
• 

• 



$4,000 to publish an lban hymnal 

"The trouble is we help a II these people, but they don't 
seem to give a hang!" 

Half a world away, in Sarawak, Borneo, one of the new
est nations in Southeast Asia, Methodist lbans-Sea 
Dyaks-aided by donated American Funds are answering 
this familiar gripe. 

They do give a hang. 
The lban Literature Production Center in Kapit is pub

lishing the third edition of an lban hymnal, first issued 
in 1961. 

No service in Christian literature is quite as important 
to a developing people than to sing in one's tongue 
"prayer and praise addressed to God." 

As the country moves from the 17th Century into the 
mainstream of the 20th Century, the hymnal is a primary 
source of fundamental education among an lban popula
tion of 85 per cent illiteracy. Many still remember the 
days when their people were headhunters. 

The lban Literature Center sells the hymnal it pub
lishes. It does not give copies away. Revenue from sales 
is used to help finance new productions. Production costs 

Worship Service in a Rijang River Longhouse 

are kept very low to keep retail prices within the easy 
reach of the people. 

Now $4,000 is needed to help publish the lban hymnal. 
Unless these funds are available new hymnals cannot 

be printed. 
You or your church can help publish the lban hymnal 

as you contribute to the Project of the Month. As gifts 
accumulate they are applied to meet in full the need of 
each project. Reports on projects successfully underwrit
ten from this fund will be reported here in later issues. 
Designate your gift 

"PROJECT OF THE MONTH" and send it to: 
The Treasurer, Methodist Board of Missions 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N. Y. 10027 

The Advance Special Project Of The Month selects 
urgent needs from Methodism's world-wide ministries. 
For further information about Advance Special Projects, 
write to: 

Advance Department, Methodist Board of Missions gt 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N. Y. 10027 II 

AD VANCE 
SPECIA~$ 
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I ']['HJ[§ MONTH I 
February always seems to us a month of 

transition. The new year is well begun and 
people are already beginning to look for
ward to spring after a long winter. But it is 
not yet the real beginning of the promised 
time. 

Our articles this month have something of 
that quality of transition. Many of them deal 
with projects or ideas that are still being 
tested. They are certainly not failures but 
it is still somewhat too early to claim that 
their success is assured. 

The most obvious example of this is the 
Delta Ministry in Mississippi. Nothing in 
this country has been so fiercely controver
sial as this attempt to minister to the poor 
Negroes of the Delta section of Mississippi. 
Perhaps this is a sign of what we really 
think about the Christian mission when it is 
not at a convenient distance. 

The Delta Ministry suffers from being 
much talked about and little known. That is 
why we thought perhaps you would like to 
see some photographs of the Delta Ministry 
in action. 

February is the date of the church ob
servance that we so quaintly call "Race Re
lations Sunday." The purposes of this Sun
day are fine but the title may be a clue to 
our thinking. To see what "race relations" 
are like in some churches, we suggest that 
you read Mr. Joel's article about what hap
pens in changing neighborhoods. 

Natural disasters are no respecters of per
sons and places. Witness our two accounts 
in this issue--one about response to a hur
ricane in the poverty-stricken, primitive, 
dictator-ridden country of Haiti; the other 
about floods in the city that is one of the 
glories of Western civilization-Florence. In 
both places, human need was great and 
humanitarian response immediate. 

Matthew Wakatama is from Rhodesia-a 
troubled land these days. He is one of the 
foremost educators of that country and also 
one of the most prominent Methodist lay
men there. He pulls these two interests to
gether to discuss for us what is the church's 
role in educating people in emergent coun
tries. 

Dr. Murphy is an old-time friend of our 
readers. He has written for us on many sub
jects. This month he takes a look at some of 
the conflicting statements about what causes 
renewal in the church. 

We have two articles that deal with the 
United Nations this month. Miss Lee ex
amines the whole subject of worldwide mi
gration from rural to urban areas, and the 
problems it causes. Mr. Hothem tells of a 
project to encourage migration. 
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"GRANDFATHER BISHOP" IN 
SOUTHEAST AFRICA 

Our Annual Conference of the Methodist 
Church in Southeast Africa was held in August 
under the very capable leadership of our Afri
can Bishop Zunguze. Although the Bishop is 
only 51 years of age he is called, respectfully, 
in Shitzoa: Grandfather Bishop. This shows the 
adoration he is receiving from his fellow Afri
cans. 

This year the number of African superin
tendents has been increased. More and more 
responsibility of the church is being placed in 
African hands. 

HORST AND HELMA FLACHSMEIER 

:!'.fothodist Mission, Hospital Chicuque 
P. 0. Box 41, Inhambane 
Portuguese East Africa 

A QUARTER OF A CENTURY 
IN LATIN AMERICA 

It was a pleasant surprise to receive so many 
good letters from people who noticed my name 
on the list of those who have had 25 years of 
continuous missionary service. 

If you would pray for me and for those I 
love in Christ, take a map of Latin America in 
your hand. Put your finger first on Cuba and 
pray earnestly for tl1e freedom of this lovely 
land, and for the beloved church. Then swing 
your hand over the Caribbean area, then Cen
tral America, then over tl1C continent of South 
America. 

I have been asked to work witl1 "Evange
lism-in-Depth" in Peru for 1967. Pray for an 
outpouring of blessings on that country. Pray 
that Alfalit (literacy program) may be an in
strument of God there. 

EULALIA CooK 

c/o EVAF,_ Aptdo. 3997, Lima, Peru 

"TAIWAN IS A LAND OF YOUTH" 
One of our special concerns is for the Uni

versity Christian Service Center in Tainan. 
Several of us have labored together for more 
than four years to make this student center for 
Christian witness a reality. 

It is a joint project, shared by Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Episcopalians, and Lutherans. 

This Center is strategically located adjacent 
to Cheng Kung University, where nearly 4,000 
students are enrolled. Taiwan is a land of 
youth, bursting at the seams with the vitality 
of young people seeking. to find their way in 
the world. 

TED AND BETTY COLE 

Garrett Theological Seminary 
2121 Sheridan Rd., Evanston, Illinois 

AID TO TIBETAN REFUGEE CHILDREN 
Our work with Tibetan refugees continues 

to increase. Twice weekly one of the doctors 
goes to the Tibetan Hornes Foundation school 
in Mussoorie. This school has several hundred 
children enrolled, and the doctor gives them 
physical examinations. Many cases of tuber
culosis have been found, as well as cases of 
malnutrition. 

Tibetan refugees are making a great fight for 
existence, and we give such help as we can. 

LOUISE LANDON 

Community Hospital, Landour, Mussoorie 
U. P., India 

"THE QUALITY OF A HOSPITAL" 
Our School of Nursing accepts twelve stu

dents each year. The post-graduate course in 
midwifery has ten students each year. A token 
of the quality of our School . can be seen in 
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the fact that our graduates hold positions of 
responsibility in many of the large hospitals of 
India. 

vVe are fortunate in having young Christian 
Indian doctors working with us. These young 
men and women have received scholarships 
for their medical education, and are fulfilling 
their obligations. 

Creighton-Freeman Christian hospital was 
established more than half a century ago, for 
the primary purpose of serving the women of 
India. Now with expanded facilities it serves 
all who come. 

THE STAFF 

Creighton-Freeman Christian Hospital 
Vrindaban, U. P., India 

YOUNG AFRICAN LEADERS RETURN 
An encouraging sign of healthy growth in 

the church here is the zeal with which so many 
of our African students are now returning from 
overseas to responsible and challenging jobs 
awaiting them. 

Each of our four secondary schools now has 
one of these leaders as its head; also our 
teacher-training school. 

Many members of the teaching staffs have 
been students overseas. 

\Ve praise God for all the sacrifices our 
churches at home have made to make such 
educational training possible. 

Some of t11C responsibilities previously car
ried by missionaries African leaders now are 
taking, such as director of the Christian center 
in Umtali, and director of the conference 
literature program. 

The hope of the church is in her young 
people. 

MILDRED TAYLOR 

P. 0. Box 8293, Causeway, Salisbury 
Rhodesia, Africa 

WIDE HORIZONS IN GANTA 
There are 20 different tribal tongues in tl1is 

country, which is about the size of Ohio. 
English is Liberia's national language. Within 
a radius of twelve miles there are ten literacy 
classes. 

The district evangelistic work includes 
nearly 80 villages in an area about 45 miles 
long. This work is carried on mainly by a team 
of nine Liberian evangelists and a missionary 
director. There are 9 church buildings on the 
district, but most of the evangelizing is done in 
mud huts belonging to chiefs. 

As baptism classes and membership classes 
go forward, new church buildings and parson
ages are constructed to serve a growing Chris
tian community. 

In addition to 300 patients at the leprosy 
colony there are 11 outstations within an area 
of ten miles. At the outstations 400 patients 
who have .arrested cases of leprosy are being 
given treatments every other week. 

p AUL AND BETTY GETTY 

Canta Methodist Mission 
c/o College of West Africa 
Monrovia, Liberia 

"THAT'S A CHANCE I NEVER GOT" 
There is something new in S. Joaquim, our 

country charge. It is a school with two 
teachers. 

Last year Ed began· to feel the great need 
for a school in this community, when he dis
covered that the nearest public school was too 
far away to be accessible to most of the chil
dren. 

During March, Ed worked to make the one
room Sunday school building of the Joaquirn 
Methodist Church adequate for school use. 

There was no difficulty in finding pupils. 
The school is functioning in three shifts-

morning and afternoon shifts for children, 
night shift for adults, with a total enrollment 
of 108. 

Two fine young girls, Regina and Lenir, 
have answered the call for service in this rural 
area, as teachers. 

"Preacher," said a father (to Ed), "I want 
you to know how grateful I am for the school. 
I've got six of my thirteen children studying 
there. It makes it a little hard on me not to 
have the bigger children out in the fields with 
me. But I'm proud that they can study. That's 
a chance I never got." 

EDWIN AND NANCY TIMS 

Caixa Postal 403, Campos, Estado do Rio 
Brazil 

STATISTICS IN BOLIVIA 
\Ve are noticing great strides forward in the 

church in Bolivia. There are new congrega
tions, new areas of work, new, trained national 
leaders, new depth in theological and sociologi
cal grounding, and a dynamic attitude among 
the leaders of the institutions and congrega
tions. A few 1965 statistics: Church member
ship, 3,100; organized congregations, 41; other 
preaching points, 96; national elders, 17; lay 
preachers, 154. 

JIM AND MAnILAINE JONES 

Escuela Metodista Panarnericana 
Trinidad, Beni, Bolivia, Cajon 2 

FARMERS AND FIELDS IN PAKISTAN 
We are introducing improved implements, 

orgamzmg cooperatives, conducting young 
farmers' institutes, and carrying on extension 
education in the fields with farmers. 

We are' pushing a new variety of Mexican 
wheat seed. \Ve are cooperating with the gov
ernment with a new variety of California cot
ton. Increases can be made also in corn and 
sugar cane. 

MAX LOWDERMILK 

4 Civil Lines, Khanewal, Dist. Multan 
West Pakistan 

"HOW CAN WE BE WISE ENOUGH?" 
In tl1is city alone we have 5,800 high school 

students. We feel that ilie Lord has led us to 
this new endeavor (ministry to youth), which 
is truly a work of faith. How can we be wise 
enough for these times? Will history record 
that the church rose to the challenge? 

This is our witness, yours, mine, and tlmt 
of the people in Sarawak. 

CHARLOTTE AND JIM HIPKINS 

Box 571, Sibu, Sarawak, Malaysia 

MUSICAL MINISTRY IN COSTA RICA 
Here in San Jose, Bill has confined his min

istry (while he is learning Spanish) to a musi
cal one. He plays his guitar and sings, not only 
during chapel at the Institute, but also at the 
Children's Hospital, and at the penitentiary, to 
which a team from the Latin America Semi
nary and the Institute goes each Saturday. 

BILL AND MARIANNE HUTCHINSON 

Centro Social, Apartado 446 
Monterrey, N. L., Mexico 

GIVE ME A SWEET GREEN MEADOW, LORD 
By Grace V. Watkins 

Give ·me a sweet green meadow, Lord, 
A brook andante-fair, 
Where I may spend a while with Thee 
In quiet, healing prayer. 
But, 0 my Lord, when I become 
Refreshed and strengthened, then 
Give me a passion to return 
Into the world of men, 
To bear the Word in street and mart, 
Thy love the light within my heart! 

WORLD OUTLOOK 



THEOLOGICAL TRANSITION IN 
AMERICAN l\iETHODISM: 1790-
1935; by Robert E. Chiles. New York, 
1965: Abingdon; $4.00. 

NEW DIRECTIONS IN THEOLOGY 
TODAY (Volume I), by William 
Hordern. Philadelphia, 1966: West
minster; paper, $1.95. 

WAIT WITHOUT IDOLS, by GABRIEL 
Vahanian. New York, 1964: George 
Braziller; paper, Sl.95. 

These three books, each in its own way, 
should help the seeking Protestant do some 
necessary theological homework and, thus, 
help him better understand the world in 
which he lives and the role that he should 
play in it as a twentieth-century Christian. 

Despite its scholarly title and the fact 
that it is a Ph.D. dissertation, Theological 
Transition in American Methodism pro
vides much needed discussion on how 
American Methodism has developed and 
changed from her original Wesleyan em
phasis on revelation, sin, and grace. The 
author has mastered his material and is 
able to communicate in a direct style that 
is both clear and accurate. He chooses 
three men-Watson, Miley, and Knudson 
-to illustrate how Methodism has de
fected from the Wesleyan viewpoint. This 
book is more than an academic study, for 
in his last chapter, "Toward a Practical 
Application," Chiles spells out in no uncer
tain terms what the transition through the 
writings of these men has meant ·in the 
practical life of the Church. He argues 
for a revitalization of Wesleyan theology 
maintaining that only through a new under
standing of the Wesleyan emphasis on 
revelation, sin and grace, will the people 
of God in this generation be equipped to 
face the broken and demonic forces of the 
present age and be enabled to fulfill their 
mission. This book should be required 
reading for all Methodists and for other 
Protestants who wish to better understand 
how "the people called Methodists" neg
lected vital areas of their theological life. 

William Hordem is the general editor 
of a new series by \Vestminster Press aimed 
at helping the busy pastor and layman to 
better understand the live options in theol
ogy today. , In the first five chapters, the 
author traces the current debates in reli
gious thinking, including the approach to
wards Biblical truth, the place of the Chris
tian message and history, and how Protes
tants differ among themselves regarding 
the nature of God and the response of man 
to Him. 

The last two chapters (on worldly Chris
tianity and theology in dialogue) are the 
most exciting in the book. He outlines how 
worldly Christianity has been approached 
by ~he leading theologians of our age (in
cluding Bonhoeffer, Daniel Jenkins, Harvey 
Cox, and Colin Williams); in the chapter 
on dialogue he centers on the "death of 
God" controversy and not only presents its 
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main points but shows its role in the fmm
ing of a new "Christian apologetic." Hor
dern asks one haunting question, "Is mod
em man still the old fashioned sinner 
dressed up in a space suit?" Regardless how 
one answers this query, this book will help 
the reader better understand what is go
ing on in the current theological debate 
and aid him in being a better informed 
participant. 

Although Wait Without Idols was pub
lished two years ago, it is now being read 
more widely, along with Vahanian's earlier 
book, The Death of God-The Culture of 
Our Post-Christian Era ( 1961, George 
Brazill er Press). ,For the author is clearly 
five or six years ahead of his time and the 
issues he raises are now being avidly dis
cussed, often less ably, by other current 
writers. In Wait Without Idols, he chooses 
works by Hawthorne, Melville, and Faulk
ner to discuss the relation between history 
and the eternal; he turns to Eliot, Auden 
and Saint-John Perse to open up what he 
calls "the best possible world"; and selects 
Dostoevski, Lagerkvist and Kafka as the 
interpreters of faith, reason and existence 
for our generation. · His final chapter, 
"Christianity in a Post Christian Era," sup
plements his opening pages that character
ize Christianity as being essentially icono
clastic. While this bare outline of his 
method might make him seem only for the 
intellectual elite, his book should prove to 
be a good tool for the informed layman 
who wishes to come to grips with the ten
sions of his faith and the world. A church 
study group could have a very exciting 
time by selecting one of the writers and 
analyzing what he has to say about man's 
life and faith, using Vahanian as the essen
tial guide. 

William B. Gould 

THE l\IISSIONARY INTRUDER, by 
Tracey K. Jones, Jr. Nashville, 1966: 
Scarritt College; 60 pages, paper, 
$1.00. . 
It is hoped that this slight book, compris

ing the 1965 Fondren Lectures, will re
ceive the attention that it deserves. Tracey 
Jones's examination of the contemporary 
missionary role, as outlined in this book, is 
unusually perceptive 'and constructive. He 

· not only presents the problems of the mis
sionary image in our time, but also points 
the reader toward some answers to the prob
lems. 

In the first chapter he focuses the read
er's attention on the Lordship of Christ and 
indicates how His Lordship is related to 
the human revolution. He states wisely 
that "Christians believe in a living God 
who is always remaking His world. He 
does so out of love. Too often we forget 
this truth. We need to remember that the 
deep spring from which Christian morale 
flows comes out of what we believe God 
is doing. To put the same point negatively, 
the reason for low morale is not fear or 
selfishness, but doubt." Thus, the problem 
is not to find courage, but to believe that 
God's plan for His whole creation is re
vealed in the revolutionary changes of the 
world about us. 

In the second chapter Jones discusses 
Christian integrity in the face of human 
tragedy. Our integrity, he maintains, comes 
from the Gospel and we reflect this in
tegrity as we proclaim, hear, and serve the 
Gospel even with our lives. 

In the third chapter he points to the mul
tiple revolutions of our time, including: the 
missionary, the liturgical, the theological, 
the humanitarian, and the ecclesiastical. He 
readily admits that these revolutions have 
just begun and points to them as ways in 
which the missionary task is vitally af
·fected. 

In the final chapter he deals with the 
problems of vocation and shows-as part 
of this-how the missionary task is still 
unfinished. The portrait of a man is very 
adroit, although some might question the 
qualities that he has selected. 

Church study groups should find Jones's 
book a stimulating analysis of the mission
ary's new role combined with an essentially 
optimistic view of the Church's task in an 
age of change. 

William B. Gould 

THE NEW THEOLOGIANS, by Ved 
Mehta. '· New York: 1966: Harper & 
Row; $5.95. 

