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Karen B. Westerfield Tucker, American Methodist Worship. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2001. 345 pp. $49.95. 

Beginning with the statement that the story of American Methodist 
worship has never been fully told, the author makes a first-ever comprehen
sive attempt to tell that story. Recognizing that Methodist worship has not 
been confined to printed texts or disciplinary directives, she goes far beyond 
these to determine how Methodists have actually worshiped and to discover 
the popular beliefs as well as the official theologies that guided their wor
ship. There are chapters on music and architecture, relating these to the 
overall evolution of worship. Family worship, prayer meetings, and visita
tion of the sick are included. She describes the cultural contexts in which 
developments occurred and chronicles the constant interaction of encultura
tion (Americanization) with the desire to be true to Methodism's scriptural 
and historic roots. All this she does with excellent scholarship. 

The result is a most impressive and useful book. Students in Methodist 
studies courses or worship courses have difficulty connecting what they read 
in existing books on the theology or practice of worship with the reality of 
worship in United Methodist congregations. So do experienced pastors. 
How and why did worship evolve into what it is today? Pastors wishing to 
reform .or revitalize a congregation's worship will be more effective if they 
understand and appreciate the history that underlies worship a,s it is today. 
No other book tells this story in such a comprehensive fashion, and it is to 
be hoped that it will be read by all would-be Methodist pastors. 

The author acknowledges that she treats the inheritance from the 
Evangelical United Brethren only as it bears on the post-1968 United 
Methodist Church. This is a significant limitation, especially in places where 
the E. U. B. heritage is strongly felt. Understanding the often heated con
troversy over infant dedication, for instance, requires a knowledge of E. U. B. 
liturgical history. 

This history focuses on the Wesleyan mainstream and says much less 
about other liturgical streams that feed many parts of American pan
Methodism. It includes the three African-American Methodist denomina
tions, with occasional references to African-American worship in the United 
Methodist heritage, stressing what those traditions share with the whole 
pan-Methodist heritage but saying little about the history of what is distinc
tive in their worship. There is also little about the distinctive worship her
itages of other ethnic groups with long history in American United 
Methodism, let alone the heritages of recent imn1igrants. References to wor
ship in the Wesleyan and Free Methodist denominations do not go far 
beyond their official disciplines and rituals. 
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There \Vill be arguments about n1any of the statements and judgn1ents 
in this book, and about what could have been included. But for now the book 
simply has no competition in telling a story every United Methodist planner 
and leader of worship \Vould profit fron1 knowing. There will be other books 
on the subject in the future, but they will all build upon the foundation laid 
by this book. 

HOYT HICKMAN 

Nashville, TN 

David Bennett, The Altar Call: Its Origin and Present Usage. Lanham, MD: 
University Press of An1erica, 2000. 261 pp. $42.00. 

Iv1any of us are familiar \Vith the evangelical altar call. Few of us have 
probably asked about its origin. When did it begin? Who started it? Why was 
it used? This book atte1npts to answer these questions and to ask about the 
cuITent use of the altar call and its future. Along the way the author judi
ciously employs primary and secondary sources to make his points. 

\Ve are clearly told from the beginning that the celebrated evangelists 
John \Vesley, George Whitefield, and Jonathan Edwards are not to be cred
ited with the creation of the modern altar call and public invitation.The 
author ciairns that an1ong the earliest known practitioners were the Separate 
Baptists in America. The A1nerican Methodists see1n to have latched on to it 
a little later. However, it became a feature of their evangelical strategy. 
Camp meetings and the "new measures" used by Charles G. Finney were the 
occasion for a more systematic use of the public invitation of the altar call. 
lts usage in Great Britain and Australia is also described . ..... 

In the second part of this book, Bennett deals with the altar call and 
public invitation today. He states his reservations about using it as a inethod 
for evangelis1n.\Vhile some will question Bennett's assessment of the legit
imacy and effectiveness of the inodern altar call, they will be forced to 
reckon with his criticisms and suggestions. This is an intriguing historical 
study \Vi th in1plications for evangelism today. 

CHARLES YRIGOYEN, JR. 

Madison, NJ 



202 Methodist History 

San1uel J. Rogal, Susanna Annesley Wesley ( 1669-1742): A Biography of 
Strength and Love. Bristol,IN: Wyndham Hall Press, 2001. 204 pp. $36.00. 

Samuel J. Rogal has distinguished himself through many years of 
research and writing on the Wesleys and Methodism including his impres
sive ten-volume A Biographical Dictionary of Eighteenth-Century Methodism 
(1997-2000). In this volume he turns his attention to the venerable and 
extraordinary mother of the Wesleys. 

As one would expect, Rogal describes Susanna Wesley as a strong, sen
sitive, courageous, talented, and committed Christian. He concludes his 
study by saying that she "deserves her day in the sunlight of history because 
she worked terribly hard in her attempts to fortify her children with some
thing more than mother's milk and mother's love; she demonstrated for them 
that order, discipline, and reason could compensate for human error, ill-for
tune, and missed opportunities" (p. 175). Susanna Wesley has inspired 
countless people over the years with her focus on family and faith, even if 
we cannot today em.brace her philosophy of child-rearing. 

