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'IMPROVEMENT IN METHODIST MINISTERIAL EDUCATION
AT THE END OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY l
L.

DALE PATTERSON

Methodism in nineteenth century America took a unique approach
toward ministerial education. Adapting the apprentice system to its
ministerial educational needs, early Methodists developed an approach, in
lieu of seminary, which was based on a reading of selected texts and a
battery of examinations. This process was called the course of study. The
graduate of the four year course became an ordained minister within the
denomination. Scholarly attention has been paid to the growth and
development of Methodist seminary education, but scant notice has been
given to the other form of theological education with which more
ministerial candidates came into contact than with seminary; the course of
study.
Even though the course of study had been introduced to American
Methodism -in 1816 and radically altered in 1844, it was not until the 1880s
that it began to be treated as more than a Hright-of-passage" into the
ministry and came to be understood as serious preparation both by the
ministerial candidate and the annual conference. In the Methodist
Episcopal Church Bishop John Vincent was a key figure in this change and
Jesse Cuninggim was especially important for the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South.
In the December 13, 1888 issue of the New York edition of the Christian Advocate a very small announcement appeared in the back pages of
the paper which would lead to significant changes in the course of study.
The Itinerants' Club will hold a spring session in April, 1889, in Lexington, Ky. The
entire four years' course of Conference study will be reviewed in lectures and classexercises and conversations. 2

The announcement was from the pen of a person who had already become
involved in church education, the newly elected bishop, John I-i. Vincent.
Bishop Vincent is better known for his work with the Chautauqua Sunday
School movement. What is not as well known is that as instigator of the
Itinerants' Clubs he altered the education of thousands in the course of
study.
IThis paper is based in part on my dissertation, «The Ministerial Mind of American
Methodism: The Courses of Study for the Ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church, The
Methodist Episcopal Church, South and the Methodist Protestant Church: 1880-1920."
(Ph.D., Drew University, 1984).
2«A New Departure," Christian Advocate (New York), December 13, 1888, p. 824.
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The man behind the birth of the Itinerants' Clubs had always been interested in religious education. Vincent was born in 1832 in Tuscaloosa,
Alabama. In 1837 the family moved to Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. Vincent
did have some secondary education but was largely self-educated. He
never attended college or seminary. Vincent became a local preacher in
1850. He then moved into the itinerating ministry and in 1857, after completing the course of study, was ordained an elder.
Vincent was best known for his work in the Chautauqua Sunday
School movement. He has been called one of the most important
theological education theorists between Horace Bushnell and George
Coe. 3 Yet, just as important, though unnoticed, was his concern to reform
and upgrade the course of study and its examination procedures. The
Itinerants' Clubs were never as institutionalized as the Chautauqua Movement was, but the impetus for reform and serious attention to the courses
can be dated from Vincent's work.
Vincent was elected bishop in 1888 and lost no time in starting his
reform movement. The idea must have already been formed and becoming
bishop gave him the authority and power to act. By the end of 1888 he had
sent out his call for the first Itinerants' Club. 4
Prior to this period the course was administered haphazardly. Usually
the exams were oral. Often those who attended seminary were frustrated
that they also had to take the course. Some felt that the course was a waste
of time. 5 To stimulate reforms of the course as well as to provide an environment for the students to study was the motivation behind Bishop
Vincent's involvement in the Clubs. Part of this concern was evident when
it was recognized how important the conference course of study was for
the denomination. The seminaries by themselves could not accomodate the
influx of pasters entering the church. For example between 1867 and 1920
Drew Theological Seminary graduated about 2,000 young men who ~ent
into the ministry.a In any given four years during the same period there
would be that many in the course.
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3Sonja Marie Stewart, "John Heyl Vincent: His Theory and Practice of Protestant Religious
Education from 1855-1920." (Ph.D., Notre Dame, 1977), pp. 192-202.
4Biographical information from Encyclopedia of World Methodism. Other important
sources are John H. Vincent, "The Autobiography of Bishop Vincent," Northwestern Christian Advocate. April-November, 1910; Leon Henry Vincent, John Heyl Vincent: A
Biographical Sketch (New York: Macmillan Co., 1925); and Stewart, op. cit.
6'That Four-Years Course," Christian Advocate (New York), April 1, 1880, p. 211. Cf.
Milton Terry, "Open Letters to Young Methodist Preachers-First Letter," Christian Advocate (New York), January 22, 1880, p. 50-1; and "That Four-Years Course and Our
Theological Schools," Christian Advocate (New York), April 22, 1880, p. 258.
6Alumni Record of Drew Theological Seminary Madison. New Jersey 1867-1925 edited by
William Tolley (Madison: Drew Theological Seminary, 1926) data taken from various pages
from the text.
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Bishop Vincent imagined a variety of reasons for the growth and use
of the Itinerants' Clubs, not the least of which was to encourage a few to
go to theological school.
The most important theological work of this century is in behalf of the majority of
under-graduates in the Methodist ministry whom the theological seminaries and
colleges cannot touch. If we can, through itinerant clubs held all over the Church, and
through an ably conducted department in the Methodist Review, open the real world
of ministerial responsibility and service before these men, we shall get quite a large
percentage of them to retire for a time from the active work and attend schools. The
others we shall stimulate to better work/

