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CHALLENGE~ 

CHURCH IN · A . CITY OF .MAN 
$6,000 to build the Ikuta Church, Kawasaki, Japan 

Modern Japan is a country in search of its· new nature. It 
is a time for decision, particularly for Japanese Christians. 

The Ikuta Church in the rapidly developing industrial city 
of Kawasaki is confronting crisis in this Japanese city of man. 
It is the dilemma of a people . uprooted in a rural turned 
urban society. . 

But hope is coming to Kawasaki. 
For the people of Ikuta, livin1tin depersonalized rows of 

apartment houses, working in steel and shipbuilding plants, 
the church is attempting to give a sense of identity as it 
enters the life of urban man. It comes as leaven, a sign of 
hope among the grosser symbols of society. 

And hope brings its response, because the people of 
Kawasaki want to help themselves. The search for a better 
life is shown in the determined effort of · the Ikuta congre
gation to operate an all-inclusive minis~ry, to.support a"full-
time minister, and to build a church. . · · · 

It is proven, too, by their determinat~on to improve the 

outlook for themselves and their children's future-by estab
lishing a strong community. 

The people of Kawasaki respond to help. 
With a matching gift of $6,000 from Methodism, U.S.A .. the 

Ikuta Church can be translated from blueprints into a living 
·witness of Emmanuel. 

You or your church can help build a sanctuary in Kawasaki 
-a city of man seeking its new nature with hope-as you 

· contribute to the Project Of The Month. Send your Christmas 
gift ' designated "PROJECT OF THE MONTH" to: 

The Treasurer, Methodist Board of Missions 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N. Y. 10027 

The Advance Special Project Of The Month selects urgent 
needs from Methodism's worldwide ministries. For informa
tion about Advance Specials, write to: ,-..... . 

. Adva~ce Department, Methodist Board of Missionsw· • 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N. Y. 10027 ; ! 
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I THIS MONTH I WORLD OUTLOOK DECEMBER 

1967 

Recently a college student stood up in 
a group discussing South Africa and asked, 
"What is this 'apartheid' you keep talking 
about?" It seems incredible in this day of 
mass media that a college student would 
not know about that evil system and what it 
does to people, white and black. We have 
ten pages this month of text and photos on 
what it is like to live as a black man in 
South Africa. Ernest Cole's article, adapted 
from his book House of Bondage, em
phasizes the role religion plays in assuaging 
the griefs of many in that unhappy land. 

Rev. Cho Wha Soon, a Korean woman 
minister, describes plainly and vividly what 
it was like for her to give up a comfortable 
pastorate to become involved in the Inchon 
Mission in Industry. 

Again this year we have a Christmas 
meditation by Florence Hooper. There is 
also poetry for the season, an editorial medi
tation about John the Baptist, and a photo 
essay, '\Vhen Did We See Thee?" Our 
cover picture comes from one of the oldest 
Christian communities in the world, the 
Egpytian Copts. 

No major world religion can match Chris
tianity in the number and variety of groups 
which have been formed to lead a com
munal life. Not only the history of Christian
ity, but that of the Western world, would be 
much the poorer without the love of the 
Franciscans, the preservation of scholarship 
of the medieval monastics, the zeal of the 
Moravians, and the industry which made 
famous in America the names of the Oneida 
and Amana communities. Sam Tamashiro 
reports on the life and spirit of another com
munity in this venerable line in Rifton, New 
York. 

One of the problems with foreign student 
exchange programs is how-do-we-keep-them
down - on - the - farm-once-they've-seen
Tennessee? It's known today as the "brain 
drain." The question is how much church 
exchange programs are part of the problem 
rather than part of the solution. Margaret 
Swift tackles this in her article, and offers 
some suggestions about educational ex
change. 

The President of the Woman's Division, 
Mrs. Glenn Laskey, tells how the thought 
of so many unfairly disadvantaged women in 
Africa keeps her awake at night. 

One of the exciting new fields for the 
churches in this country is low-cost, non
profit housing. In some cities, most notably 
Cleveland, the church is in the forefront in 
this new area. Amy Lee reports on a tour 
that has given church executives a Eu
ropean perspective on low-cost housing. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC CREDITS 
P. 4, World Literacy by Christian Lil. NYC. 
Pp. 7, 8, 30, Three Lions 
Pp. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, Ernest Cole 
Pp. 20, 21, Cho Wha Soon 
Pp. 22. 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 , 29, Sam Tamashiro 
P. 33, Gunter's Studio, Nashville, Tenn. 
Pp. 34, 35, 36, 37, John P. Taylor, from WCC 
P. 39, Virginia Davis Laskey 
P. 41. United Nations 
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LET''· TERS 

Nativity, by Hsu 

LIGHTS IN ALASKA 
The lights of Christmas shine all the brighter 

here during the dark northern nights, which be
gin at four in the afternoon, and last until nine
thirty the next morning. 

A mantle of snow gives our land a Christmas 
look of card and story. 

We need Christmas to remind us that wo are 
God's children, and that He wants a better 
world for us than the one we now have. May 
the spirit of Christmas be a redeeming power 
in our world through the coming year. 

THE ERNEST }ONES FAMILY (MM) 
Douglas Community Methodist Church 
Box 509, Douglas, Alaska, 99824 

BREAKING A CHAIN 
WITH A CHRISTMAS ACCOUNT 

Members of the Pep-up Club for adults at 
Bethlehem Center, 397 Highland Avenue, 
Spartanburg, S. C. have started a Christmas 
Savings Account this year. In this way they 
are beginning to break the chains of poverty
a poverty which often does not permit of a 
Christmas celebration. 

From S. C. Methodist Advocate 
Aug. 24, 1967, page 13 

CHRISTMAS PROBLEMS 
For most of us, no other season of the year 

stirs the heart and quickens the pt.lse like 
Christmas. Caught up in the emotional tide of 
this season of the Christ Child, it is difficult for 
us to accept the fact that even in our own back 
yard there are some persons who lia.ve been so 
deprived of wholesome life experiences that 
they view Christmas with mixed emotions, ev'en 
sometimes with hostile emotions. 

This is true of many of the young people 
who come to Epworth Village. There's B., for 
instance, who has spent several Christmases with 
his father in cheap hotel rooms, running from 
the police. There's S., whose mother, as al
ways, has promised her "everything in the 
catalog." She will continue to hope that her 
mother won't let her down again. But the past 
record doesn't reveal much promise for the 
future. S. will be lavished with gifts, but the 
gift he had hoped for most-the actual presence 
of his parents-will be missing. Christmas will 
be painful for D., the first Christmas without 
her mother. L. will go home, only to find an 
inebriated father blaming him for the family's 
troubles. 

We, at Epworth Village, must be particularly 
sensitive to the reactions of young people in 
our care. We so hope that through meaning
ful gifts from meaningful persons they may ul-
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timately come to know the joy of giving for 
its own sake. 

\Ve deeply appreciate the gracious Christian 
concern and compassion of our constituents for 
the youth at Epworth Village, manifested each 
year in a generous outpouring of benevolence 
which contributes greatly to our ministry. 

\V1LFORD C. HAWKINS, Director, 
Epworth Village, York, Nebraska 

CHRISTMAS IN THE RIO GRANDE VALLEY 
One year we tape-recorded the kindergarten 

Christmas programs. The children were de
lighted when they heard their programs played 
back. The next time I made my rounds, the 
children asked: "Tape recorder today, 
Teacher?" 

Every year more and more parents wish to 
get their children into the Methodist-sponsored 
kindergartens in the Valley. 

MATTIE S. VARN, Supervisor (MM-H) 
Kindergarten ·work on Texas-Mexican Bor
der 
952 Palm Blvd., Brownsville, Texas, 78520 

YOUNG METHODISTS IN HAWAII 
By washing cars, selling cookies and punch 

after church services, and having a \Vhite Ele
phant Auction at the church picnic in June, 
our young people raised more than two hun
dred dollars for camp fees and air fare. 

The Methodist Youth Fellowship was or
ganized last September. Many young persons 
had their Ilrst carol-singing party at Christmas 
time. 

THE ROYAL MARTYS ( MM-H) 
41 Wahi Hoolaha, Kahului, Hawaii 

THE LAMPS OF CHRISTMAS 
IN INDIA 

Both the hostel and our home were lighted 
by clay lamps, all along the ledges. Mark, Philip, 
and the neighboring friends enjoyed making 
the cotton wicks, and filling the lamps with 
castor oil. (I'm sure many American children 
would agree that this is the best use for castor 
oil.) 

We have always liked to go out to the vil
lages for Christmas. In four villages we had 
programs of singing, worship, and even drama. 
Our boys thoroughly enjoyed clapping their 
hands to keep time \vith the drums and cymbals. 

DAVID BAUMAN (MM) 
Meth. Boys' Hostel, Godhra, Gujarat, India 

"KING JESUS HAS COME" TO INDIA 
One Christmas Eve our Udgir congregation 

dramatized the Christmas story by visiting 
three homes where members of the families 
acted the various parts of the Bible events. 
They depicted the Annunciation, the shepherds, 
and the Wise Men. 

Our family custom is to go to the banks 
of the Manjara River on Chrishnas afternoon 
for a picnic supper. As the sun is setting our 
thoughts travel westward where Christmas day 
is just beginning. 

One of the favorite Christmas songs of Indian 
laymen, pastors, and children is "King Jesus 
Has Come." 

We thank you all for your share in telling 
about His coming, in India. 

PAUL AND MABEL WAGNER (MM) 
Udgir, Dist. Osmanabad, Maharashtra, 
India 

CHRISTMAS CARDS AND CLOTHES IN INDIA 
It was such a cold winter that much of our 

Christmas money last year was ~pent on com
forts and sweaters. Most of our people have no 
warm clothes at all. 

At a Christmas dinner we gave the village 
teachers Chrishnas cards to take home to all 
the village school children. 

So many used Christmas cards have come 
that we now have enough for several years. 

GLADYS DOYLE ( MM-F) 
% India Office, Methodist Board 
475 Riverside Drive, New York City 100-27 

CITIZENS' CHRISTMAS PLAN IN JAPAN 
Last year a Citizens' Christmas- was planned 

for our entire city. More than 600 persons were 
packed into the building, to hear a good mes
sage, and the Christmas music by the combined 
choirs of two mission schools. 

DONALD H. SEELY 
Duke Divinity School, Durham, N. C. 

PORCH CHRISTMAS DRAMA IN BRAZIL 
Dona Hermelinda and Senhor Manoel opened 

wide the doors of their home to us, in order 
to begin another Methodist church in Brazil. 

Their house is small. But all church services, 
a growing Sunday school, youth meetings, 
prayer meetings, commission meetings, choir 
practice, and Bible studies-all meet here. 

The little front porch was curtained off, and 
made to serve as a stage for a very moving 
Christmas drama. The members of our audience 
sat or stood in the yard, sidewalk, and street. 

The wonderful Christian witness of this 
unusual family of eleven members is largely 
responsible for the success of the church here. 

CY, MAnSHLEA, AND JoHNNY DAWSEY 
(MM), Caixa Postal 195 
Americana, Est. de S. P., Brazil 

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS IN THE CONGO 
One Christmas season began with a pageant 

written by the women in the Institute for 
women in Luluabourg. The Chrishnas story was 
presented in an African setting, understood and 
appreciated by all. 

On Christmas Eve an offering was taken for 
the sixty orphans who are living in a hospital 
in the Congo. Most of the children were made 
orphans by wars and rebellions, and they have 
nowhere to go. They are being cared for by a 
United Nations doctor from Egypt. 

EDITH MARTIN (MM-R) 
105 N. Cherry, Harrison, Arkansas 72601 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR IN TAIWAN 
One of my most delightful responsibilities is 

the directing of the University choir. vVe sang 
the traditional Christmas Eve concert, which 
consisted of carols from many lands. 

At the Christmas service 27 people joined 
the church on profession of faith, so that the 
singing of the last hymn, "Joy to the World, 
the Lord Has Come," was especially meaning
ful. 

JuANELVA RosE (MM) 
Box 920, Tunghai University 
Taichung, Taiwan, Rep. of China 

PLANS AND PROGRAMS IN THE PHILIPPINES 
Plans are made for district Methodist Youth 

Fellowship Christmas Institutes, with early 
training of leaders. 

In 1966 the Bureau of Forestry placed a 
complete ban on the cutting of young pine 
trees, so we have to manage with pine branches 
for Christmas "trees.'' 

THE BmoN W. CLAnKs ( lVIM) 
Box 97, Baguio City, Philippines 

NATIVITY DRAMA IN SINGAPORE 
One year the :Methodist Youth Fellowship 

presented scenes from the Nativity story. 
Joseph was played by an Indian, Mary was 
the role of an American, the \Vise Men were 
played by two Chinese and an Indian. The 
story of the coming of Jesus into the world 
was read in four languages, yet somehow this 
did not seem strange. 

1'.lns. ELIZABETH B. SNEAD (MM) 
18 Farrer Rd., Singapore ( 10) 
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B 0 0 K S 
THE SACilAMENTS: AN ECU.i\IEl'ilCAL 

DILEi'\li\IA, edited hy llnns Kiin;;. 
Volume 2'1· of Concili11m. ,,. cw l' ork, 
1967: Pnulist Press; 178 pnges, St.50. 

All the volumes of this series nrc difficult 
lo assess. They consist of short articles 
grouped in more or less correlated areas, 
with "Bibliographical Surveys" and "Docu
mentation" a<l<lc<l-somclimes with little or 
no connection with the title. This volume 
is more consistently assembled thnn most; 
only one survey and the documentation arc 
unconcerned with sacraments. 

The volume is definitely worth reading. 
;\lost of the short articles arc rcallv introduc
tions to piquant topics: infant b;ptism, dif
fering notions of the cucharist, confession in 
and out of Roman Catholicism. The longer 
surveys concern cucharislic developments in 
the evangelical (European) church, divorce 
and remarriage, and reaction to Vatican II's 
declaration on the Jews. 

llaptisl James McC!cndon admits that the 
practice of infant baptism has met needs and 
helped fmm Christian character "as truly as 
has believer's baptism" and adds that the 
pc1'sistencc of believer's baptism also has 
significance for discerning the true sons of 
the Church. 

Jesuit Michael Hurley avers "infant bap
tism is still a practice in search of a the
ology" and thinks a better solcriology will 
likclv clarif v the issues. 
Concemi~g confession, ~lax Thurian of 

Taizc expects a rediscovery of confession 
and absolution in Protestantism. \\1altcr 
Kasper of Tiibingcn reminds us that many 
difficulties stem from diverse ideas of the 
ministry, but that extra-sacramental con
fession offers possibilities of common prac
tice for Christians, no longer so likely to con
sider themselves in "grievous sin." 

Turning to the cucharist, New Testament 
scholar David Stanley writes of it as meal, 
as memorial and proclamation, as thanks
giving. Josef Ratzingcr uses almost the same 
notions in his "Is the Eucharist a Sacrifice?" 
He holds that Christ's martyrdom, or His 
total self-offering as Jahwch's servant, can 
wnthesizc the notions as complementary. 
\\raldcnsian Renzo Ilcrtalot maintains that 
research is still needed into the use of lan
guage in Scripture and theology; prejudices 
still appear in dialogues, but common rec
ognition of baptism holds out hope for a 
common theology of "sacrament" with Christ 
as the norm. 

Jean Meycndorff brings four Orthodox 
blessings lo this book: liturgical insights into 
anamncsis and cpiclesis, historical insights 
into the eastern-western estrangement, 
ccclcsinl insights into the eucharist as form
ing "church"-and the unusual blessing of 
strongly speaking his mind c\·cn though it 
might seem unecumenical! Regarding possi
ble intcrcommunion with Orthodox: impos
sible now. 

Pict Schooncnbcrg's article on Transub
stantiation is conditioned by the encyclical 
of 1965 and assures us that new directions 
in Catholic theology arc continuations of the 
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old-so the article is alrcadv dated. 
The outstanding piece in the volume for 

me is \Vim Luurl lloclen's "Eucharistic Dl'
,·elopments in the Evangelical Church.'' I-le 
is keenly aware of the ecumenical possibili
ties in intra-traditional sat-ramcntal progress 
based on common Scriptural scholarship 
and growing sociological contacts. He in
dicates positions of a "younger Luther" dif
ferent from those on an "old Luther"
positions lo which some moderns appeal. He 
thinks a consensus is developing, and that 
Calvinist theologians . arc involved in ap
proximate!~· the same divisions and discus
sions as the European Lutherans. The two 
groups still "think and feel in a different 
climate" but seem to be converging on most 
essentials. 

" ... much thought is given lo the escha
tological and ecclesiological aspects of the 
cucharistic celebration . . .. As Lord of the 
Church, Christ acts through his community 
and invites his followers to the supper table. 
Thus he molds his Church in a special way 
so that <luring the celebration the Church is 
already shown forth as the final, cschatologi
cal communitv of salvation. 

"The purst~it of this datum of faith is 
very important ecumenically because it 
steers away from the old Refmmers' pre
occupation" with the invisible Church of the 
true faithful. It also brings out the distinc
tion between the service of the \Vorel and 
Sacrament in the strict sense .... 

