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John H. Wigger, Taking Heaven by Storm: Methodism and the Rise of 
Popular Christianity in America, Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 
2001, 269 pp. $19.95. 

Taking Heaven by Storm provides a vivid portrait of American 
Methodism from 1780 through 1820. Though the book claims to be about 
the rise of Methodism, it is really a study of the first generation of 
Methodists. Wigger, a former student of Nathan Hatch at Notre Dame, takes 
Hatch's theory regarding the democratization of American religion and 
applies it to Methodism. This approach emphasizes the laity's involvem_ent 
in every action while at the same time minimizing the role of episcopal 
leadership. 

Wigger convincingly argues that the 'red hot' faith of early fylethodism 
cooled as Methodism moved from a fringe group to mainstream. Nf ethodism 
shifted from a focus on discipline and practice in the earlier years to an 
emphasis upon social respectability. According to Wigger, Methodists were 
a disciplined group shaped by their practices of communal and individual 
discipline and holiness. Early Methodist theology was a chaotic affair 
emphasizing enthusiastic experience and dreams. The system of early 
Methodist discipline was important to control the forces unleashed by this 
experiential faith. Methodist practices served not only to create community 
and communal consciousness, they created distinctions between Methodists 
and non-Methodists. 

The chapter on women points out one of the more crucial interactions 
between Methodism and American culture. Wigger points out that as the 
movement moved from the home to the church the influence of women 
waned. Throughout the book Wigger effectively illustrates that rather than 
being a centralized movement, American Methodism was in fact a decen
tralized movement and the roles played by women provide proof this decen
tralization. 

The final chapter, which summarizes the results of Methodism's 
changes., is outstanding. It provides several provocative theses that should be 
followed up with further research. Wigger appears to sympathize with the 
'Croakers' who spent all of their efforts lamenting the fact that old-time 
Methodism had disappeared in favor of a newer more 'respectable' fonn of 
Methodism. Wigger argues that Methodism compromised its core values in 
order to obtain social status. Problematic for Wigger's argument that 
Methodism lost its core vibrancy after its first generation, is that Methodism 
kept growing rapidly well after the 1820s. 

This is an important book for anyone interested in early Methodisn1 or 
in religion during the post revolutionary period. Wigger's excellent use of 
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sources and lucid prose makes this enjoyable and informative for both seri
ous Methodist scholars and casual readers. 

ADAMS. ZELE 

Durham, NC 

Scott W. Sunquist, editor, A Dictionary of Asian Christianity. Grand Rapids, 
Ml: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2001. 947 pp. $75.00. 

This is a superb one-volume reference work which documents Asian 
Christianity. It includes concise articles on the key personalities, institu
tions, and events which have shaped the church in Asia. Its editor, Scott W. 
Sunquist, who taught at Trinity Theological College, Singapore from 1987 
to 1995, is Associate Professor of World Mission and Evangelism at 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. 

Methodism is well represented in the volume by an extensive article 
which describes its mission work and life in China, India, Indonesia, Japan, 
Korea, Lower and Upper Myanmar, Sri Lanka, and Philippines. Bio
graphical articles on key Methodist missionaries and Church leaders, such 
as Henry G. Appenzeller, Isabella Thoburn, and E. Stanley Jones, provide 
important information on their contributions to Christianity in Asia. This is 
an excellent volume. 

Randall Balmer, Encyclopedia of Evangelicalism. Louisville, KY: 
Wesminster John Knox Press, 2002. 654 pp. $29.95. 

Normally, an encyclopedia of this length and breadth is the work of 
many authors who write articles and an editor who puts it all together. It is 
surprising, therefore, to see a volume as substantial as this which is the work 
of one author. How one person could design, write, and publish a volume 
like this demonstrates unusual encyclopedic knowledge. Yet, Randall 
Balmer, Ann Whitney Olin Professor of Ainerican Religion at Barnard 
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College, Cohnnbia Univesity, New York, seems to have done it and done it 
well. 

As one would suspect, a book which deals with American Evangeli
calisn1 has to be rich in references to Methodists and others whose religion 
grew out of the Wesleyan movment of the 181

h century. Balmer, who has 
written extensively on evangelicals in America, does not disappoint. 
Methodisn1 is well represented here. 

In addition to the wonder of the book itself, the exceedingly reasonable 
price should inake it affordable for many church and personal libraries. 

Kenneth G. C. Newport, editor, The Sermons of Charles Wesley: A Critical 
Edition with Introduction and Notes. New York: Oxford University Press, 
2001. 407 pp. $105.00. 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) is widely celebrated as the great poet and 
hymn writer of the Methodist movement of the 181

h century. His poetry 
graces the hymnals of many denominations in addition to those of the 
Methodist family. In this volume Kenneth Newport, who teaches Christian 
Thought at Liverpool Hope University College in Great Britain, success
fully demonstrates that Charles was not only a splendid poet, but also an 
insightful, competent, and powerful preacher. 

Newport has collected the twenty-three sermons which come from 
Charles' pen in a superb critical edition with helpful introdutions and com
plete notes for each. The volume also includes a brief biographical descrip
tion of Charles' life, his role in early Methodism, and his function as an 
evangelical preacher. Newport examines the theological characteristics of 
the sermon corpus and describes Wesley's use of sources. He differentiates 
Charles' "pre-Pentecost" sermons, i.e., sermons prior to his transtorming 
experience of May 21, 1738, from those of the "post-Pentecost" period. 

This volu1ne is characterized by thorough and careful scholarship, clear 
and compelling prose, and thoughtful interpretation. The price is steep, but 
for anyone who would like to know better the "lesser known" of the 
Wesleys, this is a book well worth the cost. 

CHARLES YRIGOYEN, JR. 

Madison, NJ 
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ST Kimbrough, Jr. and Carlton R. Young, Songs for the World: Hymns by 
Charles Wesley (New York: General Board of Global Ministries, The United 
Methodist Church, 2001). Order from Cokesbury, 201 8th Avenue South, 
Nashville, TN 37202. 

Charles Wesley, the master hymn-poet of the Methodist movement 
would be pleased to see a few of his texts, eighteen to be precise, placed in 
new musical settings from Africa, Asia, Europe, North America, South 
America, and the Caribbean. Not only are these available in the printed 
booklet which includes words and music, but also in a CD which allows the 
listener to enjoy them to the full. We commend United Methodism's General 
Board of Global Ministries for making available this important Charles 
Wesley collection. 


