Appeals, the highest military tri
bunal. 
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WRITE N.OW: H. M. THAMES PECAN co. 

On the basis of selective conscientious 
objection to the Vietnam war, Capt. Noy<l 
refused in 1967 to serve as an insh1Jctor on 
F-100 aircrafts. He was court martiale<l and 
served all but two days of a year of hard 
labor while under house arrest at Canon 
Air Force Base, N.M. 

The Noyd case attracted considerable re
ligious attention since the career ai1man's 
dissent to the Viehrnm war involved objec
tion to particular wars, a position endorsed 
in recent months by many Protestants, Cath
olic and Jewish groups. 

Although the U.S. Supreme Court refused 
to intervene in the procedures of the mili
tary courts, Capt. Noyd was released from 
confinement by order of Justice Vlilliam 0. 
Douglas. 

In upholding the conviction, the military 
appeals panel agreed that the training pilot 
was sincere in his objection by rejecting his 
argument that he be released because of 
conscientious objection. The military court 
held that no exception to fulfillment of orders 
was provided by Congress on the basis of 
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conscience. 
Capt. Noyd said in Clovis that he cx

peeted to be dishonorably discharged from 
the Air Force. Provisions of the earlier sen
tence, now upheld, included forfeit of all 
pay and allowances. 

Out from under the military with the 
Court of Military Appeals decision, he said 
he expected lo appeal the sentence in civil 
court. "I am profoundly relieved that I can 
finally shed this uniform and get into the 
real courts," said Capt. Noyd. 

He announced that he had accepted a 
position on the faculty of Earlham College, 
a Quaker institution in Richmond, Ind. 

(RNS) 

DISCIPLES VOTE SUPPORT 
FOR CHURCH COUNCILS 

The General Assemblv of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Ch;ist) voted its sup
port for world, national, state and local coun
cils of churches at its meeting in Seattle, 
\Vashington. 

The resolution approved by the top na
tional body of the nearly 1-million-member 
denomination observed, in part, that resent
ment of some local congregations over the 
church's involvement in social issues has 
"sometimes" caused curtailment of the work 
of the church councils. 

The resolution of support for the church 
councils ran into difficulty, however, as a 
l\Iissouri pastor challenged the statement on 
the basis that the National Council of 
Churches had "agreed to discuss" the Black 
Manifesto presented by James Fmman. 

But the pastor's motion for recommital of 
the resolution failed as the denomination's 
president denied that the resolution was in
tended as "blanket endorsement" of the NCC 
and as others argued that the Church's ecu
menical position would be weakened by de
feat of the resolution. 

The resolution encouraged the general 
(national) and regional units of the denomi
nation "to interpret the work and promote 
the suppmt of the \:Vorld, National, State 
and Local Coundls of Churches." 

Individual congregations were asked to 
make "some contribution" to the work of the 
National and \\7orld Councils, and congrega
tions already supporting the councils were 
encouraged to increase their support by 50 
per cent or more over the next two years. 

The preamble to the resolution praised the 
NCC and \VCC as "both a source of en
couragement to the participating denomi
nations and a prophetic goad to renewal 
and deepened commihnent. 

"There is merit," the resolution continued, 
"in giving support to Christian enterprises 
which courageously witness in the midst of 
ambiguous situations in spite of some con
troversy and difference of opinion." It also 
noted that support for church councils "has 
not grown as rapidly as the opportunities for 
ecumenical mission, witness and service." 

The challenge to the resolution came from 
Dr. Lawrence \V. Bash, minister of the 
3,000-member Country Club Christian 
church in Kansas City, Mo. "It is highly 
doubtful," he argued, "that this assembly 
should give blanket approval to the actions 
of church councils since the National Coun-

cil of Churches agreed to discuss Mr. For
man's statement (the Black Manifesto)." 

"I think the leadership of the National 
Council of Churches needs to hear from de
nominational leaders about support for a 
program which is definitely Marxist," he 
continued. "I am not sure that the National 
Council is being responsive at this point." 

