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Tiny hands can reach so little. They hold even less. 
What can he reach for in Pakistan? The food he lifts 

to an eager mouth is often so meager that his body's 
growth is stunted. 

Baby fingers like these reach out so often in danger, 
too. Drawing back, they bring with them the disease 
of unsanitary homes and fatal illnesses that vaccina
tions might prevent. 

But in Karachi at the Maternity and Child Health 
Center, hands stretch out to him. Careful examinations 
quickly detect disease. And prompt treatment cures ills 
that fatally strike others in his poverty-ridden city. 

Those hands stretch out to his mother as well. Show
ing her how to keep her home disease-free by good 
health practices. And giving vital information so that 
the next baby will come when she wants it. 

Hundreds of tiny hands reach out today in Karachi. 
Will you extend yours in response? A gift of $50 will 

help meet costs of a baby born at the clinic. Your $25 
will assist in the 21 weekly calls to homes of new 
mothers . And $5 can provide supplies for the 85 daily 
clinic patients. 

Your hand, with others, can provide the $2,500 
needed each year through Advance Specials. Designate 
your gift PROJECT OF THE MONTH-MATERNITY 
AND CHILD HEALTH CENTER, KARACHI. Send it to: 

Treasurer, The United Methodist Board of Missions 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, New York 10027 

Project of the Month features child-care programs 
from around the world . For other Advance Special sug
gestions, write to : 

Advance Office 
The United Methodist Board of Missions 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, New York 10027 
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J How do you celebrate a birthday, particu-
1 larly a hundred-and-flftieth birthday? That 
i is what we are doing this month. vVe are 

. I 
marking the 150th anniversary of the found
ing of the flrst Methodist missionary society 
in this nation. 

Our solution was to look ahead, not back. 
\Ve asked m1ss10n historian Tremayne 
Copplestone to write about the event in 
1819. With that as background, our other 
writers are casting an eye to the future-to 
that popular date for speculation, the year 
2000. 

The date itself is in-elevant, except for 
man's passion for dividing life into neat 
categories like centuries. 

\Ve have tried to look at the future from 
several related angles. First, what will the 
church be like in 2000? We have asked 
several leading theologians for their opin
ions as to future trends. Not unexpectedly, 
they do not agree but their opinions make 
for lively reading. In this same area, there 
is a look at what worship may be like in 
an age of technology. 

The age of technology sets the theme for 
articles dealing with society in the year 
2000. It was our assumption that the way 
people worked and lived would influence 
the great social questions such as war and 
peace, race, poverty and affiuence. As a 
result, we have focused on the technological 
revolution and its effects on our lives. Nancy 
Sartin warns us of some of the dangers of 
uncontrolled technology and examines some 
of the steps she feels we must take. Miss 
Sartin, who is a writer for Kerygma Fea
tures, has made a thorough study of this 
fleld. 

David Graham, a student of the teclmo
logical society, shows us what we can 
accomplish by control of technology if we 
are willing to make the effort. Finally, Amy 
Lee reports on some of the United Nations 
projections for the future. 

In our third category, the mission of the 
church, we asked the top executives of the 
Board of Missions of the United Methodist 
Church to take a look ahead in the areas for 
which they bear responsibility. 

Finally, as a perspective for the entire 
issue, there is the cosmic event that we 
celebrate this month. Miss Hooper looks at 
Easter in the light of the future as well as 
in terms of the present and past. 

Our cover this month also illustrates the 
theme of resun-ection-in a natural setting 
hut pointing to the miracle of Easter. 

Photo Credits 
Pp. 8, 10, 12, 14, 30, 32, 34, 37, 38, from "2001: 

A Space Odyssey," Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
P. 9, C. Mitchell Studio 
P. 10, Union Seminary 
Pp. 11, 12, Sam Tamashiro 
Pp. 13, 27, Photo Trends 
Pp. 16, 17, Stan Vanderbeek 
Pp. 18-19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 28, John Mast 
P. 23, Minoru Aoki from lnSight 
P. 33, Toge Fujihira, United Methodist Missions 
P. 39, Three Lions 
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LETTERS 
HEARTY COMMENDATION 

Just a note lo express hearty commendation 
for the editorial entitled "A Corporation Is Not 
a Community" in your January issue. 

I think we all arc concerned that the strnc
ture of the church be such that it can lrnly 
minister in our day, but the precautions you 
have mentioned arc certainly in order. 

\VALTEll N. VEHNON 
Board of Education, Nashville, Tenn. 

"WHERE HAS HE BEEN?" 
I was more than riled at the writer of the 

lead letter in February issue of \VonLD OuT
LOOK, "For Portuguese Africa." He wrote: "The 
terrorists fight in a manner which can be only 
described as totally inhuman." 

Where has he been, all those six years he 
says he's lived in Africa? 

It is the Portuguese who have been inhuman, 
in their treatment of our missionaries in Angola 
back in 1961, and in the way they killed off 
the trained, educated leaders. 

A special thank you for the article, "Freedom 
for lvlozambiquc," by Frances Thomson, which 
appeared in " 'onLD OUTLOOK, March, 1968. 

lvhLDllED E. CumsTENSON 
\Vorccstcr, Massachusetts 

ERRORS IN THE EAGLE 
I always appreciate the forward look and ap

pealing approach of \VonLD OUTLOOK, though 
sometimes it appears that its contributors have 
climbed on the bandwagon of a popular move
ment-much-needed social reform around the 
world-and have lost a little of the true per
spective .... 

I am going to run the risk of being called a 
reactionary by calling attention to what, to me, 
seem grave errors in Dana S. Green's "The 
Eagle Scatters His Nest" in the December issue. 

It is not right to assume, as he docs, that a 
military government is always worse than any 
other, that it is always on the side of the elite, 
of vested interests. History docs not prove this. 
Democracy can only work if it is built upon a 
moral quality in society, if liberty is responsible 
and license is curbed by social pressures. \Vhcre 
moral social pressures arc lacking other pres
sures must be brought to bear upon society if 
justice is to be achieved. 

\Vhcn we speak of the high cost of the mili
tary, we must remember that military functions 
in Brazil include, and have included for long 
years under democratic regimes, the work of 
ordinary police as well as much construction of 
public works. Present expenditures arc not be
ing justified on the hypothesis of a supposed 
invasion but on the need to maintain a climate 
for construction and progress. . .. 

The present government of Brazil is con
cerned with reform. To make it the defender 
of vested interests is entirely one-sided. The 
military is between the rcfon11ists and the 
vested interests. 

In one respect 1fr. Green is correct. The 
situation in Latin America is critical. But to lay 
the blame at the door of the present govern
ment, or the U.S. government, is extremely 
short-sighted and one-sided. 

LAWHENCE A. BnowN ( UMM) 
Mafra, Sta., Catarina, Brazil 

0 0 0 0 0 

In your December, Hl68, issue you published 
an article, "The Eagle Scatters His Nest," by 
Dana Green. 

Dr. Green is my personal friend, lmt in my 
opinion he has, like so many people, been in
fluenced by tl1c skillful propaganda which 
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blames the U.S.A. for all the evils of the world. 
Such propaganda has been greatly successful 
in its aim of giving that nation a guilt complex. 

jUSTO GONZALEZ 
Alajuela, Costa Rica 

"A BROADENING GAP" 
There has been a broadening gap between 

Methodist leadership and the main body of 
Methodists. 

While most Methodists have great confidence 
with the local pastors, confidence with \higher 
church officials is deteriorating badly. The 
article, "China's Cultural Revolution, Some 
External Factors," by John Swomlcy, in your 
January issue, is indicative of why this de
terioration is taking place. The tone of this 
article is summed up in a heading on page 20: 
"Impact of Escalation in Vietnam." This leaves 
the reader with tl1c impression that tl1e U nitcd 
States is the prime problem in Vietnam. At the 
time of the escalation, the U.S. had two de
cisions to choose from: escalate or get out. The 
initial escalation was the Russia-China-North 
Vietnam combination. 

I don't like tl1c war, either, but until a real 
solution evolves, I shall not condemn those in 
authority. 

c. M. REDMAN 
Las Cruces, New Mexico 

BOY EVANGELISTS IN LIBERIA 
Since 1963 we have had a program of send

ing Bible teams out into the villages during the 
school vacation. 

The boys who teach the children have 
finished our Junior High, and have gone on to 
further schooling. 

The program has a threefold purpose: to 
acquaint village children with the love of God 
through Jesus Christ; to train Christian boys to 
be effective teachers and workers in the church; 
and to provide them with job opportunities. 
Many young Christian students have great 
financial problems. 

The boys spend one week in intensive train
ing, learning games and songs, crafts, sermons 
and stories. 

Not all the reports from the programs tl10 
boys put on in the villages arc good. In some 
villages the adults do not cooperate, will not 
come to evening services, and send the children 
to the farms to work. Yet invariably, when the 
boys fill out their reports and come to the 
question slw11ld we send a team tliere next year? 
the answer is yes. Their reason? "Because the 
childr~n loved it so, and begged us not to 
leave. 

Mns. ]Ai.ms D. HANKINS (MM) 
Canta United Methodist Mission 
c/o College of West Africa, Monrovia 
Liberia 

EASTER IN BOLIVIA 
Easter last year was our first Easter in 

'Narisata. In our Holy \\leek meetings a man 
declared: "I don't want to drink any more. I 
need to conquer the power of alcohol in my 
life, and in my family. I want to put away 
everything that represents the old life. Christ 
has given me the strength to change, and the 
hope of a new life in Him." 

About 180 persons, for three days of Holy 
\\leek, attended the annual interdenominational 
meetings of our district which came to \Varisata 
for the first time. Our new evangelistic tent 
was put to use for these meetings. 

Several persons publicly declared their new
found faith, and were gladly heard. This type 
of meeting is popular and mc;mingfol among 
Aymara Protestants of the Altiplano. 

Milton and Ruth Ann Robinson (MM) 
Casilla 1409, La Paz, Bolivia 

TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW IN INDIA 
\Ve took advantage of an opportunity that 

came our way to visit two new industries near 
Baroda. \Ve were amazed at the modern equip
ment and methods of these plants. Baroda is a 
fast-growing center of diversified industries, in
cluding plants that make textile and precision 
bearings, a large tractor and bulldozer factory, 
and the largest fertilizer factory in India. 

'vVe learned that in virtually all these places 
the boys of our Technical Institute hold key 
positions. The managers of the new industries 
arc interested in men who know how to work 
a lathe and milling machine. 

As we entered one of tl1c plants, tl1c man
ager said: "I need five of your (Tcclmical In
stitute) boys right away." 

The All-India Methodist Technical Commit
tee is working with our Methodist Technical 
Institute on a plan to expand its facilities. 

DAVID B. 13AU~IAN (MM) 
Methodist Mission, Baroda 2, Gujarat 
India 

WATER MAKES INDIAN VILLAGE BLOOM 
I made a trip clear down to the tip of India, 

Cape Con11orin, to sec some of tl1c persons 
involved in food-for-work projects in that area. 
I visited a village near Hyderabad, where peo
ple, two years ago, were actually starving. Now, 
with the food-for-work projects going, they 
have brought irrigation water to the village, 
with a 3-milc channel. Drinking water comes 
in an overhead tank, with piping to 12 outlets. 

The people have built a town hall, a fivc
room school, a craft and recreation center, and 
46 houses for the sweepers-all with our proj
ect, plus funds locally raised. 

This village is now called a model village. 
The story of how tl1c people have overcome 
party jealousies and old prejudices during these 
two years would, in itself, provide enough ma
terial for a book. 

DoN Ruc11 (MM) 
13-91 Defense Colony, New Delhi -3, India 

AUTONOMY IN SARAWAK 
Sarawak's Metl1odist Church became au

tonomous in August, 1968. \\Tith this step, it is 
hoped tlrnt tl1e stigma of being a "foreign 
church" will be forever removed. 

Autonomy will doubtless also result in many 
other changes-in leadership, programming, 
perhaps in emphasis. \Ve trust that there will 
be fortl1coming a greater sense of urgency to
ward moving out into new areas of the country, 
and a greater sense of stewardship and more 
opportunity for youtl1 to assume roles of leader
ship. 

DonoTJI\' AND LEIGHTON 'WIANT ( lv!M) 
l\fothodist Office, PO Box 155, Bukit Lan 
Sibu, Sarawak, Malaysia 

CARAVANS IN COSTA RICA 
Under tl1c auspices of the Evangelical Al

liance of Costa Rica, tl1c caravan program in
cludes medical and dental services, technical 
aid to formers, literacy help, home improvement 
instruction, children's Bible classes, and educa
tional films. 

More than 75 caravans have been made, with 
the cooperation of 300 professional people, who 
have given tl1cir services free. In the first 9 
months of 1968, seventeen caravans conducted 
8,918 medical consultations, pulled teeth for 
3,937 people, and aided 2,237 in the field of 
agriculture. Several ministries and departments 
of the government have made valuable contri
butions tl1rough the loan of personnel and 
vehicles, and through the donation of med
icines and materials. 

ANITA AND \VAnEEN HonNuNG (Ml\!) 
Casilla 67, Santiago, Chile 
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A RUMOR OF ANGELS, by Peter L. 
Berger. New York, 1969; Doubleday and 
Co., 129 pages, $4.50. 

Can a person face the difficult questions 
of truth in religion while capitulating 
neither to the spirit of the age and its every 
fad nor to the defiant attitude of an under
ground cell? 

The answer in this book is "Yes." 
Peter Berger is clearly disturbed by the 

tendency of modem theologians to hitch 
1 their wagons to whatever secular star is 

currently brightest in the firmament, to 
; make timeliness a greater virtue than truth. 

"Dean Inge," he notes, "once remarked that 
a man who marries the spirit of the age 
soon finds himself a widower." For example, 
it was only three years ago that Harvey 
Cox was inviting us to, in Berger's words, 
"celebrate the advent of modem urbanism 
as if it were some sort of divine revelation. 
Only a few years later it is difficult to rouse 
much enthusiasm for this particular bit of 
'timely' wisdom .... Right now very few 
people in America are in a mood to cele
brate much of anything in their city." 
Relevance, ~.e says, "is a very fragile busi
ness at best. 

The intellectual task unde1taken by these 
theologians is translation, that is, traditional 
religious affirmations are translated into 
whatever modem spirit of the age is cur
rent. The great names of modern theology, 
of course, fit info this scheme, most notably 
Tillich's method of correlation and Bult
mann's "demythologization" program. The 
latest connect theology with evolution. 

The problem here, says Berger, is that 
the past out of which the religious tradition 
comes is relativized in terms of whatever 
socio-historical mood is chosen, but the 
wesent remains immune from rclativization. 
"The New Testament writers are seen as 
afflicted with a false consciousness rooted in 
their time, but the contemporary analyst 
takes the consciousness of his time as an 
unmixed intellectual blessing." 

Another problem is that the "secularized 
Christianity" that results from this exercise 
has trouble proving that there is any bene
fit in the addition of a religious label to the 
secular package. "Why should one buy 
psychotherapy or racial liberalism in a 
'Christian' package, when the same com
modities are available under purely secular 
and for that very reason even more modern
istic labels?" 

On the other hand, Berger has no use for 
the attitude of defiance toward the pres
sures of a pluralistic society, the "stiff upper 
lip, a steadfast refusal to 'go native,' a (lit
erally or otherwise) pontifical insouciance 
about the opinions of mankind." Such an at
titude has an increasingly difficult time in a 
world that stresses the open market place of 
ideas. 

Nor is Berger about to recommend a 
deductive theology based on revelation or 
a return to a theology that emphasizes the 
centrality of Christ (in the sense that Christ 
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is a once-and-for-all given in the life of Jesus 
of Nazareth). He admits that the position 
he docs come up with is close to "those 
Christian heresies that de-emphasized the 
historical Jesus as against the cosmic Christ, 
redeemer of all possible worlds." In short, 
the Christology he hints at is something 
less than clear. It may even be something 
less than Christian. 

But the real reason why one should read 
this book has less to do with its trenchant 
criticisms of faddish and/or esoteric theol
ogy than with its ringing and positive af
firmations. Berger believes that it is possible 
to speak of the transcendent and the super
natural in the 20th Century. There arc 
"signals of transcendence," aspects of human 
life that affirm a reality that transcends 
human everyday "reality." The nature of 
the 20th century is such that these signals 
have been practically reduced to rumors and 
belief is difficult. But if we earnestly follow 
up these "rumors" we will discover a God 
who is "totally other and yet accessible in 
human experience, in whom faith will see 
the foundation of order, justice, and com
passion in the world.'' Such signals are to be 
found, says Berger, in many ordinary human 
experiences: the desire for order in life 
(the illustration of a mother comforting her 
baby and saying "everything is all right" is 
especially appealing), the experiences of 
hope and joy, the quality of humor and 
the experience of horror-these are signals 
that point to a reality beyond themselves. 

Berger's book argues convincingly for 
a "rediscovery of the supernatural" and for 
a religious perspective of one's age and 
time. It should be meaningful for those who 
are annoyed and suspicious of the direction 
of "secular theology" and who are also un
comfortable with dogmatic generalities and 
esoteric exclusivism. 

C.E.B. 

STABILITY AND CHANGE: Good News 
for an Anxious Generation, by Georgia 
Harkness. Nashville, 1969: Abingdon 
Press, 160 pages, $3.00. 

Certainly stability is one of the needed 
ingredients of change in this restless age. 

Stability and Change is good news for 
an anxious generation. 'Written by one of 
our leading churchwomen-a well-known 
writer, lecturer, and professor of applied 
theology-it provides another reason for 
calling Dr. Harkness one of America's lead
ing religious thinkers. 

This book is for those who are seriously 
concerned with the Christian aspects of 
change in an age of violence. That its ideas 
are expressed in the easy language of the 
layman, without resort to obscure theolog
ical jargon, makes it all the more welcome. 

Dr. Harkness' comments include "the 
good news of God for the renewal of the 
church"; the "Bible's message for tl1is day"; 
and "prayer for twentieth century man." 

Her direct and quick analyses of the new 
theologies and the "new morality" are en
lightening, if not as encouraging as her 
comments on the action of the church in 
the world today. TI1e book ends on a note 
of conditional hope-"Toward a theology of 

social t:hangc." 
Stability and Change is dedit:ated to "the 

oncoming generation, for it is they who 
must carry forward the abiding elements 
of the Christian gospel amid the conditions 
of the unborn future. Disturbed though they 
often are by the nature of the world they 
have inherited, I do not despair of them," 
writes Dr. Harkness. "Their zeal for a bet
ter world is high, and there is ground to 
stand on if they 'viii find it. Such stability is 
finally grounded not in changing social 
structures, though these are of no slight im
portance, but in the vision of the young man 
of Galilee who died, still young, outside a 
city wall.'' 

Considering the human suffering and dis
integration which is apparent on every 
hand, Dr. Harkness frankly acknowledges 
that "the greater part of human suffering 
is the result of human sin, carelessness and 
indifference to the rights, the needs, and 
the feelings of others .... In keeping with 
the ancient biblical injunction to 'fill the 
earth and subdue it' and to 1iave dominion' 
over the things of nature," Dr. Harkness 
believes, "it is man's calling to tum both 
social and natural forces to human good 
in a world in which creativitv continues. 

"Our main concern, howev~r. is not to 
try to explain why the world is as it is, but 
to examine the good news of God for living 
in it.'' 

Although she does not advocate surrender 
to either the left \ving "God Is Dead" the
ologians of Christian atheism, such as Ham
ilton or Altizer, or to the right wing radicals 
who borrow freeh• from Tillich, Bultmann, 
and Bonhoeffcr, Dr. Harkness believes that 
the constructive influence of these new 
theologians is that they disclose "the extent 
to which traditional forms of Christian 
thought have failed to alter the attitudes of 
church people. 

Dr. Harkness considers secularism a most 
serious rival of Christianity, however, and 
gives as her first reason its idolatry of "so 
many good things in the world of today" 
which compete with the worship of God and 
the demands of morality and love and 
service for one's fellowmen. 

"In view of various factors, secularism, in 
spite of all that is good in its attention to the 
world around us, remains a rival to his
torical Christian faith.'' 

Dr. Harkness demands no conformity to 
any outwom patterns. In fact she quotes 
from Emerson's essay, "Self Reliance": 
'"Whoso would be a man must be a non
conformist," and this, she says, does "not 
mean nonconformity for its own sake. . . . 
Seldom has t11e conscience of America been 
so stin·ed to self-examination as by the 
assassination of :Martin Luther King, Jr .... , 
a man of great courage . . . , a man of 
great faith who took seriously the call to 
Christian nonconfo1mitv. 

"The prime necessity in relation lo the 
world around us is to be immensclv con
cerned about it," she emphasizes: "ap
preciating its goodness with thanksgiving 
to God, deploring its evils with a resolute 
challenge to them in the name and the 
power of God, all the while keeping our 
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uwn sights clear by the light of God which 
has come to us in Jesus Christ." 

FRANCES ESHELMAN 

Miss Eslzelman is one of the Editors of 
Literature in the Board of Missions of The 
United Methodist Church. 

PERIL BY CHOICE, by James C. Hefley. 
Grand Rapids, Mich., 1968: Zondervan 
Publishing House; 226 pages, $4.95. 

While Author Hefley has focused his 
camera and our attention on John and 
Elaine Beekman and their story as pioneer 
Bible translators among remote groups and 
languages in Mexico, he has also made us 
aware of the Wycliffe Bible Translators and 
their remarkable missionary service in Mex
ico and elsewhere. There are today some 
275 Wycliffe translator-missionaries serving 
among 91 small tribes in Mexico. And across 
the world there are 2,225 Wycliffe repre
sentatives serving some 420 mostly remote 
tribes in nineteen countries. 

John and Elaine Beekman, shortly after 
graduation from Moody Bible Institute, 
went to Mexico with the goal of translat
ing the New Testament into the language 
of the Chol Indians, a primitive tribe in 
the Mexican state of Chiapas. The volume 
recounts their experiences and hardships 
and also the successful accomplishment of 
their mission-and the ultimate develop
ment of a virile Christian church among 
the Chols-a church based upon the revela
tions of their New Testament translation. 
Other heroes and heroines-American and 
Mexican-also appear in these pages. 

Peril by Choice is a powerful religious 
drama in which a couple "made peril their 
choice." But it is also a detailed picture of 
what one couple--one couple among thou
sands of missionaries-can contribute for 
the betterment of the world. If you are 
"fed up" with reading of the evils that sur
round you everywhere, here is an antidote. 

W.W.R. 

LET THE COSMOS RING (various au
thors). Toronto, Canada, 1968: Teen 
and Twenty Chapel (Valerie Dunn, Apt. 
111 at 2301 Victoria Park Ave., Scarboro, 
Ontario, Canada), 37 songs and hymns, 
$2.15. 