Ved Mehta's glib "New Yorker" style 
battles it out with good religious insights 
in his discussion of the new theologians. It 
is questionable which wins the battle. If 
you are one who appreciates the eating, 
drinking, and family habits of today's lead
ing theologians interspersed with their 
arguments concerning the nature and place 
of God in a secular society, this is a book 
to enjoy and use as a supplement to other 
studies of the new theology. 

The author uses Honest to God Bishop 
Robinson as . a jumping-off point. Mehta 
leaps from those who have debated Honest 
to God to Tillich and then to Van Buren 
as a representative of the "death of God" 
theologians.' · 

In his second chapter, Mehta's jumping 
increased to include Vidler, Williams, Mac
kinnon, Ian Ramsey and last, but not least, 
Arthur Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of 
Canterbury (including the latter presuma
bly with the idea that two Ramseys are 
better than one). 

His third and final chapter, "Pastor Bon
hoeffer," has the most misleading title of 
all, for it deals with "religionless Christi
anity" after naming Dietrich Bonhoeffer as 
its posthumous father. Mehta includes in
terviews with Barth, Bultmann, and Bethge 
( Bonhoeffer's friend and biographer). As 
might be expected, there is more about 
these three B's than about Bonhoeffer. 
Again, this chapter will serve as an inter
esting potpourri for those who want to be 
"up" on the new theology without digging 
in. 

William B. Gould 

THE CONGREGATIONAL WAY, by 
Marion L. Starkey. New York, 1966: 
Doubleday and Co.; 342 pages, $5.95. 

This scholarly but readable book is a 
study of the Pilgrims and the Puritans who 
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combined to establish the Congregational 
vVay. This church stressed the autonomy 
of the local congregation and freedom from 
specific creeds and confessions. 

During the colonial period and early 
days of the republic, the Congregationalists 
exercised a predominant religious influence. 
They founded Harvard, Yale, Princeton, 
Dartmouth, Oberlin and dozens of other 
colleges and universities. 

Miss Starkey tells us about the stern 
preacher Cotton Mather, tl1e rebel Roger 
Williams, Jonathan Edwards, the abolition
ists and Congregational missionaries. She 
explains the factors which led to the loss 
of influence of the Congregationalists, such 
as the Plan of Union, which gave the ad
vantage to tl1e Presbyterians in the West, 
and the Unitarian schism. 

The author describes how the strict Cal
vinism of the Pilgrims and Puritans evolved 
into the liberal theology of today in which 
the doctrines of total depravity and predes
tination carry only historical significance. 
We see the depths of fanaticism in the Sa
lem witch trials as well as the idealism of 
the abolitionists. 

A few years ago the Congregational 
Christian Church merged with the Evan
gelical and Reformed Church to form the 2-
million member United Church of Christ. 

. The Congregation.al Way is the first in 
a series of books about major United States 
denominations to be published by Double
day. A good beginning. 

Ernest B. Boynton, Jr. 

GO, TELL IT EVERYWHERE, edited by 
Darryl L. Hunt, M.M. Maryknoll, N. 
Y., 1966: Maryknoll Publications; 222 
pages, $2. 

Subtitled "Modern Missions in Action," 
this is a volume of seventy-eight stories and 
experiences of Maryknoll missionaries, most
ly in overseas areas, but also in various parts 
of the U.S.A. There are some sixty authors 
of the brief chapters-most of them are mis
sioners who themselves had the experiences 
recounted. There are simple, and often mov
ing and heart-warming, stories of Catholic 
missions very close to the life of the people, 
packed with human interest, disclosing 
Christian workers who, though of another 
"fold" from ours, acknowledge the Shepherd 
of us all and seek to do His will. 

If you are a bit tired or discouraged by 
reading of missionary "problems," and statis
tics, and "strategies," the "pronouncements" 
of churchmen in high places, and the mass 
approach to human needs without visualiza
tion of the individual, this is a book you 
should read. Here are pictures and stories of 
missions working at the grass roots of human 
need. 

CHRISTIANITY AND RIV AL RELI
GIONS, by Charles R. Springer. Phil
adelphia, 1966: Fortress Press; 53 
pages, $1. 

That the Christian faith has many rivals 
in the lives of men-even among people 
who profess Christianity-is the base from 
which this study starts. The author is the 
pastor of Christ Lutheran Church, Toledo, 
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Ohio, and was formerly a missionary in India 
for nine years. 

Mr. Springer considers briefly not only 
how we can and should approach and share 
with those who profess such highly systema
tized religions as Hinduism, Buddhism, and 
Islam (including the Black Muslims), but 
also such pseudo-religions as humanism, 
communism, and secularism. Within the 
Christian faith many may consider the "lib
eral" and "conservative" viewpoints as al
most rival religions. 

It is important, the author believes, for 
every Christian-for any professor of any 
religion-,--to know what other faiths believe 
and teach, for only then can he know and be 
guided by his own. Man must seek for truth 
wherever it is to be found, and it may well 
be that God has given to other religionists 
some truth that can supplement or interpret 
that of his own. Indeed, if the "one world" 
in which we live is to be a functioning 
unity, we must understand something of the 
multitude of ideas, ideals, and beliefs that 
determine men's actions-especially those 
that differ from our own. 

How the Christian believer is to su;dy and 
relate himself to people of other religions, 
of pseudo-religions, and of differing under
standings within the Christian family, is the 
theme of most of the volume. Chapters are 
entitled: The approach to other faiths; The 
faith of others; Does the Bible give an an
swer? An affinity with other faiths; The 
unique Gospel; Both/ And. 

This is a good discussion of the why and 
the how to study comparative organized re
lions and their newer rivals that claim 
men's allegiance. 

THE YOUNG NEGRO IN AMERICA: 
1960-1980, by Samuel D. Proctor. 
New York, 1966: Association Press; 
160 pp., $3.95. 

The author, Dr. Samuel Proctor, is a 
former president of Virginia Union Uni
versity and the Agricultural and Technical 
College of North Carolina. He has held im
portant posts with the United States Office 
of Economic Opportunity, and in 1963 was 
named associate director of the Peace Corps 
in Washington. 

Dr. Proctor states his purpose in this 
manner: "The story of the historical antece
dents to February, 1960, makes-and has 
made-:--many other books. Our purpose here 
is to look at the young Negro who took that 
giant step in 1960, to assess his strength and 
his purposes, and to conjecture where he 
will be, let us say, in 1980 ... " This well
assembled book is a short-range forecast. 

Frank and honest in his evaluation of the 
many strategies and personalities involved 
in the Civil Rights movement, the author 
clearly delineates the picture and exposes 
the tempo and mood of the 1960 Negro col
lege student. Dr. Proctor compares him to 
the millions caught up in the futility of the 
ghetto. He attempts to see each subject in 
its proper perspective to the entire move
ment, taking into account the contributions 
of events that made possible the Negro col
lege stud.ents' sit-ins with their possible sub
sequent reverberations, as well as the rela-

tionship and contributions of other social 
movements. 

Ernest B. Boynton, Jr. 

VIET NAM WITNESS: 1953-66, by Ber
nard B. Fall. New York, 1966: Fred
erick A. Praeger; 364 pages, $6.95. 

For many, these are anxious days as \Ve 
attempt to understand whether the United 
States is morally justified in being in Viet 
Nam. 

The most obvious answer, of course, 
seems to be that we are simply living up to 
the commitments we made in the Southeast 
Asia Tr.eaty Organization (SEATO), name
ly, thaf an armed attack on any member 
would be regarded as a threat of the security 
of every other member. 

Nevertheless questions persist: is a threat 
to Viet Nam's security actually a threat to 
our security? If so, is armed intervention the 
sole answer to such a threat? 

Professor Fall contends that while there 
was a strong Communist element among the 
insurgents against the provisional South 
Vietnamese government established by the 
Geneva agreements of 1954, there were far 
stronger and more numerous elements of dis
gruntled South Vietnamese religionists, 
nationalists, and just plain rebels against the 
Diem regime. In a word, it looks very much 
as if the weight of American arms was 
thrown into what was essentially a civil war. 

Mr. Fall notes that the French signed the 
Geneva agreement, not the South Vietna
mese (nor did the United States, though it 
was a party to the convention as the South 
Vietnamese were not--officially, at any 
rate). Consequently, Mr. Fall says, the Ngo 
Dinh Diem government, almost from the 
outset, declared itself unbound by the re
strictions of the cease-fire agreement, while 
the North Vietnamese government felt 
bound. 

It was under the pressure of logic, Mr. 
Fall says, that the South Vietnamese govern
ment, on the eve of the general election 
provided for in the agreement, agreed to 
cooperate with the provisions of the agree
ment while still not considering itself bound 
by the agreement itself. In other words, it 
hoped to gain all the benefits of the agree
ment without undertaking any of the respon
sibilities those benefits entailed. 

As a result of all this, Mr. Fall says, there 
existed the spectacle of the South Vietna
mese and United States governments pro
testing the "violations" of an agreement 
which neither had signed and which the 
former did not consider binding upon itself. 

According to Mr. Fall it was after the dis
avowal of the elections and the Diem re
gime's reprisals against former enemy com
batants that guerilla activities picked up. 

While Mr. Fall's book does not answer the 
questions posed, the facts he presents cer
tainly suggest some very disturbing answers. 

Professor Fall, a Frenchman, is currently 
Professor of International Relations at 
Howard University. He has observed both 
the French and Americans in action in South 
Vietnam during six visits there since 1953. 
He has written six books about Viet Nam. 

Ernest B. Boynton, Jr. 
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(This editorial first appeared in January, 
1966. We are r11nning it again at this time 
because we believe tliat it still applies, with 
certain obvious corrections. We also believe 
tlzat the fact that it is still valid underscores 
the continuing necessity to halt the bombing 
of No1th Vietnam, deescalate the war and 
seek a political solution.) 

THE WAR NOBODY WANTS 
The agonizing war in Vietnam 

might be characterized as the war no
body wants. Leaders of both sides, 
from President Johnson to North 
Vietnam's Ho Chi Minh, have de
nounced the struggle. International 
figures, such as UN Secretmy General 
U Thant and Pope Paul VI, have ap
pealed for an end to the conflict. Yet 
despite such proclaimed unanimity 
of desire for peace, the war continues 
and grows and deepens in intensity. 

The fact of course is that both sides 
desire the war to end more or less on 
their own terms so that "peace" has 
ve1y different meanings in Hanoi and 
Washington. In the meantime, the 
war itself imposes its own iron logic 
so that the danger is that one side or 
the other finds itself in a situation it 
did not set out to create. 

We believe that this has happened 
to the United States with potentially 
grave results that are not as yet fully 
understood in this country. What we 
have in mind is the growing transfor
mation of the conflict from a civil 
war between Vietnamese (with both 
sides receiving assistance from out
side countries) to a full-scale war be
tween the United States and North 
Vietnam. 

The war in Vietnam is ultimately a 
political war and the final victor will 
be the side that wins the political 
victory. Our announced aim in aiding 
the South Vietnamese was to make 
possible a free political settlement. 
Due to a combination of circum
stances and mistakes, we have gotten 
further from this goal rather than 
nearer and are in danger of even 
further losing sight of what the final 
settlement must be like. 

It is difficult to say at what point 
the buildup of American troops in 
Vietnam crossed a mythical line and 
turned this from a Vietnamese into an 
American war. Whatever the point 
was, it should be celebrated by the 
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Chinese Communists as a day of feast
ing. For years, it has been the aim of 
Communist propaganda to picture the 
United States as an aggressive power 
bent on subjugating and destroying 
the small, underdeveloped nations of 
this world. Now, we can be made to 
fit this caricature and the fact that the 
reality is a good deal more compli
cated is not much help to us. Every 
photograph of American planes 
napalming a Vietnamese village is 
money in the Communist political 
bank. 

How, it may be asked, have we got
ten ourselves in. this plight and what 
possibility is there of our getting out 
of it? 

There are two attitudes that have 
cost us most dearly in Vietnam. The 
first is the well-known human tend
ency to confuse our wishes with 
reality. The consistently optimistic 
tone of official pronouncements about 
the situation in Vietnam over the 
years as contrasted with the facts 
makes instructive if melancholy read
ing. 

The second attitude that has caused 
us trouble is a disinterest in politics, 
with a resulting overemphasis on a 
military solution. It has been the 
peculiar genius of both the Chinese 
and Vietnamese Communists to make 
an artful synthesis of politics and war
fare so that they reinforce one an
other. This synthesis is not very pleas
ant but it works effectively. 

Here we come to perhaps the root 
misconception. Americans find it hard 
to really believe that ruthless regimes 

· can win. We are so certain that the 
people on our side are the "good 
guys" that we forget the old adage 
that "you can't beat '-something with 
nothing." Politically, by our support 
of repressive and weak governments 
in Saigon, we have come perilously 
close to trying to "beat something 
with nothing" in Vietnam and the end 
result is that the South Vietnamese 
government has become a shadow 
and the confrontation is between 
North Vietnam and the United States. 

This same moral absolutism and po
litical na'ivete has beset the American 
opponents of our policy in Vietnam. 
Criticism has become identified with 
two groups. First, there is a small 
group of leftists who reject American 
society completely and are therefore 
outside the mainstream of political 

debate. Secondly, there are the paci
fists who (with all due respect) often 
slide over the very real questions of 
the use of power. Both of these tend 
to an attitude of moral superiority 
which only serves to antagonize the 
bulk of public opinion. 

It is in this context that the recent 
policy statement by the National 
Council of Churches comes as a cou
rageous and sensible attempt to re
vive the political debate so sorely 
needed. It is a reminder that our pri
mary aim must be to seek a settlement 
rather than simply a military victory. 

We hope it has not come too late. 
Ah·eady, there are disquieting signs of 
a war psychology in the United 
States. According to the Louis Harris 
poll, one third of the American people 
now believe that demonstrations 
against our policy in Vietnam should 
not be allowed. The administration is 
talking of cutting funds for the much
heralded "great society" to further 
what appears to be yet another mili
ta1y escalation. 

Emotionally, this public mood is 
understandable. When relatives and 
friends are dying in a war, it is hard 
to think of much else. It is particular
ly hard to think about whether they 
should be fighting there in the first 
place. 

It would be foolish to say that there 
. is an easy way out of this bloody sit
uation. The North Vietnamese do not 
seem to want negotiations at this 
time. It is not probable that a cessa
tion of the bombings will bring a sud
den change in this attitude. Neverthe
less, we think it should be tried as 
part of an effort to recapture the po
litical initiative. Further escalation 
must be stoutly resisted, for the same 
reason. We must convince the world 
that our main goal is an end to this 
war and shift the burden of continu
ing in onto the North Vietnamese. 

We do not say this lightly. Men are 
dying in Vietnam and there will be 
immense public pressure to step up 
the war. This administration is hardly 
likely to forget what happened to the 
Truman administration over the Ko
rean War. But if we let our under
standable emotions guide our con
duct, we shall have truly forgotten 
what our professed aim is in Vietnam 
and succeed in destroying the moral 
principle we seek to defend. 
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Despite mechanization, the old ways of doing things still hang on. 

--,--.-,...--,--------..,----~.,...,.,----~---, 

' 

The new urban culture is moving in hut has not displaced the old economy. 
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In the Delta country of Mississippi, time often seems to have stopped. On its cotton 
plantations, rural Negroes work the fields like a picturesque illustration of the old 
South. 

In reality, this illusion is only that-an illusion. The plantation system is decay
ing and kept alive, if at all, by mechanization. The old order is going. What will 
take its place? 

In this situation, the ecumenical Delta Ministry has been working since 1964 to 
minister to the social, economic, educational and health needs of the area's poor 
Negroes. In that time, it has become the subject of hitter controversy over its 
methods and objectives. This controversy has by no means been quieted by the de
cision of two divisions of the Methodist Board of Missions (National Division and 
Woman's Division) to appropriate $130,000 to the Delta Ministry, with the enthu
siastic support of Mississippi Negro Methodists hut over the protest of white Mis· 
sissippi Methodists. Opponents accuse the DM of stirring class and racial strife. 
Supporters claim that DM has moved away from an irrelevant, old time ministry 
to "generate a new spirit and new hope among local Negroes" and that a ministry 
of reconciliation in Mississippi involves "helping the poor to gain enough self. 
confidence, articulateness, and power to negotiate on a basis of equality with the 
powers that be." 

Much of this argument has been on a theoretical basis without much concrete 
knowledge of a great deal of the work done by the Delta Ministry. Here are some 
pictures of some of its activities. 

This hoy lives in the shack (left) in the shadow of the ruins of an old plantation. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
BY 

KEN THOMPSON 
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Planting soybeans near "Freedom City;" Three hundred acres of soybeans have been harvested on the farm and sixty acres 
of winter wheat planted. 

THE DELTA IVIINISTRY ........ DISTURBER OF PEACE 
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Temporary plastic shelters were erected at "Freedom City" to house more than 
one hundred refugee plantation workers. It is open to . anyone willing to work, 
regardless of race. 
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The temporary plastic houses at "F~eedom City" were badly 
damaged last November when winds of near tornado force swept 
through the community. Emergency funds to provide repairs, 
food, clothing, blankets and bedding came from six denominations 
(including l\le.thodists and EUBs). 

•f .' ,;'r " ~--·:...'"'· . 1111:~ ...... -~-- - ~·., . . 
, _1: •• :.::~~ . ~ . 

After the wincl and rain storm last November, an inhabitant goes through the 
ruins of her house. 
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Home industries started at "Freedom City" have 
now spread to other points. They include 
Nativity sets, candies and pecans. 

These workers arc sanding Nativity sets. 
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Mother and child at "Freedom City." 

' ~ 

. '' , 

• 
These school children near "Freedom City" remind all of the important part that the Delta Ministry had in organizing the 
Head Start program in Mississippi. After an extended battle the controversial Child Development Group of Mississippi 
(CDGl\'I) has been refunded by the federal government. 
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l\'lr. Brooks talks with Amzic Moore and a 
friend about voter registration. l\'lr. l\'loore 
was one of the first Negroes in Mississippi 
to become active in this field. 
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TJJIE DELTA lV!INKSTRY
DIS'fURJBER OF PEACE 

Voter registration has been one of the 
Delta Ministry's projects. Here DM acting 
director Owen Brooks talks at a voter edu
cation meeting in a r _ural store. 
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Voting was a proud and happy experience for many Negroes who had never voted before. 

FEBRUARY, 1967 

A poll watcher in Cleveland. More Negroes voted in last Novem· 
ber's elections than ever before in the state's history. 
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A woman voter in Rosedale. 

