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Christmas in Texas

I

I'

• Christmas in Friendship Square is a wonderful occasion. Long before the 25th, the
singing of carols can be heard from the four
corners .of our block. Trees arc furnished for
the Hospital, the Settlement and the Nursery.
Everybody helps trim the trees.
The phone rings constantly. People want
to know if they can be of help to us in any
way. Some may want to pack a box for a
family, some may want to give our children a
party or they may want our children to sing
for one of their programs.
Our outdoor decorations with the large
l\'langer scene and the accompanying music
on the loud-speaker help the people in our
neighborhood to feel the real meaning of
Christmas, as they pass to and fro.
Our youngest children in the festivities arc
the babies that have been born in the hospital
during the year. Thesc· come in their mother's
arms, and are really dressed for the festive
occasion, their first party. The entertainment
for the party is given by the pre-school
youngsters either in song or drama. Gifts and
refreshments arc given to all.
Our boys and girls bring canned food, giftwrapped, to help pack baskets for other families_ They enjoy the singing of carols, games
:)nd the dramatization of the Christmas
story.
The one activity that is left for Christmas
Eve is the caroling. Some of our Girls' Groups
carol in the neighborhood. The Church
Choir spends the whole night caroling and
goes far beyond the local neighborhood.
DoROTHY LITTLE, Director
Honchen Settlement
U 19 East Fifth St.
EI Paso, Texas

Christmas in Kindergartens on
The Mexican Border
~ There is no time more loved than is
Christmas, with its songs, its stories, and its
pictures. The children lustily sing "Away In a
l\fanager," aµd "Christmas, Christmas, Merry
Christmas."
In most of our kindergartens, we have a
simple Christmas program, shared with the
parents of the kindergarten children. 'Ve
have Christmas parties, and Christmas
dramas.
For the Latin American people, Christmas
isn't Christmas without a pinata. 1l1e pinata
is made of a clay jar, and is covered with tissue
paper. At Christmas time the pinata may take
the form of Santa Claus, or of reindeer, or of a
star. 1l1c jar is filled with candy, trinkets, and
peanuts, then swung from a limb or hook by
a rope. The children are lined up, and each
blindfolded child is given three swings to try
to break the pinata. '\Then the jar is finally
broken, out spills the candy, and out rush the
children to pick it up.
One of the prettiest Christmas trees we
ever had was one decorated with sweet gum
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balls which the children had dipped in aluminum paint.
Christmas plans must he started far in ad\'ancc, in order to give the children time to
make gifts for others and not be just on the
receiving end.
Many children arc made happy at Christmas time through the work of the 'Voman's
Societies of Christian Service. The Societies
back us up with their love, prayers, and gifts.
For several Christmas seasons we have enjoyed lovely Christmas stories through filmstrips. I show the films at all the kindergartens, and the children beg for them even after
·
Christmas is over.
MATTIE VARN
Supervisor, Kindergarten 'Vork on the
i\Icxican Border,
952 Palm Blvd.
Brownsville, Texas

Christmas Eve in Japan
• By mutual agreement, it was understood
that the University Church would be open on
Christmas Eve. At eleven o'clock, as we
walked out our front door, we saw a candlelit
procession coming clown the country road. It
was the Tuesday evening Bible class, coming
to carol us.
The Tuesday group is composed of maids,
farm boys, students, and staff members.
\Ve walked through the night to the
church. 1l1erc was no light in the church,
but each person lighted a candle in the foyer,
and as the church filled, the light spread.
That aggregate light, as it shone over that
international group, truly resembled "the
light of the "'orld."
l\fas. MAURICE E. TROYER
Japan International Christian
University Foundation,
44 East 23rd St., New York City

Songs and Drama in Bulandshahr
• There were good Christmas programs in
the schools, some of them in drama. One
school had a trained chofr which sang Indian
carols. (One school had the smallest "Joseph"
and ".l\Iary" that I have ever seen!)
On Christmas day, we arose early and had
carol music on the victrola by candlelight.
After breakfast, we had gifts from a Christmas tree. Then we went to church.
In the evening, we had a tea for the compound. Each person contributed to the entertainment. A Hindu and a Moliammcdan girl
danced . Others sang songs. I had toys, cards,
and gifts for all.
PEARL E. p ALMER
Methodist Mission
Bulandshahr, U. P., India

Four-Day Christmas Festival
In India
• In a big mango grove two miles from
Buxar, four hundred and forty-four village
Christians came together for a Christmas

festival. Thirty-three villages were represented.
Some of these villagers had walked a distance
of fifty-eight miles to get to the festival. Some
people brought their supplies on their heads,
and their babies on their hips!
More than fifty p~r cent of the village
visitors were women.
It thrills us when we sec that the majority
of the congregation now can read. :J'herc arc
signs of growing leadership in the church.
The Bishop of this area attended the
Christmas festival.
The Christmas celebration included worship, instruction, entertainment, and fellowship. Everybody had a grand time!
Shirts for the boys, saris for the girlsthcse were the gifts given at our Buxar
Christmas party. "'e had popcorn and
oranges for refreshments.
The party was given for the girls of the
Brides' School, the boys of the Christian
hostel, and staff members. (Some of the boys
are the husbands of some of the brides.)
"'c showed the colored slides that tell the
Christmas story.
On Christmas day there were two church
services.
MADEL SHELDON
Gajadharganj P. 0. Bmmr
Bihar, India

Jingle Bells in Malaya
• School Christmas programs are over by
the time the schools are dismissed for Christmas vacations-the first week of December.
Children of Malaya lustily sing "Jingle
Bells," although they have never seen ~ 'white
and drifting snow" or anything else the song
mentions!
But the spirit of Christmas is the same the
world over. One manifestation of this Christmas spirit was a good response to appeals for
help for victims of the devastating floods resulting from the unusually heavy December
rains.
At Foochow Church, the Methodist Youth
Fellowship group wanted a play with plenty
of Christmas carols in it. They could find
nothing they liked, so I wrote a play for
them. It is called, "Christmas Gifts from
Many Lands." The young people had fun in
the giving of this play.
MABLE RuTJI NowL1N
I 2 Mt. Sophia
Singapore, Malaya
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Christmas Visit in India
• At Christmas time I had the privilege
of visiting at our tuberculosis sanitarium in
.l\fadar, and of enjoying a family Christmas.
Then I stopped at Phalera, where history was
made in the Rajputana famine days. Several
Indian preachers' families welcomed me
there, and I spoke at a rural 'Voman's So·
cicty of Christian Service.
LETAH lVI. DOYLE
252 Grand Trunk Road
Ghaziabad, U. P ., India

Christmas in the Congo
• Mrs. Davis and I had the privilege of
visiting many out-villages last Christmas.
Everywhere we went, the people seemed
grateful that we had not forgotten the people
in the country.
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In one \'illage, the girls ga\'e an entire
Christmas program, and ga\'c it well . Our
hearts were thrilled to hear these girls (who
have had so few opportunities) read, sing,
and tell the Christmas story. As we were
leaving the church, we heard several parents
say: "Did not our girls do well today?"
EDI'J'II l\'lAllTIN
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• I want to tell you about an outdoor Christnrns tableau pageant which one of the
churches in the country presented . lt was
more than the usual Christmas Nati\'ity play.
The scenes were laid on a hillside near the
church. Sets and costumes were patterned
after the Giotto paintings. so that each tableau \\·as a sort of li\'ing picture (and we had a
real ]i,·e donkey). The spotlights were homemade, and the amplifying system which carried the music was set up by the men of the
church .
The tableau .series, with readings and music
(lasting half an hour), were presented several
times each night during the week before
Christmas. The audience (passersby) parked
their cars down on the road, and stood on
the hillside to watch the play. 'Ve felt that
the whole thing was an inspiring and ·useful
Christmas celebration.
ALICE Conn,
Director of Rural Field '" ork,
Scarritt College, Nashville, Tenn.

Old and New
In Southern Rhodesia
• 'Ve hm·e a new issue of stamps commemorating the discovery of Victoria Falls
by David Livingstone in 1855. One stamp
shows a picture of Livingstone, and a picture
of the Falls. The other stamp shows the
Falls, and in one corner, Li\'ingstone being
carried in a hammock by Africans, :mcl at
the top of the stamp, an aeroplane.
Both the o'ld and the new are still present
in Africa in the thinking of the people. The
girls in the hostel, coming from the villages,
find adjustments to make in their daily work,
and in their contacts with the people in the
homes. 111ey find quite a difference in back- .
ground and customs. 'Ve try at the hostel to .
help bridge the gap, and to maintain a stable
home atmosphere for them to come to after
their clay's work.
EVELYN DE VRIES

African Girls' Hostel, Umtali
Southern Rhodesia
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The Concept of
Human Equality
The definition of equality is particularly important in the present age, one
of whose distinguishing features is the passionate demand throughout the
world for "equality." This illuminating examination of the idea of equality
is made up of portions of an address given at the 1955 meeting of Fellows of
the Conference on Science, Philosophy and Religion. Dr. j ohnson, editor of
Social Action, is Professor Emeritus of Education ai: Teacher's College of
Columbia University ancl has long been associated with the National Council
of Churches.

TI-IE PURPOSE of this brief paper
is to attempt a restatement of the
conceptual problem that is posed by
equality as an ethical principle, and to
suggest an approach to that problem
which may present less difficulty than
the traditional approach. And by the
traditional approach I mean any effort
to define human equality as something
given which has only to be discovered
and apprehended and made the basis
of an ethical norm in human relations.
To come to the point quickly, I am
suggesting that equality as between
persons, as an ethical principle, cannot
be appraised in factual terms at all, but
must be regarded as an ethical imperative.
This means that to inquire "in what
ways men arc equal," in some demonstrable sense, is not only unrewarding
but ethically irrelevant. Since there appears to be no sense whatever in which
men are factually equal, we have to
shift, so to say, from the indicative to
the imperative mood when we essay to
discuss human equality. It is not a
biological or a psychological fact, but
an ethical requirement. 111C only sense
in which it can be said to be factual at
all is that men do, as a matter of fact,

feel the imperative to regard moral
claims of other persons as in some important sense equal to their own.
\Vhen a basis for equality is sought
in the realm of fact, the results arc so
markedly negative as to occasion wonder that scholarly inquirers have so far
persisted in the quest. I have long
been amazed that anthropologists
should spend so much time in the effort to disprove the assumption that
there arc significant differences in native intelligence corresponding to racial
boundaries. 111at they have been right
in their contention may be freely
granted. But if social recognition and
cultural status were to be determined
on the basis of "mental levels" we
should have a new kind of class structure that would work havoc with our
present social groupings. Suppose that
refined measurcmcn ts should one clay
disclose some hitherto undiscovered
group differential in native equipment
-would we then revise our ethical
assumptions about equality "before
the law" and " in the sight of God"?
This is n©t to say that the degrees of
basic human likeness are unimportant.
If there were not a vast area of ideas,
sentiments, and sensibilities common

Bla c!.:stonc ::i tudlus
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F. Ernest Johnson.

to men as men, the topic of this paper
would · be meaningless. Indeed, one
may readily assent to Harold Laski's
generalization about democracy: "111e
basis of democratic development is
.. : the demand that the system of
power be erected upon the similarities,
and not the difference; between 1i1en."
But this quite obviously gives no clue
as to the relevance of the term equality
on the basis of fact.
Moreover, the acknowledged importance of leadership in a democratic
society bears testimony not only to
the existence of grades of excellence in
human endowments but to the ca-·
pacity of the mass of men to recognize
an<l capitalize them. It may even be
said that the ultimate test of democracy is the ability of the people as a
whole to discover an authentic aristocracy of ability and character. 111e
quest of human equality in a factual
sense becomes more disappointing the
further it is pursued.
Striking evidence of the futility of
this approach is found in the attempts
of philosophers to base their contentions on what man "is in the state of
nature." Rousseau finds the state of
nature idyllic; Hobbes finds it brutish .
The quest is speculative at best, and in
any case irrelevant to ethical inquiry.
Not only so, but the most elemental
human "rights" that seem to attest
actual equality between persons are
seen on close inspection to be far less

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Blr F. ER'J\TEST
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than absolute. Let us take the celebrated rule of Immanuel Kant: "So act
as to treat humanity, whether in thine
O\\'n person or in that of. any other, in
every case as an encl withal, never as
means only." This is a profoundly important saying, as moralists since Kant
ha,·e recognized. It proscribes in noble
terms the idea of expenclability as applied to persons. Yet e,·eryone knows
that the security and well-being of society rest largely on such expenclability.
The policeman, the fireman, and the
soldier arc social functionaries whose
business is to absorb more than their
qnota, so to speak, of the precarious- ·
ncss of living. There is no equal right
among men to continued physical existence. Even the right of choice, in
the first instance, among hazarclons
occupations is denied in the case of
the soldier where compulsory military
service is maintained as a national
policy.
Again, consider the fom1 in which
the claim of equality is most frequently put: ·equality of opportunity. This,
too, is a highly significant concept and
has wide social utility. But one does
not have to go back to Aristotle to
note the logical difficulty it presents.
To be significant, opportunity must
obviously be relevant to capacity and
to intention. In short, the problem of
equality is not simplified by putting it
in terms of equality of opportunity.
Yet, when all has been said that can
be said about equality on the negative
side, its persistence as a formal ethical
principle is one of the most impressive
aspects of the history of morals.
Indeed, we may say that equality is
·implicit in the idea of justice in the
common sense of "to each his clue." It
is basic to that most widespread ethical
norm observable in secular society: the
principle of fair play. If our culture can
be said to have a general working
moral maxim, it surely is that implicit
in the idea of fair play. The mere acceptance of such a working rule as
something one cannot refuse to be
judged by, is evidence that in particular situations all persons stand on an
equal footing. It is so in a game of
baseball, in the application of a military draft, in keeping one's place in a
waiting line. Every infraction of the
rule of fair play, while it evidences
human perversity, at the same time ad~
6
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e "To be sig11ifiw11t, o/J/J0rt.1111it31 m11st obvio11sly be relevant to cafwcity and to intent.."

vertises social acceptance of the rule.
Now the ·significant point here is
that this rule of fair play expresses
equality of mutual obligation and nothing more. That is to say, it affirms
nothing that is inherent in belonging
to the human species, but only what
is inherent in the human situation. I
have said that equality is to be viewed
as an imperative rather than as a fact;
yet it seems to be an inevitable aspect
of man's life in community.
Here, it seems to me, Josiah Royce's
exposition of "the beloved community" is pertinent and illuminating.
\Vhat he calls "the· ethical side of the
doctrine of life" has to do, he says "not
with what you find, but what you
create." Even this stranger, this enemy
of yours, embodies a divine intention
to create a community-the Kingdom
of Heaven. "In the Kingdom you, and
your enemy, and yonder stranger, are
one." \Vhat is it, Royce asks, that the
father, in the Parable of the Prodigal
Son, rejoices over? And he answers,
"The father has won again, not merely
his son as a hungry creature who can
repent and be feel. The father has won
again the unbroken community of his
family." \Vhat Royce calls "the principle of principles in all Christian morals" is thus expressed: "Since you
cannot find the universal and beloved
community-create it."
This maxim, of course, expresses no
mere moral activism, for Royce thought
and wrote in a theistic framework.
\Ve must not overlook, of course,
the theological interpretation of
equality as an aspect of that brother-

