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Todafs Books - TomorrowJs Topics - Be Ready to Joilz in the C01zversatioll!
GONE WITH THE WIND
By Margaret Mitchell
$3.00
Voted "the most distinguised novel of 1936"
it is still going strong.
'
The heart-breaking journey made by Scarlett
O'Hara from burninO' Atlanta to her once
_
nificent Georgia pl:ntation is a sce
ma?ll
.
"
ne y<;JU.
never forget. There IS a gnppmg reahstlc
intensity about this novel of Civil War and
~econstruction days that makes everyone of
ltS thousand pages a thrilling experience.

AN AMERICAN DOCTOR'S ODYSSEY
By Victor Heiser, M.D.
$3.50
Selected as "the most distinguished biography
of 1936."
~er~ is.the remark~ble personal history of a
dIstIngUIshed AmerIcan doctor who for more
than thirty years has traveled about the world
his life dedicatecI to a single idea-the applica~
tion of knowledge to the prevention of disease.

MAN THE UNKNOWN
By Alexis Carrel
$3.50
Continues to be a best-seller. One of the foremost living surgeons and biologists has written an international best-seller which inquires
into the nature of man as a physiological sociological, and human being.
'

THE LIVING JEFFERSON
By Ja~es Truslow Adams
$3.00
PortraIt of the greatest of American liberals.
The story of Jeffersonian ideas and their conflict with those of his great antagonist Hamilton, over the centuries of American hi~tory.

AUDUBON
By Constance Rourke
$3 00
"
. .
.
Naturahst, artIst, woodsman-all these ~escrIptIons fit John
James Au?ub?n, and each .of them adds Its o'yn color to the
story ?f hIS hfe. Unflaggm~ energy drove h.lIn ~rom Pe!1nsylvama to ~exas, from FlorIda to Labrador In hIS unendmg
search for bIrds.
C'
.
.
..
ontall~s twelve reprO?Uctl?nS, In full color! of ongmal Audu~~~afdmts, and drawmgs In black and whIte by James Mac.

HOW TO WIN FRIENDS AND INFLUENCE PEOPLE
By Dale Carnegie
$2.00
A popular book that rapidly climbed to the list of non-fiction
best-sellers. Dale Carnegie is the man to whom the big men
of business come for practical guidance on the subject of
getting' along with people, dealing with them successfully,
winning others to their own way of thinking. A great book
of the "self-help" type
.

ANCIENT LIFE IN MEXICO
AND CENTRAL AMERICA
By Edgar Lee Hewett
$4.00
In this book a great scholar lays before us simply, eloquently,
without the technicalities of his science, the whole panorama
of the astonishing cultures that flourished in Middle America
before the coming of the European. It is a book to inform and
entertain-a book to impress Americans with broad knowledge
of the noble achievements of America long before Columbus
dropped anchor at Santo Domingo.

THE LETTERS OF MRS. HENRY ADAMS
Edited by Ward Thoron
$5.00
Most of these letters were written by Mrs. Adams to her
father during eleven years of her married life, describing in
brisk, decisive, and intimate terms the daily round of her
social and intellectual activity. Through these letters one
comes to see a society long vanished; a man of letters-her
husband-at his appointed tasks, and herself, a young American matron, the most entertaining hostess in Washington.

DOWN TO EARTH
By Carey Croneis and William C. Krumbein
$5.00
A wonderful study of geology by two members of the Department of Geology of the University of Chicago. It is a
book of 500 pages and about as many illustrations. Although
many phases of geology have a real meaning in the life of
almost every human being, the individual who knows very
much about the subject itself is a rarity indeed. This book
leads one on an investigation of the terrestial sphere on which
we live.

METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE
CllJhilnzore &. O/?'l.ilh. AoeNTS
NASHVILLE,TENN...... DALLAS,TEX...... RICHMOND,VA.
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World Outlook Subscriptions by Annual Conferences
As of Mav
20, 1936-

Conference

Alabama
Arizona
Baltimore
Central Texas. .
Florida. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Holston
Illinois. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kentucky
Little Rock
Louisiana
,
Louisville

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.
.

M~m.p~is.:

M!sslsslJ?PI. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
MISSOUrI
New Mexico
North Alabama
North Arkansas
North Carolina
North G<:or~iCl;' . :
North MISSISSIppI
North Texas
Northwest.
Northwest Texas
Oklahoma
,
Pacific
St. Louis
South Carolina
South Georgia ~
Southwest Mis~ouri
Tennessee
Texas
Upper South Carolina
VlrgmIa
West Texas
Western North Carolina.
.
,
W estern \ T"lrgmla
Los Angeles*
Miscellaneous
Totals

.
.
,

.
.
.
, ..
.
, .
, .
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

1,059
169
1,951
1,532
2,051
2,361
58
938
995
1,363
1,197
1,953
1,084
605
653
1,788
1,075
1,935
2,125
1,296
1,130
163
1,504
1,971
855
651
1,103
1,820
678
1,177
1,870
1,286
2,378
1,786
2,364
788

i

As of May
20, 1937

1,081
176
2,245
1,473
2,029
2,246
63
892
1,074
1,394
1,087
1,824
1,123
571
716
1,825
1,107
1,945
2,295
1,293
1,197
109
1,407
1,786
865
607
1,072
1,947
630
1,278
1,710
1,454
2,493
1,836
2.512
595

GOAL to
reach December 31,
1937

200
2,100
1,883
2,500
2,500
50
1,425
1,100
1,650
1,440
3,000
1,200
710
1,988
1,200
2,005
2,325
1,500
1,350
173
1,754
2,200
1,055
800
1,200
2,020
1,477
2,370
2,878
2,250
2,800
913
625

224
47,712

48,057

*Total number of subscribers in Los Angeles District ineluded in total of 865 which is Pacific Conference.

Entered as second-class maller at the post·office at Nashville, Tenn., under Act of lIIarch 3, 1879. Aceeptance for mailing at a special rate of postage
provided for in Section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, and authorized on July 5, 1918. Published monthly at 815 Demonbreun Street, Nashville, Tenn.
Editorial offices at 706 Chureh Street, Nashville, Tenn. The price of subseription is one dollar net a year. Printed in U. S. A.

J ULY

.

I

.i
Ill.!

1937

[251 ]

3

---:..

_

"I Have Been

Q

Christian

By Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek
eralissimo Chiang Kai-Shek, is intimately associated with General Chiang and family, for
the last several years has been the Gelieral
Secretary of the Officers Moral Endeavor Association, and just recently has been appointed General Secretary of the famed New Life
Movement in China. This message has made
a profound impression upon the world, and
will surely go a long way toward strengthening the cause of Christ and the Christian
Church in China.-E. H. R.
ITHOUT religious faith there can be
no real understanding of life. Faith
in the cause of a revolution is not unlike religious faith. Without faith, human
affairs, both great and small, are difficult of
achievement. Often when face to face with
opposition and possible danger we mortals
are prone to retreat and to abandon ou~ work
halfway. Such lack of confidence in ourselves is often due to the absence of a strong
religious faith.
I have now been a Christian for nearly ten
years and during that time I have been a constant reader of the Bible. Never before has
this sacred book been so interesting to me
as during my two weeks' captivity in Sian.
This unfortunate affair took place all of a
sudden and I found myself placed under detention without having a single earthly belonging. From my captors I asked but one
thing, a copy of the Bible. In my solitude I
had ample opportunity for reading and meditation. The greatness and love of Christ
burst upon me with new inspiration, increasing my strength to struggle against evil, to overcome
temptation and to uphold righteousness.
I am, indeed, grateful to all my fellow-Christians who
continually offered prayers on my behalf. I was deeply
conscious of a strong spiritual support for which I extend my hearty thanks to all Christians, and to which,
before you all today, I testify that the name of God may
be glorified.
The many virtues of Christ I cannot possibly enumerate. Today, being Good Friday, I merely wish to
explain some of the lessons I have derived from the
trials of Christ. His utterances from the Cross are our
spiritual inheritance. Entreating forgiveness for his
enemies, he cried: "Father, forgive them: for they know
not what they do." Truly great is the love of Christ!

W

Photo from 'Vide "'orld Photos. Inc.

Generalissimo Chiang Kai·Shek and wife recllpemting
from their kid.wpping experience

T

HE following is an address to the Central Conference of Eastern Asia, in session at Wesley Church,
Nanking, China, on Good Friday evening, March
26, 1937. The address was not delivered by General
Chiang in person. He was still resting in Hangchow
from the strain and shock of his detention in Sianfu.
General Chiang sent his message by his trusted lieutenant,
Col. J. L. Huang. Colonel Huang is a graduate of Soochow University, and later was a student of Vanderbilt
University. Many Nashville people still remember Colonel Huang as the big, jolly, brilliant Chinese student
in Vanderbilt who spoke at young' people's meetings in
the churches, competed for the Founder's Medal for Oratory, and was the first foreigner ever to win that medal.
Colonel Huang is a Southern Methodist, as is the Gen4
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In all my meditations I found these thoughts recurring
and providing me with rich spiritual sustenance.
To illustrate, I am going to recount some of my experiences at Sian. Before I went to Shensi on my second
trip I was already conscious of perverted thoughts and
unusual activities in the army there. I had previously
received reports of intrigues and revolutionary rumblings
that were threatening to undermine the unity of the
State. My immediate associates tried to persuade me to
abandon the journey, but I replied: "Now that our country is unified and the foundations of the State established,
the commander-in-chief of the armies has responsibilities for direction and enlightenment from which he
dare not withdraw. Furthermore, I have dedicated my
soul and "body to the service of the State, and there can
never be any consideration of my personal safety."
According to the record of the New Testament, when
Christ entered Jerusalem for the last time, he plainly
knew that danger was ahead, but triumphantly, on an
ass, he rode into the city without anguish, without fears.
What greatness! What courage! In comparison, how unimportant my life must be. So why should I hesitate?
My fondness for my troops has always been as great as
the love between brothers, and this love drew me into the
heart of the rebellion. Such disregard of danger in the
face of duty caused deep concern to the government,
worried the people, and, for this, numerous prayers were
offered by Christian friends. In the midst of it all my
understanding increased and my love multiplied.
Following my detention my captors present;ed me with
terms and demands, with tempting words of kindnesses, with threats of violence
and torture and with a public
trial by the "People's Front."
On every hand I was beset by
danger, but I had no thought of
yielding to pressure. My faith in
Christ increased. In this strange
predicament I distinctly recalled
the forty days and nights Christ
passed in the wilderness withstanding temptation, his prayers
in the garden of Gethsemane,
and the indignities heaped upon
him at his trial. The prayers
he offered for his enemies upon
the cross were ever in. my

thoughts. I naturally remembered the prayers offered
by Dr. Sun Yat-sen during his imprisonment in London.
These scenes passed vividly before me again and again
like so many pictures. My strength was redoubled to
resist the recalcitrants, and with the spirit of Christ on
the cross I was preparing to make the final sacrifice at
the trial of the so-called "People's Front." Having determined upon this course of action, I was comforted
and at rest.
Following the settlement of the Sian affair, the rebels,
knowing their unwise and treasonable actions, were
naturally afraid. Remembering that Christ enjoined
us to forgive those who sin against us until seventy times
seven and upon their repentance, I felt that they should
be allowed to start life anew! At the same time I was
greatly humbled that my own faith had not been of such
quality as to influence my followers and to restrain
them.
Ever since training the cadets and launching the expedition, I have repeated to my followers these two principles: (1) On detecting the slightest selfishness on my
part, or discovering plans contrary to the interest of the
country and the people, anyone may accuse me of guilt
and put me to death; (2) should my words and actions
betray lack of truth and good faith, or indicate departure from the revolutionary cause and principles, any of
my subordinates may take me for an enemy and put me
to death. I honestly believe that these two sayings were
prompted by sincerity and grew out of my religious
faith. They are in line with the spirit of the love of
Christ, and the forbearance (Continued on page 32)

o

Generalissimo a 11 d Mrs.
Clziang Kai·Shek, ce1lter; at
airport in N a1lki1lg beillg
welcomed by govert/mellt of·
ficial on their return "'om
the kidnapping by General
Chang HSlleh.liallg
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Jehovah Will Do a New Thing
Make a Wo:man Protect a Man

O

N the twenty-third of October, 1930, a cable dispatch came to the office of the Board of Missions,
.
which said that on the day before President Chiang of
the Republic of China, flying down from the White
House in Nanking to his country home in the Chekiang
Province, had stopped over for a few hours in Shanghai and going around to the home of his Christian
mother-in-law, in the presence of a few friends, the
missionaries and a few Chinese nationals, had accepted
the rite of Christian baptism and had been received into
Young J. Allen Memorial Church by Dr. Kaung, the
pastor of that church.
A somewhat more intimate story coming later to our
office related that when President Chiang stood in the
presence of Pastor Kaung to take the vows of church
membership, Mei-Ling, his wife, the daughter of the
home, seated quietly in a corner of her mother's reception room, arose, walked over to the side of her husband, and when he answered the questions in the vows,
though she was already a member of the Church, very
softly but firmly said the answers over with him, rededicating herself with her husband, the President, to
() their Christian task in China.
As friends gathered about him, giving him the right
hand of fellowship, they stood and sang "0 Happy Day
That Fixed My Choice on Thee, My Savior and My God,"
as they would have done in any Methodist church in this
country, and when he stepped out on the street to be
going on his way, and was asked about it by an inquisitive reporter, maybe an American newspaper man in
Shanghai, the President of China gave as his only reason
for uniting himself with the Chur~h, "I feel. the need
of a God such as Jesus Christ."
. Through the years intervening, how this daugnter of
the Soong home, educated in a Methodist college, constantly growing, as she bears grateful testimony, in the
6
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stature of her 'own Christian faith and confidence, has
stood by her husband, counseled him, encouraged himall this has made one of the great stories of Christian
history. At no time has she been truer and finer than
in the general's recent kidnapping by the young Marshal
Chang Hsueh-liang and his experience in Sian, beginning December 12 of last year. Recently the New
York Times published a series of nine articles, five of
them by Madame Chiang and four by the Generalissimo
himself, telling the story of what befell them through
those days. When against the advice of all her frien'ds,
in the face of the greatest peril, Madame Ch:ang had
flown to Sian, finally appearing in his presence, her
husband, reproaching her recklessness, exclaimed, "Why
have you come? You have walked into a tiger's laid"
Tears sprang into his eyes when she answered casually,
"I have come to see you." Then he said, "Although I
urged you not to come under any circumstances to Sian,
still I felt that I could not prevent it. I opened the
Bible this morning, and my eyes lit on the words, 'Jehovah will now do a new thing, and that is to make a
woman protect a man.' "
The New Yod? Times reports that last week Madame
Chiang had opened a radio telephone service between
China and the United States, and talking over the air
with Mrs. Franklin Roosevelt, she said: "I have often
wondered what we women of the world could do to
encourage science and keep people alive instead of mowing them down in masses. The world should maintain
the machinery of peace. The munitions makers do not
want peace. Can't we women step into the breach?"

