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A name is very important as the best
means of identification. Be sure your
church and your minister are properly identified by all who pass by. This
all-new Church Marker for use on the
lawn or a wall is the perfect way to.
list the name of the church, minister's
name, and the hours for your worship services and church school.
Place one of these attractive markers
on your church lawn right away!

CHURCH SCHOOL
10

A.M.

WORSHIP SERVICE
1 1 A. M. • 8

P. M.

PASTOR

's

NEW CHURCH
MARl{ER
For Lawn Or Wall

Measures 48 inches wide, 36 inches high, encased in black enameled "T" angle frame
surmounted by two ornamental scrolls and one 11 gauge die·stamped cross in black
enamel. Mounting equipment includes two 2-inch square tubular upright posts 7 feet 6
inches long, topped with · 4-inch Grecian urn ornaments. Cadmium plated bolts and nuts
and attaching clips are included.
Basic copy, including "Methodist Church," "Church School,'' and "Worship Services" pairted .di-'· ·
rectly on sign. Individual church name, pastor's name, hours for worship services and church school
will be added as specified on your order. Church name in 31/2-inch letters, other copy in . llh-inch letters, or as proportion dictates. ALL LETTERS AND BORDER OUTLINED IN REFLECTED CODIT WHICH GLOWS AT NIGHT. Cross is reflective also. Transportation extra from Nashville, Tenn.
Specify truck or rail shipment when you order.
Single-faced lawn sign. Shpg. wt., 70 lbs. (EZ) ........ -.· ......................... $60.85
Double-faced lawn sign. Shpg. wt., 88 lbs. (EZ) ... . ... ... ...... . . ............ ._ ... $85.85
Sign for wall mounting (with or without scrolls and cross, specify) including wall attachments.
Shpg. wt., 40 lbs. (EZ) ............................... . ...................... . $49.95
Send Moil Otdcrs fo Regional ScrVicc Centers
DALLAS 1, TEXAS • NASHVILLE 3, TENN. • PARK RIDGE, Ill.
RICHMOND 16, VA. • SAN FRANCISC0 .2, CALIF. • TEANECK, N. 1~
COKESBURY RETAIL STORES

Atlanta • Baltimcrc • Boston • ,Chicago • Cincinnati
Dallas • Detroit • Kansas City • . Los Angeles • Nashville
New York • Pittsburgh • Portland • Richmond • San Fra~cisco
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A UNION SERVICE OF AFRICAN WOMEN
New hope came at the evidences of the
strength of the church in a Union Service of
the African \Vomnn's Societies in the spring of
1964.
There were the Dutch Heformed ladies in
their red and green uniforms, and the Chun:h
of Scotland Indies in white blouses and black
skirts. The African Independent Church women
were in pink and blue uniforms. ~fothodist
women wore red and blue. (I was proudly
wearing red and blue, having been just recently
received as a member of this band).
There were other groups, not in uniform.
Our hostesses, Salvation Army ladies, wore
plain tan uniforms, but they swung their tambourines in a stirring and pic;turesque way, to
accompany the singing of hymns.
The women stood up, one after another, giving their testimonies.
Mn.nnEn TAYLOn
African Girls' Hostel, 7 Hosgood Ave.
Umtnli, Southern Hhodesia, Africa
RETREAT CAMP IN BRAZIL
Eighty men, women, and children from Central Methodist and Sao Paulo churches, and
from Uniao and Missionaria Capclas, joined in
a five-day retreat on a huge ranch near here.
\Ve borrowed tents and equipment from the
Boy Scouts and local army post. We packed
everything into two big trucks and drove out
onto the great plain.
\Ve cleared a grassy spot under trees for a
chapel. Here the Heverend Mr. Smith and the
Heverend Mr. Gerson led daily Bible studies,
and classes on neighborhood evangelization.
Chores and study periods were interspersed
with swimming in the river, volley ball and
soccer. There were games for the young folk in
the evenings.
BETHANY Roun-1
Campinas Language School
Caixa Postal 170
Vruguninma Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil
PROGRESS IN A PASTORS' SCHOOL
IN THE CONGO AT MAGIC LAKE
This year the annual conference enlarged
the pastors' school to include all eight districts,
and all the pastors came--46 of them.
Some of the wives came, too, and they had
classes morning and afternoon. Lorraine Enright and Jenn \Volford did the teaching. Their
pupils were eager to learn to read, to write their
names, to sew skirts, to cook eggs, and to study
the scriptures.
One of the highlights was the use of the
flnnnelgraphs which had been sent to us, a
wonderful aid in Bible teaching.
Kafokumba, Hepublic of Congo, is 80 miles
from the nearest mission station. There are no
stores, in fact, there isn't even a village. Our
home is made of mud brick dried in the sun.
The pastors occupied huts, which are
huddled nearby in a clearing in the jungle.
Twenty feet in front of our door is Magic
Lake.
How thankful we are for this pince where we
may "draw apart, and draw near to our Lord."
MARVIN AND JEAN \VOLFOl\D
1964 address:
c/o Stanley P. Wolford
RFD, Abingdon, Illinois
MEMORIES OF AFRICA
At the Africa \Vriting Center, Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia we experienced friendship with
fellow students from all over Africa. vVe tried
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to understand when they gave voice to deep
currents of nationalism.
At the Kikuyu Adult Literacy Project in
Kenya we have seen grown people read and
write for the first time in their lives. \Ve noted
the strong witness of the Anglican, Presbyterian,
Baptist, Salvation Army, and Methodist
Churches cooperating in this venture.
At Springer Institute, l\folungwishi, Congo,
we have taught students who see their world
changing.
We have heard Methodists in the African villages plead with us to bring books for them to
buy.
}ACK AND LETA GonHAM

Furlough address, 1964:
626 North Beckley, Dallas, Texas

SACRED MUSIC IN RIO
In times of rapid change we must find new
ways to show to men in tumultuous political situations that the way of the Master has something yet to say to the affairs of men.
\Ve have moved to a new assignment. This is
at Colegio Bennett, a fine girls' school, and the
location of a School of Sacred Music. There is
real challenge in all levels. Many of the girls
who attend tl1is school come from well-to-do,
but unhappy home situations. Constantly, Bennett seeks to improve its ways of showing how
God can act in individual lives.
Bennett also gives, annually, over eight
million cru;:;ieros in discounts and scholarships.
The School of Sacred Music is training leaders in church music in a tl1ree-year course,
which nearly every student attends by means
of scholarship or otl1er financial help. Those
things are made possible through you.
Smm.EY AND KEITH BunNS
Colegio Bennett
Rua Marques de Abrantes, 55
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

CHURCH UNION ON THE
RIVER PLATE
Perhaps tl1e most important event of the annual conference meeting in January was that
the total ministerial membership reached 26,
which means that Uruguay became a full annual conference and no longer a provisional
annual conference. Therefore, we had the right
to sef!d two delegates to the General Conference in Pittsburgh in April.
Another important step was tl1e approval of
church union with the Disciples of Christ and
the Waldensian Church to form the United
Church of Christ in tl1e River Plate (Argentina,
Uruguay and Paraguay). Actually no one
knows when the details for union will be
worked out, but it has definitely been established that these churches will unite.
CELIA AND GEOHGE PlGUE[ION
Duxareo 1117 ap. 901
Montevideo, Uruguay
EARNING A ROOF IN LIBERIA
Many villages in the Gbarnga District have
built churches. The incentive has come in part
from the offer of free zinc roofs. A gift from
the Methodist people in Norway is making this
possible. If the villagers put up the walls of a
church, the roof is given them.
In many instances, it is necessary to carry
the building logs long distances. This labor is
contributed not only by able-bodied men but
also by women and children. It is not unusual
to see women carrying heavy logs on their
heads, or children struggling with long,
awkward poles. Building a village church in
Liberia is truly a community project.
\VENDELL AND CLAHA GOLDEN
Gbarnga Methodist Mission
c/o The College of West Africa
Liberia, West Africa
4
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CLINIC IN COSTA RICA
Costa Hica is an exceptional Latin American
country. It has a higher standard of living than
most of the countries "south of the border."
Few slum areas are to be found in the city, a
characteristic of so many urban areas in the
world today. However, in the rural area there is
a great deal of poverty. The government is attempting to remedy some of the problems, by
its agricultural extension programs, and its
priority in the field of education.
On weekends we take trips to a small clinic
built near an orphanage operated by the Latin
American Mission. It is a one-hour trip into
the mountains. The children and I spend the
day at tl1e orphanage farm, while Jim works in
the clinic. The clinic is staffed voluntarily by
a Catholic dentist and several Protestant
physicians, and serves a large rural area. Some
people walk for three hours to reach the clinic.
THE ALLEYS
Apartado 2240
San Jose, Costa Rica

VILLAGE DRAMA IN INDIA
In March we all went to a village <lrama.
Episodes from the Old Testament were presented, leading up to the birth and the early
ministry of Jesus. The second night there was
a Passion Play. This dramatic program is an experiment in how to present the gospel to village people. Several thousand came and most
people stayed to the end and listened.
Now the village catechists are trying to find
out how much was understood. They are selling scripture portions, and answering questions.
Probably the script of the drama will be reworked in the light of their findings. To us
this is an exciting and promising experiment in
how to communicate effectively with Hindu
people.
MAHY DU1\n.c
Christian Medical College
Vellore, N. Arcot, India

"LOOKING TO THE MOUNTAIN"
IN JAPAN
The name of the Retreat Center at Mt.
Myoko is Kozanso. It means "looking to the
mountain," and it is from Psalm 121.
The first summer, Kozanso was used by 15
groups, totaling 310 people. During the second
summer season, with the welcome addition of
a cottage, 31 groups came with a total of 609
people. Church camps and retreats were held.
And already the 1964 summer schedule is
practically filled.
The overnight fee for adults is 40 cents, and
for children, 30 cents.
The church people in Niigata have contributed to the camp in many ways. Much of
the equipment was contributed. Housewives of
three city churches made the bedding and
cushions. Work campers creosoted the buildings, finished inside partitions, and made an
outdoor worship circle.
HATSUl\!I AND Jmm Moss
812, 2-chome, Suido-cho, Niigata, Japan
A HEALING MISSION IN KOREA
Severance Hospital is now a part of Yonsei
University. The Hospital is on the campus, a
new building completed in August of 1962.
There is a Medical School and a School of
Nursing.
We are hoping to start some sort of Physical
Therapy course. But since we are not teachers
by profession, this is a difficult task. We do feel
that our main job is to teach the Koreans to be
good therapists, so that they can work without
us.
The hospital has a large out-patient clinic.
The Crippled Children's Center, though housed
in a separate building, is a part of the hospital.

}.!any of the doctors at the hospital have been
trained in the States.
I have been working mostly with the cerebral
palsy patients at the Crippled Children's Center
and the hospital. I'm glad for the opportunity
of working here, and of teaching others about
cerebral palsy treatment techniques.
Do remember Korea in your prayers.
LELA JOHNSTON
Methodist Mission
International P.O. Box 1182, Seoul, Korea

CAMPING DAYS IN PERU
I served as counselor in a high-school-age
camp for young people from the jungle and the
mountain regions. In a little Sierra village we
had our campsite, and studied the tl1eme,
"Know Thyself." From this camp we coul<l
view the beautiful white glacier, Huaitapaina.
In October there was another work camp of
young people from Lima. It is difficult to believe how many things were accomplished in
just two days. A volley ball court was made, a
shade area was constructed, and the school
building was painted inside and out.
On Saturday afternoon our young people
went out in house-to-house visiting. Evangelistic tracts were distributed, and the young people of the community were invited to a campfire
program that evening.
PAT RIDDELL
Colegio Maria Alvarado
Apartado 2144, Lima, Peru

METHODIST CAMP IN PERU
During the summer months our Metl10dist
camp at Tambo de Mora, Chincha, was the
center of much of the work. The National
Evangelical Council met in annual assembly
tl1ere in early January. The Salvation Army
used the camp, and there were five camps
planned by tl1e Board of Christian Education.
In March our family and other leaders accompanied a group of twelve young people
during twelve days of preparation for evangelism tl1rough the local church.
ELTON AND JANICE WATLINGTON
Apartado 1386, Lima, Peru

"CUPS OF COLD WATER"
FOR CHILDREN IN A NEW NATION
As this new nation seeks to establish itself
and is overwhelmed by so many responsibilities
and problems our church is called, more
urgently than ever before, to give many "cups
of cold water" in tl1e name of Christ.
My assignment is to tlie Gamble Memorial
Home for Girls. Here we have 27 Arab and
Kabyle girls, ranging in age from 3 to 21. Each
one is here because of some special need.
There is Houria, for instance, who is here
because no one ever came to claim her after
she was rescued from a burning hospital
bombed in Algiers during the war. \Ve do not
know her real name or age, but we guess that
she is about seven years old.
Thank you for your letters, your prayers, and
for every other expression of your support.
KAY GnEENE
B. P. 401, Constantine, Algeria
SOUTHERN ASIA IN SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
An enthusiastic response was given to a
county-wide study course on "The Church's
Mission in Southern Asia." Thirty-eight women
participated in four sessions. They brought materials, clippings, and questions. I have never
led as interested a group. I'm grateful for all
that went into this, my first experience in
church and community work.
LoIS Jo1msoN, Deaconess
Shawnee Hills Group Ministry of Southern
Illinois
Box 575, Vienna, Illinois
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I

i

I ,
1'
1

I,

Africa
Central
Conference

movement? \i\That will be the place of
the missionary in future years?
WonLD OUTLOOK is planning firsthand coverage of this conference as
one of the unusually meaningful
events of the summer and possibly of
the decade. Christians in the West are
invited to join the worldwide fellowship of concern and intercessory
prayer for Africa and for this important meeting.

Among the significant events of a
year crowded with momentous conferences and conventions is the Africa
Central Conference of The .Methodist Church, scheduled to meet at
Katubue in the Republic of the Congo
A New Era
August 20-30. Of great interest is the
expected election of four bishops, any
The recent passage of the Civil
or all of whom may be chosen from a Rights Bill by the Congress of the
corps of African national preachers United States, together with actions
who have assumed increasing stature taken by the 1964 General Conferin recent years. None of them has ence of The .Methodist Church, could
hitherto held the episcopal office, help to usher in a new era in the
though, under the prophetic leader- troubled area of race.
ship of Bishop Newell S. Booth since
Such an era is desperately needed.
1945 and under similarly forward- It is now more than one hundred
looking administration by Bishop years since the Emancipation ProclaRalph E. Dodge for several years from mation was signed and ten years since
the board offices and more recently in the Supreme Court issued its mothe field, a number of able men have mentous school desegregation deshared as much episcopal responsi- cision. These have been tumultuous
bility as could be delegated. Despite years and the tumult has not yet died
the need for many more well edu- down.
Now the highest legislative bodies
cated and experienced leaders in
in the nation and in the denomination
every phase of life, the churches of have intervened and put the weight
Africa seem to be better prepared for of their influence solidly on the side
the transfer of authority to indigenous of equality for all men and against any
administration than most secular or- form of racial segregation.
ganizations. The consecration of the
The actions of neither state nor
first African b_ishops, now confidently church are perfect, to be sure. The
predicted, will be a memorable oc- Civil Rights Bill was moderate to becasion for the denomination and for gin with and amendments moderated
Africa.
its effects even more. Again, the Bill
Perhaps more important than the will do very little for many Negroes
election of bishops or other official living in the racial ghettoes of northacts at Katubue, however, will be the ern cities, where poverty, lack of trainspirit and mood in which African ing and a psychological outlook com.Methodists face the critical issues and pounded of despair and rage tend to
keep inhabitants pri,soners of their enbaffiing problems before them. The
vironments. These people have heard
situation in Angola is most trying, and
the rhetoric of democracy before and
serious difficulties persist in the the baby still gets bitten by rats.
Congo, while new crises are emergNor are the actions of General Coning in Southern Rhodesia and .Mozam- ference with its timid reliance on pure
bique. Will the warm, emotion-laden, voluntarism a shining light in the
aggressive evangelism of earlier con- wilderness. The politics of comproquests survive the sobering events of mise are often needed but they can
recent years? Will African .Methodism hurt as much as help if applied at the
plan expansion into new fields, or will wrong time. It yet remains to be seen
reorganization and the possibility of whether .Methodism has not once
retrenchment occupy the mind of the again sidestepped a moral issue in the
church? What will be the attitude of name of harmony.
the increasingly autonomous leaderThese are words of realism and of
ship in Africa toward the ecumenical ,caution; they are not words of despair.
AUGUST 1964

They underline the fact that social
revolutions do not occur easily, particularly in institutional form. Nevertheless, they occur. We may have to
be dragged unwillingly across the
threshold into the new era but, still,
here we are.
It is now a question of how we adjust to this new situation. In terms of
the law, acceptance and compliance
are minimal conditions. It is hard to
think of anything more destructive
to the social fabric than disregard of
this law. Some sections will undoubtedly be challenged in the courts. This
is proper; non-compliance with the
law is not.
In the case of churches, the question is a different one. There is no
machinery of enforcement. General
Conference, in effect, accepted the
word of those people who pleaded for
a chance to work matters out in their
own way. Basic to this acceptance was
the belief that this was an honest
statement. One remembers the admirable statement of Bishop John
Owen Smith of Atlanta that he intended to take seriously the intention
of the Conference and to work to apply that intention.
This attitude, and not the cynical
claims of other delegates that nothing
has to be done, is a responsible reaction to General Conference.
But all these are questions of justice
and of good citizenship. These are
surely matters for the citizen and the
churchman to consider but the Christian must consider more. He must
consider love.
The churches of this country have
begun to see this and that is why they
have been active in the civil rights
movement, to demonsh·ate righteousness and to open channels for love.
To the Christian, love is the law of
life. He must proclaim this and demonstrate this or he will perish. The
church exists by mission, it has been
said; similarly, the Christian exists by
love.
This is not an easy saying and the
Christian knows only too well the
power of pride and of self-love. He
must struggle against this tendency
to divide, to shut out rather than accept, every day. And this sh1.1ggle is
social as well as personal. Race is one
focus of this struggle today. Any step
forward in that struggle can lead us
toward a new era.
[ 377]
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EDITORIALS CONT'D

Jewish-Christian
Re Iationsh ip
The time draws near for the third
session of the Second Vatican Council. It is the most important session
of the Council as far as world issues
go. Perhaps the issue which is causing the most discussion in the press
of this counh-y is the relationship of
Roman Catholics to Jews.
Rabbis are warning their congregations tl1at no pressure must be put
on tl1e Christians to adopt any proposed statement on the relationships
between Jews and Christians. "This,"
they are saying, "is a distinctly Christian issue."
The relationship of Catholics and
Jews as proposed by the Vatican
Council is a recognition of a religious
relationship. Jews and Christians
share tl1e same heritage from the Old
Testament. The Christian religion
has its roots in the Hebraic religion.
The relationship does not suggest
proselytism-it suggests that there be
study and communication in the religious field which affects both groups.
The relationship is long overdue. It
is one that has caused uneasiness between Protestants and Jews. It is easy
to confuse tl1e relationship between
Christian and Jews with the relationship between Christians and other religions. The Jewish-Christian relationship is peculiarly intimate and has
been bypassed long enough.
We are trusting that the forthcoming Cotmcil will have guidance
for all Christians.
Surely the sharing of Jewish religious thought with any Christian
group could have deep and profound
significance for Christians everywhere. Let us hope that the Jewish
relationship will be kept distinct from
consideration of other religions, important as they may be.

