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Editor’s Letter by Wm. C. Hardt
The Annual Meeting of the TUMHS is only weeks away, and the program committee has
done a marvelous job. We are all looking forward to a feast of fellowship, inspiration,
and learning. Registration details appear later in this newsletter.
The host church is Marvin UMC in Tyler, named for Bishop Enoch M. Marvin (18231877). The tradition of naming churches and children after bishops is one of the oldest
in Texas Methodism. Beverly Waugh, the bishop who organized the Texas Conference
in 1840, was honored almost immediately (1841) with Waugh Campground in Burleson
County. Littleton Fowler named his son Littleton Morris Fowler for Bishop Thomas
Asbury Morris. Bishop Seth Ward had both a college in Plainview and a church in
Austin named for him. Besides Marvin, the Texas Conference has churches named for
Bishops Asbury(3), Mallalieu (2), Norris, Jones, Soule, McCabe, and Smith. Bishops
Wiley and McMurry are honored in university names.
Our family physician in my youth was named for Bishop Eugene Hendrix, and several
Texas preachers have proudly answered to Mouzon in honor of Bishop Edwin Mouzon.
Bishops Marvin and Mouzon appear to have been the most beloved bishops in the eras in
which they lived. Enoch Marvin did not serve the church in Tyler bears his name.
During the Civil War he served Marshall where he is honored in stained glass. Tyler
Methodists did not name their church for him until 14 years after his death. That
bespeaks a continuing affection.
When we name our children, churches, or universities we create identity and reveal much
about what we value. Enoch Marvin, as we will learn, possessed values worthy of
emulation. His career was most closely associated with missions. It is reported that once
he preached for an entire week on the text, “Go ye into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature.” His To the East by Way of the West is a detailed description of
an eleven-month trip around the world. Among our other reasons to be proud of
Bishop Marvin is his ordination of Alejo Hernandez, the first Mexican-American to be
ordained a Methodist preacher. Marvin was also closely associated with the Oklahoma
Indian Mission Conference, one of the TUMHS constituent conferences.
In addition to our names we also find identity in our heritage. The Annual Meeting is a
great opportunity to deepen our understanding of both our individual identities and our
common identity as a “People Called Methodist.” Hope to see you in Tyler.

News From Bridwell Library
Many thanks to Tim Binkley of Bridwell
Library, Perkins School of Theology for
keeping us informed of new exhibits in the
Elizabeth Perkins Prothro Galley. The
latest exhibit is The First Four Centuries
of Printed Bible Illustration. The exhibit
consists of fifty bibles from the fifteenth
through the nineteenth century which are
exemplars of woodcuts, engravings, and
printed illustrations. The exhibit is free,
and runs through May 18. It may be
toured virtually at
http://www.smu.edu/Bridwell/Collections/
SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Exhibition
s/First4CenturiesIllustratedBible

http://www.unitedmethodistreporter.com/2
013/01/celebrating-lon-morris-college-asermon-on-isaiah-51-1-3/
You will be happy to learn that as Lon
Morris physical assets are being
transferred to new owners, plans are being
made for the preservation of historical
objects. A group of retired UM ministers
who live in Jacksonville and the staff of
Jacksonville FUMC are collecting and
preserving many artifacts and photographs.
An agreement has been reached with a
Jacksonville museum to care for and
display some of the artifacts. The Texas
Conference Archivist has managed to save
a large collection of yearbooks.

There is also an exhibit of catechisms in
the Bridwell Entry Hall through May 10.
It is also available virtually at
http://www.smu.edu/Bridwell/Collections/
SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Exhibition
s/Catechisms

News from Lon Morris
College
The bankruptcy of Lon Morris College in
Jacksonville continues to occupy the
attention of historically-minded
Methodists. There was a ceremony on
January 26 in which ex-students and other
constituents were invited to come and
reflect on the legacy.

The Reverends Barbara Hugghins and Joel
McMahon with Lon Morris College Yearbooks.

Our TUMHS good friend, the Rev. Dr. Ted
Campbell of Perkins School of Theology
preached a sermon that wove together
threads of personal, institutional, and
church history with such wonderful skill
that I thought it deserved wide distribution.
The text of Dr. Campbell’s sermon may be
accessed through the UM Reporter site,

The Reverends Jack Albright and Sam Hopkins
with trophies and plaques.
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step but did not reach the level of the first floor.
I have looked at the blog written by the pastor
of John Street Church in lower Manhattan and
it appears that they had no damage either and
no lose of their historical items.