Many groups and agencies-including 
churches-are hastening to publish new 
texts and music to meet the supposed de
mand of young people for something to sing 
and something to play in keeping with the 
"revolt" against the status quo of older 
generation material. Some of the texts and 
the music are worthy of singing and re
singing-but most of it is short-lived; some 
of it is a definite attempt to use music re
sembling old folk tunes; more is quite 
reminiscent of gospel songs. Most of the 
new volumes are a mixture of some good 
and some trivia. 

One of the newest songbooks is entitled 
"Let the Cosmos Ring" (the title of one 
of the better songs) with the sub-title 
"Songs for a century of peace and tumult." 
It has been prepared and published by the 
four-year-old Teen and Twenty Chapel of 
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Toronto. This chapel is described as an 
"experiment initiated by the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada." 

Besides worship services each week, the 
chapel has a creative arts program-drama, 
music, and arts workshops: and these com
bined to produce this volume. 

Many of the texts were written by Valerie 
M. Dunn, with musical setting by Jack 
Green. One in which they collaborated is 
entitled "A Prayer for Right Now" reads in 
part: 

Father God, 
As we watch the world tum, 
And we know cities bum, 
And how lonely hearts yearn, 
We see Christ. W.W.R. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER IN ITS BIBLICAL 
SETTING, by Charles M. Laymon. 
Nashville, 1968: Abingdon Press, 160 
pages, $3.50. 

"The Lord's Prayer can be used by any
body, anywhere," writes Dr. Laymon. "Its 
universal spirit makes it possible to ap
propriate it personally under all circum
stances. No geographical, racial, social, eco
nomic, or political boundaries limit its 
pertinency." 

This universality is a basic consideration 
in this fresh study of the Lord's Prayer made 
by one of Methodism's best known writers 
and teachers, now chairman of the Depart
ment of Religion at Florida Southern Col
lege. In nine chapters, Dr. Laymon ex
amines anew and for this day: Prayer in the 
Old Testament; Prayer and the synagogue; 
Jesus and praying; the New Testament 
versions of the prayer; The address; Thy 
Kingdom come; Our daily bread; Forgive 
us our debts; Lead us not into temptation. 

"It has been said that the Lord's Prayer 
was the one prayer that was certain of an 
affirmative answer, whether prayed in one's 
personal devotional life or said as a par
ticipant in corporate worship; its petitions 
could not help being within the will of 
God." W.W.R. 

WORSHIP AND HYMNS FOR ALL OC
CASIONS, edited by W. Lawrence Curry. 
Philadelphia, 1968: Westminster Press, 
320 pages, $2.25. 

This volume of 256 hymns, together with 
a wide variety of collects, prayers, re
sponsive readings, and other aids for services 
of worship, has been prepared primarily 
with youth and adults in mind, and with 
the understanding that "young people are 
part of the worshiping community along 
with adults." It has been planned for 
churches of all denominations, for inter
faith groups, colleges, and universities. The 
committee that compiled it describes it as 
"an all-purpose book. The choice of material 
reflects a new and growing interest in and 
understanding of the meaning and action 
of worship in the church." 

Two hundred fifty-six of the best of the 
standard hymns of the church are to be 
found here. The music is within the singing 
range of the average congregation. And one 
is glad to note that an attempt has been 

made to include some of the best new 
texts and best new tunes created within 
recent decades. This gives an ecumenical 
character to the volume. 

Most of the "objectionable" or "ques
tionable" hymns still carried in some recent 
books from earlier generations are not to be 
found here. This helps to account for the 
fact that the number of hymns is not much 
more than half the number found in many 
"standard" denominational books. Yet one 
could wish that half a hundred or so "good 
new" texts and tunes from the 20th century 
might have been added. 

This new hymnal can be cheerfully 
recommended to churches and institutions 
desiring the best in Christian song and wor-
ship materials. W.W.R. 

FACES OF POVERTY, by Arthur Simon. 
New York, 1968: The Macmillan Co., 
132 pages, $1.95. 

A clergyman who has been living and 
working in the ghettoes of New York City 
presents a vivid picture of "city poverty" 
not en masse, in statistics, or in generaliza
tions, but as people-people who suffer, 
people who are impoverished through no 
fault of their own, people who are ground 
down by conditions of the society which is 
modern America. In a half dozen "life 
stories" of individuals and families that by 
force of circumstances-accidents, illnesses, 
lack of training and schooling, the attitudes 
of the successful, the prevailing "philoso
phy" of the achieving majority-are driven 
into the ghettoes and are unable to free 
themselves, the author helps us to under
stand poverty. This is the understanding of 
people that we need if we are finally to 
eradicate urban (or any otlrnr) blight. And 
it is this understanding of people and their 
need for satisfying and self-respecting em
ployment that must be had by government 
and the general public before tlrn problem 
can be solved. 

"Poverty has countless faces," says Dr. 
Simon, "and we will not understand the 
poor by putting a few standardized masks 
upon them. Each instance of poverty has 
a personality of its own." And the author 
has helped us all to a basic understanding 
of poverty as "people" by detailing the 
lives of a few of the poor, and of how their 
condition (in our society) persists through 
successive generations. 

Dr. Simon sees governmental relief and 
subsidies as only temporary measures-not 
as remedies that will establish families or 
individuals as self-respecting and achieving 
members of American society. 

"vVanting to work is not enough, how
ever. More than we care to admit, ours is 
a society in which the flt survive, and our 
notion of fitness is often irrational and 
morally deficient. In many respects the 
Millers measured up. They were white, and 
both came from middle-class families. They 
grew up in a world that expected them to 
make their way, and they were determined 
to do just that. But life became something 
like a whirlpool for them. Poor health and 
lack of skills sucked them to the bottom. 

W.W.R. 
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EDITORIALS 

On Living in Hope 
There is something very fitting 

about the ,fact that a discussion of 
prospects for the future should be 

, published.-at. the time of the celebra
tion of Easter. 

The first Christians expected the 
end of the world and the Second Com
ing within their lifetimes. God did not 

·choose to grant their expectations, and 
Christians ever since have been strug-
gling with the balance between their 
lives in history and their hope and ex
pectation for eternity. We are strug
gling with this dilemma today. 

In the short interviews with theolo
gians in this issue, the questions of 
the "truth" or the "relevance" of Chris
tianity are raised from different per
spectives. This, in more hysterical 
terms, is the argument that runs like 
a geological fault through all the 
churches today and threatens to split 
them apart. 

It would be foolish to minimize the 
extent of this dispute or its causes. 
The great intellectual synthesis made 
by early Christians between classical 
·western ways of thought and the 
Christian faith has come unstuck in 
the scientific and technological revo
lution. Not only Christianity but the 
entire classical approach to life is in
creasingly felt to be inadequate. 

In such a situation, the Christian 
really has no choice but to attempt to 
forge a new synthesis of the faith and 
current ways of thinking. His respon
sibility is as clear and as inescapable 
as that of the early Christians. 

A clear responsibility, alas, has no 
necessary connection to an easy task. 
We must indeed believe that God 
guided our ancestors when we begin 
to experience the difficulties they sur
mounted. 

And in a way, their task was easier 
than ours. Every attempt to redefine 
the ancient truths in a new way brings 
angry charges of profanation of the 
sacred from those who still cherish the 
old definitions. If we had ever 
doubted the concept of incarnation, 
we should know better after we at
tempt the heart transplant of an idea 
from its dying expression to a new 
f01m. 

Such protests cannot be shrugged 
off as mere nostalgia. They warn us 
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how carefully we must guard the liv
ing truth within the decaying shells so 
that its essence is clearly recognizable 
and visible in its new guise. !\fore im
portantly for Christians, they remind 
us of our sense of priorities-that the 
eternal b·uths come before our incom
plete understandings. 

And yet the Christian cannot flee 
history. Our salvation must be worked 
out here and now. For us, it is always 
Passion \Veek but one we are able to 
endure because of the fact of Good 
Friday and Easter. Our hope and our 
security is both past and future. For 
the present, we must make our own 
tentative and fumbling way and our 
own inadequate witness as children of 
both time and eternity. We celebrate 
the Lord's death until He comes. 

You Can't Lose 
Without Losing 

President Richard Nixon has so far 
profited from a remarkable lack of cri
ticism about the lack of progress in 
the Vietnam negotiations in Paris but 
he must move quickly or his period of 
grace will expire. There are already 
stirrings of discontent. 

vVhy have the negotiations proved 
so agonizingly difficult? Basically of 
course, the struggle for victory is just 
as bitter in Paris as it is in Vietnam 
itself. To reverse Clausewitz' famous 
dictum, "Politics is the extension of 
war by other means." Nor have we 
any reason to believe that the North 
Vietnamese or the Viet Cong have any 
cause to do us any favors. 

Nevertheless, we believe that there 
is a persistent current in American offi
cial thinking which must be wiped out 
before meaningful negotiations are 
possible. 

This is the comforting belief that 
somehow or other, we have won this 
war or at least not lost it. In its 
vaguest f01m, it embraces the com
forting notion that at least we can 
pretend to have won the war. 

The facts are otherwise. \Ve have 
not been driven from the field in any 
classical sense but this is not a classi
cal war. It is a political war and we 
have not (and most probably cannot) 
gain our political objectives as we 
have defined them. The Thieu-Ky 
government is not "bringing democ
racy" to Vietnam; it is not even likely 
to be able to stand up to the Viet 
Cong in an open struggle. Any stable 

settlement in Vietnam is bound to 
produce a very different kind of gov
ernment there. 

Our negotiators really know this. 
What holds them back is the desire of 
our government to negotiate a settle
ment that will look like a victory in 
the hope of heading off an explosion 
of rage and bitterness in the United 
States. The hope is understandable 
but wrong. The American people 
k"Ilow that this has been a stupid and 
bloody war which they never really 
wanted and never really understood. 
They voted in part for Mr. Nixon be
cause they thought he was more free 
to exb·icate them from the web of self
deceit in which they were entangled. 
We believe that they are mature 
enough to know that there are times 
in life when people and nations make 
mistakes and must pay for them. Part 
of this payment is painful honesty. 

Valley of Indecision 
"Beat your plowshares into swords 
and your pru11i11gl10oks into spears ... " 

Joel 4:10 
The decision of President Nixon to 

finesse the ABM program and go 
ahead with a "safeguard program" of 
missile defense is a vict01y for the 
Pentagon hawks and a reversal of his 
Inaugural invitation to the nations to 
"cooperate to reduce the burden of 
arms." The claim that the new pro
gram is purely for defensive purposes 
has a familiar ring to it; neither the 
U.S. nor the Soviets has ever claimed 
any other reason for arms escalation 
than "defense." 

The decision is also a reversal of 
lvir. Nixon's solemn Inaugural pledge 
to pursue the ideal of Isaiah 2:4: "they 
shall beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruninghooks." 

The sentiment of this nation is 
clearly for a reversal of national prior
ities and for putting more resources 
into the plowshares and pruninghooks 
we need to tackle the urgent social 
problems at home. \Ve have swords 
enough to kill many times over. 

But as long as we limp indecisively 
along making ready for war while 
talking peace-asking more money for 
arms one day while signing an arms 
control treaty the next-we make 
more likely the day that Joel feared. 
That is the clay the nations which 
make war on Yahweh meet their 
judgment in the Valley of Decision. 
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Informal interviews with Berger, 
Hoekendijk, Hogg, and Outler 

WHAT'S 
AHEAD 
FOR THE 
CHURCH? 

In connection with this issue 
Managing Editor Charles Brewster asked 
four leading theologians for their 
views on what's ahead for the Church 
in the next twenty or twenty-five 
years. The questions included the 
role of secularization, the place of 
the so-called underground churches, 
and the marks of the Church in mission. 
The interviews were brief and the 
answers spontaneous and unedited by 
the interviewees. Taken together these 
prognoses, sometimes in disagreement, 
constitute a fascinating look from 
an educated perspective toward the 
future of the Church. 
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! PETER L. BERGER 

"What will happen is different perhaps 
from what should happen. There will 
be a continued emphasis on social mis
sion because this will be more credible 
to people. The Church is, in a sense, 
forced into a market position to satisfy 
customers. There will be more social 
involvement of the Church .... It seems 
to me as a Christian one must have a 
concern for tl1e woes of mankind, to be 
involved is a moral imperative. These 
are some things I believe in strongly .... 

"The one thing that troubles me is 
that social action or social engagement 
can be a convenient method to avoid con
tact with the question of trutl1 in re
ligion. Instead of asking if God exists, 
you picket a selective service board, or 
demonstrate for civil rights. While I 
personally am opposed to the war and in 
favor of protest-though not all forms 
of it-it has nothing to do with the 
question of God's existence. This activity 
can be an alibi from facing the theo
logical questions, especially for theolog
ical students, and these are questions 
that should be faced. I'm not, of course, 
opposed to social action. It's as if a man 
has trouble witl1 his wife, and then goes 
out and fights for civil rights. That may 
be of great help to civil rights, but it has 
n?thi~g to do,,with his relationship with 
!us wife .... 

"'hat about the 1>rocess of seculariza
tion? 

Peter L. Berger is Professor of 
Sociology in the Graduate Faculty of 
the New School for Social Research in 
New York City and editor of its 
quarterly, Social Research. A Lutheran, 
he has taught in a theological seminary, 
and became widely known several years 
ago through his critical study of the 
local church, The Noise of Solemn 
Assemblies. His most recent book is 
A Rumor of Angels [see BOOKS]. 
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"Secularization will continue. If one 
means by religion a belief in God and 
a relationship to God, then I think there 
will he less of this, fewer "religious 
people" in this sense. Secularization is a 
process by which this happens, that re
ligion to "religious people" becomes less 
real. Religion and religious entities lose 
their reality to people. So there is a cer
tain loss of reality here. People become 
closed to reality and to aspects of their 
own experience. There is a trivialization 
of mystery, of ecstasy, and of awe, and 
a resulting impoverishment, from a 
Christian point of view. 

"The good point of secularization is 
that the structure of religious belief can 
no longer be taken for granted; it is not 
a part of the accepted baggage. Seculari
zation forces people to make choices 
and makes for a better situation in which 
to confront the religious options clearly. 
So there are both fortunate and un
forhmate aspects to secularization." 

JOHANNES C. HOEKENDIJK 

"As far as I can see in the for~eeahle 
fuhire it will be a diaspora Church. 
That is to say that massive church blocks 
will he gone, eroded, even in the U.S. 
In Europe, that is already the case, of 
course. The whole strategy of the 
churches will be to bring just a few peo
ple together and to train them for this 
diaspora life. 

"Formerly tlle statistical trend had 
been a decrease of the increase [in 
Church membership] but now it is an 
increase of the decrease. There will be 
fewer and fewer related to church life. 

And this has nothing to do simply with 
the quality of church life, but with the 
structure of society. 

"Secondly, there will be also this 
whole trend to the 'underground church' 
-an unfortunate name, I think-hut 
what they want to express is important. 
There will he more people who cannot 
relate any more with what is going on 
in the mainstream of church life.'' 

Examples? 
"The Emmaus House in East Harlem 

is one of the models, but the charisma of 
the underground church is that it can 
take many forms, many models. 

"Denominationalism is so completely 
out of date. Denominations are com
pletely out of date, like nations. We 
shouldn't fight them because we only 
sanction them by fighting them, but 
we should bypass them somehow. The 
underground churches are not anti-de
nominational, but post-denominational. 
There are about 540 underground 
churches in the U.S. and no two of 
them are the same. Some of them are 
very tl1eological." Have they any defects, 
in your view? "In general what they have 
lost is the love for the Church, for the 
Church as it is, not the Church as it 
should be. It is ve1y easy to love a 
beautiful dream of a Church, but it is 
the Church as you know it that we have 
to love. But they have made up for this 
loss through other things .... " 

What about the traditional parish? 
"I think that the parish will come to 

its own original task again as soon as 
it will delegate a lot of other things to 
different church structures, task forces, 
institutes of permanent availability, and 
instihltes of permanent community. The 
parish will go back again to its original 
form of b eing a family of God. But as 
long as it wants to do everything, and is 
not delegating to any other structure, it 
is bound to erode completely. 

"One eroding factor has to do with 
not geai"ing to the rhythm of outside 
society. To take a very simple example, 
we still talk about Sundav but the world 
outside already works {vith weekends, 
Friday to l\fonday. The easy thing to <lo 
there is to forget about the whole one
day-a-week rhythm; it's Babylonian 
astronomy, really. 'The Sabbatl1 was 
made for man, not man for the Sabbath.' 
Make a Sabbath wherever it is possible. 
i\faybe just once a month a whole week
end, instead of every week a day. \Vhat's 
wrong with that? TI1e same with church 
school and catechism cla~ses and all 
that. Take the kids to a camp once a 
month and you will be more efficient. 
You don't live in this [Babylonian] 
rhythm any more. So tlw erosion is not 
simply lack of faith, but also primarily 
the fact tliat tlie Church is not part of 
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society." 
What are tlie marks of the Cl1urch in 

Mission? 
"Life, justice, and the Kingdom of 

God. When we talk about eschatology 
what we really want to say is that the 
future of Jesus becomes my future. It is 
not a speculative thing about 'last things' 
and all that, but what we do is associate 
ourselves in our future with the future 
of Jesus of Nazareth and the future of 
Jesus can be summarized in life-death 
is not the last word but life is-, justice, 
not injustice, but righteousness, and not 
the will of man done on earth, but the 
will of God, the Kingdom of God. 

'Ve have to decide ad hoc, does this 
particular thing [this form of mission] 
serve life or death, does it serve injustice 
or righteousness?" 

If ow then define a Clmrcl1 in Mission? 
"I would define a Church in Mission 

simply-it is really a tautology for it is 
describing what the Christian life is all 
about-the Church is nothing special. 
One could begin to understand what is 
involved by thinking of the Messianic 
style of Jesus of Nazareth, the messianic 
style of life. The Christian relates his 
past to the past of Jesus, his present to 
the present of Jesus, and his future to the 
future of Jesus. He is obsessed with this 
one man, Jesus of Nazareth. The picture 
of the suffering servant, that's the way 
Jesus identified himself. Five words: 
election, witness, service, solidarity, suf
fering. The New Testament description 
is Philippians 2, the kenosis, or self
emptying. This is what is now expected 
of the Church, to empty itself. It's a 
short model, so to say. 

"Election is always for a task in the 

Professor If oekendiik (pronounced 
If ookendike) is a membet of the Dutch 
Reformed Church and Professot of 
Missions at Union Theological Seminaty 
in New York City. He has been, in the 
course of his career, a missionary in 
Indonesia, a pastor for ref11gees and 
ptisoners of war in Switzerland, and 
General Secretary for Evangelism 
for tlze World Council of Churclies. 
His book, The Church Inside Out, estab
lished his rep11tation in America and 
has had much influence on younger 
ministers. 

Bible. People are set apart to do some
thing. There is no such thing as elected
ness. 

"Election is for service. 
""'itness is witness to what Goel is 

doing in this world. 
"Solidarity is to be with the poor. This 

embraces many categories, not only the 
economic poor-also but not only. The 
poor man in this present world is de
futurized man, man without a future. 
The whole business of mission is to 
open hope and future for man, as in 
Jeremiah 29:11: 'For I know the plans I 
have for you, says the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give you a 
future and a hope.' 

"Suffering is the consequence of this 
whole thing." 

1''hat are your expectations for the 
Consultation on Church Union? 

"I hope it will come off. The division 
of all the denominations is a scandal. 
These mergers must overcome the 
scandal. 

"But we must also ask the second 
question: what is really achieved for 
the sake of the Kingdom of God by put
ting together six ghettos into one big 
ghetto-if the new church is a big ghetto 
then let's forget it. I think this is in line 
with the whole view of diaspora 
Christendom. I think we have to build 
up our whole strategy in small flexible 
groups; this is really the instrument of 
mission. The real missionary units are 
small, flexible groups which may exist 
only three or four years and then die. 
The big denominations furnish the 
money. That's how things are now in 
this world. Rapid change. Sometimes 
groups form around an issue or a task 
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Ii or around a person who has special 
j; charisma." 
i Will there be foreig11 mission boards? 
; 'Tm afraid there will be foreign mis-

sion boards in twenty or twenty-five 
years, because we have no alternative. 
· Item: we've had till 1935 the colonial 
period in Indonesia, that is, the mis
sionary period. Now we arc in the ecu-

1 mcnical period. \Ve don't want to use 

I
',• the word 'missionary' any more. \Ve try 

now to establish the Church in an ccu-

1' 

i 
menical context and no one will go un
less he is invited for a specific job, and I 
think that is goo<l." 

Is ii the encl of the evangelical period? 
.. No, I think not. I think there will be 

a place for evangelizing missionaries. It 
would be very goo<l to scn<l evangeliz

' in0" missionaries to ol<lcr churches, sm. · 
!: to the U.S. There should be two-wa'.' 

I, 
[! 

I 
r 
I 

I' 
i' 
i' 

tralTic. There is no one-way street in the 
kingdom of Goel ." 

'"There is only one locus for the Gospel 
-the whole world." 

W. Ric11ey Hogg is Professor of World 
Christianity at Perkins School of Theol
ogy in Dallas, Texas and the author of 
.mch books as Ecumenical Foundations 
and One \Vorlcl-Onc ;\fission. 
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W. RICHEY HOGG 

"\Ve'rc in a process of transition. \\'c 
know where wt;ve been but we really 
do not know where we're going. I think 
this uncertainty about where we're going 
is part of the problem .... 

"One of the great areas that confront 
us in the immediate future is the relation 
of the Christian faith to other religions. 
How do we understand tlw meaning of 
Jesus Christ for other faiths in th<' age 
of universal history and political plural-
. ~·· !Sill; 

What is the role of seculari::.alion i11 
this pluralism? 

"Through what is called seculariza
tion-hut what I would call the ac
ceptance of the C'sscntial Christian view 
of man in history-thl're has been a 
penneation of the whole base of all man
kind with what essentially is a notion 
that roots in Jesus Christ." 

Can you explain tlwt? 
"If vou will look at the new nations 

of the, world, most of them have pat
terned their constitutions and social pro
grams on constitutions and social pro
grams that emerged in the \Vest and 
that were basC'd on Christian convictions. 
As an overly simple example-the basic 
assumption in India today is that every 
man has a measure of human dignity 
because every man has the right to be
lieve that he should have basic housing, 
decent food for his family, a governmcnt
built reinforced house that is only ten 

by ten but at least is vermin free . ... 
This comes from the Christian under
standing of man and of history, but it 
is basically against the grain of tradi
tional Hinduism, against the traditional 
notion of Karma, that you arc where you 
desfl·ve to be from \"Our last life .... " 

What Cli11rcli patterns do yo!l see for 
the f r1ture? 