Priest Suggests Roman
Catholics Work With
YMCA and YWCA
Father Louis Putz, director of
Catholic Action at Notre Dame University, has suggested that Roman
Catholics work with the YMCA and
the YWCA so that all Christians can
learn to communicate with one another on an institutional level.
6
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The priest said that, while to some
extent, "we have learned to communicate on a theological level ... there
must be total change of policy in
Catholic relations with non-Catholics
on other levels."
This is most interesting in the light
of the YWCA's policy to study the religious implications of its purpose and
program throughout its Associations
in the United States. The necessity
for tl1is, leaders in the YWCA felt,
was the change in ecumenical climate
between Protestants and Catholics
and a change in religious relationship
between Christians and Jews. Evidently, unity of a kind is being approached on two sides.

Taiwan Churches
Study Mission of the Church
Since the communists took over the
mainland of China, and Taiwan became the center of the National
China government, the Christian
churches have had difficulty in getting together. There were also refugees, many of them, from different
sections in China. There were all types
of doctrines represented, in sects as
well as in the more established
churches.
There is a move, however, that suggests a new spirit today.
Under the Tainan Theological College sponsorship a survey has been
conducted on both the community on
the island and the Christian churches
within it. On the basis of the survey
recommendations will be submitted
for a program of joint action by the
island's Protestant churches.
The impetus for the survey, which
has the support of Taiwan's Episcopal, Presbyterian, Lutheran, and
Methodist churches, grew out of a
series of interdenominational meetings on the island. It is part of the
plan for tl1e celebration in 1965 of
the centenary of Protestant work in
Taiwan, which will have as its theme:
"Into the Second Century Together."
It is significant that a part of the
survey's study will be a review of relationships with Roman Catholics.
Since 1945 the Christian communities of Taiwan have grown from less
than one per cent of the total population to five per cent. There has been
a projection of denominations and
independent churches now ntll11bering fifty organizations.

There has been, also, an explosive
growth in the Roman Catholic
Church, which has grown from 8,000
in 1945 to 245,000 today.
All this indicates, say the Christians
of Taiwan, "tlrn need to pause and
take stock of this hopeful, yet bewildering situation."
The survey sounds as if the
churches of Taiwan have the vitality
needed for this day.

The YWCA
And Christian Experimentation
The World YWCA is experimenting
in new programs through some major
consultations on YWCA work in areas
in which Christians are in a minority.
At the same time it is surveying conditions of work and opportunities for
vocational training for women in
these areas.
It is interesting that two regional
conferences to be held on problems of
early school leavers and out of school
education will be held in both North
America and Latin America.
This type of program experimentation by a world Christian body is to
be welcomed by the whole Christian
world. Not bound by ecclesiastical
structure the YWCA can h-y new
ventures that may be of benefit to
churches all over the world.

UNITY-The Elusive Goal
As we go to press Mr. Cyrillo
Adoula becomes tlrn head of tl1e new
caretaker government in the Congoa government which will serve until
tl1e appointment of a government of
transition which will prepare national elections.
Mr. Adoula, who has been the Premier of the Congo, has given time
and thought against b'emendous odds
to the elusive goal of unity of his
country. Although none of his fellow
countrymen turned out to mark the
departure of the United Nations officials-a group that had served the
Congo for four years-Mr. Adoula
broadcast an appreciation. He declared that the international organization, which at one time had twenty
thousand men from twenty cotmtries,
had been a "decisive factor" in the reunification of his counh-y.
It is hoped that Mr. Adoula will be
able to achieve his elusive goal. His
recognition of the international role is
significant.
WORLD OUTLOOK

"Laborers in the Vineyard," hy
S:ulao \Vatanahc. Watanabe lrns
been called one of Japan's ten
greatest ntodern print artists
h)' James J\1iehcncr; has had
three one-man shows in the
Unitefl States.
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acbristian witness in a1·t
By THOMAS W. KLEWIN
Although Christians in Japan
are a tiny minority, there are a
number of Christian artists
working in various media in that
country where art is so important
a part of the cultme. Chaplain Klewin,
who has served in Japan, tells
of their work.
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a ·prominent churchman
wrote the following: "Too often
the Christian artist feels himself
ignored, rebuffed, and even repelled by
the Church or by ecclesiastical authority." In Japan this is certainly h·ue, for
here the Christian artist works with little
or no encouragement from the Church or
with any recognition of his place in the
evangelization of Japan.
At first glance it would almost seem
incongruous to suppose that a tiny minority of Christians numbering less than
one per cent of the total population could
produce enough qualified artists to make
a Christian impact on the Japanese people.

R

ECENTLY

Nor is there anything in our 'Vestern
world to support the idea that the artist
has a role in the mission outreach of the
Church. For if Christ and the Christian
faith are no longer a popular subject in
the art world of the Christian "'est, it is
certain to be of much less vital interest
to the non-Christian East.
Christian art has never possessed a historical tradition in Japan. Protestantism
itself has only recently celebrated its centennial in the islands, and during much
of that time Japanese nationalism looked
upon every evidence of the Christian
faith with distrust. Prior to the war subtle
pressures under the guise of patriotism
were exerted on the Clrnrch and the
[

37~)

l

7

"Good Friday," by Francois Nakayanrn. Nakayama, noted for both
etchings and oils, is one of six
etchers
currently
representing
Japan in a worldwide traveling exhibit. TI1e family of Jesus and children are hound together in suffering.

artist who dared to use Christian themes.
This automatically placed the artist
under suspicion.
The present phenomenon of good
Christian art has arisen from the ashes
of ·world vVar II and the new Japanese
constitution which guarantees religious
freedom to all faiths.
But the war also deeply stirred the
conscience and the soul of the Christian
artist. He has intuitively sensed that postwar Japan is a nation groping for its soul
and for a religion to replace the emperor
worship of the prewar years. One intelligent young artist acknowledged this by
saying: "We Japanese have a knowledge
of many religions, yet we possess none
of them." The sensitive Christian artist
has recognized this need in his fellow
countryman and is attempting to fill this
void through the medium of his brush
and canvas.
Sadao Watanabe, Japan's leading
Christian print artist, has best summed
up this feeling by confessing: "I have
always aspired to portray Biblical stories, for in this disturbed world I .would
like to bring the voice of God from
heaven."
In few countries does the Christian
artist have a better opporhmity to fill a
8
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"Peter and the Cock," by Juru
Fm·uta. Furuta is a Methodist artist
and university teacher, who studied
at Drew University.

vital role in proclaiming the Gospel than
in Japan. For the Japanese people are
vitally interested in the fine arts. Every
Japanese is conscious of beauty whether
it has been created by nature or by man.
From infancy, each individual is also
taught to respect the artist for his ability
to create beauty.
Twenty-five thousand professional artists in the city of Tokyo bear testimony
to the Japanese national interest in art.
Dozens of art shows are held each week
not only in museums and galleries, but
in each major department store of every
major city. Lines of people are an indication of a willingness to pay the price of
a theater ticket to visit an art exhibit.
The Japanese Christian artist is speaking to these art-conscious fellow countrymen through the medium of his work.
Each artist in his own way and with his .
own original technique is attempting to
place an expression of the Christian faith
on a canvas where others may see it.
Consequently, they have become interpreters of the vVord as much as any
clergyman might he. For one speaks to
the ear, the other to the eye.
Perhaps more than any other individual the Christian artist in Japan is in a
position to reach the needs of "his own

people. The artist is a product of the
country in which he lives. Today Japan is
in the process of a great and rapid cultural b·ansition. It is not uncommon to
have the old Japan with its classical silk
screen paintings, its thatched-roofed
country homes, and its kimono-clad individuals intermingled with the latest horror movie, the newest in progressive jazz,
and black jacketed teen-agers riding
motorcycles. In between these two extremes of culture are all possible variations and shades of a composite culture.
It is to this polyglot of culture the
Japanese Christian artist must direct his
brush. For Christ speaks to each culture,
and the artist's duty is to interpret
Christ's message to the particular culture
in which his people live. Because the
Japanese world is in such a confused
stage of h·ansition and is manifesting
such varying degrees of cultural change,
Japanese Christian art must run the entire gamut of art technique.
A few of the artists are still speaking
to the old Japan with all of its traditions. From this group comes the one
style with which we in America are most
familiar. It is no longer typical Japanese
art, but is directed to those who still
cling to the ancient culture of historical
WOHLD OUTLOOK
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"The Three 'Vise l\Ien," hy
Kimiko Koseki, is in traditional Noh style of painting.
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"Family Prayer," also hy l\liss
Koseki, combines traditional
and more contemporary :IJI·
proaches.

~'
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Japan. The Japanese Madonna and child
is meant for those Japanese who are not
yet wHling to become a part of a cosmopolitan society.
The vast majority of the young artists
are working in the field of impressionistic
art where the modern soul of young
Japan seems to have found a home. The
Japanese have always possessed the
unique ability to think in the absb·act,
and for them this art has great meaning.
It is to this new postwar generation of
Japanese who are searching for a meaning to life that the modern Christian artist is appealing. He has recognized that
the youth of Japan have lost their faith
in the traditional religions of the islands
and as yet have not discovered a replacement. It is the Christian artist who is trying to reach them with the message of
the love of God in Christ. And he is
speaking to them in terms they best
understand-modern impressionism.
Between these two extremes lies the
vast bulk of Japanese Christian art. For
many of the artists have received their
training in Europe and the vast majority
of the Japanese are acquainted with the
world of Western art. They have
absorbed much of the cultural heritage
of the \Vest and it has left an imprint on
AUGUST 1964

their appreciation both for \Vestern
music and art. The Christian artist has
discerned this fact, and has used this
medium to assist his people in an understanding of the message of God.
Regardless of which art form they may
use, all the artists have one common
bond which links them to the rich historical stream of Christian art and 'vith
each other in a land where Christ is little
known. This bond is their common love

for Christ and the need to place the
Gospel on canvas.
Professor l\fasao Takenaka of Doshisha School of Theology has perhaps
best summed up the need for recognition of these men. He wrote recently: "I
believe the Church must show an interest in indigenous Christian art in Japan.
I believe it is one of the most important
fields today in the life and mission of the
church in Asia."
[ 381]
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By EUNICE H. SLUYTER
Miss Sluyter is secretary of
tl1e Committee on Cliristia11
Literature of Tlie Methodist
Cl111rc71 in India.

More

Than
We
Are

V. V. Corn elius

Village reading rooms arc small and ct·owded, but no one seems lo 1nind.

~~THIS

BOOK has given me something which has changed my
whole outlook," said an Urdu
reader in a North Indian reading room.
This is our job-making it possible for
more people to read, think and to become more than they are. The educative
process is slow. Reading for pleasure is
a new experience for many, and reading
by one's self requires a new discipline.
Small wonder that in Pakaur only a few
curious women dare to venture out on
Ladies' Night though the reading room is
reserved for them on Friday evening.
Many who have attended school have
memorized facts from text books and this
has been their only reading experience.
To read freely and discover new ideas
which may change life is new.
The reading room is one way of reaching readers in cities and towns. Here
books, magazines, papers and discussions
stimulate minds. Several like the Urduspeaking gentleman have acknowledged
a changed attitude, an acceptance of a
better way of life, and some have become Christians-b·uly becoming more
than they are.
So many new towns are springing up,
particularly in the industrial areas, that

V. V. Cornelius

The Book Room in the Publishing House al Lucknow offers an opporltrnity for browsing.
V. V. Cornolius

Preparing tin trunk libraries for
distribution to villages.
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it is impossible to provide reading rooms
for all of them. Almost all these new
townships have some Christian families.
There are no book shops, no libraries and
very little recreation so far, and a mobile
van would be ideal to meet the challenge
that is now so obvious for all levels of
industrialists. vVe long for a library on
wheels to take books each week to these
people who are living in new situations
among peoples of all communities and
various languages. Some are readers
without books and many are potential
readers-those who know how but have
never found satisfaction in reading. A
mobile library in the Bihar industrial
area would require books in English,
Hindi, Bengali and Tamil. The readers
would range from new literates to university graduates.
In recognition of this need we look at
publishers' lists and book shops and find
a shortage. '~'bile Christian publishers
have an immediate challenge to produce
more and more books, authors must
write manuscripts which will be acceptable and this is a matter of long range
policy of training writers. Last year a
Christian writing center was started at
Nasik. The hospital that once was desperately needed is no longer a necessity
because other hospitals have been
opened there. The nursing school building has made an ideal place for short
term writing courses where persons from
all over India attend for three or six
weeks. Three Methodists from Hyderabad Conference have had these courses
in English and they are now holding
writing institutes in Telugu.
These are district workers, pastors,
teachers who know the readers and know
what to write and with b·aining are learning the technique of expressing it in
print. This necessary combination is resulting in "clown to earth" manuscripts
which speak to readers.
An~- spol will
V. V. Cornelius

By 1970 India expects to have 130 million new readers in addition to the present 120 million.
Over the last thirty-five years there
have been prophets pointing to this
growing literature need, but in 19G3 for
the :first time an All India Literature
Conference brought together representatives from more than forty Christian Literature groups. This was made possible
by the Committee on VVorlcl Literacy and
Christian Literature, New York. The report of this conference has been published in a book of 212 pages entitled,
"From Dialogue to Deeds."
As we worked on priority needs we
were overwhelmed by the enormity of
the task:
India has fourteen major languages.
Assam alone has more than fifty tribal languages and dialects.
Less than three per cent of the counh·y is
Christian, including Protestant and
Roman Catholic.
Twenty-five per cent of India is literate.
The daily per capita income is about
ten cents a day.
Journalists, creative writers, editors, sales;ncn among the Christians are very few.
Most church literature budgets arc very
small and pooling resources is just beginning.
Books are not necessities for most people.
The purchasing power of the average
Christian is unbelievably low.
During the last two quadrennia The
l'vlethoclist Church has made progress.
Funds from U.S.A. have made possible
this program.
1) Eleven conferences have distributed
500 tin trunk libraries-each having
about 100 books.
2) Approximately 250 persons have attended short courses in writing, book
selling, seminars for village librarians,
reading room personnel and writing
for new literates.
3) Three new hook shops have been

do as a reading room if something lo read
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4)
5)

G)

7)
8)
9)

10)

opened and one more moved into a
new building.
About thirty reading rooms have
been opened.
Three book manuscripts have been
written by groups. W.S.C.S. program
books have also been written by
groups for the last five years. All
have been h·anslated into six or eight
languages.
A monthly newsletter has gone out
since 1956 giving titles of newly
published books in English and
Hindi.
Four language areas have full time
persons for literature.
Hegular writing contests arc helping
us discover potential authors.
In evcrv area where i\kthodists arc.
intcrch~rch literature groups ha,·c
i\kthodist representatives and cooperation.
A group over the course of two years
wrote a new Bible correspondence
course entitled, "The Christian Life,"
offered in both English and Hindi.
So far 1,255 persons have taken this.