The real ministry of the Delta Ministry is to people-people who have been rejected and repressed. 
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An example of the emergence of leadership among Mississippi Negroes is l\'.lrs. Fannie Lou Hamer of the Freedom Democratic 
Party. 

THE DELTA MINISTRY-DISTURBER OF PEACE 
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encounter 

TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY FRANCIS L. BROCKMAN 

Following Hurricane Inez and the path of destruction it cut through 
the Carribean last autumn, a volunteer team of Indiana Method
ists went to Haiti to aid in rebuilding. Here is a report on their 
work and on the always fascinating people of Haiti. Mr. Brock
man is a staff executive of the Methodist Committee for Overseas 
Relief. 
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It was 7:30 p.m. and dark when the 
Pan Am Jet landed at Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti, on Sunday evening, November 6, 
1966. I was going to Haiti under the 
auspices of the Methodist Committee 
for Overseas Relief (MCOR) to see a 
team of volunteers at work in the area 
damaged by hurricane Inez. 

Warm humid air surrounded me as I 
stepped from the cabin to join the few 
passengers straggling from the plane. 
To my surprise · I saw no airport, only a 
small building looking like a warehouse 
-which was exactly what it was, being 
used temporarily while a new airport is 
being built. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Shirer, Church 
World Service representatives in Haiti, 
were waiting at the gate and saw to it 
I was hastily moved through the desul
tory and informal custom arrangements. 
My lone suitcase retrieved, I was en
sconced in the rear seat of the . Shirer 
Volkswagen, and we started for Port-au
Prince, a city of 135,687 people, and the 
Shirer home high on the hill in Petion
ville where the night breeze is always 
cool. 

Haiti, with its 10,000 square miles, is 
about the size of Vermont or Maryland. 
Its four million people make it the 
most densely populated land in the 
Western Hemisphere, and its 90% illiter
acy rate makes it the least educated. Its 
population is largely Negro with only 
about 10% being mulatto, historically the 
elite. It is probably the only country in 
the hemisphere where neither the wheel
barrow nor the plow is generally used. 
The heavy hoe is the most common in
strument used in planting peas, millet, 
and yams which along with cassava 
(manioc), which is made into a tortilla
like bread, constitute a part of the staple 
diet of the people. 

At six o'clock on Monday morning we 
climbed into the jeep to drive to Jacmel, 
55 miles south of Port-au-Prince, and the 
heart of the area where hurricane Inez 
was the most destructive. No one h."tlows 
for sure, but it is estimated between 
300 and 1,000 people died as a result of 
the hurricane, and hundreds more were 
injured. Some were decapitated by 
sheets of corrugated metal, used for 
roofing, blowing about in the storm. 
Some lost arms and legs. Some in small 
boats at sea were never seen again. 
Some were crushed and some were 
buried. In some areas more than 50% of 
the housing was destroyed, 75% seriously 
damaged. 

Our driver was Sauveur and with him 
was John, a carpenter, and Michel, a 
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Pupils at a girls' school at Jacmel arc fascinated by American volunteer workers. 

minister, all Haitian and all going to 
help rebuild. It is 55 miles to J acmel. 
It took us six hours to get there. 

After the first few miles, roads were 
practically non-existent. While I am 
sure they were worsened by hurricane 
damage, I am equally sme this is largely 
normal for Haitian roads. :tvluch of the 
road was riverbed, and in the last 25 
miles we forded rivers 89 times-with 
the water often as high as. the floor of 
the jeep. Only once did we get sh1ck. 
People came from a nearby bus (which 
was also stuck in the river), from river
banks and valleys, waded into the water, 
and by dint of much shoving and shout
ing got us to land. 

J acme! is a town of about 9,000 in 
which there is a government hospital 
operated by Haitian Roman Catholic 
nuns. Church World Service, an inter
denominational channel of MCOR, 
agreed to send teams of volunteers in to 
help rebuild the damaged hospital build
ings. MCOR had recruited a team of 
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five men from Methodist churches in 
Indiana, the first to go to Haiti. The 
men were fanners and factory workers 
and small businessmen. There were two 
ministers, one of whom had been a car
penter. They were ghiing their time and 
skill; :tvICOR paid their e;1.IJenses. They 
were not there to do all the work, but 
to help the Haitians rebuild. 
. The Haitians received no money for 
their work-instead they worked for 
food. The food (some U. S., some 
CROP) was sent by Church World Ser
vice to Haiti to sustain workers and 
their families through a period of re
building. Increasingly, the emphasis of 
MCOR, like most other voluntary agen
cies, is upon food for work rather than 
food as a handout. The ·long-continued 
handout can only lead to a disintegra
tion of the moral fiber of independence. 
That hungry people must have food is 
indisputable. That they have it with 
dignity and honor is imperative. 

It was difficult for the team of volun-

teers coming from the lush land of In
diana and the comfortable homes of 
their communities to understand why 
the Haitians did not immediately on 
their own start rebuilding their de
sb·oyed hospital, homes, and villages. It 
would be difficult for any of us to un
derstand for few of us hover on the thin 
line of existence common to most Hai
tians. 

The peasant has his little plot of 
ground, an acre or two, on the side of a 
steep mountain slope. The soil is largely 
volcanic rock, and the once verdant trees 
have long since been used for firewood 
and lumber. The house is a frame of in
terwoven saplings plastered over with 
mud inside and out. The floor is mud, 
and the roof is thatch. It may cost twenty 
dollars to build for one must have lum
ber for door frames, and hinges for the 
doors and shutters. Handsome hand
made iron hinges are on sale at hardware 
stores for fifty cents a pair, and heavy 
iron hooks to hold open the shutters at 
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ten cents each, but even this is too much 
for the family whose annual cash income 
is less than $75. 

There is an emotional factor also, per
haps expressed in a popular Creole prov
erb: "If work were a good thing, the rich 
would have grabbed it all long ago." An
other is even more wry: "A rich Negro 
is a Mulatto, but a poor Mulatto is a 
Negro." There is a kind of passive ac
ceptance which comes with poverty and 
illiteracy. Your station in life is that of 
your father and grandfather, and you 
accept things as they are-poverty and 
politics, fate and fortune, station and 
status. Another proverb says, "A dog is 
a dog except when you are facing him; 
then he is Mr. Dog." Leaders come and 
go, dictators rise and fall, but the lot of 
the peasant remains the same. 

This attitude is more easily understood 
when you remember that for more than 
a century, through the 1700's, under 
French possession, Haiti supplied 
enough sugar for all of Europe, with cof
fee, indigo, cocoa and cotton not far 
behind, and that its annual export and 
import trade exceeded $140,000,000, 
dwarfing that of the thirteen American 
colonies. For this vast labor, the inex
haustible source of supply was Aflica, 
and slaves were shipped in by the tens 
of thousands. Many from the proudest 
tribes of Aflica were driven to the fields 
and factories with the whip. If they 
showed a disposition to protest, · they 
were Hogged to death upon the spot, 
buried alive, or honibly mutilated. 
Finally in 1804 the French were driven 
out, and Haiti was independent. But for 
more than a century the idea of work 
having been linked with the idea of 
slavery makes it difficult to teach the 
peasant that work can also mean free
dom. He continues to eke out his pre
carious existence upon his little plot, ap
parently, at least, oblivious to the world 
changing about him. 

Meeting in New York for brieB.ng be
fore going to Haiti, the B.ve team mem
bers were prepared to some degree for 
the conditions they would see. But even 
though some had seen need in other 
countries, it always comes as a shock to 
see it afresh. Eroded mountains and ten
uous roads; rocky river beds and rush
ing torrents. And the people everywhere: 
people carrying heavy burdens upon 
their heads, walking miles to market, re
turning at night along the pitch-black 
roads carrying a tin-can lamp with a 
kerosene-soaked rag for a wick. Naked 
little children with thin legs and dis
tended bellies. An old man with a gro-
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tesquely swollen leg covered with open 
sores partially wrapped in dirty rags. 
People spawned in need, and raised in 
poverty. 

The results of hurricane Inez were 
soon seen in the palm h·ees criss-crossed 
like jack straws along the ocean's edge, 
and bits and pieces of destroyed houses 
eve1ywhere. Everything was gone in one 
dwelling except the door frame. Looking 
through its lonesome outline was like 
looking into the eerie dead turbulence 
of a twilight zone. The giant hand that 
lifted the h·ees, felled the houses, and 
beckoned the boats into oblivion was 
no longer to be seen, but the capricious 
reminders of its fonnidable strength 
were everywhere. 

The stone walls of the hospital build
ings in Jacmel were still standing, but 
the twisted steel of metal roofs and the 
termite-weakened rafters were strewn 
from one end of the compound to the 
other. Seven patients had been killed, 
with the rest given refuge in other 
places. The Haitian nuns and the elderly 
doctor in charge were also staying else
where. 

Scarcely stopping to change clothes, 
the men picked up the salvageable metal 
sheets, straightened them out, and 
started repairing the only building en
closed enough for sleeping. This had 
housed patients who desired and could 
afford private rooms. There is a world 
of difference between a private room 
in a land of affluence and one of poverty. 
These were nanow little rooms with 
high ceilings and cement Boors. The ter
mite-eaten shutters opened wide to the 
omnipresent mosquitoes. A tired, nar
row bed with a weak flat spring was sur
mounted by even a narrower flat mat
tress. Bed clothing consisted of one 
slieet. A rickety, wooden chair, and a 
rusted metal washstand completed the 
furnishings. The small generating plant 
which provided electricity for the hos
pital had been destroyed. We used lan
terns and flashlights. There were hvo 
toilets in the building-both flushed by 
dint of much pouring of water from 
pails. 

The kitchen stove was the · floor and a 
bed of charcoal and sticks. The eating 
place was the open veranda and a large, 
rough table-the top of which was even
tually scraped dO\vn to the clean, bare 
wood, and scrubbed daily. The food was 
mostly dehydrated, boxed, and canned 
emergency-type rations. The . Haitian 
cooks, being unfamiliar with American 
food and American palates, developed 
menus which were gastronomically 

questionable, if endurable. Haitians and 
Americans ate the same food at the same 
table. 

As the days went by, the sun seared 
the men on the hot metal roofs as Hai
tian and American worked together. 
Every piece of timber and metal that 
was salvageable was used; in addition 
much new was bought. At the end of 
the day the Haitians picked up the left
over blocks and chips of wood, bound 
them into tiny little bundles, and car
ried them home for firewood. Nothing 
was wasted. Seven buildings were 
worked on, some needing all the roof 
structure rebuilt-frames, rafters, plates, 
joists, and some needing only the metal 
rooB.ng applied. A nearby school re
ceived a new roof, and the 400 students, 
reciting their lessons aloud, paid little 
heed to the noisy hammers of the busy 
men. But when school was over, they 
surrounded the workers, almost inun
dated them, chattering noisily in Creole, 
and smiling their warm and lovely 
smiles. 

It was, of course, good· for buildings 
to get new roofs. It was good for Ameri
cans, receiving no salary, to go to Haiti 
to work. It was good for all of this to be 
done under the auspices of the church, a 
new venture for MCOR, a pattern which 
may prove fruitful for further expeli~ 
mentation. 

But most important to the men from 
Indiana and the workers of Haiti was 
the relationship developed between the 
two. Neither was self-sufficient; each had 
need of tne other. · Conversations in Cre
ole and English may have been limited. 
But the job, well done, the quick grasp 
of a better way, an open disposition, and 
hard labor together..:._these bore their 
own witness, and their own fruits. Never 
again would the men from Indiana feel · 
quite so comfortable. And never again 
would the men from Haiti feel quite so 
alone. 

On the last night the team was there, 
the nurses brought them some wilted 
crackers-with cheese obtained from 
nobody knows where. They coached the 
cooks and helped them bake a fairly re
spectable cake, if you consider the open
fire cookery, and other somewhat less 
than modern equipment. There was a 
note also, and every man there knew 
how much more was meant than these 
simple words said: 

"We are very satisfay for the work that 
you are making for us. 
We thank you very much for your 
good . heart. 

The Sisters of the Hospital." 
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American volunteers and Haitians work together to repair hurricane damage to the hospital in Jacmel. 
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THJE ROJLJE 
OF THJE CHURCH 
IN THJE JEDUCATKON OJF 
THJE NJEWJLY AWAKJENJED .PJEOPJLJE 

By MATTHEW WAKATAMA 

Matthew Wakatama is a Lecturer in Education at 
the University College of Rhodesia and Nyasa
land. The former president of N ya tsime 
College, he is a distinguished 
Methodist layman. 

THIS is the era of our dawn in 
Africa. The place which was once 
called the dark continent is begin

ning to reshape the destiny of its peo
ple after a long period of slumber. 

The rapid social change now taking 
place in Africa is a vast revolutionary 
movement of ideas, institutions and peo
ple which in its immensity and complex
ity seems to defy analysis and descrip
tion. People are asking: "What is the 
explanation of this amazing awakening 
of the people of the non-western world?" 
The answer for me lies in the message 
of our Lord, "Go ye and teach all na
tions." Here is the missionary charter. 

FEBRUARY, 1967 

Behind all the romance and heroism of 
the thin red line of missions down the 
centuries stands Matthew 28, verses 19 
and 20. 

Educational policy is under criticism 
and review in many African countries. 
We feel we have been left behind by 
many countries of the world. 

In many developing countries educa
tion takes the foremost place in political 
policy· and propaganda. It is not surpris
ing that there should be a good deal of 
confusion of thought, much hankering 
after contradictory aims and impatience 
under inescapable limitations of re
sources. Education in this counh·y should 

be intimately interwoven with the life 
of the people and with their aspirations 
for their future development. Education 
is the effort, conscious or unconscious, 
of a people to perpetuate itself. 

Training in character is the most im
portant aim of education. The exercise 
of character involves the ability to see 
the variety of actions that is possible in 
a given concrete situation and the moral 
sensitivity to assess the nature of that 
which will best subserve the good. 

Education must also inculcate a re
spect for truth. Knowledge of many 
kinds is necessary for the right develop
ment of the African people. In Africa, 
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the temptation is to assume that the new 
is necessarily true and the old false. To
day the Church has a great responsibility 
to help the Afiican re-discover himself 
as a man, as an African, as a member of 
the human race. It is the historical role 
of churches to be the trail blazers in any 
ventures that affect the well-being of 
people. The churches have made the 
initial expeliments, have learned how to 
bring success out of failure, have been 
able to show the way, and have then 
handed over their achievements to gov-

- ernments who develop systems from 
these pioneer efforts. 

In the pioneer days the motives of 
the Church in education were mainly 
evangelistic. There was the desire to 
impart the teaching of the Bible to Afri
cans in the vernacular and to sing reli
gious songs in their own language. The 
Church also aimed at spreading Western 
civilization and ending the slave trade. 

The role of the Church is changing 
in many ways. The changes in material 
standards lead to more diffuse changes 
in mental outlook, revaluation of old 
concepts, evaluation of new ones. Peo
ple are groping for new standards of 
behavior in this fast-changing world. 
There is a powerful urge to assert an 
individual identity for which the past 
and its resilient traditions were offering 
little scope. With this urge came the 
demand for education, and not perhaps 
for its own sake, but as an essential tool 
to force an entry into a world of plenty 
and the seemingly boundless scope for 
individual ambitions. 

The gospel was the earliest catalyst of 
change. But its emphasis on individual 
value and its censure of fundamental 
traditional concepts and institutions con
tributed much towards the weakening of 
a society whose unity was largely based 
upon communal orientation and collec
tive efforts of its members in social, re
ligious and economic fields of activity. 

The Church has a responsibility to 
help people define the goals of a new 
political, economic and social life. It 
must contribute to the thinking about 
the pattern and new structure in educa
tion. The Church should help elaborate 
the conception of man and society which 
is needed to make the new patterns of 
life workable. It has to continue to per
form a ministry of love and service to 
those who find that they are more vibtims 
than masters of social change. 

I believe that education is one of the 
means in our situation which could be 
used effectively to influence people to 
think along lines of peace, racial har
mony and international co-operation. 
The school system in a developing coun-
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hy must aim at ending race prejudice if 
people of all races want to make Africa 
their permanent home. Cenh·al Africa is 
at the crossroads. \Ve need men who are 
big enough to put the interest of the en
tire nation first and their petty ambi
tions and self ~interest last. 

Education is one of the most power
ful instruments for forging internal co
hesion in a nation. If we truly want to 
build one nation in this counhy, we 
should educate our young together so 
that we build a nation not divided ac
cording to race or tribe. Education can 
bring our children together so that they 
can learn to understand each other at 
an early age. The reason black and white 
fear each other is that they have not 
J...11own each other. By educating the 
young of our society in isolation we are 
creating a chasm which will take many. 
years to bridge. 

In the eyes of young Africans, Chris
tianity has played an ambiguous role. 
It introduced new ideas and gave new 
meaning to life while shattering the 
unity of the old society, but it offered 
no new framework for community or in
dividual life. Hence, they say, "The 
Christian enterprise which was once 
sure of its role as a prime mover and 
which did. in fact inspire so much social 
change is at present spiritually, as well 
as psychologically, overwhelmed by 
rapid developments in society, and the 
very \i\lestem civilization which for
merly seemed such a sure guide for so
cial change is today the source of a great 
part of its spiritual and moral confusion." 
The Church has a vital role to play in· 
social education. 

Another aspect of education in a de
veloping country is adult education. 
Adult education is as old as the churches 
in Central Africa. The early missionaries 
carried our limited adult education pro
grams through Bible classes and Sunday 
schools. But the growth of towns, indus
try and voluntary organizations through 
the years lias given impetus to the devel
opment of adult education, as we see it 
today. 

In Cenhal Africa adult education is 
concerned with remedial education aris
ing from the problem of lack of balance 
in the formal system of education. The 
Southern Rhodesia Christian Council has 
rightly undertaken adult literacy work. 
The churches should take a keen inter
est in this work although I believe that 
adult education in developing counmes 
is a government responsibility. 

The role of adult education in a coun
try at a certain period of time depends 
upon the aspirations of its people, their 
values and their social and cultural 

norms. The function of adult education 
is to provide an educational service to 
the people to enable them to achieve 
what they aspire for. It is the task of 
adult education to equip the people with 
the skill, knowledge and information 
which may help them to solve their 
problems and move forward towards 
their goal. The Church has a responsi- · 
bility to help people arrive at these 
goals. 

