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Two Episcopal Letters
We publish two letters from Methodist bishops this month, one from
Francis Asbury to Thomas Morrell and one from Thomas Coke to Richard
Whatcoat. They turned up recently when the Rev. Raymond Shaw was doing
some research in the Peck Family Files in the Syracuse University Library. He
sent copies to the Rev. Gerard B. Pollock of Mannsville, New York who forwarded them to Dr. Charles Yrigoyen of the Commission on Archives and
History of The United Methodist Church. He sent them to me for possible
inclusion in Discovery. I immediately thought of Dr. John A. Vickers of
England, the world's leading authority on Thomas Coke. I asked him to make
comments on the letters for inclusion in Discovery. He is knee-deep in
numerous ventures including the indexing of the Wesley Works Project, but
he sent a favorable reply with his comments which are included here.
The Peck Family Files, referred to above, related to five brothers who
became Methodist preachers. The best known of them is Jesse Truesdale Peck
(1811-1883) a bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church and in 1870 one of
the founders of Syracuse University.

The Asbury Letter to Thomas Morrell
This letter is included on p. 120 of Vol. 3 of The Journal and Letters of
Francis Asbury. It is in a defective form taken from Louis D. Palmer's
Heroism and romance, Early Methodism in Northeastern Pennsylvania. One
short section near the beginning is missing from Palmer's version and there
are a number of minor verbal and other variations. The following is a transcript of the original.
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Wyoming, July 3, 1793

My very dear BrotherEvery occurrence[?] gives an opportunity of information, these Frontier Circuits have suffered the want of my presence; to see the state of matters. That very person who was
Hammetting,' is greatly concerned as a mercenary in this circuit; no wonder he should let
loose. I am and hope I shall ever be a terror to evil doers especially ministers. Will you the
next Letter you have an occasion to write to John Dickins,2 direct said Dickins to desire
Daniel Hitt3 on the Pittsburg Circuit to take the earliest opportunity to let Valentine Cook4
upon the Clarkesburg Circuit know to come and meet me at the Baltimore Conference
October the 20 1793. I have found a vast Body of Dutch. o.n Northumberland Circuit, .a nd
the said Cook can preach in Dutch; had I known at Conference I would have stationed him
there. I believe there are several young men will do as well on Clarksburg as he. I am convinced I ought to station preachers all the year and it appears not right to take all the
preachers away. There is such disorders it gives a great opening to Men, ~, deviles [sic] and
sin. Our poor preachers keep Lent great part of the year here. Our Towns, and Cities at
least our Conferences ought not to let them starve for Cloathing. l have had a pretty long
Champain in the backwoods ever since March. I judge it will be best for half the
preachers, from Albany, Connecticut, Massachusetts, and [New] Jersey, to attend at [New]
York Conference, that we may keep the work going on. I think we must, absolutely, never
let the preachers wholly leave their circuit[;) this is what was never suffered in England for
fear of havock, it is pressing [?] times in America.
Thine as ever, F. Asbury
[Addressed to] Thomas Morrell, Elizabeth Town

The Coke Letter To Richard Whatcoat
Apart from the closing greeting and postscript, this is not in Coke's own
hand, but that of a scribe. It is a copy of a letter he sent to several of the