Stanley Jones and Rockefeller
on Christian Unity
HE radio has portrayed many dramatic scenes before the American public in the years of its existence, but not many more striking and few as significant
as was presented when, on March 9, E. Stanley Jones
addressed from N ew York City the long chain of missionary dinners and innumerable friends listening in on
the eve of his return to his work in the Far East. The
circumstances added greatly to the coloring of the occasion. Dr. Jones had been for months in this country,
had led that most remarkable series of meetings known
as the "Preaching Mission," had visited the South, speaking at New Orleans in the General Missionary Council;
visiting Florida, as the papers report, had agreed with
President Spivey upon a unique feature and foundation
of Christian propaganda in connection with Southern
College; had spoken in many centers in what is known
as the "Million Movement" of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.
Of his many visits to this country none had been
more popular or probably more prophetic than the one
now ending, and the Methodist Board of Missions was
giving him the opportunity of a farewell word to his
Methodist and other friends in this country. He is to
be away for many months, the w~ole world scene, po-
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litical, economic, social, religious, has changed and is
still changing, crucial, critical-what will be his farewell word? Surely from such a man at such a time it
will b-e challenging, historic. \Vell, he talks of other
things connected with the life of the Church, and the
nation, but comes to his climax and close in a burning,
impressive appeal for Christian unity.
In the March issue of the Federal Council Bulletin
Dr. Jones had written a challenging declaration. In that
statement he had declared that the Church, facing the
world situation as it is, must first of all go deeper-all
the way down to deep convictions, must apply its message to the economic and social phases of the world situation, must win the country's hordes of students, must
Christianize America's racial relations, and fundamental to all, must offer to the individual the opportunity
of a changed life. "But," he says, "I do not see how
the Christian Church can do the things that I have here
suggested unless we shall all get together." It was this
attitude and conviction that the great evangelist and
missionary was voicing in his New York broadcast.
Not the least dramatic element in the picture before
the microphone was the figure of John D. Rockefeller,
Jr., shaking hands with Stanley Jones in hearty and eloquent agreement on the appeal for a unified Protestant
world. Mr. Rockefeller was not talking about the "Million Movement" or other things before the microphone
that evening, confining his words to a definite, ringing
call to Christian unity. It is out of a burning passiona sanctified impatience, that he cries, "How long, 0
Lord, how long!"

From Randolph-Macon
We Journeyed

T was in the summer of 1886 in the first Student
Volunteer Convention ever held on this continent,
not at the Moody home in Northfield, but across the river
in the dormitory of the boys' school in the Massachusetts
town of Mount Hermon. We had gone with a delegation of college students from Randolph-Macon College, the largest but one in an attendance of several
hundred, at that first Conference. Into our dream
picture in the Memorial Building that afternoon came
, 'Nothing to Lose
back vividly our great President, W. W. Smith, "ChanExcept Y our Dividing Walls"
cellor Smith," we called him, of the whole RandolphR. ROCKEFELLER had been largely responsible Macon system. He was not in the delegation to Mount
for the lay study of missions out of which issued Hermon that summer, but inspired it all.
the book Re-Thinking Missions, regarded by many evanAs we sat dreaming in that afternoon service, we regelical Christians as a blessing not altogether unmixed. called episodes, incidents, utterances, but through the
It was Mr. Rockefeller's position, rather precipitately perspective of the years there stood central among all
and aggressively taken, that perhaps more than the state- these things, and loftier than any, the great Christian
ment and influence of any other individual on the con- preacher. He held a theory of inspiration which, as littinent had hurried the nation on to repeal, and the tle as any of us knew, we did know could not be quite
American Protestant public was somewhat suspicious of true; a theory of conversion quite unlike the conversion
his judgment. But perhaps nobody ever questioned his our Methodist teaching and tradition had given us; a thesincerity. None of these Protestant millions doubted ory of the coming of Christ that seemed to us to bulk
that he was a loyal churchman, they knew that he had far too largely in the essential gospel message. But as
been a generous giver to the great causes of the King- we remember it all and think of his life and work in
dom, and were touched by this appeal.
Great Britain and in this land, we hold as a sacred treasIt would be rather too sanguine to predict an immeure the impression that no man exalted the Bible as did
diate fulfilment of this remarkable broadcast, but many
he, or made quite as much of conversion and got as
believe it will prove more than a striking incident and
many people converted as did he, or made beyond all
definitely accelerate the movement toward Christian
unity in this land. It would not be right or fair to say controversy and all theorizing, the saving love of God
that the whole separatist movement from Luther and as attractive and as sure as he. And we now steadfastly
Calvin on down through the Christian generations and believe that no man in the history of this country has
divisions has been of the devil. Maybe certain vital as- done more, perhaps has done as much, to change the repects of the one faith would never have found expres- ligious background and make the atmosphere of the nasion, certainly not their proper emphasis, without such tion hospitable to evangelical religion as did Dwight L.
organized independence of thought and action. It may Moody.
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be that there are denominations that are not yet ready
for it. Indeed, there may be some major branches of
the Church that will still render greater service by remaining distinct. But we should not doubt that the
great ideal of Jesus comprehended form at the ~nd as
well as spirit in that great moment of intercession in
which he prayed, "that they all may be one."
The hour is ripe and calling, and there is no longer
any sufficient reason as we see it why denominations of
the same family name, at the least, should not get together in the same body and form. With the heathen
world before us marshaled and really militant, with a
divided front how shall our Christian forces hope to
win?
The voice of the great missionary speaking out of a
wide experience and a mighty devotion, WORLD OUTLOOK believes, is speaking with the highest Christian
authority there is, when across a nation-wide network
it trumpets: "Christians of America, unite! You have
nothing to lose except your dividing walls."
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What
the Lal1lhu ths
Father and Son
Meant to Me
By Y. YOSHIOKA

Rev. W. E. Towson, who sends the following
article by Dr. Yoshioka, writes: rThe paper
that acc0111,panies this was written by Dr. Y.
Yoshioka, President Emeritus of Kwansei
Gakuin. Having heard some forty years ago
from Dr. Walter Lambuth and believing that
the story should be preserved to the Cburch,
I asked Dr. Yoshioka to write a paper with the
above title. I have read it several times and
it has inspired me to the depths"-E. H. R.

Ithoto by K. On Co.. Japan

President Emeritt/s Yoshioka, aged 74, taken 1936. "It is
as real and i1ltimate as the zmi011 of body Q1ld sOt/I"

WAS born in a family of the warrior class in 1862.
Both my father and grandfather were men thoroughly trained for military service, and in times of
peace served their lords in the capacity of civil and judicial officers. When I was old enough to go to school
the Meiji Restoration war broke out and the feudal
system of sev~ral hundred years' standing was swept out
of existence at a stroke, and every man and woman in
the country became direct subjects of the
Emperor.
A new era now dawned on Japan. Her
children had to be trained in a new system
of education. Foreign languages were introduced into the school curriculum. My father chose the English language for me,
knowing that it would give me the key to
the treasure-store of western knowledge. My
grateful heart ever goes out to him for his
wise choice, for it was destined to lead me
into the rich store of the true knowledge and
wisdom in the service of our Lord. No doubt
the study of various English books put me in
unconscious preparation for the way to God.
But I cannot trace the origin of my religious sensibilities to my father. He looked on
heathen gods with scorn and contempt. Confucian ethics and the long inherited spirit of
the samurai were his standards of life; be-

I
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sides, he died early. After his death, my education was
continued under the so1ecare of my mother, to whom I
am indebted so much for the religious ideas of my early
youth. Under the pressure of heavy responsibilities on
me as the legal head of my poor family, I sometimes
felt the need of an Unseen Hand, with power more
than human. I invoked the help of certain gods at the
instruction of my mother. At times I listened to Buddhist preaching and read Buddhist books with interest,
but at other times the works of such men as Bain,
Spencer, and Darwin were more agreeable to my young,
skeptical mind. As the days went on, life became more
and more serious to me, until I felt strong cravings in
my heart after something more substantial than mere

i

______ ,_, _J

Dr. YoslJioka.

Taken in stt/dy of W. E. Towson, 1935
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Dr. Yoslzioka at the age of twelve,
takell ill 1874. "I was bom ill a
family of the warrior class"
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D,". Yoslzioka, aged 29, two
years after COllvel"siotl. PIIOto takell itl Nashville

Y. Yoslzioka alld W. E. Towsotl,
takell dl/ritlg Fiftieth A IIIliversary
Celebratioll, Kobe, October, 1936

philosophy to live in constant peace of mind and the expiration of six months' probation I was admitted
heart.
as a proper candidate for baptism.
\Vhile working in the Hyogo News Office (a daily
On Sunday, the fourth of March, 1888, at eleven
paper published in English, in Kobe) as a translator, o'clock, following a sermon on Regeneration, by Dr.
under an infidel editor, an Englishman, and at the same J. W. Lambuth, which was then interpreted by myself, I
time teaching English in a night school of my own, I was happily baptized and received into the Church by
became perplexed and even vexed with various questions the venerable Doctor. It was a doubly happy occasion
in regard to the so-called "progress of civilization." Just for me, for my mother, who had been a devoted Budat that time I met a young man through whom, finally, dhist, and was strongly opposed to the religion of "the
at my special request, I obtained a letter of introduction detestable cross," was present at the service, curiously and
to Dr. \Valter Lambuth, who at that time had at his anxiously watching the baptismal ceremony adminishome the "Palmore Reading Room" for young men. I tered on her only son, having been reluctantly induced
called on him one Sunday morning in July, 1887, and to accompany him at his intensely earnest request to do
met with a very kind and warm reception.
so; but praise be to the Lord! She was so strongly and
"Being employed in journalistic work with western- mysteriously impressed with the ceremony that she deers, I have seen one side of \Vestern civilization, and I cided right then and there to give up her old faith and
believe there must be another side to it, which I am . become a follower of Jesus. She then expressed her
anxious to know," was the sum and substance of the desire to give her name as a probationer, and did so that
first question I laid before him. I made several more very day. On the fifteenth of the following July, she
calls on him during the next few weeks and finally in too was happily baptized and received into the fellowship
October was introduced to Dr. J. W. Lambuth, his fa- of the saints by the same venerable Dr. Lambuth. Thus
ther, who lived farther up on the hills, where I at once a small family of a mother and her only son, sitting in
joined his Bible class. At that time he was giving his darkness without true faith and hope until a year beclass a series of lectures on the life and work of Martin fore, now turned into one rejoicing in the full light of
Luther. One evening, his interpreter being absent, he the gospel of Christ.
Following my baptism and reception into the Church,
asked me to interpret for him, which I did with much
hesitation, for fear I might spoil his lecture for lack of an intense desire for the salvation of souls and the exmy religious knowledge. His teaching and his very tension of God's Kingdom grew in my heart. Under
warm and loving interest in me soon led me to take a the irresistible influence of the ardent love of souls and
decisive step toward giving up myself to God and Christ. the childlike devotion to Christ of the Drs. Lambuth,
I presented my name as a probationer. My work from father and son, I was led to think very seriously of enthen on, as a student of God's \Vord, under Dr. J. W. tering the ministry. After ten months of constant
Lambuth, and as his regular interpreter in his preaching, prayer and serious thinking, I clearly felt moved by the
gave me a remarkable progress In spiritual life; and at Holy Ghost to preach. I at (Col1tiJ11led 011 page 33)
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Holy Week
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In

Havana

By Dorothy Tinsley Daily
..

Cetltral M ethod!st CIIlll"ch alld School, H avatlo, Cllba,
Rev. O. K. Hopkitls, pastol"
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o what extent is the general population of Havana
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religious?" a tourist recently asked one of our missionaries. "To the extent that they want their
babies christened, their youth married, and their dead
buried by priests; and that they go to church Holy
Week," was the reply.
Probably it was this statement which led me to pay
more attention to Holy Week in Havana than I would
have otherwise, and to find these observations. Because of the cosmopolitan influence in Havana, many
of the religious customs which are still practiced in the
interior of the island have faded out of existence in this
great commercial city. However, enough of the customs remain to make a study of them interesting.
To the thousands of school children in the city Holy
Week means holidays. All the schools are closed the
week before Palm Sunday and do not reopen until after

.

Easter. And so many trips are planned during the holidays. Nevertheless, there are very
few trips on Palm Sunday, for although many
have not been to church since Christmas, some
since last Easter, on Palm Sunday they buy
little Palm symbols made of ribbon grass and
take them to mass.
This week is the most solemn of any in
the year. For six weeks prior to the Easter
celebration a carnival parade has been held
every Sunday night, in which people of all
ages throng the streets and ride in open cars
and floats, dressed in masquerade and making
all kinds of noise. But all this is done away
with on Holy Week, and there are no parades
or parties of any kind.
Since many people have been taught to
believe that Christ died on Thursday, at noon
on that day most of the stores, banks, and
other business houses are closed. From then
until Saturday morning is the time to mourn
the death of Christ. To thousands he is actually dead. Some wear mourning garb for
him. Many bring flowers or gifts and place
them around the statue or pictures of the dead
Christ. To these, there are two events in the
life of Christ; the first is that he was born,
and they worship the little babe in Mary's
arms at Christmas; and second that he died;
then they mourn for the terrible physical
pain that he bore. They seem not to have
realized that the life he lived between these
two events and the teachings that he left are
the more important things.
Consequently on Thursday and Friday of
Holy Week, the crowds throng the cathedrals. Many
make a tour, going from one cathedral to another as if
on a pilgrimage. I visited three of the cathedrals on
Friday. At the Infanto and Reina, there was no service,
but they were both filled with worshipers of the dead
image. AIr pictures and statues except those of the dead
Christ were draped in drab purple. Facing the representations on the wall representing the journey to the
cross, many women knelt, reciting their prayers from
their prayer books. There was a little picture in each
book representing those on the wall with the prayer they
were to recite for each picture. There were no men
making these prayers. There were very few men in the
churches. There were a few more children, most of
them with their elders, but some were wandering about
alone. Each of the little girls had her head covered,
some by a piece of mosquito net or a handkerchief. All
-
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the children were wide-eyed with awe. The meaning of The Need for the Cross, The Cross and Conscience, The
the ceremonies seemed to excite only their fears. One Cross and Memory of Sin, The Offense of the Cross, The
little boy who was told by his mother to make his sign Power of the Blood of Christ, Crucified with Christ, the
of the cross and say his prayer, kept interrupting her Cross and the Fear of Death, and The Resurrection-the
rosary by asking, "Porque, Mama?" (\Vhy, Mama?) Vindication of Christ and His Cross.
The women were very serious, some were weeping, many
The ministers made a special plea that the cross has
crowded around one statue of the dead Christ being its meaning today, but that Christ has arisen and lives
held in Mary's arms, and patted caressingly the feet of in the hearts of men.
the dead stone.
Many Cubans expressed the help and inspiration they
But when Saturday comes the mourning is discarded had received from these services. Instead of fear and
and there is a gay rush to the fiestas (feasts and parties) sorrow in the expressions of the worshipers, there were
for merry-making. There is one other ceremony in joy and assurance of His presence. The messages were
which the Havanese participate. On many of the busses filled with hope and confidence that Christ lives and
Easter Sunday are the words "Arroyo Arenas." This is takes away the fear of death.
a small town so nearby that it is a suburb of the metropIf our church had served no other purpose here, the
olis. The Havenese crowd the busses Sunday afternoon mere fact that it has exchanged fear and ignorance and
to go to a service at Arroyo Arenas. Most of them go grief and superstition for hope and courage and love
for curiosity and do not participate. But those who do and service, the work would not have been in vain. But
participate, go barefooted and join a huge procession indeed it accomplishes more than that; it reinterprets the
which brings an image of the dead Christ from a church dead, broken body of our Lord for which some grieve
nearby to the church at Arroyo Arenas. At the latter into the loving, living spirit of our Lord for which
place there is a large number of stone steps from the others rejoice.
roadside to the church door. The ceremony
consists of each member of the procession ascending the steps on his knees.
"And what opportunities will our Methodist Church make of this week?" I wondered. Then I rejoiced to find that our
workers in Havana are using the religious
tendencies of this period to do a great amount
of good.
At the Central Methodist Church, which
is in the center of the business section, the
pastor, Rev. O. K. Hopkins, asked the presiding elder, Rev. E. E. Clements, to lead the
services for him. Mr. Clements' subjects
were: The Triumphal Entry, for Palm Sunday; Satan and Simon, for Thursday night;
Jesus, the Prophet, Priest, and King, for Friday night; and the Resurrection on Sunday
night. In connection with these services the
\Voman's Missionary Society had special
prayer services and the Young People's Department prepared special musical selections.
The congregations were large, and the response to Mr. Clements' heart-stirring messages was most encouraging. Mr. Hopkins
led a radio service on Easter afternoon, and
the choir sang special Easter music.
For weeks before the Easter services, Dr.
H. B. Bardwell, pastor of Leland Memorial,
had special prayer ~ervices with the prayer
band. The Woman's Missionary Society and
the Young People's Organizations urged that
their members attend the services which were
held every night of Holy Week, and reported
to the pastor the number attending each
night.
Lelalld Memorial CllI/rell, as see" from frollt vcrallda of
BUCllavista School, just across the street, H availa,
Dr. Bardwell's themes for the week were:
Dr. H. B. Bardwell, pastor
JULY 1937
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The Resettlelllent
1:I.d:tninistration
in the South
By W. W. Alexander
Administrator
Resettlement Administration

