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(DISCOVERY was formerly a small quarterly of the Northeastern Jurisdiction 
Association of Methodist Historical Societies. It dealt with both hitherto unpub- 
lished and hard to find Methodist source material. It lasted for eight issues and 
then was replaced by a News Bulletin. Dr. .Frederick E. Maser, the first editor, 
had planned to re-issue the little publication as a personal project when he was 
invited to continue it as a Department of Methodist History. This is the first ap- 
pearance of DISCOVERY in its new setting. A limited number of seven of the 
original eight issues of DISCOVERY are still available for two dollars, which 
includes the set of seven, postage, and handling. These can be obtained by 
writing to the Historical Society of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference, 326 
New Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106. J.H.N.) 

A research project, the results of which will be published in the 
near future in DISCOVERY, is being conducted by the Rev. Edwin 
Schell of the Historical Society of the Baltimore Conference and this 
editor. It concerns the annotated edition of the J o u ~ n a l  of Francis 
Asbury (1958). 

Elmer T. Clark, in his Introduction to the annotated edition, made 
it clear that the editors had based their work on the edition of 1821, 
of which F. Hollingsworth was the editor, adding, however, that they 
were not "concerned about adhering exactly to the work of Hollings- 
worth." l They had a reason, of course, for this statement. It arose 
from the fact that Asbury had issued two extracts from his Journal 
in the Arminian Magazine published by John Dickins at Philadelphia 
in 1789 and 1790. Clark and his staff used these extracts to secure the 
full names of many persons mentioned in the 1821 edition by initial 
only and also to include in brackets additional sentences from these 
extracts which had been omitted by Hollingsworth in 1821. (See for 
example volume one of the 1958 edition, pp. 53, 54). They also cor- 
rected many errors in the 1821 edition. 

However, there are at least two other extracts of Asbury's Jolu.na,l 
which were published as small volumes during Asbury's lifetime 
which the editors did not use. They evidently knew of the existence 
of the first extract but stated of the second that it "has never come 
to light. " Edwin Schell has DISCOVERED the whereabouts of 

The Journal and Letters of Francis London. Epworth Press: Nashville, Abit~g- 
Asbury, edited by Elmer T. Clark et al. don. 1958. vol. I, p. xlx. 

a, - Ibid., Vol. I. xvii, 
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more thail one copy of this second extract, and I have a copy of the 
first extract in my personal library. Our purpose is to compare these 
two extracts with the 1958 edition and to publish our findings in 
DIISCOmVERY. 

It is possible some of tl~ese findings may be ready for publication 
in the next issue of Methodist History. In this issue I present some 
original source material secured with the assistance of Edwin Schell. 

Frederick E. Maser 

EXTREMISM TOWARD FREEMASONRY IN THE 
UNPUBLISHED EJETTEWS OF A METI3ODIST BISHOP 

It is generally lrnown among Methodist historians that many 
Methodists in the early nineteenth century were opposed to free- 
masonry and secret societies. The General Conference of 1828, for 
example, was deluged with mem.orials about free-masonry. James M. 
Buckley says, "These were referred to a special committee, but the 
conference wisely refused to make a deliverance upon a subject of 
which it could not acquire sufficient knowledge to test the nature and 
tendency of the organization, and whose members it could not con- 
demn so long as they 'comported themselves in harmony with the 
rules of the church. ,' 3 

Four years later many of those who had memorialized the General 
Conference about freemasonry, now submitted a host of memorials 
requesting action against secret societies. They were again refused 
when the committee to which the memorials were referred declined 
to act, stating that "the very attempt - might involve serious difficul- 
ties.." 4 

This did not deter individual conferences from taking action, 
however, and in 1845 the North Ohio Conference admonished its 
members not to become connected with secret societies. A number 
of the ministers of the collference disregarded this advice, and in 
1846 they were tried and found guilty of imprudence. They appealed, 
and the General Conference adopted this resolution: "Tl~at the action 
of the North Ohio Conference in 1548, in finding guilty of imprudence 
several of its members, was unauthorized by the Discipline." 

In spite of these General Confereilce decisions, however, many 
Methodists still strongly opposed both secret societies and free- 
masonry. In the archives of the Historical Society of the Baltimore 
Conference there are two highly interesting, ullpublished letters of 

66. Bishop Beverly Waug11 who went so far as to say, illterminglillg 
with them [the Free Masoils] is injurious to the interests of pure 

D Buclrley, James M., A History of  
" Iljid., 455-456. 