"On the other hand, those who answer the 
invitation to the cucharist signify in a con
crete wav that thev accept the proclamation 
with al( its cons~qucnces, both vertically 
and horizonlallv, i.e., as contact with God 
through the in.strumental salvation of the 
Church. At the sacramental celebration of 
the cucharist the force and meaning of the 
proclamation are expressed and fulfilled in 
the most noble and concrete manner. Tims. 
those who approach the communion table 
show forth the eschatological community of 
the People of God." 

He regards the most important advance to 
be the secondary importance of the tradi
tional test: what is the function of the bread 
and wine in the cucharist? The question may 
be answered only within the broader frame
work of a sacramental theology; "transig
nification" seems to run parallel to Protes
tant thinking on the subject. 

I especially like his remarks about possi
ble intercommunion. Differing from Fr. 
~!even<lorff on this, he thinks that both prac
tice' (in Europe) and acceptance of an im
perfect unity in Christ which can be ex
pressed by an imperfect communion in the 
cucharist will more and more justify limited 
intcrcommunion among Protestants, and will 
eventually include both Orthodox and 
Roman Catholics. 

Olivier Rousseau , O.S.Il ., editor of the 
ecumenical review Ircnikon, writes a pro
vocative survey on Divorce and Reman-iage: 
East and \Vest. He shows that the histori
cal data .are cloudv and tend to show tolera
tion of divorce ~n the biblical ground in 
the earlv churches. This tolerant attitude 
seems ta' have hardened into intransigeance 
in the \Vest after the great estrangement 
from the East; this intransigeancc now 

seems open lo change, despite the obvious 
dangers i1l\'olved in allowing exceptions. 

"\Ve believe that it is this danger which 
has caused and continues lo cause Catholic 
theologians lo hesitate lo reopen the pa
rentheses of the Matlhean clause that have 
been so lightly closed for so long and lo 
show themselves favorable to a modifica
tion of the law along Greek lines. The 
Greeks on their side have multiplied the 
case of divorce with remarriage by applying 
the law for beyond the Matthean exception. 
\Ve shall not go into these cases here, all the 
more so since we on our part have an 
equivalent today, a phenomenon of which 
we have no right lo be proud: the increas
ing number of requests for annulment to the 
Roman Rota; this fact has disturbed Pope 
Paul VI. ... " 

The remedy, if there is one, seems to be 
a re-evaluation of the Pauline and patristic 
theology of marriage. This must be done 
by both East and \Vest in ecumenical har
mony; nothing else will suffice. 

This volume, then, contains much that is 
pertinent and important. Anyone with a 
world outlook will be benefitted by it. 

DAVID J. BOWMAN, S.J. 
Faith and Order 
National Council of Churches 

A THEOLOGY FOR CHRISTIAN EDU
CATION, hy Nels F. S. Ferre. Phila
delphia, 1967: 'Westminster Press; 
224· pages, S4·.95. 

Under circumstances similar to those 
which brought forth his first treatise on edu
cation, The Christain Faith and Higher Ed
!lcation ( 1954), Professor Ferre, fmmerly 
professor of Philosophical Theology at Van
derbilt University, gives us his second work 
in this field . The work is especially valuable 
for Christian education in the local church. 

Basic for an understanding of Ferre's 
book is some comprehension of his theologi
cal stance, "dynamic centralism." This posi
tion results from a dialectical tension which 
Ferre maintains between a definitive theo
logical content and a contemporary context 
"'leaving them both flexibly free and at the 
same time . .. directive." 

The author's thesis, stressed throughout 
the book, is "that Christian theology in order 
to serve the purposes of Christian education 
must be transposed into an educational key." 
Ferre takes his approach seriously and makes 
the following discoveries: 

1. The Christian faith per se is intended 
to be an educational experience. Every act 
of God teaches. 

2. The Christian faith has been frozen 
into and distorted by philosophic frameworks 
"whereas there is no framework more ... 
adequate for both thought and life than the 
Cluistian categories themselves. . . ." 

The material of the book foils into two 
main sections: "Methodological Considera
tions" and "A Theology for Christian Educa
tion ." The first considers the tasks of a 
theology of education and the place of the 
sciences and philosophy in such an enter
prise. The centrnl task of Christian . educa
tion is to discover the inner meaning of the 
Christian faith in relation to teaching and 
learning. 
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For Ferre the sciences or the "theoretical 
mood" are "receiving attitudes," and prac
tical theology (Christian education, in this 
case) is the "practical mood" or the im
plementing attitude. These moods and their 
corresponding work are complementary. 
Theology, which deals with "faith," science, 
which deals with "fact" and philosophy, 
which deals with "meaning" are inextricably 
inter-related in their bearing upon Christian 
education. The task of Christian education 
is to effect a "dynamic synthesis" of these 
three approaches. 

Section II deals with the outline of a 
theology for education. It considers Chris
tian education in relation to the several 
standard doctrinal categories of systematic 
theology, God, Christ, Holy Spirit, Church, 
Sin, Salvation, Evil, Eschatology, etc. 
"Learning from Jesus" for Christian educa
tion means understanding and acting upon 
the definitive statement that God made in 
Christ, namely unconditional love made 
known in and through participation in the 
life of man. 

In considering the Christian faith in rela
tion to other religions, Ferre defines the task 
of Christian education to be that of witness
ing to the fact that "Jesus is ... the (spirit
ual) standard of God's call on man through 
all religions." Finally, Christian education 
deals with eschatology or a doctrine of last 
things with the significant statement that 
eschatology "is not only a quality of being 
but a direction of destiny." 

GRANT s. SHOCKLEY 

Secretary, Christian Education 
Methodist Board of Missions 

TWENTIETH CENTURY SPIRITUAL 
LETTERS, by John B. Coburn. Phila
delphia, 1967: Westminster Press; 
170 pages, $3.95. 

Dr. Coburn is dean of the Episcopal Theo
logical Seminary, Cambridge, Mass. He has 
been a teacher of biology (in Turkey), a 
naval and a college chaplain, and dean of 
Trinity Cathedral, Newark, N.J. He is the 
author of an earlier volume, Prayer and Per
sonal Religion. 

In this new volume, the first part is a 
group of letters (some of them actually writ
ten to friends) on practical everyday experi
ences of life and employing prayer "to show 
that we cannot worship God in the abstract" 
but in the context of our experiences, con
cerns, and problems. They relate to such 
things as falling in love, choosing a career, 
going to war, recovery from grief,-what 
shall we say to God and hear from God re
garding these everyday events? 

The second section of the volume is a 
group of essays-"reflections on some of the 
ordinary human experiences of a 20th cen
tury man in the light of the spirit of Jesus 
of Nazareth." 

w. W.REID 

CHRISTY, by Catherine Marshall; New 
York; 1967: McGraw-Hill Book Co.; 
496 pages, $6.95. 

This is Catherine Marshall's first novel. It 
was nine years in the making, and is excel
lent reading. She has chosen Appalachia 
(which she calls "the hills of home") as the 
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site of her story. 
This is fiction, but it is fiction with a 

realistic tone, for it is built largely upon the 
experiences of the author's mother, who, as 
a girl of nineteen, went to teach in a mission 
school in Tennessee. The central figure is 
called Christy. 

Cluisty was a pretty girl, also an ideal
istic one. When she heard Dr. Ferrand, an 
elderly medical doctor, speak (at a church 
conference in Montreat) about the stark 
need in the Appalachians, she responded 
quickly. After a long argument with her 
parents, Christy had her way, and in Janu
ary, 1912, she began a six-hour train jour
ney from her Asheville home to a remote 
place in the Great Smokey Mountains 
named Cutter Gap. 

From the moment Christy stepped out 
of the train at El Pano she was in a new 
world, a world with bewildering distances 
and customs and people and words. A 
young person with a frailer resolution might 
well have taken the next train back home 
when she learned that the only way she 
could get to Cutter Gap was to hike seven 
_snowy miles into the mountains. The post
man kept her company, reluctantly, for he 
felt that it was "too hard a walk for a 
city gal." 

Christy arrived at the Cutter Gap mission 
house exhausted, but still resolute. Soon 
her world was peopled with new acquain
tances, a mountain doctor, a young minis
ter, neighbors, school children. Notable 
among the persons whom she met was 
"Miss Alice," a Quaker woman whose 
strength of spirit was a tower of refuge to 
many individuals and families in the moun
tains. 

From here the story proceeds in an en
grossing fashion, as a chronicle of a year 
of Christy's life-an important year, in 
which she struggled with poverty, sorrow, 
ignorance, meanness, and sickness. But it 
was also a time in which she found delight 
in the beauty of the mountains and the 
wide opportunities opening before her. 

Fairlight Spencer, a mountain woman 
with a growing family, was one unexpected 
source of this delight. Fairlight wanted to 
learn to read, and Christy found her such 
an eager pupil, so gifted, that it took only 
three sessions to accomplish this goal. Fair
light soon was reading everything imagin
able-old newspapers pasted on the walls, 
the family Bible, labels on jars. 

Christy found a big challenge in trying 
to teach 67 children of various ages, back
grounds, and degrees of intelligence. To 
her amazement she found that both parents 
and children insisted upon her teaching 
Latin. Latin! When many needed to learn 
the very elements of reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. 

This story abounds in quotable quotes, 
such as: "Nothin a-tall outside the house 
and yard be -fittin' for wimmin." And "Me, 
I used to git pleasured and en;oy life, too. 
But now that I've got religion, I don't en
joy life no more." And "Miz Henderson, your 
talk would put heart in a hollow log. Ye 
make the Almighty seem come-at-able." 

Christy will be a valued gift to a teen
ager, a church library, a person who is 

studying Appalachia or tlle roots of poverty, 
or to any individual young or young in 
heart who merely demands that a story be 
vastly readable. 

E.W. 

HEIRLOOMS, compiled by Margaret T. 
Applegarth. New York, 1967: Harper 
& Row; 308 pages, $5.95. 

Miss Applegarth, the author of 34 pop
ular religious books, has gathered here in 
one volume 1,316 quotations in poetry and 
prose. An index of authors, topics, and 
sources will aid the reader in finding apt 
quotations for special occasions. The con
tents are grouped under 36 headings, which 
include Music, Nature, Saints, Travel, 
Women, Worship, Character, Books, and 
Clocks. 

We especially liked: "A happy man or 
woman is a better thing to find than a five
pound note." That was the opinion of Robert 
Louis Stevenson in the 19th century. 

And an early Christian mystic, unnamed, 
declared: "God is the presence, warm, all
enfolding, lifting the sad heart into song ... 
by a bird's note, a light at sunset, a touch of 
love, making the whole universe a safe home 
for the soul." 

E.W. 

A CHRISTIAN AND HIS MONEY, by 
John R. Crawford. Nashville, 1967: 
Abingdon Press; 176 pages, $3.75. 

"Earning and spending in the light of the 
Gospel" is the sub-title to Dr. Crawford's 
volume which (he notes) is not written from 
an ivory tower-though he is currently pro
fessor of church history at the University of 
the Congo as a member of the Presbyterian 
Congo Mission. Rather he writes it as a se
ries of essays based on his own experiences 
and observations as the son of missionaries 
in Japan, as the head of a family, as a pastor, 
as a Christian, and as a worker with "a 
relatively low income" in an affiuent so
ciety. He has clear words of understanding 
and real help. 

"Show me a man with a dollar in his hand. 
Tell me how he spends it, and all the reasons 
which influence him in spending it as he 
does, and I will tell you his theology," says 
the author. "Indeed, a man's money and his 
theology are inseparable." 

Throughout tlle 23 chapters (or essays) 
the author deals realistically with a wide 
range of everyday financial concerns. One 
can truthfully suggest that any reader hav
ing a particular financial problem will find 
here a closely paralleling case to which are 
given scriptural and religious answers to
ward their solution. 

Some chapter titles will give an idea of 
how down-to-earth the essays are: What is 
money, anyway? What does the Bible say 
about money? Money and tlle Lordship of 
Christ; Should a Christian be insured? Your 
money is power; Your children and money; 
What price the funeral? Your budget and 
the Holy Spirit; The will; the portion laid 
aside. 

W.W.R. 
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i. 

EDITORIALS 

! Waiting For the Incarnation 

1

1 

The prospect before our eyes this 
Advent season is not a happy one. In 

! the United States, the nation is bitter-
1 ly divided. Blacks and whites face each 

I 
other warily over an emotional chasm 
whose width and depth we are only 
now beginning to sense. The war in 
Vietnam has led one half of the popu-
lation to calling the other half "mur
derers" and the second half responds 
by calling the first half "traitors." Our 
elected lawmakers spend much of 
their time trying to economize at the 

, expense of the poor and helpless. The 
· national mood at home is cynical, 

weary and despairing. Abroad, this 
, nation, accustomed to regard itself as 

a beacon to mankind, is increasingly 
regarded as a kind of rogue elephant 
whose demented lurchings are a 
danger to the peace of the world. 

'

·.. Nor should it be thought that h·ou
bles, highly visible as ours are, occur 

I only in the United States. Around the 
i' world, the rich are getting richer and 
/ j the poor are getting poorer. All po-

[ I

. litical systems are viewed with a 

11 
weary shrug. The Middle East, China, 
Africa, Latin America-there is no 

1: 
I' 

i ; 

section of the earth that is immune. 
A time for despair? Certainly, not 

a time for the cheery optimism so be
loved of Americans. If we do not suc
cumb to a paralysis of will, it may be 
because the political and psychologi
cal situation of today is so strikingly 
reminiscent of another age-the time 
of the birth of Jesus. 

All historical parallels are mislead
ing if pressed too far. Their value is 
only suggestive. But to think of Rome, 
shifting from republican to imperial 
status, beset by internal conflicts be
tween rich and poor, etc., etc., is to 
be reminded of the America of today. 

We could go farther (the compari
son of Marshal Ky with Herod is one 
we rather fancy) but the point is 
neither to justify nor condemn any
thing in our present political scene. 
The point is more basic than that. 

The kind of world in which we live 
today is the kind of world in which 
the incarnation took place. This is the 
world that Christ came to redeem. 

To say this is not to deny history. 
We can and we must talk about the 
world we live in today and its very 
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spcciDc problems-a "world come of 
age," "secularity," and all that. That is 
all true. But at the same time, we can 
hardly escape the fact that after near
ly 2,000 years of "official Christianity," 
we face basically the same kind of 
world as that into which Jesus was 
born. That is our despair. But it is also 
our hope. Come, Lord Jesus! 

"He Shall Be Called John" 
John the Baptist has an integral 

part in the Bible story of the Nativity, 
one that is sometimes overlooked. 

Elizabeth and Zechariah had no 
child, and did not expect to have one, 
for both were advanced in years. 

But an angel in the temple spoke 
a few words to Zechariah, while he 
was performing his priestly duties at 
the altar of incense. And these words 
changed history. "Your prayer is 
heard," declared the angel, "and your 
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 
and you shall call his name John." 

The angel then outlined the course 
of John's life: "He will be great before 
the Lord . . . he will be filled with 
the Holy Spirit even from his mother's 
\vomb .... He will turn many of the 
sons of Israel to the Lord their God." 

Zechariah was understandably 
startled at this prophecy. In fact, he 
was downright skeptical. "How shall I 
know this"? he wondered. But 
Gabriel, the messenger angel, was 
not in the mood to overlook such 
human frailties as doubt. He felt that 
Zechariah should have accepted these 
good tidings as given. "You will be 
silent and unable to speak," the angel 
decreed, "until the day that these 
things come to pass, because you did 
not believe my words." 

And that is just what happened. 
Not until the baby was bom could 
Zechariah speak. His kinsfolk then in
quired of him as to what name the 
son should be given. They were think
ing of calling him Zechariah the sec
ond. But his father wrote upon a 
tablet: "His name is John." 

Zechariah was then filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and prophesied: 
" ... And you, child, will be called 
the prophet of the Most High; for you 
"'.ill go befo~:e the Lord to prepare 
lus ways ... . 

The angel who told !vlary about the 
coming of "the Son of God" told her 
also about the son that was to be born 
to her cousin Elizabeth. It was natural 

that Mary should hasten to visit Eliz
abeth at her home in the hill country, 
at this time. "And when Elizabeth 
heard the greeting of Mary, the babe 
leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
she exclaimed with a loud cry, 'Blessed 
are you among women ... and why 
is this granted me, that the mother of 
my Lord should come to me?' " ... 

It would be understandable to us 
if John, upon being told of all the 
prophecy in his background, and of 
the high hopes centered upon his life, 
had rebelled. Being human, he might 
have protested: "But I want to choose 
my own career, develop my own 
skills." But he did not rebel. "And the 
ch!l? gre~ and became strong in 
spmt .... 

We are not told in the scriptures 
what contact, if any, the cousins, John 
and Jesus, had during their boyhood. 
But "in the fifteenth year of the reign 
of Tiberius Caesar . . . the word of 
God came to John the son of Zechariah 
in the wilderness, and he went into aU 
the region about the Jordan, preach
ing a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins." 

John never made the slightest claim 
to being the Messiah. He consistently 
desclibed himself as merely one who 
prepared the way. "He who is 
mightier than I is coming, the thong 
of whose sandals I am not worthy to 
untie; he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire." 

John was a person of strong char
acter, one whose spirit of mission was 
profound, whose dedication was un
swerving. But his headlong plunge 
into his life work did not seem to 
leave much room for tact and 
diplomacy. He used strong language 
to denounce the multitudes that came 
out to the river to ask for baptism. 