"I think we arc going to sec in the 
immediate future two patterns. The 
traditional pattern of structured church
es as well as unstructured situations. Yet 
each unstructured situation has its own 
structure. Part of the religious rencwa.l 
an<l frnnent of om time relates to the 
development of structures outside the 
structure. Here we have a parallel with 
what happened in the nineteenth cen
tury. To this day there is no state church 
in GC'mrnny or England that has a mis
sion society. 

The missionary societies arc voluntary, 
outside the Church. The voluntanr mis
sionarv societ:v beginnin" with "'illiam J ~ ' 0 

Carey, developed outside the struchirc 
of the Church. The structures coul<l not 
contain the obedience which they had 
helped to produce. 

"But from that new sh·ucturc related 
to the Church but outside the Church 
we now have this remarkable develop
ment that is the world Christian com
munity. 

"I can sec a parallel now with what 
is happening outside the Church where 
there is a spark that comes through tra
ditional channels, but that spark is de
veloped only outside the h·aditional 
channels." 

Wliat tu ill be the response of tl1e t ra
ditional patisl1 structures? 

"The pattern there is so full and 
diverse that there will be the whole 
s1occtrum of rejection and acceptance of 
these unstructured situations. 

'The Christian mission in the past, in 
so far as one can distinguish it from 
the Church-I myself cannot make that 
distinction-but in so far as it has been, 
an<l can be, the Christian mission has not 
been notable for having motivated 
theological reflection. One of the decisive 
shifts and most meaningful things we arc 
seeing in our day is that the obedience in 
mission l'>f the past 150 yl'ars has created 
a reality which is a fundamental datum 
for theology. Theology is basically an 
interpretation of historical events-the 
interpretation of the Incarnation and 
now of the people of God in our day. 
Now theologians arc beginning to take 
seriously this datum. 

[ 1G7] 11 



12 

WHATS 
AHEAD 
FOR THE 
CHURCH? 

[ 168] 

"I believe we are going to see in
creasingly a theology for the full aposto
licity of the faith-the reality of a world 
Christian community that finds itself 
both in ferment and in renewal." 

ALBERT C. OUTLER 

"I think the fuhire of ecumenism 
turns a good deal on what happens in 
the mission of the Church to the middle 
class. I'm increasingly impressed that 
the Church may with its other interests 
and emphases be in the process of los
ing its middle class constituency. 'Ve 
don't have them in our hip pocket. We 
lost the intelligentsia in the Enlighten
ment, we lost the workers in the indus
trial revolution, we lost the country to 
the Pentecostals and Baptists in the 
agricultural revolution, and now it seems 
to me that the middle class is reacting to 
the way we have assumed they were the 
golden goose and whipping boy at one 
and the same time." 

Is tl1is because of the social stands of 
tlze Church? 

"No. The new managerial group in 
middle management are, relatively 
speaking, liberal and humanitarian and 
concerned about everything the Church 
has said it was concerned with. It is our 
mistaking the role of prophecy. Every
one thinks of himself as a combination 
of Amos and Jeremiah and Isaiah with 
neither the inspiration from Yahweh nor 
the disposition to bring it off. My im
pression of my neighbors is that they 

To most people Albert Outler is the 
Methodist expert on ecumenism because 
of his writings during and since the 
Second Vatican Council. But lze is equal
ly well known as an expert on tlze early 
Church Fathers, psychotherapy and 
counseling. He is Professor of Theology 
at Perkins School of Theology. 

are generally fed up with the general dis
position of the Church to scold them 
rather than to minister to them. I'm not 
at all convinced that this is just because 
the Church has taken these social stands. 
It seems to be slightly self-righteous [to 
say] ''Ve must stand for the truth of the 
Gospel and if we lose everything we still 
will stand.' It's a little like the boy on 
the burning deck. I'm increasingly fear
ful we have taken the middle class for 
granted and have not ministered to them 
pastorally in as effective and valid a way 
as the gospel would seem to require. 

"It seems to me the average minister 
is either too contemptuous of suburbia 
and the middle class and looks at them, 
you know, as \voe unto you cows of 
Bashan' kind of thing or he's a sycophant 
parasite and goes in with 'what do you 
want me to do.' Neither of these seems 
to me to reflect the kind of respect, love 
and ministerial or pastoral office that we 
try to have toward people we regard 
as a minority-and I think there's a good 
deal of patronizing going on there, too." 

What should be tlze future direction of 
mission in the Church? 

"That depends on whether the mission 
of the Church is a mission to the general 
populace or the mission of the Church 
is some sort of underground or cate
comb Christianity." 

What do you think? 
"Well, I have thought that since Con

stantine we haven't had any real choice 
except to try to minister to society in 
general with all the radical ambivalence 
in our doings. Sectarian Christianity has 
never really affected culture. If we go in 
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for the scuttling of the institution and 
pummel it I think we are on the verge 
of a new kind of religious sectarianism." 

"'hat is tlie relation of "underground 
clwrclies" to the continuing institution? 

"You've got two possibilities. One is 
that they could serve the institution as 
the religious societies served the Church 
of England in the nineteenth and eigh
teenth century with nobody quite lik
ing the way it was done but everyone 
benefiting from it. Or, you can have the 
underground churches produce the kind 
of wash-out that Pietism did to Luther
anism in the nineteenth century, and I 
don't know which it is going to be in 
this country. As of now it strikes me 
that the ministry by and large are des
perately confused as to their responsi
bility to society in general and the popu
lation as a whole. \Ve go from one group 
to another supposing that if we do our 
work in one area the other will just come 
along. I don't believe that." 

What is your expectation fol' COCU 
and do you agree that it may 011ly be 
uniting a lwlf dozen gliettos into one 
large one? 

"It seems a kind of rhetoric to speak 
of the Church as a ghetto. The churches 
in the consultation represent a fairly 
sizable hunk of live, breathing people 
not enclosed in a ghetto, not sclf
consciously defensive against a persecut
ing majority. None of the classical defini
tions of ghetto applies, even to Black 
churches. 

"The reason I'm interested in COCU 
on this point is that instead of Black 
Methodist churches negotiating with our 
salt-and-pepper arrangement in the 
United Methodist Church in which white 
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:tviethodists have the upper hand, we'll 
be at a proper disadvantage in negotiat
ing with them on a church to church 
basis of equality. The :tviethodist Church 
has done most of its ecumenical negotiat
ing with people over whom it had an 
advantage. It's about time we took our 
chances or risk in situations where we 
stand to lose as well as gain." 

What about rigidity i11 the i11stitution, 
or wlwt Bill Webber calls 'morplwlogical 
fundame11talism'? "'ill ti:e get away from 
th is? 

"I see a morphological fundamental
ism among the new Church. Institutional
ism is morphologically fundamental. 
That goes with it. What need not go with 
it is the self-righteousness of the new 
structures. There's bound to be a San
hedrin; we've got one and it's pretty bad. 
But my only complaint is that the people 
who complain about the Sanhedrin 
sound awfully Pharisaical to me. It 
seems that we're all in sufficiently des
perate a mess and so systematically un
clear as to what can be done helpfully 
that the new kind of genuine 'Oh, 
wretched man that we are, too' is the 
right mood for the next ten or twcnty
fivc years. Self-righteousness may be al
lowable as a luxury if we ever get out 
of this mess. 

"\Ve're in for a very bad time in the 
next twenty-five years-in tem1s of the 
failure of critics of the institution to do 
anything as well as the institution they 
criticize, in terms of theological con
fusion, in terms of fading enthusiasm for 
ecumenical risk, which I sense in the 
Church." 

What is your view of tlie relation of 
secularization to the Church's mission in 

the future? 
"Secularization by itself is radical be

trayal of the Gospel, and sacralization is 
also. It would seem to me that we are 
at the point now where we have shot 
our wad in trying to play 'world' and 
we might recognize that the Church 
has a distinctive role in and for the 
world. \Ve have pretended that we are 
omnicompetent in world issues. In prac
tically no issue I know of is the Church 
as competent as the secular agencies to 
which it addresses itself." 

iFhere should the Clmrch be concen
trating its energies in the next ten or 
twenty-five years? 

"You won't believe this but I would 
say it should concentrate its energies on 
calling people's attention to the 
sovereign grace of God. 

"Everybody has supposed that we 
know what the Gospel is and the main 
thing is to get it communicated. Every
body knows what the Kingdom of God 
requires in society and all we need to 
do is get these s.o.b's to put it first and 
all other things would be added unto it. 
Now I've not been convinced of that for 
a long while. I don't hear the Gospel 
preached in the churches that I go to. 
and I don't think it's preached in the 
underground groups I go to, and I find 
myself genuinely hungry for a word 
about God and from God and for com
munion with God. 

"The problems of sin, of guilt, and of 
anxiety and meaninglessness are much 
more desperate than we make them out 
to be among the people we've scolded. 

"There is a need for theologizing, for 
worship, and most of all for a disciplined 
style of life." 
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AN 
ELECTRIC 
CIRCUS 
OF 
THE 
SPIRT 

BY CHARLES HENDERSON 

Worship is perhaps the area in which the forms 
might change most in the remaining 
years of this century. This imaginative look 
ahead is by one of the ministers of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Hoboken, New Jersey. 
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As the smooth steel doors slide open, 
you enter a large auditorium bathed in 
dim blue light. The room is filled with 
rows of padded seats which seem to be 
floating, without apparent means of sup
port, in thin air. The room itself ap
pears to be dome-shaped, resembling a 
planetarium. In the exact center there is 
a large pit, about ten feet in diameter, 
which contains a small jungle of elec
tronic gear: there arc wires and lenses, 
a wide variety of shapes and fixtures, 
dials and gears. "This is our central 
projection unit," explains your host. "It 
contains the latest audio-visual equip
ment. \Vith this unit we can control the 
environment of the auditorium. \Ve can 
project light, sound and visual images; 
we can play magnetic tape, film and 
records. You'll notice that the audi
torium is shaped like a dome. By pro
jecting sound and light onto the walls 
we can create almost any effect we de
sire. Take the Gothic Cathedral. 
Michelangelo spent four years making 
the Sistine Chapel a wonder of human 
art. The shape of that chapel, the 
columns rising like arrows toward the 
vaulted ceiling, the art work, the sculp
ture, the stone. \Vhen it was complete 
people must have felt that the glory of 
God had been captured in the building 
itself. Today we can give you the Sis
tine Chapel in minutes. With film and 
magnetic tape we can reproduce 
Michelangelo's art, we can re-create the 
stonework, the sculpture, the music of 
the Middle Ages. It took only three 
weeks to construct this dome, six days 
to assemble the central control, and in 
three minutes we can give you a Gothic 
Cathedral." 

"But isn't there something artificial 
about it?" I asked. "You're just creating 
the illusion of an ancient place of wor
ship. No matter how real it looks, people 
know it's a fake." "That's right," said my 
guide. "And we only turn on that kind 
of display to illustrate what we can do 
with the central projection unit. But now 
let me show you how we use this 
machinery in worship. First, make your
self at home; take a seat. Notice, by the 
way, that these seats are held in place by 
a magnatic field force and can be moved 
automatically into any position we de
sire, simply by sending the proper sig
nals from the central switchboard. We 
use a round arrangement for communion 
services, a standard rectangular shape for 
sermons. The seats may also be adjusted 
individually with a switch under the 
armrest. Here, let me show you." 

My guide then demonstrated the 
mechanics of these fascinating chairs. 
They could be raised or lowered, tilted 
fonvard or back. "Notice that they arc 
designed to be used in a reclining po-
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sition. A good deal of the action takes 
place overhead. They can be turned 360 
degrees," he said. And his seat began 
to rotate slowly. "Members of the con
gregation can follow the action going 
on at any point in the sanctuary. Have 
a seat and let me demonstrate. I'll give 
you one of our favorite readings from 
Genesis I. Please sit down." My host 
then walked over to the central projec
tion unit and made several adjustments. 
In a few moments he came back and 
seated himself in the seat next to mine. 
And then it began. 

The lights slowly dimmed, the room 
darkened, and for a few seconds there 
was nothing but silence. Then out of 
the darkness came the first sounds: mu
sic, but music like nothing I had ever 
heard. Music that evoked a sense of mys
tery; strange sounds that seemed to 
come from another world and another 
time. And that was how it felt: like be
ing transported into a region of the un
known. Then out of the darkness I could 
see ghostlike forms of light, a variety of 
shapes and colors. Some were eerie 
whisps of luminous smoke, others were 
bright, flickering streaks of light. This 
combination of music and light created 
the impression of a tremendous, pent-up 
power. I felt as though I were floating 
in a sea of inhuman forms, of undulat
ing lights and colored shadows. And at 
that moment a voice spoke out, and I 
heard those familiar words: 

In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth. The earth 
was without form and void, and 
darkness was upon the face of the 
deep. 

This was it. This was the universe as yet 
unformed. The lights and sounds, so 
mysterious, yet so powerful-were sym
bols of that creative energy which had 
yet to be molded into the stars and 
planets of our galaxy. This was the preg
nant nothingness out of which God had 
created everything. And again I heard 
a voice which said: "The Spirit of God 
was brooding over the face of the waters, 
and God said: Let there be light." And 
at once the shapeless clouds that were 
drifting aimlessly overhead took the 
form of glimmering stars, and there were 
larger clusters of lights which I recog
nized as galaxies. And as the music rose 
into a crescendo, there appeared at first 
a small spark, which grew, pulsating, 
into a giant ball of fire. And I knew that 
I was seeing that miracle of nuclear 
energy: the sun. As I felt my own 
emotions caught-up in the power of 
Creation, I recalled with little surprise 
that men had once bowed before the 
sun, and called it God. 

And so the successive steps of Creation 
were repeated before my eyes: the 

thunderous separation of the heavens 
from the sea, the roaring of oceans never 
heard by living creahires, the volcanic 
eruptions, the earth-shattering emer
gence of dry land from the primordial 
waters. And then the slow process of evo
lution was depicted : grass, grain, green 
leaves blossom from the barren stone 
and waste. The first living substance 
magically transformed into cattle and 
creeping things, beasts of the field and 
birds of the air. On the dome overhead, 
I saw projected in natural color some 
of nah1re's most wonderful sights: the 
graceful flight of birds, a thundering sea 
of animals on the open plain, the lion, 
zebra, giraffe. The sounds, the pho
tography, the effect was so real that I 
felt like a spectator on that primeval 
African savanna, at the precise moment 
in the history of our world, when the 
creative process of evolution took that 
fateful turn-that miracle-that resulted 
in human life. "Then God said: Let us 
make man in our image, after our like
ness." And as those momentous words 
filled the air, the apelike creatures which 
had shared the screen with the other 
animals, now began to fade into the dark
ness of the jungle, and in their place, 
two lonely figures walked out into an 
open clearing, two human figures. "So 
God created man in his own image, in 
the image of God he created him, male 
and female." 

With these words the images projected 
on the dome overhead began to fade, 
the sound fled into silence, and I 
realized for the first time in minutes 
that I was not a spectator to the Genesis 
of our world, but a visitor at a Chris
tian church in the year 2001. 

Is this fictional story an accurate fore
cast of what churches will be like a 
scant three decades from now? No 
one can say for certain. But whether the 
details of this account are true or not, 
it is clear that we are on the brink of a 
revolution in the forms of liturgy and 
worship. All across the country, in all 
denominations, from within the church 
and without, a contagious excitement is 
catching hold. For two decades or more 
liturgical renewal has moved ahead with 
all eyes fixed on a rear view mirror. Any
one interested in liturgy became an ex
pert on ancient creeds and prayers. TI1e 
great goal was to recapture the lost 
authenticity of some former period. Most 
often the reformers looked back to that 
primitive period in church history when 
fonns of worship were first taking shape. 
This form of liturgical renewal was pro
ductive of a few small changes. TilC 
major denominations, caught up in the 
ecumenical fervor of our day, began 
trading historical notes, exchanging 
ancient prayers and forms. 
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But as these small changes were hap
pening within the church, a major revo
lution was sweeping the world of the 
arts. For centuries we have lived in a 
world where a play is a play, where 
dance is dance, where music is music. 
Of late the distinctions between the 
arts are breaking down. You can now at
tend a ballet at the New York State 
Theater and see on the stage, not the 
classical troupe of dancers in their cus
tomary frills and tights, hut instead, 
weirdly costumed figures jolting and 
gliding across the stage in wildly un
conventional form. And not only the 
dance had changed. You may also hear, 
as part of the same performance, fan
tastio new forms of sound, created by 
computers or other experimental inst111-
ments. And as the dancers move to the 
cadence of these sounds, that seem to 
come from another world, the walls sur
rounding the stage may he covered with 
images cast from a movie projector. The 
distinctions between the ballet, the 
theater, the movie house have broken 
down. In his attempt to communicate, 
man is reaching out for new forms of 
expression. In a world of increasing 
conflict and violence, the artist is strug
gling to find new ways of crossing the 
barriers that separate man from man. 
The world of art is now in a stage of 
wild experimentation. 

The church shares with the artist the 
same urgent need to communicate. And 
as the £Im-maker has learned to work 
with ballet, as the actor is learning to 
work with the painter, so for the first 
time, is the minister working on an equal 
basis with the artist. The church is 
about to discover the arts in a new way. 
We have long had religious paintings and 
morality plays; we have often used the 
arts as a means of expression. But we 
have seldom consciously brought the 
arts to the veiy center of the Christian 
life, to the hour of the mass, to the 
service of worship. Certainly the arts 
have played a role in the history of 
worship. There have been the Medieval 
cathedrals with their marvelous statues, 
stonework, and paintings. There has been 
the organ music of Bach and the artful 
folk hymns of the Protestant Reforma
tion. But our chief vehicle of commu
nication has been the written and spoken 
word. Particularly in the Protestant 
church, we have been affected far more 
than we realize, by the fact that the 
Bible could be printed cheaply and in 

(Rigl1t) Stan Vanderbeek in front of his 
dome-shaped tlieatre. (Left) Countless 
images are fiaslied simultaneomly in the 
theatre of the f ut11re. 
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mass quantity. And so we emphasize 
the written creed, the spoken sermon; 
we focus our attention around the text 
for the day, and in Sunday school we 
read a printed curriculum. Perhaps we 
use the printed and spoken word so 
widely because other forms of com
munication have until recently been 
impossibly expensive. It is cheaper to 
have a minister preach a sermon than 
to have an orchestra perform a work of 
sacred music. 

But now all this is changing. The com
munications industry has developed a 
series of devices which will make it pos
sible for the average church to afford 
the greatest art. The tape recorder can 
capture the most brilliant passage of 
music and hold it there on a thin strip 
of tape forever. Motion picture film can 
imprison the most spectacular sights and 
sounds in all creation, and hold them 
as if by magic to be released simply by 
turning the switch of a movie projector. 
Tape recorder and camera, television 
:md radio, the significance of these in
ventions is only beginning to catch hold. 
At New York's Forcll1am University, 
Father Anthony Schillaci is working out 
ways and means of using film in Chris
tian Education and in worship. In a 
New York studio, a commercial producer 
of audio-visual displays is using com
puters, slide projectors, and film to create 
sermons for the church. At Stony Point, 
New York, an avant-garde film-maker, 
Stan Vanderbeek, is attempting to in
vent a new language, a non-verbal pic
ture language which will speak to all 
people, which will cross the cultural bar
riers that separate men and block com
munication. Stan Vanderbeek believes 
that the theatre can be a spiritual focal 
center for future communities. He be
lieves that the motion picture is a 
medium of such profound possibility 

that it will, in effect, replace the tra
ditional church. The theatre will be the 
church in the next centmy. 

I believe that Stan Vanderbeek will 
be proved right, that the church will 
give way to the movie house, only if 
we fail to respond to the opportunity of 
our age. \Ve need to retool for the elec
tronic age in the same way we retooled 
for the age of print during the Protestant 
Reformation. At the moment we are not 
doing this with sufficient speed. A close 
friend of mine, college educated, wide
ly traveled, and under thirty years old 
remarked the other day that he does not 
know a single person his own age who 
attends church. This statement reveals 
the aweful fact that, especially in the 
city, the church is not competing with 
other forms of excitement and entertain
ment. Neither in the ghettoes of Har
lem, nor in the slick environment of 
Madison A venue are we reaching the 
young men and women who will be the 
leaders of the twenty-first century. The 
rhythms of the urban life-style do not 
follow the traditional patterns of the 
Christian church. The week-end, for ex
ample, has replaced the Sabbath as our 
chief means of counting time. And near
ly always, the week-end plans take pre
cedence over the childhood habit of 
church attendance. Yet the future be
longs to the city. If the church is to have 
an impact in the year two thousand, we 
must speak the languages of urban man. 
The young resident of the city simply will 
not listen to the se1mon, no matter how 
eloquent, because he has turned-off to 
the spoken word. If the church is to be 
heard we must use films and television, 
drama and dance. \Ve must learn to 
speak a thousand languages. If the 
church is to survive the twentieth cen
tury, we must become an electric circus 
of the spirit. 
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A Report on Technological Progress 

PROSPECTS 
FOR SURVIVAL 

BY NANCY SARTIN 
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A lady in Los Angeles received a bill 
for one month's telephone service that 
totalled $98,888.88. Feeling sure that the 
computer just needed a drop of oil or a 
nudge, she wrote a polite note to the 
telephone company and sent it with a 
check for $9.88. Thus began one of 
those nightmare encounters, familiar to 
too many of us, with a totally efficient 
system that can be prompted to com
pound, reinforce, and codify an error, 
but cannot be induced to admit or cor
rect it. 

In the course of a long exchange of 
broadsides, some handwritten and in
creasingly incoherent, others printed out 
on an automatic typewriter and increas
ingly adamant, the lady's telephone serv
ice was discontinued, the telephone 
company was sued for a large sum, and 
all the human beings connected with the 
matter lost a great deal of time, temper, 
and money. The computer, however, was 
implacable. When the case was settled, 
the computer was not called on the car
pet. It was fed a check for $98,888.88 
and retained its totally efficient self
estimate. 

In an encounter such as this one it is 
clear that the machine is the controlling 
factor. In an automated production Jine 
the human beings involved are subjected 
to the same impersonal criteria. Func
tioning in a machine-monitored environ
ment, they find their speed, accuracy, 
and methods measured within a very 
narrow range of alternatives. There is no 
dialogue with a computer. The function 
of the human element is quantified, as 
are all functions in the system. Elements 
which cannot be so measured are not 
included in the system. Humans, as lm
mans, are not measurable. Qualitative 
judgments are not transferable to quanti
tative expression, as John \\7iJkinson 
points out. The creature man is unpredic
table, irrational, and cannot be totally in
tegrated into the system. For the sake 
of the system's efficiency he is excluded 
from it wherever possible. 

