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LYNN HAROLD HOUGH: SERVANT OF HUMANITY
ERVING E. BEAUREGARD

Lynn Harold Hough should rank as a 20th century titan. His life touched
several fields . His intellectually stimulating sermons magnetized audiences in
the United States, Canada, England, Scotland, Switzerland, and Australia.
Colleges and universities delighted in inviting him to give lectures and commencement addresses. Hough's literary output amazes: thirty-five books,
editing another book, many chapters in books, and numerous articles. Professor Hough fascinated students. Dean Hough brought innovation to seminary administration. Internationalist in outlook, Dr. Hough grappled with
fundamental issues. Methodist minister Hough worked for tolerance among
Catholics, Jews and African Americans. Lynn Harold Hough's humanistic
Christian life and message influenced a multitude.
Lynn Harold Hough owed much to his mother, Eunice Richey Giles. She
was born in 1856 near Scio, Ohio. A female childhood friend wrote that
Eunice should join her in Oskaloosa, Iowa. Eunice moved to Iowa where she
married Franklin M. Hough. Soon the marriage soured, ending in divorce in
early 1877. Thereupon Eunice, pregnant, returned to Ohio where at Cadiz she
gave birth to Lynn Harold on September 10, 1877. Eunice reared Lynn in
Cadiz while she worked as a clerk in the office of her brother, Thomas W.
Giles, auditor for Harrison County, Ohio. 1
Eunice determined that Lynn, her only child, should have a college education. She considered the three colleges in Harrison County, Ohio. Not wanting Lynn to be a teacher, she ruled out Hopedale Normal College. She
brushed aside Franklin College as being Presbyterian. Being a staunch
Methodist, she selected Scio College, an institution of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. In 1894, Eunice went with Lynn to Scio where she supported him by working as a cook at the college. 2
Hough spent four pleasant years at Scio College. He took avidly to the
classroom and the extracurricular activities. Two faculty members particularly impressed him. One was Wilber G. Compher, Ph.D., University of
Chicago, Professor of Classics and English Literature. Hough affirmed: "My
love of Greek and Latin and the English language sprang from Professor

1

Lynn Harold Hough, letter to John C. Stiers, Brooklyn, N.Y., May 13, 1910, in the possession
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Compher's splendid gift' of expounding the beauty of the spoken and written
word." 3 James Hartley Beal, A.B., S.B., S.M., Scio College, LL.B., Cincinnati
Law School, as Professor of Natural Science "opened up the intricacies of
nature and the unfolding of the species," Hough rhapsodized. 4
At Scio the nonacademic also held Hough's attention. He joined the
Young Men's Christian Association. He worked on the student paper, the
Collegian. He took pride in membership in the Pomonean Literary Society:
"The Society was instrumental in developing my lasting devotion to public
speaking. It exposed me to excellent speakers, entertainers, and musicians
who came momentarily to grace our little campus."5 Despite his small stature,
Hough in 1895 played in the first football game at Scio College. 6 Hough graduated A.B. with honors at Scio in 1898.
While at Scio College Hough made a crucial decision. He noted:
"The power of the Bible. The splendor of nature. (The flora and fauna of
Scio's vicinity fascinated me.) The plight of humanity. The linkage among
them. That led me. to seek the bond of the natural and supernatural. Work
therein should be expounded. The avenue pointed to the ministry." 7 In 1898,
Hough entered the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Hough enrolled at Drew Theological Seminary in 1898 and received his
B.D. degree in 1905. A president of Drew University has written:
In a period when some able students were completing the B.D. course in two years, this
rising young scholar decided to give himself seven for this purpose and at the same time
to brdaden his base learning by steeping himself in the literature of the ages. 8