The mention of the Methodist Review indicates the favor in which the
movement was held in the denomination. The Review was the official
periodical of the church. That it regularly devoted space to the clubs,
which had no official standing in the denomination, demonstrates the interest the clubs produced. Such practice was not extended to any of the
official boards or agencies. Very quickly after the first organization of the
club, the Review began a regular column which ran news of interest for the
club, its meetings and successes. It often gave synopses of the texts which
were used in the course as well as articles which were useful for young
students or young pastors. The column was a regular feature in the Review
until the establishment of the Commission on the Courses of Study in
1916.
But encouraging the students to go seminary was not the primary task
of the club. Had it been so, the movement would have to be counted a
failure. It was instead an attempt to make the ministerial candidates better
pastors by offering a structured atmosphere in which they could learn. Vincent saw the clubs as a way of "promoting higher ministerial education under Conference auspices."8 There were two main parts to club
membership. The first and most conspicuous were the retreats or
"summer" sessions. These took place when the students in the course of
study and their examiners would meet together, usually eight to fourteen
days in the summer but sometime in the fall, for intensive lectures and discussions on the topics covered in the course of study. During this conference, or retreat, guest speakers from neighboring schools and
sometimes from farther away would be brought in to lecture to the
students. For example, Dr. James Strong of Drew Theological Seminary
in Madison, New Jersey, was the speaker at a conference held in Spokane,
Washington. 9 Often the exams for the current year's course would be held
at the end of these conferences. The second characteristic was a structured
program during the years based on Hweekend" seminars and times to visit
and study with other students who were taking the course. Some con-

7[John H. Vincent] "The Itinerants' Club," Methodist Review 72(1891):140.
8Jbid., p. 65.
9Jbid.; November 20, 1890, p. 772.
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ferences even developed homework done by correspondence which was
graded by conference examiners.
The seriousness with which the clubs were tak~n by Vincent is
evidenced in his preparation for the first one. Not long after the publication of the announcement of the "new departure" there was a follow-up
notice requesting material to be used at this first club. Vincent wanted a
complete synopsis of every book in the course of study used in the first year
of the course. The synopsis was not to exceed ten paragraphs and was to
range between 200 and 1,000 words. Vincent wanted twenty short
definitions which could be committed to memory and which would state
the essentials of the course of study, its doctrinal statements, and principal
facts. No definition was to exceed fifty words. And finally he wanted a list
of one hundred questions which would form the basis of an examination on
the first year's course. Vincent was willing to pay $50 for the best pap~r
which he would use. 10
Vincent was not merely satisfied with the attempt to make the
ministry more intelligent, but he also demonstrated a concern to make the
ministry more effective by making ministers more aware of the needs of
the person in the pew. Accordingly, he invited laity to attend the first club
meeting in Lexington, Kentucky. He devoted a special session to "Hints,
Criticisms, and Suggestions Addressed Especially to the Ministry by the
Laity." Laypersons were requested to express their concerns to the
ministry. Perhaps as an afterthought Vincent added that the "communications should be brief."l1
The first club drew eighty ministers. 12 A variety of topics were
covered. Lectures were held on "Duties of the Ministry and Laity," as well
as lessons on "Congregational Singing," "The Conduct of Children's
Classes," and "Sunday-School Organization and Management. "13 The
reaction to the club was overwhelmingly positive. Dr. Arthur Edwards, a
participant in the first club, gave an enthusiastic response and praise hbout
the club.
The main body of those who attended are undergraduates in the Conference.... The
programme might easily be imagined by those who should hear that for good and
sufficient reasons the course in a theological seminary must be pressed into eight days.
... It was far more than an ordinary Minister's Institute, for the club members came
as confessed pupils, and nearly all the lecturers attended as expert, interested, and experienced teachers.... The enthusiasm rose almost to the shouting point from the
first. Never have we seen a convention, class, club, or Conference more a success from
the first prayer to the benediction. 14

