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Frederick E. Maser, Seven Sisters in Search of Love. Rutland, Vermont:
Academy Books, 1988. 119 pp. $9.95.
In Seven Sisters in Search ofLove Frederick Maser has written a captivating account of the Wesley family. He found it replete with "all the
different kinds of frustrations, heartaches, poverty, despair, happiness,
triumphs and defeats characteristic of the television soap operas today."
It is a great story of a great family and it is beautifully told. It is wTitten
without the customary haloes so that we meet very human people. The
principal recreational activities of the Wesley's lNere card-playing, dancing, and reading. That is the first time this reviewer has read anything that
made him feel comfortable with the Wesleys. It is the author's contention
that, while the family was remarkable in many ways, the one thing it lacked
was love. That is a difficult thesis to defend, but, by the record, if love
was there, it came second after law as principle was preferred above persons again and again. The story of the fourth daughter, Methetebel (Hetty),
beautiful, gifted and bereft of love, is as sad a story as can be told. In
the epilogue, Dr. Maser reminds us that Christianity centers upon love
and the willingness to forgive. Piety and obedience were there in full proportion but the two centralities were missing. Seven Sisters in Search oj
Love touches the emotions and educates both the mind and the heart. This
book ought to be read in every United Methodist parsonage.
B. WARMAN
Friendship, MD

JOHN

Ellen Weiss, City in the Woods; The Life and Design ofan A lnericaJI Ca/np
Meeting on Martha's Vineyard. New York: Oxford University Press, 1987),
167 pp.
Wesleyan Grove on Martha's Vineyard is one of the most well-kno\vn
Methodist camp meetings. Its story, along \\lith that of its neighbor, the
community of Oak Bluffs, is told here by an architectural historian, \\rho
provides a fascinating perspective from which to vie\v the history of this
19th century phenomenon.
Wesleyan Grove was founded in 1835, and by the 1860s had gro\vn
from a group of large tents to a town of cottages arranged in
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neighborhoods and marked by their fanciful, distinctive building styles.
The small gingerbread cottages were clustered close together under the
trees, fostering a communal spirit that was an antidote to the perceived
individualism and isolation of the Victorian age. Weary urban Methodists
found at Wesleyan Grove an almost utopian respite from their cares, while
historians see in its romantic atmosphere a reflection of Methodism's emphasis on a religion of the heart.
Weiss also discusses Oak Bluffs, one of the earliest planned subdivisions, built next to the camp meeting in the late 1860s. Oak Bluffs was
consciously modelled after Wesleyan Grove's physical design, and imbibed
much of its spirit as well. The author uses Oak Bluffs as an example of
how Wesleyan Grove and other similarly designed camp meetings influenced later planned communities, providing "the sense of otherworldly
dislocation necessary for religious experience, and thereby creat(ing) a form
that was almost the American romantic suburb as it would later develop."
The volume includes a number of photographs and architectural drawings, as well as footnotes, a bibliographic essay, a bibliography, and an
index. The reader without any background in architectural history will
occasionally stumble over terminology, but by and large the author clearly
explains what she means. Anyone interested in the social history and ethos
of the 19th century camp meeting will value Weiss' contribution to the
literature.
SUSAN

M.

ELTSCHER

Madison, NJ
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Kingswood Books
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The Unpublished Poetry
of Charles Wesley, Volume 1

Mirror and Memory:
Reflections on Early Methodism
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A Becker1egge

by Richard P. Heitzenrater
This book contains eleven essays by Heitzenrater on
various topics in Wesley and Methodist studies.
Some have been previously published, some were
originally presented as lectures or addresses, and
some are newly written for this volume. Each
contributes to a reevaluation of early Methodist
history. Most are based on Heitzenrater's
discoveries of primary source materials that add new
evidence to the consideration of basic issues of
historical interpretation.
RICHARD P. HEITZENRATER is Albert C. Outler
Professor of Wesley Studies at the Perkins School of
Theology, Southern Methodist University.
Available in March, 1989. $12.95, paper,
ISBN 0-687-27069-3

Edited by S T Kimbrough, Jr. and Oliver A.
Beckerlegge
Charles Wesley was a prolific writer of hymns and
sacred poems, composing over 9,000 during his
lifetime, of which more than 1,300 have never-until
now-been published. The three volumes of The
Unpublished Poetry of Charles Wesley will make
these hymns and poems available for the first time,
and so will provide an invaluable resource to
students of his life and thought and to scholars of
church history and English literature.
S T KIMBROUGH, JR. is a member of the Center of
Theological Inquiry in Princeton, N.J.
OLIVER A. BECKERLEGGE isa British Methodist
pastor and an expert hymnologist.
$15.95, paper, ISBN 0-687-43310-X

John Wesley's
Experimental Divinity:
Studies in Methodist Doctrinal Standards

The Limits of IILove Divine"
John Wesley's Response to
Antinomianism and Enthusiasm

by Robert E. Cushman
In these essays, Robert Cushman seeks to describe
John Wesley's "practical and experimental divinity"
and to discuss the reasons behind its gradual
disappearance through the course of American
Methodist history. Cushman argues that the current
lack of understanding and affirmation of this
"practical and experimental divinity" is in large
measure responsible for the doctrinal and spiritual
malaise which he sees besetting The United
Methodist Church.
ROBERT E. CUSHMAN is emeritus professor of
systematic theology and former dean at the Divinity
School, Duke University.
$14.95, paper, ISBN 0-687-20446-1

by W. Stephen Gunter
This volume provides a corrective to traditional
views of the theological development of Methodism
by describing Wesleis struggl~s with enthusiasm
and against antinornianism among his followers.
Through a careful analysis of the extensive
anti-Methodist literature of the 18th century, Gunter
shows how Wesley defended his movement against
its critics and at the same time attempted to set the
legitimate limits of the "Love Divine" which was the
heart of his gospel message.
_
W. STEPHEN GUNTER is Dean of BethanY. College
of Ministry and the Humanities at Southern
Nazarene University, Bethany, Oklahoma.
$15.95, paper, ISBN 0-687-21856-X

Available at Co.kesbury
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