Some professors at Drew enthralled Hough . He wrote of the Reverend
Robert William Rogers, Ph.D., Leipzig, Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament Exegesis: "He wondrously described the depth of the ancient Orient."
Hough enthused over the Reverend Dr. Samuel Foster Upham, Professor of
Practical Theology: "He fully stressed and amply illustrated how to be original in homilies." Hough acknowledged a lifelong debt to the Reverend Dr.
Olin Alfred Curtis: "He initiated in me a passion for Robert Browning."9
Hough displayed an admirable feature at Drew. A noted person observed:
Lynn Harold Hough had another trait in his student days and one not always characteristic of a lover of books. He was eager to help his fellow students, especially the newcomers at Drew, to get the most out of their life in Drew Forest. 10
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While a student at Drew, Hough happily pastored Methodist Episcopal
churches. Successively he served at Arcola and First Church, Cranford, New
Jersey. Continuing to be with him as homemaker and companion was his
mother. Those roles she occupied until his marriage in 1936.
After obtaining his B .D. degree, for several years Hough took courses at
New York University and served full time in the Methodist ministry. He had
pastorates at King's Park, New York, 1906-07; Third Church, Long Island
City, New York, 1907-09; Summerfield Church, Brooklyn, New York,
1909-12; and Mt. Vernon Place Church, Baltimore, Maryland, 1912-14. During his pastorate in Brooklyn, Hough became a Master Mason. He also joined
ten other "younger alumni" in petitioning Drew's faculty to improve conditions so as to compete favorably with Union and Hartford Seminaries. The
petitioners supported students' complaints at Drew. 11 ·
While a pastor in his early years, Hough found time to begin his career
as a prolific author. He began with Athanasius: The Hero (1906), followed by
The Lure of Books (1911), The Theology of a Preacher (1912), and The Men
of the Gospels (1913).
In 1914, Hough began teaching. He felt that "my studies might do some
good in the professional world." 12 His assignment was professor of historical
theology at Garrett Biblical Institute (now Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary), Evanston, Illinois. During this period he continued to work on a
Th.D. degree at Drew, which he obtained in 1919, delivered an invited lecture
at Baldwin-Wallace College entitled "The Significance of the Protestant
Reformation," and gave the Cole Lecture at Vanderbilt University called "The
Productive Beliefs." In 1918, Hough was sent to Great Britain on behalf of the
Lindgren Foundation to speak on the moral and spiritual aims of the World
War. Moreover, 1-Iough's authorship accelerated: The Quest for Wonder
( 1915), In the Valley of Decision ( 1916), The Man of Power ( 1916), The Little
Old Lady (1917), A Living Book in a Living Age (1918), The Clean Sword
(1918), and Flying Over London and Other Verses (1919).
In 1919, Hough became a university president. "Having been a pastor
and professor, I believed it was now God's plan for me to enter university administration," he wrote. 13 On May 17, 1919, the trustees unanimously selected him president of Northwestern University. Deans and faculty members
heartily approved. 14 The selection was celebrated by many Northwestern
alumni. 15
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Hough's presidency was brief but noteworthy. I-le launched a 1najor
catnpaign to increase Northwestern's financial resources and obtained the
trustees' permission to buy land for a Chicago campus. 16 The School of
Commerce established a day division. During President I-Iough's term:
Financialassistance from national boards of the Methodist Church helped to bring a corps
of instructors for a department of religious education and missions in the Co1Icgc of
Liberal Arts and Graduate School, and a department of education was Jaunched. 11

I-Iough was ''extremely popular with students" and was ''extremely interested in almnni-Northwestern University relations." 18 In late 1920 "The
University was entering the threshold of new ventures when Dr. I-Iough
resigned because of ill health.'' 19 I-Iough 's physician told him that "The
University presidency places too great pressure on you." 20 Duriµg 1920
Hough had published The Eyes of Faith. At the end of 1920 I-Iough accepted
a call to the Central Methodist Episcopal Church in Detroit, the oldest
Protestant church in the city and the mother church of Michigan Methodism..
Success and controversy were to envelop him. One matter involved
twenty-seven charges of heresy. They were leveled by the elderly Reverend
Levi Bird, Ph.D., Allegheny College, who was acting as pulpit supply at the
Methodist Episcopal Church, Port Sanilac, Michigan. On June 11, 1925,
Hough preached a sermon, "Charles Darwin, Evolution and the Christian
Religion," at Central Church. I-Iough considered evolution a scientific hypothesis, which could serve as "the joyous handmaid of reJigion.'' 21 The Reverend
Dr. William I-I. Phelps, editor, published the sermon in the August 20, 1925,
Michigan Christian Adovcate, a publication of the Michigan Conference of
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Bird thereupon accused Phelps of heresy.
Bird brought the charges against I-Iough before the Detroit Conference. Ile
claimed that Hough's sermon:
placed Jesus Christ and Charles Darwin on an equality, assailed the integrity of the
Scriptures., degraded the person of Jesus, discredited the chastity of Mary, his mother,
made of God a liar and uttered other heresies.
The Rev.Dr. Bird declared he had received a call from God to preach against the encroachments of the evolution theory upon religion and told of a vision he had received in which
God had shown him the doctrine of evolution was going to split the church in two. 21
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Bird's sensational charges attracted national attention. Under the heading, "A Great Heresy Case," The Christian Century commented:
We have read with pleasure and instruction the sermon that led to Dr. Bird's onslaught. It
has deep religious feeling; it carries no attempt to make men evolutionists; although it
shows that the writer believes in the broad and universal idea of evolution, it expresses no
opinion as to processes; it says: "You can so interpret evolution as to make it antiChristian. You can interpret evolution as to make it express the very genius of Christianity.... Can we make Christianity commanding in terms of scientific thought? Yes, more
commanding than ever before." In short, the sermon is one that must command the assent
of moderate thinkers and the sincere tribute of the spiritually minded. 23