hood which is a derivative of the
Fatherhood of Goel. Taken by itself,
however, this doctrine does not seem
to have given, in the course of history,
any finn support to the principle of
equality. Nor does it provide any logical support for the affirmation of
equality in a factual sense. (Brothers
and sisters are notoriously different in
assessable worth!) On the other hand,
the religious sanction · for equality,
which rests on a corporate awareness
gives the spiritual ideal direct relevance
to personal and institutional life. So it
is with St. Paul's remarkable figure
comparing the Christian community
to the human body:
"For as in one body we have many
members, and all members do not
have the same function, so vve, though
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another."
(And again) "If the foot should say,
'Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,' that would not
make it any less a part of the body ....
The eye cannot say to the hand 'I have
no need of you,' nor again the head to
the feet, 'I have no need of you.' "
There is here a strikii1g parallel to
a saying of the Stoic ·philosopher
Epictetus:
"The duty of a citizen is in nothing
to consider his own interest distinct
from th~t of others, as the hand or
foot, if they possessed reason and understood the law of nature, would do
and wish nothing that had not some
relation to the rest of the body."
Many years ago T. V . Smith offered
a defense of equalitarianism on a ficW OR L D
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tiona] rather than a factual basis. Herc
selfhood, but only on the basis of his
is his prescription:
membership in the community of
"Instead of looking backward with
mankind. It will be remembered that
the historic mqmry, '\Vere men
· John Stuart l\'Iill in his classic statecreated equal or were they equal in
ment On Liberty rested the case ultia state of natmc? ' we arc to ]oak
mately not on a private claim, but on
forward. And instead of inquiring
the stake that humanity has collectivewhether men as static entities ought
ly in the liberty of the person.
to be made cqua] in the future, we inIt is pertinent to note that equality
quire whether men, as dynamic cenas ethical obligation, while it rests
ters of activity, ought to be treated
upon no demonstrable basis of fact, is
cqua1ly. That is, we are now prepared·
not without empirical support, for
to keep on facing the future where the
nothing is more evident than the unpredictability of human achievement.
men of the nineteenth century were
One might c,·en go so far as to say
forced back upon the present and the
that, within the range of ,\,hat we
past."
ca11 normality, no known facts
loosely
This is perhaps another way of sayabout the equipment and the limitaing that the declaration that men were
tions of any given child wi11 warrant a
created equal belongs in the category
prediction that sets boundaries to his
of myth-one might say liig11 myth,
achievement in a favorable cultural
meaning a statement that carries esenvironment. This is what makes
sential truth though not corresponding to any set of facts, as its narrative · ethical imagination so important in
our .treatment of our fellow men.
form implies. Says Smith, "The evoluIf it is objected, as it is sure to be,
tionist could not find equality in the
that uncertainty as to consequence
past; common-sense observation had
weakens the sense of obligation, the
always failed to find it in the present;
answer
is that the concept of human
it must therefore exist as an ideal to be
welfare
which is so distincti,·e of
realized in the future." He would
\Vcstern culture, entails an unremit"treat equality as an ethical and polititing effort to envisage maximum pocal fiction, just as in ]aw the treating of
tentialities in the always indeterminate
a corporation as a person is ca11cd a
human situation. The physician, the
legal fiction."
teacher, the minister, the statesmanSmith justifies the fiction of human
equality on pragmatic grounds: it promotes the movement of society toward
an ethical end. "Since function cannot
be disconnected from consequences
and the latter lie in the future, what
one is can better be determined by
what he is becoming than by what he
has been." It is not to be supposed,
however, that this reorientation in
terms of time solves the basic problem.
For what reason is there to suppose
that the significant differences between
human beings will be lessened in the
course of history? Equality in fact will
presumably be conspicuously absent
as long as man is man .
The position taken here is that the
ideal of equality becomes meaningful
and potent only as it passes from the
indicative to the imperative mood.
The releva.nt moral obligation, I suggest, is to treat every human being as
having a claim equal to every other
person's claim to realization of his
potentialities. Such a claim, it seems
to me, cannot be defined by reference
to what the individual is in his separate
DECEI\IBER
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do they not all maintain their sense of
moral imperative in the face of the
most disheartening contingencies?
Obviously, it is no simple matter to
state definitively the content of
equality conceived as ethical obligation. Perhaps the nearest we can come
to it is to say that in human relations
the paramount obligation is to act in
a way that we have reason to believe
will promote, in the greatest measure
of which we ourselves are capable, the
realization by our fellows of their finest
potentialities as members of the
human community. In the wordsunorthodox, but devout and impressive-of the late Felix Adler, we are
obligated to treat our fellow men in a
way designed to evoke in them the
"diversified Christ."
All of us who take our citizenship
seriously are gripped by Lincoln's immortal address at Gettysburg. Yet it is
doubtfui if the reader often gets the
full force of his words, "dedicated to
the proposition that all men are
created equal." \Ve do not dedicate
ourselves to a fact, but to a goal to be
achic,·cd, a "proposition" to be made
good. Lincoln seems to have realized
that he was appealing not to a fact of
humanity's past but to the noblest of
humanity's myths and the greatest of
its ethical imperatives.
Keystone Yiew Ph ot o

e St. Pa11l Jn·eaching. "For as in 011e
body we have ma11)'
members, and all
members do not have
the same fwzction,
so we, t1zo11gh 111m1y,
are one bod)' in
Christ, and individ11ally members one
of mrotlzer."

. I

• iVJembers of tlze work cam/1 gather outside tlze living quarters.

A JAPANESE WORI{ CAMP
BY NOBUO KICHISE

MychiseNAME
is Nobuo Kichise, Kibeing my last name. They
call me Kichan ("chan" being the
suffix that is often used for nicknames
in Japan) and I hope that you will
think of me as Kichan as I try to tell
you about the work camp I attended
this summer. I am a student of International Christian University. The
purpose of this letter is to share some
of my wonderful camp experiences
with you. I would like to be able to relive every minute of the camp with
you, but I'm afraid the high lights
will have to si1ffice.
8
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In addition to purely Methodist work camps, lWethodists participate actively
in ecumenical work camps around the world. This interesting account of one
such camp is by a Japanese college student. We are indebted to J-3 Rqger
Floyd for the pictures.

The work camp, jointly sponsored
by the Youth Departments of the
\Vorlcl Council of Churches and the
National Christian Council of Japan,
was held July 13-August 10 in little
Miwa village near the city of Kochi
which is on Shikoku, the smallest of
the four major islands of Japan. Get-

ting to the camp required a fourteenhour ferry boat trip and, needless to
say, being college students, we went
third class.
Before I go much further, let me
tell you about who was at the camp.
There were thirty-two in the camp;
twenty Japanese college students and
WORLD
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twelve foreigners. The foreigners consisted of a pastor from Formosa, who
spoke fluent Japanese because of the
previous Japanese occupation; an Australian G.I. on a special leave from
Korea; a college girl from Okinawa; two
American college girls from California
who came just for the work camp;
and the American missionaries, two
couples who were co-directors, two
J-3's, and a new regular missionary. The
Japanese students were all baptized
Christians; two or three were "born
Christians" but most of us had found
the faith and were baptized recently.
One of the requirements for participation in this camp was this baptism
along with church membership and
at least one year's active service in the
church since the emphasis was on
growth and experience rather than on
crnngelism.
The work itself was to spend four
hours a day fixing roads for and with
the \·illagers, the important thing being the. "with."
\Vhen the villagers realized that
there were English speakers in our
group, they decided that they had to
have some classes in English conversation. \Ve surveyed our group of foreigners and what choice did we have?
\Ve did schedule the two college girls
from California but what else could
we do but draw upon the experience
of the two J-3's,- the two who teach
English conversation all year long and
who probably dream of a vacation
away from classes. So Roger Floyd and
Charlie MacMurphy, Methodist and
Lutheran J-3's respectively, alternated
with the college girls over ten days of
teaching. This turned out to be a great
opportunity for Christian witness.
\Vhen making arrangements with the
school, we persuaded the faculty to let
us teach one hour of Bible for every
hour of conversation. This way we
reached about 200 junior high and
senior high students with the message
that they would probably never have
heard but for that. On the part of the
teachers, though, can you imagine the
difficulty of having only ten hours in
which to present the whole Christian
message? \Ve figured that we had to
give those students the complete
why's and wherefore's because we knew
it was their first and might be their
last taste of Christianity for a long
while. \Ve are praying that the seeds
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• Camf1ers rolling the f1layground.

e

llieals taste fmrtic11larly good after a Izard day's worll.

sown will someday spring forth to bear
fruit-that these students might come
to know the glory of Jesus Christ.
The third and last phase of our
work in l\tliwa was converting the overgrown sand pile in front of our living
quarters into a playground. Every
mornmg practically the whole camp

was trucked off to one part of the
countryside or another. One group
went to a quarry to load trucks with
gravel for a base to the playground,
while another group went to a clay
bank in the side of a mountain to
loosen clay for the top layer.
In the beginning I mentioned that
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the important thing about the work
was that we were working witl1 the
,·illagers. This is probably much truer
for the Japanese students than for
the foreigners since the dialect and
the Japanese language itself are such
barriers. I understand that usually work
camps work on some church project
with the church people, but we were
able to go beyond that; we were able
to work beside the villagers and talk
about things that interested them; we
were able to tell them who we were
and to tell them why we are Christian
and what it means-a witness that
could have been made in no other way.
Our contact with the villagers went
10

Digging clay for the playground.

even further in that the campers put
on a program for them ,every Saturday
night. It was different each week with
skits, etc. A high point both for the
villagers and the Japanese students
was the part tliat the Americans put
on in Japanese. The first week they
sang several Japanese children's songs,
the next week they put on their version of Japanese Kabuki, and the third,
Roger Floyd did something that might
be familiar to most of you but was
new to us when he took all three parts
in a play and changed hats when he
changed characters.
Aside from the work and contact
with the village, there was a personal

r s9s 1

side to camp life. Our mornings started
with a forty-minute devotion based on
Mark and four nights a week the camp
divided into three groups for Bible
discussion on l\ilark also. I, personally,
found this discussion to be the most
fruitful part of camp life. Taking the
Bible as we did-pointing out the personal significance and meaning of each
verse as we went along-gave new essence to what I had thought · familiar.
It also presented a medium by which
we \Vere able to get to know each other
much better and I think that it helped
us to realize the differences in outlook
and concepts that exist between the
Japanese Christian and the American
'" 0 R L D
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Christian. \Ve are truly brothers under
Christ but our Christian faith is beset
by different problems and requires
different cultural interpretations. For
example, all of the Americans stated
flatly that they would not marry other
than a Christian and that their reason
was biblical. But in my country less
than two per cent of the population
are Christian. Is bachelorhood the will
of God? 1faybe, but I wonder. I think
that all of us learned how easy it is to
think and judge culturally rather than
from objective Christianity (if such
a thing exists in man).
Now the work camp is a memorya memory of Christian love expressed
in work and fellowship that will stay
with me for years to come-a memory
of Christianity reaching beyond national and cultural differences in a
search for a common understanding,
that understanding which can only
come through the fact that Christ
came for all men and that all men are
brothers. through him.

•

•

Saturday night Jn·ograms for the villagers included venions of ] afmnese drama.

Singing hymns on the wa3• to ch11rch on Sunday morning underlined the Christian nature of the worh cam/J.
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• An i11ternatio11al Cl11"ist111as gro11/1: left to right-ilfr. Gabby of Iran, Mr. Ki111 of
Korea, Miss Jlose11rary Moreira of llfalaya, Miss Gloria Mercado of the Philif1/1ines,
11/r. Parnclwri of India, ilfr. Pete1~ Borgen of Norway. Rear: the host j1astor, the Rev.
J{obe1·t l' ost.

"Joy of Sharing""
By Esther M. Laidler
clo you have room for me
E :STHER,
for Christmas? I would like to
come and be with you again this year."
This was the beginning of a long distance call from \:Vashington, D. C.three
clays
before
Christmasfrom an Israelian girl who had spent
the previpus Christmas holiday in
Shavertown, Pennsylvania.
Although the only guest room in
the house was to be occupied by two
college girls from Malaya and the
Philippines-there was indeed room
for one more-especially since we had
learned to care a great deal for Asia
the year before-when she told us that
Christmas had always been just another
clay to her until ·she had accepted the
invitation from the Shavertown Methodist Church to be a part of their international Christmas. "Now Christmas will always have a special meaning to me," she said.
Very early Christmas morning she
arrived, having ridden on the bus all
night. She came with a song in her
heart, presents in her arms, and hufoming a Christmas carol she had learned
the year before when she, with the ·
other foreign students, joined the
12
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l\llethodist Youth Fellowship as they
traveled about the town caroling.
Another guest that year, a Moslem
doctor, wrote from Pakistan that 'his
thoughts were with us during the
Christmas season because of his experience in Shavertown. It may seem
incongruous that he should arise at
dawn to say his prayers to Allah-and
then attend a Methodist church with
his roommate, a Filipino ministerial
student, where they both told about
their respective countries to a fascinated audience.
A young :Moslem girl from Iran at
first felt lonesome and homesick among
so many strangers-but they were not
strangers long. After associating with
the girl from Israel for three clays and
finding a warm fellowship with both
American and foreign Christians, she
was reluctant to leave.
This year a twenty-one-year-old boy
from India whose brother-in-law is a
delegate to the U.N. experienced his
first Christmas in an American home
where there were children. The receiving of his first Chrisbnas presents
brought tears of joy to his eyes. He
too was reluctant to leave but prom-

isccl to return again during the year.
There were Christians too-some of
them Crusade scholars-who were just
as enthusiastic about their first Christmas in American homes. Rosemary
l\tloreira, a very interesting and charming girl from Malaya who stayed on to
spend a week in Shavertown, has since
contributed materially to the \:Voman's
Society of Christian Service programs
by lending interesting objects and
clothing from both Malaya and India
to be worn and displayed at meetings.
Chan Kook Kim from Korea and
Peder Borgen from Norway-both
theological stud en ts-assisted in the
Holy Communion service in the church
on Christmas Eve.
TI1Cre were other Christians, a Chinese boy from Hong Kong and a German student who found himself in
South America during the Christmas
season. He wrote nostalgically about
his former Christmas and wished he
might be with us this year..
All of these contacts and many more
have had their mutual rewards. A
number of children and adults are corresponding with families of some of
the students back home; boxes of clothing have been sent to foreign lands
where they are needed and appreciated; return visits from the students
show they feel at home in Shavertown.
TI1ese are all outgrowths of the Foreign Student Program of Shavertown
ivlethodist Church begun two years
ago. Our chief purpose was to share
-"Christmas with foreign students who otherwise might be lonely and by so
doing give .them a home away from
home where they could enjoy Christmas in the American tradition .
The three-clay program is a very
simple one. The students sleep, breakfast and spend Christmas Day in a
home preferably where there are children. For all other meals they are
guests in the homes of other interested
church members.
All students, Christian, :rvioslem and
Jew, share in all worship services in
the church. They are shown the town.
The morning of the day they leave, a
trip through a coal mine-one mile
underground-has proved a great attraction.
\:Ve in Shavertown recommend this
kind of Christmas to all churches as
one that brings pure joy through sharmg on both sides.
WORLD
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ANew Church Every Day!
BY

oun

ROVING REPORTER

·While the arguments continue about the quality of the religious boom in the United States, there can be
no doubt about its quantity. Increasing church membership together with an expanding population are
causing a great increase both in new congregations and in church building. Here are the figures.

Photographs by
FREDERICK L. PEDERSON

OXfORD VAUEY R.D.

A ing
NE'V Methodist church buildand a new Methodist congregation every day for the next four
years!
A staggering thought, perhaps, but
that's the forecast for The l'VIethodist
Church in the next quadrennium, if it
is to keep up with the needs of a
seemingly runaway American population.
The prediction of J,670 new churches and 1,396 new congregations expected in the 1956-60 quadrennium
comes from district superintendents
across the country-men in perhaps
the most strategic position to assess
Methodist church growth and needs.
The predictions of more than half of
all distrkt superintendents regarding
estimated church extension needs in
the next four years were compiled last
fall by the Department of Research
and Surveys of the Division of National Missions and it is from the Department's computations that the total
quadrennial
church-building an d
church-organizing needs have been derived.
Methodists, together with virtually
all other faiths, have been engaged in
an unprecedented building boom and
membership growth since 'Vorld 'Var
II and particularly in the last five or
more years. Like the chicken and the
egg cycle, new and enlarged church
plants attract new members and population growth necessitates more and
more buildings and congregations.
'\Tith United States population forecast for somewhere around 177 million
D E C E l'vl B E R
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t) New communities require new churches. It is the mobility of the U. S. f10/mlation as
well as its increase in size which contrib11tes to the need for more ch111"ch buildings.

(at present rate of growth) by 1960
and with Methodist membership estimated at more than 10 million (up
.a million from 1955) '· the district superintendents' estimates become more
realistic.
'Vhat has been accomplished in the
last four years in the way of new congregations, building of sanctuaries and
religious education plants and expenditures for construction is only slightly
less imposing, however, than the forecast for the next quadrcnnum. Again,
the source for the current quadrennial
totals is the district superintendents'
survey and subsequent computations of
the Department of Research and Surveys.
Here, for purposes of comparison,
are the accomplishments of Method-

ism in the 1952-56 quadrennium and
the estimates for the 1956-60 quadrennium according to the survey:
New congregations organized-900,
number needed-1,396;
Number of sanctuaries erected1,194, number needed-1,670;
Number of religious education buildings erected-1,652, number needed1,598.
Approximate total expended for
building-$122,815,760, amount needed-$151,695,600.
The estimated increase in the number of congregations presumably would
give l\tiethodism 41,471 churches
(preaching places) by 1960, there now
being 39,801, according to the l\tietliodist Fact Book for 1955.
A facet of the survey that points up
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perhaps more vividly than any other
the need for new buildings is that
1,288 congregations used temporary
quarters in the quadrennium. Among
the buildings in use as temporary
churches were schools, private homes,
abandoned stores and mortuaries.
An explanation of the survey is
necessary at this point. In June, questionnaires to detennine quadrennial
accomplishments in church extension
and to get an estimate of needs in the
next quadrennium were sent to 562
district superintendents.
The questionnaires had been prepared by Dr. Roy A. Stum1, director
of the Department of Research and
Surveys, and quizzed the district superintendents on the subjects covered
in the preceding statistics.
By September, replies had been received from about 280 superintendents.
Dr. Sturm and his staff totaled the
reports and, to get figures representative of the entire church, doubled the
totals. The final figures (those given
above) were the projection of the survey, supplemented by data from the
Department of City \Vork and the
Section of Church Extension.
In evaluating the estimated church
needs for the next quadrennium, Dr.
Stunn said the outlook for new church
construction was a carrying forward of
the momentum church building established eight to ten years ago. In the
last quadrennium, he said, new religious education plants were built at
a rate of more than one a day and
new congregations were organized at
a rate approaching one a day. The
rate of growth in both fields is expected to increase substantially in the
next quadrennium.
, Though an increase in new congregations and in building was foreseen
by district superintendents in almost
e,·ery section of the country, the most
striking predictions came from those
areas where population has been on a
drastic upward spiral.
In charting the movements of an
increasingly mobile American populace, the Bureau of Census has indicated a steady movement to the \Vest
Coast, particularly California, to the
Gulf Coast and to the Atlantic Coast.
Figures on Methodist membership
seem to bear out the government's
analysis of population migration. The
iVIethodist Fact Book shows that Meth14
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• Tlze first stefJ is planning and f t111d mising.
Tlze Section of Clnirch Extension can lzelfJ.

