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The mission study themes for this year are "Christian Concerns of North
American Neighbors," and "The Middle East." Here are your study materials
on these interesting themes. Order your supply of mission study manuals
now-use the convenient coupon below. Just fill in the number of copies you
want opposite the book titles.
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Adult Study Books on "Christian Concerns
of North American Neighbors"

ADULT GUIDE ON CHRISTIAN
CONCERNS OF NORTH AMERICAN
NEIGHBORS

THIS IS THE MIGRANT
BY LomsA RossITER SHOTWELL. Analyzes
the causes of agricultural migrancy, problems
of the migrant, and responsibilities of church
and government. (l\Uv[) . ... . postpaid, 60¢

BY RHODA ED~IESTON. Provides background
information, study and activity suggestions
for six complete sessions, with a list of re·
sources. 48 pages. (l\11\1) . .. . postpaid, 50¢

13Y MARY ISABELLE MILNE. The life of Madame Feller, early missionary among the
French Canadians. (MM) ... . postpaid, 25¢

CONCERNS OF A CONTINENT

HE BELONGED TO THE WEST

EDITED DY JAM ES HOFFMAN. Outstanding experts in their respective fi elds have contrib·
utcd chapters to this survey of Christian prob.
lcms and progress in Alaska, Canada, the
United States, l\foxico, Hawaii, and the Caribbean Islands. Indexed. 176 pages. (MM)
Cloth binding .. ......... . postpaid, $2.95
Paper binding ... ..... . .. . postpaid, $1.50

BY IsonEL McFADDEN. An inspiring biogra·
phy of Jam es Robertson, the great mission·
ary to the Canadian West.
(MM) .... . .. ... .. . . ..... . postpaid, 25¢

Supplementary books:

THIS IS NORTH AMERICA
BY Doms DARNELL. An over-all survey of
places, people, and problems in the North
American neighborhood. Illustrated with
photos. 24 pages. (MM) . .. . . postpaid, 60¢

THE SHADOWS THEY CAST
BY JANETTE T. HAnRINGTON. Glimpses into
the life of the people and the work of the
churches in many parts of our continental
n eighborhood. The reader will meet a medicine lady among the American Indians, and
an assortment of other characters. (MM)
Cloth binding .... ..... .. . postpaid, $2.95
Paper binding ....... . .. . . postpaid, $1.50

IN THE SHADOW OF MOUNT ROYAL

Adult Study Books on "The Middle East"

ADULT GUIDE ON THE MIDDLE EAST
BY Y. ARMAJANI. A six-session guide based
on Middle East Pilgrimage and New Voices,
Old Woriels. Resource list.
(MM) .. .. ............... . postpaid, 50¢

MIDDLE EAST PILGRIMAGE
BY R. PARK JOHNSON. Describes the problems and contributions of the Christian
church in the Middle East. (MM)
Cloth binding ...... . .... . postpaid, $2. 95
Paper binding ... .. . .. . .. . postpaid, $1.50

NEW VOICES, OLD WORLDS
BY PAUL GEREN. Biographies of Christians
in the Middle East-William Sheed, Mary
Louise Graffam, Mansur Sang, and others.
(MM)
Cloth binding
.postpaid, $2.95
Paper binding ..... . .. ... postpaid, $1.50

····································FILL IN AND MAIL TODAY···································· .
Order from THE METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE serving you
Dallas 1
Cincinnati 2
Chicago 11
New York 11
Nashville 2
Kansas City 6
San . Francisco 2
Richmond 16
Portland 5
Please send me the following books, postpa id:
_ADULT GUIDE ON CHRISTIAN CONCERNS OF
CONCERNS OF A CONTINENT
NORTH AMERICAN NEIGHBORS, 50¢
_Cloth binding, S2.95
_THIS IS NORTH AMERICA, 60¢
_Paper binding, SI.SO
THE SHADOWS THEY CAST
_THIS IS THE MIGRANT, 60¢
_Cloth binding, S2.9S
_IN THE SHADOW OF MT. ROYAL, 2S¢
_
Paper binding, SI.SO
_HE BELONGED TO THE WEST, 25¢
_ADULT GUIDE ON THE MIDDLE EAST, SO¢
NEW VOICES, OLD WORLDS
MIDDLE EAST PILGRIMAGE
Cloth binding, $2.95
_Cloth binding, $2.95
_Paper binding, SI.SO
_
Paoer binding, $1.50
_THIS IS THE MIDDLE EAST, 60¢
INTRODUCING !SLAM. 60¢
THE LANDS BETWEEN
FUN AND FESTIVAL FROM THE MIDDLE EAST,
Cloth binding, $2.95
50¢
_Paper binding, Sl.75
A TOOL IN HIS HAND
MULTITUDES IN THE VALLEY
_Cloth binding, $2.75
Cloth b\nd!ng, $5.00
_Paper binding, $1.50
Paper bonding, $2.2S
Baltimore 3
Detroit 1
Pittsburgh 30

0 Payment enclosed

O Charge to my account

Street
City ---~~-~-------~---~~~-~~~---~---~

Supplementary materials:
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THIS IS THE MIDDLE EAST
BY J OI!N BLUMBERG. Describes life in the
Middle East. Covers the history, lnnds and
people, the work of the church, economic
and political problems. Paper binding; 24
pages. (MM) ..... . ........ . postpaid, 60¢
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INTRODUCING ISLAM
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BY J. CHll!STY WILSON. An introduction to
Islam; covers such subjects as the historical
origin of Islam, its practices, its divisions and
sects, and its present position. Illustrated
with photos. 64 pages.
·
(MM) .. ... ... . ... . .. . .... . postpaid, 60¢
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THE LANDS BETWEEN

spl

BY JOHN BADEAU. Covers the geography and
history of the Middle East, the origins of
the people and 1heir way of life, social and
economic patterns, religious faiths and the
role of Christianity. 144 pages. (MM)
Cloth binding ....... .. ... postpaid, $2. 95
Paper binding ..... ..... . . postpaid, $1.75
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FUN AND FESTIVAL
FROM THE MIDDLE EAST
BY JOAN RowLAND. Games, songs, stories,
recipes, and other party and program resources from the Middle East, for young and
old. Paper binding; 48 pages.
(MM) .. . ....... . ........ . postpaid, 50¢
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A TOOL IN HIS HAND
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BY ANN l\I. HARlllSON. Biography of Dr.
Paul W. Harrison, a man whose courage,
patience, and humor helped to sustain him
in the work to which his faith called him.
176 pages. (MM)
Cloth hinding . . ... . . . .... postpaid, $2. 75
Paper binding ......... .. . postpaid, $1.50
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MULTITUDES IN THE VALLEY
BY DENIS BALY. Presents today's issues in
the Palestinian area of the Middle East.
Analyzes backgrounds of groups living in
the area, and discusses the challenges that
Christianity faces. 320 pages. (MM)
Cloth binding .. . ... . .. ... . postpaid, $5.00
Paper binding . . .. . . . .. . . . postpaid, $2.25
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Shop at our COKESBURY BOOK STORES:
Atlanta, 72 Broad St., N. W.
Boston, 577 Boylston St.
Los Angeles, 5244 Santa Monica Blvd.
Nashville, 417 Church Street
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"1llan:1clo11s Aid"
For Ym111g Pco/Jlc
•

\\'0111.11 01n1.om: is a line 111agazine. It

is hcl lcr wil h each issue.
\\' hen I had yo1111gslers in high school
lhey found lhe magazine a help wilh onlsicle
rcadi11g, and also a 111ar\'elons aid with Mel h·
oclisl Youth Felloll'ship progra111s.
l\-!Hs. '1'1mY E. S1~1 ~IONS
Iloslonia, California

A Uadim1t f>atic11t of
<:01111111111il)' JJo.1"fJital i11 llldia
• A ccrlain pal ienl slamls onl \'i\'icllr in
my n1en1<ny. Mirn, a rmn1g wmn:111 in le:1l'l1er·
lrai11ing, came lo ns snfkring fro111 :111 nnco111111on hemorrhagic disease. \ V c had lill le
hope for her recm•err; hnl afler clays of care·
Cul lrcal111cnl and 111:111)' lr:msfnsions, she was
ready for snrgery. One of lhe Lmlhi:ma cloclors, who was here for la11gnagc slncl)', clicl a
splc11cclomy.
\Vhen Mira left lhc hospilal she was a
radiant girl fnll of hope for lhe fnlmc. Bes!
of all, she hacl received a vision of Chris! 's
lo1•e for her, which mack her wa11l lo hecomc a Chrisli:m. Long before she lcfl lhe
hospilal she was slmli•ing lhe Jlihle and lalki11g of spiriln:1I lhings. She felt llml she 111ighl
like lo become a nurse. Thal wonlcl please ns
very 111nch, for India greally 11cecls nurses.
Loms1·: LANnoN
Cmmnnnil)' I lospilal, L:11ulo11r, Mnssoorie
u. I'., l11clia
Sweet. Ill cmorial Scrncs

Cliilca11 Cmm111111itics
• The 11H:clic:1l and social work conlii1nes lo
serve a great 11<.:ccl in the l'On11n1111ily hy pro ·
vicli11g for lhc phrsical am! spiritual m:ecls of
a l11111cln:cl inf:111ls :mcl preschool chilclrc11.
U11ivcrsily groups, doctors and nurses, as well
as onr own stnclenls, use the Day Nursery and
ki11dcrgarlcn as a demonslralio11 ccnler.
111 :1clclilio11 lo meclieal and dental allcnlion
for slmlcnls and chilclren at Sweet Memorial,
social service f:1cililies of the lnslil11tio11 have
hl·c11 cxlemlccl lo one of the poorer sections
of l he city, where a dental clinic has hee11
opened in conneclion wilh a ncighhorhoocl
church.
A clnh progr:1111, 1111clcr the clireclio11 of
Secoml l'Vlclhoclisl Church and Swed Memorial, provicles 300 chilclrcn :mcl yonnr: people wilh wholesome kisure-li111c aclivilics.
or the six 1957 graclualcs, lwo will cuter
the 111i11islry, lhrcc 1vill hccmnc !cacher cvan·
!:Clists in onr Mel hoclisl mral school system,
aml one will he a lay preacher. Perhaps the
hesl -k11ow11 part of our program is a slnclenl
choir, which sings in all ehnrcl1cs of lhc:
S:111liai~o are;1.
STAFF OF SwEJ:T Mi-:~1on1t.r. INST,
Casilla 702'J
Sanli:igo, Chile
l'vlAY
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l'm111g C/iri.l'tia11.1· i11 Si11ga/wn:
• These an: clays whl'll Sin1::1pore, m1 lhc
eve of i11clepemlc11l'c from the llrilish, is snf·
fning polil ical grnwin1: p:1i11s.
Dnlic:tkcl yo11111: Chris! ians like Soo Lial
a11cl Tan Soo I lian arc a rc:al hope. They
cmnc fro111 a m111 -Chrisli:111 home, and fonnd
Christ in lite l\klhoclisl Boys' School, whe1e
they are now 011 the slall :1s lc::1d1ers. 'l'hci•
arc er:ick rnnnern, and :11l -ro1111d 11lhlelcs. 011
S1111clay 111<1111i111:s l hesc ym1111: 1111.:11 arc al
I heir places for 11wrni111: 11·mship :11 \Vesley
Chmch. l lcn: are two solid "reasons" why
we helie\'e in I he lmnorrnws of Si111::1porc, :1s
I he spirit of Goel 1110\'l'S l hrnngh 1n:111y lives
with power.
S11AN ANn CHAIG \Vu.mm
\\'eslei• l\kt hoclisl Chmch
5 Fl. C:11111i111: ll11.
Singapore, Malaya

"A1u:lwr.I"" Nt:ctfod i11 A1u:omi11w.1·
• In 1957 :111 m1lsla11cli111: slq> iu this area
was the opc11i11g of a School of Christ ia11 Vo·
catim1s, nuder lhc ahlc clin:cliou of Mil1011
ancl llnlh A1111 Robinson.
There were six sl11clc.:11ls. Two wc.:rc lc:1d1crs who vohmlnrily ga1•c np lhcir jobs iu order
lo ohl:tiu heller !raining. They me now
placed ns "auchor men" in l wo clislanl schools
where I here is a goml opporllmily lo leach
lhe gospc.:I.
The prospc.:cl is llrnl this yenr there will he
llvic.:e as 111:111y pupils in Ihe School :1s l11sl
year. Two other yo11111.: lc:1c:l1crs :m: uow en·
rolled. 111 lliis way the level of i11slrnctio11 in
lhc rural schools cau he liflccl r:rnclually.
rvl:my ymmr~ people mo1111cl i\11c:orni111cs live
al h0111e, with very Iii l lc to do. The 11eecl is
clear for lraini111: iu useful lrncles.
llA I\ llA ltA hNll JACK Jlo111soN
Ancoraimcs, Depl o, La l'a1.
Bolivia

lllart:h l.1·.1w: i11 Ari:rma
• C0111:rnlnl:1lim1s m1 the M:in:h issue. It is
splenclicl-jnsl wlrnl we 11cecl for onr Co111111issio11 on Missions :111cl nlso for :111 :1Cl11ll
iulcresl 1:ro11p which is slnclyi111: the 111issio11:1ry pror:rmn of our cl111rc:h, holh worlcl -wicle
:111cl lol':ll.
Knrnr. llosi-:N111-:n11v
l'hoenix, Arizona

"Fim: l'11/Jlit:atim1s"
• I cerl :iinly fc:el it n great privilcec lo have
aec:ess lo lwo such line puhlicalinns. Wo111.u
011Tt.001: :111cl The J'vlellmrlisl \Vc1111:111 arc
hol h helpfnl :111cl i11lercsli111:.
M11s. M1m1111.1. C11AFF1·:1·:
llc.:rc:1, ( )hio

llol)• ll'<'l'h i11 l11tlia
•

II 11·:1s 1:ood to he al l\lml:1r cl111in1: lloly
On l'ah11 S1111d:11· the d1ihln:11's rhoi r
!':1111c itt si11i:in1: :11111 11·;11'i111: p:1l111 hr:111dt('s.
One didn't mTcl lo know lit!' l:1111:11:11:c to
ap111c.:ri:1le lhc 111css:1ge lhl· chil1ht•11 lno11ghl.
\\'c had sprdal sc.:11'in·s each 11flnnoo11 in
I li11clnsl:111i .
Sixty p!'oplc.: look c111nnn111io11 on Monclny,
Tl1111sd:1y, :111d F1icl:t)'. Thc.: liltlc d1:1pcl was
p:ickc.:cl for a lh1cc-hour Coocl Jo'riclny sc.:1vicc.
The di111:1x of Ihe \\'eek t•:1111c m1 l•::1slcr
nw111i111:. 'l'hi1 t y of us 1111:1 :ii fom o'clock in
lhc n1orni11g for :1 hrid S!'ll'icc hdrnc li1:hl
i111: rnttclks :111d 11111ki111: Ihe routtds of Ihe
co111po11ml, si111:iu1: "Chris! h lliscu." I 11·:1s
s111111isl'tl lo lind 111:111y p:1t icnls 1111•:1kc nl l his
c.::irly hom, in a11til'ip:1lio11 of our rn11ii111:.
Cnt.c:i·: Sw11:A1lT
l\l:tcl:n U11io11 'J'uh c 1c11lo.~ i s S:111ntcn'in111
l\l:1cl:1r, 1\j111l'I, India
\\'l'l.~k .

t\:

Jlillag<: <:li11ic.1· i11 India
• 1°:1!:1 l'c:ny, ttl)' rnlk:ir:uc hen\ is :1 ll'gul:1r
helper in lite Th111sd:1y di11i!', :incl s1•1•s lo the
foocl 1111:1111:e111enls, which is 11 wouclc.:1fol hdp.
Om t:ook prq>:tt1·s l he food, :111cl we lake
nlonr: 11 kilche11 helper lo scr\'c, IJs1rnlly II'<'
h:11•c sixlec.:n people cali111: h111d1 wilh us-all
hd1>ns in Ihe clinic pro1:rn111.
The l"ridny dinic is h:11f-clay ottly. Ott!'e 11
111rn1! It we h:ivc :t clinic in 11 distm1l vill:11:c
where Ihere arc l:111:c u11111hcrs of Clnislinn
f:mn f:111iilics.
.
\Ve always hcr:i11 ll'ilh n 111ess:lf:c h)' 011c of
lhc paslms, follml'l'cl hy :t hc:illh l11lk [rn111
the clodor. 111 one l'linic: we hnvc 11 llihle
llcacler who I ells llihlc sl mies Io w:1il in1:
p:1lienls. In lhc other clinic we have :1 lilcrnq•
class for Ihe won1c11.
Do prny wil h us for Ihe villn1:c Christin us.
Co111in1: ns they do fro111 "111:1ss 11m1•c.:111cnl"
meas, 11111ny of !hem hnl'c Imel lillle tcaclti1111.
l'rny, loo for our vill:ige prcachcl'S mul their
wives, lhal in !he fat•e of opposilion they 11111y
he roma1:eo11s wil 1wsscs fen )t'sw; Chris!.
Co1.t.t·: r·: N C11.~1mn:
17 ll!111lcv:11cl lloncl
Delhi, luclia

Pm jcct.1· /or Pirw Tlm11.w111tl
In J>Jiiladt:l/Jliia

/

• Five Ihom:1ml 11crsons were sci vccl in 1957
Met hoclisl De:1c:oness I lm11c "de·
cc11l rnlizccl" p1w:rn111.
The scope of our pm1:r:1111 inclmles D:iy
Camp, hospilal visitation, clr:1111a, cl11h:1, trip:;
into the co1111111111ily :11111 cily, 1::1111es, hy11111
si11gi111:, crafl s, hikes, slory hourn, "Colden
i\r:ers," n11cl Vac:it ion llihle Schook
1'1111.AllEJ.l'lllA l\fr:TllOIHS'l' ()1~ AC:ONl·'.SS 110~11 ·:
I "1·So11lh 3Hth St.
l'liilaclclphi:I 4, l'a.
I hrou1:h l he

OUR COVER

PICTUR1~

0111· !'0\'Cl'
fed,

lllcllll'C lfilll lllOlllfi hi, WC
< ~ Npcdal y In lm; pl111~ wllh lhc

1f1e·111e~ or 1hc Firth i\m1c:111hly of' 1hc
\Vm11:111'11 Soc:lcly or Chrt.111:111 Service:
"C:hrfHI 'H l\lt:.~m1gc: for 'l'rnf:tr." I lo\V
rn11fcl Ih IH he hell Cl' C:Slll'C.'11C~( Ihall 111
1hc l\lanlc:r'n m1•11 won 11: "Co111c: 111110
l\fr"r l'c:rh:l(>H 1here 1•1 a 111c11.•1a1:c: for
all i\n ~c111hly gocrn, 1111d J'or :di \\'0111,11
01rn.<>01t rc:11lc'111 111 1111: rah11 11111fidenn: of 1111: c:l1lldn~11 hy 111'1 11ldc'.
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"JUST AS I AM"
Just as I am, ll'ithout one pica,
Dill that Thy blood \\'as shc<l for me,
And that Thou bidd'st me come lo
Thee,
0 Lamb of God, I come, I come!

I.
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By Charloltc Elliolt (1789-1871)
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Henry C. Sprinkle, Editor
Dorothy McConnell, Editor
Arthur J. Moore, Jr., Associate Editor
Elizabeth Watson, Editorial Assistant

Just as I am! Thon wilt receive,
"'ill \\'elcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise I believe,
0 Lamh of Goel, I come, I come!
(From The Methodist liy11111al,
No. l!JS)
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Editorials
India in the "'arid
'Ve Arc Not Alone
l\fasonarics .

• \Vhen Methodist work among the !bans
was first established in 1939, one of the first
and most forward-looking persons with whom
the missionaries made contact was Kudi
anak Sabang.
Kudi lived far beyond Kapit, near the
headwaters of a small stream named Sungai
Majau. He was cager to learn what the missionaries might have to teach, and he sent his
son, Nuing, to the Methodist school at
Kapit.
During the war the school was closed; but
Kudi kept in touch \\~th the Batak mission·
ary, Mr. Lucius D. Mamora. For a period of
three months Kudi sheltered this m1ss10nary
when there was danger that he might be
killed.
After the war, Kudi and his family were
among the first groups to be baptized as
Christians. Nuing became the first lban per·
son to rise from the rank of exhorter to that
of pastor. Soon, through the influence of
Kudi and Nuing, three longhouse groups on
the !\fajau River were converted.
In 19 56 Ku di and his family moved from
the l\fajau River to a new location near Kapit.
Herc also Kudi became an influence for
Christ among his people. Some of those who
heard of his Christian life were close relatives
who lived on the Ngeman River. They sent
word to Kapit asking for a teacher. Wesley
Ajan Nabau, a student pastor in the theological school, was sent to carry the gospel mes·
sage. In October, 1957, Kudi and others
went to Ruman Enturan, where the Reverend
Lucius Mamora baptized the members of ten
families.
A week later, Kudi and \Vesley were visit·
ing other longhouses on the Sungai Njcmah,
so\\'ing the seed of the gospel.
Tim METHODIST M1ss10N
Kapit, Sarawak, Borneo
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7

VICTOR L. RANKIN

10
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Sowing the Gosf1el in Sarawah
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"T'flithered H'lzeat"
• I was so greatly toucl1cd by the economic
conditions of Christians in the villages. I have
witnessed miles and miles of wheat fields com·
pletely withered due to drought. Many
of the village Christians have to find their
living elsewhere on the daily wages of 16 to
20 cents. Our preachers are also having a
difficult time. But we arc not discouraged, for
we know tl1at in Christ, everything is possible.
BISHOP MANGAL SINGH
Robinson Memorial
Byculla, Bombay, India
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Organized Women

In the Church

I

THE Methodist Church, of all the
great denominations, is the only one
which holds tenaciously to its wornan's organization the Woman's Society of Christian Service as a
distinct part of its program. With
the amalgamation that is going on
in other churches, why is this so? It
is, no doubt, due to the accomplishments of the organization in the
t ask of tl1e growtl1 of t11e ch urcl1 an d
the extension of the kingdom of
God on earth.
The Woman's Society of Christian Service does a special job for
the church, in the nurture, care, and
education of women and children
around the world. And it raises over
eight million dollars a year to carry
out that job.
It gives a signal place for participation by lay women in this
work, which they have in no other
way.
Because of the centralization of
its structure, it is able to promote
monthly study programs on missions
which are not equalled in any other
denomination.
111is same centralization has made
possible study by lay women of
theological and social issues with
which the ecumenical church is now
struggling.
Since the women of the Woman's
Society of Christian Service of the
church are, for the most part, one
step removed from the economic
and social affairs of the day (we
know there may be some question
on this) they are more free to speak
out as a body on social issues than
are some other parts of the church.
Because of the sheer mass of numbers (one and a half million)
coupled with the quickness of communication within the Society, this
speaking out on matters of human
welfare has had an effect on Washington and even on the United Nations.
111e Society, by its very nature,
has lifted thousands of women out
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of the isolation that can come with
the concentration on the home, into
a world view with a direct benefit to
the home.
It has trained women for participation in the general life of the
church.
One of its most important
gifts for the church is the bond of
close, personal fellowship it has
forged across jurisdictions, throughout the country, so that the church,
for the Society's membership, is a
united church indeed. During the
first week of this month of May this
fellowship will be in evidence as ten
thousand women meet in St. Louis
at the Fifth Assembly of the Wornan's Society of Christian Service.
There are other lay groups within
the church who have accomplished
all the things mentioned here. In
some cases they may have accomplished them better. But there is no
one group in the church who has
done these things on such a scale,
with such participating numbers,
which may account for the tenacity
which characterizes the hold of 111e
Methodist Church on the Woman's
Society of Christian Service.
0

0

0

"Disen!!agement"
~

0 N February 25 an unprecedented
mass rally was held in Washington
in favor of foreign aid. Business,
civic, and religious leaders gathered
with the top men in both the Democratic. and Republican parties on one
theme-the necessity for the United
States to continue its aid to countries abroad.
There were two purposes for this
rally. One was to put pressure on
Congress in behalf of the foreign aid
program for which President Eisenhower asked $3.9 billion. 111e other
purpose was to rally public opinion
in favor of United States expenditure overseas.
11iat was in February.
By March, the recession had been
given the nod of recognition from

the government. And the word "disengagement" was heard on more and
more lips. Disengagement means in
its last analysis disengaging ourselves from the world. Of course it
is quite impossible. 111e days of
Great Walls have gone and they
never were very good days at best.
Some sort of foreign aid must go on
if we are to have economic health
and peace in the world or at home.
But the way in which it goes on is
important. The use of the word disengagement is not a happy choice
for international accord.
0

0

0

"Awful Alienation"
THE other day a leaflet came over
the editorial desk of WORLD OUT· d f or
LOOK. It was a 1ea fl et d es1gne
young people and was sprinkled
rather liberally with theological
terms. One was the phrase "awful
alienation"-a phrase describing
separation of the world from God.
Aside from the deep pessimistic
overtones of such a phrase there is a
very real question in an ordinary lay
mind whether these phrases, reminiscent of a European theology,
communicate enough emotional
value to have any value at all. It is
·
goo d th at th e Amencan
ch urc11, together with the churches of Asia and
Europe, is becoming involved in
theological thought. But it will be
unfortunate if it becomes involved
· sue11 a way t1mt its
· l anguage b em
comes the language of an ideology
rather than the language of a living
faith .
111e world is well able to understand awful alienation when it is put
in living terms. For many years the
story which begins, 'Teacher, what
good deed must I do to have eternal
life" and ends with "When the
young man 11eard this he went away
sorrowful, for he had great possessions," has cast its spell of awful
tragedy experienced by the human
spirit cut off from God.
111e selection of the phrase "awful
alienation" for this editorial is fortuitous. 111ere are many more obscure phrases used in today's popular
theological lexicons. It was chosen
because it suggests a different kind
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of alienation than that meant by the
Jcaflet. It suggests an alienation of a
theological elite, where a theological
phrase can be a short cut to understanding, from the world about it.
l11at can be an awful alienation indeed.

• • •
Check List
SIX years ago the ~'oman's Division of Christian Service adopted
unanimously a Charter of Racial
Policies for its own use. The following spring annual conferences
began to endorse it as a guide for
their practices. 111is past year the
Charter has gone to local Societies
with a check list to measure progress
of the effective use of the Charter's
policies.
It is quite likely that many of
the churches will have a low "effectiveness" rating. It is quite likely,
communication being what it is, that
many of the Societies are hearing of
the Charter for the first time, as
they receive the check list. But no
matter what progress has been made
or not made, the check list has
tremendous value for this time.
The mere setting down a Yes
or a No keeps an ideal constantly before a group-even if the group is
rather indifferent to the matter in
hand. The responsibility of answering questions may lead further to
the responsibility of action.
In the past four years the church
-with the exception of certain
specialized groups-has been rather
quiet on the race question. l11ere
are indications that it is beginning
to recover its voice, and there are
indications that the membership of
the church wants it to speak out.
Dow Kirkpatrick states, in a recent issue of Christianity And
Crisis: " . . . an overwhelming response of approval follows every
sound public utterance calling attention to the violations of Christian brotherhood in our present
social order."
The laity of the church, particularly the lay woman, often have no
G
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way of making public utterance except by direct action. l11e check
list is an indication of action. It can
be as powerful as the most stirring
statement. It is a way of breaking a
silence that has lasted too long.

