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Smith, Timothy L., ed. Whitefield and Wesley on the New Birth. Grand
Rapids: Francis Asbury Press, 1986. 168 pp.
In this attractive and useful volume, Timothy L. Smith has assembled
ten documents from the writings of George Whitefield and John Wesley
outlining their perspectives on the doctrine of the "new birth." Four come
from Whitefield, five from Wesley, and one from the first Methodist
Annual Conference in 1744. Coverage begins with each man's account of
his own "new birth," with subsequent material drawn mostly from their
sermons. In general, the earliest English edition of the material in question is utilized. Each document is briefly introduced, and its spelling and
punctuation are unobtrusively modernized. There is a minimurn of
technical apparatus, though a brief index is included.
These selections provide the opportunity to consider Whitefield's and
Wesley's views at the same time on a subject of more than passing controversy. They give the reader- whether professional historian, interested
pastor, or curious layperson- first hand access to their developing thoughts
on the matter of regeneration, to consider the implications, and to make
comparisons. In a thoroughly documented introductory essay, "George
Whitefield and the Wesleyan Witness," Smith offers a definition of what
has marked the boundaries of evangelical Protestantism from the eighteenth century until the twentieth: "The Bible is its authority, the new birth
its hallmark, and evangelism its mission" (p. 14). He also notes that, in
a number of ways, Whitefield actually had priority in "many matters on
which he and the Wesleys agreed" (p. 25). This volume thus helps to set
straight the historical record and casts "new light on many aspects of the
younger man's thought and ministry" (Ibid.). It is thus a corrective to some
views of Whitefield and the Wesleys, and it makes a helpful addition to
historical and contemporary discussions of spiritual regeneration.
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John A. Nye. Between the Rivers: A History of Iowa United Metho_dism.
Lake Mills, Iowa: Graphic Publishing Co. for The Archives and History
Commission of Iowa Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church,
1986. 324 pp.
This history of United Methodism in the state between the Mississippi
and Missouri rivers recounts the story of "ordinary people living extraordinary lives" who planted the church "in the rich and productive soil
of Iowa" (p. xiii). The principal author is an experienced pastor who put
more than a decade of research and writing into this project. There are
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"special contributions" by three other writers, equally familiar with their
subjects.
Between the Rivers is appropriately inclusive. It contains chapters
devoted to "Ethnic Churches," "Women's Contributions," "Social Concerns," "Hospitals and Homes," "Special Ministries," "Schools and Colleges," and "Other Methodist Brethren" [sic.]. Most chapters are
backnoted, though an overall bibliography is lacking. The book is amply
supplied with charts, maps, pictures, lists, a detailed index, and comprehensive appendices. It includes a glossary of United Methodist terms and a
listing of United Methodist sites on the "National Register of Historic
Places." The endpapers depict an historical "flow chart" of the Iowa Annual Conference.
This history balances organizational history with accounts of representative individuals and local churches. The narrative contains a number
of anecdotes and personal experiences. It is written with a fairly clear sense
of larger social, historical, and cultural contexts. There is a conscious effort
not to duplicate the apparent tedium of earlier histories. Ironically, the
source of the book's title does not become evident until the poem that
comprises the "epilogue" (see p. 283). From an overall perspective,
however, the volume is readable and informative, providing a good
summary of its intended subject and serving as a useful model for other
conference, area, or state histories of United Methodism.
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In tribute and thanksgiving
for the life, thought, and ministry
of

Abingdon Press wishes to make public note of the recent
death of one of its most distinguished authors: Albert C.
Outler. Professor Outler was the world's foremost Wesleyan historian and theologian, and a beloved teacher and
preacher. In the very best sense of the words, he was a
Christian, a scholar, and a gentleman. Those of us at
Abingdon who had the pleasure and honor of working with
him during his forty-five year association with us remember him as a person of uncommon intellect, erudition, and
grace. His death is a real loss to the pastoral and academic
communities, but his contributions to the Church and
Academy live on in such works as The Works of John
Wesley, Volumes 1-4, which he edited, and in his sterling
collection of sermons, Albert Outler, The Preacher.
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Kingswood Books

An Imprint of Abingdon Press devoted to the publication of
scholarly works in all areas of Wesleyan and Methodist studies
John Wesley's Experimental Divinity

Mirror and Memory

Studies in Methodist Doctrinal
Standards
by Robert E. Cushman

Reflections on Early Methodism
by Richard P. Heitzenrater

In these essays, Robert Cushman seeks to
describe John Wesley's 11practical and experimental divinity'' and to discuss the reasons behind its gradual disappearance
through the course of American Methodist
history. Cushman argues that the current
lack of understanding and affirmation of this
~~practical and experimental divinity" is in
large measure responsible for the doctrinal
and spiritual malaise which he sees besetting
The United Methodist Church.
ROBERT E. CUSHMAN is emeritus professor of systematic theology and former dean
at the Divinity School, Duke University.
$14.95, paper, ZJl-204461

The Unpublished Poetry of
Charles Wesley, Volume 1
Edited by S T Kimbrough, Jr. and
Oliver A. Beckerlegge
Charles Wesley was a prolific writer ofhymns
and sacred poems, composing over 9,000 during his lifetime, of which more than 1,300
have never-until now-been published. The
three volumes of The Unpublished Poetry
of Charles Wesley will make these hymns
and poems available for the first time, and
will provide an invaluable resource to students ofhis life and thought and to scholars of
church history and English literature.
S T KIMBROUGH, JR. is a member of the
Center of Theological Inquiry in Princeton,
.
N.J.
OLIVER A. BECKERLEGGE is a British
Methodist pastor and an expert hymnologist.
$15.95, paper, ZJ1-43310X
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This book contains eleven essays by Heitzenrater on various topics in Wesley and
Methodist studies. Some have been previously published, some were originally presented
as lectures or addresses, and some are newly
written for this volume. Each contributes to a
reevaluation of early Methodist history. Most
are based on Heitzenrater's discoveries of
primary source materials that add new evidence to the consideration of basic issues of
historical interpretation.
RICHARD P. HEITZENRATER is Albert
C. Outler Professor of Wesley Studies at the
Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University. He is General Editor of The
Works of John Wesley project, for which he
edited Volume 18, and is the author of The
Elusive Mr. Wesley (Volumes 1 and 2), published by Abingdon Press.
$12.95, paper, ZJ1-270693

The Limits of uLove Divine"
John Wesley's Response
to Antinomianism and Enthusiasm
by W. Stephen Gunter
This volume provides a corrective to traditional views of the theological development of
Methodism by describing Wesley's struggles
with enthusiasm and against antinomianism
among his followers. Through a careful analysis of the extensive anti-Methodist literature of the 18th century, Gunter shows how
Wesley defended his movement against its
critics and at the same time attempted to set
the legitimate limits of the ~~Love Divine"
which was the heart of his gospel message.
W. STEPHEN GUNTER is Dean of Bethany
College of Ministry and the Humanities at
Southern Nazarene University, Bethany,
Oklahoma.
$15.95, paper, ZJ1-·21856-X

Order from your bookstore, which may call toll free 1-800-251-3320.
Individual customers call toll free 1-800-672-1789