A preacher who went about pro
claiming: ''. .. the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire" could hardly 
hope to avoid making enemies. And 
when J olm reproved Herod the 
tetrarch, for the evil things that he 
had done, he was promptly shut up in 
prison, and later beheaded. 

Would John have modified his con
duct if he had been able to foresee his 
doom? \",Te doubt it. Jesus said of him: 
" ... Among those born of women 
none is greater than John ... A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet." [LuKE, RSV] 
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A CllRISTHAS ~IEDITATION 

Adoration of the Magi, by The Master of the Darmstadt Passio11, Middle Rlie11isli, 
Germany, circa 1440. 
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Radiance is "for real"-both light and 
power. It is a vibrant, creative force. It 
is neither the cheap shine of tinsel nor 
the momentary flare of a match. It is not 
the frightful inferno of a conflagration 
nor the terror of a destructive explosion. 

Radiance presupposes a mighty cen
i ter from which proceed steady streams 

of a splendor which creates and sustains 
life. It is able to penetrate the darknesses 
of whatever sort that surround it. 

The great sun is a universal source of 
' physical radiance. Majestic in its evi

dences, its rays yet come close to satis-
1 I fying everyday human needs and desires. 

The sun makes possible man's life, and 
brings food and beauty to the hungry of 
both body and mind, if they but co
operate with its beneficence. It warms 
and solaces, wakens and invigorates. 
Through ages and ages primitive men 
have worshipped the sun in both fear 
and gratitude. To sun worshippers, the 
great orb is the ultimate deity. Not much 
wonder, really, that this is so. Picture 
the earth sunless-picture it as what one 
melancholy poet has called "a city of 
dreadful night." 

Years ago I was in a small boat on 
Frenchman's Bay off Mt. Desert during 
an almost total eclipse of the sun. It 
was a terrifying experience. Silently, by 
barely perceptible degrees, the light 
failed, until even the persons nearest me 
in the little craft seemed weirdly unreal, 
though not quite invisible. The familiar 
features of the bay faded and vanished. 
A strange, frightening silence prevailed. 

And then, the shadow on the sun 
passed. Light and assurance of life and 
reality slowly returned. Radiance re
stored the world. 

Again, in a deep, wide cavern far be
low the surface of the ground, as artificial 
lights were one by one extinguished, I 
sat shivering with unreasonable but very 
real fear. For reassurance I kept reach
ing out my hand to touch my neighbor, 
unseen in that thick darkness. A world 
without the radiance of the sun! 

Through many ages, and among 
myriad peoples the sun was regarded 
as the final source of radiant light. But 
to the men of Israel and to other think
ers empowered to see beyond the 
material, the Divine Radiance which 
created the sun was time and again re
vealed. The Hebrew psalms joyously ex
press this deeper concept. They witness 
to the astounding fact that the radiance 
of the Almighty is transferable to and 
through tl~e human spirit. God trans
forms and vivifies thought and action 
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as the radiance of the material sun warms 
and lightens the earth. God is the ulti
mate effulgence, tl1e "uncreated light." 

The psalmist prays "that I may walk 
before God in the light of life." And 
"Light rises in the darkness for the up
right"; "the unfolding of tl1y words gives 
light"; "in thy light do we see light"; 
"Look to him, and be radiant." (From 
Psalw; 56, 112, 119, 36, 34, RSV) 

In the New Testament revelation 
God's radiance grows vibrant with im
mediate personal meaning and power for 
His worshippers. As Paul puts it: "The 
same God who said 'let there be light' 
has caused His light to shine within us, 
to give the light of revelation-the reve
lation of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Clwist." (II Cor. 4:6, NEB). 

The Advent of our Lord brings all the 
possibilities of Divine radiance into tl1e 
problems, the ugliness, the brutalities of 
this, our mortal life. It is the radiance of 
reality. It signals the omnipotence of God 
in the realms of man's spirit, the omnip
otence and the immanence and the love. 

What a revelation! God says "let there 
be light" and there is light. 

I keep thinking of the old English 
carol: "God rest you merry, gentlemen; 
let nothing you dismay." At first thought, 
it seems utterly out of date. And yet, I 
wonder if it really is. That word Merry 
means, I tl1ink, in this setting, joyous, 
blithe, full of cheer. It epitomizes the 
longer phrase "tidings of comfort and 
joy"-the news of the birth of God's Son 
into the world of human turmoil. 

God knows-who could know better 
than our Fatl1er?-how much we need 
joy, a merry heart! In the happy certain
ty that His infinite wisdom does b·uly 
control in love tl1e forces of our troubled 
existence, it is not na'ive to sing the old 
song with its childlike confidence. There 
is solid basis in historical and individual 
experience for such simple, assured 
faith. 

Much depends upon wliere we put 
the emphasis. By seeing only clouds and 
darkness we doom ourselves to a dis
belief which negates the meaning of 
God's epiphany in Jesus. The emphasis, 
if true, must be on God. His radiance 
can light our lamps; it can illumine the 
world's despair. 

This is, however, a two-way propo
sition. We must look, in order to see. We 
need not be ovenvhelmed by the spiritual 
darkness, tl1e triviality, the practical athe
ism of our time, any more than under
standing Christians have been over
whelmed all tluough the many dark 

ages which have preceded our own. 
All this, however, does not mean that 

in blind faith we should stop reading the 
morning paper, or look away from the 
frightful struggles and injustices, hatreds, 
and uncertainties which crowd its murky 
columns. 

No ostrich matter, this! We dare not 
refuse to believe that there is darkness 
as well as light. 

Readers of the Wall Street Journal will 
recall a recent cartoon which shows an 
elegant but not too intelligent-looking 
dowager in a bookshop trying to decide 
which book on world affairs to choose. 
"Which one will make me feel better?" 
she beseeches the patient salesman. 
Christians are called to considered action 
in the face of evil, not to mere feelings 
or attitudes. 

Too often, in a time of trouble, men 
fail to think deeply or to remember deep
ly the lessons of the past. Too often our 
much-vaunted wisdom merely comes "off 
the top of our heads." 

Is it na'ive to remember our past, or 
to remember that "all the way the Lord 
has led us"? Must we be children cry
ing in the dark instead of adults glimp
sing the glory of God? Christmas is a 
time to ponder that question. In our an
swer lie tl1e issues of life and death for 
us and for the generation of which we 
are responsible Christian members. 

We shall find, I believe, as we pon
der, tlrnt Christ's salvation is compre
hensive. It imparts life to individuals, 
not for tl1emselves alone, but also for 
the sake of the society of which they 
are a part. Remember Isaiah: "My eyes 
have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts. 
. . . and I heard the word of the Lord, 
saying: 'Go and say to tl1is people.'" 

And remember Jeremiah: "The Lord 
said to me: Do not say 'I am only a 
youth' for to all to whom I shall send 
you, you shall go.'' And remember Paul, 
smitten, as he traveled tlrn public high
way, with a vision of the mighty Christ, 
as prelude to a life of service to others. 

There is deep meaning in the old story 
about a monk at prayer, overwhelmed 
by the glory of God, yet constrained to 
leave tlrnt vision in order that he might 
feed a hungry beggar at his gate. "Hadst 
tl10u stayed, I must have fled," the vision 
said. The vision of God must be the 
impulse to service. 

Light rises in the darl."Tiess through 
our Lord, born to our world in Bethle
hem. So, God rest us meny. It is tlrn call 
of God to bring hope to our brethren. 
His radiance is real. 
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Piet falls asleep with Bible on his face. Africans echo 
the traditional complaint: "When the Europeans came, 
they had the Bible and we had the land. Now we have 
the Bible and they have our land." 
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Christianity's mission to South Africa 
has been a schizoid experience. Thanks 
to one hundred and fifty years of zealous 
missionary work, seven Africans in every 
ten profess the Christian faith. Of the 
white citizens, ninety-four per cent are 
Christian. 

But such figures must be scrutinized. 
Probably nowhere on earth is Christian
ity so at odds with itself and pursued in 
so many contrasting ways. In the name 
of Christianity every kind of worship, 
from sixteenth-century Calvinism to neo
magical faith healing, is practiced. In 
the name of Christianity, apartheid is 
rationalized and defended. Likewise in 
its name, apartheid is condemned. 

From the start, Christianity in South 
Africa has stumbled over the color line. 
Long before Government apartheid 
came into force, missionaries dispatched 
from Europe and the United States were 
preaching separation within the church. 
In any mixed congregation, their ar
gument went, white members would con
trol all the positions of responsibility. 
The only way the new African Christian 
could fully express himself would be 
within an all-black congregation. For 
that reason, and others, segregation still 
flourishes in orthodox Christianity today, 
the degree depending on the denomina
tion and the individual church. 

The extreme position, and unfortu
nately a most influential one, is held by 
the Dutch Reformed Churches. The 
Dutch Church teaches apartheid as an 
integral part of Christianity. Its Golden 
Rule is that there is no equality between 
black and white in church or state. The 
early Boer settlers brought with them 
a Calvinist belief in predestination
that salvation cannot be earned by good 
works but is limited to the "elect" of God. 
They were the elect, and they thought 
of God not as a Spirit of Unity but as 
the Great Divider. Cut off from the waves 
of humanitarianism and liberalism that 
have so greatly influenced the rest of 
the Christian world in the past two 
centuries, the Boers developed their own 
theology. The Bible was their corner
stone and as they trekked into the lonely 
wilderness they came to see themselves, 
like the Patriarchs of the Old Testament, 
as the chosen people. The Old Testament 
told them that the dark-skinned people 
they encountered were inferior in the 
sight of God. Their view of predestina
tion convinced them that this inferiority 
was unchangeable. Thus the Boer held 
himself to be the protector of the pure 
faith, exercising a God-given right to 
rule. The black man is fit only and for
ever to be the biblical "hewer of wood 
and drawer of water." 

This is the Christian message which 
the prime minister, almost all the cabinet 
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officers, ninety-five per cent of the Na
tionalist majority in Parliament, and 
most of the Afrikaner population adhere 
to today. 

Not surprisingly, the Dutch Reformed 
Church maintains separate churches for 
the different races. But they are not 
alone. Net Vir Blankes is figuratively 
written on many a South African church 
door, not all of them Boer. Whatever de
nomination he joins, the African can 
expect discrimination in some form, 
though it may not be as bluntly put as 
in this story, which made the rounds 
in Johannesburg a few years ago: A 
white man arriving early at church one 
Sunday discovered a black man down 
on his knees in front of the altar. "What 
are you doing there?" the Afrikaner de
manded. "Just scrubbing the floor, baas," 
the black man replied. 

"All right," said the white man. "But 
God help you if I catch you praying." 

Besides segregation by congregation, 
"the African Christian must grapple with 
other problems that tend to confuse him 
and undermine his faith. Religion any
where is intermingled with a way of life. 
The white missionaries, no matter how 
high their purpose, could not help but 
impose their own Western background 
onto African converts whose traditions 
and culture were far different. To clear 
the way for Christianity the missionaries 
destroyed the culture they found with
out stopping to examine it. There must 
have been some good in the old tribal 
ways for them to have lasted as long 
as they did, but the missionaries decreed 
that everything African was "pagan." 
An African who heard the Christian mes
sage and wished to be saved had to give 
up-or at least appear to give up-his 
tribal traditions and customs. If the mis
sionary said the sight of bare-breasted, 
barelegged women was evil, so be it. 
Cover them up even though the sight 
had never bothered the African. 

In place of their old ways, Africans 
were instructed in the ways of a white 
God who ruled a world where all men 
are brothers, where love triumphed, and 
where the faithful were rewarded in 
the next world for their suffering in this 
one. Nineteenth-century English mission
aries spread the gospel that "everyone 
is equal in Christ" and agitated suc
cessfully for the abolition of slavery. This 
the Boers could not forgive and still have 
not forgiven. But for the Africans it was 
a consoling philosophy and it attracted 
them to the mission churches in great 
numbers. At its best, in fact, the Christian 
church has acted as a mellowing 
influence in African life. Whatever in
equalities exist in the harsh, everyday 
world, the African believed he would 
find shelter from them inside the church. 

HOUSE OF BONDAGE: 
The Consolation 
of Religion 

Tribal convert, mystified by matter of 
bureaucratic procedure, comes to "Fatlzer" 
for an explanation. 
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HOUSE OF BONDAGE: 
The Consolation 

I of Religion 

In children's ward, patients share a corner 
of the fioor with blankets scattered over 
them. New cases have their names written 
on adhesive tape stuck to their foreheads. 
Infant patients mttst often share a bed with 
two others, and spread of infectious diseases 
is a common problem. This child has been 
irtdged not "serious" enough to be given a 
bed. 

"(These are) 'city orphans,' little African 
boys who have left home to make their own 
way . ... There are so many of tliem that 
they are unremarkable, commonplace, a part 
of tlie landscape. Some are as young as 
seven, but most are ten or twelve. They drift 
through the streets in small packs, like rub
bish blown by a breeze. Their clothes are 
ragged, their bodies ttndernottrished, and 
their fiesh often damaged by bntises and 
sores. They eat what they can steal in qttick, 
darting passes at sidewalk prodrtce stands. 
And they beg from whites." 
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Perhaps the Africans expected too 
much. When their hopes were not ful
filled, resentment and disillusionment 
set in. Though the quantity of African 
conversion stayed high, the quality suf
fered. The proximity of large num hers of 
typical white Christians was probably 
as much to blame for this as anything. 
The Africans learned from white example 
that Christianity can be b·eated as little 
more than a religious social club, some
thing to join because it is somehow bet
ter to be inside the club than outside, 
but not something to affect one's every
day life deeply. 

Today's black Christian wonders why 
his church remains so quiet on the sub
ject of apartheid. Sunday preachers 
generalize about social justice, but they 
rarely bear down on the specific injustices 
their parishioners suffer day after day. 

The African is taught to love his 
brother and to pray for his enemy in
stead of fighting him. But he wonders 
who is his brother? Is it the white 
churchgoer? And is he being taught the 
same lesson? 

Because they cannot find satisfactory 
answers to questions like these, many 
Africans have grown cynical of Chris
tianity. 'Vhere, they ask, is it written that 
the African must take his oppression on 
his knees? Where is it written that the 
African cannot rise up against his op
pressors? Instead, the church tells the 
African not to break the laws of the 
state, no matter how unjust they are, and 
adds the insult of including a prayer for 
the detested Government in its services. 
"Religion," the educated African sneers, 
"is just the white man's way of taming 
you." And in increasing numbers he 
gives up churchgoing altogether. 

Many more Africans, especially the 
poor and the poorly educated, merely 
give up "white man's religion." They 
turn instead to other forms of worship 
which they find more gratifying. There 
are three categories of these: ( 1) the 
Ethiopian movement, ( 2) the Zionists, 
and ( 3) the return to ancestor worship. 

From almost the earliest days, Chris
tianity in South Africa has been splin
tered and fiercely competitive. One 
authority called it the most "overdenomi
nationalized" place on earth. At the 
height of the missionary era, fifty dif
ferent organizations were engaged in re
cruiting African members. By 1892 the 
African Christians themselves began to 
break off into independent churches. The 
main problem, even then, was color. The 
white mission clergy were slow to raise 
their convert to positions of authority. 
Those few whom they ordained into the 
clergy were often treated as mere 
"priest-boys." Inevitably, the "priest
boys" wanted their own churches and 

the fastest way to get one was to break 
with the mission authority and set up 
one's own congregation. These new, all
black, independent Christian churches 
were greatly influenced by the mission 
churches from which they sprang. But 
they refused allegiance to any European 
source of authority. Instead, they es
poused the Ethiopian line which, at its 
simplest, is Africa for the Africans. 

A few years later came a new and 
colorful offshoot of Christianity, called 
Zionism. African Zionism has no connec
tion with any modem Jewish movement. 
It is based on a Christian sect founded on 
the shores of Lake Michigan in 1896 by 
John Alexander Doxie. By 1904, mission
aries from Zion, Illinois, were carrying 
Doxie's teachings to a receptive African 
audience. Chief among its doctrines were 
divine healing, purification through im
mersion, and the nearness at hand of the 
Second Coming. 

As orthodox Christian influence has 
slipped, these independent and Zionist 
churches have multiplied. Today there 
are several thousand of them with a 
total membership in the millions. Each 
congregation revolves around a single 
strong leader. To the African, his church 
leader or "prophet" is many things. As 
a chief he represents the stability of the 
old tribal authority. As an independent 
minister he is a direct messenger of God. 
To some he is even divine. Zionist 
prophets in particular are believed by 
their followers to be invested by the 
Holy Spirit with a supernatural power to 
heal. How attractive this emphasis on 
healing is to the Africans cannot be 
overstated. Their search for good health 
is endless, and often you will hear this 
simple expression of faith: "I was ill. 
The Zionists prayed for me and now I 
am well." 

As a synthesis of the old ways and the 
new, Zionism offers the African many 
pluses. If a man is ill and the white man's 
medicine does not help him, he may go to 
see the unlicensed tribal doctor without 
offending his church. The services them
selves are loud and emotional, with a 
heavy dose of ritual. The congregation 
participates by shouting responses and 
singing hymns. Within his congregation 
the African can reestablish the feeling of 
community and common interest that he 
may have lost in the rootless and com
plex life of the cities. 