• • •
For a Church-wide
Study of Alcohol
DR. CARADINE R. HOOTON,
Executive Secretary of the Methodist Board of Temperance, has
pointed out the need for a new and
church-wide educational approach
to the problem of beverage alcohol.
Is it not about time? \Ve are subjected to a propaganda for drinking
that is more alluring and more extensive than the world has ever seen.
Our children learn the merits of
various brands of beer before they
can read. Our young people cannot
escape the effects of the national
campagins to win social acceptance
of cocktails and highballs as marks
of elegant living.
l11e constitutional amendment repealing national prohibition was
adopted amid promises of restored
respect for law, lowered taxes, protection of dry territory, and a constructive approach to the social problems attendant on the beverage use
of alcohol. Repeal has been in effect
now for twenty-five years, and all
these promises have been more than
fulfilled-in reverse. We are not advocating a return to national prohibition under present conditions,
but is it not about time for the
church to do something effective
about its responsibility for temperance education?
Dr. Hooton has gone so far as to
request consideration of this matter
by the committee which selects the
themes for the annual church-wide
mission study book. Here there is
room for discussion and perhaps for
difference of opinion, but this scribe
is convinced that the suggestion has
merit. To the objection that "temperance is not missions" it can be
replied that missions in America
face no greater problems than those
that stem from, or are inseparably
related to, the widespread use and
abuse of alcohol. Juvenile delinquency, parental irresponsibility,

poverty amid plenty, physical and
mental disease, destruction and
death on the highways, the aggravation of interracial difficulties, and
many more of the worst of our personal and social evils fester around
the traffic in intoxicants.
If the Commission on Missions of
the National Council of Churches
can adopt "Heritage and Horizons"
as the home missions theme for interdenominational study in 1960,
Methodists may render a real service
to the cause of missions by making
a competent and vitally needed study
of this great source of evils that
threaten our heritage and becloud
our horizons. l11e Board of Temperance, the Board of Social and
Economic Relations, the Department of Christian Social Relations
and Local Church Activities of the
Vloman's Division of Christian
Service, Methodist Men, and the
pastors and parents of the church,
as well as the Joint Section of Education and Cultivation could well
unite in promoting such a study.
\VoRLD OUTLOOK will gladly
forward to the Study Book Committee the reactions of its readers
to Dr. Hooton's suggestion. This is
a matter about which many of our
subscribers are vitally concerned,
and they should make their views
known before a decision is reached.
e

•

•

"Brainstorming"
FOR several years church groups
have been using group techniques"buzz sessions," "brainstorming,"
et al, to attempt to arrive at spiritual truths. Now Dr. Donald \V.
Taylor gives Yale University, the results of a study in which ninety-six
Yale students employed brainstorming to solve problems.
1110se who worked in groups did
not do nearly as well as those who
worked alone.
Evidently there is nothing discovered yet that takes the place
of grappling with a problem alone.
But on the other hand, many of
the church members who have taken
part in buzz sessions and brainstorming during the past few years would
not have taken up the problems at
all had they been alone.
WORLD
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• Dr. Frank P. Graham, United Nations re/1rese11tative in India and
Pahistan, talhs with Mr. V. /(. Krishna iHenon, India's Minister of Defeme,
in the delegates' lot111ge at the United Nations headq1wrters.
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T the Bombay airport an Indian
man came up to me and asked if
I were leaving on the next flight. I was.
Then would I mind keeping an eye on
his little girl? It was the first time she
had been away from home. He was
sending her to an aunt in Bangalore,
with the hope that she could be entered in the l\.fethodist school there.
No, he was not a Christian, but the
school in Bangalore taught in English.
Today everyone should know an international language well enough to think
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in it. It was late for his little girl to
get the language that well. She was almost twelve.
Jn the past few years most visitors
who have come back from India stress
the extreme nationalism. There is the
absorption in the five-year plans. There
is the resurgenece of the Indian religions. There is the insistence on Indian leadership in schools, in business,
in Christian church life. There is the
constant emphasis on Asian ways as
opposed to \Vestcrn ways. Mission-

aries, caught with the spirit of the
times, try to "Indianize" worship services, prayers, and church architecture.
Bnt from the very first encounter at
the airfield I was conscious that there
was something deeper than nationalism in India. There was a preparation,
both conscious and unconscious, to
live in the world.
Of course India has had consiclcrahie intimacy with the \:Vestcrn world.
It has sharp memories of the British
occupation. But it is not the cxpcri[ 219)

7

'•
I

II i.

......................................................

ences with a colonial-minded \Vest of
yesterday that is reflected in its international preparation today.
Take religion.
England protected Indian religion.
England's policy was not to disturb the
religious status quo if possible. During
the days of the British raj holy men
were as ubiquitous as the decorated
and privileged sacred animals roaming
the roads and market places. 111e poorest man fi11ed begger bowls from his
own bowl. It seemed almost instinctive. One would have thought that
the Indian holy man would wander
down the Indian road as long as there
was an India.
He still does wander; it is true. But
with a difference.
At a terminal I sat in a bus waiting
to take off for a distant .town. A
holy man arrived and tried to get on
the bus. 111e bus driver said: "Fare,
please." The holy man was outraged.
Since when had a holy man paid a
fare? A crowd gathered and I sat small
in the bus. I did not want to be part
of a religious riot. 111e holy man sat his
case forth at length. He beat his chest.
He burst into tears. The crowd
watched, interested but withdrawn.
Fina11y a policeman came and listened
intently to both sides of the story. He
ruled in favor of the bus driver.
I watched the holy man, wrathful,
go to the side of the road. He took off
his robe and in loin cloth went into
the yogi exercises designed to calm his
spirit. Again the crowd watched. But
not one of the men gathered on that
roadside showed sympathy with the
holy man. They were with the bus
driver.
111ere are those in India who are
saddened by the decline of the holy
man. He brought to the man in the
street, like a begging sister in a Catholic Janel, a consciousness of spiritual
obligations. But there are others who
say: "Today no one who does not
contribute to the general welfare
should have special privileges."
That is an idea that is more or less
accepted over the whole of the modern
world. It is an idea that can shake an
ancient religion to the roots-and this
in spite of the fact that Hinduism has
had a resurgence since independence.
Among Indian Methodist leaders
one is sometimes startled at the indifference to preserving Indian ways of

s
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worship in the village.
I went to a village service outside
the city of Hyderabad recently. It was
getting on toward evening. In an open
porch kind of building there was an
altar. From the roof hung a lantern
lighted against the growing twilight.
The congregation sat on the floor singing heartily to the accompaniment of
Indian percussion instruments. How
they sang! Non-Christian villagers,
coming home from their work in the
fields, stood beyond the porch to listen,
forming a background of white against
the dark. It was a scene touched with
the beauty and indefinable mystery of
the Orient.
I was enchanted with it.
After the service the district superintendent took me to see a building
not far away. It was not finished, but,
except for toucl1es of Indian carving
on the altar, it resembled closely the
more modern churches of the United
States of America-or of northern Europe.
"Here," said the superintendent,
"we will have a real place for worship."
\Vhether the new building will help
create a better atmosphere for worship
or not I do not know. But whether it
does help or does not, the church will
be built. 111e people who worship in
that church will not feel, architecturally, ill at ease in any of the churches of
Christendom but it will not be an expression of a distinctly Indian type of
architecture.
111e first time I went to India, more
than a quarter of a century ago, the
book MotJ1er India had shocked the
country. 111e book shocked for many
reasons but one emphasis that was particularly unacceptable at that time was
the attack on the high birth rate with
its infant and mother mortality. Even
the most profound professors would
explain the philosophy back of the
high birth rate. It was a philosophy
of life-that no soul should be
denied the possibility of being born.
In the cities of India today men and
women come together to learn about
planned parenthood. 111e learned professors are disturbed and concerned
over the high birth rate of India. Fewer
children but better children is their
thesis. Strong women, not worn out
with incessant child bearing, is a goal.
And you will hear the theory being
aired in even remote hill villages where

the village elders sit over the braziers
in the evenings.
Again this is a world idea-and fairly new in the modern world at that.
In a great industrial plant in the
Bihar section of India I saw Italians,
Czechs, Russians, and Indians discussing the development of a fertilizer
plant. I am so ill-informed in this subject of industrial techniques that a
great deal of the discussion was lost
to me. It 11ad to do with the importance of a by-product wl1ich turned out
to be a catalyst-making minerals acceptable to the soil in a way they
would not be otherwise. ·In the discussion, place names from all over the
world where experiments had been
carried forward came up quite casually.
Later I talked with one of the Indian technicians.
"I was sorry," I said, showing my
own nationalism, "that there were no
American scientists in your plant."
"Yes," he replied, "a pity! American
industrial scientists have so much to
offer. In the projects under such plans
as technical assistance they have been
invaluable. In these private projects,
however, we cannot pay enough to hire
them. We can get a Czech scientist for
a quarter of what we pay an American."
"But," I said jealously, "eventually
we will lose touch with you."
"Oh," he said, "you do not need us.
You do not need the world. You are
sufficient unto yourselves. Even in
consumer goods-it will be many years
before you will need us to take up
your slack."
It is an odd remark-particularly
when you think of the millions of potential consumers in India. Surely
India does not need world markets of
consumers with its own goods-hungry
people? But those people cannot buy
yet. India has to depend on world
trade and domestic industrial development-both of which must be helped
by outside countries-before it can
meet the needs of its own people. In
the meantime a certain type of narrow nationalism crumbles before the
need for help.
In the department of journalism at
an Indian university I met a young
man from Kenya.
"I am on scholarship," he said. "It
is easy for Africans to come to India
for study. \Ve are welcomed."
·
He then went on to emphasize the
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close bond between India and Africaa bond that was first recognized by the
\Vest at the Bandung Conference in
1955.
His Indian comrades echoed his
recognition of the bond. And then
they turned to most penetrating questions about journalistic methods of the
\Vest. I was interested in the names
they knew-Marguerite Higgins of the
New York Herald-Tribune came in for
analysis, with questions about the future of women in newspaper work.
V/estbrook Pegler was known. Some
searching questions were asked about
the relative merits of American papers
and the British .. \Vhen I tried to suggest that a new type of journalism
might evolve in the East or in Africa,
they were restless until we got back to
\Vestern journalism.

I noticed the same thing at a faculty
tea at one of the tviethodist schools in
Calcutta . \Vith the exception of one
man, none of the faculty had been to
America, and yet they entered into a
brisk discussion of American educational methods compared to theirs.
T11ey wanted to know about teachers'
salaries, if they had a hard time getting
along financially, and if their prestige
was important. Each time I tried to
talk about the Indian school scene I
was shunted back to the American.
I did not deceive myself that this
came from admiration of things American. It was not a provincial curiosity.
I felt that it was an expression of intest coming from a conscious desire to
find India's place in the international
scene.
India is the largest democracy in the
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• Prime Mi11ister Nehru of India greeted by Prince JVan H'ait11a)'llko11, who
served as President of the 11th Session of the General Assembly of the United
Natio11s.
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world. It is young. It could swing, perhaps, into something else. It glories in
its independence, but it knows, it
would seem, that independence does
not necessarily mean an abundant life.
An approximately abundant life is an
absolute necessity if a democratic government is to hold its people's allegiance.
To the north of India lies China.
Just as India is building clams, and
factories, and mills, so is China. But
China, at least at the moment, can
force her people to "sit it out" until
the clay comes when the mills and
clams and factories begin to pay off in
more abundance. India, on the other
hand, must prove herself to her people.
The sitting it out cannot take too long
if the democracy is to last.
The first five-year plan in India had
considerable success. National confidence took root as industrial and
agricultural improvements developed.
The national income rose by 18 per
cent.
India is now in her second five-year
plan, and the plan is in peril. It is far
more ambitious than was the first plan.
It is attempting to put into use her
great and rich resources-water, power,
iron ore, and coal. That calls for machines, mills, transportation-and international credit.
International credit is high at a time
when India is suffering from floods,
poor harvests, and a growing unemployment.
The Congressional Record of January 16, 1958, reprinted an article by
Senator John F. Kennedy, from the
Progressil'e l\fagazinc in January, 1958.
It is called "If India Fails." The
Senator says: "If the second five-year
plan collapses, so may India. If India
collapses, so may all of Asia. If all of
Asia collapses, so does the security of
the United States of America."
Can India feed its people physically?
Can India feed its people spiritually?
A national economy is not big enough
for the one. A national religion is not
big enough for the other. I believe that
India knows this. If that is so the way
India takes her world role is of crucial
importance to all peoples in all countries. India can enter the world scene
as a vast moral and economic force .
\ \ 1hether she does or not still depends
in great part on the \Vest-and on that
part of the \Vest that is Christian.
[ 221]
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A missionary speaks to candidates at a com1111ss10ni11g
service of the Board of l\1issions.

WE ARE NOT ALONE
By \TJCTOB. L. RANKIN

As

we are commissioned, and as
we go to another land or place
of service, it is important to remember that we are not alone.
This is important because each of
us is in many ways quite alone. You
are on your own. You are away from
the protecting family, culture, and
group. You are seen for what you
are. You are silhouetted against your
background. You are, as an individual,
televised into people's awareness-you
are known for what you are. You become intensively, you.
And yet you are not alone.
Ten thousand people pray for you,
yea more. This Board of :Missions
meets together and works to sustain
you. You are sen•ed by a staff of
people at 150 Fifth Avenue in New
York who are dedicated to helping
you. Sent out by our church, you are
part of a great team who will not
let you down.
Your families, the parents and
brothers and sisters who remain at
home, are a part of you. They may not
understand why you go. They may
not agree. But they become partners
in what you do. They, too, will grow
in world-wide concern. They pray and
give, for you.
On the field of your mission, your
immediate families, if you are married;
your companions, if you are not, are
vitally a part of what you are doing.
In Camagiiey, Cuba, as a pastor,
I discovered that if I made a visit
alone, I might be suspect-going into

a house alone. If Katherine, my wife,
went along, the atmosphere was
changed and relaxed. If we took our
children, we had a fiesta. Our six-year
old son made friends with a neighbor
to whom we couldn't get through. He
made a small ladder so that he could
look over the wall. Later the neighbors
lowered the wall. \i\Te found that birthday parties to which the children were
invited were the means of making important acquaintances. Parents attended, too. Your family is important.
You are not alone. There are national workers who are skillful and
dedicated, who will teach you and
share with you. I give thanks that my
wife and I were assigned as the only
missionaries in our province to learn
from our Cuban leaders, Dr. Boudet
and Jose Blanco. They not only helped
us with the language, but shared their
attitudes, and helped us to do our
work.
You are not alone. There are those
who are not yet acquainted with

Christ, who do not know what the
church is, who will come to Him because you have gone. They will become
your companions. They will give you
joy and faith in what you are doing.
My family has Christmas Eve with a
family, each year, who were not in
the church at all before we went to
Cuba. Their children became our children's closest friends.
You are not alone. This is God's
work! The first man who responded to
my ministry in Cuba did not hear a
sermon. He heard a knock at his door.
I went to him as a messenger. Some
force caused him to accept Christ, to
clean up his life, to break his plaster
saints, to stop drinking, to save his
money, to be a good lay worker in the
church. I did not do this ... I merely
knocked at his door. Christ entered
into his heart. Christ worked in him.
"No man works like Him ... He is
King of Kings and Lord of Lords."
Jesus said, "Lo, I am with you
alway ..."

• Bisho/1 Arthui· ]. Moore
commissions )'Otmg missionaries.
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MISSIONARIES
By HENRY BARNETT

\i\Tho are these

That run along the highways of the world
And seek its meanest subtirbs with their feet?
They are the troubadours of God,
lllowing an airy melody along earth's aisles
As solid as the masonry of dreams.
They are the wise eccentrics
'Vho reason with divine hilarity.
They are the canny merchants
\Vho buy the hearts of nations for their Prince.
They are the vivid tailors
'Vho push the threads of ages through their hands.
They are the white militia
\i\Tho take no blood , to spill it, save their o"l\111 .
They arc the blessed coolies
'Who lift the loads of folly on their backs
And clump them into truth's dissolving streams.
They arc the blithe otitrunners
\i\'ho trek the world 's long reaches for old trails
Vhereon to lay the pavement of new years. ·
They are the grave cross-carriers
\i\Tho bear stern wooden gibbets on their backs
And nail their loves and treasures to the beams.
They are our prince} y brothers,
Born of the woinb which bore us,
Who speak for us amid the courts of life. ·
1

\

(Used a]so in The Missionary Voice
[forerunner of World Outlooh], Jan., 1930) .
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• A major agenc)• for advanci11g tire integration of P11ei-to Ricans into the
economic, j1olitical, a11d social life of tire mainland is tire Commonwealth of
P11erto Rico office in New York City. The em/1loyme11t section, f1ict11recl on a
ty/1ical day, is one of the b11siest defmrtments at Commonwealth headquarters.
Branch offices of the agenc)' are now serving Puerto Ricans in other f1rincijwl
U.S. cities, such as Chicago a11d Cleveland.

one paid part-time worker she nevertheless manages to conduct play
school three mornings a week, and sewing and cooking groups for older girls
two afternoons. These groups are proYisional Scout troops-waiting for leaders. That is the sad story in many communities, especially so for this predominantly Puerto Rican neighborhood.
"Unfortunately,
Spanish-speaking
women arc not accustomed to working
outside the home," says l'vliss Stevenson. "\Ve are about the only country
where women do community work.
They undoubtedly have talent and
capabilities, but they have never been
taught social responsibility, have never
been taught it in their churches."
Full of faith and perseverance, however, l'vliss Ste\·enson visits homes in
the neighborhood to meet parents and
let them know that the little room in
Grace Church is a safe place for their
children to be. Up and clown the dark
tenement stairs and halls she goes,
knocking on doors, making friends

OuR PuERTO RICAN NEIGHBORS
BY

A~IY

HE incessant thrumming of a
guitar, the insistent beat of Spanish rhythms on small drums, voices
pouring out sounds of gaiety and sadness mingled, exultant . . . evocation
of fiestas, Spanish shawls, serenades
under balconies of lacy iron ....
Yet it evoked only mounting annoyance for the Methodist deaconess
working with her afternoon sewing
group of Puerto Rican and Negro
girls. A bunch of Puerto Rican boys
making music on the cold stone steps
of the V/est 104 Street YMCA behind
the church did not enchant Charlotte
Stevenson. It was hard enough to keep
the girls interested and quiet without
a lot of noisy little-she stopped.
V/hat what she saying? The boys were
just having fun with their music. They
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weren't harming anyone. She thought
of them out there in that alley between
the high dark walls of the church and
the tenement next door; no lacy iron
balconies, just a tall rusting fence enclosing their bleak patio decorated
with garbage cans. Yct they could sing.
She began to smile. "\\Thy, if I were a
tourist in any Spanish country, I' cl be
spending money for all this wonderful
Spanish atmosphere!"
Her whole attitude changed. Annoyance was gone and in its place, compassion.
\\forking in one small room at
Grace Methodist Church on vVest
104 Street in New York City, Miss
Stevenson is performing a Herculean
job among the Puerto Ricans and Negroes of the neighborhood. \\Tith only

with these often frightened, friendless
people. In the first stages of learning
Spanish, she has to depend on the children to translate her English for their
mothers or grandmothers and then
translate their Spanish for her. Her loving manner and gracious smile reassure. She learns about their fears of
sending the children too far from
home alone. She learns from a grandmother, as black-eyed children cluster
around her knees and stare, that a
cracked window the landlord was asked
to fix but broke instead was finally,
after three winter months, replaced.
She accepts a cup of steaming Spanish
coffee with apologies from a young
mother for the washing hanging overhead in the narrow living room. Over
pulsating Spanish music blaring from
a little radio she tries to tell a mother
of twins, who are bouncing up and
clown on flimsy beds in another dark,
WORLD
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And living room is a desperately accurate description of what thousands
of Puerto Ricans know as home in
New York City. Families live in one
room. And one toilet in the hall serves
a whole floor.
Think of this the next time you are
tempted to say, "\Vhy did they have
to come here anyway?"
Let's see why they came here.
They came for the same reason
countless immigrants before them
came-to find the pot of gold at the
end of the rainbow. Like his European
counterparts he thought America's
streets were paved with gold. He
thought everyone lived in the luxury
of a suite at the \Valdorf.
111e rat-riddled, dank tenements he
crowds into soon free him from this illusion . And for the embarrassingly intimate living these tenements have
given him he pays $50, $60, even $90
a month.
11wre are agencies to help him, he
has found-city departments, neighborhood houses and settlements,
church and social groups-but he
needs so much. He doesn't know
English. I-le brings only summer
clothes, which are all he needs in the
island. He walks miles of supermarkets,
bewildered; not a familiar food let
alone a familiar face.
Yet only ten per cent of his number,
now 650,000 in New York City, are on
relief. Mr. Manuel Cabranes, consultant to the Commissioner of the
New York City Department of Wel·
fare, testifies to that. "111e Department of \Velfare does not keep separnte records of public assistance cases
by race, creed, or national origin. However, occasional samplings and 'educated guesses' put the percentage of
Puerto Ricans in this city receiving
some kind of help at approximately ten
per cent. This is twice as high as for
the general population. But, in interpreting these figures, it should be
home in mind that actually much of
the assistance is in the form of supplementary grants to large families,
which are common among the Puerto
Ricans. 111e bulk of the Puerto Rican
cases are to be found under the categories of Aid to Dependent Children
and Home Relief. And of the over 17,000 children in foster care, only 15 per

cent are Puerto Ricans."
111is Puerto Rico-born educator and
social worker has great faith 111 the
future of the Puerto Rican community
m New York City. "Remember,
Puerto Ricans coming here are mostly
from the low-income level, so of course
they have not had opportunities for
education. 111ey are unskilled because
they come from an agricultural economy. Yes, language is a barrier, but it
is no worse than it was for the Italians,
the Germans, the Swedes, or any other
group of foreigners. 111e Board of Education has wonderful opportunities
througl10ut the city for the Puerto
Ricans to learn English. 111e children
who are in school here now are learning it and will grow up speaking it.
"111e worst problem is housing.
111ere is no housing for low-income
newcomers when they arrive. They are
subject to terrible exploitation by the
greed of landlords. 111ey are blamed
for ruining neighborhoods. 111e blame
rests with the landlords.
"111e awful crowded tenement living is breaking up the family. How do
they live? There is one room with a
heel or two, a stove in one comer.
There are no books, no television.
After the children come home from
school, have a little something to eat,
they go out again. \Vlrnt is there for
them to do in this kind of home?''
Perhaps those who get into trouble
haven't had much of a chance to get
into anything else.
No one knows that better than
Capt. Conrad Jensen of the TwentyThird Precinct in East Harlem where
dwell 90,000 Puerto . Ricans, 10,000
Negroes, and Italians, Irish and others.
He says, "At the age of ten a child in
this neighborhood has seen more of
life than the average adult will ever
see. \Vith whole families in one room
there is no privacy. A child sees everything. 111e commonplace for him is
the unl1eard-of for most of us."
Deeply concerned for the salvation
of these people, this police captain,
who is also a Baptist lay preacher, is
skeptical of the socio-religious approach. "v\That does the Bible tell us?"
lie asks, and reaches for the one always
on his deck. He opens to Matt. 7: 33:
"But seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you." Impatient with the philosophy which

puts the "things" first-new housing,
legal aid, health services, social programs-Captain Jensen insists on a
change of heart first. "\Ve need new
people, then the new buildings. There
must first be a desire to come to Christ.
"Naturally a good proportion of the
people brought in to our station are
Puerto Ricans, the neighborhood is
predominantly Puerto Rican. But we
have no statistics on what precentage
of any group commits crime. I always
say there's good and bad in all races
and nationalities."
Education the captain considers imperative. "You move these people to
a new housing unit, explain to them
that there is an incinerator for garbage,
and they still throw it in the elevator
or the hall, or out the window."
Tossing garbage out the window is
the natural thing to do in rural Puerto
Rico. It soon dries in the sun and
blows away. Lifetime habits are hard
to break. People continue to do the
things they're used to doing, even when
they find themselves in an environment
radically different from the one m
which they grew up.
"111ere are a lot of things the Puerto
Ricans do that their neighbors don't
appreciate," says Tom \Volfe, assistant
director of I-Judson Guild Neighborhood House in the Chelsea section of
Manhattan, where t11irty-three per cent
of the Greek-Italian-Jewish neighborhood is now Puerto Rican.
"\Ve arc working with them as newcomers and as Puerto Ricans. \Ve try
to show them why Americans object
to some of their ways. Of course, it's
a two-way thing. Americans, too, have
to reach a new level of sophistication.
As Puerto Ricans are shown how to
be accepted, Americans have to learn
to accept.
"But about some of the things
Puerto Ricans do. One thing is the
way they clean their floors. At home
in the island they have floors of boards
with ground underneath, so they pour
on the water, scrub, and let it nm
off. In an apartment building this just
doesn't work.
"Another thing-playing guitars till
early in the morning. In Puerto Rico
this is fine. It's wonderful entertainment enjoyed by all. Here it is something else. 111c man next door who
has to get up at 5: 30 a.m. does not
appreciate it at all.
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"About entertaining. The rooms the
Puerto Ricans live in are too small
for parties, so they congregate on the
front steps of the tenement. 111ey
may live on the third floor, so they
put their radio in the window and
tum it on so everyone down on the
steps can hear it. 111is, too, may run
into the early hours of the morning.
"Cooking is another problem. The
Puerto Ricans like heavily spiced food.
The smells which might easily float
out the window and be lost in the air
at home don't delight the family on
the next floor or down the hall.
"As the newest immigrant group
the Puerto Ricans arc the object of
hate and resentment. \Ve always seem
to have to have someone to hate. But
they are warm, friendly, and generous.
\\Tith them it's 'my house · is your
house. Your friend, the friend of your
friend, and the friend of your friend
of your friend is my friend.' 111ey are
loyal, hard workers. 111ey save their
money. And you see lines of them
in the post office every day sending
money home. Banks consider them a
good risk."
Mrs. Lucilla Amoros, head of Hudson Guild's New Neighbors program,
was herself a new neighbor when she
first came to this country in 1944. A
native of a small town in the southwestern part of Puerto Rico, she is
here now on leave of absence from her
teaching post at the University of
Puerto Rico. From experience at Hudson Guild she knows that the Puerto
Ricans in New York are "people with
multiple problems. 111ey come from
the less educated, the less favored elements. \Ve have English c1asses here
for them. But it is hard for illiterate
people to learn English when they
don't even know any Spanish to speak
of. 111ere is a great need for public
relations work. 111e newspapers seem
so one-sided in their emphasis many
times. If Puerto Rican boys are involved in a teen-age crime, they are
always designated as such, while the
origins of other boys are not men"
tioned."
"If Americans speak Spanish, oh,
what rapport they can have with the
Puerto Ricans. 111ey can be wonderful
friends," says Rev. Rafael Cotto,
pastor of the nonsectarian Church of
the Good Neighbor on East 106 Street.
111is church, renamed in the last few
14
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years to better indicate its role in a
changing neighborhood, was once the
o n 1 y Spanish-speaking Protestant
church in the city. That was in 1912.
Now, Mr. Cotto says, there are about
200 located in all the boroughs. Services at Good Neighbor are held in
Spanish and English. In the congregations are Negroes, Puerto Ricans, and
other people of the neighborhood. The
Sunday school has over 400 pupils.
In the same building the church-related community center, supported by
the New York City Mission Society,
serves over 800 youngsters a week.
~'And we could handle more if we had
the staff," says the director of the program, \Varren Henry, a young Negro
from Plainfield, N. J., and a Rutgers
graduate.
"I think our shop and craft programs
are extremely important. 11iat's because I learned many skills, like model
airplane building and woodworking,
in a playground program in Plainfield,
and these are among my greatest interests today. Giving a youngster this
kind of skill is one of the finest things
anyone can do for him, because he
will have it for life.
"Yes, dope is a problem. Some kids
use it who come to the center, but
they are not turned away if they behave themselves. Sometimes they ask
us for help to get off it." East Harlem
has been referred to as the "heart"
of the biggest narcotics center in- the
country-New York City.
"The most important things Americans can do for the Puerto Ricans is
to teach them the basic things they
need to know to fit in to our wayshow to dress, how to speak, how to
apply for a job. \Ve do a lot of this
kind of counseling."
One of the most important things
the Church of the Good Neighbor is
doing, according to Mr. Cotto, is helping to build leadership among the
Puerto Ricans. Panel discussions and
special meetings are held frequently.
111e church also has a Credit Union
to help its people with financial problems.
"One thing that troubles them,"
observes this quiet-voiced, dedicated
Puerto Rican minister, "is color discrimination. 111ere is no color discrimination, in the way we know it,
in Puerto Rico. Rather it is along lines
of wealth or social position."