Dr. A. Dale Fiers, general minister and 
president of the Cluistian Church, quickly 
denied that the resolution was a "blanket 
endorsement" or that the NCC had endorsed 
Forman or the manifesto. (RNS) 

NATIONAL COUNCIL POLL 
REVEALS A MIXED IMAGE 

Although more than half of the American 
adults who know of the National Council of 
Churches disapprove of church involvement 
in social and political issues, 54.9 per cent 
approve of the NCC, a National Opinion 
Research Center poll indicates, while only 
22.0 per cent have an unfavorable opinion 
of it. 

This apparent contradiction and other in~ 
teresting facts were brought to light by the 
NORC poll taken last year and by a secon
dary analysis of the poll's data to be pub
lished August 29 by the NCC's Department 
of Research as a single document called 
"The Image of The National Council of 
Churches." 

Three questions were asked a representa
tive sample of the adult population of the 
U.S. 1) Have you ever heard or read any
thing about the NCC? 2) If "yes" in gen
eral, do you have a favorable or unfavorable 
impression of what it is h·ying to do? and 3) 
In general, do you approve or disapprove of 
the churches becoming involved in social 
and political issues such as the urban crisis, 
Vietnam and civil rights? 

Based on the smvey, it can be assumed 
that 60.3 per cent of the U.S. adult popu
lation has heard of the NCC. Among those 
who have knowledge of it, 54.9 per cent 
favor what it's h-ying to do, 22.0 per cent 
do not favor its aims, and 22.8 per cent do 
not know, the poll showed. 

The answers to the third question
whether or not one approves church involve
ment in social and political issues-brought 
58.5 per cent down on the disapproving 
side and 36.7 in favor of such action. 

Broken down into what kinds of people 
felt which way, the pollsters' data reveals 
that persons with annual income of $6,000 
or over were more likely to have heard of 
the council, while those with incomes in ex
cess of $10,000 were more likely to have a 
favorable opinion of what it is trying to do. 

The level of education of the respondent 
was directly related to knowledge of the 
council, with high school graduation being 
the major cutting point. Attitudes toward 
both the council and the churches' social 
involvement were also related to education 
levels: college graduation was the h1rning 
point here between unfavorable to favorable 
opinions. 

Although sex made little difference in 
knowledge of the council, women were 
more likely than men to have a favorable 
impression of its work and to approve of 
social issue orientation. 
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!\fore whites than non-whites have heard 
of the council but proportionately more non
whites approve of its involvement in social 
issues. Those in middle-years, 35-54, were 
more likely to know of it than younger or 
older people. The older people were more 
likely to disapprove and the younger, ap
prove of the social ministry of churches. 

Politically, more Republicans and Inde
pendents knew and approved of the council 
than Democrats, but Democrats were more 
likely to favor social action. 

Less Roman Catholics than Protestants 
had heard of it, quite naturally, but propor
tionately the R. C.s were more likely to ap
prove. Among Protestants, more Episcopal
ians, Presbyterians, Lutherans and members 
of the United Church of Cluist had heard 
of it than Methodists and Baptists. The 
Methodists joined tl1e fmmer in being more 
favorably impressed with its work than the 
Baptists and the Disciples of Christ. Other 
Protestants were "most unfavorable," the 
poll found. With few exceptions, those de
nominational persons in favor also approved 
of involvement in social issues. 

The more frequently respondents at
tended chmch, the more likely they were to 
have heard of the NCC. Yet the most regu
lar attenders were more unfavorable toward 
the council and uncertain about the pro
phetic role of the church. 

The analysis of the poll done by NCC re
searchers interprets its results by using five 
different categories through which it comes 
up with 44 hypotheses about who supports 
the NCC and church involvement in social 
issues. 

Interesting among the conclusions that it 
suggests is one which points to an "elite" 
group of suppoiters, called this because its 
combination of social-economic power and 
interest in social action separate it from 
other church-type persons. 

Two kinds of conflict groups were also 
identified as supporters: young adults who 
have some power and are generating conflict 
attain more and Negroes who are seeking 
to share fully in the reward system of so
ciety. 

The analysis also found that while the 
NCC is most visible and approved by home 
owners with high income and high educa
tional levels, people in sales, managerial and 
clerical positions have a less favorable im
pression than those in various professions. 