•

A site is J1roc11red after all factors are consiclered.

oclist membership between 1950 and
1954 increased 7 per cent in the \Vestern Jurisdiction, 5 per cent in the
South Central, and 3.5 per cent in the
Southeastern.
Reports from superintendents in the
areas of the largest population growth
indicate the church building needs in
the light of the incoming thousands.
In· the Seattle-Tacoma district, for
example, the superintendent reported
church building expenditures need to

be increased tenfold (from $60,000 to
$600,000) and the number of congregations doubled in the next four
years. Of 79 new churches needed by
Methodists in the Southern California-Arizona Conference in the next
quadrennium, 49 arc needed in the
Los Angeles area alone, Dr. Sturm
said.
A district superintendent from Alabama reported, "I cannot estimate' for
the next quadrennium for the reason
WORLD
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the burgeoning towns of Long Island's
north shore, the forecast is for 13 new
church buildings and 21 new educational plants at a quadrennial cost of

$1,185,000.
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A11otlier ch111"Ch is on its way to comf1letio11. '

this coast area is developing so rapidly." A Virginia superintendent expected church-building expenditures
to jump from $500,000 in the present
quadrennium to $2,800,000 in the 195660 period and a Houston district superin tenclent estimated 10 new congregations were needed in his district
alone.
Another way in which the sun·ey
results correlate with population trends
is m the move to the suburbs. As
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suburbia all over the United States
blossom out with new homes, station
wagons, outdoor barbecues and children, the churches struggle to provide
adequate facilities.
For example, in 'Vest Memphis,
Ark., a suburb of lVIemphis, Tenn., a
Methodist church has been designated
for an area where contractors have
built developments of 300, 400 and
750 homes. And in the Brooklyn,
N. Y., North District, which includes

The problems attendant upon organizing new congregations and erecting new churches are not always readily understood, Dr. Sturm said. In
the suburban areas, for instance, it is
necessary first for councils of churches
to assign certain areas to denominations, so there will not be competition
in Christian development of the community. Then there is the matter of
buying a site with land up to $10,000
an acre, buying a house for a parsonage
and providing the salary of a new minister to organize the new congregation.
There is assistance available, however, from the annual conference and
the Division of National Missions.
For the ir1itial problem of church location, the services of the Department
of Research and Surveys are available.
For constructing ·new buildings or for
adding to present structures, loans and
grants are available from the Section
of Church Extension in Philadelphia.
And there is ministerial salary assistance provided by the Section of Home
:rviission's.
The church extension offices also
offer architectural service (inspection
of proposed building plans) and funcjraising counsel through the Department of Finance and Field Service.
Specialists in this department helped
churches raise $30,740,959 in 590 financial campaigns in the last quadrenmum.
The prospect for congregational and
church growth in the next quadrennium has been summed up by Dr. Earl
R. Brown, general executive secretary
of the Division of National Missions,
who has said:
"It is apparent that the church will
continue its church extension advance
during the next quadrennium . The
rolling wheel and the open road have
become symbols of our national life.
Never has Protestantism faced a greater problem than it does today. The
Methodist Church has a tremendous
stake in this ever-changing picture and
there must be a renewed consecration
to the church's message and program
if we are to sen e the present age."
1
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The church and parsonage at Bawang Assan.

Building J C/Jurc/J
in Sarawak
One of Methodism's present-day opportunities is among the Ibans of
Sarawak on Borneo. Mr. Dennis, a missionary to Sarawak, tells the story of the
building of a church among these people.

o Bisho/J Raymond
o/Jens the clwrch.

Archer

fonnally

by LOVIS B. DENNIS as told to IVY CHO

THE

dedication of the Bawang
Assan Methodist Church on July
4, 195 5, was a historical event in the
growth of TI1e Methodist Church in
Sarawak. This is the first lban Methodist Church with a regular congregation, a church building, a parsonage,
and a full-time pastor. But the event
is also important because of what it
means to the relationship between
the Iban and Chinese peoples.
IG
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Tiiat morning a special launch took
the Chinese Christian leaders and
friends from Sibu to Bawang Assan
about seventeen miles down the
Rcjang River. At least 500 Iban Christians met them at the landing with
firecrackers and great big smiles. TI1e
reception (not to be understood as the
. western style!) took place in the parsonage some twenty yards from the·
church. Then came the welcome song

and the formal opening of the church
by Bishop Raymond Archer. It is a
simple but sturdy and dignified-looking church with a large Sallman's Head
of Christ at the center against the
background of a wine-colored curtain.
Two of the three rows of pe\\1s were
occupied by the church members while
the guests occupied the other. About
se,·enty children sat in three rows on
the floor at the front. They joined
WORLD
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e BishofJ Arc!1er ba/Jtizing new Christians. The author is at

their parents in wholehearted singing,
which was mainly by heart and not
at all "flat!" 111e reverence and seriousness of these new Christians constituted a deeply worshipful spirit
throughout the service.
Entertainment was provided afterwards in one of the longhouses, where
food, music, and native dances were
carried o'n. The guest's visited freely in
the family rooms. It was a moving experience to all who were present. Not
only was God's presence very real, but
Christian brotherhood became . a
blessed reality.
Christian work in Bawang Assan was
started over two years ago when twenty Iban leaders, headed by two elderly
gentlemen, Chao and Ujong, came to
see me. They said:
"\Ve want the Jesus religion too . All
through the years you have passed us
by to work among our Chinese neighbors. \Ve see the change in their lives
and we want to live like them, too."
They, in their naive way, asked
me for the Christian religion, as though
I could just hand it out to them. But
my heart was touched when they said:
"\Ve do not want the down-under religion . (Referring to the submersion
practiced nearby by "Little Flocks,"
D E C E i'vl B E R
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standing behind the headman of one of the lo11gho11ses.

o Tlie co11gl'cgatio11
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Bnwmzg Assan worsl1i/1s in its new cliurclr.

predominantly Chinese evangelistic
groups.) And, wc do not want to worship images any more. (Referring to
the Roman Catholics.) \Ve want the
Jcs us religion the Chinese have. \Ve
see that it is a strong religion, Banyak
bagus (very, very good); and we have
decided that we want that."
'\Then I replied that we had no one
to go work among them, they insisted that I promise to stop to see
them whenever I should pass by. "Besides," they said, "many Chinese can
speak our language and a few of our

young people know some English too."
During this two years' time, 1v1iss
Annie Pittman, J\!Irs. Lau Dai Hee
(my Chinese secretary), and I ha,·c
made many visits to these people. Six
longhouses are involved, each accommodating about 50 families or 200
people. 'Ve visited from house to
house and from family room to family
room, spending from half an hour to
a day each time. 111e first big event
came about seven months later, when
I conducted the first big baptism of
about 200 Ibans, including the old
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U jong. I tried to help them understand what they were doing and they,
themselves, felt they must be sincere
in taking this Christian stand. Smaller
groups have been baptized since that
time, making an approximate total of
438 to date.
The time for planting grain came.
A delegation came to me asking for a
Christian ceremony for the occasion.
'Vhen we got there, we found they
had piled up all their farm tools to be
consecrated. Their primitiyc tools, consisting of long knives for clearing the
jungle, wet stones, water bottles, plus
their seed rice, made a strange and
attractive centerpiece, while the firecrackers and gongs added the indigenous touch. The service consisted of
hymns, prayers and Scripture reading
connected with harvest, and a brief
speech by me on "Christianity in All
of Life." After the service we were
asked to go to all the family rooms to ·
bless them. The reverence of these
people was moving beyond description. Miss Pittman said to me; "Never
in my life have I felt the Spirit of God
so near. vVe can just reach out to
him!"
Then came Christmas time. A few
clays before the festival, their representatives came to my office asking
for a Christmas celebration with them.
It turned out to be a thanksgiving service. T11ey wanted to say "11rnnk you"
to God and to The Methodist Church,
for, they said, "Life as Christians has
been truly wonderful." Old Penghulu
Nanta, the native chieftain in charge
over twenty-eight to thirty longhouses
in the area, said, "Christian families do
not have as much trouble as the nonChristian ones. They seem much happier. I would like to become a Christian too!"
After that they began talking. "'Ve
must have a church; we want a pastor
to teach us more about the Jesus religion." Chao and Bangyao, a young
leader, together gave three acres of
land. But there was no money for the
building. Old Sallee, whose son is
head of one of the longhouses, said,
"This new, strong religion frees us
from all spirits. T11c church has done
its part. vVhy can't our own young
men go out to cut timber for building
the church?" T11at they did, indeed.
In the following months, their Iban
young men took their former head)
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hunting knives and chopped timber
for their church. Many afternoons,
when I visited them, I saw them coming back from the jungle with timber
in their longboats, happily paddling
and singing.
Although they did need outside
help, both in the actual building of
the church and in paying, they did
their own part also. 'VI1cn the sanctuary and the parsonage were done,
they said, "\Vc would like to have
benches." An old Iban, formerly a
witch doctor but now a Christian,
said, "I can make the benches, if I
have a sample to follow." \Ve got
him the sample, so he made every
single one of the benches for the
church, the materials for which they
furnished 'themselves.
T11e dedication service was in three
languagcs-Iban, Chinese and English.
Everything said was interpreted into
the other two languages. (A large part
of the congregation know two of the
three languages.) Bishop Archer gave
the address and baptized thirty-seven
more lbans at the service.
T11c pastor, Rev. Jaleb ~fanunmg,
and his wife arc Batak Christians from
Sumatra. His splendid leadership can
already be clearly seen. His extraordinary singing ability was evidenced
1n two quartets and in the congregational siiiging. Besides the sermon by
the bishop and remarks by the government officer and myself, many Chinese
and Iban Christian leaders spoke briefly. Chao and Ujong were especially
thrilled, as they said they had not
thought to ·ever live to see what happened that day. Old Ujong was asked
to say a few words. He chose to go
around to the front of the chancel and
stand at the center, instead of going
up into the pulpit.. T11csc arc some of
the things he said:
"I am an old man of seventv-four. I
am so glad to live to sec my people
become Christians!
"Formcrlv I did not want to be a
Christian: But now, I want everybody
to be Christian. I hope my children
will all join me.
"111csc last two years of being a Christian has been a wonderful experience.
I have been so happy. God has blessed
me in many ways. I am near the end
of life, but I have peace in my heart.
God is with me and He always will be
with me."

~fost significant were the apparently genuine and overflowing expressions
of good will between the Chinese and
Iban Christians. Herc are some of the
remarks made by the Chinese guests:

"I used to be afraid of you-but not
any more. \V c are brothers and sisters
in Jesus Christ. \Ve must join hands."
"I was greatly touched by the reverent
spirit you and your children have
shown in the service. You have much
to teach us!"
"I passed this place several times over
twenty years ago. I am a preacher; I
should have preached the Gospel to
you; but I did not. I am so glad that
others have made the Gospel known
to you and that you have become
Christians."
"I stayed in Ujong's house some
twenty-three years ago; so we arc old
friends. 11rnnks to God that my. old
friend now is at the same time my
Christian brother."

T11e Iban leaders in reply said things
like the following:
"You Chinese arc like men with both
eyes opened-while we Ibans have
only one eye opened. \Vil! you help us
to have the other eye opened too?"
"Truly, we arc brothers and sisters in
Jesus Christ. Let us join our hands and
help each other."

In the longhousc after the service,
brotherly conversations were continued. 'VI1ile the food was being
served, more spontaneous speeches
were volunteered by both groupsagain and again reassuring each other
of their Christian friendship. They
seemed to be so full of the feelings
of good will and brotherhood that they
had to express them.
To be sure, this is only the beginning of a wonderful chapter of Christian work in Sarawak. T11c experience
of the . day is more than an inspiration; it is a tremendous challenge. To
help these new Christians grow in understanding of the meaning of Christian discipleship is an urgent task,
and, undoubtedly, the training of their
leaders is the basic approach. One of
their young men is already in the first
class of the T11Cological School.
c
expect more to follow. 'Ve arc also
thinking of many training institutes
and of securing from Indonesia or from
other parts of Borneo, lbans qualified
to be on the T11cological School staff.
God is showing us a wonderful opportunity for Christian witness in this
wonderful land.
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• Girls from a Christian host el. A /Jlace to live is a fJl"ac·
tical, vital need in toda)i's
world. In various strategic
cities, at home and abroad,
.Christian women have
made it tlzeir b11si11ess to /Jro·
vide Homes for )'01111g wo111e11.
These homes or hostels arc
havens of safety a11d security for
girls who wish to come to
the cities for study or worh.
Such homes /J!"ovide a Clu·is·
tian iitfl11e11ce, a good sta11dard
of livi11g at com/wratitJely low
cost, and a /Jcacc of 111i11cl
for both girls and their
/Jm·ents. Tlzcsc twenty-three
"hostel smiles" arc in India.

1'8B S1'J1'US

of Women in Today~ ·World
*Tliis picture section 111ny
be ordered se/mratcly nt ten cents />er
set from Literature H cndqunrters, 7820
Rencliug Road, Ci11cin11nti J7, Ollio

THE SEASON of Christmas has a special significance for the women of the
world. Ever since the da1vn of the Christian Era, the status of women has
been slowly, and sometimes painfully, changing for the better. A better
world must take into account the welfare of women, the rights of women,
the standard of living of women, and the contribution which women may
make to public life, to the church, and to the destiny of each generation.
In these pages, we give our readers a quick glance at some of the
achievements, some of the attitudes, the ideals, the hopes, and the thought
of the women of today's world, with special emphasis on the world-wide influence of Christian women.
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The Status of JVomen

Doris Hess Photo

• For generations, Christian women
have felt a challenge to helfJ educate
tlie world. Both in the United States
and in mission lands, women have
established schools, giving ~pecial attention to the education of gfrls, and
sf1ecial f1ref erence to areas in which
other schools do not function, or
where, for sf1ecial reasons, of1portu11ities for attending school may be difficult to obtain.
Here, Miss Jane Hahne, director of
Lima High School, Lima, Peru, reads
a story to intent fmf1ils of three nationalities-candidates, in time, for
the High School.

• Christian women have a s/1ecial
interest in the f1roduction and distributiOn of Christian literature. Here a
new fmmf1hlet on evangelism and tlie
newest issue of The Filipino 'Voman,
quarterly magazine of the T¥ oman's
Society of Christian Service in tlie
Philij1/1i11es, are being distributed by
ll1rs. Caridad Puzon, a local secrelm")'
of Literature.
20
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• "Rescue the Perishing," a wellknown hymn by Fanny Crosby, may
be considered by some critics as oldfashioned in its jJhraseology, but its
simjJle message still goes straight to
the hearts of Christian women. Of
course the "jJe1·ishing" must be rescued! And so must those who have
cataracts on their eyes, or those who
have germ diseases, or those who have
mental illness, or those who need
obstetrical care.
Here, a Bible woman of Pakistan,
shows Bible jJictures in a TVoman's
Ward of the United Christian Hos/Jital at Lahore.

'I

i
I

I

I
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• Mary Johnston HosfJital in Manila
is an outstanding examfJle of the concern of Christian women for relieving
the suffering of the world's ill one~,
especially of sick women and children.
Here, Dr. Eliza Alejandro-Pascual, fJedriatricia11, examines a fJatient
in the hos/Jital clinic. Dr. AlejandroPascual is a daughter of the first
Fili/Jino bishof'· She was formerly a
Crusade scholar, and size has had advanced study at Clzild1·en's ilfedical
Center in Boston.
D E C E !vI B E R
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The Status of TVomen . . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - • Christian women of South America, through the Latin American Confederation of Methodist ·women, suf1f1ort the work of Nurse Francisca
Cariques in Chile. Here the nurse has
a grout> of M afmche Indian school
children lined uf> for "shots."

• In l\Iatthcw 25:36, Christian women have read: "Nahed, and ye clothed
me: I was sick, mid ye visited me: I
was in t>rison, and ye came unto me."
Some of these youngsters were in
t1rison in Istanbul. Why? Just because
their mothers were serving prison
sentences, and no t1rovision was made
for the children. The Young Women's
Christian Association leaders arranged for the little "prisoners" to
attend a Y. W.C.A. kindergm·ten
daily.
Here, graf1es and cookies mahe a
welcome i11terru[1tio11 in a busy mon1ing.
Uritish Combine Photo
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• The Bible women of the world
deserve a s/Jecial cha/Jter of recognition in the annals of Christian history. Sincere, able, devoted, f)(/fient,
these Christian women tahe tire gosjJel
( exem/Jlified in their own lives) into
the villages, the 11101111tai11s, the river
valle)'S, the /Jlains, and the cities of
tire world.
Here, a Bible woman in Burma ex/Jlains a text to an interested woman
in a co1111t111 home.

• Evangelistic teams of students from
Harris Memorial Training School of
1llm1ila visit rural churches on weeh
ends, under the leadershi/J of Miss
Leila Dingle, a "district missionary."
These ·girls are in training for the
s/Jecialized worh of deaconesses in the
P hilipjJines.
Three I.tons. Ino .. Photo
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Three Lions. Inc.. Photo

• It is not a new venture for women to serve the church
as f1astors, but fJei-hafJs it is unusual to find an assistant
fmstor as young as 1liiss Junko ll:latsuda of Ginza Church.
This young 1liethodist leader of Tohyo, shown here in
f1raye1·ful meditation, is also a Bible class teacher.