A mother and son in a sharecropper family. Tltis boy works
in the fields and has little opportnnity to attend school

1) URAL poverty, particularly in the South, is one of
~

the commonwealth is doomed to failure. Although the
South contributes a billion dollars annually to the wealth
of the nation, its individual farmers have the lowest income of any rural group in the United States. In 1936
the average per capita income of the Southeast was $365
while the farm income was just half that figure, both
averages were the lowest in the nation. Although this
section attempts to support about one-half the total
farm population of our country, income and wages here
are from 30 to 50 per cent below the national average.
Always a rural civilization, the South is still ·predominantly peopled by those whose living depends directly or indirectly on the fruits of the soil. Last year
the total population of the sixteen states in the southeastern part of the country was above 40,000,000, sixtysix out of everyone hundred of whom lived in rural
areas while forty-three out of everyone hundred depended directly on agriculture for a livelihood. The history of the South is a story of soil exhaustion through
one-crop cultivation, and today federal experts say that
34,000,000 acres of land now tilled in the southeastern
states are incapable of providing those who farm them

the most serious problems of our nation. The low
per capita income of farm families with the attendant ill-health, meager educational opportunities, and
low living standards presents a problem which must be
met honestly and forthrightly on a wide front.
Improvement of material life of the people of the
South is a fundamental approach toward solution.
While these people in our areas can do a great deal for
themselves toward raising their own living
standards, they need financial assistance and
sympathetic guidance. The federal government through the Resettlement Administration is working at this problem. Loans exceeding $ 54,000,000 have been made to more
than 150,000 farm families from the relief
rolls as the first step in helping them on the
road toward farm security, w.hile 3,200 families are being given an opportunity to find a
new home on a good farm land in the South
under the resettlexbent phase of this agency's
program.
While the South as a geographic section has
certain particular characteristics, its wellbeing must always be considered in establishing an economic equilibrium for the entire
nation. A farm program which does not
take into account the peculiar conditions of
nesettlement Admlnlstratlon Photo
the South and the effect which they have on
A,/ isolated farm home on badly eroded land near Birmingham,
12
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with more than a bare subsistence. Our
social responsibility will not permit us
to assume that the problem will some
day cure itself through an unexplained
and unforeseen economic magic.
Among the many problems of the
South is that of instability. The constant migrations from farm to farm and
from farm to factory bring with them
new problems which must be met. In
many areas of shifting populations direct social costs for relief and other
subsidies for public service amount to
a figure in a comparatively short time
which exceeds the value of the land
itself. The long range toll of a policy
which does not attack the problems of
instability and insecurity and lowered
living standards cannot be defended.
Insecurity of tenure with an average
of not more than three years and usually a year-to-year shift results in soil depletion and general deterioration of once fine farming
areas. The tenant who must move frequently cannot
afford to protect the soil from the inevitable paralysis
of erosion nor can he plant soil-binding crops to protect the good earth from further erosion. Moreover,
the tenant has little incentive to improve his farmhouse or farm buildings, and he is not likely to make
any efforts toward providing for replenishment of forest
areas.
The tenancy system as practiced in some parts of the
South has set in motion a vicious circle. Tenancy brings
insecurity and soil exhaustion and soil depletion in turn
results in poor crop-producing land which in turn results in loss of farms and increased tenancy.
In the ten principal cotton states more than six out
of every ten of those engaged in cotton production are
tenants; computations by agricultural experts place the
number of cotton belt tenants at 1,800,000. Fifty-five

..
nf's~ttlcm('nt Admlnl.Btratlon
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Fiv,c.room housc at the Palmerdalc Homcstcads ncar Birmingham,
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years ago one of every three farms was tenant-operated,
and for the next forty years the devastating march of
farm tenancy went steadily upward, almost reaching the
halfway mark for all farms in 1920. A decade and a
half later tenancy rose further until the percentage of
tenant-operated farms was fifty-five per cent. These
figures apply to the South as a whole while the tenant
conditions for the cotton belt itself arc even more appalling.
The low farm income in the South provides very inadequately for both tenants and owners. Out of this
income it is impossible to provide adequate sanitary housing. The emphasis on cotton as a cash crop has led to
the neglect of the production of those abundant food
crops which can be grown in the area. This has resulted
in an ill-balanced diet for large sections of our population. These people are probably the most poorly nourished of any people in America, often living on a meager
diet of meat, meal, and molasses. The result
.of poor housing and ill-balanced diet is ill
health. Malaria, hookworm, pellagra, neglected teeth and tonsils sap the energies and
handicap many of these families. An adequate diet and proper medical care arc the
first requisites for improvement of the status
of these people. The oft publicized shiftlessness and lack of ambition of certain classes
in the South arc not due so much to any inherent quality but to undernourishment and
iII health.
Low revenue makes it difficult to provide
adequate schools and other public services.
While southern states tax themselves for educational purposes propotionatcly as much per
dollar as their wealthier neighbors, the 10come of the state itself is so small that the
revenue for education is a pitifully small appropriation per child. As an illustration: tax
Alabama
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equipment and bringing to rural areas
enlightened farm management practices, the Resettlement Administration
has begun activities which have raised
living standards for hundreds of thousands throughout the country.
With the co-operation of the county
agricultural agent and the rural rehabilitation supervisor of the Resettlement
Administration a farm and home management plan is worked out by the farm
family to which a loan is made. Assets
and liabilities of the farmer and of his
land are considered as well as the potentialities for cultivation of crops
which will net the maximum cash return. Crop rotation and diversification are provided which will aid in the
H calthy childl'en ill hcalthy sl/rrol/lld'lIgs make fOl' better
protection of soil fertility and in givcitizclls. A Ilew hOllle 011 Pellde,.{ea H olllcstcads, a I"cscting food crops for a varied family diet.
t/cmcllt comtlllltzity P"ojcct at PClldc,.{ca, N ol,th Caz'olillO
The best possible use of farm products
for family food is provided for in the
experts believe that if the state of Mississippi were to home management plan for the farm wife whose conreach the national average in expenditure per pupil, 99.3 tribution to the success of the family health and reper cent of the state's total income would be utilized to habilitation is a major one. Family needs are budgeted,
defray the costs of education.
and care is taken in the preservation of foods for winter
The southern states now spend a larger proportion of use. Stability is an important objective in improving
the tax monies for schools than any other section. The the lot of the farmer, and this aim is reached, in part at
number of children added annually to the national least, through securing a written lease with a three-year
population finds its largest recruits from the Old South. minimum tenure for farmers who obtain rehabilitation
If the farm areas of the South continue to contribute to loans. This security of tenure is a first long step toward
the population at the present rate of increase, within a real farm security. By helping the farmer help himcentury more than one-half the inhabitants of the self, the Resettlement Administration is making it posUnited States will be descended from the residents of the sible for the farmer to re-establish himself in the comsoutheastern part of the nation. This rate of popula- munity and become a productive member of society.
tion growth might be simplified by a comparison with
Destitute farm families located on land incapable of
the farm population of the North: among farm families producing profitable crops even with the best of methof the South ten adults rear fifteen children while in ods and equipment present another problem which Rethe North ten adults rear only seven children. This settlement is attacking though on an experimental scale.
disparity becomes progressively more acute with the These farmers are being relocated or resettled on better
passage of succeeding generations. Population experts land. From the isolation of substandard areas families
say that by 1960 there will be 2,400,000 children on are being moved to self-governing communities consouthern farms as compared with 1,900,000 in 1935. structed by the Resettlement Administration or to
Many social and economic changes may transpire which farms acquired for resettlement purposes by this agency.
will modify the entire picture which the population ex- About 3,200 farm families are being helped by these
perts now paint for us, but whatever may happen gen- methods. In the communities public service facilities,
erations hence, the facts are that today's children to a good housing, and supervision for improved agriculture
degree never before experienced are being reared on as well as opportunity for co-operative activity are prosouthern farms. This contribution to the blood of the vided. In resettlement to existing farming areas, the
.nation has placed a responsibility on the commonwealth relocated farm family soon finds a place in normal comto improve conditions for the future citizens, future munity life of the surrounding countryside.
As a demonstration in farm tenant assistance the Reparents, and future fiber of the nation.
The Resettlement Administration has been making settlement Administration is carrying forward ten masocial and economic contributions toward bringing some jor tenant security projects in as many states in the
degree of security and improvement to southern farm- South, each project involving about one hundred farm
ers. These steps have been taken through the rural re- families. Good hnd for family-sized farms is acquired
habilitation program whereby low 'income farmers and on a five-year lease with the option on the part of the
those destitute or near the ragged edge of poverty can tenant of renewing, if he is a successful farmer, or of
obtain credit, and technical guidance. ,Through provid- purchasing on a long term low-interest payment plan.
ing credit and loans. for the purchase of workstock and Through these tenant secu;ity (Col1tinued 011 page 32)
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World Christian
Conterence at
Hangcho'W
By
Florence G. Tyler

A.T Jerusalem in 1928, two hundred fifty people from
.I"l... fifty-two countries representing twenty-six national Christian Councils gathered together to discuss the welfare of the church and of all the activities
pertaining to the Christian community. The thought
and discussion of this group centered around the socalled "younger churches" which were represented by a
goodly proportion of nationals.
In this conference there were forty women, including
about ten from America. The conference lived together
on the Mount of Olives for three weeks, over the Easter
season. There it set new standards for the church and
for all types of mission work. Some of these standards
have been realized and many have not. The church
moves slowly, especially when it tries to move as a unit.
And now at the end of ten years the time seems ripe
for a restudy of the whole Christian world situation, for
in these ten years dictatorships and the totalitarian state
have arisen. Communism has made great gains. Ethiopia has been swallowed up. Japan and Germany have
gone militaristic, taking many other nations in their
wake. China has been shaken from end to end. Nationalism has made great strides in India where mass
movements toward Christianity are in the ascendant.
Organized industry has invaded the jungles of Africa.
The Philippines are on their way to independence. Mexico has taken an attitude against the church. The South
American countries are asserting a spirit of independence;
and wars and international misunderstandings have
flourished, though the recent peace conference is hoping
to lead the way to a new international understanding.
Spain is being torn asunder by internal strife with the
church at the vortex of the struggle. The Near East
has developed increasing antagonism toward the church
and the whole world has been through a terrific financial
depression.
Here in America where the greater part of the world
missionary budget is carried, the depression has fallen
heavily and mission budgets have been cut in a disastrous
way. Mission work the world around has been subjected
te the scrutiny of Christian and non-Christian folk and
mission boards have been forced to study and restudy
their work and to cut vertically as well as horizontally.
At last the tide has turned and times are getting easier
JULY

1937

il1iss Sallie LOll il1acKillIIol', Foreign Secretary,
BOQl"d 0/ il1issiolls, who is Olle 0/ five women in the
A merican delegation to the Hangc/lOw Con/el"ence

and hope is ahead, but the thing to which we look forward is not "the good old times" we left in 1929 but
something far better, far more Christian, far more cooperative. Co-operation between nations, between classes, between races, and between denominations for a new
order will mean changes for the church as well as for
everything else.
How could any time be more strategic than now for
a conference on "The Christian World Community"
such· as that planned by the International Missionary
Council for the fall of 1938 at Hangchow, China?
This conference proposes to be one in which the problems of the church and the Christian community, north,
south, east, and west, will be discussed. Because it will be
located in the East and because the majority of those attending the conference will be from the East, attention
w1ll be centered on the problems of that area, but the
problems of the West will not be overlooked, and the
thinking and experience of the Christian world will be
focused on these problem~ for the benefit of all.
Roughly, the allocation of delegates is as follows: Nationals, 207; missionaries, 68; sending countries, 85; total, 360. To this will be added staff members and certain co-opted persons which will bring the number to
around four hundred.
The conspectus provides that (Col1th11led 01t page 30)
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The commllnity center at the co-operative farm

Typical new homes on the co-operative farm

Christian Co-operative Living

I

I
I
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By JUANITA BROWN

I
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ABOUT twenty miles southwest of Clarksdale, Mis- venture in co-operative farming. The project was prosissippi, and about ten hours' ride south of Mem- posed by a group of Southern men-Dr. William R.
phis, there is in process a unique experiment in Amberson, Howard Kester, H. L. Mitchell, Blaine
Treadway, and others. It was also Southern men who
co-operation.
It is a scientific fact and the experience of several decided that the demonstration should be made with
millions of people that the system of cotton tenancy white and colored people living on the S:une farm and
that has prevailed in the South since the war between working together on the principles of Christian brotherthe states is not meeting the social and economic needs hood. Mr. Sam H. Franklin, Jr., of Tennessee, who
of the people of this section. Competition with fifty had been a missionary to Japan, was selected as the resident director of the farm. Interother cotton-producing countries;
est in the project on the part of
competition with rayon; the westSherwood
Eddy resulted in his
ern move of cotton into large
leadership in raising the necessary
areas of Texas and Oklahoma; the
money. Dr. Eddy is a Student
introduction of machinery into the
Secretary of the Y.M.C.A., the
industry; soil erosion; and the imauthor of a number of books, and
poverishment of those who till the
a world traveler and lecturer.
soil make a new system in the South
A Mississippi delta farm of 2,inevitable and urgently necessary.
13 8 acres of black cotton soil was
Temporary expedients used by the
purchased at a cash cost of $17,Government have not proved
500. Most of the money was borwholly successful.
rowed, but at interest of only 20
Owners of plantations and of
per cent. A board of five trustees
large farms in recent years have
was
formed. Within a few days
found themselves in distress, many
after the deed was transferred,
of them having .lost practically all
twenty-four sharecropper families
their material possessions. Sharehad been settled on the farm.
croppers and tenant farmers for a
Most
of these people were evicted
long time have been in direst povtenants from Arkansas, members
erty-their undernourished bodies
of the Southern Tenant Farmers'
and weakened morale are indicaUnion;
some of them were Missistive of how' the system under
sippians; and at least one family
which they have lived has retarded
was from Alabama. Temporary
the development of personality.
houses from timber on the farm
It was the suffering of the shareSam H. Fra"klin, Jr., resident diwere quickly constructed and
cropper that stirred a group of
rector of the Delta Co-operative
made habitable; they were screened
men in March of 1936 to make a
Farm, Hillhollse, Mississippi
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Plowing between the COttOIl rows at the Delta Farm