lOIbid.; January 10, 1889, p. 28.
11 Ibid.; February 28, 1889, p. 136.
12Met}zodist Review 72(1890):66.
1sHA New Departure," Christian Advocate (New York), December 13, 1888, p. 824.
H Methodist Review 72( 1890):66.
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For the next year or so the denomination's periodicals and quarterlies
were full of reports of the growth and development of the clubs. In May of
1889 the second club was held in Ohio.15 The host institution, Mt. Union
College, endowed a chair for a "more thorough prosecution of the
Conference courses of study."16 Clubs in Minnesota, Kansas, Iowa,
Missouri, North Dakota, Washington, Colorado, as well as New York,
began to sprout within the year after Vincent had begun the movement. 17
Not only was Vincent a busy man, criss-crossing the country running
the clubs, but he also involved several other church leaders in the movement. At the Club meeting held in Sopkane, Washington, November 27 Decem ber 11, 1890, along with Bishop Vincent were Dr. James Strong of
Drew Theological Seminary, Chancellor C.N. Sims of Syracuse University, Dr. Earl Cranston from Cincinnati University, President W.C. Ward
of Spokane Falls College, and B.T. Vincent of Colorado Seminary. The
fact that a club was held in Spokane is even more remarkable when it is
remembered that Washington had just become a state in 1889. 18 Even on
the frontier there was interest in ministerial education.
When the club met in Colorado, in the fall of 1890, Bishop Vincent
joined Bishop Warren, Drs. Payne, Vincent, Buchtel and Hyde. The proximity to the Colorado Seminary, later the University of Denver and Iliff
School of Theology, probably accounted for the number of professors and
bishops at that meeting. Lectures bore interesting titles. Along with such
standard fare as "The Minister as Exegete" and the ~~Ordering of Public
Worship," there were topics showing the increasing administrative role of
the ministry. Such topics as "The Minister as a Man of Business,"
"Religious Instruction of Children," "The Book Concern," and "Seekers
of Popularity" were topics. Even more interesting were the topics on
"Methodist Literature" and "The American People and other People in
America whom we should Know, Evan'gelize, and Uplift," and
"Tomorrow, a Study of the Church Life of the Future. "19
Generally the denomination favored the clubs. ~~The young men
clamor for such direction as the Itinerants' Clubs provides," reported the
Methodist Review.19 Yet the clubs also offered the forum for suggestions
for improvements to the conference course of study.
Why should not our colleges and seminaries [said one interviewee] arrange to teach