• JVorld conferences of Christian women helf1 w01:nen to
"t/1i11h on a world scale. These women are a f1art of a conference of eighty-seven women from fifteen nations meeting
under the leadershi/J of the Y. JV.C.A. in Amtrali<i.
24
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Campbell Ha.\"S from 1\fonkrneyrr

• lllore and more, women are becoming interested in having a voice
in the destiny of the world. fo 1954,
nineteen tho11sa11d voters went to the
f1olls in l(umasi in the Gold Coast of
Africa to elect a 111uniciJml Council
which will govern f01· three )'Cars. You
will observe many [(umasi women in
this line of f10tential voters.
On December 20, 1952, tlze General
Assembly of the United Nations
adoj1ted the Convention on Political
Rights of Women, which f>mvides
that women shall be entitled to vote,
to be eligible for fmblic office, and to
exercise all Jmblic functions on equal
terms with men, and witho11t discrimination. This must be ratified by
the countries before it becomes a fact.

• At the World Council of Churches
Assembl)' in Evanston, Illinois, in
August, 1954, Mrs. Masih of South
India s/1ohe at a tea given for the
women attending the Assembl)'· The
World Council is undertaking a jJl'O·
gram to give women greater />lace
within its committees.
D E
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• The rural deaconess in the United
States is a person of mm13• shills. Duri11g any given season she may teach
a study course, attend a dozen .meetings of the Tl'oman's Societies of
Christian Service, fill her car with
local women to tahe them to a district
meeting, distribute literature · from
one end of the county to another, at·tend a Grange session, and teach in
all the church schools of a large circuit.
Here, Miss Connie Russell (left),
Secretary of the Bureau of Town and
Count1)• TV01·h in the TVoman's Division of Ch1·istian Service, fJOses with
six "rural deaconesses" at the Town
and Cou11try Conference held in
Bloomington, Indiana, in July of
1955.

'l'o ~m

Fujihi ra Pho to

Q At home and abroad, all the concerns of those who follow Christ must
be 1mdergirded by strong financial
bands. Missionary money is one of
the most potent factors in today's
world.
Christian
women,
the
world
around, are generous givers to the
worh of the church.
Here, a groufJ of women of Victm·ia
Lllethodist Chw·cli hi Lima, Peru, m·e
mwhi11g an offering at a f1rayer service.
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SAN FRANCISCO'S Chinatown .
holds the same romantic allurement as do her cable cars, Bay bridges
and bright flower stalls. But this, the
la"rgest Chinese settlement outside the
Orient, is more than festivals with fiery
dragon bobbing and weaving along the
Avenue; more than bean sprouts and
dried clucks in cluttered market; more
than chow mein, chop suey and birds'
nest soup.
Chinatown on the San Francisco
Bay-stretching up hill and clown
along Grant AYenue, reaching into
side-streets and clown narrow cleacl-encl
alleys-is the crowded home-community of aspiring American citizens, and
of mari.y more who long to become
citizens; American veterans and modern
parents who dream of a better life for
their children, not satisfied with being,
merely, a part of a side-show to entertain sightseers.
"I'li pay anything if you'll find a

• The Reverend T. T. Taam, jmstor of the Chinese i11ethodist Church," talking with
volunteer teachers in the English-s/1eahing Service Project. These women go into the
homes of Chinese mothers to helf1 them learn to sfJeah English. Le/t to right: First row:
Miss Picherl, First klethodist; ilfrs. Good, Glide M.emorial 1l1etlwdist; 1l1iss Gress,
dfrector of the f1rojecf;,11iiss [(ortemeier, evangelistic worker and teacher in the f1roject.
Second row: 11iiss Coffen, First Presbyterian, Oakland; Mrs. iVhite, Lake Park 11iethoclist,
Oahlm1cl; Jlfrs. Franlllin, Taylor Memorial 11Ietlwdist, Oakland. Third row: 1l1rs. Haas,
Slwtt11ch Aven11e Methodist, Oahland; llirs. Elliott, Glide Memorial Methodist; 111iss
Erichson, Trinity Methodist.
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teacher to help my wife with English,"
says one young husband, a navy man.
"She speaks well and can make herself
understood, but she can read only a
few words. She is picking up slang
instead of good English and needs help
with her language. She works as an
elevator operator in a department store
so can study only on her clay off or
evenings."
The wife, herself, adds, "The girl in
charge makes fun of me, but she's
been in· America nine years and is
just now an American citizen. I've been
here three years, but I'll get my papers
before I stay nine!"
"Please send an English teacher,"
pleads a young mother of three tots.
"On one side of me lives an American; on the other side, a Japanese! can't talk to either of them."
Such urgent requests are being answered by a group of church women,
volunteer-teachers, in a fast snowba11ing project of the 'Voman's Division
under the ski11ecl leadership of :rviiss
D E C E
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to Neighbors-

IJhinatown, U.S.A.
By EUNICE JONES STRICKLAND
Ruth Gress, for nine years a missionary-teacher in China.
In November of 1951 Rev. T. T.
Taam, pastor of the Chinese JVIethoclist Church in San Francisco, introduced Ivliss Gress to several young
mothers asking for help with English.
Having been newly appointed to San
Francisco to work under the lengthy
title of "Youth Director with Chinese,
Filipino, and Korean Methodist
Churches on the 'Vest Coast, and parttime worker with the G.I. brides in
Chinatown," Miss Gress welcomed
this open door. She began teaching in
the homes of three women, giving each

a private lesson one hour a week. By
the fall of 1952, she was teaching more
eager pupils and this work claimed all
her time.
"I was finding the mission in Chinatown as thrilling and challenging as
had been my high school teaching in
Nanping, Fukien Province in China,"
said l\!Iiss Gress. "These women and
their · children wrapped themselves
about my heart and I became deeply
interested in everything that affected
them. This new venture of living with
Goel was a thrilling experience-I
wished I could share it with everyone."
Requests came in so fast that the

r G1s 1
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• Mrs.
Edwards,
Glide
Memorial
Church, greets 111rs. H'ong as she comes
for a lesson. lllrs. H1ong works in a sewing factory all day, so lzas lier class at
nine in the morning, so tliat size can worh
witliout interrufJtion the rest of tlie day.

Director realized she must have help
to meet the great demand for teachers.
'Vhy not give other l\1ethodist women
an opportunity to share her joy? She
sent a letter to each Vloman's Society
of Christian Service of the Methodist
churches in the San Francisco Bay
Area, asking for volunteers to teach
one hour a week in the home of a
Chinese woman . 111e response was
immediate, and the work grew steadily. In April of 195 5 there were twentyfour women working in thirty-three
homes, teaching fifty-eight women.
"I have never done any sort of volunteer work that I have enjoyed as
much as I do this teaching," says Mrs.
C., one of the teachers. "I have a feeling that more is being accomplished
than simply the acquisition of English
words. Last Monday Mr. and Mrs. Lee
asked me a lot of questions about Je~
sus . . . and I found myself telling
how I felt about his life and what he
means to me. Mr. Lee interpreted for
his wife as we talked. I have taught
adult Bible classes for years, but never
had as keen a sense of responsibility as
I did at that moment."
Another teacher says, "Taking on
this teaching has made some radical
changes in our family. Cutting out the
pictures in our National Geographic
28
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1\tfagazine-such a thing has never
been done in our home. But now my
husband aids and abets me in searching for suitable visual aids for my
class. I even cut up my most rece;1t
Ladies' Home Journal before reading
it, and I've now lost a piece of an
article I especially wanted." But the
smile on her face tells that her loss
is far outweighed by the joy in this new
opportunity for friendship.
Besides teaching her pupil, Mrs.
Chow, for eighteen months, this
teacher, Mrs. E., also accompanies her
to the clinic where she helps her Chinese friend in talking to the doctor.
Mr. Chow is proud of his wife, who
has now developed enough confidence
in speaking English that she can attend to the business in their launc.hy
while he is away.
A minister's wife gives this wo1<l,
"I always wanted to be a m1ss1onary,
but things didn't work out that way.
Now I am living out a dream of my
childhood. My student reads very well,
so we have started the Story of
Jesus, in simple English, written by
Dr. Frank Laubach. Mrs. Law's growing interest in this story, so new to
her, has stabbed me awake, for here
is a mind that is learning about Jesus
for the first time. To read with her
week by w.eek is to feel the joy a
missionary must have as she works in
another land. And I am ' having that

experience right here in San Fran·

.

CISCO. "

"As I look back on my three and a
half years in Chinatown," says Ruth
Gress, "I have seen miracles happencloors opened which were closed to all
efforts before; lonely women respond·
ing to the friendship and love expressed by Christian women who volunteered to help a Chinese mother
speak English. These local church
women are a wonderful corps and are
doing fine work."
This friendly missionary effort does
more than teach English. It often
solves problems and brings about better understanding in the home. 111e
husbands, in many cases, are most
pleased at the progress made by their
wives, in their use of English, and the
wives rejoice in this contact with their
San Francisco neighbors. And it is
working changes in the American
homes, too.
"My husband had prejudices with
a capital 'P,' " remarks l\!Jrs. D., "but
since meeting my student and her fine
husband and their family, his ideas
about Chinese are undergoing . a
change."
American customs and ways of living are being taught in such a natural
way-"V/hat will you do on 11rnnksgiving Day?" Mrs. V/ ong asked her
teacher.
"Our family is small," replied Mrs.

• Mrs. Franklin of Taylor Memorial Methodist Church, with lier students 11'frs. Dea
and i11rs. Chung, and thefr children. ll'frs. Franklin comes to San Francisco every week
to helJ1 these mothers with their English.
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\V., "so we always invite in some
servicemen. Thanksgiving is a time
when we try to share what we hm·e
with someone who cannot be home
for the holiday."
lVIrs. \:Vong needed only this suggestion. She invited in an old Chinese
gentleman who lived nearby in a room
he had occupied for over thirty-six
years, his wife and family still in
China.
"\Ve had to buy an extra squab, for
what we had prepared would not be
enough," reported Mrs. \Vong later.
"And the old man thanked us with
tears in his eyes."
Most of the women receiving the
instruction arc wives of Chinese men
who served in the United States
Armed Forces. After attaining their
citizeriship, many of the men returned
to their ancestral villages in South
China and brought their brides back
to the United States. Now, mothers of
small children, these women are cager
to keep abreast of their clay.
"\Ve do not teach citizenship or
fonnal grammar," the Director explains, "only conversational English,
helping the students to have courage
and confidence in talking English and
building a vocabulary."
· Miss Gress meets her teachers
once a month, when they share experiences and res:eive materials for
teaching. But each woman is a private
teacher, working with her pupils at
their own speed, meeting the needs as
she sees the students' interest; following the text closely, or departing to
teach other words and ideas which are
of practical use.
:Many churches which are too far
away to send teachers, are helping in
this new work by sending cash supply
gifts for purchasing textbooks, New
Testaments, flannelgraph supplies and
other materials. Although the first appeal for volunteer teachers was made
through the Methodist churches, interest in this neighborly venture has
spread to other Protestant groups.
Among the seventy-five women who
have given time to teaching there are:
fifty-five Methodists, and one or more
from Presbyterian, Episcopal, Christian, Congregational, Dutch· Reform,
Lutheran and tviission Covenant
Churches. Some women worked two
months, others longer and a few as
long as two ·years.
J) E C E l\I Il E R
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o Mn. SJll'inhle and a
class wlzo hclfJed fmt 011
the Christmas fJrogrnm for
students and tcaclzc1·s some
~·cars ago. Nlrs. Sfn·inhle
comes from Redwood Cil)'
every weeh to teach mz
evening class for these
mothers.

"The interest in National Missions
"Mrs. Helen Stone and her staff of
has grown since some of our members
workers at Gum :rvioon deserve hearty
in the \:Voman's Society of Christian
thanks for their help in many details
Service have been ·teaching in ·Chinaof our porject," says :Miss Gress.
town," one minister's wife reports.
One very happy outcome of this
That this practical approach to misevolving work is the monthly party
sions has a universal -.appeal is shown
for the' students. Games, films, a deby the various people who volunteer
votional message, and refreshments
for service: retired teachers, housefurnished, in turn, by the Chinese
wives, presidents of \Voman's Sociemothers makes this an anticipated
ties of Christian Sel\·ice, office workfellowship.
ers, college girls, professors' wives,
"To see lives open and blossom
preachers' wives~ a nurse, a laboratory
under our sen·ice gi\'es added inspiratechnician, a beauty operator and writ~
tion and drive to bring Christ to those
ers.
whom our lives touch, daily," says l'vliss
"Basic to our whole program," l\1iss
Gress. She sums up the feeling of joy
Gress continues, "is a desire that these
and satisfaction felt by all concerned
mothers shall come to know Christ as
with this Mission to Chinatown,
their personal Friend and Saviour. \Ve
U.S.A., by sharing with us two poems
want to enlist them in the fellowship
written by one of her volunteer teachers:
of some church group. As a means
leading to this encl, we encourage the
SONGS OF PING YUEN:::
reading of the Story of Jesus in
By Mary Cm·tci:
versions suitable to the student's readNew Fricuds
ing ability. \Ve have also sta'r ted an
Hom Ling Goon and
Sut Ying Soon
Enalish
Bible Class which meets each
b
drinking tea
Sunday morning at Gum 1\foon Resiin Chinatown, U.S.A.
dence Hall. All whose command of
smiJc at me.
All they can say
English will make the class of value are
is "O.K."
invited. There is now a small but conChinese eyes,
sistent group who come to this class,
woman wise
leaving their children at the Methodist
acknowlcclge kin.
church school while they attend."
In Chinatown, U.S.A.
they take me in.
This Bible Class is taught by Miss
All they can say
Clara Kortemeier, also a former misis "0.K."
sionary to China, who has recently
Tl1c Tcadrcr
been serving as Miss Gress' assistant,
"Herc comes Teacher!"
and evangelistic worker in this EnglishEyc;s shine, lips laugh, feet nm,
bring mother-pupil smiling to the door.
teaching service project.
"Here comes Teacher!"
Besides the private classes in the
That name child voices gave
to one who visited in Galilee.
homes, two evening classes in conver- /
sational English are taught at the Gum
i\ly heart kneels as I pray
"Live in my mind, my lips today."
Moon Residence Hall, for mothers
who can arrange to leave their chil•:• Ping Yuen is the low-rent housi ng unit in
dren.
Chinatown .
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Christmas Poems

Leon Y. Kofod l'h oto

A BETHLEHEM

*
HBut Once

There Shone

A Radiant Star"
BY
MADELYN GREGG

What light is that which fills the skies?
"Atomic bombs," they say.
But once there shone a radiant starlt guided Wise Men from afar.
What sound is that which fills the air?
"The roar of planes," they say.
But once an angel chorus sangThe hills of all Judea rang.
That star has lighted all the earth,
That song reechoes stillThat in all lands there should be peace,
And in men's hearts good will.
Look up, look up, 0 men of war,
Lay clown your sword and spear.
Cast from your hearts the thought of war,
Cast out your hate and fear.
Look up and see the wondrous star,
Be still and: hear the Word,
That men should live in brotherhood
Lay down your spear and sword!
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"Christmas
is Old,
Christmas
is New"

*

The long-ago Christmas brought angels tb sing
That a Babe in a manger could yet be a king,
And Christmas today holds wonders in store
For those who stand ready to open faith's door.

BY
FRANCES KIRKLAND

Christmas is old, Christmas is new,
And shepherds and Wise l\1en have always come true.

*
"So We
Ask More"
BY
MAUDE WHITE HARDIE

DECE:MBER

1955

Christmas is old, Christmas is new,
And Wise Men and shepherds have always come true.

