
BOOK REVIEWS 

Manfred Marquardt, John Wesley's Social Ethics: Praxis and Principles. 
Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992. Tr. by John E. Steely and W. Stephen 
Gunter. 205 pp. $19.95. 

The author indicates that this is "a standard treatment of Wesley's 
social ethics." I would be more inclined to say "the" standard treatment. 
Marquardt notes the contributions of L. D. Hulley's To Be and To Do: 
Exploring Wesley's Thought on Ethical Behaviour (1988) and my To 
Reform the Nation: Theological Foundations of Wesley's Ethics (1984). 
As author of the latter, I affirm the special value of Marquardt's essay. 

When he devlops the major areas of Wesley's social activity, he focuses 
on economics, education, slavery and prison reform. His economic ethic 
is grounded in the Protestant ethic of diligence and thrift and the biblical 
concern for the poor. Wesley's understanding of the need for capital is 
limited, while the work of Josiah Tucker is much more adequate (Wesley 
depended on Tucker in his own analysis). 

Wesley's critical role in the anti-slavery crusade is assessed as "the 
power of a humane appeal" which had limited effect on the slave owners. 
However, Wesley took the argument well past the sympathetic and affec
tive appeals of Anthony Benezet, the Quaker whose writings Wesley 
copied. (See my essay in Methodist History 33:46-57 .) 

Following these discussions, Marquardt deals at length with the prin
ciples of social ethics. The logic of reviewing praxis before principles seems 
to be a reversal of structures. Usually the discussions of foundations 
precedes the various forms of ethical praxis. That may simply be a matter 
of personal style. 

Marquardt's interpretations of Wesley's views on civil order, the 
monarchy, and social transformation are standard. I continue to claim 
that Wesley's concerns were largely shaped by his commitments to political 
and religious liberty, a view grounded in his firm Arminian sense of free 
will. 

The limited monarchy, whose power, originating with God, is under 
the constraints of Parliament, is the implementing means to the ultimate 
goal, the rights of the people. As Wesley learned from the one time non
juror William Higden, the state is made for man not man for the state. 

On Wesley's conceptions of social change, Marquardt's evaluation 
is too individualistic. Wesley's expectation that justification and sanctifica
tion would lead to the transformation of society is only part of the ex
planation. Wesley was too busy in his appeals to statesmen, in his major 
addresses to the larger society, and more, for us to stereotype him by the 
traditional evaluations. As early as the Holy Club at Oxford and as late 
as his last letter to Wilberforce, Wesley sought renewal of the human spirit 
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by faith active in love, expressed in the conversion of individuals and the 
social order. 

LEON 0. HYNSON 

Myerstown, PA 

William Kostlevy, Holiness Manuscripts: A Guide to Sources Document
ing the Wesleyan Holiness Movement in the United States and Canada, 
ATLA Bibliography Series, No. 34. Metuchen, NJ: The American 
Theological Library Association and The Scarecrow Press, Inc. 423 pp. 
$49.50. 

Kenneth E . Rowe, compiler and editor, United Methodist Studies: Basic 
Bibliographies, third edition. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992. 128 pp. 
$5.95. 

Where would we be without scholars like Bill Kostlevy and Ken Rowe? 
Their careful work benefits everyone working at all levels of church history. 
Without them, the sources documenting and illuminating our past would 
lie forgotten in repositories and libraries. 

Rowe's Basic Bibliographies is in its third edition, having been up
dated for the 1993-1996 quadrennium of The United Methodist Church. 
Well-known among seminary students, the bibliography is also a useful 
reference for local church and annual conference libraries as well as the 
personal library of anyone interested in the literature of United Methodist 
history. 

The bibliography is organized in several categories. A list of general 
resources (such as bibliographies and encyclopedias) is followed by pub
lished sources in the fields of United Methodist history, doctrine, and 
polity. The history section is the most extensive, and lists titles covering 
a wide range of topics, including ecumenism, higher education, 
racial/ ethnic groups, missions, and worship. The sections on doctrine and 
polity include the most current scholarship and denominational 
handbooks. 