The Detroit Conference accepted the report of the ministerial committee
that rejected the charges. By a vote of 300 to 0 the Conference accepted a
committee report that the charges against Dr. Phelps be dismissed.. 24
During his pastorate in Detroit Hough blasted two national organizations. Calling the Daughters of the American Revolution the "Daughters of
the Ku Klux,'' he chastised the organization "for having blacklisted such
notable characters as Jane Addams, Rabbi [Stephen] Wise and others." 25
Newspapers and patriotic societies then assailed Hough. In a sermon at his
church on July 8, 1923, Hough called the Ku Klux Klan "the most diabolical
institution this country ever saw ... America must be saved from the Ku Klux
Klan.'~ 26

In 1927, Hough stirred controversy with an article. He contributed "Why
Not a Catholic President" to the first issue of Plain Talk Magazine, a
monthly championing the cause of tolerance. Hough vigorously upheld the
view of political safety under a Catholic president. He affirmed:
When a Protestant refuses to vote for a Catholic whose character and abilities he admits
and with whose policies he agrees, and makes that refusal simply because the candidate is
a Catholic, that Protestant is not worthy of the name or of the privilege of American citizenship.21

Hough firmly asserted:
We should not rest quite contented until the time has come when we can place a high
minded Catholic, a man of unquestioned character and ability, in the chair of the President
of the United States. There will always be plenty of Protestant Presidents. There ought to
be an occasional Catholic President. 28

Hough prophesied: "The freedom of investigation would be as safe
under a Catholic as under a Protestant President. After all there have been
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great Catholic scientists."29 Hough "did not mention a name but it was taken
to be an endorsement of Governor Alfred E. Smith of New York." 30 Smith was
anathema to a number of Methodist clergymen because he favored repeal of
the Prohibition Amendment.
Repercussions followed the publication of Hough's article. It was reprinted in newspapers and read by Methodists the day before they attended a
meeting of the Michigan Conference at Port Huron. That body defeated
Hough for reelection as a delegate to the General Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. The New York Times reported:
The article was not taken officially before the conference and promineht delegates refused
to comment on it before or after election. Neither would they give a yes or no answer when
asked if the article in any way influenced their individual or collective votes. 31