Although these are activities sponsored
by the Commission on Christian Literature other Methodist projects are closely
related mid bene:Scial to the total literature program. For example, Isabella
Thoburn College two years ago opened
a graduate library science course where
Christian college women can get a degree in library science.
Miss Irene \\Tells, an associate secretary in the Council of Christian Education, has clone excellent work improving
school libraries and training library
squads. The Lucknow Publishing House
has been expanding year by year and
offers better press facilities. Plans are
underway for a new publishing program
and increased disb·ibution. The emphasis
on 'Vorld Christian Literature in the
church in the U.S. has given us in India
support and encouragement. Books are
helping us to be more than we are.

available.
V. V. Cornelius
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HE transistor radio is the new
status symbol of this continent.
People in all walks of life own
them. Prices have fallen sufficiently in the
Inst two years or more to make the purchase of a portable model with medium
and shortwave bands easily within reach
of even domestic servants who, for the
most part, are near the bottom of the
wage list. Even our newspaper boy
carries one about with him in his daily
rounds. t-.fasai tribesmen in southern
Kenya who are among the most primitive
in East Africa if not Africa as a whole
have accepted the radio as one of the
few innovations of the modern world
worth their acknowledgment.
The director of the British Broadcasting Company's External Broadcasting
Services recently described the rapidly
multiplying numbers of radio receivers
here as nothing short of a revolution. He
went on to say, "The speed of this de-

T

Mr. Maclin is a l\fothodist missionary
who has been working with the Broadcasting and Audio-Visual Services of the
All Africa Conference of Churches, particularly with the powerful station, Radio Voice of the Gospel, located in Ethiopia. Herc is his analysis of the tremendous impact that radio is playing in
Africa today.

velopment and its consequences are going to be greater than those which
flowed from the invention of printing in
Germany."
Today there are six times as many
radio receivers in sub-Saharan Africa as
there were just eight years ago. There
are now more receivers per hundred
people in Africa than in Asia. Undoubtedly the rate of increase will be
even greater in the immediate future as
newly independent governments en-

courage the ownership of radio sets for
educational and propaganda purposes.
Many have been placed in social centers
and clubs by governments in country
after country. The same applies to television which is still in its infancy.
Although in some African countries
there is only one radio per hundred, the
statistics vmy greatly. For example,
there is one radio for every eighty people in the Republic of the Congo
(Leopoldville); one for every twentythree people in Ghana; and one for every
seventeen people in the Republic of
Congo (Brazzaville). Even the most
casual traveler in Africa today notes with
surprise at least one radio set in even
the remotest village.
Interests outside Africa are well aware
of the fast-growing numbers of listeners
in this continent. To the traditional
broadcasters interested in Africa-England, France, Belgium and Portugal-

the IMPACT of radio
in Africa
By H. T. MACLIN

"The tt·ansistor radio is the
symbol of this

Leon V.
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mve been added powerful voices from
J1e United States, Russia and Communist
::::hina. Vatican radio, other European
: :ounb·ies and, above all, Radio Cairo
.vith ninety-one hours a week beamed to
<\frica, crowd the airways with their apJeals to the African.
. Newly independent African countries
ire not content with developing only a
;trong internal service but also broadcast
nany hours a week from powerful short.vave transmitters to their neighbors as
.vell.
Christian broadcasting stations have
Jeen few and late in coming to Africa
:omparcd with some other parts of the
.vorld. Today Africa has only two Chrisian stations: ELWA in Liberia and
~TLF in Ethiopia. A third Christianl\vned-and-operated radio station is in
:he process of being built in Burundi,
.1aclio Cordac. It will be another year
>r two, however, before its transmitters
ire powerful enough to reach out be·ond a 500 mile radius. It is doubtful
hat many more will be established,
Jspecially as new African countries are
:cry reluctant to grant broadcasting
·ights to outside interests.
This does not mean, however, that
here has been little or no Christian
IJroadcasting in Africa, for Christian
~roups have been able to use local sta:ions in some countries for many years.
rhe situation varies greatly throughout
he continent; radio is nearly always
;overnment conb·olled to some degree
md some governments have been friendy, others lukewarm and others definitey negative. I have been increasingly en:ouraged, however, at the growing numJer of opportunities that local groups
1ave to broadcast over government
transmitters. In some instances new
\frican governments have offered from
wo to seven times as much free broad:ast time to the Christian churches as
lid their colonial predecessors. The most
·ecent example of this is in Northern
Rhodesia. Until recently the Christian
: :hurches in that country had very little
:ime over the then Federal Broadcasting
::::orporation. Now, however, the newly
Jrganized Northern Rhodesia Broad:::asting Corporation (later to be the
Zambia Broadcasting Corporation) has
not only offered but has greatly en:::ouraged the Christian Council to con;ider taking up to seven times as much
broadcast time as they previously
had. Of course, this calls for extensive
training if the churches are to take advantage of these remarkable opportunities. And not only is training needed but
:ilso the establishment and equipping of
small studios where the churches can
prepare their programs. Many councils

and churches are becoming aware of
this opportunity. In their rush to prepare
programs, however, far too many have
the idea that all that is necessary is a
small portable recorder and an empty
garage. Unfortunately, this not the case.
Government-owned or controlled radio
stations are anxious to maintain at least
minimum standards. If the churches are
to broadcast over them, a few pieces of
quality equipment are required along
with basic knowledge of broadcasting
technique. Here again, some have the
idea that to be a Christian broadcaster
all one needs to do is to set a microphone
in the pulpit. 'Ve have been amazed,
however, at what some of our initial
training programs have produced in the
way of good Christian broadcasters.
Equipment for broadcasting, construction of studios and providing training
courses, however, requires money and
usually a good bit more than we are accustomed to putting into other projects.
Broadcasting has, in fact, lagged behind
in Africa because it does take a relatively large financial investment even for an
adequate recording sh.Idio. Until recently many have thought the potential audience did not justify the expense. But I
think it is time for all of us to take a
hard look at the changing stiuation. Today, broadcasting can reach not only
most members of the Christian community but also groups the chmch in its
ordinary activities never touches. But the
patience of government-owned or controlled radio stations is limited. They
will not forever contend with secondrate programs both technically as well
as from the production point of view.
They insist on a certain standard and
most are trying to lift what standards
they presently have. The church can ill
afford at this juncture in history to be
tossed out and have doors slammed in its
face because it is unwilling to produce
first-rate programs.
An educated East African seldom
misses the broadcast of music and Bible
stories, although he may never go to
church to hear a sermon by his local
pastor who is a good man but far inferior
in education to many who ought to be in
his flock. Most of those who broadcast
are better trained and more able to speak
to the needs of the educated and are
therefore listened to more often.
Christians in countries where political
dish.Irbances make overt Christian witnessing nearly impossible can be
strengthened by broadcasts from outside
their own countries. We think at once of
the Portuguese territories and the Sudan.
As long as there is a radio receiver there
is a Christian witness.
Sometimes I ask myself the question,
"Why is it that some of the so-called sect

groups, many of them having been
founded in the last few decades, scelll
to be the ones who are taking the most
advantage of the~e new mass m:clia ~~.c~J.~
niques in reachmg people fo1 Chi isl.
It may be that many of our older and
more established churches have become
so involved and encumbered in the traditional means of meeting the needs of
people through their medical, agricultural, educational and social programs
that these new methods have either been
ignored or at best given only token support. While it is true that traditional
methods still reach many, the numbers
they do not reach is growing at an alarming rate.
Mr. Thor Gjesdal, principal director
of the Department of :t-.fass Media,
UNESCO (Paris) lectured in Nairobi a
few months ago at the East African Institute of Social and Culrural Affairs .
"Radio broadcasting," he said, 'bas by
far the highest priority of the mass
media in Africa today." He went on to
say that radio is the most developed of
the mass media in Africa where there is
one newspaper per 100 but two radio
sets. "Thus in Africa the circulation of
newspapers reaches only ten per cent of
the minimum standard, but the number
of radio sets is at forty per cent of the
desired minimum. Radio is the method of
information in Africa today." But to meet
this challenge the churches must be able
to establish training programs and this,
according to Mr. Gjesdal, is also the
need in government broadcasting.
Christian churches and councils are
becoming more and more aware of the
opportunities presented through broadcasting. Last year, for example, we had
a three-month radio script writing and
production course at Mindolo in Northern Rhodesia. vVe sent applications to
all Councils and interested bodies all
over the continent. Vi/e asked that applications be sent in at least six weeks prior
to the opening of the course; it was only
three weeks before the course opened,
however, that we knew who would be
attending. At the end of the course the
students returned to their home countries
and took their new knowledge with them
as well as the news that a second course
would be offered the next year. Newsletters followed up the course and I was
able to visit during the past year several
of the students who had participated.
'i\Then the first announcements went out
for the course to be offered this year in
Uganda from July 30 to September 23,
we ~gai? requested that all applications
be m six weeks ahead of time or bv
Jun~ 20. By the end of April nearly ever)'
available place in the course had alrcaclv
been asked for and reservations are stiil
coming in.
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KENNETH THOMPSON*
This summer will mark the inauguration of a controversial new mission project in the state of Mississippi. Known as
the Delta l\Hnisb)', it is sponsored by
the National Council of Churches and
the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 'Vorld Service of the World
Council of Churches. The Delta Ministi)' has been bitterly attacked in some
Southe111 quarters as an "invasion" of
l\lississippi. Here is an explanation of
what the Delta Minish)' is and what it
hopes to accomplish.

"Affluence in the
United States does
not really hide the
hideous proble'ms of
persons caught in
pockets of persistent
11overty."

* These photographs were all token in Mississippi,
many of them during the voter registration campaign in
Canton.

A

in the United Sta.tes
does not really hide the hideous
problems of persons caught in
pockets of persistent poverty. As the nation's economic base continues to shift
from agrarian to technological, the problems of those persoris and groups of persons, disadvantaged because of color or
class, increase in geometric proportions.
In February, 1964, the General Board
of the National Council of Churches
stated: "Modern technology is increasingly bringing within man's possibilities
the elimination of poverty. Poverty is
therefore ethically intolerable. The persistence of poverty has become a matter
for which men are morally responsible."
The Delta area of the State of :Mississippi has in many ways benefited by the
technological revolution-there is affluence, but it is for a limited segment of
the population; such a situation inevitably undermines the dignity of both the
possessors as well as the dispossessed.
Evidence for this undermining is the
spiritual and psychological unwillingness
to face the full seriousness of the crisis.
The Delta area along with other areas
now manifests in full display the total
complexities of the problem of persistent
poverty complicated by racial injusticeit is an area of wealth and power for
FLUENCE

"The persistence of poverty has become a
matter for which men arc 111ornlly 1·c sponsihlc."
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some, but chronic need for the manyboth white and Negro, and yet is at the
same time pivotal for healing and redemption in other areas. The interlocking
of these problems on a national scale
marks a major watershed in the life of
the nation-especially as to the impossibility of solving these national problems
by local means alone. ·what is ti·ue for
the Delta is equally valid for Qther crisis
areas such as the large metropolitan centers of the North.
The moral mandate that compels
Christians anywhere to help all brothers
everywhere demands these needs be met.
As such times and places in history the
response of Christians has been decisive.
The pattern of Christian mission is constant encounter with the real needs of
every age. The complex needs arising out
of the racial crisis are such that the
ministry of the whole church-world as
well as national-is necessary if the
problems are to be resolved.
The Delta ~vlinistry is actually a further
stage in a process that has been developing for several decades. A program of
rural development in Mississippi was
sponsored by the Division of Home :Missions in the 1950's, and throughout the
state there are institutions and programs
long established by several denominaWORLD OUTLOOK
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"Helping the people in drnwing potential leadership from
111idst • • •"

their

"Assisting in the establishment of communication between the

"Aiding the people to identify their common problems, needs and

white and Negro co1n1nunirics."

concerns . . ."

tional home missions' agencies.
The Delta j\'Jinistry does, however,
bring a new dimension to the work of
the church.
The racial crisis has stimulated a new
sense of urgency. And not only will more
people and organizations be cooperatively involved in this ministry, but there
is a much longer range aspect to the
planning and program.
The National Council of Churches
through its Division of Home :t-. Iissions
will function as the instrument to focus
the concern and mobilize the resources
of the churches in a ministry of service,
reconciliation and social redevelopment
with the persons of the Delta area of the
State of Mississippi. This pattern has
been followed in the setting up of numerous projects in New York, Chicago,
throughout California and the Appalachian Areas. A committee of persons
of national prominence, including representatives of the Delta area, will mobilize
competence and resources to give guidance to the Delta Ministry.
The Delta Ministry will be developed
along three lines:
1. A ministry of services of direct relief developed to relieve suffering. In
some situations this will include assisting
those eligible for relief, to secure relief
1
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or direct assistance to those in need who
are not otherwise eligible for relief, the
establishment of local instrumentalities
to administer such services, and the development of remedial self-help programs.
2. A ministry of reconciliation and tlie
securing of human dignity.
(a) By assisting in the establishing
of communication between the
white and Negro communities.
( b) By helping the people in drawing potential leadership from
their midst, and aiding such
leaders to acquire the knowledge and skills for competent
and responsible leadership
within the democratic setting
of an American community.
( c) By aiding the people to identify their common problems,
needs, and concerns-especially those relating to their life
and status as residents of the
Mississippi Delta, such as employment, welfare, housing,
education, and legal matters.
(cl) By developing indigenous centers in each county which
would assist in the process of
literacy and fundamental education, manpo·f1er retraining,

communications, and planning.
Such centers can become the
focal point of the j\'1inistry in
each county.
3. A ministry of community development. Certainly the Christian message
calls the church to a ministry of service
and reconciliation. It also c~lls men to
use the gifts which God has given them
through the process of a developing technological society so as to meet the needs
of all men. A ministry of community development which will mobilize technical
skills, scientific knowledge, economic resources, and public opinion to the end of
developing an adequate base for livelihood is of the essence.
Actually, the concern for community
development is as ancient as when the
first people of God gathered themselves
together in the desert of Sinai to establish a land that would flow with milk
and honey. And the new people of God
were brought into being as the beloved
community so that abundant life would
come to those in its area of witness.
Residents of the Delta area have
sought help from various boards and
agencies of the member communions and
of units of the National Council of
Churches. Their requests come under
the general categories of relief from suf[ 38i l
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"Certainly the Christian mcssngc
c11lls lhc church to a ministry of
scr\'icc nnd reconciliation."

"This condition is made more
sc\'crc when there is the added
oppression of the denial of dignity
and of constitutional rights."

fering, participation in acts of healing
and reconciliation across lines of conflict,
and for assistance in achieving human
dignify. The communions and units of
the National Council of Churches have
responded in each of these areas in
limited fashion. The gravity of the need
in the Delta and the deep concern of
member communions came into focus in
the National Council of Churches' Commission on Religion and Race. The Commission requested the Division of Home
Missions to accept the responsibility for
developing a more adequate ministry to
the persons in the area. The Executive
Board of the Division of Home Missions
recognized the validity and importance
of mobilizing the concern of the
churches in meeting the human need of
the area and authorized the development
of a project.
The processes leading up to this project have included consultation with
white and Negro church and non-church
leadership in the area, national and local
governmental and private agencies, local
and national denominational agencies
and field survey units. Recognizing the
worldwide implications of the challenge
the church faces in the Delta region of
Niississippi, and noting their experience
in parallel situations in other parts of the
world, the Division of Home tvlissions
also held consultations with representatives of the Division of Inter-Church Aid
Hefugee and World Service of the World
Council of Churches.
When the Delta Minishy was approved by the World Council it marked
the beginning of a new maturity by the
churches of the United States. Crises in
the United States have been compounded by an immature and unchristian refusal to admit failure and ·seek
help. The law of Christ involves "bearing one another's burdens." The churches
of the United States have participated in
many ministries in other parts of the
16
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world, sending money and personnel
through the Division of Inter-Church
Aid and directly through Church World
Service and denominational overseas
agencies. It is equally fitting that the
\Vorld Council of Churches be involved
in the meeting of needs in America.
Moreover, there is need for the experience of other Christians who in these
recent years have ministered in the face
of hostility and danger.
The story of the "good Samaritan" applied to this age would indicate that people or communities that happen to be
free from poverty and tension cannot
ignore those that are so trapped elsewhere.
In many areas, and in the Delta particularly, a chronic lack of the basic
needs of life (poverty) is oppressive
not only to the people's physical life, but
to their spiritual well being as well. This
condition is made more severe when
there is the added oppression of the
denial of dignity and of constitutional
rights.
Many people in the Delta have themselves attempted to find relief from their
plight by leaving the Delta. However,
in most instances, this turns out to be no
solution at all. The people who migrate
usually go to large urban areas in the

"'Vhcn people nrc lacking in opportunity
they lose spirit and ultimntcly their lmnutnity."

North or West. The emigrants from the
Delta are largely unskilled and uneducated. The urban centers have no place
for these people except the slum and the
relief roll; this adds immensely to their
problems, and provides no meaningful
solution to the plight of the Delta migrant.
When people are lacking in opportunity they lose spirit and ultimately their
humanity. Jesus Christ came to "proclaim deliverance to the captives"-this
at the very least meant the freeing of
men's spirit. The churches of Jesus Christ
have an obligation to fulfill the original
purpose of their founder. Jesus also
promised that life was to be abundant
(not merely endured), but there can be
no vitality of life when there is poverty
and a loss of dignity. The answer in part
is that the churches must sb·engthen the
desire and disposition to improve; to affirm the will-to-do.
The portrayal of the last judgment
( ~latthew 25:31-46) is that of the decision being made to accept or reject people on the basis of their deeds of personal kindness to the needy. The original
setting for this teaching was of a society
of simple direct relationships. Even
though today's relationships are indirect
and complex, Christians are still seeking
to observe this commandment-the Delta
Ministly is such an attempt.
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The political campaign was taking place during the mission. These signs arc in Panama City. Robles was elected president one month later.

you hear the word Panama
-you think of a Canal. Then
you remember that within the
past year that canal and country made
the headlines in all our papers as Panamanian youth rioted over a flag-raising
incident. About this same time negotiations were being made between the
churches in Panama, the Board of :tviissions in New York and the Board of
Evangelism in Nashville for another
evangelistic mission to be held in that
counhy. Should plans be developed?
Would it be safe? Would it be wise?
'Vould the North Americans be welcome? Could they make any kind of witness under the circumstances? These
were the questions in everyone's mind.

W
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The country of Panama has recently
been the scene of "riots directed against
the United States over the Panama
Canal. This spring a group of Methodist pastors and a layman from the United
States visited Panama on an evangelistic mission. 'Vhat was their reception
and what were the results of their trip?
Mr. Struchen, director of the Department of the Local Church of the Board
of Missions, tells us this story.
Letters flew between missionaries and
staff personnel. Calls were made to the
State Department. The matter was decided when the beloved pastor of the
British Methodist Church in Panama

City said, "Come. Now is the· time for
Christians to take a stand and make a
witness. Christians do not stay home
when things become diffi<'.:ult. 'Ve need
you even more now."
It was settled and twenty-one ministers
and one layman from twelve states
packed suitcases, sermons and cameras
and headed south. The purpose was to
preach, visit, ti·ain, and witness among
the people of Panama for a week.
'Vere we made to feel welcome? Signs
on the walls said "Gringo, go home."
One could still see the bullet holes that
chipped the cement buildings. The Pan
American building stood in ruins. The
Chase Manhattan Bank was spotted with
yellow boards where windows had once
[ 389]
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been. The Americans living in the Cnnnl
Zone were still uneasy about leaving the
safety of the Zone for the uncertainty of
Panama City.
But we moved into the city for our
briefing sessions before dispersing to the
~fothodist churches throughout the country. People along the street recognized
us as North Americans but there were
no incidents. I was assigned to El
~falecon, the Seawall Church, our oldest
Methodist church in Panama. A more
gracious welcome could not be extended
to anyone, anywhere. The people were
faithful in attendance at the services
each evening. Several invitations were
given and accepted to have meals in the
homes of various church members. The
night before departure, not only the congregation but several individuals brought
gifts as remembrances of their love and
friendship. Yes, we were made to feel
welcome for there can be Christian

brotherhood among people even when
diplomatic relations between governments no longer exists.
W 011ld it be safe to make tliis trip?
There were no incidents to cause any of
us concern, but one had the impression
something could happen at any time.
Feelings run high. There is tension between the Panamanians and the Zonians.
Much still needs to be done to bring
about understanding, good will and an
improved relationship behveen peoples
of different cultures and temperaments.
This will be done only with Christian
love, so perhaps this mission aided the
cause to some degree.
Only once did I have an uneasy feeling. 'Ve were driving through the business section of Colon and found ourselves caught in the traffic of a political
rally. The car could not be moved due to
a parade and the shouting, excited
crowds of people milled around the car,

Donald E. Struchen

Signs of recent rioting were the boarded up windows in the Chase Manhattan building,
smashed by rioters.