Methodism in flze Uni f sd  States (New Ibid., 11, 152. 
Yorlc: The Christian Literature Co., 1897) 
I, 450. 
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religion." The publication of the letters is especially timely since they 
deal with a service for the laying of the cornerstone of Metropolitan 
Memorial United Methodist Church in Washington, D. C., whose 
history recently appeared in pictorial form. DISCOVERY is indebted 
to the Historical Society of the Baltimore Conference and its Execu- 
tive Secretary, Edwin Schell, for permission to publish these letters 
and the accompanying quotations from the manuscript journal of 
the Baltimore Conference. 

Baltimore October 10, 1854 
Rev. H. Slicer," 

Dear brother, 
This afternoon I received your note of 9th inst. I am truly sorry to hear of 

the severe illness of Sister Slicer. The Lord be very gracious to her, and 
restore her to health. May she be spared to the husband of her youth, & to 
her children, for many years to come. Such will, I hope, be the case. Please 
present to her my sympathy & love. May both she & you find the Grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to be "sufficient." I accept with pleasure the invitation to 
be present at the laying of the Corner Stone of the Metropolitan Church, 
and if the Lord will, I shall be with you, provided, there shall be no Masonic 
order called to participate in the sacred services of the occasion. I should not 
incline to witness the Ceremony in connection with such an adjunct. I hope 
that no such arrangement has been made, although I have heard that it was 
in contemplation to have it so. I do not wish to have any stir on this point[.] 
Without saying anything on the subject, let me ask of you to advise me if 
such an arrangement is made, and I will beg you to excuse my absence. If I 
come, it will in all probability [be] in the 9 O.C. Train of Saturday morning. I 
should have [no] objection to fill an appointment in some one of the churches 
on the morning of 22d inst. I am not particular in regard to the place. . . . 
The letter closes with a statement about Waugh's son and Waugh's 

appreciation for the help Slicer is extending to him. 
The second letter was written to Slicer ten days later. It would 

seem from the tone of the letter that Slicer had in the meantime dis- 
cussed the matter with the Trustees of Metropolitan Church, creat- 
ing the "stir" the bishop wished to avoid. 

Baltimore October 20, 1854 
Rev. H. Slicer, 

Dear brother, 
On my return from Philadelphia, your favor of 13 inst, was received. I 

rejoice to learn from it, that Sister Slicer is improving. I hope that she may 
not only entirely recover her health, but that it will be restored sooner than 
you suppose. You have had a protracted affliction in your family. I pray that it 
may be made subservient to the religious improvement of yourself & family. 
You know it is written, "For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth." Refer all to 
God, "Casting all your care on him; for he caret11 for you." Present me to your 
dear wife with warmest feelings of sympathy & kindness. 

I regret that my views of propriety & fitness, will not allow me to be present 
at, & participant in, the Services of your Cornerstone laying. I have never 

o Henry Slicer, who w a s  born in An- same year. At the time he  received the 
napolis, Md., March 27, 1801, w a s  re- letters from Waugh he  w a s  the Confcr- 
ceived on trial in the Baltimore Confer- ence Agcnt for Metropolitan Church in 
ence in 1822. He w a s  elected to eight Washington. See Cyclopaedia of Metl~od- 
General Conferences, in nearly all of ism, edited by Matthew Simpson, rev. ed. 
which he  took a prominent part. He (Philadelphia: Louis H. Everts, 1880). 809. 
rotired in 1874 and  died April 26, of tho 
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affiliated with the "ancient & honorable order" of Free Masons, & believing, 
as I do, that intermingling with them is injurious to the interests of pure 
religion, in its spirituality & power, I regard it as in the line of my duty, not 
to give the sanction of personal or Official connection with its action at any 
timne, or in any place, especially when I am invited to meet it at the foundation 
of the House of God, of which it is predicated, "Holiness becometh thine house 
0 Lord forever." As to the inconsistencies to which you allude, I am 
in no way involved, or responsible. I do not know who appointed P. Elders 
in the Baltimore Conference, who were members of Secret Societies. If I have 
done this, at any time, it has been without knowing it. I was not aware, until 
I read your letter, that we had a P. Elder in the Baltimore Conference who 
belonged to the order. However, as I do not design to attack the fraternity, 
but only to excuse my declinature to accept the invitation of the Board of 
Trustees, I will add nothing more. I did not suppose, when I remarked to you, 
in a former letter, that I did not desire to have any "stir" on the occasion 
of my nonacceptance of the invitation to be with you on the occasion of the 
laying of the Corner Stone of the Metropolitan Church, I had not the least 
expectation that my old, & long tried friend, would make it. All I meant was, 
that no account was to be taken of my absence, & the reason of it. If in 
any way, either by writing, or personal interview, I can advise or counsel 
in relation to the future progress of the work, & the material to be used, it 
will afford me pleasure to do it to the best of my ability. If you think it ad- 
visable to read this note to the Trustees, you are at liberty to do so. I fear that 
the indisposition of Bishop Janes will prevent his getting to Washington 
on the occasion. 