Furthermore, the sense of true democracy is increasing with the advance
of Protestantism among Puerto Ricans.
"Protestantism is strong in Puerto
Rico, and growing," Mr. Cotto says.
"111e Puerto Ricans are very receptive
to the gospel."
111is sentiment is echoed by Mr.
Manuel Diaz, program director at
Union Settlement, a venerable East
104 Street institution which has been
serving the neighborhood since the
early l 900's. "Many Puerto Ricans are
nominally Catholic, but will go almost
anywhere to church," he says. "In the
old days in Puerto Rico there was one
big Catholic church in the town and
everyone went to it. Now there are
little Protestant churches appearing in
many places."
A native-born Puerto Rican who has
lived in New York since 1922 and was
educated here, Mr. Diaz has specific
ideas of what the impact of the two
cultures can create in the way of losses
and gains on both sides.
"111e Puerto Ricans, like all Latins,
arc very poetic. This has been educated
out of me. I saw an instance of it when
I went back to visit my grandparents
in 1946. They lived in a little village.
Life centered around their front porch.
My grandfather sold tobacco and all
the villagers came there to buy it. My
grandparents never went anywhere,
but while I was there they decided
to take a trip to Ponce, about as far as
from New York to Philadelphia. Along
the way, whenever grandmother would
see a beautiful tree or some other
lovely sight, she would burst into
poetry, her own or some well-known
poet's, to the effect, 'Ah, the glorious
creation of God.' 111is joy in life, this
exultation in living is something the
Puerto Ricans all have, but are in
danger of losing here. America gives
them money and efficiency, but little
that is cultural."
Despite Captain Jensen's skepticism
of the power of "things first" to bring
people to Christ, Mr. Carlos Rios, a
former Puerto Rican politician, owes
his new ministerial career in New York
to the East Harlem Protestant Parish.
\Vhen his party was defeated in the
island, Mr. Rios was temporarily out
of a mission. Strange dreams began to
assail him. He saw himself in New
York, making speeches to people, even
preaching to them in churches. \Vhen
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he got to Manhattan his mother, who
had been here for some time and had
become interested in the East Harlem
Protestant Parish, took him to meet
the Rev. Donald Benedict, one of its
founders . Before long his dreams became reality: he was addressing groups,
then he was translating sermons for
the Spanish-speaking people. Later he
became assistant at the Church of the
Son of Man, one of the four parish
church centers. He expects to be ordained in the near future.
"We are a strongly religious people,"
he says. "Protestants should never be
afraid to approach a Puerto Rican because he calls himself a Catholic. vVhat
he really means is he has an open
heart to worship God and help others.
In our church our congregation is a
mixed one. Every Sunday you will see
Negroes, Italians, white Americans,
and Puerto Ricans worshiping together."
Morrisania Presbyterian Church in
the Bronx is another example of
brotherhood working. For the past year
and a half it has been successfully integrating the Puerto Rican and other
Spanish-speaking people with the English-speaking members of the congregation. Directing the program is the Rev.
Juan Mercado, once a Roman Catholic
altar boy in his native Aguaba, Puerto
Rico, and now a Presbyterian minister.
He, too, has encouraging things to say
about the progress of Protestantism
among the Puerto Ricans. "In my
opinion, Puerto Ricans and other

Spanish-speaking people are revitalizing Protestantism. 11wy go to church
as a family. Many Americans don't.
Parents send their children to Sunday
school but they do not themselves go
to church. Then when the children
grow older they drift away from the
church because no example of churchgoing was set by their parents.
"One of our churches closed its
doors to Negroes and Puerto Ricans.
Today it is closed completely. 111e
Morrisania church opened its doors to
Negroes in 1950 and to Puerto Ricans
in 1952. Today it is a healthy, flourishing church ."
Mr. Mercado points out that in ten
years the Puerto Rican population of
New York City is expected to be one
million. It is now one-third of the
city's population . "Naturally there is
a big Puerto Rican labor force. In fact,
the head of the \:Valdorf said he could
not run the hotel one day without
Puerto Ricans."
Agreeing, Mr. Cabranes of the Department of V'lelfare says, "111ere is
hardly a kitchen in the city that does
not know the touch of Puerto Rican
hands. Puerto Ricans are employed
widely in the service industries. 111e
garment industry employs 40,000.
Others work in many different kinds
of factories throughout the city, in
unskilled and semi-skilled jobs."
To encourage progress into more
advanced forms of employment, Mr.
Cahranes took steps in 1952 to estab·
lish the New York Puerto Rican Schol-

New York's Mayor Robert F. Wagner attended the Third
Migration Conference between New York City and Puerto Rican
officials in San Juan in January. Speaking on behalf of the mayor
Mr. William R. Peer, his executive secretary, reminds World'
Outlook readers: "We recognize that the Puerto Rican citizens,
like all migration groups, have special problems. The language
barrier of course is one. It is up to us to be patient and understanding and to help these folks in their efforts to fit into our
society here.
"As you know an eight-man committee which developed out
of the recent migration conference at San Juan has been appointed by Gov. Luis Munoz Marin and the mayor to give concentrated attention to the problems of the Puerto Ricans . They
are good citizens and we are glad to have them and to do all we
can to help them adjust."
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arship Fund. 111is fund awards scholarships amounting to four or five
thousand dollars a year to outstanding
high school students and those already
in college.
For Americans not yet acquainted
with their Puerto Rican fellow citizens,
some observations by the Rev. Earl
R. Barr, Jr., executive director of the
Bronx Protestant Council, and former
Methodist rural missionary in Puerto
Rico, may be helpful.
"The Puerto Ricans have a strong
sense of family, yes, but it is a different
strength from the average American
family. Family closeness among Puerto
Ricans depends a great deal on physical
proximity, and the family, unlike the
usual American concept of family as
mother, father, and children, includes
grandparents, , uncles, aunts, cousins.
Americans have a different kind of
closeness. Each member of the family
may have his own room, and they may
all be in the house at once pursuing
their individual interests. Yet there
is no sense of their not being together.
"There is a great deal of give-andtake in the American family. 111at is
not the case in the Puerto Rican family. Father is head of the house; mother
is the stablilizer. Boys are always right;
girls are never right. Sons defer to
father, or to mother if father is dead,
even after they are grown men.
"Children and babies stay up all
hours. 111ey accompany their parents
to parties or school meetings and stay
till the end. 111ey are allowed to sleep
as long as they want to next day. 111e
Puerto Ricans have no sense of our
time schedules.
"Puerto Ricans do not take team
spirit seriously. 111is lack of team work
is noticeable when young people are
doing a work project together. If one
of the boys gets tired, he just stops and
goes off to sleep. 111at is his right.
"A good girl in Puerto Rico is still
accompanied by her mother or a married sister when she goes out.
"At parties in Puerto Rico there are
no group games. Instead, everyone gets
up and entertains-sings or dances or
tells a story.
"Puerto Ricans are a very clean people. And Puerto Ricans always have
time to get acquainted with one's chi!"
dren. I have not noticed that thoughtfulness among Americans."
[ 227)
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By \\7 REN BAR.BE

N important pow-wow was held
in a certain headhunter's village
in Borneo on the afternoon of June 8.
I know about it, because I just happened to be there.
A huge bamboo mat covered a small
portion of the floor of the tribe's long
communal room, and on it sat two ruling chieftains, a wizened, retired chief,
a leathery-skinned old warrior, a Christian lay-minister recently fro1'11 a cannibalistic tribe in Sumatra, a native
theological student fondly called
"Joshua," a Methodist missionary-and
me.
Just off the mat, edging close, was an
assorted, squirming mass of naked children, half-naked adults, mangy clogs,
cats, and pigs, and scraggly chickens.
In one corner of the room, a cluster
of human skulls stared clown with
vacuous, imbecilic grins as they swung
casually from the ceiling like a bunch
of coconuts.
All this I saw with my curious tourist eyes. But as a person interested in
other persons, I saw a miracle taking
shape. I watched the fusing of its
nebulous ingredients as these objects
of my curiosity pondered their crucial
problem.
Of course, I didn't just happen to be
in Borneo. My being there was premeditated, but what occurred after I
got there was entirely out of my hands.
Borneo was one of eight countries I
visited while on a thirty-day hit-andrun swish through southeast Asia last
June, with Tokyo as the point of departure and return. I wanted to take a
river trip to a headhunter's village
(longhouse), but as Borneo was an tmknown quantity for the tourist, I could
make no plans in advance.
However, Borneo lured me like a
Circe, and the urge was backed by my
confidence that there would be a Plan
for me once I had arrived.
Apparently my Plan coulcl not be
fulfilled in Labuan, North Borneo,
where our plane landed. There was a

A
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• At the entrance to the longlw11se (left to right): a resident of 11011-Clu-istian
longhoitse; a Bawang Assan Christian; the Bawang Assan minister from
Sumatra, Chief Nanta; Rev. Louis Dennis; (squatting in front) Joshua with
baby from non-Christian lo11ghouse.

scurried scrapping of small plans as I
left behind hotel reservations for three
nights and caught the next plane for
the little town of Sibu, in Sarawak, on
the Rejang River, where the big Plan
seemed to be waiting.
Two air hours beyond Labuan I
scrutinized intently the tiny swatch of
land beneath our plane as though trying to single out the people in its
matted jungle or beside its turbulent
rivers who carried the potentials of my
Plan within themselves. They were not
yet aware of this responsibility because
distillation of the Plan could not continue without my presence.
In an inspired moment the startled
and perplexed officials at the Sibu airport referred me to a very surprised
Dennis family, at the American Methodist J\1J ission.
Actually, the Plan was quite uncomplicated. I stayed with the Dennises,

and, as Mr. Dennis was making a pastoral call to a Dyak longhouse the following afternoon, he invited me to go
along.
And so I sat on the bamboo matting.
I observed those who shared it with
me and thought of the things Mr.
Dennis had told me about them during the sixteen-mile trip down-river in
his longboat.
Technically, this was not a pow-wow.
It was not "a ceremony of conjuration,
marked by noise and feasting." Rather,
it was the antithesis of all that a "powwow" infers.
All the professed Dyak Christians
among the group were members of the
Christian longhouse of Bawang Assan,
neighbors of the host longhouse, whose
sixty-odd families were almost evenly
divided on the issue of whether to accept or reject Christianity. 111is meeting was a zealous nudge from Bawang
WORLD
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Assan, which was anxious that a positive decision to accept Christianity be
reached by the host longhouse before
the Dennis family returned to the
States the following month for a year's
leave.
No, not a noisy pow-wow this, but a
deep and courageous probing into the
worth of the structure of their living,
done in quiet and meditative honesty.
There was a sense of fearful joy, as
though of reluctance to discard the
familiar that was no longer fully satisfying, for acceptance of the untried that
had been impelling enough to send
some of their tribesmen asking for it.
For that is what had happened. Originally the Mission's ministry in Sibu
was confined to the Chinese population, but its results were so effective
that one clay a delegation of old Dyak
warriors came knocking on the Dennis'
door with the earnest request that they,
too, have an opportunity to learn of
this "strong Jesus religion."
Typical of people who already have
more than they can do, the Dennises
found time for the Dyaks. Mrs. Dennis added to her husband's ministrations her invaluable knowledge and
skill as a nurse, and their seven-yearold daughter, Rosalie, proved that "a
little child shall lead them" as she won
hearts with her endearing ways and
her childest embodiment of an amazingly mature faith.
Joshua, the fine, stalwart theological
student, had started with us from Sibu
and acted as interpreter. '\Tc had
stopped at Bawang Assan for a brief
visit and to pick up the others from
there who now sat on the "council
matting."
The retired chief of Bawang Assan
still had a vigorous spirit, and his approach was direct. "It's time you (the
host longhouse) are becoming Christian, too," he said to his host. But
everyone knew that such a decision involved much. It was always assumed
that fifty to a hundred families who
ordinarily composed a longhonse
would come into the church as a
group. Strong opposition would not
prevent a positive decision but could
delay it indefinitely, as a unanimons
vote was desirable to maintain harmony within the longl10use. A candidate was closely questioned to
determine the extent of his knowledge
and understanding of the new Jesus
M AY
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o Old D)•ak warrior traditionally arrayed. The swm·d's hilt is adorned with
human hair, which sig11ifies heads taken. Feathers arc of the sacred lwrnbill.
religion, and his desire to accept it.
!viy hosts appraised me as I appraised them. The chief politely but
candidly asked who I was and what I
was doing there. 'Vas I with the lVIission? Mr. Dennis tactfully interpreted
me in the light of his own work. He
said I was an American civilian em-

ployed hy the United States Army
(Special Sen·ices) in Japan, and my job
was to help provide good recreation for
American soldiers to guide them in the
right way when they were off duty. I
had heard of the Dyak's interest in
Christianity, and I had come to meet
them and wish them well.
[ 229 ]
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111cre were pleased approval and
smiles all around. But I felt a little
guilty, and gently chided. Now I could
understand why l\fr. Dennis could not
brutally divulge me as what I had
started out to be-a curious touristthcsc people were his friends and they
were prospective Christians, and the
balancing scales could so easily clip in
either direction.
I had sensed this yesterday and even
consulted l\!lr. Dennis as to wlnt I
should wear on the Jonghouse visit,
wanting nothing that I said or did to
reflect on the Dennises or their work.
Now I thought with chagrin of my intentions to barter with the "natives"
for souvenirs. Now it seemed an insult
to these keen, intelligent people.
I also recalled that on the way to the
longhouse I had been tempted to ask
Mr. Dennis if I could excuse myself
from the meeting to take pictures . .
Now I found I was completely absorbed in the intimate conflicts of the
human beings who surrounded me on
the bamboo matting. I felt that I had
become a sensitive receptacle that had
been emptied to receive the impressions of this rare experience.
Jn the Dennis' longboat had been a
seventy-five-pound bag of rice from the
Dennis family to add to other donations for a recent young widow and
her two children. Customarily the
longhouse community meets such
needs. In this case the Christians had
offered to donate rice, and the nonChristian longhouse had been silently
waiting to sec if the Christians really
meant what they said.

111e convening group on the bamboo matting nodded murmurs of respectful approval at each other for this
evidence of faith kept. In their eyes at
tlrnt moment I could see the vacillating
scales clip to the side of the strong
Jcs us religion.
Men like Joshua would eventually
lead his own people, but the Dvak
Christians now were very young in
Christianity, and the minister of the
Bawang Assan church was a young man
imported from Sumatra. "His father
and grandfather helped to eat the first
white missionaries who went to Sumatra," l\!Jr. Dennis had remarked as we
stood earlier in the peaceful little
church at Bawang Assan. "It could
happen to any of us," he added in his
quiet way.
\:Vhy not? A crop fails, the novelty
of a new thing wears off, or there is a
sudden inexplainable reversion to \vorship of the crocodile god. (However,
although the Dyaks still took human
heads until a a few years ago, they were
never cannibalistic.)
To both the Christian and the nonChristian Dyaks, Chief Nanta's presence on the bamboo matting held an
aura of one who had been especially
and directly blessed by the Christian
Goel. As the new ruler of Bawang
Assan, Nanta, with his entire family,
was baptized on Christmas Eve, 1955.
111e clay had been cloudy, but as Mr.
Dennis was in the act of administering
baptism to Nanta, the clouds broke
and a shaft of sunlight poured through
the church window, touching the head
of Nanta and reaching on to envelop

Jlhoto br Dennis

o Even our rice is better now, since we have this strong
] esus religion.
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a large picture of Hoffman's head of
Christ as it hung on the wall back of
the altar. There was an electrified hush
from the group in the church, then a
simultaneous gasp of awe.
There was another who would have
joined us in the council circle had he
been able, though the inspiration of his
staunch Christian life was felt even
in his absence. It was largely through
his leadership that Bawang Assan built
its church. Now this man lay dying at
Bawang Assan. During our stop there
he had requested to see Mr. Dennis,
and his thoughts had transcended the
pain in his emaciated body as he gave
his benediction to the meeting at the
neighboring longhouse. The entire
family knelt with Mr. Dennis and
Joshua in reverent prayer by the old
man's pallet on the floor. I knelt with
them, not because it might be expected
of me, but because I wanted to.
No professed decision for Christ was
made that afternoon, but Mr. Dennis
later wrote me that the entire longhouse clicl accept Christianity and that
some of them were baptized before he
left Sibu.
To the Dyaks, Christianity is as it
should be-a simple, uncluttered fulfillment of their spiritual needs with
results whicl1 show in the daily acts of
their living. 111ey expressed this simply,
measuring the way it fulfilled these
needs.
"111e strong Jes us religion just fits,"
they said. "It puts aside superstitions
and fears and we can walk through life
so much better. It is like cutting the
binding from our ankles."

• A Dyak church going ufJ in the Sarawak jungle. Members have gone out in the jungle and with f1rimitive lo()ls
collected the materials. The)' are here assisting with raising the uf1riglzts.
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Today four out of five American women work or will work outside
their homes at some time in their lives.

1958
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What about guilt feelings because of work outside the home?
Can the values of home life be preserved in spite of the work?
Is the church's program meeting the needs of working women?

ECENTLY I was called out of a
committee meeting to speak to
i\fary, a friend who was waiting for
me in the hall. Her face was glowing as
I exclaimed, "\Vhat in the world are
you doing in town today?"
111en, looking like an all star who
had just made a home run, she an·
MAY

r·

Do they work because they need to-or because they want to?

swered, 'Tm working here now-beginning today."
"\Vhy?" I asked.
"Just because I didn't have enough
to do at home. I had to get out and
find work to keep from going crazy,"
she explained.
"How many years has it been since

you worked in an office?" I askeel.
"About twenty," she reluctantly replied, for her supervisor was with her.
111en she quickly added, "I don't know
whether I can do it or not, but they
are willing to let me try."
At those words the image of a
frightened child on her first clay at
[ 231
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scl10ol flashed across my mind. And
I knew that this intelligent, mature
woman, whose terrain for many years
had been her quiet home was really
experiencing all the conflicts that a
little girl has who suddenly is thrust
into the rough and tumble world outside her cloistered existence.
Iviary's courage to break out of the
shell of boredom that was gradually
suffocating her deepest self is typical
of the kind of decisive action that has
brought into the labor force nearly two
out of every five mothers in the United
States whose children arc in school.
For her, the motive was not primarily
economic, but was a psychic necessity.
There is no doubt that the emergence of three out of every ten married
women into the stream of the working
world is changing the pattern of family life. It is also highly probable that
the church life of these working women
is being altered. In order to discover
how working mothers manage their
dual roles, and to get an idea of the
challenge the church faces in the midst
of the changing scene, I talked with
a number of them.
I found one vivacious young woman
at her desk as a secretary. I knew that
she had worked for the same organization for about four years, taking only
three months' leave when her first baby
was born.
"How old is your little girl now?" I
asked.
"Oh, she is two and one half years,"
she answered, giving me a bright, triumphant smile that only mothers
share.
"How do you manage to leave her
all day?" I inquired.
"\Ve11, my husband works from
four to twelve. So he keeps her until
he leaves. Then he takes her up the
street to a neighbor with whom I have
arranged for her to stay until I pick
her up when I get off from work at

4:45."
"So you help one another," I commented.
"Yes, we do all our own housework,
keeping a four-room apartment."
"Do you have time for outside activities?" I asked.
"Nothing but the church. I serve
on the usher's board and attend church
services. The baby goes to Sunday
school and stays in the nursery during
the morning worship."
20
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"\\!ould you mind telling me why
you work?" I ventured to ask.
"\Vell, I work for two reasons. First,
it helps to keep up my appearance and
morale. I find when I don't work I get
sloppy and careless about myself. And
of course we need the money to pay
for our furniture and to live in the
community in which we live."
Then she laughed softly as she
added, "But I would work some even
if my husband made plenty of money."
I talked with Esther, who had become frustrated with the hodgepodge
mixture of suppers, committees and
meetings that kept her busy, but accomplishing little. Even though she
had not worked outside the home since
she was married, she decided to take
a secretarial position to give her life a
feeling of orderliness and to supple•
ment the income for the education of
her college age son and her fifteenyear-old daughter. She sings in the
choir, attends the \Veslcyan Service
Guild, Mother's Group and the official
board meetings.
"Do you think your church's activities are sufficiently challenging now
that you have work outside your
home?'' I asked her.
"No," she strongly asserted. "Somehow we don't get through to the local
group the total mission of the church.
I'm afraid, also, that in many places
it is not the Christian fellowship it
should be, but is too concerned with
the mechanics of the organizations
within it."
Mrs. M., a graduate of Paine College,
has been a career woman for over
twenty-five years. She calls herself
"Girl Friday," for one of the executives
in a National Church Board office.
Her husband is a government research
expert and her son has recently graduated from an eastern university. Besides her office work she manages to
participate in the Y.\V.C.A. and the
Urbari League (an organization devoted to promoting better standards
of living).
She spoke about her church. "The
Methodist Church has been good to
me," she said. "It educated me and
then it provided very satisfactory work
for me. But I wish," she continued,
"that the church could be more realistic about working women and plan
their meetings at times they can participate. Things are often set up the

way they were set up twenty years
ago."
Then there is Mrs. Z., a librarian,
whose son is nineteen and who has
worked outside the home for about
sixteen years. She related her experiences.
"\Vhen my baby was two, I went
back to work, leaving him with my
mother. Then when he started to
school he wanted me at home like
mothers of 11is friends-mothers who
fixed lunch for their children. So I
stayed home a few years, because I
honestly believe that woman's first
duty is to bring up her family. But
I do think it is a problem when women
arc educated and lrnve no one with
whom to talk or to share ideas. I admit I work for therapeutic reasons."
At the United Nations I sat across
the desk from a charming woman in
her late thirties who quietly explained
that she was divorced, and that her
position enabled her to support her
thirteen-year-old daughter.
"I am the daughter of a Methodist
minister," she informed me. "But I
am not tied to any church now. I deal
with people all day in my work, and
I try to help them, but I don't have
time for church ."
"\Vell, if you do not attend church
now, do you think the church has
something for the working women?"
I asked.
"The church should do more in
the field of psychology," she said. "I
take a class one night a week in psychiatry, but many women cannot be
reached by psychiatry, and would like
to turn to the church for help in solving their problems if they knew the
church could help them."
Even though special attention
should be given to the prob1cms of the
working wife, the role of the single
career woman should also have consideration in the total picture of the
twenty-eight million women who comprise one-third of the civilian labor
force.
I talked with the supervisor of the
restaurant department of Schraffts' in
New York and Boston. \Vhcn I asked
her if she had "set her jaw" and determined to seek a career instead of
choosing home making, she laughed
and said, "My stock answer is that
I've never been asked. Honestly, I
have always been too involved in my
VlORLD
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business to have had much chance
for social life. When you're learning
something new, it's hard to become
interested in men. But as you get older
you think more of your roots. You
are separated from your family-."
She paused a long minute and added
"TI1ere's a lot to be said for companionship."
I knew that Leah was active in the
\Vesleyan Service Guild in her local
church. So I asked, "\Vhat is it about
tl1e church that attracts you?"
"I'm interested in working in the
Guild because it gives a broadness to
my life. I like to think that I can help
the people in Korea and other countries by what I do in my own church
group."
TI1en there is the young woman,
who for two years has been editor of
children's books for a publishing concern. Besides her office work she man·
ages to teach a Sunday school class
and belong to the Guild.
"Do you intend to stick to your
work for a lifetime?" I inquired.
She smiled sweetly and answered, "If
I found someone I wanted to marry,
I would give up my work." TI1en almost as an afterthought she added,
"Of course in the writing field I could
do free lance even if I were married.
In working with children's materials
now I feel I am really preparing myself for understanding my own children."
Since women have for a number
of years been making significant contributions in the field of medicine, I
talked with a very prominent doctor
in Alabama. Besides her private practice Dr. Louise Branscombe teaches
senior medical students in a university
110spital, helps her sister-in-law prepare
lectures for a college course in marriage
and the family, and is the physician
for the girls at the State Training
School.
She has broad professional contacts,
serving on a number of boards, but
her interest is not limited to the
secular. She is also on the official board
of her local church and is very active
in tl1e Wesleyan Service Guild both
locally and on a national level. \Vhen
I asked her why she found time for
all these church activities, she answered, "I guess part of it is a spirit
of adventure. There is a challenge in
becoming a part of something so far

I

MAY

'

I:
'

11.