Donald

E. Struchen

A. S. l\Jcrtz, the only laymnn in the group, Yisits with a grou1• of Panamanian women
as they prepare lunch.
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looking in the windows and pounding
on the sides. I was glad they were more
interested in "politicking for a political
candidate" than showing hostility toward
visiting Americans.
Could any kind of witness be made?
One night I found myself joggling
through the darkness to Vera Cruz, a
small rural village near Panama City.
There were eleven Panamanians in the
Microbus. I was the only "foreigner."
Only the driver, my interpreter, could
speak English. I had no idea where they
were taking me. The road got rougher
and narrower as the minutes ticked
away the hour's ride. 'When we finally
arrived at the village one could see
through the darkness the outline of small
shacks on either side of the dirt streets.
There were no street lights. Here and
there a kerosene lamp cast a yellow glow
indicating there were people in the
vicinity. 'Ve drove up and down the
roads blowing our horn. This was to announce a meeting at the church and as
we arrived at the small cement block
building the people were beginning to
gather. A lamp was lit and hung from a
nail on a post. The first three rows of
benches were filled with children, and
the adults sat on the other three rows and
stood along the back and in the doorway. Some weren't quite sure they
wanted to enter so they listened from
outside. Carlos, my interpreter, began
the service by praying and then announcing a hymn. There was no accompaniment. It wasn't needed. Neither were
song books necessary for all the hymns
were committed to memory long before
this. Even the tiny children lifted their
hearts in praise of the God whom they
came to worship. At the appropriate
time Carlos nodded to me and a simple
message was given with faithful Carlos
"out-preaching the preacher." At the
close of the service several of the children sb·etched out their hands in the
dimly lit room to shake mine. An aged
grandmother with Bible in hand expressed her gratitude for the message.
Youth gathered around to talk and laugh
at my feeble attempt to understand
Spanish and to try their hand at English.
Another hour's ride and we were in the
city again , knowing God had been at
Vera Cruz that night and we had witnessed to the love of Jesus Christ for all
people.
Yes, it was wise to have this evangelistic mission, for the Panamanian people (like all people) need the Christian
faith. Winning them to Christ is difficult
and progress has been slow, but it is
quite evident only love and understanding on the part of all concerned will
bring about better relations behveen the
peoples of these two countries.
WORLD OUTLOOK
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METHODIST INTEREST in Panama goes back to the work of Bishop William Taylor, when
Panama was still a part of Colombia. Work officiaily began there in 1905. Statisticaliy, the membership of the Panama Methodist Church is the smaIIest of aII the countries in Latin America. It
is an important area of work and lately the church has been developing with new evangelistic
thrusts, new building programs, and covering wider areas. Here are some scenes of Panama.
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The Seawall Church, "El
Malecon," is the old and
largo church in Panama
City.
It
has
opened
preaching points in other
parts of the city.

A Snndn,· morning youth class at El
l\lalccon Church.
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Teacher with Jlnrt of a
Sunday s chool kindcrgarlcn class al El l\folccon.

These children arc in a \':H'alion
church ~chool 1·lass al El Malccon.

'j
\.:

AUGUST HJG4

[ 393]

21

El lnstituto Pan:une1·icano is n
grnmmar and high school. Begun
in 1906, it has grown greatly in
size and influence nnd now occupies a new campus in n residential
section. This view shows part of
the main building of the school.

Rev. Charles Wnllacc (left) of
Cedm· Rapids, Iowa, tnlks with missionnry

Kenneth

Dnrg,

nssocintc

director of IPA (as the school is
known).
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Newest class 1'00111 units at IPA. The
school t1·ains ove1· 1,500 students
each yem· of all races, classes and
religions.
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Three of the tcachcl's al IPA.
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Another church in Panama City is La Gracia l\Icthodist Church. Located in the slums, this church ministers to its
neighborhood .

C)

'-

Among l\lcthodis t workers in Panama arc (left to right) F~ancisco Piny, clistl"ict supcrintcnclcnt of the Central
Panama District; Simon Alvarado, pastor at Pcdrcgal, in the outskirts of Panama City; Saray Palacios, social worker
with The l\lcthodist Church; Walter K. Reitz, missionary to. Panama.
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Sites for two youth camps haYC i·cccntly been acquirccl. This building at the Cerro Azul (Blue Mountain) Camp was put up by Panamanian work caiupcrs.

'

j

This building is the first erected at the youth camp in Chiriqui Province. This camp is fo1· the u se of people in the Davitl District, in
Nm·thcrn Panama.
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This church building is in
Colon, in the Canal Zone.
Of large size, it is greatly
in need of repairs.

This church is in Ilongo,
Chii·iqui
Province.
An
hour's horseback ride from
the main road, it is the
only church for miles
around. Several church
leaders and workers have
come out of this church.
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Against the deep blue background of the sky

!
I

I see my city's children passing by:
The poor, the rich, from humble homes and proud,
Their vast potential gathered like a cloud

My
City's
Children
I
I

Or burst in fury on some hapless plain.
In my imagination's far-flung reach,
I wonder what the future holds for each:
Which ones will suffer failure and defeat?
Which will find life a miracle replete
\i\Tith every blessing human hearts can know?
Which will be dwarfed in spirit? Which will grow
In strength and beauty as all children should?

Which will learn evil ways, and which learn good?
And as I wonder, I begin to see

r
,./:'

That may bless earth with gently falling rain,

1viy city as I wish that it might be:

By Noreen Dunn Tatum

So warm and friendly-,-such a kindly place
No child need have a sad or frightened face,
Or cry himself to sleep in lonely night,
Or scream with terror at some sudden fright;
A city where each child would have a friend
Upon whose love and help he could depend.

1:
I

How can this be? I ask, and yet I know

II

That God in His great wisdom planned it so.

I

He is creative power, and each birth

I

Is a recurring miracle on earth

I

Placed in our care with yearning love. And yet,

I

1·

I:

the gift we take-the Giver we forget.

j:

Give God a chance! With urgency I feel

I:

The pull of His persuasion, warm and real..

Ii
I:

So I >vould offer to Him each new day

i

I

1viyself for His own use, and humbly pray:

!,'

With all my impe1fections, make me still

I:

A clear, 1111clt1ttered channel for T11y will.

1:

Teach me to share with children good I've known,
Not crippling doubts and pre;11dice I own.
Luoma Photos, Wcirtln, W. Va..

Give me the grace-however hard it seemsTo let them freely fashion their own dreams.
Untie my claims ttpon them. Help me see
Tomorrow's world belonging still to Thee.
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Pakistani village women is
hard. There are no labor-saving
devices, no supermarkets with conveniently packaged and prepared foods.
The Pakistani housewife has to churn
her own butter, bake her own bread, and
even grind the wheat for it.
There is poverty, illness, and lack of
education. According to the June, 1963,
statistics, only 19.2% of the population
is literate and the .figures for literate
women would be lower. Until recently
few girls have been given an education.
Pakistan is a :Muslim country. l\fany
women are still veiled. Polygamy is allowed, but in 1961 a Family Laws Ordinance was passed putting certain
restrictions on it. During an existing marriage no further marriage can be contracted without prior permission of an
arbib·al commission or any other person
appointed with this authority. A second
marriage without this permission is not
void, but the husband is subject to a
fine, a year's imprisonment, or both.
i\Iarriage among Christians is governed
by different regulations, conforming to
Christian beliefs. A Muslim man can
many a Christian or a Jewish woman,
but a Muslim woman can marry only a
i\Iuslim man.
Although Christian women do not
wear the veil, the village Christian women are poor, and they lack education as
do their Muslim sisters.
Among the duties of Mrs. Keislar (see
p. 29) is the supervision of three Pakistani women workers in Raiwind Dish·ict. These women receive small salaries
for their services. In addition to spiritual
uplift, they are giving economic an<l educational help to the village women.
One of these women is Mrs. Helen
Nazir Alam. When her teacher husband
became a pastor she was appalled by the
poverty in the village to which they were
appointed. She said to Mrs. Keislar, "I
can teach them and I do. But th.ey are
hungry!" Mrs. Keislar suggested that she
start a Technical Services Association
project sponsored by the West Pakistan
IFE FOR
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Christian Council, an interdenominational group.
i\Irs. Alam started a knitting project.
The wool is furnish ed, but the finished
garments must meet rigid requirements
before they are accepted. Because the
women were illiterate, it was difficult to
teach them to knit. They could not read
directions nor count the stitches to follow a pattern. After a half hour spent in
worship and Bible study, Mrs. Alam
spent an hour each day teaching the
women to read and write. Then about six
hours was spent in knitting.
Now all in the group are literate, can
read the Bible, and lead in worship. The
same schedule is followed-worship,
study, and J...11itting. Once a month the
women are paid for their work. The
money feeds hungry children and buys
them clothes.
The second of these women, Mrs.
Lloyd Byres, is also a pastor's wife.
\Vhen she was four years old her left
arm was cut off in an accident. In spite

of this handicap she is able to do more
with her one arm than many women can
do with two. She uses the sewing machine expertly, does exquisite embroidery
and many other kinds of handwork. Unlike many Pakistani girls she was sent to
school.
\Vhile Mrs. Byres was in her teens a
decisive event occurred which changed
her life. She and her friend went to a
small room where they were accustomed
to pray. There, she said, Christ appeared
to them in a vision of blinding light. He
told them he wanted them to dedicate
themselves to his service. They had been
praying for God to reveal Himself. From
that time on they prayed only that He
would reveal to them how they could
best use their lives in his service.
This experience may be compared to
the appearance of Christ to Sadhu
Sundar Singh.1 After finishing school
Mrs. Byres went to the Bible \~Tomens'
' For this story see Sadhu Sumlar Singh by

C. F. Andrews.

l\Irs. Nazir Alam with some of he1· knitting group members.
P. John Acton
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Training School, and served several
years as a hospital evangelist.
Later, she married. But when her husband died, leaving her with three small
children, she lost her faith. She felt that
God had deserted her. She says of this
black period that she lived in hell. She
was tortured by feelings of guilt. Again
she experienced the presence of Christ.
She felt that he forgave her for turning
away from him in her bitterness and
grief over her husband's death.
Later, she married a widower who had
entered the minishy in middle age. With
her stimulus and inspiration his congregation took on new life. A new church
was built. In every church which he has
served, she has taught. She goes with
him on the circuit. She speaks with the
authority of a deep and vital experience.
The men respect her leadership.
In one Raiwind District village Mrs.
Byres organized a school for children
which was later taken over by the village
education service. She organized a lit-

eracy program for adults which even the
men attended. She also tried various
projects for helping the women economically. The most successful has been the
making of baskets from reeds, wheat
straw, and date palm fibers. This project
has the advantage of using inexpensive
and easily available material.
This woman of many talents is also a
writer. :tvlrs. Byres writes stories and
plays. She wrote, organized, and directed
an Easter drama which has been compared to a medieval morality play. 'Vhen
it was presented, r-.foslims were included
in the audience.
The third woman worker, Mumtaz
Inayat, is younger than the other two,
and is unmarried. Marriages in Pakistan
are arranged, but she has insisted that
she does not want to marry. She is the
oldest of eight children, and had helped
her pastor father in his work. Her chief
asset is her complete dedication to
Christ. Because she had not graduated
from middle school, she enrolled for a

Miss Mumtaz lnayat and women members of adult literacy class.
P. John Acton
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. The Rev; Marvi~ Keislar and
his wife, Mmy,_ went to India as
missionaries in .1944..· They were assigned to that part.of InQ.i~ w•1ich
later becameWestPakistan. .Whjle
oii a \·ecent
.they . \vei·e. ·.in Berkeley
.
.
.
.
furlough :1 asked ·Mrs. Keislar· to
tellme about the work among the
\~ol1l~n of Pakista~. · Her p~esent
assignment is to work among the
women of Raiwind District, . and
Raiwind Christian Institute, .. of
which her husband ·has been prin-·
.cipal.-Author'.s
Note.
. .
.. .
0

~

.

short course, designed to train assistants
to Christian workers, in the Bible Training School. She received training in
Bible, literacy work, and Christian Education. Because she did so well, she was
permitted to enroll in the regular twoyear course.
Today, Miss Inayat works in several
villages near Raiwind. She has Sunday
schools for the children and literacy
classes for adults. These Sunday schools
are not always on Sunday, as she cannot
get to all the villages on the same day.
Mrs. Keislar tells of hearing Miss Inayat give a Christian witness to travelers
on a train. Although they were Muslims,
she told of her faith in a way which did
not arouse antagonism. Mrs. Keislar says
she is an example of the power that can
come into an ordinary life when it is
transformed by the love of Christ.
Through these three workers we see
something of the educational and economic needs of Pakistani women and
of ways in which Christian workers are
attempting to meet them. One cannot
fail to be impressed by such devotion,
and by the achievements which , through
dedicated senrice, these Cluistian
women have been able to accomplish.
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A Chi,.istian Outreach
BY ELIZABETH \\! ATSON

IN THE SOUTHEAST

Two Special Campaigns
in Atlanta

project is a special stab at poverty in
Atlanta.

of 19G4 a group of
young people at Bethlehem Center
in Atlanta canvassed a part of the
neighborhood to find persons who were
not registered voters. The young people
did a good job. They did much more
than just ask questions. They told about
the regish·ation-what days it would
take place, and where, and why it was
important for people to register. They
also offered to provide baby sitters so
that parents could register. Transportation, also, was offered, to the registration points.

A Youthful Outreach
to the Hard-to-Reach
During any given month there are G50
young people meeting regularly in fifty
different groups at Bethlehem Center in
Atlanta.
One group is reaching out to hard-toreach girls in a housing project. How
did the members meet the challenge of
this "hard core" problem? They started
"small." One counselor began with an
approach to one girl, and found out how
to help with her problems. From there
the group has gone on to other girls and
other problems.
"Tork was first done in the homes and
around the homes, because the girls were
simply not interested in coming to the
Center. As they gained confidence in the
worker they became willing to "risk"
a trip to Bethlehem Center.
The girls have talked about why they
used to fight so much, and they have
been able to adopt a more acceptable
pattern of behavior.
The girls are very specific in saying
that they need to have the same worker
next year, so that they can continue making progress.
The girls are now interested enough in

I

N THE Sl'Rl;\"G

"Tho needs a job? "
Bethlehem Center cooperated in trying to find answers to this question."
\Vho wanted to know? The Community
Council of the Atlanta Area. \Vhy? Because it was establishing a special opporhmity for unemployed young people,
ages lG to 21. First, there was an enrollment, with plans to provide a training
program to teach skills. Then, an intensive effort to find jobs for the ones who
wanted and needed jobs.
The Bethlehem Center was a part of
a larger group in the city in this project,
which included YWCA and YMCA. The

"Arc ) "On registered to ,·otc?" Teenagers from Ilcthlchcm Center,
Atlanta, call on a resident of their conununity.
Mrs.

30
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Patterson.
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Atlanta

th<' children at Bethlehem Center that
they have a candy-selling scheme. \\Tith
the profits some children will be aided in
going to summer camp.
Notes on the Outreach
for Recreation
"Fun Time" comes on Friday afternoons at Bethlehem Center, Columbia.
By special request of ,the children this
time is unorganized, so that each person
may have fun in whatever way appeals
to his own taste. A good many children
choose skating in the Center's indoor
skating rink. The skater needs to approach the rink with his Bethlehem
Center membership card in his hand. The
director exchanges the card for a pair
of skates in a pigeon hole. \Vhen the
skating is over, back into the pigeon hole
go the skates, and out comes the card,
to be restored to its owner.
For four weeks in the summer Vacation Bible School brings to the children
opportunities for Bible study, singing,
and games.
The Thrift Shop at Columbia Bethlehem Center is not for "recreation" in the
usual use of that word, but it does provide a certain kind of enjoyable browsing
for people of the neighborhood who
come in to examine coats, dresses,
aprons, hats, and other merchandise at

Something delicious will soon be ready al Day Camp cooking class,
Ilirn1i11gham, Alabama.
B'hi1.m View Co., Birmingham, Aln.
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prices they can readily afford. (The
funds from Thrift sales are important in
aiding the Center in its maintenance
costs).
There is a strong Scout program at
Bethlehem Center, Augusta, Georgia.
There are Boy Scout troops meeting
regularly at this Center, and Girl Scouts.
There are Brownie troops, and Cub
h·oops. The national Scout interests engage these youngsters in crafts, sports,
citizenship, cookery, and art.
A large gymnasium at this Center
has facilities for basketball and softball.
Small groups are the mle in the woodcarving clubs. The fascinating art of
whittling objects from soft wood is
taught by the boys' worker.
A Special Outreach to Readers
During a week forty children come to
Bethlehem Center, Atlanta, to meet their
tutors. The word tutor has a rich sound
-it is usually associated with wealth and
privilege. And for these fifth-grade boys
and girls an afternoon of tutoring is indeed a special privilege. There are participating in a remedial reading program. And as they learn to read better,
they also are increasing their interest
in reading. They are amazed to find that
they are learning to like books, stories,
poems, magazines, and newspapers.
The tutors are volunteers-young people, mostly students from Emory University.
How did they become interested in
such a program? Mostly through the
programs and the directors of \Vesley
Methodist Student organizations on local

campuses. These students find that creative effort is called for, and they respond
by becoming skilled at games to speed
up their pupils' reading. They take pupils
on h·ips around the city. They find that
they themselves are unexpectedly rewarded by widened horizons.
At Bethlehem Center, Birmingham,
Alabama, there is a special sort of reading
program. On one day a week a volunteer
teacher comes in to teach a class of 25
persons how to read and vvrite. This class
is open to all ages.
At first this class just listened to a
teaching program on the television at
the Center. But that was somewhat
vague. The teacher-to-pupil method is
proving more effective.
In the Atlanta Bethlehem Center the
Laubach system is most effective-its
motto being: "Each one teach one."
Teachers from Quaker House are cooperating in the city community council's
literacy program by teaching adults in
the Bethlehem Center community to
read and write.
An Interdenominational Outreach
into the Community
There are 102 parents who are members of Bethlehem Center in Columbia,
South Carolina. They pay dues; they
help plan activities for the children.
Some parents accompany groups of children on planned trips around the city,
and in this way they find unusual recreation for themselves and also develop a
wider interest in the Center.
At the Center there are special programs for parents and other adults.