Hough received a different response from Roman Catholic authorities.
In 1928, the Very Reverend John P. McNichols, S.J., President of the University of Detroit, conferred the honorary degree doctor of laws on Hough. This
had been approved by Bishop Michael Gallagher of Detroit. 32 Hough was
especially proud of this, one of his ten honorary degrees. 33
While a pastor in Detroit Hough emerged prominently in Freemasonry,
an order condemned by the Roman Catholic Church. He was exalted in King
Cyrus Chapter No. 133, Royal Arch Masons and knighted in Damascus
Commandery No. 42, Knights Templar. He became a member of the Scottish
Rite Bodies in the Valley of Detroit and took an active part in the ritualistic
work of the Rite, serving as Most Wise Master of Mount Olivet Chapter of
Rose Croix. He was created a Sovereign Grand Inspector General, 33rd
Degree, Honorary Member of the Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite on
September 20, 1927, in Boston, Massachusetts. 34
During 1921-28 Hough was quite active in scholarly and other endeavors. He published nine books: The Opinions of John Clear.field, The Inevitable Book, Life and History, A Little Book of Sermons, The Strategy of the
Devotional Life, Twelve Merry Fishermen, The Imperial Voice, The Lion in
His Den, and Adventures in the Minds of Men. Also at this time Hough contributed chapters to seven books. Moreover, he gave the Merrick Lecture,
"Synthetic Christianity," at Ohio Wesleyan University in 1923, the Fernley
Lecture, "Evangelical Humanism," before the British Wesleyan Conference
in 1925 (praise came from The London Tinzes Supplen1ent 35 ), and a series of
21
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lectures at Drew Theological Seminary, 1921-28. Hough participated in interdenominational movements, serving as president of the Detroit Council of
Churches, 1926-28, and vice president of the Religious Education Association, 1926-28. In 1925, Hough was the Methodist Episcopal Church's delegate to the Universal Christian Conference on Life and Work in Stockholm,
Sweden, spoke to the Brotherhood Club of London, and preached at St.
George's Church, Edinburgh, Scotland.
In 1928, Hough left his pastorate in Detroit. An authority has written:
Dr. Hough's eight years ministry in Detroit was pitched upon a high level and of a citywide interest. Just as the presence of royalty is indicated by the colors flying from the castle or palace, Central M.E. Church at Grand Circus Park flamed with life when its pastor
was at home and in the pulpit. The midweek meetings had record-making attendance; the
Sunday services enjoyed capacity crowds in the morning and well-filled church in the
evening. Where Dr. Hough appeared as a speaker, before luncheon clubs, literary societies,
and fraternal groups, the stage was set, the atmosphere was right, the setting perfect. 36

A prominent Michigan clergyman commented on Hough's departure:
It still seems a thing incredible to me that you are actually leaving Detroit. I just cannot
bring myself to believe it. You have been invaluable to us. You have interpreted the liberal spirit and have thrown down the little bulwarks of provincialism so manfully that it
has been easier for all the rest of us to preach an enlightening gospel. 37

Reinhold Niebuhr, who ministered in Detroit during Hough's tenure, called
Hough "the n1inister to the intelligentsia of Detroit." 38 The Christian Century
affirmed that Hough "would have been welcomed to the Methodist Board of
Bishops if he had not quietly said 'Nolo episcopari.' " 39
In 1928, Hough became pastor in Montreal, Canada, of the American
Presbyterian Church. He gave his reason for leaving Detroit:
I believe my work in Detroit is done. I have fought on a number of battle fronts for
causes that needed defenders. I have made some enemies. That was to be expected, but I
doubt the advisability of prolonging my pastorate here, and for this reason: I predict that
within a few years Detroit will experience a frightful upheaval in industrial circles. Labor
and Capital will fight it out to the bitter end. If I were in the city at the time, my voice
would be lifted for justice. It might embarrass some of my splendid friends who are prominent employers to have me on hand at such a time. I think I had better go to Montreal. 40

One of Hough's students later wrote:
At one period in his career, Lynn Harold Hough became pastor of a large and influential
Presbyterian church in Canada. In keeping with his thorough manner of approaching any
large responsibility-and he was a meticulous man who tended to do things in a large
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way-he spent the surntner preceding his new duties working his way through a massive
history of Canada. When he commenced preaching in Canada, he displayed a deep and
comprehensive knowledge of the Canadian historical background which astounded his
hearers and gained their admiration. Few Canadians had a better knowledge of the history
.o f the commonwealth than he, who came in from the outside and would be expected to
have at best a rudimentary knowledge of such matters. 41

While in his new position Hough was president of the Religious Education Council of Canada. Also at that time he authored the book Imperishable Dreanis and edited another book, Whither Christianity. He contributed
chapters to five books and gave the Samuel Harris Lect11re, "Personality anq
Science," at Bangor Theological Seminary as well as another lecture at Drew
Theological Seminary.
In 1930, Hough returned to the United States. He accepted the \professorship of homiletics at Drew Theological Seminary. He received moving
expenses, an annual salary of $5,000 and house, and retirement promise of
not less than $2,000 yearly. While professor he would also be "Special
Preacher" at the Methodist Episcopal Church, Madison, NJ, preaching three
Sundays a month, September to June, at an annual stipend of $2,000. 42
Hough's coming to Drew proved auspicious:
It seemed to Drew men in 1930 that Hough had been preaching and lecturing forever. His
name was a Methodist watchword and few men had preached so often to students on cotlege campuses. No one had preached more at Methodist celebrations. Those who had not
heard his voice might have read his words, for by 1930 twenty-seven of his books had been
published and he had become the outstanding American authority in Critical Humanism.
Well into middle age when he joined the faculty, Lynn Harold Hough had behind him one
great career. One equally impelling lay ahead. 43