IiI!
1:
iI

'1

I

i

,,

I'
I

i
;

1

1
1

i

~~
i

19 58

reaching. It satisfies my desire to help
others." Then she paused for a moment before adding, "Maybe I lrnve
to do it because of the way I feel inside. I realize that if I am to help
my patients I have to be interested
in the total person. The inspiration for
this comes from the church."
"Do you think the church activities
are sufficiently challenging?" I inquired.
"I think the time for sitting in pews
and listening to sermons is fast passing. There is a need for more group
participation. For instance, Sunday
evening should be devoted to classes
and other activities rather than a
miniature Sunday morning worship
service.
"TI1en we are not reaching the semiskilled workers. Many of these women
belong to the smaller sects instead of
The Methodist Church. We must do
sometl1ing to bridge the gaps in cul·
tu re."
Dr. Branscombe lives with her
eighty-one-year-old mother in a lovely
home on the edge of a college campus.
\Vhen I asked her if she had purposely
chosen career over marriage she admitted, "No, I have just made decisions as I have come to them."
From my conversations with many
working women there are two inescapable questions that must be faced . The
first is involved with the question
"\Vhy do we do it?" This morning
as I sat at my dressing table and faced
in the mirror the image of a working
woman, I managed to open my sleepy
eyes enough to give myself one long
searching look, and to face the same
questions that I had dared to ask
others. Like many other \Vomen I have
a wonderful husband, two normal energetic children, an attractive home, and
a number of church and community
organizations in which I can find a
reasonable amount of satisfaction. A
big proportion of the income I bring
home is absorbed in commutation
expenses, maid service, extra clothes
and additional income taxes. Yet, I
find myself at a desk five days a week,
leaving my apron neatly folded in a
drawer until 6:00 o'clock each night.
But deep in my heart I know the
reason, and refuse to be cowed down
with guilt at admitting it. It is the same
one that was revealed by many of the
women with whom I talked. Let's face

it. TI1ere is a large group of women who
work outside the home simply because
working satisfies a deep need. This
is nothing to be ashamed of. This does
not indicate that we love our families
less than those who stick to the home
with their outside activities confined
to working in committees, clubs and
Woman's Societies.
The fact that so many combine
aprons with offices is changing the
pattern of home life, but this does
not mean that the same values that
we cherish cannot be preserved. Let
us not confuse structure with value.
The solution to this problem, as in
all other problems of relationship begins with the ability to be honest.
\Vhen we working-women accept ourselves in the depths, we discover that
society also accepts us.
TI1e real tragedy does not lie in the
fact that so many are working outside
the home, but rather in the fact that
many are still not developing their
maximum potentialities. The waste of
human abilities is a factor that we
have not adequately faced in the labor
world. Women, whether they are
single career women or married
workers, have a distinct responsibility
both to themselves and to society.
TI1e second question is, "\Vhat is
the church to do in the face of the
changing role of women?" The opinions voiced by the people with whom
I talked indicate that the present approach of the church has not taken
enough notice of their needs to make
it deeply challenging to many of them.
It may be that the time has come for
the church to make drastic shifts in
emphasis and program if these women
are not to be Jost to the church. If
the mission of the church is to re·
generate the total life of the total people, it has an inescapable responsibility
to alter some of its outmoded forms
in order to minister to the particular
needs of working women in this space
age.

(

The Methodist Church needs
trained and dedicated women
leaders more than ever today.
With the rise in women's employment it will have to draw
the leadership from the ranks
of employed women.
[ 233]
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Ca1npbe/J Friendship House:
DOOR TO OPPOBTVNITY

T'S been quite a year from the
front door on."
\Vhat Emma Freeman, director of
Campbell Friendship House, Gary,
Ind., says of this year at Campbell
could be said of all the years, from
the day Mrs. Myron Campbell of
South Bend looked at U. S. Steel's
newborn Gary, growing on the sand
of Lake Michigan's southernmost
shore, and remarked to her daughter,
"Ada, the \Voman's Home Missionary
Society should begin work at once in
Gary. \Vith all the foreigners coming
in there will be great need of Christian Americanization work."
It was true. \Vorkers from all over
the map were pouring into the city
U. S. Steel had laid out on 6,000
acres of company land in 1906. Sand
dunes had been leveled, sand pumped
from the bed of Lake Michigan to
raise the mill site, the Calumet River
moved and straightened, tracks of
three railroads moved and elevated, a
harbor built: prodigious jobs of converting a wasteland into a wonderland
of steelmaking.
In the same wasteland, destined to
become Indiana's second largest city

I

First woman to win the Gary Exclumge
Club's m11111al Crime Prevention Award
is Miss Emma Freeman, director of
Campbell F1·iendslrif1 House. She re·
ceived n f1laq11e ancl citation at a s/1ecial meeting in Febmary from James
Johnson, club f1reside11t, who f1raisecl
Ira for "11ineteen years of devotion to
Gar)' c111'ldren" and said lier worh !rad
contributed greatly to tire prevention
of deli11q11e11cy among the city's clril·
cfren. In accef1ti11g tire award, which
came as a com/1lctc surf1rise, llliss Free·
man said, "I'll accept the award for
Ccm1f1bcll Frie11dsl1ip House and for
the tho11.~ands who malie it f1ossible.
These are the 111 ellrodist women all
ova the world, tire Unitecl Fund aml
ol lrer conl!·ibuting agencies and es/1e·
ciall)' tire staff of tire house."
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(population is now over 170,000), were
prodigious jobs ahead of converting
the newcomers to life in a Christian
democracy. By 1910 Gary's population of 16,000 included people from
forty nations, speaking as many languages.
Paralleling the business vision of
the men who created U. S. Steel
Corporation and Gary was the Christian social vision of the Methodist
women of the Northwest Indiana Conference. Gary mission work began officially in 1912 with a clay nursery, a
Saturday sewing class, and a Sunday
school.
As the work grew a pcm1ancnt headquarters was imperative. To the dismay
of the self-effacing Mrs. Campbell the
first settlement house building was
named Campbell Settlement. She suggested it be called Friendship House.
Jn 1940 it became officially Campbell
Friendship House. By that time it was
housed in its present building at 2100
\Vashington Street.
The same purpose that motivated
the settlement when it was a few
l'vJethodist women embarking on
"Christian Americanization work" mo-

tivatcs it today. Supported by the
V/ oman's Division of Christian Service and the Gary Community Chest,
it has four full-time and twelve parttime staff members and nearly thirty
volunteers.
Campbell Friendship House is peculiarly fitted to meet the needs of
its present community which is almost
1003 Negro: It switched to a biracial
program in the early 1920's when the
first Negroes appeared in Gary.
"There was a steel strike here then,"
Iviiss Freeman re1ates as she leans forward to clasp her hands on the modern
light oak desk in her office just off the
entrance hall at Campbell. Strands of
ivy and philodendron brush against
the sandalwood walls as a little breeze
now and then moves them. "The mill
sent south for Negroes to break the
strike. In the next few years the Methodist women faced the segregation
question frankly. They employed a
Negro woman on the staff, Mrs. V/illa
Stewart. There lived in this neighborhood then hundreds of Croatians and
Serbians, some Italians, and a Japanese
family. One of our most faithful volunteers, Rose, who operates the little
Croatian grocery down the block,
learned cooking here as a child from
l\1rs. Stewart. Rose is now our cooking
and culinary arts resource.
"\Ve have 11ad a biracial staff for
thirty years. In the Twenties Negro
children attended the summer religious
day school and were served in our
clinics. Our employment division
helped their parents to find work, and
we organized regular clubs and classes
for the Negroes of the neighborhood.
In the Thirties, when we had another
influx of Negroes, typical attendance
at mass-type activities was 83,795. By
1939 the neighborhood was half
white, half Negro."
The steel mills, which had been
partially closed during the depression,
began to open again in 1940. Then
WORLD
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"These three men all hold a big place in the affections of the leaders here at Campbell Friendship
House who watched them grow into worthwhile, proud
adults"-EMMA FREEMAN, director.

\1'.I

A Ca111J1bell F1·ie11dsT1iJ1 Ho11se "al111111ms'' 11ow active in
/Tie ad11lt men's gym J1rogrn111 is Levon Davis, a tr11cf,
dri<Je1· in /Tie Gfll")' Steel ll'or/ls mason defJart111e11t . Davis
(above) is delivering a load of bric/IS to be tt.s ed in one of
tlie fifi)'·lwo o/1c11 lieartli furnaces located in tliis V. S.
Steel s11bsidiary.
Hei-bert Hiclls (lo/1 left), a fon11CI' Campbell F1·iemlsTii/1
House boy wlio worl1ed J1art-ti111e /01· two 3•ears in t/1e
boys' game-room, is a macliinist a/1/1re11tice at V. S. Steel's
Gar3• Sliect mul Tin Mill. HCl'e he tiglitem 11/1 tlie 11ech
of a roll f1refJarntory to its being macTiincd 011 a latlie.
He is still a member of Ca111J1be/l a11d ta/les J1m·t rng11/arly in Ilic ad11lt men's gym activities.
Jesse Ni.>:on, now a Ca111J1bell Friendslii/1 Ho11se "/allier"
(his da11glitei- is in tTie J1lay scTiool), Tias bee11 e111/1loyed at
Ifie Gary J1la11t of U. S. Steel's American Bridge Division
for Ifie jwst eiglit )'Cars, and at J1rcse11t worlcs as a fittei- i11
tlie weld sTiojl. He1·e he is sliown cl1ecld11g a fabl"icatecl
section. He worlwd f1m·t-ti111e i11 Ca111/1bell's Boys' ll'orl<
Jn·ogrnm /01· llll'ee )'Cars while lie co111/1leted Tiigli sc11ool.

came Pearl Harbor and people
swarmed into Gary. Says lVIiss Freeman, "It is common knowledge what
happened to highly industrialized
areas during the next fifteen years.
Gary is no exception. \Ve grew from
a population of a little over 110,000
in 1940 to well over 155,000 in 1950.
The war years meant day care for the
working mothers' children and a highly
intensified leisure-time program."
A major need in the Campbell
neighborhood today is for stable family life and social adjustment. "\Vhen
MAY
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the work began here Gary was like
the \Vile] \Vest. It had more taverns
per person than any other place in
Indiana. That situation existed until
about five years ago, but there arc
still far too many. In our neighborhood
there arc still vice and crime and too
many unstable homes breeding many
social problems, such as illegitimate
children. Our present neighbors arc
composed almost entirely of folks who
arc new to city life and movement.
They are in the process of finding
themselves.

(. I

"Therefore, our program is getting
hack to basics," 'Miss Freeman explains. "Until two years ago we had
more of a cultural type of program,
with ballet, art, and rhythm classes.
\Vc've been forced to recognize the
need to go back to having the kiddies
go home and comb their hair, teaching
the boys to take off their hats when
they come in the door. \Ve hadn't
clone that in ten years. Our crafts instructor stresses cooking, table setting
and sitting, and devotions.
"Niuch family life is built around
]235 [
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the dining room table. l\fost of us
remember the fun and the talk-the
sort of family town meeting-we had
every night at the dinner table. Our
children don't have that. 111ey are
used to eating on the run. Gary's
whole social pattern is a mill shift
pattern. Someone is always going to
work or coming home at odd hours.
:Most wives and mothers work. 111c
family is seldom together at any one
time. \\Tc're having to start from
scratch with our adult program, too
-again because of the mil1 shift pattern of Gary life."
Campbell must give a sense of home
as well as instruction and recreation.
This it docs not only in its program,
which last year ca11ed forth an ag·
gregatc attendance of 91,194, but in
its physical appearance.
\Va1ls in a11 the rooms at CampbeU
arc painted in pastel colors. 111Cy
radiate wekome and cheer. Except for
the square heavy set of the three-story
building there is little to remind anyone that it was once the lodge ha11 of
the I-Joel Carriers Union. Symbolic of
the homelike atmosphere is the
kitchen. Money from the l\1cthodist
women of the North Indiana Conference financed its transformation from
a "dark, uninspiring hole" to its present gleaming state. \Vith its dusty
pink wa1ls and modern appointments
the kitchen represents much of what
Campbel] stands for in the lives of
the people it scr\'cs-Negrocs who arc
part of the mass migration from the
South to industrial areas such as Chicago and Gary where some degree of
economic freedom points toward
eventual social liberation.
To ·Miss Freeman the now alwaysneat kitchen attests the refining effect
of "nice things" on "a11 of us. 111is
kitchen is used nightly a11 through
the year by boy and girl groups, and
on week ends by various neighborhood
groups, yet it never looks anything but
spotless afterward."
Gym and playground, magic words
when the gym was in a portable building adjoining the first Campbell
House, are sti11 magic words. The
playground now is a few blocks away
on the grounds of a home for dependent children. 111c Campbell children who romp and pitch quoits on
the grass, dig in the sandbox, or rest
under a tree get a little feeling of the
24
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country, a nice change from the brick
and concrete of their streets.
The gym is Campbell's prize showcase. It is a new one, built with funds
contributed by the \Voman's Division
of Christian Service, churches of the
Northwest Indiana Conference, the
mill, and individual citizens of Gary.
111ere arc 10,000 school-age children,
"immigrants" from Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Arkansas, in the
Campbel] neighborhood. At least 100
of them are in the gym every night
shooting baskets or getting in shape
for some future Olympic triumph.
They have a "hero" in Lee Calhoun,
Campbe11's illustrious alumnus who
broke the Olympic record in the
hurdles event to win points for the
U .S. team at Melbourne in 1956.
\Vl1cn the new gym was being
planned, a letter of endorsement came
to Miss Freeman from Fred I-I. Stein·
inger, director of the Lake County
Vi/elfare Department. It indicates the
need Campbel] Friendship Honse
strives daily, often under pressures of
discouragement, to meet:
"The need for more recreational
facilities for children, [and] constructive adult activities such as a settlement can conduct, is very acute.
"Your programs are of the preven tative type. The more your agency docs
in preventing juvenile delinquency,
social maladjustment, etc., the less
work and the less costly are the public
welfare programs. Every dollar of investment in your preventative programs means more than two clo11ars
saved in attempting treatment of
deeply entrenched community and
personal social problems. Socia] maladjustment is like a t.b. or polio germ.
It docs not confine itself to one area.
It spreads from its original source and
pervades the city."
To see the exuberant groups of little
and medium-size Negro boys and girls
in the second-floor recreation room at
Campbell is to see what Miss Freeman
means-when she says, "\Ve use recreation as a means to an encl. Our method
is group work with individuals in small
groups. \Ve want" Christian workers,
because we want to influence our
neighbors to become better citizens,
better Christians, and to lead better
and more satisfying lives-but first of
all to want to be 'that way' because it
is more acceptable."
111e year-round play school meets a
vital need of the littlest children.

I
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"Something happens to those children
while they're with us," Miss Freeman
says. "111ey become better kindergarten children, and their parents seem
to be interested in them."
The pre-school director and Girls'
Club worker, Miss Marion \Voodward,
a U.S.-2 from Memphis, Tenn., .and
now Girls' \Vork director, is an example of the harmonizing influences
Campbell exerts on its members and
the community. Her affectionate acceptance is perhaps best illustrated in
a little episode that took place one
clay during a meeting of a teen-age
club. A friend of the girls was ill. 111ey
asked Miss \Vooclward if she would
pray for him. "Of course I will," she
said. "But first, why don't we all bow
our heads and just say to ourselves
whatever we would like to say." 111cn
she prayed aloud.
To be trusted with prayer for a
friend's we11-being is trust indeed . .
Campbe11 Friendship Honse, in the
teeming midst of the city built on
the sand , has proved it is built on the
rock.
WORLD
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A HERITAGE
This 1·car at tlic Fiftli Asscmblv of The
\Vo111a1;'s Socictl· of CIHistia11· Service
honor 11•ill be paid to four representatives
of the four great women's organizations
ll'hich maclc tlie present \Voman's Societv of Christian Scfl'ice.
Of these representatives three were
presidents of their uniting bodies, one
was one of tl1ree women c/10sen by her
denomination to serve on the ad interim
committee which built tlie structure of
the Board of Missions. These four women
snnbolize in themselves a heritage of
1~•l1ic/1 the \Voman's Society of Christiaii
Service is ever grateful.
Mrs. W. H. C. Goode

Mrs. "\V. H. C. Goode
RS. vV. H. C. Goode of Sidney,
Ohio, was elected president of
the \Voman's Home Missionary Society in 1926 and remained in this office until unification of the Methodist
chmches was accomplished in 1940.
These were exciting years for the
organization and the institutions of
the Society, marked by :~virs. Geode's
fervor in strengthening programs, improving personnel, erecting buildings
to meet ever-pressing needs, and
founding a college for Negro women.
This was cited at the fiftieth anniversary of the \V. H. M. S. as "an
epochal new venture." These institutions dramatically brought alive the
motto of the Society-"For the love
of Christ and in His name." In a
significant way, however, they contributed to the nation. In their services to disadrnntagcd groups. they
canght up the lag between our American creed ancl practices, becoming
thereby lmlwarks for our Christian
democracy.
To a great host of Methodist women, -rvfrs. Goode opened the way to
more abundant living. Under her challenge they found use for their talents
and powers. She made them conscious
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of gifts they did not know they possessed. Recently Mrs.- Goode said: "I
thank God for allowing me to do this
work which I loved so sincerely, with
the cooperation of those who felt a
similar call in the home land."
Mrs. Goode began her career when
she attended a meeting of the Belfontaine district, Ohio Conference, to
talk on the problems of Mexican students. "Here began," she said, "an
entirely different type of church work
that I knew nothing about, but the
minister's wife-my very good friendpersuaded me to try it ·o ut. So through
the years I have tried to serve those
citizens in our country needing help
and those who are yearning to give it."
The world in the past few years has
mo1·cd fast. Mrs. Geode's leadership
has been tested and proved. \Ve, who
worked with her and have benefitted
because of her wisdom, high courage,
statesmanship, and devotion, rise up to
call her blessed.
liy l\fas. DAvm D. JoNES

organization of the new Board of Missions. As I worked with her in those
months I came to appreciate why she
had been chosen as a representative of
Methodist Protestant women. From
the first meeting she showed a sound
judgment and a practical understanding of the work ahead of us-and of
the deeper meaning of the unity we
were trying to achieve.
In January, 1940, she joined with
the late Mrs. J. \V. Shell (president of
the Methodist Protestant women) and
the late Bettie S. Brittingham (who
was to become the first editor of The
Metlwdist \Voman) in a letter for
unification with The Methodist
Church. One can almost hear the
voice of Mrs. Rosenberger in the sentence: "Let's start with this first meeting by making an extra-special effort
to begin anew; not to be content until
we have enlisted every woman in the
cause of the local church, the cause
of home missions, the cause of foreign
missions, but under one united banner
and one organization."
In the years I worked with Mrs.
Rosenberger she showed the radiance
by which the follower is recognized.

by Mns.

FRANCIS
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J. McCONNELL

Mrs. S. "\V. Rosenberger

I

FIRST met Mrs. Rosenberger
through the ad interim committee
which was appointed to draw up the

Mrs. S. W. Rosenberger

[237]

25

f..

!
!

I

:Mrs.

J. '"· Perry

RS . J. \V. Perry has long been
regarded as a God-given missionary leader of lVIethodist women.
Through her ever-widening influence
the result of her efficient leadership
and creative ability, she has become a
versatile and unforgettable personage
throughout church circles.
~if rs. Perry is a very smart woman.
Probably the smartest thing she ever
did was to get a good start by being
born the only daughter of Vlilliam
and Susan Tucker. And along with
this heritage of a truly Christian home,
she started out in life with seven
brothers. One of the brothers, Dr. I-I.
C. Tucker, was for sixty years a missionary in Brazil, where he founded the
People's Central Institute. His interests and activities were so far-reaching
that the Brazilian government conferred on him the high honor of
"Knight of the Order of the Southern
Cross."
Mrs. Perry's fond parents named
her Clara. Clara Tucker's girlhood
home was in Nashville, Tennessee.
Here she was educated at Dr. Price's
Nashville College for Young Ladies, a
famous institution of higher learning
which is no longer in existence.
A second smart thing our unforgettable, versatile woman did, was to
marry Dr. J. Vl. Perry ( 1893), a Methodist minister of the Holston Conference, who rendered notable service as
Secretary of Home Missions, and in
the general conferences of his church,
as well as in the pastorate.
~1rs. Perry was considered an ideal
preacher's wife-a background which
was to become a valuable asset in an
enlarged field of service. She was sev-

M

Mrs. J. W. Perry

era] times president of the missionary
organization of the Holston Conference and was influential in bringing
about the union of the Home and Foreign Mission Societies. And she labored valiantly to improve the status
of women with regard to enlarged opportunities for service within the
church.
A member of the 'Voman's Missionary Council since 1910, Mrs. Perry
became president of that body in 1931,
succeeding the late Mrs. F. F.
Stephens. She was the only woman
member of the Commission on Methodist Union. She was a delegate to the
General Conference of 1922, to the
Uniting Conference of 1939, and to
the first General Conference of the
re-united Methodist Church in 1940.
After Dr. Perry's death in 1954 Mrs.
Perry moved to Chattanooga, Tennessee, where, appropriately enough, she
lives on Missionary Ridge. Here, happy
and alert, she keeps busy with varied
duties in the local church, city mission board, Sunday school class, and
social and welfare organizations. She
keeps a fresh outlook on life and world
events, and is wise with the wisdom
that comes from a lot of living.
Of her three children, the oldest, a
son, died in 1916; a married son lives
in Anniston, Alabama, and her daughter, Catherine, lives with her. The two
find many interesting things to do and
make a pleasant home together.
-by MRs. C. '~r. TuRPIN

Mrs. Thomas Nicholson

A

GLOBAL mind and a world
vision before the days of airplanes
and rocket missiles! A pioneer in peace
organization before the United Nations! A leader in international missionary concerns before a 'Vorld Council of Churches or a Ghana! TI1e
North American chairman of a commission to study the status of women
twenty-five years before Amsterdam!
These are the phrases that begin to
characterize Evelyn Riley Nicholson.
My personal acquaintance with Mrs.
Thomas Nicholson began in 1936
when my husband and I went to
Cornell College, Mount Vernon, Iowa.
At this Methodist college "Miss
Evelyn Riley" hacl been head of the
department of Latin literature from

Mrs. Thomas Nicholson

1906 until her marriage to Bishop
Nicholson in 1917.
In 1932 the Nicholsons returned to
Mount Vernon to make that lovely
college town their permanent home.
Guests from around the world were
graciously welcomed to her home
circle. Heavy correspondence from missionaries, from those working on unification plans for The Methodist
Church, and from international leaders came across her desk.
From 1921 to 1939 Mrs. Nicholson
was president of the Vi/oman's Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. She became
one of the "architects" of the 'Voman's
Division of Christian Service.
Twenty years ago, when one Board
of Missions of TI1e Methodist Church
was being wrought out, the exact part
which women's organizations should
play was a vital issue. I remember the
voice of Mrs. Nicholson raised firmly,
but never stridently, for cooperation
but not for assimilation. I saw a note of
encouragement which Dr. John R.
l'vlott wrote to her: "I firmly believe,"
he said, "that your Society should preserve its complete autonomy and individuality and freedom. Herein lies
the secret of its power and of its wonderful fruitfulness."
Mrs. Nicholson gives credit to women in many lands for the growth of the
idea for a 'Vorld Federation of Methodist 'Vomen. She, however, was the
spirit behind the forrnation of the
Federation and, in 1939, became its
first president.
An educator, a "first lady," an administrator, a writer, a builder! E\•elyn
Rilev Nicholson continues to hold ;1
plac~ in the world of ideas and idea ls.
-by MRS. FHANK G. BROOKS .
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and mission
ave been organi:i:ed for Ch risti an Service since 1869
he Wo m an·~ Divi ; ion of
meets, through its mill ion
31,000 Soci eti es a nd more
an annua l bud ge t of mo re

Chri stian Se rvice, organiz ed in 1940,
and a half me mbe rs in mo re than
th an 5,000 W es leyan Se rvice Guild s,
than e igh t million dollars,

mo re than 2,000 deaco nesses , mi ss ionaries, and employed workers,
app roxi mately 320 projects in hom e field s,
CONTRIBUTES

to approximately 800 projects in foreign fi e ld s,

TEACHES

mi ss ion courses to more than 21 ,000 wom en in school s
of mi ss ion s each summ e r,
wit h th e Di vis ion of National Mi ss ion s and th e Di vis ion of
Wor ld Mi ss ion s, and with ot h e r Me thodist Boa rd s and committees,

COOPERATES
SHARES

with the lnterboard Committee on Mi ssiona ry Education in plans
for the mi ss ionary education of children and youth (current Me thodist
church school enro llm e nt o f young people and children : 4,094,876) ,

ACQUAINTS

Method ist wom en in every jurisdiction with groups from th e 40,000
stude nts 'from ove rseas now attending sc hool in thi s country,

INAUGURATED during the pa st ten years fift een Seminars on the United Nation s in
N ew York City in whic h 700 m en and women of eve ry state participated,
in spirational a nd recreational " Gui ld W eekends" annually for more
PROVIDES
than 15,000 employed women,
PARTICIPATES in in te rd enominationa l, int e rfaith, inter -church and ec um enical work
and as a unit in the World Fede rati on of Methodi st Women,
WORKS

in 32 countries, includ ing th e United States and its territo ri es ,

PRODUCES

study books (25 0 ,000 copi es in 1956-5 7 ) 2 magazines,
fi e ld Iiterature, programs, repor ts,

AND
HAS GIVEN

in 16 years ( 1941 - 57 ) to the mi ssiona ry enterp ri se $ 83,426,734.

niind - body - spirit

Teachi ng use of farm tools
at Old Umtal i, Southern Rhodesia

Getting ready for tomorrow
Alma Ma t hews House, New York City

Na vajo Methodist School
girl stud ent,
Farm in gton, New Mnico
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Prayers by Wonien
Dy FLORENCE DOOPER
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F one could focus the prayers of
women throughout the ages, what
an outburst of spiritual brilliance one
would see! Ascription, petition, adoration, praise would flow in crystal light
across even the darkest hours of history.
Unutterable yearning for the gift
of the Holy Spirit, vibrant love for the
Lord Jesus, would shine out of women's hours alone, often in an agony
of upreach toward Goel. Assurance in
uncertain or highly dangerous situations, confidence in God's loving guidance through an unknown future
would illumine even our doubtful
minds.
l\fost prayers are unrecorcledknown only to God and the praying
woman. But some, written down, have
come to us through the patient research of editors like Selina F. Fox,
l\fary \V. Tileston. and D. J. Fleming.
Many prayers have been set to music,
and introduce feminine grace and
evangelical piety to church hymnals.
Only a few can be quoted within the
space limits of this article. I seriously
recommend fuller study, that readers
may catch the glory of many lights
radiating from the meeting of God
with open-minded women.
To begin at a Biblical beginning,
hear l\1Iiriarn, as, "with dancing and
timbrels," sl1e sang the wonders of
deliverance:
Sing to the Lord, for He has
triumphed gloriously;
The horse and his rider He has
thrown into the sea-" 1
Hear Deborah, after a great national victory:
To the Lord will I sing;
I will make melody to the God of
Israel 2
1
:.?

r

F..i-od11s 15 :21.
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And Mary, the mother of Jesus,
the Magnificat:

111

My soul magnifies the Lord,
And my spirit rejoices in God, my
Sa1•ior 3
Not all prayers are admirable. The
plea of the mother of the sons of
Zebedee for preferment for her children fell on deaf ears, so far as Jes us
was concerned. There arc bad, selfish
prayers, as well as honest, generous
ones. Then there are those which lie
in a neutral zone, half good, half had.
The Samaritan woman, asking for
the water of life (John 4:15) was praying for the highest good, although her
request was motivated, doubtless, by
a wholly mundane desire to avoid
carrying heavy jars from the well . As
her knowledge and understanding of
Jesus increased, prayer for material
benefits was transmuted into earnest
seeking after spiritual refreshment. A
necessary element in real prayer is
sincere truthfulness. The ill woman
who, in fear and trembling, fell down
before Jesus and "told Him the whole
truth" (Mark 5':33) was, by that very
telling, assnred of His ready response
and of her own physica) healing.
By what hard cxpcric1iccs did L1cly
Juliana of Nonvich in the fourteenth
century arrive at the deep-rooted, mature confidence expressed 111 her
prayer:

"O God, of Thy goodness give me
Tll\'sclf, for only in Thee have I
all." 4
How did the Eternal strengthen the
sixteen-year-old Lady Jane Grey as, in
the Tower of London, she faced execution for her innocent part in an attempt
to seize the throne of England:
"O Ivfcrcifol God , Be Thou now unto me a strong tower of defence . Gi\'C
• l. 11/:c l :46.
"From A Chain of Prayer A(Tnss t!1r. Aoc.'i,
compilccl hy Fox, png'c 20.l.....:_(All q11otn.tio11g from
thi~ hcok 11sccl fry !'pcci:tl permission of the puhli ~h c rs , E. P. Dutton & Co. Inc .• New York City.)

me grace to await Thy leisure, and
patiently to bear whatever Thou doest
unto me; nothing doubting or mistrusting Thy goodness towards me ...
only arm me, I beseech Thee, with
Thine armour, that I may stand
fast ... " 5
Theresa of Avila, energetic, practical
saint of the sixteenth century, is said
to have prayed:
"Govern all by Thy wisdom, 0
Lord, so that my soul may always be
serving Thee as Thou dost will and
not as I may choose. Do not punish
me. I beseech Thee, by granting that
,,·hich I wish or ask, if it offend Thv
10\'C which would always live in me.
Let me die to nwself that so I mav
scn·c Thee: let m~ live to Thee, wh~
in Thyself art the true life." G
Even in the very early nineteenth
century, women's prayers voiced eagerness to be delivered from over-busyness.
Mrs. Maria Hare, wife of an English
country rector, prayed:
"Let not the cares or duties of this
life press on us too heavily; but lighten
our burdens, that we may follow Thy
way in quietness." 7
Mme. Guyon, mystic of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, imprisoned for her faith, and later banishec1 from her home, rejoiced:
"l'vfv Lord, how full of sweet content
I pass my years of banishment!
\\lhcrc'cr I dwell, I dwell with Thee,
In heaven, in earth, or on the sea ...
I can be calm and free from care
On any shore, since Goel is there." s
Eighteen prayers in Tlic Metl10dist
Hymnal carry further the great prayer
theme. Adelaide Procter sings:
"l\1£y Goel, I thank Thee, who hast
made the earth so bright,
So full of splendor and of joy,
beauty and light ...
r. From Pra'\'C,.s, Ancient aud i\[odrru, Tilr.cfa 11 ,
pa ~c 118.
·
"From Pm"\'C1'S . A11cic11t aud 1'1odcn1, Tifc sto11,
pa;::c 15.
~
1 From A Cl1ain of Pm;,•cr Acl'oss the Af1CS, Fox.
122.
• From The Methodist Hymnal No. 334.

pa~ c
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l thank Thee. too ... that in the
darkest spot of earth some love is
found." n
Every year at Christmas time thousands of hearts arc moved by Emily
Elliott's Christmas prayer:
"O come to my heart, Lord Jesus,
There is room in my heart for Thec." 1 0
:rviary A. Lathbury in a prayer of
C\'cning worship wrote:

"'110 of us has not prayed with
Charlotte Elliott:
"Just as I am without one plea
But that Thy blood was shed for
n1c"? 12
Or with Mary A. S. Barber:
"Prince of Peace, control my will" 1 a
1110usands have found assnrance in
Annie S. Hawks' "I need 111ce every
hour" which puts our Lord in the very
center of everyday living.14
Frances R. Havcrgal prayed:
"]\faster, speak, Thy servant hcarcth"
and
"Take nw life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee"
and also the militant, almost gay:
"True-hearted, whole-hearted, faithful
and loyal,
King of our lives, by Thy grace we
will be ..." 1 5
Fanny J. Crosby, from the depths of
blindness, prayed:
"Saviour, let me walk with Thee"
and
"Let me feel Thy cleansing power"
and

32
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The prayers for children arc especially endearing-and applicable to
grownups, too:
"Saviour, like a shepherd lead us" 1s
"God, make my life a little light" rn

"Lord, when we have not any light
And mothers arc asleep,
Then through the stillness of the
night
Thy little children keep." :?O
Christina Rosetti, the woman writer
of prayers probably most often quoted,
is both illuminating and practical. She
asks "for trust in God" and "for shelter in temptation" and strength
··against harsh judgment." Also:
"Make us long-suffering and patient,
cordial and sympathizing, kind and
21
good
and
"Bv Thv holv love nnd fear, keep
us from sins o.f temper and of the
tongue." 22
Georgina Gollock, at one time editor of the International Review of Missions, in her prayer for missions, shows
keen modem understanding of the outreach of the Christian church:
"Almighty God, Lord of the Nations ... send forth Thv Churc11, in
the spirit of the Incarn~tion to proclaim the message of the Cross.
Ennblc us in ]rnmility and lowliness
... to fo11ow in the footsteps of our
Master ... loving even as He loved.
Remove from us undue pride of
Church or Nation, all dominance and
desire to rule, all faulty ideals, all imposition on others of merely 'Vestcrn
forms; . . . that we may reveal the
Savior of mankind to the men of the
Enst, as He revealed Thee to t11c
world ..." 2 :i

H:

EYen occasional over-sentimentality
docs not inYalidatc the essential value
of these prayers, which voice the upward struggles of the growing Christian.
"From Tlic MctltodiRt llymnal, No. !l.
10 From The llfctltodist H11ninul, No. !l5.
11 From The llfcthodist Hymnal, No. 4·!. ·
12 From T!te Methodist H~•n11ral, No. 19~.
13 From The Mctl1odist H~·mnal, No. 216
"From The Methodist Hymnal, No. 232.
10 Ha,-erg-al hymns: 221, 225, and 255.
1o Croshy hymns: 235, 236, and 248.

"Dear God, our Father ... de.:pcn
our spirits to receive Thy grace." 1 ·1

and the artless:

"Lord of Life, beneath the dome
Of the universe, Thy home,
Gather us, who seek Thy face
To the fold of Tlw embrace
For Thon art nigh:" 11

"Jesus, keep me near the cross"

Katharine Lee Bates, our contemporary, wrote:

The simplest prayers somehow reach
the heart of the .matter. Many have
hccn jotted down by missionaries who
From The ]!fctlwdist H)•mnal, No . 361.
ts From The Methodist Hymnal, No. 337,
Dorothy Th rupp.
10 From
The Methodist I-l)•mual, No. 450,
Jlfatilcla Dctham-Edwards.
'°From Tl1e Methodist H)•m11al, No. 453, Annie
l\lathcson.
!! 1 Ro!'ctti quotations from A CTtaiu of Pra;.•rrs
.1cmss Ilic Ages pages 61, 97, 138, 17,
!!:! Rosetti quotation from Prn;ycrs A11dr11t mu/
Moc/cm, p. 55.
""Gollock prayer, page 168 in A C/iaiu of l'ra)'rr
Across the Ages.
11

were struck by the deep religions understanding they evinced. A previously
illiterate woman in China, taught to
read in a Bible class, prayed at parting:
"Lord, make us Bibles so that those
who cannot read the Book can read
it in us." 2,1
An Ainu woman, one of the aborigines of Japan asked:
"Lord, make a basket of my body
and a bag of my heart, and fill both
full of thyself." 25
\Vomen of Africa, with characteristic spiritual astuteness, pray memorably:
"O Goel, we are thy cooking pots.
Give us the fire and the water that we:
need, so that the food for thy children may not be spoiled and the chil·
drcn go hungry." 20
There is an especial poignancy in
the petition with which many Congo
women begin the clay's work:
"Father, be with me now as I begin
to hoc. You have planned that by working and perspiring people receive their
food. Be with me today as I work together with you." 21

A spiritually keen, illiterate woman
prays:
"O Great God and Good Father ...
As a new mother cares for her babe,
wash thou us and cleanse us for we
have desire to paint ourselves with
the things of the world. Make us dean
and becoming in thy sight ... Forgive
us for all our sins and mistakes. Throw
them all into the pit of forgetting,
because we pray in the name of Jesus
Christ, our Savior, thy Son." 2s
And to complete the circle of special
groups in the life of prayer, from India
comes a prayer for advancing years, by
the distinguished Miss Lena Sorabji:
"O God . . . whose gift is length
of clays, hdp us to make the noblest
use of mind and body in our advancing years ... Take from us all fear of
death and an despair or undue ]ovc of
life, so tlrnt with glad hcnrts at rest
in Thee, we may await the time when
thou shalt call us 110me." !?!l
2.1 The
World at One in Pra;•cr, edited hy
Fleming, page 43. (All quotations from this hook
nsccl by speci:-t1 permission of I-Inrpcr & Bros. New
York pnblishcrs.)
20 Tlie
1Vorld at 011c in Pra;·er edited by
Fleming, page 56.
20 The
1Vorld at One i11 Prayer, eclitecl hy

Fleming-, png-e 94.
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O Christian can take pleasure in
the disunity of the church. It is
no doubt a scandal. Nevertheless,
someone has likened it to Noah's
ark: the stench on the inside would
not be endurable if it were not for
the storm on the outside. \Vith all
its imperfections, the church is the
first body with a world-wide outreach.
It is man's best hope under God.
Ought we not to thank God for
such a day as this? It has been given
to our generation as Christians to
confess our belief in the church universal not just as a creed and a hope,
but as a fact. \Ve can no longer regard
our divisions as if they were a part
of the faith once delivered unto the
saints. Rather, we are summoned to
enter into the oneness that has been
given to us. vVe are called upon to
repent of our disunity, not by beating
our breasts, but by a larger obedience
to Christ who seeks our oneness.
The late Archbishop \Villiam Temple said: "I believe in One Holy
Catholic and Apostolic Church, and
I deeply regret that it does not exist."
Yct from the prospect of the finished
work of the risen Christ, the church
that is one, holy, catholic, and apostolic
does exist. From the prospect of the
end of history, which by faith we
may glimpse, all these things are true of
her. \Ve do not today see their fulfillment, but we do see Jesus who stands
as guarantee of their full realization.
In Him, the church is one, as God is
one. The church is holy because it
belongs to Him. It is an important
holiness, not based on our righteousness but upon our relationship to Him.
This relationship we must proclaim
everywhere. This church is universal.
It is also apostolic, not because of its
historic continuity, but because of its
task, because it is sent. "Just as the
Father has sent me, even so send I
you."
Our subject is "The \Vay to Unity:
Regional Union or Confessional Ecumenicity." This speaks of Christian
unity as desirable. The problem is the
way of it. The two suggested alternatives do not exhaust the possibilities.
For example, unity may be manifested
also through co-operation-at the
local level; at the world level, as in
the \Vorld Council of Churches; in
mission lands, as at Vellore Christian
:rvlcdical College in India where forty-
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THE WAY TO UNITY
Regional Onions or Confessional Bcnmenicity
Dy
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two denominations carry on a united
witness of healing. Likewise, our unity
may be shown in federated churches.
A form of federation is Federal
Union. There is surely something to
be said for it, for it offers means of
fulfilling both denominational incentives and ecumenical incentives. Yet
ecclesiastical leaders do not appear to
have taken it seriously.
The alternatives of regional union
and confessional ecumenicity are live
issues. My plea is that these two aspects of Christian unity are not
mutually exclusive. \Vhere necessary,
Methodists may surely join in regional
plans of union and at the same time be
faithful to their \Vesleyan heritage.
They have indeed already done so. The
real way to unity is faithfulness to
our apostleship. The way to realize
oneness is the missionary road. For
as the churches have set forth in
missionary obedience, they have found
others on that same road obeying the
same Lord's command. So, increasingly, they have walked together.
\Valking together, they have more
and more worked together. Then, if
they work together, why not be together, so entering into their rightful
inheritance? But if the missionary
road leads us to unity, we have even
then only arrived where the New
Testament starts out.
Further than this, I want to say
three things: I. Christians are one. II.
The world does not know that we
are one. III. Let us show that we are
one, so that the world may know.
\Vhat is it that the world is to
know? That we are one? No, but that
by our unity the world may know that
Jesus has been sent and that God
loves the world!

K.

~IATHE\\7 S

I. Cliristfans are one. This is indeed
evident in the New Testament. Moreover, there the church is portrayed as
organically one. It is the body of
Christ and therefore must be one.
\Vhen the New Testament speaks of
the church, it is the whole church
which is referred to. \Vhen it speaks
of churches, it means not denomina·
tions but local congregations. The
local congregation is the whole of the
church in that place. So it is that Paul
addresses the church at Corinth in
Christ. It is of interest that the
"Scheme of Church Union" in Ceylon,
now under consideration, states precisely that a given pastorate "represents in that place the same one, holy,
catholic and apostolic church."
In current consideration of Christian unity, I sometimes feel that too
much is made of John 17, while insufficient attention is given to other
parts of the New Testament, notably
Paul's letters. For example, our Lord's
prayer "that they all may be one; ...
that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me," is often used almost as
a proof text in support of a particular
kind of monolithic unity. Sometimes
it is used to support the view that
the church is just one in spirit. This
prayer for oneness is repeated four
times, twice with reference to the
world believing that Jesus was sent.
But little attention is given to the
fact that in three out of the four times
Jesus describes that oneness in terms
of his own oneness with the Father,
"as we are one." It is not a unity of
identity of persons, but of identity of
purpose. He further describes it: "even
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in
thee," or again, "all mine are thine,
and thine arc mine." It tells of a great
[ 245]
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mutuality. Can our understanding of
the unity of the churches today be
anything less than such a mutual recognition and fellowship?
It is worth noting the setting of
John 17. John 16 concludes with the
well known words: "In the world you
have tribulations; but be of good cheer,
I have overcome the world." John 17
in the context suggests that the way
of overcoming the world is by the
church manifesting its oneness, so that
the world may know God loves it
through Jesus who has been sent.

T

HOUGH the New Testament
makes it plain that Christians are
one, that unity was often threatened.
How clear Paul makes this in his First
Epistle to the church at Corinth! In
chapter one he addresses a church under
threat of sc11ism. Some were attracted at
the eloquence of Apollos; others were
turned aside by the authority of Peter;
still others out of sentimental loyalty
to Paul; while others based their party
spirit on Christ himself. Then Paul
asks the intentionally absurd question:
"Is Christ divided?" This is meant to
be answered with a thundering "No!"
Then all the way to the end of the
third chapter the apostle with one
resounding blow after another asserts
that the church is one: because there
is one Christ; there is one source of
life; there is one message-the Cross;
there is one Spirit; there is one God;
there is one foundation. Then he
crowns all this by reminding his people
how rich they are together. "For all
things are yours, whether Paul or
Apollos or Cephas or the world or life
or death or the present or the future,
all are yours; and you are Christ's; and
Christ is God's."
In chapters ten and eleven unity is
threatened by apostasy, by denial
that "Jesus is Lord" and turning to
idols. Here Paul replies by pointing to
the Supper of the Lord, in which the
drama of Christian oneness was enacted daily in Corinth. This feast at
the Lord's table was at the same time
a remembrance of Him; it was also an
anticipation of Him, for the very act
proclaimed "the Lord's death until
he comes"; it was a present participation in Him-a fellowship, a koinonia
of all Christians.
The Corinthian church was also
torn by heresy-the arrogant idea that
34
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one Christian or group of Christians
does not need the others. This Paul
discusses in chapter twelve, concerning
spiritual gifts. Are there not those
today who justify their partisanship by
begging that their unique heritage
must be presen ed intact at all costs?
But the apostle asserts that at the
very point of our uniqueness, we must
acknowledge our oneness; for unique
gifts of the Spirit are given "for the
common good."
II. Tile world does not know we
are one. Our oneness is like the other
side of the moon, which the world
never sees. Our disunity is placarded
before men. In confronting the world's
disunity, what testimony and example
do we set forth? In the face of the
apartl1eid policy in South Africa, is
there one church symbolizing that all
men are one? No, there are thirteen
hundred sects, all, however feebly,
claiming to be inspired of Christ! In
India, troubled by the divisiveness of
language and province, there are still
scores of denominations. In Japan,
where Japanese Christians left to
themselves established a United
Church of Christ, Christian sects have
nearly doubled since pre-war days, inspired largely by the 'Vest. In Central
Africa, while in name there is a Church
of Christ in the Congo, in fact nearly
forty churches and missions carry on.
Protestant missions were not always
so fragmented. In this very year we
celebrate the 250th anniversary of the
sending out of the first Protestant missionaries to go anywhere. They went
to Tranquebar in India. It was an
ecumenical mission. In 1706 the King
of Denmark wished to send out missionaries. But he did not have enough
money. The Anglican Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel, only lately
established in England, helped with
funds. And he did not have the men.
He reached out to the Lutheran
Church in Gennany where the Pietist
movement supplied the first two mis·
sionarics, Bartholomew Ziegenbalg and
Henry Plutschau. Incidentally, Ziegenbalg kept a journal which a few years
later was read in England by none
other than Suzanna 'Vesley! It was at
Tranquebar in 1919 that talks began
which resulted in the formation of
the Church of South India, the most
extensive union of Protestant traditions
in Christendom.
1

!vloreover, this year also marks the
150th anniversary of the famous "Haystack Prayer Meeting" at Williams
College in Massachusetts. From this
impromptu gathering came the establishment of the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions.
\Vhile today it is the mission board
of the Congregationalists, it was in
the beginning an interdenominational
missionary society. In our present-day
emphasis on ecumenical missions, we
are merely returning to where our forefathers started out.
The world also sees our disunity at
the very point where our oneness
should be most evident-at the Lord's
Table. The familiar use of the term
"communion" as synonomous with
"denomination" is a measure of our
separation. It is a mystery to me why
the sacraments should divide us. Why
should our divisions center around
the ministry of the sacraments rather
than the seemingly far move vital and
basic ministry (from the instructional
standpoint) of the 'V ord? Yet on reflection, if the first apostles could make
the last supper with Jesus an occasion
for debate about which one of them
was the greatest, it is small wonder
that we too should go astray!
In mission lands this question is
far from academic. The great Indian
Anglican bishop, Azariah of Dornakal,
was most insistent on this point. He
said years ago: "Unity may be theoretically a desirable ideal in Europe,
but it is vital to the life of the church
in the mission field." Again he said:
"The divisions of Christendom may
be a source of weakness in Christian
countries, but in non-Christian lands
they are a sin and a scandal."

0

NCE it was thought that Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar might lead large numbers of India's 60,000,000 untouchables
into Christianity, but they turned back
when they observed the divided state
of the churcll. A number of years ago
nearly a million outcastes, toddytappers they were, in South India decided to enter the church as a body.
Orthodox Hindus raised among them
the disconcerting question, "wJ1id1
church will you join?'' 111ey had .supposed there was only one church. 111eir
enthusiasm waned, for having had
experience of disunity in Hinduism,
they desired no more of it.
WORLD
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III. Let us slww that we arc one,
so tl1at t11c world may know that Jesus
has been sent and that God loves the
world. It should be said that it is possible to over-emphasize Christian unity
as an end in itself. If we seek the re·
union of the churches as the supreme
good, we may fail in our task of confronting men everywhere with the supreme Gospel.
Though we have seen that the
Church is by nature an organic unity,
it need not necessarily be an organiza·
tional union in any monolithic sense.
Indeed, we may doubt the wisdom of
such a structure, especially if very
large in membership, or set in the
midst of vast populations and covering
a wide geographical expanse. This does
not mean that without organizational
merger we may not avail ourselves of
the values of other traditions. \Vho
can say just because we honor the
\Vesleys, that St. Francis of Assisi,
Luther, Calvin, Cranmer, and even
John the Baptist are not also ours!
One way to unity is the way of
confessional ecumenicity. Some would
say the two words used together are
a contradiction. It was generous of
world-wide Methodism to surrender
the word "ecumenical" from its designation, even though we were the first
so to use the term. In any event during
the past eighty-five years no less than
eight Protestant "families" have embarked on this way of expression of
their oneness.
HAT binds together a confessional body? In the case of Angelicans, it is mainly an institutionthe episcopacy. \Vith the Baptists it is
an idea-independence, so that they
must gather together periodically if for
no other reason than to remind one another that they intend to go right on
being independent! The Lutherans are
united by a history and a need. Surely
the very fact of rallying to the support
of "orphaned" German missions during two world wars has made the
Lutheran \Vorld Federation the
strongest of the world-wide confessional bodies. \Vhat of us Methodists?
\Ve have a heritage. \Ve cannot readily
share a heritage, but we can demon·
strate it in action. And in what better
way than by understanding that heritage more fully with all its theological
richness and evangelistic passion? So
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together and simultaneously may we
not address ourselves to the unfinished
task of proclaiming the Good News
wherever we can? In action together
the cause of unity would be furthered.
The oneness of Christian fellowship
becomes a reality as we embark together in service and apostleship.
That regional unity is also a way to
Christian unity is abundantly clear.
Incentives are many. \Vhere nonChristian religions arc resurgent, there
is strength, and maybe even survival, in
unity. Then, too, our names for
younger churches may be something
less than helpful to them, if not, at
times, ludicrous. Today, with nationalism as strong as it is in India, it does
not help a Christian Indian to be
known as an American Methodist, or
a British Methodist, or even a WesJeyan Methodist, though Free Methodist may be a useful designation!
More compelling to them is the oneness of the New Testament Church as
a strong incentive toward union for
Christians who today are themselves
still in their first Christian century.
Bishop Lesslie Newbigin once told me
that in the negotiations for union in
South India, for years each denomination tried to insist that its own point
of view prevail. Finally, they agreed
on one thing only: that union was
the will of God. Having said, "Thy
will be done," they went on rapidly
to fulfillment. That achievement in
1947, six weeks after India's independence, is significant for church history
in no less a measure than the freedom
of India is m the annals of that
country. In church union nowadays,
the younger churches show the way!
There is a rather natural fear on the
part of the "parent" churches that
when their counterparts in other lands
join in united churches, they arc lost
to them. Here the figure of marriage
is useful; for it can be viewed either
as the "loss" of a child or as the
"gain" of a child, and perhaps some
grandchildren too! The fact that at one
particular conference there were representatives from the United Church of
Canada, from the Church of South
India, and from Kyodan in Japan, all
of which are partly Methodist, testifies
that regional unions and confessional
ecumenicity are not contradictory.
\Ve need to remember that the reunion of churches is not merely a

"coming back" but a "bringing back";
possibly bringing back the very qualities we sought when events of history
caused our fathers to leave a former
Christian fellowship. Have we not
often erred by allowing leaders of
churches with a more rigid and restricted view of the ministry and the
sacraments to set the standards and
to set the pace in discussion of church
union? \Ve too have a view of the
church. How many Methodists understand that we too have a view of orders
and membership and sacramental service? In 1952 at Lund it was declared
that "the nature of the unity toward
which we are striving is that of a visable fellowship in which all members
acknowledging Jesus Christ as living
Lord and Saviour, shall recognize each
other as belonging to His Body, to
the end that the world may believe."
If this be our aim, may we not with
humility say that we have already come
a long way toward it? Though we are
ready to learn from others, the people
called Methodists already recognize
the free interchange of qualified ministers and members; we are ready for
full intercommunion and intercelebration of the sacrament among those
who confess Jesus as Saviour and Lord.
This is not a position from which we
need timidly to retire!
Finally, until we do achieve a fuller
measure of Christian unity, we will do
well to follow the advice of that fine
Christian statesman, \Villiam Paton,
to begin now "to act as if we were
united."
But perhaps the very last word
should be left to an African Christian,
John \Vesley Shungu. In the African's
picturesque way he told me of some
villagers who went out to hunt an
elephant. One of them shot the elephant. The problem then was to drag
the beast back to the village. The one
who killed it tried as hard as he could
to pull it alone, but it would not
budge. \:\Then all of them put their
ropes around it and pulled together,
the job was easy. As they tugged, they
sang, "Our elephant! Our elephant! "
But the others heard the successful
hunter sing, "My elephant! My elephant!" Then they stopped. It was
only as they all worked together and
all sang together that they could make
the animal move. \Ve must go and do
likewise!
[ 247]
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\VO problems wrinkling The
l\Jethodist Church's brow today
arc those of the potential young minister who becomes discouraged early
in his career and turns to another
field, and the small church of a few,
but often wcll-educated, members unable to support a trained, full-time
minister.
On the Simpson College campus at
Indianola, Iowa, a project which may
help answer both these perplexities
has mo\'cd into its second decade.
And the record of this pioneer Simpson
Town and Country program, together
with its action arm, the \;\,Tarrcn
County Group l\1Iinistry, shows
achievements which have Jed other
institutions to set up similar programs
and should lead still more to do so.
Supported financially by the Division of National Missions of 111C
Methodist Church, Simpson College,
the Iowa-Des l\foines Annual Conference, and by the churches involved,
the program was launched in 1946
with twelve student charges. 111c
group ministry has grown until now
it includes all twenty churches in
\Varren
County- including four
which were reopened-ranging from
thirteen members in the smallest to
1,323 in the county-seat First Methodist Church at Indianola. Most of
the churches have fewer than 300
members.
Other parts of the Town and Country program touch churches as far as
100 miles from Indianola. A typical
year finds ele,·cn college men and
two women in the program, serving as
ministers, assistants, and religious education workers, learning, helping a
needy church, and earning a salary to
help pay for their education.
Has the program been successful in
its original purpose to provide professional leadership for the churches
of \Varren County and to provide
classroom and supervised field work
and training for Simpson students who
are preparing themselves for full-time
professional church vocations?
Two statements made recently to
the program's director supply an answer. One is from the church school
superintendent in one of the small
churches:
"\Vc have been fortunate to have
had ministry from men who ... will
become top men in our conference
36
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• One of tlze clzurches in the Warren Count)' GroufJ Ministry f1rogram. Student Pastor, Richard lliacFarland, right, chats after the service with one of the
families.