As the technological complex takes 
over more and more areas of our lives
and it should be noted that any repeti
tious operation can theoretically be 
mechanized and automated-we are re
quired to accommodate ourselves to it 
increasingly. An early study of workers 
under automation (before 1960) in
dicated that the sense of depersonaliza
tion felt by them was more disturbing 
psychologically than either the boredom 
or the tension of their work. One sug
gested remedy, that of continued educa
tion and cultural pursuits outside the 
work situation, might foster an intoler
able split in the human personality. 
Treated as a machine all day and reach-
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ing for widening spiritual horizons in 
his spare time, the individual could be
come disoriented to both the work and 
recreative functions. 

Timt technology is in control of most 
aspects of our lives is undeniable. \Vhat 
Jacques Ellul calls the autonomy of 
techniques assures the continuation and 
refinement of this control. vVe are de
pendent upon an extremely sophisticated 
technology for not just our livelihood but 
our lives. \Vithout the web of technique, 
in transportation, communication, manu
facture, commerce, our whole artificial 
ecology cannot survive. TI1e question is 
whether that artificial ecology, gradual
ly developed by accretions of technique, 
is one whose equilibrium should be 
maintained, as in a natural ecology, or 
is one that can incorporate and adjust to 
sudden changes and imbalances of its 
own making or to those caused by 
human interference. 

Many instances of tragic mishap in 
our society can be traced not to tech
nological failure, but to insufficient ap
plication of technology or to human 
failure. \Vhen India was struck by one 
of the worst famines of modem times, 
the entire world was alerted to the dis
aster by instant communications systems. 
The providence of modem agriculture al
lowed vast stores of surplus food; and 
swift fransport was available in ships to 
the harbors at Bombay and Madras. 

But India's port facilities, roads, and 
transport vehicles are nearly as primitive 
as India's agriculture. A ship that could 
be unloaded in hours by mechanized 
dock facilities consumed days of labori
ous human toil after weeks of waiting in 
an Indian port. Equally slow and painful 
was the progress of relief to the drought 
stricken villages of the interior. 

In Africa even more recently we have 
witnessed the intervention of 20th cen
tury weaponry in a particularly savage 
local dispute. TI1is case of human failure, 
compounded by circumstances and atti
tudes on every side, is costing thousands 
of lives every day, with humans so far 
helpless to prevent it. TI1e machines in
volved are functioning beautifully. 

However much technology confrols 
the processes of society, there are still 
areas in which it is not equipped to 
function. Judgmental decisions are not 
possible to it, since they are not quanti
fiable. There is a considerable body of 
opinion that holds further that the men 
most intimately connected with processes 
of development in technology, scientists, 
for instance, should not he making judg
mental decisions in regard to applications 
of technology or directions in which it 
should develop. They are too involved in 
the process to be objective about it; and 
by their involvement they are less able 
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to discern the nontechnical considera
tions that should weigh decisions regard
ing the conditions of human survival 
than are those less involved in the 
technological process. 

Research and development, a creation 
of modem technology, has become an 
industry in itself. Government invest
ment in this developmental aspect of 
technology amounted to $17 billion in 
1967. Corporate and private funds in
vested in this field are also sizable. But 
there is no national policy in regard to 
scientific research or the use of tech
nology. There are no criteria for deter
mmmg if a given direction of 
investigation is proper or valid. There is 
no system of priorities that even suggests 
one avenue of inquiry as more urgent, 
necessary, or valuable than another, 
from the human standpoint. 

This means that although technology 
is admittedly unequipped to make de
cisions of a judgmental nature there is 
presently no guidance imposed on it by 
human society as a whole. Research and 
development are simply done in those 
fields where money is available. Of the 
$17 billion in government funds men
tioned above, about 85 percent was ap
propriated by three agencies whose pri
mary concern is military: the Atomic 
Energy Commission, the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
and the Department of Defense. 

Under such auspices, it is not hard to 
see why we have developed the ca
pability to destroy the planet earth a 
hundred times over but not yet put any 
effort into controlling storms, for in
stance, which might eventually bring 
about a balance between Hood and 
drought that now cause such human 
waste in many parts of the earth. We 
will reach the moon before we even try 
to irrigate the desert. We have developed 
a supersonic transport plane without 
considering its possible destructive effect 
on people underneath its path. We have 
not developed a means of transportation 
that will not pollute the city air as gaso
line engines do. vVe have developed a 
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ghoulish array of lethal gases and germ 
warfare weapons. \Ve have not developed 
any means of measuring worldwide pub
lic opinion, as Professor Karl Deutsch 
of Yale suggests, from which a sampling 
can be taken periodically to measure 
the buildup of hostilities or hostile pro
paganda, distribution of armed forces, 
weight of war industry in the economy, 
and economic or demographic changes 
that affect international balances. \Ve 
are developing instruments and research
ing trends. \~'e are not developing un
derstanding and researching causes. 

Left to its own surveillance, the tech
nological complex is unlikely to curtail 
or police its own development. It will 
develop most rapidly in areas where 
concerted effort is made. Out of limitless 
possible areas of research, only a few 
are pursued in a given period. Too often 
now these are selected by chance. Those 
pursued with the most dedication and 
energy are the ones which offer the most 
tangible results to a potential project 
sponsor. In the absence of a public policy 
concerning what questions now asked 
need most urgently to be answered, com
mercial application inevitably governs 
choices in areas of private research; 
military application is paramount in the 
85 per cent of government research and 
development funds controlled by the de
fense sector. 

vVe are not presented with the re
assurance-or is it anxiety-that what
ever can be dreamed will be accom
plished. We are faced with a much more 
difficult prospect that each day hap
hazard decisions are made to attempt or 
to abandon one technique or another, 
each decision opening another realm of 
choices beyond it, all acted upon with 
microsecond speed and electronic 
thoroughness that build before our un
believing eyes a world that changes even 
while we adjust our vision to examine 
it. 

If we learn to comprehend a matrix 
of totally variable functions, can we also 
learn to adjust to living in totally variable 
environment? Arnold Toynbee, in the 
book Change and Habit, views our cur
rent environment with its constant radical 
alteration as hostile to the emotional part 
of human make-up. The head, he feels, 
can accept the advance of technology by 
geometrical progression, the heart can
not; and therefore man at this juncture 
of history is deeply divided within him
self. History is badly out of gear, as 
social institutions adapt to teclmological 
change at different paces. \~Thether or 
not Toynbee's simple head-heart termi
nology adequately explains the. critical 
issues presented by technology, he has 
drawn attention to one of the prob
lems of control. Honed down to its es-

sentials, human intellect displays the 
same dispassionate, uncritical efficiency 
as the computer. Presented with a 
problem-any problem-it will reduce it 
to measurable elements and sort the 
strategies of solution according to game 
theory. Imponderable consequences, ir
rational reactions have no part in the 
calculations. Not only is the game set 
up as if the players were computers, but 
no game is forbidden to the technolo
gical operation; and none takes prece
dence. 

There are, however, games which are 
impractical to program. In general; 
problems involving human action or so
cial systems do not lend themselves to 
systems analysis. Joseph Engel summar
ized the deliberations of systems 
analysts at a recent forum on systems 
analysis and social change by admitting, 
"We're very good at hardware and tac
tical problems .... \~Te're lousy at strate
gic and philosophical problems. . . . I 
see a very long and difficult road ahead." 

In spite of this gloomy forecast, 
technology has provided some useful 
solutions to social situations. If the popu
lation concentration on the eastern sea
board is broken down into manageable 
segments-traffic, finance, consumer 
goods, power needs, pollution control, 
recreation, these can be handled by com
puter analysis. Indeed, technology is re
sponsible for the continued functioning 
of meh·opolitan facilities already. It will 
be required to assume more and more 
responsibility in urban areas during the 
immediate future. 

The need to counterbalance our in
creasing dependence on an impersonal 
technology, the need for conscious direc
tion of technological development is be
coming increasingly apparent. Let us 
look at some of the possibilities for the 
future. 

"As a rational analyst of the present 
situation," Robert Theobald said in an 
address given last fall , "I must first ac
cept the fact that the probability of 
collapse is very high." 

He was talking about American so
ciety. 

If we broaden the scope to tl1e whole 
world, the prospect becomes even 
bleaker. In the world as a whole there 
is far less habituation to constant change, 
far less belief in progress as inevitable 
and desirable than there is in the At
lantic community, and in America in 
particular. In predicting tl1e future ten 
years or fifty years ahead of us, accep
table statistical practice is to extend the 
developmental curves in tlie direction 
they are now moving. This is easiest to 
do in the case of trends well underway. 
Population growth, food production, per
sonal income, deatl1 rates, all give us 
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impressive improvement curves projected 
to the turn of the century. TI1e tendency 
of social developments to continue in 
the pattern they now display-the 
statistical inertia of progress-can be de
pended on to amaze us with the won
ders to come that are inevitable in the 
statistical future. 

If current trends continue, we are 
bound to have cities of eighty million 
people. "'e are bound to find a cure for 
cancer, bound to extract food from the 
ocean, bound to live a century and a 
half, bound to have adequate income 
with abundant leisure. 

TI1ere arc a few other interesting 
curves to project. If we extrapolate the 
projected figures of automobile manu
facture in the United States, by the year 
2000, in order to accommodate the num
ber of automobiles in the country, 300 
lanes of traffic will be needed for New 
York to Los Angeles just to park them 
bumper to bumper. If current statistical 
curves of food production and popula
tion in India continue, by the year 2000 
a population equal to the present Cal
cutta would have to be eliminated each 
year in order to provide 1000 calories 
a day to the rest. If the personal income 
curves of Egypt and Japan are extended 
to the year 2000, the prediction is for 
the per capita Egyptian income to have 
increased to just over $100 a year, while 
that year in Japan personal income will 
he $20,000 per capita. The statistical 
curves of conventional and nuclear 
weapons production extended to the 
year 2000 \vill give Egypt an arsenal by 
that time that will he more than ade
quate to relieve the frustration of its 
poverty by blowing us all up before 
lunch. 

In order to take advantage of tech
nological developments as they appear 
with constantly accelerating frequency, 
a climate of acceptance and adapfability 
must be created, not just in America, 
but in parts of the world where until 
now survival has been insulated from 
change, and society inimical to it. Un
less we learn very quickly to recognize 
technological opportunities and techno
logical dangers as well, we will remain 
subject to the blind vectors of inertia. 
If by the year 2000 half the world is 
paralyzed by starvation and the other 
half is choked by technological paralysis, 
chances are that blowing it all up would 
he the kindest thing to do. 

In the light of this necessity, the most 
hopeful sign on the horizon is the present 
leadership being assumed in the scientific 
and academic community for efforts to 
bring technology under public control, 
to form some sort of general consensus 
about its benefits and dangers, and to 
fo1mulate some principles that will direct 
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its development to human advantage and 
mitigate its dehumanizing tendencies. 

However, to accept social goals and 
agree on clear dangers is not at all the 
same as taking the sometimes radical 
actions that will make such decisions 
operative. In order to assure our con
tinued survival in the face of suicidal 
tendencies in our genes and our in
genuity that become more apparent 
daily, it is not enough to be in favor of 
clean air, peace, pure water, indoor 
plumbing, and zones of quiet; we must 
bend our resources toward these goals 
and away from the dominance of an in
dustrial complex that has dirty air, war, 
filth-laden water, poverty, and noises as 
its necessary waste products, It is not in 
the nature of the technological complex 
to pursue mutually exclusive alternatives 
at the same time. 111C computer does 
not accept the evaluation that peace is 
more desirable than war. It accepts no 
evaluation at all, only quantified prob
lems. \Vhen humans attempt to cause 
a computer to pursue mutually exclusive 
goals, we get the kind of trouble that is 
evidenced in the Flll military aircraft 
that does not fit the specifications of 
either service that requested such a 
plane, and has so for proved unservice
able altogether. 

\Ve are in for a spate of such failures 
in the next decade as technology is ap
plied experimentally in situations where 
more and more complex factors operate, 
where the reactions of the nah1ral en
vironment and human beings substantial
ly affect the outcome of computer 
predictions. TI1ere may be widespread 
dissatisfaction with computers in this 
period, a distrust of administrative con
trols which have computerized functions. 
During this period we will have to re
mind ourselves constantly that the inade
quacies are not essentially those of the 
machines hut lie in our misuse of them. 

In the short time we have now, while 
technology is just ~developing into an 
efficient tool, it is of crucial importance 
that we, the citizenry, maintain an aware
ness of the realities of power and in
fluence in our society and bend our ef
forts to move the seats of power in 
directions that will benefit the whole of 
society rather than certain vocal seg
ments of it. 

It is a healthy sign that a rift has de
veloped between the scientific establish
ment and the military and that scientists 
are currently leading advocates of lm
man values. It is not too hopeful how
ever, since the research funds that can 
change the directions in which tech
nology grows are now preponderantly in 
military control. TI1e attempt last year 
by the Senate to remove some research 
and development funds from the De-

fense Department budget is the first 
evidence that this policy may he 
changed. Industrial and vehicular air 
pollution is another area where each 
human gain will have to be won against 
extremely powerful interests. But even 
if these efforts at control succeed, they 
do not constitute directional changes in 
technology, but merely a cleanup action 
to remedy the most glaring destruction 
of man and his environment. 

Much more difficult public decisions 
will be involved when we come to take 
positive action in specific areas of tech
nological and human evolution. If we arc 
to remain a democracy and not succumb 
to one form or another of authoritarian
ism, there must arise now a generation 
that is not merely well trained, but more 
importantly is well educated. To vote, 
to legislate, and to govern in a society 
of the kind of complexity, exquisite in
terdependence, and sheer numbers that is 
now coming into being, we will need to 
be more than experts, competent and 
economically eA}Jloitable in a narrowly 
delineated field. We will need, as Chris
topher Wright of Columbia University 
points out, "individuals capable of judg
ing and taking positions in a variety of 
interrelated fields." It is not possible to 
predict from what comer of human 
creativity the next leap forward may 
come. 

At a time when our school systems arc 
producing specialists in smaller and 
smaller areas of competence, Professor 
\Vright suggests that what our schools 
need is interdisciplinary studies at all 
levels. 

It may seem gratuitous to mount an
other attack on our educational system 
at a time when teachers arc inclined to 
teach more and more about less and 
less, and parents are inclined to demand 
more and more accelerated programs in 
a narrower range of subjects, but vote 
down the tax increases that would at
tract better teachers to the schools. How
ever, there is no denying that the tech
nology that now threatens our survival 
has been de'Jeloped by expertise with
out much judgment. To gain control of 
technology, to regain the primal place of 
man over things in our environment, we 
need some assurance that the hand that 
guides the machine \vill also be habitu
ated to sensitivity and understanding 
about the creature that all this apparatus 
is designed to benefit. 

\Vhat are our prospects for survival? 
Measured quantitatively in the computer 
they are rather poor. Our hope of sur
vival lies not in technology but in our
selves, in our luck as God's children of 
fortune, and in human love that reaches 
across all the printed circuits and says 
"yes" in spite of everything. 
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A.D. 2000: 

TOWARD 
ENV RONMENTAL 
SECURTY 

BY DA YID GRAHAM 

Mr. Graham, a student at Union Theological Seminary, has been 
working with economist Robert Theobald on studies relating 
to technology and the future. 
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The appearance of calm which typifies tu 
the new Administration has many peo- fie 
ple convinced that they have an oppor- ci! 
tunity to work for intelligent changes in 
our society. On the visible level standard co 
operating procedure seems to character- P' 
ize what's happening. Below the level pi 
of visibility people are beginning to see sc 
that new styles of living are both pos- ci 
sible and necessary. Jl( 

Behind this new sense of hope for a !TI 

livable future is what President Nixon st 
has referred to as the "new consensus." 
Basically the new consensus is formed 
by those peopl~ who have decided that 
they will invent their own future. And it 
is important to recognize that this de
cision has been made by people with 
different backgrounds and in different 
places. There is a theme common to the 
youth, the working-class whites, the poor, 
women, and now, perhaps, the intel
lectuals. This theme is that men must 
have the opportunity to create their 
future; they must be allowed to decide 
how their lives will be lived. 

This has suddenly become a possi
bility because American culture has ex
perienced profound changes within a 
relatively short time: 

_Where a major problem used to be 
the most equitable distribution of scarce 
goods and services we now have the 
potential of producing all the goods and 
services any person needs-at relatively 
low cost. W'e have solved the major eco
nomic problem of the centuries: how to 
produce enough food, clothing and shel
ter to ensure a dignified life for all peo
ple. 

_Where the production capacity of a 
large society used to be dependent on a 
large labor force our production ca
pacity is now increasing dramatically 
while the number of people needed to 
operate the means of production is de
creasing dramatically. We have solved 
a major production problem of the cen
turies: how to get enough qualified peo
ple to man the means of production. 

_Where the society used to be linked 
by transportation nets we can now inter
link various groups and institutions via 
communications nets. vVe have solved 
the major communication problem of 
the centuries: how to keep people sep
arated by space informed about what 
each is doing. 

_,Vhere we used to depend on a few 
people with time and a specific location 
to preserve and create the knowledge 
necessary for intelligent decisions, we 
can now ensure that all citizens have 
access, wherever they are, to relevant 
l'nowledge and that the l"nowledge they 
create can be rapidly disseminated for 
other people to use. 'Ve have solved the 
major education problem of the cen~ 
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turics: how to <lcvelop a populace suf
ficiently infonned to make intelligent de
cisions a bout its future. 

Clearly we have found ways to over
come some of man's most difficult and 
persistent problems. In overcoming these 
problems we have created a whole new 
set of possibilities for operating a so
ciety. \Ve are like an orchestra given a 
new repertoire: we need new inshi_1-
ments, different sounds from existing in
struments, new tonal patterns fo1m the 
ensemble; even the conductor, if there 
is one, must learn new movements. The 
young, the poor, women, the working
class, the intellectuals have perceived 
some of these new possibilities and are 
anxious to try them out. 

Three methods of predicting how 
American culture might he orchestrated 
or organized in the future are emerging 
from the present discussion. 

The first method assumes that the 
major factors in the future will be the 
new technologies. Thus an attempt is 
made to guess when these inventions 
will come into general use. This method 
was adopted by Heiman Kahn and 
Anthony J. \Viener in the Summer 1967 
issue of Daedalus, the journal of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
The second method attempts to describe 
the future as an extension of certain past 
and present trends. According to this 
view the future will be essentially the 
present writ large. In his recent hook 
Herman Kahn is also a leading exponent 
of this view. The third method attempts 
to say that the future will he what people 
today decide to make it. According to 
this view, man is neither the captive of 
present trends nor the passive observer 
of technological "progress." He has, 
rather, the opportunity both to control 
technology for his own benefit and to 
create new trends which overcome the 
undesirable effects of present trends. 

The first method is useful as far as it 
· goes, but it is clearly inadequate because 

it does not pay sufficient attention to 
the many possible uses, some creative 
others quite destructive, of the new tech
nologies. In addition, one could cite sev
eral examples where the projected dates 
for the emergence of specific inventions 
were incredibly conservative. Equally 
short-sighted have been projections of 
the effect of new inventions. 

Likewise the second method is useful 
to a point. It is particularly valuable in 
showing where a constant, indefinite ex
tension of present trends might lead us
to a Doomsday Machine for one. It is 
inadequate, however, because it does not 
allow for the fact that men have a 
tendency to redirect and to create new 
trends which may become more domi
nant than present trends. 
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More importantly, as Robert Theobald 
has demonstrated in his recent book An 
Altemative Future for America, this 
method fails to comprehend the fact that 
we have, largely by default, created a 
new cultural environment for which 
many present trends are undesirable. 
Theobald argues that man is capable of 
changing undesirable present trends. In 
a very real sense, the future of mankind 
depends on our capacity to create alter
natives to these trends. 

We should not fall into the trap of 
believing that the future will inevitably 
be either very bad or exceptionally 
grand. There is increasing agreement 
that if the tendencies to make war and 
repress dissent continue then the future 
looks rather bleak and dangerous. How
ever, this does not take into account the 
possibility that people will begin to ini
tiate actions that will ensure a livable 
future. The future does not have to be 
the present writ large; we have the choice 
of making it something better. 

vVe are entering an era where what is 
dreamable can become possible. \Ve 
have the incredible power to make ideas 
realities, literally to create resources by 
making decisions to create resources. For 
instance, the decision to send men to the 
moon was more important than the trip 
itself. When we can decide to make the 
impossible possible we undercut a sense 
of wonder at the achievement. 

Although dealing with social crises is 
a more complex operation than sending 
men to the moon, and although we are 
just beginning to learn how to change 
present trends without touching off a 
backlash, certain ideas for how to or
ganize this society are gaining clarity 
and, in some cases, acceptance. I would 
like to outline a few of these with the 
understanding that they will not in
evitably come to pass. I emphasize that 
these are alternatives to present trends 
which people may find useful for think
ing about A.D. 2000. 

First, it appears that we may be able 
to shift the center of social debate away 
from economic and political loyalties to-
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ward what we would call the issue of en
vironmental security. On this new level 
of debate the factor motivating action 
would be a desire to make intelligent de
cisions about the development and use 
of various resources. 

For instance, the decision whether to 
install nuclear missiles in suburbs would 
be made on the basis of whether the 
local citizens want them and whether 
they are too dangerous rather than 
whether some dubious military priority 
considers them necessary. 

Or again, the decision to permit the 
sale of internal combustion automobiles 
would be made in the light of what we 
know about the effects of air pollution 
rather than with reference to the na
tion's present profit structure. In other 
words, we would be debating the proba
ble effects a particular action has on our 
global and local environments; and in 
order to ensure a significant debate we 
should provide all citizens with accurate 
information regarding these probable ef
fects. 

Quite frankly, we need to shift the 
debate on resource development and use 
from questions of feasibility to questions 
of desirability. The huge oil slicks 
appearing on the world's beaches seem 
to be teaching us this. Instead of asking 
whether some resource development will 
reap profits we should ask whether it 
would contribute to a habitable and 
secure environment. An open question at 
this point is whether our will to change 
is proportional to the need for change. 

Second, it now appears that we can 
provide basic food, clothing, shelter and 
health care, both preventive and curative, 
for all citizens while t11e vast majority 
of them are not employed. If we decide 
to provide all citizens with basic econ
omic security in the fonn of a guaranteed 
income, men will no longer be under 
compulsion to seek a job in order to live 
in dignity. Indeed they will be free to 
perform that work which contributes to 
the fulfillment of their unique potential. 