The pOllltry specialist at the Delta Farm

and water from a common spring was pumped to their which each member has had in this value, based upon
his total contribution in work during the year, is estidoors.
The Delta Co-operative Farm has four basic princi- mated."
ples: "Efficiency in production and economy in finance
The farm is seeking to realize its second principle
through the co-operative principle"; "participation in by means of education, leadership training, and lifting
the building of a socialized economy of abundance"; the of morale of organized agricultural labor. This experiprinciple of "interracial justice"; "realistic religion as a ment hopes to have a part in the struggle for a socialized
economy in the United States. The farm hopes to be
social dynamic."
In an effort to realize the goals of efficiency and econ- able to point out a way of solution to the problem of
omy, the farm was organized as a consumers' and pro- technological unemployment in agriculture. It will inducers' co-operative, all members belonging to both or- troduce the Rust cotton picker.
Interracial justice, the third principle of the projganizations. The land itself is held only in trust for
those who are living on it; it will be owned by the ect, characterizes all the policies of the farm. The inigroup as soon as they can pay for it. By producing tiators of this experiment believe that in order to solve
everything collectively and on a large scale, by diversi- the economic problem of the sharecropper and tenant
fying the farming and the home industries, by using farmer, who are both Negroes and white people, it will
the most efficient agricultural machinery, by collective be necessary for members of the two races to face their
production of a garden, of poultry, meats, and dairy common problems together. They believe that it is posproducts for co-operative use, the farm is trying to sible in the struggle for a livelihood to substitute coavoid the undesirable effects of the system of cotton operation for competition, equal opportunities for discrimination, respect for contempt, or pity. In religious
tenancy.
The first year $4,000 worth of lumber was sold and services, in social gatherings, in schools, the Negro and
$1,000 worth more was put into houses on the farm. white members of the Delta Co-operative Farm have
A number of hogs and cows were purchased, and a been strictly apart; in promoting the civic welfare of
poultry farm and a very large garden started. The con- the "village" and in carrying on the enterprises of the
sumers' co-operative store the first year paid nine per , farm, they have worked together.
, The fourth principle upon which the farm is organcent dividends; it sells to members of the farm and to
others at current prices and declares a dividend on pur- ized is religion. The group of men who began .the exchases to the members at the end of the year. Although periment are motivated by a desire to put into practice
the first year there were innumerable handicaps, in- their theoretical Christianity-their confession of love
cluding a late start for the crop and a drought which for all people. It is the motivation of realistic religion
burnt up the garden and some of the cotton, the mem- that most markedly differentiates the Delta Co-operabers of the farm made a net profit of $9,987.62. After tive Farm from Government Resettlement projects. A
$678.26 was paid to the trustees to help amortize the sincere effort is being made to teach and to practice the
debt, each family had a cash income of $327.53. In principles of brotherhood.
addition the farm issued to each family certificates of
The co-operative is governed by a democratically
deferred payment for the amount of $122.29. These elected Council of five members-everyone over sixcertificates are for work which members performed in teen years of age has one vote. Of the five members
. improving the farm, such as building houses, making of the Council not more than three persons may be of
roads, and clearing land. "At the end of each year a one race. A new Council is elected every six months,
conservative estimate of the net appreciation in the and the chairman is automatically the "mayor" of the
value of the property through labor is made with the "village." Sometimes remarkable decisions are made at
approval of the auditors, and the proportionate part Council meetings. It was (Continued on page 33)
JULY 1937
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· Palllletto-thatched 111diatl hallie Otl Gratld Coil/all

A hOllseboat home atlchored itl the sea 1IIa1'sh

f.llnong the Indians of Louisiana
By MARY BETH LITTLEJOHN

AND

WILHELMINA HOOPER

TONG before the "Mayflower" brought its load of tally lacking for the majority. Even though an occabrave immigrants to North America, and be- sional Indian has money, education is still denied him.
fore the French peasants, afterward famous in He is not allowed in the "white" school. There are few
song and story as the Acadians, had left their beautiful schools for Negroes in Indian communities. If oile is
country to establish a new home in Canada, the Houma available, he will not attend. His plight is serious and
Indians, then a proud and powerful tribe, roamed the gravely complicated by his mixed racial heritage.
wide and fertile plains of Louisiana, a veritable "happy
The deaconesses and missionaries in Houma, long inhunting ground." The encroachment of the whites terested in these Indians, found an opportunity to open
pushed other tribes westward and eventually the Choc- a school for the group at Dulac. It was organized in
taws and Chickasaws invaded the Houma territory. October, 1932, with volunteer teachers. Two. consecrated women labored month after month doing eduThe result-a fusion of tongues.
Descendants of these once fierce tribes are still to cation, social, and religious work in the Dulac combe found in comparatively large numbers in southern munity, and reaching many in other more isolated secLouisiana. Pushed ever and ever down towards the tions.
Evangelistic efforts, carried on with more or less irGulf by the white man's greed for land, most of them
regularity over a period of ten
now dwell in the far reaches of the
years, had resulted in a small group
innumerable bayous, or on isoof members of the Methodist
lated marsh islands where their
church. In the summer of 1936
camp boats, or scarcely more coman attractive chapel, a gift from a
modious palmetto-thatched huts,
fine Christian layman ·in Shrevefind an uncertain lodging on, or
port, was erected and dedicated.
near, a low ridge of land surThe
work was well started and a
rounded by a vast sea of water
regular pastor provided. Preachand marsh.
ing services, a Sunday school, singThese Indians are "outcasts"
ing meets, and an evening Bible
both economically and socially.
now constitute the regular
school
They are often the prey of the
program.
buyer of the product of their toil
In 1936 the Council appointed
-trapping and fishing.
Few
Deaconess Mary Beth Littlejohn
other occupations are open to
to
the Dulac work. She and Miss
them.
Food in abundance is
\Vilhelmina Hooper, one of the
theirs for the taking-sea food and
founders of the enterprise, are
wild game. They raise fruits and
meeting the immediate needs of
vegetables on the narrow ridge of,
the community. They teach· at
available land. Money for clothes,
FOllr
sisters
alld
their
b"otl,Dulac in the mornings, going in
home comforts, medical care, recer who are alllotlg the frietlds
the afternoons to more distant
reation, and education is almost toof the workel's at Dulac
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with real Illdialls
as act%s at Dlllac,
LOllisialla (le/t)

LOllisialla's 0 II I y
Illdian Chlll°ell is
at Dlliac (below)

commumties for extension schools.
They conduct the Sunday school,
the Bible school, and other churcr.
and community activities, includtng
canning schools, clothing
meets, and health programs.
In the varied program of the Dulac Mission the workers make direct contact with as many as sixty-five families, a total of about three hundred fifty persons, all
living within a radius of three miles of the school.
Other families within this area and many beyond are
reached only indirectly as yet.
Our readers may be able to visualize the work more
fully through the pen pictures printed below.
It was the first day of the first school for seventy-five
black-eyed, eager Indian boys and girls, ranging in age
from six to twenty-six. For two weeks preparations
had been going on for this great, mysterious occasion.
The hour had arrived! Solemnly, silently, wide-eyed,
they filed in and took their places, with some confusion,
on overturned tubs, soap boxes, and homemade benches. The fathers, mothers, and grandparents, equally
awed and with the little ones in arms or clinging to
skirts, formed in line around the wall. The teacher
knew no word of French, the children none of English.
A worker from Houma was present. The names were
enrolled and a lesson presented by the use of a chart and
.
"F at her, " "moth
pictures:
er," "b aby, ""b oy, " an d
"girL" Time for recess. \Vith difficulty the pupils
realized that they were expected to leave the room.
A visiting preacher, sensing their plight, gave a wild,
schoolboy whoop, and ran out of doors, followed more
sedately by a group of excited but mystified children
and their parents. They learned a little about play and
were called back into the school. Pencils and paper
distributed, they began the acquaintance of these strange
tools of education.
JULY 1937

The next day when recess came some of the smaller
children refused to be budged. After much labor their
replies were interpreted, "We came to school to study,
not to play."
But in spite of all difficulties recess came to be a part
of the daily schedule. The teacher, at the proper moment and with the correct attitude, pronounced the
words twice, clearly and distinctly, "recess, recess!"
The children invariably laughed,
but rose and filed out to play.
The teacher asked a visitor,
"Why do the children laugh
whenever I say 'recess'?"
A pupil replied in French,
"\Vhy does the teacher say, 'Riz
sec' [dry rice] when she wants us
to go out and play?"
It is Christmas Eve, a little after

sunset. The
program at the
school is over,
the gifts distributed. Fifteen or more
Indians and
their teachers
board the little f ish i n g
boa t waiting
at the school
pier, and the
carolers are on
Olle 0/ the trappers of the Indian
their way
sectioll ill LOllisialla
dow n Grand
Caillou! How
beautiful the night! One who has never seen Louisiana's
oak-fringed, tranquil bayous by moonlight cannot conceive the indescribable beauty-a tangible spiritual quality. Sweet strains of "Silent Night," "0 Little Town
of Bethlehem," "Joy to the World," and other hymns
float out across the water to the ears and hearts of the
dwellers in the little cabins and boats along the way,
all sordidness veiled in the mystic beauty of the moonlight, all hearts at peace re-echoing the refrains of joy.
Two hours we float, as in a mystic world, the
soft chug-chug of the motor accompanying the songs.
The motor ceases its labor, we turn to a pier where we
:Ire eagerly, graciously welcomed and accompanied to the
house. The children gather (Colltillued 01l page 34)
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The men's Bible class of Nolensville Church, organized
November, 1936, by a Scarritt stlldent

Haynes hlt/ior High School, six miles north of
Nashville, Tennessee

I

Co-operating in Rural COnlnlunity
Service

\

By ELIZABETH WATSON
','

ow may

the church best serve its rural commu- Hermitage Circuit, Hendersonville Circuit, Trinity. nities? This question has been asked many times Epworth Circuit, Buffalo Church, Split-Log School,
by pastors, deaconesses, church stewards, rural Springfield Community Center, Brentwood Negro
workers, church-wide committees, church school teach- School, and Haynes Junior High School for Negroes.
Students at Scarritt College were assigned to these
ers, and conference officials.
One answer to this question is now being given by a schools and churches, to work in them and in their
joint committee composed of members from the Ten- communities as part of their training in Christian leadnessee Conference Board of Christian Education, the ership. Each student spent at least six hours in the
Tennessee Conference Board of Missions, the Woman's preparation and carrying out of such activities as coaching plays and basketball games, playground supervision,
S_ection of the Board of Missions, and Scarritt College.
In the autumn of 1936 work in several rural com- Girl Scout programs, programs for young people's demunities in Middle Tennessee was begun as an experi- partments and missionary societies, study classes, Sunday
mental enterprise with financial and advisory backing school work, and community "sings."
Of course the consent, approvby these co-operating agencies.
al, and assistance of leaders in
Deaconess Sarah McCracken was
--1
these various communities were
appointed to head up this project.
necessary before the work could
"The purpose of this joint plan
be planned and built up. Presidfor rural co-operation in the Tening elders, pastors, teachers, prinnessee Conference is to seek to
cipals, church school officials,
provide effective training centers
and
missionary society members
for students seeking preparation
showed themselves ready and willfor rural work under the church
ing to co-operate.
at home and abroad, and by cooperative effort seek to strengthen
The plan of the committee IS
and develop the programs of alfor the workers to begin in the
ready existing agencies."
schools and churches and gradually broaden the scope of activities
Several
rural
schools
and
so that the church may take an inchurches were visited by Miss Mccreasingly important part in a soCracken and members of the cocial, recreational, educational, and
operating agencies before it was
religious "design for living;"
decided to center the work for the
At Split-Log School in \Villiamfirst year in the communities repA chllrch on the Nolensville Cirson County-a one-room buildresented by Nolensville Circuit,
c/lit of the Temlessee Conference

H
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A Girl Scout group at Haylles Junior High School

Children of the Split.Log School, Williamson County, Tenn.

ing, with its double desks, blackboarded walls, and a Conference. To these meetings she took, at different
little stove in the center of the room-a community times, thirty-two missionaries and deaconesses who were
Sunday school has been organized. Everyone is invited; on furlough and studying at Scarritt; in seventeen proit is everybody's Sunday school; pastors from various grams she has had foreign students take part. These
churches are invited to preach there; if there is to be students are from Mexico, China, and Korea. The peopreaching on a certain Sunday, it is announced by writ- ple of the conference were very much interested in these
ing on the blackboard on Friday. Four Scarritt stu- visitors.
dents work at Split-Log, two in the Sunday afternoon
During the summer of 1937 those in charge of this
session and two on Friday afternoon in a recreational rural work plan to organize, assist with, or lend plans
program for the children, usually out of doors.
and materials for about twenty-four Vacation Church
At Haynes Junior High School, six miles north of Schools in the Tennessee Conference. Several Scarritt
N ashville, work was begun with the organization of a students who have already had experience in this type
Girl Scout Troop, which met with an enthusiastic re- of work are expecting to help with these programs. In.
sponse from the girls of the seventh, eighth, ninth, and Mayall students had an opportunity to attend the
. tenth grades. Entrance into this community was made course on leadership in Vacation Church Schools, put
through the Parent-Teachers' Association. One of the on at Scarritt College by the Department of the Local
teachers in this school assisted in organizing the troop Church of the General Board of Christian Education.
and planning its program, and is to take over the reOf course pastors and teachers are giving valuable
assistance in working out plans for these schools,
sponsibility for the group.
The work of the community center at Springfield taking into consideration the facts that strict gradhad already been planned by the local women interested ing into age groups is impracticable, separate rooms
in such a project, and a new building was being erected are not always available, and that joint programs must
when the Scarritt students began visiting there. They be worked out to give every child a delightful week of
went over on the bus and assisted with recreational pro- work and play, skilfully combined and including pegrams. However, after one quarriods of worship, singing, handcraft, games, study, and stories.
ter, it was found that local leadIn all these schools, Scarritt stuers could best carryon this comdents will teach, and their work
munity center work, so that the
students were placed elsewhere.
will be directed or supplemented
There were new vistas of potential
by local leadership.
work opening up every day, for
These Vacation Church Schools
rural leaders and followers. The
are to be open to all children so
problem is not 1.(}hat but how.
that leaders in each community,
of
whatever denomination, will be
One phase of church work in
interested in preparing for and
which Methodist people are beand helping with the schools.
coming increasingly interested is
Each community is interested
that of special missionary pronot only in its own membership
grams-mission study classes, misbut also in Vacation Schools for
sion days, mission institutes. Durneighboring commumtles, and
ing the spring and winter quarters
many have offered transportation
Miss McCracken participated in
for the teachers, and are co-operatforty missionary programs in vaThe school bus brings the congrega.
.
.
mg m vanous ways.
rious £ections of the Tennessee
tion to Penningtoll's Bend church
JULY
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The China W olllan's Missionary
Society Meets
By MRS. B. \'Y'. LIPSCOMB