A Zionist baptism can be an exciting 
outing for all concerned. The candidate 
for baptism is escorted waist-deep into 
a river and held there by the prophet or 
one of his assistants. Before he is im
mersed, tl1e new member must make a 
public confession. He tells his sins and 
the man holding him repeats each one 
at the top of his lungs to the congrega-
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I HOUSE :OF BONDAGE: 
1 The Consolation 
! of Religion 

" 

"'Vhite lwmes are the crucible of racism in 
Soutli Africa. Here the races meet, face to 
face, as master and servant. But t111-

fo1tunately they do not mix. Nowhere is 
there more animosity than in the everyday 
relationships between household domestics 
and their employers. The Africans, for their 
part, are bitter over what they consider to be 
degrading treatment and poor pay. The 
whites are baffled when servants seem lazy, 
resentful, and ungrateful . ... The trouble 
usually is that the employer insists on treat
ing the African as a subhuman being, de
void of feelings." Living in her "kaua" out 
back, a servant must be on call six daus out 
of seven and seven nights out of seven. She 
lives a lonelu life apart from her familu. In 
wliite suburbs there are no recreation centers 
open to black servants. 
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tion gathered on the bank, listening in
tently. Confession and immersion are be
lieved to cleanse and purify the candi
date, and he is warned that if he docs 
not tell all, he will surely drown. Oc
casionally, someone does drown during 
the ceremony and no one tries to help 
him. It is considered an act of God. 

'Vhere splintering once meant the 
breaking away of black preachers from 
white-run mission churches, it now takes 
the form of young blacks breaking off 
from established black churches. A 
gifted, ambitious young African who, be
cause of his color, can't hope to reach 
the top in government or business can 
exercise his drive for leadership by form
ing his own church. Little formal educa
tion or preparation is necessary. In the 
separatist churches "good character" is 
deemed a requisite for a minister. Zion
ist prophets are expected to have "divine 
inspiration" as well. 

The competition for primacy is strong. 
Sometimes the aged head of a Rock has 
only a meager education and can read 
little more than his Bible. A bright young 
man in his congregation, more enlight
ened and perhaps better educated, even 
in African terms, may begin to interest 
people with ideas of his own. Eventually 
either the old leader or the new one 
must leave and begin anew. Sometimes a 
new leader will start with only his wife 
and two or three others in his Rock. The 
growth of the sect will depend on his 
own dynamism. One Zionist leader has 
built a following of 150,000 followers. 

The leaders of very small sects usually 
must have other jobs to get by. They 
may work in offices on weekdays as mes
senger boys or cleaning boys. But in 
most congregations the faithful contri
bute openhandedly to their leader's sup
port. In fact, the members take com
petitive pride in the worldly p_ossessions 
of their clergy. ':I;his contrasts sharply 
with the African's view of the orthodox 
Christian churches as money-grubbers. 
Many blacks have come to regard mission 
Christianity as a comll).ercial enterprise 
first, a soul-saver second. The complaint 
is heard in the townships that "the 
Church won't do anything for you, won't 
even bury your dead, unless you are up 
to date in your dues." The white clergy
man is regarded like the tax collector, 
as someone who shows up once a quar
ter to give out communion and rake in 
the collection. Then he goes away. 

Probably because they are glad to see 
at least one of their own kind get ahead, 
the faithful take vicarious satisfaction in 
the opulent living practiced by the more 
notorious black clergy. A prime example 
is Edward Lekganyane, a self-styled 
Zionist bishop, called "King" by his fol
lowers, who have built a Mecca for his 

Rock at !vloria City in the northern Trans
vaal. Three times each year they c;ome, 
by the tens of thousands, on regular pil
grimage. For three days they dance, 
sing, eat, pray, and pay subscription 
money as homage to the "King." Lek
ganyane controls all the money himself. 
A millionaire by now, he delights his 
followers by showing off his motorized 
royal caravan of some fifteen luxury auto
mobiles. Among them is a huge touring 
bus, a "house on wheels," which has 
several bedrooms, showers, a completely 
equipped kitchen, a speaking platform, 
and a built-in garage in which a minicar 
can ride piggyback. When he appears in 
public, the "King" sports two diamond 
rings, five fountain pens, and a gold
threaded tie wom over a stomach that 
plainly has never known a hungry day. 

Before Christianity came to Africa, 
people believed that the spirits of their 
ancestors controlled their daily lives. 
The departed ancestors were arrayed 
around him, much as the saints of Chris
tianity are believed to be arrayed in the 
heavenly court. If a person looked after 
his ancestors well, respected them, 
prayed to them, and occasionally sacri
ficed a goat to them, it was believed that 
they would look favorably upon the liv
ing and protect them. But if the ances
tors were neglected or displeased, then 
illness, misfortune, and even death would 
visit the kraal (tribal village). ·when 
this happened, new sacrifices had to be 
made to restore health and happiness. 

All this has more than historical in
terest because many thousands of South 
Africans still worship their ancestors in 
the old way. Thousands more, though 
they profess some form of Christianity, 
retain their belief in the power of the 
departed ones and turn to them, par
ticularly in times of stress. 

Ancestors are thought to reveal their 
displeasure through illness, drought, 
fever, bad luck, and a hundred other mis
fortunes of daily life. To overcome these 
negations and bask once again in the 
benign favor of the spirits, an affiicted 
person may consult any of several kinds 
of medicine man. The temptation is to 
call these practitioners witch doctors, 
but they object strenuously to this, in
sisting that their role is to heal, not 
bewitch. vVitchcraft and sorcery are 
black magic. 

First of three general categories of 
medicine man is that of Rainmaker, 
a function that always has been con
sidered vital in rural Africa's crop-and
cattle economy, which is perpetually en
dangered by a shortage of rainfall. 
Second is the Herbalist, a sort of general 
practitioner who handles routine dis
turbances, such as contention in a fam
ily, money worries, and minor illness-
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including what white hospitals call 
"Kaffir poison," a physical and psycho
logical malaise that resists Western-style 
treatment. The Herbalist's art is heredi
tary and accomplishes its cures through 
herbs, roots, and other primitive, natural 
medicines. 

If the bones indicate that the patient 
suffers a tormented spirit, such as West
ern medicine might diagnose as requir
ing psychiatric treatment, the case is be
yond the Herbalist's competence and he 
passes it on to the third and most potent 
category, the diviner. 

The most powerful revelation of an
cestral spirits takes place in the initiation 
of a new diviner. The ceremony is a spec
tacular combination of magic and re
ligion. I photographed one initiation in 
the backyard of a diviner's house in 
:tvlamelodi township. The candidate was 
a girl in her late teens who had turned 
up at the diviner's house one day three 
months earlier, showing symptoms of 
mental illness. Since then she had lived 
with the diviner, an obese old woman 
with a big following in the township. The 
girl had prepared herself for initiation by 
undergoing a daily purification rite that 
featured ablution in a nearby river and 
self-induced vomiting. Now she was 
deemed ready. 

The initiation began with sacrifice of 
a goat to the ancestors. This alone was 
almost more than I could stomach. The 
girl went to her knees and drank blood 
escaping from the goat's freshly slit 
throat. She vomited, then launched into 
a wild demonstration of singing and 
dancing, punctuated by more vomiting. 

During an intermission, while the 
girl rested inside the house, the old 
diviner challenged me to test the powers 
of her novitiate. The bladder of the 
butchered goat had been tied to a stick, 
and I dispatched my cousin, who had 
come with me, to hide the thing. When 
the second stage began the girl worked 
herself into a trance. While on her knees 
in the dust she began to describe aloud 
the roundabout route taken by my 
cousin, tracing him right to the backyard, 
about a mile away, where even then he 
was hiding the bladder in a tree, as I 
had instructed him. Urged on by the 
diviner, the girl got up, went to the dis
tant yard, and fetched the stick and blad
der in her hands. The crowd watching 
the ceremony greeted her triumphant re
turn with joy. There was cheering and 
congratulations all around. For my part, 
it seemed an authentic divination. I 
could swear that no one had followed my 
cousin and tipped the girl off. But more 
importantly-and the reason the on
lookers were so happy-the girl had suc
cessfully passed her initiation, which 
meant that through possession she was 
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at peace with her ancestors and would 
henceforth be able to heal others. 

One branch of Christianity that con
tinues to make substantial numerical 
gains in South Africa is the Roman 
Catholic Church. The Catholics push 
hard on a grass-roots recruiting program. 
The priest in my own township increased 
his congregation from two thousand to 
six thousand in about five years. 

One reason for the Catholics' success 
is that they preach nonracialism. Al
though many white Catholic laymen are 
among the most conservative in the com
munity, Africans are welcome in the 
city cathedrals and some also attend 
mixed parish churches. The old Catholic 
reputation for conducting good schools 
still earns it new members, as well. 
African parents are desperate to get the 
quality education for their children that 
the parochial schools offer. In most 
cases, the children enrolled in these 
schools turn Catholic, if they were not 

::already. This often sets up a conflict at 
home, since kids are taught tlrnt the 
tribal ways of their non-Catholic parents 
are "pagan." 

Still other converts are Protestants who 
have quit their churches for various 
reasons. The criticism most often heard is 
that the Protestant missions are interest
ed only in collecting money. 

The Catholics have their own prob
lems, however. Their schools and semi
naries have always been segregated. Un
til recent years, most orders of priests and 
nuns were closed to Africans. It is also 
said that Catholic hospitals and schools 
are directed primarily at serving the 
well-to-do white communities, where the 
students and patients-Catholic or not 
-can afford the stiff tuition costs and 
room fees. 

Catholicism tries to get its converts 
to observe the laws of the Church strict
ly in their daily life, and to cut off en
tirely from familiar and lifelong customs 
and beliefs. But many of the converts 
are uneducated people who are attracted 
by the trappings of the new religion and 
follow it blindly-for a while. They join 
easily and as easily drift away. Try as he 
might, the priest doesn't really get 
through to them. While the church con
centrates on preparing souls for heaven, 
the African has difficulty looking beyond 
his next meal. When his child is sick or he 
feels so oppressed that he is sure his 
enemies have put a curse on him, it is to 
the medicine man that he goes. 

At the township level I have observed 
a number of young priests and ministers 
who realize that the Christian church 
must roll up its cassock sleeves and work 
to improve the lot of the people in this 
life, as well as the next, in the earthly 
houses of God as well as in heaven. 

HOUSE OF BONDAGE: 
The Consolation 
of Religion 

These boys were caught trespassing in a 
white area. "When I say that people can be 
fired or arrested or abused or whipped or 
banished for trifles, I am not describing the 
exceptional case for tlie sake of being in
flammatory. What I say is true--and most 
white South Africans would acknowledge it 
freely. They do not pretend these things are 
not happening. The essential cruelty of tlie 
situation is not that all blacks are virtuous 
and all whites villainous, but that the whites 
are conditioned not to see anything wrong in 
the in;ustices they impose on their black 
neighbors. The cold impersonality and 
righteousness of white supremacy are what 
make life in South Africa monstrous, and the 
ordinary standards of ;udging people's 
worth irrelevant." 
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Inchon is Korea's Pittsburgh. Over 
one thousand factories produce 
steel, machines, railroad cars, glass, 
plywood, electrical equipment, tex
tiles, and chemicals. Inchon was 
the site of the first Western trad
ing and business companies in 
Korea. The nation's first railroad 
connected Inchon and Seoul. 

Here exists the familiar pattern 
of the alienation of the church 
from the lives of people in indus
try. There is an absence of workers 
in the churches, an apparent lack 
of concern on the part of the 
church, an insignificant witness of 
the Christian workers, and large 
numbers of former church-goers 
who now have nothing to do with 
the church. 

The Inchon Industrial Evangelism 
Committee was organized six years 
ago to meet these problems and 
attempt some kind of witness to 
the reconciling power of God in 
the lives of the workers. From the 
start it was clear that the ministry 
had to be on the workers' grounds, 
and not on those of the church. 

The work of Inchon Industrial 
Evangelism has now many foci, in
cluding union leadership training, 
laboring ministers, discussion 
groups, and noon-hour worship 
services. There is a "Nehemiah 
Club" to provide fellowship for 
Christian workers (two hundred 
members), and a "Coupling Club" 
which believes that the Gospel 
couples concern for society and 
concern for individual workers 
(they call it "the tie of Lord-1-
Thou"). There are lectures and dis
cussions on the Bible and Christian 
thought, practical ways of indus
trial evangelism, economy, indus
try, and labor union action. Meet
ings of the Coupling Club close 
with Holy Communion. 

What it is like to be a Korean 
laboring minister is told here by 
Reverend Cho Wha Soon, a young 
woman minister. This is no usual 
"success" story in Christian mis
sion. Like industrial evangelism it
self, the story is open-ended, even 
dangling, and lacking a conclusion. 
For this, too, is part of the uncer
tainty and struggle of an industrial 
Mission. 
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INCHON: 
MISSION 
IN INDUSTRY 
BY CHO WHA SOON 

New things are required in the new 
Korea. Industrial mission is one of these 
new demands, but I learned on the 
first day in the plant that it is not a 
demand easily met. 

I had enjoyed the life of a rural pas
tor. My parishioners were poor but 
they always took good care of me and 
'treated me with respect. When I went 
to the company's personnel office the 
first day, it was far from the treatment 
I was used to. No one gave any friendly 
greeting and I heard no one say they 
were glad to see me. The man in charge 
bluntly told me to sit down and wait. 
I waited. For two hours I waited while 
he went about his business pretending 
I wasn't there. I will never forget the 
sense of outrage and humiliation I felt 
sitting there waiting for that man. After 
he could put it off no longer, he came 
over and said, "Sorry. Come with me." 
'Ve went to a room where work clothes 
are given out. I was handed an outfit. 
I put it on. It was the exact color and 
style of the uniforms worn by women 
in the local prison. Jesus laid aside his 
position as a Son to become one of 
us. A new appreciation for the Lord 
was born in me right then. 

I was led into the kitchen. "\~There 
did you come from? Get over here and 
get to work." Those were the words of 
greetings that came my direction. I had 
taught others, had entertained impor
tant people, and had been shown re
spect by grandmothers and old men. 
The kitchen woman who yelled her or
ders at me was about the same age as 
myself. I was flushed and hot with 
anger. This was not the church. It 
seemed like I had been thrown into a 

world where the survival of the fittest 
still held and where one struggled to get 
an advantage over everyone else. And 
I was there to witness to Christ! My 
heart dropped and all my courage evap
orated. 

I came to learn after a few months, 
however, that these were not the evil 
people I first thought. I can understand 
now and sympathize with them, but 
it took many hours of hard labor, a lot 
of humiliation at the hands of my "su
periors" and much prayer before I could 
appreciate my fellow workers. In the 
process my own calling to be of service 
to them became clarified. Their needs 
which place a demand on me are many. 

Perhaps the greatest of the pressures 
that textile girls have to endure is that 
of hard, unrelenting monotony. If no one 
is looking, they slack off. If the foreman 
is handy, they pretend to be working 
diligently. The loss to company and girls 

The Rev. Cho Wha Soon 
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I 
I :Right) There is a pattem of the alienation 
1 'Jf the ch11rch from the lives of people in 
I i11d11stry. 

' alike is obvious. There is no joy, no 
' sense of accomplishment. Can there be 
any joy under such conditions? 

The girls will do most anything to get 
' even a brief respite from the factory 
! monotony. The advances of men find a 
: ready reception. All too often the few 

dollars the girls earn are squandered on 
: men who have no love or pity for them. 
i One young girl took her meager earn

ings and helped her boy friend through 
' college. For four years she lived on 

practically nothing. Upon graduation he 
' decided he was above a mere textile 
l worker, and took a higher class girl 
' friend. He refused to see the girl who 

!1 had put him through school. In despair 

'

'·!. she took poison, laid down in front of 
his gate and died. 

Another girl fell in love. The home 
she came from was ve1y poor, but after 
she met this man, all her time and money 
went to him. She even went into debt 

' to help him pay off a debt he had. As 
soon as his debt was paid, the man 
left and has not been heard from since. 
The girl now holds the debt. Such in
stances are not uncommon and they 
strike a note of despair in the lives of 
these girls, but still they clutch at each 
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suggestion of love. 
Is there anything we can do to help 

the girls break the monotony and de
pression of their facto1y lives? On their 
own initiative many of the girls have 
formed circles for companionship and 
have asked me to be a leader for them. 
As they have time, we meet and talk and 
sing. They are interested in flower ar
rangements, embroidering, housekeep
ing, movies and so on. \Ve pool our re
sources and work together as time and 
money allow. Probably the most im
portant part of our get-togethers is the 
opportunity it gives them for free dis
cussion of their problems and their 
hopes. 

There is a disinterest in matters re
lating to the church. Quite a few of the 
girls had been churchgoers back in 
the village before they came to the mill, 
but now they neither have time nor the 
inclination to go to church. To make 
matters worse, the girls who do go out to 
church hold apa1t and seem to consider 
themselves superior to the other girls. 
This, of course, does not recommend 
the church to the non-Christians. 

When I first went into the mill as a 
worker, no one knew I was a minis.ter. 