Third, we can develop attitudes of 
sharing power with rather than having 
power over other people. This is becom
ing more a possibility as various groups 
in the culture develop distinctive life 
styles and values. Basically, we are learn
ing that it is pos~ible to organize the so
ciety around cooperation rather than 
competition and process rather than 
force. This is what the new consensus is 
saying to the bureaucrats and managers: 
remember that we are human beings with 
hopes and fears and that we must be in
volved at every point in the decisions 
which affect our environment. 

Fourth, in order to conserve energy 
and resources we can find ways of re
cycling them. It should be possible to 

build a house or apartment building 
which re-cycles water and generates 
electricity from solar energy rather than 
hydro-electric or fuel-burning plants. We 
could find ways of re-cycling garbage 
and other wastes in order to create clean 
energy. Our goal should be to make 
machines and processes which create as 
much or more energy than they me. 

Fifth, we may find that our travel 
needs are greatly reduced. If we are in
terlinked via communictttions lines with 
all people and all knowledge resources, 
it will be possible to visit, exchange ideas 
and transact business from one's home. 
\\Te would not need office buildings, at 
least in such large numbers. Nor would 
we need elaborate transportation lines. 
And where we do need transportation 
we could make it primarily public thus 
reducing the number of highways. 

This may not appeal to many people 
who consider it their right to move 
around in private cars, however, when 
we realize that our present rate of high
way construction ( 1,000,000 acres a year 
in this country alone, according to the 
Sierra Club) is significantly and rapidly 
reducing the earth's ability to generate 
oxygen, we can understand that public 
transportation and a vastly increased 
communications potential are moving 
from options to necessities. 

Sixth, it is becoming clear that the 
Church must rather quickly decide 
whether as the Church she will be di
rectly involved in the creation of alterna
tive futures or whether she will adopt an 
observer stance in a world which has 
passed her by. If the Church has any
thing significant to say she must come 
up front and say it now because t11e 
world has no time to stand around wait
ing. I believe the ancient idea of the 
Church as the Body of Christ suggests a 
very strong concept of what the Church 
should do. In a sense, to be the Body of 
Christ is to become responsible for t11e 
operation of this world. Put in other 
terms, the responsibility of the Church 
is to facilitate the creation of a secure 
environment. In order to accomplish t11is 
the Church must, I believe, understand 
the nature of the new consensus and be
gin teaching people some of the new 
possibilities for ensuring a livable future. 

The reader will notice that I have not 1 

discussed A.D. 2000 in terms of glowing 
predictions. The reason is simply t11at 
A.D. 2000 will be what people today de
cide to make it, either by initiative or de
fault. At issue is a problem of will: 
whether people want a livable future or 
whether they will take what comes from 
present trends, many of which are clearly 
dangerous. One aspect of this general cul
tural problem is the question of whether 
the Church will decide to be the Church. 
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MORE PEOPLE, 
MORE HOUSES, 
MORE PLANNING 

BY AMY LEE 

Window on the United Nations 
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As the United Nations looks ahead to 
the year 2000, what does it see? 

Millions more people and a desperate 
need to house them, particularly in and 
arom1d towns and cities where they are 
rapidly creating shantytowns and squat
ters' "suburbs." 

"By the year 2000, it is estimated that 
more than two-thirds of the world will 
be urban in character," said Eric Carl
son, chief, Housing Section of the UN's 
Center for Housing, Building, and Plan
ning, in an address last June at a confer
ence on "Housing the Developing Na
tions," at the Building Research Institute, 
Washington, D. C. 

"The urban population will have 
grown from 500 million in 1950 to well 
over 4 billion, or an increase of eight 
times in 50 years .... 

"To take account of the increases in 
population and urbanization, demolition 
and destruction of present dwellings, and 
to provide housing of acceptable stand
ard," Mr. Carlson continued, "the United 
Nations estimated that at least 390 mil
lion dwellings should be built between 
the period 1960 to 1975, at a rate which 
would reach 25 to 27 million dwelling 
units per year. It was estimated that at 
least 10 dwelling units per 1,000 popu
lation should be built in most countries 
of the developing regions. The situation 
in 1968, however, indicates that very few 
such countries have reached a housing 
construction output of even two dwelling 
units per 1,000 population, or less than 
one-fifth of the original targets .... 

"It seems to me," Mr. Carlson went 
on, "that the paradox of poverty in the 
midst of plenty will be challenged as 
never before in the whole field <Df l10us
ing and urban development. Scienc~ and 
technology must play a fuller role with 
respect to this whole problem, and pro
vide major new solutions and break
throughs for dramatically lowering the 
costs of housing and the entire surround
ing living environments so that these will 
become accessible to the majority of 
families in the developing countries. Only 
in this way will there be a chance of 
developing the human resources of these 
countries to their full potential so that 
they will become more of a direct and 
driving force for development." 

In the preface of a report, "vVorld 
Population Prospects," published by the 
UN's Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs in 1966, readers are alerted 
to consider the projections as "an assess
ment of plausible prospects," realizing 
that they will require revision as new 
information becomes available. Even as 
this issue of Vi'oRLn OUTLOOK was going 
to press, a new United Nations popula
tion·projections study was being readied 
for publication. 

These projections were made in the 
1966 study: 

"The population of most developing 
countries is now increasing at annual 
rates ranging from about 1.0 percent to 
3.5 percent, and that of most developed 
countries at rates typically between 0.5 
and 1.7 percent. ... 

"In nearly all the developing countries 
there remains considerable scope for 
rapid decreases in the death rate, so that 
the prevailing tendency is one of ac
celerating population growth. The de
veloped countries, for the most part, are 
undergoing a progressive increase in the 
proportion of aged persons in the popu
lation; hence, the tendency for them is a 
gradual slowing-down of population 
growth, except for appreciable changes 
that may result from fluctuations in the 
birth rate . ... 

"World population growth has con
spicuously accelerated owing to the ef
fects of mortality decline and may still 
accelerate further for the same reason. 
Nothing can grow forever and it is in
evitable that this growth must eventually 
slow down. 'Vhile the rate of growth 
can fall to a low level through fertility 
decline, this would not happen within 
a few decades, even if fertility decline 
were to set in at once. There are now 
large areas of rapid population growth 
where it is doubtful that any fertility de
cline will begin within the period of the 
present projections; if fertility does not 
decline, the prospect of eventual slow
ing down of population growth is re
moved to a more distant future, and the 
eventual size of the population will be 
still much larger .... 

"During the forty years from 1920 to 
1960, it is estimated that the world popu
lation increased about 61 percent. The 
estimated increase was approximately 
one-tenth in each decade from 1920 to 
1950, and nearly one-fifth in the decade 
of the 1950's. 

"Between 1950 and 1960, it is 
estimated that the world population was 
augmented by 483 million persons-a 
number larger than the population of 
Europe in 1960 and approximately equal 
to the combined population of Africa 
and Latin America. 

"All major areas shared in the accel
erated growth of population during the 
l950's. In general, the rate of growth in 
each area was higher during this decade 
than it had been in any of the three 
preceding decades. The only exception 
was Europe, where the growth rate in 
the 1950's did not rise higher than that 
in the 1920's, though it was distinctly 
higher than the rates of the 1930's and 
1940's .... 

"Latin America has had the highest 
rate of population growth in every 
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decade since 1920 and Europe has gen
erally had the lowest rate, except in the 
1940's when ... population decreased 
in the Soviet Union .... 

"Tiie world population, approximately 
3,000 million in 1960, would rise to the 
order of 5,400 to 7,000 million by 2000, 
according to ... projections." 

The study shows these contrasting pro
jections for the developing and devel
oped regions of the world: 

"The projections indicate that the 
major share of the world population 
growth during the remainder of the 
present century can be expected to ac
crue to the less developed regions. Ac
cording to the 'medium' variant, their 
aggregate population would more than 
double, going from about 2,000 million 
in 1960 to more than 4,600 million in 
2000. In comparison with this, the 'low' 
variant indicates an increase smaller by 
about 500 million, and the 'high' variant 
an increase more than 730 million 
greater. 

"In the more developed areas, the 
'medium' variant suggests an increase by 
48 percent from 1960 to 2000, from some
what less than 1,000 million to 1,441 mil
lion, while the 'low' variant would 
amount to 148 million less and the 'high' 
variant about 133 million more in the 
year 2000 .... 

"The divergence between population 
growth rates of the two principal world 
segments naturally affects their relative 
size within the world total, making for 
an increase in the share of the less de
veloped segment at the expense of the 
more developed. Such a shift is apparent 
in the population estimates of the past 
40 years, and it is likely to continue. 

"Europe, the Soviet Union, and Japan 
comprise a majority of the population of 
the more developed areas; they have had 
smaller shares in world population 
growth during 1940-1960 than their 
shares in world population. Further
more, in accordance with the projections, 
their contributions to the world popula
tion growth of the more developed areas 
are likely to dwindle further. 

"The opposite observation holds for 
the less developed areas except that in 
East Asia, despite the admittedly very 
uncertain estimates, population growth 
has probably been, and may continue to 
be, less than the area's share in world 
population. 

"The share in world population growth 
accruing in South Asia in recent decades 
has risen from apparently one third to 
two fifths, and the latter proportion may 
be nearly maintained for another three 
or four decades despite the large fertility 
declines assumed in the regional popula-
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tion projections for that area. 
"On the other hand, Europe's share in 

world population growth, which was 
relatively substantial in the 1920's and 
1930's, is apt to diminish and to become 
comparatively small. 

"A large rise in the share of world 
population growth accruing to Africa is 
foreseen in the projections and a con
siderable rise is also anticipated in Latin 
America." 

In another address on "Housing the 
Developing Countries," given last Oc
tober at the 11th International Congress 
of Building Societies and Savings As
sociations in Sydney, Australia, Mr. Carl
son made these points: 

"A serious crisis in housing and urban 
development affects many countries of 
tlie world, whose full effects are only 
now being appreciated. With the world's 
population due to be increasing at the 
rate of over 125 million annually by the 
year 2000, with the slum areas of cities 
in many developing countries growing 
at 12 to 15 percent per year, and with 
the contrasts ever increasing between 
the 'have-nots' and the 36 countries with 
more than $200 per capita annually, 
emergency measures are now re
quired .... 

"As an instrumentality of the Member 
States, the United Nations will un
doubtedly continue to be much con
cerned with the problems of building for 
the world's population. Various resolu
tions of tl1e General Assembly and the 
Economic and Social Council appeal in 
different ways for concerted national and 
international action, especially to pro
vide housing for low income families." 

In an Aide Memoire of February 1969, 
the UN's Center for Housing, Building, 
and Planning stressed various aspects of 
this concern voiced by Mr. Carlson. For 
example: 

"The current population projections 
for the less devel9ped areas of Latin 
America, Africa, and Asia show tliat the 
urban populations (in centers with 
20,000 or more inhabitants) in these 
areas are estimated to reach 464.3 mil
lions by the year 1970 and 1,143.7 mil
lions by the year 2000: an increase of 
nearly 973 millions in this 30-year period. 
In the same areas, the increase in urban 
population during the 10-year period 
1970-1980 is expected to be 229.1 mil
lions: an urban increase of some 62,700 
persons 71er day . ... 

"TI1e movement of rural people into 
towns and cities in the developing coun
tries is being accommodated at t11e pres
ent time in two main ways: by the rapid 
rise of living densities in existing low
rental urban housing areas, causing an 

extension and intensification of slum con
ditions; and by the invasion of previously 
unoccupied (and typically peripheral) 
public or private lands, causing rapid 
and uncontrolled expansion of the town 
or city itself .... 

"During recent years the United Na
tions has commissioned studies and or
ganized inter-regional seminars and 
meetings of expert groups that have laid 
the groundwork for a sound understand
ing of the scale and nature of the 
urbanization problems affecting the de
veloping countries, and for providing 
assistance to governments of these coun
tries in their activities in this field .... 

"There can be no doubt that, if the 
problems of rural-urban migration and 
urban settlement are to meet witli an 
effective response from public institu
tions in the developing countries, both 
local initiative and external assistance in 
these countries will have to be combined 
and applied on a massive scale during 
the coming decades-and particularly so 
during the 1970's, when critically im
portant precedents for long-term action 
by governments in this field of work will 
be established." 

In his talk before the Building Re
search Institute in Washington, Mr. 
Carlson stressed the need not only for 
government action in this field but also 
that of the private sector. He said: 

"To be effective [housing and com
munity improvements] programs are 
likely to involve public and private col
laboration on an unprecedented scale, in 
various combinations of mutual aid 
among international and national agen
cies. TI1ere must be a recognition of tlie 
inherent dignity of man in the worlds 
created for and by him through a new 
'design initiative,' incorporating a social 
architecture and an environmental en
gineering concept which will strengthen 
and renew the sense of humanity .... 

"This is not a question of a charity 
approach to world development. One de
veloping country after another is achiev
ing significant new levels of progress, 
and control of its environmental re
sources and possibilities, and showing the 
way with imaginative new patterns and 
programs. It is important to look at this 
scene not from a viewpoint of smug 
provincialism, but rather to share fully 
in t11e advantages of the exciting par
ticipative ventures that arc opening up 
with the spread of tl1e new planetary so
ciety over the globe's surface. 

", .. All [the United Nations'] efforts 
must go hand in hand with an un
precedented mobilization of nongovern
mental and private resources if successful 
results arc to be achieved." 
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more effectually 

to extend their labors,, 
BY J. TREMAYNE COPPLESTONE 

Every look into the future is based upon a historical perspective. This 
month marks the l SOth anniversary of the founding of the first board of 
missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Dr. Copplestone, editor of 
the History of Missions of the United Methodist Church, brings us that 
story. 

"Resolved, that it is expedient for this 
meeting to form a Missionary and Bible 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in America." 

Freeborn Garrettson, a member of 
American Methodism's · first foreign mis
sionary team, made the motion. Nathan 
Bangs, later the first full-time Methodist 
missionary executive and the Church's 
first historian, put the motion to the 
meeting. It was adopted by a company 
of laymen and ministers gathered in the 
Forsythe Street Church (sometimes 
called Bowery Church) in New York 
City. Later in the evening, they imple
mented their resolution by adopting a 
constitution and electing a panel of of
ficers and a thirty-two-man board of 
managers. 

The date was April 5, 1819, in the 
third year of the first administration of 
President James Monroe. And the mo
tions adopted founded the missionary 
organization whose newest name is the 
Board of Missions of the United Meth
odist Church. 

The Board of Managers acted fast; two 
nights after their election, they met in 
the schoolroom of the same church to 
finish organizing the Missionary and 
Bible Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in America. The Managers next 
met on the 26th in the lecture room of 
the recently dedicated John Street 
Church (the building still stands, not 
far from \Vall Street, in downtown New 
York). 

At this second meeting, they acted 
to publicize the new society among the 
200,000 \vhite and 39,000 colored mem
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
(they took such head counts officially in 
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those days). Thus they created the first 
Methodist missionary promotional ma
terials, ordering 2,000 copies each of the 
Society's Constitution, an Address to the 
Annual Conferences, a "draft of a Con
stitution deemed suitable for auxiliary 
Societies," and a covering Circular. 
These items were to be broadcast 
through the Annual Conferences, and 
they were. 

A year later, the Society presented 
its Constitution for amendment and 
adoption by the General Conference, sit
ting in Baltimore. On May 26, after hear
ing a lengthy committee report on the 
Church's missionary responsibility and 
current opportunity, the Conference ap
proved the establishment of the Mis
sionary Society and adopted the Con
stitution with certain recommended re
visions. This act made the Society, now 
renamed The Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the official 
missionary arm of the,. denomination. 

This new status gave the Society the 
backing of the Bishops and of the Con
ferences in developing throughout the 
Church a system of local and Confer
ence auxiliary societies to assist it in pro
moting missionary intelligence and in 
gathering offerings to be devoted to 
supporting missionaries. To the Bishops 
were assigned the functions of appoint
ing the missionaries and of expending 
the funds annually appropriated by the 
Society's Board of . Managers. 

This was by no means the beginning 
of Methodist missions in America. 
Through its first seventy-five years, the 
spread of American Methodism itself 
was not essentially the erection and en
largement of an ecclesiastical structure, 

but the growth of a m1ss10nary move
ment. The first two volumes of Dr. Wade 
Crawford Barclay's History of Method
ist Missions impressively demonstrate 
that. In 1766, there were only two small 
groups of Methodists, one in New York 
City, one in the Maryland countryside. 
When the Church was founded in 1784, 
as many as 15,000 Methodists belonged 
to societies scattered through North 
Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, New 
Jersey, and New York. That was the re
sult of the labors of a small corps of 
mounted missionaries. 

In 1820 there were sixteen times as 
many Methodists, and among the Gen
eral Conference members voting to ap
prove the Missionary Society were dele
gates from six new Conferences-New 
England, Ohio, Missouri, Mississippi, 
Tennessee, and South Carolina. This too 
was the work of the literally itinerant 
horseback ministry of Methodist mis
sionaries. And the Conferences them
selves were sources of new projects in 
missionary outreach to America's shift
ing geographical and spiritual frontiers. 

With still broader orientation, begin
ning with the commissioning of Free
born Garrettson and James 0. Cromwell 
in 1785, the Methodist Episcopal Church 
maintained a mission in Nova Scotia for 
fourteen years. It briefly sponsored work 
in Antigua, though the American mis
sionary assigned to it in 1785 died before 
he could sail for his field. When Nathan 
Bangs chaired the Missionary Society's 
founding meeting, American Methodist 
missionaries had been riding circuits in 
Upper Canada for twenty years. That is 
where Bangs won his own spurs as a 
traveling preacher. 
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If, as Bangs himself declared, "the 
itinerating ministry of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church was the most exten
sive and energetic missionary system in 
existence," why, then, were he and some 
of his colleagues so eager to get a sep
arate missionary society going? Some of 
their fellow churchmen felt that all that 
was necessary in order to accomplish 
the Church's missionary purpose was to 
provide adequate support for the regular 
ministry. 

To this the Society's sponsors made a 
five-point rebuttal: ( 1) :Many Method
ists already were contributing to the 
missions of other denominations money 
and influence "which might otherwise 
be brought within our own control." 
( 2) The regular ministry often was 
financially crippled in -its efforts to ex
tend its reach, especially into the new 
and remote settlements. (3) It was a 
time of special opportunity to take up 
tha duty to carry Christianity to "the 
aborigines of our country." ( 4) It might 
soon become necessary to support foreign 
missions like those alreadv undertaken 
by others. ( 5) The concentrated promo
tional efforts of ~ separate soc;iety would 
raise more money for missions and thus 
do more good. 
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The founding of the }.lissionary So
ciety was, then, neither the birth of 
}.lcthodism's missionary consciousness 
nor the first awakening of its missionary 
activity. It was the forging of a new 
instrument, to enable it to avoid losing 
its missionary momentum through ab
sorption of its energies and resources in 
the parochial church life that was taking 
shape in the more settled parts of the 
still growing country. It was the fashion
ing of a piece of organizational equip
ment for penetrating the wilderness be
vond the not too distant western frontier 
;md for reaching far abroad into foreign 
lands. The Constitution as revised by the 
General Conference in 1820 defined the 
Society's purpose not normatively or 
theologically, but functionally: 

"the express purpose of enabling the 
several annual conferences more ef
fectually to extend their missionary 
labors tluoughout tllC United States 
and elsewhere; and also to assist in 
the support and promotion of mis
sionary schools and missions in our 
own and in foreign countries." 
Back of this general definition lay 

many months of concrete thinking about 
prospective mission fields. TI1e General 
Conference accepted priorities suggested 
by its committee: "the Canadas, the 
Floridas, the state of Louisiana, the ter
ritories of Arkansas and Missouri, our 
western frontiers generally, having re
gard to those who use tl1e French, 
Spanish, or other foreign languages, as 
well as to those who use the English; 
together with any destitute places in the 
interior in which circuits may not yet 
have been formed." The original spon
sors had suggested also missions among 
the "Spaniards of South America." 

The General Conference, like tl1e 
Missionary Society, gave fullest attention 
and highest priority to missions among 
the Indians. Asserting that the "civiliza
tion of the Indians \vill promote their 
evangelization," the Conference author
ized full participation of Methodist mis
sionaries and other personnel in estab
lishing and conducting schools under an 
act of Congress appropriating $10,000 
for Federal aid to the education of In
dians ( tl1e separation of Church and 
State being no clearer a doctrine then 
tlrnn now). Other denominations already 
were using their share of the grants 
available tl1rough the Department of 
War, headed by John C. Call1oun. 

In August, already enjoying coopera
tion and contributions from a number of 
Conference and local auxiliaries and 
now fortified with General Conference 
approval, the Missionary Society, with 
$1,535 in its treasury, made a beginning 
in field work. It sent Ebenezer Brown of 
tl1e New York Conference out to Louisi-

:ma on horseback to preach to the 
French inhabitants of New Orleans. Al
though he studied French before leav
ing, Brown made no effective contact 
with them, not so much that there was 
a language barrier, but because they 
were Roman Catholics. 

In 1821, the Missionmy Society made 
its first appropriation for Indian mis
sions, supporting the work of James B. 
Finley of the Ohio Conference, who de
veloped a Methodist church among the 
Wyandots living at Upper Sandusky and 
also built and operated a government
sponsored school for their children. 
Methodism had got a good foothold 
among these people tl1rough the preach
ing of John Stewart, an unlettered free
born Negro who, following his con
version, came to them as a stranger and 
a self-appointed missionary in 1816. A 
dozen years after Finley's appointment, 
the Methodists' Indian missions also in
cluded groups of Creeks, Cherokees, 
Potawotamis, Choctaws, Oneidas, Shaw
nees, and Kansas as well as Indians in 
Upper Canada. 

By the time Bangs wrote his Au
tlientic History of tlie Missions in 1832, 
the Society Jmd been involved in as many 
as thirty major mission projects from 
~faine to Georgia to Illinois. Most of 
them were rural missions, even the 
"Harlaem Mission," which embraced 
"the scattered population in the vicinity 
of New-York city, on York Island." One 
was a short-lived mission to the prosti
tutes of New York City. In the South 
there were a number of missions to the 
black slaves. 

Then came the Society's foreign mis
sions. In 1833, it established in Liberia 
its first mission outside North America, 
sending out Melville B. Cox of Maine 
after some years of concern with the 
project. In the 1830's, before the great 
division of the Church between North 
and South in 1844-45, Methodism's 
foreign missionaries reached Argentina, 
Brazil, Uruguay, and tl1e independent 
Republic of Texas. 

