
Book Reviews 
Robert Currie, Methodism Divided (London: Faber & Faber, 

1968) 348 pp. 63s. 
The sub-title of this volume by a British author says it is a "Study 

in the Sociology of Ecumenicalism." It is MUST reading for those 
interested in Methodist history, as well as those interested in the 
ecumenical movement. The book is written against the background 
of the divisions in British Methodism following the death of John 
Wesley. It achieves a critical analysis of ecumenicalism in our 
industrial society after tracing the splintering of the Methodist 
movement's divisions, its efforts to achieve reunion, including the 
prospective union with the Anglican church. 
- 

It seems that the struggle among Methodist preachers to succeed 
to Wesley's throne was somewhat unbrotherly to say the least. 
Thomas Coke hurried from America for that reason. but he never 
quite reached his goal. The top job finally fell to Jabez Bunting, 
a youth in his twenties who had shown administrative ability by - - 
straightening out Methodism's tangled missionary affairs. 

In a short time Bunting built an ecclesiastical machine that would 
be the envy of the ambitious man in any age. He and his clique 
of aides brooked no critical voice; both people and preachers had 
to obey or get thrown out of the church, a fair parallel to the first 
division in American Methodism. Divisions in Britain came one 
after another, and the church declined to what Hugh Price Hughes 
called "shopocracy." 

The struggle of the Methodist laity for a voice in church affairs 
caused some of the divisions. They were told it was the preachers' 
place to preach the gospel and their job to support the chapels. 
To the laymen, Methodist connectionalism meant ministerial power, 
and many of them were determined to be masters in their own 
chapels. They had accepted Wesley's overbearing leadership with- 
out a murmur, but they demanded their rights when he was gone. 
One wrote, "Frankly, many of us don't believe what John Wesley 
believed, and for all the conferences in the world we are not going 
to pretend that we do." The new Free Methodism held that what- 
ever a minister could do could be done equally by a layman. 

Against this background of division, Mr. Currie treats ecurneni- 
calism today. Says he, "Ecumenicalism demands compromise, but 
churches can seldom compromise safely. They claim to be committed 
to principles associated in some sense with the realm of absolute 
truth. These principles are often closely linked with the concrete 
details of church organization, since people seek to model the 
Christian community on their concept of Christianity." 

Continues the author, "Ecumenicalism is advocated as the solu- 
tion to the churches' problems. Official interpretatio~ls of the move- 
ment suggest youthful enthusiasm and boundless prospects. But 
close examination of the process of reunion shows that in advanced 
societies ecumenicalism is the product of an aging religion. It rises 
out of decline and secularization, but fails to deal with either." The 
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author goes on to insist that ecumenicalism needs more critical 
appraisal. 

Mr: Currie is a Fellow in Politics at Wadham College, Oxford, 
and this book is one of a series by various authors on "Society 
Today and Tomorrow." 

-R. C. GRIFFITH 
Greenville, S. C. 

Mrs. E. U. Robinson, A History of the Tornan's Society of Chris- 
tian Service and the Wesleyan Service Guild of the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction (Nashvillle: Parthenon, 1967) 185 pp. 
The title of this book is misleading, because it sounds as if 

it were a dusty historical volume. In actuality, it is a thrilling story 
of the Methodist women of the Southeastern Jurisdiction from 
1940 to January, 1968. The book is ably written by the wife of a 
clergyman, Mrs. E. U. Robinson, who played a vital role in the 
history which she describes so well. 

Sincere credit is given to these women of the south who were 
pioneers in their commitment to their faith and church. Many 
women of these conferences served the cause of missions in the 
total church, but special mention is made of Mrs. J. Fount Tillman, 
Lewisburg, Tennessee, who was the third president of the Woman's 
Division of the Board of Missions from 1956 to 1964. 