I was accepted along with eve1yone 
else. As soon as it became known what 
I was, an embarrassment and awkward
ness arose in their attitude toward me. 
After several months of working to
gether, this was overcome to some de
gree. But even now if we have a meet
ing in a church, no one shows up. 
If it is in our industrial evangelism of
fice, we get :· a good turnout. This is a 
serious challenge to minister and church. 
They are awbvard in front of the minis
ter and will not come to church. The 
worker is estranged from the church 
and minister, and the minister and 
church are embarrassed in front of the 
worker and have nothing to say. 

We must see that we are the ones 
who are estranged and be able to be 
with them in their interests and under
stand their emotions before we can ex
pect them to have any concern about 
the church. This is the challenge and 
demand that these young girls put on 
me and the church which I represent. 

(Below) The Reo. Cho \Vlw Soon leads a 
disc11ssio11 gro11p with girls from the factory 
on their ho11r off. 
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A visit to tlie Society of 
Brotliers of Rifton, New York 

~~we live in 
COllllll unity'' 
By Sam Tamashiro 

The premature death of the highly publicized hippie movement of 1967 and its 
communal style of living has been blamed variously on the mass media, the 
commercialization of the movement, racism, the hippies' preoccupation with 
money, and its lack of a unifying philosophy. 

Fully aware of man's deep longing for dynamic communal living, Eberhard 
Arnold, the founder of the Society of Brothers, warned almost 50 years ago that 
any form of communal living that solely trusts "again and again in the goodness 
that is actually in men in spite of all adversities, are bound to break to pieces 
against the reality of evil." 

What gives weight to the words of Arnold is the fact that the community he 
started in Sannerz, Germany in 1920, as a reaction to the "disillusionment and 
destruction of the war spirit with its loyalty to the Fatherland above God and 
conscience," is thriving as three different communities in the United States. 

Even in the flush of excitement in starting a new community based on "faith 
in God," Arnold was able to look reality in the eye. "In a common life given this 
way," he explained, "there can be no seeking for idyllic human socialability or 
leisurely comfort. No kind of satisfaction of romantic desire, or of egotistical long
ing for personal happiness can be found here. On the contrary, this way of un
conditional will to love, of God's will for community, leads us straight into the 
reality of work and its fight for existence, into the reality of all the difficulties of 
human character. It is a way of deadly danger and of hardest suffering. Yet 
just this is our deepest joy that we see clearly this tragedy of life, this tremendous 
tension between life and death, this situation between heaven and hell, and in 
spite of it all, believe in the overwhelming power of light, in love's power to 
overcome, in the triumph of truth, because we believe in God." 

Eberhard Arnold died on November 22, 1935, just as the shadow of Nazism 
was darkening the land. When the Nazis tried to plant a teacher in the community 
school the children and all the draft-age men took an extended "vacation" in 
Lichenstein. But on April 14, 1937, the Nazis ordered the complete dissolution of 
the community. However, for some une}..-plainable reason the regime permitted 
the entire community to migrate and join a branch community in England. When 
England entered the war, half of the community members being Germans, were 
then faced with internment or expulsion from the country. 

The decision of the Society of Brothers was predictable: they would migrate 
just to be together as a community. However, the only country that offered im
mediate asylum was Paraguay. The community settled in an undeveloped area in 
Paraguay and suffered "unbelievable obstacles" but were grateful to be "alive 
and together." 

In 1954, the Society of Brothers moved for the third time and came to the ·united 
States, settling in Rifton, New York. Three years later, a second community was 
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"Ei;ery child is an idea of God. We cannot and should not try to shape a child according to 
our own intentions. This would be no tnte service to the child." After working all day i11 
offices or at the factory, fathers pick up their children from the "baby hollse" or the com11Ht-
11ity nursery. 
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organized in Fannington, Pennsylvania, 
followed by a third community in Nor
folk, Connecticut in 1959. Today the total 
membership of the three communities is 
about 800 members. 

The principal income of the Society of 
Brothers comes from the design, manu
facture, and sale of children's play equip
ment under the trade name of "Com
munity Playthings." 

"We do not feel that any one pattern 
for daily life is the answer, or any form 
of system that is imposed from without. 
We do believe in a life of Christian 
brotherhood which results from an inner 
change of heart. We realize that our life 
is different and strange to a newcomer, 
provoking many questions. The outer 
order that we term 'church-community' 
has gradually evolved from our inward 
desire to follow Jesus completely and in 
every aspect of our lives." The para
graph above is taken from "The Story 
Behind Community Playthings" which 
occupies two pages in their catalog for 
"Community Playthings." 

For those who like to pigeonhole the 
Society of Brothers as a religious group, 
the Society points to the early church of 
the first century; the Montanists of the 
second century; the \i\laldensians; the 
itinerant community of Francis of Assisi; 
the Bohemian and Moravian Brethren; 
the Brothers of the Common Life; "but 
especially in the ethically pure, original 
Anabaptists of the 16th century, in their 
brotherly community, their conscientious 
objection to war, in their work as farmers 
and artisans in the Bruderhof communi
ties. Also as they appeared in another 
form among the Quakers; and in the 17th 
and 18th centuries among the Labadists; 
in the Moravian Church of Zinzendorf; 
and in other Christian communities of 
many different names." 

(Upper right): Emmy Arnold, 83, widow of 
the founder of the Society of Brot1iers, says 
that the "community is a miracle. People 
cannot remain together for the sake of tra
ditions. Fellowship must be given again and 
again as a new birth." (Upper left): Hardy 
Arnold, one of three sons of Eberhard and 
Emmy Arnold, works at the archives, trans
lating the writings of his father and others. 
(Lower right): Workers in the community 
kitchen bake the season's first squash grown 
by the community. 
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Hardy Arnold Mrs. 6mmy Arnold 
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The Society of Brothers }Jllblishes a line of 
16 religiolls books as "The Plollgh Pllblish
i11g House." The printing is done at the 
Farmington community while the editorial, 
bindery, and sales operations are centered at 
Riffon. However, the principal income is 
derived from the manttfacture and sale of 
children's play equipment tmder the trade 
name of "Commttnity Playthings." Each 
commttnity lws a complete factory bllt sales 
and sl1ipment of the play equipment are 
made throttgh the Rifton community. 
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"we live in community" 
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"we live in community" 
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Parents in the community place a great 
stress on nurturing the childlike qualities of 
their children as long as they can. "Our chil
dren believe in fairies and goblins longer 
than other children," says one of the parents. 
When the children finish the eighth grade, 
parents and students face a new challenge: 
highsclroolers leave the community each day 
to attend a "secular" high school in Kingston. 
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A still greater challenge comes when the 
young people finish liigh school. Parents en
courage young people to leave the commu
nity for a while so they can have a new 
perspective of the community. "iYhen this 
happens, we are as apprehensive as any 
other parent would be," says one of the par
ents who now has a son and da11gl1ter in 
college. 
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"Although the family is the important unit 
in the commtmity, each family belongs vri
marily to the whole clwrch-community." 
Each family has breaJ..'"fast each day but only 
two dinners together on 'Vednesday and 
Sunday niglits. The ma;ority of meals are 
eaten at the community dining hall. (Lower 
left): A mother and daughter returning to 
their apartment after getting the food from 
the commissary for their '~'ednesday night 
family supper. (Right): Frequently after a 
communal meal various vro;ects are an
nounced. This time it was a "bean woject." 
The whole community remained to "string"' 
green beans grown and picked by the chil
dren. 
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ADVENT SEASON 
By Jane Merchant 

The earth is stripped now of the year's excess 
Of flower and leaf, swept clean by wind and rain. 
And fields and trees in simple barrenness 
Wait, unadorned and humble, richly plain. 

So may my heart be stripped and undefiled 
By clinging joys and sorrows, worn and dim, 
That when the Saviour, like a little child, 
Seeks lodging place, there may be room for Him. 

THE UPWARD LOOK 
By Grace V. Watkins 

The shepherds looking upward through 
The country darkness wide and blue, 
Heard angel anthems, glorious, bright 
With golden syllables of light. 

The Wise Men looked above the sweep 
Of wilderness when night was deep 
And journeying on and on, star-led, 
Came to the Christ Child's lowly bed. 

Let us look up in selfless love, 
And angel choirs will sing above. 
And in our hearts' wide Christmas sky 
The beckoning star will gleam on high. 

I' 
I' 
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FOLLOW THE STAR 
By Helen G. Jefferson 

Where is the road to Bethlehem? 
Follow the star. Follow the star. 
It led the Wise Men. Go with them. 
It is not far. It is not far. 

What are the gifts that I should bring? 
A gift of gold. A gift of gold, 
And all the love for the infant King 
A heart can hold, a heart can hold. 

Shall I bring frankincense to Him? 
He is your Lord. He is your lord. 
Sing praises with the seraphim 
To the Adored, to the Adored. 

Shall I gioe myrrh to a baby Boy? 
He will know grief. He will know grief. 
But sacrifice will bloom with joy 
Beyond belief, beyond belief. 

HGLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO!" 
By W.W. Reid 

"Gloria in excelsis Deo!" 
Shepherds heard the angels sing. 

"Peace on Earth, to men God's favor, 
Joyful news of good we bring: 

Lo, the long-sought Christ, the Savior, 
Born this night of David's line, 

Comes all people to deliver, 
Comes to live by Love's design." 

"Gloria in excelsis Deo!" 
Cry the prophet, saint, and sage, 

Multitudes who praise the Christ-Child, 
God's Good News to every age. 

Dreary, hopeless all life's struggles 
Were God's Word denied to Earth; 

Joy and purpose came to bless us 
At the Savior's wondrous birth. 

"Gloria in excelsis Deo!" 
Let the nations sound God's praise, 

For his Son, our Prince and Savior, 
Sing their sweet triumphant lays: 

For he comes to bear Earth's sorrows, 
Light a path where men now grope, 

Show to all God's love and purpose, 
Heal their pain, restore their hope. 
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how should we 
respond 

to international 
students? 

BY MARGARET SWIFT 

The Djrector of the Methodist Crusade 
Scholarships takes a thoughtful 

look at the program and its emphases 

Educational exchange, referring spe
cifically here to international persons 
coming to the United States for study, 
has been in process for more than twen
ty-five years. It began with a back
ground of relief and rehabilitation to 
provide opportunities to displaced per
sons from war-torn areas. It has now 
become an instrument of economic and 
social progress, a tool in manpower 
training and a means for nation build
ing. 

In trying to understand the position 
of the Immigration authorities con
cerning students, we found it revealing 
to be told that these authorities place 
less pressure on the student group in 
the maintaining of up-to-date docu
ments, departures, and so on, than it 
places on any other non-immigrant 
group in the United States. Presumably, 
this attitude is assured because of 
training opportunities, and because of 
the strong effect on foreign relations. 

There is a continuing steady growth 
in educational exchange. Open Doors, 
1967, an annual report of the Institute of 
International Education, states that the 
1967 total of international students is 
the highest on record-100,262 in the 
United States. These students represent 
172 countries and territories. Among 
this student group are our own selected 
Crusade Scholars; and a few internation
al persons receiving some aid from other 
Methodist sources. The Crusade 
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Scholars program was begun in 1944; 
it is sponsored by the Board of Mis
sions, the Board of Education, and the 
Commission on Promotion and Culti
vation of The Methodist Church. 

Thousands of students have been 
church-related in their home countries. 
But other thousands come with no pre
vious contacts with church groups. How 
should we respond to these international 
persons who live among us for a while? 

The 1967 Crusade Scholars 
The Methodist Church is sponsoring 

100 students from 26 counh·ies in a 
program for national and international 
persons during the 1967-68 academic 
year. This year's group includes 62 
persons who are studying in the United 
States and Puerto Rico; 14 who are do
ing graduate study in 11 countries over
seas; and 24 in an African undergradu
ate training program in Africa. 

Trends in the Crusade program are 
to consider other countries than the 
United States for training placement, and 
to encourage maximum training in one's 
own countiy prior to study abroad. 

Although the Crusade program tra
ditionally has been for graduate studies, 
exceptions have been made to provide 
undergraduate training for Africans in 
African universities. 

In African Institutions · 
Political turmoil in some African 

countries has kept alive the issue of un
dergraduate training for Africans to be 
taken abroad rather than in Africa. 

There are universities in African coun
tries needing support and qualified 
students. How do we use American re
sources to strengthen African universi
ties? Do we help them, or do we hin
der their growth by taking choice 
students away, often for long periods, 
and often into a too-alien cultural 
situation? 

The Uprooted Person 
What happens to a personal life, if 

because of a political situation, a person · 
leaves his country for educational train
ing, and then becomes a political 
refugee? What happens to a person who 
is uprooted from his home, and placed 
in a refugee status? Is his training worth 
the effects upon his personality and his 
life values? These are questions which 
ought to be faced critically and mature
ly. 

The Vested Interests 
The Crusade program continually 

tries to strengthen the process of selec
tion of students, which, necessarily, be
gins in the home countries. Local 
scholarship committees suffer the same 
human weaknesses of "vested interests" 
as many Americans display toward in
ternational people who arrive in the 
United States. TI1ese vested interests are 
our worst enemies! 

The main aim of educational exchange 
has been to develop man power-which 
we sometimes call leadership-for de
veloping areas of the world in the eco
nomic, social, and religious spheres of 
interest. Our own government has a 
massive foreign aid program in per
sonnel and funds for this purpose. Our 
universities often have waived academic 
standards, and have been a major source 
of financial aid to give educational op
portunities to international persons. 
Agencies, foundations, and individuals 
have wanted also to share in this global 
task of nation-building and educational 
development. 

But, paradoxically, our mvn vested 
interests have blinded us to this main 
aim of educational exchange. The rich 
nations have given and have taken away. 
Here are some examples of the drain of 
human resources to maintain our own 
ailluent style of life: 

In 1965 the Immigration law was re
laxed to offer incentives for highly 
trained scientists and medical person
nel to remain in the United States; 

The newspaper reported recently that 
Mayor Lindsay of New York City would 
intensify a publicity campaign to recruit 
non-United States nurses for New York 
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It was reported, too, that Pan-Ameri
can Airlines would step up recruitment 
of foreign personnel to serve on the air
lines; 

Universities are filling faculty posi
tions with an increasing number of in
ternational persons; 

Bishops, and district superintendents 
in the United States are filling some 
vacancies with international persons 
trained to serve in home countries. 

Vast sums of United States tax funds, 
as well as church contributions, are go
ing to foreign aid and mission programs. 
Yet, in our own selfish way, to maintain 
our own style of life, we are draining 
away the very human resources that are 
so desperately needed in developing 
countries. We accept the short view of 
"gain" for the present, but are unwilling 
to see the devastating effects on progress 
for developing countries. 

We send a medical missiona1y to 
Korea. But we "close our eyes" to in
centives which may hold in the United 
States a highly trained Korean doctor 
who natively is equipped to do an ex
cellent job in his own culture. In fact 
some persons become highly emotional 
when even the idea of firmness is sug
gested for the return of the Korean 
doctor to his native land. 

Can we imagine what would happen 
in India-or the Philippines, or Korea, 
or other countries-if their highly 
trained nationals who have stayed in this 
country would all return to give their 
services to their own countries? What a 
missionary force that would be! 

The Crusade Scholarship Committee 
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Crnsade scholars at Scarritt College, Smait 
K. Dass of Pakistan and Michiko F11iioka of 
Japan. Mr. Smart is majoring in Cliri.stian 
education and Miss Fuiioka in social work. 

is committed toward using all effort to 
return international persons to their 
home countries for service after their 
academic programs have been com
pleted. The Crusade program has main
tained a high percentage on returns, and 
the vast majority of former Crusade 
scholars are giving outstanding service 
in all fields of endeavor. They are par
ticipating in national, international, and 
ecumenical conferences in church life 
around the world today. 

Controversial Academic Levels 
Always controversial is the issue of 

whether or not undergraduate study 
should be taken at home. At what level 
should study abroad be suggested? For 
the sponsored student, both government 
and private agencies are recommending 
that undergraduate studies be taken in 
his home country. Costs, cultural ad
justments, length of stay in other coun
tries, all these are factors in the under
graduate position. 

The American Undergraduate College 
The American undergraduate college 

is affected more directly by these factors. 
The colleges want international persons 
on the campus, both as an advantage to 
the international student and to the 
American student. 

But, unless there is more of a totality 
in responsibility (to know that housing, 
food, clothing, and medical care are 
guaranteed by some source, rather than 
just offering a tuition scholarship to en
tice the international person to the 
United States), this may be too much of 
a "vested interest" on the pait of the 

colleges. Too often college authorities, 
although they readily open doors for the 
entrance of international students to the 
United States, feel no sense of responsi
bility toward what happens after the 
student's undergraduate days, in the 
fields of support, motivation for study, 
and commitment to home country. 

The Merging Programs 
The anticipated church merger of 

The Evangelical United Brethren 
Church and The i\fothodist Church in 
1968 will bring together two programs 
of educational development for inter
national students. (The Methodist 
Crusade program includes, also, pro
grams for U. S. nationals from minority 
groups.) 

The Overseas Student Scholarship 
program of the E. U. B. Church, al
though it is a smaller program than the 
Crusade program, will bring new ap
proaches in policy-making 

A study committee is at present look
ing at this program for educational de
velopment. Emphases seem directed 
toward: continuation of strong graduate 
program for U. S. nationals and inter
national students; African undergraduate 
training program, mainly to be in African 
countries; short courses or observational 
tours for selected persons. 