And then-but tl1is must be only a 
slight account of missionary beginnings 
made long ago. Back onto the shelf on 
tl1e 15th floor at 475 Riverside Drive go 
the Minutes of the Missionary Society's 

(Aboi;e right) The opening page, in tl1e 
handwriting of Nathan Bangs, of the found
ing meeting of the Missionary Society in 
1819. (Right) Consecration of Francis 
Asbury as Bisl1op at the "Christmas Confer
ence" of 1784. 
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earliest meetings, written in brown faded 
ink and signed by the hand of Nathan 
Bangs. \Ve have only a few minutes to 
spare for them, and hardly more time 
for the full-bodied history of the subse
quent years of missionary commitment 
and activity that have projected Meth
odism into modern American life and into 
fifty lands beyond our fifty states. 
Leaving behind the records of those 

early missionary horsemen, we walk 
clown to the office where the Recording 
Secretary of our Board of Missions is 
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working up the Minutes of the most re
cent Annual Meeting with the aid of an 
IBtvI electric typewriter. Next door is the 
office of Nathan Bangs' most recent suc
cessor, our General Secretary; he flew 
out to the meeting in Oklahoma City on 
a jet plane. Several offices away, the 
Treasurer's business ( $1,535? millions!) 
is being run through an electronic com
puter. Downstairs in the Library, we 
pick up a copy of The New York Times 
that is peppered with stories out of the 
third month of the aclministtation of 

Richard M. Nixon. Here is one about a 
proposed new system of nuclear missiles 
(you really wouldn't understand, 
Nathan). Here is one about the three 
men who orbited the moon last Christ
mas. And one about happenings in Har
lem-no straggling rural village! 

\Ve need no more to call us back from 
1819. This is a century and a half later
a new time with a new tempo, hot new 
needs, and new technology. \Ve still are 
organized-to the teeth. But where shall 
our mission take us now? 
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A LOOK 
TO THE FUTURE 

BY TRACEY K. JONES, JR. 

(Dr. Jones is General Secretary of the Board) 

The shape of the Christian Mission for 
the 70's, blurred as some of the outlines 
are, is still sufficiently clear to risk a few 
predictions. 

First, the mood will, I believe, be af
firmative. \Ve are moving out of a period 
of negativism. To see the space ship 
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Earth as did the Apollo 8 crew, bright 
and shining in the blackness of cold 
space, cannot help giving a new im· 
portancc to the deep questions of man's 
destiny. For Christians to miss this new 
situation of world-wide expectancy 
would be to miss one of the great mis
sionary opportunities in man's history. 
\Ve are not at the encl of the Christian 
1fission but the beginning of a new 
lease on life. 

Second, the language of Missionary 
Theology will change. For the past hun
dred years we have talked about Jesus 
as Saviour. TI1is assumed there was a 
literal hell, equated the conversion ex
perience of the adolescent as the proto
type for all men, separated the "lost" 
from the "saved" and accented man's 
weakness. In the years ahead Missionary 
Theology will, I believe, talk about Jesus 
Christ as Lord over all men. Such a the
ology does not focus so much on man's 
weakness as on his sense of responsibility 
for himself and his neighbor. It assumes 
the unity of mankind and probes tl1e 
meaning of how all men are to become a 
new humanity in Jesus Christ. It sees 
the test of discipleship to Christ in terms 
of adult decisions dealing witl1 complex 
and ambiguous issues. It stresses both 
the individual and social aspects of the 
experience of salvation and redemption. 

Third, the arena of missionary activity 
will be the public sector. To liberate men 
from hunger, war, fear and human 
degradation; to confront political and 
social power groups that take advantage 
of tl1e weak; and to cooperate 'vitl1 gov
ernment in the private sector in serving 
mankind will be more and more the 
order of missionary priorities. Christian 
churches have a critical role to play. 
They can interpret, in the light of Christ, 
the issues that men face when they con
front injustice and need. TI1ey can ex
hort and inspire governments and the 
private sector to responsible action in 
meeting these needs. Furthermore, the 
churches can provide "models" as to 
what can be done. \Vhat we have seen 
in recent months in meeting the famine 
crisis in Biafra, the attempt to deal with 
the difficulties in the American cities is 
illustrative of what tl1c churches can do. 

Fo11rt11, the test will be competence. 
Good intentions, important as tl1ey are, 
will not be enough. The task of redeem
ing men from themselves and their en
vironment will require the specialist 
skills not only of the clergy but planners, 
TV communicators, community develop
ers, politicians, teachers, doctors and 
many others. 'Whether it be locating new 
church sites, or assessing the Christian 

involvement in city programs or dealing 
with national policy, or opening hos
pitals and schools, there can be no sub
stitute for specialized competence. 

Fifth, the channel will be ecumenical. 
It is questionable whether the old de
nominational wine skins can hold the 
new wine. 11lC ccwncnical trends that 
arc emerging, I believe, will be two. 

First of all, the conciliar movements 
such as the National Council of 
Churches, the World Council of 
Churches and the regional ecumenical 
councils in Asia, Africa, Latin America, 
Europe and No1th America will be more 
and more the channels for Christian heal
ing, teaching and preaching. At the same 
time, with tl1c Roman Catholic church 
and the Orthodox churches more and 
more involved in tl1ese conciliar move
ments, there is no question but that they 
will go tl1rough a radical change. 

Along with the counciliar movement, 
a second ecumenical trend is to be seen 
in church union. I believe this movement 
toward church union, in the different 
countries of the world will gain mo
mentum. In the United States, nine (9) 
denominations (including The United 
:Methodist Church), are today in these 
church union negotiations. By 1980, we 
will probably have to make a choice. My 
own surn1ise is that church union move
ments are the wave of the future. 

It is important to remember that these 
parallel ecumenical movements-the 
conciliar and church union ecumenicity 
-can be effective only as each relates to 
a much broader ecumenism which calls 
for closer working relationships with all 
other religious communities and secular 
agencies. 

Sixth, satisfaction will come through 
participation. TI1e giving of money and 
formulation of resolutions will not be 
enough. Men and women, to get satis
faction out of the Christian Mission, will 
have to be involved themselves. They 
will not be sure at all times just what 
they should do. TI1ey will have to live 
with ambiguous and complex choices. 
However, as they are willing to do so, 
they will find tl1emselves caught up in 
exciting and demanding missionary con
cerns. They will feel under tremendous 
necessity for personal growth and a 
deeper awareness of the biblical and de
votional roots of life in Christ. TI1cy will 
also see the need for closer personal tics 
across racial and cultural lines. They will 
need silence, more leisure and deeper 
devotional life. Through it all they should 
be able to see tlie possibilities as well 
as the excitement of growing into a 
deeper mature mind of Jesus Christ. 
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THE CHURCH 
IN THE YEAR 2000 

BY J. EDWARD CAROTHERS 

(Dr. Carothers is Associate General Secretary 
of the Board for the National Division) 

Predictions about the future are 
usually quite wide of the mark but re
fusal to make conjectures deprives man
kind of a lot of fun and a certain amount 
of thought stimulation. We should make 
guesses about the future and then hang 
very loose while the inpouring facts re
quire us to make revisions. 

There are at least two good ways to 
guess about the future. One of them is to 
project present trends. For example, with 
the present trend in birth rates we might 
guess how many houses or apartments 
we will need in the year 2000. The pre
dictions that were made in 1940 turned 
out to be quite incorrect because \:Vorld 
War II was accompanied by a baby
boom. Projected trends, however, are 
often informative even when they tum 
out to be wrong. The other way to guess 
about the future is to base one's pre
dictions on what one may think about 
human behaviour on the whole. For ex
ample, it is fairly safe to predict that 
people will still be eating food in the 
year 2000. 

On the basis of this second method of 
guessing about the future I predict that 
mankind will be hungry for a religious 
fellowship that will help him find satis
fying answers to his questions about the 
meaning of human life. This is not to 
argue that man has some kind of re
ligious instinct that makes him religious 
in all times and places. It is simply to 
argue that as long as man is anything 
like he is at present he will be engaged 
in a quest for meaning. This is also to 
say that generally he has a certain 
amount of trouble in aJTiving at satis
faction in .this realm of his deep concern. 

In this brief article I would like to 
make some guesses about what man's 
quest for meaning will be like in the 
year 2000 and then offer some guesses 
of what this may mean for the churches 
in the thiity years it will take for us to 
hit 2000 A.D. 

Man's quest for meaning does not 
necessarily follow the religious route. 
j\fan can find his meaning for life in 
drugs, sex, work, violence or rugged 
agnosticism-or a lot of other things. 
Paul Tillich held the view that a man's 
"ultimate concern" is his faith and sev-
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eral times Tillich stated that a man's 
"ultimate concern" is his God. I think 
Tillich is richly suggestive in this but I 
feel there is a deeper problem which is 
the question of why any person feels 
the need to invent or find some kind of 
meaning for his life. On the basis of 
what little I have been able to gather 
about the nature of man, a most interest
ing product of the evolutionary process 
(God's work), I now conclude that man 
is basically a problem-solving creature 
and he cannot deliver himself from ask
ing one question the philosophers insist 
can have no final answer. It is the ques
tion of "Why?" and this question is 
man's fundamental religious problem. 
Questions of "How? What? ·when?" can 
have answers in specific situations, but 
any question of "\:Vhy?" becomes a ques
tion of meaning, not only for me and 
my life but for the sun, the stars, and 
galaxies. 

In the year 2000 man on this planet 
will be completely post-Newtonian. This 
is to say that he will have rejected the 
world of supernaturalism without any 
hang-overs other than those preserved in 
cultural myths-of which there will be 
plenty for a thousand years. But in his 
quest for meaning man will not take 
seriously these cultural mythologies. He 
will buy magazines to read about such 
things as Bishop Pike's pitiful and sad 
deviations from normal experience but 
he will discount such things 100 per cent 
and probably do so with sympathy, just 
as most people have been doing in this 
recent widely publicized and highly 
commercialized case. 

The post-Newtonian man will not draw 
his answers to life's meaning out of the 
mysterious realms of the unknown. He 
will turn to the even more rewarding 
realms of the known and the partially 
known. In the year 2000 man will be 
engaged in trying to satisfy his quest for 
meaning by making some kind of sense 
out of the enormous array of knowledge 
that is now almost totally fragmented 
so far as theology and philosophy are 
concerned. In 1962 A. R. Vidler of Cam
bridge, along with others, published an 
interesting set of essays under the title 
So1111di11gs. In the Introduction Vidler 
explains that the authors do not believe 
"that the time is ripe for major works of 
theological construction or reconstruc
tion." \Vhv not? He asserts his belief that 
there is t~o much knowledge to handle, 
therefore, he says the best he and his 
colleagues can do is to state their per
plexities. That was all right for 1962 but 
it will not be enough for 2000. Post
Newtonian man will make his theology 
out of the stuff of knowledge and he 
will revise his theology as his knowledge 
is corrected or increased. Supernatural-

ism, the doctrine that God is outside 
natural processes, will be discounted all 
over the world and theology will be 
drawing its resources from natural 
knowledge or what some people call 
"empirical data." 

Let me hasten to say that "empirical 
data" are not limited to the kind of 
knowledge that comes out of scientific 
experimentation or mathematical formu
lations. Art, poetry, psychological phe
nomenon and whatever we may mean by 
man's "intuitive" capacities are definitely 
included in the data of experience. 

In the thirteenth century Thomas 
Aquinas tackled the very same problem 
that we now encounter in our world. 
Aquinas was post-Aristotle rather than 
post-Newton, but the situation was al
most identical in many respects. The 
question before Aquinas was whether 
Augustine's anti-intellectualism could 
survive the revival of Aristotle's cool de
votion to natural reason as a means of 
knowing God in some degree of assur
ance. 

Since 1918 our world has been anti
intellectual in its approach to the Chris
tian religion. Karl Barth and Emil Brun
ner were passionately rationalistic (as 
was Augustine) in developing their anti
intellectual basic assumptions that Goel 
cannot be J...-nown by rational processes 
at all. Barth and Brunner, and their fol
lowers, insisted that God can be known 
only by faith; and faith itself is a special 
gift that God gives to some and with
holds from others. 

To summarize my first point I would 
say that in 2000 we will be post
Newtonian in our approach to the Chris
tian religion. \:Ve will test it in experience. 
We will be relating that experience to 
the knowledge data that has accumulated 
and which will continue to increase in 
its array. Our quest for meaning will be 
less dogmatic, much richer and infinite
ly more rewarding because we will be 
reasonable in religion. That is an achieve
ment long since overdue. 

My second guess is that the churches 
will have a rough thirty years as we be
come post-Newtonian because there are 
few signs that our contempora1y church 
leaders are either informed or interested 
in theological matters. \Ve are currently 
immersed in the enormous task of trying 
to convert the cruelty systems of our cul
ture. Most of us have become painfully 
aware of our creation of cruelty cultures 
that are under the control of compassion
ate people. The discovery that millions 
in our midst are suffering brutality, de
privation of body and mind, and neglect 
of every kind has shocked and aroused 
the church around the world to signifi
cant movements in social reconciliation. 

I wish to underline the necessity of our 
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continued commitment to the tasks of 
social justice and we must keep our 
moncv and time consecrated to the ef
forts ~f the Christian churches to keep 
humanity alive to its obligations. \Ve 
must face the fact that social change 
rarely comes without some conflict with 
those who resist change for selfish 
reasons. :Many of those who resist are 
leaders in our local churches. In the 
\"cars immediatelv ahead there will be 
~trong drives to ;hoke off the life of the 
United Methodist Church on the nation
al level. TI1is will be seen in efforts to cut 
off national funds and divert them into 
local enterprises that do not threaten to 
challenge the status quo. 

It is my guess that the next five or ten 
years will purge the churches of their 
essentially non-Christian ( un-Christian?) 
members and this will shock the whole 
church because we are habitually a fel
lowship of the numbers game. We will 
be better off with more members if they 
can be trained to follow and understand 
the Christian way. TI1is is what we should 
strive for, but we haven't shown signs 
vet that this is what we will choose to 
~mke our major goal. 

The shock of discovering that our 
membership is not prepared for uphold
ing the Gospel is now hitting us. 111e 
first wave of the shock was the study by 
Glock and Stark that "ethics is the death 
of the churches." They found that in
volvement in social concerns has regu
larly been followed by decrease both in 
membership and funds for projects work
ing to achieve social justice. TI1is much 
of the report has been widely noted. 
What few p_eople have noticed is their 
further conclusion that members and 
funds are not lost when the church mem
bers have a theology that links them to 
the social ethic. 

Therefore, it is my guess that we will 
sustain the concern for social justice in 
the present and into the future, but we 
will move radically to develop a new 
style of ministry and theology in the lo
cal churches. Titls will have an effect on 
the national church structures and func
tions. 

By the time we hit 2000 we will have 
a very different kind of clergy and this 
is a major concern of both MUST-I and 
MUST-II. We have found in MUST-I 
(Metropolitan Urban Service Training, 
New York City) that clergy cannot be 
re-trained in centers, nor can they ac
quire new skills in a training design 
limited to their local parish alone. \Ve 
have proved that the sustained growth 
of the clergy skills demands a clustered 
situation involving several churches; 
and a denominational mix is better than 
having the churches all from the same 
denomination. \Ve have also proved to 
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our satisfaction that clergy and laity 
should he involved together in develop
ing the needed new skills. \Ve are also 
convinced that an artificial separation 
should he made between education and 
training. It is hard to get people involved 
in skill development if they are inade
quately educated, and a clergyman needs 
a lot of books in his system: this takes 
time. 

~vlUST-II (:Methodist United Service 
Training) is an extension of MUST-I 
into the national scenario and it is not 
too early to predict that we are going 
to move toward 2000 with a clergy of 
three primary skills and a laity that can 
appreciate these three skills and relate 
to them. 

At the present time the clergy is frus
trated beyond words by the image of 
wide competence projected on him by 
the congregation. He is a man who is 
expected to do all things and to do them 
better than anybody else. He is expected 
to he a preacher, teacher, business man
ager, community organizer, counselor, so
cial leader, scholar, and a lot of other 
things. He feels guilty and the congre
gation conceals its dismay hut does not 
come to grips with the problem. 

By 2000 we will have a clergy \vith 
three basic skills: teacher of theology 
and Biblical literature, leader of cor
porate worship, specialist in the social 
psychology of organizational function. 
An average person can be helped to ac
quire these skills if there is a suitable 
education as a base. The seminary \vill 
provide the educational base, using im
proved methods incorporating every 
inventive genius obtainable. The semi
naries will wisely not be held responsible 
for the life-long growth of the clergy. 
TI1e process of keeping the clergy in a 
growth e:>..-perience will be built into the 
church on regional patterns of some kind 
and the laity and clergy \vill be involved 
together. 

This means that the church in 2000 
will have large numbers of the laity 
who are highly advanced in theology, 
Biblical studies, Christian ethics and a 
grasp of what human life may mean in 
a society of institutions that is largely 
sustained by computer technology. The 
clergy will have a specific and limited 
role and as a result we will have larger 
numbers of more highly qualified per
sons seeking the vocation. 

TI1e local congregation will have in
creasing numbers of the laity who are 
very competent "life meaning" commu
nicators. They will be trained for small 
group counseling and theological evalu
ation of the daily events. They will have 
their emotional and intellectual roots in 
the corporate Body of Christ because 

they will daily be in minislJy. It is my 
guess that by 2000 the main thrust of 
the missional energy of the churches will 
be to the intellectual and emotional 
needs of our culture for the physical 
needs will by tl1en have been met. 

TI1is means that the importance of the 
church in 2000 will be greater tlmn it 
is today. Man's real problem is his sanity, 
his sense of meaning, his reason for en
during the things in this life over which 
he has no control-or only marginal con
trol. TI1is includes growing older, pain 
of body and mind, disappointments in 
love and friendship, betrayals of himself 
or others, the creeping in of old age and 
inevitable death: and there are many 
more, as Ecclesiastes takes partial note. 
In tlJe year 2000 these issues will he 
more pressing. As physical existence be
comes easier, spiritual existence attracts 
more of our concern and problems we 
would not otherwise have time or en
ergy to think about become very impor
tant to us. In 2000 we will have a lot 
more to ponder plus more distraction op
portunities than are good for us. Our 
deep apprehensions about the meaning 
of life will have to be answered in 
a world where everybody believes in the 
evolutionary nature of tl1ings and has 
also arrived at a point where existence is 
more perplexed by unorganized knowl
edge than it is by the realms of the un
known. 

The churches will narrow their func
tion to meet this need and we will still 
have cathedrals, monuments to man's 
feelings about Time, Space and Deity. 
We will still have congregations tlmt 
meet regularly to worship and some will 
be larger than those that seem large to
day. \Vhy? Because man draws his af
firmations from the mass. We will de
velop liturgies of enormous power and 
beauty as soon as we can shake off the 
guitars and the fundamentalist soul mu
sic that now infects us in a mild fashion. 

vVe will also have little groups witl1 
specialized dedications. TI1eology will 
have a hard time of it because speciali
zation in the various fields has produced 
many language problems, as C. P. Snow 
has already noted. But theology, if we 
handle things right, will bridge tl1e dis
ciplines! After all, theology is the "queen 
of the sciences." 

While all of this is moving along the 
churches will converge in function and 
the ecumenical act will have been con
summated while COCU was prepar
ing the agenda to discuss the modes 
of Baptism. The Roman Catholics will 
be witl1in the total fellowship in func
tion but not in name, as will the others. 
By keeping our special names we will be 
able to unify our functions and in this 
world that's the name of the game. 
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REPORT OF UMCOR-
1980 OR 2000 

BY J. HARRY HAINES 

(Dr. Hoines is Associate General Secretory of the 
Boord for the Committee on Overseas Relief.) 

It is exceedingly difficult to prophesy 
the shape of things to come-looking 
ahead to 1980 or 2000. The principal 
hang-up is a moral and ethical question: 
whether the '1rnve" nations will be 
goaded into doing something about the 
"have not" nations while there is yet 
time. 

mvICOR is involved in being a voice 
of conscience regarding our responsi
bility for hungry people, refugees, and 
those who are disinherited. Vlhat we do 
is decisive at the moment for people in 
a given situation-

to flood victims in Bolivia, 
refugees in South Vietnam, 
children dying of starvation in 

Biafra, 
rebuilding a community with eco

nomic development in Greece. 
However, the larger issues remain un

touched. The present trend of the wealth
iei>t nation is to do less and less, and 
following the trend of the last decade, 
our foreign aid-apart from military 
hardware-will disappear by 1980. To
day in 1969, we are giving 50 percent 
less than we did in 1929. 

The Food and Agriculh1ral Organiza
tion of the U.N. announced in 1967 that 
hunger could be literally banished from 
the earth in a decade. 

"\Ve have all the technical know-how 
to produce enough food to feed the 
world-miracle rice, miracle wheat, 
harvesting the sea-but we don't 1-now 
how to ·change people to make this 
possible." 

So goes the report. 
\Vorld refugees increased from 12 mil

lion to 16 million in the past two years. 
Are there more Vietnams around the 

corner? 
Will the genocidal experience of Bia

fra be repeated in other African 
countries? 

Will the time bomb of population ex
plosion in India and thirty other 
nations be defused in time? 

The much heralded Decade of De-
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velopment, with only a year to go, is 
a Decade of Frustration. 

There is another side to the picture
with some exciting breakthroughs in 
self-help projects-that have brought 
new life to several million people in 
Asia and Africa. 

UlvICOR's 1980 report may well be an 
optimistic report-that the "have" na
tions of the Atlantic Community have 
finally voted one percent of their Gross 
National Product in genuine aid. By 
genuine aid I mean in fact, unrequited 
aid that doesn't demand anything back 
of any kind except perhaps efficiency. 
This kind of assistance is the first obliga
tion of a true community. If all the "have" 
nations took 10 percent off their arms 
bills we could finance a world fund. 

The second note of optimism would 
be the creation of a truly world com
munity. There have been millennia dur
ing which it made no sense to talk about 
the unity of mankind because mankind 
never made it so. Now it does, and it 
may make it so, in a final and appalling 
consummation. \Ve need a planetary 
dimension of social justice. 

\Vhat kind of report will UMCOR 
present in 1980 or 2000 A.D.? Perhaps 
the answer lies with 11,000,000 United 
:Methodists, whether we use our vote for 
a new understanding of what the moral 
imperative of learning to be neighbors in 
a world technology means. 

WHATS 
AHEAD 
FOR THE 
MISSION 
OF THE 
CHURCH? 

MISSIONS-
30 YEARS HENCE 

BY THERESSA HOOVER 

(Miss Hoover is the Associate General Secretory of 
the Boord for the Women's Division.) 

As I try to project my thoughts and 
feeling tones thirty years ahead I am 
forced to conclude that we can never do 
business as usual, we can never again 
return to what we have been. 

