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Editor Violates Con'fidence
But Feels Justified

'.

~
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A

LETTER has just come to our desk that is much
out of the ordinary, even of good letters that
come. We are quoting from it, even unqer
some constraint. Indeed, our friend pleads, "Let me
suggest that you consider this
letter as a personal one and do
not quote it or from it."
Well, we are following the
spirit of her injunction, by
withholding her name, and giving not so much as a little hini:
as to her identity. Thus safe~
guarding her modesty, here goes
for her timely word:

Out friend does not object to goalsrand campaigns
and even some high-pressure effort to increase subscriptions-she works at that herself, faithfully and quite successfully-but thinks that is only half the way, and
the lesser half.
"But I do feel that the situation
is the same as with the Bishops'
Crusade. A subscription goal is only
the first step; a larger and more
vital goal is the broadening of the
vision of countless thousands of
Southern Methodists who are living
in one small room when they may
have the universe for a skyline."

The leaven is working, and
"But I do ~ant to talk W ORiD
for a little while. I
we are encouraged to believe
study it almost constantly, evaluatthat the Bishops' Crusade,
ing it and checking over its outthrough its renewed emphasis
standing features, comparing them
upori the experience of the warm
from month to month. . . . . It
heart, will be pushing multilooks ,like a' missionary that sees
around the world and places peotudes of our people out of the
ple in proper perspective, and re"one small room" of a spiritual
veals God's evaluation of them and
commonplace into an energized
his plan for them.
_
....... -.,
.,-.,.
life that lays hold upon the "uni...
"This July issue is 'tops.' I have
.,- .
verse for its skyline." With these
never seen a finer. But I am concerned over the comparatively small
high sentiments WORLD OUT"THIS JULY ISSUE Is Tops"
number of people who will read it
LOOK is in entire accord, and is
Read t!lis October O1ld let's pass it on
and get the benefit it offers. I feel
glad to pass along our friend's
that something must be done at
beautiful
and timely appeal.
once, not so much to push up the
figures in your office as to push out the horizon of complacent,
And the editor would venture a suggestion: If you
self-satisfied people who think they understand God and are
think WORLD OUTLOOK carries, letter and spirit, a real
traveling his way.
"I believe that the individual subscribers might be the message, if you think of the magazine as a cheerful,
most effective agencies in bringing this to pass. Why kindly visitor, and know a home into which for the
not put an urgent appeal in your next issue to the readers· year 1938 you would like to see it go twelve times with
to share the joy and inspiration and far-flung vision
with those of their friends. who' are not acquainted with its "good news," why not decide now to pass it on as a
OUTLOOK
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Christmas gift to the father or the mother of the home?
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Off for Oxford and Edinburgh
By H. C. TUCKER

Left to right, Rev. Wi/son Fernatldes, Rev. Epaminondas M ow·a. HI do not recall dUl'ing fifty.one
years of service greater satisfaction. . • • ."

r:rIRTY yea~s ago a Mission of Scripture distr~bu
tlOn, preachmg, Sunday school, day and mght
schools, medical and dental clinic, and other Christian social activities sprung up in one of the most neglected sections of the city of Rio de Janeiro, and grew
into what is now well known to readers of WORLD OUTLOOK as the "People's Central Institute."
In the early days of the Mission, among others, there
came to the Sunday school a poor boy who a few days
later inquired of me at the American Bible Society headquarters if a boy was needed for work about the store and
office. His face revealed a bewitching eagerness and interest that could not be turned down with a simple
"there is no vacancy." A few questions were asked and a
little inquiry made. A place was found for him, and he
began by sweeping and dusting the store and office,
carrying parcels of Bibles to the post-office, and doing
other errands. Very soon he was in a night class at the
Mission and later at the local Y.M.CA., and by and by,
as he was working for an American institution, he decided to learn English, and in addition to what he could
pick up about the places just mentioned, he made ar-
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rangements for lessons with a teacher at night two or
three times a week.
The boy came into a clear experience of saving grace
and made his profession of faith, soon began taking an
active part in religious exercises, and, by and by, w:as
given license to preach. In the Bible Society office he
advanced by degrees from errand boy to bookkeeper
and Assistant Agency Secretary. The call to the active
ministry and pastorate became so pronounced and evident that he was induced to apply for admission on trial
in the Annual Conference, passed through the usual
four years' process, added to it a course in night classes
at the Union Seminary, was received into full connection, and ordained elder.
Shortly after this young man began his career, I was
called to the office of the English contractors for the great
dotks and port improvement scheme being carried on in
the bay of Rio de Janeiro; one of the men in charge had
lost his life in an accident and left a widow with five
children; they wished to do something for the family
through a period of years, and thought matters could
best be handled through the Mission. They asked if I
would call on the widow, make inquiry into her circumstances, and report. I had not known the family before.
It was not long until of her own accord the mother came
with her children to the Mission, experienced conversion,
as did some of the children, who with her became members of the church. One of the girls by and by became
the wife of the young preacher about whom we are
writing. In the course of twenty years the two have rendered splendid service in a number of charges, and are
rearing a family of six children.
.
At the General Council of the Methodist Church of
Brazil, Rev. Epaminondas Moura, our preacher in question, and this scribe were appointed members of the
World Conference on Faith and Order, and have followed the work and publications of the Continuation
Committee through the period. As the time drew near
for a final decision with regard to 'attendance, for lack
of funds for travel they were obliged to inform the
Secretary that they would be unable to make the trip,
and could only send a few written suggestions and assurances of deep interest in the objectives of the Conference upon the part of the Brazilian Methodism. A reply
and suggestion came almost at the last minute, asking if
one delegate would be willing to participate in both the
Universal Christian Council on Life and Work at Oxford, July 12-26, and the Conference on Faith and Order
at Edinburgh, August 3-18, if the Executives of the
two could provide one-half of the necessary traveling
expenses. This was indeed a challenge and a call not to
be turned down by the young Church on the field. But
how to secure the other half was the problem; it did
seem that the obligation must be assumed by someone on
WORLD
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Christiatl friends at the wharf to bid yOlwg Brazilian preachers goodbye. Rev.
Epaminotldas M OUI"O aud Rev. W i/SOtl F enlOndes in foreground. ". . . .
capable and worthy to participate in World Chl'istian Conferences . . • . ."

faith in the great Head of the Church and in the Congress at Montevideo in 1925, with a group of Latin
Church in Brazil. It was done, and the money will come Americans to Jerusalem in 1928, and others on various
in, I am sure.
occaSIOns.
Now in my fifty-first year of service I have experiThe Brazilian bishop, Cesar Dacorso Filho, who recently returned from participation in the Bishops' Cru- enced the heightening joy of helping with arrangements,
sade in the States to wipe out the Board of Missions' passoprts, passages, etc., for our Brazilian bishop to pardebt and give a fresh impetus to the missionary cause, ticipate in the Bishops' Crusade in the States and for two
and the other members of the Board of Social Service Brazilian preachers, Epaminondas Moura and Wilson
were kind enough to insist that this scribe go; but he Fernandes, to go to Oxford and Edinburgh.
was more insistent that the younger man, a national
Epaminondas Moura was appointed at the last Annual
who was in a position to contribute more and to get Council to the church at Juiz de Fora, one of the
more out of the contacts and conferences and bring most important in the connection, seat of the Granbery
back an inspiring message, should by all means go. This College and Methodist Theological Seminary. His wife,
time the minority won out, and has the satisfaction of the girl whom he first met in the People's Central Inapproval from those most interested.
stitute, graces the parsonage and bears the responsibility
At the last moment, 'also, an opportunity arose for of looking after five children in school while her husthe Presbyterian Church of Brazil to be represented at band goes abroad on the important Christian mission.
those Conferences. A young preacher, Rev. Wilson Fer- Their oldest child, a daughter, graduate of Bennett Colnandes, one-time student in the Granbery College, Juiz lege, Rio de Janeiro, is now a teacher in Isabella Hendrix
de Fora, and graduate of the Presbyterian Theological College at Bello Horizonte.
Seminary at Campinas, was granted a scholarship for a
Wonderful achievements and advances have been wityear in the World Students' Christian Federation, Ge- nessed in the fifty-one years in Brazil, since Bishop Granneva, Switzerland, and must sail soon for Europe. He bery organized the first Annual Conference here with
has won the distinction by enthusiasm, vision, and abil- three missionaries, no Brazilian preacher eligible at that
ity to work among young people, having been elected time for membership, and a communicant church memrecently Brazilian National Secretary of the Christian bership of 220.
Student Movement. He goes first to the two ConferKennedy and Tarboux of the trio are in honorable
ences.
and worthy retirement among you in the States, while
I do not recall that during my fifty-one years in I, the other member, am still permitted to secure passservice in Brazil experiencing greater satisfaction of the ports, buy passages, and see Christian workers going
kind than when persuading, planning, arranging pass- . and coming on the King's business.
ports and engaging passages for capable young Brazilian
The Mouras, coming out of the People's Central Inpreachers to go abroad to participate in world Christian stitute, are but one of many cases of souls redeemed and
Conferences and fellowship. My first thrill of this na- lives built into the Kingdom of the Master at this centure was when I had the honor of guiding Eduardo ter of activities.
Pereira, Alvaro Reis, and Erasmo Braga to the Panama
One of the greatest joys in missionary life and exCongress, 1916. This was followed by others to the perience today comes from (Continued 011 page 38)
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Good Days
at Lake Junaluska

I

T has been our privilege after two years' break to
attend for a few days the missionary conference at
Lake Junaluska. For one thing, a better railroad connection has been found ov~r the Tennessee Central,
and we arrived in time for lunch, which was decidedly
to the good. We found everything in order and everybody cheerful, to the near enthusiastic. The attendance
was good, homers on the ground, and attendants upon
the Conference, they were saying, maybe doubling the
attendance of last year. Most of the missionary people
were at the Mission Inn, naturally, and it was not easy
to house us all. Treasurer Rawls was in charge, and as
everybody said, was doing it mighty well, especially
with that gentle lady, the Treasuress, to lend a handand a word, always a gentle and gracious word, to help.
\"Ve were there long enough only to get a touch of
the program. Bishop Hughes was popular, of course he
was, always is down this way. At noon on Friday
we heard Mrs. Amy Ii. Guy, of Richmond, of the
Citi;zens' Service Exchange, tell a remarkable story of
community service being done in the city of Richmond,
and tell it with unusual and altogether convincing
charm.
The classes were full and running over, one heard.
Mrs. Bourne was planning to use the chapel for the
conference of her workers, on the very sound principle
that ladies are always to be first. Dr. Myers was puzzling
where to take his men, when it was found that the chapel
would not hold half the women workers; they had,
therefore, to betake themselves to. the tabernacle, and
everybody was happy. Dr. Myers had his District Secreretaries in the chapel, and his conference crowded the
room. It was a good-looking lot of men, these Secretaries, on tiptoe to be going, and the Secretary was giv6
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mg them excellent guidance and getting enthusiastic
results. Anybody who may have hesitated about the
wisdom of this new functionary for the missionary work
of the district came away from the conference altogether
convinced, was this scribe's impression. Our good friend
gave to WORLD OUTLOOK a favored place on his pro- .
gram. The business manager said his: little word and
was very well repaid for his trip to l,the Lake by the
generous words that came into the discussion
in praise
,.
of the m a g a z i n e . :I ..
Everybody was rejoicing that the d~bt had been paid
and Junaluska saved to the Church. Their enthusiasm
took touching form when her friends met to congratulate Mrs. Ella Clyde on her eightieth anniyersary, and to
say again how they appreciated the unique and telling
work she did last year in the campaign to save Lake
Junaluska.
We did not get to Mount Sequoyah for the conference on that side of the river, but reports from that
assembly have been no less enthusiastic, and WORLD
OUTLOOK rejoices in the better times that have come
back to the summer assemblies, and, please God, we
believe, to the work and spirit of the Church.

No Doubt
Bishops' Crusade Well Done

S

OMETIMES it has been said that the second half of
the Bishops' Crusade is the more important. Who
shall say-bringing back the missionary vision of the
Church or deepening its spiritual life along every line
and out to every front-which is the better? Either, in
its importance, reaches into the infinite, and we humans
have no fair unit of measurement for that far range.
Certainly the first half of the Crusade has been well
done. When in the last General Conference the Church
said to its bishops, "We are ready to follow, only let
the bishops lead us," the bishops nobly answered, "We
call on the God of our fathers to be our leader; we
dedicate ourselves anew to the high responsibilities which
God and his Church have laid on us." It is not fulsome praise but the literal truth to say that the bishops
have been true to that response, and in the depth of
their insight, the courage, the consistency, and efficiency
of their leadership, there is perhaps not one among us
who will not ungrudgingly say that our chief pastors
were never more faithful to a solemn 1'ededicatiol1.
In that statement of the bishops to the Church a
notable thing was said about the primacy of missions.
"The Church of Jesus Christ must continue missionary,
or it will die and the large faith of true Christi~ns will
dwindle and fade into the creed of a mere party." In a
way more definite than at that time was dreamed has the
Church answered that call-paid off a debt of nearly
$400,000, accepted more missionaries at one time than
perhaps in the five years immediately before, and are
at the moment sending out these missionaries to many
faraway fields.
It is not much, maybe, in comparison to need or opportunity, but with things as they are, the accomplishWORLD OUTLOOK

of a genuine experience shall pass into a gospel that is
socially applied, a gospel that works, and not for our
Church only, but for others as well, then in the body of
the Church there must be vitality, in all its machinery a
power that only the supernatural may supply.
The preaching that will reach into the situation, break
through, and open it up, will be a preaching endued. In
sum, what the Church needs, what the Boards need,
what the Church of Christ for our time needs, and the
. time itself needs, is what Methodism's founder received
lit That the Crusade
in his experience of the warm heart, the sure knowledge
Not Half Done
of the one good and' great God our Father through faith
O we feel when we pause a moment and look in Jesus Christ, and the power for service that came to
backward. But when we face forward, think of the him and the Church he was to build, and can come again
state of the Church, the world situation, recall for a only through that sure knowledge.
moment our high purpose for the crisis of opportunity
as well as need we are facing, and contemplate the bare
lin Elect Lady
possibility that we may not go straight forward all the Warmly Protects
way to the great quickening and enduement of which
T is always a joy to hear from the World Outlook
we are thinking for the whole Church in the Aldersgate
Superintendent, a thrill when she sends us a big
experience, it is difficult to realize how anything could
be for us at this moment, or all else combined, as crit- order, a quiet glow of satisfaction with her loyalty when
she sends in the <there a little and there a little" that
ically important.
A little lull has come to us in which we might think adds up to an overflowing handful, maybe a double
and pray. Since the Board meeting and end of the other handful, at the end of the year. And what an extra joy
campaign we have felt a little lonesome because there it is to have an "agent" bring in her subscriptions, tarry
were no great meetings, no great rallying calls to stir awhile in our little "cubbyhole" to chat about WORLD
us. Well, it is perhaps as it ought to be. In the olden OUTLOOK, unburden her soul of problems, and give us
time it was not the fire or the whirlwind, but the still some good suggestions on how we ought to do it.
And WORLD OUTLOOK is not all that gets discussed.
small voice that brought the great deliverance to
Israel.
Other problems see the light of day, are aired, and
The movements we are needing in the Church and for sometimes worked out. A few days ago, one of our
this troublous time are movements that transcend the friends-we wish we could describe her to you, but it
merely--even the best that is human. These are move- would take a book-came in with a special burden.
ments of the Spirit himself, movements that reach wide, She brought with her two fans-not "fans"-from her
strike down deep to make their impression to last upon church. One side carried a picture of Christ, the other,
the life of the time. Maybe there will be great revivals the advertising of a local firm. She was disturbed at the
when multitudes come together, the masses are stirred, lack of reverence she felt these fans encouraged-torn,
and in their penitence and "turning away" will be dropped on the floor, and even stepped on sometimesnoisy as they were once were. \'{! e are not of those who "What a way," said she, "to bring the Master before
believe that human nature has greatly changed, so pro- our children and young people!"
foundly changed that we do 'not still feel, deeply feel
Now that was a problem, a delicate one, too, since
when the occasion is adequate. There never was a time, the fans were a gift. Well, perhaps there is not so much
certainly in our recollection, perhaps in human history, she c'an do about it for this season, save a gentle remonwhen there were elements moral and spiritual better cal- strance when she sees a fan mistreated, or-well, some
culated to reach and stir us-when human nature was other excellent lady might tell her what. Just write us
more sentient-more pathetically volatile. \Vho shall your suggestion. WORLD OUTLOOK will pass it along
say there will not come again the stirring of great mass to the churches.
revivals?
Certainly before the manager gets in his fan order for
But that is only incidental. It is not the noise we need; the next summer, might she not take a committee with
it is the power, the same old power that was promised her and in her most tactful and courteous manner
before the Church was born and before the Spirit fell (really our friend has no other kind) ask him to send
down upon us at Pentecost. If we do not fail our Alders- good plain fans next time, or with some other decoragate tryst, many good people in the Church will renew . tion than a "sacred" picture, and give him her reason
their testimony, an atmosphere will come back in for the request. Surely no one could hold out against a
which our feeling of moral futility will depart, and request like that. We see the dear lady's point exactly,
there will come to us a sense of enduement for the serv- and we believe he would.
ice that surely lies heavy to our hands.
Let's install air-conditioning, but let's "scourge" from
Other churches will feel the power of it. If' ours is a the temple with gentle and loving protest this kind that
vocation, why should we use it for ourselves? If the gospel "hurts."
ment of the Crusade cannot' be too highly commended.
When our representative in one great field told the story
to a conference of other missionaries, they were incredulous, amazed. "How could a Board of Missions get out
of debt?" It seemed impossible. With our leaders and
our people we rejoice and to our God we give the praise.
It was what our chief pastors had said ought to come
back to the Church.
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How Young Missionaries
N this and following three pages is told the story
of that fine detachment of new missionaries the
Church is sending out to the foreign field as
the result of the Bishops' Crusade. Some have sailed,
some now sailing, and a few setting out in a few.
hours.
On the opposite page is a group picture of these
men and women, including the missionaries also of the
Woman's Section, and on pages ten and eleven are given
the pictures of individual missionaries with brief identifying sketches underneath.
On this page is an article nobody will want to miss.
The author will be as surprised as anybody to find it
here. We are using it without his consent or even his
knowledge. The editor found it in a glowing bundle
passing through his hands from the Foreign Office. In
the examination of missionary candidates the Foreign
Secretary asks each to "write a life sketch in the first
person in a simple, direct manner," and also asks that

