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Wesley's Gift to His New Itinerants 

My good friend Page Thomas recently phoned me to tell me he had 
secured another interesting Wesley item for Bridwell Library. He is the 
Director of The Center for Methodist Studies at Bridwell Library, Perkins 
School of Theology at Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas. He is 
recognized as an important scholar of Wesley and Methodism. 

The item is a presentation copy of the 1770 issue of Wesley's Large 
Minutes. The presentation is from Wesley to Charles Bland, an itinerant 
preacher of Methodism. The little volume is dated "Leeds Conference, 1789 ." 
It follows Wesley's usual custom of presenting a copy of the Large Minutes 
to a possible itinerant who had successfully passed his examination at Confer
ence. It was Wesley's gift to incoming itinerants. 

Dr. Richard P. Heitzenrater, the greatest Wesleyan scholar in America 
today, explains something about the Large Minutes in his fascinating volume, 
Wesley and the People Called Methodists (p. 212). 

Wesley first published the Minutes of his conferences in 17 49 in the 
form of two pamphlets. They were entitled Minutes Of Some Late Conver
sations Between the Revd. M. Wesley and Others. "They compri~ed doctrinal 
and disciplinary matters from the early Conferences. These were combined 
and revised into a sixteen-page pamphlet around 1753 ... and contained an 
updated selection of the main points of doctrine and policy for the connection. 
Now in 1763, Wesley again revised and enlarged this document to include 
many of the issues that had been discussed in the Conferences during the pre
vious decade. (The Minutes of each annual Conference had not been pub
lished.) This new handbook ... became known as the "Large" Minutes. It 
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was this publication that from this time on was given to those candidates who 
had passed their examination to become itinerants. The secretary of the 
Conference generally inscribed and signed the Large Minutes and Wesley 
signed it on its presentation to the successful candidate. 1770 marks the third 
edition of these Large Minutes. It was this edition that was presented to 
Charles Bland. It was entitled Minutes/of Several/Conversations/Between/ 
The Reverend Messieurs/John and Charles Wesley/And Others. 

I doubt if there are many of these signed copies in existence today. They 
were probably used constantly and, although greatly treasured, were hardly 
able to survive their constant handling. It is nice to know that, according to 
Page Thomas, Bridwell Library of Perkins School of Theology now contains 
one of these unique copies of the Large Minutes. 

The inscription reads as follows: 

Leeds Conference 17 89 
Chas. Bland 

As long as you freely consent and earnestly 
endeavour to walk by these Rules, we rejoice to 
acknowledge you as a Fellow Labourer. 

John Wesley 

Very little is known of Charles Bland. John Telford in his edition of 
Wesley's letters refers to him as the second preacher in the Oxfordshire 
Circuit. Wesley seems to have had some confidence in Bland since he wrote 
to him about a layman who was causing some anxiety to the preachers at High 
Wycombe. He also urged Charles Bland and his colleagues to exert them
selves to the utmost in the work of God and particularly never to omit morn
ing preaching. Since this service came at an unusually early hour there was a 
tendency on the part of some to omit it. At any rate, Wesley wrote the fol
lowing note to Bland which is the only letter from Wesley to Bland that we 
have on record: 

Dear Charles,-The Notes on The New Testament and the Appeals will come 
with the next Oxford Magazines. If you all exert yourselves, the work of God will 
prosper throughout the circuit. I pray remember two things; first, Bear with Mr. 
Jaquis (Jacques): there is honesty at the bottom. Secondly, let none of you ever omit 
the morning preaching at Wycombe, Oxford or Witney.-I am, dear Charles, 

To Mr. C. Bland, at the 
Preaching-house, ln High 
Wycombe 

Your affectionate brother, 

In passing, it is well to note that Dr. Heitzenrater's fascinating volume, 
Wesley and the People Called Methodists, is a unique study. There are many 
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books on Methodism in general and many volumes on Methodist leaders. 
I-Iowever, with the exception of Leslie Church's two books: The Early 
Methodist People and More About the Early Methodist People (both pub
lished by The Epworth Press in London) and possibly Wesley's Journal, itself, 
there are not many articles or books that center on the vast number who com
prised the Methodist Societies and later the Methodist Church. 