Yours affectionately 
B. TVaugh 

P.S. Have the goodness to hand the enclosed note to  ish hi^ Simpson. 
B.W. 

Slicer was right, of course, in his contention that inconsistencies 
were evident in the attitude of many people in the church toward 
freemasonry. In the year 1824 the Baltimore Conference at its ses- 
sion in Winchester, Virginia passed a resolution "that the thanks of 
this Conference be respectfully presented to the Honourable Masonic 
Lod,ge, who have kindly afforded us the use of their Hall." 7 - .  

A year later the Conference Journal included the following state- 
ment: 

The name of French S. Evans was called and several difficulties on the 
minds of brethren with reference to his case being stated a very considerable 
debate and discussion took place, particularly with regard to Brother Evans' 
recent connection with the Free Masons. When the vote on his admission 
into full connection was finally taken and determined in the affirmative. ARe. 
36 Neg. 24 [sic]. Brother Evans was then elected to Deacons orders,-and the 
following Resolution was submitted by Brothers Roszel and Waugh, 

"Resolved by the members of the Baltimore Annual Conference in Con- 
ference assembled, that we do disapprove of any of our preachers who 
are masons meeting in any Masonic Lodge. And also of any of our 
preachers who are not Masons joining the Masonic societies." 

Stephen G. Roszel B. Waugh. 

which was on motion adopted.' 

The Conference did not seem to see any inconsistency in holding - 
a debate on whether or not to admit a candidate illto the full coimec- 

Manuscript Journal of the Baltimore Ibid., 177. 
Conference, Vol. 11, 1817-1834, p. 165. 
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tion because he was a Free Mason and then after admitting him, in 
passing a resolution stating that the Conference disapproved of any 
preachers joining the Masons. 

A study in depth, examining the reasons for the extremism of some 
of the leaders of Methodism against secret societies and freemasonry 
and the attitude that permitted the above inconsistency, might help 
in securing a clearer understanding of the psychology of early Meth- 
odism. A study, furthermore, of the gradual change in Methodist 
thinking and the reason for it might also prove helpful. Little that I 
know of has been written about Methodism and secret societies or 
Methodism and freemasonry. I recently wrote to Dr. Kenneth Rowe, 
Methodist Librarian of the Rose Memorial Library at Drew Univer- 
sity, Madison, New Jersey, asking him to check the files at the li- 
brary for dissertations or  books about Methodism and freemasomy 
or Methodism and secret societies. His reply in part follows: 

After a quick check through our holdings, I can find no record of any 
recent dissertations on the subject of Methodism and secret societies, such as 
the Masons. . . . 

I ran across an interesting quote from Peter Cartwight on the subject: 
"Masonry originated with the devil and will end with the devil." Unfor- 
tunately no reference was given, but perhaps it is taken from his auto- 
biography. 

An enclosed Xerox sheet describes two rather typical Methodist reactions to 
the subject a century or so ago. I'm sure that a great deal more like it could 
be found, especially in the weeklies and quarterlies of the church. . . . 

The two references are: 

Thompson, Ernest Lee, Rock River Conference, Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Dis-Lodged; or  Why I Joined and Why I Left It! J. K. Graybill & Son, 
Printers, Harvey, Ill. n.d. ( 

Dowie, John Alexander, 1847-1907. Zion's conflict with Methodist apostasy 
especially in connection with Freemasonry. A series of discourses exposing 
the fact that the Methodist church has been sold out by its leaders to the 
world, the flesh and the devil [with] An appendix, Zion's inquisition for 
blood, giving facts concerning the murder of Capt. William Morgan. Chicago, 
Zion Publishing House, 1900. 204 p. illus., port. 23 cm. 

The whole subject might well be the basis for a doctoral dissertation. 