DISCIPLES CELEBRATE MERGER 
AT DENOMINATION'S BIRTHPLACE 

Cane Ridge, Kentucky, was the scene in 
1801 of one of the most far-reaching events 
in frontier religious history, and in August, 
1969, it was again alive with enthusiasm for 
a .landmark decision. 

Around the Cane Ridge church of the 
Rev. Barton Stone in 1801 some 20,000 per
sons gathered for a camp-meeting revival 
out of which came the Disciples of Christ. 

It was to the spot, and to the Meeting 
House, that the delegates of 80,000 black 
Disciples came to celebrate their decision to 
merge with the predominantly white Gen
eral Assembly. 

They arrived at the Cane Ridge shrine 
from nearby Lexington after ending the 53-
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year history of the National Christian Mis
sionary Convention, the black unit of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Clnist). 

It was an appropriate site for the oc
casion. Not only was Cane Ridge the seat of 
Barton Stone. It was in the cabin-like church 
that the first black Disciples evangelist was 
converted and freed to preach among his 
people. 

The slave's owner named him Alexander 
Campbell, after the man who stands along 
with Stone as the Disciples' founder. A mis
sionary group was set up to represent inter
ests in the General Assembly. 

The Cane Ridge service began with the 
hymn, "The Church Is One Foundation." 
vVhite persons present sat in the loft-as 
blacks once did. 

The Rev. Claude \Valker, black conven
tion vice-president, said in a prayer referring 
to the 1801 revival: "Lead us to joining to
gether even greater than that event. Even 
the tombstones call us to proclaim that even 
this church on earth belongs to God." 

The early Cane Ridge camp-meetings de
emphasized denominationalism, and ecu
menicity was a founding principle of the 
Disciples. 

Mr. 'Walker made a passionate plea for 
church union in his se1mon. 

"When we come here and share in being 
present, we should remember we are called 
to give up anything which would separate 
us," he said. "We need to reaffirm our com-

mitment ... to be dissolved into one body 
of Christ." 

l\fr. \Valker said there never should have 
been separate racial units among Disciples. 
"We didn't this day ask some people to sit 
in the balcony to be mean," he added. 

A plea for abolishment of denominational 
and racial lines was made by the preacher, 
who said the revival of 1801 needs to hap
pen again, "not in the same way, but in the 
same spirit." 

Then the people in the loft were asked 
to come down. Everyone went outside where 
the black and whites joined hands in a circle 
of friendship. (RNS) 

SOUTHERN BAPTISTS, JEWS 
AGREE ON SOCIAL ACTION 

Seventy Southern Baptist and Jewish 
scholars concluded a three-day meeting at 
Louisville, Kentucky, recently with a call for 
interreligious coordination to influence gov
ernment on social issues. 

The scholars asked the conference co
clrni1men-Dr. Joseph R. Estes of the South
ern Baptist Convention's Home Mission 
Board and Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, di
rector of the American Jewish Committee's 
Interreligibus Affairs Department-to ex
plore the possibilities of an ad hoc committee 
of key leaders in the Catholic, Jewish and 
Protestant communities for the purpose. 

Another resolution called for a Joint Bap
tist-Jewish effort to defend the religious lib-
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crty of Baptists and Jews in the Soviet Union 
and other countries "where religious perse
cution still prevails." 

A separate resolution declared that 
churches and synagogues have a "moral re
sponsibility" to become involved in seeking 
solutions to today's social problems, and 
criticized the U.S. government's spending 
$80 billion annually for military defense 
while not meeting adequately the problems 
raised by poverty. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum charged that the white 
Christian and Jewish communities have been 
"gutless" in speaking out on national priori
ties, but urged that the religious community 
should not be sold short on its ability to 
make significant social changes. 
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URBAN COALITION COUNCIL 
ASSESSES WELFARE PROGRAM 

The Urban Coalition Action Council 
praised President Nixon "for moving to cor
rect the serious deficiencies" of the cmTent 
welfare system, but listed several major ways 
it felt the welfare revision could be im
proved. 