Four other sections help make this bibliography virtually indispen
sable. Rowe devotes a section to periodicals, listing those published by 
United Methodist general agencies, caucuses and special interest groups, 
seminaries, and the world Methodist community. I know of no other 
source that lists all of these publications. Another section, video resources, 
could easily be overlooked by a bibliographer but is a very helpful com
pilation of available titles. Third, the "Basic Library for Students" sug
gests some thirty books, periodicals, and reference tools that should be 
in every United Methodist's library. Finally, the bibliography includes a 
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list of publishers and sources for out-of-print materials. The bibliography 
also has an author /title index. In addition, it is worth noting that Basic 
Bibliographies is very reasonably priced, not the least of the many virtues 
of this compact, user-friendly, and essential volume. 

At $49.50, by contrast, Holiness Manuscripts is a significant finan
cial investment, but for those whose field is Holiness studies, a wise one. 
Kostlevy surveyed more than 150 repositories in the United States and 
Canada. They range from the Library of Congress and the New York 
Public Library to the Circleville (Ohio) Bible College Library and the 
Deaconess Home in Oklahoma City. The list of repositories alone is an 
important resource. 

The collection descriptions are modeled after the National Union 
Catalog of Manuscript Collections, with brief scope and content notes. 
There are over 1200 entries, individually numbered and arranged by 
geographical location. An excellent index identifies all the entries for a 
particular topic, person, church, or organization. 

Kostlevy has cast his net widely, and the result is a guide to the 
Holiness Movement that reflects its origins, growth, strength, and in
fluence. All the names one would expect are included, but so are those 
unfamiliar, fascinating figures who help bring history to life. Here are 
Jonathan Blanchard, president of Wheaton College and founder of the 
National Christian Association; and Susie Teresa Forrest Swift, Roman 
Catholic nun and Salvation Army officer. Looking for a research topic? 
There are entries for the agencies of the Nazarene Church and the Douglas 
(MA) Camp Meeting; Gospel Workers Church (Canada) and Lucy Webb 
Hayes; missionary J. Wascom Pickett and Booth Memorial Hospital 
(Boston). United Methodists will note the inclusion of such figures as Frank 
Mason North, Bishop Matthew Simpson, Frances Willard, and Nathan 
Bangs. 

From the Prohibition Party to the Keswick Movement, from local 
church records to the papers of colleges, missions, and denominational 
bodies, Kostlevy has given the scholarly community an invaluable reference 
tool. .And if that were not enough, the volum.e is enhanced by a superb 
historiographical essay that serves as a very effective introduction to the 
complexities of the Holiness Movement. 

SUSAN E. WARRICK 

Madison, New Jersey 

George P. Clark, ed., Into the Old Northwest: Journeys with Charles H. 
Titus, 1841-1846. East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 
1994. 194 pp. $27.95. 

Editor George P. Clark introduces us to Charles H. Titus, an 
"obscure" (according to the book jacket) nineteenth-century Methodist 
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teacher and clergyman. Those of us familiar with conference journals have 
always suspected that names of "obscure" clergy are just the first clue to 
some great stories. Titus' extant journals and letters confirm that suspi
cion. Clark has enhanced the originals with an autobiographical introduc
tion of Titus, excellent notes, photographs, a bibliography, and an index. 

Titus set off from Portland, ME, in 1841 with his future wife, Mar
tha Dunn, and her sister and brother-in-law, William C. and Harriet Lar
rabee. They traveled to Greencastle, Indiana, where William Larrabee was 
to teach at Indiana Asbury University (DePauw). Titus taught at the 
Preparatory School of Indiana Asbury while attending the university 
himself. He and Martha married in 1842. Before returning to Maine and 
life as a Methodist Episcopal preacher, Titus traveled across Indiana, 
northwest Ohio, southeast Michigan, through Lake Huron, Lake Superior, 
a portion of what would become Minnesota, down the Mississippi River 
to St. Louis, across Illinois, and back to Indiana. He accompanied Ed
ward R. Ames, a Methodist preacher and friend. Titus had no purpose 
other than curiosity in making the journey. 