the Conference course of study? These courses, pursued under competent teachers,
would enable our young men who cannot attend on the regular college course to enter
Conference at an immense advantage. 21
16Ibid.
16 Ibid.
17Ibid., pp. 67f.; Christian Advocate (New York), January 21, 1892, p. 37; November 20,
1890, p. 772; October 16, 1890, p. 686; October 8, 1891, p. 672.
IBChristian Advocate (New York), November 20, 1890, p. 772.
IO"The Rocky Mountain Itinerants' Club," Christian Advocate (New York), October 16,
1890, p. 686.
20 M ethodisl Review 72( 1890):68.
21Ibid., p. 69.
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Dissatisfaction in the administration of the course was another reason
for the beginnings of the club. 22 In the months that followed the beginning
of the clubs Bishop Vincent solicited remarks and ideas onhow to improve
both the clubs and the course of study. The suggestions ranged from sending all ministerial candidates to seminary to the formation of local study
groups within each conference and district to aid the students during the
year. 23 Most however offered practical suggestions along the lines ofinaking more concise texts for the students. At that time some of the texts on
the course were obviously too large for students doing the course in spare
time. Other suggestions were for more thorough exams, which would include previously written questions, grading on a percentage basis and
fewer oral exams. A final suggestion was that the course of study should
have a more practical orientation. This would be reflected in more "how
to" texts on church management, preaching, Sunday School management
and even ethics. 24 The fact that the course of study began to change along
these lines after the 1890s suggests that the denomination was listening to
this movement. The course exams and examiners received new guidelines
in 1896, new texts were written especially for the course and in 1900 full
exemption from the course was granted to those who had attended
seminary. C.M. Heard, a pastor in Minnesota, had suggested that the
board of examiners be made into one board for the full four years, instead
of having yearly appointment. 25 This idea was also eventually adopted.
Bishop Vincent's last word was that one should not expect too much
too soon from the clubs or the course of study. He felt that Methodist
educators must realize that a majority of ministers would always train under the course of study. With that in mind he proposed that the clubs could
do the following in relation to ministerial education in American
Methodism. First, it could and should encourage seminary for those who
could go. Yet, second, Vincent said the denomination should be rea,listic
enough to recognize that most wouid not go. Third, then, he felt that
college would be the place to prepare the would-be ministers for taking the
course, by making sure they received a good theological background.
Fourth, he felt that special texts should be written for the course which
would be compact and concise. The fifth step would be to organize more
Itinerants' Clubs. The sixth would be to strengthen the exams for the
course in order to insure their quality. Vincent also felt, seventh, that the
students should be encouraged to study together. Eighth, was to use the
Methodist Review as the official organ of the clubs, and to make reprints
of the various articles in the Review so as to insure that all the students
would be able to get the information. Last, he felt that students at
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22Ibid.
23Ibid., pp. 284-88.
2·lbid.
26Chrisrian A dvocate (New Yark), August 21, 1890, p. 552.
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seminaries should be able to sit for the exams at the seminaries, instead of
at the conference meetings. 26
Bishop Vincent's ideas enjoyed great success. Most of his suggestions
were incorporated either into conference practice or church law by 1900.
A_nd the creation in 1916 of the Commission on the Courses of Study,
despite disclaimers that nothing had been done previous to their appointments, actually continued much of the work begun voluntarily under
the Itinerants' Clubs. The vision of this one man helped to increase and
develop the concern for proper ministerial education within the denomination.
The effects of the Itinerants' Clubs were most obvious in the legislation passed by annual conferences regulating the method of examination
between 1889 and 1896, when the General Conference passed regulations
dealing with examination procedure. A survey of twenty-five annual conferences (approximately 15% of the total conferences in the Methodis't
Episcopal Church) during this period shows the steady development of
conference legislation. 27 Prior to this period there were no uniform
regulations concerning the examinations. They were often oral and poorly
administered. The student was expected to pastor and study, often without
any outside guidance.
The goal of the clubs was to counteract the sloth in the exams and to
make the course useful. With the demise of the circuit the apprentice
system of older preacher teaching younger preacher was no longer functioning. The clubs created a series of summer schools and intensive
weekends to help educate the student pastors, creating a cross between the
apprentice system and the classroom setting. Slowly the conference began
to increase the standards and expectations for the examinations.
In 1891 the Northwest Kansas Annual Conference enacted the first
systematic approach toward improvement of the courses and exams.
When the Itinerants' Club was organized its constitution was printed in the
Northwest Kansas journal. The general plan would later be adopted, or
modified, by other conferences. The first important change was that the
course was divided into five divisions: preparatory, historical theology, exegetical and practical theology, systematic theology, and philosophy and
scientific concerns. 28 Each division was to have three persons assigned to it
as examiners. 29 In the past the examiners had been assigned to write
26

Methodist Review 72( 1890):74-76.

27The conferences are: Baltimore, Central New York, Central Ohio, Colorado, Kansas, Kentucky, New England, New England Southern, New Jersey, New York, North Dakota,
Northern New York, Northwest Kansas, Michigan, New York East, North Ohio, Puget
Sound, St. Louis, Texas, Wilmington, Wyoming, Washington, California, Central
Tennessee, Nebraska, and Newark. The last (lve failed to pass any regulations during this
time period concerning the course of study.
26Minutes of the Northwest Kansas Annual Conference. /891. p. 33.
29Ibid., p, 34,
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questions over a specific year of the course, now there were three examiners for each topic covered in all four years. In the past different people wrote exams on, for example, Richard Watson's Institutes, since it was
studied over the four years, Now the same group of people wrote the exams on Watson for each year. The examiner, by the end of May, was to
have compiled a list of Hat least" fifty questions on "each book assigned to
him'~ and send this list out to each member of his class. The questions were
supposed to cover the entire book and act as a guide for study.30 The final
exam was to be ten questions selected from the previous fifty.3! The exams
were to be written and anonymous. This was one of the first times that
such exams were given. It was a way of protecting the student and insuring
fairness in grading the exams.
The examinations, which shall be in writing, shall be held in the several Presiding
Elder's Districts before one or more members of the Examining Board.
Sec. 2. The paper of each student, together with a sealed envelope containing the name
of the candidate, shall be sent to the examiner having charge of that branch of study.
The examiner shall grade the papers and mark the grade on the sealed envelope, and
send the same to the Registrar of the Board, who shall break the seal and enter the
name and grade in a suitable book which shall be carefully preserved. 32