Simpson College
through the group m1111stry program.
\Ve realize that our small church could
never have received the services of
this type of men on the basis of fulltimc employment."
The second observation was made
by a former student in the program,
now a town and country minister in
the Iowa-Des Moines Conference:
"It made the difference in my becoming discouraged with the ministry
and remaining in it!"
A partial tabulation of visible
changes within the group ministry
churches includes these:
One church almost doubling membership.
One charge going from $45 monthly
in minister's salary to $3,500 annually.
Twenty redecorating projects averaging $1,600 each.
Eleven new worship centers.
Four robed choirs.
Nine every-member canvasses.
"For everything we've clone, however, there arc more things to do,"

notes the program's director, the Rev.
Donald H. Koontz.
Back of these and other gains is careful planning, a thorough understanding and full support of the program
by the churches themselves, the college
and its president, Dr. \Villiam E. Kerstetter, and church administrative
officials.
Director Koontz, an authority in the
field of rural sociology and town and
country work, serves as counselor for
all churches and their laymen and
the student ministers. I-le also teaches
six hours at Simpson, where he holds
the rank of assistant professor with
full tenure, and serves as executive
secretary of the Iowa-Des :Moines Conference Town and Country Commission .
A lay council of eighty members,
made up of four persons from each
group ministry church meets annually
and on call. A clergy council made
up of the fifteen full-time and student
ministers and workers meets monthly.
WORLD
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Both of these councils provide a forum
for an exchange of ideas and plans
within the \Varren County ministry
and also sponsor group activities such
as a soil conservation program and a
scholarship fond.
As for the students, an intensive
plan of study, inspiration, and service
has been worked out by college and
church officials. Guidance is given each
student toward special courses that
will best equip the student to carry
on his off-campus work and at the
same time aid him in his on-campus
activities.
Students work up gradually to responsibilities. Freshmen and sophomores are placed as assistants to juniors
and seniors who have been assigned to
a charge by the district superintendent
after consultation with !\!fr. Koontz
and other college officials.

"111e C0°operation of the district
superintendent is a vital part of the
program," asserts l\1r. Koontz, who
emphasizes that he as director is in
no wise another district superintendent, but rather acts as liaison man
between the conference program and
the stud en ts.
Des Moines District Superintendent
Howard P. Buxton agrees that the
program gives invaluable help in supen1ising the student ministers who
must be assigned churches if all the
pulpits are to be filled. Bishop F.
Gerald Ensley of the Iowa Area also
points out the value in the supervisory aspects of the program.
Individual conferences between Mr.
Koontz and the students are held regularly, and there is a weekly group
breakfast meeting before the students
leave for Sunday sen1ices. Each stu-

dent is also required to make a
monthly written report, both to provide a check on his work and to teach
him the importance of reports in the
church's work.
It is in these personal conferences
that the students find guidance on
problems that might othenvise go
unsolved and pile up frustrations to
the point where the student would
drop his plans for entering the ministry. Help is also given on such things
as conducting a funeral for the first
time, meeting with an official board,
and other similar parish situations.
111e student is required to take
courses in church administration and
is encouraged to take work in the field
of rural sociology, in addition to the
usual liberal arts pre-theological trainmg.
Not only does the program give the
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•(Above) Richard MacFarland, left,
Simf1s011 student in the Town and
Country Grou/1 Ministry Program,
confers with Director Donald H.
Koontz.

• (Left) Student Pastor MacFarland visits one of his t1arishio11ers.
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• Program Jmrticijmnts are gi1ests of District S11J>eri11tendent Howard P. Buxton, lower left corner, and Simj1so11 College President. TVillimn E. Kerstetter, facing camera at center rear (1mder the door knobs) at luncheon in college's
Pfeiffe1· Hall.

small churches ministerial, educational,
youth work, and music leadership
which it otherwise might not have,
but it also provides a number of other
sen1ices, including a bu1letin service,
vacation church school supplies, library
facilities, and benefits from the talents
of ordained ministers in the county.
Since Director Koontz is also an ordained minister, Holy Communion
and other parts of the church's ritual
arc readily available to participating
clmrchcs.
Throughout the program is an emphasis on the importance of the small,
rural church in The Methodist
Church, and one of the biggest rewards coming to directors of the program is to see men come back after
their theological training and ask for
town and country charges and become
leaders in the conference.
Student ministers are required to
maintain a satisfactory scholastic average, and this requirement results in a
careful control of the amount of time
spent in their individual appointments.
rl11is keeps an over-energetic student
from spending too much time on his
charge and also gives a boost to the
student who may not be showing
enough effort expended in his pastoral
assignments.
Simpson President Kerstetter and
38
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other college officials point ant many
\'alucs in the program from their standpoint, including the fact that it helps
"create wholesome relationships between the college and the churches by
relating the college directly to every
church to which students are supplied." They also point out the value
in providing an "area of experimentation for students which helps thcni
dccide whether or not they have po-

tcntial for the field in which they are
preparing themselves."
In a five-year period two students
changed their plans about entering
the ministry, but in one year three
have come into the ministry. l\'Ir.
Koontz, in a paper before a National
Town and Country Conference, noted
that if the other nineteen colleges
having some form of this program had
won a similar number of young men
to the ministry it would mean that
"fifty-seven boys made such a decision
under the guidance of the town and
country program."
The superintendent of the Town
and Country Department of the Division of National Missions of The
Methodist Church, the Rev. Dr. Glenn
F. Sanford, sees the group ministry
program as providing the "how" for
doing what he asserts is "one of the
vital phases of work which can, should,
and must be done."
Complete results of the Simpson
College program must await a detailed study. But a preliminary tabulation indicates clearly that a good beginning has been made toward supplying the leadership needed in 12,000 to
14,000 small, rural churches across the
nation and helping to supply the
scores of ministers needed now and
111 yea rs to come.
WORLD
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A first-hand report of the All Africa Church Conference ':'
at Ibadan, Nigeria

THE CHURCH

in Changing Africa
Dy BISHOP NE\''ELL S. BOOTH
O\V Ibadan means more than just
the largest community of Africans on the continent. To the two
hundred members, sixty per cent
Africans and forty per cent missionaries, of the All Africa Church Conference held there from January 10-20
it means an experience of an amazing
fellowship. They came to feel so much
one in spite of the forty languages they
spoke and the twenty-five African
countries and five other continents
from which they came that in the
message of the Churches of Africa
which they sent out, they asked every
congregation in every tongue of Africa
to join them at Easter time as "we declare ourselves to be one in Christ."
The text for the conference was,
"Hear what the Spirit is saying to
the churches." Addresses from eleven
speakers, including Alan Paton of
South Africa and two African Anglican
bishops from Kenya and Nigeria, introduced five topics into which the
program of study was divided: Youth
;me! tlie Family, Economic Life, Politics, Culture cum Religion, and The
Growing Church. There were also
Bible studies on the salvation of man
and the formation of the church.
Reports and resolutions asked the
churches to follow a well-thought-out
program for Christian home and family life. The fact that more than half

N

the people of Africa are under twenty
was cited to arouse serious concern
for church-centered activity for youth
and for the task of Christian Education. There is hope for valuable help
in the new all-Africa curriculum for
Christian education, two-thirds of
which is already in the hands of the
editor. In reporting a pre-conference
study of woman's work, Lady Ibiam,
the hostess of the All Africa Church
Conference, stressed the need for more
and better education for girls and
women.
The fel1owship of planning reached
into the complex and troublesome
problems of the land and economic
life. "\Vhen cultures meet, there is
always tension," said Henry Maku1u
of Northern Rhodesia's copper belt.
Planning is needed in delicate situations like Kenya and South Africa.
The group insisted on the recognition
of the equality of al1 before Goel and
the responsibility of. the church to
"meet people in the present situation
and help them to live according to
the ideals of a responsible Christian
society, creating a conscience whereby
men and women may be sensitive to
injustices which have developed
through industrialization and land
use." The conferences asked for a
thorough study of the land question in
Africa since it is regarded as one of

* The conference was sponsored by the Christian Council of Nigeria ancl the Inten1ational !\rissionary Council with the theme of "The Church in Changing Africa." Bishop Booth was one of the press
officers of the Conference and also one of the regular delegates sent hy the 1\Iethodist branch of the
Church of Christ in the Congo, with :Mrs. Booth as observer and the Rev. Joel Bulaya, Superintendent of the :Methodist District of 1\luhmgwishi, another Congo deleg-ate. Other 1\Iethoclists at the
Conference were as delegates: Gaspar cl'Almcida, Julio 1\riguel, Juel Nordby of Angola, Kenneth
Cho to of Rhodesia, and Per Knut of 1\lozambique; as consultants and ohservers: Bishop Sigg of
Geneva and North Africa, Dr. Floyd Shacklock of the Committee on Literature and Literacy, Glora
\Yysner, of the International 1\Iissionary Council, Professor Don Holter of Garrett, Davicl and V.era
J\tacc of Drew, nnd Dr. Ho Seng Ong, editor of the Afala:ya Ji!cssc11gcr. There were nlso i\tcthod1sts
present from South Africa, Northern and Southern Rhodesia, \Vest Africa, Fiji, Haiti, G.reat n.ritain,
an<l reprcscntath·cs of th-:! African 1\lethoclist Episcopal Church ancl the African :Methochst Episcopal
Zion Church-thirty-one l\lcthodi:;ts in all.
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the greatest barriers to racial peace.
The body commended the policy
of ach·ance towards self-determination
and self-government. It suggested that
the rights of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights be written into
the constitutions of new states, mentioning among others the right to
propagate one's faith, to organize into
trade unions, and to lawful opposition
within and without the legislature.
It also cal1ed for "vigilance wherc\·cr
self-government is achieved Jest any
of these rights be impaired through
electoral or other form of political corruption." There was also insistence that
the Church exercise its prophetic, educational, and pastoral function in the
field of citizenship, yet in penitence
acknowledging "that the image of Goel
within the Church is marred by denominational differences and barriers
of race that divide the Body of Christ."
Aggrey was quoted as saying years ago
in Johannesburg: "The European
clocks say, 'Get there! Get there!' But
the African clocks say 'Take time.
Take time.' " "But now," said JVIr.
Illsley, former president of the Methodist Church of South Africa, "the
position is reversed. The Europeans
are saying, 'give us 25 years,' and the
African clocks beat out, 'Get there!
Get there!' "
The delegates did not forget that
the Church must face non-Christian
religions (as Islam) and paganism and
with the realities, both good and bad,
of African culture. In many parts of
Africa there is great appeal in Islam's
simple method of what to do-in creed
prayer, fasting, a1msgiving, pilgrimage
-"rather than the deeper and more
complicated method of wlwt to be to
be saved of Christianity," as Bishop
Oclutola of Nigeria phrased it.
lVIr. Nketia of the University College
of Ghana outlined the possibility of a
re-creation of worship through the
use of African resources and the application of suitable techniques already
developed in Africa in poetry, music,
and art.
In planning for the growing church
the Ibadan conference asked for a
greater emphasis on recruitment and
training for the ministry and the development of full stewardship and
"total employment" of the laity.
"Mission organization is beginning
to disappear," the section on Church
[ 2 51
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and Mission Relationship reported, as
the missions "are integrated into the
actual indigenous Christian fellowship"
which is the church. ?vlissionaries are
still wanted-but should not exercise
disproportionate influence nor have
unfavorable effect toward the movement for self-support. l'vloney from
outside should be used for pioneer
projects, and new attention should be
given as to workers-called now perhaps not missionaries but fraternal
workers or exchange Christian workers.
I low arc they to be called, trained,
stationed, allowed a part in the life
of the church, given experienced
African guidance? For example, how
can one called to assist in training
African ministers come to know the
life of the church, the surrounding
culture, the actual situation for which
he will be preparing workers?
"Cooperation is not enough," :Mr.
l\facpherson of Kenya said in closing
the report. He had shown how the
emergency in Kenya had helped the
Christian Council there to move ahead
from the usual pattern of discussion
of general policy and the co-ordination
of work in education and medicine and
united action on public questions, to
a realistic facing of needs, to have a
united effort in evangelism, to apply
the evangel to all of life and to make
good past neglect of the urban problems. He cited effective work especially in the promotion of Christian
leadership both lay and clerical.
But tensions develop; there is a sense
of invasion of denominational responsibilities. More corporate links are
needed. Steps are being taken to carry
forward conversations toward church
union. He said we cannot unite in education and medicine unless we also do
in evangelism-not interconfessionally
unless also interracially and intertribally.
Cooperation is not enough-we
must go on to unity. On the African
scene "we see a world devoted to
sectional interests-clan and tribal
interests, racial interests, the interests
of those who 'have' as opposed to
those who 'have not,' irrespective of
their tribal origin or the color of their
skins. Politically there seems no hope
whatever of a solution. Can we then
in the church do anything to heal
these divisions? I think we can ." 111e
church must provide a pilot demonstra-
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• Delegates from the Congo to the All Africa Church Conference. Bisho/J
Booth, left rear, and IY/rs. Baher, right front, of the Disciples Church, were the
only missionary delegates from this cow1lr)'·
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• J'f'omen at the Nigerian meeting. Lady Ibiam, hostess and wife of Sir Francis
I biam, is in. the center of the front row.
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tion of the unity of men in Christ.
The demonstration of unity was
outlined in terms of these projects: a
\Vriting Center to be established in
Africa, an All-Africa curriculum for
Christian education m the local
churches, the continuation of the work
of the International Committee on
Christian Literature for Africa to be
in the Christian Councils of Africa;
studies on "Home and Family Life,"
"ll1e Life and Growth of the Younger
Churches," "Areas of Rapid Social
Change,'' "The Land Question,"
"Islam," "African Contributions to
Christian \Vorship," "111cological
Education"; the international exchange
of Christian workers; perhaps a continuation body or a regional secretary.
The conference set up a committee to
conserve the results of the ten clays

at Ibadan and sec that these things arc
clone.
At Easter the message of the Conference was read in hundreds of the
languages of Africa and gave expression not only to "the astonished joy"
of the transformations that God has
wrought and penitence for the divisions of the church, but also the challenge of the millions who have not
heard the Gospel, and dedication to
facing the still greater changes ahead.
There is hope that fellow Christians
throughout the world will enter the
fellowship and accept the challenge
and the heart of the message: "In the
name of the Father of all men, in the
name of the Son who saved us all, in
the name of the Holy Spirit who inspires us, we declare ourselves to be
one in Christ."
WORLD
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NTEREST in the church in China
persists. This interest is understandable when it is remembered that
much of devotion and self-sacrifice
went into the founding of the church
in China. Some have thought that
with the withdrawal of missionaries,
the Christian movement ceased. It
is altogether possible that missionaries
and board executives were overcautious
during the withdrawal of missionaries
' from China. \Ve tended to gloss over
the harshness and ruthless disposal of
individuals by Communists and called
it agrarian refonn. Now we know it
for what it was and realize that a
spade should have been called a spade.
In my dealing with Communist leaders
I found that even when issues were
sharp I fared much better when I
spoke forthrightly.
Late in 1950 I was going down the
streets of Shanghai when I was accosted by three men who appeared
from a side street. They wanted to
know why it was that Americans persecuted Communist members in America. They were referring to the trial
held in New York which included
such men as Foster and others. I replied "these men have had a fair
trial that extended over nine months,
and it was a trial by jury." "\Vhat
would your procedure be," I inquired,
"if I started out today to advocate the
overthrow of the People's Government? You would not even bother to
call the judge, you would stand me up
against a wall, and lead would be coming my way." They turned back clown
the street.
During the two-year interval-19491951-my movements were confined
to the city of Shanghai. I was free to go
to any part of the city. The small
shopkeeper, the ricksha man-all were
of the mind that the only hope for
China was a third world war. In my
lifetime, I have seen two world wars
and a police action in Korea which
totaled a hundred thousand casualties.
111ese resorts to anns ended up at a
conference table and there the talk
started. No basic issues were settled
at the point of a gun. Has the time
not come for us to dispense with the
shooting and get on with the talk, but
with Christ included at the conference
table.
111ercfore, I turn to what a lay
preacher in Shanghai said to me late
l\f A Y
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in 1950. He had come to my home to
thank me for the help I had been
able to give his church and some 69
new converts. Said he, "\Ve are sorry
to see you go. You have stood in
China's breach with us and have made
us feel that you were our brother."
111cn, there was a pause as if he were
trying to give expression to something
he felt deeply, when he continued,
"But it is either Christ or chaos." It
is from the viewpoint of this lay
preacher I want you to look at your
church in China.
In 1950 the chairman of the Church
\Vorld Service Committee in China
urged that I resign as director and
return to America. I stoutly objected,

mas morning to open my lone package.
That was my undoing. 111cre was a
nice warm padded suit. I remembered
that Paul had written back to the
church to send his worn coat that it
was cold in the prison. So when I
telephoned to thank my friends I asked
if they had it by the grapevine that
I was scheduled for jail. 111ey replied,
"No, we have not heard, but we
wanted you to be ready in case of."

I
\VnY

HAVE THE Col\ll\IUNISTS

SUCCEEDED IN CHINA?

One of the first things to impress
us in China when the Communists
came into Shanghai was their deter-

WHAT

insisting that I would not leave because of a difficult task. Said my adviser: "It is useless for you to stay in
China. You will not be allowed to do
any work, to preach, to teach, nor to
help with relief. Besides, if you stay,
you will jeopardize the lives of every
Chinese who has been associated with
you." It is one thing to choose a
difficult course of action when only
your own skin is involved. It is quite
another matter to involve others. I
agreed to return to America.
During the six-week wait for my
exit permit, Christmas was celebrated.
No message was allowed to come from
my family in America. Every American by then was becoming suspect.
Some friends sent me a package. The
boy in me could not wait until Christ-

I

mination. Discipline of soldiers, diligence to duty on the part of officials,
all told a story of resolute dctem1ination to make the venture a success.
Coupled with determination was a
fanatic conviction that the party was
destined to re-establish China's rights.
Men and women with a conviction
that they are destined for a task make
a formidable group. From every corner
and billboard were shouted slogans
that it was the Communists who had
freed the people from the tyranny of
fear, favor, and fate. A new day of
hope had dawned for the Chinese people. 111ereafter, it would the peoples'
cause. It would be the people's banks,
schools, highways, and even the Peoples' Government. Heady talk, that!
The very boldness of the Com[ 253 J
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munists attracted certain leaders from
the Christian groups. So impressed was
Y. T. \Vu by their blandishments that
he declared: "Goel is truth, truth is
found in Communism, therefore, in
Communism a man is worshiping truth
which is God." Devious thinking, but
the thinking of a very sincere man.
No doubt you arc wondering how it
was possible for a Chinese Christian
honestly to uphold the Communist
government with its avowed tenets
of atheism? No Christian in his right
mind can accept a philosophy which
is built on the big lie and which denies
through its very intolerance the basic
rights of freedom . Added to all this
arc outright statements that religion
is a superstition and an opiate of the
people and therefore should be eradica tccl.
The Chinese Christian citizen faces
dilemmas that arc soul-searching indeed. It is their country, and six hundred million people could not escape
from the scourge. There is a determination to ride out the storm and bend as
docs the bamboo before the cyclone.
Many improvements cannot be denied.
The country is unified, and the warlord
no longer deals in silver bullets. Industry has been pushed forward. One
Christian writer compared Communism to the Good Samaritan. According
to the statement, the Samaritan was a
heretic as measured by the re1igions
standards of Jesus' day. However, his
help to one in need demonstrated him
to be a true, though unconscious, son
of Goel. A few held out against this
twisting of truth. \Vang Ming Tao was
arrested and held until he recanted and
confessed his "hostile point of view"
and that a benevolent government had
saved him "from the abyss of crime."
Thoroughly brain-washed!
Possibly, the chalking up of success
on the national and international
fronts impressed the people of China
most. 111cir soldiers gave a good account of themselves in North Korea
and demonstrated what the majority
of the Chinese feel-a Chinese so1dicr is as good as any nation's soldier
when feel, clothed, and equipped.
Added to this pride in accomplishment was the rosy promise of land.
Every person in China wants land that
he can call his own. 111e land was to be
redistributed. 111e pitfalls could not
then be foreseen, nor that this was but
42
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an interim gesture to allow the government time to develop the collective
farm program, and to assess heavier tax
burdens.
One of the most strategic moves
made by the Communists as they took
over in China was to make the youth
feel important; that they had a role to
play. Not only were the students to
be in the vanguard of the parades but
they were to help some millions of
people become literate.
There is another side to the picture
and it is not all in favor of the movement. The glowing promises sounded
good, but the party soon let it be
known that it wou1d usurp the place of
the family. 111e family has been
China's social security program. In the
family system each member of the
family had a sense of obligation to every
other member of the family. During
the Japanese war I was working with
the International Red Cross in Shanghai. One of our Chinese workers was
late to work. I inquired if there was
sickness in the family. "No," came the
rep1y, "forty-five of my relatives came
to our apartment last night." He took
pride in the fact that he had been able
to give shelter to his re1ativcs.
111e place and influence of the family has been undermined through an
insistence that each member of the
family report on other members of the
family. A friend came to say goodbye
the day before I sailed from Shanghai
in 1951. He had a family of eight very
interesting children. I inquired about
them. His reply was that the Sunday
gatherings in his home with tl1c children had become meaningless. The
only questions safe for discussion were
those concerned with children's disease. 111ey did not know which member of the family was the spy. Translate
that into the relationships in your own
home, and it sobers!
Another distinct loss to the democratic process in China has been the
invasion of thought life of individuals.
This becomes disturbing when the extent to which it is done is understood.
A layman came into my office one clay
to report how he had been forced at
the point of a gun to make a speech at
a welfare meeting.
"That is where you Americans do
not understand, you are constantly
talking about freedom of speech and

freedom of the press, and here I do
not even have the freedom of silence."

II

How

HAVE THESE PRESSURES

AFFECTED THE C1m1snAN CHURCH?

Possibly the materialism of Communism as over against the spiritual in
Christianity points up the most disturbing element in the relationship of
church and state in China. 111c Communist insists that the world is essentially good, whereas the Christian
has been taught that the world is essentially evil and in need of a Saviour.
111e challenge of loyalty to country
has presented a dilemma to the Christian in the church-Caesar or Christ.
Many have been puzzled because
Christians were coerced into signing
the manifesto which declared that the
church must accept the new democracy
and the common program of the People's Government. Thus the church admitted its past connection with imperialism and agreed to strive to
awaken the church members to a realization of the evils of imperialism and
capitalism.
In principle the church agreed to
discontinue the use of foreign money
in the support of its program. The
carrying out of the plan was to be
worked out in cooperation with the
government. T11c church undertook
to become (a) sclf,supporting, (b)
self-governing, and ( c) self-propagating. 111ese objectives for self-initiative
agree with what missions has been trying to do. But the moment these become tools to force dependence upon
the government, at that moment the
church becomes the slave of an "ism."
111esc are days of crisis for the Christian Church in China. 111e Christian
way of life is threatened by a way
which denies God. In such an hour we
would do well to examine our witness.
Under such circumstances it would be
easy to become the victim of atomic
jitters and forget the faith by which we
live. A faith in Him makes us dare to
face uncertainties in every generation
with enthusiasm for daring adventure.
In such a moment of history we can
so think faith that we remember that
God's arm is not shortened; so speak
faith that even a Mao can know that
he too must one day face the judge of
the universe; and, finally we can so act
faith that our generation will be conW OR L D
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strained to say, "How great is the faith
of the Christians!"
There is no denying that the era of
the missionary directed program in
China has come to an end. Thank
God it is not the end of the Christian
era. 111e church persists. A hundred
and twenty years of devoted service
saw fullness of life come to many. The
position of woman was changed because a church cared enough to teach
the Chinese woman and mnke her
available to contribute to China's life.
It was a church group that initiated a
program to do away with the cruel
practice of foot-binding. A small foot
was considered to be a token of beauty.
\Vestern colonialism did not write a
commendable chapter when opium
was forced on the Chinese. However,
it was to the credit of the Christians
that the anti-opium movement started
in a church. 111e church did concern
itself with what affected the common
man.
Again it was the practice of church
observance of the Sabbath on the part
of the Christian groups which started a
recognition that man's body needed
rest one day in seven. Today banks,
postal services, government offices, and
schools give evidence of the leaven
wl1ich must leaven the whole lump.
For me, the era ended on a prophetic
note. \i\Te had wanted a church in the
village of Sing Zang near Shanghai for
some twentyJfive years. Each time
plans matured a catastrophe would
wreck hopes. One time it was the
bandits, another it was fire, and then
the Japanese invaders. As the Communists were crossing the Yangtze
River near Nanking, I was in t11is village to hold the last quarterly conference outside Shanghai. A widow
arose to present a deed to t11e land on
which sl1e requested that we build the
c1rnrc11, and four hundred silver dollars.
111is aroused the church members to
give out of their meager resources to
make the church possible. The church
was built, and I never saw it. I did
have the realization tlrnt Christians
could out-think and out-build even the
Communists, once they were committed.
Visiting delegations report that
new members are being added to the
churches. 111ere have been losses in
church membership, but today only
the "stout-hearted" dare to be called
l'v1AY
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by the name of Christian. The all-out
effort to brain-wash the church and its
leadership has thrown that church
back on its own resources in Christ.
The leadership learned the lesson of
perseverance under a Japanese army
of occupation. 111ey had been schooled
in partnership of responsibility in the
Methodist program and we are glad a
group of us had vision enough to know
that a new day was demanded when
the Centenary program gave a new
thrust to mission effort. 111ese new
tests and trials but reveal how well
the foundation was laid in Christ.