The shift may be away from just a 
strnctured academic program, to attempt 
to meet other needs of a short term or 
non-academic nature. However, the 
future program will certainly retain its 
strong emphasis on graduate-level study. 

Suggestions About 
Educational Exchange 

'Ve would suggest: Before involve
ment with an international student, get 
in touch with his sponsor. Every inter
national student has guaranteed to the 
United States immigration authorities 
either a sponsor or full personal financial 
responsibility. It is a courtesy to the 
sponsor, as well as his responsibility and 
yours, that you be in touch. 

Extend home and church hospitalities 
to international persons in your commu
nities, but do not "sell" such hospitality 
with financial aid promises. 

If your church wants to participate in 
the support of educational exchange, 
consult the sources dealing with such 
exchange, for counsel. Do not move 
blindly into an individual project. 

Place the needs of developing nations 
above the vested interests of your own 
"world." Most countries need their 
trained citizens for nation-building tasks. 
Encourage the international person to 
sense the needs in his own country. 
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' 'WHEN 
DID WE SEE 

THEE?'' 

Christians alone straddle the whole 
spectrum of rich nations, and therefore 
Christians can be a lobby of tremen
dous importance. When we come before 
our heavenly Father, and He says, 
"Did you feed them, did you give them 
to drink, did you clothe them, did you 
shelter them?" and we say, "Sorry, 
Lord, but we did give them 0.3 of our 
gross national product," I don't think it 
will be enough. 

-BARBARA WARD 
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"Lord, when did we see Thee a stranger and welcome Thee? ... " 
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" ... or naked and clothe Thee?" 
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" ... or thirsty and give Thee drink?" 
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THE 
ADVANTAGED WOMEN 
AND THE 
DISADVANTAGED 

By Virginia Davis Laskey 

The President of the Woman's Division, 
1\iJ.ethodist Board of Missions, 
examines the role of 
women in today's world 

In Crete 
Among the one hundred-member of

ficial delegates coming from Protestant, 
Anglican, and Orthodox churches from 
all over the world, to attend a meeting 
of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches, there were only 
five elected women. 

This body is largely composed of ec
clesiastical elite, bishops and clergy, and 
a few laymen. There is one woman each 
from England, Australia, and Sarawak; 
and two from the United States. 

These women serve with distinction, 
making valuable contributions to the 
meetings; and they are placed upon im
portant committees. 

Heraklion, the capital of the ancient 
island of Crete, was the scene for this 
meeting. Archaeological ruins of the 
Minoan civilization, as well as the ruins 
of early Christian churches, were of 
great interest. 

Much of the time of this Committee 
was taken up by planning for the pro
gram of the General Assembly that is to 
meet in Uppsala, Sweden, in July, 19G8. 
Six subjects were chosen for the discus
sion groups: 
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Unity, mission of the church, role of 
the church in economic and social 
change, international affairs, worship 
and liturgy, and style of life for modem 
man. 

I feel that the World Council is be
coming a real force, and is beginning to 
make itself felt in many areas of living. 

Crete is a lovely, unspoiled island, 
largely rural. Because of the heat there 
were no afternoon sessions of the Coun
cil. So my husband and I drove, in a 
bright red Volkswagen, to many charm
ing villages. We enjoyed the scenery and 
the grape harvest, we ate unusual food, 
and we swam in the unbelievably blue 
Mediterranean. 

In Kenya 
From Crete we flew to Nairobi, Kenya, 

where I attended the executive commit
tee of the World Methodist Council. 

Nairobi is a beautiful, bustling, mod
ern city. It is so British in atmosphere 
that, except for the large numbers of 
African people on the streets, one is un
aware that he is in Africa. It is only after 
he leaves the city and drives inland, that 
a visitor is aware of the vast land of 

Africa and its peoples. 
Outstanding Methodists from many 

parts of the world were in attendance 
at this World Methodist Council Com
mittee meeting. There were very capable 
and vocal representatives from Asia and 
the Pacific. No African woman is a mem
ber of this executive committee, but 
there are several capable African men. 

Dr. Patricino Ocampo of the Philip
pines, who is president of the World 
Federation of Methodist \Vomen, was 
outstanding in appearance, and in her 
contribution to the meeting. 

Among the many issues discussed at 
this meeting in Nairobi was the estab
lishment of an office for the Methodist 
World Council in Geneva, Switzerland. 
This would facilitate ready communica
tion with, and participation in, the ecu
menical movement in areas of interest to 
The Methodist Church. 

It was voted to hold the next meeting 
of the World Methodist Conference at 
the American University in ·washington, 
D. C., in August of 1971. 

A worshipful communion service was 
held in a small, attractive African Meth
odist church near Nairobi. \Ve visited an 
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THE ADVANTAGED WOMEN 
AND THE DISADVANTAGED 

ecumenical center where training is 
given young African men and women 
in religious broadcasting over radio and 
television. 

The training and education of women 
present great opportunities. African wom
en are showing an intense interest in, and 
a willingness to meet the challenges of 
the day. This interest is shown by the 
capacity enrollment in the Training Cen
ters in Mindola, Luluabourg, Lubumba
shi, and other centers. 

Trained women are assuming many 
places of leadership. But the lot of the 
unlettered, uneducated African woman 
is a heartbreaking one. She is a "beast 
of burden," and no labor is considered 
too hard for her. She may be seen, by the 
thousands, trudging in long lines along 
the roads, burdened with heavy loads on 
her back or head. Even the tiny girls 
learn early to carry loads. And the men 
ride by, in lordly ease, on bicycles, with
out even a parcel in their hands! 

Thank God for the devotion and con-
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tributions of women, for the church with 
its message and its mission, and for the 
devotion of other agencies which have 
helped educate and make life more 
meaningful for women. But I lie awake 
at night, seeing those thousands of 
women and girls who are so unfairly dis
advantaged in the struggle for life in 
today's world. 

The Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches brought together at 
Crete, in August, 1967, representatives 
from 223 churches in 80 countries. Photo 
shows: Mrs. Marie Bassil Assaad, represent
ing the World YWCA; Mr. Samuel Amissah, 
head of the All-Africa Conference of 
Churches; and Dr. Nathan M. Pusey, presi
dent of Harvard University. 

(Below) the women of Nairobi spread 
their wares at a roadside market. 
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WINDOW ON THEUN 

''We are not 
• • winning 

the war 
on 

want'' 

Excerpts from 
UN Secretary-General 
U Thant's Annual Report 
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United Nations Secretary-General 
Thant in the introduction to his recently 
issued Annual Report (June 16, 1966-
June 15, 1967) touches on issues of im
mediate and continuing concern to the 
UN and the twenty-third session of the 
General Assembly now going on at UN 
headquarters. 

Here are excerpts: 

Disarmament 
"The Treaty for the Prohibition of 

Nuclear Weapons in Latin America, 
which was signed in Februaiy at Mex
ico City, marks an important milestone 
on the road to disannament. It provides 
for the creation, for the first time in 
history, of a nuclear-free zone in an in
habited part of the earth. It is the first 
treaty in the field of disarmament which 
_establishes an effective system of con
trol under a pennanent supervis01y 
organ .... 

"The tabling by the Soviet Union and 
the United States of a joint draft treaty 
on non-proliferation, on August 24, 1967, 
was an event of great significance. It 
marked the culmination of years of 
patient efforts to narrow and remove 
the differences between them. The im
portance of the success they have 
achieved in agreeing on the principal 
provisions of a treaty is diminished to 
some extent by their failure to agree on 
the article dealing with safeguards. I 
am, however, confident that the over
riding necessity of their reaching agree
ment if there is to be a treaty will lead 
the sponsors of the draft treaty to 
reconcile their differences. . . . 

"The preoccupation of the non-nuclear 
countries with questions of their secur
ity, in the context of either the prolifera
tion or the non-proliferation of nuclear 
weapons, was demonstrated by the 
adoption of General Assembly resolution 
2153 B ( XXI), which provided for the 
convening of a conference of non
nuclear-weapon states not later than July 
1968 .... 

"Increased attention has also been de
voted to the question of non-dissemina
tion of conventional armaments . . .. The 
problem has once again been brought 
to the fore by the recent military con
flict in the Middle East. . . . 

"The question of a comprehensive test 
ban continues to be one of the main sub
jects of consideration in the Eighteen
Nation Committee [on Disarma
ment] .... 

"In the introduction to my last annual 
report, I had referred to the desirability 

of undertaking a comprehensive study 
of the consequences of the invention of 
nuclear weapons. It was a matter of deep 
gratification to me that the General As
sembly at its last session took up this 
suggestion and authorized me to pre
pare, with the assistance of qualified 
consultant experts, a report on the ef
fects of the possible use of nuclear 
weapons and on the security and eco
nomic implications for states of the ac
quisition and further development of 
these weapons. The work on this report 
is proceeding satisfactorily and I hope 
to make the report available before the 
Assembly commences the debate on the 
various items on its agenda relating to 
problems of disarmament. 

Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses 
of Outer Space 

"On the basis of the unanimous recom
mendations of the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, the Gen
eral Assembly decided, by its resolu
tion 2250 (S-V) of May 25, 1967, to 
postpone the holding of an international 
conference on the peaceful uses of outer 
space from its planned date of Septem
ber 1967 to August 1968. The confer
ence, which will be held at Vienna, will 
have two objectives: an examination of 
the practical benefits to be derived from 
space research and exploration on the 
basis of technical and scientific achieve
ments and the extent to which non-space 
powers, especially the developing coun
tries, may enjoy these benefits, particu
larly in terms of education and develop
ment, and an examination of the oppor
tunity available to non-space powers for 
international cooperation in space ac
tivities, taking into account the extent to 
which the United Nations may play a 
role .... 

"Increasing attention is being given 
to the provision of education and train
ing in space subjects, particularly for 
the developing countries, through bi
lateral and other arrangements. In this 
connection, the United Nations has con
tinued its sponsorship of the Thumba 
Equatorial Rocket Launching Station in 
India. The project is designed both to 
meet the needs of peaceful space re
search and to provide the developing 
countries with opportunities for valuable 
practical training and participation in 
rocket experiments . ... 

Peace-keeping 
"The events of 1967 have brought both 

the practice and the theory of United 
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("("We are not winning the war on want" 
Nations peace-keeping to an important 
milestone-and perhaps even to a cross
road .... 

"The first reality of United Nations 
peace-keeping is its voluntary nature .... 
It must be emphasized that peace-keep
ing, in the sense of the operations thus 
far conducted by the United Nations, 
has no relation to enforcement action 
as provided for in Chapter VII of the 
Charter, nor can there ever be any ques
tion of peace-keeping forces being used 
in such a way as to appear to be occupa
tion forces. The effectiveness of peace
keeping depends above all on the will
ingness of the parties to a conflict to ac
cept, however grudgingly, a peaceful al
ternative to violence, even if they have 
no real will to peace in a solid and en
during sense .... "The capacity of the 
United Nations to settle disputes or pro
mote constructive and peaceful solutions 
to disputes is as much-perhaps even 
more-in need of study as the problems 
of peace-keeping .... 

The Middle East 
"There is a profound lesson to be de

rived by this Organization from recent 
developments in the Middle East. United 
Nations peace-keeping and peace-mak
ing activities had their genesis in Pal
estine. They have been more prolonged, 
more intensive and more varied in that 
area than in any conflict situations else
where. It may be registered here that 
the United Nations has had considerable 
success over these twenty years in stop
ping fighting in the area by means of 
mediation, cease-fire, truce and armistice 
agreements, in restoring quiet along 
acutely troubled lines and generally in 
containing explosive situations. But the 
basic issues which provoke the ex
plosions remain unsolved and, indeed, 
except for a few sporadic and incon
clusive debates over the years, largely 
untouched by the United Nations. There 
has been no enduring, persistent effort 
in any United Nations organ to find 
solutions for them. . . . There is a 
desperate need for a determined, im
mediate and urgent effort by the United 
Nations to help bring about the condi
tions essential to peace in the Middle 
East. That effort should be constant and 
unrelenting until those conditions have 
been achieved .... 

"It is indispensable to an international 
community of states-if it is not to fol
low the law of the jungle-that the ter
ritorial integrity of every state be re
spected, and the occupation by military 
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force of the territory of one state by 
another cannot be condoned. Similarly, 
every state's right to exist must be ac
cepted by all other states; every state is 
entitled to be secure within its own 
borders; people everywhere, and this 
certainly applies to the Palestinian 
refugees, have a natural right to be in 
their homeland and to have a future; 
and there should be free and unimpeded 
navigation for all through international 
watenvays according to international 
conventions .... 

Problems of Economic and 
Social Development 

"The increasing tendency to adopt a 
comprehensive approach to the problems 
of development is particularly worthy 
of note. The United Nations work pro
gram is concerned more and more, both 
conceptually and in practice, with the 
major elements of national development, 
and there is a better understanding of 
the interrelationship of the economic and 
social aspects. 

"The emphasis now placed on popula
tion problems confirms this trend. Popu
lation control is seen not only as a means 
of overcoming economic difficulties but 
also as a way to social and human 
progress in modem societies .... In July 
1967 I invited governments, nongovern
mental organizations and private indi
viduals to contribute to a new trust fund 
for this purpose under the regular 
budget of the United Nations and the 
various United Nations technical as
sistance programs .... The response has 
been gratifying and it is my belief that 
contributions to the trust fund will very 
soon reach the level of $5.5 million, 
which I have cited as necessary for a 
five-year program . ... 

"Another illustration of the global ap
proach to development is to be found in 
the continuous momentum of planning 
policies. The increasing use of planning 
as a rational and pragmatic instrument 
of action is slowly beginning to yield 
results, and there is a better understand
ing of the need for a correct definition 
of objectives, measures for bringing 
about social and mental change, and 
planned implementation in developing 
countries. 

"The building up of industrial com
plexes and the establishment of manu
facturing plants for a large variety of 
industrial products, in an effort to en
sure the fullest utilization of their natural 
resources, is likely to become the single 
most important task of the developing 

countries in the next decade or two ..•. 
"We are not winning the war on want. 

. .. The responsibility for combating 
poverty more effectively lies heavily 
upon developing and developed coun
tries alike. . . . 

"Unless all countries are prepared to 
do more, much more than they have been 
doing, the world will not solve the food 
problem. The lives of hundreds of mil
lions of rural youth will be wasted. The 
swelling migration to the cities will make 
living in urban centers in developing 
countries almost intolerable. Violence 
will become the rule rather than the ex
ception .... 

Human Rights 
"The year under review was marked 

by a major event: the unanimous adop
tion by the General Assembly, on De
cember 16, 1966, of the International 
Covenants on Human Rights. . . . 

"This universal commitment solemnly 
expressed 'by member states in the Gen
eral Assembly is a landmark in the 
United Nations efforts to encourage re
spect for human rights .... A gradual 
development is taking place \vithin the 
United Nations of a common philosophy 
regarding the right of every individual, 
without distinction as to race, sex, lan
guage or religion, to secure respect for 
his dignity as a human being, whether 
in the political and civil or the economic, 
social and cultural fields. I regard this 
as an essential factor in the progressive 
attainment of the Charter goals of uni
versal peace, as well as of peaceful eco
nomic and social cooperation and devel
opment .... 

"The ultimate purpose of all United 
Nations conventions-to have the prin
ciples agreed on within the United Na
tions translated into legally binding rules 
under the national laws of member states 
-can only be fully achieved by the 
ratification of these international instru
ments by member states in accordance 
with their constitutional processes. . .. 
One half of the ratifications which are 
necessary to bring into effect the Inter
national Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
have now been received . ... 

"Recent decisions of the Economic and 
Social Council permit a study by the 
Commission on Human Rights of situa
tions that reveal consistent patterns of 
violations of human rights, as exempli
fied by the policies of apartheid and 
racial discrimination, and the examina
tion of such situations by the Council. 
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On the recommendation of the Commis
sion and of the Council, the questions of 
the implementation of human rights 
through a United Nations High Commis
sioner for Human Rights or some other 
appropriate international machinery will 
he submitted for the consideration of 
the General Assembly .... 

"The International Year for Human 
Bights proclaimed hy the General As
sembly for 1968 will provide, I hope, a 
unique opportunity to review and re
assess past activities and to propose ob
jectives for future effo1ts ... the major 
conference on human rights which will 
he convened by the United Nations at 
Teheran in 1968 should provide an out
standing opportunity in this respect." 

Apartheid 
"',Vhile the South African Government 

has shown greater concern to counter 
the international condemnation of the 
policy of apartheid by intensified pub
licity and propaganda, its policy of 
apartheid remains unchanged. . . . 

"The General Assembly has continued 
to consider the matter annually and has 
adopted a number of resolutions which 
may be described as focusing on four 
main aspects. 

"The Assembly has, by substantial 
majorities, exhorted the powers con
cerned to take steps towards economic 
disengagement from South Africa and 
to facilitate effective action under the 
auspices of the United Nations, especially 
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the Securitv Council. 
"The Un.ited Nations Trust Fund for 

South Africa-which was established in 
1966 to pro,·icle legal assistance to per
sons charged under discriminatory legis
lation, relief for their families and for 
refugees, and education for prisoners 
and their dependents-has receh·ed in
creasing contributions in 1967, though 
still from a relatively small number of 
member states. 