T

HE twentieth session of the China Conference
\\Toman's Missionary Society met in Soochow April
7-12, 1937, at the Davidson School. There were
present about two hundred delegates including adults,
young people, and children, also a number of missionaries. Among those present were thirty-seven women
who had been members twenty years.
The chapel where the meetings were held was well
filled at all sessions. The meeting was characterized by
all the marks of a first-class woman's missionary conference as to order of business and program. It was
especially distinguished by features which were fitting
for the celebration of the twentieth anniversary meeting. There were envelopes of appropriate literature
for each delegate, exhibits of charts and pictures, a
pageant, and a twentieth anniversary gift of money.
Each of these features was carefully planned and reflected the highest credit upon the fine Chinese women
who during these twenty years have developed into
the efficient, consecrated leaders of the conference.
Mrs. Tsiang, who in 1919 with Miss Atkinson attended the \'Y'oman's Missionary Council meeting at
Memphis, for several years has been the president of the
conference. Visions of Miss Bennett arose before my
mind as I watched this elect Chinese woman preside with
poise, efficiency, and graciousness.
Mrs. Tsao, who in 1930 was a member of the Chinese delegation to the General Conference at Dallas, is
the capable, trusted treasurer who wears that wellknown «treasurer air" of joy in the receipt of missionary money, and of reluctance in its expenditure. She
left the conference room bearing a tray piled high with
red envelopes containing the twentieth anniversary offering. There was the same glow on her face that I
have seen on the faces of Mrs. Ross, Mrs. Fulton, and
many conference treasurers, more often than I can
count.
This is an appropriate place to pay my respects to
Mrs. Tsao's ability as an interpreter without whose help
this visitor would have been unable to bring an unofficial greeting from the mother in America to her
daughter in China. She not only speaks beautiful English, but has the ability to render the indifferent speech
of her co-speaker into a telling one for the Chinese
audience.
As conference secretary, Mrs. Woo stands with the
best. Her presentation of conference statistics and conference conditions was all that could be desired in form
and content. Mrs. Woo's family and personal story is
deeply interesting as an illustration of the Christian
movement in China.
22
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Every conference president would rejoice in the challenging, interesting reports that were made by the superintendents of study and social service and by the five
district secretaries. These officers are capable and diligent and keep the work of the missionary society moving to the fore.
The reports of auxiliaries were made by the repre:;entatives in line with blanks which had been furnished,
including number of members, amount of money sent
to the conference treasurer and amount kept in the soc~ety, the number of auxiliary meetings, evangelistic
efforts, number of hearers and probationers and social
service work undertaken. These delegates of adult and
young people's societies ranged in personality from the
best young, trained woman of present-day China to the
poorest village ta ta sponsored by the district secretary
while she gave her report.
Some of the country women present could not read,
some had learned to read in the short-term schools
which are conducted by the conference missionary society each year. They tugged at my heart as all missionary women have done these years, some because they
were so efficient, others because they were so timid-all
because they so joyfully undertook their work for the
dear Lord. How I wished the women at horne might
see them as the fruit of their own love and faith through
the years!
A group of sixty-six children representing thirtynine societies gave their reports at an hour set apart for
them. Most of them concluded the report of the
amount of money raised with the words, «We have sent
it aU; we have notbing left."
There were reports from the work maintained by the
conference in Manchuria and across the Yangtze-kiang
that stirred the hearts of those who heard, just as the
messages of the missionaries from the Orient, Latin
America, and Africa do the hearts of our Council and
conference women at horne.
During the institute hours plans for the work of the
year were discussed. Family life is the special project
of this year. Some questions, not familiar to our societies at home l were raised, such as how to be a good
mother-in-law, and what to tell a woman who in a
meeting had become the first Christian in her family
and who was beaten when she went horne. Such questions called for a high grade of wisdom, the result of
much prayer.·.A feeling of shame for our own group
at horne arose in my heart when the large number of
hands were raised indicating that family prayer was
conducted in their homes.
At one institute hour the (Continued on page 31)
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The Spiritual Life and Message
How to Pray
By CHARLES E. JEFFERSON

F you wish to learn to pray, then first of all select
a place for prayer, and keep it sacred. Of course
you can speak to God anywhere, but if you would
come to pray with largest satisfaction then pray habitually in one particular place. In time the place will
help you, and one needs all the assistance one can get.
Decide 011 fixed hours of jJrayer. To be sure, one
can pray at any time, but if you would l1fake rapid
progress in your prayer life, then pray at stated times.
The body likes regularity and so also does the spirit.
The clock will by and by assist you in praying, and no
form of help should be neglected.
When you have arrived at the place and hour of
prayer, get down on your knees. No doubt one can
pray in any posture-sitting, standing, lying down, or
walking, but one learns best to pray by praying on one's
knees. That is the posture that little children take, and
grown-up suppliants when on an eager quest instinctively bend the knee. There is something in the bended
knee which assists the soul in approaching God. Let
the body help you all it can.
011 bended knees close )Iour eyes. Undoubtedly one
can pray with eyes wide open, but there are reasons why
the eyes in prayer should be closed. The physical world
rushes in upon us through the eyes. The eyelids are
doors, and at the hour of prayer they should be closed.
The soul looks out upon a universe of form and color
through the eyes. They are windows which in the hour
of prayer should be curtained. In order to come into
communication with the invisible, the visible should be
blotted out.
You are now in the inner chamber, and the door being shut, it is time to prepare the mind. It is not easy
to come into communion with a person who is invisible,
and spiritual preparedness is indispensable. One must
make diligent use of his will. The thoughts must all be
called in, the feelings must be subdued, you must think
God. Think of His greatness, His wisdom, His goodness, His love. Think of His presence, His willingness
to help, and to help now.
If the mind is refractory, curb it by the use of the
lips. Repeat aloud a few of the promises of Jesus.
There is nothing better than this: "Ask and ye shall
receive, seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall be
opened unto you, for everyone that asketh receiveth, and
he that seeketh findeth, and to him that knocketh it
shall be opened." By the repetition of Jesus' words the
spirit is fortified and one's faith is increased.
The heart now being ready, pour out your prayer into
audible words. One can pray in silence, but in order to
pray well in silence it is best to begin praying in words
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that the ear can hear. The ear helps one to attend to
the work on hand. It makes it more difficult for the
mind to wander. The effort of the tongue to put the
heart's wishes into articulate speech keeps the prayer
from degenerating into a reverie or meditation or dream.
When one prays habitually in silence, he is in danger of
becoming lazy and slipshod in his praying, and prayer
has a tendency to become vague and feeble and thin.
Pray il1 your OWI1 way. Be entirely yourself. If you
are genuinely yourself, you will not pray like anybody
else. If you try to imitate some gifted saint, you will
certainly fail. If you are ambitious to pray like others,
it is because you are vain and look upon prayer as a
performance. Why not be content to be simply and
solely yourself, using your own language and your own
style, allowing your whole soul to come to full and
natural expression? David could not fight in the armor
of Saul, nor can you pray in the style of anyone else.
Begin your prayer by speaking the uppermost thing
in your mind. Let the dominant impulse lead. Always start where you are, rather than from some conventional point from which you think you ought to
start. There is no reason why every prayer should begin in the same way. Let your present experience determine what you are to say first. If you are full of
gratitude, give thanks; if you are weighted down with
contrition, confess your sins; if you eagerly desire some
particular thing, ask for it at once. If it is not your
own need, but the need of others which is most potent
in your thought, let your prayer 'begin with intercession. Much depends on beginning right, and you do
not begin right unless you begin where you are most
alive.
111 your praying be specific. Shun generalities; they
chill the heart and reduce prayer to a monotonous formality. Do not confess sins in general, but particular
sins, and not sins committed years ago, but sins which
are yet fresh in your mind. Ask forgiveness for. the
latest cruel word, for the last hateful thought, and for
the most recent mean act. It is only when one picks up
some one particular sin and looks it squarely in the face
in the presence of God that one becomes either sorry
or ashamed or repentant. Thanksgiving also should be
specific. It is not enough to thank God for his goodness
in general or for his mercies el1 masse. Pick out the
blessing which has made you glad, and thank him for
that. Name it. It will become more real when you
name it. Lay it before God all by itself. It will become more beautiful when you separate it from the
great mass of his mercies. Gratitude becomes keener
when one gets his eyes and (Continued on page 32)
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Let Me Tell You a Good Story
span both inside and out. Marcal is the name of the oldest
boy, an intelligent chap of about fourteen. He is the chief
cook and housekeeper, and he does it like an expert. In addition, Marcal helps Dr. Nelson with the medical work, sterilizing instruments, helping with the bandaging, etc. All
these things are important, but of course his schooling is considered most important, and so Marcal spends much of his
time in the one-room school of the mission. But wllere did
the boy come from? About nve years ago Marcal was working in the jungle not far away, where he was bitten by a
poisonous snake. He went to Dr. Nelson for treatment,
and, being an orphan without a home, liked the doctor so
much that he asked to be allowed to
remam.
And he's been there ever
smce.
The second one has a somewhat
longer name, Floriano Peixoto Cayua,
and is about eight years of age.
Floriano has a good reason for liking
the "doutor," as he calls Dr. Nelson,
for he would not be alive today had it
not been for the skilful hands of the
young physician. Several. years ago
Floriano was left one night asleep on
the dirt floor of the rude hut far in the
jungle where he lived while his drunken
parents went to a dance. It happened
to be a cold night, and as the family
possessed no blankets or other covers,
there was a good nre built in the middle
OU might not have thought it,
of the floor, and Floriano was sleeping
but the picture on this page was
very near it. Sometime during the
taken in the heart of the Brazilian
night he rolled over into the nre, and
jungle, on the edge of one of the
woke up screaming with his back horlargest unexplored regions in the
ribly burned. The boy's parents did
world. The young man is Dr. Nelnot return the following day, but forson de Araujo, the nrst medical mistunately Dr. Nelson happened to pass
sionary to be sent out by the young
by and heard the cries of agony comMethodist Church of Brazil. The
ing from within the hut. He immefour Indian boys are native Cayuas
diately put the boy on, a horse and took
Dr. Nelson de Araujo with his
adopted by Dr. Nelson, and in their
him
to the mission. The burn was a
four Indian boys, Fi/andro in /tis
arms, Marcal and Floriano at
sparkling eyes are the four stories that
serious one, and Floriano was in treateither side, and Alberto in front
combine to make the true tale for
ment there for weeks. In the meantime one of his parents was killed in a
this page.
Eight years ago a call was sounddrunken row and the other one left the
ed throughout Brazil for a physician to go along with an country. So Floriano was left with Dr. Nelson.
agriculturist, a teacher, and an evangelist to start work among
The next boy has a story also. His name is Filandro, and
the Cayua Indians in the remote state of Matto Grosso. Dr. his age is nve. In December this boy had been with Dr.
Nelson had just nnished his medical course, after having Nelson only a few months and was still very timid and
studied in one of our mission schools, and he accepted the fearful. But he had reason to be afraid of people, for he
challenge. He left the rich promises of the big cities of had experienced little but hatred in the few years of his
civilized Brazil, and buried himself in the jungle with those life. Two or three years before, this boy's parents had moved
Indians, where he has been continuously save for a few months' even farther away from civilization and not wanting to be
vacation nve years ago. I visited him last December, and so bothered with a small child had given him to a nearby
I know how far removed his post is. We didn't hear of family to act as a servant. Destined to be little more than a
the abdication of Edward VIII until almost two weeks after slave, he was treated more like an animal than a human being.
it occurred. On December 15 the mission received a paper He was constantly whipped, half-starved, and made to work
like a man. The other children in the family did not like
postmarked from Sao Paulo, September 10!
Dr. Nelson did not wait to get married before going to the the newcomer, and delighted in kicking him around and
Indians. But out there he saw so many homeless Indian spitting in his face. No wonder Filandro was timid and
children that he has adopted four already! Now all he lacks afraid of human beings. But fortunately Dr. Nelson heard
is a wife. The doctor and his four little Indians live in a of the case and managed to get hold of him; so today he has
four-room shack all to themselves.. It is not a very com- a home, and he, too, is in the picture.
Bright-eyed little Alberto, the youngest of the four, has
fortable place, as three of the rooms have dirt floors, all the
furniture is made of boxes, and the kitchen stove is crudely only seen the world for about three years, but if he could
made of bricks. But it is home to them. The little house, understand all that has happened to him, he would tell a
surrounded by flowers and fruit trees, is always kept spick and story more tragic than any of the (Continued 011 page 31)
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UST two years ago Charles Clay, with his wife,
Helen, and his little girl, "Robin," were passing
through Nashville en route to Brazil. He had
lived for years as the son of a missionary in Brazil, and
so the matter of acquiring the language was comparatively simple. Recently he has taken a trip into the
only mission that the Brazilian Methodist Church is
operating. To reach that mission he traveled five days
and five nights by every conceivable mode of travel,
found the mission, two hundred miles from the nearest
railroad and only two hundred
feet from the edge of the jungle
in which the Indians live and that
Mr. Clay was told is the largest
unexplored area of the globe except the polar regions. Our dear
young friend is teacher of Bible
in the Seminary and High School
Departments of Granbery College
and has in his Bible classes in Granbery four hundred eighty students. "But I enjoy the work
immensely." His kodak got for
us the picture at right.-E. H. R.
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The Missionary Society
Tbe August Program Topic: Christian Missions and
Rural Life.
Worship and Meditation: \Vitness of the Resurrection.
Scripture: Acts 3: 1-21.

Witness of the Resurrection
If a reader came upon the Acts of the Apostles for
the first time, how would he describe this record?
He might begin by calling the book, "The Acts of the
Missionaries," for he would not forget that "missionary" is the Latin word for "apostle." Not all missionaries can be called apostles, but all the apostles at the
first were missionaries. The book would seem to him
the story of the outgoing of certain Jews in the years
which followed the death and resurrection of Jesus,
whom they called the Christ. It would at once be
classed among books in which there is movement. It
is a study in dynamics. Things happen. It could never
be described as a study in still life. The people with
whom it is concerned are moving. But two questions
must be asked: Wby are tbey moving? and By wbat
'ways?
They are moving with one message on their lips.
They are witnesses to the resurrection. One day Simon
and John, two of the three leaders in the first company,
healed a lame man in the porch of the temple known
as Solomon's Porch. An excited crowd gathered about
them, anxious to know the secret of the power, so
wonderfully shown. \'{That did they answer? They
preached "Jesus and the resurrection." And when they
were called before the elders and scribes, and were crossexamined, they made the same answer:
Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel,
that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth
this man stand here before you whole.

The healing was an occasion for the public declaration of the one thing which they had to say before
anything else.
Stephen comes into the story for only a short time.
But he was one of those gallant and impetuous knights
of whom the church of Christ always has need. He was
charged before the Sanhedrin; but his defense was no
tame apology; it was a defiance and a challenge. He
took that occasion to bear the same witness.
But, he being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly
into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on
the right hlmd of God, and said, Behold, I see the heavens
opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of
God.

