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In the Lighter Vein
I recently purchnsed the only letter I own written by Peter Cartwright. The book catalogue in which it appeared gave no indication
of the contents of the luissive but emphasized the importance of its
author. I was so desirous of buying a letter from the famous itinerant that I telephoned the dealer by long distance rather than
trust lUy order to the mails.
Cartwright, according to Matthew Simpson, was ordained a deacon by Francis Asbury and an elder by Bishop McKendree; he
was elected to thirteen General Conferences in succession, and his
services in planting churches as a pioneer in Kentucky, Ohio, and
Illinois "can never be fully estiluated." 1
As I waited for the letter I wondered what spiritual advice I
might find in Cartwright's note. Maybe, I thought, I would DISCOVER a word or exhortation suitable for use in Key 73. Imagine
my surprise, amusen1ent and dismay when I found the letter to be
a note recommending a cider press invented by a man named
Primm.
At first I thought I had the wrong Cartwright, but I carefully
compared the writing in the letter with an example of Cartwright's
signature and concluded it was the same man. However, I will
gladly send a Xerox of the note to any reader who would like to
make the comparison for himself.
Cartwright's letter follows. It is difficult to read since he must
have been nearly eighty when he wrote it and in those places where
I am in doubt about a word I have followed it with a (?). Primm
probably thought the letter was practically helpful if not spiritually
enlightening.
To all \\Thom it may Concern: This is to certify that I have seen and
carefully exalnined Mr. Enoch Primm's newly pattend [sic] cider
press seen it in full operation, carefully exalnined all its micanical
[sic] parts, and I have no hesitencey [sic] in saying that I believe
it to be the best I ever saw and can honestly recommend it to the
Country at large as a moddel [sic] Cider Press. Also I can say Mr.
Primm is (?) living in five miles of me and I have known him for
40 (?) years from his Boyhood. and his father Before hin1. He is an
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1 Cyclopaedia of Methodism . . . edited by Matthew Simpson, . . . Revised Edition,
Philadelphia, Louis H. Everts, 1880, p. 170.
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Honest, industrious and good citizen; of good stock, and well deserves
the Patronage of the Country at large.
October the 4th, 1864
Peter Cartwright

In Defense of Asbury
The letters and commentary published last quarter (April 1973)
in DISCOVERY drew an interesting response from Dr. Raymond
M. Bell of 413 Burton Avenue, Washington, Pennsylvania 15301.
He points out that a short biography of Asa Shinn, one of the
letter writers, can be found in Western Christian Advocate, April
17, 1840. He disagrees with the authorities quoted by Drinkhouse
who viewed the appointment of Shinn by Asbury to Redstone,
western Pennsylvania, with "surprise" and possibly dismay. Dr.
Bell insists that "this was a good appointment for him, near his
home." Dr. Bell, however, misses the point of Snethen's concern,
for he writes, "Snethen is wrong. Shinn when appointed to Redstone in 1801 had been living on the frontier for five years. This
was a good appointment for him, near his home." Snethen had
been quoted merely as saying that he "pitied" him (that is, Shinn)
. . . "He had had no horse and no money to provide one,' so before
the brethren dispersed Snethen took up a collection and procured
one for him." There was certainly nothing "wrong" about this
procedure. Dr. Bell may mean that Snethen was "wrong" in pitying a man appointed to the wilds of Pennsylvania who was no
stranger to the frontier.
We are grateful to Dr. Bell, however, for the last paragraph of
his letter, where he refers to the Gillespie letter on page 57 of the
April Issue of IVlethodist History and pinpoints Martin's Church.
Dr. Bell writes, "The Simon Gillespie letter on page 57 refers to
Martin's Church, northwest of Morgantown, West Virginia just
south of the Pa. line. Harry Stephens lived 1.3 miles north of
Martin's Church in Greene Co., Pa. At his home Bishop Asbury
was ill for 34 days in September, October 1804. Hunter was the
Presiding Elder."
The Bicent'ennial of the Fb:st Conference
of American Methodism
We are indebted to the Rev. Edwin Schell of the Baltimore Conference United Methodist Historical Society for the following report
he DISCOVERED in the New York Christian Advocate, September
24, 1873. It is a summary of the celebration of the Centennial of
the first Annual Conference of Am~rican Methodism in 1773. The
Rev. Schell's summary follows:
The report of the celebration was by T. B. Neely (later a distinguished bishop). On July 14 the celebration began at St. George's
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Church, Philadelphia. Bishop Janes presided and delivered the introductory address. Letters from Bishop Pierce of the M. E. Church,
South and Bishop Scott were read; there was an address by Dr.
J. B. Wakeley (former pastor of John Street Church, New York)
on "MethodislTI in America Before the First Conference." Bishop
Richardson of the M. E. Church of Canada then concluded. In the
evening there was an essay by Dr. R. H. Pattison of Philadelphia
on "The First Churches." "He was inclined to the view that Strawbridge Chapel was the oldest. This aroused Dr. Wakeley who challenged ... and hoped ... proof ... would be produced." Pattison
referred to Mr. Pihnoor's manuscript Journal which could be purchased for $250. The Honorable W. B. Mann and James Long, Esq.
offered to buy and present it to the Philadelphia Conference Historical Society. Bishop Campbell of the A.M.E. Church concluded
the evening.
On July 15 the Rev. G. A. Phoebus spoke on "The Conferences
Formed During the Century." The Rev. W. Swindells read a resolution by the Wesleyan Conference of Canada and Dr. Edgerton
Ryerson, of that body, presented a paper on "The Rise and Progress
of Methodism in Canada." Dr. E. O. Haven gave an essay on
"Educational Work of the Century"; Dr. A. J. Kynett presented
"Church Extension," and Dr. F. Hodgson was heard on "Preaching
on the Olden Times." A centennial Love F'east followed.
The third day Dr. T. M. Eddy spoke on "Mission Work During the
Century" and Dr. Wakeley called attention to the Missionary Society of the Philadelphia Conference as one older than the parent
Society in New York. The Rev. J. M. Freeman and Dr. D. T. Kidder
spoke on Sunday school work.
The centennial closed with a jubilee meeting at the Academy of
Music. Despite intense summertime heat, the house was "good."
The choirs' and Sunday schools rendered works of Mozart, Haydn,
etc. under Prof. Fisher; and Dr. C. H. Fowler, president of N'orthwestern University, spoke on "The First fiA.nn~al Conference; Its
Men and Their Deeds," Dr. C. F. Deems, of the M. E. Church,
South, and pastor of the Church of the Strangers in New York
City, had the topic "Methodism."
The famous itinerant Henry Boehm and Bishop Simpson were
absent due to illness. Other branches of Methodism were not as
well represented as hoped but the celebration was viewed as a
remarkable success. It was felt that original investigation and inquiry had been much stimulated by the subjects assigned. In this
light, "If not in others, this is p.robably the most valuable centennial celebration that Methodism has ever held in this country.
Others were great jubilees. This compelled research as well as
rej oicing."
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Because of a growing interest in Captain Thomas Webb we hope
to reprint next quarter sections of the Journal of Margaret Morris
which refer to Webb and a commentary from a letter by the Rev.
F. Elwood Perkins of Merchantville, New Jersey. We would like
also to publish any hitherto unpublished letters by or about Webb.
Anyone knowing of the whereabouts of Webb letters is invited to
forward them for publication in DISCOVERY.