If Christmas joy were only light of star
And burst of song, hearts still would grateful be;
Today's world needs in its perplexity
The lowering skies sudden to swing ajar
At hallelujah note and piercing ray.
But melodies too easily heard, may fall
On too-accustomed ears, to sound their call;
And stars lead only men who seek the way.
So we ask more: the Source behind the beam
\.Yhich keeps its power constant: harmony
Which pulses in a ceaseless ecstasy
Of souls in tune, following that far gleam.
0 Light of Light, make our lives shine and sing,
And through the dimness guide men to our King!
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l'o1111g women from three

•

continents mingled in an in·
ternational and i11terracial fellowshi/1 cl11ring the 9-day
seminar. This gro11/1 includes
(left to right) 1Vliss Sarojini
Sinlw, a Crusade Scl10/ar f1·om
India; 1l1iss Patricia ]ense, a )'011th
reJn·esentative from Minnesota;
111iss Thelma James, a
)'Ollth 1·eJ1rese11tative from .Texas;
Miss Randele Ricaise, a
Crusade Scholar from Sierra
Leone, and Miss Maggie Ann Giger,
a youth reJ1resentative from
Missouri.
lUdcr·l'hilpott l'hoto

JN ALL probability, most of the people in Kansas City, Missouri, last
August were only vaguely aware of the
meeting. They had read in the Kansas
City Star that eighty Methodist women
were meeting at the National College
for Christian Workers and they may
even have read the reports of what
some of the speakers had to say.
As in most large convention cities,
however, where meetings of all sorts
and sizes are a year-around occurrence,
the national seminar of the \Voman's
Division of Christian Service created
no excitement.
And yet, those eighty women meeting for ten and eleven hours daily in
the classrooms and assembly halls of
National College were making decisions and formulating policies that
would have a tremendous influence on
the \Voman's Society of Christian
Service for the next four years. 111e
seminar was a once-in-a-quadrennium
conference on social and international
questions and their relation to the
Methodist woman.
Sponsored by the Department of
Christian Social Relations and Local
Church Activities, the seminar drew
women from most of the annual conferences of Methodism. Most were
chairmen of Christian Social Relations
in the \Voman's Society of their con32
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BY LEONARD PERRYMAN

ference, but others were conference
presidents, student secretaries, youth
secretaries and other officers.
111e seminar took on an international aspect with the presence of missionaries and nationals and was interracial in every respect. 111e \Voman's
Division's interest in young persons
was evident in the presence of six
youth and six student delegates.
111e seminar was a workshop in the
most industrious sense of the word.
111e basic theme, "A Christian
\Voman Understanding Her Vlorld,"
was borne out in every session and was
dealt with in specifics in three subthemes, or emphases, each of which
was studied in detail by the delegates
for two or three days. 111e emphases
were "A Christian Woman Building World Understanding 111rough
Local Church, Community and Government Channels," "The Christian

\Voman at \Vork through the United
Nations to Build \Vorld Understanding," and "The Christian Church and
the Missionary Enterprise-Channels
for \Vorld Understanding."
The pattern for considering each of
the complex topics was similar: A
speaker (or speakers) to set the tone,
a plenary session of all delegates to
question the speaker and to raise issues
pertinent to the central topic, discussion and planning in ten work
groups, a panel and another session of
the work groups. After ten days of
speeches, panels and discussions, the
women met for two days of plenary
sessions to draw up and adopt "findings" on the three emphases and on
just a few of the issues raised in the
work groups.
So, while traffic rolled by on busy
. Truman Road (named for former
President Harry S. Truman), the
\VORLD
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. • The lV cs/cyan Service Guild was 1'C/ncscntccl at the seminar by officers ancl members
from many jmrts of the Unitecl States. Guild members in this gro11/J are (seated, left
to right) 11Iiss Lillie F. Arnold, Atlanta, Ga.; and llliss Lillian Johnson, New l'orh,
exec11tilie secretary of the G11il<l, and (standing, left to l'iglzt) Miss Adona Sich, Endicott,
N. Y., and 11Iiss Lucile Flowel"S, Plainview, Tex.

women discussed questions of national
and international significance, attempting to place them in a Christian perspective and to chart a course in the
field of Christian ·social relations that
in some measure could guide their twomillion-member organization in the
next four years.
111c tone of the conference was set
the opening clay by l'diss llJClma Stevens, executive secretary of the Department of Christian Social Relations and
the chief planner of the seminar. She
said:
"'Ve hope here at the seminar to
discuss and to seek to interpret some
of the basic world issues in relation
to the resources and channels at hand
that help us better to understand our
world. In the light of past experience,
we want to explore new means by
wh.ich Christian women may work
for ' world ·understanding and peace.
And we seek for all members of our
DECEI\.fBER
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group a new and personal commitment
to work with greater urgency in the
name and spirit of Jesus Christ to
strengthen the channels for bridging
the barriers that separate the world's
peoples."
To present a background and a challenge for the study ,i11 various areas,
the women heard speeches by Christian leaders in a wide sweep of nation::il
and international fields.
Among the speakers who presented
particularly significant challenges and
a bit of what they said were:
lVIiss Dorothy N. Dalbey, vicemayor of Cincinnati, Ohio, who encouraged Christian women to take an
active part in government.
"'\Then good citizens, particularly
ministers and laymen of the church,
shirk the responsibility for making
their op11110ns known," she said,
"government is left to the influence
o'f self-seeking pressure groups."

Dr. Kenneth L. . f.faxwell, New
York, associate executive director of
the Department of International
Affairs of the National Council of
Churches, who saw a lessening of attacks on the United Nations at a national level by McCarthyites and
other extremist groups. '\Tith improvement in East-West relations, he
said, public confidence in the U .N.
is becoming stronger.
, Charles M. Smith, director of spccia 1 services in the National Council's
'Vashington office, who deplored the
inadequacy of housing for non-white
Americans. He said the greatest defect in the home-building industry is
that non-white groups-those with
the greatest need-may acquire only a
small per cent of the new houses.
Dr. Ina C. Brown, Nashville,
Tenn., professor of social anthropology at Scarritt College, whose
op1mon is ,. that Americans, in the
style of Al Capp's "Li'! Abner," arc;
greeting the nuclear age with one of
three reactions-"Hooray! Sob, Gulp."
111c "Hooray" people believe that
times are good and homeless millions
arc far away. The "Sob" crowd has
given up all as lost. The best hope, Dr.
Brown said, seems to lie with those
persons who are willing to say "Gulp"
in the face of staggering problems and
go on from there with courage and
- faith.
It was in the· findings of the seminar
that the hours of speeches, panels and
animated discussions came to fruition.
In memorials to the General Conference of 1956, in recommendations to
the Vloman's Division for official action and in suggestions to l\tlrs. Methodist Vloman in the local church, the
seminar delegates spoke their convictions on what the Christian woman's
attitude should be on various questions and what she can do about them
in the church, in local, state and national government and in the U.N.
and the world church.
A few of the findings will be indicative of their scope.
One asked that the 'Voman's Division memorialize the General Conference to remove all racial barriers
within the structure of The Methodist
Church. This was adopted unanimously.
111e findings recommended that
Methodist women:

r 621 i

33

ltlder-l'hilPott Photo

• A panel at tlze conference incl11des (left to right) Miss Erin
Turner, 1l1acon, Ga., national chairmim of the TVorld Christian
Commtmity Committee of the Methodist St11dent Movement; Miss
Luella Reckmeyer, a member of the fn-ess section of tlze U. S. mission to the U. N.; llfrs. Clifford A. Render, associate secretary of
the De/Jartment of Christian Social Relations of the TVoman's

Support efforts to have Negroes and
other niinority groups represented on
local school boards.
Join with other groups to work for
adequate housing for all persons without barriers of segregation.
Take leadership in placing refugees
in their communities, as The Methodist Church has been assigned the task
of finding sponsors for 5,000 refugees.
Become informed on local government issues and interview candidates
and prospective candidates to obtain
their views on various questions.
Cooperate in integrating migrant
workers into the communities where
they live for varying periods of time.
Join with other community groups
to make definite plans for summer
employment for teen-age youths.
One recommendation asked that
The lVIethodist Church give an increasing voice to the "younger"
churches, such as those in India and
Japan .
111e delegates were guided in the
plenary sessions by jurisdictional and
national leaders of the Vloman's Society, including Mrs. J. Fount Tillman, Lewisburg, Tenn., chairman of
the Department of Christian Social
34
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Division; llfrs. Eunice Hunton Carter, a member of tlze national
board of the Y.W.C.A.; M1·s. Dornthy Dolbey, vice-mayor of
Cincinnati, Ohio, and Dr. Kenneth Maxwell, associate executive
director of the DejJartment of International Affairs of the
National Council of Churches.

• An international team,
who will meet with Method·
ist women in ten workshops
across the countr)' on world
understanding, we1·e introduced at the seminar. The)'
are (left to right) Mrs. Kiyo
· Tanaka, Nagoya, ]a/Jan; Miss
Violeta Cavallero, Montevideo, Uruguay, and "Miss
Eva ShijJstone, Lucknow,
India.

Relations; Mrs. J. N. Rodeheaver,
'Vinona Lake, Ind.; Mrs. John M.
Pearson, Hancock, N. Y.; Mrs.
Charles '\Tegner, St. Paul, Minn., and
Mrs. J. Russell Henderson, Little
Rock, Ark.
It was at the seminar that three
women from foreign lands, whom
thousands of Methodist women will
meet in the next year, were first introduced. They are members of an international team that wi11 meet with
Methodist women across the country
in ten seminars on world understanding. They are Mrs. Kiyo Tanaka of
Japan, Miss Violeta Cava11ero of

Uruguay and :rviiss Eya Shipstone of
India. Miss Louise Robinson, a former
executive secretary of the Vl oman's
Division, is the coordinator of the
team.
On August 11, ten heetic days of
meetings behind . them, the delegates
left National College, pledged to carry
back to Methodist women in their
areas the message of the seminarthat every Christian, in a world of division and turmoil, must have a new
and personal commitment to work
with greater urgency in the name and
spirit of Jesus Christ to bridge the barners that separate the world's people.
WORLD
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• Dr. Eva11geli11e 111. Tlzillaya111/mla111,
Jn·esiclent of Isabella Tlzob11rn College.

EDITOR'S NOTE: One of the problems of a

monthly missionary paper is to get the story
of a happening in the paper near the time
it happens. World Outlooh carried the
fact that Isabella Thoburn College had a
new president some time ago. But this is the
first moment we could get the story of the
inauguration of the president, and of the
tas·k ahead, to you.

• DY

JSABELLA Thoburn College has a
new president. In the late summer
of this year Dr. E\'angeline M.
Thillayampalam was inaugurated in an
impressive hour's ceremony. · The
academic procession included besides
the forty-five faculty members the
visiting ~oard of Governors, assembled
for the occasion, the Vice-Chancellor
of Lucknow University in his scarlet
robes, Bishop Clement D. Rockey,
president of the Board, and Dr. Thillayampalam.
The high moment was the presentation of the key by Dr. ?vlarie Sommerville, Vice-President, to the Bishop
who gave it to Dr. Thillayampalam. In
DECE.MBER
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the symbolism of the 'key lay the difference bet\\'een this and the usual ceremony. "Tl~is key, which has been held
by former presidents, is the key to our
chapel. It, therefore, symbolizes our
faith in God and our purpose to keep
the worship of God at the center of
our thinking an~l maintain it as the
controlling factor in our college life."
The night before, Holy Communion
was celebrated 111 the McDowell
Chapel, at the new President's request.
The morning chapel was a formal
Consecration Service, with the student
body, staff and Board of Governors rededicating themselves to the high purposes of the College. Kneeling at the

•·

altar, Dr. Thillayampalam was consecrated by the Bishop and took the
pledge, "I do solemnly and in loving
devotion to my God and Saviour dedicate myself to the proper fulfillment of
all the duties and tasks that come to
me, the Lord being my helper."
All through the three services past
presidents were in our thoughts . Fi\'e
of these are still living. \Ve were reminded that Miss Florence Nichols is
ninety and is still keenly interested in
the College. !virs. Enola Eno Forsgren
is doing social sen1ice work in Indiai1ola, Iowa. Gracious Dr. Chandrama
Prem Nath Dass was present in person
and spoke on "Our Heritage." while
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Dr. 1vlary E. Shannon, now living in
Topeka, Kansas, spoke to us through
the noble words of the college hymn,
her composition, sung by a triple trio
of students. The printed service forms
had been written by1vliss Ava F. Hunt
on the boat as she sailed from India
last July, retiring from the College but
still carrying its needs in her heart.
Over all brooded the spirit of Sarah
Chakko, still alive on the campus
where she had poured out the whole of
her adult life in loving service. In her
inaugural address Dr. Thillayampalam
recalled the achievements of these and
earlier Presidents-Isabella Thoburn,
Ruth Robinson, Flora Robinson
Howells, Grace C. Davis-and named
many of the teachers who had also
helped build the inheritance into
tvhich she has come.
No listener at these inaugural services could miss the basic vocabulary of
the College: God, Jesus Christ, faith,
hope, -love, scholarship, efficiency, discipline, democracy, ideals, beauty, saccrifice, service. Beautiful words these to
have as basic ones. Each president has
brought her particular emphasis to the
college according to the need of her
time and the extent of her vision and
resources. '\That will be the needs,
what the vision, what the resources for
the president in this new era in the life
of Isabella Thoburn College?
Time will reveal Dr. Thillayampalam's visions. Her resources include :
the faith of the public in this Collegefaith spread by our alumnae and their
parents; the Joyal backing of the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches in the
U. S. A.; the financial support from the
';\/omen's Division of Christian Service of The Methodist Church in the
U. S. A., and from the Government of
India; a harmoniously working staff,
undivided by distinctions of race or
rank. Seven of the nine Americans are
permanent missionary members, of
whom three have been in the College
from thirty to thirty-five years, and
four from twenty to twenty-nine years.
Nineteen of the Indian leaders are ·
graduates of the college, returned after
graduate study and experience elsewhere. These carry on the traditions of
the College and keep its personality
substantially the same, in spite of the
changes in the staff each year as young
teachers resign to marry. Dr. Thillayampalam has also an eager student
36
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body of girls from fifteen Provinces in
India besides fou~ students from the
U.S.A. Two hundred and thirty of
these arc of the Hindu faith, 15 5 Christians, thirty-three rvioslems, sixteen
Sikhs, and three Zoroastrians. These
mingle their cultures in happy camaraderie, half of them being fortunate
enough to live in our three dormitories.
She has an extremely loyal body of
alumnae, who a11 claim "Chand Bagh"
as a second home. All these would
seem enviable resources to any college
president.
And problems which the new administration is facing? Some are
serious difficulties accompanying the
Go\'ernment's policy in ordering Hindi
instead of English for the medium of
instruction. Others come from the
sudden broadening of the Lucknow
University's prescribed curriculum.
One new ruling, for example, is that
no student can get her B.A. until she
has passed examinations in four languages-Hindi, one other modern Indian language, English and Sanskrit.
rvlost puzzling of the problems, perhaps, will be what policy to adopt towards expansion, for that little number
437 mentioned as our enrollment is
large to us. It means a nineteen per cent
increase in only two years, with no increase in facilities . In 1950 we felt the
limit should be 300, but by 1953 the
over-crowding of less equipped co11eges
made Miss Chakko feel morally
obliged to expand to 352. In 1954 409
students were enrolled, this year 437.
High schools will keep on turning out
more and more girls. Junior co11eges
are springing .up like crocuses; three
other girls' colleges, besides Isabella
Thoburn, are now affiliated with Lucknow University for upper classes. But
the co11ege is sti11 besieged on registration days.
'Vhat sha11 we do? Shall we, remembering how Miss Thoburn prayed for
girls to educate, think of each girl as
an opportunity and open our doors to
all who come? Shall we build more
dormitories, extend classroom space,
increase our library reading rooms and
books, laboratory equipment, faculty
-all of which arc now taxed beyond
their limits? Or shall we stay by the
policy of "quality, not quantity"-a
college small enough so that every student is known well as an individual to
many teachers? How small an institu-

tion do we have the right to remain,
being as we are the best organized,
equipped and supported girls' college
in North India? How large can we Jet
ourselves • grow \vithout losing those
.,:alues we and the public treasure most
in Chanel Bagh? Beyond what point
would we cease to be training leaders
and become merely mass educators?
How large a proportion of non-Christian students can we admit and yet
maintain a Christian atmosphere and
Christian activities-for the expansion
. wi11 be largely from the Hindu community; most of the Christian community is too poor to give even high
school education to its children.
Such are the problems that already
loom before the new President. Fortunately she brings to her task gifts· of
scholarly attainments and practical experience as an administrator. Having
spent her Freshinan and Sophomore
years in this College, Dr. Thi11ayampa1am took her B.Sc. degree from the
Allahabad University in 1918, standing first in the University. Then, she
received the M.Sc. from Allahabad and
an M.A. from Columbia University.
In 1929 she received the Ph.D. degree
from Columbia, probably the first Indian woman to receive· the doctorate
in pure science. She was on the staff
of Isabella Thoburn College from
1920-1935 except for intervals of leave
for study and for one year as an exchange professor of zoology in Wellesley College. In 193 5 she was called
back ·to her own school, Cirnndikuli
Girls' College, Jaffna, Ceylon, and
served there as Vice-Principal, Acting
Principal, and Principal until 1950.
Since then she has been President as
well as Head of the Department of
Natural Sciences in Lady Doak College, in Madura,_ South India. She is
the author of two textbooks widely
used in India: Scoliodon, The Slrnrk
of the Indian Seas, and An Introduction to Biology.
Dr. Thillayampalam is a member of
the Anglican Church. Her religion is
vital to her and she has already made
it clear to all that she will keep God at
the center of the College. 'Vbatever
visions God gives her, however rich or
limited the resources at hand, the
Board of Governors and the faculty
have faith to believe she will keep basic
the words in the basic vocabulary of
Isabella Thoburn College.
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you two pages of it. Poetry does not
appear often in \Vorld Outlook. It is
not a regula'r feature. But occasionally
the editors come across a poem that
is too good to be allowed to go to another magazine more concerned with
poetry. TI1e poems in this issue are
that good.
\Ve will be interested in knowing
if you use the poems in any public
way. Perhaps you will use them in a
Christmas vesper service, or in a worship time in the Woman's Society of
Christian Sen•ice. The December cover will make a background for the reading of the poems. \Ve hope that you
like our cover picture. \:Ve have had
many Christmas covers showing the
Christ Child. Some of them have been
modem, some of them have been ancient. \\Te especially like the restful
pose of this Christ Child as he lies in
his mother's arms. We are interested
to observe that each painter shows the
Child and his mother as looking very
much like the mothers and children he
can see outside his own windows.
Probably at no other time in the
church in America have so many Christians been pondering the question of
human equality, what it is, what it involves. Dr. F. Ernest Johnson, a scholar
and a devout Methodist, brings his
theological training and instinct for
Christian ethics to bear on this problem. It is the kind of article that needs
careful reading. It is the kind of article
that needs at least two minds working
on it so that one mind can get the
most out of it. \Ve suggest it as a basis
for discussion in a men's class or in a
young adult class. Secretaries of
Christian Social Relations and of
Spiritual Life may find it equally useful
in presenting these special phases of
work. TI1e minister may find it useful
in clearing his own thinking, whether
he agrees with it or not. One of the
sentences which needs consideration
is: "Yet, when all has been said that
can be said about equality on the negative side, its persistence as a formal ethical principle is one of the most impresD EC EMBER
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sive aspects of the history of morals."
Let us know how the article has been
used by you. Let us know what you
think of the article.
\\Thercver any piece of missionary
work exists, there is the cry that there
are not enough workers for the job.
The cry will probably continue as
long as there is work. But there are
ways of meeting the need. The. Methodist women around San Francisco
decided that they could teach English
to some Chinese mothers, and thus relieve a professional worker of a monumental task. TI1e teaching has gone
on for several years now-indeed, our
Christmas party picture appearing in
this issue was taken two years agoand the results on both sides arc good.
Read the article ancl see if it gives you
ideas on how your class or Society can
extend the scn ice of the church.
We have apologized on other pages
in this issue for the tardiness a monthly paper must show in telling of current events. But that lies in the very
nature of the monthly magazine, its
deadlines and the fact that it is set
up for long-range news rather than
for immediate news. Vve are bringing
to our readers this month two articles
that had immediate news value back
in August, but have long-range news
value for the church. One is the story
of a Seminar that was held in Kansas
City during one of the hottest two
weeks in the history"of the state. But
out of the Seminar ha,ie· come suggestions which may affect the program
of the Board of Missions for monthsperhaps for years-to come.
TI1e other is the story of the inauguration of a new president at Isabella TI1oburn College, ,Lucknow,
India. TI1e questions that rise before
this young woman as she faces her
task (brought to us by the missionary
Marjorie Dimmitt) are ones that face
schools anywhere in the missionary
world. \Vorld Outlook readers will
want to get acquainted with Dr.
Thillayampalam and watch her as she
sets the course for Isabella TI1oburn .
It has become almost traditional for
\Vorld Outlook to pick up pictures
1