Hough taught at Drew 1930-47. In 1933, his title changed to Professor
of Homiletics and Comprehensive Scholarship. In 1937, because he judged it
more appropriate, the title became Professor of Homiletics. and the Christian
Criticism of Life. Considered ''an unusual character, a peron with a very large
ego," Hough proceeded to teach practically every course offered by the seminary. A masterly teacher of English and American literature, Hough discerned their implication for that which he fervently expounded, Christian
Humanism. Indeed, singlehandedly he created the Department of Christian
Humanism notwithstanding eyebrows being raised about its legitimacy.
Hough eventually routed his chief critic, once his fellow student at Dr,ew, the
Reverend Dr. Edwin Lewis, Professor of Systematic Theology. 44
The memory of Professor Hough remained strong in his students. One
wrote about his "astounding vocabulary'' and noted:
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He always sat behind a desk to lecture; he invariably bustled into the room clad in his
preaching robe, a voluminous gown of many folds, with the customary three arm stripes
of black velvet, and sat tipped back in his swivel chair, perfectly at ease during the class
period. 45

Years later another student warmly wrote to Hough:
I want you to know that one of the deep influences which prompted me to give the second
half of my life to teaching was the influence you had on me as a student and which you
continue to have even now.
You must realize that in spite of the different way in which you influenced so many of the
generation at Drew that on any Sunday morning when Ron Meredith in Wichita or Mel
Wheatley in Westwood or Everett Palmer in the Northwest or Morgan Edwards steps into
a pulpit, a good deal of Lynn Harold Hough goes with them.
Far beyond the mechanical craft of teaching men to preach, which is the extent of much
homiletics instruction in the country, you kindled the preaching fire. 46

Over thirty years later a student of Hough's recalled: "No student could
come under the spell of Dean [this position was added to his professorship in
1934] Hough without becoming a lover of good books." 47 This former student
gave further praise:
I may add that this was my third degree under Dean Hough and it really was a "third·
degree." His graduate students all recall with deep respect the appalling "reading list"
which they were required to take care of, along with all the usual requirements for a
Doctor of Philosophy degree.
The uniqueness of Dean Hough's teaching was his well-structured point of view, an interpretation of life from the Christian perspective that gave to the twentieth century what
Thomas Aquinas gave to the thirteenth century-a total Christian criticism of life.
All about the world men who have known Dean Hough can say with me, "I never think of
him but I feel within me some new courage, some fresh strength." 48

After a half century a student reminisced about his Professor Hough:
"He was short, had a gimpy walk, wore a Roman collar, sported a Charlie
Chaplin mustache, and had longer hair than the prevailing fashion." This person added that Dr. Hough neither smoked nor drove a car. "His Buick was
driven by a student chauffeur." Smilingly, this former student recalled that
absentmindedness sometimes afflicted Dr. Hough: "Once a female student
raised a hand in a class and told Dr. Hough he was giving the same lecture he
had just delivered to another class earlier in the same day. Dr. Hough said
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'No' but twisted his notes to fit this class." Also the former student quoted
above remembered that Yale divinity students called Drew Seminary students
''Houghites.''49
Retaining his professorship, Hough in 1934 became Dean of Drew
Theological Seminary, Drew University. Thus he presided over a graduate
institution offering the degrees of B.D., M.A., and Ph.D. The historian of
Drew University has praised Hough's deanship:
Hough moved easily and powerfully into the newly created deanship. His world-wide
stature among theologians and his unlimited energy and intelligence impelled him to
demand excellence. Drew Theological Seminary's already higlrreputation among semi-:.
naries increased, and Hough personally carried its name everywhere. His yearly itineraries
took him to many cities, major campuses, other countries; to commencements, conventions, church anniversaries. His voice made the Seminary stronger.50