O

each shall write out "the content of your Christian mes- .
sage, your idea of God, Jesus Christ, the Bible, the
Church, together with such other leading truths as you
would expect to embody in your message."
This parcel of personal "statements" had come to the
Foreign Secretary in response to these questions. The
one given below is intimately personal indeed, but so
forthright, so radiant with the light of a simple but
unconscious self-devotion, that we are daring to bring
it to light in the sympathetic pages of WORLD OUTLOOK.
And this "story" is given, not because it is so strikingly unlike the rest, but because it so fairly sets forth
the faith and devotion of the others. Friends of our
missionary cause in a time when our leaders in their
preaching and the Church in its urgent call are placing
such emphasis upon the experienc·e of the warm heart,
will be cheered by the "witness" of this dear young
misslonary.-E. H. R.

My Witness
By M. OLIN BURKHOLDER

I

CAME into this world to begin my earthly pilgrimage on July 20, 1910, in a large country home,
about three miles from the little town of Detroit,
Kansas. Among the many things I am very thankful-for,
the gift of consecrated Christian parentage ranks among
the first. My father and mother are both sincere Christians, and they endeavored to bring up all their children
"in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." In
spite of these religious influences, I had not accepted
Christ as my personal Savior. However, during a revival meeting in January, 1920, at a little United
Brethren church in Detroit, Kansas, I was soundly converted. This was a very real and a very rich experience
for me, and save for a brief period, I have known the
Savior's presence from then until now.
After completing my studies in the little country
school, it was decided that I should stay on the farm
for a year before going to high school. My father and
two brothers taught school that winter, and I carried
on the work of the farm with the help they gave me in
the mornings and evenings. Sometimes I grew weary of
my tasks, but for the most part I enjoyed that year of
work on the old Kansas farm.
The next fall I moved with Father and Mother to
Wilmore, Kentucky, where Father had secured a position
as principal of Bethel Academy of Asbury College. I
entered the Academy, and continued with my studies
until I received my diploma in June, 1929. During the

8
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four years in the Academy I had many very rich experiences. The religious influences there were excellent, and
I was given plenty of opportunity to develop along religious lines as well as intellectually and physically. I
took a.ctive part in class and social activities. I was president of my class in the sophomore year, and also in the
senior year. Then I was president of one of the literary
societies for two terms. I enjoyed athletics very much,
too, and took special interest in basket ball. I played on
my class team for four years, and was captain for two
years.
During these years I was growing in my ·religious
life, although at times I had rather severe temptations.
Moreover, during my senior year in the Academy I felt
the need of a deeper and richer religious experience.
During a revival meeting I was deeply stirred, and after
a period of struggle I made a definite consecration to
God, and by an act of faith I was made conscious of the
incoming of the Holy Spirit in a way that I had not
known about before. Since that hour I have been con- .
scious of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in my life,
and he has continued to lead and guide me.
While in the Academy I had frequent contacts with
returned missionaries and those who expected to be missionaries. There was a strong Volunteer Band, and the
matter of missions was continually stressed. I was interested to a certain degree, but did not consider the matter
seriously for myself. In fact, I rather drew back from
WORLD
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Look When They Sail .R.way

Readi/lg from left to right. Secotld row: A. W. WassoN, Dr. M. L. Smith (/lot saili/lg /low),
Rev. Paul Mitchell (Cuba), Rev. Charles W. Chapp('ll (Africa), Mr. A .. W. Ream (BI'azil) ,
Mrs. A. W. Ream (Brazil), Miss Sallie Lou MacKi/lnon. Third row: Mrs. Rllssell Lee
Miller (Brazil), Rev. Russell Lee Miller (Brazil), Mrs. Marshall W. Lovell (China), Rev.
Marshall W. Lovell (China), Rev. Marion Olin Burkholder (Korea), Rev. Inman Townsley
.
(Africa)

the idea of ever becoming a missIOnary myself. I
wanted to follow on in the steps of my father and be a
teacher.
After finishing in the Academy I returned to Kansas and decided to remain with my brother on the farm
for a year before starting to college. Many of my experiences that year were not pleasant, and I went through
many dark hours. However, the Lord was with me,
and I would have much time to meditate as I rode along
on the plow, disc, or other farm implement. One
morning the Lord seemed to be particularly near, and
I started thinking about the matter of being a missionary.
I began to feel that the Lord was calling me, but I
wasn't any too ready to go. Finally I made something
of a bargain with the Lord (in my own mind, of
course). I said that if I should go back to Asbury
College in Kentucky and should by any chance get
started going with a young lady who had a call to the
mission field, that that would be the final word for me.
Otherwise I would continue my plans for becoming a
OCTOBER
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teacher. (Rather a queer proposition to make to the
Lord, but it was such a one that I made.)
The next fall I entered Asbury College. I had a number cif social contacts and usually managed to steer
away from any young ladies who were particularly interested in missions. In my sophomore year, however, I
started going with a young lady and became quite attached to her. She had said nothing of expecting to be a
missionary, but almost out of a clear sky one day she
told me she felt the Lord was calling her into special
Christian service. This was a shock to me, for I recalled
at once the proposition I had made to the Lord out in
Kansas about two years before. Well, I had to face up
to the facts, and I could doubt no longer that God's
hand was upon me. After a few days of doubt and
struggle, I said yes to the tender wooings of God's Spirit,
and from that day to this I have never doubted that he
called me for foreign service. My whole outlook and
plans for life changed at once. I changed my courses in
college, joined the Volunteer (Continued on page 40)
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Rev. Marioll Olin Bllrkholder
Sailed for Korea A IIgllst 17

B

ORN near Detroit, Kansas, July 20, 1910. Son of Mr. and Mrs. George
B. Burkholder A.B., Asbury; B.D., Emory.
" . . . . As I look back over my life r see that God has been with me in
a marvelous way and that, indeed, he has directed my path. And I believe
that he has been preparing me for missionary service. He has given me an
excellent Christian parentage, a good physical body, a rich religious experience, a definite call to his service, an opportunity for special training and
education, and an earnest desire to labor for him in a foreign field. Thus,
during the last five years, I have lived and planned and hoped fon the day
to come when I should be on my way to a needy land where I could give
my life in devoted service to Christ and his cause. . • . ."

Rev. Charles W. Chappell
Sailed for Africa July 7

B

ORN in Meherrin, Virginia, May 12, 1912. Son of Mr. and Mrs. W. E.
Chappell. A.B., Hampden-Sydney; B.D., Union Theological Seminary,
Richmond.
"My Christian experience has been that of gradual development and
growth. Born in a Christian home, I have been told of Him since my first
recollections. I joined the Church when I was nine years old, and throughout the years Jesus has become dearer and dearer to me.
" . • . • A little cartoon, which may seem trite to many, came into my
life and carried home a deep message to my heart. It was a. colored woman's head and shoulders with a little baby strapped to her back made into
the map of Africa. The Continent of Africa is so shaped that of necessity
she was looking toward America. From her lips were flowing the words of
the Ethiopian eunuch, 'How can I understand except someone show me?'
As I looked at that picture, there was another question just as real and
vivid, although it was not in pen and ink, and it was this, 'What are you
going to do about it?' The more I tried to hide behind my sinfulness, unworthiness, and limitations, the more the question kept coming, 'What are
you going to do about it?' Great joy and peace came to my heart as I knelt
one day in college and said, '0 Christ, sinful and weak though I am, if
that is thy will for my life, I will go.' "

Rev. alld Mrs. Marshall W. Lovell alld dallghler,
Helell, sailillg for C/zilla early ill September

M

ARSHALL W. LOVELL was born in Pleasant View, Tennessee, November 16, 1907. Son of Rev. and Mrs. W. H. Lovell. A.B. and
B.D., Emory University.
" . • . . In 1929 I came into a very rich experience of Christian assurance. I was made most certain of the reality of God and the richness of
his grace. In moments of doubt and indecision I have often turned my
thoughts to the great spiritual liberation and power which came to me in
an hour of need. . . . . Along with other Christians, I share the conviction
that the world's greatest need is Jesus Christ and the rule of his Kingdom
over all of life. No other conviction would lead me to offer my life for
service abroad than that I; believe God wants to use me there."
Mrs. Eloise Groover Lovell was born in Cummings, Georgia, July 28,
1904. Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Groover. Graduate of Georgia State
College for Women and of Scarritt College. Married to Marshall W.
Lovell December, 1931.
" ••.• As a freshman in college I felt a definite call to missionary service.
It was in a small, quiet meeting of a Life Service Band one Sunday afternoon. After the meeting I went to my room with a strange, deep joy in
my heart, and after a season of prayer, wrote to my parents, sharing with
them the experience. Later I attended Scarritt in order that I might further prepare myself. I was not consecrated with the members of my class
because I wished to take still further preparation. . . . . Now as I turn
my face toward China, together with my husband and my little four-yearold daughter, I go realizing the greatness of our responsibility in witnessing
for Christ and' teaching his way of life."

10
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Rev. alld Mrs. Rllssell L. Miller
sailed for Brazil A flgflsl 7
DEV. RUSSELL 1. MILLER was born in Warren, Ohio, July 5, 1907,
..L~ Son of Mr. and Mrs. C. D. Miller. Graduate of Scarritt College.
Mrs. Susye Elizabeth Crawford Miller, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 1. J.
Crawford, Pomona, California. Graduate Scarritt College.
"Two great influences came into our lives which caused us definitely to
decide to offer our lives to our Church for the cauie of missions. One of
these influences was the local church of ~'hich we were members. The
other was Scarritt College. Both were dedicated to the program of missions and thoroughly sold on its purposes and ideals. It was extremely delightful and challenging to us both to become the recipients of an unfolding experience which consummated itself in our decision to ask our
great mission board to accept us for foreign service. Two years ago we
came to our decision and felt instantly that Brazil was the field in which
we could serve most adequately• . . . . As we leave we have a feeling of
gratitude and thanksgiving for the opportunity to serve in the place and
work for 'which we feel best fined."
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Panl D. Mitchell
r-c
Sailing for Ctlba probably in October
I
i

B

ORN August 29, 1912, in a Methodist district parsonage at Mangum,
Oklahoma. Son of Rev. and Mrs. Charles Fletcher Mitchell, A.B.
and B.D., Southern Methodist University.
HI united with the Methodist Church at Sulphur, Oklahoma, in 1919, at
the age of seven. Early in my school days I was possessed by the thought
that my life should be devoted to work in the foreign field. My call to
preach had in it the missionaty content. I made a vow to myself and to
the Lord that if he would sustain me and enable me to equip myself
properly, I would volunteer for missionary service. He performed his part,
and accordingly, by the time I received by B.D. diploma, my application
waS in the hands of the Foreign'Secretary of the Board of Missions. With a
feeling of personal inadequacy, and yet with a sense of profound trust in
God, I accept the appointment given me by my Church."

r
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........ Rev. Imnan Townsley
Sailing for Africa about September 30

B

ORN October 25, 1910, in New Orleans, Louisiana. Son of Rev. and
. Mrs. A. I. Townsley. A.B., University of California; B.D., Duke.
H••.. A few months before I graduated from the l,lniversity, something
happened to change my life. I discovered what I lacked and the one thing
needful to attain it. I needed to make the religion that I had received from
my parents and the Church personal and my own. Before my religion was
secondhand and consequently lacking in power and vitality. I had never
really completely surrendered my life to Christ. I had gone through the
form of doing this on several occasions, but when the inspiration of the
hour had passed, so had the decision. This time it was the master decision
in my life, transforming in its results. God became very real, close, and
personal to me. I eagerly turned to him in the quiet hush of the morning
before I did anything else. . • . . I now sought, not just to get by, but
perfection. My joy over the new-found experience could not be retained;
if I did not share it, I soon lost it in that it became less real and vital.
. . . . Ever since I have tried to pass on the spirit to others, and I look
forward to the time when I will be able to tell the good news to those who
have never had the opportunity to hear it before...•."
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Mr. A. W. Ream
Sailed for Brazil as contract
worker A ugtlst 7

•

B

ORN in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, June 12, 1913. Son of Mr. and Mrs.
A. W. Ream. Graduate of Westminster Choir School, Princeton, New
Jersey. Has served as Minister of Music in Evangel Baptist Church, Newark,
New Jersey, and later in Reformed Church in Highland Park, New Jersey.
H...• I Was brought up in a Christian home. However, my religion was
always something taken for granted until I left home and fended for myself through college. It was then that my Christian faith began! to develop
into the powerful motivating factor which it has finally become. It was a
gradual process of self-realization.•... When I realized what a need there
was in Brazil for improvement in the realm of Church music, I saw how
much more good I might do there than here, and that desire has been
increasing with the years."
.
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M,·s. Ethel Dawsey Ream

B

ORN Pacolet Mills, South Carolina, March 24, 1913. Daughter of Rev.
and Mrs. C. B. Dawsey, who went out as missionaries to Brazil soon
after her birth. Has spent major portion of her life in Brazil. Graduate
Westminster Choir School. Married to Mr. Ream in Princeon, June 9, 1935.
H..•• Ever since childhood it has been my desire to work in Brazil. I
have love and admiration for the Brazilian people, and I want to go back
and work with them in their efforts to build up and spread a true Christian Church throughout Brazil."
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Deaconess RlIth L. Bartholomew, worker in Negro College.
Dean of women, Paine Annex,
Paine College, A lIgllsta, Ga.

• -r

•

Deaconess Grace Gatewood,
C hllrch Worker, has served
the First Methodist Episcopal Church, SOllth, Shreveport, LOllisiana, since 1927

Deaconess Sarah M cCracken, R IIral Worker, .serves
in Scarritt Rural Training
Project, Nashville, Tenn.