The Board of Directors at this Center
is biracial and interdenominational. It
meets once a month. A sub-committee of
this Board is a Committee on Promotion. On this committee there are representatives from the \Voman's Societies
and the Guilds of the city.
At Bethlehem Center, Atlanta, the
leaders do not attempt to have a church
group or services in the building. Instead, they refer the children to the
church of their choice. The range is wide
in this neighborhood-five Baptist
churches, two Methodist, hvo A. M. E.,
and one Church of God in Christ.
At Bethlehem Center, Birmingham,
Alabama, fifty children from various denominations come in for the kindergarten morning program. Parents of the
kindergartners meet at the Center for
various types of meetings, and to aid the
Center's program.
During this summer 33 children from
Bethlehem Center will have an opporhmity to camp at the Boy Scout Camp,
25 miles out of the city.
Bethlehem Center has a Day Camp
program, _June-July.
Outreach Toward Public Health
A \Vell-Baby Clinic is conducted once
a week at Bethlehem Center, Augusta.
It is housed in a small cottage on the
Center's grounds. The city Board of
Health sends doctors and nurses to serve
at this clinic.
At Columbia's Bethlehem Center, recently, men and women of the com(continued on page 48)

Mr. and l\'lrs. Baxley sponsoring a boating party of visitors from
Bethlehem Center, Columbia, S. C. at theil· farm.

A tutor helps a youngster at Atlanta Bethlehem Center. The title
of the hook at teaehc1·'s elbow is: Tales from Grimm.

Bethlehem Center, Columbia, S.C.

Mrs. Jack Patterson, Atlanto
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TERAN
l\liss Anne Dcavours, as she started
her ministry to l\lcxico.

By MARJORIE VANDERVELDE

World Outlook fil e photo

FEET kicked clouds of dust
into the air as children raced
down the narrow sb·eets of a sundrenched town in Mexico, stopping only
to nudge a sleepy burro out of the way.
Something was happening .in Gnrl.
Teran. Just one glance down the cobblestones could tell you that. This was
twenty-seven years ago.
A block-long one-stmy wall of adobe
clung to the alley-street. From this wall,
doors opened into homes or shops-as
the case might be. A knot of villagers
had gathered around one door.
"A seiiorita from the United States has

B

AHE

come," the information went from person
to person. "This senorita says we may
use her stove. There is only one other
stove in town, you J...,10w."
Anne D eavours, a pleasant and brownhaired girl from Mississippi, was given a
hand by her friendly neighbors in getting settled. And as they moved furniture
here or there, a pair of swallows flitted
overhead to their nest in the living room
rafters. In and out they swished, through
iron bars that covered windows (the
Spanish influence).
"How fortunate the seiiorita is!" one
neighbor exclaimed. Then, added in sur-

1\1. Vnndcrvcldc

" ' oman's Soci1~1y of Chl'istian S c r\'icc of Gcn1•ral Teran, l\lcxico.
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prise, "Doesn't she know that it is a
good sign to have swallows nest in one's
home?"
Anne had trouble understanding the
fast Spanish. At the end of that first ,
busy day she told herself she'd never
know what the villagers were sayingand what's more, she didn't believe they
knew, either!
But there was no time to worry about
the language, for a smallpox epidemic
sh·uck very suddenly. It seemed as if all
800 people were sick. The cart-wide
sh·eets were sh·angely quiet-as were the
burros and fighting cocks. Only at sunrise was there any activity, when each
household swept the walk in front of
the door, and then swept on out to the
middle of the street. This was a law, and
kept the town tidy. The doctor and
Srita. Deavours must have wished the
folks would as readily fight the invisible
thing that was killing the people.
"You should be thankful for vaccination," they would say as they urged those
who were well to bare an arm for the
needle.
But most folks would not submit to
vaccination. "\Ve aren't sick, why should
we?" they would argue.
Or, "\Ve don't have time, we must
hurry to the bedside of our poor sick!"
"But that is just what you must NOT
do!" However, family ties in Teran were
close, and illness of one became misery
for all, to he shared in close togetherness. So the epidemic raged and took
its toll. If any good came from it, 'twas
a beginning of interest in health problems and preventive medicine.
"ls it not trne that those who were \'aecinatcd remained well?" some began lo
ask.
WOHLD OUTLOOK
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Srita. Deavours started a class in her
home, to teach girls the technique of
administering vaccine. Before receiving
a certificate of graduation, a girl had
to immunize one hundred people.
Friends and relatives submitted for the
sake of their girl. Six students meant
six hundred people safe! A girl could
then charge one or two pesos (eight to
sixteen cents) per person. Serum was
furnished by the government, so this
meant that one girl could earn, perhaps,
sixty cents per day-as much wages as
her father earned!
Tortillas (paper-thin pancakes) have
been and are a favorite food in Mexico.
'Vomen of Teran used to gather in
groups to pat out their day's supply of
tortillas in social togetherness. The clapping of hands as they flattened dough
was like the "sound of many waters."
Early one morning a shawled woman
knocked at Srita. Deavour's door to ask,
"'~'ill you please lend me your alarm
clock? My baby is sick, and I have no
way to tell when to give the medicine."
She hurried home with the clock
under her shawl. Then, later, she again
knocked at that door. "Will you be my
baby's madrina (godmother)?" A godmother is very important.
Srita. Deavours hesitated. "It is an
honor, I know, to be asked," she told the
little shawled lady, "but perhaps 'twould
be better to have one of your own people."
But the dark eyes were so troubled
that, in the end, Anne Deavours became
the mad1ina. And, at last count, she had
between twenty and thirty godchildren.
'Vho can say she is not madrina to all of
Teran?
Many and unique have been the ways
Teran's madrina devised to help put
food on the tables of the needy. For instance there was the pig project. She
took orphan pigs from a farm where
they had been left to die, to the comtyard of her own home-an enclosed inner yard, bright with subtropical flowers
and shaded by two grapefruit h·ees.
Here, she nursed and pampered the little
pigs until they grew fat and hardy. The
villagers even said they looked jolly.
You see, often when a family did own a
pig, it was kept tied by a cord about its
thin neck and looked quite gloomy-because it was always a little hungry.
"But this pig," said a man who was
given one of the Deavours pigs, "this
pig has a sense of humor."
For a time there was a rabbit raising
project, to furnish food for the hungry.
And there have always been a few laying hens in Anne Deavours' courtyard.
The eggs are very special, in Teran, and
are reserved for the sick-or for cakes
to sell for some charity project. 'When
AUGUST 1964

The patting of the tortillas is like "the sound of many wate1·s."

the clinic was built, Srita. Deavours sold
more than 500 pesos worth of cakes from
her own oven. She encouraged everyone
in the village to give something toward
that clinic, even if only a few pesos. As
a result, everyone has a personal interest in the clinic.
Then there was the milk station, for
school ~hildren who didn't have milk in
their homes-and the breakfast-forschoolchildren project tha:t followed,
later.
Through the years Anne Deavours
has paid (from her own pocketbook)
for educating in United States schools
several Teran young folks. There has
been only one stipulation-that they return to help their own people. At present
Miss Deavours is hoping to send a boy
to learn veterinary medicine-so badly is
such service needed in that area. For
more than a month Srita. Deavours
walked back and forth daily to a farm
to treat a sick cow-milk is badly
needed. If one of the Ten1n boys becomes a veterinary surgeon he will make
a valuable contribution to the community.
Anne Deavours is a social worker. She
is also a missionary. But the Mexican
government has placed such severe restrictions on missionaries from outside

their country, that she must confine any
religious efforts within the home. Christmas carolling cannot even be done in the
streets, though she takes groups inside
some homes, during the holidays. She is
active in the local Methodist Church,
which is under Mexican leadership. She
gathers the Sunday school teachers together once a week to teach them the
lesson they are to teach. She is active in
the 'Voman's Society of Christian Sen
ice, in which the village women are
eager to hold office and take responsibility.
The mayor of Ten1n told me; "There is
no one in this town or around it who
hasn't been helped in some way by Srita.
Deavours."-And she puts it another
way saying, "People of Ten1n have always cooperated. In all things we have
worked together."
Of this I am sure. Anne Deavours
gives anyone's problem (whether it is
domestic, social, spiritual) her best. And,
being a tactful, well-trained, resourceful
person, this is no small gift.
As we two parted in Teran I quoted an
old proverb, "May your path be smooth,
and the wind always at your back."
Anne Deavours flashed her sparkling
smile, then replied, "Life would be pretty
dull that way-wouldn't it?"
1-
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(Left) At his mother's fool a child
crawls across the tenement step.
Life may he tough, hut mother
spells security, and wonder is not
ahscrtl.

(Below, top) "A child is not afraid
of anything."

(Below, bottom) No great stress in
this family. Stress, however, is not
always had in itself.

TODAY'S CRISIS
flT1 HE CRISIS of over-population in urban
JL centers is everywhere. It brings in its wake
overcrowding, bad health, often persistent
pockets of poverty.
There is a temptation to give up. But child
psychologists tell us that in spite of all these crises
the child is safe as long as he has love. It need
not be shielding love. He can stand hardships and
tensions. But the life-giving essence-and this is
life-giving for it affects his very health-is love.

[ <lOG]
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THREE LIONS, INC., NEW YORK CITY

AO BERNARDO might be called a
satellite town of Sao Paulo. On one
of the low hills that compose the
Sao Bernardo landscape are the new buildings of the Met11odist Publishing House,
called "IMPRENSA METODISTA." Most
of t11e land belonging to t11e house (it all
belongs to t11e Met11odist Church of Brazil ) has not yet been used. Everything is
bright and clear, and with lovely gardens,
the entire l)lace looks more like a small
hotel. Here, in one large printing office, all
the Methodist periodicals for Brazil, and
ot11er publications, are published.

S

I:

The Methodist Publishing House Sao Ile1·nm·do, Ilrazil, erected with the aid of
a $50,000 donation by the Iloard of Missions.

J. W. Clay founded ilie publishing house
back in 1913 in Juiz de Fora, State of Minas
Gerais. In 1919 it was transferred to Sao
Paulo. During the "centennial campaign"
in 1955, a donation of $50,000 made it possible to buy the property in Sao Bernardo
and erect the new buildings. This came
about with the help of Dr. Ellis, t11en an
executive secretary for Latin America.
Sr. Mario Lavoura, director of the printing office, has to work wit11 old and out-ofdate machinery. Seventy per cent of all
work is done for the Methodist church
proper. Juvenar Mendes da Macena is the
technical director. There are 55 members
of the working staff. The editorial office is
located in downtown Sao Paulo, where
editor William Schisler, as gene1:al coordinator of the ''General Commission of the
Periodicals of the Brazilian Methodist
Church," directs the entire organization .

.j

The Methodist Publishing House might
be called a small group of people engaged
in an effort to bring the word of God to a
greater number of their fellow citizens.

p;ctum Contfoue on Ned Page

~
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Sr. Reinaldo is the offset specialist of the House.

Ii
AUGUST 1964

IMPRENSA METODISA IN

Donna Dina Rizzi, one of the editors of T' o::: llfissionaria, perhaps the
most for-reaching publication of the House.

Girls working on a liook-hinding machine.

It also goes out for subscriptions.

Sr. Derli Barroso, designer and art sup e rvi sor, at the editorial office.
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Suzie's
By FRANCIS BROCKMAN

+H<·

Riclrnrd Harrinoton from 3 Lions.NYC

UR "Suzie Wong" is eleven. She lives
with her mother and father and two
brothers on a houseboat near a fishing
village in Hong Kong. She has lived there all
her life. Her father and mother are refugees
from China, and they, with thousands of other
refugees, huddle together in the harbor in
derelict boats which provide a meager home.
Stepping out of the jeep near the floating villages, I was surrounded by children. They came
from all directions; in three minutes there were
more than 35 stretching forth their hands begging for money to buy food. Food! Not candy.
Not ice cream. There are dubious beggars all
over the world. But in the eyes of these children
I could see both hunger and misery.
This is the world of Suzie, and of hundreds
of thousands like her. The Hong Kong government says that 70,000 children do not have one
full meal per day; they sometimes collapse in
school from sheer hunger. They live in cramped
quarters, not only on the boats, but also on the
sidewalks, and on the hillsides, and on the rooftops
of other people's homes, in huts built of flotsam
and jetsam. Some live in huge government projects, a whole family in a single room so crowded
and noisy that no person 1..'Tlows privacy, and
quietness never comes.
The Methodist Committee for Overseas Relief
is one of the agencies of the church ministering
to Suzie and her world. Each day 50,000 children are given milk and nutritious cookies to supplement their meager diets. The churclies have
established noodle factories which process U. S.
government food into thousands of pounds of
noodles, and give employment to refugees.
Providing housing for refugees is like trying
to transport the sea with a sieve, but MCOH
has helped build three villages for refugees:
'Vesley, Asbury, and Epworth. Each village has
the simplest of homes, public toilets and water,
and a community center which includes a church,
a clinic, a school, and a shop for handwork.
Suzie's world is wrong and bitter, but some of
its inhabitants are aware of a climate of compassion. Our prayers and our gifts can create special "weather."

O

••Mr. Drockmnn is in the oflice of MCOR, Room
1373, 475 Riverside, NYC.
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Workers digging h-rigation canal in the Jczirch, Northern Syria.

WATER-MILK and HONEY
for the JEZ IREH W
United Nations, N.Y.

unceasing necessity
for man and beast.
When the children of Israel
complained of thirst in the desert, i\foses,
at God's direction, smote the rock and
water "came out abundantly, and the
c.:ongregation drank, and their beasts
also" (Num. 20:11).
Today in those same ancient lands,
notably in the Jezireh, an area in northeastern Syria lying between the Tigris
ATER IS AN

{United IVations Special Fund Helps the Search
·window on the United Nations
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and Euphrates Hivers, water is again
being sought. For this once-fertile area,
part of the land known in early times
as Mesopotamia, became barren after
the Mongol invasion of the 13th century
which destroyed the ancient irrigation
systems and rendered it a near desert.
No one today in this land is a Moses
smiting the rock for water, but technologists and specialists from many
countries are seeking the same results
in their own way. Financing from the
United Nations Special Fund and the
government of Syria has put geologists,
groundwater specialists, geophysicists,
and hydrogeologists on the scene to locate and chart the groundwater sources
known to be there.
Last fall a member of the UN Special
Fund's secretariat staff, Mrs. Ellen Ferguson, visited this historic land to see
for herself how the UN-aided project
was helping to renew the land's fertility,
and the hopes and prospects of the people as well.
"Syria asked the UN to assist it in making this water resources survey," she said
in a recent interview with WORLD OuTLOOK. "The Special Fund conb·ibuted
$507,000 and the Syrian government,
$538,500-over 50 percent of the fundsfor this three-year project.
"The Jezireh-which means 'island of
wealth'-is the area between the Tigris
and Euphrates. Between these rivers
there have always been some water resources.
"This was the land described in the
Bible as flowing with milk and honey.
During Roman times it was noted for
the production of cereals. Later, it became a cotton-producing area. The cotton was sent to Mosul in Iraq to be made
into cloth. Hence the name of the cloth
we know as muslin.
"But after the Mongol invasion, the
Jezireh, turned into a desert, became a
dwelling place mainly for nomadic
tribes.
"Their sheep," she added with a smile,
"led them where they wanted to go."
It was not until after World War I that
resettlement took place, she noted. Then
Armenian, Kurdish, and Assyrian groups
came into the Jezireh, followed by Syrians, and crop raising began again to
some extent.
Today some 200,000 Christians and
Moslems live on 48,000 square kilometers
of the Jezireh. This is the area covered
by the Special Fund's water resources
survey. 'W hen this project was begun
some three years ago, only 8,000 hectares
were producing crops.
The team of technicians, including Syrian, French, Italian, English, Yugoslav, and Japanese experts, sent by the
Special Fund and tl1e UN Food and AgAUGUST 1964