THIS MONTH
from around the world to celebrate
Christmas. TI1is year we arc bringing
pictures of women around the world
-:t\'fcthodist women and the service
they are giving. TI1e picture section is
most appropriate for a Status of
\:Vomcn program, since the point is
stressed over and over again in the
legends that it is the Christian faith
which has fitted these women for sen'ice. The picture section may also be
used as a basis for a \Vorld Federation
of Methodist \Vomen program. Pictures for both these emphases are not
easy to get. If you have the task of
promoting either, you will be interested in kno\Ving that you can buy the
pictures in' separate sets from Literature Headquarters, 7820 Reading Road,
Cincinnati 37, Ohio.
Last month we brought our readers
a picture story of Borneo. It was more
or less general. TI1is month we bring
you the story of the growth of the
Christian church. Borneo is one of the
strategic places in the world chosen for
special emphasis during the next quadrennium by th.e mission board of the
church. An alert Commission on Missions will want to mark the article for
use in presenting the quadrennial
emphases. TI1e finance committee may
want to use the article in its presentation of that part of the \\T orld Sen•ice
budget set aside for missions. A \\Toman's Society may want to use it in introducing its work in Borneo.
It is too early for W' orld Outlook
to report on the results of its subscription campaign. \Ve do know that
we are greeting many new readers this
month. \Ve hope that you will get
into the habit of writing to us, letting
us know what type of story is of the
most use to you, telling us that you
recognized the third person from the
left in the picture from a far-off place,
and getting, in general, to feel that
we are your representatives and that
this is your paper in a very particular
way.
\i\Te are happy to welcome you at
this Christmas season . Vle are looking
forward to the vcar ahead with vou
added to our v:/orlcl Outlook fan~ily .
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• Books of unusual interest selected by WORLD OUTLOOK for commendation to its readers. Order any or all of them from the nearest branch
of )'ow· Methodist Publishing House.
THE INTERPRETER'S BIBLE, Vol. 11;
Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians, Tim·
oth}'• Titus, Philemon, and Hebrews. Edited
by George Buttrick and others. Nashville,
Tenn., 1955: Abingdon Press; 763 pages,
$8.75.
The eleventh volume of this great twelvcvolume commentary contains introductory
articles, texts, exegesis, and exposition of
nine New Testament epistles. Each letter
has its special interest, and the twelve distinguished scholars who interpret them leave
no pertinent question untouched. Some questions do not get .easy answers-the authorship of Hebrews, for example. But the most
valuable findings of scholarship arc here.
This volume is particularly fertile in ideas
for preaching and teaching. The editors have
hit upon methods of treatment which make
TJ1e Iuterpreter's Bible not only "Christendom's most comprehensive commentary," but
about the most widely useful study of the
whole Bible available todav. It serves the
needs of the beginner in Bible study, the
professional worker, and the advanced scholar.
This volume is one of the best in a series
which has consistently maintained a lofty
standard .
BISHOP CANNON'S OWN STORY, by
James Cannon, Jr. (edited by Richard L.
Watson, Jr.) Durham, N. C., 1955: Duke
University Press; 465 pp., $6.75.
For strength of intellect, force of character, and influence upon the events of his
times Bishop Cannon was perhaps the most
widely known Protestant minister of his
generation. He was also, because of his leadership of the prohibition forces and his part in
organizing the anti-Smith Democrats in the
South, perhaps the most viciously attacked
of any preacher of his day.
Anyone who wants to understand American
history between the two world wars, the
influence of American Protestantism on national policies, and the heyday of American
temperance reform and prohibition will need
this autobiography.
The editor's introduction tells of reducing
the original manuscript and reorgani zing the
material in certain minor ways; but this is
the bishop's own story. It is a valuable contribution to tl1e 11istory of church and state
in a crucial period . The book has special
interest for readers of \¥oRLD OUTLOOK because of its firsthand account of the episcopal
administration of missionary activities in
Mexico, the Belgian Congo, and Brazil.
DOING THE TRUTH, by James A. Pike.
Garden City, N. Y., 1955: Doubleday & Company, Inc.; 102 pp., $2.95.
111is volume of the Christian Faith Series
is a study of the ways in which we should
translate our faith-our knowledge of the
Truth-into action in all our daily contacts.

38

r6261

Dean Pike takes into account the factors in
daily life which make it difficult to do the
Truth wholly and completely, but in presenting these difficulties he also shows a way
to surmount them through an acknowledgment of our dependence upon God and His
infinite plan.
WITHIN TWO WORLDS, by David l\[.
Cory. New York, 1955: The Friendship Press;
177 pp. cloth $2.00, paper $1.25.
Against the background of their history,
American Indians arc portrayed in this mission study book as a people represented in
all professions and in all walks of life. Dr.
Cory presents what has been done by government and by the churches to improve the
status of these much -abused first Americans.
He shows the co-operation between missions
and government agencies.
Supplemented in the study course by
Doors Toward tl1e Sunrise, Tl1e Gift Is Ric11,
and This Is tl1e Indian American, this
book should be a useful text. W'itl1in Two
\\/orlds should be supplemented, ho\\'evcr,
where the stress is laid on missions, for Dr.
Cory has not attempted a complete account
of the various denominational programs.
LIVINGSTONE THE PATHFINDER, by
Basil Mathews. New York, 1955: The Friend·
ship Press; 166 pp., $2.50.
This new edition of the biography of
David Livingstone is a beautiful presentation
of a story of dedication, courage and faith
which will never grow old. Its appeal is to
both young and old.
THE YEARS OF OUR LORD, by Charles
M. Crowe. Nasln·ille, Tenn., 1955: Abing·
don Press; 155 pp., $2.50.
These sermons carry a moving personal
message. Just as the life of Jesus moves inexorably toward a Cross and the Ascension,
so the dramatic impact and the personal
implications of the events in that life urge
the reader on and lead him to thoughtful,
prayerful self-examination.
JEREMIAH, by Elmer A. ~eslie. Nashville,
Tenn., 1954: Abingdon Press; 349 pp., $4.75.
Dr. Leslie's study is a rich contribution to
a better understanding of this prophet ·and
his message. The biographical material brings
out the personality of Jeremiah and makes him
seem more real. By arranging the chapters of
the book, for the purposes of his study, in
their historical sequence Dr. Leslie gives the
prophet's message a background of time, place,
and need. Instead of disorganized complaining
it becomes the cry of a young man burning
with the fire of his \'Ocation-a man who, as
he grows older, becomes bitter and discouraged at the rejection of God's message,
but who never falters in his mission.

WORLD UPSIDE DOWN, edited by Margaret Greene. New York, 1955: The Friendship Press, 122 pp., cloth $2.00, paper, $1.25.
These stories about teen-agers in seven dif.
fcrcnt countries have no happy endings. The
well-told stories move forward to a beginning
rather than an ending-a Christian beginning.
Aiko and Seji in Japan, Shakar in India,
Sara in the pitiful refugee camp in Palestine
-these and other bewildered young people
found the light of Christian hope and love in
their darkest hours.
CONQUERING THE SEVEN DEADLY
SINS, by Lance 'Vebb. Nashville, Tenn.,
1955: Abingdon Press; 224 pp., 3.00.
" Sin is that within us which causes us to
miss the mark, even when we see it; that
keeps us immature even though wanting maturity; that keeps us impotent and destructive even though we desire to be potent and
productive."
Pride, dejection, anxiety and fear are among
the little things. These arc the deadly .sins.
Lance \:Vebb's discussion of them is direct
and will give the reader pause.

BOOKS RECEIVED
GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN LIVING, by
Otto W. Heick. Muhlenberg Press; 208 pp.,
$3.00.
GO PREACH! Thirty Sennons for the
Laity, edited by Theodore 0. Wedel and
George W. R. MacCray. Seabury Press; 242
pp., $3.50.
WHICH WAY IS PROGRESS, by G. Curtis
Jones. Bethany Press; 160 pp., $2.50.
MANNERS AND MORALS OF THE
l920's, by Sister Patrice Thaman. Bookinan
Associates; 215 pp., $3.75.
THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE,
by Cale K. Burgess. Brotherhood Press; 245
pp., $3.00.
MY SPIRITUAL DIARY, by _. Dale Evans
Rogers. Fleming H. Revell; 144 pp., $2.00.
'

IN THEIR LIGHT WALK, by G. Curtis
Jones. Bethany Press; 160 pp., $2.75.
THE VOICE FROM THE CROSS, by
Andrew
Blackwood, Jr., Baker Book
House; 71 pp., $1.50.

,V.

I HA VE CALLED YOU FRIENDS, by
Kelly O'Neal. Bethany Press; IGO pp., $2.50.
THE MESSAGE OF CHRISTIANITY, by
Peter H. Monsma. Bookman Associates; 124
pp., $2.75.
REMAKING MEN, by Paul Campbell,
M.D. and Peter Howard. Arrowhead Books,
Inc.; 126 pp., $1.50.
THE LIVING CHRIST AND DYING
HEATHENISM, by John Warneck. Baker
Book House; 312 pp., $3.95.
WHAT. SHALL I SAY, by Arnold Ober·
mcier. Concordia Publishing House; 95 pp.,
$2.25.
OLD TESTAMENT IN . MODERN RE·
SEARCH, by Herbert F. Hahn. Muhlenberg
Press; 267 ·pp., $4.00.
A POCKET FULL OF SEEDS, by Harold
L. Lunger. Bethany Press; 160 pp., $2.50.
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The Moving Finger
Writes • • •
)) )) )) EVENTS OF RELIGIOUS AND

MORAL SIGNIFICANC.E DRAWN

FROM THE NEWS OF THE WORLD

o Dr. Thomas Larwood, a 1llethodist medical missionary who became a fJolio victim
in Korea, greets his ha/J/J)' fami/31 from a stretcher on his mTival at Fremo, Cal., his
home. Dr. Larwood, who went to Severance Hos/Jital in Seoul in 1954 as a missionary
doctor, was slrichen early in A11g11st, while he was treating a third son, David, 3, for
Jmlio. David is in a Fresno lws/Jital. Dr. Lm·wood weni first to Tohyo and then was
fiown to the United States.

EJ1iscofmlian Bishoj1s
Issue Letter on Asia

;;; Trm BrsHOPS OF THE PROTESTANT
Episcopal Church stressed the importance of Asia in a recent pastoral letter issued at the·close of the denomination's fifty-eighth general convention
held in Honolulu. The letter, read in
all Episcopal parishes in the United
States within a month following its issuance, was drafted by a committee
D E C E .i\'1 13 E R

19 5 5

headed by the Rt.. Rey. Angus Dun,
Bishop of \Vashington.
Portions of the letter follow:
". . . As we face westward to the islands of the Pacific and to Asia, seeking to look upon them in the light of
our faith, we see much that to our
human gaze is disturbing, even
frightening, yet under Goel, full of
promise. Half of the population of
God's world is crowded into the lands

towards which we look. In all these
lands, save those populated by white
n_1cn migrated from the West, there
is a tidal upheaval of deprived, hungry
peoples struggling for food and nationhood and full, human status and acceptance, and resentful towards the
\Vest and towards the white man in
his pride and power ...
"These people arc in full revolt
against foreign control, against colonialism and imperialism. They arc in
revolt against age-old po,·erty and misery, no longer willing to accept passively gross inequalities of fortune. The
earthly fate of hundreds of millions is
at stake in their desperate efforts to
conquer intolerable physical poverty.
"Their humanity is asserting itself
against all that destroys humanity.
They are in revolt against the vVcstern
white man's assumption of his permanent superiority. All of these peoples
have experienced in some form the
sting of contempt. Along with their
divisions among themselves and their
fears of one another, these people are
drawn together by a pervasive antiW cstern bias and a suspicion of the
motives of the peoples and nations on
the side of the world which most of us
inhabit and represent.
"Ancient religions which we were
inclined to write off as decadent are
showing many signs of vigorous ~evival
in association with nationalism of Asia,
Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism.
" ... \Ve in the United States, whatever our protestations of superior virtue, just because we are the most
powerful and prosperous nation in the
\Vestcrn world, have inherited in great
measure the fears and resentments of
Asia toward the \Vest.
"In all this we are summoned as
Christians to recognize the judgments
of God, which are the disclosures of
the contradictions between our human
ways :md his design for His people. \Ve
can make a case for the very mixed
benefits of empire and of economic
penetration motivated by the desire
for gain. Before God and men we can
make no case for contempt and assumptions of racial superiority.
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WRITING A BOOK?
Our staff offers expert editing, handsome
design, pinpoint promotion. Our subsidy
is the lowest; Our royalties high. All subjects, poetry, religious, educational and genera l considered. Mail your manuscript for
free analysis. No obligation.
GREENWICH BOOK PUBLISHERS
Attn. Mr. Frost
489 Fifth Avenue
New York 17, N. Y.
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Unbreakable .•• noise.free .••
lightweight ••• boilproof com·
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"These are the deepest roots of our
alienation from Asia. For these there
is no answer but repentance. 111ose of
us who are American are tempted to
look upon the revolutionary upheavals
of Asia with fear, wondering what an
this means for our security, and
whether or not these peoples wiB align
themselves on our side. As Christians
we need to remember that God is the
God of Asia, the Lord of Asia's history
today.
"These little companies of our
brethren in Christ [Christian churches
in Asia] are feeling heavily the weight
of nationalist fears and resentments to·
wards the West. They are caught up
in the revolutionary upheavals and dislocations of the nations of which they
are a part. 111ey have pitifuny small
resources in manpower, leadership and
this-world wealth. 111ey' are in great
need of help, which can only be given
_effectively with rare humility and understanding and uncalculating love.
Vlhatever our commitments in other
parts of God's one-world, how can we
fail to ask God to show us the ways in
which we can help them? \Vl1at happens to them is so crucial for our world
and for Christ's cause.
"Plainly a deep-going · re-orientation
in the method and spirit of our mission is caned for. Only Asians can carry
the main weight in witnessing for
Christ to Asians. \Ve cannot plant our
church and our institutions in Asia
and then take pride because they are
ours'. We can only hope to plant
Christ's church in Asia with the full
understanding that it will be theirs
under Him.
"\Vl1en God entered our world redemptively in Christ he identified
Himself with our humanity. He put
Himself at our mercy, and when we
had done our worst, was raised up in
power. He is calling us who are His
people so to identify ourselves with our
brethren that we put ourselves at their
mercy, offering our gifts and our service
to them without the will to control or
take credit.
"Only through death can we share
in the resurrection power. \Ve are moving into the era of inter-church aid, the
sharing of resources and special skills
by a stronger church with a younger
church, in order that the native, indigenous church may become not an
outpost of our church, but a dynamic,
self-governing, witnessing. organ of the
one body of Christ.
"Only in some such way can we undercut radically the Asian charge that
Christian missions are a part of the
WORLD
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imperialist aggression of the \Vest.
The motive of our missions must be
cleansed of all prudential desire to
make Asia safe for American, and be
rooted in our concern under God for
the hungers and needs of the peoples
of Asia .. .."
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tee of the \Voman 's Division of Christian Sen•ice, which represents about
two million l\1ethodist · w o m e n
throughout the United States has
adopted unanimously a memorial to
be sent to the 1956 General Conference, asking the eventual abolition of
all racial barriers within The Methodist
Church.
The action September 20 was one of
several taken at the quarter executive
committee meetings of the Board of
Missions, the \Voman's Division of
Christian Service and the Divisions of
National and \Vorld Missions. The
meetings were held at the Board's
headquarters in New York City. Other
'highlights of the meetings:
The announcement that the \Vomans' Division will begin missionary
work in a t\venty-eighth foreign country, Bolivia,
· Appointment of a committee of
l\fothodist educators to guide the
academic development of the proposed
Alaska Methodist College,
The decision of the Division of
\Vorld Missions, acting through the
missionary personnel department, to
recruit personnel to staff Christian soci!}l centers for American servicemen
in Japan and elsewhere in the Far East,
The Clection of the Rev. \Villiam
Frank Fore, Los Angeles, Cal., as sec- ·
retary of . the Department of Visual
Education to succeed the Rev. I-I. G.
Conger, Summit, N. J ., who will retire
next summer after 38 years' sen ice for
the Board,
The memorial from the \Voman's
Division, while not referring to the
church's organization structure as such,
asked "that the General Conference
... reaffirm with new clarity and forthrightness the determination of The
l\fothodist Church to remove from its
own body every trace of discrimination
and segregation based on race and
thereby make possible a national and
world-wide fellowship without racial
barriers in any form."
As a step toward removing "traces
of segregation," the memorial suggested that an immediate step could be
1
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the appointment of a study commission on racial policies. Such a commission, it added, should be directed to
study the "state of the church" with
reference to its racial policies and practices, noting especially progress made
since 1952 and major difficulties encountered and recommending steps to
be taken by the General Conference of
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1960 toward the removal of all racial
barriers within the church.
111e Division of National Missions
approved an action of its Alaska :tviethodist CoJJege committee appointing a
6-member academic advisory committee for the coJJege to be established at
Anchorage. The committee members:
Dr. Russell J. Humbert, president
of DePauw University, Greencastle,
Ind.; Dr. Frederick D. Smith, dean of
instruction of Southern Methodist
University, Dallas, Tex.; Dr. Eric H.
Faigle, dean of the college of liberal
arts of Syracuse University, Syracuse,
N. Y.; Charles 0. Emmerich, business
manager of Emory University near Atlanta, Ga.; Dr. Chester Alter, chancellor of the University of Denver, and
Dr. Myron \iVicke, Nashville, Tenn.,
associate director of the Division of
Educational Institutions of the Board
of Education.
The Rev. P. Gordon Gould, Philadelphia, an associate secretary of the
Division of National l\!Iissions, will
work with the committee in planning
the development of the college.
In announcing the \iVoman's Division decision to begin missionary
work in Bolivia, Mrs. Frank G. Brooks,
Mt. Vernon, Iowa, the president, said
an appropriation will be made in the
1956-57 budget and missionaries will
be sought. The work will be conducted
through the Department of \iVork in
Foreign Fields and Miss Marian
Derby, executive secretary for Latin
America, will handle the administrative work. 111e Division of \iVorld Missions has been at work in Bolivia for
several years.
On the recommendation of Dr. T.
T. Brumbaugh, administrative secre- .
tary for Japan and Korea, the Division
of \iV orld Missions voted to begin immediately to recruit personnel for
Christian social and recreational centers for servicemen in Japan. Couples
will be sought for three years' service
and will be classified as special term
missionaries. A Presbyterian couple
are at work in the first such center at
Sasebo, an American naval base.
111e social center project is guided
by an interdenominational Committee
for Christian \i\Tark among Servicemen in the Far East, which includes
representatives of the Division, ·the
Commission on Chaplains and the National Council of Churches. Centers
are planned for Hong Kong, Okinawa,
the Philippines and Korea, as well as
Japan, Dr. Brumbaugh said.
l\!Ir. Fore, the Board's secretary-elect
of visual education, is a member of the
Southern . California-Arizona Confer42
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• For relief funds, food and clothing contl"ib11ted to Germany by Methodists in the
United States, BishofJ Frederick Buchley Newell of the New Yorh Area has been
awarded the Great Cross <>f Merit by the Federnl Refmblic of Germany. Dr. AdolfJh
Reifferscheidt, Ge1·man consul genernl, right above, presented the decoration at a
dinner in BishofJ Newell's honor in New Yorh City. The BislwjJ, national chairman
of the Methodist Committee foi· Overseas Relief, accepted the honor on behalf of nine
million Methodists in this country.