,The Place of the Deaconess
in the Church
By LOUISE YOUNG

ALTHOUGH we find no mention of deaconess in the
early history of the church, the modern deaconess
movement dates from the revival of the office in
Germany in 1833 when Pastor Fliedner of Kaiserwerth
began to train young church women, for hospital service
and later for teaching and general parish work. The
movement spread slowly to England and to the United
States.
In our own church the office of deaconess was authorized by the General Conference in 1902, the Woman's Board of Home Missions being made responsible for
recruiting and training deaconess candidates. At Scarritt Bible and Training School a special course of training was provided, and Miss Mabel K. Howell was
appointed to the newly established chair of sociology.
From the beginning it was insisted that preparation for
the work of a deaconess must include not only a study
of the Bible and the rich heritage of the Christian
Church, but also the nature of contemporary society
and how best to serve one's own day and generation.
Today we have one hundred and sixty-eight deaconesses in active service; twenty-two have retired, and a
number of others have married. Many of those retired
and married are active volunteer leaders in local
churches. Our deaconesses are at work in church and
school, in city settlements and in rural communities, in

.fi.
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colleges and in kindergartens. They work among Americans and foreigners, Indians, Negroes, and among white
people. The church sends its deaconesses into mining
camps, textile villages, mountain communities, and cotton and rice sections, from Maryland to California, and
from Florida to Oklahoma. Every year there are more
requests for deaconesses than can be met, and the work
could be greatly enlarged if there were more young
women able and ready to serve.
The scope of the work of deaconess has broadened
with the more varied program of the church and the
larger place of women in modern life. The deaconess'
function now is to supplement the usual program of the
church in such ways as to meet needs that would not
otherwise be met, to reach unreached groups of people,
and to enrich the Christian nurture of the sons and
daughters of the church.
The greatest number of deaconesses are settlement.
workers in districts where churches are few and weak.
Thoughtful persons have been troubled to see Methodism, along with other Protestant church bodies,
gradually losing its membership among the poor, the uneducated, the small wage earners, the unskilled laborers,
and, to a certain extent, even among skilled laborers.
Only a few from these groups are found in the membership of our large and well-established urban churches,
WORLD

OUTLOOK

Deaconess Mozelle Ellbanks,
Otl fnrlollgh
Deaconess Margaret Marshall,
Head Resident,WesleyHOllse,
Nashville, Tetmessee

and strong churches are seldom found in the industrial
districts of our large cities. To extend the area of the
church into working men's neighborhoods, settlement
houses have been built, and there deaconesses have found.
new ways to tell the good news. They have become the
friends of whole families to whom they are neighbors,
and they have most endeared themselves to hard-working
parents when they have found a way to help their children. To teach little children merry games and absorbing stories, gay songs and good manners, is a sure way
to the heart of a tired mother working long hours in the
factory or at her own home, who, like good mothers
everywhere, longs for her children to have a happy,
healthy childhood and every possible help in preparation for adult life.
By their friendships among the young people many a
girl is helped to go straight, and many a young man
learns to prefer wholesome good times to drinking and
rowdyism, and often he brings his gang around to the
same point of view. This doesn't happen 'overnight, and
a deaconess must know how to welcome "rowdies" to
the settlement and how gradually to interest them in
something better. To be welcome in a house where gentlewomen live is to learn something of their way of life.
As one learns to know deaconesses better, one begins to
understand why they like to live in a settlement and
what it is that makes life full and satisfying to them.
She helps in the small church near by, she organizes
vacation schools and Girl Scout troops, and' at Christmas
and at Easter she tries to communicate to the whole
neighborhood something of the joy and the wonder of
the great Christian festivals.
If the settler;nent is among the Mexicans or Italians
or some other foreign group, the. deaconess renders a
double service· in relating thissoinewha~ isolated group
OCT 0 B ER 1 9 3 7

Deaconess Bessie Williams,
Settlement Worker in C etltenary Institllte, Nashville,
Tennessee

to the wider community and especially to the Christian
fellowship. Deaconesses in Negro communities carry
with them some of the warm personal friendliness that
is too seldom found nowadays between black and white
in our large cities. Sometimes by their evident courage
and devotion they soften the bitterness that rankles in
the heart of some Negro who has suffered injustice and
who has come to think that to a white man Negroes are
merely "niggers" to be used as the white man wills, or
at best "darkies" incapable of fine feeling and high as.
piration.
A newer and less spectacular service that deaconesses
are rendering is in sparsely settled rural communities
where churches and schools and· all neighborhood institutions carryon under difficulties, because ·thereare too
few people and there is too little money to furnish the
necessary support. Their work centers in the churches,
and their purpose is to interpret the Christian religion
as'co.ncerned with all that makes a community Christian, a better place in which· to live and to bring up
children. They drive sick people through 'the country
to the nearest public hospital, they organize vacation
church schools, P.-T.A.'s, missionary societies, young
people's divisions of the church, help crippled children
secure state aid, hold mid-week prayer services for the
pastor, teach mission study classes, and help in a hundred other ways.
And when a young woman goes to the city from this
rural community, looking for her first job, she may find
in that city a co-operative home for young working
girls, where a deaconess will help her to spend her money
carefully, to choose the right sort· of friends, and to
find her place as an active member of a city church.·
In Holding Institute and Valley Institute for Mexican
children, in our French Mission (Continited on page 41)
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In the patio of the Centro Social in Saltillo, Mexico. Center left is Miss Lillie F.
Fox, who is the Head Resident; center right is Miss Belle Markey. Both of these have
given long and efficient service. A t the extreme right and left are two Mexican
of the deaconess
young women who are being trained by them for the I' work
,

The Place of the Missionary
in the Church
By

J.

EARL MORELAND

HAD a visit with Stanley Jones the other day, and
it changed my attitude toward the church. I am no
longer just a member of a small church in my little
community. Rather am I conscious of membership in a world-wide Christian fellowship."
The speaker was a teacher in a Southern city.
As a result of his contact with the great missionary to India his conception of the church
and of his relation to it had undergone a farreaching transformation. Hitherto his interests had been local, limited; now they were
extended to embrace other nations and races.
He had taken on the mark of a world Christian.
The experience is suggestive of the place
and function of the missionary in our day,
as also of the great need for the sort of service which the missionary is rendering to the
church. The man or woman who is commissioned to serve in another land, while closely
related to the indigenous church in that land,
is no less closely related to the home church.
With the rise and development of autonomous

I
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churches in many mission fields today, the missionary is
made more conscious of< thiS" dual membership. He is
glad to be an active member and worker in the younger

Miss Helen M. Hodgson, as she teaches one of her English
classes at the Centro Social, Monterrey, Mexico. Note the
fine young Mexican group eager to learn the English language. Here is an instrument for international good will

WORLD OUTLOOK

:..: :.
Miss Manie Towson, Missionary to Japan,. is second person in right row. Her
father, Dr. Towson (retired m'issionary), is first in left row. This is a cooking
class in a mining section fifty miles from Dita. Most of the members are wives
of the officers and principal men of the several mines. Some of them say that
the meeting of this class is the greatest event of the month

church in the field where he has chosen to serve. He . university campuses; (4) attended and participated in
rejoices no less in the opportunities for service to the seven missionary conferences; and (5) taught courses
home constitu·ency. Through correspondence with home on missions and World Peace in four Standard Training
churches, through articles for the religious press, through Schools. He interpreted his responsibility to the work
reports; studies, findings, or books which he produces for here as of equal importance with that due his chosen
use in missionary cultivation, as well as through con- field. And that responsibility is greatly enlarged by the
stant labors while On furlough, he serves the church at extraordinary recession in missionary interest in recent
home. A missionary, who recently returned to his field, years.
makes the following report of his a~tiyities during the
The tendency of the church during the past fifteen
year spent in the home country: (1) he visited sixty- years has been increasingly to emphasize its local inseven churches; (2) delivered fifty-nine addresses on terests to the detriment of its planetary aspects, its worldmissions; (3) visited and spoke on thirty-six college and wide responsibilities. It is easy to assess the causes and
,7,',,"
. 'place' the blame for this tendency. Growing
.: .
""
criticism of the brand of Christianity prac"ticed at home and repeated inquiries into the
reason for the limited expansiortof the wor~
abroad have obscured our vision to the re~
inarkable accomplishments of the World Missibh l and dulled our senSe of world responsibility as Christians. The authoritative voice of
the furloughed worker telling of solid achievements, basic growth, and new challenges is
being heard by the church with renewed in.:.
terest. This is not surprising when the facts
are known. The worker from Brazil returns
and reports that the autonomous church in
that country has during the past six years experienced growth 46 per cent greater than in
any similar period in its history. The worker
from Mexico reports unmistakable evidence of
stronger, more sincere interest in religion
Miss Clara Howard (standing in rear), Holston Institute, Songdo, Korea.
there than ever before. And the ominous signs
She is in charge of kindergartens for the entire Korean Mission
~
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Miss Anne Herbert, R.N., of the Marga·
ret Williamson Hospital, Shang/zai, China

of gathering conflict in the Orient,
when rightly interpre~ed, are simply saying to us as Christians:
"Either Christianize these forces or
they sooner or later will engulf the
world in disaster." What folly to
think of localizing Christianity
when the forces of evil are so
world-wide in organization and activity! The message, the service, the
life of the missionary is repeating
constantly to us the imperatives:
"Go ye everywhere," "The field is
the world," "Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself." A furloughed
missionary, speaking at Lake Junaluska this summer, asked this ques-

illiss Kate Hack/Ie)', i/I charge of the
Kindergarten and nllrsery department
of Lallra H aj'cood Normal School
16
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Miss LOllise Best, Principal of
Celltelzario at Santa il1aria, Bt'azil

Miss Nancy Holt, of Brazil, editor
of Bem-Te- Vi, and one of its readet·s

ilfiss Ida L. Sh0l11l0n, teacher in Iiit·o·
shima Gir'ls' School, Hiroshima Japan

Miss Mary lIf. Tarrant, Missionary to Chi.
tla, and teacher in University of Soochow

tion: "Could anything be so
absurd or impossible as the effort
to localize Jesus and his message?"
Again the missionary finds his
place of peculiar service in the
home church as he presents to
Christian youth a challenge greater
than personal, local, or national interests. Youth today is very realistic concerning much· of life.
Young people conceive of life
problems as material for laboratory
experimentation. While such a
conception is of necessity fallacious
and its potential dangers all too
evident to maturer minds, youth's
demand for facts is highly com-

Miss Pearl MeCail/, China 1I1issiolla,.,' mId teacher in SlIsan B.
Wilso~ School, Sll1lgkianc, China
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Miss Margaret BilJjngsley, at Social
Evangelistic Center, Seoul, Korea

:

I

I
(.

Miss Hallie BI/ie, ,Missionary to
Korea, home on fl/rlough, 1936·3i

mendable. The missionary has the facts. He deals with
reality-with the healing of minds and bodies, with service inst~tutions, with ministry through science and
thought, with the redemption of individuals and of
society, with the building of a World Christian Community, with lifting all the levels of life. Realistic young
people, in o~r day as in the past, respond to such factual
appeals, to such factual living.
The missionary also serves uniquely enough as a link
between two nations and peoples. And, what is of far
greater importance, he links these peoples in the right
way and to right purposes. This he accomplishes through
the church and its agencies, and by interpreting the best
that he has discovered abroad to his homeland and people. How often our business representatives, returning
from residence in other lands, become the severest critics
of those lands and peoples! There are exceptions, but

Miss lone Clay, principal of Colegio Bl/enavista, Havana, Cuba

these serve only to reinforce the truth which was stated.
It is natural that business men should be interested first
not in interpretation but rather in sales. Consular and
diplomatic representatives likewise are obliged to follow
the established norms of procedure. Theirs is the duty of
visits according to protocol, the obeying of amenities,
the care of their fellow-countrymen, and commercial reporting. It follows that in this day we are strangely dependent upon missionaries for better interpret'\tion of
other peoples, particularly of those in less favored nations. More than to our often highly colored press and
magazine articles can we look to missionaries for reliable
reports and interpretations of the best which other peoples have to offer to our world civilization. The church
and the missionary are the true artificers of peace in our
world. Each needs the other for the completion of the
task. The church at home, (Col1.tinued on page 39)
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Miss Helen Rosser, R.N., Missionary to Korea, on furlough, 1936·37
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Miss Kate Cooper is a pastor in the
Korean Methodist Church. She is
dressed in Korean clothes which
she always wears when in the pulpit

Miss Mary Helen Clark, principal Cole·
gio A mericano, Porto A legre, Brazil
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Twenty-Two Years in Three Cities
By HELEN GIBSON

M

y twenty-two years of service with the Council

was a thrilling adventure from beginning to end.
Nine years were spent at Kingdom House, St.
Louis, four years in New Orleans, and nine years in a
downtown church in Chattanooga. Retirement has not
brought surcease from service, for work seems to find
me wherever I go.
I can never f0rget my initiation in the old saloon
building on the corner of Eighth and Hickory Streets
in St. Louis. The boys were organizing a brass band.
Second-hand instruments had been purchased, all in different keys, and they were out of tune; and when they
played it was pandemonium, but to me it sounded like
a symphony. I thought of the possibilities in the lives of
those boys. At long last I was in the work to which I
had been called and for which I had been trained. I had
now a laboratory to work out all my high-spun theories.
What a story those four walls of the old saloon could
tell-first, one of degradation; then, one of redemption
and victory over evil.
At Kingdom House we worked with' both the individual and the environment. Possibly the outstanding
feature' was one of co-operation with other agencies 'of
the city. ;
,
Shortly after entering the work, Kingdom House was
moved taa large colonial house with spacio~s grounds
and a building on the far end of the property that had
been used for' a' school. The first floor of this school
building we 'used fora chapel and the second 'for a
clinic and the Boys' Club.
'
We tried to make our'settlement attractive~ Copies of
only the best' pictures were on the walls. Sometimes we
had traveling art exhibits. The factory girls' lunchroom
was made as attractive as possible.
. Becaus~ of the congested district, we fea~ured a neigh,.,
borhood parlor where young people coplcl1l1eet; 'under
right conditions., Tpey I~Yed Kingdom HQ,~se and called
, it!heir «home pl~ce.'" They scarcely gave, Wi t,ime to eat
our meals. Often th~re were from fifty tq §.~v~n.ty-five
persons in our parlor aI}d library.
',
We have lived to se~'results in the w-oJ;k."A; number
ha.ve been married and~ moved to other parts of the city
aI\4 joined other churches ~11;d, .from being n~aI;',liabili
ti~~, have become an asset and blessing to the city.. A
numh~r volunteer their service~ to Kingdom Hou,~e. .A
girl who married well loves to use her big limousine
when c'ars are needed for any purpose at Kingdom House.
Some of the girls' ;ire graduate n,urses, one is a deaconess, ariother~~';~r ml\sician and teaches children in Ol,1r
district.
i . i
We did not hesitate to ask for the best"for our work.
The most outstanding Bible teachers came to us and
musicians gave of their services. The best florists of the
city sent flowers for our, Sunday services and when our

,:h,1;'
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pastor was away we supplied the pulpit with men like
Dr. Henry Stiles Bradley.
I have just touched on the high spots of our work in
St. Louis but must hasten on to New Orleans. Having
worked with the German and Irish people of St. Louis,
it was a decided change to serve the Latin people of the
Old French Quarter of New Orleans. St. Mark's Hall
was housed in an old rented building on Esplanade Avenue. I was charmed with the artistic and historic setting,
yet realized it was very unsanitary for the hordes of
people crowded in the tenements which were once palatial homes. The little dark-eyed children were:;- very win- ,
some. Sometimes in a single group we would have
Italians, French, Spanish, Filipinos, Chinese, Cubans,
Mexicans, and children from various South American
countries.
My task was to get the work organized for the new
St. Mark's Hall, to be built on Rampart Street. We
worked along the same lines as in St. Louis and lined
up with all the social agencies of the city.
The clinic was an outstanding feature of St. Mark's
HalL The faithful physician often gave up good-paying
patients to come to us. I think he felt repaid, for when
a particularly rare and interesting malady was found, in
his excitement, he would send for me and ,explain the
case in detaiL We often had from seventy to eighty-five
pritients in 'a single clin,ic, and it was a motley crowd,
awaiting their turn in the 'old patio. They adored the
doctor. ;We had a drug station in our building which
was a great asset. If for any reason the nurse was not on
duty, 1 had 'charge. I would begin at one o'clock and
work until seven in the evening, organizing the crowd,
keeping patients in line, so that not a moment would
be lost.
',' Centenary, Chattanooga, was a downtown church
\vith 1:wenty;£our hundred members;' it was a delightful
place to serve. An outstanding feature was to keep the
relief work of the church construative. This was somewhat of a feat to accomplish, because pastors are proverbially tenderhearted.
Soon after going to Chattanooga, it was my privilege
to take a course under H. Augustine Smith in the use
of fine arts in religion. This was one of the great joys of
my life. I had left the art world behind when I became a
deacon,ess and was continually feeling the call to it, and
now I was learning to combine art with our religious
programs. It is a long story but contin~es to be, a joy to
me in my work in Tampa. I feel that the Lord's work
deserves our best efforts and should not be done in an
ordinary way.
Incidentally, I feel that the work has done more for
me than I have contributed to the work-the friendships
along the way, the opportunities of service, the association with persons of all classes (Continued on page 39)
WORLD. OUTLOOK

Miss G
om grad(
$cJlool (11
~led for
Watts, wi
iecond fil
Ibc pione
bthemo'
~ld aided
r.~a Orpl

r:ian Mel
[look ba,
1Jt recall
~OUs."

ationship
.
utorg1a,
~

MISS MILDRED BOMAR
Miss Bomar went to China in 1892. She spent
sixteen years in Huchow where she tauO"ht in the
Virginia Schooi for four years helping to get the
school started and putting up the buildings.
During her period of service in Huchow she conducted day schools, evangelistic work, and was
secretary-treasurer of the, Huchow District.
After the reorganization of the China Mission
in 1921f.Miss Bomar was elected secretary-treasurer for. woman's work for the whole inission.'
She continued in this office until 1926, when she
returned to America because of ill health. Her
present' home is located at 1105 Eighteen th
Avenue South, Nashville, Tennessee"

MISS LAYONA GLENN
s Glenn has the distinction of being the
raduate of the Scarritt Bible and Training
I (1894). In August of that same year she
for Brazil in company wi~h Miss Martha
:, who was returning to that field after her
1 furlough. During her years of service
ioneered in many fields. She was known
mother of the Brazilian missionary society
ided greatly in establishing the Anna GonJrphanage, now an enterprise of the BraMethodist Church. Miss Glenn says: "As
, back over the years spent in Brazil I do
:all a time that seemed humdrum or monot"
In 1934 she received the 'emeritus re,hip and retfred to her home in Conyers.
ia.