riculture Organization, the executing
agency for the project, have found subsurface water at tl1e eastern tip of tlm
Jezireh and water at a deeper level
tluoughout the area. According to Mrs.
Ferguson, they also found traces of tlm
old aquifers used by the Homans. ( Aquifers are the underground natural water
streams and springs. It is a technical
term.)
"Their studies and test borings have
led to tl1e discovery of two enormous
basins of water," she said. "One is an
artesian water supply, which of course
goes on forever.
"A water development board has also
been set up to insure balanced control
of these new-found resources. The whole
area should go back to its former fertility and productivity."
This water-survey project is illustrative
of the type of assistance tl1e Special
Fund provides. The Special Fund is principally a preinvestment program. Its
projects prepare the way for future investment by helping countries to uncover resources, decide what to do with
them, and set up training programs and
research institutes to bring modern skills
to bear on development potential.
"The Special Fund is tl1e largest technical assistance program of the United
Nations," Mrs. Ferguson stated, "but its
work is always directed toward stimulating development in key sectors of agriculture and industry, either tluough exploration of physical resources or
through training of manpower. It offers
aid in a way that will help countries to
know themselves, so to speak, to evaluate
and to plan on tl1e basis of tl1eir own
assets-their physical and human resources.
"The principle on which this assistance
is based," she continued, "is not dissimilar to tl1at of the missionary groups
which in a way were pioneers of all aid
programs.
"The aia the missionaries offered was
in no way comparable to the vast needs
of an entire country, but they had the
motive and dedication to help people
to awaken to their own potential and assist them in developing it.
"The Special Fund approaches the
countries that ask for aid in somewhat
the same way-to help tl1em to know
themselves, to discover what they have
that they can develop for their own benefit and the benefit of otl1ers.
"If you don't know where you are,"
she asked pointedly, "how can you know
where you are going?"
Mrs. Ferguson brings a special kind
of knowing-where-you're-going experience to her present assignment with tl1e
Special Fund.
Her knowledge of the world is exten-

sive and practical. Much of it she gained,
after graduation from Glasgow University, as a reporter for tl1e British Broadcasting Corporation and for Great
Britain's Kemsley chain of newspapers,
serving both agencies at various posts
and times in the Far East (Singapore),
in Russia and Germany.
Following these global reporting assignments, tl1is quiet-mannered, keenminded Scottish woman, accepted a position as publicist with the UN International Refugee Organization. After that
she served for five years ( 1953-58) with
tl1e UN Korean Reconstruction Agency,
which she describes as "the first big technical assistance operation." She worked
with other UN agencies, including
Unesco and ILO, before joining the Special Fund in 1961.
"TI1e ultimate aim, of course, is to
transform aid into trade," Mrs. Ferguson
explained. "For only when countries can
find export markets for their products
and earn foreign exchange to pay for
necessary imports will tl1ey become truly
self-supporting.
"TI1e Special Fund has a place in all
this. The common denominator of countries seeking Special Fund assistance
seems to be lack of knowledge of what
they already have, their resources-possibilities for wider use of rivers, for instance-and, as with the Jezireh, location of desperately needed water resources. TI1is ignorance of course leads
to under-utilization of manpower and
otl1er economic ills."
Special Fund-assisted projects, she
pointed out, help to remove this ignorance and its consequent limitations in
tl1e economy of developing countries.
At present tl1e number of high-priority
Special Fund-assisted projects totals 421
and the number of countries and territories receiving this aid, over 125.
The cost of the total program is over
$918.6 million. Some sixty percent of
tl1is amount, or $544.8 million, is provided
by the governments requesting aid. The
Special Fund is providing $373.8 million
from central resources conb·ibuted voluntarily by 106 countries.
Of the total 421 Special Fund projects
Africa has 132; Asia and the Far East,
120; the Americas, 110; tllC Middle East,
35; Europe, 23, and there is one interregional project.
Among the new projects approved for
assistance by the Fund's Governing
Council during its June session were
such diverse undertakings as tt·aining of
engineers in Algeria; urban planning in
Argentina; the improving of meterological se1vices in the Congo; research in
peb:oleum refining in India; animal husbandry in Kenya; and a survey of railways in Madagascar.
[ 411]

39

-r~~- -•••··---

... ~-------- · - -

~foxico is a wonderfully satisfying kind
of story. \Ve like the title; godmother is a
beautiful word. We hope this article will
ms MONTH every one is reaching be used by young persons who are thinkfor new material on the new na- ing about their own vocations, and by
tions. The story by Jvliss Helen members of the \Voman's Societies who
Jefferson is made for such searchers: are learning of the work of the Board of
Missions.
"Women Workers in Pakistan."
There is one mission service that can
It is not often that V/onLD OunooK
comes onto stories of what women do in never be outgrown, some one remarked
the churches overseas. The article about to us the other day. That is the financing
Pakistani women leaders may be used in of religious publishing houses for the
the study about new nations, or in a dis- people of the world. Brazilian Methodcussion on the new autonomous churches ists do a great deal of the financing of
in the mission study class (Pakistan their publishing endeavors, themselves.
Ivlethodists have recently formed an See "Imprensa Metodista in Brazil."
autonomous church). Or use it as a sup- Methodists in the United States are
plementary article for a study on status proud that they could have a part in
helping to build the new publishing
of women, or of women in the church.
Save this article for the names given. plant.
There were many more pictures we
\11/ithin a few years we are going to have
to include overseas names in our Meth- wanted to use. There is a pleasant lunch
odist histories. It is interesting to note room where the workers gather at noon.
the times when these leaders' names first There is the recreation field where young
workers-older ones, also-can work off
appear in our magazines.
"Children in Today's Crisis" presents, steam. There is a picture of the mulperhaps, too easy a solution to the woes tiplicity of material that the Publishing
of children. But doctors and nurses, House handles. There was just not space
psychologists and sociologists insist that for all the pictures.
To go with the story of a publishing
a truly healthy child means a beloved
house
producing literature, what could
child. By the word healthy we do not
mean merely physical health. The trick is be more natural than the story of how
to help fathers and mothers to love. literature is used? Eunice Sluyter brings
Sometimes it is necessary to aid in find- us an article about literature in India,
ing jobs, in getting better housing, in where there is a tremendous hunger
providing medicines and medical care. for reading material. Village reading
A sick mother or an unemployed father rooms, tin trunk libraries-these are only
often cannot give the love that should be a few of the testaments to an awakening
a child's due. But it is good to know thirst for knowledge.
Another means of satisfying the thirst
what a cure-all love can be.
Perhaps Mrs. Tatum's poem, "My for communication is through the use of
City's Children," should be used with the mass media-radio, films, television.
these pictures. It tells of another kind In Africa, radio is revolutionizing the
of childhood hazard-of a child tom by habits of people in areas where transoutside prejudices and evils. The lesson, portation is difficult. You may remember
of course, is that parental love must be that last year we had an article on the
carried on into community care and new Christian station, Radio Voice of
world concern for children everywhere. the Gospel, then just opening in Ethiopia.
"A Christian Outreach in the South- Missionary H. T. Maclin has been workeast" is a story of some of the institution- ing with that station, and he tells in this
al work of The Methodist Church. Again issue how radio is changing the new Afriand again in these days we are discover- ca, and suggests what the church should
ing the importance of the Christian in- do to keep pace.
Communicating in a different and
stitution in fighting poverty, in helping
men and women to work together, and deeper way is done by the artist. Japan
to deepen the cultural and spiritual life is a culture where art is deeply important
of a community. There is one gain that to people. Chaplain Klewin describes
the church receives from the work that some of the contemporary Christian
the writer docs not mention here. That is artists in Japan and their work. People
the first-hand acquaintance with families in the \Vest tend to think of Japanese mt
that the ordinary Methodist never meets. in certain stereotypes-bamboo trees,
It is an advantage not to be underesti- waterfalls, and kimonos.
mated. Be sure to read the paragraphs
To reach the modern Japanese, howabout reaching the hard-to-reach. No one ever, the artist must speak in contemposhould be beyond the reach of the rary terms. The painters shown here do
church in the community.
just that, and speak to all of us, not just
The story by Mrs. Vandcrveldc about their countrymen. This is merely a sample
!vliss Anne Dcavours and her work in of the work being done in that count!)'·
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The importance of communication
(using the word in its broadest sense) is
shown most vividly where communication breaks clown. \Ve have two stories
on this topic this month. The first is from
Panama. Relations between the United
States and Panama were strained earlier
in the year when riots broke out over the
Canal Zone. Several months ago, an
evangelistic mission from the United
States visited Panama and Costa Rica.
Donald Struchen, a member of the mission, discusses the reception of this mission and what it accomplished. The results are encouraging and show how
Christian witness may reach across areas
of tension.
While Mr. Struchen was in Panama.
he took a number of good photographs of
the Methodist Church in that country
and we have made them up into a picture
section.
A second and extreme area of lack of
communication is in race relations. Realizing the complexity of this problem and
its involvement with poverty, churches in
the United States have started a new
type of mission project in the 1fasissippi
delta country. Churches in other lands
are being asked to help support this
project. Read what its sponsors hope to
accomplish.
\!\Te have been interested in the number of readers who follow our "\Vindow
on the United Nations" articles. This
month we are bringing you the story of
a search for water in the desert-and for
milk and honey, too.
vVe have talked a good bit about
poverty in this magazine-this month
and in past months. The story of the
search for water is one way of combatting poverty. Your support of our government's payments to the United Nations Funds helps do away with poverty
in the Middle East. This may help do
away, in its turn, with poverty in the
United States. It is an interlocking system, and interdependent. Use this article
when one of your church members asks
why the United States gives to the
United Nations.
Do you like the children on our cover
for August? They arc children in a nurseiy school overseas. They could be cl1ilclren here or anywhere. The nursery
school began as a help for working
mothers-really, a kind of day nursery. It
is becoming something beyond that. It is
becoming a place where children from
their earliest years learn to play and
work together, and start to develop into
little social beings.
This issue is giving much space to children and their various worlds. Do not
overlook "Suzic"s World." It is a limited
world, a strenuous world, but not a
gloomy world in Hong Kong harbor.
WOHLD OUTLOOK
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THE PROSPECTS OF CHRISTIANITY
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, edited
by M. Searle Bates and Wilhelm Pauck.
New York, 1964·: Charles Scribner's
Sons; 286 pages, $4.95.
This volume of "brief statements in
depth" about the prospects of Christianity
is dedicated to Henry Pitt Van Dusen. It is
a fitting tribute to one whose career was so
largely identified with the ecumenical movement. The editors and sixteen writers are
distinguished churchmen, almost all of
whom have been connected in one way or
another with Union Theological Seminary,
New York. But each writes about a region
of the earth in which a major part of his
work has been done. The result is a remarkably informative and illuminating commentary on the current state of the world
and the outlook for mankind, as well as the
prospects for Christianity. These prospects
vary, though the prevailing mood of the
writers is true to the somber tradition of
the more realistic Old Testament prophets.
The church is in trouble. The most hopeful views are expressed, as might have been
expected, in the essays on Russia and China.
Donald A. Lowrie in one of the book's most
informative chapters presents in harshest
clarity the picture of militant atheism working at the task of rooting out all religion in
the Soviet Union, but predicts in the words
of a venerable priest: "For a thousand years
the Church has been preaching the Gospel
in Russia. She will be preaching the same
Gospel a thousand years from now."
The chapter on Indonesia by Allen C.
Thomson is a model of concise communication. The treatment of Africa in two interesting essays, one of which deals mainly
with South Africa, leaves most to be desired in comprehensiveness. The brilliant
essay on Latin America by Jose Miguez
Bonino, on the other hand, is comprehensive
enough but deserves to be supplemented by
another chapter or two giving more particularity to the current scene both in Brazil
and the Spanish-speaking countries.
Space does not allow fuller discussion of
this excellent book. It must be read in any
case by all who intend to have an informed
view of Christianity in the modern world.

THE FABULOUS FLEMINGS OF KATHMANDU, by Grace Nies Fletcher. New
York, 1964: E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc.;
219 pages, $4.95.
The story of the United Mission to Nepal
has been crying out for an author for some
time, but this book was worth waiting for.
Mrs. Fletcher was there. She was not only
in Nepal, but was a patient in the hospital.
She knows the whole thrilling story, and
she has told it with humor, insight, and
charm. These pages live and breathe with
unusually interesting people. Here you meet
not only the fabulous Flemings but the
Millers, the Friedricks, the Taylors, the
Roses, miracle workers all. You meet "Me
l3almakunda," the little brown orderly in
AUGUST 1964

the hospital, and you meet his l\lajesty, the
tall, gracious, precedent-breaking King
Mahendra of Nepal, builder of a modern
nation on ancient foundations. And here you
may encounter, too, a Christianity that expres~es itself in less talk and more action
than is generally the case. The book is lacking only in villains and villainies. Illustrated.
Warmly recommended.

GOD HERE AND NOW, by Karl Barth.
New York, 1964·; Harper and Row; 108
pp., $3.75.
This slight volume is a collection of seven
addresses delivered within the past fifteen
years by the Swiss theologian before diverse
audiences. This writing is Karl Barth at his
best. The chapter entitled "God's Word and
the Decision of Faith" is one of the finest
expositions of his basic doctrine of the
word of God. One cannot read his discussion of the demands of grace in a time of
crisis for the Church without applying it to
our own condition in mid-century America.
Some of the decisions that faced the confessional Church in Germany in 1934 are
frighteningly like ours here thirty years
later. We ignore Karl Barth's warnings at
our peril. Many of us recently returned from
the 1964 General Conference. We hear
Barth with new understanding when he
writes "It is dangerous when the Church is
only part dead, partly no longer the Church.
This part is then a cancer that can easily
eat into sound tissue and be the death of
the whole body. Then the borderline case
threatens that the whole Church will cease
to be the Church. If that does not happen,
then it is only because the living Lord Jesus
Christ cannot die because the Church is on
its way to the resurrection that depends on
Him. In and of itself, the Church could
otherwise only decay and perish."
Those who have been heartened by the
revised Book of Worship will find Barth's
discussion of liturgy especially helpful on
page 78. These essays would provide an excellent study book for a class of either laymen or ministers. An index would have
b~en a welcome addition to this book.
WILLIAM
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RESHAPING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE, hy
Robert A. Raines. New York, 1964·;
Harper and Row; 174 pp., S3.00.
The author, in his introduction, tells us
that his thought and concern have shifted in
an emphasis upon life together to Christian
mission in the world. He writes for a church
in a time of common calling for basic renewal. The first part of his book deals with
the reshaping of the Church. His love for
the Church is expressed in surgical terms.
He describes the hollowness of the Church's
life together, the irrelevance of the Church
in its mission, and every Christian congregation to be "a letter from Christ" to its own
community. In his exciting chapter on "The
Army of the Lord," he reminds us that
"every local Church needs to define its own
mission fields and appraise its congregational program in terms of its effectiveness or
irrelevance to the task of equipping its people for mission." He sees the family, work,

and community as three basic mission fields
for the local congregation. The Church as
the army of the Lord is best described as a
servant people who inevitably become a
witnessing community.
Dr. Raines calls for mission structures
that will be both ecumenical and unconventional and feels that the suburban captivilv
of the churches can be broken if we take
our mission seriously.
The second part of his book deals with
the reshaping of the Christian life. His description of hell as part of our present life
on page 80 alone is worth the price of the
book. He deals skillfully with the great issues of the faith in terms of forgiveness,
reconciliation, and freedom. His chapter on
the ordered life receives deeper dimensions
when it is read in connection with his conclusion entitled "The Way of the Cross."
Both ministers and laymen will appreciate
the appendices to this book which include
Bible study outlines, a plan for Christian
discussion groups, and an outline of five
premarital counseling sessions. This is a
searching, brilliantly written book, which is
easy to read and it will force the reader to
a deeper understanding and commitment to
the renewal of the Church.
W. B. G.

l\IY PEOPLE IS THE ENE!\IY, An Auto·
biographical Polemic, hy William
Stringfellow. New York, 196'1·: Holt,
Rinehart and Winston, Inc.; 150 pages,
$3.95.
Mr. Stringfellow, a young white lawyer
and Episcopal layman, lived seven years in
New York's Harlem. This book is the story
of and reflections on those years.
Simply to say this could be to give a very
misleading description of this volume. It is
not another book about the "race problem"
which purports to tell what the Negro wants.
Neither is it a sentimental tale of woe by a
"bleeding heart" liberal. It is, simply, a cleareyed hard look at a part of our society by a
man who observed it closely.
This is not to say that Mr. Stringfellow
is without a point of view or without passions. He is both a Christian and a lawyer
and from both perspectives he is outraged
by many of the things that American society does to its poor and most especially to
its black poor. But he has learned that the
best way to communicate a situation is
through accurate, controlled description
rather than through mere bursts of emotion.
One area in which the author is particularly pointed and valuable in his analysis
is that of the churches. VVhat Mr. Stringfellow has to say about the church's role
in the inner city should be read by all those
who are interested in the mission of the
church. There is a "neo-romanticism" in
much present-day missionary thinking and
it is spotted and neatly dissected here. Mr.
Stringfellow is noted as a lay theologian and
he demonstrates his firm grip on the relation
of religion to all of life.
The book is not perfect, of course, but it
is exciting, stimulating, honest and really
well written. Mr. Stringfellow here is at the
top of his form and that is very good.
[ 413]
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MISSIONARIES URGE
ANGOLA SUPPORT
Three hundred thirty J\lethodist missionaries at an international conference at
Greencastle, Ind., voted recentlv to send
a message to President Johnson . and other
national leaders, asking the United States
to support the right to self-determination of
Africans in Angola when the Angola question ag:1in comes before the United Nations.
Gathered from thirtv-one countries of
:\frica , Asia, Europe a;HI Latin .America,
the missionaries also urged that "the government of the United States continue to
exert its positive influence on the government of Porh1gal to encl their oppressive
colm!!al domination of the people of Angola.
' The missionaries' statement was adopted
at the closing session of the annual New
and Furloughed Methodist Missionary Conference on the campus of DePauw University. The statement pointed out that The
Methodist Church has had mission work
in the Portuguese colony for eighty years
and that there are more than 20,000 African Methodists in Angola now.
Along with the message to U . S. government lenders, the missionaries voted to
send a letter to the Methodists in Angola,
saying that "we would have you know of
our sincere and heartfelt thankfulness to
God for your courageous stand in recent
years in the face of great hardship, persecution and the death of many of your finest
laymen and ministers. Our prayers reach
out to you."
Methodist leaders estimate that one
fomth of the Methodist constituency in
Angola has been killed, wounded, imprisoned, made homeless or forced into refugee
status by the Portuguese since the African
nationalist revolution began in March,
1961. The number of Methodist missionaries in Angola has been reduced from
twenty-five to five in the same p eriod, because of expulsion or denial of enh·y visas.
The statement by the missionaries is to
be sent to : President Johnson, Secretary of
State Dean Rusk, U. N. Ambassador Adlai
Stevenson, Assistant Secretary of State for
African Affairs G. Mennen Williams, Sen.
J. \Villiam Fulbright (D.-Ark.), chairman
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
and Rep. Thomas E. Morgan (D.-Pa.),
chairman of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee.
The text of the statement:
"\Ve, the 330 missionaries participating
in the New and Furloughed Missionary
Conference of The Methodist Church in
session at DePauw University, Greencastle,
Ind., June 15-21, 1964, have gathered from
31 of the 47 countries in which we work
around the world. \Ve have been made
freshly aware of the desperate situation
which continues to exist in the countrv of
Angola, 'West Africa. vVe have a parti~ulnr
concern, as The Methodist Church has been
at work with the people of Angola for
eighty years, the African membership of
42
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Ohio WesleYiln

Dorothy McConnell, editor of WORLD OUTLOOK, is shown as she receh·ed the honorary degree of doctor of humane letters from President Elden Smith of Ohio Wesleyan
University in June. Miss McConnell, an alumna of Ohio Wesleyan and Columbia Universities, was the only woman so honored there this year.