Another important aspect of adult 
education is the education of women. 
The women are the . last bastion of 
backwardness and, at the same time, 
the vanguard of change. Mr. Nehru, the 
late Prime Minister of India, once 
said, "In order to awaken the peo
ple, it is the women who have to be 
awakened. Once they are on the move 
the household moves, the village moves 
and the whole country moves." Social 
development through the family and 
home depends to a large extent upon 
the active participation of women, such 
as can only be achieved when women 
have ample opportunity .for training. 
The churches are playing an important 
role in accelerating social and economic 
changes through women's classes and 
clubs. 

The recruitment and training of vol
untary workers is an immediate neces
sity. Teachers, social workers, and edu
cated women in the church should be 
made aware of the work to be done in 
the field of informal education and it 
should be presented to them as a chal
lenge rather than as a dreary duty. 

Says the Right Rev. D. R. Lamont in 
Education for Reality in Africa: "We 
educate for reality when we acknowl
edge and accept in practice the hier
archy of being established by our Crea
tor, the primacy of the spiritual over 
the material, the supereminent dignity 
of man as God made him-Man, God's 
image, man immortal soul, man · re-

. deemed. We educate for reality when 
we teach the unity and solidarity in 
Christ and Redemption of the human 
family, when we open our eyes and look 
on a real world in which we find no 
lasting city but are as pilgrims passing 
on our way. \Ve face reality when we 
recognize that on our pilgrimage we 
must meet and deal with other men 
who are as wmthy of respect as we are; 
when we deliberately and with full 
moral consciousness, learn to adapt · our
selves to the real circumstances which 
change the social and political scene 
from day to day; looking before and 
after, we behave with the measured 
prudence which is the mark of the fully 
integrated man." 
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"Ce1tainly every new age and each new generation presents a challenge of adjustment and response to the Church ." 

MOTKVATliON for Church Renew-al 
By BONNEAU P. MURPHY 

Dr. Murphy is Assistant General Secretary · for . Church Extension of the · National Division 

W E are told that the Church is 
desperately in need of renewal 
today. Ce1tainly every new age 

and each new generation presents a 
challenge of adjustment and response 
to the Church. In our age, the cyberna
tion revolution and the "information ex
plosion" represent challenges to con
frontation. 

Adjustment to these challenges is the 
concern of those who are calling for 
church renewal. Each advocate pro
ceeds from a concept of the nature of 
the Church and a judgment of its 
present achievement in relation to its 
task. 'There are so many voices in this 
pop•.1lar choir that not all is harmony. 

The first singers call for relevance to 
the emerging age. The Church must be
come aware of the meaning of the 
twentieth century. (Kenneth Bould
ing) One of the first duties of the Chris
tian Church is to recognize that the 
future is upon us-we must be con
temporaneous. (Roy L. Smith) The 
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confusion of belated response is com
plex and profound. Our power and con
trol over things has escalated but we 
feel uneasy and fear the future. (Samuel 
H. Miller) The public spheres of social, 
economic, educational and political life 
will have to pi"ovide the main fields of 
ministry for the servant church in the 
coming decades. (Gibson Winter) The 
rise of urban civilization and the col
lapse of b·aditional religion are the two 
main hallmarks of our era and are 
closely related movements. (Harvey 
Cox) The most comprehensive state
ment of the relation of Christianity to 
the pervasive technological advance 
known to me is made by Arend Th. van 
'Leeuwen in Christianity in World His
tory. There can be no doubt about the 
radical social transformations religion 
must face today. 

Secondly, it is clear that the Church 
must .reform its concept and practice 
of mission today. Too often we pose 
for ourselves numerical goals which be-

come· the substitute for our reconciling 
thrust into the world. (Robert A. 
Raines) People are asking not, "Where 
shall I learn to believe?" but rather, 
"Where can I find credible witnesses?" 
(Helmut Thielicke) Despite enormous 
expenditures of money, a well-trained 
clergy, modern religious paraphernalia 
and high powered mimeograph ma
chines, the churches have failed to com
municate a Christian understanding of 
life in the American community. (Gib
son Winter) The role of the Church in 
response to urban renewal must be that 
of catalyst, intermediary, promoter and 
critic, watchdog, loyal opposition and 
public conscience. (George D. Younger) 
The handicap of the Church is its bur
den with pietism which stresses devo
tional exercises and practices in a flight 
from involvement in society's ills. (Sid
ney Mead) The servant Church is a 
fellowship of those who are conscious 
of their freedom to constitute the future. 
(Gibson \;\,linter) The Church must 
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" .. : God is the poet of the world . ... " 

touch the maximum number of people in 
the community through minimal means. 
(Martin E. Marty) 

Above all, this witness calls for a 
stress on the third call for renewal: the 
involvement of the laity. Laymen have 
become the frozen assets of the Church. 
(Hendrick Kraemer) Involvement with 
organized religion is a Christian voca
tion, but many may find their vocation 
outside the organized Church. (Peter L. 
Berger) The thoughtful laymen often 
feel that the churches are far more con
cerned to. defend hoary h·adition than 
to follow the moving light of new in
sights and understandings, far more con
cerned to defend historic language 
than ·to discover trnth. (Leslie D. 
Weatherhead) The embodiment of the 
Church in contemporary society will be 
an apostolate of the laity in the world. 
The training of an apostolate has to 
occur where the laity find themselves 
engaged in worldly responsibilities. 
There will be auxiliary help from the 
ministry. The day of lay witness pro
claimed at the Reformation has now . 
dawned upon the Church with new 
promise. . 

The necessity of ministerial effective
ness in promoting lay participation is 
the fourth phase of renewal stress. The 
new role of the minister is not that of 
priest, preacher and evangelist but of 
pastoral direction in building and edify~ 
ing the Church. (H. Richard Niebuhr) 
Protestantism stands before a rubbish 
heap of dead words. (Helmut Thielicke) 
There is very grave danger that the 

26 [ 78] 

shepherd of the flock shall become the 
petted lamb. (Charles Ray Goff) Minis
ters experience estrangement from the 
forces that are disrupting the lives of 
those to whom they minister. W11ile 
ministers are skilled at counseling there 
is a certain futility in siphoning off the 
efforts of the clergy in the Reid of coun
seling when the issue goes deeper to the 
dislocations which follow upon tech
nological change. While the minister 
cannot turn away from the needs of the 
residential community where personal 
equilibiium, emotional adjustment and 
the care of children in family life re
quire attention, he must become active 
in the public sphere. (Gibson Winter) 
The frustrations of the modern over
worked clergyman are many, but most 
of all he is in need of a renewal of 
motivation which arises from his concept 
of God at work in his life and ministry. 

Among those calling for renewal there 
is consistent criticism of the institutional 
Church. It is affirmed that the immov
ableness of the institution has resulted 
in the displacement of the Church today. 
(Martin E. Mmty) The institutional 
cri.sis of Christianity has resulted from 
its preoccupation with private concerns 
while the forces that are shaping human 
destiny dominate the public realm. 
\~7hile there is intense religious activity 
there is spiritual emptiness because the 
Church has substituted religious struc
tures and authorities for the Gospel. The 
emergence of the servant Church is es
sential because it struggles against the 
inclination of the Church to absolutize 
its own structures. The secularization of 
the world provokes an institutional crisis 
in the Church because a secularized 
world finds the locus of salvation in the 
field of historic responsibility. (Gibson 
Winter) 

A final objective of the reformers is 
to remake the theological base of the 
Church. Leslie D. Weatherhead writes 
for the "Christian Agnostic" by which 
he means a person who is immensely 
attracted by Christ and who seeks to 
show His spirit but feels that he cannot 
honestly and conscientiously "sign on 
the dotted line" that he believes certain 
theological ideas about which some 
branches of the church dogmatize. Bish
op James A. Pike advocates a theological 
revolution to help the outsider secure 
some freedom from the burden of buy
ing the whole package instead of the 
more plausible restated essentials of the 
Christian faith. The de-mythologizing 
process in Bible study has an advocate 
in Schubert M. Ogden who goes beyond 
Bultmann in proclaiming a Christology 
which in its deepest reaches is nothing 
less than the God-man relationship that 
is ·the essential reality in every human 

life. The proclamation of the place of 
deity in contemporary life has moved 
from neo-orthodoxy through the follow
ing "radical theologians" on the Ameri
can scene: Thomas J. J. Altizer, vVilliam 
Hamilton, Gabriel Vahanian and Paul 
van Buren. These men represent the 
"Death of God" view and have let loose 
a blast of air in the interment process. 
\Vhat we believe or do not believe about 
God determines what can be done about 
the renewal of the Church. . 

T
HIS hop-skip-and-jump audi
tion of voices from selected 
advocates of church renewal 
about relevancy, witness, lay 
participation, the ministry, in
stitutionalism and theology 

can but remind us of the extent of the 
participants in the modern chorus. The 
Church accords these a serious hearing 
even as we recall that the process of 
change in institutions is agonizingly 
slow. 

The pressing task, I believe, is not 
so much to renew, to restore, or to make 
relevant, but to develop and supp01t 
creative leadership. Creativeness is the 
unmatched unique and original foun
tainhead from which could arise new 
inspiration in religious life. Such leaders 
will have the capacity to grow in their 
capabilities. They will display evidence 
of the dedication of energies and the 
capacity for sustained work and concen
tration. It is said, "He who would do 
some great thing in this short life must 
apply himself to the work with such 
concentration of forces as to idle specta
tors, who have only to amuse themselves, 
looks like insanity." 

Every creative act goes beyond the 
routine in some fashion, yet is achieved 
only by those who · diligently pursue it. 
Rembrandt once said, "Try to put into 
practice what you already know, and in 
so doing, you will, in good time, dis
cover the hidden things you inquire 
about. Practice what you know and it 
will make clear what you do not know." 

One ingredient in the development of 
c1'Cative ideas is the acceptance of a 
challenging goal to be achieved. The 
will must be brought to bear in the 
serious study of all avenues of approach 
to this achievement. 

Another ingredient is the use of open
ness to the messages of the whole mind, 
and this includes whatever we mean by 
the subconscious. Among the conditions 
to which every innovator must submit 
is the necessity for patience. Bertrand 
Russell has remarked upon the fruitless 
effort he used to expend in trying to 
push his creative work to completion by 
sheer force of will, before he discovered 
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the necessity of waiting for it to find 
its own development. Sir Isaac Newton 
labored for 17 years in the discovery of 
his creative contributions. 

The most important featme of the 
creative process is the sense of divine 
empowcrmC'nt. Here indeed is its moti
vation. The great failure to achieve crea
tive religious functioning may be at
tributable to a sterile theology which 
posits a static God, condescending to 
the world. " 'orse still is the failure to 
achieve a concept of deity which min
isters to man. 

One is nurtured by a faith that there 
is felt in immediate personal experience 
an awareness of the process of creativity. 
Alfred North Whitehead, the great phi
losopher Harvard borrowed from Eng
land for thirteen years, said that only a 
philosophy of organism could adequate
ly describe the universe in which this 
awareness could take place. He means 
that experience moves us from the little 
we know to the ultimates or universals. 
This is a dynamic process and any phil
osophical system which is consistent and 
coherent must move from immediate 
e>..-perience. Process in reality is a crea
tive advance in which feelings are inte
grated, actual life e:q)eriences grow to
gether toward a culmination and best of 
all, God is affected by and affects events 
through human experience in the actual 
world. This is the work of what Chris
tians call the Holy Spirit. 

In the background of thii; dynamic 
process it is affirmed that God presup
poses etcmal values. He is the sole 
ground of man's aspiration for higher 

values in each moment of conscious life. 
In every moment there is given to God 
a world that has in part determined its 
own form and that is free to reject in 
pa1t the new possibilities of ideal real
ization he offers. God's providential love 
is expressed through a tender care that 
nothing he lost. 111e events of the present 
world are used by God to transform and 
redeem. 

In further elaboration of this motivat
ing process 'Vhitehead describes five 
elements of the religious response as: 
worship, adventure, meaning, compan
ionship and peace. 111ere is involved in 
this discussion an ex-planation of the 
meaning of the experience of adventure 
(for which another name would be as
piration). John B. Cobb, Jr. interprets 
this with wmm sensitivity in his recent 
hook, A Christian Natural Theology. If a 
culture has achieved some high fmm 
of beauty or value it can repeat the 
process. Such reproductions have real 
value but they begin to grow stale. 
There is a loss of zest and intensity, 
resulting in cultural decline. What is 
needed is the commitment to a new 
ideal of perfection, as yet unrealized and 
not subject to immediate achievement. 
If this ideal seizes the imagination it 
inspires a new vigor of effort. 

In this aspiration the great and won
derful thing is that God is the lure to
ward its ideal realization. 111is lure is 
toward a good partly to be realized in 
the immediate satisfaction and partly 
realizable only in the future. 'Vhatever 
value might be realized in the immediate 
present and the . proximate future, God 

env1s1ons possibilities of infinite variety 
in conb·ast to those presently attainable. 
Says Cobb: "He who is captured by the 
vision of such possibility and he alone 
will respond to the call of adventure. 
Thus God is the urge to aspiration (ad
venture) and the ground of the possi
bility of the response." Hence man is co
creator with God, when he desires to be. 

Again, God is the poet of the world, 
leading it with tender patience by his 
vision of truth, beauty and goodness. 
:Man's response of trust in the self-justi
fication of beauty introduces faith , where 
reason fails to reveal the details. TI1is 
comes actually as a gift of God, largely 
beyond the control of purpose. Our Lord 
the Galilean brings further assurance of 
this gift. God's love is shown in His 
presence (as the Holy Spirit) in the 
Church by its unity and power when it 
is truly creative. 

This then is the motivation for crea
tivity in religion-the acceptance by re
ligious leaders of a divine power immi
nent in human aspiration. 

Finally, there is included in the clos
ing words of 'Vhitehead's Process and 
Reality these luminous sentences: "God 
is the infinite ground of all mentality, 
the unity of vision seeking physical mul
tiplicity. 111e world is the multiplicity of 
finites, actualities seeking a perfected 
unity." If we thirst let us drink at this 
fountain in search of creativity, that the 
Church may indeed be made servant to 
an age of bewildering complexity and 
in the building of a Kingdom of love to 
which our Lord Christ called all who 
would say "Yes." 

"God's providential love is expressed through a tender care that 11otlzi11g be lost." 
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This scene of destruction and wrecked automobiles is before the Church of Santa Croce, one of the hardest hit areas. 

28 [ 80] WORLD OUTLOOK 



Interior of the Church of Santa Maria 
Novella as the waters recede. 

FLORENTINE FLOODS 

FEBRUARY, 1967 

HIT CHURCHES, 
PEOPLE, ART 

The recent floods in northern Italy, par
ticularly in the city of Florence, did in
calculable damage to art works and manu
scripts, also to homes and businesses. 

Among those affected were members 
of the small Protestant community in 
Florence. Like their neighbors, they lost 
either all that was in their homes or their 
means of earning a livelihood. 

The Methodist Church in Florence, 
housed in a 900-year-old building has had 
its main floor cracked and the pulpit, 

· harmonium, and pews dislodged. The Meth
odist Committee for Overseas Relief has 
sent funds for immediate repairs. 

Pope Paul VI expressed the world's con
cern when he went to the stricken city 
for Christmas. 
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(Left) The arts and crafts of contemporary 
Florence were also hard hit, as shown by 
this leather purse and mannequin's head. 
(Center) The most dramatic loss was the 
destruction of the famed Crucifixion by 
Cimabue. (Right) The streets were coated 
with mud and oil. (Extreme Right) Hun
dreds waited to receive food outside city 
hall, under famed statues by Michel
angelo and Cellini. 
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In changing neighborhoods, what is 
the reaction of the church? 

THJE 
UNEASY 
PUlPIT 

By GIL S. JOEL 

Pretend that you are a minister. You 
have just been given a pulpit in a large 
American city. Your church has a mem
bership of 640, and just about any one 
of them will describe the neighborhood 
as "nice." And "nice" is exactly the right 
word, for your parishioners live in one 
of the quietest residential sections of 
the city. True, the section is aging: it 
was, after all, built in the '20s when 
two-story gingerbread houses were the 
rage. But the people have kept their 
homes in fairly good repair, for most 
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are either the original owners or their 
children. At least to all appearances, 
everyone knows and generally likes 
everyone else. As a man of God, 
wouldn't you say that was "nice"? 

Now of course there have been rumors 
-but nobody really believes them. All 
the real estate agents in the city-the 
reputable ones-know that this neigh
borhood is too good and too well settled 
to ruin. 

Only two people in the neighborhood 
know how true the rumors are. One of 

the two is "Mother Witch" Cranshaw. 
She earned her nickname by screaming 
at the kids who dared come near her 
house, by wearing her widow's weeds 
for the past twenty years, and by keep
ing an uncountable number of stray cats 
-many of them black. 

The ot·her person who knows is you. 
At this point you should be told 

more about yourself. Although you don't 
look it, you are in your mid-forties. You 
and your wife have two sons, both away 
at college. The fact that your children 
are grown was very imp01tant in the 
bishop's decision to give you this par
ticular pulpit. You have been pastor of 
five other churches, all very much like 
this one. Looking back on your life, you 
cannot understand what qualified you 
in the eyes of the bishop to cope with 
the events to come. You haven't had a 
close Negro friend since your seminary 
days. You have taken no part in the 
civil rights movement. Why were you 
called to a church in a neighborhood 
about to undergo racial change? 

You will ask yourself this question 
many times in the days to come. 

The final important detail is that you 
are a Methodist and as time pas~es you 
will find strength and support for what 
you must do in the Social Creed of The 
Methodist Church. Also, many of the 
situations you face are revealed in a 
study by the Research and Survey Divi
sion, Methodist Board of Missions. The 
study, published in book form under the 
title "The Church in the Racially Chang
ing Community," was made and. au
thored by Robert L. Wilson and James 
H. Davis. It will be quoted often as your 
story unfolds. 

Upon giving you your new assign
ment, the bishop had warned: "There 

· will be an explosion there soon. It cannot 
be avoided. The Negro ghetto just south 
of the area is spilling over with people. 
Not only is the population growing by 
birth rate and influx from rural com
munities, but there was recently a large 
fire which burned out something like 
two hundred families. Now, these peo
ple live in tenements, doubled up with 
relatives and friends, but not all of them 

. are destitute. They can afford · to buy 
homes, and the area around your new 
church seems to be the most likely place 
to buy into. The white neighborhood is 
turning gray in more than one respect. 

"Yes," continued the bishop, "the place 
is certain to change, and your church 
will have to be ready. It will have to 
decide whether it will change with the 
community or remain exclusive. It might 
even decide to move. You'll have to help 
them make the best decision they're able 
to make." 