III
BY \Vn:AT CRITERIA CAN \i\TE JunGE
nm SuccEss OR FAILURE OF
OuR CHURCH IN CHINA?
Dr. Frank Price has well observed
that the "fact remains that our only
measure of Christianity in China is the
faith and life of Chinese Christians."
May we also recall some of the marks
of a growing church as described in
the New Testament? New members
were added daily, the church was constantly in prayer, and persecution
merely spread the good news.
Churches continue to be built, and
some reports indicate an increased
number of congregations. This is particularly true in the larger cities. The
rural church has not recovered ground
lost during the two years they were
forced to suspend worship. Many fellowships are being organized in the
homes for prayer and Bible study.
Again the church reverts to New Testament procedure, for the early church
started in a home.
111e word is not only preached, but
again the presses are turning out a reprint of the National Dialect Bible.
Some reports have leaked through that
a revised version is anticipated. The
Bible Society continues to operate.
Church music is being written, and a
singing church is a victorious church.
There is today possible the most effective witness of all being given by
church members in their daily encounters with fellow Christians and the
Christ. 111ese quiet testimonies are
producing hundreds of decisions that
affect the faith and life of the church.
As you think of those humble folk
who name the name of Christ, you
may even say as others have said:

"\i\That are they among China's countless millions?" Remember their witness
continues despite antagonism, loneliness, and persecution. Remember those
believers are carrying on an encounter
that will keep the Christian Church on
the mainland of China.
Many of us had feared that the seminaries would be closed and thus the
church without a training program
would be left to dry up for lack of
trained ministry. Thanks be to God,
four seminaries today irnve an enrollment of three hundred without benefit
of scholarship from the Boards of Missions. 111e church lives that continues
to turn its young life into a life of selfgiving service.
Finally, let us rejoice that the church
continues in China. 111e church demonstrated its. significance during U1e
Japanese occupation. Said one in commenting about the contribution the
church made to heart needs during
those war-torn years: "11uough all and
in all the church was there. If there
were wounded or disabled soldiers, the
church was there; if there were sick or
forsaken civilians, the church was
there; ... when the long treks and the
streams of humanity began to swell like
a mountain stream, the church was
there by country roadside and in village
inn." That, my friends, is the heritage
that keeps our church there.
We long for renewed fellowship
with the church in China. 11rnt will
not be a fellowship of directing because
we happen to be from the sending
church. It will be a fellowship of being
in Christ, of sharing the riches of His
grace, and of humility of spirit in
honor preferring one another.
Our church still witnesses in
China because it profoundly believes in
prayer. Many Chinese Christians said
to me as I was leaving the task in China
to which I had given thirty-two years'
services: "Join us in a fellowship of
prayer. Neither bamboo curtain nor
curtain of iron can fence us off from
the throne of grace." W11at jf Christians everywhere-in Asia, in America,
in Europe, in Africa, and in South
America-responded to this high challenge to join in a fellowship of prayer.
Again Christians would become all
things to all men in Christ, and the
Church universal would become the
abiding place of the Almighty there
and everywhere.
[ 255]

43
.r -

.. -

____,_

MAY
SUN MON

World Ontlo®k
HE first part of this month, :tvfay
6-9, the Fifth Assembly of the
\:Voman's Society of Christian Service
will be held in St. Louis. Over ten
thousand women arc expected there,
hut even with that great number there
arc many members of the \Voman's
Society who will celebrate the Assembly at home.
\VoRLD OUTLOOK will carry a picture
section in a summer issue with a pictorial story of the meeting. Meanwhile,
we bring you this special issue which
we hope will comfort the women who
did not go to St. Louis, and will show
to the men what things t11e \Voman's
Society through its Division does do .
In the first place, \VoRLD OuTLOOK
takes you back for an introduction to
the four women who were leaders of
their four individual groups when the
Methodist churc11es united in 1940.
They represent the Society's heritage.
You will know how to use these articles. They can be used in historical
skits, in talks, in discussions. But save
them in your files. Historical articles
are lwrd to come by, and their uses will
he countless in the davs ahead.
\Vomen of the church begin to
think about the mission themes of the
year in l\fay. Some of them arc preparing for teaching in summer schools.
Some are going for instruction so that
they can teach during the coming year.
\Ve offer one article especially prepared with the mission study in
mind. It is on the Puerto Rican
families in New York City. The mission theme is on the church's concern
for North American neighbors. Puerto
Ricans are some of the neighbors.
Puerto Ricans for the first time since
the war have a larger number of outgoers than incomers in New York
City. It is due to the unemployment
that has hit most of the country. There
are two groups left-one the Puerto
Rican family that has done we11 and
cannot afford to leave, the other is
the Puerto Rican family that has done
so poorly that there is not enough
money for the fare home to Puerto
Rico.
Read Miss Lee's story of Puerto

T
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Ricans in New York in this issue. Go
with her as she enters their homes or
talks with them on the streets. And
keep the article for your own study.
Mark it plainly so that you can find it
later. \Ve know that it will be invaluable to you.
In the February issue we carried an
article by Dr. Karl Quimby on the Arab
question. Next month we bring another story-the story of the Arab
family who stayed behind during the
exodus, and grew up in Israel. Of
course both articles should be used
for the mission study on the Middle
East which is the second mission
theme for the year.
One of the new factors in organizing
church life is the employed women.
It used to be that employed women
were young women who worked a few
years before marriage, and a few who
went into the labor force for life. The
young ones became Woman's Society
members after they "settled down,"
the others often remained outside the
organized woman's work of the church.
There have been so many changes in
the employed woman's numbers, status,
and adjustments, that we feel justified
in giving a fnll article to the subject
this month. \Ve are hoping it will be
read as widely by men as by women.
\Ve hope that the pastor, particularly,
will give it more than a passing glance.
Naturally, we arc interested in
church articles, and we have two that
are most interesting. There is the story
of T11e Churc11 in Changing Africa, by
Bishop Booth. There is the story of
\Vhat Is Happening to the CJmrc11 in
China, by Robert T. Henry. Added to
these two there is one that is not on the
church at all. It is the story on India in
the \VorJd.
111c three articles, dissimilar as they
are, form a whole. They would make a
good basis for a young-adult group
discussion or a mission night program.
Both the China article and the India
article may cause controversy of a
healthy kind. Let us know if the stories
do cause discussion, and we will tell
our readers about it.
Unity is the song of the church to-

THIS ·MONTH
clay. Many good Methodists do not
understand this move toward unity.
Dr. James K. M athews's article is most
useful in any ecumenical discussion or
discussion involving unity. As you
mark his article for use, it would be
good to mark also the editorial on
Methodist Gifts to the Ecumenical
Movement. 111crc will be a meeting
in Oxford next month to discover just
what is Methodism's gift to the world
church. This editorial may whet your
appetite for articles that will come out
of that conference. Some of the proposed titles of the conference papers
frightened us, but after we had looked
up the words in the dictionary we felt
better. All the titles can be broken
down into words we know.
Before we close we must mention
the prayers gathered together by Miss
Florence Hooper. Some years ago there
was a study in the church called "Great
Prayers of the Bible." It was one of
the most popular studies ever promoted. 111ese prayers in this issue arc
great prayers by women. Some of them
will be most appropriate to use in a
Mother's Dav observance this month.
If you are ha.ving a family life celebration the prayers may be used there.
\Ve hope at some time-not too distant-to run a series of prayers by
men-laymen, we mean. Often the
church does not realize how much of
its ritual in prayer and song comes
from its laity.
This is the ]ast month, as members
of the \Voman's Society of Christian
Service know, for the securing of combination orders at the old subscription
price (sec page 4). Next month
\VoRLD OUTLOOK and The Methodist
\\! oman must advance in price. May
is the month, too, when new combination orders are stressed. Does every
officer in your Society have a combination subscription? WORLD OUTLOOK is
not a paper just for officers. But officers
belong to homes, too, and that .is one
way of getting the magazine into the
home. We wekomc subscribers who
will join us this month. \Ve thank those
who Jiavc been with us through the
years for making these pages possible.
WOH.LD
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BOOKS

• Boo/ls of unusual interest selected by WORLD OUTLOOK for
commendation to its readers. Order any or all of them from the
nearest branch of )1our Methodist Publishing House.
THE CHRISTIAN WORLD MISSION, A
Reconsideration by R. Pierce Beaver. Ilap·
tist l\lission l'ress, Calcutta, India. 1957.
42 PP·

Tl1c Christian V/or)d Mission is the publication of the \Villiam Carey Lecture for 1957,
which was dclivcrecl at Seramporc College,
Scrampore, India, by Dr. A. Pierce Beaver,
Professor of l'vlissions on the Federated Theological faculty, University of Chicago.
Dr. Beaver is one of the not-too·many
theologians today who is applying his thinking directly to the world mission task. For
some years he was the librarian of the !Vlission
Library of the International rviissionary Council in New York City. \Vhenever he writes
all mission boarcls read his words with care.
In this little book Dr. Beaver gi,·cs credit
to German theologians for the rediscovery
of mission as the chief function of the church,
freeing the church from a retreat within a
kind of "ghetto" Christianity. He believes
that all of life is the business of the church,
but while it is "deeply involved in culture,
responsible for society in all its aspects," yet
it is "independent of all the vicissitudes of
nations and their cultures, because it is God's
instrument for preaching the word."
He gives particular attention to the idea of
the apostolate-a term comparatively new in
Protestant circles. He feels that the members
of the entire church body-not just the
clergy-are apostles.
There are three functions in Christian
churches throughout the world-worship, fellowship, ancl the proclamation of the gospel.
Preaching, he feels ,-and remember he is
talking on a mission field-is not teaching.
Preaching keeps central the apostolic character
of the church without which both fellowship
and worship suffer.
How docs mission differ from evangelism,
he asks. And then he goes on to say that for
him they are practically synonymous. He tends
to use "mission" however, as the term for
outreach beyond the local task, involving the
sending of someone who acts as an agent
for the local body. In these days of questions
about missionaries it is interesting to read
that ". . . sending is as essential to the life
of the church as local witness."
In another place he says ". . . history
demonstrates that when the 'ends' of the earth
are neglected the wellsprings of spiritual vitality and evangelism dry up and the church retreats into the life of a religious club."
The little book is tightly written. It is a
theological study of the mission which can be
read by non-theological men and women. It
is a useful book for those who arc themselves,
in some way, in thought about the Christian
world mission.
MAY
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THE CHRISTIAN MISSION, by l\lax Warren. SCl\I Press Ltd. London, England,
1951. 128 pp.
Max \Varren's book on the Christian l\fasion is not a new book, but it should be read
along with Dr. Beaver's TJ1c Christian \Vorld
Mission. His chapter on "Missions" is especially pertinent in the light of Dr. Beaver's
closely reasoned logic for the church 's mission. Dr. \Varren states categorically that the
church did not originally send the mission·
aries; the missionary societies were not formed
by the church. They came out of a conviction among certain men and women for missions. "They ... " he states, "possessed, within the genius of Protestantism a very real
cohcsian of their own."
" . .. it is they," he says, "under Goel, who
have been directly responsible for transforming their parent churches . . • into worldwide communions, intimations of a new internationalism. It is they who out of their
mutual embarrassment and cooperation were
the founders of the Ecumenical Movement.
There would be no \Vorld Council of
Churches today if the missionary societies had
not first explored the way of cooperation."
This book has a very special message for a
day when missionary societies are being transformed into something else.
CHRIST FOR THE WORLD WE SING.
Program booklet, published by the Woman's Division of Christian Service, Literature Headquarters, 7820 Reading Rd.,
Cincinnati 37, 0. 1958. 60¢.
It is good, once in a while, to forget that
the program book of the \Voman's Division
of Christian Service is an annual event, to he
expected as surely as the coming of spring.
It is good to pick it up as if it were a completely new and original piece of work. In
that way the reader secs values that she, in
this case, often may take for granted.
TI1e program booklet is rich in source material for any mission study. It gathers together under one cover a comprehensive list
of visual aids, articles, and leaflets put out by
the Board of Missions to help with the program booklet of 1958-59-new ways of work
in missions and new trends of thought . The
program called "Rekindling the Gift" is particularly significant for today. It is devoted to
the consideration of Islam, a religion of submission; Hinduism, a way of life; ancl Buddhism, a religion of conpassion. These religions are presented so that the reader can
sec what Christianity has to offer beyond the
ancient religions . In a day when theologies
of all faiths arc being discussed by the clergy
as they have not been discussed for many a
year, it is useful for the women of the church

to understand something of the discussion .
The program gives a very good idea.
Another program, one that one reader
called a sheer delight, is a program that can
be used in many parts of church life. It is
the December program, called "Everywhere,
Everywhere, Christmas." It is a program
giYcn over, in great part, to song and music,
and uses as its guiding purpose: "To evoke the
spirit of song in every heart in answer to
Jcsus' prayer ... 'that they may have my joy
fulfilled in themselves.' " (John 17 :13)
One of the most useful features of the pro·
gram booklet is the planning and suggestions
for presenting the programs. In the informa·
tion given for the presentation of the program
on literacy are some appalling statistics on
illiteracy. One-half of the people in the world
arc unable to read ancl write. In seven Asian
conntries the literacy level is between five
and ten per cent. One statement that is particularly forceful is: " An illiterate is a part·
time citizen."
One program is given over to the rapidlygrowing nations, some of them new nations in
the past ten years. A section called "Outside
Aid and Internal Leadership" gives a penetrating analysis to the apparent conflict between
the acceptance of outside aid and the insistence on freedom and responsibility of those
who accept the aid-"no strings tied."
The program booklet is valuable as cclucation. It is valuable as an example of what
Methodist lay women will he thinking about,
and acting on in the year 19 58· 59 .
UNDERSTANDING OTHER CULTURES,
by Ina Corinne Brown. Literature Head·
quarters, 7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati
37, o. 1958. 75¢.
Understanding Other Cultures is a short,
easily-read book written by an anthropologist
about the cultures of other peoples. It is written for laymen and women and not for fellow
anthropologists.
Its greatest virtue is that it explains why
other peoples observe the customs that they
do observe, and how the cultural pattern came
to be set.
Its greatest fault is that it does not take
into account the rapid change away from
ancient cultural patterns that is taking place
today.
This fault should not deter a reader from
getting great pleasure from the book. Any
book about other peoples has a certain amonnt
of romance. This book, even with its scientific
approach, has its quota.
The book is to be used as a textbook by
\Voman's Societies of Christain Service during the study year 1958-59.
THE CALL OF THE CONGO, by Aun L.
Ashmore. Nashville, Tenn., 1957: Parthenon Press; 173 pages, $3.00.
The story of Dr. and Mrs. W. B. Lewis,
whose names shine like stars in the Belgian
Congo, is told with absorbing human interest
in this important book. It was Bishop Newell
Booth who said, "I know a doctor whose service in Africa has meant a great deal more to
the development of the African people than
even the great Dr. Schweitzer-Dr. Bryant
Lewis has no equal." With a wife wl1osc
courage and dedication was like to his own,
Dr. Lewis performed a service and left a
monument at Tunda in the Belgian Congo
which will be an inspiration to disciples of
the Great Physician for all time.
[ 257)
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EVENTS OF RELIGIOUS AND

MORAL SIGNIFICANCE DRAWN
FROM THE NEWS OF THE WORLD

NINETY-YEAR-OLD DR . \VALTER
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Nance, distinguished missionary educator to China, was surprised with a
birthday celebration given in his honor
by the Board of :Missions in New York,
April 16.
After the dinner and renewal of
acquaintances with long-time friends
in the church and the mission field,
Dr. Nance was presented with a bound
volume of his collected letters.
A middle-Tennessee farm boy who
was born three years after the Civil
\Var and became a Phi Beta Kappa
graduate of Vanderbilt University
( '93) at twenty-five, Dr. Nance arrived
in Shanghai, China, March 10, 1896,
several years before the Boxer Rebellion, to begin almost a half-century of
dedicated service as educator, pastor,
and friend to the Chinese people.
From 1901 until his retirement in
1944, Dr. Nance was connected with
Soochow University in Soochow. He
was instrumental in its founding, the
first member of its faculty, the third
president of the university, its \Vcstcrn
advisor, and for forty years the person
responsible for all construction work
on the campus.
In reference to his teaching career,
Dr. Nance said back in 1932, "I want
no better opportunity to lay a firm
foundation for Christian convictions."
Taking full advantage of this opportunity, Dr. Nance held the chair of
philosophy for many years and taught
an amazing aggregation of courses that
included philosophy, Bible, religion,
English, history, sociology, psychology,
logic, ethics, various Chinese dialects,
and law.
Since his retirement, Dr. Nance has
lived with a son in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. He remained active in the promotional and publicity enterprises of
the Board of Missions until only a few
years ago and published, in 1956, his
hook, TI1e History of Sooclww Uni-

versity.
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11Jethodism Assesses Its
Ministry to Cities
p NEITHER ICE NOR SNOW, NOR sunzero temperature, nor cancelled trains,
nor grounded planes deterred more
than 1,000 ministerial and lay representatives of city Methodists from at"
tending the "Second Convocation on
Urban Life in America," held in
\Vashington, D.C., February 18 to 20.
They came from every state and from
almost every major city of the nation
to share their concerns for people in
America's growing urban centers-and
to share in relating their attempts to
meet specific needs in city churches.
There were two major themes for
the Convocation: "\Vhat the city does
to people," followed by "\Vhat the
effective city church can do for people." Each theme was presented in
platform addresses, and then each was
discussed in the two two-and-a-halfhour periods by eight separate groups.
These 16 discussion groups (for a total
of 32 sessions) gave opportunity to all
convocation members to discuss the
topics "in depth" and to share experiences across regional boundaries. Over
each discussion a bishop presided, a
pastor was discussion leader, another
was a reporter, and there were designated resource persons and consultants: It is expected that the reports of

the 32 groups will later be gathered
together in an "idea" publication.
Bishop Glenn R. Phillips, of Denver,
was general chaim1an of the Convocation; Bishop Marshall R. Reed, of Detroit, chaired the program committee;
and Dr. Robert A. 1vJcKibben, of
Philadelphia, was executive secretary.
Preparatory to the Convocation, five
separate studies had been made by as
many committees on various "areas of
concern" related to the city church
and these arc now available in pamphlets entitled, "lVIethodism in the Inner
City," "The Downtown Church," "A
Sense of Urgency," "Five Residential
Churches" and "The City Church and
Social Class." Some of the further
research and long-range planning indicated in these studies is noted by
General Secretary Vl. Vernon Middleton:
"There is growing need for full discussions of ministers with common interests, special problems and nniqnc
types of churches. It is quite dear that
a general discussion of the urban problem fails to give new guidance to our
church leaders. \:Ve arc now aware that
the types of urban churches and 1'ninistries have different needs, and the call
is for occasional conferences where pastors and officials of similar types of
churches can share with each other."
WORLD
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TRAFCO Plans Talk Bach Se1·ies
P Tim l'vfETHODIST Cnuncu is PLANn ing a new "two-way communication "
approach to presenting the gospel
through television in a series of thirteen half-hour programs entitled "Talk
Back," which it expects to introduce
in October of this year. The Methodist
Television, Radio, and Film Commission will produce the series.
Each of the programs in the general
audience series will consist of a filmed
drama concerning a human problem or
need followed bv a live discnssion of
the problem . Tl~e live discussion portion will be done by persons in the
communities where the programs are
telecast. It will relate the Christian
faith to the problem presented in the
dramatic part and seek to prepare viewers for further participation.

There is an RSV Bible for
every member of your family
Gh-ing a Bihlc to your youngster for
Children's Day or Rally Day? Or one to a
new high-school or college graduate? Or
do you yourself need a fine new Bible for
your home?
Then choose from the many handsome
editions of the Revised Standard Version
Bible-the Bible written in the language
we use and understand today.
Every member of your family will get
new spiritual comfort, will actually feel
closer to God, because of the clear, easyto-understand language of the RSV Bible.
Ask your book dealer to show you the
Revised Standard Version Bible today.

)) ((
Cuba Crusade Brings
Good Results
p A TOTAL OF 2,357 PERSONS ENROLLED
in training classes for church membership as a result of a Methodist evangelistic crusade in Cuba last January
28 to February 6, sponsored by the
Boards of Evangelism and Missions.
In addition, 478 new members were
received by the churches. Most of
these had been in training classes before the crusade was held.
The crusade was conducted by 126
United States ministers, missionaries
to Cuba, and Cuban ministers and laymen. Every province of Cuba was
covered.
Those participating in the crusade
made 6,571 evangelistic visits to homes.
A total of 879 evangelistic meetings
were held in churches and 304 in other
places, including mission schools, cane
fields, sugar mills, buses, and streets.
Total attendance at all services was
76,662. Four-hundred-eighteen Cuban
laymen were trained in visitation evangelism.
:Methodist membership in Cuba has
more than doubled since 1950 and
now stands at more than 9,000. The
number of Methodist churches there
has more than tripled since 1950, and
the total today is well over 200.

)) «
Senators and ilfinister
Plead for Peace

PTwo

UNITED STATES SENATORS AND

a Methodist minister have joined in
voicing a plea for a world-wide church
resurgence for peace.
MAY

1958
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0 give thanks to the LORD,
for he is good;
his steadfast love endures for
ever!
PSAl.MS

Popular Family and Student Edition 138001.
Printed on fine Bible pap er, with plenty of white
spo ce be twe e n lin es for easy re ading. ISee
oclual·si z e l ype spe cimen at left.I
Maroo n bud. ram. Page size:

5!-S" x BX" • • . •. .. . $6.50

GIFT AND A\VARD BIBLES
Red-lettor Edition 139001, wilh
th e words of Christ in red. In
mome nrs, any port of the Mos·
ter's messa ge can be found for
inspiratio n or study.

Contains 12 full-color pictures
and 12 mops in color. Block
le atheroid. limp style.

Maroon buckram. Page
size: 5 ~ " x BJ{ "

Page size: 57{" x 7¥,",
Boxe d ..••.... $5.50

• ••••••••••• $7.50

Without zipper 128031

Young people's llluslraled
Edition f2804Z) with zipper.

•• •• •• • ••..• $3.50
India.Poper Edition f2807X).
less than 1" lhick. Perfect for
one a way from ho me . Blad:.
genuin e leather, easy-to -read
type , gold edges, ribbon mark·
or. li mp style .
Pag e size: 5Y.(" x 7 J1".
Boxed .......... $9

THOJflAS

N

Soft genuine leather 13807,
3807R>. Handsome edition for
bo lh family and sludent use.
Complete wirh foolnotes. Go ld
e dge s, ribb o n markers.
Pa ge size: 5%" x 87,!".
Boxed. Block or red.

.............. $10

EL;;;ny;e~~;;

up to

$17.50

Excl11siiic /111blishrrs of The Rcvisct! Staut!art! Version Bible

Commenting on a special series of
e\'cning senrices, Dr. Albert P. Shirkey,
pastor of Mount Vernon Place :Methodist Church, said, "\Ve call upon
churches throughout the world to hold
similar services so that the people may
unite in a great peace offensive."
He also read messages from Senator
Lyndon Johnson of Texas, majority
leader, and Senator \Villiam Knowland of California, minority leader.
"\Vhatever the future mav hold, we
mnst remember that the road to security docs not lie in a field of mis-

silcs," said Senator Johnson. "It can
be found only by walking a path of
universal understanding promoted by
the Divine Being in whose image man
was created."
Senator Knowland stated: "There
never has been a time when the need
for a closer communion with Goel and
the increase of our spiritual strength
has been more necessary. Hope of a
peaceful world is not through achievement in space travel or satellite dc\'clopmcnts, hut through our reliance
on the Creator who made all things."
[ 259 l
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FOLDING TABLES

fl
E

CHAIRS

Versatile
and
a1zswer the growi1zg churchJs big need
Many of today's growing
churches are discovering these
versatile folding tables and
chairs as the practical and
ideal answer to their pressing
need for space. \\1hen one
room is to serve the purpose of
a dining room and recreation
room these tables and chairs
can he easily moved and conveniently stored.
These study chairs and
tables can serve your church
in the kitchen, office, classroom, recreation room or banquet hall. They are unmatched
in quality, workmanship and
design.

• Folds quickly for storage to 2Y4-inch thickness
• No screws or rivets in top-permanently
bonded
• Tubular steel leg assembly-automatic lock
• Masonite or Vircolite Top
• Two sizes: 3 Ox72 inches and 3 Ox96 inches

Illustrated above is nn economical, sturdy, versatile pedestallcg folding table for church kitchen, office, classroom or r ecreation. They are attractive enough to use at banquets or receptions.
These tables arc also ideal for use at home in the recreation
room or as a patio table. Easy to move and convenient to store
... folds quickly to 2%-inch thickness. These tables come in
masonite or Vircolitc plastic tops permanently bonded to
%-inch plywood frame s with strong steel und erframe. The
edges are finished in deluxe aluminum moulding. Durable
tubular steel leg assembly with strong, automatic positive lock.
They come in two sizes: 30x72 inches and 30x9G inches. H eight,
21, 23, 25, 27 and 29 inches. Genuine Vircolite tops available
in tan linen or grey linen patterns-please specify. Please order
by numbers listed at right; specify height. Transportation extra
from Conway, Arkansa s ; specify truck or rail shipment.

DS-S60 . Ma~onite Top ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30x7Z Inches
Each, shpg. wt., 55 lbs . . .
. . ...... .. ..... .... .... . . $Z3.7S
In multiples of 2, shpg. wt., 110 lbs........ . ..... ... . each, $ZZ.1S
Dozen, shpg. wt., 660 lbs . .. . ...... .... . . ... ... .... . each, $Z1.7S
DS-S6 I. Masonite Top . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •.... . . 30x96 Inches
Each, sh pg. wt., 70 lbs. . . .
. ........ . ....... .. ........ $Z7.SO
In multiples of 2, sh pg. wt., 140 lbs . .. . .. . . ... ........ each, $Z6.SO
Dozen, shpg. wt., 840 lbs........ .. .. .. . .. . . ..... .. .. each, $ZS.SO
DS-S80. Vircolite Top . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30x72 Inches
Each, shpg. wt., 65 lbs. . . . . . . . ... .. .... ...... .. .. .. ... . $3S.OO
In multiples of 2, shpg. wt., 121 lbs . ... . .... ... ...... . each, $34.00
Dozen, sh pg. wt., 726 lbs. . .... ... ...... . ....... . ... each, $3 3 .00
DS-S81. Vircolite Top . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 30x96 Inches
Each, shpg. wt., 81 lbs . ......... . ............ .. . .. ..... .. $41.00
In multiples of 2, shpg. wt., 154 lbs.... . . ..... . .... . each, $40.00
Dozen, shpg. wt., 924 lbs ..... .... . ...... . ....... .... . each, $39.00

Samsonite All-Steel Folding Chair
(Illustrated at left.) Bonderized all-steel folding chair perfect for providing added seating arrangements to classroom, dining room, office, recreation room or sanctuary. The legs and frame of this superbly constructed
chair are of 19 gauge tubular steel. Comfortable concave-formed seat;
reinforced. Overall height, closed, 39 inches; open, 301/i. inches. Width,
18% inches; front of seat is 171h inches from floor. Legs are ruhbertipped to prevent slipping and sliding. Finished in beige, chip-resistant
baked enamel. This chair provides both comfort and economy and is easily
moved. Conveniently stored. Sold in multiples of four. Transportation extra
from Cincinnati, Ohio; specify truck or rail shipment. WR-2602.
1-24 ...... .......... .... .. each,
25-99 ....... .. ........... . each,
100-199 . .. . .. . . .. . .... ... . each,
200-299 .... .... ..... . ... . each,
300-399 .. .... ... ... .. . . ... each,

$S. I Z
$4.9S
$4.70
$4.SS
$4.40

lo

br

a
pr

•Pt

400-499 .... .... .... ... .... each, $4.1 S
500 or o\'cr . ...... ... .... . each, $4.00
Budget Terms Available:
writ e for information

I

Add state sales tax if necessary-none on interstate orders

'Jlie Metnodift Puhfishing House_;
Please order from House serving you
Baltimore 3 • Chicago 11 • Cincinnati 2 • Dallas 1 • Detroit 1 • Kansas City 6
Nashville 2 • New York 11 • Pittsburgh 30 • Portland 5 • Richmond 16 • San Francisco 2

"&1

Shop at our COKESBURY BOOK STORES in these cities:
Atlanta, 72 Broad St., N. W.
•
Boston, 577 Boylston St.
Los Angeles, 5244 Santa Monica Blvd. • Nashville, 417 Church Street
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Heads Institute for
Ec11111e11ical Studies

,,. DR. \VALTER \V. LEIBRECHT OF
Harvard University Divinity School
1, has accepted his appointment to be
1 Director of The Evanston Institute for
II,
i' Ecumenical Studies, effective July 1,
;:

I

1

!' 1958.
1

I

I:,
I,'.·

I
I

In announcing the appointment, Dr.
H. Ralph Higgins, President of the
Evanston Institute, also reported the
election of six official Consultants to
the Institute representing the \Vorld
Council of Churches and the National
Council of Churches. Dr. J. Robert
Nelson, Dean of the Divinity School
of Vanderbilt University, and Dr.
George \Valker Buckner ~f the Disci-

ples of Christ Church's Council on
Christian Unity, Indianapolis, will
represent the U.S. Conference for the
\Vorld Council of Churches; and Dr.
Pierce Beaver, University of Chicago,
Dr. Cameron P. Hall, New York, Dr.
Irene Jones, New York, and Canon
Theodore 0. \:Vedel of \Vashington's
National Cathedral, will represent the
National Council of Churches on the
Corporation of the Institute.
The Evanston Institute, an outgrowth of the Second Assembly of the
Vl orld Council of Churches held at
J<:\·anston in 1954, was incorporated on
l'vfarch 19, 1957, for the purpose of
founding and operating an institute for
the training of clergy, lay leaders, and
religious and educational agencies and
institutions for leadership in the ecumenical movement.

did you know
that the glorious and
inspirational tones
of Schulmerich
"Carillonic Bells"*
now ring out
from over

t

\'
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!Ifetlzodists in U.S.