MISS VIRGINIA ATKINSON
Miss Atkinson went to China in 1884 in
company with Miss Laura Haygood. Practically all of her service of fifty-three years
has been given to Soochow. She established
a large school for boys which is now known
as Atkinson Academy.
She also opened
'DavicisonSchool for girls. She has worked
with Bible women and served in out-stations.
,Miss Atkinson was made an emeritus missionary in 1927, but returned to China and'
still itinerates and takes an active part in the'
woman's missionary work. She lives, in
house built for her by her Chinese ffiends at
170 Yang Yoh Hang, Soochow, Ku, Chin,a.

a

A Group of Deaconesses and Missionaries
Who, After Set".ving Efficiently for Numbers of Years,
Have Taken the Emeritus or Retired Relationship

MISS MARTHA PYLE
:s Pyle went to China in 1892 in response
:all from Miss Laura Haygood for young
n teachers in China. Her outstanding
e was as' principal of the Laura' Haygood
I, in Soochow. Numbers of Chinese women
~ere pupils in this school are now serving
country in prominent places. She was
pal of McTyeire for four years arid served"
~ristian Literature Society as a member of
Iff for a number of years. Miss Pyle is
etired and ,lives at '718 Linwood. Kansas
Missouri,

~

MISS CLARA STEGER
Miss Steger went to China in 1892. Her first
work was in Shanghai, where she pioneered
in the graded primary school. In 1907 she
Was appointed to the Virginia School in
Huchow, acting as principal for thirteen
years. She resigned in 1921 devoting much
of the remainder of her years of service for'
the Boord .of Missions to evangeiistic work
'and Bible teaching. Miss Steger is now an
emeritus missionary and still lives in China.
where she continues to find a great field of
service.

MISS ELIZA PERKINSON
Miss I'erkinson was appointed to Brazil in
'1895, where she served for thirty years. She
retired in 1925, but in 1927 was called in'to
the -, office of the Foreign Secretary, Miss
Esther Case, in Nashville to assist in office
work. She remained until after the death of
Miss Case and for two years of -the adminis'
tration of Miss Sallie Lou MacKinnon, successor to Miss Case. In 1934 for health reasons
she left the office and now makes her home
at 903 Douglas Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee,

MISS EDITH PARK
Miss Park began her missionary
work when she was too young to be
accepted, by teaching in the school
now known as Holding Institute, Laredo, Texas. She remained there until 1913, when she went into Mexico.
She Eerved in Colegio Roberts, Saltillo,
except for intervals on account of revolutions, until 1934 when at the meet- .
ing ·of the Council, she was given an
. emeritus relationship. .Since that time
'she has continued to make her home
in Saltillo.

MISS IDA ANDERSON
Miss Anderson began her teaching career as
. assistant to her uncle in English classes in
the school that was the beginning of Soochow
University, Soochow, China. In 1902 she
was accepted by the Woman's Board of
Foreign Missions and from that time until
her retirement (1933) was under regular appointment.
Miss Anduson pioneered in
evangelistiC work which ·she describes in her
own words;· "To me whether in homes,
schools; hosPitals. or social service. it all became evangelistic service."
In 1909 she
OPC!1ed work in, Wusih. a mill town near
Changchow. This· work has .been developed;
. into a live social center. Miss Anderson's
horne is at ,952 N: State Street, Jackson.
Mississippi.

:. DEACe
MISS LELIA ROBERTS
,';i!iss KCI
Miss Roberts applied to the 'Woman's Bo ~~, 51.
of Foreign. Missions for acceptance as a r
sionary in 1887, which was before the establ ·41!l hal!,',
t191J3. gtYl
ment of the Scarritt Bible and 'Training Sch
She was in Mexico when she, was accepted . , liOn for t
twas COl
gave to. the church over forty years of con:
~ Vial BI
. utive service. Even dUring ·the worst of
f.m she Sl
revolution period, she stayed in the homel
for only Ehort periods of time. Her outstanc iil her 01
contribution to the missionary enterprise ' :~e'!he we
made in Saltillo. The school she served Cl' ~Ioyed b,
to be known as .Roberts College. It wa3 on.' II retired
the most influential in the· country and, e •.~. Calif,
Illie Trini
though, because of Mexican laws, thesd
has been closed,' one meets everywhere lu(, b1lli, Los,
among women who were trained in that sch
Miss Roberts is an emeritus missionary
resides in Bonham. Texas.
.

.'j"
MISS .EUNICE ANDREW
Miss Andrew went to Brazil in 1907
and' returned to the homeland in 1937,
after thirty years of service. Colegio
Centenario at Santa Maria, Brazil,
opened its doors in· March of 1922, with
Miss Andrew as its dire:tor. She re'remained in this same position for fifteen
years. Some of her former pupils traveled
two. days by train to be present at .the
celebration· of the fifteenth anniversary,
when· Miss Andrew was shown great
. I)onor~on the eve of her departure.

DEACONESS MATTIE· WRIGHT,
Deaconess Wright .is the pioneer deaconess
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. She
graduated from Scarritt Bible and. Training
School in 1898. Her first, appointment was
Waco, Texas. She afterward served in ·Los
Angeles, St. Louis, and Houston,.always pioneering. She was consecrated to the office of the
deaconess in 1903 in the first class of five. She
was the first ,to whoin the' bishop (Bishop
Hendrix) granted the order. Miss Wright retired
in 1918 and lives at 14t2 Silver Lake Building,
Los Angeles, California. .
.

DEACONESS IDA STEVENS
Miss Stevens, though born .in the
United States, came from Canada to
the South and was consecrated as a
deaconess in the MethOdist Episcopal
. Church, South in 1907. Since that
time she serired 'almost continuously
as a church deaconess until the time
of her retirement in 1934. '

i.,i,

" I ,;-

,'.'

f:I,
J'
I

r
~

..

DEACONESS MABEL KENNEDY';
,Miss Kennedy joined' the Centenary
:hurch, St. Louis, Missouri, in 1899. She
)egan half-time work in that
church
10,1903, giving the rest of her time in preplI'ation for the work of a deaconess. ',In 1905
Ihe . was, consecrated' by Bishop Galloway.
~e, was appointed to Centenary Church,
where she served for twenty-five ye'ars. This
~s her, only appointment.
DUring this
tiine"she worked with sixteen other persons
~ployed by this church, and eight pastors.
She retired in 1928 and now lives in Pasadena, 'California. She is an active member '
in the Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, Los Angeles.

same

DEACONESS ETHEL, JACKSON."
,
MisS Jackson writes: "I remember the charge
when I was consecrated; 'Minister to the poor,
"care for the' sick, provide for the orphan, con:fort the sorrowing, see1c the wandering, save
the sinner.' Little did I dream then it meant
being a good businesswoman, able to be man
of the house as well as mother of thousands."
, She wasfor years the head of the Mary'Elizabeth
, Inn in Sail Francisco. She continues: "I liked
being teacher; and playing' preacher when the
pastor 'was away:- I have had a good time, a
happy time. When my retiring days came I had
a 'long coveted desire fulfilled in visiting the
Oriental mission fields. 'And now 'I am having
a' good time, keeping busy, doing my bit." Miss
Jackson served for over thirty years ~d now
lives in her own -little home in Mill-- Valley,
California.
~.:..-

i: '

DEACONES~ HELEN GIBSON
Miss Gibson had three outstanding ap'pointments: Kingdom ,House, St. Louis,
, Missouri;, St. Mark's Hall, New Orleans
Louisiana; . and Centenary, Ch1,1rch, Chattanooga, Tennessee. She entered ,upon her'
chosen work .in 1908, and continued to
serve until 1929,'at which time she'retired.
She, makes her home in Tampa,Florida,
'and continues to find much to do that is
worthwhile for ,the' .Kingdom. In this
picture, Miss Gibson wears the costume
~sed ,in the early days of the deaconess
'movement.,
'

.~.

DEACONESS MARIA ELLIOTT
Miss Elliott entered the work in 1904.
Her 'first appointment was to the Homer
Toberman Home and Hospital in Los'
Angeles. In 1913,the hospital was closed
and Miss Elliott helped establish a new
work among Mexicans. She was then
transferred to Lexington, Kentucky, to
,take charge of a boarding home for working girls: She remained here until her
retirement in 1932. , Of the present she
Says: '''I am spending these happy retirement years in a lovely home in California under the auspices of the Woman's
Home Missionary, Society of the Methodist EpiScopal Church, in company' with
Miss Mabel Kennedy.
The home
is known as the Robincroft Rest Home."

,

DEACONESS ELIZABETH TAYLOR',
Miss Taylor entered' home missloI1
work in 1903:' Her ,first appointment"'
'~ was to Birmingham, Alabama. SinceiC • that time she' has given widely varied
,t service in ,<1 number of 'appointments
i; as pastor's assistant, settlement worker,'
l'
and djrector of a co-operative home
;- ,for working girls. 'The work she did
• -,with a group of Mexican girls in San
!. \~Antonio' proved the nucleus of. the
I;
Wesley House ·in that .'city.Miss
" Tayl~r retired in 1933.

..

.

DEACONESS MARY: HASLER
Miss Hasler was cons'ecrated' in
1914. Her first appointment was at
Biloxi, Mississippi, where she served
the foreign people working in the
oyster canneries. Most of her term
of service was spent' with foreignborn 'people, including Mexicans and
Cubans. After giving eighteen years
to the work of a deaconess she retired
in 1932 because her physical strength
was not equ~1 to ,her strenuous tasks.

Deaconess Mamie Robinson (in
front of car.) This is a familiar
scene; as she drives ljbout two
thousand
miles each month,
taking the pastor and church
members to hold services on
the circuit. Her work at present
extends from Austin, Texas, to
Waco, Texas

Below: Miss Allie Cobb (standing). She is directing· the children who are taking advantage
of the opportunities of the reading room at People's Central
Institute.. Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Deacortesses·· and';~ lOn,
I

Miss Clara" Chalmers (center) discusses plans· and
programs with a
group of her native.
teachers in the office of the principal,·
Colegio. Irene To-··
land, ·Ma tanzas,·
. Cuba.

Deaconess
Daisy
Ritter at her desk
in the Vashti School,
Thomasville, Ga.,
for
yOWlg
girls
above orphanageagt;

,;

._----------------------------------~==~----------

A kindergarten teachers' meeting at Lambuth jo Gakuin,
Osaka, japan. Miss Margaret
Cook, for many years kindergarten-missionary teacher in
japan, is center back.
The
nurse is giving instruction in
first aid

Below: Miss Eva Louise Hyde,
(seated center) principal of
Colegio Bennett, Rio de janeiro,
and a committee making plans
for the enlargement of the school
into a junior college

ionaries at Work
Deacones~
Alice
McLarty (standing
at left back). She is
head of the Bethle-'
hem Center, Nashville,Tennessee,and
this is a group of
mothers perfectin g themselves in
handiwork.
The
president of the
club stands at extreme right

Mis.~
Frances B.
Moling at her desk
in the office of the
principal, Colegio
Eliza Bowman,
Cienfuc:gos, Cuba

Deaconess Caroline Porter at the
wading pool with a group of her
m:iRhborhood children, Homer Toberman Mission. Los Angeles, California
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Missionaries in Active Service
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'Mi~s Charlie Holland, Palmore Woman's

Miss Anna Bell Williams, Lambuth
Osaka, Japan

English Institute, Kobe, Japan

r,~

Jo Gakuin,

Miss Ellasue Wagner, Evangelistic
Center, Songdo, Korea,

.
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Pearl L. Hall, R. N., SanaPalmore, Chihuahua, Mexico
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Miss Lillian Knobles, Davidson
Girls School, Soochow, China

Miss Lydia Ferguson, missionary
\.
to Brazil

'A Group~of'Missionariesin Active Service"
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Photo by Ray Studios, Chicago'

Miss Ruth Lawrence, Wars9w, Poland

Miss Catherine Parham, Congo BeIge. Africa

Miss Susie Peach Foster. Korea
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Photo by Bon·Art Studios. Inc.

Miss Annimae White. Congo BeIge. Africa'

Photo

Miss Ethel Wil1iamson. Colegio Buenavista.
Havana. Cuba '

br Arti, Wanaw, Potaoil

Miss Sallie Lewis Browne,' Warsaw. Pols'
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My Work

•

In

China

By VIRGINIA M. ATKINSON
CAME to China in 1884 with the party in which
Miss Haygood was our leader. Our boat was the old
"City of Peking." We sailed from San Francisco
October 18, and after what the sailors termed an unusually smooth passage, reached Yokohama November 7.
The next day was my twenty-third birthday. In those
days the trans-Pacific steamers proceeded from Yokohama direct to. Hongkong, so after three days sightseeing in Japan, we sailed from Yokohama on the slow,
but pleasant, side-wheeled steamer, the "Hiroshima
Maru," and after making pleasant stops at Kobe and
Nagasaki we arrived in Shanghai November 17.
I. had no Bible training preparatory to coming to the
field, for there were no Bible schools in those days. My
preparation for work was received in a home which
was devoutly religious. All my training for church work
had been in conducting a village Juvenile Missionary
Society which I loved with my whole soul. This experience with wide-awake, lovable, and loving children
prepared me in a way to love and win Chinese children,
since my first appointment in China was to Shanghai
day schools.
, After almost five years in Shanghai, spent mostly in
the day schools and in evangelistic work, I was appointed to the same kind of work in Soochow. During
one period of time my strength was spent on as many as
ten schools scattered over the city. These schools were
small, and all were conducted in small Chinese houses.
Visible results from many of them were small. However, there was much encouragement connected with
those on the west side of the city, where there was little
being done except in our day schools. I was conducting
all of these scattered schools from my home near the
east wall of the city, which was most inconvenient. I
felt that I was not adequately reaching the constituency.
I realized that I must get closer to my work.
With financial help from the general treasury it became possible to rent a large hundred-year-old Chinese
residence into which the Chinese workers, my coworkers, four of the day schools, and myself could be
'moved. This was the beginning of the much-talked-of
West Soochow Circuit. The house contained more than
forty rooms, and after the necessary repairs, which included chimneys, windows, floors, and ceilings, were
made, we moved in.
Our West Soochow Church, which has been selfsupporting from that small beginning, had its start in
that hundred-year-old Chinese house, which became our
home and center of work through the influence of Dr.
W. H. Park and the rich landlord, Mr. Lok. We lived
and worked in this house for eight years when God
thro~gh the generosity of the Woman's Missionary
Council gave us Louise Home, which years', before had
been built at N ansiang for the Misses Rankin. At ,Miss