Northwest Kansas also established a post-graduate course of study
designed to encourage pastors to continue their studies after having
finished the required course. It was organized in similar fashion to the required course. The graduate course has four divisions in it: theology and
religion, philosophy and science, history and economics, and miscellaneous. s3 The graduates also met at regular times for study during the
year as well as having a list of study questions like the undergraduates. 34
Suprisingly the only thing not mentioned was the grading scale!35
An extended survey of each of the annual conferences reveals that the
ones which took the most serious action in regards to the course examinations between 1889 and 1896 were the rural conferences or those not
near a seminary. The urban conferences, or those with seminaries 'within
their bounds or near, either did not enact such legislation or passed only
minimal regulations. One conclusion that can be drawn from this is that
the conference with a seminary within its boundaries, or nearby, refused to
strengthen the course examination procedure so as not to weaken the
seminaries. By failing to establish standards they provided a de facto ex-
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3°lbid.
31lbid.
nlbid.
3Jlbid., pp. 33r.
Hlbid .. p. 35.
3~Gerald O. i'vlcCulloh in History ojAmerican Methodism 2:653 has stated that \Vilmington
Annual Conference was the first with such a plan, especially dividing the course into specific
groups and having anonymous exams, but Wilmington's action did not take place until 1894.
See AliI/utes (~( the Wilmington Annual C01~lcrencc. /894. p. 66r
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emption from the courses for those students within their bounds attending
the seminary. Legislation of the General Conference in 1896 was to alter
the various levels of requirements, by setting a minimum standard. 36
In the 1890s the Methodist Episcopal Church, South also began to
treat its course of study seriously, but took its most dramatic step at the
turn of the century. In 1902 it authorized the establishment of a
Correspondence School to be operated from Vanderbilt University with
the hopes of making the course more effective.
That for the guidance of all candidates for admission and undergraduates in the
Conferences, and also of those who, having completed the Conference course, desire
to prosecute a post-graduate course of study, the Board of Education is instructed to
establish at Nashville, in connection with the Biblical Department of Vanderbilt
University, and under the direction of its Faculty, Correspondence Courses, which
shall be offered to all ministers or candidates for our ministry under such regulations
as may be approved by the Board and Faculty.
The Secretary of the Correspondence School shall issue a certificate to everyone
who prosecutes, under the direction of the school, the study of any book embraced in
the Course of Study, and passes a written examination on the same. He shall send this
certificate along with the questions and examination papers to the chairman of the
Annual Conference committee having charge of the candidate or undergraduate concerned. The Conference committee may then, if the Conference sees fit, accept this
certificate in lieu of examinations held by themselves. 37

The board of education was also authorized to take over the supervision of
the Preachers' Institutes. None of these resolutions, however, were incorporated into the Discipline.
The Board of Education organized the Correspondence School shortly after the close
of the General Conference. J. L. Cuninggim, of the North Carolina Conference was
elected Secretary of the School. Other details of organization were also decided upon
by the Board. The tuition charge for each course was fixed at ten dollars. The length of
time each course was planned for was nine months. The work was so arranged that it
might count in part on the regular course of the Biblical Department of Vanderbilt
University.38