The first quadrennium was a period of organization, testing, 
commitment and phenomenal change, both in the church and in 
America. The word was unity. The emphasis of those early years 
was with the rural problem, the Negro, the practice of Christian 
brotherhood, and the large number of camps, airfields, Naval and 
Marine bases in that section of our country. 

This was a creative period also. Close ties were established with 
the Methodist women of Cuba, and for the first time the Methodist 
Church had a separate organization for employed women. This was 
named the Wesleyan Service Guild. 

The second quadrennium found these women of the south in a 
period of concern and study in ecumenism, peace, the United Na- 
tions, race, and the millions of children in the nation and the south- 
land. During the next five quadrenniums, stretching froin 1945 to 
1968, they had ambitious goals. These twenty years included the 
organization of the World Council of Churches, the National Council 
of Churches, and the perfection of the organizational structure of 
the World Federation of Methodist Women, which was initiated 
in 1939. The middle fifties chal.lenged them to bring all church 
women into a "functioning part of the woman's work of the church." 

4 I This period also found groups meeting for consultation across 
racial lines." The Social Creed of the Methodist Church was 
examined and studied. 

The years of 1956-1960 found the Woman's Division theme "The 
Spirit of Christ for All of Life" a deep challenge when they "came 
to grips with the difference in Missions and mission," this being 
the realization that missions were not; necessarily across the ocean, 
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but.cou1d be the family next door or across town. By the begihning 
of the sixties, the factors of war, hurts, and revolutionary present- 
day life were acknowledged by trying to help create "islands .of 
healing" at home and around the world. The seventh and last quad- 
rennium was 1964 to 1968. The Woman's Division Theme was "One 
Witness in One World"-ecumenism, humanism, mission-all were 
to be given serious thought and study. But mission, the totality of 
the Christian life, continued to be the basic concern. "Often the 
membership came face to face with the arresting realization that 
the mission was God's mission." 

This review would not be complete without mention of the story 
of Cuba, the concern of the women of the Southeastern Jurisdiction, 
which goes back to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, at the 
close of the Spanish-American War in 1898. This s u p ~ o r t  has con- 
tinued through many vicissitudes and still continues i s  of 1968. 

The deaconess worlr, another facet of the mission of the church 
involving laywomen, "has added spirit and strength to the woman's 
work of the Jurisdiction." 

An analysis of the Jurisdiction's statistics is truly a success story. 
The increase in members and gifts is a true indication of commit- 
ment of heart and worldly goods. The reviewer, having been a 
member of the South Central Jurisdiction and the North Central 
Jurisdiction during these years, deeply appreciates the story of the 
statistics, the committed Christian concern and action in the area 
of human relations. 

The concluding paragraph merits being repeated. "Women of the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction, again we are called to heed the com- 
pulsive voice of the Master as He says, 'Arise, let us be going. 9 9, 

This boolr is especially recommended to women of the South- 
eastern Jurisdiction who wrote the history. They should read it 
and take heart! 

--MRS. ELBERT C. COLE 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Dorothy Clarke Wilson, Palace of Healing (New Ysrk: McGraw- 
Hill, 1968) 245 pp. $5.50. 
This is the story of Clara Swain, the first woman missioi~ary 

doctor, and her work in India about one hundred years ago. It is 
also a tribute to her successors who to this day are continuing and 
expanding the ministry of a Christian hospital in India. 

On March 23,1869, some dedicated Boston women met to organize 
the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. It was a dreary, rainy day, and only eight women came to 
the meeting. Yet they effected the organization, were firm in their 
decision to administer their own funds, and decided that the 
first missionary would be a doctor. There was a crying need for a 
woman doctor in India, and the mission leaders looked to the Female 
Medical College of Philadelphia for a graduate who loved her Lord 
enough to go to the mission station at Bareilly. Clara Swain said, 
"It's God's call. I will go." 
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In spite of tremendous obstacles, Clara Swain persevered, and 
the work outgrew the facilities of the small mission. She persuaded 
the governor to give some land for new quarters for the medical 
work, and he also gave a mansion which in time came to be known 
as "The Palace of Healing." 

