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President’s Letter by Wm. C. Hardt
Like presidential elections and Olympic competitions, Methodist time is defined by four
year cycles. These quadrennia (plural, the singular is quadrennium) mark General
Conferences for the whole denomination and, since 1939, Jurisdictional Conferences for
the jurisdictions. We are now in the last year of the current quadrennium. Delegates to
the General and Jurisdictional Conferences have been elected, resolutions that will go
before General Conference are being circulated, and discrete campaigns for the episcopal
elections are underway.

Although the name “Annual Conference” suggests one year rather than four years,
quadrennia are also important to the annual conferences. Bishops are assigned for
quadrennia, some budgeting is done for four years, and members of the various
conference boards and commissions are typically elected for four year terms.
Although the dog days of summer may not seem like the best time to think about it, but I
would like to challenge TUMHS members and friends with the following opportunities.
•

Consider becoming a member of your conference Commission on Archives and
History. I have a pretty good vantage point to observe several of the conference
commissions, and can state with little fear of contradiction that your conference
commission would welcome your service. The various conference commissions
stand on the front line of preserving and interpreting our Methodist heritage.
There must be a way you can help. Your conference Committee on Nominations
will be delighted to learn of your interest.

•

Consider a project at the local level. Here are ideas: Write or update your
church’s history. Organize and catalog the contents of your local church’s
archives. If your church does not have an archive, organize one. Create a
history/archives committee at your church. Write a visitor’s guide to your church
that stresses its history. Create or update the history section of your church’s
website. Organize all those historic photographs you have lying around your
church. Perhaps you can scan the images and burn them on to CD’s.

•

Resolve to become more active in the TUMHS. You will note later in this
Newsletter that the 2012 Annual Meeting is going to be one of the best ever. If
you have not attended in a while or have never attended, the new quadrennium
would be a good time to become involved.

.

Historical Convocation Report
Center near the state Capitol is worldclass, and we were fortunate to get a
behind-the-scenes tour from the director.

Oklahoma City Meeting
Many TUMHS members participated in a
delightful Historical Convocation of the
United Methodist Church in Oklahoma
City July 21-24. They were treated to a
wonderful mixture of museums, tours,
papers, multi-media presentations, and
naturally good fellowship.

The Seminole and Citizen Potawatomi
museums added much to the event.
Here are some photos of some of the
TUMHS members enjoying the good times
of the convocation.

The program was co-hosted by the
Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference
and the Oklahoma Conference. Its theme
highlighted Latino and Native American
Methodism.
Much of the success of the convocation
was due to the efforts of TUMHS members
Doug and Willena Scott of the OIM. A
special personal highlight was visiting Salt
Creek UMC just a few miles north of
Holdenville where they worship.
Another TUMHS member, Paul Barton,
presented a thought-provoking paper that
provided great insights in Latina leadership
in the Rio Grande and its predecessor
conferences.
Local arrangements were outstanding.
Oklahoma City University provided
modern, comfortable dormitory and
meeting space. I had not been on that
campus in several years and was gratified
to see how this Methodist-related
university is thriving.
The field trips provided great learning
opportunities. The Oklahoma History
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2012 ANNUAL MEETING
Arrangements are well underway for the
2012 TUMHS Annual Meeting. I will
provide more details as we get closer, but I
want to whet your appetite with a few
preliminary details.
The 2012 Annual Meeting will be March
23-24 at Cochran Chapel UMC in Dallas.
The theme is Our Texas Methodist Musical
Heritage. Bill Bryan has been burning up
the phone and email lines securing some of
the best speakers ever.
Cochran Chapel is one of our historic
Texas Methodist churches that happens
also to be very convenient for our meeting
purposes. It is close to Love Field, and
Bill Bryan has already secured shuttle
service from the airport to the Embassy
Suites Hotel and to Cochran Chapel.
Program details and registration materials
will be in the TUMHS Newsletter you
should receive on Feb. 10.

SAVE THE DATES
March 23-24, 2012 TUMHS annual
meeting Cochran Chapel UMC, Dallas,
(see above)
May 14-17, 2012 Historical Society of
the UMC, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania,
Methodism’s Civil Wars.

HSUMC LIST SERVE
Because you have chosen to receive this
Newsletter via email, you will soon receive
an invitation to receive emails from
General Secretary Robert Williams. If you
do not wish to receive emails of general
interest to the Methodist historical
community (four or five per year), email
me or wait until the first one arrives and
use the “unsubscribe” feature.

March, 2013, TUMHS annual meeting,
Marvin UMC, Tyler, Texas
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Historical Ramblings
As noted above, the theme for the recent Historical Convocation centered on Latino and
Indian Methodism. The theme is an important one and was handled well by the program
organizers. The Texas experience, though, is always just a little bit different so I thought the
readers might want just a little bit more.
Who was the first Latino to be part of the Texas Methodist experience? It is obviously very
difficult to know “firsts,” but the honor may go to Jose Maria Mendez. Young Jose Mendez
was a fifer in the Mexican Army at the Battle of San Jacinto, April, 1836. He was captured
by James Monroe Hill. When given the chance to stay in Texas rather than return to military
service in Mexico, Mendez chose to stay. James Hill took Jose to his father, Asa Hill, who
lived at Independence. When Rutersville College opened in 1840, Hill sent Jose Mendez to
school. His name thus appears on the roster of students. Mendez later lived in Houston and
became a silversmith. He died there sometime in the 1840s, a victim of one of the epidemic
diseases common in Houston in that era.
We do not know that Mendez ever joined a Methodist society, but since he grew up in the Hill
household and attended Rutersville College, it is very likely that he participated in Methodist
activities.

Texas has far fewer American Indians by per cent of population (.7%) than sister states
Oklahoma (8.6%) and New Mexico (9.4%) and therefore does not enjoy as rich a Methodist
Native American heritage as does Oklahoma. Methodist, Presbyterian, and Baptist
documents from the 1830s and 1840s portray Native Americans as either threats or trading
partners—not as potential converts. (See Littleton Fowler Collection, William Y. Allen
Papers, and Z. N. Morrell memoir.)
The failure of Texans to attempt to proselytize the Indians in Texas is curious. By the time of
the Texas Republic the Methodist Episcopal Church had an organized missionary program to
Indian tribes beginning with the Wyandot. There were Methodist missions to the Choctaw
right across the Red River from Texas. Several preachers in the Choctaw Mission later came
to Texas.
In spite of the presence of a significant Cherokee population in East Texas (north of the San
Antonio Road between the Sabine and Angelina Rivers), I can find no documented attempts
to establish Methodist societies among them.
Eventually the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference established churches in Dallas and
near Paris. The one in Dallas continues.
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Membership Information
The good works of the TUMHS including the Warnick Award, the Walter Vernon
Student Essay Award, the Annual Meeting, the publication of the Heritage Journal,
and lifting up the UM heritage depend upon the dues and gifts of its members. Your
dues and gifts are used exclusively for these programs. We pay no rent, utilities, or
insurance. Board members are not reimbursed for travel expenses. The membership
benefits are a real bargain. The Heritage Journal alone is worth the $15 annual dues.
Please send your dues and gifts to the address below.
Name(s)_______________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________
Email___________________________telephone___________________________
Annual Dues __________Regular at $15 __________Life at
$200______________

I wish to support the TUMHS with a donation of
_________________
Total enclosed
_______________

Please mail this form and check to TUMHS Treasurer Jean Traster
2014 Iron Horse Court
Arlington, Texas 76017
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