The Action Council is the legislative lobby 
for the Urban Coalition. Because the coali
tion-a national amalgam of civic, business, 
minority and religious leaders-is tax ex
empt, it cannot take political stands. 

Among the ways of sh·engthening the new 
welfare system proposed by the President, 
the Action Council suggested: 

-Raising the level of minimum income, 
giving relief to states and cities overlmr
dened by welfare payments, and including 
single people and couples without chil
dren; 

-Not forcing mothers of children over 6 
years of age to register for work and h·ain
ing; 

-Making sure that the food stamp pro
gram is curtailed only as cash payments ap
proach the minimum necessa1y to lift a 
family out of poverty; 

-Establishing programs to create jobs 
and working out explicit federal standards 
governing the referral of people to com
panies that might hire them and the wages 
that they would be paid; 

-Guaranteeing that present welfare re
cipients do not end up with less money than 
they are now receiving. 

The Presidential plan, said the Action 
Council, was "significant" in that it would 
help millions of working poor now ignored 
by the welfare system and would provide in
come for unemployed parents seeking work 
or training, "thus keeping families together." 

The Council's statement also praised the 
Nixon plan for removing the "barrier to 
work . . . which is a gross defect of the 
present system" and for introducing a "posi
tive incentive" for individuals to enter the 
job market. 

The Nixon program, the statement con
tinued, takes "the eno1mously impo1tant step 
of accepting Federal responsibility to place 
a floor under the income of those eligible for 
assistance." (RNS) 

INJUNCTION SOUGHT TO BAR 
PENTAGON GRAPE PURCHASES 

Cesar Chavez's sh·iking United Fmm 
'Workers has filed federal suit for an injunc
tion prohibiting the U.S. Defense Depart
ment from purchasing grapes in excess of its 
1967 orders. 

The union's lawyer, Marty Garbus of New 
York, accused the Department of being the 
"buyer of last resort of scab grapes" and 
"deliberately" attempting to break the sh·ike 
and boycott of the Faim Workers. 

The suit filed in the Federal District Court 
of Washington, D.C. alleges that the De
fense Department has violated its own regu
lations to remain neutral in labor disputes 
and that its purchase of grapes .for the pres
ent year will amount to 16 million pounds 
as compared with 6.9 million pounds last 
year. 

The union has been conducting a nation-

wide boycott of table grapes in an effort to 
gain recognition as the bargaining agent of 
migrant farm workers. 

The boycott effort, which has received the 
support of many church groups and clergy
men, has brought about a 20 percent reduc
tion in grape sales in the 36 largest cities of 
the country, according to union spokesmen, 
and a 40 percent reduction of such sales in 
New York City. 

Melvin Laird, U.S. Secretary of Defense, 
was named the defendent in the suit which 
is seeking a preliminmy injunction prohibi
ting the department from making purchases 
in excess of their 1967 orders, the year the 
boycott was begun. (RNS) 

GOD'S ACTION IN WORLD 
PREOCCUPIES THEOLOGIANS 

Forceful arguments to the effect that God 
is not only living but powe1folly active in 
contempora1y hist01y were advanced at an 
11-day conference in Oxford, England of 
prominent theologians-mostly Methodist
from all pmts of the world. 

Altogether, more than 100 theologians 
took part in the August conference, the 
fourth meeting of the Oxford Institute of 
Methodist Theological Studies. The Institute 
was conceived in 1958, with the encourage
ment of the World Methodist Council, as an 
attempt to make a positive Methodist con
h·ibution to the universal Church and the 
ecumenical movement. 

Meetings were held both in Lincoln Col
lege and the "Wesley Memorial church on 
tlle theme, The Living God. On tl1e last day 
a summing-up address was given by Dr. 
Rupe1t E. Davies, Principal of the Wesley 
College, Bristol, who will be Britian's Meth
odist Conference president in 1970. He de
clared: 

"This meeting of the Institute is now 
finishing, but it cannot be said to have 
reached a clearly definable conclusion. Not 
very much has been said to confi1m the 
opinion held by some that God is dead. 

"On the contrary, there has run through 
the conference a conviction that God is 
powerfully active in contempora1y histo1y 
and not least in the revolutions and protests 
which are changing society in a direction not 
yet discernible. 