That sealed his fate, and Stephen won the honor of
being the first of the martyrs. He may have been executed, or he may have been lynched, but in either case
JULY 1937

Stephen died because he was a witness to the resurrection. He did not go out into all the world; but there
was a young man named Saul who held the garments
of those who stoned him; and Saul went out into
many lands. Did he ever forget that witness of the
resurrection?
The testimony to the Living Lord
brought death to Stephen; but it was one of the ways
used by the Divine Spirit to bring Saul of Tarsus to the
light. He too in due time saw Jesus at tbe rigbt band
of God. In such ways the movement began and gathered power as it went.
The church itself through its individual members and
through its united witness went out into the world. It
was certainly a new and amazing fact that a body of
men and women should set out upon such a task. We
can read once more the words of M. Paul Claudel, well
known in America:

To engage people who are depicted to us as cowardly, inert,
rude, in an enterprise which is represented to us as paradoxically blasphemous, void of all human hope, certainly could
not have been an easy thing.
Something must needs
have happened. • • • . He that hath ears to hear let him
hear.
That is the word which was always on their lips.
"Something has happened. Christ is alive! Alive!"
By what ways did they go?
They went out with an unlimited commission. All
the world was before them, and they discovered in experience that all manner of roads were open to them.
Anywhere a new road might appear before them. An
Ethiopian might be going along a road, and Philip might
meet him. "A mere chance," we say, but Philip did not
think so, and that Ethiopian returning to the court of
Candace did not think so. The world was too full of
such occasions for these apostles to doubt that a plot
was proceeding in which they had their part. They believed that there was a divine hand at work on their
side. All that they had to do was to hold themselves
ready for the pressure of that hand and for the sound
of that voice. The Acts is a book, full of roads and
people traveling to and fro; but there is a plot proceedmg.
The first records seem to show a series of casual meetings, by means of which new members were brought
into the church of Christ. Simon is led to Cornelius, a
centurion of Caesarea, and takes occasion to preach the
resurrection. Paul and Silas happen to be in a prison in
Philippi when an earthquake takes place. That proved
the occasion in which before the morning a Roman
gaoler and his household were received into the church
of Christ. It was not the earthquake that brought
this about but the earthquake along witb the presence
and action of the two witnesses to the Living Christ.
The hour came and the men were ready for it.
As their Lord led these (Co11ti11ued on page 33)
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Th y Kingdolll COllle
rrYhe Kingdom of Heaven Is Like Unto Leaven Which a W0111,an
Looking l1head

W

RITING in Zion's Herald, J. Resler Shultz, describes a visit recently made to Edwin Markham.
Quoting from the poem, "The Look Ahead," he goes on:
\'7hen I asked this "brave knight-errant of the sea" of
human brotherhood and peace and good will, with what feelings he faced the world toward which human paths lead
sooner or later, he moved forward in his chair, a new light
came into his face, and in true Markham style he recited the
second stanza of his poem. It is this poem, "The Look
Ahead," that Mr. Markham has told me many times he regards as his intellectual biography. He closed his reactions
to my questions regarding his feelings at this point by saying,
"The days fly fast, the grave draws near, but I am ready for
it." He took a long look down the road of life and then
said, "There is no need for a fear of death; it is life's highest
adventure."
On the poet's work-table I noticed many manuscripts.
Here were poems upon which the poet had been working in
recent days. I said to him, "Are you finishing your work,
Mr. Markham?" With a quick turn of the head toward
those unpublished poems, he answered me. There was an
unusual emphasis upon the words he used. I was stirred and
thrilled by them as he said: "Am I fif\ishing my work? How
can one that is eternal finish his work in time? I must have
the spirit world in which to go about my tasks, for there
are worlds of work to be done." I could see his eyes were
looking farther than mine. He was seeing that realm in
which he is sure he will write greater poems than "The Man
with the Hoe" and "How the Great Guest Came." Mr.
Markham was looking ahead.
My mind was eager to hear his answer to one more question concerning that world into which the poet is sure he is
being beckoned. I said, "Mr. Markham, shall you know everybody in the spirit world?" He nodded an emphatic gesture
of agreement. "Since that is true and you are sure you will
know everyone when you enter the spirit world, who is it
you will look for first?" For Mr. Markham the answer was
easy. "I shall want to see Jesus first. I shall give him a
complete report on the conditions on the earth. The world
needs more than ever to be socialized, and men must be
brought into a complete brotherhood. Until I go I shall
be busy at that task of bringing in the world society of
brothers. Men must not live on one another but for one
another."
Again Mr. Markham's eys were looking ahead. When I
crossed again his threshold, he waved a cheery goodbye, and
he left ringing in my ears the words, "I'll look for you upon
the road on which I'll soon be walking. Keep your eyes
looking ahead."

His Human Side

I

N his editorials of May 6 Dan B. Brummitt, editor
of the Central Edition of the Cbristian Advocate,
pays a tender tribute to the late Bishop McDowell:

. . . . Bishop McDowell could have been a great gentleman
of the world, but his complete surrender to the love of Christ
made him the Lord's gentleman. In any company he did not
need to take precedence; men accorded it as a matter of
course. And he never used it meanly or cheaply.
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, He was a man of great emotional power, greatly controlled. Experiences which "found" him put indelible mark
on him. .H~ was never the same, for instance, but visibly
more ChrIstian and more apostolic after his and Mrs. McDowell's world journey among our church's missions in 1911.
!hat added a missionary bishop's stature to his general superintendency.
. Few men ever needed so little to ask other men's forgiveness, but once he did ask it, and I could not help but hear; for
the thing happened in the next office, with doors open.
A young preacher had been urging some matter upon the
bishop; a little too informally, as well as urgently, maybe.
And the bishop said to him, "Young man, I wonder if you
forget to whom you are speaking."
But the youth was in dead earnest. "I do not forget,
Bishop," he said; "I am the youngest and least in this Conference; but I hope you do not forget to whom Y01t are
speaking, a brother in the ministry of Christ!"
Instantly the bishop was on his feet, right hand extended.
"I would not forget that for the world," he said. "Forgive
me if it seemed that I did."
In that moment a lifelong friendship was born; a friendship rich beyond most; and the other man, now a great pastor of a great church, mourns Bishop McDowell today as a
son might mourn.....
There will be many to speak of McDowell the statesman
of Unification, the preacher to preachers, the educator who
learned and taught in the school of Christ. I speak of him
here as I knew him best; one who talked long ago about
feeding his soul though at the price of bread, who did it as
well as talked of it, and who never forgot to what matchless Person and ennobling servitude he had joyfully given
himself in measureless loyalty.

11 Prime Need
EW YORK TIMES recently quoted from a sermon by Dr. Halford E. Luccock of Yale, in which
he made the statement that "orientation to the potentialities of life rather than to its myths and fables is one
of the prime needs of the world today."

N

"We must strive for a clear, unhindered view of things as
they really are rather than as they have been built up through
myths and legends," he asserted. "There are all sorts of
fables alive in the world. \'7e have the fable of Aryan and
Nordic, the legends about Hitler and Hearst. Anthropology
has been commercialized to bolster up a scientific hoax coscerning racial purity.
"Medicine has been oriented to the actualities of germs.
Yet in other realms we persist in treating deep-seated hurts
by our emotional vibrations. \'7e need an orientation to our
potential desires rather than a limp acceptance of a condition."
Dr. Luccock said that one of the greatest dangers to mankind is the premature acceptance of ourselves as something
final and irrevocable.
"Orientation means considering life in terms of something
emerging rather than something congealed," he declared.
"One of our greatest needs is a reconciliation with ourselves
so as to avoid the bitterness that comes from ambitions that
have no relation to reality. It is necessary to realize one's
potentialities by getting out from behind the barricades that
are forever hemming us in. One of the great dangers in life
is the likelihood that we may not in our lifetime be exposed
WORLD
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Will Be Done

Took and Hid in Tbree Measures of Meal Till It Was All Leavened"
to the type of work that will bring out our latent talents;
and the surest way to search for the latent 'you' is revealed in
the manner in which you respond to life's 'musts.' \'V'hat
I'm pleading for is the Christian outlook. We must think in
terms of what Jesus cared most for. The deepest and most
real word in this world is the religious word."

Religion, Not Philosophy

S

PEAKING before the Bowdoin Institute of Philosophy," says the New York. Advocate, "President
James Rowland Angell of Yale University insisted that
religion, rather than philosophy, must change people and
that, therefore, the world 'must look to essential religion'
to discover the realistic answer to many problems."
I.

He said: "Anything which gives any promise of restoring some measure of sobriety of outlook, some common convictions among thoughtful and honorable men, is deserving of
encouragement. On the strictly intellectual side, philosophy
and science are alone likely to gain the necessary hearing from
our thinking leaders, and perhaps by contagion some shreds
of sanity may spread to common folk who have neither the
mental power nor the training to think through basic problems for themselves. In the larger area of feeling and emotion,
to which appeal has finally to be made before any social response of significant magnitude can be hoped for, I think we
must look to essential religion. I personally think that the
most sophisticated can with intellectual assurance turn to the
conviction that spiritual forces are indigenous to ultimate
reality, that they are in part reflected in such conceptions as
we have of justice and truth and beauty and the love of our
fellow-man." He added that the task of turning people as
individuals from malice, cruelty, and selfish lust "is a task
which religion can most easily perform and hardly any other
agency can make a real beginning."

Why We Should
Na letter to the editor of the Christian Advocate
(Central Edition), Rev. Robert E. Spencer, of
Fukuoka, Japan, tells of two answers, both from Japanese holders of advanced degrees from the United
States, to the question: \Vhy should we (America) send
Christianity to a foreign land which has good religions
of its own?"

I

i
1

. . . . I have gotten back an eye full! lowe it to Christians
in America to make it into an article. But just now I want
to quote two statements, both from women, both holders of
advanced degrees from the United States, both independent
thinkers. The younger one writes:
"I. A good religion is not necessarily tbe religion. One
is not true to himself if he does not share with others what
he has, which he considers to be tbe religion.
"2. When one begins to question why one has to propagate
Christ to others, he shows that he does not have Christ. For
as the nature of Christianity is such that the motive power of
missionary endeavor is the irresistible power welled up from
the gratitude toward Christ Jesus. So if one feels that missionary enterprise is a burden, one has to realize that he has not
found Jesus Christ yet.
JULY
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"3. The above-mentioned facts, namely, the Christian conviction and the irresistible power of a grateful child of God,
are the basic dynamics that push a Christian to go forward,
even to the end of the world. But one may count another
fact that distinguishes itself from secondary factors. That is
the moral dynamic. Followers of other religions may speak of
the same sort of moral code. But the cross of Christ gives a
Christian a dynamic to practice it."
The other lady, a busy educator, hasn't had time to put her
thoughts in writing yet. But when I dropped into her office
on another matter recently, she spoke of the question. Then
leaning back and closing her eyes, she said: "Even if there
were no non-Christians in the world, I think I should still
have to be going about telling of Christ's love."
As I have pondered these two testimonies from Japanese
ladies who came out of environments where Christ was not
known, I have felt that they constitute a challenge to you and
to me, living in an environment where we have been cashing
in on Christ's work of generations past, and perhaps forgetting
to appreciate it. "The motive of missionary endeavor is the
irresistible power welled up from the gratitude toward Jesus
Christ." The question is not whether we could improve the
wording, but whether we have the insight that this Japanese
young woman has.

How They Do It

F

ROM the findings of the American Business Men's
Research Foundation of Chicago comes the statement below on one phase of the liquor problem.

Of paramount significance in the development of the liquor
problem since repeal has been the increasing evidence that the
liquor interests are doing all in their power to influence and
bring pressure to bear upon various sources of factual information generally regarded by the public as impartial and unbiased.
Among others, the activities of the liquor propagandists in
this field, are the following:
A nation-wide attempt to silence or subsidize newspapers
in their record of and comment upon results of the relegalized
traffic in intoxicants, including the entire range of the AmerIcan press.....
Attempts to place in an embarrassing position, educators
who would otherwise speak frankly and fearlessly on the effects of alcohol and the traffic, through legislative enactments specifically allotting liquor taxes for school purposes. '
Attempts to intimidate legislative members by official trade
demands and presentation of liquor propaganda.
Attempts to give appearance of Government sponsorship
to liquor-selling methods and promotion programs. Attempts
to imply government sponsorship by appointments of former
Government officials to liquor organization positions.
"Boring from \'V'ithin" strategy. Efforts to dupe business
groups, fraternal orders, churches, etc., into sanctioning and
supporting the liquor traffic. Attempts to influence National
Safety Council to suppress reference to beer in accident reports.
Attempts to mislead prospective customers recruited from
the non-drinking classes, especially among youth and women;
unwarranted claims and unscrupulous cleverness of appeal in
countless display advertisements in the press, on billboards,
mail order folders, etc.
[ 275]
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of the lIrmenians

a Holiday 11ffair
"Never has he spared himself. He has been what I like to
caU a'p'racticing Christian' in a cause as broad as Intmanify
itself."-JAMEs G. McDoNALD, Commissioner of Refugees

EDITOR WORLD OUTLOOK:

correspondent of the air raid
that destroyed Guernica when
the town and country people
were trading on fair day in
open market:

Is it possible that Christian
people and civilized governments have lost all revulsion
and indignation at the wholeFirst, small parties of airplanes
sale slaughter of thousands of
threw
heavy bombs and hand
innocent women and children
grenades all over the town, choosby bombing planes? Modern
ing
area after area in orderly fashtimes have recorded nothing
ion. Next came the fighting maapproaching' what unbiased
chines, which swooped to machinenews reports have described day
gun those who had run in panic
after day in the destruction of
from the dugouts, some of which
a whole nation-the Basques.
Rev. S. G. Jllmall, D.D.
had already been penetrated by the
Missiollary, secl'etary, dip.
The slaughter of the Armenians
thousand-pound
bombs,
which
lomat, frielld of Latill
by the Turks was almost a holimake
a
hole
twenty-five
feet
deep.
America
day affair compared with the
Many of these people were killed
as they ran. A large herd of sheep
wholesale murder of innocent
noncombatants, in the present drive of the being brought to the market was also wiped out.
Spanish Rebel forces, led by German officers The object of this move apparently was to drive the
and Junker planes. A leading front page arti- population tinderground again, for next as many as
cle in the New York Times (April 30) suggests twelve bombers appeared at a time, dropping heavy
and incendiary bombs upon the ruins.
that this whole drive of the Rebels on Bilbao is
The only counter measures the Basques could embeing made because the German Air Minister
ploy-for they did not possess sufficient airplanes to
Goering wants to prove some of his theories reface the insurgent fleet-were those provided by the
lating to air offensives that he believes could be heroism of the Basque clergy. The clergymen
employed in Germany's next war! Basque of- blessed and prayed for kneeling crowds-Socialists,
ficials report that several weeks ago German Anarchists, and Communists in addition to the dearmy officers warned that if the Basques did not clared faithful-in crumbling dugouts.
make certain concessions, the German army
would guarantee the Rebel success.
In times past the moral indignation of huTo destroy innocent people anywhere is ter- manity has compelled less revolting acts of
rible enough. But to use bombing planes fur- tyrants to cease. Has it come to such a pass
nished to one side in a civil war to exterminate that civilization either no longer feels indignaa whole people has never been known before. tion or has lost its moral power to express it
The Basques, in their little corner of Northwest before such a scene?
Spain, have been a remarkable people, for a
We do not want other governments to chalthousand years. Guernica, the cradle of freelenge the Rebels and their allies, Italy and Gerdom and independence, has been the sacred spot,
many, by armed force. But if that is the only
which never in all history until this last week of
force left by which the Christian world may
April has been conquered. This sacred place,
protest, then civilization is about at its end.
with its sacred tree, is to the Basques what MecCordially yours,
ca is to the Mohammedans.
S. G. INMAN
Here is the description by aNew York Times
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Personals
For nearly half a century Bishop
William Fraser McDowell occupied a place of leadership in the Methodist Episcopal Church. Episcopal assignments sent him to India, China,
Japan, and the Philippine Islands in
1910 and 1911. In the Federal Council of Churches he was a leader from the
beginning. The most influential position which Bishop McDowell occupied
in his last years was the chairmanship
of the Commission on Interdenominational Relations and Church Union of
the three major branches of Methodism
in the United States. After his retirement Bishop McDowell continued his
residence in Washington, but was much
in demand for devotional addresses before ministerial gatherings.
It was
upon his return from such a service at
Morganton, North Carolina, on April
25, that he died on the next day. Funeral services at \Vashington on
\Vednesday, April 28, were in charge
of Bishop E. H. Hughes. Interment
was in Oak Grove Cemetery, Del:lware,