ReY. Pierre Shaumba, secretary-general of the Congo Protestant Council, is hooded as he
receives an hono1·ary doctor of divinity degree from Asbury College, Wilmore, Kentuck~· ,
in May. Presentation is made by Bishop Arthur J. Moore, former president of the Board
of Missions of The Methodist Church. A Methodist, Dr. Shanmbn is a graduate of Paine
College, Augusta, Georgia.

our church in a land numbering more than
20,000.
"We have been encouraged by the positive stand of the United States in its voting

in the United Nations as regards Angola
in past years. However, we are concerned
with the apparent change in United States
policy as reflected in voting by the U.S.A.
WOHLD OUTLOOK
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in the United Nations in recent years, retreating from forthright support of Angolan
self-determination and freedom to a position which covertly lends encouragement
to Portgual in the oppressive measures undertaken against the Angolan people. In
spite of well-publicized token refo1ms by
the government of Portugal in order to
project a favorable image of their colonial
rule in Angola, the situation remains essentially unchanged.
"\Ve urge and hope that when the issue
of Angolan self-determination comes again
before the United Nations for debate, the
United States will return to its historic and
morally valid support of the right of all
people, including Angolans, to choose their
own destiny.
"\Ve urge further that the government of
the United States continue to exert its positive influence on the government of Portugal to end their oppressive colonial domination of the people of Angola."
The letter to the Methodists in Angola
says:
"To our fellow Methodist Christians in
Angola, West Africa:
"We, the 330 missionaries of world Methodism assembled at the New and Furloughed Missionary Conference June 1521 at Greencastle, Ind., U.S.A., would have
you know of our sincere and heartfelt
thankfulness to God for your courageous
stand in recent years in the face of great
hardship, persecution and the death of
many of your finest laymen and ministers.
Our prayers reach out to you. One of your
young laymen has addressed us and moved
our hearts to great concern. Our prayers
go to you, as we ask for your prayers that
we may be in every land faithful stewards
of the mystery of Christ and loyal ambassadors of His grace and saving power."

RELIGIONISTS HAIL
CIVIL RIGHTS BILL
Catholics, Protestants and Jews gathered
solemnly on a lawn facing the U.S. Capitol
to "thank Almighty God and the Congress
of the United States" for passage of civil
rights legislation by the Senate.
Senator Clifford P. Case of New Jersey,
Senator Wayne Morse of Oregon, and Representative Robert V\T. Kastenmeier of Wisconsin joined a crowd that overflowed into
the street as leaders of the three major
faiths commended the legislators and
pledged themselves to increased unity and
renewed determination in the "unfinished
tasks that lie ahead."
The meeting, held out of doors at llO
!vfaryland Avenue opposite the Supreme
Court, was sponsored by the National Council of Churches and representatives of the
National Catholic Welfare Conference, the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
and the interfaith Theological Students
Vigil for Civil Rights.
This service of "thanksgiving and commitment" climaxed nearly two months of
continuous activity by national religious
groups pressing for prompt passage of
strong civil rights legislation as the Senate
filibuster broke all records. Beginning with
April 28's National Interreligious ConvocaAUGUST 1964
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tion on Civil Rights at Georgetown University, this activity continued daily at the
Lutheran Church of the Reformation on
Capitol Hill, where the National Council
of Churches' Assembly on Civil Rights drew
clergymen and laymen from throughout
the country for worship, up-to-the-minute
briefings on the Senate debate, and calls on
their Senators.
This afternoon's benediction, which formally closed the "open-end" Church Assembly, was pronounced by Rabbi Samuel Scolnic, newly elected president of the
Washington Board of Rabbis.
"Rabbi Scolnic's benediction is a dramatic reminder of the unprecedented
spirit of unity which has embraced Catholic, Protestant and Jewish efforts to help
the greatest legislative body in the world
to do what is morally right at this watershed of history," said t11e Rev. Dr. Robert
W. Spike, executive director of the National Council of Churches' Commission on
Religion and Race, which sponsored the
Church Assembly.
The service also marked the end of more
than two months' continuous vigil at the
Lincoln Memorial by seminary students of
every major faith from throughout the country. Two thousand of them came to Washington to mount a continuous three-man
watch-Protestant, Catholic and Jewnight and day in all weathers.
In an "address of appreciation to Congressional leaders," the Rev. John Cronin,
S.S., assistant director of the National Catholic \:\7elfare Conference's Social Action Department, said the civil rights bill passed
by the Senate embodies the "just and farreaching" legislation which the major faiths
have supported "with one voice" during
the past year.
"We asked that basic human rights be
protected by law," he said. "Among these
were the right to vote, the right freely to
use public facilities - and accommodations,
full access to tax-financed education, and
equal job opportunity. vVe sought a bill
that would embody these rights. Such a
bill has now been passed in both houses
of the Congress."
Fr. Cronin said the bill "will do much
to redeem our national honor, too often
soiled in the past by actions which belied
our democratic ideals and our religious
convictions."
Although "we regret the past, we are
now legislating a peaceful social revolution
not easily paralleled in history," he declared. "The religious forces represented
here have no intention of dissolving or even
weakening the ties that have bound them
so closely in recent months. Our aim is both
simple and total. We seek to wipe out from

our society every trace of discrimination
and overt prejudice."
In a second address, Dr. Spike hailed
the "significant confluence of traditions,
institutions and responsibilities" represented
at today's service.
Disagreeing with those who have "denounced" pro-civil rights activity by religious groups as "an intrusion of church
into politics," he said: "The real truth is
that we who are churchmen and members
of synagogues must feel a continual shame
that we were so belated in asserting with
vigor what we knew to be true in our
hearts-discrimination because of color is
not only un-American, it is a sin against
the very God we profess to worship."
Dr. Spike suggested that church and
synagogue involvement in the struggle for
racial justice has helped to clarify relationships befween religion and government.
"We were late in entering the struggle
precisely because we have been confused
about our own rightful place in a society
which can have no official religion, nor give
any religious group preferred position," he
said.
Church-state separation "has been falsely
interpreted to mean neutrality on moral
issues, or a kind of banishment of religion
to ceremonial sanction." It is "ironic that
often those most devoted to naming God
on our coins and in our pledges of allegiance are most reluctant to see religious
groups identifying moral issues and fighting
for human justice in the name of God,"
Dr. Spike said.
The three national chairmen of the Theological Students' Vigil for Civil Rights, who
had marched from the Lincoln Memorial
before the service, presented a statement
of rededication to the "task for the future:
to help give reality and meaning to the
claim that all men are created equal, as
.
brothers before God."
Spokesman for the group was Brother
Jude Molnar of Washington's Catholic University. The other chairmen are Jonathan
Levine of Jewish Theological Seminary in
New York City, and Thomas Leatherwood
of Union Theological Seminary, also in
New York.
In benediction, Rabbi Scolnic said the
first man on earth "was not of a particular
nation or religion or color." None of Adam's
descendents can say to another: "My lineage is superior to yours, my ancestry is
nobler than yours," he declared.
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch of Washington,
director of the Religious Action Center of
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, opened the se1vice with a prayer of
invocation. Christian Methodist Episcopal
Bishop Henry C. Bunton of Washington
[ 415]
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CAN
!
TEMPERANCE
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read Isaiah 61:1-8. antl Dean Francis B.
Sayre of \Vashington's National Cathedral
led a prayer of thanksgiving.
The most Rev. John Spence, Homan
Catholic Auxiliary Bishop of Washington,
led the \\'orshipers in a "prayer of commitment" to the unfinished task of erasing
racial discrimination from the fabric of
American life.

JAMES S. THOMAS
ELECTED BISHOP
The Rev. Dr. James S. Thomas, 45, was
elected and consecrated a bishop of The
i\lethodist Church at the Central Jurisdictional Conference held at Daytona Beach,
Florida, June 17-21.
The first of some ten bishops to be
chosen at the beginning of the quadrennium, he was elected on the seventeenth
ballot-longest in the jurisdiction's history
-after the withdrawal of the Rev. L. Scott

Allen of New Orleans, editor of the Ce11trnl
Christian Advocate. Currently, he is the
youngest of the forty-four-member Council
of Bishops.
Known throughout the church, Bishop
Thomas for the last eleven years has been
in Nashville, Tenn ., as associate director of
the Department of Educational Institutions,
General Board of Education, representing
the board of the thirteen colleges historically operated for Negroes by the denomination.
The new bishop was assigned by the conference to a new and temporary Chicago
Area to supervise churches of the Lexington Conference in nine l'vlidwest states. It
is expected that the North Central Jurisdictional Conference (July 8-12) will take
the final action to h·ansfer Lexington Conference from Central to North Central Jmisdiction and to integrate the Negro churches
into the region's annual conferences. At the

Methodist Missions, by Ricknrby

Bishop Newell S. Booth commissions new missionaries at a sen· ice held at the New and
Ful'l.o ughed Missionaries Conference at DePauw University, Greenca stle, Indiana, in June.

Methodist Missions,. by Rickarby

The:;e retiri11~ 1111s>10naries were honored at a service at the New and I•urloughed l\lis-

8io11urics Con rere nee.
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same time, Bishop Thomas would be transferred to North Central to become resident
bishop of one of its episcopal areas.
The Central Jurisdiction assigned its
other four bishops as follows, with some
revisions of episcopal areas and residence
cities occasioned by changes in conference
boundaries:
Baltimore Area-Bishop Prince A. Taylor, Jr., formerly in Monrovia, Liberia, for
\Vashington and Delaware Conferences.
Nashville-Carolina Area-Bishop Charles
F. Golden, residence in Nashville; for North
Carolina-Virginia, Tennessee-Kentucky and
South Carolina Conferences.
Southwestern Area-Bishop Noah \V.
Moore, Jr., residence changed from New
Orleans to Houston; for Louisiana, Texas,
\Vest Texas, Southwest and Central \Vest
Conferences.
Atlantic Coast Area-Bishop M. Lafayette Harris, Atlanta; for Florida, Georgia,
Mississippi, Upper Mississippi and Central
Alabama Conferences.
The conference also honored two retiring
bishops who are life-long friends. Bishops
Matthew W. Clair, Jr., of St. Louis, and
Edgar A. Love of Baltimore are both sons
of ministers in the 'Washington Conference,
both graduates of Howard University and
Boston University School of Theology, both
World War I Army Chaplains, both elected
bishops in 1952.
Bishop Thomas is a native of Orangeburg, S. C., the son of a l\fothodist minister,
the late Rev. James S. Thomas, Sr. He is a
graduate of Claflin College, Gammon Theological Seminary, Drew University and
Cornell University, with a doctor of philosophy degree in anthropology and sociology from Cornell.
H e served pastorates in South Carolina
after entering the ministry in 1942; was on
the Gammon faculty from 1947, as professor of rural church, director of field work
and head of the practical studies division.
For the past three years he has been chairman of his jurisdiction's Study Committee,
whose proposals for efforts toward integration were adopted by this conference.
Bishop and Mrs. Thomas, the form er
Miss Ruth Naomi Wilson of Lynchburg,
S. C., have four daughters, aged six to
eighteen years.
Sponsors for his consecration were a
brother, the Rev. G. A. Thomas, retired,
of Spartanburg, S. C., and President Hubert
Manning of Claflin College.

DR. WILKINS TO LEAVE
MISSION BOARD STAFF
The Rev. Dr. John R. Wilkins of New
York and Burlingame, Calif., who for the
last six years has worked to develop the
missionary education and cultivation program in the 550 districts and the 100 anmml conferences of The Methodist Church,
has resigned from the staff of the Methodist
Board of Missions effective August 31.
Since 1958, Dr. Wilkins has been director
of the Department of l'l'lissionary Education
in the Board's Joint Section of Education
and Cultivation. In that position , he has
been responsible for training and working
WOHLD OUTLOOK
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with the conference and district missionary
secretaries throughout Methodism. He has
expanded and developed the program of
summer missionary conferences and has
played a key role in developing the annual
mission study themes and materials. In addition, during the 1960-64 quadrennium,
Dr. 'Wilkins was the director of the significant "Our Mission Today" sh1dy program,
which was sponsored by the Board of :tvlissions and was used in most of Methodism's
39,000 local churches.
Dr. Wilkins officially retired as a minister
at the meeting in June of the CaliforniaNevada ~ifethodist Conference, of which he
is a ministerial member. He and Mrs. Wilkins will return in August to their home in
Burlingame.
A native of Eau Claire, Wis., Dr. Wilkins
spent most of his early life in Minneapolis,
:tvlinn., and attended the West High School
there. After serving two and one-half years
in the navy in World War I, he enrolled
in the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis. He transferred to Hamline University in St. Paul and was graduated in 1923.
He took seminary training at the Boston
University School of Theology and was
graduated in 1926 with a bachelor of sacred
theology degree. He holds honorary doctor
of divinity degrees from Hamline University and the University of the Pacific at
Stockton, Calif.
After seminary, Dr. \Vilkins went to California to begin his ministry. His appointment was to open a new Methodist church
at Clarksburg, a farming community in the
Sacramento River Valley. After eight years'
service at Clarksburg, he was appointed to
the lVIethodist Church at Oroville, Calif.
Later he was pastor of the First Methodist
Church, Burlingame, Calif., for nine years,
superintendent of the Redwood-Shasta
Methodist district three years, superintendent of the San Jose district six years
and executive secretary of the CaliforniaNevada Conference Board of Missions for
three years.
Dr. 'Wilkins was a delegate to the Methodist General Conferences of 1948, 1952,
1956, 1960 and 1964. He attended the
centennial observance of Methodist work in
China in 1947 and has traveled in Japan,
Africa, the Philippines, Latin America and
Hawaii.

NAMED TO TOP POSTS
AT NAVAJO SCHOOL
Two young ministers who have had experience in Methodist mission fields overseas have been named to the top adminAUGUST 1964

Mr. Smyrcs

Dr. Wilkins

istrative posts of one of The Methodist
Church's principal home mission projects,
the Navajo Methodist Mission School in
Farmington, N. Mex. They are:
The Rev. Thomas H. Cloyd, Donelson,
Tenn., who has been appointed superintendent of the school and will assume his
duties the first of July. He was a missionary
to the Congo from 1958 to 1961.
The Rev. John C. Pollock, Pittsburgh, Pa. ,
who will be chaplain of the school and
principal of its high school department,
starting early in September. He .was a missionary to India from 1949 to 1961.
The Navajo Methodist Mission School
has been a home mission institution serving
the Navajo Indian people since 1891. It has
an enrollment of 225 students from fourth
grade through high school and a staff of
forty. The coeducational school has grown
from its original quarters in a tent and an
adobe shack to a plant comprising twentytwo buildings including domitories, since
most of the students live on the campus.
A community center at Bisti, thirty-five
miles south of Farmington, is operated in
connection with the school.
Since its founding, the Navajo school has
been supported primarily by the missionary
giving of Methodist women through their
\Voman's Societies of Christian Service and
'Wesleyan Service Guilds. The school is
presently under the administration of the
v\Toman's Division of Christian Service of
the Methodist Board of Missions, but starting in September, the Board will be reorganized and the school will be administered
under the Board's National Division.
Mr. Cloyd succeeds as superintendent
Willard P. Bass, who was associated with
the school for twenty-nine years. Mr. Bass
has resigned and will be working toward a
doctor of philosophy , degree at the University of New Mexico, ,\•ith financial assistance provided by the \iVoman's Division of
Christian Service.

TWO LONG TIME MISSION
EXECUTIVES TO RETIRE
Two executives of the Methodist Board
of Missions, who have given a total of
seventy-three years of service to the missionary cause, will retire within a six-week
period late this summer. Both have served
as missionaries in the field, one in China
and the other in Africa, and both have held
responsible positions on the executive staff
of the Board in its New York headquarters.
Thev are:
The Rev. Dr. Robert T. Henry, Jackson,
Miss., and Ft. Lee, N. J. , who will retire

AMERICAi'fMADE HANDBELLS
by Schulmerich"'
You con now have immediate delivery
on the most delicately and expertly
forged handbells ever-all with
exclusive features found only in
Schulmerich. Write for literature.
SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, INC.
898-t Carillon Hill • Sell•nville, Pa.

A rich source of inspira·
tion for your holidays.
24-pages; 21 devotionals.