World trends indicate that, unless 
drastic changes are made in our present 
foreign aid concepts, or religious restric
tions lift, we will not be able to keep 
the pace of economic and social develop
ment in line with that of population in
crease. By the year 2000 we can find 
ourselves having slipped behind in 
actually meeting the needs of an ever 
increasing world population. The larger 
percentage increase, so we're told, will 
still be in the less developed nations-so 
the imbalance will be even more notice
able. 

If we accept this prediction, then the 
churches must do more than simply 
raise more funds for their mission work 
and recruit personnel to follow the dol
lars. The churches will be forced to 
tum "mission" in upon ourselves. \Vhy 
<lo I say this? 

1. Many present concepts are being 
challenged. They're probably more deep
ly entrenched among church people
particularly those who actively support 
mission programs and projects. Our task 
then will be to change these concepts. 

Can ice really get clwrcli members to 
accept: 
a) a universal view of men and nations 

-transcending national boundaries? 
(not foreign to the universality of 
Christ)? 

b) the need for a world income tax 
which provides a substantial basis for 
multilateral approaches to human 
need? 

c) the fact of an enlarging sphere of 
participation in the affairs of state 
by those called "Christian"? 

cl) the fact that resources of the 
churches are not in themselves suf
ficient to meet the complex and 
global needs of 20th century man; 
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but, that some of the churches' moti
vation, mistakes and learnings there
from, harnessed with the larger re
sources of nations, may be able to 
serve man and his needs? 

e) that missions may increasingly take 
on dimensions of "the incognito"
no religious banners flying but re
ligious commitments evident? 

2. Even if we set goals for each dec
ade we need to begin with our denomi
national selves and conclude that present 
waste through separate efforts must stop. 
In the decade of the 70's I believe we 
must truly give to interdenominational, 
maybe inter-faith, efforts all that we 
have in joint ventures. Maybe we will 
have to agree to closing traditional fields 
in order to serve jointly in others. TI1ese 
to be chosen on the basis of their pivotal 
relationship to man's (nation's) well be
ing and in the hope that our joint ex
perience there will teach us more about 
approaches for the decade of the eighty's. 

3. The questions with which we must 
ultimately deal are: How does the 
Christian witness to Christ in the world 
when the world's people are experienc
ing the hope of release from hunger, 
disease and oppression? (So much of 
our mission appeal has been in its service 
to man's need for food, health and free
dom). 

Arc our religious roots deep enough 
to sustain us in this arena of confronta
tion with other religious or non-religious 
men whose economic and political selves 
are increasingly well cared for? 

Can we-the western-oriented Chris
tians-survive the shock which comes 
with the awareness that WE are the mis
sion field? 

SHAPE OR 
STYLE OF THE 
LOCAL CHURCH 
OF THE FUTURE 

BY LOIS C. MILLER 

(Miss Miller is the Associate General 
Secretory of the Boord for the Joint 
Commission on Education and Cultiva
tion.) 

If there is a local church in the future, it 
• may be self-determining in its 

sh·ucture with a ministry to an "in
group," training for mission for their 
private worlds or for their encounters 
in secular society or it might become a 
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company of concerned Christians 
gathered in an ad-hoc group around a 
relevant issue (perhaps theological, per
haps sociological, or maybe neither) 

• will doubtless be a community of 
joyous people who have hope and a 
message for the world; who express 
gratitude over the possibility of being co
workers with God in a creation stirred 
to newness; who are capable of forgiv
ing; who fight for economic justice and 
human dignity; who are concerned for 
the sick and despised; who support and 
defend the responsible freedom of 
scientific research and of the arts 

• will demand personal commitment, 
including a readiness to reorder our 
time, skills and wealth, and maybe sac
rifice of life itself, for the achievement 
of a more just and compassionate so
ciety 

• will not be able to ignore tension 
and conflict but will need to respond 
creatively to the issues of peace, power 
structures, the disinherited, racism, 
world development and other relevant 
concerns. 

• As Dr. Gerald J. Jud puts it in 
Tempo, "The style of leadership in the 
local church will continue to change. 
"'e are moving away from a vertical, 
well-defined style of leadership to a style 
that stands alongside of persons and or-

WHAT'S 
AHEAD 
FOR THE 
MISSION 
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CHURCH? 

ganizations, a style that is open and vul
nerable, a style that does not presume 
to have all of the answers or the last 
word. It is a helping, alongsided style. As 
this new style emerges, the erosion of 
the old style which has caused so much 
anxiety will be over and a new sense of 
confidence will take over the profession 
as pastors see their function essentially 
as bearers of the historical tradition 
(specialists in biblical theology) , 
trained helpers of people with personal 
problems, experts in the field of com
munications and group therapy, special
ists in worship, and 1-.-nowledgeable 
about what is going on in the world.'" 

• will cease treating the laity as as
sistants to the clergy and will involve 
them at the point of their skilled com
petencies 

• will probably look more ecumenical 
than denominational 

• will have bridged the generation 
gap or will have lost all youthful par
ticipants 

• may have lost the organizational 
stmctures within its life that have been 
identified with specific groups, like the 
women's organization, youth ministry, 
commissions on missions, etc., these hav
ing been replaced by clusters of women 
concerned for peace, student groups in
volved in social justice, and the like
these may have formed outside the local 
church though developed by members 
belonging to the church. 

Sign posts toward tomorrow 
• a ministry in the laundromat or in 

an apartment lobby 
• use of drama, art, music and games 

to provide a fresh awareness of mission 
• frustration with stance of the 

church toward racism 
• the national minister of state for 

Home Affairs in India points to the 
government's policy of replacing foreign 
missionaries with Indians 

• profession to profession relation
ships among church laity, here and 
everywhere 

• active programming in radio, tele
vision and the movies 

• study /action groupings across faith 
lines: Catholic, conservative, "main
line," sect groups, Jewish, etc. 

• early Christian enthusiasm of 
"younger churches" providing contagion 
for conversion and witness 

• coffee house task groups 
• campus/local church study semi-

nars 
• ad-hoc churches developing be

cause local church seems stagnant 
• active participation in mission on 

six continents 
• Christians living in both Christian 

and secular community as leaven. 

WORLD OUTLOOK 



THE FUTURE AND THE 
WORLD DIVISION 

BY JOHN F. SCHAEFER 

(Dr. Schaefer is the Associate General 
Secretary of the Board for its World 
Division.) 

1. Mission on Six Continents. An effort 
is being made to think through the im
plications on Mission on Six Continents 
approach. This involves consultation 
with the National Division with regard 
to the possibility of overseas churches 
sending missionaries to the United 
States so that the United Methodist 
Church becomes both a receiving and 
a sending church. The first consultation 
has been held between the cabinets of 
the two divisions. 'Ve expect to follow 
through with several position papers. 
This should prove to be an interesting 
development in the days that are ahead. 

2. Intemationalization of tlic 1\1 ission 
Force . Since the 1963 l'vlexico City meet
ing of the Division of Vi'orld Mission and 
Evangelism a great deal has been said 
about the internationalization of the 
mission force which is interdenomina
tional, international and interracial. This 
involves the employment of overseas na
tionals to a larger degree than we have 
done previously. The committee on the 
long range planning staff is giving serious 
thought to the implications of the in
ternationalization of the mission force. 
Several position papers have been pre
pared. 

3. Quadrennial Emphasis. The four ma
jor concerns of this quadrennium: peace, 
development, urbanization and leader
ship h·aining, continue to receive em
phasis. 'Ve are making a serious effort 
to emphasize these concerns through 
budget allocations so that ongoing es
tablished programs express these major 
concerns. TI1e Rev. Paul McCleary is co
ordinating the quadrennial program em
phasis. 

4. Laylnen overseas. To date we have 
not progressed too rapidly in develop
ing a strong laymen overseas program. 
However, under the leadership of 
Robert Lundy we hope to develop a 
program whereby lay people in secular 
vocations may contribute to the Chris
tian witness overseas. It is not an easy 
matter to find handles to take hold of 
for developing this program. :Mr. Lundy 
has made several explorations which 
have proved fruitful. 

5. Cons11ltatio11 with Overseas Fields 
011 Priority. 'Ve are seeking to develop 
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methods by which we can be in consul
tation with churches overseas to de
velop program priorities. 'Ve are confi
dent that it is imperative for us to de
velop priorities in close consultation with 
churches overseas so that the priorities 
developed are revelant in the situation 
which the church finds itself. 11ie part
nership in mission consultations will 
continue and we are considering alter
nate patterns whereby consultation can 
take place. 

6. Goal for tfre 70s. The long range 
planning section is in the midst of pro
jecting goals for the 70s. The policy and 
program committee is meeting for a two 

day session to begin to plan for the 
decade ahead. 111e goals and priorities of 
the NCC DO~vl together with those of 
the vVCC are being studied in order to 
ascertain how the 'Vorld Division may 
cooperate in the ecumenical mission 
thrust. 

7. Joint Action for Mission. As the 
'Vorld Council said in Uppsala, there 
has been a good deal of talk but very 
little implementation of the Joint Action 
for l'vlission approach. vVc arc cager to 
explore methods by which Joint Action 
for :Mission might become more than 
a slogan. This will involve careful staff 
study in the immediate future. 
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THREE 
TENSES: 

BY FLORENCE HOOPER 

Easter past, Easter present, the Easter 
of the future-three tenses, three foci 
involve a universal question and possible 
answers. 

Searching for their ultimate mean
ing, one studies first the early pagan 
festivals of Spring, of the resurrection 
of man and nature from the long sleep 
of the winter. The burgeoning of trees 
and flowers, of human and animal life 
from the chilly half-existence, mark the 
joy of being alive in vibrant fullness. 

TI1e changing of the seasons stirs 
afresh man's instinct for survival. These 
changes lead him to fertility rites where
by he implores the gods and goddesses 
who represent Nature to the animist, to 
grant him offspring and protection from 
the primitive terrors of famine and un
productivity which constantly threaten 
him and his family. 

This pre-Christian Easter was pri
marily a groping toward understanding 
the puzzling, abrupt transitions from life 
to death, and back again-so horrifying 
one minute, and so glorious the next. 

The hidden powers that stirred, the 
miracles of nature's resurrection were 
interpreted as the works now of one, 
now of another divinity of earth or sky, 
or of one of the many groupirigs of ani
mistic forces. All, however, had to do in 
the last analysis, with death and some 
form of resurrection. These had been 
visible with, so to speak, the naked eye, 
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long before microscope or telescope or 
mathematical calculation of science were 
even conceived. 'Vhat did they mean? 

Indeed, the very name Easter which 
Christians in many lands use to desig
nate the springtime celebration of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is said, ac
cording to Webster's Seve11t11 Collegiate 
Dictionary, to derive from the name of 
a prehistoric German spring festival. 

As one delves into the pagan origins 
one is impressed by their pathos on the 
one hand, and their wonder on the 
other, as excursions of the human spirit 
toward unraveling the mysteries of the 
universe. Such excursions, indeed, seem 
to have been by inspiration of the 
Divine. TI1ey have continued ages long, 
even to voyages into unexplored space 
in our own questing era. Shall we call 
them precursors of Easter as we know 
it? TI1e rising from the dead of Jesus 
who was both man and God? 

So we come to the Christian signifi
cance of Easter past, the first-century 
event which opened wide the gates of 
life eternal-or rather, made crystal clear 
what has always been a fact of God's 
creation. A man died and came to life 
again. So did Lazarus. If that were all, 
the reported resurrection of Jesus could 
long ago have lost credibility and per
tinence for mankind. But it is not all. 
From this burst of life sprang, and con
tinues to spring resurrection in the spirits 
of men who accept it. 

Let us go back to the Book of Acts 
of the Apostles in the New Testament, 
and see what happened after Jesus died 
and then was risen and once more was 
in association with His disciples. We 
have read the story often, without, per
haps, being gripped by its full import. 

Men were changed by faith in Him 
as a living Lord. 'Veak cowards became 
bold as lions. Doubters became assured 
expounders of the Way. Violent perse
cutors became apostles committed to the 
Way of Jesus Christ. All fac:,ed suffering 
and death, confident that they were 
in His care and keeping-and that they 
would continue to be so, forever. No 
matter how bleak the prospects of their 
present lives, the glory of eternity shone 
within them. 

To these believers there seemed to be 
but one reasonable explanation-and 
tl1at was that God was vouchsafing to 
men, in His own appointed time, a 
validation of their hitherto unconfirmed 
hopes. Having made human beings alive 
on this eartl1 ages ago, God was now 
dramatically affirming, in the person of 
His Anointed, the reality of continuing 
life after mortal death. 

TI1e stupendous fact of life after death 
has always been implicit, I think, in 
men's hopes. Christ's resurrection is the 

authoritative confim1ation of these 
hopes. Yet even tl1ose pre-Christians, to 
whom the presence of Jehovah as the 
one almighty Creator God was a matter 
of proven experience, were of more 
than one mind about survival after death. 
Some of the gloomiest passages in the 
Hebrew Psalms have to do with Israel's 
questioning as to the future of a dying 
individual. 

But even here, as Henry Vaughan 
wrote it three centuries ago: "Through 
all this fleshly dress" there are "bright 
shoots of everlastingness" amid the 
darkness. Many persons were never 
wholly willing to concede annihilation 
of the spirit at the death of the body. 

Tiie rising from the dead of Jesus not 
only confirmed tliese flickering hopes, 
but also made them the prelude to amaz
ing spiritual power in those who recog
nized His resurrection as a cosmic reve
lation. Easter, in the Christian sense, 
was thus more than an event. It was the 
ushering in of a heightened fellowship 
of men with God. It marked the fellow
ship of God the Father with children of 
earth who were of everlasting value to 
Him. 

What Dr. Fosdick has called "the as
surance of immortality" changes exist
ence into a powerful combination of 
tenses-no longer just a present with no 
assured future, but a working confidence 
in a meaningful survival hereafter. 

Not long ago I heard a young minister 
say that one evidence of God's inter
vention in human affairs is the way in 
which His will always makes for order. 
The young man was citing some of the 
laws of ancient Judaism, not because he 
found them in themselves really essen
tial, but because tl1ey were framed to 
lead by orderly steps out of primitive re
ligious chaos into the mighty spiritual 
forces which underlay the faith of Israel. 
It seems to me that the progression from 
troubling uncertainties to the simple 
reality of the Christian faith in survival 
is an instance, on a tremendous universal 
scale, of God's intervention, leading men 
from bewildering uncertainty to an or
dered faith. 

So much-and how much it is-for 
Easter Past. 

00000 

And what of Easter Present? 
Is it only a pale ghost of that Spring-' 

time of the Spirit which marked the 
early Christian understanding? Except 
as external symbols with scant perti
nence to tl1e modem Christian's daily 
routine, what value is tl1ere to "whiff 
of lilies, lilt of music, hush of formal 
worship"? Has this, and nothing more, 
become the present tense of Easter? Is 
the gracious memorial of an historical 
event, a wonderful thing to grow starry-
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eyed about, but of small importance for 
the development of Christ's creative 
power in His somewhat languid fol
lowers, toward the close of the second 
millennium since His resurrection? Has 
His challenge been down-graded into 
a materialistic ecclesiastical "show" or 
into the mundane delight which human 
beings get from new Easter outfits? 

I am convinced that there is more
infinitely more-than that to our under
standing of Easter Present. Yet we fail at 
our peril if we do not intensively explore 
the situation, each for himself. If a man 
believes himself immortal, what differ
ence will it make in his thought and 
action now? 

Studying the possibilities of so won
derful a prospect, let the explorer turn 
eagerly, and a bit wistfully, to the teach
ing and the personality of Jesus as found 
in the gospels. Will he not realize anew 
the convincing simplicity and majesty 
of His words and actions, pointing as 
they do toward life, death, and resur
rection? Simple and undetailed they are, 
but they are vibrant with the ring of 
divine authority. Harps and crowns and 
golden streets and angel choruses are 
conspicuous by their absence. But there 
is quiet assurance of home-coming to a 
Father's house, and joyous fellowship 
there with Him, and with one another. 
How, where, in what form this fellow
ship will come to pass, he does not tell 
us. It proves quite unnecessary when one 
gets down to bedrock, and discards the 
complicated "machinery" with which 
men have distorted almost out of recogni
tion the simple biblical statements. 

The author of the first letter of John 
sets forth both the assurance and the 
limitations thus: "Here and now, dear 
friends, we are God's children; what we 
shall be is not yet disclosed, but we 
know that when it is disclosed we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He 
is. Every one who has this hope before 
him purifies himself as Christ is pure." 

For sheer intellectual honesty that is 
a wonderful statement. John was ex
periencing eternal life every day he lived. 
Nothing else really mattered. Thus he 
left a clear-cut blueprint for even 
modern skeptics to consider, and, by 
the grace of God, to follow. 

It is not easy to be convinced by man
made trivialities about life after death. 
Eternal verities we can recognize in their 
simplicity and power. 

So, Easter Past lays the foundation in 
an historical event. Easter Present be
comes the practice of the presence of 
God. And Easter Future opens bright 
vistas into never-ending life. Not easy to 
believe offhand, but marvellous when it 
lays hold on one's convictions. 
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But When He Spoke 
BY GRACE V. WATKINS 

She did not recognize her Lord 
By evidence of sight, 
Although the garden where they met 
Was morning-bright. 

But when He spoke one little word, 
She knew that it was He, 
The resurrected Christ alive 
For all eternity. 

Lord, let my simple-spoken words 
Along the road of days 
Lead others into deeper faith 
And holier love and praise! 

SPIKENARD 
BY HELEN G. JEFFERSON 

I have no alabaster cruze, 
No nard to pour on our Lord's feet. 
In my clay jug what shall I use? 
What perfume has a scent as sweet? 

Prayer shall he incense o:ff ering; 
My psalms of praise and hymns shall be 
Fragrance for grateful heart to bring; 
Spikenard the pledge of fealty. 

(John 12:3) 
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THE MOVING FINGER WRITES 
BLACK METHODISTS 
TO BOYCOTT THE MPH 

A boycott of all phases of the i\lcthodist 
Publishing House and its subsidiaries has 
been called for bv Black i\lcthoclists for 
Chnrch Renewal ~t their second annual 
conference in Atlanta. 

Jn a strongly worded resolution passed by 
the approximate!~· 300 delegates in at
tendance, the Black i\lcthodists demanded 
that all churches cancel orders for literature, 
goods and materials handled by the Pub
lishing House until it meets lhc require
ments of Project Equality. 

The group asked all ministers to mail 
their Cokesburv minister comtesv cards di
recth- to Lo\"ick Pierce, publi~her, as a 
mea;1s of protest. The group also prohibits 
the presence of Cokcsbury representatives 
to attend annual conferences with materials 
for sale. 

If all tenns of the six point program arc 
not met, the Black i\lethodists plan to 
lead a mass demonstration against the Pub
lishing House. 

In other action of the conference, the 
Disaster Committee of Laurel and Hazel
hurst, i\[ississippi, submitted a request for 
help for blacks, who were victims of two 
recent disasters. 

Besides asking for financial aid, t11e com
mittee got the Black i\[ethodists to promise 
to mobilize aid for persons who had forty
scven homes desh·oyed by tornadoes in 
Hazelhurst and five churches and fifty-two 
homes demolished in Laurel by a train ex
plosion. 

"DISAFFECTION," "BACKLASH" 
CAUSE BUDGET REDUCTION IN 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

The Executive Council of the Episcopal 
Church has approved a sliarply reduced 
budget of $14,171,000 for 1969-some 
$229,500 below the Council budget of 1968 
and an estimated 11.6 per cent below what 
had been projected by the 1967 Episcopal 
General Convention. 

A failure to meet the amounts pledged 
by dioceses last year and a "general malaise" 
over Church programs were said to be 
factors in the cutback. TI1ere was also 
thought to be a "white backlash" aimed at 
the Church's urban crises efforts and a 
"disaffection witl1 diocesan and national 
Church programs." 

Reductions were felt all along the line 
in tl1e Church budget. Overseas work, 
budgeted at $6,066,685 but still subject to 
adjustments because of recent restructuring 
of Council departments and sections, was 
down $192,439, the first reduction in ten 
to fifteen years. 

According to Bishop Stepl1en F. Bayne, 
deputy for program and Council vice-chair
man, the figures reAected the fact that ten 
U.S. and fi\•e overseas missionary districts 
fell short of their 1968 pledges by some 
$407,000. 

"This is unprecedented in our recent 
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Student unrest is not confi11ed to 011e co1111try or one conti11c11t. It has flared i11 
E11ropc, Asia, So11th America, tlic United States and now in Africa. A student at t11c 
011ly university in Ke11ya posts a sign near a rcside11ce hall woclaimi11g: "Maiority de
cision. No lectures. Comply. Our cause is riglit and f11st." The protest followed a uni
versity decision not to allow the leader of t11c Opposition Party to address students. The 
Kel!ya government closed the 111Jivcrsity wl1icl1 draws students from all over Africa. 

experience," he said. "\Ve have had an un
precedented shortfall, in an unprecedented 
situation requiring an unprecedented at
tack on stewardship and communication." 

Among the "complicated" reasons for the 
"shortfall," Bishop Bayne maintained, were 
"disaffection" with Church programs, a 
"white backlash" because of the Church's 
involvement in the urban crisis, and a "gen
eral malaise" in many quarters. 

"There is fear the Church is no longer 
relevant to society," he continued, "and 
there is fear of what the Church is doing, 
as well as mystification about new words 
and new programs. 

"In some places there was anger with 
our decision last fall to boycott Chicago 
for national meetings. . . . A general 
suspicion of institutional religion enters into 
it, and there is a faith crisis for mally. A 
lot of people don't understand why the 
Church seems to be changing. 

"I don't think we'll have another year as 
bad as last year." 

The Episcopal Church is spending $3 
million a year in ghetto projects, funds to 
dioceses and emergency funds for race 
crises. About half of tl1e $3 million is ear
marked for community projects which meet 
a number of criteria, chiefly that they are 
for the poor and the powerless, and that 
they are self-deteimination groups. (RNS) 

AMERICAN CATHOLICS 
"BORED" WITH REVOLT 

}.!anv Roman Catholics in the United 
States ;re becoming bored with revolution, 
but the Church may he headed nonetheless 
for a schism, a British Catholic author noted 
recently. 

Interviewed by a Religious News Service 
staff writer at the end of a coast-to-coast 
lecture tour, Christopher Derrick said that 
during his travels through the U.S. he 
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found "what you might call a strong 
eounter-rcvolutionary sentiment growing." 

But he also observed seminaries with only 
a fraction of the enrollment they were built 
for, and said that he detected growing bit
terness among Catholics who arc divided on 
the subject of changes in the Church. 