"Nor has tl1ere been a disposition to deny 
that God was active supremely in Jesus 
Christ; or even that He is still active in the 
Church, for all the obstacles put in His way 
by our antiquated structures and privilege
ridden establishments." 

Dr. Davies went on to say that near this 
point tl1e consensus of the participating theo
logicans tended to break up, and he posed a 
whole series of questions such as: Who is 
God and how shall we speak about Him? Is 
He so mysterious tlmt we had best speak of 
Christ only? What is Truth? What is the 
Bible? And what is Theology? 

The conference brought together leading 
Methodist theologians from several coun
tries, including the Scandinavian Bishop 
Odd Hagen, President of the World Meth
odist Council, Dr. Theodore Runyon of 
Emmy University, Atlanta, Ga., and Dr. 
Paul Hessert of Garrett Theological Semi-
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nary, Evanston, Ill. 
Homan Catholic observers attended for 

the first time, while a noted Anglican 
speaker was Bishop Ian Hamsey of Durham, 
one of the Church of England's leading 
theologians. 

In his address, Dr. Hessert indicated two 
channels of theological discussion in respect 
to God-"process theology," which was an 
~tte1~1pt to recre~~e nah1ral theology, and 
radical theology. 

According to Dr. Hessert, Dr. Davies re
ported, process theology "recognized the 
need of establishing at the outset a God
category with which to work-and that if 
the category was wide enough to include a 
Christology in the first place, no Chr:istology 
was necessary; while if it was not, no Chris
tology was possible. 

"Hadical theology meant the rejection of 
natural theology and complete concentra
tion on God as he is revealed in Jesus Christ. 
This meant the virtual elimination of the 
category of the living God. 

"The danger of such a theology was that 
it tended to divinize the values of the con
temporary world and call them Christ. 
Nevertheless, such a theology needed careful 
attention. It was, in effect, a focusing of 
theology, not on God, but on the mediator 
to God, Jesus Christ, conceived not histmi
cally, bu.t as engaged in specific action. In 
fact, on this view he is action. 

"Such theology takes various fo1ms. 
Christ may appear as a zealot, as the or
ganizer of a revolution. Thus student protest 
or black power is given a theological status; 
the Negroes of America are the oppressed 
in every age, and the Christian is one who is 
with Christ for them, and Cluist's action is 
the revolution." 

Another American approach to this ques
fion was taken by Dr. Thomas Ogletree of 
Chicago who, according to Dr. Davies, 
argued that the right method of theology is 
not to get the Gospel clear and then apply it, 
but to discover the Gospel by engaging in 
Christian action. 

METHODIST PREACHER SUSPENDED 
FOR ATTACKING CATHOLICISM 

D. vV. Taylor, a master plasterer and 
Methodist preacher in Shipley, England, has 
been suspended from his church appoint
ment because he refused to stop attacking 
doch·ines of other churches, especially 
Roman Catholic. 

The suspension, rare in Methodism, was 
ordered by the Rev. C. E. G. Henman, a 
Methodist superintendent in Yorkshire. It 
was recommended by the local preachers' as
sociation. Mr. Taylor, who has been preach
ing for nine years, was also said to attack 
prominent religious leaders. 

!\fr. Taylor has a right to appeal lo the 
national Methodist Conference. 

The preacher said he would not reverse 
his position, claiming he did not advocate 
anything contrary to Methodist doctrine. 
Criticism of Catholicism, he stated, is sanc
tioned by the w1itings of John \Vesley, 
founder of Methodism. 

He expressed the fear that his Church was 
"drifting towards Home." (HNS) 
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His Eminence Joseph Diangiendo, spiritual head of tlie 3-million-member Ch11rch of Cl1rist 
on eartl1 by the Propl1et Simon Kimbangu of Congo (Kinshasa), is greeted, at top, by some 
of the Kimba11g11ist faithful at Nkamba-Jernsalem, the spiritual center of the Kimba11g11 
Chmch. The 'Vorld Council of Clwrcl1es' Central Comittee at its Canterbury, England meet
ing approved vVCC membership for tl1e African Church. At bottom is the mausoleum where 
the Prophet Simon Kimbangu, founder of the Clmrcl1, is buried. Joseph Diangienda is tl1e 
youngest son of tlie Prophet Simon. 