In his journal, this early tourist describes what he saw, who he met, 
and what he thought of both, usually in a cheerful fashion. We find out 
what it was like to ride a canal boat, " ... not very disagreeable for a 
short time," and to sleep in a canal boat, "The odor of the cabin was 
decidedly unpleasant ... we conclud·ed to pack ourselves away upon the 
little shelves, that had been prepared for us ... Br. A's Shelf was im
mediately above mine, the space between but little more than one foot." 
Titus meets U.S. presidential hopeful Lewis Cass, who he vows to sup
port. He mentions several Methodist clergy and missionaries, such as Mrs. 
Frederick Ayers, " ... she was so much engaged in christianizing & 
enlightening the passengers generally, that she had no time left to take 
[care] of her children, who needed, as we all declared, missionary labors 
almost as much as the Indians." Titus wonders about the worth of those 
labors with the Indians and invariably notes what he perceived to be their 
small fruits. 

Titus exhibits depressingly familiar opinions of the worth of the In
dians themselves and shows no particular interest in learning their ways. 
He holds similar uncomplimentary opinions toward the French voyageurs, 
even the two who row him across Lake Superior in a canoe, at one point 
rowing almost nonstop for 24 hours because of a pending storm. One 
wonders if he realized his odds of survival were the canoe to overturn in 
those waters. 

Sadly, the existing journal ends just as the party is portaging from 
Lake Superior to the Mississippi, so we cannot appreciate fully the sense 
of traveling from the European American settled area of Indiana to the 
sparsely inhabited Ojibway upper Mississippi and back again. 

The book continues with a much briefer account of Titus' trip from 
Maine to Washington, DC, 1843-44, and a "Narrative of a Winter's 
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Journey, 1846," when the family was called across Maine to his mother
in-law's deathbed. Finally, Clark includes two letters, apparently the only 
ones in existence, written by Titus to his wife in 1843. 

Titus' journal is a welcome addition to the travel literature of the 
mid-19th century and especially welcome to readers of this publication 
for its comments related to Methodist people and projects. 

THELMA BALLINGER BOEDER 

St. Paul, Minnesota 

Arthur W. Wainwright, ed., in collaboration with Don E. Saliers, 
Wesley!Langshaw Correspondence: Charles Wesley, his sons, and the Lan
caster Organists. No. 1 Emory Texts and Studies in Ecclesial Life, Emory 
University, 1993. 91 pp. $11.95. 

Emory University is to be congratulated in launching a series of edited 
texts of papers held by its libraries in the field of religion and theology. 
This edition of thirty-three letters with full and extensive footnotes sup
plied by Professors Wainwright and Saliers, casts light on the changing 

_ circumstances of the Wesley family in the late 18th century. The twenty
four letters of Charles senior and three of John Langshaw, the recipient 
of most of the letters, organist of Lancaster Parish Church who sent his 
son Jack for tuition to the Wesley household in London, are written in 
the period 1778-1784. They portray Charles Wesley as a family man, 
hospitable in his home, anxious for his family's welfare, increasingly in
volved in high society, and disenchanted with his brother John's 'innova
tions.' John Fletcher's warning to him of the dangers of 'music, children 
and poetry,' despite his protests, are amply evidenced in the widening gulf 
with Methodism and his preferred primary allegiance to the Church of 
England where 'real Christians' were to be found. 

For musicologists, there are plenty of references to the music life of 
the capital city through the interest of the father in Charles junior and 
the latter's own letters from the later period, 1822-1827, as well as hints 
of the place of music within the life of the Church in the provinces. These 
may help to evaluate this more neglected of the Wesley musical proteges. 

The publication of these letters will be welcomed as a~luxury not often .... 
afforded such smaller and more specialist collections and will be particular-
ly useful for overseas scholars. It is hoped that it may prove an encourage
ment to other institutions to engage in similar projects to make larger and 
more interesting collections of letters of British Methodists of the period 
1780-1840 available. 