How can you help your congregation 
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make a decision you have never had to 
make for yourself? At first this question 
comes only from your own heart. But 
before many weeks it vibrates through 
half your parish, for soon the news is 
out: "Mother 'Witch" Cranshaw has sold 
her house to Negroes. 

Your church's first official board meet
ing after the news breaks is even worse 
than you have feared. Committee re
ports are given in flatter monotone than 
usual, with longer gaps of silence in 
between. The subject, to dominate the 
Church's thoughts to its death, is raised 
by the chairman of Christian Social Con
cerns: "I suppose," he begins hesitantly, 
"my commission should have the board's 
feelings on this thing that's happening 
here. \i\Tould you want us to make a sur
vey or somethi . . . ?" His voice trails 
away. 

The board president responds slowly: 
"In my opinion the thing to do is 
nothing. Our church is happy and, ac
cording to Stewardship and Finance, 
solvent. Those people wouldn't be com
fortable here anymore than they'll be 
comfortable in our community. The 
worst thing we can do is push the panic 
button. Don't you think so, Reverend?" 

You look across the long rectangular 
table. \~7hat <lei you think? Can a Chris
tian do nothing? Can he pretend that 
new people in a communit)r aren't there? 
Can a minister close his heart or his 
church to them and witness for Christ? 

After an awkward pause, you begin: 
"I believe it is our Christian obligation." 

"To protect our children, our homes 
and our schools," your sentence is ended 
firmly by the buxom president of WSCS. 

'Tm afraid I don't follow you," you 
reply. 

"I do!" declares the Stewardship and 
Finance chairman. "\i\Te have more than 
our church to consider." 

Let us now tum for elaboration to 
the \i\Tilson-Davis Study which canvassed 
more than sixty churches in racially 
changing communities in twenty-two 
cities. Says the Report: 

"The individual living in the com
munity described above has many roles. 
He may be a church member, a business
man, a parent, and a homeowner. His 
course of action· in a given situation 
will be influenced by these various roles. 
The manner in which a person reacts 
in his role as a church member will be 
influenced by the way he views himself 
in his other roles. 

"In tum, the racially changing com
munity influences the individual in· many 
ways. It may affect his business. It will 
ce1tainly affect the value of his house-if 
not the actual selling price, at least the 
desirability of living in the house. The 
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changing neighborhood may cause anx
iety about the quality of education his 
children will receive when classrooms 
become overcrowded and over\vorked 
teachers leave for less turbulant jobs.'' 

This in effect is what the majority tell 
you at the official board meeting. They 
register fear: fear that their community 
will change and no longer be "nice"; fear 
that the future of their children will be 
threatened by inadequate education and 
an increase of crime in the streets; fear 
that they will have to move out at great 
financial loss to themselves; fear that 
the church they have supported so 
loyally through the years will be im
potent in this time of stress. 

What had you done to elicit this 
violent outburst? You had quietly sug
gested that the church adopt an open 
door policy should events prove that the 
community was indeed about to under
go a racial change.· 

The Wilson-Davis study proves you 
correct. According to the report, church
es in a racially changing community can 
elect to do one of three things: they 
can close their doors and sell out; they 
can decide to keep to themselves and 
not evangelize among the new arrivals; 
they can open their doors to all without 
regard for race. 

Frustrated and afraid, they lash out 
at you, saying things they would never 
say to' a minister at more tranquil times: 

"It's okay for you to talk. \i\Te own 
your house." 

"Your kids are grown up and away 
from here.'' 

''You have no stake.in our community. 
vVhat happens to us when you move?" 

You can stop pretending now. You're 
not a minister anymore. You're an or
dinary person: a churchman, a parent, a 
businessman, a homeowner. You can re
lax and enjoy your "nice" church and 
your "nice" community regardless at 
which end of racial change they happen 
to be. Christ is safely back in Christmas 
where he won't disturb anyone. 

God lives. Do you? 

What happens when a white congregation opens its doors to Negroes? This is the 
Wilson-Davis report. 

"When this study was undertaken, the researchers hoped to discover communities 
which had become stabilized with an interracial population. None were found which met 
this ideal. An integrated community lasts only as long as the white residents remain or if 
white families move into a changing community. Unfortunately, neither happened in any 
of the communities we studied. 

"The church which stays in the racially changing neighborhood and develops an inter
racial congregation passes through three distinct phases in relation to its community. 
When the congregation and the neighborhood both are comp~sed of white persons, the 
church and its community have many values in common. The church lends ideological 
support to values which are held by the community in general. 

"But when the neighborhood begins to change from white to Negro, there is a conflict 
of values between church and community. The residents of the community react in ways 
which are designed to preserve the neighborhood from the incoming Negro group. A 
congregation which stays in a racially changing community and ministers to all residents 
despite opposition from the community is a church in mission. It develops a profound 
sense of purpose an_d unity. Its concern is to witness to all men, regardless of race or 
economic status, in spite of pressure brought upon it. Its members must not 6e hurt 
by slammed doors and unkind comments. 

"As the neighborhood completes its change from white to Negro the congregation 
eventually loses its inclusiveness and becomes another all-Negro group in a Negro com
munity. Many of those who had been a part of the church during the period of transi
tion expressed disappointment that the sense of mission which they experienced at that 
time was ultimately lost. 

"When both the community and the neighborhood are Negro, the church tends to 
regain its harmony with the ideals of the community. These ideals may differ somewhat 
from what they were when the area had only white residents, but the relationship will be 
similar to that of the white church to its own community. 

"In other words, the church starts as a white congregation which to a degree is in 
harmony with the ideals of its community. As the neighborhood changes the congregation 
develops a sense of mission if it sets in effect its true course and witnesses to a neighbor
hood whose ideals it cannot condone. When finally both the church and community are 
made up of Negro people, the church again shares many of the ideals of the general 
community. Its deep sense of mission is lost as it becomes a more 'normal' church again." 
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HIGHLAND 
EXODUS 

By LARRY L. HOTH EM 

UNTIL RECENTLY, South America's 
seven million altiplano-dwellers were 

called the "forgotten people.". Pure Que
chua and Aymara Indians, they are de
scendants of the once-mighty Inca Em
pire. Long before recorded history they 
lived quietly in the high valleys and 
plains of Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and 
Bolivia. 

Their villages-many of them settled 
before the Spaniards came-huddle on 
the endless sweep of the altiplano, the 
vast arid plains eight to fifteen thousand. 
feet above sea level. The families earned 
a few dollars a year tending sheep, 
llamas or cattle; a good year might mean 
extra crops to sell. Few adults learned 
Spanish, for they preferred the old In
dian dialects. 

Traditionally individualistic, the In-
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dians had no champion for social refo1m, 
and no publicity spotlight focused on 
their many problems. The domain of the 
Indians-far removed from urban cen
ters of commerce and education-fur
ther increased their isolation. The orig
inal citizens of South America kept their 
distance from national life, attracting at
tention only when an epidemic or land
slide wiped out a village somewhere. 

Far from being happy natives of 
cloud-islands, the Indians lived in almost 
unbelievable pove1ty. Fields long 
drained of nutrients gave tiny yields. Po
tatoes-which originated in the Andes 
-were of lower quality and often more 
expensive than in other areas. Animals 
were gaunt and no veterinarian visited 
the stone conals behind the huts. At 
night, the typical six-member family 
crowded into houses of earth, stone and 
straw, sharing the fireplace heat with 
domestic animals. 

Handmade clothing, the yam spun 
from sheep and llama wool, did little to 
hold back the evening chill. Sparse meals 
kept the Indians constantly undernour
ished. As many as half the children died 
from smallpox, tuberculosis, whooping 
cough and parasitic diseases before they 
were old enough to walk and become an 
asset in the fields. Vitamins, farm ma
chinery, hybrid seed and vaccinations 
were words without meaning. 

The system was kept alive only with 
the aid of artificial stimulants in the 
form of home-made barley liquors and 
coca. The use of coca, a tea-like leaf 
containing cocaine, is still a widespread 
altiplano habit. Said to quiet hunger 
pangs and increase endurance on the 
high trails, the drug also postpones real
ity. While it allows the user to endure 
harsh conditions for long periods of 
time, it also removes any desire for im
provement or care for the future. 

For centuries these people have been 
so immersed in their own struggle for 
existence that they rarely left their high 
homesteads. They cared little for the 
world below their cloud-swept fields. 
An ancient people, with age-old prob
lems-a not unfamiliar story in many 
parts of the world. 

But today, there is hope for South 
America's highland Indians. A world 
agency, the International Labor Organ
ization, is taking steps to remove the 
major obstacles. The ILO, a specialized 
agency of the United Nations, aims to
ward improving labor conditions and 
living standards throughout the world. 
In 1954 the Andean Indian Program was 
begun. 

The goal ·of the Andean Program is 
the methodical improvement of the way 
of life for millions of Indians living in 
Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia, Argentina, Chile 

and Colombia-all countries touched by 
the Andes Mountains. In the words of 
David Morse, an American and Direc
tor-General of the ILO, the objective of 
the program is "To raise the living 
standards of these people, to integrate 
them into the life of their nations, to 
bring them hope for the future and to 
give their countries the full strength of 
their hitherto untapped human re
sources." The Program directors mean 
business: they aim for far more than 
mere temporary alleviation of the more 
obvious problems. 

The Andean Program provides assist
ance in two broad settings. It helps In
dians in their permanent communities, 
and, in over-crowded, low-production 
areas, it arranges transportation of entire 
villages to more productive sites. This 
transposition is often to the rich jungle 
lowlands of the eastern Andes, which 
have much potential but few settlers. 

No project for self-help, even if care- · 
fully planned and financed, can succeed 
without the co-operation of the human 
recipients. Here the Program is indeed 
fortunate, for the . interest among the 
Indians is tremendous. The very fact 
that the Indians are willing to relocate 
displays a great trust on the part of the 
migrants and a great faith in the even
tual success of the experiment by the 
planners. Schools, built largely by vol
untary Indian labor, are crowded from 
the day they open. Often whole familles 
attend. 

Evening adult classes teach the 
women basic health practices and house
hold skills such as cooking and sewing. 
For the men, the wonders of insecticides 
and fertilizers are revealed. Native 
handicrafts like weaving, wood and 
metal working are encouraged, and the 
artisans are coached in marketing tech
niques. Community projects-wells, irri
gation ditches, roads-are begun. 

Today, such basic training reaches 
over half a million persons in the coun
h·ies with the largest Indian populations. 
In some cases, the Program is incor
porated under the National Rural Rede
velopment Office to make ce1tain that 
activities stay within the framework of 
national economic planning in each 
country. The Inter-America Development 
Bank has approved substantial loans to 
e"'"Pand activities. 

The Andean Indian Program is at
tracting world-wide attention. Much of 
the interest centers around the mammoth 
relocation experiment; the organized mi
gration of people whose entire lives have 
been spent on the altiplano. It is rela
tively easy to transport large numbers 
of people a few hundred miles, but a 
mere shift from high to low altitude isn't 
enough. The basic problem remains: 
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How do thousands of Indians take root 
in new land, begin contribution to their 
own welfare and become useful citizens? 
And what happens when Program as
sistance stops? So far, momentum has 
been maintained by the Indians. 

New considerations may arise. For ex
ample, families are used to living fo 
cool, high altitudes-the change to much 
nearer sea level may later have unknown 
physiological or psychological results. 
Medical personnel are on the lookout for 
a possible reverse "altitude sickness." 
Too, new and strange crops must be 
grown, and eating habits will change. 
The barrel-chested mountain people 
must adopt cooler clothing and housing; 
more varieties of animals and crops must 
be dealt with. The migrants must learn 
to get along with lowland peoples of 
different dress, language, and customs. 

The seasoned traveler of South Amer
ica's highland plateaus remembers the 
llama and cattle shepherds, the long 
donkey-trains carrying firewood, and 
women patiently breaking rock for hand
fi tted road surfaces. Before long, such 
long-hour, low-pay jobs may be a thing 
of the past. Hopefully, this type of work 
will be only a small part of available 
employment, even for those who do not · 
relocate. 

\~Tith the Program now well underway, 
changes are already being noted. In the 
low-altitude communities, the unrest 
caused by relocation is changing to a 
restlessness for a better way of life. At 
last many of the major obstacles to a 
brighter future have been removed. 

Better health practices and medical 
care insure a healthier, more active way 
of life. Newly cleared fields are begin
ning to provide adequate diets and a 
profitable surplus. Carpentry skills im
prove housing while different trades are 
developing a broader economic life for 
the whole community. 

The relocation program is but one 
phase of a tremendous project to inte
grate seven million Indians into the 
main stream of national life in half a 
dozen South American countries. The 
first steps have been taken and the first 
successes noted. Coca addiction and al
coholism have decreased, and only a few 
families have decided to return to the 
altiplano. There is no single solution to 
massive problems, but the over-all suc
cess of the Andean Program is no longer 
in doubt. 

Said one altiplano Indian: "We live 
in ignorance, but we want a better life 
for our children." Thanks to the Andean 
Program this wish will one day be real
ized. For the first time in ten centuries, 
the Indians have been given a genuine 
chance. 
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Indian family members at work in an altiplano field. Even the very young help har
vest crops. 

Indian workers building one of many schools. When the project is completed, many of 
th'ese men will attend classes with their fom ilies. 
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER OBSERVANCE, FEBRUARY 10, 1967 

THIE S~l VIER rFlUTIE 

By ELIZABETH WATSON AND THIE GOlDIEN CHAIN 
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New literates in the Philippines learn to read. Christian literature for women and chil
dren is one of this year's projects. 

SINCE 1887 church women have been 
united in a golden chain of prayer 

for the world and its needs. 
In that year, Mrs. Darwin James of 

the Presbyterian Church sent out a call 
for a national day of prayer. In the 
l890's a call to prayer for foreign mis
sions was made by Mrs. Montgomery 
and Mrs. Peabody. These Baptist ladies, 
on a visit to the Orient, had seen a great 
need for aid to Oriental women, particu
larly in the areas of education and 
literature. 

In 1919 these two calls to prayer were 
united in an annual interdenominational 
day of prayer for all missions. 

In 1941 the United Churcl~ Women 
of the National Council of Churches 
(Room 822, at 475 Riverside, New York 

City). took over the responsibility for 
the observance of this day. Now groups 

_ of women in approximately 127 coun
tries and territories are using basically 
the same service on this special day. 

The church women of each country 
decide on the projects to which their 
World Day of Prayer offering will go. 

In this issue our readers will find a 
list of the projects to benefit from the 
offerings of church women in the United 
States. 

The World Day of Prayer service is 
written each year by church women of 
a different country. Last year, 1966, the 
service was prepared by the women of 
the World Day of Prayer Committee of 
Scotland. Next year, the service will 
reflect the viewpoint of church women 
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SOME OF THE MAJOR PROJECTS· 

Which Will Benefit from the 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER OFFERING, 

February 10 

Overseas 

Support for twelve colleges in Africa, India, Pakistan, Japan, Korea, 

Hong Kong, and Taiwan; 

Christian literature for women and children in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America; 

Christian Home and Family Life. 

At Home 

Ministry to Indian Americans; migrant mm1stry; volunteer work m 
church and community in transition; international student service. 

Special 1967 Projects 

Adult literacy program of churches of Swaziland, southeast Africa; 

Ministry to off-reservation Indians, including mobile ministry and em

ployment assistance. 

of East Asia. 
It was planned that Queen Salote of 

Tonga should prepare the 1967 service. 
A few months after this work was done, 
Queen Salote passed away ( 1965). She 
had ruled her isles in the Pacific for 47 
years. 

The phrases of the service reflect 
Queen Salote's dignity, her Christian 
faith, and her appreciation of the beauty 
of the:: world we live in. The theme of 
the service is "Of His Kingdom There 
Shall Be No End." · 

An ancient and appealing custom in 
Tonga was to salute each new day by 
silvery peals from a nose flute, played by 
a musician at the royal palace. This cus
tom is now revived only on special occa
sions. But the Tonga Broadcasting Sta-
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tion has adopted the flute call as a sym
bol for its early morning program. The 
flute is followed by the words: This is 
the call of the Friendly Islands. 

The ·world Day of Prayer services are 
noted as beginning in the Tonga Islands, 
for Tonga is the country nearest the 
international date line. 

The service for this day is prepared 
also in Spanish. There is a special service 
for children. And the John Milton So
ciety of New York City makes available 
a World Day of Prayer service in Braille. 

In his famous hymn "In Christ There 
Is No East or West" John Oxenham 
declares: "His service is the golden cord 
close binding all mankind." 

So on the tenth day of February, the 
first Friday of Lent, thousands of women 

will gather in churches and other places 
around the world, on the premise that 
"All Christly souls are one in Him 
throughout the whole wide earth." 

A. portion of one of the prayers used 
in the World Day of Prayer service for 
leaders reflects some of the issues of our 
present-day world: 

" ... We would call down thy blessing 
today upon all who are striving towards 
the making of a better world . . . espe
cially for all who are working for purer 
and juster laws; for peace between na
tions ... the relief of poverty ... towards 
the restoration of the broken unity of 
thy Holy Church ... for all who bear 
witness to Christ in every land. Amen." 
(Baillie). 
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Slum living, like this in Brazil, is part of the world-wide urbanization problem. 

Window on the United Nations 

by Amy Lee 
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PUSH-PULL" is a current term for 
the forces generating the universal 
exodus from countryside to city: the 

"push" of rural poverty, the "pull" of 
urban opportunity. 

Last fall the United Nations held a 
seminar in Pittsburgh, Pa.-the first in 
the U.S. outside UN headquarters-to 
dissect this push-pull upheaval and sug
gest ways to cope with it. 

Some 100 representatives of 26 coun
b·ies in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the 
Western Hemisphere attended. The 
countries were Brazil, Ceylon, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Ghana, India, Iraq, 
Israel, Japan, Kenya, Malaysia, Mexico, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Senegal, Singa
pore, Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab 
Republic, Venezuela, and Yugoslavia. 

Also attending were two international 
consultants, one from Tunisia and one 
from the Soviet Union, and observers 
from the International Labor Organiza
tion (ILO) and the World Health Or
ganization (WHO). 

In addition to attending conference 
sessions, the participants visited urban 
renewal developments in the Pittsburgh 
area, heard a lecture on the "Pittsburgh 
Renaissance," and saw demonstrations 
of urban-policy personnel training. 

In her address to the seminar Miss 
Julia Henderson, director of the UN 
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Bureau of Social Affairs, declared that 
looking for solutions on a piecemeal 
basis would have to go and more ade
quate approaches take its place. 