'A reference to William Hammett (?-1803) who was a British pioneer of West Indian Methodism.
He came to Charleston, South Carolina, where he electrified the people with his preaching. When
Asbury refused to appoint him to the church there, he led a schism that drew off a large number
of Methodists into what bec-a me the Primitive Methodist Church. For a time the movement was
eminently successful, but later it languished and died. It is doubtful if Hammett was in
Charleston at the time Asbury wrote this letter.
2
John Dickins (1747-1798) was the first Book Editor of the Methodist Episcopal Church. At the
conference in Lovely Lane in 1784 he suggested the name for the new churcfi.· The Methodist
Episcopal Church in America.
3
Daniel Hitt (1765-1825) was a brilliant preacher of early Methodism. For a time he was the traveling companion of Francis Asbury who made him one of the executors of his will. He was elected Book Steward and though re-elected in 1812 he proved to be somewhat of a failure, being a
better preacher than a book steward.
4
Valentine Cook ( 1765-1820) was a Methodist circuit rider and educator. He attended Cokes bury
College for a year or two and became one of its most famous students. He was a powerful
preacher., and though for the last twenty years of his life he was no longer an itinerant, he continued preaching in churches and especially at camp meetings . His knowledge of German, which
Asbury refers to as "Dutch," made him especially valuable among Gem1an-speaking people.
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American preachers (as he did on one or two other occasions). Another copy,
addressed to Ezekiel Cooper, is in the library at Garrett Evangelical Seminary.
Coke had recently returned from his seventh visit to America (he was
back in London by February 26, 1798). Note the date of the postscript, a
month after the body of the letter. He was about to leave for Ireland to preside
at the Conference there, and his postscript to the copy sent to Ezekiel Cooper
indicates that, in the short interval since reaching England he had also been
busy preparing the first volume of his commentary on the Bible for publication (though Volume 1 did not in fact appear until 1801). The letter, therefore,
illustrates both the number and the variety of the commitments and responsibilities that made up his busy existence. Whatever his shortcomings, indolence was not among them.
London. Aprir2lst, 1798
Very dear Brother,
I have reason to bless God, that he favoured me with a safe and agreeable passage from
America to England in twenty two days and a half. The work of God in England is going
on rapidly in many places, so that I am in very good hopes that the schism 1 which has taken
place will be made up 2 by the next Conference. I cannot at present say what I can do further in the business than I have done; however, I shall be able to judge better at the British
Conference which begins the latter end of July. Unless I am particularly wanted in
America, I believe I shall spend the next Winter in England, God willing, which will
enable me to settle all my little affairs in this Country in the completest manner, so as to
be ready to devote myself to the service of my American Brethren: not but that I shall be
at any time ready at the call of those whose servant for Jesu's sake I now particularly consider myself; I mean the Methodist Societies on your Continent.
We have been favoured with very reviving accounts of the Work of God in the West
India Islands. In Jamaica particularly, the plantations open to us very rapidly. In all the
Islands we have now near ten thousand of the poor Heathen truly awakened, and a great
part of them happy in the love of God.
After what I have observed above, you may easily perceive, that my return to this
Country for a Season at the importunate request of the British Conference, and by the
advice of Bishop Asbury and the Virginia Conference, is not by me considered in the least
degree dissolving my solemn engagements which I made to the last General Conference
in America. Though I am now here, as it were, the prisoner of the Lord, I am notwithstanding yours by every tie which Love and Truth can make.
In one respect it certainly was peculiarly providential that I returned to Europe. The
schism which has taken place, has so alarmed the Preachers, that the great work in the
West Indies seemed to be almost forgot; and I do believe would soon have dropped to the
ground, if I had not returned. But I am now endeavouring to set that whole business on a
solid basis, and if I can but succeed in this, my heart will be light indeed and truly joyful.

'A considerable number of members and local preachers had seceded and formed the Methodist
New Connexion, following the expulsion of the radical Alexander Kilham at the Conference of
1796.
2
In the copy to Ezekiel Cooper Coke has inserted the words 'in numbers' at this point, to avoid
ambiguity.
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I bless God, I do enjoy his favour continually; and through Almighty Grace do find
birn my Home, and my Tabernacle, and my Dwelling-place. What a pleasure it is, that on
each side of the water, and at every time, and in every place, he is equally open of access
to his believing Children.
I Pray you, my dear Brother, write to me by the first Opportunity, and be particular
about the work of God, for it gives me peculiar satisfaction to hear from my American
Brethren. Give my Love to the Preachers, with whom you labour, and pray for
Your very affectionate Brother

T Coke
P.S. t have paid the money.into the hands of your nephew .both .for himself & his Sist~rs.
Tomorrow I set off for JreJand. God ble·ss you.
,
May 20.