TIM MACQUIBAN 

Oxford, England 



MINUTES 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

ANNUAL MEETING - 1994 
XAVIER CENTER, CONVENT STATION, NEW JERSEY 

AUGUST 15, 1994 

THE ANNUAL MEETING of the HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH (HSUMC) was held on Monday, August 15, 1994 at 
3:30p.m. in the large conference room at Xavier Center, Convent Station, New 
Jersey with C. Faith Richardson, President, presiding. 

OFFICERS WERE INTRODUCED BY Richardson. 

PRAYER was led by Mark Conard, Vice President, remembering especially the 
late Albea Godbold, honorary life member of the HSUMC. 

ATTENDANCE WAS REGISTERED. See the Addendum at the end of these 
MINUTES. 

MOVED, SECONDED, APPROVED: THAT the MINUTES of the 1993 An
nual Meeting held April 24, 1993 at Highland Park United Methodist Church, 
Dallas, Texas, be approved as printed in METHODIST HISTORY, Volume 
XXXII, Number 3, April 1994, Page 206 ff. 

THE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE is working, preparing proposals for the 1996 
General Conference. They are in correspondence with the Executive Committee 
of the General Commission on Archives and History (GCAH), the GCAH's 
legislative committee, in order to coordinate efforts. This committee will report 
to the 1995 annual meeting for action on their proposals. They seek suggestions 
from members for changes in THE BOOK OF DISCIPLINE. Members of the 
Committee are: William B. Lawrence, Chair, 4416 Valley Gorge Road, Durham, 
NC; Ted Agnew, 1216 North Lincoln, Stillwater, OK; William T. Cherry, 152 
Dartmoth Drive, Lancaster, PA; Richard A. O'Neil, Post Office Box 127, 
Shullsburg, WI; and Jean Stevenson Reis, 9310 42nd Avenue N.E., Seattle, WA. 

THE TREASURER'S REPORT was presented by Thelma Boeder, Treasurer. The 
1993 statement showed a beginning balance of $13,319.67, income of $13,514.97 
and expenses of $18,949.21 resulting in a balance on December 31, 1993 of 
$7,885.43. The statement for 1994 from January 1 to July 31 showed a beginning 
balance of $7,885.43, income of $5,852.32 and expenses of $5,851.77 resulting 
in a balance of $7,885 .98. She indicated that the HSUMC pays only the travel 
expenses and only for the members of the Board of Directors (BOARD). 

THE BUDGET AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD was presented. In order 
to meet the expected expenditures the BOARD has raised the membership dues 
effective January 1, 1995. Individual memberships will be $22 per year with the 
option of a two year membership for $40. Family memberships will be $27 per 
year with the option of a two year membership for $50. Institutions' dues will 
be $32 per year with the option of a two year membership for $60. 
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MOVED, SECONDED, APPROVED: THAT the Budget for 1995 be approved. 

ANTICIPATED EXPENDITURES 
Sections. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 800.00 
Annual Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,500.00 
METHODIST HISTORY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,200.00 
HISTORIAN-'S DIGEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,000.00 
Program/ Administration........................ 960.00 

Total Anticipated Expenditures .................. $15,460.00 

ANTICIPATED INCOME (based on the new rates, less $100 to ac
commodate reduced rate memberships) 

Memberships ....................... :-......... . 
Gifts ........................................ . 
Interest ...................................... . 

$15 '3 7,6. 00 
20.00 
64.00 

Total Anticipated Income ....................... , $15,460.00 

REVISIONS IN THE BYLAWS OF THE HSUMC were considered. The pro
posed revisions were printed in HISTORIAN'S DIGEST, Volume XXXIV, Number 
1, Spring 1994, Page 5ff. This publication meets the requirement of the present 
BYLAWS, Article XIII, Section 1, "These bylaws may be amended at any meeting 
of the Society provided that written notice of amendments is given to all members 
at least three months in advance." 

a Article I and Article II- No changes. 