O.
Dr. Franklin N. Parker has recently resigned his position as Dean of
the Candler School of Theology of Emory University. It is gratifying to a
large circle of his friends and admirers
that he will continue to teach in the
Chair of Systematic Theology. In the
deanship of the School of Theology, Dr.
Parker is succeeded by Dr. Henry Burton Trimble, at present Professor of
Homiletics and Pastoral Theology.
When representatives of the Board of
Missions have held their annual Institutes in the School of Theology Dean
Parker has always opened the way and
given them his presence and help. Already Dr. Trimble has taken over this
fine function of missionary interest and
co-operation.
Rev. P. Lee Palmore, missionary
on furlough from Japan, has been appointed by Bishop Paul B. Kern supply
presiding elder of the Eastern Shore
District, Virginia Conference, taking
the place of Rev. S. J. Battin, who died
suddenly Sunday, April 4. His departure for Japan will be delayed until
after the session of the Annual Conference.
Dr. S., H. Wainright, Dean of
Southern Methodist mISSIOnaries in
Japan and General Manager of the
Christian Literature Society of that
country, was asked by the official
broadcasting station in Tokyo to speak
over an international hookup on the
night of May 21. The occasion was
JULY 1937

the celebration of the arrival of Dr.
and Mrs. \Vainright in Yokohama on
May 21, 1888. It was the celebration
of Dr. \Vainright's fiftieth year according to the Japanese way of reckoning
and also the golden wedding anniversary of Dr. and Mrs. Wainright, which
according to Western reckoning was
December 30, 1936. Dr. Wainright's
subject was "Fifty Years in Japan."
In a note recently come from her,
Mrs. Bert McGlamery announces
her retirement from the position of
Conference Superintendent of Literature and Publicity of the Central Texas Conference, a position she has long
so ably held.
The announcement
brings to our office real sorrow, because
she has not only done her work well,
but always writes cheerfully. It is certainly a cheerful note when she writes
that at the Annual Meeting, on the
World Outlook period, a pledge service
had been held, with the District Secretaries pledging district goals for the
year, the total of their pledges exceeding the Conference goal by more than
500. "More genuine interest in the
magazine itself was manifested and felt
in the atmosphere than I have ever observed."
Introducing her successor, Mrs. R.
W. Bonham, she says: "That she is a
friend of WORLD OUT1.00K has been
proven in her leadership of Fort Worth
District in the last four years. That
district has more than twice as many
World Outlook subscriptions as any
other district in the Conference." We
shall not try to speed the parting guest,
but we do heartily welcome Mrs. Bonham to our select circle of best workers, and bid her sincere godspeed.
Already the General Missionary
Council begins to call. One of the
speakers engaged for that Conference
is Dr. Edwin Lewis, professor in
Drew Theological Seminary. Dr. Lewis is author of A Cbristian Ma1lifesto,
a book mentioned editorially in \VORLD
OUTLOOK and reviewed at length. Dr.
Lewis has just spent three months in
India teaching and lecturing. Bishop
Badley speaks of his visit as a notable
event in Methodist missionary history,
and Dr. Lewis himself recently said
about that trip: "It has been an informing experience. Of one thing at least I
have become convinced, or rather more
convinced, namely, that unless missions
are kept vitally evangelistic they will
accomplish nothing of lasting value.
The missionaries whose work has most
impressed me have been those who still

believe that they were sent to 'preach
the gospel' and 'win souls for Christ.' "
Somebody, he says, has got to tell the
church at home a different story from
that of Re-TbinkJng Missions.

+

A letter has recently come to Dr.
A. W. Wasson, of the Foreign Department, from Brazil, expressing the deep
sympathy of the Northern Conference
in the recent passing of Bishop Edwin
D. Mouzon. The letter, subscribed
"Your Brothers in Christ," bears the
signatures of Ottilia de O. Chaves and
Almir dos Santos, and reads: "In the
name of the Northern Conference of
the Methodist Church of Brazil, which
has just closed its annual session, we
wish to convey to the Board of Missions of the Mother Church our profound sympathy over the passing of
Bishop Edwin D. Mouzon. The members of this Conference are deeply grateful for the splendid services which
Bishop Mouzon rendered to the cause of
Christianity in our land, and, therefore,
we are filled with grief over his death.
This letter is being sent by a unanimous vote of the Conference."

The World in a Word

T

HE World Conference on Faith and
Order to be held at Edinburgh August 3 -18 this year will deal with the
question of the Unity of the Churches.
The four main topics forming the sectional study work of the conference are:
The Grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
The Church of Christ and the Word
of God, the Church of Christ: Ministry and Sacraments, the Church's
Unity in Life and Worship. By September of 1936, 283 delegates had been
appointed by 87 churches all over the
world. ~ It is said that when Chiang
Kai-Shek was captured by the forces of
Chang Hsueh-liang, all books and writing materials were taken from him,
but upon the entreaties of one of the
officers, the Generalissimo was given a
Bible. This was his constant companion for fully two weeks and helped to
give him the special strength and courage that the situation required. ~ An
Associated Press dispatch states that
anti-religious organizations in Moscow
and surrounding province have virtually collapsed. The same report says
that the Atheist League membership
has fallen from 5,000,000 to 2,000,000
in the last two years. ~ A conference of
publishers of Christian books has been
formed in Japan for the sake of closer
co-operation to provide the nation with
a greater variety and better type of
Christian literature.
[ 277 ]
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Our Cover Page

I

N the picture on the cover page Jesus has come upon an old man mending his nets and has sat down on the
beach beside him. Two younger men
have just landed from their boat, and
joining the group are at once caught by
the spell of this earnest and kindly
teacher. Something of vital importance
is under discussion. I t is something
new as far as the younger men are concerned, for they look into Jesus' eyes
with an interest and an intensity akin
to astonishment. . . . .

How patiently and at ease Jesus sits
on the bank, as if time were no object,
and the evening would last forever!
\'7ith what earnestness his head bends
forward, and how gently his right hand
seeks the other's wrist so that the
doubter may never doubt for a moment
the teacher's sympathy and comprehension and calm assurance of the outcome.
-From Tbe Gospel i11 Art, by
Albert Edward Bailey

•

The Summer at Mount Sequoyah
and Lake Junaluska

T

HE annual opportunities to share in
excellent programs at Mount Sequoyah, Fayetteville, Arkansas, and
Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, are
unusually attractive this year. The fact
that both of these centers of Methodist
summer activities have been freed of
debt recently has put new life into
them. Improvements in physical properties are being made, and visitors this
summer will be pleased with developments along every line.
At Lake Junaluska the date of the
Young People's Leadership Conference
is July 13-24; the Missionary Conference, August 3-10; the Leadership
School, August 12-26.
At Mt. Sequoyah the date of the Missionary Conference is July 19-26; the
Leadership School, July 27-August 10;
the Young People's Leadership Conference, August 12-24.
The General Board of Christian Education and the General Board of Missions are co-operating in making vital
the programs of study, conferences, recreation, and fellowship. The Leadership Schools offer a wide range of

courses of study, while the Missionary
Conferences will place emphasis on
missions and Bible study.
These enterprises have made a significant contribution to the effectiveness
of Christian workers through many
years. They have been occasions of
inspiration, achievement of new insight,
discovery of new methods, development of wide friendships, and deepening of religious experience. Thousands
of people have returned' to their home
churches to render vastly superior service as a result of their experience.
The Young People's Conference have
been periods of high privilege to hundreds of young people each summer.
An effective young, aggressive leadership is being developed to meet successfully the problems with which religion
must deal.
Every church will do well to send
one or more of its most promising workers to Mount Sequoyah or Lake Junaluska. For catalog giving full information about program and expenses
write the Division of Leadership Training, 810 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn.

World Christian Conference at Hangchow
(Co11ti11ued from page 15)
"in the delegations very special effort
should be made to insure the inclusion
of well-qualified women and laymen, as
well as clergy," and at a later meeting
of the Executive Committee the officers
were. instructed "to see that measures
be taken to include women in the preparatory plans for 1938 and that a due
proportion of women be appointed to
the Council meeting." There will, no
doubt, be countries where the women
will have equal representation-Ghina
perhaps-and there will be the continental countries where women will have
little if any representation; and somewhere in between these two will be
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found America where women have had
a voice in the planning from the very
inception of the idea and where a very
real effort is being made to give representation and thereby expression to all
the varied activities of women in their
relation to the church's program.
The 1938 Conference will consider
the church in its natural setting, the
Christian community. The program
for the conference has been divided into
five sections as follows:

The Faith by Which tbe Cburches
Live. Accepting "the message as stated
by the Jerusalem Conference as basic,
there is still need to relate that mes-

sage to the changing world conditions."
In 1937 there will be a meeting of
the Universal Council of Christian Life
and \'7ork at Oxford, England, and the
subject of this conference will be
"Church, Community, and State." The
conference will center its thought
around the western church and its deliberations will later be enlarged and enriched by eastern thought and will form
the basis of fresh thinking on the fundamentals of the Christian faith for the
Hangchow meeting.
Tbe Witl1ess of the CIJ1lrch. General
studies of Evangelism are in process of
being made. They will include: the approach to great non-Christian faiths; the
Kingdom of God Movement in Japan;
the Five-Year Christian Movement in
China; the mass movements in India;
the Four-Year Movement in the Philippines; the Indian Missions to China and
England; the Preaching Mission in
America; the Forward Movement in
Evangelism in India; and any other significant movements wherever found.
The Central Committee on the United
Study of Foreign Missions is preparing
a book in which a woman from each of
ten countries will tell "\'7hat Christianity means to the women of my country."
The Life of tbe Church. The life of
the church will include its worship, the
religious life of the home, the problems
of religious education, the enlisting of
voluntary lay leadership and its training, the relation of the church to Christian movements outside the organized
church, the relation of the church to the
cultural heritage of the different countries, the bearing of education on the
life of the church, the work of the missionary, and his training for service.
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The Churcb al1d Its El1Vir011111e11t.
This section will place particular emphasis on the economic basis of the
church, the church and the changing
economic order, the problem of war,
the challenge of the modern state to the
church; this latter will deal with the
difficulties of maintaining religious education under some governmental edicts
and the menace of these edicts to religious freedom.
Studies are already under way, and it
is easy to prophesy that there will be
few national groups which will be unable to make a considerable contribution on the basis of experience to the
items on the church and its environment.
Closer Co-operatiol1. Here the conference must come face to face with
many practical questions.
This is not to be a paper conference;
it is to be an experience conference. It
is not to build around ideas alone but
upon practical programs of work. It
aims to raise the standards of efficiency
and usefulness and the dynamic power
of the Christian church.
WORLD
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It is possible to have a real part in
the 1938 Conference without going to
Hangchow. The first step in preparation is the deepening of our own religious life; the second step is the cultivation of real intelligence on the problems which face the church in America.
\VIe must then learn something of the
international situation and with that as
a background make an intensive study
of the problems which the missionaries
and nationals arc facing in other lands
in the development of Christianity and
the growth of the church, and see clearly our relationship to these problems.

In this program are all the elements
of real adventure. There is much to be
done in this world in which we livenear by and far off. \VIe must see that
the Christian church is worthy of the
name it bears. We must extend the spirit of brotherhood. We must build the
world Christian community. This is
the program of Hangchow.
Those who wish to enter into the Han!(chow
Conference through study may order T/rc Cllltrch
at tlrc Hcart of thc World Clrristiall Commllllity
hy Esther Boorman Strong, puhlished hy the Internation::al l\lissionary Council (price, ten cents);
Chistiallity ill tlrc Eastern COllflicts by William
Paton.
Order these from )'our denominational
headquarters.

Let Me Tell You a Good Story
(Continued from page 24)
others. A few weeks before Christmas, 1935, a feeble old Indian woman
was walking through the jungle a few
miles from the mission, when she heard
a rustling noise in the leaves by the
side of the trail. She looked, and was
startled to see the emaciated form of a
tiny baby. The baby seemed to be
nearly 'dead, but the old squaw took
the tiny thing to her humble shack
and kept him for a few days. :rhen
on Christmas Day she wen t to the mission Sunday school, carrying the little
human bundle of skin and bones in her

arms. Dr. Nelson noticed the child,
and upon hearing the story, offered to
try to nurse the baby back to health,
since the old squaw said she could not
do it. Today Alberto's legs are a little
crooked, and he is not very tall, but
he is no longer the bundle of skin and
bones that he once was; today he IS a
plump, healthy little youngster. He
already mixes Portuguese, Guarany, and
English with his own special brand of
baby talk. And, needless to say, he is
the joy of that odd little household out
in the heart of the jungle.

type and would have delighted the
hearts of American missionary women
so keen on anniversaries.
Dr. Kaung, pastor of Moore Memorial Church in Shanghai, was the devotional speaker each day, including Sunday, and the leader of the closing testimony service on Sunday night.
On Monday morning at five o'clock
the rickshaw men began their calls at
the dormitory of Davidson School where
the delegates had been entertained. By
a carefully planned schedule the guests
departed for trains, busses, and launches with their poo/w)'s and baskets. As
with all missionary women everywhere,
no one of them can ever be the same
after these days of fellowship with each
other and the Lord, whose they arc and
whom they serve.
Nor can their
American sister whose year would have
been very poor for lack of the joys of
a missionary conference meeting had
she not been present. This was the climax of the missionary meetings of her
life.

The China Woman's Missionary Society
Meets
(C01tti1l1led

visitor from the home church was asked
to explain how circles were conducted.
A large number of delegates indicated
that their societies had fifty or more
members and that circles would help in
conducting their work.
Very familiar language was translated for me regarding reporting and
not reporting by the committee who
had studied the report books brought to
the conference. Of course, changes in
report blanks were requested.
There were the usual high spots in
the proceedings when the officers were
elected and the next place of meeting
was selected. These items of the China
Conference agenda were in keeping with
the traditions of our meetings at home.
Mrs. Tsiang pleaded to be relieved of
her office because of her years of service and heavy school work, but the
chairman of the nominating committee
in best Chinese style bowed and presented the report with both hands,
leaving it on the table despite her protests.
Saturday afternoon was spent in visits to Soochow's beauty spots and to
JULY

1937

from page
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the shopping districts.
The highest
tide of the meeting was reached on
Sunday afternoon when the anniversary
features were presented. Haung Ta
Ta, the only licensed woman local
preacher in our church, and one of the
first group of girls organized by Mrs.
Lambuth, read the Scripture lesson. Mo
Ta Ya, mother of Mrs". Yun, of Korea,
who was also one of these girls, was in
Soochow, but too feeble to be present
at the meeting.
Miss Mary Culler \Vlhite, whose earnest service has counted largely in the
organization and growth of the conference society, Mrs. Tsiang, and Miss
Tsu, one of the deaconesses, made the
speeches of review and preview, using
charts and pictures. A striking pageant was given by the Davidson School
girls and district secretaries of the conference. Choruses were rendered by the
choirs of Kong Hong Church and the
glee club of Laura Haygood Normal
School. The Davidson girls presented
special gifts amounting to more than a
thousand dollars. It was a most impressive service of the best anniversary

N or

would you • • • if you knew your
future was safely provided for.
For nearly ninety years the American Bible
Society through its annuity plan has reo
leased many hundreds of people from
financial anxiety. Twice a year generous
payments arc made promptly on these an·
nuity agreements which may be secured
in sums ranging from one hundred dol·
lars upwards.
And what a satisfaction to know that when
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The Spiritual Life and Message
(Col1tinued from page 23)
tongue on some good thing which has
recently given particular pleasure.