Archivist Request
The TUMHS Archives are located at
Bridwell Library, Perkins School of
Theology. Jean Traster is the archivist.
She has asked me to insert the following
notice:

You have seen the photos and the news
reports. So many are struggling. Our
inconveniences have been minor. We are
grateful but grieve for those who have lost so
much.
Bob

"To all concerned, former officers
and members: Please bring any
newspaper items, pictures, records of
past annual meetings, executive
meetings, business sessions of the
TUMHS to the meeting in Tyler. The
records will be organized and filed at
Bridwell Library in Dallas, official
archives site of the TUMHS."

I have since talked to Dale Patterson who
reports that the Drew University campus
lost some trees, but no other damage. He
also told me that Drew allowed students to
stay in the dorms over the winter break.
Such disasters remind us that all of us who
live in hurricane zones should have
disaster plans for our archives in place.

GCAH News

We are truly thankful for the many acts of
generosity and courage displayed during
the hurricane.

The Archives of the United Methodist
Church are located at Drew University in
Madison, New Jersey. Last fall as
Hurricane Sandy was wreaking such
destruction on the New Jersey and New
York coastal regions, I know many of us
were thinking about the Archives at Drew.

Ordination Certificate
Here is an image of an ordination
certificate signed by Bishop Marvin. The
original will be on display at the annual
meeting.

Dr. Robert Williams, General Secretary of
the GCAH, sent the following reassurance
after the hurricane.
Dear Friends:
This is our first day back to work at the
General Commission on Archives and History
after a week out of the office due to Sandy.
Drew had no power and was shut down for the
week. Classes have resumed and we are
back, trying to catch up. We have found no
damage to the archives or to the library
collection, i.e., wind, water, or structural. None
of the staff have damage to their homes but
two are still without power. Our home at the
Jersey shore (Ocean City) was not damaged
at all even though at high tides it was
surrounded by water and it came over our first

3

Dr. Marty Dunbar and Rev. Richard
Seaton

2013 ANNUAL MEETING
Friday, March 15
8:45
Assemble in Elm Street Parking Lot

Texas United Methodist Historical Society
Meeting at Marvin UMC
300 W. Erwin St.
Tyler, Texas
March 14-16

9:00-4:00
Tour Oakwood Cemetery,
St. Paul’s UMC, Earl’s Chapel UMC,
Jacksonville FUMC
Snack and lunch

Saturday, March 16
8:30-9:00
Music - Marvin
Contemporary Band
Devotion - Rev. Barbara Hugghins
9:00-9:45
What’s A Girl To Do? Missionary
Decision
Wm. C. Hardt
9:45-10:15

Thursday, March 14
Noon-1:00

Registration

1:00-2:15

Welcoming and inspiration

10:15-Noon
Business Meeting

Break
TUMHS
Awards

Garry Nall, President TUMHS
John Robbins, Senior Pastor
Sandra Smith, District Superintendent

2:15-3:30 History and Tour of Marvin
UMC

Break
3:30-4:30
Tour of Marvin Chapel and
Herd Worship Center

Program committee members Sally Betts and Mary
Hammond welcome TUMHS Annual Meeting to
Marvin!

6:30
Banquet
An Evening with Bishop Marvin
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Membership/Registration Information
The good works of the TUMHS including the Warnick Award, the Walter Vernon Student
Essay Award, the Annual Meeting, the publication of the Heritage Journal, and lifting up
the UM heritage depend upon the dues and gifts of its members. Your dues and gifts are
used exclusively for these programs. We pay no rent, utilities, or insurance. Board
members are not reimbursed for travel expenses. The membership benefits are a real
bargain. The Heritage Journal alone is worth the $20 annual dues. Please send your dues
and gifts to the address below.
Name(s)_______________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________
Email___________________________telephone___________________________

Annual Meeting Registration
$50__________
Thur. Banquet compliments of Marvin, reservations required________________
Fri. tour I plan to ride the van. Yes or no?
___________
Fri. lunch at St. Paul’s UMC
$10_________
Sat. box lunch to go, compliments of Marvin, reservations required
_________
Annual dues
$20________
(If you wish, you may join at the lifetime dues rate of $300)
Total

__________

Please print this page and mail with a check to

Stewart Caffey
5426 89th Street
Lubbock, Texas 79424
by February 28.
ACCOMODATIONS
Registrants are responsible for making their own room reservations.
A block of rooms is being held until February 27th at Comfort Suites, Tyler. When making
reservations, mention you are attending the United Methodist Historical Society meeting to
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receive the special rate: Comfort Suites offers a full hot breakfast and USA Today newspaper.
They do not provide shuttle service to the church.
Comforts Suites
303 E. Rieck Road
903-534-0999

1 King Bed-$80/night
2 Queen Beds-$85/night

If you make your own housing arrangements, you should be aware that the Azalea Trail
will also be bringing visitors to Tyler this week. Make your reservations early.
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