Hough's superior, the President of Drew University, Dr. Arlo Ayre{;Brown,
highly esteemed Hough's contributions to the development of Drew Theological Seminary: "Raising the standards and developing a program of graduate work above the B.D. level which will stand the strictest scrutiny of other
graduate schools'''; lifting the Seminary's geographical and political horizons;
bringing a new appreciation of classical thinking through t.h e centuries to students; giving "enthusiastic support to disciplines dealing with the practical
every-day problems of the hour"; providing personal inspiration to the students; and selecting new faculty members with ''painstaking care and thoroughness."51 One seminary student of Hough's affirmed:
Be was a brilliant man, and as the dean at Drew, he contributed not a little in the process
of that institution regaining some of the stature it possessed when the great scholars of the
previous generation were on the faculty and were impressing the theological world with
their achievements. 52

To help measure the stature of Hough's deanship at Drew Theological
Seminary a look at the situation following his retirement in 1947 might be
illuminating. During the next sixteen years rapid changes occurred in the
deanship. Three deans and three acting deans succeeded one another.
While professor and dean at Drew Hough engaged in many other activities. He was president of the Association of Methodist Theological Schools.
During 1936--48 he served on the Executive Committee of the National
Council of Churches of Chtist in America. He was a member of the General
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1936 and 1940, and :of the
Uniting Conference of Methodism . in 1939. A Methodist scholar wrote of
Hough: "As a debater in the General Conference he has had few equals and
no superiors." 53
Simpson, interview by author.
°Cunningham, University in the Forest, 200.
51
Brown, "Lynn Harold Hough," 34.
52
Phinney, ''Dean Hough," 7.
53 Ario Ayres Brown, "The Rev. Lynn Harold Hough," in James Richard Joy, ed., TheTeathers of
Drew, 1867~1942 (Madison, New Jersey: Drew University, 1942), 74.
49

5

236

Methodist History

During his tenure at Drew Hough labored enthusiastically in the ministry. He was "Resident Minister" at Methodist Episcopal Church, Madison,
NJ, for several years. A student of Hough's remembers him as a dynamic
preacher who used no notes and had a unique way of pulling on his robe while
preaching, adding that Hough's ministerial students failed in their attempts to
copy the master's dexterity with robe. 54 A prominent Methodist minister has
written of Hough:
I first heard him preach in the morning service at Madison Methodist Church-a day I
shall never forget. In that one sermon was inspiration for a life-time. Nor was it a short sermon, although it seemed so. By the watch, the sermon lasted an hour. In the lives of the
listeners, it lasted forever. 55

Hough preached in distinguished places in the United States and abroad:
Washington Cathedral; King's Chapel and the Cathedral Church ol St. Paul,
Boston, Massachusetts; St. Bartholomew's Protestant Episcopal Church, New
York City; Elgin Place Congregational Church and Wellington Church, Glasgow, Scotland; Edinburgh churches, Scotland; Carr's Lane Church,
Birmingham, England; St. Colomba's Church, London, England; and for
many years at City Temple, London. In 1934, he preached before the League
of Nations in Geneva on "The Church and Civilization."
Hough did not shirk from standing up on issues of war and peace. The
historian of Drew noted:
Dean Hough encouraged pacifism at the Methodist General Conference in Kansas City in
1939 (a gathering of particular historical importance because there the Northern and
Southern Methodists agreed to unify as one church after a separation of ninety-five years).
A sub-committee debated whether the church should support a conscientious objector in
time of war "just as it would support the citizen who felt that he should fight." Two young
men argued for supporting conscientious objectors, but their youthful idealism carried little weight. The potentially explosive proposal came close to death on a motion to table it.
Dean Hough placed his prestige squarely behind the young spokemen at this point, pleading for Methodists to "take risks to make God's will real in the world." There was no further argument. The proposal to support conscientious objectors carried easily. 56

On the other hand, Hough ministered to soldiers. In 1942, the British
Ministry of Information invited him to England to speak on the moral and
spiritual aims of the war against the Nazis. 57 There he remained eighty days,
preaching to British and American troops. A scholar has recorded:
He [Hough] dodged buzz bombs and sat in air raid shelters while the Luftwaffe rained
destruction on London every night. Hough commented: "Paris kept its buildings and lost
its soul; England kept it.;; soul and lost its buildings."' 8
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The British Ministry commended Hough for "his very valuable service.'159