Pray a/ways ilt tbe 1lame of Jesus.
This does not mean closing a prayer
with the phrase-"In Jesus' name," or
"For Jesus' sake." Such phrases are
unnecessary. To pray in the name of
Jesus means to pray in his spirit and
for the things which lie within the
scope of his purpose.
Let your prayer be filial, with the
attitude and in the manner of a child.
Let it be social, full of the pronouns
"us" an d" our. " L
et'It be mo dest, ask ing only for the things which are needed at once. Let it be loving, breathing
the spirit of mercy and forgiveness. Let

it be noble, pleading for deliverance
from the forces which ruin the
soul. Never give up. Do not be haflled
by difficulties or disappointments.
We ought always to pray and not to
faint.
Having spoken, keep silent. Prayer
is a dialogue. There are two persons
engaged in it. \Vhen you have uttered
your mind, then listen. Give God a
chance to speak to you. His words are
not like ours. He speaks in light and
freedom and calm, in strength and hope
an d'JOY.

-Used by permissiol1 of the Cammissi01t 01t Eval1gelism, 287 Fourth
Ave1l1le, New York City.

I Have Now Been a Christian
for Nearly Ten Years
(Collti1l1/ed from page 5)
and magnammity of Dr. Sun Yat-sen.
The life of Christ reveals a long record of affliction and constant persecution. His spirit of forbearance, his love,
and his benevolence shine through it all.
No more valuable lesson has yet come
to me out of my Christian experiences.
Dr. Sun Yat-sen was a Christian, and
the greatest thing he received from
Christ was love-love for the emancipation of the weaker races, and for the
welfare of the oppressed people. This
spirit remains with us and reaches to
the skies. I am an ardent follower of
the revolution, and, although my faith
in Dr. Sun at the outset did not appear
to have any religious significance, it was
similar to a religious faith. For this reason I have become a follower of Dr.
Sun and his revolution based on San
Min Chu 1.
Today, I find that I have taken a further step and have become a follower
of Jesus Christ. This makes me realize more fully that the success of the

revolution depends upon men of faith
and that me~ of character, because of
their faith, cannot sacrifice their principles for personal safety under circumstances of difficulty and crisis. In
other words, a man's life may be sacrificed, his person held in bondage, but
his faith and spirit can never be restrained. This is due to confidence
brought about by faith. On this Good
Friday these reflections are ours. For
such is the importance of faith in the
revolution, and faith in religion.
What I have just said represents my
spiritual conceptions of Good Friday, interspersed with a few facts out of my
own experience. I offer them as a testimony, and not in any' sense to exalt
my own worthiness and achievements.
I take this opportunity to extend greetings to the Central Conference of Eastern Asia of the Methodist Episcopal
Church and to express my thanks to
Christians everywhere for their earnest
and continued prayers on my behalf.

The Resettlement l-ldministration
in the South
(COlttin1led from page 14)
projects and through its rural rehabilitation activities the Resettlement Administration is constructing guidc:;posts
toward an intelligent solution of the
vexing tenancy problem.
Among the numerous projects of interest in social exploration is that in
32
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Jackson County, Alabama, known as
Skyline Farms, a rural community now
under construction by the Resettlement
Administration. In 1934 Harry Ross,
works director of the Alabama Rural
Rehabilitation Corporation, took 200
men who were unable to secure farm

land and moved them to 8,000 acres
of uncleared farm land near Scottsboro. These resettlers erected a camp
and began to work, clearing the land
and building homes of native wood and
stone. From that beginning is growing the community in which these men
and their families live on forty-acre
farm units, raising a major share of
their own food supply and enough cash
crops to enable them to pay for their
homes over a period of time. This now .
stabilized population had been on relief. Now they have decent housing
and well-rounded community opportunities.
Some settlers had formerly
owned land but became bogged down
in mortgage indebtedness, while today
they have an opportunity to achieve independence under the low-interest rate
long-term payment plan of the federal
government.
Lack of medical attention had resulted in numerous maladies, such as
"chillings," eye trouble, "risings,"
whereas now plans are being made for
providing regular medical attent~on, the
cost of which will be defrayed by the
whole community. Most of the older
settle'rs had little education. A school
has been built on the project by the
PWA which will make education an
easier matter for their children.
Although these people have an enterprising leader in Mr. Ross, they have
done a major part of the work themselves. Handicapped by lack of education and devoid of scientific farming
knowledge, this band of settlers has
been quick to grasp and willing to learn
new methods. They are gaining advantages which they have never before
known and are building a stable facet
of society which will bring advantages
to their children which they themselves
never knew as youngsters. I have seen
these people and have talked with them
and have found that here is certainly a
strong refutation of the oft-repeated
statement that poor people in the South
are without ;tmbition.
The eagerness of these and others in
the South to improve their condition
through work and co-operation with
those seeking to help them is bringing
a new vigor to the cotton belt. Everywhere Southern farmers are willing and
are proving able to do for themselves.
When Secretary Wallace made a trip
through the South, he observed, "These
people are of good stock. What they
need is opportunity."
The Resettlement Administration is
trying to give that opportunity.
WORLD OUTLOOK
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The Missionary Society
(Continlled from page 25)

disciples by his unseen hand they came
to see that they could turn to the purposeof their one commission the
Roman system of law; the roads which
Rome had built; the Greek language
which was spoken everywhere. They
had many allies even as they had many
enemies, and they went out with a
glorious freedom.
They were servants of the one divine
purpose. They were under orders, disciplined and obedient. Yet at the same
time they were free, and always ready
fl. for new adventures. So they went out

into all their world, and found it a new
and wonderful world, for their Lord
walked with them.
.
It is another world in which we are
called to be witnesses. But today we
can walk with the Living Christ. Today as in those days there are forces
that will work with us. The divine
conspiracy is still proceeding.

farm attend church school and church
some distance down the highway, at a
Negro church).
Interested friends
throughout the country have helped to
make possible many of the activities
listed above. The Church League for
Industrial Democracy, an organization
of the Episcopal Church, for some
months has given to the farm a fulltime director of religious education who
also assists with the recreation program.
The Presbyterian Church of the U.S.A.

EDWARD SHILLITO

A Bible study. The Way of the Witnesses, by

Edward Shillito, is recommended by the Woman's Missionary Council for use in auxiliary
classes. Price, 50 cents. Order from Methodist
Publishing House, 810 Broadway, Nashville,
Tenn.

What the Lambuths, Father and Son,
Meant to Me

SEND and SELL Greeting Cards with TRUE

CHRIST~H~E~

... Deluxe Losortment ot 18 Folders tor Birthday. Sick.
Sympathy. ete.. with Scripture texts and verses tor
Christian people. Sent postpaid tor 65c. Two or more
Doxes 500 oach. They sell readilY tor $1.00 each.
u a Sample otTer-we will send ..bove described Box
and a Sl. 00 Dox ot U Scripture Text Christmas Folders.
tor $1.00. Shepherd', Town Card Co.• Shepherd,town. Pa.

KILL ALL FLIES
Placed anywbere. Daisy Fly
Killer attracts and kills Illes.
Guaranteed elTective. Neat. convenient-Cannot spl1l-WIll
Dot soli or InJure anything. Lasts
all season. 200 at all dealers.
Barold Somers. Inc.. 150 De
Kalb Ave.. Brooklyn. N. Y.

(Co11ti11ued j1-011t page 9)
once applied for license to preach
which was granted on due examination,
at a Quarterly Conference presided
over by Dr. W. R. Lambuth. After
due course I was admitted into the full
ministry of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South.
Such was the beginning of my Christian life. And now, for nearly fifty
years, my life of Christian work-religious and educational-has been the life
of realizing that "the gospel of Christ
is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth." With all
humility and deep thankfulness of heart
before my Father in Heaven, I can say
that I realize my living union with
Christ. It is as real and intimate, and
at the same time as indefinable, as the

union of body and soul. St. Paul says,
"I lived, yet no longer I; but Christ
liveth in me; and the life I now live in
the flesh, I live by the faith of the
Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me." He means it to be
taken literally, as a psychological fact
and not as a mere metaphor or figure
of speech. For exceedingly small as I
am, compared with the Apostle, my experience is exactly similar to his. This
is a great mystery. I thank my Father
in Heaven that by his grace I enjoy a
life of vital union with Christ my Lord.
And I thank him for the great influence of the Lambuths, father and son,
which made me such as I am through
their teaching and life filled with the
Holy Spirit.

Christian Co-operative Living
(Continlled from page 17)

this group that decided that money
from the mutually owned proceeds of
, the farm should be used to supplement
the funds of the Negro public school,
so that the term instead of being four
months would be nine months, as is
that of the public school for white
children. Recently a Negro man at a
Council meeting voluntarily offered to
gather up weekly on Saturday afternoons the tin cans and other rubbish
on the premises of every home of the
"village." It was the Council that decided that the work day in winter
should be eight hours and in summer
ten hours and that on rainy days carpentry or other work would be pursued
indoors.
Posted nightly in the community center is a work list that designates what
everyone is to do the next day. Detailed jobs are listed under such captions
as "Plowing," "Sawmill," "Clearing,"
JULY 1937

"Garden,"
"Blacksmith," "Carpentry." Also on the bulletin board is a
"Schedule of Weekly Meetings in the
Community House." This list includes
kindergarten two mornings a week for
white children and two mornings for
Negro children; library service five
days (already various friends of the
project have made possible a collection
of good books); a Council meeting; a
meeting of the Southern Tenant Farmers' Union; meetings of the women's
clubs (in these organizations-there is
one for the women of each race-quilting, home beautification, sanitation,
child care are some of the interests);
a forum meeting in which co-operatives and various economic questions
are studied; a story hour for children
after school; a colored social Friday
night; a white social on Saturday night;
church school and preaching services
for white people (Negro members of the
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This Is Founder's Year
Thirty-four years ago a Southern Methodist
preacher caught a vision of the real me.anlng
of life insurance for his brethren. He interested others . • . . made a beginning • . . .
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Success, in the larger meaning of the word,
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The Methodist Benevolent Association
is recognized today as a sound institution that
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great Church.
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has provided a trained nurse for a year.
In recent months a woman doctor of
San Diego, California, has been giving
her services to the community free of
charge.
The skills and latent ability of the
personnel of the farm is an interesting
story in itself. It is said that the members represent thirteen vocations or'
trades. Out of what looked like a pile
of rusty scrap iron a white man who
had come from direst poverty made a
sixty-horse-power steam sawmi1l. Of
750 baby chickens a Negro man raised
731 to frying size. He constructed
his own brooder, and every few hours
for several months night and day kept
up the fire. Another Negro is a skilled
carpenter. Sti1l other members of the
farm have 'shown proficiency in running the caterpillar tractor and in driving the truck.
Constantly using the word "our," a
white man enthusiastically told a visitor of the farm experiment. A Negro
man was asked why he preferred living
on the Co-operative Farm instead of on
a plantation-he had previously lived
on the plantation that was converted
into the Co-operative Farm. He replied immediately that he had two main
reasons: he wanted to see the experiment tried, for he believed in the cooperative idea; and he knew that the
Co-operative offered him and his family unusual educational and cultural
advantages.
Sometimes the Council,
which is uncompensated, meets until
midnight, trying to solve various problems.
There is a waiting list of applicants
to live on the farm. Their eligibility
is based upon their need, freedom from
contagious diseases, and evidence that
they wi1l be able to get along with
other people. An effort is made to keep
the two racial groups as nearly equal
in number as is possible. There are now
thirty-two families.
Someone may want to know if a family may own any enterprises apart from
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headquarters for supplies. The girls
hastily snatch up dresses, blouses, skirts,
while the boys with equal eagerness
grab for the shirts and trousers.
\'V ould-be wearers finger longingly the
pieces most attractive to them. Several begin ,trying on right over 'all the
rest of their clothes. One little shopper is picking out something he thinks
suitable for his father. All the while
there is a steady stream of chatter, excited, eager, mixed French and English.
A small price is placed on each gar:ment,
the purchaser paying in money, in: services on the school grounds, or by bringing in exchange such produce as he has
-berries in season, sea food, or what- t>.
ever is most available.
.
Our program provides for a regular
visiting schedule. The aim is one visit in each home at least once every
month; oftener, of course, in special
emergencies. These friendly visits assure the Indians of our continued interest and wi1lingness to help. We in
turn are refreshed and cheered by their
friendly, appreciative response and generous sharing of whatever they happen
to have-garden truck, sea food, or
wild game. These happy, improvident
Bayou Indians concern themselves little with the needs of the morrow. If
there is something to eat today, they
are not likely to plan for the future.

Annuity
-~Bonds~~
11 Your

gift in the fonn of an annuity will purchase an income
that will not shrink.
11 Annuity bonds of the Board of
Missions represent an investment
of the highest type-the work of
the Kingdom.
11 The annuity bonds of the Board
of Missions will be issued in exchange for cash, bonds, stocks,
a~d partial cash payments.
11 When writing for infonnation
please give your age. THIS IS
IMPORTANT I

Among the Indians of Louisiana

.................. .............

(Conti1l1lcd from page 19)

For Further Particulars, Write

expectantly.
Their first Christmas!
The songs are repeated, a little service is held, and candy, fruit, and trinkets are given into eagerly outstretched
hands. Then the carolers are on their
way again, soon arriving at another
waiting pier to repeat the little drama.
The words, "Peace on earth, good wi1l
to men," echoing in our hearts, 'took
on a new and deeper meaning for us
all.
The colonial farmhouse serving as a
34

those of the group. Although the garden, chickens, hogs, and cows are
owned co-operatively, anyone who so
desires may have his own garden, poultry, hogpen, and milch cow. To see
the lush mustard, peas, cabbage, onions,
potatoes, beans, strawberries, lettuce,
spinach, corn, and other plants growing
in the community garden, one does not
wonder that no one seems to be taking
advantage of the privilege of having a
private garden.
The success of the project seems assured; however, it wi1l require time and
consecrated effort on the part of many
people to build this Christian community. One or two families left the
farm after having lived on it for a
number of months; they were unaccustomed to working the year round
and did not care for such a program.
Doubtless it is the genius of the farm
director-his sympathetic understanding of human nature and his deep spirituality-that is the explanation of the
fine spirit that exists and the remarkable progress that is being made.
The farm has many needs. Some of
them are urgent-a deep well, a new
tractor, a large truck, equipment for
l:anning and weaving, a hostel for staff
mlCmbers and visitors.
The plans of those in charge of the
experiment are not amateur or temporary. Experts in various fields are
generously giving advice. An experienced agronomist is helping the farm to
plan its rotation of crops and its agricultural and industrial policies - the
thousand acres of timber wi1l be used
wisely. The farm is fortunate in having the services of a trained farmer
who is recommended by the Government Experiment Station.
Already
financial gifts have cleared the farm of
debt. As members of the Co-operative
pay for the land, the trustees expect to
invest the money in a second and similar undertaking. Thus they look forward to inaugurating a chain of Cooperative Farms, Incorporated.
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school is also a community center to.
which the Indians come in search of
whatever they happen to need, be it old
newspapers for papering their walls,
some neighborly borrowing, first aid in
cases of burns, cuts, or bruises, advice
about the taxes, building a boat, or
"what not." Most frequently, though,
they come for clothing.
A group of eight or ten eager children crowd around a box that has just
come down from MacDonnell School,

J. F. RAWLS, Treasurer
General Work, Board of Missions
M. E. Church, South
Box 510
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