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WESLEY TRIVIA
There are many fascinating facts about the Wesleys, particularly the
Wesley sisters, not known to general readers. Most of them can be found
in my new book The Story of John Wes[ey's Sisters or Seven Sisters in
Search of Love. (Editor's note: see advertisement on rear inner cover of
this issue of Methodist History.)
Examples
1. Kezia, the youngest of the Wesley sisters, used snuff much to
the horror of her brother Charles. In an attempt to break her of the habit,
he promised her an edition of Prior's Poems if she gave up the practice.
He apparently condemned the use of snuff as we might condemn the use
of marijuana. But one wonders how many young people today could be
enticed to give up a bad habit by the promise of a book of poetry.
2. One of the older Wesley sisters, Susanna, was the victim of wife
abuse. At one time her husband attempted to beat her severely.
3. Another of the Wesley sisters, "Hetty," became pregnant by her
lover. However, she married another man after her lover deserted her.
Her father drove her into a loveless marriage with another man in order
to give the baby a proper name.
4. The finest and purest soul among the Wesleys was not Charles
or John or their mother but a crippled sister named Mary or "Molly."
5. The oldest of the Wesley sisters, Emilia, read aloud so well that
John said she was the best reader of Milton he had ever heard.
6. John Lambert, the husband of one of the sisters, not only had
a high respect for the writings of Samuel Wesley, Sr., the father of the
Wesleys, but also saved many of his pamphlets which otherwise might
have been lost to posterity.
7. Samuel Wesley, Sr., once tried to drive away the ghost that for
a time haunted the Wesley rectory with the help of his teen-aged daughter,
Anne. He ordered her to blow on a trumpet in the attic.
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8. One of the members of Wesley's Holy Club-Westley Hallmade love to two of the Wesley sisters in turn and in different places. The
dramatic events events which followed are, of course, set forth in the book
The Story of John Wesley's Sisters.
9. Dr. Samuel Johnson, the great English lexicographer of the eighteenth century, had a high respect for one of Wesley's sisters. She arranged
a dinner meeting between her brother John and Dr. Johnson. John spent
two hours with Johnson who was annoyed that John did not stay longer
saying he could easily spend all day and all night, too, conversing with
Wesley.
10. Charles Wesley was never sure of the date of his own birth. He
once wrote to John for assistance in pin-pointing the date.
11. The Wesley parents never did seem sure of the exact number
of children they had. Nor is this strange when one remembers that Samuel
Annesley, Susanna's father, when asked how many children he had, would
say, "Either two dozen or twenty-five."
12. The lives of the Wesley sisters move along like a modern-day
soap opera - piling up love, frustration, jealousy, despair, triumph and
drama in a way that leaves the reader of their biographies amazed, moved
to sympathy, at times angry, but always intensely interested.

More and more facts about the Wesley family are coming to light.
It is open season for the scholar or student who wants to write about the
Wesleys.
For example: we need a scholarly, definitive biography of Samuel
Wesley, Sr. Again, far more is known about Susanna Wesley than has
ever been written in the numerous lives of Susanna. One of the best of
the recent books about her is by Rebecca Lamar Harmon who wrote an
entertaining and authoritative volume entitled Susanna, Mother of the
Wesleys. In addition, we need a scholarly solid work about Charles, not
merely about his hymns but about the man, himself. We also need a
popular life of John Wesley as well as a definitive study of the great
evangelist. However, don't overlook the modern two-volume work by one
of todays great Welsey scholars, Dr. Richard P. Heitzenrater. Itis entitled
The Elusive Mr. Wesley.
The most accurate information about John Wesley and many of his
friends and relatives can be found in the Wesley Works Project. The Project has for its goal the publication of a critical study of all of Wesley's
writings. It publishes at least one volume a year. The four volumes of
Wesley's sermons, edited by Dr. Albert Outler, which have already been
published, are probably worth the projected cost of the entire venture.
Frank Baker's work on Wesley's letters, two volumes of which have been
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published, have proved of tremendous help to all Wesley buffs and Wesley
scholars. Richard P. Heitzenrater's work on the Wesley diaries, yet to be
published, promises to provide a rich source of his life and thought. Every
Wesley student or collector of Wesleyana should purchase the volumes
as they are published. I understand that one volume is already out of print.
The wisest course is to write to the United Methodist Publishing House
in Nashville for up-to-date information.
Finally, do you know any Wesley Trivia that you might add to the
limited list in this column? I'd be pleased to have it.
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