I

OCTOBER 1937

Richardson's suggestion this house was moved on boats
from N ansiang to its present site in our West Soochow
compound. We were loath to leave our Chinese home
where God had so signally blessed us in the work. However, we needed larger and permanent buildings for our
growing work.
Space forbids that I should relate in detail the circumstances which prevented us from renting unsuitable
houses and from buying unsuitable land for our West
Soochow work. God prevented and provided, and we
could not doubt that he was leading. The work grew
phenomenally. Building after building was added to
accommodate the expanding work. The accommodations
for the Embroidery Mission were added as needed.
;Davidson School was firmly established with teachers
as needed. We had no trouble in getting students.
From the time of my arrival in China, I could not
endure the sight of little children hobbling around on
bound feet. Our boarding schools would not allow
bound feet, but the pupils were few in comparison with
those in the community outside. In the day schools
children were brought to school often on the back of
servants and transferred direct to seats made for older
students from which their small mutilated feet had to
dangle in the air for hours with no footrests. My heart
would have broken if I could not have helped such
pitiful situations.
Far-seeing women, both Chinese and foreign, were
b,eginning to feel the pitifulness of such a condition,
and I was moved to ask Miss Margaret Cook, of Japan,
to receive two of our young women into her Kindergarten Training School in Hiroshima, Japan. These two
young women, on their return ran a fine kindergarten
in connection with Davidson School. A kindergarten
training school was soon opened. This school grew until
students from many provinces were enrolled. It was later
moved to Soochow and was amalgamated with the Laura
Haygdod Normal.
The boys' schools which were in the old Chinese house
with us became one institution. They have their own
building and their new.name is Atkinson Academy. The
school is now self-supporting. It was probably the first
of our Southern Methodist schools to buy its own land.
The Centenary of our church in the United States of
America gave us a church building in 1924, and these
schools rally round the church as the center of religious
activity.
:
In 1916 I began to do itinerating work in the Changshu Zone, and later had the Tai-Tsang Zone added. For
a number of years I made my home in Changshu and was
very happy to have a part in that work.
At the time of my last furlough in 1927, having
reached the retiring age, I was given an emeritus certificate, but having been in- (Continued 011- page 39)
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The Missionary Il1lperative
for the Church Today

dis

wh
By EDWARD SHILLITO

Scene: AU)I cburcb in any place, 1937 A.D.
Pl'eacber: Do you think you could lend a hand in the
missionary work of the church?
Member: I might. You must not think I have no interest in missions, but there are so many
thingsPreacher: That word "might" ra:·ses some questions. Is
it all that can be said?
Meniber: I cannot see what more can be claimed. This
is one of many good things which the
church may doPreacher: "May?"
Member: Yes, may do, if its members have sufficient
interest in it.
" . " a strong enoug h wor d;l.
Preacher: Ismterest
Member: If it is not, what is strong enough?
Preacher: Passion. With passion· there goes, not may
and might, but must.
Member: I see your distinction, but would you please
tell me why I must do this thing? If you
can show me this, you' can count on me.
And the answer which the preacher gave runs somewhat along these lines:
E certainly need a bridge in these days by means
of which we can pass from MAY to MUST. Or if
this be put in another way, interest is not
enough; we need passion. There is a distinction between
the work which lean take up and lay down according as
my interest grows or wanes, and the work which I must
do, because I have been captured and I am held by a
love which is constraining and will never let me go. We
want passion, for nothing else has power enough to
carry through this divine enterprise, and passion speaks
in the imperative mood.
We remember the Church of the Laodiceans in the
New Testament records. Once it had been a great
church. It was to the Laodiceans as well as the Ephesians that St. Paul wrote his most profound letters. It
was only a great church, as Dr. Moulton showed,
which could be counted worthy ~f receiving the lette~s
to the Ephesians and the Colossians; and we know that
these were read "to the Laodiceans also." A generation
later they appear again; now they are NEITHER HOT
NOR COLD. The old passion' had died down. Interest perhaps had taken its pla'ce. But interest was not strong
enough. Neither hot nor cold !More is needed than that·
to provide driving power' for the people' of God, called
to bear witness in all the world. It is not of something
which we mayor may not do we are thinking, but of
something which we MUST DO.

W
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This we must see as an imperative for ourselves in
the year of grace 1937. WE, not St. Paul, or Carey, or
Judson. They HAD to go, but have we? It would be
useful to set down the precise words which Carey and
Judson used; we might copy the appeals which Won the
lifelong devotion of the Hawaiian Pilgrim, or of Thoburn, who lived to see a new Church of God arise in
India; and we should probably discover that on the deepest level of all there is an unchanging appeal from age
to age. 'ryhe Son of God loved me and gave himself for
me." St. Paul said that; St. Francis and Ramon Lull,
John Elliott and Asbury, Livingstone and Coillard would
have used the same words. And there is no doubt that
Dr. John R. Mott and Dr. Sherwood Eddy in these
days would make the same confession. The love of Christ
contains men in the year 1937 as in all the earlier ages.
But the old things have become new to us.
It is not unreasonable for the man of today to put his
own condition of mind before us, and to invite us to
speak to that condition. After all it is he who must go.
out into all the world-he with his own knowledge,
which has brought new problems-he with his new setting of ancient fears and terrors-he with his own world
in which so much has been shaken and so much may yet
be shaken. It is this man of 1937 who must go out, not
into any world considered in an abstract way, but into
.this world of 1937 with its new alternatives before the
nations and with the network of roads between these
nations, into this world at once so vast and so compact,
so separated into sections and yet so amazingly unified,
so remote and yet so accessible. Such a man has not to
ask why he must go into the world of the apostles, but
why in the world ot which he reads in his daily newspaper. He has not even to deal with the world which
was before the first great International Missionary Conference at Edinburgh in 1910, but with the world so
swiftly transformed, and' therefore so strangely made
ready for the release of the mighty "heart-shattering
secret" of God's way with us in Christ Jesus. Much has
been changed since 1910.
'
We may bear our witness in this world. But is there
any particular reason why we MUST? Why WE must?
Let us ask ourselves what there is in the Christian
gospel which MUST be offered to this world.
We can look at what is called in the New Testament
"the time," for we are still called to redeem "the time."
"Redeeming the time for the days are evil." It is a pity
that we cannot use the word which St. Paul uses b-ecause
it expresses precisely what we mean by the "occasion"
which today. presents.
But "this time" must be studied. We must know the
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world as it is in its spiritual needs in 1937. We must may give place to an age of quiet in which little change
know it if we are "to redeem," buy up "the time." The will be discerned. A thousand years may be as one day.
time is not a date in the calendar of earth, but a moment The characteristic quality of this occasion, this "time,"
in eternity-in the life of God.
is that it is clearly ani age of disturbance and movement.
At the same time we must go back to the gospel to We use many figures of speech to describe it. Mankind
discover again how it holds within it the lost word has struck its tents and is moving, but whither? . . . .
Streets are up in every direction. Some think that it is
which many are seeking-all are needing.
Of the people of this time, as we see them, we can say an age of transition before a last disaster overwhelms
with certainty that their need is desperate and urgent. our civilization. Some believe that it is an age which will
Not that all of the fifteen hundred millions of human be- herald a new beginning for mankind. But all observers
ings are aware of the changes in the world scene. Not that agree that it present~ a situation which will not last.
everywhere all men are crying, "What must we do to be Those who have anything to say, or anything to do,
saved?" But those who lead the way in every country must be quick.
Choices will be made in this "time," which may deterare in such desperate need. They are uprooted out of
mine
the conditions of those who will live in other times.
their old inheritance. They have not found any new
abode for their spirit. Their lot must excite compassion. It looks as if there were a call to us to act boldly and
It is a fact to be taken into account that in the same without delay, not only for our own sakes or to win our
world in which we pass our days there are a countless own souls, but for the sake of that Divine Purpose, in
which for a brief time we have our part to play. It is a
number who are homeless.
There is an urgency, not only in the call of the home- wonderful drama for which we are cast, and not by any
less, but in the challenge of the host who are arrayed choice of our own we are summoned into it at a critical
against the Christian church in every land. Christianity moment. Much hangs upon our answer. We MAY! But
is never understood better than in the hour of conflict. there are occasions in which more is needed than that.
"Woe is me, if I preach not the good news!" If St.
In the storm the Lord himself draws near.
When the fight is fierce, the fine man does not say Paul felt that in his day, can we feel it any less in ours?
that he MAY take his place in the ranks; he MUST. "To Would he have been less urgent now!
"The Church is the Fellowship of the Called, the
the young gene'ration," as Dr. Mott says, "there is nothHearers,
the Obedient, the Awakened, the PRAY-ERS,
ing like the attraction of hard things. Here also is the
the Hopers, and Hasteners." If we accepted this definisecret of victory."
There is urgency too in the call of those who are our tion, we should be in a better position to understand
fellow-members in the new Church of Christ in the why we MUST GO. We should know the difference beEast and i"u the South. There is a call for what Dr. Basil tween interest and passion.
CALLED! But we cannot be called unless a Voice has
Mathews calls the "new alignment." In his vivid and
first
arrested us. HEARERS ! We cannot hear unless there
authoritative book, Shaping the Future, he writes:
"N 0 longer is the center of gravity in the West-in is a Divine Teacher whose will is given us. OBEDIENT!
Bel£ast, Dublin, or London, in Berlin or Paris, Toronto We cannot obey unless we are commanded and awakor N ew York. The center of gravity has sWung out· ened. We pray when we make our answer to the Reacross the world; it is within the church which is rooted deemer. We hope when the God of Hope has come to us
in Asia and Africa. Those who go out from the West to and rescued us. We hasten when "'(reare drawn into his
the East and the ~outh must go out (and they are still eternal purpose, and serve it without delay and without
required in great numbers and of the highest quality) rest.
Everything depends upon our re-experiencing once
not to dominate and direct but to sit down with Asiatic
and African Christians as friends and comrades, and to more the certainty of God in Christ Jesus. We are in a
work out in fellowship a new life for the church. The tim~ which demands much from us, and there is no place
for delay. But we are powerless to give what is needed
new alignment, first, is from giving to sharing."
This is how we are to think of our fellow-members and to give it now unless we are once more taken up with
of these churches which are one with us in Christ. They all that we are and can be into the Christian gospel. Let
are on the same one front of the world; they are fighting new words be found by aU means; but if the gospel rests
the same good fight against the same enemies. It is an on something done, it cannot be left behind.
\Vhen the representatives of the churches of the West
urgent matter that we should not desert them. There is
and East met in Jerusalem in 1928, they sent forth a
no MAY about this.
But why this urgency TODAY? Wii} not TOMORROW declaration of the Christian Message which still deserves
bring us the same occasion? There are some warnings to be read and pondered. One or two phrases from it
which we must not forget. When our Lord spoke of the , will show how helpful it is to those who are seeking to go
work that must be done while it IS DAY, he added, "the inward into the heart of the Christian gospel:
night cometh when no man can work." There is an end
"Our message is Jesus Christ. He is the revelation of
to such an occasion as this which is ours today. The what God is and of what man through him may become
night will come. Or, in other words, this age of tumult .... Jesus Christ in his life and through his death and
an,d conflict and opportunity will not go on indefinitely.. resurrection has disclosed to us the Father, the Supreme
If history follows its custoinary way, the age of upheaval Reality, ·-as·· AhnightyLove: . (Continued on page fS)
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Spiritual Life and Message
·11 Meditation on the Cross
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By JAMES MYERS

D

o I think of bearing the cross merely in terms of patient endurance

of the inevitable suffering and sorrows which come to me in the
course of my life? Does not this fall short of understanding one
of the deepest meanings of the cross? Was not the cross of Christ a voluntary assumption of the sufferings of others; an identification of his very
life with the interests and well-being of those less privileged than himself? Though existing on an equality with God, he counted not/privilege
and power things to be grasped, but took upon himself the form of man,
suffering with humanity even unto death, yea, the death of the, cross.
Do I measure my personal religion by this test?
Am I content with the condition of the world in proportion to my own
good fortune, the happiness of my family, and the welfare of the economic class to which I happen to belong?
Or have I voluntarily identified my interests with folks less privileged
than I am-with the poor; with the unemployed; with those who live in
slums; with child laborers; with workers in the factory and on the
farm; with women who toil; with Negroes; with oppressed peoples
throughout the world?
Let me pause and think of the lot of each of these. As I meditate now
before the cross of Christ, I do resolve to learn, by personal contact and
study, more than I now know about what life is like for the least of
these, his brethren.
In humility, I ask myself: <tAm I as truly distressed over their situa;tion
as though it were my own"?
Am I prepared to say: <tSo long as there is a lower class I am in it; so
long as there is a soul in prison I am not free"?
Am I personally happy only as my life contributes something to increasing the measure of justice, and the possibilities of the good life
for those who are now less privileged than myself? Am I bearing the
cross?
,:
Do I have in me that mind which was in Christ Jesus?
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One of the new prayers in the second edition of Prayers for
Self and Societ)· by Rev. James Myers, Industrial Secretary, The
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America. Association
Press, New York. 15 cents per copy.
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The Council on a Christian
Social Order
By ALBERT E. BARNETT
T was during the summer of 1934 at Lake Junaluska that a few interested persons discussed informally the formation of a wholly' voluntary and
unofficial group within the M. E. Church, South, whose
primary interest would be to explore the application of
Christian principles to contemporary social problems. A
larger number of persons gathered in Atlanta in February, 1935, effected a temporary organization, and
planned a church-wide meeting for Junaluska for July
18,19,1935.
At that meeting, a permanent organization was perfected, a constitution and by-laws adopted, and the first
annual program presented. The second annual meeting
of the Council took place at Junaluska July 28-31, 1936.
The third such meeting of the Council was held at
Junaluska during July 25-29. Each ot the three sessions
has witnessed an increase of interest and attendance, and
each has been characterized by a strengthened conviction of the significant role the Council may play in the
life of the church.
At the recent meeting, as at all earlier meetings, the
unofficial character of the Council was stressed. Persons
attended and became members as individuals. They represented only themselves. The atmosphere thus created
lacked the sense of restraint which "institutionalism"
imposes. There were no "findings" and no "pronouncements," but rather a free and searching discussion of
problems under consideration in the light of the experience of each person who felt he had some contribution
to make to the thought of the group. The stated purpose
of the Council is "to work toward the discovery of the
full social meaning of the gospel and toward its application to the social order," and this purpose determined
the program and the spirit in which it was carried out.
The method of procedure was a platform presentation of a given subject each evening at the Assembly
Auditorium. On the following morning, the speaker
presided at a forum discussion of his address. This discussion was held in the assembly room of the Mission
Inn from nine to· twelve o'clock. The afternoons were
used for the meetings of the Central Committee of the
Council where business and organizational matters were
taken care of.
The emphases of the recent session of the Council
can best be stated by the subjects presented by the several
speakers. Ministers invited by the Council preached at
the two services at the Auditorium on Sunday, July 25.
Dr. W. P. King, editor of the Christian Advocate, occupied the pulpit at 11 A.M. and spoke on the theme,
"The Social Implications of the GospeL" Rev. Albert
E. Barnett, a member of the faculty of Scarritt College
in Nashville, preached at the evening hour, using as his

I
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subject, "The Necessities of Life." Both speakers urged
that no distinction be drawn between the gospel and its
social application, but rather that the application of
Christianity to modern group life be understood as the
wholesome and desirable expression of faith in a Christlike God.
Dr. Arthur E. Raper, of the faculty of Agnes Scott
College in Atlanta, was the speaker on the evening of the
twenty-sixth. Using as his theme, "The South's Landless Farmers," he drew a vivid picture of the plantation
system, both in its good and its evil aspects, and condemned it on the basis of its wastage of the soil and the
p~ople who tilled it. With the fervor of an evangelist,
he laid it upon the conscience of Christian leadership in
the South to find a system of tenure and ownership for
those who work the soil that will conserve natural resources and establish a sounder basis for the moral and
spiritual life of the section.
Dr. George S. Mitchell, of Raleigh, North Carolina,
regional director of the Resettlement Administration,
spoke at the Assembly Auditorium Tuesday evening,
the twenty-seventh. He described the nation's most
valuable assets as its "human resources and its land resources." Speaking on the theme, "Resettlement and
Farm Life," he outlined the work of the Federal government through the Resettlement Administration for the
improvement of farm life in the South. He warned of
the dangers involved in a misuse of the land and urged a
concerted educational program on the part of the school
and the church for the development of a better system
of land tenure and a more intelligent conservation of soil
resources.
The series of addresses came to a logical climax with
the address of Dr. W. A. Smart on the evening of the
twentieth-eighth. Dr. Smart's subject was "The Mission
of the Church with Reference to Social Problems." Proceeding from the assumption that the Christian objective is the establishment of a society on the earth whose
pattern is a "family of God," he showed that the church
must necessarily "create a tension between its own ideals
and the society of which it is a part." Without assuming
an air of infallibility or presuming to dictate techniques
for social renovation, "the church must insist on social
values." He urged that Christians consider no problems
solved "until it is solved in the light of the spirit of
Jesus Christ."
All persons in the church whose interest is stirred by
a program such as is here described are invited into the
membership of the Council on Christian Social Order.
Such an interest and the payment of annual dues of
$2.00 are the only conditionS' of membership.
[ 395 ]
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Let Me Tell You a Good Story
T his story wi/bil1 a story comes to us fl"Om the Rev. Josepb Paul
Bartak, of Prague, Czechoslovakia, al1d il1 the picture shows
Bishop Arthur J. Moore seated before the micl"Ophol1e il1 Prague
telling 110t ol1ly his Methodist and other friends il1 the Czech
coul1try, but his mal1Y friel1ds over thousal1ds o{ 1l1-iles by land
and sea il1 America, bis impressions from the lal1d of Johl1 Hus