Moreover, during 1934-47, Dean Hough continued to deliver lectures.
These included the Sam P. Jones Lecture, Emory University, 1935 and the
Fred J. Cato Lecture, General Conference of the Methodist Church of
Australasia, Brisbane, Australia, 1941. Hough was the first American chosen
for this honor. His lecture "combined harmonious and powerful intellect with
insight and spiritualism." 60 In addition, he delivered "Patterns of the Mind,"
Florida School of Religion Lectureship, 1942; "The Sacramental View of
Life," Easter Lecture, Bexley Hall, Kenyon College, 194,S; and "The Meaning
of Human Experience," Southwestern Lecture, Southwestern University,
1945.
While teaching and administering at Drew Hough maintained his stupendous turnout of books. These included The University of Experlehce, The
Church and Civilization, Vital Control, The Civilized Mind, Free Men, The
Christian Criticism of Life, and Living Democracy. Also he contributed chapters to twenty-one books.
Joy marked Hough's personal life while professor and dean at Drew. On
October 13, 1936, he married Blanche Horton Trowbridge, daughter of a
Brooklyn pharmaceutical magnate, graduate of Mt. Holyoke College, and
widow of the Reverend Stephen van R. Trowbridge, a Congregational clergyman. She had been a missionary for twenty-five years, first in Turkey and
later in Egypt. Hough's marriage brought an impact on Drew as its president
stated:
Mrs. Hough has shared not only the dean's intellectual interests but also his concern for
the welfare ofhis students. With her gracious friendliness and charm she has, together with
the dean, made their home a center of friendly counsel, encouragement, and inspiration. 61

Sorrow also engulfed Hough during his professionship-deanship at
Drew. Hough's mother, who had continued to be his. homemaker and companion until his marriage, passed away on June 3, 1937; she was the victim
of an automobile accident in New York City.
In 1947, Hough retired at Drew at age seventy. The university made him
Dean Emeritus. Later at a ceremony in Mead Hall, the center of Drew
Theological Seminary, his portrait by Mary Williams was unveiled. It portrays him in Roman collar and doctoral gown, and holding a Bible. _
Hough's retirement brought no end to his embrace of life. In 19'47, he
was visiting professor at Emmanuel College, Victoria University, and Chancellor's lecturer, Queen's University; Canada. He preached in the United
States and abroad. At age eighty-three he received the following praise for a
sermon:

ws.S. Mennecr, Ministry of Information, London, September 11, 1942, Hough Papers.
wAustralia, The Methodist, June 14, 1941, Hough Papers.
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The deeply religious tone of the Good Friday service at our church was unusual and most
mspmng.
I wanted to tell you that your contribution was, to me, the most moving thing about it. Your
clear analysis of the difference between physical bodily wants and the deeply spiritual
wants was a masterful contribution to clear thinking and to the interpretation of Christ's
attitude toward his death and his selfrenunciation. 62