"The United Nations educational and 
training program for South Africans also 
established in 1966, pursuant to Security 
Council resolution 191 ( 1964), has sim
ilarly received increasing support from a 
few member states ... a Unit on Apart
heid has been established in the Secre
tariat, in pursuance of General Assembly 
resolution 2144 ( XXI), in order that 
maximum publicity may he given to the 
evils of the policies of apartheid .... 

The Problems of Decolonization 
"Progress towards decolonization has 

not accelerated during the past year. Al
though Botswana, Lesotho and Barbados 
attained independence and became 
member states of the Organization dur
ing the latter half of 1966, seven years 
after the adoption of the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples, many 
territories remain under colonial rule .... 
The General Assembly, the Special Com
mittee on the Situation with regard to 
the Implementation of the Declaration 
. . . and, in the case of Southern 
Hhodcsia, the Security Council have dis
cussed with increasing concern the grave 
situation arising from the frnstration of 
the legitimate aspirations of these peo
ples .... 

"Following the breakdown of the talks 
[between the United Kingdom and the 
illegal regime in Rhodesia], the United 
Kingdom Government declared that it 
would not grant independence to 
Southern Rhodesia before the attainment 
of majority mle and approached the 
Security Council with the proposal that 
selective mandatorv sanctions should he 
lmposcd on spcciBe.d Southern Rhodesian 
exports and imports. The Council im
posed such a system of sanctions by its 
resolution 2:32 ( 1966). 

"As requested by the Council, I have 
already submitted three reports on the 
implementation of that resolution. I am 
not able, however, to draw definitive 
conclusions on the progress of the im
plementation of the resolution 11ntil all 
member states-in particular all the lra-

ditional trading partners of Southern 
Rhodesia-have replied to my request 
for information on tradp. 

"By resolution 2248 (S-V) the As
sembly established a United Nations 
Council for South 'Vest Africa, com
posed of eleven member states, and en
trusted it with the task of administering 
South 'Vest Africa .... The new Coun
cil has been requested by the General 
Assembly to enter into contact with the 
South African authorities to arrange for 
the transfer of power. Those authorities 
have, however, publicly announced their 
refusal to cooperate in the implementa
tion of the resolution and have, more
over, carried out a number of previously 
postponed decisions leading to greater 
racial segregation, including the setting 
up of tribal self-government in Ovam
boland. 

"The question of the Territories under 
Portuguese administration has again 
been the subject of considerable debate 
in the General Asscmblv and in the 
Special Committee. Continuing hostili
ties in Angola, Portuguese Guinea and 
~Iozambique present a situation which, 
as the Security Council affinned in its 
resolution 218 ( 1965), seriously disturbs 
international peace and security. 

Financial Situation of 
the United Nations 

"The Organization's financial position 
and prospects continue to give little 
cause for optimism .... The generous 
example of twenty-three countries in 
voluntarily contributing approximately 
$23.6 million to assist the United Nations 
out of its financial difficulties has failed 
to inspire others to follow suit despite 
repeated assurances that such support 
would soon be forthcoming. Fortunately. 
the Organization's cash position has 
been such during the past twelve months 
as to enable it to meet its immediate 
obligations without recourse lo further 
borrowing. Nevertheless, the current sit
uation, while not critical, is precarious. 

"As regards the longer-term outlook. 
the problems to be resolved arc perhaps 
less financial than political in origin and 
character. Thcv arc the consequence'. 
for the most p;rt, of basically divergent 
views, particularly among the large con
tributors, as lo the kind of Organization 
the United Nations should he, the lypP 
of activitv in which it should or should 
not engage, and the mannPr in which 
certain of its activities should be author
ized, directed and financed .... " 
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Churches in this country arc just beginning to get into the field of low-cost, 
non-profit housing. The kincl of housing the churches arc interested in has 
hccn available in Europe since the war. A group of housing experts visited 
Europe to find out what has made the European experiments a success. 

The Churches Look at Housing 
By Amy Lee 

There are special tours to Europe to 
suit just about any taste-tours to see 
opera houses, theaters, organs, art gal
leries. · 

A group of seventeen church men and 
women found a slightly different reason 
to tour Europe the latter part of Sep
tember. They visited Copenhagen, Am
sterdam, Berlin (East and West), Stutt
gart, Geneva, and London to look at 
housing. 

The tour was organized by Hans H. 
Frick, director of the casework coun
seling program of the United Presby
terian Presbytery of St. Louis, in con
junction with the Housing Task Force 
of the United Presbyterian Board of 
National Missions. The task force, es
tablished last January, serves as a 
special committee to advise the board 
staff and make policy suggestions. 

Accompanying :Mr. Frick and the Rev. 
Robert Johnson, associate for church 
and housing, and director of the task 
force, were ministers and urban special
ists. Though mainly Presbyterian, the 
group included representatives of other 
denominations and housing organiza
tions. 

The tour had four specific purposes: 
"To meet with church leaders, gov

ernment officials, housing professionals, 
and others, and to tour church-related 
and other non-profit housing develop· 
men ts. 

"To discuss and study new creative 
ways of sponsorship for low-cost hous
ing and its relationship to a well-planned 
and balanced human environment, in
cluding social, political, economic, cul
tural, and physical needs of life. 
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"To evaluate the role of the church 
in these developments. 

''To learn about all construction and 
management techniques which would 
result in lower construction and rental 
costs." 

Did the tour fulfill these purposes? 
In the opinion of the Rev. Mr. 

Johnson, yes. An ebullient, voluble man, 
with a background in business as well 
as in the ministiy and inner city work 
in both Cleveland and Newark (N.J.), 
he spoke forcefully of what had been 
done and was being done in Europe. 
He expressed his views in a recent 
interview in his office at the Interchurch 
Center, New York City. 

"Much of the housing in Germany 
is a result of the Marshall Plan," he 
said. "Germany used this money for 
housing. Some other countries used it 
for food and other immediate needs. As 
a result, German housing is much far
ther along." 

One word appeared frequently in his 
conversation, the word, wl1y. "If the 
U.S. could put Marshall funds into Eu
rope, why couldn't it do the same thing 
here in our cities? 

"Of course housing in Europe is a 
top priority because . of the bombing 
[\Vorld War II]. Most of the housing 
has been built since 1960." 

European housing has far greater in
tegration than ours, according to :to.fr. 
Johnson. "Not racial integration," he 
explained, "as they do not have the 
same situation as we have, but integra
tion culturally and economically. Peo
ple are not segregated by income, as 
they are here. 

"In Stuttgart there is a housing com
plex of fifty units where disadvantaged 
families are housed for six months. Dur
ing that time they are given job training 
or some other form of rehabilitation, 
and at the end of the six months they 
are moved into other houses. 

"We need this idea here." 
He went on, "The cities we visited 

do not have poverty as we see it in our 
cities. There is full employment. Train
ing is provided by government and 
private industry. There are family al
lotments, regardless of income. And 
rents are at much lower percentage of 
income than ours. Some are as low as 
10-15%." 

Mr. Johnson also had a but. "But there 
are no tenants' associations as we know 
them. Housing authorities and land
lords see no reason for them. They argue 
that they have trained people who know 
and look after tenants' needs. It's the 
old concept of the scholar having 
authority." 

Mr. Johnson considers housing in East 
Berlin "remarkable" because it has been 
developed without Marshall Plan funds 
or other help. And with the further un
help of reparations demanded by \~'est 
Gennany and the pulling out of fac
tories and equipment by the Soviet 
Union. ''Through the government and 
the people working together," he said, 
"East Berlin's housing has been a real 
up-by-its-own-bootstraps operation." He 
added, "The church is stronger in East 
Berlin because of persecution." 

Then he put forth another wl1y. 
"In this country 60% of the people are 

churchgoers, but they show very little 
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concern for the poor and their housing 
needs. Over there a small percentage of 
the people are churchgoers, but there 
is a big concern for the poor. Why?" 

The churches, he noted, provide nur
series and preschool programs for chil
dren of working mothers, after-school 
programs, counseling and other com
munity services. These are far more 
valid to most of the people than wor
ship services. 

"In Copenhagen the church works 
with city officials on the rehabilitation 
of people as well as of housing," Mr. 
Johnson noted. AJso, in Stuttgart and 
V\Test Berlin, particularly, he found 
churches and church-related settlements 
seeking ways to help families through 
various kinds of services. 

Two other aspects of the European 
cities impressed him: the absence of 
crime as we have it in our cities, and 
cleanliness as we don't have it. 

"Even in the poorest parts of Berlin, 
Amsterdam, Copenhagen, and other 
cities," Mr. Johnson said, "We saw wom
en scrubbing steps, washing windows, 
sweeping sidewalks. We even saw men 
cleaning the streets. Why don't we see 
this in our cities?" 

Another member of the tour group, 
the Rev. Channing E. Phillips, executive 
director of the Housing Development 
Corporation, Washington, D.C., noted 
still another "absence." In a telephone 
interview he said, "The racial situation 
was delightfully absent." 

He substantiated Mr. Johnson's ob
se1vations. "The cities we visited do 
not have ghettos as we do, nor un
employment as we do, nor crime as we 
know it. Even East Berlin is more serious 
about people than we are." 

Mr. Phillips, a minister of Lincoln 
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Temple (United Church of Christ), is 
on leave from his church to serve the 
private housing corporation which 
works with FHA programs and other 
projects in the interests of the poor. It 
is funded by the Office of Economic 
Opportunity and the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

He also mentioned the comparatively 
low percentage of income needed for 
rent in European housing. "It is strange 
if a person has to pay more than 20% 

_of his earnings on rent." 
.: Government subsidy for housing is 
far more extensive than in our country, 
according to both Mr. Phillips and Mr. 
Johnson. Subsidies are made available 
in various ways-through loans, through 
gifts of land, through family allotments. 

Said Mr. Phillips: "In London we 
visited Brandon Estates, met with of
ficers of the Greater London Council
that is like our district government
and learned that it subsidizes even af
fluent people in order to get a broader 
social mixture in the housing com
plex." 

Churches are "more involved" than 
they are here in creation of housing 
situations, he observed. "In some cases 
chmches owning land have sold it to 
cities. In other cases, they have kept the 
land and hired their own developers for 
government-funded housing." 

On the matter of subsidies and financ
ing Mr. J olmson noted that in England 
it is easier to get housing appropriations 
because "there are thirty bishops of the 
Church of England sitting in the House 
of Lords. They present a church concern 
for housing problems:' 

According to Mr. Phillips, the housing 
which the group saw was basically com
pa.;;--'lhle t0 onr moderate-income hous-

ing. "Their housing has salary limita
tions, but a family does not have to move 
with a salary increase. 

"There is much prefab construction," 
he said. "And European housing is 
built to last a long time. They have 
mortgages running ninety years. \:Ve 
didn't visit Sweden but we saw Swedish 
construction and building techniques in 
Copenhagen." 

Mr. Johnson said that in European 
cities high rise buildings were inter
spersed with two-story town houses. 
"More elderly people and single adults 
live in the high risers. And more fami
lies with children live in the townhouses. 
This way the kids have space to play and 
are not cooped up in high buildings." 

Now that members of the special 
housing tour group are back in their 
home cities [St. Louis, Oakland, Port
land (Ore.), Cleveland, Athens (Ohio), 
Philadelphia, Buffalo, Kansas City, East 
St. Louis, \i\Tashington, and New York], 
they will be working on ways to put 
what they saw and learned in Europe to 
practical use in this country. 

Mr. Phillips said he hoped at least 
some of what they learned can be ap
plied to ghetto areas. "If the FHA were 
as forward-looking and -doing as these 
European countries, our problems would 
be a lot easier to solve." 

Mr. Johnson voiced two urgent moves. 
"We must, first, educate our people on 
housing needs and, second, muster re
sources of private enterprise and local, 
state, and federal governments for such 
immediately necessary steps as long
tenn loans at reasonable rates. 

"The church doesn't want to become 
a landlord. We are here to stimulate 
those responsible for certain tasks to 
carry out their responsibilities." 
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· THE:: MOVING FINGER WRITES 
CHURCHMEN SUPPORT 
DRAFT RESISTERS 

Claiming that their civil disobedience "is 
a f01m of religious obedience," 18 Protes
tant, Catholic and Jewish leaders pledged 
in Detroit to aid those who are conscientious
ly opposed to the military draft-even at the 
risk of fine and imprisonment. 

"Congressional indifference to appeal for 
justice," the statement by Clergy and Lay
men Concerned About Vietnam declared, 
"has convinced us that it is no longer enough 
to speak in defense of the rights of con
science. The time has come to act . . . to 
pledge active support to all who in con
science and through non-violent means de
cide to resist" the "injustice of the present 
military conscription system." 

The original signers were joined in their 
statement by about 50 of the 700 partici
pants in the United States Conference on 
Church .and Society, sponsored in Detroit 
by the National Council of Churches. 

The statement pleaded for recognition of 
selective conscientious objection. "Ethical 
decisions must be made in relation to par
ticular events," it said. "Therefore the 
citizen whose conscience forbids him to par
ticipate in a particular war is as deserving of 
respect as a citizen whose conscience for
bids him to participate in any war. 

"This is a long-standing Jewish and Chris
tian tradition. Yet the tradition we honor is 
not honored by our government. This fact 
alone should make it clear that our civil dis
obedience is a form of religious obedience." 

The statement noted that under present 
laws, anyone who "knowingly counsels, aids 
or abets another" to evade or refuse the draft 
registration, is liable to a fine of $10,000, a 
jail sentence of five years, or both. 

"We hereby publicly counsel all who in 
conscience cannot today serve in the aimed 
forces to refuse such service by non-violent 
means. \Ve pledge ourselves to aid and abet 
them in any way we can. 

"This means that if they are now arrested 
for failing to comply with a law that violates 
their consciences we too must be arrested, 
for in the sight of that law we are now as 
guilty as they." 

Among the original 18 signatures of the 
statement: Methodist Bishop Charles F. 
Golden of Nashville; Episcopal Bishop 
William Gordon, Jr., of Alaska; Episcopal 
Bishop C. Kilmer Myers of California; Dr. 
Truman B. Douglass, executive vice-presi
dent of the Board of Homeland Ministries, 
United Church of Christ. 

OTHER MINISTERS JOIN 
ANTI ANTI-WAR DRIVE 

(RNS) 

Five prominent clergymen-including the 
leader of the largest Negro Baptist denomi
nation-are among the 113 founding mem
bers of the Citizens Committee for Peace 
with Freedom in Vietnam, a group whose 
aim is to counteract the "voices of dissent" 
to the war. 

Fonner Presidents Eisenhower and Tru-

DECEMBER 1967 

The Rev. William Sloane Coffin, Protestant cliaplain at Yale University, speaks to students 
and others gathered in Arlington Street Unitarian Universalist clwrch to protest tl1e draft 
and the Vietnam war. The United Presbyterian minister made a strong plea for "reformation 
of the American conscience" regarding the war and Selective Service Act. 

man head the list of prominent Americans 
who have complained that demonstrators 
against the war are publicized out of propor
tion to the views they represent. 

Fo1mer Illinois Senator Paul H. Douglas, 
a Democrat, the organizing chaiiman, said 
his group's aim is to represent the "great 
silent center" of American opinion which is 

neither to be labeled as '11awk" or "dove." 
Speaking before the National Press Club, 

Mr. Douglas said the group is not one which 
necessarily is "in business to support Lyndon 
Johnson .... Instead, we are backers of the 
office of the Presidency." 

"\Ve strongly support our commitment in 
Vietnam and the policy of non-compromis-
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Give a 
Personalized Gift • • • 
For the Family 

SUNRISE TO STARLIGHT compiled by 
May Detherage. A deluxe new gift book 
of prose and poetry. Bound in green 
Kivar kidskin with gold cord tie. 30 
full-page pictures. $4.95 

LETTERS TO KAREN by Charlie W. 
Shedd. Warm, realistic letters from a 
minister-counselor to his daughter on 
what makes a good marriage. $3 

MEDITATIONS FOR SERVICEMEN by 
William E. Parsons, Jr. Eighty deeply 
devotional meditations that speak to a 
variety of problems faced by service
men today. $2.50 

FUN FOR THE FAMILY by Harry D. 
Edgren. Exciting suggestions for lei
sure·time activities that will appeal to 
the interests of every family. 

Paper, $1.45 

HOW THE LITTLEST CHERUB WAS 
LATE FOR CHRISTMAS by Minton C. 
Johnston. A memorable Christmas 
story written for adults, it can also be 
read and explained to children. 

Illustrated, $2.95 

For Children 

I LOVE YOU, MARY JANE written and 
illustrated by Lorna Balian. Mary Jane's 
having an unusual birthday party, and 
everyone's invited. Ages 4-7. $2.75 

YOUNG READERS BOOK OF CHRISTIAN 
SYMBOLISM by Michael Daves; illus
trated by Gordon Laite. History of the 
uses of symbols in the Protestant 
church. Ages 10-up. $3.95 

ALL DAFFODILS ARE DAFFY by Jane 
Merchant; illustrated by Marlene Rik
ard. A collection of poetry, both humor
ous and sober, that appeals to the 
child. Ages 8-12. $2.75 

For the Pastor 

HANDBOOK OF DENOMINATIONS IN 
THE UNITED STATES edited by Frank 
S. Mead. History, doctrines, and pres
ent status of more than 250 religious 
groups. $2.95 

THE INTERPRETER'S BIBLE. This most 
comprehensive commentary includes 
KJV and RSV texts, introductions, and 
maps. Bound in dark blue cloth. Each 
vol., $8.75; 12-vol. set, $89.50; deluxe 
leather edition (sets only), $199.50 

THE INTERPRETER'S DICTIONARY OF 
THE BIBLE. An illustrated biblical en· 
cyclopedia with every person in the 
Bible, every town and region, plant and 
animal. More than 1,000 black-and· 
white pictures and 56 pages of full
color illustrations and maps. 

