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Help! Help! and again HELP! That is your editor shouting from his
desk at the Benson Manor., Apt. 705, Jenkintown, Pa. 14046.
I am convinced that there is a great deal of "undiscovered" Methodist
and Wesley material scattered through libraries, research centers and
other places that could be shared through this column. If you have any
such material, send it along. Not the original item,of course, but a copy of
the material. If you have the scholarly background to comment on the
items you are forwarding, so much the better. If not, we will assign
someone to write a running commentary, you will be given credit for the
"discovery," and your "find" will be made available to scholars.
In addition, haunt the old book shops here and in England. All
Wesley material has not yet been gathered. For example, on a recent trip
to London, I purchased an unpublished John Wesley letter, an unpublished
Charles Wesley letter, a sermon written in the handwriting of John Wesley
and several other items. You will probably hear more about these
purchases in further issues of METHODIST HISTORY.
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In the meantime, the following Wesley letter, which I recently
purchased, may be of ,some interest. It is not in Telford.
London
February 16, 1778.
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Dear James
I think the case is clear. She ought to remain with her present
husband. The former is nothing to her, no more than if he was dead
& buried.
Dwell in the land & be doing good, & verily thou shalt be fed.
I am not well pleased, that John Frederick has not been in the
Isle yet. I expected he w'd be there long before Christmass (sic). I
am, Dear James
Your affectionate Brother
J. Wesley.
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Methodist History

I recently showed this letter to Dr. Richard Heitzenrater who is building
himself an international reputation as a Wesley scholar through his
meticulous work on the Wesley Diaries. "Did you notice that John Wesley
spells Christmas with two s's?" he asked. I actually had not noticed it, but
there it was big as day. CHRISTMASS. Wesley was always careful to
keep Christmas as a Holy Day and not as a secular holiday. He kept
Christ in Christmas, and the emphasis on the mass gave the day special
meaning. Unfortunately, today, even well meaning Christians have not
only overlooked the idea of Christmas as a special holy day, but, by abbreviating the word itself they have eliminated Christ from Christmas.
Many Christians spell the word XMAS. John Wesley just would never
have been guilty of such a practice. To him it would have seemed like
blasphemy.
The letter itself is addressed to J ames Barry at the Preachinghouse in
Whitehaven. Whitehaven is crossed out and Douglas appears to one side
written in a different hand. Several other notations indicate the letter had
been forwarded to Barry in the Isle of Man.
Unfortunately, we know very little about James Barry even though
Telford recordg seven letters written by Wesley to him. There is a brief
memorial to him in the conference minutes the year he died-1783. It is
taken from Atmore's summary of Barry's life in The Methodist
Memorial; ... Lives and Characters of the Preachers . ... Bristol, 1801.
He writes:
He was for many years a faithful labourer in his Lord's vineyard; and as he laboured
much, so he suffered much, but with unwearied patience. In his death he suffered
nothing, stealing quiety away .... He died at Gainsborough, in Lincolnshire in the
year 1783.

In itself, the letter is interesting on two counts. First, it calls our attention to the Methodist work in Isle of Man where Barry was preaching
when he received the note.
Work in the Isle of Man began quite by accident. John Murlin whose
brief autobiography can be found in Thomas Jackson's The Lives of Early
Methodist Preachers Chiefly Written by Themselves London, 1872, Vol.
3, tells us:
I went to Whitehaven, where I was much blessed, both in my soul and in my labours.
Here I met with a companion ... and with him I embarked in July, l758, for Liverpool. But the captain deceived us, and carried us to the Isle of Man. Here we stayed a
week. The second evening I preached in a large barn. But on Sunday it would not contain the congregation; so I was obliged to preach abroad. The people in general
behaved well, and gave great attention. After I left them, some of them sent to
Whitehaven, desiring to have another preacher. But it was some years before another
preacher went, there being so little probability of doing any considerable good, while
the whole island was a nest of smugglers. The Duke of Athol was then king of the Isle;
but the case is now widely altered. Since it has been purchased of the Duke, and united
to the crown of England, that detestable trade is rooted out. A considerable part of the
island is cultivated. At one part of it a herring-fishery is established; at another, a large
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linen-manufactory. And we now see the fruit of our labors there, in the conversion of
many sinners to God.

In 1775 a John Crook, son of a Lancashire physician who had
squandered his own and his wife's fortune and then died a miserable death
at sea, went as a Methodist local preacher on his own to the Isle of Man.
He was uncommissioned except by God, Himself. At first his efforts were
rebuffed by both the clergy and the people, but he was advised by John
Wesley to remain in the Isle, and within three years there was a flourishing
circuit with 1051 members in the societies.
In 1781 Wesley visited the Isle for at least the second time. He wrote
that he found about two thousand Methodists, with a score of stout, well- .
looking local preachers, not surpassed in England.
I was thoroughly convinced that we have no such circuit as this, either in B:ngland,
Scotland, or Ireland. It is shut up from the world; and, having little trade, is visited by
scarce any strangers. Here are no papists, no Dissenters of any kind, no Calvinists, no
disputers....

Beside calling our attention to the Isle of Man, the letter to James
Barry is notable for the opening lines. Here Wesley is giving some advice
on a domestic problem which Barry had evidently been concerned about.
The lines contain the suggestion for a whole story. Evidently a woman's
former husband was seeking her return to him after a considerable separation and probably a divorce. Wesley's advice is dear and to the point. "She
ought to remain with her present husband." The line illustrates how intimately Wesley was entwined with the lives of his people. He knew his
people. He understood their problems. He was not merely an administrator as are so many bishops today. He was a shepherd, a spiritual
guide, one to whom the humblest Methodist could turn for advice and
counsel.
II.

Another interesting Wesley letter came to my attention when I was
wandering through the British Museum recently. It is not in Telford. A
very brief missive, it is addressed to RoberedHall, Jr., and it was written
from Dublin, July 7, 1789.
I have been firm to the church, from my youth up; and so I shall be till my spii-ihreturn
to God.

In spite of the actions which he took in 1784 which resulted in the establishmentof the Methodist Episcopal Church in America whose
bicentennial is being celebrated in 1984; Wesley was still an ardent
Anglican and remained so until his death. It makes one wonder if he would
have done what he did in 1784 had he realized it would result in the
Methodists in America forming themselves into a denomination separate
from the Anglican Church.
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III.

On my desk is another letter containing the information we are looking for in future issues of this column.
A rich source of biographical information about many Methodist ministers in Texas about a century ago has been discovered fairly recently. Except for a few written on
early typewriters, it consists of a collection of hand-written biographical sketches
solicited by editors of the Texas Christian Advocate at two periods-1883-1884 and
1909-1910.
The sketches generally include data about parentage, birthplace, education, conversion, call to preach, dates of joining the conference, ordination and appointments.
The sketches are now in the library of the Rev. Walter N. Vernon, 4013 Dorcas
Drive, Nashville, Tn, 37215. Vernon was formerly president of the Texas Methodist
Historical Society. Eventually, the sketches will be deposited at Bridwell Library, S.
M. V., Dallas, Texas.
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