ence and a graduate of the American
University of Cairo (A.B.), Occidental
CoJJege, Los Angeles (A.B.), and Yale
University (B.D.). He is studying now
for a doctorate degree in mass communications and religious education at
Columbia Universitv. Mr. Fore has
been a :rv1ethodist p~stor in Connecticut and has produced religious television shows for the Connecticut
Council of Churches and the Columbia Broadcasting System. He will be a
member of the staff of the ·Joint Section of Education and Cultivation.
In a report on expenditures of
Bishops' Appeal for Korea funds by the
Division of \iVarid l\!Iissions, Dr.
Brumbaugh reported $311,000 had
been spent for church reconstruction,
$50,000 for schools and hospitals and
$71,000 for missionary residences,
111e \iVoman's Division adopted
two additional memorials to be sent

Catalog and fine selections or sample materials on request. Fair I,rlccs.
)lt:ntlon whether for l'ulplt or Cl1olr.
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to the General Conference. One asks
the establishment of a fifth commission in the local church to work in the
areas of world peace, social and economic relations and temperance. 111C
other recommends that the General
Conference explore the possibility of
preparing, in cooperation with the National Council of Churches, a new
hymnal representative of the "world
churoh." That hymnal might become
the official hymnal of The ivlethodist
Church, the memorial added.
Bishop Arthur J. l\foore presided at
Board sessions, Bishop Richard C.
Raines at sessions of the Division of
\ Vorld Missions, Bishop A. Frank
Smith at the Division of National lVIissions and H. E. Newton, a layman of
Muskogee, Okla., at the Joint Section
of Education and Cultivation.
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Orthodox Churches
Destrnyed in Riots
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church property in and near Istanbul
was described as "a very great tragedy"
in a report delivered by the Rev. Raymond E. Maxwell to the W oriel Council of Churches, following a visit to investigate damages inflicted there on
churches, schools and homes in the
violent demonstrations on the night
of Sci)tem ber 6.
"Press accounts have indicated that
churches were destroyed, but only now
is the full extent of the destruction
coming to light," said Mr. Maxwell, a
member of the staff of the Division of
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the \Vorlcl Council of
Churches, Mr. Maxwell's mission in
Turkey was that of an ambassador of
goodwill from the \;\,T orlcl Council of
Churches to the church people there.
\Vithin the \Vorld Couilcil he holds
the responsibility of Secretary for Orthodox churches. He delivered a message of sympathy from the General
Secretary of the Council to His All
Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch of
Constantinople. Mr. l\faxwell reported
that the Patriarch was deeply moved
on receiving the message.
"The Patriarch suffers very deeply
under the overwhelming burden that
has suddenly been placed upon him
and his people," said Mr. Maxwell.
"He was formerly Archbishop of North
and South America for the Greek Orthodox Church, and is deeply loved
far beyond the bounds of his own
communion and on both sides of the
Atlantic. This tragedy is a ,;ery severe
blow to the Patriarch. It is a wcll19 55
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THE INTERNATIONAL ·LESSON
ANNUAL· 1956
edited by CHARLES iU. LAYMON
· lesson analysis by ROY L. SMITH

* Forandtherefresh
teacher with much training-to stimulate his thinking
his knowledge

*

For the teacher with little training-to obtain background information and organization

For every lesson of the year, these specific helps:

TEXT

complete text in both King James and Revised Standard Versions,
in parallel columns

EXPLANATION

special meanings in the Bible passage not readily gained from the text
alone

APPLICATION

analysis of what the Bible text means in terms of our life today

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS step-by-step suggestions for making the message of the lesson clear
Plus these unique f ea lures:
Unit Organization
Articles on Special Days

*

*

* *

Audio-visual Resources
Annotated Daily · Bible Readings

This NEW comprehensive commentary on the International Sunday School Lessons brings the best
in interpretation and scholarship to help present an informed, inspiring lesson to the adult class. It is
the answer to a long felt need!

Charles M. Laymon
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Roy L. Smith
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Lindsey P. Pherigo
Ralph W. Sockman
Howard E. Tower

Theodore P. Ferris
Gerald B. Harvey
Chester W. Quimby
Dwight E. Stevenson
Kyle M. Yates

REMEMBER the adult class teacher-or the adult class student-on your Christmas list with a gift he
can use again and again throughout the year!
448 PAGES
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Folding
Banquet
Table

•

DIRECT PRICES
AND DISCOUNTS TO
CHURCHES,
SCHOOLS,
CLUBS, LODGES

and all Institutions

•

NO KNEE CONTACT

STACK OF
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12 TABLES.
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TRUCK

Write for New
Literature and Discounts
MONROE FOLDING TABLES-DESIGNED AND
MANUFACTURED EXCLUSIVELY BY

SHARE YOUR
CHRISTMAS
i

i

with the world's neediest
people, the leprosy-stricken
and their children.
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A Christmas gift from you will
help to make Our Lord's birthday
a happy clay for thousands who are
being cared for by our missionaries
in many lands.
Send your gift toclay,
name, to

111

His

AMERICAN LEPROSY MISSIONS,
INC.
156 Fifth Ave.,
New York 10, New York
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known fact that he has devoted his life
to building harmonious and peaceful
relationships between people of different racial, national and religious background.
"I have visited Istanbul several
times since 1932, but I was in no way
prepared for the scenes that met my
eyes last week," tvlr. Maxwell continues. "Mobs had ruled with terror
for a night, lea,·ing fear and sorrow in
their wake. Thcv visited destruction
on churches, sch;ols and cemeteries as
well as thousands of shops, stores and
homes. They destroyed p r op er t y
valued at O\'Cr one hundred million
dollars, but what was far more serious,
they threatened the very existence of
thousands of their fellow-citizens."
According to the latest infonnati9n
brought back by l\iir. l\ilaxwell, more
than sixty out of a total of eighty Orthodox churches in and near istanbul
were either destroyed by the mobs, or
their interiors were so badly ruined as
to render them completely unusable.
l'vlany churches were completely gutted
by fire. Scriptures and service books,
vestments, icons and religious pictures,
clrnrch f u r n i s h i n g s, were torn,
smashed, chopped to pieces, or burnt.
One of the most gruesome spectacles
was the beautiful, large cemetery not
far from the center of the citv which
one week earlier had been a l;iace for
the peaceful repose of the dead, but
now was a vast jungle of wrecked tombstones, opened graves and weird destruction.
The well-known I-Ialki Theological
School was damaged, but not destroyed. The headquarters building of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the
"Phanar," remains intact. In the Istan-.
bu] area alone there are seventv Greeklanguage schools belonging . to the
Church, of which almost all are damaged in various degrees.
Thousands of people have been rendered destitute by the '. mob attacks on
homes and apartments. These attacks
generally consisted of smashing all the
windows and destroying the furniture,
kitchen utensils, and household goods
of e\·ery description.
Asked what could be clone to help,
:Mr. l'vfaxwell answered, "There is no
easy answer; but first of all it is clear
that we must have the great city of
Istanbul and all its people on our
hearts. The churches, their leaders and
people, will be constantly in our prayers. The church people are very grateful
to know that brethren in other countries arc praying for them and with
them. \Ve will pray that the way to

brotherhood and peace may be found
and the rights of minorities be respected."
On the subject of immediate practical steps, Mr. Maxwell said: "The
Prime Minister and the Turkish government have e:-..-pressecl their regret
over these terrible events. The Prime
Minister has also promised to secure
life and to repair all damages to individuals as well as to churches. For
its own sake the go,·ernment will be
obliged ·to make an earnest effort to
carry out these promises. It is estimated that to repair and rebuild the
churches alone, ten million dollars
would be a very conservative figure.
"The \Vorld Council of Churches,
through its Division of Inter-church
Aid, stands ready to help in such ways
as are possible toward the rehabilitation of church life in the Christian
communities in Turkey which have
been so sadly disrupted. At the same
time it recognizes that the main responsibility for the task of reconstruction must rest upon the governmental
authorities concerned.
"It will require prompt and earnest
efforts on part of government and the
people of Turkey to make good the
property damage, but still more important, to create an atmosphere in
which all people regardless of race, nationality or religion can feel safe and
secure. Freedom of religion requires as
a first principle that churches, mosques
and all other places of worship shall be
im·iolate and worshippers secure."
After receiving the report about the
attacks against Greek-speaking and
other minorities in Istanbul, the General Secretary of the \Vorld Council
of Churches, Dr. \V. A. Visser 't
I-Iooft, issued the following statement:
"\Vhat has happened to the Greek
Orthodox Church in Istanbul is even
worse than the first reports gave us to
understand. It is one of the worst calamities that has befallen any Christian
Church in our time and adds a further
tragic chapter to the story of the sufferings of the Eastern Orthodox churches.
That such a crime against the Church
should be perpetrated at a time when
we speak of human rights is hard to
believe and to understand.
"TI1e Christian world will want to
express its solidarity with its brethren
in Istanbul in every possible way. It
will also be aware of the obligation to
insist that full compensation be given
in so far as there can be compensation
for the historic treasures which have
been destroyed. It will also want to
express the com·iction that steps must
f633]
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. . . Just the songs that young
people love . . . choruses and
hymns. A 11 ideal gift for young
people or those who work
with them!

Large size, 60¢
Pocket size, 35¢

TWO·n-THREE TIME SONGS
.. ." Such sweet little
Sunday school songs and
finger plays . . . it's a
thoughtful gift for toddlers, Morns or teachers.

75¢ each

Methodist Board Takes
Fund for Refmblic Grant
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AT All.
BOOKSTORES

W. A. WILDE COMPANY
Boston 16, Massachusetts

be taken to avoid the recurrence of
such violence and to secure the respect
of the rights of a religious minority.
Every church in the 'Vorld Council
cannot but feel that the burden which
this member church must carry is also
its burden."
Dr. Visser 't Hooft has received a
cable from the Ecumenical Patriarch
saying: "Deeply moved by your kind
message and prompt interest of the
'Vorld Council of Churches. 111ank
you wholeheartedly. Pray the Lord to
protect His Church and Flock."
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l:VIETIIODIST BOARD OF SOCIAL

and Economic Relations, at a recent
meeting in Chicago, voted to accept
a $25,000 grant from the Fund for
the Republic. This grant, which came
from a $15 million fund created by I
the Ford . Foundation, was the first
to be received by the board.
According to Bishop Lloyd C.
'Vicke, of Pittsburgh, board chairman, I
the money will be us~d for. interracial
study conferences, mcludmg work- i
shops, work camps, educational schol- /
arships and allied projects.
A pilot project in interracial study
was held last spring in Chicago.
In other action during the two-day
meeting, the board voted to have observers attend such meetings as the
AFL-CIO merger conference and the
national conventions of the American
Management Association, the National Association of Manufacturers and
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.
111e boa;d's labor relations subcommittee · recommended that a nation-wide conference of Methodists in
responsible labor and management positions be held, and the board agreed to
cooperate with the National Council
of Churches in a study on industrial
chaplaincy to explore the roles of
church and clergy in labor relations.
Final action on the "Social Action
Primer," a handbook for the use of
individuals and churches in studying
and planning for social action in communities, was deferred until January.
The program committee recommended that the board explore the
possibility of a cooperative pilot project with other boards and agencies of
The Methodist Church to assist with
problems of the low income groups.
111e board approved increased cooperation with the Boards of "Torld

I
I

"Go Ye ••• ", said Jes11s. Yott tr11ly
go when ;•011r dollm·s a1·e invested at
g11am11teed high rate of return in

Life Income Gift Certificate
WOMAN'S DIVISION OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE
• Here is complete safety
and the gratifying knowledge
that when you have passed on
your money will continue to
further God's work. Write today
for full particulars. Find out what
you will save in expense, an~iety,
trouble and loss when you put
your money in these Life Income
Gift Certificates. Small sums
(from $100 up) or large sums
equally welcome. Write today.

~
~

I I

~

/

Treas, Woman's Division of Christian

Service.of The Board of Missions
of The Methodist Church

Dept. Wtm 150 Fifth Ave •• New York 11,N.Y.
Please send me full particulars of suaranteed returns from the Life Income Gift
Cenificares.