About ten years ago, she reminded 
her audience, the bureau began a series 
of seminars around the world on the 
nature and scope of urbanization. TilC 
result: several specialized programs in 
housing and town planning, the social 
services, health, and nutrition. Since 
1961 the UN Technical Assistance pro
grams and the UN Special Fund have 
increased assistance to countries for 
housing and physical planning, and in
dustrial development, two major urban 
crisis areas. 

Yet midway in the UN's Development 
Decade, l\Jiss Henderson pointed out, 
the Secretary General's urbanization 
progress reports to the Economic and 
Social Council have been largely pessi
mistic. 

In 1965 the United States presented 
at the Social Commission a program for 
research and training in regional dcvcl
opmen t as an approach to handling ur
banization problems. It advocated a 
long-range effort to divert or slow down 
migration to capital cities in favor of 
newly developing regions. In discussing 
the regional approach Miss Henderson 
cited among successful regional develop
ment projects those in Northeast Brazil, 
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the Guyana region in Venezuela, the 
Aswan region in the United Arab Re
public, the Volta River development in 
Ghana. 

In his address before the group Rob
ert G. "'caver, secretary of the U.S. De
partment of Housing and Urban De
velopment, likened the piecemeal ap
proach to solving urban problems to 
"patching up an inner tube-every time 
there is a blow-out we apply another 
patch." 

Mr. 'Veaver said that the United 
States is now using a "total approach" 
through the Demonstration Cities 
program recently adopted by Congress. 
This program will operate in slum neigh
borhoods of selected cities. 

·working papers for the seminar 
examined urbanization problems from 
various angles-historical, current, and 
long-range-and in major areas of the 
world: Asia, Africa, Latin America, the 
]\·fiddle East, the United States. 

These paragraphs from the paper, 
"Uncontrolled Urban Settlement: Prob
lems and Policies;" by John F. C. Turner, 
research associate, Joint Center for Ur
ban Studies of Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and Harvard University, 
indicate the world scene: 

"There arc tens of millions of people 
in the world today for whom urban set
tlement is the only hope of bettering an 

utterly miserable lot. For many it is 
their only hope of survival. The United 
Nations has estimated that 200 million 
people will have moved into cities in 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America during 
the 19GO's alone. Even more people are 
being born within the cities, many as 
poor as the rural migrants. Hundreds of 
millions are living through experiences 
that radically alter their lives and that 
are revolutionizing two-thirds of the 
world .... The marginal urban growth 
of today-the inner rings of tomorrow's 
cities-is largely carried out by squatters 
and illegal developers in many of the 
world's cities. 

"One and a half million people, over 
one-third of the population of Mexico 
City, live in the 'colonias proletarias'
known originally as 'barrios paracaidis
tas' or 'parachutists' neighborhoods; 
nearly half of Ankara's population of 
1,500,000 live in the 'gecekondu'-the 
squatter settlements whose name de
scribes an overnight house builder; the 
area of the 'villes extra-coutumiers' of 
Leopoldville is greater than that of the 
city itself .... 

"TI1e city itself is no longer the cul
tural and social seat of a tiny urbane 
minority wielding secular and religious 
power-it is the refuge of the swollen 
popular masses whose only hope for 
continued survival and progress is in 
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the urban melting-pot. ... The city, in 
the urbanizing world, is increasingly the 
refuge of large numbers of the poor and 
it is the poor that now determines a 
great part of its physical growth. . . .'' 

Highlights from some of the other 
papers point to the urbanization prob
lems peculiar and common to the world's 
major divisions: 

Asia: "The large and highly populous 
countries in [this] area, particularly In
dia and Mainland China, will have 
larger rural-urban :Hows of population 
in absolute terms, associated with de~ 
velopment, than any country has ever 
seen, particularly around the dominant 
metropolitan centers such as Shanghai, 
Peking, Canton, Calcutta, Delhi, and 
Bombay. 

"The increase in the degree of urban
ization need not, of course, in itself be 
cause for alarm, for history shows that 
urbanization is necessary for social and 
economic progress. No country in the 
past has been able to achieve economic 
development and large-scale industrial
ization without at the same time under
going rapid urbanization. Industrializa
tion and social changes in rural areas, by 
tlieir very nature, promote urbanization. 
The problem in the case of present-day 
Asia arises from the fact that urbaniza
tion tends to be a very expensive prop
osition in both social and economic 
terms, and tends to. outstrip economic 
development and industrialization. 

"The major impulse for urban expan
sion in much of Asia has come not from 
the growth of manufacturing, as in 19th 
century Europe, but most often from 
population pressure and a stagnant rural 
economy. 

"The non-industrial nature of much of 
Asian urbanization must also be con
sidered in the conte>..1: of the long Asian 
tradition of administrative, trading, and 
religious towns. Indian, Chinese, and 
Japanese cities have long been promi
nent for non-commercial reasons. 

"Contrary to g~neral supposition, it is 
not the most depressed rural inhabitants 
who decide to move to the city; the 
migrants are more often than not the 
better educated, younger, and socially 
more favored elements of the rural com
munity. 

"Urban community development has 
increasingly been used to integrate com
munities of newly arrived rural migrants 
in the urban' area, and to provide pro
ductive employment for them, particu
larly since the limited mobility of urban 
slum dwellers is conducive to the forma
tion of organized activities on a local 
basis and because women in urban areas 
have shown a very high motivation for 
self-improvement." 
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Africa: "Athough Africa is the least 
urbanized of the major regions, its ur
ban population growth rate is among the 
most rapid in the world. 

"In Africa the urban population tends 
to be highly concentrated in a single 
city. In North Africa an average of more 
than one-third of the urban population 
was found in t11e largest city of each 
counb-y. More than one-half of the urban 
population of sub-Sahara counbies (ex
cept South Africa) are in t11e principal 
city. 

"For decades migration has been a 
way of life in much of Africa, despite 
the impediments of national boundaries. 

"The cities in general are predomi
nantly male cities, \vith a very high 
preponderance of men over women. 
They are also young cities with the 
bulk of the population between the ages 
of 15 and 45. 

"In the country the wife supplements 
her husband's income by her labor on 
the farm; in many towns there are few 
opportunities for her to contribute to the 
family income. The situation is, however, 
changing. In the Republic of South 
Africa women are employed in domes
tic service and other occupations. In 
West Africa women are petty traders 
and some earn more than their hus
bands. A small but increasing number 
of African women are also entering 
professions such as teaching and nursing. 
These economic opportunities being of
fered to women are important factors 
influencing gradual balancing of the sex 
and age ratios in a number of these 
towns. 

"In East Africa since World War II the 
ratio of Africans to Europeans living 
in the towns (around 1960) has grown 
from a mere handful of Africans to 59% 
of the total of Nairobi, 66% of Dar-es
Salaam, and 54% of Kampala. 

"The hope of African governments to 
raise living standards through increased 
agricultural output is being defeated 
through the drain from the country-side 
of the most able-bodied, competent, and 
progressive young men. 

"In the traditional African cities like 
Ibadan, Kano, and Old Lagos, there are 
many old districts which are character
ized not only by their slums but also by 
the social solidarity and considerable 
exchange of economic services between 
rich and poor neighbors of different so
cial levels. Despite their shabbiness and 
physical squalor, these slums enjoy the 
most integrated social life in the city. 
There is the danger in Africa t11at slum 
clearance schemes tend to destroy rather 
than preserve this solidarity without at
tempting to substitute anything com
parable in its place. 

"African women have gained in status 

through urbanization .... As a result of 
the weakening of traditional ties in the 
towns, and removal from the restrictions 
of village life, many women have found 
new freedom in the cities. 

"Voluntary associations provide a 
bridge between the rural and urban out
looks, while at the same time they give 
the immigrant an opportunity to become 
an integral part of town life. They also 
help to raise the status of women. Vol
untary associations are mixed, and the 
fact that the sexes work together in t11e 
common interest brings home the lesson 
that t11e men's own enterprises depend 
upon the willingness of women to co
operate. A realistic approach to improv
ing social conditions in the towns might 
be through government assistance to 
some of these traditional and voluntary 
associations that foster social activities 
and mutual aids . .. . " 

Middle East: "The population move
ments of the past 15 to 20 years have 
equaled in scope those which the region 
underwent as a result of the dissolution 
of the Ottoman Empire. Between 1946. 
and 1960 one-half million Jews from 
Europe and the Americas and an equal 
number from Africa and Asia were set
ted in Israel. A million Palestinian refu
gees are now assisted by the UN Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA). It is 
estimated that another million Arab refu
gees settled in the neighboring Arab 
countries. Jordan alone received a mass 
of migrants estimated at 600,000; about 
50,000 went to Kuwait, others to Leb
anon, Saudi Arabia, and Syria." 

"Most cities have at least doubled in 
size over a decade or two." 

Latin America: "If t11e larger centers 
continue to grow at present rates, aver
aging about 3% annually, their popula
tions will double every 14 years; the 
metropolitan area of Mexico City will 
reach 15 million inhabitants within 20 
years, while such cities as Lima and 
Santiago will approach 6 millions. . . . 
In a few countries . . . the rural popula
tion t11at constitutes the ultimate reser
voir feeding city growth is already a 
minority, stationary or declining in num
bers. Elsewhere, however, the rural pop
ulation still predominates, and the high 
rates of cityward migration have not 
prevented it from continuing to grow at 
rates around 1.5% annu'ally." 

At the conclusion of its two-week 
conference, the seminar reported find
ings which bore down on the need for 
comprehensive planning, community ac
tion, and urban-development personnel 
h·aining. This threefold attack was con
sidered imperative to replace with order 
the creeping chaos long familiar-at 
least to people in the United States-as 
"urban sprawl.'' 
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Addressing a session of the Roman Catlzolic-Metlzoclist conversations is the Rev. Robe1t W. Huston, gen
eral secretary of the national Methodist Commission on Ecumenical Affairs. See story on this page. 

1CATHOLICS, METHODISTS FIND 
"STRIKING AGREEMENTS" 

Roman Catholics and Methodists came 
out of a national dialogue in Chicago with 
some "striking agreements" in their respec
tive descriptions of faith. 

A "summary memorandum" at the closing 
session of two days of conversations in 
December between high level representa
tives of the two Churches made this point: 

"Both groups agreed that saving faith 
is not merely an intellectual acceptance 
of the revelation of God. 

"The faith that saves, in both Catholic 
and l\fothodist teachings, is the total com
mittal of the whole man who . . . gives 
himself entirely to God ... " 

The commitment of such faith, the state
ment explained, is made by a man "with 
the knowledge Of his mind, the consent 
of his will, the confidence of his heart, · the 
assurance of his hope and the integrity of 
his conduct." 

"Even the vocabulary of faith in Meth
odism and Catholicism is more nearly simi
lar than we had realized,'' the summary 
pointed out. 

FEBRUARY, 1967 

"Faith, as a mere intellectual acceptance 
of God's revealed truth is called 'dead 
faith,' whereas faith as total response to 
God's saving grace, is spoken of approv
ingly as 'living faith,' 'saving faith,' 'the 
faith that works by love~'" 

The pmticipants-tweh>e from each 
church-concluded that "all Christians 
have much more in common than they 
sometimes realize." 

It was pointed out that old polemics and 
condemnations between the two groups 
"may now safely be regarded as 11istori
cal.',, 

"Even more impo1tant were the strik
ing agreements that have appeared in the 
respective explanations of the nature · of 
faith in the Catl1olic and Metl10dist tradi
tions," the summary said. 

The sessions also "raised the hope of 
all its members that the way has been 
opened for further breakthrough in dis
covery and mutual understanding," accord
ing to the memorandum. 

The conversations were part of a series 
involving Catholic and various Protestant 
and Orthodox Churches in the United 

States. They grew out of the Vatican II 
statements on Christian unity. 

The memorandum stressed that both 
Churches "have the right and duty to 
retl1ink and refmmulate the store of tradi
tional teachings in thought-fo1ms and lan
guage which are valid and relevant to men 
in 'the modem world.' . 

"This means development-rooted in the 
Christian past, open to tlie present and 
future, under the perpetual guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. 

"Thus, traditional doctrines may acquire 
new colorations and may gain in meani-ng 
and effect as they interact with the fuller 
human context in which tl1eological reflec
tion must go on. 

"Nevertheless, this freedom for and im
petus toward doctrinal development i~ not 
irresponsible. It can never rightly be ig
norant of nor indifferent to the authorita
tive witness to Christian truth vouchsafed 
to us by our fathers in tl1e faitl1 and it 
must not repudiate this heritage." 

The summary concluded that both Meth
odism and Catholicism "are bound to the 
assured tmtl1s of revelation as the founda-
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tion and warrant for their teaching and 
preaching in their Churches." 

"They are bound," it said, "to the earnest 
effort to speak meaningfully to 'modem 
man' and to correlate Christian truth and 
'modem' knowledge in ways that are faith
ful to both. 

"Their hope .in this endeavor springs 
from their faith that God is the source and 
ground of all truth, that God's will for His 
children is that they shall come to the 
knowledge of the truth that shall make 
them free and blessed." (RNS) 

CITE MORAL INDIGNATION 
OVER VIETNAM POLICY 

An open letter to President Johnson is
sued in Washington on December 27 by 
12 Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish 
clergymen expressed "moral indignation" 
at U.S. policies in Vietnam and declared 
that "the actions of our own government 
now clearly appear to contradict your own 
words as its chief spokesman." 

The document sharply questioned bomb-· 
ing practices which have resulted in civilian 
deaths in the Hanoi area and warned that 
"the opportunities for peace in Vietnam 
are slipping away ... " 

Issued by the Methodist Board of Chris
ti.an Social Concerns, the letter was signed 
by nine well-known Protestants: Dr. Dana 
McLean Greeley, president of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association; Episcopal bishop 
'William Crittenden of Erie, Pa.; Dr. Edwin 
T. Dahlberg, former president of the NCC; 
Dr. L. Harold DeWolf, dean of Wesley 
Theological Seminary; Dr. George M. 
Docherty, pastor of New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church in Washington; Dr. 
A. Dudley ·ward, general secretary, and 
Rev. Heiman Will, Jr., associate general 
secretary, of the Methodist board; and 
!vfethodist bishops John Wesley Lord of 
Washington and A. Raymond Grant of 
Oregon. 

Also signing the letter were Father Philip 
F. Berrigan, S.S.J., Catholic priest of Balti
more; Rabbi Jacob J. Weinstein, president 
of the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, and Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, 
president of the Union of American He
brew Congregations. 

It was declared in the letter that U.S. 
arguments that escalation "is only in re
sponse to escalation by the other side . . . 
can hardly be used any longer in the face 
of the huge U.S. forces and fearful military 
power being used at an accelerating pace 
in Vietnam." 

"It now appears it is excusable to hit 
those in or near residential 'Sections of 
Hanoi, even if many civilians die,'' the 
letter said. 

"The heartless war in the South con
tinues with United States and South Viet
namese forces matching the terror and 
assassinations of the Vietcong by killing 
somewhere from two to five civilians for 
every Vietcong guenilla or North Viet
namese regular. . 

"Any moral superiority of purpose the 
United States may possibly have had a few 
years ago has been obliterated by its cruel 
use of indiscriminate weapons and over-

whelming firepower." 
The religious leaders contended there 

has been a "lack of candor" on the part 
of the President in regard to his statements 
and the actions of military forces and called 
on him to "abandon the cold and callous 
calculations of the hard-line 'realist.''' 

Such "realism," it was declared, dis
regards "the deepest feelings of human 
beings, Haunts world opinion, and uses 
casuistry as it pays lip service to morality." 

The letter made reference to the fact 
that bombings occurred in the Hanoi area 
after U.S. Ambassador Arthur Goldberg 
had made a "constructive speech" and after 
there had been agreement on a holiday . 
truce. It also was after Pope Paul VI had 
made a plea that attempts be made to 
extend the truce at least into February, 
the churchmen said. (RNS) 

STUDY OF WORLD HUNGER 
MARKS YOUTH WEEK 

Young people in many Protestant and 
Orthodox churches across the nation 
marked Youth Week, January 29-Feb
rnary 5, with special attention to problems 
of world hunger. The 24th annual ob
servance was sponsored by the Department 
of Youth Ministry in cooperation with the 
United Christian Youth Movement. 

Youth \Veek observances launched 
church young people's groups on a year
long study of the problems of hunger 
around the world. Theme for the study is 
"Called to be Human in a Broken World." 

In many local congregations young peo
ple conducted Sunday worship services in 
connection with the observance. There 
were study and discussion sessions around 
the central theme involving both the church 
and the community. 

The Rev. John S. Wood, executive di
rector of the NCC Youth Minisb·y, said 
the observance offered "an opportunity 
for young people and adults in our churches 
to join together in exploration of the faith 
and life and world to which we have been 
called." 

Special offerings received during the ob
servance go to the \Vorld Hunger and 
Development Fund of the NCC's Youth 
Ministry. (RNS) 

METHODISTS ACTIVE 
IN VIETNAM RELIEF 

To help bring a Christian presence to a 
country wracked by suffering and disorder, 
The Methodist Church is paiticipating in 
an ecumenical ministry i:o the 800,000 
refugees in Vietnam. 

The Methodist Committee for Overseas 
Relief (MCOR) is providing Methodist 
workers-currently numbering six-for the 
staff of Vietn·am Christian Service (VCS), 
a joint refugee relief effo1t of Church 
World Service, Lutheran World Relief and 
the }.fonnonite Central Committee. MCOR 
volunteers now serving with VCS include 
rvliss Linda Schulze, San Antonio, Texas; 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard G. }.Hlk, Austin, 
Texas; l\'Iiss Tharon McConnell, Moores
ville, N.C.; and Mr. and Mrs. Carl Chan
non, Atchison, Kansas. 
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Methodist Information 

The Rev. Franklin H. Littell, president of Iowa Wesleyan College and chairman of the new Institute for' 
American Democracy, points to a chart of right-wing organizations about which the institute plans to 
inform Americans. He said the "propaganda barrage" of all these groups is tied in with tlie John Birch 
Society. 

Immediate plans call for ten more Meth
odist volunteers to go to Vietnam next 
spring, and there is need for many more. 
Methodist workers provided to VCS are 
part of integrated relief teams working in 
various parts of Vietnam. Each team in
cludes a doctor, nurse, agriculturalist, so
cial workers and home economist. Method
ist workers are supp01ted by MCOR. 

LAYMAN NEW PRESIDENT 
OF NATIONAL COUNCIL 

A Methodist layman, Dr. Arthur S. 
Flemming, Eugene, Ore., has been inducted 
as president of the National Council of 
Churches. 