RADIO STATION VETOES 
CHURCH-SPONSORED SHOW 

A program in a Protestant-sponsored radio 
series was rejected by vVABC Badia in New 
York City for being "too political." Inter
views with the head of the Catholic Peace 
Fellowship and a United Methodist Bishop 
were to have been featured. 

Cancellation of the show was confinned 
by the Bev. Heuben Gums, director of radio 
and television for the Council of Churches 
of the City of New York, producer of the 
weekly "The Sound of the City." 

The action was taken by the local ABC 
affiliate primarily because of statements by 
Bishop James Annstrong, head of the United 
Methodist Dakotas Area, on the Vietnam sit
uation, according lo a "'ABC attorney. 

Mr. Gums said the station retained the 
right to audition programs and decide on 
usage in accordance with ABC policy. 

Bishop A1mstrong was one of eight Amer-

icans who went on a fact-finding tour to 
South Vietnam in the early summer. He
marks critical of the present Saigon govern
ment and the American position in Vietnam 
had earlier been made at a press conference 
and presented in testimony to a U.S. Senate 
sub-committee. 

His position was that the South Viet
namese government is not representative of 
the people of that land. He expressed sur
prise at the \VABC cancellation and called it 
a "denial of freedom." 

Tom Cornell, national secretary of the 
Catholic Peace Fellowship, was to have dis
cussed draft card burning and his experience 
during a six-month jail sentence for destroy
ing his card. 

Mr. Gums said he felt the cancellation 
"came close to censorship" since the objec
tion was basically to Bishop Armstrong's 
evaluation of the Vietnam political situation. 

(HNS) 
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DEALING IN HOPE 
By ELIZABETH WATSON 

The Call to Prayer and Self-Denial goes out to all 
United Methodist women in October to join in prayer, 
study and sacrificial giving for the fulfilment of God's 
plan in a troubled world. 

It continues the YVorld Service Day and the Denomina
tional Day of Prayer of the Women's Society of vVorld 
Service of The Evangelical United Brethren Church and 
the \Veek of Prayer and Self-Denial of the Woman's So
ciety of Christian Service of The Methodist Church. 

For decades the Call has been an instrument by which 
women of the church have been dealing in hope. From 
the very first it has had a powerful appeal. The first offer
ing, to undergird missions, was nearly seven thousand 
dollars. In the time of unification of three Methodist 
branches, 1941-42, the offering had risen to $113,400. As 
of May, 1968, the offering was up to $645,912. 

\~There does all this money go? It is carefully desig
nated, far in advance of the October observance. Every 
jurisdiction is represented on the committee that selects 
the recipients, and the various areas of mission work 
are given their turns at receiving portions of this offering. 

Whenever a Methodist center or project is placed upon 
the Call to Prayer rolls, it is a time of rejoicing for all 
concerned. ~Thy? Because this fund is an over-and-above 
fund. This means that it is in addition to the regular chal
nels of giving in the Board of Missions. In a way, it is 
e:rtra money. It goes for purposes that could not be ful
filled in regular appropriations or budgets. During past 
years Call to Prayer projects have included wiring, re
pairs, wings and even buildings, furnishings, literature, 
evangelistic programs, scholarships, supplies, leadership 
training for women, and a great many other objectives. 
Sometimes the objectives are purposely left a bit vague, 
so as to allow leeway in the allocating of the funds. 

This year the offering is to go for automobiles and 
trucks and mobile chapels in the home field or, in the 
language of the report, "equipment and vehicles for 
church and community workers in town and country;" 
and "property improvement in community centers." 

In World Missions the offering designated for overseas 
missions will go for "rural life training ministries." 
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Perhaps these tenns sound rather indefinite, but they 
are meant to include (according to the World Division 
report) very definite items. Some of these items are 
machines for drilling wells ( m1d according to the United 
Methodist Committee for Overseas Relief, "a well means 
life to a village"), diesel pumps, pipes, and other equip
ment. Included also are scholarships to Methodist agri
cultural students. Some workers and some preachers of 
India are being sent to Japan for further training in rural 
development. 