One of the most alam1ing phenomena he 
noticed, 11r. Derrick said, was a decline in 
the ideal and practice of asceticism. 

"I wouldn't say that asceticism has been 
forgotten," he said, "but it's getting on for 
it. Wherever I went, I asked whether the 
priests and seminarians are reading 'The 
Imitation of Christ.' Everywhere I got the 
same answer: 'It's dead, on the shelves 
catching dust.' There are things wrong with 
the book, of course, and it certainly does 

not contain the whole of religion, but it 
is vital.'' 

11r. Dcrriek said that he expects a schism 
to develop in the Church, which would be 
"hellislily ironic in view of all the talk we 
have been hearing about unity and ecu
menism. 

"I myself expect to die in a very small 
Catholic Church," he said. "There is a great 
deal of bitterness within the Catholic fold, 
which used to be, or to seem, so united. In 
my visit to your country, I saw something 
which could easily become ideological 
hatred." (RNS) 

PROTESTANT ABORTION STANCE 
INVOLVES GUILT, COMPASSION 

Guilt, as well as compassion, motivates 

Do you have what it takes? 
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IT TAKES /v\ORE than just a mild interest 
in the development of liturgy to be a 
member of the Liturgical Conference. 

You have to have enough interest, for ex
ample, to be willing to pay the $10 annual 
dues. If you are that interested, we think 
you will also have what it takes to help 
provide the Church with leadership, ideas 
for experimentation and research, willing
ness to join with others who are com
mitted to historic Christianity but who 
want to find new ways of expressing its 
"now" dimension-inside and outside of 
the sanctuary. 

Independent ... Volunrary ... 
Ecumenical 

The Conference has no official ties with 
any church institution and no commit
ment to any particular hierarchical struc
ture, yet it is an important part of the 
Christian Church. It is composed of more 
than 9,000 members, clergy and lay in 
about equal numbers, who are committed 
to discovering new dimensions in liturgi
cal celebrations that will bring the incar
nate Word to all mankind. 

If you have even the smallest inkling of 
our quest-perhaps a special insight into 
the possibilities of the liturgy at an expe-

rimental liturgical session in a home, on 
campus, with a young people's group, or 
even in your musings in church last Sun
day-then please join us now and start 
immediately to participate in the work of 
the Liturgical Conference. 

"What's in it for me?" 

For $10, you become a full voting mem
ber of the Liturgical Conference. 

You receive a one-year subscription to 
the incisive, critical and informative 
monthly, Liturgy. 

You receive the complete proceedings of 
the 1968 Liturgical Week in Washington, 
D.C.-a 200-page book-with essays on 
the theme "Revolution: Christian Re
sponses" by Andrew Young, Richard Neu
haus, Francois Houtart, Floyd McKissick, 
Gerard Sloyan, James Farmer, Carl Braaten, 
Leonard Swidler, Daniel O'Hanlon, Sidney 
Callahan, Marcus Raskin, Ralph Moore, 
John O'Connor, Herbert Aptheker, Gor
don Zahn. Topic:s include War and Con
science, Communications, Race Relations, 
Direct Action, Youth Movements, Chris
tian-Marxist Dialogue, The Changing 
Christian Community, Women and the 
Changing Scene, Historical Survey of 
Church and Revolution, The Church's Fu
ture in Revolution, and many others. 
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Protestant involvement in abortion reform 
efforts, according to John V. P. Lassoc, Jr., 
a member of the New York State Council of 
Churches' Legislative Commission and pres
ident of the New York State Abortion Re
form Association. 

Interviewed on the CBS Radio program, 
"The World of Religion," Mr. Lassoe said 
that "by and large," Protestant bodies do 
not believe that abortion involves the kill
ing of a human being. 

Mr. Lassoe charged that the "guilt" 
motivating Protestant involvement in the 
issue stems from the "fact that the Prot
estant churches are responsible for the 
existing abortion laws in every state of the 
union. 

"This is all part of the Comstock blue
stocking wave of puritan reform eighty some 
years ago," he explained. 

But compassion has also motivated the 
Protestants to act, he continued. "I say 
compassion comes into it because there are 
so many hideous and horrendous cases of 
women who are forced to seek abortion il
legally, unmedically and unsafely because 
they cannot get a legal abortion in their 
state.'' 

Mr. Lassoe said he feels there is a 
"realistic hope" for repeal of abortion laws 
in 1969 in the states of Washington and 
Minnesota. 

Recently, a national organization de
signed to seek the repeal of abortion laws 
was founded at a three-day conference in 
Chicago that was attended by 350 dele
gates from forty-two states. The organiza
tion, called The National Association for 
the Repeal of Abortion Laws, will be head
quartered in New York City and intends to 
become a grassroots operation throughout 
the country. 

The American Baptist Convention and 
the Unitarian-Universalist Association are 
among the organizations that sponsored the 
Chicago meeting. 

The group plans to use its influence on 
state legislators in efforts to change abor
tion laws and to provide educational 
services in an effort to reach a wider audi
ence. Expansion of abortion counselling 
services and establishment of a speakers' 
bureau were other recommended tasks. 

AFSC SPENDS HEAVILY 
FOR PEACE AND RELIEF 

(RNS) 

The American Friends Service Committee 
Quaker relief and peace agency, announced 
in Philadelphia that it spent $7.6 million 
during 1968, in the United States and 
eighteen other countries. 

Income totaled about $7.5 million from 
individual, corporation grants and bequests, 
among which was clothing, food, textiles 
and other supplies valued at $500,000. 

In 1968, the Quaker agency was greatly 
involved in the Poor People's Campaign 
and alloted more money than ever to 
projects directed against racial discrimina
tion in the U.S. 

A book entitled The Draft? published in 
March of 1968 is in its third printing and 
10,000 copies arc being used by high school 
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debating teams across the country. Count
less public meetings or seminars were 
sponsored, the Quaker agency said, to 
mobilize public opinion against the Vietnam 
war. l'vledical supplies were shipped to aid 
civilians both in South Vietnam and in ter
ritory held by the National Liberation Front 
(Viet Cong). 

In Elizabeth, N.J., the AFSC assisted 
families threatened by urban renewal to 
relocate in open low-cost housing. Tenant 
union activity was promoted by staff work
ers in Chicago, and school desegregation in 
l\fobile, Ala., and service was rendered to 
American Indians in Maine, Iowa and \Vash
ington state, as well as to groups of migrant 
workers on the east coast. ( RNS) 

PASTOR IN BALTIMORE RESIGNS: 
FAILED TO IMPLEMENT RENEWAL 

\Vhile many ministers and priests who 
resign their posts do so with the feeling 
that they are too renewal-minded for their 
conservative congregations, a Catholic priest 
in Baltimore has resigned because he wasn't 
renewal-minded at all. 

Furthermore, the resignation was at the 
request of his superior, Lawrence Cardinal 
Shehan. 

Msgr. F. Joseph Manns, pastor of the 
second largest Catholic parish in Baltimore, 
St. Anthony of Padua, resigned following 
meetings and exchanges between himself 
and the cardinal during the past year. 

An official statement from the cardinal's 
office said Msgr. Manns "found it impossible 
to carry out archdiocesan policy in keeping 
with the spirit of the Second Vatican Coun
cil, particularly in the area of liturgical re
newal, lay responsibility and the proper role 
of associate pastors." 

However, the statement added that Msgr. 
Manns had "served the archdiocese well for 
over forty years" and will continue as a 
priest of the Baltimore archdiocese and as 
an official of the archdiocesan tribunal or 
marriage court. 

Msgr. Manns, who calls himself a "con
servative," was described by parishioners 
as being a highly efficient administrator of 
the parish for the past twelve years but un
responsive to current renewal efforts in 
the Church. (RNS) 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE DECLINE 
CAUSED BY "SHOCK TACTICS" 

Slumping church attendance was at
tributed recently to the departure of many 
worshipers who tired of playing the role 
of captive audience for "theologians engaged 
in a reckless competition to see who can ad
minister the rudest shock to the faithful." 

Louis Cassels, a senior editor for United 
Press International, who writes a weekly 
column on religion published in hundreds 
of newspapers, offered this appraisal in a 
talk before the annual convention of the 
Protestant Church-owned Publishers As
sociation. 

Stressing that many churchgoers are 
"sick and tired of being told what they 
can't believe," Mr. Cassels declared: 

"They want to know what, if anything, 
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BRYAN WORLD TOUR 
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they can believe, and many churches 
haven't been doing a ve1y good job of an
swering that question." 

Mr. Cassels maintained that most peo
ple "aren't particularly interested in de
natured Christianity being offered to them" 
by theologians "proclaiming the death of 
Biblical theism." 

He said that some church leaders prefer 
to attribute the decline in attendance to a 
disapproval of the church's social action 
effmis. He added: "This explanation strikes 
me as rather self-righteous. It says, in effect, 
'we are suffering because we, like Christ, 
have stood up for the right.' 

"My own observation is otherwise. For 
every layman I know who quit coming to 
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THE METHODIST HYMNAL 
Everyone is singing praises to the 
new hymnal with its wide selection 
of music, improved Psalter, and 
other features. The inexpensive 
pew edition hymnals are printed 
in clear, easy-to-read type on high
quality paper stock. Stamped front 
and spine. Purple edition is 
stamped in pink and gold. The red 
edition is stamped in gold. 
AP-230. Purple ....... each, $3.00 
AP-231. Red .......... each, $3.00 
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THE BOOK OF WORSHIP 
A valuable resource in the wor
ship service, this companion 
volume to The Methodist 
Hymnal includes: General Serv
ices of the Church; Acts of 
Praise, _Psalter, and Canticles; 
suggestions for use in observ
ing major festival seasons of 
the Christian Year; Method
ism's historic';-Covenant Service; 
and observance form for Al
dersgate Sunday. Cloth bind
ings. 
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church because he disapproves of social 
action, I know at least three who are hang
ing on and supporting the church only be
cause it is a channel for community service." 

l\fr. Cassels said that there were "liope
ful signs that we are approaching the end 
of the fad for reckless negation in theology. 

"\Vithin the past year or so," he said, 
"authors of impressive scholarly standing 
have come forward to assure bewildered lay
men-and I might add, equally bewildered 
pmish ministers-that 'modern man' can be
lieve in a personal, loving, purposeful God 
without the slightest sacrifice of intellectual 
integrity. 

"Rumors of God's death have been greatly 
exaggerated," he added. (RNS) 

A NEW KIND OF MISSIONARY? 
A new kind of missionary, one not con

nected with the denomination, or even to 
an overseas church, was suggested to the 
Lutheran Church in America's Board of 
World Missions. 

The Reverend N01man Nuding, personnel 
secretary for the Board, sketched various 
proposals for the new mission effort, in a 
background study. He pointed to pioneer
ing work of both denominational and non
denominational agencies. 

The church is not using all its personnel 
resources, he claimed, and it has not tried 
to involve United States Cluistians who are 
already abroad, especially in Europe and 
Australia, where no Lutheran (LCA) work 
exists. 

Mr. Nuding suggested that missionaries 
be assigned to countries, not to establish 
missions or churches, nor to be evangelists 
fo the traditional sense, but to create a 
"climate" in which Christianity might be
come more easily accepted. 

Mr. Nuding called attention to the 
"Frontier Internship" plan, under which 
volunteers study a country's language and 
participate in its life, experimenting with 
new patterns of mission. This Internship 
plan is a program sponsored by the United 
Church of Christ, the United Methodist 
Church, and the United Presbyterian 
Church. 

PLANNED MERCER 
The national executive bodies of the 

Anglican Church of Canada and the United 
Church of Canada held their first joint 
meeting in Toronto, February 1969, on the 
planned merger of the denominations by 
1974. 

These bodies voted to recommend that 
their parent agencies (the Anglican Gen
eral Synod and the United General Coun
cil) hold simultaneous meetings in 1970 
or 1971. 

Union negotiations have been slowed 
because the churches meet biennially, but 
not in the same years. The current schedule 
causes long waiting periods for approval 
of actions taken or recommended by the 
General Commission on Church Union. 

Archbishop Howard H. Clark of Rupert's 
Land, the Anglican Primate, said after this 
meeting that both churches recognize that 
"we have recognized that we have reached 
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a state in our negotiations where certain 
difficulties, both theological and organiza
tional, loom larger than they did a year ago 
or five years ago." 

METHODISTS IN INDIA 
FACE URGENT DECISION 

~lethodists in India face a momentous 
c:hoice this year. They will decide whether 
thev will enter a new united church or 
wh~ther they will continue as a separate 
denomination. 

The plan of Union for the Church of 
North India (CNI) was commended to the 
eleven annual conferences by the Southern 
Asia Central Conference of The United 
~lethodist Church, at the Conference's 
quadrennial session December 3-January 6. 

A two-thirds majority of the votes cast in 
the conferences is necessary to send the 
l'-lethodist Church (of 600,000 members) 
into the proposed new church. 

The proposed new church, scheduled to 
come into being in 1970, would comprise 
seven denominations, including Anglican, 
Presbyterian, Congregational, and others. 

H.{; HOPES PARISHIONERS 
WILL TALK MORE FREELY 

\Vine and cheese parties will sub
stih1te for Sunday Evensong under a 
plan for St. Mary's Anglican Church 
in Peterborough, England. 

The church's vicar, the Rev. Philip 
Cauwood, who has been a priest for 
seventeen years, said he would pro
\'ide red and white wine for the 
weekly parties, to be held in a school
room near the church. Explaining that 
the normal evening service tends to 
become a parson's monologue, he said, 
"I want to create an informal, relaxed 
and friendly atmosphere where peo
ple can ask the basic questions about 
life. Instead of listening to me, they 
can discuss things among themselves. 
I feel sure they will talk more freely 
after a glass or two of wine." 

I 
(RNS) 
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FOOTSTEPS TO FREEDOM 
A deeply warm and human account of the 
eternal conflicts, inner struggles and heroism 
of Malumba and his Congo. $3.95 

FOR THIS TIME 
A frank appraisal of the racial and religious 
problems facing black America-from the 
inside. 75c 

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS GOD? 
Analyzes today's top news stories, correlating 
them with the experiences of the early church. 

9Sc 

HOW FAR CAN I GO? 
A frank, honest look at the moral questions 
and problems confronting today's youth. $1.95 

BEYOND COMBAT 
An intimate account of the t!irilling experi
ences of a combat chaplain in Vietnam. 

$3.95, 95c 

ARE YOU FOR REAL? 
A searching, penetrating inquiry into the self 
evaluations and frustrations of modern youth . 

$1.95 

SO WHAT? EVERYBODY'S DOING IT! 
Or are they? An honest evaluation of today's 
slogans by David Augsburger. soc 
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True romances-how eighteen young couples 
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church renewal through: 

• major articles by contributors 
from different cultural and con
fessional backgrounds 

•reports on current ecumenical 
discussions 

•analyses of major ecumenical 
statements and documents 

•books reviewed from critical 
viewpoints 

A quarterly of the World Council of 
Churches, The Ecumenical Review 
brings together the many expressions 
of ecumenicity as it happens and 
shares insights into new approaches 
for church renewal through closer co
operation. 

Excellent resources for conscientious 
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FREE RECORD 

Play it on your own phonograph: 

''The Wonderful 
World of 
Raising 

M u oney 

Here for the first time-and in a fun-to-listen-to record-is the 
fascinating story of how thousands of people have obtained money 
for worthy projects. You'll learn of a pleasant, fool-proof way to 
reach your money goals-without investment and without risk
ing one cent of your own money. Hear practical suggestions and · 
ideas you can turn into cash. And see how interesting, exciting
even educational-this fresh approach to raising money really is. 
Not theory-it's based on 47 years of helping others raise money 
for worthwhile projects. Rush coupon below, but hurry; the supply 
of records IS limited. 
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A SPIRITUAL PILGRIMAGE for every adult
in this new course of study-

THE 
~~rnum®~ 

ON THE 
MOUNT 

An extra-curricular study, "The Sermon on the Mount," has 
been specifically adopted by the 1968 Uniting Conference, 
in correlation with the quadrennial emphasis theme chosen 
at the conference in Dallas-"A New Church For a New 
World." Every four years a quadrennial theme which governs 
United Methodist studies is selected by the General Confer
ence ofThe United Methodist Church. Christians will journey 
through New Testament scriptures and relate these teachings 
to their new and ever-changing world-a world of revolu
tion, poverty, changing morals, and the generation gap. 

Cokesbury has available all the materials for this study
student book, leader's book, and leader's guide. Other re
sources are a parallel translation of the Sermon from the RSV 
and the Modern English Version, a multi-media resource 
packet, and advance leadership kits to help you preview and 
plan. Order the new quadrennial emphasis material today for 
your spiritual pilgrimage through New Testament teachings. 

"l'Hl: Stl!HOH 
ON THI: HOUl'IT 

Sfiop in person .Jf tfiesc Colccsbury Stores: 

Atlanta • Baltimore • Birmingham • Boston • Chicago • Cincinnati 
Dollos • Detroit • Houston • Kansas City • Los Angeles · Nashville 

Nr~ York. • Pittsburgh • Richmond • Son Francisco • Seattle 

___ THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, by Roger L. Shinn . For students. 
this book explores the meaning o( the Sermon seclion by section . fAPJ 
1.9 copies, each, $1 .25; 10 copies or more . . .. . ....... . .. .. . . . . . each, $1.05 
___ PATIERN FOR LIFE, by ArchibJ/d M. Hunter. Primarily for leaders, 
this resource gives section exposition of the Sermon along with chapters on 
the making, manner, matter, and meaning of the Sermon. (WP) 1-9 copies, 
each, $1.65; 10 copies or more, ......... . .................... each, $1.40 
___ THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, by IV. D. Davies. Also for leaders, 
this book discusses the political, rclii; ious, Jnd cultural bJckground of the 
Se rmon and the concept of the historical Jesus (AP) 1-9 copies, each , $1.65; 
10 copies or more . .. . . ...... .. . .. .... .... ............ ....... . each, $1.40 
___ LEADER'S GUIDE, by Edward P. Blair. Relates to all three texts, but is 
designed primarily for use with Mr. Sh inn's book. (AP) ....... . .. each, 50( 
___ PARALLEL TRANSLATION-SERMON ON THE MOUNT, a pamphlet 
containing two parallel versions of the "Sermon on the Mount" from the 
RSV and Modern English Version of the Bible. (CO) 100 copies, $7.00; 50 
copies, $4.00; 25 copies ................ .. ................ .... ....... $2.00 
___ MULTI-MEDIA PACKET, (same as Kit #2) is also available. Includes 
filmslrip with inlcrview record, 6 posters, a workbook and Leader's Guide 
by Blair-all relating to the study of the Sermon. 1 packet, $4.95; 3 packets, 

$13.95 

ADVANCE LEADERSHIP KITS 

___ KIT #1-lncludcs one copy of each book listed above. 
Regular price, $5.13 

Special Kit price, $3.95 
___ KIT #2-Con1ains multi-media resource packet and leJder's Guide 

Regular price, SSAS 
Special Kit price, $4.95 ea. ; three for $13.95 

___ KIT #3-Contains all material in KITS #1 and #2. 
Regular price, $8.90 

Special Kit price, $8.50 

Order lrom tlic Cokcsbury Regional Sctvicc Center serving your ;Jrc:J: 

1910 Main Street Fifth and Groce Streets 1661 North Northwest Hwy. 
Dallas, Texas 75221 Richmond, Vo. 23216 Pork Ridge, Ill . 60068 
1600 Queen Anne Rood 201 Eighth Avenue, South 85 McAllister Street 
Teaneck, N. J. 07666 Nashville, Tenn. 37202 Son Francisco, Calif. 94102 

Please send me the books and/or Kits marked above. 

SENDTO--------=---.,.------------
(Please print or type) 

Street or RFD----------------------
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SOUTHERN AFRICA 
A TIME FOR CHANGE 

tells of the brutal repression which effectively walls in 
the lives of more than 32 million black Africans in five 
southern Africa countries (the Republic of South Africa, 
the rebel British colony of Rhodesia, the former South 
African mandate, South West Africa, and the Portu
guese colonies of Angola and Mozambique). 

In penetrating language and superb photographs 

SOUTHERN AFRICA: A TIME FOR CHANGE graphically 
reveals how the African majorities' existence is one of 
misery, and hopelessness, a tragedy of human degra
dation almost unparalleled in modern time. 

Photo by Ernest Cole 

What are apartheid and UDI? Where are the wars 
of liberation being fought today? Do U. S. investments 
undergird injustice? Where does the Church stand? 

These questions and many more are answered by 
more than a dozen major world authors who are 
known for their expertise in African affairs. They clear
ly point out what needs to be done, how, and when. 

This unique and provocative publication also con
tains a complete program section with guidelines for 
responsible action, an in-depth study quiz, and a care
fully compiled bibliography for those who desire to 
undertake a more extensive program of study. 

SOUTHERN AFRICA: A TIME FOR CHANGE, pub
lished by Friendship Press and edited by George M. 
Daniels, is excellent for general study, Sunday school 
and discussion group use. As part of its three-year 
Southern Africa Emphasis, the World Division of the 
United Methodist Board of Missions recommends it to 
every United Methodist. 

Contributors to this special publication include Sen
ator Edward W. Brooke, Massachusetts; Ralph E. 
Dodge, United Methodist Bishop; Richard Falk, Albert 
G. Milbank professor of international law, Princeton 
University; William R. Frye, UN diplomatic correspond
ent; Arthur Goldberg, former United States Ambassador 
to the UN; George Houser, Executive Director of the 
American Committee on Africa; Elizabeth Landis, law
yer and Vice-President of the American Committee on 
Africa; Colin Legum, London Observer Commonwealth 
Affairs correspondent; John Marcum, Director of Lin
coln (Pa.) University African Language and Area 
Center; Mahmoud Mestiri, Tunisia UN Ambassador; 
Eduardo Mondlane, founder and president of the 
Mozambican Liberation Front (FRELIMO). 

ORDER NOW, SAVE 25% 
Publication date: June l, 1969. You can save nearly 

25 percent by reserving your copy now. Pre-publica
tion cost: $1.50 per copy. Regular price: $1.95. Check 
or money order must accompany your order. 

All orders shipped postpaid. 
Discounts on quantity orders available on request. 

PRE-PUBLICATION ORDER FORM 

SERVICE CENTER 
UNITED METHODIST BOARD OF MISSIONS 

7820 READING ROAD 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45237 

I am enclosing a check or money order for $1 .50 to reserve 
a copy of SOUTHERN AFRICA: A TIME FOR CHANGE. 

Name PLEASE PRINT 

Address 

City State Zip 
Make check or money order payable to Service Center. 
The pre.publication offer of $1.50 per copy expires June 1, 1969; 
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