OF THf: BOARD OF MISSIONS OF THE METHODIST CHURCH

Dept WC 115 150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N. Y.
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TOPS OF
MASONITE
PRESDWOOO • FIR
& BIRCH PLYWOOD•
LINOLEUM •PLASTICS
STRONG, RIGID
TUBULAR
STEEL LEGS
Send for folder with complete specit1cations

MITCHELL MANUFACTURING CO.
2748 S. 34th St., Milwaukee 46, Wis., Dept. T

Peace and Temperance through the
Inter-Board Commission on Christian
Social Relations and considered joint
publication, location and program activities.
Executive Secretary A. Dudley
\Varel, in his report, noted an increase in the church's interest in social issues. He pointed out that ninetyfi\'e conferences have organized Boards
of Social and Economic Relations and
that more than half of these are planing activities. !\Jr. \Varel also revealed
that more than 275,000 copies of the
Social Creed had been circulated since
No\'ember, 195 3.
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Americans, including many' of the
foremost leaders of religious, labor, !
educational, civic and cultural interests, demanded the encl of all infringements of the Bi11 of Rights in a statement released on the anniversary of
the adoption by the First Congress,
on September 25, 1789, of the first
ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution.
Charging that "perhaps for the first
time in our history have such savage
and sustained assaults been leveled at
our traditional liberties," the signers
noted that "present changes in world
relationships are tending to relax tensions, providing an opportunity to
focus calmly on the problems bequeathed to us by a period of hysteria."
The statement, released by American, for Traditional Liberties, New
York City, as "An Open Letter to the
American People," was signed by such
notables as the Rt. Rev. Francis B.
Sayre, Jr., dean of the \Vashington
Cathedral, \Vashington, D. C., and
grandson of the late President \Voodrow \\Tilson; Archibald MacLeish, former Assistant Secretary of State and
Pulitzer Prize winner; Roger N. Baldwin, American Civil Liberties Union;
:Mrs. James D. \Vyker, President of
the United Church \Vomen; Jacob
Potofsky,
International
President,
Amalgamated Clothing \Vorkers Union, CIO, and Vice-President, CIO;
A. Philip Randolph, International
President, Brotherhood of Sleeping
Car Porters, AFL.
Also, Prof. Zechariah Chafee, Jr.,
Har\1ard Law School; Prof. Paul Tillich, Union Theological Seminary; Edward J. Corsi, fonner Commissioner
of Immigratio·n and Republican candidate for Senator from New York; Ar-

THE
INTERNATIONAL
LESSON ANNUAL
Edited by Charles M. Laymon.

Here is the new comprehensive
commentary on the International Sunday School Lessons.
For all the lessons in 1956, it
brings you these specific helps:
The complete texts of the lessons in both the King James
and Revised Standard Versions;
an analysis, by Roy L. Smith,
of what the Bible text means
in terms of our life today,
teaching suggestions, unit organization, . an explanation of
special Bible meanings and
other valuable aids.
(APl ...... postpaid, $2.95
Add state sales tax if necessarynonc on interstate orders
Write for BOOK TALK! It reviews
good books for your home and
it"s FREE! Just print your name
and address and the words BOOK
TALK on a post card and mail
it to us today!

THE METHODIST
PUBLISHING HOUSE
Please order

from

House serving

you

Baltimore 3
Chicago 11
Cincinnati 2
DJllas l
Detroit 1
Kansas City 6
New York 11
Nashville 2
Pittsburgh 30
Portland S
Richmond 16
San Francisco 2
When in Atlanta or Boston, stop in our
COKESBURY BOOK STORES:
In Atlanta, 72 Broad St., N. W•
In Boston, 577 Boylston St.
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Deep
lounging chair
comfort with
spring-arch seats
Wide, deep springarch seat upholstered
in washable DuPont
Fabrilite; deep back
panel upholstered, or
steel. Same rugged
steel frame construction, same safety, quiet and convenience, as
famous chairs described below.

Plywood, steel, or upholstered seats
Over 11 million in use!
Outlast All Otlrers!
Reinforced triangularsteel-tubing frame with
steel cross rods. No
snagging, pinching, or
tipping hazards. Silent
in use. Folds easily.
Metal parts corrosion-resistant Bonderized,
with 1 dipped, 1 sprayed coat enamel. Unequalled for strength, safety, convenience.
Seats of formed birch plywood, steel, or imita·
tion-leather upholstered.

/§/

Outnumber all others in Church use!

Convenient Book Rack
Sturdy book rack of}-.!" steel
rod snaps easily over rear
cross-braces. Holds hymnal
and pamphlets up to lYs"
thick. Finish matches chairs.
Fits American Seating Folding Chairs only!
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o o o o o MAIL COUPON TODAY o o o o • o •
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY
DErT. 129-F, GnAND RAPIDS 2, M1cmcAN

D Please send your latest brochure on
American Seating Folding Chairs
D I am interested in
(quantity)
D Spring-arch scat
D Birch seat
D Steel seat
D Upholstered
D For school
D For church
Name·~~-----------

Street _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

City & Zonc__ _ _ __,tat"-----

GOWNS~~~~
Satisfaction in Every Stitch since 1912
SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP
QUALITY FABRICS
LASTING BEAUTY

thur B. Spingarn, National President,
National Associ<Ji-: ·. :1 for the Advancement of Colored People; Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, President, l\forehouse
College, Atlanta, Ga.; Dr. John C.
Bennett, Dean of Union TI1eological
Seminary; Dr. Ernest 0. Melby, Dean,
New York University School of Education; Bishop Edward L. Parsons, retired Protestant Episcopal Bishop, San
Francisco; Dr. Norman B. Salit, for, mer President, Synagogue Council of
America; Father George B. Ford,
Corpus Christi Roman Catholic
Church, N. Y., and Philip M. Klntznick, National President, B'nai B'rith.
Methodist signers included Bishop
Lloyd C. \\licke, of the Pittsburgh
Area; T. T. Brumbaugh and Thelma
Stevens, both of the Board of Missions; and the Rev. Henry Hitt Crane,
of Detroit.
TI1e signers called upon the Senate
on
Constitutional
Subcommittee
Rights "to probe every area of constitutional violations boldly," asserting that such forthright action may
"well determine whether the Bill of
Rights will have living vitality in this
and succeeding generations." Copies
of the statement were sent to Senators
Thomas C. Hennings, Jr., \Villiam
Langer and Joseph C. O'Mahoney,
chairman and members of the Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights.
Nine major evils were listed as critical:
1. The climate of fear which spawns
conformity, makes dissent synonymous with disloyalty and supplants trust with suspicion.
2. The practice of certain Congressional committees to arrogate
to themselves powers as prosecutors and punitive bodies.
3. Defiant denial to minorities of
such elementary citizenship rights
as the vote, establishment of
homes, unsegregated schools and
tra\'Cl.
4. Denial of the right to confront
accusers.

r 636 l
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For sample and illustrated literature write:

PRESTON-HOPKINSON CO.
Appomattox, \'iq::inia

5~ Deprivation of clue process as

exemplified by the Attorney General's List, now criticized for its
carelessness of compilation and
use in fields unrelated to its origi·
nal limited purpose.
6. TI1e spreading octopus of loyalty
oaths and investigations in areas
not related to national security.
7. Employment, solicitation and
protection of professional political informers.

HEAR ?:he

EARN EASY MONEY FOR CHRISTMAS!

Z:a!kiHf!

SELL-the Complete KING JAMES VERSION on
Long-Play Phonograph Records. Plays on any 3Speed Phonograph.

Sible
REVERENTLY - AND
CORRECTLY
READ!
NOT
A
SINGLE
WORD LEFT OUT!
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Hundreds of church groups arc selling these
lovely Commemorative plates to 1<1ise money for
building funds, organs, furnishings, etc.
FOTOWARE is photography on chinaware. Yes,
a photograph of YOUR CHURCH is actually reproduced on pre-sensitized chinaware, after which
protective treatment is applied making it a
0
permanent and decorative keepsake.
Your group will enjoy this fascinating and yet ,
dignified means of raising funds. Imagine how
cager each member will be to have a lovely goldbordcrcd plate, picturing her own church in the
warm soft tones of a photograph.
• Initial orders for as few as 25 plates, reorders for 12 or more.
• Large 1O" gold rim plates.
• No art charge for removing unsightly objects from photo or adding others to enhance its beauty.

Organizations

•

Individuals

,-----------------------------------------------: To: TEXAS TALKING BIBLE DIST.
Box 2221 Longview, Texas
: I am interested in sellng

I

:I Name: -~---------------~
: Address:
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8. Refusal of passports, in contravention of a Federal Court decision that a passport is a natural
right of citizens.
9. Guilt by association, now extending to guilt by family relationships.
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Gross Heads
Secretaries
P Dn. Jmrn 0. Gnoss, OF NASHVILLE,
Tenn., was elected president of the
Council of Secretaries of The :tvicthodist Church at its recent annual
meeting held in Chicago.
This body, numbering twenty-seven,
is charged by the law of the church
"to meet periodically to consider matters of common interest and co-operation among the several !vlethodist
boards and agencies."
Dr. Gross, who is the executive secretary of the Division of Educational
Institutions, succeeds l'vliss Henrietta
Gibson, of New York, treasurer of the
'Voman' s Division of Christian Service. :Miss Gibson was the first woman
to ·have held the post.
Other officers elected were vicepresident, Dr. Ralph Stoody, New
York; second vice-president, Dr. Harry
C. Spencer, Nashville, Tenn.; secretary, Dr. Horace Y\T. Vlilliams, Nashville, Tenn.
Coming retirements of Dr. John Q.
Schisler of the Division of the Local
Church and Miss Henrietta Gibson,
treasurer of the 'Voman's Division of
Christian Service, were recognized by
addresses of appreciation by their colleagues.
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Protestantism
Grows in ] apan
11'

THE YEAR

1956

WILL 1\IARK THE

lOOth anniversary of the beginning of
evangelism by Protestant churches in
Japan. But only fourteen years have
elapsed since the organization of the
United Christiai1 Church of Japan
(UCCJ) i11 June 1941. The progress
of this united church, of which Japan
l\'1cthodism is a part, is indicated in the
following report:
Number of churches . . . . . . . . . 1,152
Number of missionary institutions
291
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,443
Number of regular pastors . . . . .
975
Number of assistant pastors . . . .
349
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,324
Number of missionaries . . . . . . .
401
Number of devotees .......... 156,076
Number of Sunday schools . . . . 1,799
Number of Sunday school pupils 11,207
Kindergarten operated by
the UCCJ . . . . . . . .
309
Nurseries operated by the UCCJ
137
D E C E l\I B E R
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Our Servel Kerosene Refrigerator
worked beautifully ...
even after a trailer fell on it"
WRITES MISSIONARY FROM INDIA

~~When

we moved our Servel Kerosene Refrigerator in a jeep from
one mountain village to another," writes Mrs. Roy Hagen from
a mission in Bengal, India, "we had to travel a road high in the
Himalayas, chipped out of steep hillsides. Our. trailer tongue
snapped, throwing the Servel out. The trailer ended upside down
on the Servel and we had visions of that being the end of its
service. But after it was installed it worked beautifully. It has
given remarkable service. "
This letter is typical of the many that
come from distant lands, attesting to the
extra rugged construction, simplicity and
dependability of the Servel Kerosene
Refrigerator.
When your missionaries overseas need
a new refrigerator, superb performance
by the Servel is what they can expect
and rely on. This simple, silent refrigerator has no moving parts to wear. It
works faithfully ANYWHERE, without
, gas or electricity . . . such features as
· extra insulation and corrosion resistant
shelves enable it to meet even the tests
of steaming jungle or other climate extremes ... foods, beverages and medicines stay chilled and fresh . . . abundant ice cubes are available. The new
model has large frozen food compartment, spacious door shelves, many other
advanced features. To learn what a
Servel can do for your mission, write
for illustrated book.let.

Missions Department W0-12
SERVEL, INC., International Division
19 Rector Street, New York 6, N. Y.
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Put

this on their family tree . ..
The Christian Home • • •
AMERICA'S FINEST FAMILY MAGAZINE

A gift subscription to The Christian Home means
something special to the parents on your Christmas
list.
Here's a handsome, interesting magazine designed
especially to inform and entertain them-to offer
them guidance in teaching their families .to grow as
Christians.
The Christian Home teaches the values of a close
family life ... and helps strengthen the bond between
church and home.
Each big, colorful monthly issue of The Christian
Home brings to thankful parents special articles on
important phases of family life. Authoritative articles
discuss what to teach about God, prayers, adolescence,
first dates, choosing a lifework, recreation, and entertainment, and many other problems arising in the
daily life of families with children from birth through
the teens.
Enjoyable short stories, poems, and puzzles brighten
The Christian Home, too . . . 64 pages of good reading in each issue. A special devotional section offers
Christian guidance and inspiration for all the family .
This year, give a gift subscription to The Christian
Home. It's a fine gift for only $2.00 a year. Simply
fill out the convenient order blank below, enclosing
check or money order, or charge it if you have an account with us. The recipient will be notified with a
handsome gift card.

*
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*

'Jfie Methoiift PuGfisliing House_;
Please order from House serving you
Baltimore 3
Chicago 11
Cincinnati 2
Dalfas 1
Detroit 1
Kansas City 6
NashYillc 2 New York 11 Pittsburgh 30 Portland 5 Richmond 16 San Francisco 2
P.lease enter the following subscription to The Christian Home at $2.00 a y eor

CLIP

Name

AND

Street or R F D - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

MAIL

City-----------------

NOW

Gift Card From - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

) State--------

Ordered by - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Street or R F D - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Check or Money Order - - - - - - - - Charge Account - - - - - - - -
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Prices going up January 15th
BUY NOW and SAVE 30¢ a copy
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THE
METHODIST
HYMNAL
Until Jan. 15, 1956-0NLY $1.65 EACH for 5 or
mc>'re .. After Jan. 15, $1.95 each-Order Now!

I
I
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· Plan :now for your future needs and save money!
Order five or more copies of The Methodist Hymnal
now at the regular price, $1.65, and save 30¢ per
copy. Due to the rising cost of production, we are
being forced to increase the price of the cloth-bound
pew hymnal to $1.95, effective on and after January
15, 1956. But here is your opportunity to make a final,
special purchase at the old price. Order as many
copies as you need, today.
Your choice of Maroon or Blue Editions.... The regular pew edition of the official hymnbook of Methodism is
edited by Robert Guy McCutchan. It contains 564 hymns
-favorite selections of all nations-that will unite the
congregation in corporate praise and devotion and enhance the musical ministry of Methodism. It also includes
responsive readings, the official revised Ritual, orders of
worship, ancient hymns and canticles, music for the Holy
Communion, Doxologies, Old Testament Lectionary. The
index for responsive readings and hymns is arranged according to first lines, topics, authors, composers, and
tunes. Two editions-bound in dark blue cloth, or maroon
doth. Specify number and color.
AP-703. In dark blue.
AP-704. In maroon.
1-4 copies ..................... postpaid, each, $1.80
Five or more copies, postage extra, shpg. wt., per copy,
1 lb., 14 ozs . . . .. .. . .. . .. . . .. ... . ... .... each, $1.65

ORGANIST'S EDITION
An easy-to·use looseleaf edition, in the same handsome maroon color as AP-704°. This Organist's
Hymnal is sturdy and durable; fitted with three
rings of one-inch diameter. Pages identical to
those of The Methodist Hymnal are clipped in and
will lie flat on the organ rack with no slipping and
sliding. Besides the compilation of 564. of Methodism's most beautiful hymns, the Organist's Edition
contains 80 full pages of responsive readings, the
official Ritual, orders of Worship, Doxologies and
all the ceremonial phases which contribute to the
beauty· of the Methodist Church service. The organist will find this edition indispensable. Order by
number. AP-705. Postage extra; shpg. wt., 2 lbs.,
10 ozs... .. ...... .. . .. .. ....... . .. each, $3.00

Add state sales tax if necessary-none on interstate orders

COLD LETTERING on Methodist Hymnals
Frequently gold-sta'11ped inscriptions on hymnals are desired. We are prepared to render this
lettering-in-gold service. Prices on both single copies and quantities are listed below. Quantity
prices apply only when the same lettering is desired on each Hymnal ordered.
line lettering: 1 copy ..... . . . ... . each, 50¢
2 to 24 copies ..... each, 20¢
25 or more copies . . each, 15¢

2 lines lettering: 1 copy .... .. .... . each, 75¢
2 to 24 copies .. .. . each, 25 ¢
25 or more copies . . each, 20¢

The Methodist (j)
Publishing House
Please order from House serving you
I

I
I

Baltimore 3
Detroit 1
Pittsburgh 30

Chicago 11
Kansas City 6
Portland 5

Cincinnati 2
Dallas 1
Nashville 2
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... And on· Earth Peace,
Good WiU toward Men
. T - I I S CHRIST!vfAS GREETINC is written at a time when. except for 0ccasional police .
action and sporadic border clashes. the scourge of war has been banished from the whole
.

earth. Even the cold war, with its sullen expressions of distrust and hostility. h;~s been

modified somewhat in recent months. Curtains of suspicion arc being pulled back a bit; shutters of
fear arc being removed; doors of hope and good will arc being slowly opened.
· For such signs of hope let us rejoice and thank Almighty God. Even if tomorrow should, through our
failure and sin. bring upon us the terrible judgment of atomic war, we may be thankful that this generation has known at least a short surcease from armed strife.
In such a time of renewing hope, it is well to remember that Christmas symbolizes our one hope
\Vho is· Jesus Christ. As the Evanston message put it. "\Ve arc not sufficient for these things. But
Christ is sufficient. \Ve do not know what is coming to us. But we know \Vl10 is coming ... Jesus
Christ our Lord."

If there is any true hope of real peace in this sinful world, it lies in the acceptance of the spirit of
the Prince of Peace by all men. The spreading of such a spirit through the Gospel is the purpose of
the missionary enterprise. It is the aim of this magazine to further this purpose and to help insure that
"even so in Christ shall all be made alive."

Vlc pause at this happy season to greet those who have helped this magazine to continue striving
toward this ai;n-our contributors and the thousands of pastors, Secretaries of Literature and Publications, and Cc:>mmission on )\'fissions chairmen who have worked so hard in our behalf. 1\fost of all, bur
faithful readers without whom there is nothing. \V c arc grateful to share with you perhaps. the most
exciting of all tasks-the broadening of vision and deepening of faith.
A joyous Christmas and a bright New Year!
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