Get both of these worthwhile booklets
designed especially to help vacationing
Christians deepen their appreciation of
the Lord's glorious creation and His gifts
to us. Your Christian bookseller displaying the CEA emblem has both bookletsboth free for the asking.
••. and while you're browsing
through his store, may we suggest
you select several

good books
for enjoyment, relaxation
and spiritual refreshment

July 31 as business manager of the Board
of Missions. He was a missionary to China
for thirty-two years and has served with the
Board for forty-five years.
The Rev. Roy S. Smyres, Jamaica,
Queens, N. Y., who will retire September
14 as a director of the Advance Department of the Board's Division of World .lvlissions. He was a missionary to the Congo
for eight years and has been associated
with the Board for twenty-eight years.
Dr. Henry, who has lived in Fort Lee
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31
munity attended a program for Planned
Parenthood. sponsored by Columbia
Planned Parenthood and presented by a
state public health nurse.
The Lure of Camp
"Camp" is a magic word for youngsters-in fact its magic extends to all
the young in heart.
How estimate the healing powers of
clays spent beside flowing creeks or
underneath the blue of a summer sky?
Of nights with stars for a ceiling? Or
the warming glow of campfires?
But camping has a ve1y practical side,
which includes h·ansportation and food
and drink and safety and skills and
leaders who know how to make the
hours fly in fascinating activities.
The 'Vesley House of Atlanta has its
own camp, about thirty minutes' ride
from the city, and it is willing to share
its treasures. This summer, 1964, it will
cooperate with the Bethlehem Center of
Atlanta in two camping sessions. There
will be fifty boys and girls at each camp,
and tl1e counselors will be from the staffs
at "'esley House and Bethlehem Center,
along with some college students.
In this woody and hilly area there are
4 cabins, housing 12 persons each.
Other community centers will have
various ways and means of sending their
children to camp. In some sections tl1e
Y'VCA camp may be borrowed, or the
Scout camps nearby, for short periods.
The boys and girls of Bethlehem
Center, Columbia, are forhmate in having on the Center's Board a member who
has a lake, which she and her husband
are making available to groups under
Center leadership for outings.
Day Camp, while it is not quite as
exciting as camping out all week, has
some good points. Children at Bethlehem Center, Atlanta, in groups of ten
children to one counselor, may enroll
for two weeks of day camp at a nearby
park.
Searching the Crystal Ball
for a New Look
As tl1e Centers reach special anniversary years the leaders therein pause for
a retrospective look backward, and a
prophetic look ahead.
This year, 1964, tl1e Board of Bethlehem Center, Atlanta, is giving a hard
and practical look at the 20 years of service of that institution. Some of tlle questions being asked are:
Is tlle Center's program relevant for
the community? How can the Center become more of a real force in tl1e community?
48
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for three years, will move to Umalilla, Fla.
He hopes to become the pastor of one or
more small :Methodist churches near Umatilla. Since 1953 he has been business manager of the 13oard, which involves supervising many centralized services for the
Board such as purchasing supplies and
equipment for both the New York oHlcc
and for missionaries in thirty countries, and
arranging transportation for 125 executives
of the Board and more than 1,500 missionaries.
On leaving China in 1951, which was
two vears after the Communists overran the
com{try, Dr. Henry served with the National Council of Churches in relation to
the technical assistance program of the
United Nations and the United States. He
served in that capacity two years. Previous-
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Sclicd11led for A11g11sl, 1964
(subject to change after press time)
Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.
Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

4: Rev. and Mrs. Robert A. Foster and
two children to Tokyo from Honolulu, President Cleveland, Amer.
Pres.
7: Mrs. Morion E. Bayless to Nadiad,
Gujarat, India, from New York,
Isthmian freighter
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald L. Dennis
and one child to Chunghwa, Taiwan, from San Francisco, President
Arthur, Am. Pres.
12: Miss Dorothy E. Jones to Taipei,
Taiwan from San Francisco, Fernhill, Fernville
13: Rev. and Mrs. Dan G. Adams and
six children to Luluabourg, Congo,
from New York, flight No. 548,
Sabena
17: Miss Marilyn Ann Burtch to Seoul,
Korea from San Francisco, President Van Buren, Am. Pres.
Miss Judith Ann Huffman to Seoul,
Korea from San Francisco, President Van Buren, Am. Pres.
Miss Bonnelyn M. Page to Seoul,
Korea from San Francisco, President Van Buren, Am. Pres.
24: Rev. and Mrs. Theodore P. McKnight and two children to Mozambique from New York, Olympia,
Greek
24: Miss Virginia Zoller to San Jose,
Costa Rica, from San Diego, California, flight No. 102, United
27: Miss Judith A. Gritzmaker to Hong
Kong from San Francisco, President
Wilson, Am. Pres.
Miss Anne E. Sorensen to Hong
Kong from San Francisco, President
Wilson, Am. Pres.
27: Mr. and Mrs. Jack Newsted and
four children to Sao Paulo, Brazil,
from Lansing, Michigan, flight No.
652, United
29: Mr. and Mrs. Mario Charles Barberi and three children to Naha,
Okinawa, from Portland, Oregon,
flight No. 891, Pan American
30: Rev. Paul N. West to Singapore,
Malaysia, from San Fro~cisco,
Tagaytay, Barber

ly he had been director of the Church
\Vorld Service relief program in China for
ten years.
Before World \Var II and its aftermath
made relief work a major undertaking of
the churches in China, Dr. Henry's ministry
had been mainly in Soochow as director of
institutional features of the famous Hong
Kong Institutional Church. Through its
educational classes, clinics, clubs and other
activities, this church reached many thousands of people during a period of a quarter
of a century or more.
Dr. Henry first went to China as a missionary of the former Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, in 1919. Prior to that he
was a teacher and headmaster at the former
Millsaps Preparatory School in Mississippi.
He is a native of Alabama and attended
Millsaps College in Jackson, Miss., graduating in 1915 with a bachelor of arts degree. He received the bachelor of divinity
degree from the Candler School of Theology at Emory University, Atlanta, Ga., in
1919 and the master's degree from Scarritt
College, Nashville, Tenn., in 1941.
l\fr. Smyres, who has lived in Jamaica for
twelve years, will be leaving a position in
which he has helped to raise almost $68,000,000 in Advance Specials (designated
gifts for missions) since 1948, all of it for
the overseas missionary work of The Methodist Church. In interpreting mission work
and seeking funds for its support, he has
spoken in almost every state, met with hundreds of groups of ministers and laymen,
and written extensively for Methodist periodicals. He has taken thousands of pictures of Methodist mission work around the
world.
In June, Mr. Smyres will be formerly
retired as a ministerial member of the Central New York Methodist Conference. Early
in September he will sail for India to begin
a year's special assignment in doing interpretive and promotional work for The
Methodist Church in Southern Asia (including India, Pakistan and Nepal). He is
going in response to a request from the
Methodists of Southern Asia.
A native of Mount Vernon, Ind., Mr.
Smvres was a student at Northwestern Univer~ity, Evanston, Ill., in 1916, when he
was appointed secretary to Dr. (later Bishop) John M. Springer, then superintendent of the Methodist Mission in the Congo
(then the Belgian Congo). In addition to
secretarial work, he assisted in evangelistic
and educational programs. In 1918 he received a medal from King Albert of Belgium for his work in an African hospital
during the great influenza epidemic of that
year. In 1919 he became secretary to Bishop Eben S. Johnson and accompanied him
on a journey from Angola to the headwaters
of the Congo River, a trip of 1,300 miles
of which 800 were traveled on foot. •
Late in 1919, Mr. Smyres returned to
the United States, completed his undergraduate work at Northwestern and received a master's degree from that institution. He also took theological studies at
Garrett Theological Seminary, followed by
post-graduate sh1dies in philosophy at Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y.
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In 1924 Ivlr. Smyres returned to Africa
and was appointed principal of the Congo
Institute (now Springer Ins ti tu te), which
trains pastors and teachers for church and
school service throughout the southern
Congo. In 1926 he was stationed at Elisabethville-Luba District and pastor in charge
of Methodist churches and schools in and
around the city. He was also the mission
treasurer and the legal representative of the
J'vlission before the Government.
In 1929 Mr. Smyres returned to the
United States. He taught in the high school
at Ithaca for a time and for two years
taught religion and philosophy at Cazenovia Junior College. A member of the
Central New York Conference since 1931,
he served pastorates in Ithaca, Horseheads,
and Montour Falls, N. Y.
Mr. Smyres in 1944 was elected assistant
treasurer of the Division of \Vorld Missions.
In 1952, he became associate director of
the Advance Department of the Division
and in 1961 was named a director. i\fr.
Smyres has visited sixty counh'ies of the
world.

ALASKA METHODISM
PLANS TO REBUILD
The most recent Methodist news from
Alaska, and concerning Alaska, is good.
This news centers around (1) the annual
meeting of the Alaska Methodist Mission
Conference May 25-28 and (2) actions
taken on the general church level as an
aftermath of the calamitous earthquake of
March 27.
The quake wreaked destruction in the
Anchorage area and on the Seward Peninsula, both of which are centers for Methodist work. It either destroyed or damaged
the Alaska Methodist University, the Jesse
Lee Children's Home and several Methodist
churches and parsonages.
All told, the earthquake and the accompanying fires and tidal waves dealt Methodism in Alaska a heavy blow, but have
not kept the church from moving forward
toward recovery and even to new growth.
And The Methodist Church at large has
rallied to the aid of Alaska Methodism by
giving more than $1,366,000 in the Alaska
Earthquake Appeal.
In the aftermath of the quake and the
churchwide offering come these three significant news items: 1-The Alaska Mission
heard a report that Methodist membership
in Alaska stands at the highest total in
history, 3,886, and that there was a 5.6
per cent membership gain over last year.
2--The executive committee of the Woman's Division of Christian Service, Methodist Board of Missions, has voted to continue the Jesse Lee Children's Home, whose
buildings in Seward were damaged beyond
repair by the earthquake. But the home will
be relocated in Anchorage and will be
housed in new buildings. 3-The special
Alaska Earthquake Appeal Committee,
which has the responsibility of deciding
how the offering will be spent, has allocated
$400,000 for the rebuilding of the Jesse
Lee Home and $400,000 for rebuilding and
repair of Alaska Methodist University and
of Methodist churches and parsonages.
AUGUST 1964

FAREWELL SESSION FOR
JAPANESE CONFERENCE
"By the authority vested in me by the
Church, I now declare the Pacific Japanese
Provisional Annual Conference is dissolved . . . ."
These words, spoken May 23 by presiding Bishop Donald H. Tippett of San Francisco, in Pine Methodist Church there,
marked the end of seventy-five years of
separately organized Japanese Methodist
work on the Pacific Coast. The action was
taken, fittingly, at the mother church of
the thirty-one Japanese ancestry congregations in four far western states. More than
200 ministers, lay members and friends of
the Provisional Conference gathered there
for its final annual session. The states in
which the Japanese congregations are located are California (where the majority of
churches are) , Oregon, Colorado and
\Vashington.
Anticipated through a period of several
years of preparation, the dissolution of the
separate structure is also a new beginning
for the Japanese-Americans as their
churches are now shifted into the regular
annual conferences in which they are located.
But the parting was not without genuine
pangs for an associatibn which can never
be quite the same again. Said Bishop Tippett, who has supervised the Conference
since 1948: "With my mind I know this is
the right thing to do. \Vith my heart I have
some misgivings." Said Issei layman Kaz
Saiko of Los Angeles of the whole Provisional Conference experience, "It has
been a real school of Christ."
There was no traditional reading of pastoral appointments to conclude the session.
Instead, the Bishop read a list of transfers
of the 30 ministers to the several geographical conferences. Their pulpit appointments
will be made by the conferences in which
they become members. They are the pastoral leaders of 6,558 full members and
2,001 preparatory members.
Greetings of the four other bishops under
whom various of the churches will serve
were published in the preliminary reports
distributed to all members of the San Francisco session. Bishop Everett V.l. Palmer of
the Seattle Area came in person to speak
his greetings at the opening banquet session. He told the Provisional Conference:
"I can assure you this (merger) is not an
absorption of one group by others, but the
coming together of two important streams
of the church to strengthen the cause of
Christ."
To conserve something of the ethnic association which is theirs, the Conference
created a successor, fraternal organization
to be called the Pacific Methodist Fellowship. A proposal to call it "Japanese Fellowship" was rejected by the group as not in
the spirit of the merger upon which they
are embarked. The Rev. Taro Goto of
Lodi, Calif., superintendent of the former
Provisional Conference, was named first
chairman of the fellowship.
In Philadelphia, Pa., Dr. H. Conwell
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Snoke, general secretary of the Division of
National Missions of the Methodist Board
of Missions, said that the Division will continue to give financial assistance to several
churches of the former Provisional Conference. Many of the Japanese churches are
self-supporting (paying the entire salary of
the pastor), but some have receivei:l mission
aid from the National Division. Dr. Snoke
said the Division would continue to assist
the congregations that have been receiving
aid as long as such aid is needed. The
transfer of the churches from the Japanese
conference into geographical conferences
will make no difference in their being eligible to receive support from the National
Division, if needed.
Dr. Snoke said also that 1'.fr. Goto, who
while he was superintendent of the Provisional Conference was paid by the National
Division, will continue to be related to the
Division as a special mission worker and
will be supported by it. Mr. Goto will serve
as a liaison person to facilitate the integration of the Japanese churches into the
geographical conferences.
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There's Something Here For You!
THE LORD'S PRAYER

FOR A DEEPER LIFE

LIVING WITH LOVE

Ralph W. Seckman. Dr. Sackman has

Grace S. Dawson. These meditations

Josephine Robertson. Forty daily med-

interpreted the familiar inspirational prayer with new meaning. Beautifully presented, it makes a welcomed
gift--excellent for anyone. Its message is eternal.
$1.50

in poetry and prayer by Mrs. Dawson offer us various steps leading to
a growing inner life. "Suitable as a
private book of devotion."-Library
Jon?"nal
$2

itations showing the new meanings
of daily life when they are illuminated by love. Written in the pattern
of a scriptural passage, a meditation,
and a prayer.
$2

LIFE IS FOREVER

THERE IS AN ANSWER

Glenn Alty Crafts. This description of

Everett W. Palmer. Bishop Palmer
shows how, with God's help, we can
be victorious in our suffering . . .
how our problems become a part of
the way by which God comes to us
and we to God.
$2.75

THE DYNAMICS OF
CHURCH GROWTH
J. Waskom Pickett. "The urgency, the
possibility, and the dynamics of the
rapid growth of churches . . . are
set forth with compelling conviction
in this important volume."-H'or/d
Outlook
$2.50

life after death measures eternal life
in terms of quality of living not
quantity of time. "A warm and optimistic restatement of faith."-Together
$2

KEY NEXT DOOR

INSPIRATION UNDER THE SKY

Leslie D. Weatherhead. Formulated
from the idea that faith is the key
to true understanding of God, this
book is a compilation of twenty-six
sermons by the noted pastor. A
wealth of illustrations.
$3.50

Dorothy Wells Pease. Sixty-five devotions, arranged around seven themes
on nature, provides meaningful presentations for the leader at church
camps and for the nature lover. An
excellent gift.
$2

COMPANION OF ETERNITY
Gordon W. Ross. Dr. Ross emphasizes

two aspects-potential and worthof the theme "What Is Man?" This
mature and comprehensive book will
be of great value to leaders and
counselors, and an asset to the mis$3.95
sion field.
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CHRISTIAN FAITH AND
WAR IN THE NUCLEAR AGE
Reviewing the world situation and
the alternatives men may choose,
this report was authorized by the
1960 General Conference. It has been
approved for study by the Board of
Christian Social Concerns.
$1

SECRETS FROM THE CAVES
Thurman L. Coss. This compact and

convenient guide to the Dead Sea
Scrolls provides authoritative, yet
fascinating, material understandable
to every layman. It is presented in ·
question and answer form.
$3
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independent American nations have
Spanish or Portuguese as their national language
and are Latin by primary culhire. These countries cover 8,500,000 square miles and have a total
population approximating that of the United States.
Christianity first came to these lands in the form of
Roman Catholicism. Protestantism came first in the
early nineteenth century.
The Protestant movement grew very slowly, and
at the end of the first fifty years there was only a small
number of indigenous Protestant churches. The last
fifty years have seen amazing growth in Protestant
influence throughout Latin America.
The Methodist Church is at work in ten of the
Latin American countries, including Argentina,
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, tvlexico,
Panama, Peru, and Uruguay. Brazil and Mexico have
autonomous l\'1ethodist churches.
In these ten countries there are 107,863 Methodist
chmch members , 15,062 preparatory members, and
WENTY

94,385 Sunday school pupils. Six hundred seventy-four
national preachers work in 617 organized churches
and preach at 2,417 regular preaching places.
Protestantism has grown more rapidly in recent
years in Latin America than in any other area of the
world. The strength of the movement is greater today
than it has ever been in these countries; the Protestant community is estimated at eight to ten million.
In the Latin American countries the church works
in a milieu that is characteristically referred to as
full of revolution, turmoil, explosion, and instability.
Here is an area where there is a. new and increasing
dissatisfaction with old forms and old ways of life;
where men have a growing sense that need is widespread and that man is able to do something about it,
but is often restrained by forces beyond individual
control; where there is a new seriousness in the search
for meaning; where there is a widespread feeling that
a new order is being ushered in.
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DATE NUT BREAD

FEATHER SPONGE CAKE
6 egg yolks
\12 cup cold water
1 ~ cups sugar
1 tsp. Marian-Kay
Lemon Extr;:.ct

\12 tsp. M-K Pure
Vanilla
1 \/2 cups flour
\14 tsp. salt

2

3
2
3

3,4 tsp. cream of tartar
6 egg whites

cup dates (cut)
cups boiling water
Tbsp. shortening
cups sifted flour
tsp. baking powder

\12 tsp. salt
% cup sugar
1 egg
1 tsp. M-K Pure Vanilla
1 cup chopped nut meats

Combine first three ingredients. cover nnd cool . Sift
flour, bnking powder and salt together. Beat sug-ar
and egg together and add to dntc mixture niter..
nately with the sifted dry ingredients. Add Pure
Vanilla and nut ments nnd mix. Pour into greased
loaf pan and let it stand 20 minutes. Bnke in slow
oven (325 degrees F.) 50 to GO minutes. Turn onto
cake rack to cool.
The flnvor of the loaf improves after standing 24
hours.
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Vanilla. Fold in flour nnd salt, slowly. Bent egg
whites until foamy. Add cream of tartar nnd beat
until they form moist glossy peaks. Fold in yolk
mixture. Put in "10 inch Angel Food Pan. Dake 1
hour nt 325 degrees. lnvert to cool.
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