Number 16.7 Million
p

Hundreds of church groups are selling these
lovely Commemorative plates to raise money for
building funds, organs, furnishings, etc.
FOTOWARE is photography on chinaware. Yes,
a photograph of YOUR CHURCH is actually reproduced on pre-sensitized chinaware, after which
a protective treatment is applied making it a
permanent and decorative keepsake.
Your group will enjoy this fascinating and yet
dignified means of raising funds. Imagine how
eager each member will be to have a lovely goldbordered plate, picturing her own church in the
warm soft tones of a photograph.
• Initial orders for as few as 25 plates, reorders for 12 or more.
• Large 10" gold rim plates.
• No art charge for removing unsightly objects from photo or adding others to enhance its beauty.
For sample and illustrated /lferalure write:

PRESTON-HOPKINSON CO.

0F ALL PERSONS FOURTEEN YEARS

old and over in the United States, 16.7
million regard themselves as Methodists.
This figure was reported recently by
the United States Census Bureau,
based on a cross-country sampling of
religious affiliations the agency made
last year.
Tl;e total Protestant population in
this age group was reported at 79 million, compared to 30.7 million Roman
Catholic and 3.9 million Jewish. The
survey indicated that l.5 million profess some other religion, and 3.2 million have no religion.
Baptists comprise the largest Protestant group with 23.5 million. Methodists are second, followed by 8.4 million
Lutherans and 6. 7 million Presby,
terians.
The bureau's estimate of the Methodist population is considerably higher
than that of the \Vorld Methodist
Council, based on church membership,
but lower from the standpoint of general affiliation.
Jn 1956 the council reported the
?victhodist membership (all bodies)
in the U.S. to be 12,922,940 and estimated the "Methodist community" as
26,873,150, including all children.

Appomattox, Virginia

)) ((
l'oung Adults Will Visit
11fissions in P11erto Rico

··Agents, pastors, organtzntions - see
new line or Carcls, Stationery nnd
Gift Items. 1\fnke money for yourself
or :rnur organization. Ir you huy for Church or Sunday
Sd10ol ask for 100 pai:e ·wnOLESAT~E Catntoi::. "'rite
todar for free information and Samnlo Iloxes on
3.Jlf!T0\"31.

CICERO Bl BLE PRESS, Dept. WX, Broadview, Ill.

MAY

1958
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TWENTY-FIVE

lVfETIIODIST

YOUNG

adults from the United States will tour
l\kthodist missions in Puerto Rico
Junc 22 to July I. The Rev. Edwin F.
Tewksbury, Nashville, a staff member

Can you think of anything
more appropriate and more
enduring as a

MEMORIAL GIFT
... knowing that the Schulmerich carillon you give will
be the only memorial of its
kind in your church? When
you consider a memorial gift
. .. now, or as a bequest in
your will ... write for full information. Schulmerich now
offers bell instruments priced
as low as $850.
NEW SOUND FILM Now
available at denominational
book stores: "Mission of the
Bells," 16-mm sound & color
film narrated by Milton Cross.
*"Ccrillonic Bells" is a trademark of bell
instruments of

Schulmerich Carillons, Inc.
N-58 Carillon Hill, Sellersville, Pa.

~
SCHULMERICH
CARILLONS
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RELIGION
AND FAITH
IN LATIN
AMERICA
W. STANLEY HYCHOFT'S
dynamic cnll for a new
Christian Ucforntalion
in Lnlin .Antcrica.
It is n hrillinnt stucly.
of historic and cultural
influences, native religions, Protestant and
Roman Catholic church
life, and the growin).!
body of Evangelic:il
believers who offer the
best hope for a spiritual rebirth in Latin
America. Be sure to
rend it! Now at your

bookstore, $3.75

of the 1'1ethodist Intcrboard Committee on Missionary Education, will conduct the tour, which is being spon·
sored by the committee in cooperation
with the Methodist Board of Missions
and the Methodist Board of Education.
vVhilc in Puerto Rico, members of
the tour will associate with young
adults of the Puerto Rico Methodist
Conference, and they will attend that
conference's first conference-wide assembly of young adults, to he held
J unc 28 and 29 at the Methodist camp
at Mamcycs.
Opportunity will he provided for
recreation, sight-seeing, and fellowship,
hut the primary purpose of the tour is
to help develop a program for young
adults in the Methodist churches of
Puerto Rico.
The group will go by plane from
Miami to San Juan on J unc 22 and
return to IVIiami by plane on July 1.

)) <<
Iowa 1lfetlwdist Named
Teacher of the Year
9

before the price GOES UP
JUNE 1, 1958
Renew your subscription to TV orld
Outlook at the old rate of $1.50 a
year.
Put on a campaign for new subscriptions in your church.

A~ms,

.. $2 a year

World Outlook and The Methodist
TV om an, combination ...... $3.30

--·-Write for TV orld Outlook campaign materials to

WORLD OUTLOOK
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, New York

9

"I VOTE FOR FOREIGN AID

i!f{cmlirimhl

The

of Pictorial Plates

Edwards' exquisite IO-inch pictorial plates arc
cherished mementos, a valuable source of income to your organization-an inspiration to
all your members! Edwards' authentic commemorative designs are the Rembrandt of
quality, superior etching-like reproduction of
your building or scene on genuine porcelain of
original ceramic patterns. Wholesale prices,
organizations, only. Without obligation write
for prices and beautiful free illustrated brochure.
Ask for Folder WO.

&~'CHINA

&GLASSWARECO.

CHESTERTOWN, MARYLAND

•-

SPECIAL OFFER
To Readers of World Outlook!
Magnificent
two-volume set:
I. THE GREAT PROMISE
Picture Stories of the Old Testament
2. THE GREATEST GIFT
Picture Stories of Jesus

A $5.00 valuo-Only $2.95 for the set/
And we pay the postage!
1':ach of these s11Icmlid lmol~s rontains G<l stori('S lJy
:Mary ~lilll'r nncl cm·h story is illnstratccl with a
beautUnl imintin~ in full color-112 i:::or~f'otts 1mint·
in~s in both rnlnmcs. nooks arc 79-.1. hr 10 in., 11rintcd
in 1:11·1.ff'. t•as.r-to-n•a<l tnm on hc•av.r, hh~h-q1mlity
<.·ontccl 1rn11er, hound in sturdy leatherold ~md altrnrth·el.r jacketed. i:t'he.r ai-c trnl.r clclnxc rnlmnes ln cn'rY
~t·rL-;e of the wor1ll So cC'rt:1ln nro we thnt .rou will
1lnd thic_; one of tho most cxtrnordinnr.r vnltws .rou
han• C'\'cr ~C'C'n, we guarantee your satisfaction. H for
:my TI"ason rou aro not sntlsflt•cl, just retnm till'
hooks to us nncl we will refund your remittanco 1ilus

return postngc charges.

oxr,y

AYOID

Student Seminar Hears
National Leaders

Effective June 1, 1958
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JEAN

Iowa, who was selected from more
than a million public school teachers
as McCall's 1958 "National Teacher of
the Ycar," says she feels indebted to
The Methodist Church for its role in
her personal and professional development. The 29-ycar-old second-grade
teacher was chosen for the honor by
JV1cCa1l's magazine in cooperation with
the U.S. Office of Education. She is
featured in the March issue. She is a
Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Cornell
College, Mt. Vernon, Iowa, and is an
active official board member and Sunday school teacher m Collegiate
Church 111 Ames.

--·--
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Serving The Book Buyers of America Since 189S

THE BOOK SUPPLY COMPANY
BECAUSE OF

what I learned in Sunday school rather
than elsewhere," Senator Hubert
Humphrey of Minnesota told 58
Methodist college students attending
a recent Christian Citizenship Seminar in \Vashington. The seminar,
sponsored by the Methodist Student
11ovcment in connection with several
church hoards and agencies, started in
New York with a three-day study of
the United Nations. Students represented 43 colleges and universities.
Other speakers included Mrs. Eleanor
Roosevelt; Dr. Ernest S. Griffith, dean-

566 West Monroe Street

Chicago 6, Illinois

TOPS OF
MASONITE
PRESDWOOD • FIR
& BIRCH PLYWOOD•
LINOLEUM• PLASTICS
MINIMUM
STORAGE

STRONG, RiGID
TUBULAR
STEEL LEGS

'I

'

Send for folder with complet@ spec1flcotions

MITCHELL MANUFACTURING CO.
2748 S. 34th St., Milwaukee 46, Wis., Dept. T
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elect of American UniYersity's School
of International Service; and Senator
\Vayne Morse of Oregon.

»«
San Jose Will Entertain
jurisdictional Conference

FmsT CHURCH, SAN J osE, CALIfornia, will be the meeting place of
the sixth session of the V/ cstern Jurisdictional Conference of the l'vlcthodist
Church, July 12 to 15, 1960.
P

»«
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!llonroe TS (transport - storage)
Trucks make handling and storing of
FoldingTableseasy
:\nd quick. · Sec
catalog pp. 20-22.

.·

.'$.TEEL FOLDING CHAIRS
>'.: ~'
·. .''·

~.·~;:

ifr ,
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~!onroe Steel Folding Chairs in attractive range of styles, sizes and
prices. Excel in comfort, easy handling
and durabilily.
Also and
full combiline of
non-folding
chairs, desks
nntions for classroom, cafeteria and
church school use.

'TRUCKS
FOR FOLDING CHAIRS
,,
-~>

Monroe Folding Chair
Trucks for moving,
handling and storing
chairs. Also table-andchair trucks.

ll!onroe's new movable
partitions change idle
space into useful areas.
Smooth !llasonite pan'6'.•l::'.;;,;._-"'.::::...22~l!'.b els, tubular steel
ll
frames. Swivel pedestals, casters or glides.

CHOIR ROBES
Newest colorfast fabrics available.
Write for Catalog A24

E. R. MOORE CO.
268 Normcn Ave., Brooklyn 22, N. Y.
932 Dokin St., Chicago 13, 111.

1641 N. Allesandro St., Los Angeles 26, Calif.

WANTED

I

I

JEWELRY

We buy old or broken jewelry. Highest
cash paid immediately. Mail us gold teeth,
watches, rings, diamonds, silverware, eye
glasses, old gold, silver, platinum, mercury gold coins. Satisfaction guaranteed or
yo'ur articles returned. We are licensed
gold buyers. Write for FREE information.

ROSE REFINERS
29-CL

Ens!

Madison

St.,

Chicago

2,

Ill.

II Your Child Is
A Poor Reader

See how The Sound Way To Easy Reading can
help him to read and spell better in a few weeks.
New home-tutoring course drills your child in
phonics with records and cards. Easy to use.
University tests and parents' reports show children gain up to full year's grade in 6 weel<s/
Write for free illustrated folder and low price.

Bremner-Davis Phonics, Dept. Y-63 Wilmette, Ill.
1!AY

1958

1'11oises Bo11det, Pinson
President Passes
p DR. l'vIOISES BOUDET, 48, PRESIDENT
of Pinson College, Methodist mission
school (\Vorld Division) of Camaguey, Cuba, died January 21, 1958,
victim of a chronic illness which had
weakened him hut allowed him to
continue his work until his last hours.
Dr. Boudet graduated from the primary and secondary schools of Matanzas, Cuba, and received his doctor's
degree in pedagogy from the University of Havana. He was the· son of a
Methodist minister, The Rev. Jorge
Boudet.
Dr. Boudet served as an instructor
in the Centro Cristiano, a social settlement project of the \Voman's Division
of the Board of :t\1Iissions. At the same
time he was a professor in the Irene
Toland School, likewise an institution
of the \Voman 's division.
From these posts he was named director of Pinson College, Camaguey,
where he served for nearly thirteen
years until his death.
A leader in the lavmen's movement
in Cuba, Dr. Boud~t was ordained a
local elder and in 1950 was admitted as
a member in full connection in the
Cuba Annual Conference. He was
then appointed Superintendent of the
Camaguey district, which place he
filled for a six-year period.
Dr. Boudet was a founder of the
Bov Scout movement in Cuba, and
lik~wise of the Red Cross in the city
of Matanzas. He was a Mason, and a
member of the Colegio of Pedagogos.
He is survived bv his widow Ofelia
Vazquez, one son, Otoniel, two daughters, Ela and Rosita, and two grandchildren, Jslia and Carlos Moises.

» <<
Historic Painting at Brnssels Fafr

VISITORS TO THE BRUSSELS \VORLD'S
Fair this summer will have a visual impression of the house of worship of
America's first Methodist society.

P
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Says Wise
Annuitant"I am sure others
feel as I do that
these Annuities
are MORE of a
benefit to us tha11
a gift to you.
Soon I hope to
ha1•e enough for
another Annuity
and so happy
would I be to make it an outright gift but
si11ce my workinf! days are nearly Ol'er /
need to prol'ide for myself so that I wont
be a burden to others. I know of 110 safer way
than such A111111i1ies."

Lite Income Gift Gertificate
WOMAN'S DIVISION OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE
Mail the coupon and learn how in ,30
countries many races arc assured a blessing
when you buy one or
these Annuities which
guarantees you a high
rate or return for life.
Your money is guarded
with the same care as is
given multi-million
dollar investment trusts.
And you have the gratifying knowledge that
finally your funds will
go to spread the Gospel
and extend the Kingdom.
And who can measure
your saving in time,
worry, money, dissipation or estate or family
dissension? Put your
money in these Annuities and avoid 'will'
trouble by disposing or
your estate while yet
alive. You can leave a
lifetime income to loved
ones ir desired.

(~
.

t

~ ·~- : -

Korean Baby

Undernourished

Treasurer, Woman's Division of
Christian Service af The Board af
Missions af The Methodist Church

Depl. WK76, 150 Fifth Ave., New York 11 N. Y.
Please send me full particulars of guaran ..
teed returns from the Life Income Gift
Certificates.
Nmuc _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Ci1y _ _ _ _ _ _ Zo11e_ S1atc _ __
Day and l'rar of D i r t h - - - - - - - - Fill in, Clip and Mail to Treasurer. -

WOMAN'S DIVISION OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE
OF THE BOARD OF MISSIONS OF THE METHODIST CHURCH

Dept. WK58, 150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N. Y.
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\Vesley Chapel, now known as John
Street Church, is the central feature of
a painting to be exhibited in the
United States building, in the section
on early American life.
The painting is about seven feet
long and is the work of J oscph B.
Smith. The artist was famous in his
clay, and was a trustee of John Street
Church.
The painting is to be part of an exhibition sponsored by the Smithsonian
Institution. Until its recent shipment
to Belgium, the painting has been
hanging as a loan in the Museum of
the City of New York. It is the property of Miss Ethel Howell of Brooklyn,
N.Y., a daughter of a former pastor of
John Street Church.
111e simple chapel shown was built
in 1768 by a society led by Irish immigrants. They had earlier worshiped in
a sail loft in nearby Horse and Cart
Lane, now \Villiam Street.
Captain Thomas "\Vebb of the
British army contributed 30 pounds.
He had been a follower of \Vesley in
England. He also secured subscriptions
for the chapel from the rector of
Trinity Church and from other notable
New Yorkers of the clay.
The chapel was built with a fire
place to comply with colonial law.
Legally this made it a house, rather
than a place of worship.

BENTLEY & SIMON
quality CHOIR ROBES
have set the standard
of excellence ever
since 1912. Customtailored of fine fabrics,
for your lasting enjoyment.
PULPIT ROBES, too,made
in the same quaiity way.

BENTLEY &
SIMON '"'
7 West 36 SI. N y 18 N I

Write for catalog F-5

NOW... 3 SIZES
Unbreakable .. noise.free .. .
lightweight .. . boilproor communion glnsscs . .. SJ.25 Doz.

FR ff sample

of each size

~d~BRASSGDDDSrCD.
De-pt. \'I, SS Sudbury St., Bosfon,

~oss..

)) «
ARCHITECT: K. W. Williams, Kokomo, Ind.

Give your church
enduring beauty
with o spire
crafted by Overly
Nothing ornate - just a simple, enduring statement of faith crafted in
aluminum for Grace Methodist
Church, South Bend, Ind. • To hold
costs down, this 27' spire was completely prefabricated and shipped ready
to install. •We can build your spire
economically, too, and give it permanence in any weather-resistant
metal. Write today for our brochure.

OVERLY MANUFACTURING COMPANY
Dept. WO-!

GREENSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
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"fl1acmillan Comes to DePauw
P Tim YVmTE HousE HAS ANNOUNCED
that Prime :Minister Harold Macmillan
of Great Britain is coming to the
United States to deliver the commencement address June 8 at DePauw
University, a Methodist school in
Greencastle, Incl.
111e announcement said that "the
President has taken advantage of the
occasion of the Prime Minister's visit
to this country to invite him to stop
briefly in YVashington for a general
discussion with the President and the
Secretary of State."
Prime Minister Macmillan also will
receive an honorary degree at DePauw,
where his grandfather, Dr. John Tarleton Belles of Kentucky, was the first
medical graduate in 1851.
The Prime Minister's mother, Helen
Belles, a native of Spencer, Ind., married Maurice Macmillan, a London
publisher. She was a :Methodist, but
the Prime Minister is a member of
the Church of England.
Dr. Russell J. Humbert is president
of DePauw University. Bishop G.

For the first time in this
generation, a comprehensive, usable commentary on
the entire Bible-an indispensable aid for every
preacher, teacher, and student of the Bible.
"The best two-foot shelf
of books about the Bible
now available in the English language."-Christian
Century.
Each volume, $8.75

WORLD
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Bromley Oxnam of 'Vashington was
president of the institution from 1928
to 1936.

)) «

Met lwdist H1omen Request
Reci/1rocal Trade Extension
V'

A

SPOKESJ\IAN FOR J\IORE THAN

1l/2

million :tvlcthodist women urged Congress today (March 19) to extend the
Reciprocal Trade Agreements program
for another five years.
"V/e have reached the conclusion
that the whole future of experiment in
economic aid in general and technical
assistance in particular depends directly upon the future of world trade,"
said Mrs. \Vallace N. Streeter of
'Vashington, D.C.
She appeared at hearings of the
House V/avs and Means Committee
as a repres~ntative of the Methodist
'Voman's Division of Christian Service, one of the largest women's religious groups in the country.
Mrs. Streeter is secretary of the
agency's Department of Christian
Social Relations, and a former president of Methodist women in the 12statc Northeastern Jurisdiction.
"Because the spiritual and physical
welfare of people here and abroad is
the concern of our organization, we
have considered the problem of the
relation between world trade and the
welfare of the people." Mrs. Streeter
said. "Our conclusions about the inescapable connection between the two
have led us to repeatedly support the
principle of reciprocal trade agreements."

» «

Declines IMC Post

I

I·

I

I·

DR.

K. MATHEWS
has informed the International lVIissionary Council he will be unable to
accept its invitation to become its
general secretary. Dr. Mathews will
continue to serve as associate general
secretary of the Board of Missions'
Division of 'Vorld Missions, New
York. He also administers Methodist
work in India, Pakistan, and Nepal.
V' THE REV.
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DO YOU READ

~CHRISTIAN

_A Magazine on Methodist M1ss1onary Work In Africa!/Si
.. ~\_,_··_H~_ ~;
Mailed Quarterly Direct to You from the Central "",w~Hf«t·
Miss i 0 n pre SS in Africa 1: Road .......... ;nformatin "'"""about l _lf·f."K~H
Just 504 a year opens doors into a new world where
you'll share in the daily experiences of a growing

I such Afric:orui as Chief Mwonl Yara,
I p<ncunounl chieftain of the Lunda people

: in the Belgian Congo!

r'l.:;,;·. , •
1 ;

?f

r'f!f.f:'E',

ch~rch in Africa. Give your 111m1~;r:-------------
family or church a gift sub. ·
scripfion today!
PLEASE SEND ONLY CHECKS OR INTERNATIONAL MONEi' ORDERS
I wiih lo 1ub1eribe le your """9-'line •nd

0 ~( for 1 ym

Special issuos aro being
planned on medical. agricul·
tural. evangelistic, educational and other typos of
work in Africa to help you
with your Africa Study
Course.

~,,do1~:

O 11.00 for l '""

0 11~ lor l '""

S111e

NoW, TO DECIDE
ON A WAY TO RAISE
FUNDS TO FINANCE
OUR PROJECT•• ,
to.NY IDEAS?

Raise Money!

for your group
this eosy, dignified ~oy
with permanently decorated
KEEPSAKE PLATES

Every member and friend of your church Write Tocfay for Complete Information
will thank you for the opportunity to buy
No Obligation.Of Course
these lovely spiritual mementoes , .. an
artist's drawing of your church on fine,
glazed porcelain plates, decorated with '/i@,"WoRLD
23 Kt. gold ... your choice of border de·
signs. Over seven thousand enthusiastic
groups have already used ... again and
P.O. BOX 775
again ... Keepsake Plates to raise funds.
COVINCTON, TENNESSEE

WID~

rJ

~Art Studio~

CHICKACAMI for BOYS
NAWAKWA for CIRLS

G to 17. 33rd Season. 2000·.Acre Estate.
.Atop the Poconos. Lalw. nalanced program
of SJJOrts & cr~nth'e acth·ity, Swimming,
Iliding, Tennis. Crafts. Experienced Coun·
selors. l,hysiclnn. Protestant Services.

» «

4 Weeks $190-8 Weeks $350

Illustrated booklet "WO" on request

Honoring Bishop Lord
9

I

Ii
/_

Ii
I•
I'
11

~l'

TEN YEARS OF ADVANCE UNDER THE

leadership of Bishop John 'Vesley
Lord will be observed by Boston Area
:rvicthodists June 1, at an anniversary
vesper service in Boston University
field. Professor James R. Houghton will
direct a choir of 1,000 voices in singing
hymns by Charles 'Vesley.
l\lAY

1958

BAXTER SEMINARY
Baxter, Tennessee (Nashville 75 miles)
Founded l!JOS by Methodist Iloard or Education.
"'ell-rounded college prcparator;r and rncatlonal
training In Christian atmosphere. Grades 9·12.
Declir"ated teachers. Wholesome student Ure. Opportunities to accept responsibility and leadership.
l:ate: SR-10. Located in lakes region. For lnforma·
tlon write:

Paul A. Barker, Pres., Baxter Seminary
Baxter, Tenn.

PAPER TABLE COVERS
WHITE EMBOSSED

POST AGE PAID

40 in. x 300 ft. @ $6.45 Roll
Write for
Catalog

our

Church

Kitchen

Equipment

SWARTZ & CO., ROANOKE 2, VA.
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AN ACTIVE WORKER

THE HoME FeoNT

WHETHER that home be just around the
corner or half way around the world . . .
THE CHRISTIAN HOME is a proven guide
for parents in the rearing of children from

infancy through those trying teen years.
THE CHRISTIAN HOME is always on the
job providing Christian answers to problems
in all phases of parenthood and family living. It has guided Christian families over
the years with soundness and good judgment.
THE CHRISTIAN HOME provides the
connecting link in the church-family relationship as it offers the Christian viewpoint
on all subjects of parent and family concern. It stimulates active program participation among present church members. It encourages new families to come into the
circle of church activity.
THE CHRISTIAN HOME provides guidance and inspiration with which to build the
strong family life so necessary in Christian
living.
THE CHRISTIAN HOME contains authoritative, practical articles, presented by
prominent educators, counselors and clergymen and by other parents, too. These
articles impart valuable information and
advice on typical family problems and help
parents guide their children through all
phases of growth.
THE CHRISTIAN HOME should have the
chance to carry on its work in every home
... whether just around the corner or half
way around the world.

50c
PER QUARTER
IN QUANTITY TO CHURCHES

$2.50
PER YEAR
INDIVIDUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO
HOME ADDRESS

'Jhe Methodift PufJfisliing JfousLJ
Please order from House serving you
Baltimore 3
Nashville 2
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•
•

Chicago 11
New York 11

•
•

Cincinnati 2
•
Dallas l
•
Detroit l
Pittsburgh 30 • Portland 5 • Richmond 16

•
•

Kansas City 6
San Francisco 2
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, , , pu&t4'-ed ?lta'I St'SEGREGATION AND THE BIBLE

r

Everett Tilson. In this searching analysis of the Scriptures, Dr.
Tilson, a Methodist minister and professor in the Vanderbilt University Divinity School, suggests answers to three questions: Does
the llible demand segregation? Does it provide precedent to support segregation? What arc the implications of biblical faith for
a Christian approach to segregation?
Like Dr. Tilson's earlier book, Should Christians Drink? (cloth,
$2, paper, $1), Segregation and the Bible is distinguished by its
readability, its fairness in evaluating different points of view, and
its thorough investigation of the problem. To everyone concerned with the race issue it o[ers a challenge, and real help in
meeting that challenge.
Cloth, $2.50; Paper, $1.50

. SEGREGATION
;

1

If AND THE
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___BIBLE
....,,.., ....

.-,.,.;~

Everett Tilson

JEREMIAH: PROPHET OF COURAGE AND HOPE
J.

Philip Hyatt. A brief interpretation of the life and thought of Jeremiah, by a wellknown Old Testament teacher.
Jeremiah is portrayed here as a strong leader, characterized by courage and hopenot the "weeping prophet" as he has so often been caricatured. Included is a chapter
on the permanent values in Jeremiah's life and message.
This interpretation is substantially the same as that set forth by Dr. Hyatt in the
introduction and exegesis of the book of Jeremiah in The Interpreter's Bible. This is a
more popular treatment, designed for the general reader.
$2
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RABBINIC STORIES FOR CHRISTIAN
MINISTERS AND TEACHERS
"'illiam B. Silverman. A selection of stories, homilies, legends, and interpretations from
the rabbinical tradition-the type of material to which Jesus was exposed and which
he studied during· his preparation for his ministry. Christian ministers and teachers
will find here excellent illustrative material for teaching those ethical and moral principles which Christianity and Judaism share. For the general reader, this is an excellent
nontechnical introduction to Judaism.
"Out of the Talmud's two and a half million words, this book gives a varied and
enjoyable garnering. . . . It will give to every reader a wealth of spiritual and ethical
insights, and it will be a real influence in understanding, appreciation, and gratitude."
-HALFORn E. LuccocK.
$3.50

Order from your bookstore today

ABINGDON
PRESS
Publisher of TIH INTERPRETER'S BIBLE
I
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~1VIETFIODIST
W01VIAN
FOR THE WOMAN •..
After June l, 1958, $1.50 a Year

_ _ _ _ _ NOW ONLY $1QQ

Worlcl Outlook
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY ...
After June l, 1958, $2.00 a Year

NOW ONLY $150
(New or Renewal for One Year Only)