(

n

y duties carry me into several nations of the time when many are placing their hope in sundry forms
~orld, but there is none outside of my own
of dictatorship, here is a nation which, like unto my
where I feel more at home than in Czecho- own, remains true to the ideal of democracy as a governslovakia. This is my fifth visit to this historic land.
ment of the people, by the people, and for the people.
From the first I have felt that I was among friends. Here one breathes the atmosphere of tolerance and freeAny American would
dom which permits
feel at home here, arthe various systems of
riving in Prague, the
thought, economic, pocapital city. His train
litical, and religious,
brings him into Wilto stand or fall on
SOI1 Station from which
their own merits. I athe walks up Hoover
tribute this to the culStreet. In a lovely park
tural heritage which
facing the station he
found here itS first
sees a worthy mo.nug rea t exponent in
ment of Woodrow
C h a r Ie s I V, the
Wilson, that gallant
founder of the U nidefender of democra-.
versity of Prague in
cy and good will
1348, and so nobly
among nations.
carried on by the leadAmong the things
ers of today.
that have especiallyimThe natural beauty
Bishop Arthur J. Moore before the microphone in
Prague,
Czechoslovakia,
on
Jrme
21,
at
7:40
P.M.,
pressed me as I have beof the landscapes, the
Central Standard Time, speaking on this "annivercome acquainted with
fields covered with
sary of the beheading of the twenty-seven noblemen,"
in response to a request from' the local authorities
Czechoslovakia is its
growing grain, the
history, which is not
majestic mounlacking in profound
tains and friendly forpathos. I am thinking of John Hus. I have seen the ests, stretch before one's eyes as a changing panorama
humble dwelling in the southern part of Bohemia where of loveliness. Although Czechoslovakia .. today a modhe was born, I have stood on the spot of Bethlehem ern industrial nation, throughout the country may still
Chapel in Prague where he preached and seen the im- be found antique castles and ruins of city walls which
posing monument on Old Town Square. I have stood are silent landmarks of the days of knighthood and
reverently in front of the City Hall on the spot where feudalism.
the execution of twenty-seven noblemen took place iIi
One is impressed with the treasures of art to be found
1621.
in the various museums and castles. I have seen here a
Here one l~arns of Komensky, the last bishop of the Bible printed in the Czech language 'twenty-nine years
Moravian Church, known even better as John Amos before any Bible was printed in English. Most of all,
Comenius. He is one of the first authorities in the science however, I am impressed with the people of Czechoof teaching, and I think one can detect a direct philo- slovakia.
sophical link between these heroes of the past and the
Everywhere there are sincere, liberty-loving, friendly
builders of this young, virile Czechoslovak republic.
folk. Here the past is filled with the proud history of an
Recently it was my high honor and privilege to have aspiring people. But the people are not grieving for a day
an interview with the brilliant and courageous presi- that is dead, but are living in and for a day which has
dent of the republic, Dr. Edward Benes, and to be re- just been born. The present is crowded with industry and.
ceived into the home of ex-President Thomas G. Masaryk achievement in every worthy realm of life and the fuin Lany.
ture destined to bring an ~ncreasing share in all the conI am more and more impressed with the fact that at a structive work of the world's life..
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The Missionary Society
him we-all who will, everywhere and in all agescan become the sons of God, the first-born of a new
Christian Missions. (See leaflet.)
Worship and Meditation: The Bridge Builder. (See creation.
meditation below.)
That was one way in which the author built a bridge;
Scripture: John 1: 1-14.
and in this task he was one of the missionaries who
have always done this very thing. They are doing it
now. In India there have always been bhaktasJ who
The Bridge Builder, the Scale
have preserved the language of personal love for their
of the World
gods. They have been in conflict with the pantheism
If the world of mankind is ever to become one in which has been the bedrock of Hinduism. Today there
faith, there will be need of many bridge builders. Gulfs are Christian thinkers, Indian and Western, who are
divide men from each other, old gulfs and some new. claiming a hearing for Christ from such bhaktas. All
Men belong to different ages; they use different words that the Indians had desired and sought can be offered
and images to express their thoughts. One such bridge to them and how much more in Christ Jesus. There is a
builder was St. John; and the Gospel of St. John is beautiful book on St. Augustine, written for Indian
among other things a bridge across the gulf, which was readers, in which that great saint is described as a Chrisin danger of separating the Christians of A.D. 100 from tian bhakta. One of the noblest of Indian Christians,
the first company of believers.
Tilak, said that he had found a bridge to Christ over
In his noble poem, "A Death in the Desert," Brown- the poetry of a bhakta of his country, Tukaram.
ing pictures the aged St. John recalling his memories
All missionaries are bridge makers, for all of them
of Jesus. What would happen when there was no <;:me have seen a vision of a world united at the feet of Christ,
any more who could say, "I saw Him"? What therefore and at the same time have seen a world divided in
could he, the aged disciple, give to the people in Ephesus thought and in longing and in :lction.
about A.D. 100, two generations after Jesus had ~ied
It was for St. John not simply a task of finding a new
and risen again?
language. He had to do something more than that.
"What has this Lord Jesus to say to us?" they were ask"To me that story-ay, that Life and Death
ing in Ephesus as they ask in Calcutta and Tokyo and
Of which I wrote 'It was'-to me, it is:
Cairo today. He lived a long time ago; he called the
-Is here and now: I apprehend nought else.
Is not God now, the world His power first made?"
Jews to his service; they failed him. \Vhat has that to
do with us?
To him "what was, is." But how could he show the
It is a question with which every missionary must be
Ephesian Christians of A.D. 100 that what was, was still
familiar. How can he answer it? What was, is. How can
the living reality? He must build a bridge. That bridge is
he so tell the story of Jesus that it becomes a story not of
called by us the Gospel of St. John. What was-the story
one age but of every age? How can he interpret the
of the Incarnate Lord-must be made available for those
gospel so that it becomes the common word for other
who had never been in Jerusalem and had never been
worlds, which also God loved?
accustomed to use the thought forms of the Jews. The
He can do this best of all by making use of this Gosbridge was needed if that Word was to be made the
treasure not of Jews only but of all men in all ages. The pel to which the Christian heart has always been drawn
earthly Life of Jesus must be so told that it could be- by~bonds which cannot be broken. In it he will discover
come the offer of more abundant life to all men at all what the world is, and what the world is to which it is
sent. If it could be understood in Ephesus A.D. 100, it
.times and everywhere.
When we read this Gospel we are looking upon two can be understood today.
If we read through this Gospel, what should we say
panels of a picture at once. We are in Jerusalem about
of the scale upon which it is planned? It is the scale of
A.D. 3 0; we are also in Ephesus, a city in Asia Minor, in
A.D. 100.
In that Greek city the language of the tbe world.
Greek thinkers is well known. It may be that the unIt is a world in which man has never been forgotten
learned man did not know very clearly what the by the Lord of Light. It is a world judged by the Cross.
word Logos meant (St. John 1: 1), but he knew it It is a world redeemed by the only begotten: Son of God.
was a household word. Scholars knew it as a counter- It is a world in which Christ is uplifted, and will draw
ill' their dealings with the problems of thought. How all men unto him. Yet it is the world in which there is
could the Christian teacher speak to the Greeks in darkness as well as light, death as well as life. In such a
Ephesus without using their language? \'{That had he to vision -as this St. John sees all men drawn together. To
say about the Logos, but that "the Eternal Being, Mind, tell of all that he has seen he uses this bridge. If that
Will, Character, Purpose, and Love of God were revealed bridge stood firm for those who received it at the first,
perfectly in the human life of Jesus Christ"? Through it stands firm ,for us. If Jesus, (Conti11ued on page. 38)
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ffThe Ki1tgdol1t of Heaven Is Like Unto Leaven Which a Woman
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OREIGN and Chinese missionary workers listened
with great enthusiasm to the address of Madame
Chiang Kai-Shek, which was read by Dr. Wu Yi-fang,
chairman of the National Christian Council, to the eleventh biennial conference, held early in May. Owing to
the Generalissimo's illness, Madame Chiang could not
be present. From the address, printed in full in the
North-China Daily News of May 7, we give on these
two pages interesting excerpts.

The Church in China

B

EGINNING her remarks with a reference to the
churc:h and its connection with the prese,nt situation
in China, the First Lady said:

One thing that society asks of the church is that it shall
show men how to meet the pressing problems of their day. In
the midst of a poisoned social atmosphere a strong religious
faith should act not merely as a gas mask to protect its wearer, but it should also be as a cleansing breeze that gradually
changes and purifies the dwelling places of men.
We are met hereto consider the relationship of the church
to the present environment in China; to remind ourselves that
the church can no longer stand apart from the development of
modern China. The whole of the Chinese nation is on the
march. The church must march with it. Beacon after beacon
is being lighted across the country, warning the people that
they must arise to attack the strongly entrenched social evils
of our day, and to help usher in the new order oft things. The
bugle call of the New Life Movement is sounding clearly in
the dawn of China's new day.
, One critic of the New Life Movement has said, "The real
question of the masses is one of livelihood, and the New Life
,Movement has done nothing about it." I want to pass that
challenge on to you, that'together we might share its responsibility.
In the summer of 1933 I received an invitation to Jom a
discussion group at Kuling on the subject of Christians and
Communism. At that time I found Christians willing to discuss these problems of livelihood in a rather academic way, and
I became convinced that somehow we should be more practical
in the application of our faith. The National Christian Councillater co-operated with the Government in organizing eleven
rural experiment centers in Kiangsi where young men and
women from Christian and other colleges might take the lead
in studying and trying to solve some of the most pressing
needs of the farmers. It has been a source of great satisfaction
to the Generalissimo and myself that the church has united
with us in the rehabilitation of recovered Communist areas. We
hope this is merely a beginning in this great field of improving
the life of the people••.•.

Missionaries and Native Workers
ADAME CHIANG mentioned the splendid work
of the missionaries, but bewailed the lack of
trained native workers, asking a significant question-