This was the beginning of a building program which continues 
today. The book describes exciting developments at Bareilly and 
shows that Clara Swain's faith in the possibilities for medical service 
in India has been justified. 

A L T A  BECKER 
Dayton, Ohio 

James Penn Pilkington, The Methodist Publishi~tg House, A 
History, Volume P, Beginnings to I870 (Nashville : Abingdon, 
1968) 585 pp. $7.50. 
A new and comprehensive history of the Methodist Publishing 

House has been in order not only because it reputedly is the oldest 
and largest institution of its kind in the United States, but also 
because the Board of Publication is the oldest and one of the most 
powerful agencies of the United Methodist Church. The past history 
of this organization is important for a clearer understanding of its 
present policies. Following a confrontation at the Dallas Uniting 
Conference last spring, the policies of the Publishing House have 
been under official General Conference investigation, not to mention 
private scrutiny. Singularly, the brief volume, The Methodist Book 
Concern by H. C. Jennings, issued in 1924, seems to be the only other 
history of the Publishing House in print, although the author cites 
several unpublished histories. 

~nstitutional history tends to divide along the watershed of apolo- 
getic versus criticism. This well-written volume presents an able 
apologetic for the Methodist publishing ventures. It properly relates 
the publishing concerns of the denomination to the ecclesiastical 
and social milieu. The author has used countless original sources 
and has presented a number of insights which make the book re- 
quired reading for any serious student of American institutional 
Methodism. 

The work suffers from some of the usual deficiencies of an 
apologetic, but happily it is free from the verbiage of romanticized 
enthusiasm so often noted in such publications. However, the 
difficulty of writing history from within an institution is well illus- 
trated by the fact that Pilkington, the Personnel Manager for the 
Methodist Publishing House, seems to feel constrained to cling to 
the long advertised "since 1789" as the founding date for the Meth- 
odist Book Concern, though his volume shows that some books were 
written, printed, and distributed by the American Methodists prior 
to that date. 

No facet of what the several Methodist publishing houses did in 
public seems to be neglected, and apparently every important peri- 
odical or book issued down to 1870 is noticed. Nevertheless, the 
reader receives only scant glimpses of behind-the-scenes issues and 
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struggles. One may speculate, for example, whether Volume 11, when 
it appears, will present the promised objective treatment of the 
"era of fraud" against which honest John Lanahan, assistant book 
agent at New York 1868-72, unceasingly contended. Lanahan re- 
ceives rather a "bad press" in the present volume, much as he did 
a century ago at the hands of Thomas Carlton, whose acumen and 
achievements as senior book agent at New York are highly praised 
by Pilkington. 

This important and enjoyable book is marred by a few errors. 
Also, the author seems not to have given sufficient credit to Leland 
D. Case and some others who researched and wrote the genesis of 
Methodist publishing in America. The bibliography is comprehen- 
sive but the listings of periodicals would be more valuable if they 
gave inclusive daGs of issue rather than just the years researched 
for this study. 

We look forward to the publication of Volume I1 of this work, 
which will bring the story of Methodist publishing down to date. 
Both volumes, along with One Hundred Fi f ty  Years,  A History of 
Publishing in the Evangelical United Brethren Church, by John H. 
Ness, Jr. (Dayton: 1966) $5.95, will make a triumvirate of important 
institutional history. 

EDWIN SCHELL, Executive Secretary 
United Methodist Historical Society 
Lovely Lane Museum 
Baltimore, Maryland 



PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 
Order from 

Commission on Archives and History 
Lake Junaluska. North Carolina. 28745 

METHODIST HISTORY, approximately 64 pages, quarterly, single 
price, $1.25; yearly subscription, $5.00; two years, $8.00. 

