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The President's Corner  

  It is always special when we meet in the 
Northwest because western Methodism was born 
in Oregon, when Jason Lee arrived in 1834.  The 
first Protestant sermon heard west of the Rocky 
mountains was preached by Jason Lee.

Even though the number of United 
Methodists in the Northwest is relatively small, it 
is the vital source of our Christian faith history on 
the entire west coast.

 So we look forward eagerly to our Annual 
Meeting in Salem, Oregon April 12-14.

We will be hosted by the Oregon/Idaho 
conference commission under the programmatic 
leadership of Shirley Knepp.

It promises to be an energizing experience 
for our western Methodist roots.

This is also the last year of the 
quadrennium, when we change our leadership 
team. And soon after , the General Conference will 
meet in Tampa, Florida to initiate new directions 
for the denomination.

It is important,then, that all of our Annual 
Conference commissions be well represented as 
we meet to chart a new and exciting course for the 
next quadrennium.

 Happy New Year! See you in Salem.

Cornish Rogers

         

Editor's note: Thank you Cornish for all your work 
the past several years as President of the WJAHC.

****************************************

One Last Look at Phoenix
As we pack our bags and make 

arrangements to meet in Salem, let us take one last 
look at the group that met in Phoenix.  It will be 
fun to greet each other again while also making 
new friends this year.  
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**************************************

NEXT MEETING NEWS

The United Methodist Church Western 
Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and 
History will hold the 2012 Annual Meeting 
in Salem, Oregon on April 12th-15th. 

Our varied meeting places will allow 
Methodist History of Oregon and Idaho to be 
highlighted.

Primary Speakers: 
Charlie Wallace has been Willamette's 

University Chaplain since 1985 and also teaches in 
the department of Religious Studies.

Like his father, he began ministry as a member of 
the historic Baltimore (now Baltimore-
Washington) Conference.

 He majored in history at Bowdoin College, 
and then received a B.D. at Yale Divinity School 
and a Ph.D. at  Duke University, where he studied 
early Methodism with Frank Baker, founding 
editor of the Wesley Works Project.

 He himself is the editor of Susanna  
Wesley: the Complete Writings (Oxford, 1997), 
and he has published several articles on early 

Methodist history.

 His current project is a study of eating and 
drinking among the Wesleys and their followers.

 He is married to Priscilla (Dee-dee) 
Walters; between them they have four grown 
daughters and three and 1/2 cats.

His topic is Everyday Methodists: 
Archiving and retrieving the story of a 
lived religion. 

Saturday evening Melinda Strobel 
will bring her popular one woman program 
as Susanna Wesley, mother of Methodism's 
founders John and Charles Wesley, to 
Salem.

Our hotel for the event will be Phoenix Inn located 
at 4370 Commercial St. SE, Salem, Oregon, 503-
588-9220. The room rate will be $97.90 (lodging 
tax included). The cut-off date is 3/13/2012.  After 
that, the room rate will be full rate-$119.00.

At the time of booking the room, additional days 
before and after the event can be secured for the 
$97.90 rate.

Shirley Knepp, archivist

Registration Form is at the end of the newsletter

**************************************** 

GENERAL CONFERENCE PROPOSED 
CHANGES 

From the General Secretary: 
Commentary on the proposal of the 
Interim Operations Team 
by Robert J. Williams
There is legislation coming to General 
Conference to combine all the governing 
structures of the general agencies into one 
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15-person board and also to allow annual 
conferences to place the functions of the 
conference commission on archives and 
history in an alternate structure. I encourage 
you to be in touch with your general 
conference delegates, especially the persons 
serving on the General Administration 
legislative committee to indicate how these 
changes will be detrimental to our work.
As General Secretary of the General 
Commission on Archives and History, I want 
this agency to remain free-standing with its 
own governance structure, and accountable 
to the General Conference and those 
structures that the General Conference has 
created to provide agency oversight. I do not 
want to surrender governance functions to 
another body. You may say that I am 
protecting turf and lobbying for the status quo. 
You are right. When I was elected as general 
secretary, I came to this job with deep 
commitment to the value of heritage in 
forming identity, informing vision for ministry, 
and transforming individuals to be disciples of 
Jesus Christ. Our work is vital to the health of 
The United Methodist Church and any action 
that would diminish our effectiveness must be 
opposed.  But this is not an effort to protect 
my job.  If that was eliminated, I qualify for 
retirement so this is not about my own 
situation.
I was pastor of local UM congregations for 35 
years prior to my service at GCAH, starting 
with a small rural congregation, serving as an 
associate in a large church, and concluding 
with a worshiping congregation of about 300. I 
believe that these churches had the marks of 
vital congregations. I am grateful for the 
conversation generated by the Call to Action 
and Interim Operations Team and for all 
efforts that will assist congregations to be all 
that God intended them to be, but I regret that 
so much focus seems to be on altering the 
governing pattern of the general agencies. 
This is misplaced, but it doesn’t excuse those 
of us in leadership of the general agencies 