M

As my husband and I have traveled over many provinces,
we have met devoted missionaries, living far away in the in34
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terior, bringing new life to,the communities that they touch.
We have been astonished at tbe absence of talented, moderneduc.ated . C.hines~ ,men and women, either supporting these
heroiC miSSIOnarieS, or carrying on similar activities in like
needy areas. Is it possible that modern trained Chinese Christians lack the stuff of which; missionaries are made? Are we
in the position of accepting ~ll the benefits of the Christian
faith without caring to accept the responsibilities and hardships?
'
At the very heart of our faith is hardship, endurance, suffering, a cross. Without them there cannot be any Christian faith.
I have frequently heard the Generalissimq remark that Christ,
as a young man, willingly gave up his life for the cause and
tha~ we shall not be able to solve o~!-",own great problems
until more of us are ready to do likewise. That is why he
feels that Christianity is a revolutionary faith, and that every
man of faith, in such a world as ours, should'be revolutionary.
If my observations are correct, and 'you ciu;e to accept my
suggestion, I think this is the time and ,place ~to go into the
question as to whether or not we are ready" to endure all that
may be involved in being good soldiers ofJe;~ Christ, engaged, not in some rearguard' action, but in the main battle of
our day.
,"
In this age of grim necessity, when the utmost qualities of
men and of nations are on trial, to have a robust Christian
faith means that we shall never give iIi. This age will be
changed in the proportion that our faith, personality, and
enthusiasm soak into it. Just as we deduce the value of medicine from its effects, so we appraise the quality of our faith
from its moral effect upon ourselves, and upon society.
What we need today is to feel certain about the call of God
and to make some decisions at the price of our comfort, and
if need be, of our necks. Perception and actio~ must go together. Weare called to translate our faith into the life of
~~~

'

Like the sleeping beauty in the castle,' surrou~ded by high
hedges of thorns, China, has at last been awakened to live in a
new and wonderful 'world of progress. In this new world the
church has a large prace to fill, providing that it is willing to
move forward and to endure.
" , ".',
,

Closer Co-operation'"
. .

S

HE bespoke a closer co-operation betwe,en the younger churches ,of the East and the older' churches of
the West.

One singular thing about our Christian faith is that it is
not merely a social creed, but a revelation from God. There
is no such thing as revelation of itself, for revelation consists
always of .the fact that something is revealed to us. In our
day God is revealing himself anew in the needs of society, and
impressing upon us the need for social action on our p<trt.
Let the younger churches of the East and the older c)1Urches
of the West unite in a grand effort to bring New Life to the
people of the towns and villages. As in 'response to the seasons, the trees have borne their fruit and the fields their grain,
so the new China has responded to seasonable co-operation
from the churches of the West. I wish, on behalf of the.Generalissimo and myself, to voice an invitation to still closer cooperation through the activities of the New Life Movement.
One of the outstanding examples of co-operation between
WORLD OUTLOOK
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Thy Will Be Done
Took and Hid in Three Measures of Meal Till It Was All Leavened"
church and government is to be found in Kiangsi..•.. The
church has demonstrated that it; is willing to loan some of its
men for work in this vast field of rural reconstruction, the
edge of which we have scarcely touched. The Kingdom of
God is real indeed when it can be brought down to life in the
villages of war-torn Kiangsi.
Yet another place where church and government have been
developing co-operation is in the health plans for the nation.
Such co-operation need not concern itself with correct doctrines and pious aspirations, but with China's ancient heritage,
with sacrifice and love for our fellows in His name.....

Modernizing China

T

OUCHING on the more abundant life brought
about by the new order of things, and the attitude
of the people toward the change, she said:
In China we are rapidly introducing these modern ways of
living to our people, and they are accepting them without
question. The Apostle Paul dignified the whole physical life
of man when he said, "Know ye not that your bodies are the
temple of the Holy Spirit?" A more comfortable physical life
is desirable for all, and not merely for the privileged few.
Surely it is one of the responsibilities of the followers of Christ
to see that New Life is put within the reach of all.
The status of women has been raised wherever the Christian
faith has become known. Not so long ago mission schools in
China had to offer girls free tuition and spending money to
induce them to accept a modern education. It is to the lasting
credit of the missionaries that they used every means to get
girls to study.
Now these trained women are at the heart of many of the
movements working to improve the living conditions and the
status of their sisters throughout'the provinces. Their faith is
already in action. Let us carry our co-operative program between New Life and the churches, for the improvement of
the life of women and children, into every village and hamlet throughout the land.
The Christian church throughout the world is rich in
finances and in consecrated, enthusiastic youth. Let us concentrate some of these resources upon the great need of our
day... : .

for personality did not stop with an interest in individuals.
Be was deeply concerned with the welfare of society, and
talked incessantly about the Kingdom of Heaven, wherein
dwelleth righteousness and justice' for all.
The totalitarian state will not meet with much response in
China so long as it continues to exalt the state at the expense of the individual and to crush personality in its fanatical
drive toward establishing authority. The New Life Movement has definitely rejected all forms of regimentation as
being opposed to the principles of Dr. Sun Yat-sen and as
betraying the Chinese people into the hands of those who,
in their innermost souls, respect not personality and the
rights of individuals and groups.
The Chinese people have always had a mind of their own
and will continue to think for themselves. They can cooperate only with those who understand their culture, their
sense of justice, and their Jove of freedom. Chinese society
has within itself the germ of a new life, but it needs direction
and a deeper religious faith. The new China will arise upon
foundations already laid by oUl.: ancestors, and not upon the
current "isms" of our age.

Regenerating a Nation

B

ECAUSE of the trend of world events, in some circles there is a tendency toward discouragement,"
said Madame Chiang, "but our Christian faith will cease
to be when we can no longer believe in the regeneration
of a nation."

The primary interest of Christianity is not systematic knowledge, known as theology, nor yet philosophy, though it may
include these, but the relation of a personal faith to the men
and women around us. One thing we must do is to' find
the point of contact between our faith and contemporary
life. The need of our times should determine our perspective.
God, who all down through history has spoken to men
through revelation, can, through his Holy Spirit, speak to us
here. When he speaks, we will know, for it will both convince the mind and satisfy the heart. In discovering the
need for regeneration, and the resources at hand for meeting
this need, we shall be drawn and carried along as on the crest
of a great flood.....
Two striking things about Christ are that he lived what he
preached, and he had faith that could remove mountains. We
The One Thing Needful
shall need both these qualities in increasing measure if we are
ADAME CHIANG emphasized the part religion to carry through this breath-taking venture of pointing the
way to a new social order. The New Life Movement asks us to
is to play in the desired well-rounded life, saying: live up to the highest principles known to man, and to move
"The Generalissimo and I both feel that a religious faith forward in faith. Both call for positive action on the part of
. essentla
. I. . . • ."
individuals and society, and are well within the realm of our
IS
Christian experience. . . . .
Without it education is incomplete. The nation is in great
The beginning of the Christian life is really a "radical and
need of leaders, in all walks of life, who have Christian ideals' permanent moral change wrought in the spiritual nature," and
of service, and who live up to them.
commonly referred to as the New Birth. "A change in the
)'he Y.M.C.A. and the Y.W.C.A. have been in the front growing purpose, reformation of habits and life, and continualine of leadership and have slowly, through the years, been tion by the Holy Spirit of new ways of living," this is New
pressing upon us the necessity of a change in our manner of Life from within and the right place to begin the regeneration
living. These two associations are considered one of our great- of a nation. In a very large measure this part of reconstruction
est aids in giving youth a zest for New Life.
is pre-eminently the work of the church. Then let us do it
We must c0nstantly remind ourselves that Jesus' respect together, the New Life Movement and the church.

M
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Jal11es Marshall Skinner
l:I.n l:I.ppreciation

I
h

By URA LEVERIDGE

AT

the meeting of the Woman's Missionary Council the Mexican people. Their welfare seemed to be his highin San Antonio in April, 1922, I first met Dr. est interest. He worked early and late. Many times I
Skinner. I had heard incidentally that I was to have seen him in the office before breakfast, "keeping up
receive appointment-my first-to Holding Institute, the corners," for nothing escaped his eye. His power to
of which school Dr. Skinner was the superintendent. A turn United States coin into something elastic in nature
mutual friend introduced us. From the first I admired was really almost uncanny. He spent much time with
him, he was so tall, portly, and kind, and decided that groups of students, guiding them in their personal lives.
the Council was being kind to me to choose him as my In so doing he endeared himself to them, and many can
first superintendent. The years that followed proved that look to him as their spiritual father. Since he has gone
first decision to be correct.
from us, many ex-students have spoken to me about
what
he meant to them personally. One of the most
1. arrived at Holding Institute in Laredo, Texas, August 29, 1922. A dreadful flood had damaged the grounds common things mentioned by them is his "chapel talks
and buildings, and things were not all in place, but Dr. and advices" and how his manner of entering and leavSkinner was here. When I got out of the taxi, he carne ing the chapel impressed them of his reverence for things
from the dining-room to meet me. After we had talked of the spiritual.
a bit, he took me to the matron and asked her to take
For seven years it was my privilege to work with Dr.
me to my room in the Annex-now Skinner Hall. When Skinner. One of the dearest memories is the gracious
I had rested a bit, I was to corne to his office.
and cordial manner in which he received us when we
The impressions of these first chats led me to admire went to the office or upper porch just to visit. I usually
his human, intellectual, and spiritual qualities. The dea- left the school building between five o'clock and half
coness who was to have the high school English was not past, and as I left, would drop by the office tor a little
corning after all. He had to learn my qualifications for chat. The day did not seem quite complete without it.
the position, for he had already made application for He never seemed too busy to listen to any chatter, comaffiliation with the State Department of Education. Al- plaint, or business. These little visits brought about a
though my training met the requirements for teaching closeness and a fellowship that teachers and superinEnglish, I felt uneasy about undertaking it with foreign tendents rarely have. I have often thought that his abilchildren, and told Dr. Skinner how I felt. I shall never ity to be so close to the teachers and yet keep his own
forget his words of encouragement: "The task is here dignity so as to command our respect must have been
for you. As the woman of old, perhaps you have corne somewhat akin to that of the Master with the twelve.
for such a time as this. r think you can succeed if you Although he has been away from Laredo for eight years,
will put forth the effort. It is no disgrace not to know I cannot go to his favorite niche on the upper porch
how to explain the intricacies of English to Mexicans, without feeling that he and Mrs. Skinner will corne out
but for you it would not do to remain not knowing; I soon. Out there the cares of the office were put in the
know how you feel,. for I have been along the way and background, and his conversation was full of witty,
can help you." Lo.oking me straight in the eye, he said, humorous sayings and phrases. Bedtime carne all too
"When you are in doubt about the explanations, corne soon.
to me; I can help you, or we will do it together." SomeIn the eight years since he left Laredo, he has conthing in his manner and tone made me believe that we tinued to counsel and guide many of us by letter. One
could. I was in doubt about several things-English, of the girls who is now a teacher said to me one day:
Bible, and other things not in regular school work-but "I ·had a letter from' Papa Skinner. Do you know he still
I always found him ready to help me with the question thinks r am a little girl, for he was giving advice in rein hand, and also to give help concerning future prob- gard to my work and conduct." It was this fatherly
lems. The help was given in a manner that made me feel characteristic of his that led so many of the children to
free to go again.
call him "Papa."
In that year Dr. Skinner had to train several new
Before corning to Holding Institute, Dr. Skinner had
teachers, as well as the new deaconess, and in the first been connected with both church and state schools for
faculty meeting he told us what Holding stood for, and a number of years. His business qualifications were such
gave advice-not dictatorial commands, but good sound that business firms of Laredo and other places took note
advice-on our conduct both on and off the campus, if of them. Since his death more than one business man
we wished to succeed. He and Mrs. Skinner had been here has spoken to me of the pleasure he had in dealing with
for nine years, and we were impressed with his love for Dr. Skinner. His work as (Continued onpctge 39)
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Word has come to us from Mrs.
D. V. York, of \'{Teston, Oregon, that
her husband passed away on March 26
at his Oregon home. Brother York is
the father of one of our missionaries,
Mrs. C. A. Long, of Brazil, and on several occasions has contributed to WORLD
OUTLOOK. Mrs. York has returned to
their former home in Altus, Oklahoma.
Of Brother York's work she says: "That
western country was reported to us as
hard religiously, and we found it so.
He said it was the hardest work of his
entire ministry. But he was used to the
hard places in life, and he enjoyed the
opportunity of preaching and saving a
few souls, and he went as he wished,
'out of the harness.' "

sage, signed by the Secretary of the National Christian Council of Japan, Dr.
Akira Ebisawa, makes it possible
categorically to deny the report which
has been circulated.
On May 10, 1937, Circle Number
Ten of Park Street Missionary Society,
Atlanta, Georgia, conferred upon Mrs.
Mary M. Connally a life membership to the \Y/ oman's Missionary Society.
Mrs. Connally is the oldest member of
this organization, having worked in the

The World in a Word

T

0}

In his letter to the editor on June 22,

Dr. Edward Shillito, Essex, England,
a frequent contributor to \VORLD
OUTLOOK and author of the meditations for the Missionary Society for this
year, gives us a little pat on the back
with these words: "It is always a great
pleasure to read your paper, which seems
to me one of the most readable as well
as seeable of papers. Some papers I
look at, others I read. I imagine that
you will make the same distinction. I always look forward to it and am proud
to have a part in it." Thank you, Dr.
Shillito, and may we return the compliment by saying that your part in WORLD
OUTLOOK is one of the things that
make it so readable.
Under date of June lOin the Chicago
Tribune appeared a circumstantial article reporting that Mrs. Kagawa was
suing Dr. Kagawa for divorce. This
dispatch has been copied in other papers around the country. The Foreign
Missions Conference has cabled the N ational Christian Council in Japan for a
statement of the facts. A cable reply
has come as follows: "False report.
Concerns entirely different person.
Toyohiko Kagawa and wife unitedly
serving Christ as before."
This mes-

1904. Shortly afterward she was made
Editor of the Woman's Missionary Column of the Wes/eyan Christian Advocate, and was later made Conference Organizer and Secretary of Home Missions
in the Atlanta District.
She has served as president of her
home Missionary Society at Park Street
and as General Chairman of Mission
Study, and has taught Bible Study in
the circles for a number of years. She
is serving in that capacity at present.

Mrs. Mm'y M. Comwlly
Life Member W.M.S.

\Voman's Missionary Society for over
fifty-five years. Her father, Rev. J. F.
Medley, from the Western Virginia
Conference, was a delegate to the General Conference when· i.t convened in
A tlanta in 1878. Mr. Medley made one
of the strongest appeals for the recognition of the Woman's Missionary Society on the Conference floor.
Mrs. Connally came to Atlanta in

HE Korean Methodist Church has
launched a campaign to secure ten
thousand members, each of whom is to
pay one yen a year to the Department
of Evangelization for the missionary
work in Manchuria and for extension
work in Korea and aid to the weaker
circuits. Special members may pay such
amounts as they are able and willing.
There are over sixty thousand Methodist people in Korea; over a thousand
responded to this call early in January.
The Church is also emphasizing personal evangelism, by which it hopes to
secure ten thousand new believers during the year. ~ That "ninety per cent
of the people of Japan are against the
present undeclared war between Japan
and China," was the statement made at
the Friends' World Conference early in
September by Seiju Hirakawa of Tokyo,
according to the Christian Science
Monitor. Mr. Hirakawa further told
the Conference, which held a week of
meetings on the campuses of Swathmore and Haverford Colleges in Pennsylvania: "The present invasion of
China by Japan is motivated by a militaristic clique which is trying to protect the Manchoukuo experiment. This
experiment has thus far proved a colossal failure. Japan is spending much
more money in Manchoukuo than she
is getting out of it."

By the time this issue reaches our readers, most of them will have seen in their church
papers the appeal from Bishop llrthur 1. Moore, the General Secretary, and the two Foreign Secretaries of this Board for funds for relief work in the China war zone. It is understood, of course, that response to this appeal is purely voluntary, but any who have
not as yet contributed, and who desire to help---and we believe that as facts are brought
out in the daily dispatches the number will increase---may send their gifts to either of the
Treasurers of this Board, who will forward them without a cent of cost to assist in the
. relief which must be given to save life and to give shelter and food to the afflicted people.
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which the imperative of the Christian
mission cannot do better than read again
(Contitmed from page 33)
the life of Albert Schweitzer.
Here we see the facts of this human
the Word Incarnate, was brought to the
But there is bridge building still to
scene
which make their appeal to the
Ephesians as their own, he is also ours be done.
EDWARD SHILLITO
sensitive spirit. Schweitzer early in life
A Bible study, The Way of the Witnesses, by
an d he is f orever t he Contemporary 0 f Edward Shillito, is recommended by the Worn- had it brought home to him that privian's Missionary Council for use in auxiliary
aII men, an d t he Savior 0 f aII w h0 re~ classes. Price. 50 cents. Order from Methodist lege carried with it the obligation to
ceive him.
¥~~~~hing House, 810 Broadway, Nashville,
serve. The sight of the figure of a Negro on a statue at Colmar awakened
his concern for the Africans and his
dawning sense of the atonement which
Off for Oxford and Edinburgh
was due to them. So the plot proceeded,
always leading to the moment when the
(Continued fr01lt page 5)
doctor sailed for the Ogowe River,
seeing capable national leaders in the my table while dictating this that the where he was to tend the sick in the
long-anticipated and prayed-for self- Brazilian Episcopal Church has chosen name of Jesus. He does not speak of his
supporting, self-governing, and self- one of the strong'Brazilian pastors, Rev. life in that African station as an act of
propagating churches on the fields, Athalicio Pithan, of that denomination, merit. He HAD to go; he was SENT.
taking their places in the international as a representative to the General Con"The operation is finished :tnd in the
Christian Councils of men and women vention to meet in the States in Octohardly lighted dormitory I watch for
meeting to face together the Church's ber next.
the sick man's awakening. Scarcely had
tremendous world problems.
We are living in a new day and withe recovered consciousness when he
We anticipate that Moura and Fer- nessing new things in the growing and
stares abo\lt him and ejaculates again
nandes will give a good account of expanding evangelical movement of
. 'I' ve no more pam.
. I I' ve no
an d agam:
themselves and Brazilian Protestant BraziL
more pain!' . . . . His hand feels for
Christianity at Oxford and Edinburgh.
Our next move al~ng this line will be
mine and will not let it go. Then I beAn outstanding Brazilian pastor, Rev. to provide for and send Brazil's gengin to tell him and the others who are
Miguel Rizzo, represents the Presbyte- erously allotted seven delegates to the
in
the room that it is the Lord Jesus
rian Church of Brazil at the General As- International Missionary Council Meetwho has told the doctor and his wife
sembly in· Dayton, and a paper comes to ing at Hangchow, China, in 1938.
to come to the Ogowe."
It does not make any difference
whether we are thinking of the witness
The Missionary Imperative
to be borne in the individual life or in
for the Church Today
the life of the community or of the
family of nations. When once we have
(Continued from page 29)
seen and heard the Son of God we must
reconciling the world to himself by the then every man should. know about it. bear witness to him. Then we know that
cross."
That is a true Christian motive, and it this is the one debt which we owe to all
But this is not new! No! It is the is clearly by its very nature not an op- men. By this witness we are bringing
message which the apostles preached. tiona I but imperative that we should into their experience the one decisive
Yet by its very character it becomes let every man know. If my faith rests act by means of which God still meets
new to each generation of those who upon my answer to· Something which them in his kingdom, power, and glory.
accept it. Indeed, it has to be newly ex- Happened, then it must express itself
Once more here is no call which can
be answered with "I may"; there· IS
perienced before it can become a reality. still in the imperative mood.
For the message which comes to us with