The Rural Development Center in Vikarabad has been 
growing the new hybrid grains for three years, getting up 
to three times the State average yield with old varieties. 

There are rural life centers also in Pakistan, Malaysia, 
Congo, Costa Rica, Mexico, and Latin America. 

"It is imperative," says the World Division of the 
Board "not only to feed the hungry, but also to end hunger 
itself.'' 

It is the belief of those who are assigned in. the home 
field to church and community work that they should be 
concerned for the welfare of all the people in their com
munities, and that the church should be an integral pa1t 
of the community. 

Eighty-nine United Methodist church-and-community 
workers work in thirty-eight Conferences, criss-crossed in 
the United States from Canada to Mexico. 

Obviously, rural work involves being able to get around 
the countryside. The average mileage for these eighty
nine persons is more than a thousand miles per month. 
And obviously the cars, bookmobiles, trucks, jeeps, and 
other vehicles are not going to run merely on faith. In 
addition to transp01ting persons from place to place, 
filmstrips, movie projectors, books, leaflets, blackboards, 
and other materials and supplies must be taken to 
churches and other meeting points. 

So substantial and so satisfying is the vVeek of Prayer 
(now called the Call to Prayer) that United Methodist 
women have kept it going through all the changes in or
ganization, including the 1968 union of The Methodist 
Church with the E. U. B. Church. 

The last week of October is the time especially desig
nated for the observance of the Call to Prayer and Self
denial, but Guilds and Societies are free to choose any 
time of the year to have this program and appeal. 

The Call to Prayer offers women of United Methodism 
an opportunity to find new joys in giving, new joys in ex
pressing thanks, and new joys in extending the mission of 
the Church. 

Following is an appropriate prayer to use in private or 
group observances: 

"O merciful and compassionate 
God, giver of manifold blessings, 
grant to us open hearts that we, 
deeply mindful of these things 
so needful, both at home and 
abroad, may act with keenest sym
pathy and humility, in love. 
In Christ's name we offer our 
prayers and gifts. Amen." 
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Traditio11 
witl1 a flair 

Add distinction to your church sanctuary with this modern 
altar set. Designed in a graceful style that retains traditional 
dignity, beauty and substance. Each piece is fashioned by 
skilled craftsmen from carefully polii;hed solid brass and flaw
lessly har:~ finished with a baked-on protective coating that 
retards tarnish and the discoloration of age . The 30" cross has 
a high luster with a ~:{' satin finish bar overlay arul a unique 
satin silver plate IHS emblem. The 12" candlesticks and 121/.t" 
vases are highly polished . The quality of this lovely altar set 
is unmistakable. 
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included in set price. Shpg. wt., 27 lbs. 
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CROSS. 30" high : 2" wide. Base. 10" round. Shpg. wt., 13 lbs. 
SB-240-0V Each, $125.00 

CANDLESTICKS. 12" high. l1 i;'' socket. Shpg. wt., 6 lbs., per 
pair. 
SB-241 Pair, $85.00 

VASES. 12 1/4" high, 6" round base. Aluminum liners. Shpg. wt., 
8 lbs. per pair. 
SB-242 Pair, $110.00 

Order from the Cokesbury Regional Service Center serving your area: 

1910 Main Street Fifth and Groce Streets 1661 North Northwest Hwy. 
Dallas, Texas 75221 Richmond, Vo. 23216 Pork Ridge, Ill . 60068 
1600 Queen Anne Rood 201 Eighth Avenue, South 85 McAllister Street 
Teaneck, N. J. 07666 Nashville, Tenn. 37202 Son Francisco, Calif. 94102 

Shop in person at these Cokesbury Stores: 
Atlanta • Baltimore • Birmingham • Boston • Chicago • Cincinnati • Dallas 

Dayton • Detroit • Harrisburg • Houston • Kansas City • Los Angeles 
Nashville • New York • Pittsburgh • Richmond • Son Francisco • Scottie 