Article III, Section 2, Line 2: 
MOVED, SECONDED, APPROVED: THAT "receipt" be deleted and "pro

cessing" be inserted in place thereof. 

Article IV, Section 4, Line 1: 
MOVED, SECONDED, APPROVED: THAT "archival center" be deleted 

and "Archives and History Center of the United Methodist Church" be 
inserted in place thereof. 

Article V -No changes. 

Article VI, Section 1, Line 4: 
Discussed was the retention of consecutive. No action. 
Editorial: The letter "s" dropped from "places," so it reads "place." 
Note was made that Sections 3, 4, 5 and 6 are new to the BYLAWS. 

Article VII-No changes. 

Article VIII, Section 1, Line 4 and Section 3, Line 1: · \ 
Editorial: The letter "r" is dropped from "officers" so it reads in both cases 

"offices." 

Article IX- No changes. 

Article X, Section 2: 
MOVED, SECONDED, APPROVED: THAT "periodical" be deleted. 

Article XI, Section 2, Line 3: 
Editorial: Separate "thesame" to read "the same." 
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Article XII- No changes. 

Article XIII, Section 2, Line 2 and Line 4: 
MOVED, SECONDED, APPROVED: THAT "amended" be deleted at its 

first location and "revised" be inserted in its place. 
THAT, "as amended," be deleted. THAT in Line 4 "to proposed amend
ments be deleted." 

Article XIII, Section 2 now reads, "Any proposed amendment that has received 
the required written notice may itself be revised and voted upon by the 
Society at the meeting at which the original proposed amendment was 
presented without further written notice requirement. Revisions that are 
declared non-germane by the presiding officer and/ or the body would 
be subject to the written notice requirement." 

MOVED, SECONDED, APPROVED: THAT the revision of the BYLAWS as 
perfected be approved. 

APPROVAL WAS UNANIMOUS, thus meeting the two-thirds requirement. 

THE REPORT FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS was given by Charles Fin
ney, Secretary. The Board had met on Saturday, August 13, 1994. The BOARD 
is made up of the four officers, the four section representatives, a representative 
from the GCAH, the General Secretary of the GCAH, the Editor of HISTORIANS 
Digest and two members at-large. A number of committees have been named with 
others anticipated. The Investment Committee: Boeder, Chair; Jarrett Gray, Jr.; 
and Janet Engle. The Promotion Committee: Conard, Chair; Patricia Thomp
son; and Richard O'Neil. The Committee on Honorary Life Membership: Bradley 
Sue Howell, Chair; James Morris; Gray; Marion Bean; and Nancy Fadeley. The 
Legislative Committee had been named previously. See the list on page l, 1 6, 
these MINUTES. To be named at the 1995 annual meeting will be a Nominations 
Committee. 

THE RE-ELECTION OF Robert W. Sledge as Editor of HISTORIAN'S DIGEST 
was reported. 

THE CONFERENCES AND HISTORICAL SOCIETIES SECTION reported 
through its Chair, Thompson. They brought three recommendations. (1) The Sec
tion recommends that the functions of the sections and the frequency and nature 
of meetings of the HSUMC be reviewed by the BOARD. (2) The Section recom
mends that the BOARD give consideration to undertaking a publications program, 
including reprints of significant Methodist publications, occasional papers and other 
publications. (3) The Section recommends the encouragement of Commissions and 
Historical Societies which have newsletters to put the Editor of HISTORIAN'S 
DIGEST, Sledge, on their mailing list. 

THE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH SECTION reported through its Chair, 
Gray. A special session of the Section is planned for this November to meet at 
the time of and site of the American Academy of Religion in Chicago. The Sec
tion is actively engaged in the recruitment of additional members through letters 
to the seminaries. 

THE GENEALOGY SECT! ON reported through its Chair, Fern Christensen. They 
had presented a program on Asian and African genealogy. Results were shared 
from two questionnaires sent to conference archivists. They received answers from 
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60 of the 70 conferences, a very good response. The survey was to enlighten the 
Section on the archival holdings of each of the conferences. 