Those who seek for a life story in only one fitting answer, "I must."
its imperative is the' proclamation of - - - - - - - . , . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' - - - - Something which Happened. The first
disciples went into all the world first of
all as witnesses of the resurrection.
"See!" they cried. "Something has happened and we have seen and heard.....
We declare it unto you."
We look back at that moment in
which something was done and by declaring this historic reality we bring
again into the experience of those who
hear "the hour of decision which Jesus
brought." The story ceases to be merely
in the past; it is turned into the present
INVEST in a Life Income Gift with the Woman's Missionary Council; it
tense. That is what the preaching, the
PROVIDES the best possible income for the remainder of your life; it
"kerygma" did and still does.
INSURES safety-interest paid semi-annually and no interest payment has
We are in a "time" of crisis. What
ever been deferred; it
have we to say that simply must be
GIVES SATISFACTION in knowing your money will be used for Christian
said, if we believe it at all? It is surely
service throughout the world. For
our witness to that one historic act. It
INFORMATION write Mrs. Ina Davis Fulton, Treasurer, Woman's Work,
is our confession of Christ.
Board of Missions, Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Nashville, Tennessee.
One of the noblest. of all modern misWhen writing give your age-this is important to you.
sionaries, Canon Gairdner of Cairo, said
LIFE INCOME FOR THE ANNUITANT GIFTS FOR WORLD SERVICE
that if Christ really did pray those
prayers of Gethsemane and Calvary,

The Missionary Society

Life Income Gifts for Woman's Work
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Twenty-Two Years in Three Cities
(Continued from page 18)
and nationalities, the realization that all
belong to our Father's family.
In the early days when I decided to
become a deaconess, my mother said, "If
you put your hand to the plow, you
must never turn back." I am thankful
that I have had no desire to do 'so. The

association with the women of the
Council has been a great inspiration and
joy. Many courtesies have been shown
me for which I am deeply grateful. Life
is still a great adventure and I am happy because I am able to labor in His
vineyard.

My Work in China
(Continued from page 27)
vited back to China by my Chinese
friends and receiving their promise of a
home, I was allowed by the Council to
return to China. Now it is my very
happy lot to be Ijving in the home so
generously provided, among my loving
friends, both Chinese and American.
Being strong in body, I am still allowed to work and keep up my connec-

tion with Tai-Tsang and the West Soochow activities. My heart is grateful to
God who has allowed me a part for fiftytwo years in this great work for him in
China.
I am more happy than I can express
still to be allowed a place in the work
and in the hearts of my Chinese students and friends, whom I have always
found, so easy to love.

in his undertakings, and three sonsFred, the oldest, a lawyer who resides
with his mother in New Martinsville,
West Virginia; James, a doctor and surgeon for the Powhatan Coal Company,
of Powhatan, Ohio; and Virginius, an
electrical engineer, who is the manager
for the Westinghouse Electrical Company in Shanghai, China. Virginius and
his wife reside in Shanghai, and were
unable to come to the States for the
funeral. The grief of these loved ones is
shared by a large number of people in
this section of Texas and throughout
Mexico. To many of us the memory of
Dr. Skinner's friendship will abide as
one of our most precious treasures, as
fragrant and sweet as the freshness of
morning dew. The world is better for
his having sojourned in it awhile.

The Place of the Missionary
in the Church
(Continued from page 17)
linked by the missionary with the
church abroad, can perform the task,
and no other agency has yet been discovered which can. The missionary, living day by day among an alien race
and people, is proof incontrovertible of
the good will of his own people and of
the bonds which may unite the two
nations in abiding friendship. He goes
not to get something, but to give himself. The church at home plus the missionary plus the church abroad may in
God's good time be brought to equal a
warless world. In proportion as anyone
of the three fails or as all fail are we
left without a dependable agency for
the building of peace.
There is a sense also in which the missionary is our chief dependence for continuing the spirit of Christian adventure

in the church. As we lose our view of
world-wide horizons, we lose from our
faith that essential element which has
assured its continuity through the centuries. The whole history of the church
gives confirmation of the fact. In more
than one way may we affirm that "the
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the
church." As our early evangelists proclaimed that a living church must be an
evangelizing church, an adventurous,
multiplying church, so may we affirm
that the church which is not missionary in spirit and practice cannot live.
The missionary, therefore, is a recurrent
call, a constant challenge to the church
to occupy the many unoccupied areas,
to Christianize all of the world and all
of life, to "dare" our best 'for Him who
gave all.

James Marshall Skinner
. (Continued from page 36)
an educator placed the school in the A
grade high schools of Texas. His spiritual life led boys, girls, and teachers
to know Christ as their personal Savior.
During his administration-1913-29
-Holding Institute grew to such an
extent that a lovely new dormitory for
girls was built in 1921. This is now
known as Skinner Hall in honor of Dr.
and Mrs. Skinner. In 1926 a new Faith
Hall was erected as the administration
building. It has a large auditorium, lovely library, and comfortable classrooms,
OCTOBER 1937

also practice rooms for the music department, rooms for commercial work,
and offices are in this building. The
school secured its first affiliated credits
in 1922-23, and its graduates have done
and are still doing splendid work in the
colleges and universities of Texas and
other states.
On May 15,1937, Dr. Skinner passed
on to another world, where I am sure
he is already a't work in some way for
his Master. He left behind a faithful
wife who was ever his support and help

Nor would you . . . if you knew your
future was safely provided for.
For nearly ninety years the American Bible
Society through its annuity plan has released many hundreds of people from
financial anxiety. Twice a year generous
payments are made promptly on these an·
nuity agreements which may be secured
in sums ranging from one hundred dol·
lars upwards.
And what a satisfaction to know that when
you are gone your money will help to
spread the Word of God.
Our illwtrated booklet"A Gift That Live$"
tell. you tlte wltole .tory fully and clearly.

. -~"i"""TH~ ~~;';~A~I

AN INCOME ASSURED
~

AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Bible Houoe, N.Y.
Please send me, without obli~ationt your
bookletWO·12 entitled "A Gift That Liveo."

Name
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My Witness
(COllti111led from page 9)
Union, and soon was having one seal man. I believe that every Christian has
after another to the call that God had a duty toward his fellows. His life
given me. (For the interest of the read- should be one of helpfulness and server I may say that the young lady men- ice to others at all times. This, of course,
tioned dropped out of the picture for will take different forms, but I am a
me~ but the call remained stronger than
firm believer in the statement, "He that
ever.)
findeth his life shall lose it: and he that
I believe God is the Supreme Ruler loseth his life for my sake shall find
of the universe. I believe that he created it." By the grace of God I hope to lose
all things in the universe. I believe that my life in service for God and man.
I believe the Bible is God's written
he is a God of love and mercy and that
he loves all mankind. At the same time, revelation to man, and that it is indeed
I believe he is a God of justice, and is the word of God. I am not anextremopposed to all wickedness and sin. I ist on, the matter of mechanical inspirabelieve that God is omnipotent, omni- tion, and do not go as far as to say that
present, and omniscient. Furthermore, all parts of the Bible are of equal value.
I think that God has a purpose for I am acquainted with the higher critical
every human life, but very frequently approach to the Bible and accept some
this purpose is not carried out because of its most valid findings. However, I
of sin and disobedience to God. Finally, believe that many critics have gone to
I believe that it is possible for man to the extreme on the matter and have
have personal fellowship with God thereby lost much of the true value of
through faith in his Son, even Jesus the Bible. I believe that the Old TestaChrist. And I believe that no human ment gives a background for the New,
individual really and truly knows the and that both are necessary for a proper
beauty and reality of life until he does understanding of the Christian religion.
have such a personal experience and fel- I believe that the New Testament gives
an accurate historical account of the life
lowship with God.
I believe that Jesus Christ is the di- of Jesus, and that it contains many of
vine Son of God. I believe tha~ he came his most important teachings. I believe
to this earth in human form, ~nd was that if the teachings of the New Testaborn of the Virgin Mary. I do not ment are followed, any man may come
understand all the phenomena in con- to know God for himself. I believe, also,
nection with the Virgin Birth of our that the Bible gives inspiration and
Lord, but I believe that the evidence .guidance for all those who want to
sustains the idea of a miraculous birth. know the way of the Lord. The Bible
I believe that Jesus came to reveal God has become a very precious book to me,
in a way that he had not been revealed and I hope to make my ministry Christbefore, and that through Christ one centered and Bible-centered.
may know God. I believe that the teachThe' Christian Church has had a most
ings that Jesus set forth while he was unusual and interesting history. Many
here on earth are the greatest body of features of it give ground for praise;
teachings that have ever been uttered, others give cause for regret. Yet I beand that wherever they are followed in- lieve that God has a real purpose in
dividuals and society have the best type his Church, and it is only because of
of life. I believe that Jesus went to the weakness of humanity that there
death on the cross as an atonement for have been so many failures. I believe
the sins of all mankind. I have studied the Church h~s an important mission
various theories of the atonement but \n the world today. That mission, as I
have not yet been able to comprehend see it, is to make Jesus Christ known to
all their meanings. For me the atone- the world and to minister to the needy
ment simply means the way by which of the world in every way possible. I
man is able to have forgiveness for his believe, too, that it should be the duty
sins, and be received into the fellowship of the Church to try to change unwith God. Furthermore, I think there is Christian social conditions that exist in
no other way for man to have forgive- many places. I believe that the organness of sins except by faith in the cru- ized Church is the best way of procified and risen Christ. Thus, the re- mating Christianity. I believe that a
demptive work of Christianity is to get man may be a true Christian without
men everywhere to believe on the Lord being a member of the organized
Jesus Christ and be saved from their Church, but I believe he will be a betsins, both individually and socially. I ter Christian and will do more for the
believe that Christ's redemption pro- Kingdom of God as a member of the
vides for salvation in this life, and for Church. In brief, I think the Church is
eternal life in the world to come.
a very important institution, and am
As a redeemed son of God, I feel happy to be a member of the branch of
that my first duty is to follow and obey it called Methodism.
These are some of my basic beliefs in
him in all things. But as I do this, I believe I shall also be serving my fellow- regard to Christianity, and form the
40

[ 404 ]

foundation of what I have tried to teach
and preach in my limited experience
thus far, and hope to continue to teach
and preach in my further ministry. Another matter that I feel is very important is that of a personal experience with
Christ. I mentioned it in the above discussion, but I wish to re-emphasize it
here. I realize there are many conceptions of conversion and being born
again, but I am more and more convinced that every individual needs to
be "born from above." I am not particularly concerned whether it is a gradual process or a Pauline type of conversion, but I feel that many in our
Church today are powerless because they
do not have a personal, vital contact
with God. I feel deeply on this matter,
and by the grace of God expect to emphasize it in my ministry. Not only do
I believe in conversion, but I also believe in the necessity and importance of
a definite baptism of the Holy Spirit. I
realize there has been much discussion
and disagreement on this matter, but I
believe it is a clear teaching of the New
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We Underwrite Them
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ASSOCIATION
Benevolent Building
• 808 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn.

Life Insurance for Methodists:
WholeLife-20-PaymentLife;
15- and 20- Year Endowments;
Endowments at 60, 65, and 70.
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Testament, and I think experience testifies to the need of a definite baptism
of the Holy Spirit after one has been
converted. In other words, I believe in
and profess to the doctrine of Christian
perfection as taught by John Wesley.
I am a firm beli.ever in high ethical
standards of Christianity. I have failed
to live up to these standards many times,
but by the grace of God I am endeavoring to live a consistent Christian life.
I believe this to be the duty of every

Christian, and expect to stress it in my
ministry. Likewise, I am conscious of
the social implications of Christianity,
and believe it is the duty of Christians
to take a stand against every form of
injustice wherever found. I think there
should be no distinction between the socalled social and individual gospel. The
Christian gospel implies both aspects,
and that is the type of Christianity that
I expect to teach by precept and example.

The Place of the Deaconess
in the Church
(Continued /r01l1 page 13)
School for the Acadians of Louisiana,
and in our schools for Cajans in southern Alabama, our deaconesses conduct
schools for children of minority groups
for whom there is inadequate provision
in the public schools. These schools are
boarding homes and social centers as
well as schools-an ideal setting for
Christian education at its best and fullest. At Sue Bennett Coll~ge in London,
Kentucky, our deaconesses are giving
college instruction to students who in
turn will teach in the public schools
throughout the neighboring mountain
counties.
At Paine College our deaconesses
have a part in the' training of Negro
young people who will some d~y have
places of leadership in the South, where
Christians, black and white, are setting
themselves to the task of building more
Christian attitudes and more just and
brotherly relations between the races.
In homes for orphan children, in
homes and schools for girls who need
help in starting life anew, our deaconesses minister to special needs, in the name
of the Christian church that is in danger of being altogether too far removed
from direct service to the sick and the
sorrowing and those too sorely pressed
by poverty and evil surroundings.
These are some of the ways that deaconesses, working under assignment
from the church, have found to reach
persons whom the church could not
otherwise reach.
A few local churches are fortunate
enough to have a deaconess as a fulltime member of the church staff. Her
work usually includes considerable responsibility for the educational program
of the church, especially as it teaches
young people, and leadership in social
service through co-operation with the
pastor, the Woman's Missionary Society,
classes in the church school, and committees of the church.
Last but not least, we have deaconesses as teachers of Bible in colleges and
as religious counselors in churches in
college communities that young Christians may have the opportunity of their
OCTOBER 1937

guidance and fellowship as they work
out their own philosophies of life.
What a long catalogue of situations
and services! What does all this mean to
the church itself, to the body of Christians who support deaconesses in their
work? Perhaps deaconesses count most
in the life of the church as friends and
co-workers with other church members
as together they seek to be true to the
good impulses awakened by their religious experience. A deaconess makes the
church school more interesting and
more vital, she tries to build out of
sporadic interest in "helping the poor"
a sustained and intelligent desire to understand the ills that the poor suffer
and to have a part in building a better
community for all, even at the expense
of some loss of comfort and privilege in
one's own life. If she be blessed with an
unusual measure of Christian insight
and courage and grace, perhaps she can
make real to comfortable church members the privations of the poor, the evils
of bad housing as it affects the health
and morals of family life, and the hopelessness engendered by continuous unemployment. She may make vivid to
the church, whose membership is drawn
from one race only and often only from
the well-to-do, the universality of God's
love, which would make one Christian
brotherhood of all men everywhere. She
is leaven among persons nominally
Christian and a leader among mature
Christians because of her full commitment to a life of Christian service, because of her special training for her
task, and because of her direct contacts day by day with persons of varied
economic and social status, often at
times of their deepest need.
And what of the deaconesses themselves? How have the}' fared? They will
tell you of hard work and days of discouragement, but also of joys, of innumerable friendships, of a sense of fellowship with all mankind, born of a
wider and deeper experience of human
need and human courage, of a faith' and
strength that comes from a closer fel-

lowship with God than comes to those
who choose easier ways.
Our church is made strong through
the strength of these women who give
themselves wholly and happily to whatever service they may be assigned. The
greatest gift of the deaconesses to the
church and to mankind is the contagion
of their radiant Christian lives.
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Among th~ New Books
.1

BROTHERHOOD ECONOMICS.
By Toyohiko Kagawa. Harper & Brothers. $1.5 O.
In its original form the subject matter of this book comprises the Rauschenbusch Lectures for 1936, delivered under the title, "Christian Brotherhood
and Economic Resurrection." It presents
in one a thorough study of Christian
Co-operatives in all their aspects, and a
clarion call to social action. For the
first time in book form the great Japanese leader discusses the basic principle
of the Christian Co-operatives, their
way of functioning, what they have accomplished, and the possibilities for the
future.
JOHN E. WILLIAMS OF NANKING. By W. Reginald Wheeler. Fleming H. Revell. $2.00.
On March 24, 1937, word was flashed
across the cables of the capture of Nanking and of the attack upon the foreigners and of Dr. Williams' death. His
name was in the press ditpatches that
went to the four corners of the earth.
. For the last four years the author has
lived and worked in the university
which Dr. Williams did so much to
foster and build up. "To this attempt
to record his life," says Mr. Wheeler,
"as another biographer has written, of
another educator, "I bring, therefore,
some knowledge and much love." He
has drawn largely on the letters of Mrs.
Williams and others for his material,
and presents it in a most interesting
and worthy way. Fletcher Brockman
writes of this biography: "A very strong
book about a great man, and one dealing with an aspect of missionary work
in which the greatest development is
b~~~" to take place in the next thirty
years. . . . '. The bestapologelic for
missidhary education that has been
written."
CHRISTENDOM AND ISLAM. By
W. Wilson Cash. Harper & Brothers.
$2.00.

The author is secretary of the
Church Missionary Society of London,
and has spent over twenty years in direct contact with Islam in Egypt and
the Near East. The book constitutes
the Haskell Lectures given in the Graduate School of Theology, Oberlin College, 1936-37, and presents a comprehensive and clear-cut picture of the
Moslem faith, from its inception in the
Prophet to its latest developments in
modern times, about which, thinks Dr.
Cash, the Christian world has long nurtured a mass of curious misconceptions
and misunderstandings. The essential
elements of Islam, the Koran, the expan42

[406 ]

sion of the Islamic Empire, and Islam's
contribution to Christianity and Europe are succinctly described and evaluated. Similarly, the impact of Christianity on Islam is made strikingly evident.
Dr. Cash contrasts the two religions,
and finally points the way to a new
basis of understanding. The Appendix
gives an outline of Islamic history and
world events, and an index makes reference easy.

STORIES FROM MISSION LANDS.
By Alva C. Bowers. Fleming H. RevelL
$1. 5O.
The author was for twenty-six years
a missionary of the Baptist Foreign Mission Society, and out of this experience,
as well as a number of year~ in the pastorate, he brings these true stories, only
changing in some cases the names of
persons and places. There are infinite
ways in which this treasury of usable
incidents and stories may be used to
teach Courage, Faith, the Abundant
Life, and other inspirational truths.

HE IS ABLE. By W. E. Sangster.
Cokesbury Press. $1.5 O.
Rev. W. E. Sangster is the young
and able preacher in charge of Methodist Central Hall, Scarborough, England. He is well known to American
readers as author of God Does Guide Us
and articles in certain American religious weeklies.
,
In this volume, with many illustrations from life, literature, the Scripture, the author does much to show
the way in which Christ can and does
touch our everyday life, its problems
and needs. The pages of the book are
marked by radiant faith and vital Christian experience. They literally furnish a
guidebook to Christian living. Affirmatively and winsomely, the author answers the oft-put questions: Is He able?
Mayall come? Does He deal with every
phase of human need? Does He comfort
the bereaved and heal the brokenhearted?
WHAT -IS THE FAITH? By N athaniel Micklem. Cokesbury Press.
$2.00.

Dr. Micklem is principal of Mansfield
College, Oxford University, has also
taught at the Selly Oak Colleges, Birmingham, and at Queen's Theological
College, Kingston, Ontario. He is well
known on both sides of the Atlantic.
The book is divided into two major
sections, the first of which' deals with
"The Nature of Dogma," and the second with "The Content of Dogma." In
the first section Dr. Micklem asks:
"How is the faith to be defined?-by
Revelation? Dogma? Natural Religion?
the Bible? Experience and Authority?
In the second he discusses the Holy
Trinity, the Resurrection, the Atonement, the Church, Catholic and Apostolic.
"The result," say the publishers, "is
a sound book, by a sound scholar. He
has made his book one of interest and
utter importance to all preachers and
Christian leaders."
Dr. James Moffatt calls this "a remarkable and timely book," ~hi1e the
London Times Supplement pronounces
it "a valuable contribution to contemporary theology."
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