One of the book's strengths is its clarity and the manner in which it 
contextualizes the earlier life of the Wesley family. The book suffers from a 
number of careless typographical errors which deliberate proofreading 
would have eliminated and a few minor errors. For example, the evangelical 
conversions of Charles and John Wesley occurred on May 21 and 24, 1738 
respectively (not May 24 and 31, p. 70). The volume does includ€ a valuable 
genealogical chart of the Epworth Wesleys. Many will find this most recent 
biography of Susanna an interesting and informative study of the life of a 
very unusual Christian. 

CHARLES YRIGOYEN, JR. 

Madison, NJ 

Michael Kassler and Philip Olleson, editors, Samuel Wesley (1766-1837) A 
Source Book. Aldershot, UK: Ashgate, 2001. 765 pp. $114.95. Philip 
Olleson, editor, The Letters of Samuel Wesley: Professional and Social 
Correspondence, 1797-1837. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press: 2001. 
516 pp. $115.00. 

The subject of these two important reference works is Samuel Wesley 
(1766-1837), the younger son of Charles Wesley, the Methodist poet and 
hymn writer, and nephew of John Wesley, leading figure in the Methodist 
movement of the 18th century. Samuel Wesley was one of the outstanding 

1 
'l 
l 
J 
I 
I 

il 
I 

l 
! 
' 
:; 

I 
! 

t 
l 



Book Reviews 203 

111us1cians of his tin1e. These volumes illuminate his life by providing 
significant pri111ary source documents and information. Samuel was not 
n1uch involved in Methodisn1, but his relationships with his father, mother, 
and uncle, as well as other Methodist figures, means that his own life, espe
cially its earlier period, sheds light on Methodism's history. 

The letters volu111e contains some interesting texts related to the Wesley 
fan1ily and other persons related to the Methodist movement. The Source 
Book is divided into seven parts which include sections on Wesley family 
background, a calendar of coITespondence, descriptions of musical compo
sitions, literary works, information about Samuel Wesley portraits, and a 
bibliography. . . . 

Both of these volumes represent the impressive compilation and edito
rial skills of the editors. They add much to our knowledge of the family and 
offspring of Charles Wesley. They also provide access to primary sources on 
the life and accon1plishments of one of the important musicians of the late 
l81

h and early 191
h century. 

CHARLES YRIGOYEN, JR. 

Madison, NJ 

Patrick Streiff (G. W. Knowles, translator), Reluctant Saint? A Theological 
Biography of Fletcher of Madeley. Peterborough, UK: Epworth Press, 2001. 
406 pp. £19.95. 

The question mark in the title of Streiff's theological biography of John 
Fletcher queries the spiritual core of Fletcher's life. Fletcher was not reluc
tant to be a saint: he was reluctant to be thought a saint-especially to think 
himself saintly. Because he recognized that he was, in Charles Wesley's. 
words, "a mule by nature" (p. 353), Fletcher committed himself to the way 
of the cross-the path of holiness. 

Perhaps it was because he worked so hard to submit himself to God's 
will, that Fletcher refused to submit to John Wesley's. In Methodism, 
Fletcher was a reluctant appointee. Twice, Fletcher declined \Yesley's 
appointment-first, when Fletcher was 32, then again at age 44. He simply 
coud not hear God calling him to the work Wesley wanted to appoint him to 
do. 

In choosing Fletcher, Wesley revealed something important about him-
self: he wanted the theologically 111ost able younger Methodist to be, first, 
his assistant; later, his successor. If Fletcher had accepted, and if he had out
lived Wesley, Methodism would have had, as Streiff's biography clearly 
reveals, a more nuanced theology but a less dynanric leader. Fletcher cap,.. 
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tured the difference between himself and Wesley in a hon mot: "The snail 
does best in its shell: were it to aim at galloping like the race horse, it would 
be ridiculous indeed" (p. 273). 

W. B. Yeats suggested that "The intellect of man is farced to chose/ 
Perfection of the life, or of the work." Wesley, galloping like a racehorse, 
strove for the perfection of the Methodist work; Fletcher, in his shell, 
yearned for the perfection of his life, even though he was too fine a theolo
gian, unlike Thomas Maxfield and George Bell, ever to claim that he had 
obtained it. 

Streiff's biography is an excellent introduction to the theology of 
Fletcher of Madeley. It reveals that he was a more subtle theologian than 
Wesley-one whose place of birth and, largely, self-instruction in theology 
prepared him to understand and articulate the strengths and weakness of 
Calvinism. Wesley, recognizing Fletcher's abilities, appointed him to his 
self-chosen task: to write Methodism's defense during the Calvinist contro
versies of the 1770s. 

By means of a number of lucid excursuses, Streiff provides the theo
logical background necessary for grasping Fletcher's thought. Streiff also 
deals, most appropriately and effectively, with the context of Fletcher's min
istry. Madeley parish included one of the principal sites of 18th century 
English industrialization: Coalbrookdale on the River Severn. Fletcher 
knew, from his house-to-house visits, the plight of the workers; and he did 
all he could, short of dealing with the systemic evils, to relieve their misery. 
He reminded coal miners and blast-furnace tenders of their daily work as he 
called them to perfection: ''Dig hard in the gospel for hidden treasure. Blow 
hard the furnace of prayer with the bellows of faith, until you are melted into 
love, and the dross of sin is purged out of every heart" (p. 248). 

Weaknesses in this book? Few. One might wish for a fuller portrait of 
the marriage of Mary Bosanquet and Fletcher. In general, the writing and 
editing are fine, although the Author's Foreword refers to "footnotes," while 
the published work has endnotes. 

JOHN G. McELLHENNEY 

Phoenixville, PA 
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