THE LOCAL CHURCH SECTION reported through its Chair, Gary Ferrell. Ways 
to encourage participation of Local Church Historians in Section meetings was 
discussed. Some suggestions included tours of interesting places nearby and wor
shipping at a local church with a tour of its history room. In response to action 
at the 1993 Section meeting, sixteen seminaries had been contacted regarding the 
importance of the pastor's role in preserving local church history and the necessi
ty of stressing this in the Church Administration and Polity classes. Two schools 
have given a very positive response. A resource packet for local church historians 
is being put together. This will include information from beyond the confines of 
the United Methodist Church. Information regarding this packet will be made 
available through HISTORIAN'S DIGEST. A nominations committee is in place. 
The Section will not provide separate programs for the 1995 meeting but will utilize 
workshops which are a part of the Historical Convocation which address local 
church history needs. 

A SUGGESTION WAS MADE that the Legislation Committee examine THE 
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE with regard to local church record keeping. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS WERE MADE BY CONARD of the plans for future 
meetings of the HSUMC. Next year the meeting will be held in conjunction with 
the Third United Methodist Historical Convocation sponsored by the GCAH. This 

- will be held at St. Simons Island, Georgia, August 25 to 28. Major papers will 
be on the theme, "United Methodism and Its Culture," papers being generated 
through a Lily Foundation Grant. 

DISCUSSIONS ARE UNDERWAY directed toward the possibility that the 1996 
meeting would be in Dayton, Ohio, in cooperation with United Seminary and the 
Center for Evangelical United Brethren (EUB) Studies in order to celebrate the 
fiftieth anniversary of the formation of the EUB Church. This meeting could be 
in the fall, possibly October. 

BOSTON HAS BEEN SUGGESTED as a possible site for the 1997 meeting in 
order to celebrate the ministry of Anna Howard Shaw, observing the !50th an
niversary of her birth. 

SUGGESTIONS ARE SOUGHT FOR OTHER FUTURE dates, 1998, 1999 
(Fourth Historical Convocation) and 2000. 

THE WORK OF THE GCAH WAS REPORTED by the General Secretary, 
Charles Yrigoyen. Dale Patterson, the new Archivist and RecordB Administrator, 
brings a whole new perspective to that departmentr- with major changes impend
ing which will facilitate the effectiveness of the Archives. 

NOW IS THE TIME TO BEGIN budget projections, looking toward the 1996 
meeting of General Conference. It is necessary that funds be found apart from 
those budgeted through the general church. Many suggestions are contained in 
the packet developed by the GCAH, "Opportunities to Remember Our Heritage." 

THE GENERAL SECRETARY was commended for his work and the positive 
image that the GCAH has in the general church because of his leadership. 
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RICHARDSON SUGGESTED DRAFTING a communication from the HSUMC 
to General Conference delegates emphasizing the importance of the archival pro
gram of the United Methodist Church. 

MOVED, SECONDED, APPROVED: THAT the four officers of the HSUMC 
draft such a proposal for submission to the membership at St. Simons Island. 

THE GCAH WAS COMMENDED for the work it does. 

THE HSUMC-SPONSORED HERITAGE TOUR TO BRITAIN was promoted, 
explaining that up to two bus loads of 40 persons each can be accommodated. 
It is possible for participants to arrive before the schedule begins or to stay beyond 
its conclusion. Assistance is available from John Vickers, a participant in this 
meeting, and from others of the Wesleyan Historical Society. 

MEMBERSHIP IN THE HSUMC was promoted by Boeder. It is the responsibility 
of each member to recruit more. Richardson also expressed her concern for 
membership growth and how the image, the prestige, of the HSUMC can be im
proved. Suggestions are requested for increase in membership and for improving 
attendance at the annual meetings. 

MOVED, SECONDED, APPROVED: THAT the HSUMC be adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Charles Finney, 
Secretary 