Dr. Flemming, president of the Univer
sity of Oregon, and secretary of Health, 
Education and Welfare during the Eisen
hower administration, will serve a three
year term succeeding Bishop Reuben H. 
Mueller, senior bisl10p of the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church. The NCC in
cludes thirty-four member communions 
with a total constituency of 41,500,000. 

Flemming is the second Methodist to 
serve as president in the National Coun
cil's sixteen-year history and also is the 
second layman. Retired Bishop William. C. 
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Martin of Dallas, Texas, was the NCC's 
second president, serving from 1952 to 
1954. First layman to serve as president 
was J. Irwin Miller, a Columbus, Ind., 
industrialist and a member of the Chris
tian Church. 

Flemming was fo1merly president of Ohio 
Wesleyan University. Among other local 
activities, he is superintendent of the 
church school at First Methodist Church 
in Eugene. 

MISS JUANITA BROWN 
Miss Juanita BrO\Vn 

died in an Oklahoma 
nursing home on De
cember 21, 1966, ap
parently of a stroke. 
She had been in frail 
health for the past sev
eral years. 

Miss Brown was a 
staff member of the 

Methodist Board of Missions, Woman's 
Division, from 1936-1958. During the first 
eight years of this period she was assistant 
edifor on WonLD OUTLOOK. Later she was 
an editor of other Board literature, and 
in this capacity she was successful in build-

ing up the spiritual life studies and pro
grams of the woman's work to a ~tandard 
of excellence. ./ 
. During her years in New York ( 1940-

1958) Miss Brown belonged first to Wash
ington Square Methodist Church, then to 
John Street Church. While she was a mem
ber at John Street she studied to become 
a supply pastor, and successfully passed 
the examinations to be thus qualified in the 
New York East Conference. 

In 1959-1961 Miss Brown served in 
Japan as a special term teacher in a mis
sion school. 

The funeral took place at the Sallis, 
Mississippi, Methodist Church on Dec. 23, 
1966. Miss Brown is survived by three 
cousins: Mrs. R. L. Jones, Bristow, Okla.; 
Mr. Edward Chapman, Columbus, Miss., 
and Mrs. McDonald Murry, Malvern, 
Arkansas. 

DOUBLEDAY HONORED BY 
CATHOLIC GROUP FOR 
"THE JERUSALEM BIBLE" 

Doubleday and Company received the 
1966 Thomas i\fore :tvledal for publishing 
The Jerusalem Bible. The annual award 
is presented by the Thomas More Associa-
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tion for the "most distinguished contribu
tion to Catholic Literature." The ~fore 
Medal was presented to Doubleday at 
Mundelein College on February 5. 

Issued in October, The Jerusalem Bible 
is the first English-language version of the 
world famous Bible de Jerusalem produced 
by L'Ecole Biblique in Jerusalem in 1956. 
The Bible has been highly praised by 
Protestant scholars both in this country 
and abroad for its fair, non-dogmatic criti
cal notes and its excellent introductions 
to Jarge sections of scripture. 

RANDOLPH-MACON COLLEGE 
NAMES NEW PRESIDENT 

The Board of Trustees of Randolph
Macon College has named Luther W. 
White III, a Norfolk, Va., attorney and 
1947 graduate of Randolph-Macon, as the 
college's twelfth president. 

White will succeed Dr. J. Earl Moreland 
as president of the 137-year-old Methodist
related liberal arts college for men located 
in Ashland, Virginia. 

NEW ORGANIZATION 
TO FIGHT EXTREMISM 

A new national organization designed 
to help Americans fight extremism of both 
right and left has been launched in Wash-
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ington, D.C. Its chailman is the Rev. Dr. 
Franklin H. Littell, president of Iowa Wes
leyan College and a noted church historian. 

The Institute for American Democracy 
said it plans a full-time program to edu
cate Americans about "the threat to the 
democratic middle ground." 

Dr. Littell said the institute "grows out 
of the concern of info1med Americans over 
the rising volume of extremist activity, par
ticularly by organizations in the John Birch 
Society orbit." 

\Vhile some Americans dismiss such ac
tivity as that of "kooks," said Littell, his 
experience in Germany and elsewhere "con
vinces me that both the Communist and 
the r~~Hcal right leaders are playing for 
keeps. 

32 MAJOR CHURCH-STATE 
CASES BEFORE COURTS 

Tension over governmental aid to non
public education appears certain to heighten 
this year, it was stated by the American 
Jewish Congress recently in New York. 
There are thirty-two lawsuits on religious 
liberty and church-state separation pending 
in seventeen states. 

Issuing a year-end report on litigation 
in federal and state courts, Howard M. 
Squadron, chairman of the Congress' Com
mission on Law and Social Action, declared 
that the gro"".ing number of legal challenges 
to government aid to sectarian schools "im
peratively demands consideration and final 
decision" of the issue by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

He noted that sixteen of the thirty-two 
pending church-state cases deal with the 
single constitutional question as to whether 
public funds may be used to aid church 
and synagogue schools. 

Calling attention to U.S. Supreme Court 
decisions of recent years in such areas as 
racial segregation, the right to vote and 
legislative reapportionment, Mr. Squadron 
state that "each of these questions went to 
the root of the nature of our society." 

"Equally basic," he continued, "is the 
use of public funds to aid non-public 
schools. It affects the operation of all levels 
of government. . . . It involves untold sums 
of money and it impinges directly on the 
life of eve1y school child. 

"It is to be hoped th~t efforts to pre
clude a Supreme Comt ruling on this issue 
by resort to procedural technicalities will 
not be successful." 

As listed by the American Jewish 
Congress, four of the thirty-two pending 
suits are aimed directly at Titles I and II 
of the Elementary and Secondary Educa
tion Act of 1965. Two of these are in 
federal courts-the Dayton action and a 
suit in New York City-and two are in 
state courts in New York and Pennsylvania. 

Eight cases question state laws authoriz
ing public busing of students to parochial 
schools. These are in Hawaii, Michigan, 
New Jersey, Ohio (2) and Pennsylvania 
(3). 

The "lending" of publicly owned text
books to students in non-public schools 
lms been challenged in New York and 
Rhode Island; and two more cases-in 
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GOD LIVES 
in the hearts and minds 

of countless millions • • • guiding 
them in their daily lives •.. giving 
sincere Christians faith and a peace 
that surpasses all understanding. 

During the Easter season, Chris
tians throughout the world rejoice 
at the news "HE IS RISEN! 
CHRIST LIVES!" Christians re
affirm their faith in God and in 
His son. Prayerful people through
out the world meet Him in church 
and in the home, through family 
or personal worship. Daily devo
tions are most helpful. 

The Upper Room, the world's 
most widely used daily devotional 
guide, offers a meditation, scrip
ture reading, prayer and thought
for-the-day. Why not use The 
Upper Room in your home, start
ing with the Easter season? 

You can help also to spread the 
ministry of The Upper Room by 
giving copies to your friends, to 
the ill, to shut-ins and others. 
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Chicago and St. Louis, Mo.-take issue 
with state laws approving "auxiliary spe
cial educational services" for parochial 
pupils. (RNS) 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
TO SPONSOR HOUSING 

The administrative cabinet of the Des 
Moines Area Council of Churches has ap
proved a proposal that the Council spon
sor a multi-million-dollar housing project 
for 250 to 300 low- and medium-income 
families in an urban renewal area here. 

Council leaders said that, to their knowl
edge, the Des Moines Council would be the 
first such body in the country to sponsor 
a housing project of this type. 

Lloyd E. Clarke, president of Clarke 
Corp., general contracting firm here, made 
the proposal that the Council, which has 
105 member churches, form a non-profit 
corporation to manage the rental property 
to be built by the Clarke fom. 

As a non-profit organization, the council 
would be qualified under the National 
Housing Act to apply for a 100 per cent 
loan , at 3 per cent interest, from the Fed
eral National - Mortgage Association, a 
Council spokesman said. 

The Des Moines Real Estate Board and 
the city's Horne Builders Association have 
passed resolutions encouraging the Council 
action and offering their support of the 
proposal. 

"Both these organizations 10111 me, 
Mr. Clarke said, "irt the conviction that 
the Council of Churches is the one group 
that would inspire the greatest community 
interest, and would have the deepest moral 
interest in the project." 

He said it is difficult for free enterprise 
firms to build low-income housing except 
under the kind of sponsorship that the 
Council of Churches can offer. 

"This appears to be an opportunity to 
do something constrnctive for the people 
who need it most," according to the Coun
cil president, Dr. James vV. Lenhart, pastor 
of Plymouth Congregational-United Church 
of Christ. "I rejoice that the church is 
taking the lead," he added. (RNS) 

NOTED WITHOUT COMMENT 
"We believe the teaching of evolution 

is contrary to the teaching of God's Word. 
We do not believe emphasis on entertain
ment and sports is beneficial to the spiritual 
life. vVe cannot conscientiously send our 
children to public schools. More and more 
we're out of line because of our simple 
way of living. We will fit in better in 
another country."-Arnish Elder Harold 
Stoll, explaining why his small band of 
pilgrims is leaving Ozark Mountains of 
North Arkansas for a new start in Central 
America. 

BISHOP IVAN LEE HOLT; 
ECUMENICAL LEADER 

Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, first president of 
the World Methodist Council and one of the 
outstanding ecumenical leaders cif this cen
tury, died at home in Atlanta Jan. 12. He 
was eighty-one. 

Bishop Holt had not been well since at-

tending the World :Methodist Conference in 
London last August. 

Funeral services were held Monday, Jan. 
16, at St. John's Methodist Church, St. 
Louis, Mo., where he was pastor for twenty 
years before being elected a bishop in 1938. 

After his election to the episcopacy, Bish
op Holt served six years as a bishop in 
Texas and New Mexico and twelve years as 
head of the Missouri Area, retiring in 1956. 

In 1936, before being elected bishop, he 
became the first pastor ever elected presi
dent of the Federal Council of Churches 
(now merged into the National Council of 
Churches), and he was active in the 'Vorld 
Council of Churches. 

One of the tributes paid him at the 1956 
Methodist General Conference said '11e has 
contributed as much to ecumenical Chris
tianity as any other single figure in our 
generation." 

In addition to his presidency of the World 
Methodist Council, Bishop Holt served 
te1ms as president of several other Method
ist organizations, including the Council of 
Bishops of The Methodist Church. 

Bishop Holt's global ministry took him 
overseas approximately 50 times. He 
preached and lectured on every continent 
and was the author of several books. 

The bishop's first wife died in 1948. He 
later married Mrs. Starr Carithers, a Meth
odist leader in Georgia. She died in 1958, 
and April 15, 1966, he maITied Mrs. Modena 
McPherson Rudicil!, also of Georgia and the 
widow of a Methodist district superinten
dent. 

Bishop Holt's son, Judge Ivan Lee Holt, 
Jr., St. Louis, is a former member of the 
Judicial Council of The Methodist Church. 

ANGEL E. FUSTER; 
TOP CUBA METHODIST 

The :tvlethodist Church's top administrator 
in Cuba, the Rev. Dr. Angel Eugenio Fuster, 
died January 5 in Clewiston, Fla., of injuries 
sustained in an automobile accident the day 
before. 

Dr. Fuster, 54, was superintendent of the 
Central Cuba District. He had also served 
since 1960 as administrative assistant to 
Bishop James vV. Henley, Lakeland, Fla., 
who supervises the Florida and Cuba An
mml Conferences. 

"The untimely death of Dr. Fuster is a 
great loss to Cuban ivlethodisrn and the en
tire church," Bishop Henley said. "He was a 
close personal friend and able co-worker.",. 

Dr. Fuster was en route to Miami, ac
companied by his son, Angel V/illiam, a stu
dent at Florida Southern College, Lakeland, 
and a Cuban refugee couple, the Rev. and 
Mrs. Gerado Martinez of the Methodist 
Spanish Mission to migrant workers in 
Hardee County, all of whom were injured. 

The Rev. i\fr. Martinez' car and a New 
York car collided near Clewiston on a rain
swept highway. The New Yorker also died. 

Funeral services for Dr. Fuster were held 
in Miami. 

He and Mrs. Fuster had been in Lakeland 
since fall , visiting their son and daughter, 
lvlrs. Emilio Chaviano, while awaiting per-
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mission to return to Cuba. l 
They attended the World i\'lethodist Con-
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ference in London in August, and Dr. Fuster 
was a delegate to the November session of 
the General Conference in Chicago. 

In the absence of Bishop Henley, who 
has been able to visit Cuba but twice since 
1960, Dr. Fuster preside@ over sessions of 
the Cuba Annual Conference. Cuban Meth
odism is in the process of becoming an au
tonomous church. 

NIEBUHR SCORES 
VIETNAM WAR 

Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, Professor Emeritus 
of Christian Ethics and Union Seminary and 
an internationally known Protestant theo
logian, recently labeled the Vietnam War as 
a "fantastic adventure of American Empire." 

Niebuhr urged support by those "con
cerned" of the three major sources of dissent 

. in the current war: the universities, the 
churches ("though they are, sad to say, do
ing less than the universities"), and the 
press. He commented on the 462 Yale pro
fessors who recently urged an end to the 
bombing, and he noted that the sending of 
Harrison Salisbury to Hanoi by the New 
York Times is indicative of the "agony" of 
the press. 

Dr. Niebuhr, speaking to 300 Union 
Seminary students, traced the chapters in 
the history of this war, going all the way 
back to President Wilson's idea of "self 
determination" and Roosevelt's "we must 
resist aggression." He attacked the prevalent 
government view of monolithic Communism 
and said that "either the President shares 
this consistent anti-Communism or he has 
found it beneficial not" to challenge it to get 
his Great Society program through." 

"Couldn't somebody just say we made a 
mistake?" he asked. "\Ve have been drawn 
into tl1is situation by one fantastic chapter 
after another, obviously stumbling into the 
quagmire." 
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Then he added, with characteristic 
realism, "Political leaders never admit mis
takes, or else they would be challenged by 
the oppos.ition." 

AUTONOMY FOR 
MALAYSIA METHODISTS 

The trend to autonomy among the Meth
odists of Southeast Asia continues. 

Following in the footsteps of Indonesian 
and Burmese Methodism, which have be
come independent churches in the past two 
years, the Methodists of Malaysia and Sing
apore have voted by a huge majority, 216 
to 23, to ask pern1ission to separate from the 
world-wide !viethodist Church and become 
an autonomous church. 

l'viethodism in Malaysia (including Ma
laya and Sarawak) and Singapore com
prises four annual conferences, each of which 
has voted overwhelmingly for autonomy. 
Together the four conferences make up the 
Southeastern Asia Central Conference. If 
the 1968 General Conference of The Meth
odist Church grants autonomy, . the inde
pendent, self-governing "Methodist Church 
in Malaysia and Singapore," as it would be 
called, could come into being in 1968. 

That church would be the largest Meth
odist body since 1930 to become autono
mous and separate from American Meth
odism. Witli 68,506 members (full and 
preparatory), Methodism is the largest 
Protestant church in Malaysia and Singa
pore, and one of the most influential. There 
are 179 organized congregations, served by 
225 ministers (119 fully ordained and 106 
supplies). 

HOSPITAL DEDICATED TO 
MEMORY OF MISSIONARY 

A new hospital building and a new 
stained-glass window in the hospital chapel 
were dedicated in,Kapit, Sarawak, Malaysia 
as a memorial to a Methodist missionary 
doctor who served for nineteen years there 
and in China. 

Building and window are dedicated to 
the late Dr. Harold N. Brewster at Christ 
Hospital which he founded in 1956. 

Mrs. Dorothy D. Brewster, of West Har
wich, Mass., was present at the ceremonies 
honoring her late husband, who also is re
membered for 12 years,of service as medical 
secretary of the Methodist Board of Mis
sions. 

The son of Methodist missionary parents 
in Hingwha, China, Dr. Brewster received 
his M.D. degree from the Boston University 
School of Medicine in 1931. He and Mrs. 
Brewster were missionaries to China from 
1933 to 1950. He held tile Board of Missions 
post from 1951-1965. 

Dr. and Mrs. Brewster collaborated on 
the book, The Church and Medical Mis
sions. (RNS) 

ZAMBIA MISSIONARY 
TEACHES FARMING 

An American agriculturist in Kitwe, Zam
bia is a recent addition to the increasing 
numbers of Methodist missionaries engaged 
in full-time work in an ecumenical context. 

Wallace Kinyon on Madison, \Vise., re
cently completed his first year as director 
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fo1· Ch1·ist 
By L. C. Rudolph. Reveals the many-faceted personality and character of American 
Methodism's first bishop-the man who had more to do with the early development 
and growth of religion in the colonies than any other. Appendix, bibliography, 
and index. Illustrated. 248 pages. $5 
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JOHN WESLEY: HIS · 
PURITAN HERITAGE 
By Robert C. Monk. Examines and assesses the extensive evidence dealing with the 
immense influence of Puritanism on John Wesley. A careful and detailed work with 
implications for further study on Wesley. Appendix listing Wesley's sources, 
bibliography, and index. 288 pages. $5.50 

BEAR HIS MILD YOJ(E 
By Ethel White. The fictionalized self-portrait of Mary Dyer-a Quaker who was 
publicly hanged on Boston Common in 1660 for her religious .beliefs. Written in diary 
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THE FIRST METHODIST 
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234 pages. $5 

HERE I STAND 
By Roland H. Bainton. "An excellent biography of Martin Luther which reveals 
outstanding scholarship and exhaustive research .... Here I Stand will go down in our 
time as one of the great books in the field of religious biography. It will be a 
valuable addition to any man's library."-The Chaplain. Illustrated with many wood
cuts from the 16th century. Cloth, $6; Paper, $1.75 

THE JOURNAL AND LETTERS 
OF FRANCIS ASBURY 
Edited by Elmer T. Clark, J. Manning Potts, and Jacob S. Payton. " . . . handsomely 
printed and illustrated and includes copious notes that are models of clarity and 
relevance."-New York Times. Volumes I and II, The Journal, cover the period from 
October 26, 1786, to December 7, 1815. Volume Ill, The Letters, contains over 500 of 
Asbury's notes in addition to his longer letters, historical sketches, and important 
addresses to church conferences. This accurate and readable edition 
follows Asbury's words and meaning but it does not perpetuate chronological, 
biographical, geographical, and grammatical errors. Extensive notes by the editors 
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of the agricultural program at the Mindolo 
. Ecumenical Foundation. The Foundation 

provides training in literacy, literature and 
agriculture. 