In 1958, Hough spoke at the rededication of City Temple, London, in the
presence of Queen Mother Elizabeth. Hough remained active in various
branches of Freemasonry. In 1956, he was president of two New York City
clubs, Quill and Andiron.
During retirement Hough's literary output did not stop. He wrote several books: The Dignity of Man, Great Humanists, The Great Argf!ment, The
Eternal and Redeeming Word, and The Living Church. He also contributed
chapters to a number of books.
Dr. and Mrs. Hough passed away within a year of one another. She died
of a heart attack on August 3, 1970, at a nursing home in Hartford, Connecticut. He died of a heart attack on July 14, 1971, at his home, 1165 Fifth
Avenue, New York City. There were no immediate survivors. Hough's body
was interred at Evergreen Cemetery, Morristown, New Jersey. His gravestone
simply records:
Lynn Harold Hough
1877-1971
Near Hough's grave are those of his wife, mother, and grandmother, Martha
Walters Giles.
Hough had participated in numerous scholarly and professional organizations. These included the American Society of Church History, Association
of Methodist Theological Schools (president, 1942), Chicago Society for
Biblical Research, English Speaking Union of the United States, National
Association of Biblical Instructors, Religious Educational Association, Society of Biblical Research, and Society of Midland Authors.
Dr. Hough lived gregariously. He belonged to Cliff Dwellers of
Chicago, the Century Association and Andiron, Quill and University clubs in
New York, various branches of the Masonic order, Pilgrims of the United
States, Sigma Chi, and the National Liberal and Authors clubs of London,
England.
Still other activities attracted Dr. Hough. He delighted in walking. He
was an avid fan of tennis and cricket. 63
Hough's accomplishments brought honors. These included honorary
degrees: LL.D., Albion College; Litt. D., Allegheny College; J.U.D., Boston
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University; D.D., Garrett Theological Seminary; D.D., Mount Union College;
LL.D., University of Detroit; LL.D., University of Pittsburgh; Litt. D., University of Puget Sound; L.H.D., University of Vermont; and D.D., Wesleyan
University. 64
Lynn Harold Hough identified himself with evangelical humanism.
"While holding on to the personal warmth of evangelical faith he attempted
to stay abreast of refined culture and to make religion fully rational." 65 In over
six decades of preaching, lecturing, and writing (including thirty-five books),
he sought to lead persons to salvation and to uplift society through control of
base impulses.
,
Hough's message to humanity owed much to his inner self. At Methodist
related Scio College he began his lifelong absorption with the relationship
between religion and culture. 66 Then during the more than conventiona;l years
to obtain his bachelor of divinity degree at Drew he learned from his professors that intellectual problems faced Christianity. There Hough imbibed from
Dr. Robert W. Rogers -his lifelong devotion to Anglo-Saxon civilization. 67 Also
at Drew Dr. OlinA. Curtis influenced Hough in the need to develop theology
confronting modem problems and subordinating orthodoxy to subjective experiences of faith. 68
Hough's fidelity to Methodism dovetailed with his attachment to Victorian moral outlook. Youthful mastery of urges, particularly sexual desires,
brings mastery of life and order to society, Hough maintained. 69 Hough
applauded close male friendships in his books. 70 A scholar has speculated:
In accordance with the Victorian idea that sexual intercourse dissipated the energies of
males, Hough might have reasoned that by remaining single he could channel his drives
fully toward guiding others to God.7 1
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However, it should be noted that at age fifty-nine Hough married a fiftyseven-year-old widow.
Hough's theology showed progression. In his early years he stressed the
trinitarian doctrine of Athanasius and the atonement of Christ for human
sins. 72 Then he sought to forge an "evangelical" path between Fundamentalism and Modernism. He arrived at "a 'new orthodoxy,' lying somewhere
between Fundamentalism and Modernism, based on Methodist presuppositions regarding biblical inspiration and the immediate and saving presence of
God." 73
Hough had a keen appreciation for history. At Drew he "restructured the
courses in church history to emphasize the role of great men in the Christian
past." Hough's lectures and sermons "used historical events to inspire his
hearers to live fearlessly for ideals." 74
•
Hough himself became involved in international events. In World War I
he went to Great Britain to preach to troops and also at Mansfield College,
Oxford, and at the City Temple in London. He viewed God on the side of the
Allies whose victory would begin "to remake the world" according to His
will. He supported Woodrow Wilson's international idealism and sought the
United States' entry into the League of Nations. When that failed, Hough saw
cynicisrn engulfing the world. 75 Thus only Christianity could bring altruism to
the nations. The rise of the Fascist, Nazi, and militant Japanese regimes
appalled him. In World War II Hough saw Allied victory as necessary for the
triumph of good over moral chaos. 76
Hough joined Irving Babbitt and Paul Elmer More in expounding the
New Humanism. Like them he decried waning literary and moral standards.
With More, Hough feared that repressed impulses stand ever ready to overwhelm reason and subvert eternal values. Hough was wary of democracy. He
saluted More: "I love you for that stern and unbending aesthetic conscience
of yours, for your proud old tory principles."77 Hough disseminated a
Christian version of the New Humanism.
Hough added a third dimension to the New Humanism. He agreed with
Babbitt and More on the necessity to affirm morality and human dignity.
However, Hough believed that "a third tier, inhabited by God, transcended
humanity." 78 Humanity could arrive at "Truth" because God had patterned
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the universe for its discovery. Hough argued that Methodist theology trumpeted God's immediate presence and the Christian's responsibility to act
according to his/her sense of what is right. 79
Hough rejected both the social gospel and neo-orthodox theology. He
considered the former utopian because evil ever wreaks havoc; no economic
remedies can change that. 80 Hough castigated nee-orthodoxy because it emphasizes the total inability of human beings to arrive at Christian faith. 81
Hough viewed his conception of the New Humanism "as the philosophical
and rhetorical scheme with which to convince men and women of their need
for transcendental experience with the divine.'' 82
A glimpse of Lynn Harold Hough might end on his favorite quotation
from Hippocrates: "'The life so short, the craft so long to learn."83
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