4-vol. set, $45 

For Young People 

CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP by Walter L. 
Cook. Forty well-rounded devotions will 
help every Christian realize the mean
ing of friendship. $2.50 

For Adults 

THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON AN
NUAL-1968 edited by Horace R. 
Weaver; lesson analysis by Charles M. 
Laymon. Texts of the lessons, explana
tions, study aids. $3.25 

THE LORD'S PRAYER by Ralph W. 
Sackman. Interpretative words and pic
tures examine the deeper meanings of 
the Lord's Prayer. A treasured gift. 

Illustrated, $1.50 

At your local bookstore 

ABINGDON PRESS 
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RNS Photo 

A mm marclzes past government building in 
protest demonstration against the draft and 
Vietnamese war. Thousands converged on 
the nation's capital for the two-day mass 
demonstration. 

ing, although limited, resistance to aggres
sion," said a launching statement issued by 
the committee. 

One of the founders was Dr. Joseph J. 
Jackson, head of the nation's largest Negro 
church body. 

Dr. Jackson, president of the National 
Baptist Convention, in the U.S.A., Inc., al
most entirely Negro, has been a long, out
spoken supporter of President Johnson's Viet
nam policies, and has been a restraining 
voice against violence in rights-related issues 
that often have become entangled with the 
war question. 

Another Protestant leader who is listed as 
a founder is Dr. Henry Pitney Van Dusen, 
fmmer president of Union Theological Semi
nary in New York and now chairman of the 
Foundation for Theological Education in 
Southeast Asia. 

(RNS) 

ULTRA-FUNDAMENTALISTS HIT 
CLERGY ON CIVIL DISORDERS 

The American Council of Christian 
Churches has called "unbiblical and im
moral" the participation of church leaders 
who "engage in mass civil disobedience, riot
ing, and make demands for retreat. and sur
render in Vietnam." 

The ultra-fundamentalist group, at its an
nual convention, declared unanimously 
that "an ecclesiastical leadership which pro
motes revolution to desh·oy our structures of 
freedom is an abomination to the Lord and 
cause the Communists to rejoice." 

Asserting that the only answer "to our 
troubles in Vietnam is victory," the resolu
tion specifically rapped the October 21 
Pentagon demonstration. 

"Such religious leaders as Martin Luther 
King and others have revealed their true 
colors," it said "and should be recognized 
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There could be a difference! 
Daily devotions can help make 
Him your Lord. You and your 
family will find daily devotions 
meaningful and stimulating. 

THE UPPER RooM provides this 
with a brief Bible reading, 
meditation, prayer and 
thought-for-the-day for each 
day of the year. 

Why not start daily devotions 
in your home today? Let THE 

UPPER RooM help you. You 
will find in it a 
simple yet 
satisfying way 
to family as 
well as personal 
worship. 

Begin the. year of 1 

our Lord 1968 . . . · 
with Him as your -~~ 
Lord. 

Write today for a FREE sample 
copy. Ten or more copies of one 
issue to one address, 10¢ each. 
Yearly subscription, $1.00. 

Jr' orld'aJf ost Widely UaedDaily Devotional Guide 

38 Languages-45 Editions 
1908 Grand Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37203 
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by all law-abiding citizens as fomenters of 
hatred and agitators of revolution ... their 
promotion of so-called 'non-violence' be
comes the evidence of the rejection of Amer
ica itself." 

(RNS) 

SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS 
LOOK AT VIETNAM CRISIS 

A strong declaration on Vietnam and on 
the violence in the nation's cities was issued 
in Richmond, Virginia, by the Southern 
Presbyterian Board of Christian Education. 

The board, in a Declaration About the 
Crisis in American Society, held that "re
gardless of how one judges the morality of 
our nation's policy in Vietnam, he must 
recognize that that policy is creating crucial 
social problems at home and abroad which 
cannot be safely ignored." 

"While it made clear it did not condone 
violence in the cities, the declaration con
tended that the violence "can be understood 
only in the context of America's historical 
treatment of the Negro .... " 

The board pledged itself to "arouse the 
conscience of the church and nation about 
our national crisis, to express in effective ac
tion in society the concern that is aroused, 
and to intensify our minish·y for the recon
ciliation of men with God and one another.'' 

Among the problems raised by the Viet
nam war, the board said, were "the incalcul
able misery and suffering of the Vietnamese 
people, the heavy cost in men and materials 
to our nation, the dilemma our government 
feels as it faces the consequences of various 
alternatives, the continuing menace of 
world communism." 

The board said the war also raised con
cern for "the responsibility of a great nation 
for the freedom of a small nation, the in
creasing disapproval of the international 
community, the increasing danger of spark
ing World War III, the growing credibility 
gap, the strain on our national unity, the 
crisis in conscience for many of our finest 
young men who conscientiously object to 
this particular war." 

(RNS) 

ATHENAGORAS VISITS VATICAN 
Even if the accent is on youth todav 

octogenarians continue to do the impossibl~. 
Latest case is 81-year-old Patriarch Athena
goras I. 

Through patient diplomacy and holy in
sistence that deserve awed recognition, he 
managed to overcome hesitations and criti
cisims of other Orthodox leaders and to pass 
over the threshold of St. Peter's in Rome. 

The three-day visit he made to the Roman 
pontiff was historic and a measure of the 
possibilities that may yet open for healing 
the thousand-year break between the East
ern and 'il/estern Churches. Without really 
committing himself or his successors, much 
less Orthodoxy in general, Athenagoras 
established precedent of enormous signifi
cance. 

It is also only fair to recall that Pope Paul 
himself had his own share of credit for it was 
he who took the initiative of going first to 
visit the Patriarch. 

(RNS) 
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FREEDOM CITY FAMILIES 
WILL BUILD OWN HOMES 

Freedom City, near Greenville, :tvlissis
sippi, will be expanded during the next year 
by fifty families who are expected to build 
the houses they will occupy. 

The new community will be situated on 
80 of the 400 acres purchased last year to 
settle families of displaced cotton hands. It 
was initially sponsored by the Delta Min
istry, a project of the National Council of 
Churches [see February, '67, WORLD OuT
LOOK}. 

Funds for the expansion will come from 
a $199,805 grant from the Office of Eco
nomic Opportunity to the Delta Opportuni
ties Corporation, and $176,000 given by 
private sources. Government funds will be 
used for administration and training while 
the private funds will go to building costs. 

First phase of the undertaking will in
volve the teaching of skills needed in build
ing the houses. Courses will be given in such 

WORLD OUTLOOK 

ski Us 
teria1 

strUC 
of ei 

Tl 
be r 
free 
ctJUn 

D 
fami 
or n1 

Pl 
strul 
ties 
tidp 
trair 
ecor 

F 
grot 
fam 
atU 

T 
~[01 

A~ 
Jane 
beir 
soy I 

CH 
KO 

I 
arif 
plu 
ary 

I 
ti vi 
An. 
bee 
anc 
bul 
ch1 

I 
odi 
she 

od: 
po 
od 

Sic 
oq 
ch 
a 

th 
1! 
ge 
so 
tu 
bi 

o[ 

o[ 

at 
A 

D 

c 
c 



skills as blueprint reading, handling ma
terials and in the use of tools. A team of con
struction personnel will teach the essentials 
of each construction trade. 

The 50 families who will build are to 
be recruited from those already living at 
Freedom City and from Mississippi Delta 
counties. 

During training and construction, each 
family will receive a stipend and live on 
or near Freedom City land. 

Plans for the community include the con
struction of shopping and recreational facili
ties after the homes are finished. It is an
ticipated that skills learned during the 
training will enable each man to become 
economically self-sufficient. 

Freedom City was begun in 1966 for a 
group evicted from their homes on cotton 
farms after participating in demonstrations 
at the Greenville Air Force Base. 

The people lived at the Delta Ivlinistry's 
j\fount Beulah Conference Center for a time. 
A $75,000 loan made the purchase of the 
land possible, and a $100,000 mortgage is 
being paid off from profits from wheat and 
soybean crops cultivated by the residents. 

CHURCH CROWS IN 
KOREA, ANGOLA 

(RNS) 

In 1961 there were 45 Methodist mission
aries in Angola; today there are only two, 
plus Bishop Andreasson, a former mission
ary. 

Dr. Juel Nordby, Methodist Board execu
tive for Africa, and a f01mer missionary to 
Angola, states: "The task of the church is 
becoming more and more difficult. Suffering 
and persecution are not a possible future, 
but a daily reality to large segments of the 
church .... " 

Despite these gloomy statistics the Meth
odist work in both Angola and Korea is 
showing progress in surprising ways. 

The Reverend Olin Burkholder, a Meth
odist missionary, writing from Seoul, has re
ported that membership in Korean Meth
odist Church grew by 7.5 percent in 1966, 
reaching a record high of 68,0ll. 

Another missionary, the Reverend George 
Sidwell, has reported 47 new congregations 
organized, and a total of 602 projects in 
church extension undertaken by Korean 
Uethodists. 

:l\fr. Sidwell also reported that, under 
the leadership of Bishop Pyen, the four 
Methodist annual conferences are acting to
gether to extend Methodist work in the 
south of Korea. Strategically located "oppor
tunity cities" will be chosen in which to 
begin new congregations. 

Dr. Nordby reported tangible evidence 
of the Angola church's continuing work, and 
of growth in some areas of its life, in church 
atttndance and church extension. "The 
Angolan church is finding strong leaders 
among its African ministers and laymen," 
Dr. Nordby said. 

CROPPI: CHRIST WAS A 
CIVIL RIGHTS WORKER 

Jesus Christ was ostracized and finally 
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crucified "because he was a totally com
mitted civil rights worker," Father James 
Groppi told more than 1,400 persons at the 
College of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

The tough-talking 36-year-old white 
Roman Catholic priest who has spearheaded 
open-housing demonstrations in Milwaukee 
said Jesus "fought for brotherhood and 
equality, and he was ostracized because he 
associated with the wrong kind of people
the publican and the Samaritan. 

"The black man looks at the white man to
day and says I want a total commitment 
from you," Father Groppi declared. "If I'm 
going to feel the policeman's club, I want 
you to feel it. If I'm going to go to jail, I want 
you to go with me. 

"\Vhat the black man is saying is either 
you are with me or against me-the same 
thing Christ said many years ago," Father 
Groppi said. 

DISCIPLES OPPOSE 
DISCRIMINATION 

(RNS) 

A re-worded resolution opposing racial 
discrimination in the hiring of clergy won 
a majority vote at the annual assembly of 
the International Convention of Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ)-but only 
after vigorous debate. 

The resolution, "Concerning Ministerial 
Employment Without Regard to Race, Color 
or National Origin," was called "weak and 
innocuous" and "too little and too late" by 
speaker after speaker. 

As finally approved, it calls for "congrega
tions of our Brotherhood to begin now to 
call ministers without regard to race, color 
or national origin, and that all state and na
tional ministerial placement procedures urge 
congregations to call their ministers on this 
basis." 

Seminaries are requested to "confront" 
all congregations with a Christian mandate 
for non-discrimination in employment of 
students. Seminary students are requested 
to give "prayerful consideration" before ac
cepting field work assignments with church
es which practice racial discrimination. 

(RNS) 

FLOOD RELIEF REPORT 
Two Texas churchmen have launched for 

Church Vlorld Service an intensive two
week survey of flood. vi_ctims' needs on the 
Mexican side of the Rio Grande River. 

The Rev. Leo D. Nieto, director of Mi
grant Ministry and Mission for the Texas 
Council of Churches, and the Rev. Edgar 
A. Krueger, associate director, working out 
of Reynosa and Matamoros, Mexico, are con
tacting Protestant pastors in small communi
ties previously marooned by flood waters. 

The current survey, it is hoped, will en
able member denominations to respond to 
immediate and longer te1m needs of flood 
victims. In addition to loss of homes and 
possessions, many may suffer loss of employ
ment due to heavy agricultural damage in 
flood areas. 

Meanwhile, CWS has made available 
from its Houston, Texas, warehouse, 500 
blankets urgently requested by the Texas 
Council for dispatch to the First Presbyterian 
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Church in Harlingen, Texas. This city, be
fore it could clear away rubble from Hur
ricane Beulah, was hit by a 40-foot wall of 
water from failure of a low diversion dam. 
Also released to the Texas Council were an 
additional 300 requested blankets. 

might propound it by recommending a 
thesis by mail. 

The first of New Christian's new theses 
read, "God is to be known only in history 
and in the common ways of men." The 
second said, "The hidden is not revealed by 
speculation, but only by life." The third, 
"Language about God is meant to interpret 
the meaning of life. Where it fails to do this 
we have magic, not true religion." 

Previously C\VS had authorized expendi
ture of $1,500 from disaster funds to cover 
shipment of 15,000 pounds of clothing and 
shoes from the Houston center to flood 
victims in Falfurrias, Texas. 

In response to an unrelated disaster in 
the state of Yucatan, Mexico, where con
tinuous heavy rains caused serious damage, 
CWS disaster funds in an initial amount 
of $1,000 will be administered by an inter
denominational committee. 

And so on to thesis 92, "A preacher whose 
concern is with the saving of souls from hell 
is himself in the gravest peril," to 93, "Ref
fo1mation is always a regrettable necessity/' 
and to 94, "Any ascription of infallibility to 
these theses is contrary to the desires of 
their compilers." 

(RNS) 
'NEW THESES' FOR 
'NEW REFORMATION' CUBAN METHODIST 

AUTONOMY SET Ninety-five theses for "the New Reforma
tion" are being published in London by the 
New Christian, to mark the 450th anniver
sary of the Refo1mation. 

The Methodists of Cuba have set Febru
ary 2-4, 1968, as the dates for bringing into 
being the new autonomous Methodist 
Church of Cuba. The organizing conference 
will be held in Havana. 

But there is a slight difference. New 
Christian in its first announcement of its new 
theses published only 94. The 95th was left 
blank-with an invitation to readers that 
any who so desired to share in the discussion 

Since 1964, Cuban Methodists have been 
in the process of becoming autonomous, and 
have now fulfilled all of the necessary steps. 
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YOUR 
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Join our successful authors Jn a com. 
pfete and r~liable publishing rirogram· 
publicity. advertising. handsome bcok1° 
Speedy, efficient service. Send ro; 
FREE manuscript report &. copy or 
Publish Your Bock. 
CARLTON PRESS Dept. RHX 
84 Fiith Ave. New York II, N. Y. 

FREE CHRISTMAS CHIMES ALBUM 
With the purchase of three albums! uchriatmas 
Encores, Organ and Chimes". Also available: 
Christmas, Easter, Cathedral, Faith, Praise, Even
tide, Memories, Morning, etc. Free catalogue. Write 
CHIMES, 1818 Outpost Drive, Hollywood, Cnli
fornin 90028. 

IS NOTHING SACRED 
ANYMORE? 

A new translation by English poet 
Robert Graves of the "Rubaiyat of 
Omar Khayyam" changes some of the 
best-known passages in poetry. 

In the new translation, to be pub
lished this month, Mr. Graves says 
that the "Rubaiyat," which was written 
in Persian (Farsi), was mistranslated 
in 1859 by Edward FitzGerald. 

Persian students and scholars have 
known for many years that the Fitz
Gerald translation took extensive liber
ties with the Persian. In fact, many 
believe that the English version is su
perior to the Persian. Khayyam, who 
died in 1123, wrote extensively on 
algebra and astronomy and is regarded 
by modern Persians as a better mathe
matician than poet. 

The new Graves translation alters 
one of the most predestinarian stanzas 
in all poeh·y-"The Moving Finger 
Writes." The familiar FitzGerald read
ing is: 

"The Moving Finger writes; and, 
having writ,/ Moves on: nor all thy 
Piety nor Wit/ Shall lure it back to 
cancel half a Line,/ Nor all thy Tears 
wash out a Word of it." 

The Graves version is still sufficient
ly anti-A1minian-to use a non-Persian 
idiom-in theology. 

"What we shall be is written and we 
are so./ Heedless of God, or Evil, pen, 
write on!/ By the first day all futures 
were decided;/ 'Which gives our griefs 
and pains irrelevancy." 

Equally unsympathetic, as it were, 
to traditional Methodist concerns has 
been this famous stanza: "A Book of 
Verses underneath the Bough,/ A Jug 
of Wine, a Loaf of Bread-and Thou/ 
Beside me singing in the Wilderness 
-/ Ah, Wilderness were Paradise 
enow!" 

The stanza has been drastically 
altered by Graves: "A gourd of red 
wine and a sheaf of poems-/ A bare 
subsistence, half a loaf, not more-/ 
Supplied us two alone in the free 
desert:/ V\lhat Sultan could we envy 
on this throne?" 

WORLD OUTLOOK 
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YOUNG READERS BIBLE 
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