One of the major ventures Mr. Kinyon 
and his African co-workers have undertaken 
is a three-year course in commercial farm
ing. Mr. Kinyon is directing the over-all 
training program for Africans in fmming 
and rural development from a Christian 
perspective. 

Fourteen trainees currently are· going 
through the training program. They are di
vided into first,. second and third-year sh1-
dents. Those in the first year receive train
ing on individual forty-acre farms. Second
year students are given training in personal 
enterprises (poultry-raising and gardening), 
while each third-year student operates a 
100-acre farm under a minimum of super
vision. 

Before coming to Zambia, Mr. Kinyon 
was engaged for fifteen years in agricultural 
teaching for The Methodist Church in 
Rhodesia. (RNS) 

METHODISTS IN NIGERIA 
SEEK TO EXPLAIN 

Methodist leaders in Nigeria are seeking 
to substitute a campaign of education for 
misunderstandings and legal actions in the 
dispute over the church's participation in 
the proposed union with Anglican and Pres
byterian bodies. 

The United Church of Nigeria was slated 
to be fo1mally constituted by the three 
Churches on Dec. 11, 1965. But two weeks 
before the merger ceremonies, the Meth
odists withdrew. 

The Anglican and Presbyterian partners 
to the proposed Nigerian union declined to 
proceed without the Methodists, because 
"the church must be seen to be a reconciled 
community." 

Observers feel that the crux of the prob
lem with the Methodists lay in the failure 
of Methodist leaders to explain. thoroughly 
to the laity the real meaning and significance 
of the union, as well as the Methodist place 
in the union. 

. Now Methodist leaders have pledged to 
"reach every circuit" of the Church with 
an attempt to explain how the United 
Church would function in this most popu
lated of all African nations. (RNS) 

PANELS IN SCOTLAND 
TO SEEK UNITY 

Panels appointed by tl1e Church of Scot
land (Presbyterian) and the Episcopal 
Church in Scotland (Anglican) to discuss 
possible formation of a United Church of 
Scotland will hold their first joint meeting in 
Edinburgh on February 24, 1967. 

Ear.h panel has twenty members. The 
Church of Scotland unit is headed by the 
Reverend J. K. S. Reid of Aberdeen. 

The Episcopal panel is headed by the 
Primus, Bishop Francis Hamilton Moncreiff. 
It includes fifteen clergy, four laymen, and 
one woman. 

Ultimate aim is a United Church of Scot
land and a United Church in England-but 
not a United Church of Britain. (RNS) 
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THE CHRISTIAN PAVILION 
AT MONTREAL "EXPO 67" 

One of the more modest pavilions in 
terms of cost is the Christian Pavilion at 
the Montreal, Canada, "Expo 67." Ninety 
per cent of this cost will be borne by the par
ticipating churches. The balance, it is hoped, 
will be in individual gifts. 

Horace Boivin, commission of the Pavil
ion, has pointed out that the project is not 
designed to provide pat answers or instant 
solutions. "\Ve fully expect that it will raise 
more questions than it answers," he said. 

Separate pavilions were built by church 
organizations at the 1958 Brussels 'World 
Fair, the first exposition held following 
World War II. At Lausanne, ·during the 
1964 Exposition, Roman Catholics and 
Protestants jointly built a common chapel 
which they called "The Sanctuary." The 
New York World's Fair, 1964-65, had a 
Vatican Pavilion; a Protestant and Orthodox 
Pavilion; and some denominations had sep
arate pavilions. 

The Pavilion at Montreal will contrast 
sharply with anything previously attempted 
at any previous World Fair. There will be 
no chapel, few traditional symbols. The 
Pavilion will show man in conflict with him
self, his Creator, and the world about him. 
The objective states, in part that "God ... 
is present in all that is happening concern
ing 'Man and his World.'" (RNS) 

JOINT WITNESS STUDY 
IN NEW ENGLAND 

Official organizations of Protestant, 
Roman Catholic and Orthodox Christians in 
the New England area will sponsor a unique 
study conference on Christian witness this 
Summer. 

Clergy and lay men and women will take 
part in tl1e first New England Ecumenical 
Study Conference.July S-7, at Geneva Point 
Camp, Lake Winnepesaukee, N.H. Theme 
for the conference is Witness to Christ in 
the Community. 

Cooperating in plans for the venture are 
the councils of churches for the six New 
England states; nine Catholic dioceses and 
two archdioceses, four Orthodox dioceses 
(Albanian, Greek, Russian and Syrian), the 
Apostolic Armenian Church of America and 
the New England Evang~listic Association. 

Sh1dy materials for ·the conference in
clude Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox 
statements on such subjects as baptism, the 
Eucharist m1d Christian witness. 

Dr. Samuel L. Miller, dean of Harvard 
Divinity School, will serve as general chair
man of the conference and will also give a 
major address. (RNS) 

SARAH PARROTT LEAVES 
BOARD OF MISSIONS 

Miss Sarah S. Parrott, New York, a mem
ber of the editorial and public relations staff 
of the Methodist Board of Missions for six
teen years, has resigned to return to her 
home in Newnan, Ga., and private life. 

For the last eleven years, Miss Parrott 
has been an associate editor of literature 
for the Board of Missions, first in the Wo
man's Division and for the last two years 
in the Joint Commission on Education and 

BEST 
SERMONS 

.. is the only magazine devoted 
exclusively to outstanding sermons 
by men of all faiths. 

The head of a national, Protestant 
mirnsterial association called this 
interdenominational publication 
"the best magazine (of its kind) in 
the country and probably the 
world." The Catholic Homiletic 
Society and many rabbis have 
praised it. 

Relatively new-it is in its second 
year of publication-Best Sermons 

already has established a varied 
and faithful number of subscribers. 
We feel totally confident that you 
will consider Best Sermons of 
durable value, a magazine that you 
will want to read regularly .. 

The annual subscription charge for 
Best Sermons is $3.00. It is pub
lished ev,ery other month, and each 
issue has eight or nine complete 
sermons, plus excerpts from 
others. Your check should be made 
out to Prol Publishing Co. and 
mailed to Prol at 561 Riford Road, 
Glen Ellyn, lllinoi$ 60137. (If you 
have any doubts about entering a 
subscription to a magazine you 
haven't seen, enter the subscrip
tion. Then, if you decide, for any 
reason, after you have seen your 
first copy, let us know and we'll 
return the unused portion of your 
subscription the day we hear from 
you. No hesitation. No questions. 
We honestly doubt that we'll hear 
from you, because our experience 
has been that once someone starts 
receiving Best Sermons they want 
to continue to read it.) 

Thank you 
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ALTAR BRASS WARE 

Cultivation. Her responsibilities have in
cluded supervising the editing, publishing 
of the 1966 Annual Report of the Board of 
Missions, and of literature in such fields as 
Christian social relations, missionary per
sonnel, finance, campus ministry, Methodist 
deaconess work and materials for the quad
rennial Assembly of the Woman's Society 
of Christian Service and Wesleyan Service 
Guild. 

Miss Parrott is a native of Newnan, 
Georgia. She received a B.A. degree in 
English from Randolph-Macon Woman's 
College, Lynchburg, Virginia, and did grad
uate study at William and Mary College, 
Williamsburg, Virginia. 

For four years Miss Parrott was news 
editor of the Newnan Herald. In 1950 she 
came to the Board of Missions as an edi
torial assistant. Prior to becoming associate 
editor, she was a staff writer for the De
partment of News Service of the Board. 

In addition to her editorial responsibili
ties, Miss Parrott has taught extensively in 
Woman's Society Schools of Christian Mis
sion in annual conferences. In the field of 
press relations, she regularly sent news re
leases to conference publicity and public 
relations chairmen in the Society and Guild. 

Miss Parrott has traveled widely in the 
Far East and Europe. She was a member of 
the co-opted staff of the VVorld Council of 
Churches' Information Department for the 
Third Assembly of the World Council in 
New Delhi, India in 1961. During the fall 
and winter of 1965, she visited church-re
lated Communications Centers in Japan, 
Korea, Hong Kong, India, and Thailand. 

Miss Parrott brought an ecumenical touch 
to the predominantly Methodist staff of the 
Board of Missions. She has been an active 
laywoman and deacon in the First Pres
byterian Church in New York. 

RACE RELATIONS SUNDAY 
OBSERVED FEB. 12 

Race Relations Sunday will be observed 
by Methodist churches across the nation 
Feb. 12. 

On that day, members of The Methodist 
Church will seek to promote better relations 
between the races, and they will try to 
raise $1,000,000 for 12 Methodist-related 
colleges and one student center. 

Many ministers will preach on race re-
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lations, and offerings will be taken for the 
colleges and the student center. 

LAY LEADERSHIP 
MEETINGS PLANNED 

Two groups of leaders in The Methodist 
Church's annual conference laymen's or
ganization will meet in Chicago, Ill., Febru
ary 3-5 for concurrent workshops. 

Participating in the sessions will be an
nual conference lay leaders and conference 
directors of lay speaking. Each group will 
have some meetings together and some sep
arately in Chicago's Pick-Congress Hotel. 
Topics to be discussed include the theologi
cal aspects of leadership, opening lines of 
communication between pastoral and lay 
leadership, and the sociological and psy
chological aspects of leadership. The ses
sions are sponsored by the Board of Lay . 
Activities' Section on Leadership Develop
ment and Communications. 

CHURCH-AND-COMMUNITY 
WORKERS TO MEET 

How to "update" the mission of the 
church in town and country areas of chang
ing America, and where to find and de
velop leadership for the mission, will . be 
the concerns of a workshop on "The Dy
namics of Ministry in Church and Com
munity" at Scarritt College iri Nashville 
March 6-9. 

The workshop will bring together most 
of the 90 Methodist rural church-and-com
munity workers from 29 states. All serve 
under the National Division of the Meth
odist Board of Missions. They work to help 
people and to make Methodist congrega
tions more effective in remote mountain 
and . great plains areas, open country and 
small towns, as well as in growing semi
industrial and rural non-farming areas. 

ABS PRODUCES TWO 
RECORDS FOR BLIND 

Two long-playing records featuring fifty 
favorite chapters from the Bible have been 
produced by the American Bible SocietY. as 
part of its effort to bring the Bible to the 
blind. 

Produced in connection with the Soci
ety's 150th anniversary, the records play 
at 16 2/3 revolutions per minute, the speed 
customarily used in recordings for the blind. 
Scripture chapters are read by stage and 
TV actor Wayne Tippitt. 

Cost of the set is a dollar. However, the 
ABS, in keeping with its long-established 
policy, will give a set free to any_ blind 
person upon request. (RNS) 

SEATTLE TO BE 
MISSION CENTER 

The Methodist General Board of Evan
gelism is recruiting 300 ministers and lay
men from across the nation to go for an 
evangelistic mission in the Pacific North
west Conference of The Methodist Church 
April 6-12. 

The Rev. Charles D. Whittle of the board 
staff is spearheading . the recruitment effort, 
and he said interested persons should get 
in touch with the chairmen of their respec
tive annual conference boards of evangelism 

to be nominated. 
"Churches are invited to send their min

isters or laymen and pay their expenses for 
a roundtrip to Seattle, Wash.," said Mr. 
Whittle. "Payment will be provided for ex
penses while there and during the mission 
throughout the Pacific Northwest Confer
ence." 

The Board of Evangelism has undertaken 
the recruitment at the request of Bishop 
Everett W. Palmer, Seattle, and the Pacific 
Northwest Conference, which he heads. 

"Bishop Palmer and the conference are 
especially concerned about the seventy per 
cent or more of the persons in his area who 
have no affiliation with any church," said 
Mr. Whittle. 

Theme of the evangelistic mission will be 
"Christ Calls Us to a ... CONCERN FOR 
PERSONS ... Let It Begin In Me." 

The evangelistic effort, said Mr. Whittle, 
will include preaching, evangelistic visit
ing, dialogue groups, Bible study, youth 
groups, and "public evangelism beyond the 
walls of the church." 

WELL DIGGING RIG 
SHIPPED TO INDIA 

A water-well digging rig, capable of dril
ling a . 300~foot well a day, has been dedi
cated by The Methodist Church and then 
shipped to India to help combat drought. 

Bishop Ralph T. Alton of Madison, Wisc., 
president of the Methodist Committee for 
Overseas Relief, the organization which pur
chased the rig with India Famine Appeal 
funds donated by Methodists in America last 
spring, told the assembled crowd the rig was 
to "relieve suffering and rehabilitate the 
needy." 

The rig, mounted on a heavy-duty Inter
national truck, was shipped via the St. 
Lawrence Seaway to Bombay, where it will 
be presented to AFPRO-newly organized 
Action for Food Production-an agency in 
India which coordinates church-related and 
voluntary projects for food production there. 

Carl F. Back, vice president of the Sand
erson-Cyclone Drill Co. of Orville, Ohio, 
who designed and built the rig, left for India 
three days after the cerernony here to be on 
hand when it arrives and to help adapt it if 
necessary to operations in India. 

While there, Mr. Back, a Methodist, plans 
to visit West Pakistan to advise about the 
possibility of a similar rig being sent there 
to reclaim desert areas. 

The rig cost $50,000 and is similar to one 
sent earlier this year to India by Church 
World Service. That rig was put to work im
mediately, drilling new wells and bringing 
old shallow ones to life in areas which have 
suffered from lack of water for years. 

AFPRO's goal is to provide 5.200 new 
water wells in India during 1967. Water and 
fertilizer, the other half of the need, is being 
provided to help India raise the food so 
desperately needed. 

In this on-going task, AFPRO is joined by 
the National Christian Council of India, a 
team which throws the combined efforts of 
Protestants and Catholics into the battle to 
eliminate recurring drought and famine in 
the second most populous nation in the 
world. 

WORLD OUTLOOK 



RESOLVED: 
"that any church regardless of the size 
can and should have a church library" 

Loy Lilley, Director of Christian Education, First Methodist Churclz, Pensacola, Florida 

This means that you and your church can and should 
have a library which provides additional resources for 
learning that enrich the entire ministry of the church. 
In a family, education is of great importance and books 
are considered essential. In a church "family" there 
is a similar concern for the continued growth of mem
bers. The church library can contribute to this spiritual 
growth. 

The church library is a material center where all 
recommended resources are organized for effective 
distribution. This includes books and audio-visual ma
terials-filmstrips, slides, records, maps, and pictures. 
A church school teacher reports in the Church Library 
Newsletter: 

When I consider the role of the library in 
helping me as a teacher, three facts stand out. 
First, the library provides a well-organized se
lection of materials to help me do an acceptable 
job of teaching. Second, the library is a service 
center which provides these instructional mate
rials, in a convenient location, at the time they 
are needed. Third, the librarian is a co-teacher 
with whom I keep a close working relation-rec
ommending materials and keeping her informed 
of classroom activities. 

• . . Orclcr lrom the Regional Service Ccnrcr serving your .Jrca 

1910 Main Street Filth and Grace Streets 1661 North No1thwest Hwy. 
Dallos. Texos 75221 Richmond, Ya. 23216 Park 'Ridge, 111. 60068 

1600 Queen Anne Road 201 Eighth Avenue. South 85 McAllister Street 
Teo neck, N. J. 07666 Nashville, Tenn. 37203 San Francisco, Calif. 94102 

David A. Giles, pastor of Metropolitan-Duane Meth
odist Church, New York City says: 

Our library is more than a collection of books, 
it is a center of information, inspiration, and 
sharing. 

Christian education requires proper resources just 
as any school needs a library. A church that knows 
this is well on its way to starting a library no matter 
how large or small its congregation, or how limited its 
funds. 

The technical aspects of setting up a library are 
outlined in Your Church Library, A Manual of Instruc
tion. The registration card for Church Library Service 
is included in the back of the manual. This service from 
Cokesbury entitles you to a discount of up to 20% on 
most books purchased for the church library. You will 
also receive the Church Library Newsletter with ap
proved booklists each quarter. Begin to organize and 
operate a church library, mail the coupon below for 
your free copy of the instruction manual. 

Please send a FREE copy of Your Church Library, A Manual of 
Instruction 

Street or RFD --------------------

City -------- State ------ Zip Code ----
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SUNRISE TO 
STARLIGHT 

Compiled by May Detherage. Inspi
ration and wisdom for all of life 
are found in this delightful collei::· 
tion of the world's great writing. 
The book is developed in five parts 
representing the hours of the day 
and the periods of man's life : 
Dawn (childhood), Morning 
(youth), Noontime (adulthood), 
Evening (maturity), and Nighttime 
(old age). Fully indexed by author
title-subject. Bound in dark olive 
green Kivar Kidskin with light olive 
green cloth end sheets; tied with 
an "old gold" cord. Boxed in an at
tractive gift box covered with sun
burst gold paper. Thirty full-page 
photographs. Size 8Y2"xl l". 208 
pages. $4.95 

THE TREASURY OF 
INSPIRATIONAL 

CLASSICS 
Compiled by Bliss Albright. A treas
ure chest of inspiration from these 
classics: Acres of Diamonds, As a 
Man Thinketh, Friendship, The 
Majesty of Calmness, Of the Imi
tation of Christ, Life's Extras, The 
Story of the Other Wise Man, Fav
orite Inspirational Poems, and The 
Greatest Thing in the World. Peo
ple of all ages from throughout the 
world have read and enjoyed these 
books. Now, in one volume, you 
can own the best of each of these 
familiar works by famous authors . 
Includes bits of poetry, Scripture, 
and devotional thoughts touching 
on all aspects of life. Attractively 
bound. Size 7"x 10". 192 pages . 

$3.95 

Shop in puton •f lhu~ Cokrs&ury Slotti : 
Atlanta • Baltimore • Boston • Chicago • Cincinnati 
Dollos • Detroit • Kansas City • Los An9dn • Nashville 

New York• Pittsburgh • Richmond • Son Francisco 

COKESBURY 
Send mail orders to Regional Service Centers 

DALLAS, TEXAS 75221 • NASHVILLE, TENN. 37203 
PARK RIDGE, ILL. 60068 • RICHMOND, VA. 23216 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94102 • TEANECK, N. J. 07666 

Please send m e the follow ing bool~s: 
_copies, Sunrise to Starlight @ $4.95 each. (AP) 
_copies, The Treasury of Inspirational Classics @ 

$3.95 each. (RV) 

0 Pnymen t enclosed 0 Charge my account 
0 Open a new account 

Postage extra. 

Add s tate sales tax where it applies 

Send to ----------------

Street or RFD --------------

City 

Stale --------Zip Code -----
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