After the establishment of the Correspondence School by the 1902
General Conference, the Methodist Quarterly Review offered its pages to
be the official organ for the Correspondence School; this could have been
in imitation of the Methodist Episcopal Church. However, while the north
kept its "Itinerants' Corner" going until the establishment of the Comn1ission on the Courses of Study in 1916, the "Correspondence School Exchange" only lasted a little over one year in the south. After January 1904,
the column was discontinued. The purpose of the "Correspondence School
and Itinerants' Exchange" was to give information about books and other
information that would be useful for those on the correspondence lists as
3fJPalterson, "Ministerial Mind," pp. 77-88.
37Journal a/the General COll,lerence (~fthe Methodist Episcopal Church. South. /902, p. 226.
38Charles T. Thrift, Jr., "The History of Theological Education in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, 1845-1915" (Ph. D. dissertation, Duke University, 1932), pr. 95. 97.
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well as interesting to those who were not yet part of the Correspondence
School. s9 Part of the reason for the demise of the column was that the
Correspondence School had started its own newsletter, The
Correspondent. "0 The articles in the M ethodistQuarterly Review
primarily document how well the School grew in its early stages. In the
April article, written sometime in February, Cuninggim noted that 21 of
30 conferences had instructed the examining committees to accept the
Correspondence School certificate. By the end of the first year thelje were
236 students enrolled in the school, making it one of the larger "schools"
for ministerial education."!
The success of the Correspondence School rested, no doubt, on its
able director Jesse Lee Cuninggim. There has been no major study, as yet,
done on his life. Almost forty years younger than his northern counterpart,
Bishop Vincent, Cuninggim was born in 1870 in Lenoir Institute, North
Carolina. Cuninggim was also well educated for his day, with an A.B.
from the University of North Carolin,!, 1891, and a B.D. from Vanderbilt
in 1895. He also attended the University of Chicago from 1898 to 1902. In
1895 he had joined the North Carolina Conference. At the age of 32 he
became the director of the Correspondence School of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, a position he held until 1914. In 1910 he also
became secretary for the newly formed Department of Ministerial Supply
and Training, which he also held until 1914. He returned to the pastorate
from 1915-1917 and then became professor of religious education at
Southern Methodist University from 1917 to 1921. 42
In his first report about the Correspondence School, printed in the
Methodist Quarterly Review, Cuninggim stated some arguments for the
attention given to the course.
Because of its great importance, the conference course deserves far more serious
attention than it has hitherto received. It is the only requirement in the way of
ministerial education that the Church makes of its ministers, and the only biiJlical or
theological instruction that the vast majority of them ever obtain.... It is impoSsible
to estimate to what extent the thinking and preaching for the ministry of the Church is
affected by this four years' course of study..'s

Cuninggim went on to describe the educational levels of the ministerial
candidates in the church, which further reinforces the fact that the course
was important for understanding the ministry. He found through a survey

-j

al

s9"Correspondence School and Itinerants' Exchange," Methodist Quarterly Review
62(January 1903):203.
'ORobert Watson Sledge, "The Conference Course of Study in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South." (M.A. thesis, University of Texas, 1964), p. 59.
·'''Correspondence School and Itinerants' Exchange" Methodist Quarterly Review 62(April
1903):413, and (July 1903):621.
.2Encyclopedia of World Methodism. s.v. "Cuninggim."
43J. L. Cuninggim, "Ministerial Education in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,"
Methodist Quarterly Review 68(January 1909):53.
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of the 1,155 undergraduates (that is the students enrolled in the course of
study) that 36% of them had some college education and less that 17%
were college graduates, 9.5% had received some kind of theological training and less than 3.5% were seminary graduates. Cuninggim closed by
saying: "In this day of widespread enlightenment, these facts give the
Church no cause for self-gratulation."44
The Correspondence School became very popular. The General
Conference of 1906 incorporated the success by giving the Correspondence
School disciplinary status. The school was also responsible for the
ministers' summer training institutes,45 for the training of lay workers in
the Sunday School program, and for a ministerial post-graduate studies
program. The Board of Education provided a circulating library and
arranged for extension lectures to be given by members of the faculty at
annual conference meetings. 46 The Correspondence School concept proved
so useful that it was continued in both The Methodist Church and in The
United Methodist Church.
In conclusion it must be pointed out that both of these movements
took place in a day when seminary education was not required by either
denomination. It was not until 1900 for the Methodist Episcopal Church
and 1914 for the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, that a seminary
education exempted the candidate from the course of study. Before those
dates everyone who wished to be received into full connection in either
denomination had to first pass the course of study. The improvements in
the courses at the turn of the century pointed to new interest in preparing
the pastor for ministry and heralded a new direction for the
denom inations.

HIbid., p. 58.
45

4
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M et!Jodist Episcopal Church. South. 1906 cd., p. 196.

Ibid., 1910 ed., p. 336.
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