METHODIST UNION CATALOG (History, Biography, Disciplines, 
and Hymnals), preliminary edition, edited by Brooks B. Little, 
softback, 1967, 478p., $10.00. 

UNION LIST OF METHODIST SERIALS, second checking edition, 
compiled by John D. Batsel, softbaclr, 1968, 156p., approximately 
1500 titles, $10.00. 

HISTORY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA METHODISM, by 
Elmer T. Clark, Parthenon Press, hardback, 1966, 197p., $3.25. 

HISTORY OF THE INDIANA CONFERENCE NORTH (Evan- 
gelical United Brethren), by Harry 0. Huffman, softback, 1968, 
316p., Evangel Press, Nappanee, Indiana, $3.00. 

FOREVER BEGINNING, Methodist Bicentennial Historical Papers, 
softback, second printing, 1967, 254p., $2.50. 

THE METHODIST TOURIST GUIDEBOOK, by George H. Jones, 
Tidings, softback, 1966, 300p., $2.00. 

THE DRAMATIC STORY OF EARLY AMERICAN METHODISM, 
by Frederick E. Maser, Abingdon Press, softback, 1965, 111~-, 
$35. 

FILM STRIP: "Live or Die, I Must Ride," 80 frames, 1966, limited 
supply, special price-$5.00. 

THE WARM HEART OF WESLEY, by Elmer T. Clark, hardback, 
1950, 78p., $.75 (few copies remain). 

GRAVE MARKER, (see inside back cover), bronze marker, $20.00; 
in quantity of five or more, $15.00 each. 

PAMPHLETS: "How to Write and Publish The History of a Meth- 
odist Church" by Wallace Guy Smeltzer, 1967, 
13p., single copy free; additional ones, $.I0 each 
or $1.00 per dozen. 

"The weshy Family" by Elmer T. Clark, 18p., 
$.05 each. 

"Francis Asbury" by Elmer T. Clark, Second Edi- 
tion, 1966, 19p., $.05 each. 

"Susanna Wesley" by Frederick E. Maser, 1967, 
31p., $.05 each. 

%Johnp Wesley" by Maldwyn L. Edwards, Second 
Edition, 1966, 22p., $.05 each. 

"Thomas Coke" by Warren T. Smith, Second Edi- 
tion, 1964, 24p., $.05 each. 

"Charles wesleyM by Elmer T. Clark, Second Edi- 
tion, 20p., $05 each. 

"The Fourteen Original Historical Shrines of The 
United Methodist Church," reprinted by permis- 
sion of Together Magazine, 1966, lGp., $45 per 
dozen. 
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BI-CENTENNIAL MEDALLIONS, bronze, show the four earliest 
church structures in American Methodism erected in the 1 7 6 0 ' ~ ~  
$1.00. 

O F  MANY THREADS, sound filmstrip, history of The Evangelical 
United Brethren Church, 73 frames, record (33 1/3 rpm), $7.00. 

COLOR PRINTS of Susanna Wesley, Charles Wesley, Thomas 
Coke and Francis Asbury, taken from the Frank 0. Salisbury 
portraits, and John Wesley, talcen from the John Jackson portrait, 
$25 per set. 

COLOR SLIDES of the five portraits listed above and the World 
Methodist Building, Lake Junaluslra, N.C., three for one dollar. 

DAUNTLESS IN MISSISSIPPI, The Life of Sarah A. Dickey, 
1838-1904, by Miss Helen Griffith, Dinosaur Press, second printing, 
1966, softback, 174p., $1.95. 

THE HISTORIES OF THE PENNSYLVANIA AND CENTRAL 
PENNSYLVANIA CONFERENCES (EUB) , now known as the 
Susquehanna Conference, by Charles R. Miller and William L. 
Raker, The Craft Press, Chambersburg, Pa., 1968, hardback, 
660p., $6.00. 

A HISTORY OF NORTH MISSISSIPPI METHODISM, 1820-1900, 
by Gene R. Miller. $4.25 pp. 