from commenting on the potential impact of 
this proposal. 
The current membership of GCAH includes 
24 persons, 10 of whom are nominated by the 
Council of Bishops for election at General 
Conference, 7 at large members selected by 
a nominating committee of GCAH directors, 5 
persons who serves as chairpersons of 
jurisdictional commissions on archives and 
history, and 2 bishops, one of whom must be 
from a Central Conference. Also, of the 24, 
three must be from the Central Conferences, 
with each region represented. In addition to 
the firm commitment to reflect the rich 
diversity of the church, there are needed 
persons with competencies in archival work 
and historical studies. The current set of 
directors include the Assistant Archivist for the 
National Archives of Mozambique, the chair of 
the South Carolina State Commission on 
Archives, two current university faculty 
members, a former editor of the Christian 
Century and theological school professor, and 
chairs of conference commissions. Our 
commission includes persons from three 
racial/ethnic groups. It is an extraordinary 
group, and I could go on at some length about 
each director and what he or she brings to our 
work together. There is no reason to remove 
from them decisions about budgets, 
evaluation, personnel, strategic planning, and 
other governance issues. A 15 person 
committee, a 45 person advisory council, and 
the creation of smaller advisory groups for 
specialized work like this cannot bring the 
same level of expertise and focus. 
In addition to the expertise that commission 
members bring to the table, there are 
unanticipated benefits. One of the most 
striking illustrations involves a contact made 
by a GCAH director who presently leads the 
English-speaking UMC in Moscow, Russia, 
with a descendant of Bishop Gilbert Haven, 
abolitionist and advocate for racial justice 
from the 1850s through the 1870s. This 
relationship led the family to place with the 
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United Methodist Archives at Drew University 
a collection of over 1,000 letters to and from 
Haven that was hitherto unknown to scholars. 
Without the director’s assistance, the 
materials would have gone to another 
depository that serves fewer researchers and 
is not a center of United Methodist research.
I want to be very clear about the value of 
those who serve as directors of the 
commission. I take great umbrage with those 
who suggest the directors are controlled by 
staff. Anyone who has ever attended a GCAH 
meeting knows the level and liveliness of 
thoughtful interaction and discussion that 
takes place.
I have two significant concerns about the 
proposals as a whole. First is the lack of any 
serious historical work by the authors of the 
proposals about previous restructuring 
schemes, including a lack of historical 
consciousness about the trajectory of 
membership and its causes. There has been 
a complete lack of historical and sociological 
analysis of church membership patterns. The 
focus has been on corporate systems 
analysis rather than history or theology. The 
current proposals seem to be more the dying 
gasp of an old paradigm than envisioning a 
new paradigm. My other concern is that the 
proposals concerning the structures of the 
general agencies lack any evidence to 
support claims that the church will be better 
off or that more vital congregations will be 
created. It is simply an effort to cut the 
budgets. This is an ideologically-driven plan 
that does not indicate how it will benefit the 
church or achieve its claims. Nothing that I 
have seen speaks of the importance of 
pastoral care and the place of ritual for all of 
life’s transitions. 
Perhaps the wisdom of the apostle Paul might 
be brought to bear in this situation as I believe 
that the body of Christ has many parts but it is 
not necessary to merge all parts into one 
whole in order for it to be an effective and 

coordinated organism (cf. I Corinthians 12).   I 
close with the words of Natalie Sleeth, “From 
the past will come the future, what it holds a 
mystery; unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see.”

The Book Fund 
The money from the book fund was 

awarded to PREPARE, A Collection of 
Newsletters, Produced by Executive Director The 
Reverend Richard K. Heacock, Jr. Mary 1989 to 
August 2010.

The Rev. Heacock, Jr was the executive 
director of Impact for the state of Alaska. His 
writings were an attempt to shine religious views 
on political events that affected everyone.  

While most of his views are in the liberal religious 
camp this collection would be interesting to 
everyone that calls themselves Christian.  It is a 
history of Alaska and the United States over the 
years.  As a new Texan I was interested in his first 
one “Don't Mess With Alaska”.  Dick was a Texan 
growing up as a PK so took the “Don't Mess With 
Texas” and changed it to fit.

The article was about the Valdez Oil Spill 
of October 2, 1988. He gave historical oil spills 
before that happened in Alaska as well as the 
history of Exxon. At the end he asked the question 
“What Should We Do.”

Other articles are on diverse subjects like 
Roe vs. Wade, patriotism, civil rights, war in the 
middle east and hunger.  

I have found that what I have read has been 
thought provoking and many of the subjects are 
still important in today's world.  It is worth your 
time to read. 

I made the editorial decision to include all of the 
GC information and leave out the Meet Our 
Officers and the By Laws this issue.  Both of these 
will be in the next issue.
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Salem, the capital city of 
Oregon and its second largest city, lies in the 
center of the lush Willamette River valley, 47 

miles from Portland.
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http://www.cityofsalem.net/visitors/Pages/default.aspx
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